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What's happening 
Open labs 

College of the Mainland offers free to students the 
use of its facilities in multidisciplinary computer, 
typing, and word processing laboratories located in 
the Technical-Vocational building. 

Open lab schedules for Fall '87 are as follows: 

MCL is open on Mondays and Tuesdays, 8 a.m. to 
8 p.m.; Wednesdays and Thursdays, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.; 
and Fridays from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. The room number 
is T-320. 

Typing open labs are Tuesdays 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.; 
Wednesdays 9:30 to 10:50 a.m. and 8:45 to IO p.m.; 

Student activities calendar 
By Mark Kamody 

Musicians and other entertain
ers will perform outside during 
College Hour Tuesda)' and Thurs-

days from 12:30-1:30 p.m. In 
iru:lement weather perfonnances 
will be in the Student Center. For 
more . information call Maryann · 
Unelc at (409) 9311-1211 ext. 418. 

Collqe H- Spedllls, ETtn IUl<I Spotts 

~... AdiYlty 

Thursday, Oct. 8 .••.•..•.••.. . ••.• A club organw,tional meeting will be held at 12:30 
p.m. in the Student Center Room 203-A. 

Saturday, Oct. 10 ...•...•......... COM has arranged a bus trip to the Texas 
Renaissance Fe'Stival leaving at 8 a;m., returning at 7 
p.m. Fees a"' Sl.6 for adults, $10 for children 5-12, 
and $6 for children under 5. 

Tuesday-Wednesday, Oct. 13, 14 .... Give blood and receive free :r-<hirts and koozies. 

Wednesday, Oct. 14 , . , ............ Founder of the Unit.Id Fa,m Workers, Cesar Chavez 
will speak in Room L-131 (library auditorium) from 
2-4 p.m. and 6-1! p.m. 

Wednesday, Ott. 14 ............... Exercise tips given free with student ID at 7 p.m .. 

Friday, Oct. 16 .. , , ............... Dr. Lockhart speaks on "Birth Dcl'ects" as part of 
the Muscular Dystrophy Spker's series in Room 
L-131 at 10 to 10:50 a.m. 

Friday, Oct. 16 .•....••.... , ..... , Country We5tem Dance Workshop will be held in 
P-112 at 7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. Cost is $3 per person. 

Friday-Sunday, Oct. 16-18 ..•• , ...•. The OUtdoor Oub sponsors a bike trip. 

Monday & Monday, Oct. 19, 26 ..... A Foot Reflexology Workshop will be held in Room 
P-112 at 7 to 8:30 p.m. Fe< is $8 per person. 

Sunday, Oct. 2S ••. , , ... , •..••.•••• COM celebrates it's 20th annivenary! 

Tuesday, Oct. 27 ....•..•••.•....•. A Halloween face-decorating contest will be held for 
· teams of four, One person from each team gets 

decorated by teem membcn. 

Tuesday, Oct. 27 , , ..•. ••• , •..•. , .. The Environmental Committee will disclllS 
Municipal Waste Management and Recyclins at 
7:30 p.m. in A-148. Call ext. 331 for information. 

Saturday~ Oct, 31 • • .••••••.•.. •.•• Grade of ""W" will be given for classes dropped on or 
before this date. 

Tuesday, Nov. 3 • , ....••....•.... . Sparky Koerner~a Jazz Express livens the afternoon 
with music. 

Wednesday. Nov. 4 .•...•.••••. , ••• Admission requirements must be met by this date 
(or early registration. 

Thunday. Nov. S •• • •••••• , ••••••• Learn to silk s~n T .shirts. 

Friday, Nov. 6 , , •• , , , • , , • ,. . , .•. •• Dr. Youmans speaks on "Heart Surgery-Pacemaker 
Implantarions,"in Room L-131 at IOa.m. 

Munday, Nov. 9 , •••• , •.••..•••••. Free workshop on International Folkdance will be 
held at 7:30 p.m. in Ronm P-112: 

and Thursdays 12:30 to I :30 p.m., 3 to 4:30 p.m. and 
8:45 to 10 p.m. Room numbers are T-115 and T-116. 

Word processing open labs are Mondays 2 to 5:45 
p.m.; Tuesdays at 8 to 9:20 a.m., 11:30 to 5:45 p.m.; 
Fridays8 to9:20a.m. and 12:30to4:30p.m. The room 
number is T-106. 

Pari-mutuel betting 
State Rep. Lloyd Criss and marketing represen

tative Jim Lee will speak for pari-mutuel betting while 
attorney Jim Mahan and Baptist minister the Rev. 
Weston Ware will speak against pari-mutuel betting. 
The debate, The Greyhound Controversy: Going to 
the Dogs and Off to the Races, will be held in Room 
L-13l(libraryauditorium)Tuesday, Oct. 20,from 7JJp.m. 

Basketball sign up 
Students and employees are encouraged to sign up 

for College of the Mainland's new intramural basket
ball program. Games will be played on Thursday 
afternoons at the COM gym. Each participant will be 
charged a nominal fee to cover the cost of awards. A 
meeting will be held on Oct. 15 at 3 p.m. at the gym. 
Anyone wishing information can contact Maryann 
Urick at ex.t. 418. 

Jazz ensemble 
Co11ege of the Mainland's Jazz Ensemble, directed 

by Sparky Koerner, rehearses Tuesday nights at 8 in 
the Fine Arts Building Room F-J 17. 

"Anyone with ears" according to Koerner, is 
invited to "check out great jazz music by this award 
winning band." 

S AB ------ Continued Crom Pace 3 

• 
The SAB discussed the possibility of having more 

dances, a talent show and more speakers. 
Any student may join the SAB and help decide 

future COM activities. SAB meets every Wednesday 
at 3:30 p.m. in the Student Center. The first club 
organizational meeting is Thursday, Oct. 8 at 12:30 
p.m. in the Student Center 203-A. Call (409) 938-1211 
ext. 417 or 418 for more information. 

Sh Op -----Continued from Page I 

plant who feeds on humans, deserves much applause. 
Each stage of growth and the actual feeding was 
fascinating. You just have to see it in action. 

The cast includes Beland, Miller, P. Scott Vander
pool, Marisa Diotalevi, Vicki Gedosch, Laura Shinn, 
K. Ball Withers, Stallings and Lanier Young. 

l would like to applaud Reggie Schwander who 
directed and put the group together. I greatly 
anticipate the next show at COM. 

Renate--- Continued from Page 1 

The sign on her desk reads "Enter at your own risk" 
and with good reason, too. Her claustrophobically 
small office is made even smaller by the mountains of 
books; papers and videotapes that are haphazardly 
strewn about, but she likes it that way. "I keep 
intending to clean up, but I'm so easily distracted that I 
never get around to it,,. she commented. 

"I would lik.e to tell the kids to take advantage of all 
the opportunities they are presented here. It's a really 
great country with so much to offer to anyone who's 
willing to work for it. I'm proud to live here, and 1 hope 
I represent myself and my country well." · 

• 

SPORTS 
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Little Shop of Horr-ors retains bite 

Audrey (Tamara Beland) is surprised br the size of Audrey II, Seymore's (DoU&fas Miller) oute~-space plant. 

(Photo by Jim Hiuins) 

Renate 
8, \1JC H HI \H RPH'I 
J. dilor 

shares 
"I'm basically an old-fashioned teacher. I use the 

board a lot, which I think has a greater impact on the 
student's mind, but 111 try anything to get a student to 
learn," remarked Dr. Renate True, a natural science 
instructor at College of the Mainland. "What I truly 
want is for the students to think, to use their amazingly 
powerful brains. That's not asking too much, is it?" 

Dr. True was describing her teaching methods, 
which sometimes border on the manic. "I try to 
challenge the students by purposely misspelling words 
or saying something absolutely crazy in the middle of a 
lecture, just to see if they're paying attention." She 
darts about the classroom, gesticulating broadly to 
emphasize particular words or concepts, or telling 
anecdotes to liven up her lectures. 

Her rather unorthodox style of teaching has made 
Dr. True a favorite among the students, as evidenced 

~Chavez speaks= 
Cesar Chave1, president and founder of the 

United Farm Workers, will be on campus 
Wednesday. Oct. 14. He wilt speak in Rood'! 
L-131 (library auditorium) from 2-4 p.m. and 
6-8 p.m. Chavez is sponsored by the Dean's 
office. Continuing Education. Social Science 
Department and the Students' Activities Board. 

• 

True feelings 
by her award for the COM Teacher of the Year in 
1985 ... I like to teach, that's the main thing," she 
commented. 'Tm happy teaching here and I like the 
students. All it takes is one good teacher to wake up a 
mind, and I hope I've awakened one or two since I've 
been here." 

Dr. True's unpretentious nature and wry sense of 
humor mask a powerful intellect. She received her 
bachelor's degree in natural history and her master's 
degree in marine biology from the University of Sao 
Paulo in Brnzil, where she was born and raised. 

Dr. True spent five years in France at the University 
of Marseilles, where she received her doctorate in 
biological oceanography. ··1 worked with establishing 
the population of shallow water sea grass and 
comparing those animal populations with the sur
rounding area that had no grass. Pretty tedious stuff."' 
While there, she also met her husband of 24 years, 
Merrill. "I guess you could say that we just hit it off.·· 

One of her many achievements include work on the 
Tektite Project, an experimental underwater habitat 
in St. Thomas. Dr. True's two weeks under the ocean 
made her one of the first five women in history to do 
so, warranting an inclusion in the Who's Who of the 
Women of the World. She speaks five languages, has 
traveled extensively and was at one time the second 
ranked high jumper ilJ Brazil. "If nothing else,., she 
remarked, "I've had a quite varied life. Quite exciting . ., 

Of all her achievements though, Dr. True is 
proudest of her award as the Distinguished American 
Citizen in 1975 and the attendant luncheon at the 

8\ 1,,i,1 If\\ \HI} 
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Despite hearing rave reviews about College of the 
Mainland's theater productions, I had not seen a 
performance. That is, until the Sept. 9 preview of the 
musical production of liltle Shop of Horrors. 

Having seen the original and the musical remake of 
Li1tle Shop of Horrors I anticipated seeing COM's 
musical version. I was not disappointed in the least. 

The comedy/ horror cla'nic is the story of a young 
man, Seymore (who liveaq'On Skidrow), and chances 
upon a plant from outePpace. The plant brings him 
fame and fortune. To keep his much-\1(8nted fame and 
the love of his new girlfriend, Seyll_lPTe must keep the 
plant alive, which to his horr~eds on humans. · 

The performances by 9ffliglas Miller as Seymore 
and Tamara Beland as Scymore's girlfriend Audrey 
were as captivating u the original versions. 

An unexpected highlight was the performance of 
Roger St!!llings as the sadistic dentist. Stallings 
captured the brutal and somewhat vulgar dentist's 
essence throueh his 1a:ue._.-1hat of a mad man. His 
pc,rformancc MS a.nfu.1 gelttl:bft ftl lhil' slN!ift I ole. 

Though Stalling's portrayal of the dentist was 
exceptional, he did not overshadow the other 
performers. Each actor's performance was a delight 
for me to view. 

The special effects for Audrey II, the extraterrestrial 

See Shop Pa1• 8 

with readers 
White House. "I'm really proud to be an American 
citizen now. There's no better place to be, and believe 
me, I know. I've lived in other ·places that were not so 
good." 

See Renate Pa1e I 

Dr .. Renate True lends a shoulder to an old friend. 

(Photo by Ron llertotby) 
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Campus News/Editorials 

High cost of books - student seeks answers 
B} ( H .\S (,O{H>t 

Staff H:t·porter 

A recent visit to the campus bookstore had once 
again voided my savings, and my frustration over 
another ··'bookstore ripoff,. led me out into the 
wilderness searching for an answer to that eternal 
question, .. Who is pocketing all that cash?" 

After hours of roaming through thick underbrush 
and fighting back the dense jungle, I came upon an 
ancient shack, built entirely from old Jackson 5 (sic) 
albums, and painted above the front door was .. Home 
of ROHAN the Wiseset (sic) Man on Erth." Full of 

wonder, I entered. 
Upon hearing the reasons for my despair, ROHAN 

(the Wiseset Man on Erth) told me to ask of him 
anything I wished ancl he would extract the answer 
from the heavens an4 rain down solitude upon my soul 

Well, he didn't know who gets to pocket all that cash 
either, but he assured me that a multitude of others 
also shared my grief, and that the solution to our 
problem would only be found in the answers to many 
other questions. 

After one last chorus of Rockin-Robin, I gathered 
my strength and left that little shack armed orily whh 

ROHAN's list of questions and his haunting in
structions to share them with his fellow victims. 

Somehow 1 was wiser already. In any event he 
slipped me some old Temptations albums I could 
pawn for some quick cash. 

Here, for all to ponde,-, are some of those probing 
questions: 

Why do the new editions of most texts rise 
substantially in price even if you just bought the 
previous edition a relatively short time ago? 

Do all new editions have an extra appendix to 
justify a higher price, or is a higher price justified 
because it has an extra appendix? 

Will your knowledge of the basic concepts of a 
subject be lacking because you are working with 
figures that are 4 years old and not 2? 

Is it really necessary to buy a new edition of a text 
every time a profit-minded publisher can find a co
conspirator author to make a pseudo update of the 
text? 

Can previous editions be found for new students, or 
are all these books so fascinating that the publisher 
sells out every printing? 

Is it entirely impossible to teach the same course 
from two different editions, or are students not able to 
follow such a curriculum? 

- -, 

How many study guides are really used enough by_ 
the class to make them mandatory1 

Multi-cultural art shown at COM 
8\ ( H \S (,OODI 
Staff Repor1t·r 

A special showing of drawings by Calvin Yau Ching 
and sculptures by Robert Bourdon is currently on 
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display in the College of the Mainland Art Gallery and 
will continue through Oct. 22. 

Ching's award-winning drawings are a colorful and 
exotic expression of his multi-cultural background. 
Ching was born in Hawaii and raised in a blend of 
Asian, Hawaiian and American cultures. 

Ching uses fish and flowers to symbolize the cycle of 
life, and he uses various colors to represent inner 
emotions. Black stands for self-centeredness, maroon 
for sensuality, white and yellow for spirituality. 
Through this symbolism, and a fluid use of lines, 
Ching successfully expresses the exotic lyricism of the 
heritage and music of Hawaii. 

Bourdon presents through his sculpture a unique 
insight into the psyche of the human mind. His works 
continually appear to be created from materials whiCh 

are not even used. He gives wood the image of metal, 
stone, fabric and various other properties, constantly 
challenging one's sense of reality. He also is a master at 

giving his art the ability to assume much greater 
dimensions in perception than it actually possesses. 
Bourdon's interesting use of lighting, his ability to take 
ordinary objects such as innertubes and make them 
seem completely unique and his rare talent for playing 
on the preconceived notions of indivi4uals make this 
<;OM gallery showing a must. 

• 

How many books are bought new at full price for a 
class that doesn't even use half the book? 

Why must we buy books even if the professors say 
they won't use them.? 

There is no substitute for knowledge, and no place 
better to put one's money, yet the entire process seCms 
unfair and inefficient. 

And still, the list goes on. 

Monica Wortblnaton (left) and Cheryl Gayden admire 
artist Robert Bourdon'! sculpture, "Shift." 
(Photo by Ron llertothy) 
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Water 
R\ "I\(\ LIi R~Rf 
...,,aff Ht'portt'r 

• exercise 

Hydro-aerobics is being used as a form of warm-up 
before a workout by athletes and as a way to tone the 

Eva Neinu instructs a water exercise dass. 
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- there's no sweat involved 
body. 

Due to the attention this form of exercise is being 
given, the physical education department at the 
College of the Mainland offers a regular course in 
water exercise and a less strenuous course for senior 

(l'lloto by Maryann Uriel) 

citizens. 
These exercises are designed to stretch the muscles 

and tone the body. They are safer than floor exercises 
because the water eliminates the possibility of falling. 
Water also protects the body and muscles from injury, 
since the buoyancy of water overrides the gravitational 
pull. This in turn lessens the strain on the body and 
muscles. 

Eva Neinas, instructor of the regular course:, is 
secretary of the physical education department and 
has studied water exercise for three years. Her water
exetcise course also strengthens the circulatory system 
and increases flexibility and endurance, as well as 
increasing lung ventilation. 

Marge Cooper, a part-time faculty member, instructs 
a water exercise program specifically geared for senior 
citizens. 

Although a 90 percent loss of body weight occurs 
when an individual is submerged in water from the 
neck down, this class is not intended as a weight 
reduction course. If a weight loss is desired, an eating 
program has to be established along with extra 
exercise. 

Both classes are on Mondays and Wednesdays. The 
regular water exercise class is from 6: IO to 6:55 p.m., 
while the seniors' program is from 2 to 3 p.m. Each 
course costs S20. 

COM's Outdoor Club canoes down-the Frio 
B, \1 \l{h: k•'\\l D\ 
Staff Reportn 

College of the Mainland'S Outdoor Oub journeyed 
to the Frio River over the Labor Day weekend for an 
exhilarating canoe trip, according to Maryann Urick, 
the club's coordinator. 

Twenty-four members of the Outdoor Club traveled 
to Garner State Park near San Antonio to meet the 

challenge of the Frio ... It was great because it was the 

first time for all of us," Urick said. The group canoed 
Saturday and Sunday, spending the night in the park. 

Due to unpredictable water levels, the Frio has not 
-been part of the club's-agenda. However recent rains 
raised the river's water level and made it suitable for 
canoeing. 

"We had a few turnovers, but no casualties to speak 
of," Urick reported. 

Urick, familiar with many Texas rivers, was 
impressed with the cleanliness of the Frio ... There are 

not many left like it. So many of them are polluted," 
Urick told of the Frio. Some of the club's members 
found time to swim under water with a mask and 
-snorkel and fflllnieled-at the-Frio~-elarity. 

Club members canoed approximately 16 miles of 
the: Frio's "crystal clear" rapids while absorbing the 
majesty of the limestone bluffs and cypress lining the 
banks. 

Anyone interested in joining the Outdoor Club may 
contact Maryann Urick at (409) 938-1211 ext. 418. 

PTK expects large enrollment and plans full semester 
H\ Rt RI\ O. RH:\(,(, 

Staff Hqrnrter 

Qualified students arc encouraged to apply for 
admittance to Phi Theta Kappa, a national honor 
society for community junior colleges. 

PTK's Sigma Delta Chapter was established at 
COM on April 3, 1968 with the certification pro
clamation issued at Canton, Miss. 

Membership qualifications are a minimum grade 
point average of 3.6, at least 12 semester hours 
completed toward an associate's degree or transfer 
credit, and current enrollment at COM for no less than 
six credit hours. 

COM has again broken its enrollment record with 
3307 students registered, PTK officers are hopeful that 
the increase will be reflected in its membership. 

PTK 's membership is at !08 and there are 254 
additional students fulfilling eligibility at this time. 
The final date for applications is Oct. 12 to be eligible 
for PTK this fall. 

Scheduled activties this month include fall initia
tions set for Oct.18, the gasoline give-away drawing 
Oct. 25 at CO M's Open House, a Halloween haunted 
house Oct. 31, and PTK's district meeting at COM on 
Nov. 14. 

The Honors Topic Theme at the district meeting will 
be "The U.S. Constitution Assuring Continuity through 
Controversy." 

The PTK District Meeting will feature a continental 
breakfast and door prizes among the mahy giveaways. 
The conventions general session will be held in the 

Learning Resources Center, whereas the breakout 
sessions (members will split into smaller groups) will 
be held at the Student Center. 

Officers include Linda Birdwell, president; Mike 

Ridlen, vice president; Jody Clafferty, treasurer. Rosalyn 
Jackson, secretary; Celia Full, reporter; Hiroko 
McCarty, historian; and David Hansmire, advisor. 

For further information call 938-1211, ext. 333. 

Fall '17 lnterCOM staff pauses for pbot<>11rapb. Standln1 (from left): Cbu c.oode, reporter; Bebe Lisin1, 
reporter /typesetter; Michael De La Cruz, reporter; Michael Murphy, editor; Mark Kennedy, reporter; Sandy 
Trotter, reporter; and Altrid H. Lowery, adrisor. Seated (from left): Eleanor Dowm,. reporter; Stacy GUbert, 
reporter; Berta O. Bn11, reporter; and Ron Bertothy, bead pbotocnpher/reporter. Not pidured, Lynelle 
Ward anishnt editor. (Photo by Ron llertotby) 
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Campus Sports 

Bryant: P.E. requirements more than physical 

Jerry (J.B.) Bryant (center) assists student Maryanne 
Waer(bottom) at the bench press as Keith Movat (left) 
works out on the military press. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

H, Bl Hl \ O trn \(,(; 
"'faff Hl P"rt1 r 

Most people refer to Jerry Bryant as J.B., but 
occasionally he's addressed as .. Coach." Although he 
usually assumes it's meant in an affectionate manner, 
the image he invisions is that of a pot-bellied, tobacco
chewing high school, or even pee-wee league coach. 

"Coaches don't educate or even encourage social
ization because the game is their top .priority, rather 
than the participants' welfare. As a matter of fact, 
most physical educators resent being called coach 
because of this stereotypical collectivity ... 

Bryant adds, .. In The Last Picture Show a quote by 
George Bernard Shaw is used and expanded to say, 
'Those who can. do; those who can't do, teach; and 
those who can't teach, teach P.E.' But I consider 
myself as much a health educator as a physical 
educator. 

"In today's media, the majority of attention is paid 
to fitness and health addicts, but in reality they are in 
the minority. Today even very young children are 
being found to be at risk of heart disease. This may be 
attributed to poor nutrition and at best sporadic 
physical activity, such as the poorly organized activ
ities in elementary education ... Bryant says. 

.. The fallacy that just any kind of exercise will do for 
everyone, and the minute knowledge of methods and 
other specifics involving fitness and nutrition are no 
doubt culpable fer many health problems in general. 

For example, some new students, arrive with the 
misconception, especially in weight training, that there 
is only physical acitivity required in the class and don't 
anticipate having written tests." Bryant believes that 
physical education must incorporate both the body 
and the mind. 

Racquetball championship tourneys 
played at COM and Lowry Center 

B~ \ll(HUI Dda(Hl / 
Staff Reporter 

Slam! Barn! It's a racquetball jam! 
College of the Mainland sponsored a men's dual 

racquetball tournament at the Lowry Center in Texas 
City Sept. 11 and 12. 

The Class C. Men's division took place at COM 
while the Class B Men played at the Lowry Center. 

In C action Lance Pledger, 25, of Pearland took first 
defeating Larry Bedard of La Marque 11-9 in the 
championship game. The two often play at COM. 
When asked why they play racquetball, Pledger 
replied, .. It keeps me from gaining wejght," while 
Bedard answered, "I play softball and I do this for 
conditioning ... 

At the Lowry center Mike Barker of Texas City 

took first place. Barker went through the pack 
unbeaten turning back Joey Young in the champion
ship match. 

Maryann Urick, recreation coordinator, directed 
the tournament at COM. Wendell Bell, weekend 
supervisor, oversaw the tournament at the Lowry 
Center. 

The two were pleased by the efforts of the men 
although a bit disapppointed by the sparse turnout. 
Only 14 men signed up for the event and no women. 

The first two contestants in each division received 
trophies, and all contestants received T-shirts as well 
as refreshments. 

Urick is already looking forward to another 
tournament in the spring. She said she hopes she and 

Bryant is currently teaching foundations of fitness 
and health, weight training, weight reduction and 
maintenance, exercise for women and racquetball. 

Originally from Fordyce, Ark., Bryant earned a 
John Gray Award for highest scholastic grade point 
average for an athlete at Lamar University in 
Beaumont. There he received his bachelor of science 
degree, accepted a fellowship to work on his master's 
degree and coached a freshman basketball team. He 
accepted another fellowship at the University of 
Houston and worked as a teaching assistant. He also 
worked as a research assistant with Dr. Andrew 
Jackson, a professor at UH, and earned 54 hours 
toward his doctorate. 

Bryant has three children, daughters Tiffany, 14, 
and Harmony, 7, and son Harley, 3. He enjoys 
Spending as much time as possible with them, and may 
occasionally be seen with them on campus. Bryant 
says he is very proud that his 14-year-old is very health 
conscious and participates in a wide variety of activities 
without being coaxed. 

Included in Bryant's other interests, are fishing, 
sewing, writing prose and poetry, and he is currently 
enrolled in a creative writing class at COM. 

Bryant relates that his most rewarding moments are 
the times when a former student expresses his 
appreciation for the experience and knowledge he has 
gained from having taken part in one of his classes. 

The general concensus of students and faculty alike 
is that Bryant is consistantly enthusiastic and always 
prepared to do anything to help. He will guide or 
prpvide informative material within his area of 
expertise to anyone who just asks. It's obvious that he 
sincerely believes in what he is doing and cares for the 
well-being of each individual. 

COM racquetball tourney finalist& (from left) are: 
Lonee Pledlff llnl p1 ... ; and Larry Bedard, second plaee. 

(Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Bell will be kept a little busier the next time with a 
bigger draw. 

Startin - an exercise program to fit your needs 
B~ ~T \C, (;JI BFH-1 
Staff H.eporltr 

Starting an exercise program is one of the main 
concerns for people who wish to remain physically fit. 
Most people, however, do not know how to start an 
exercise program. If someone jumps into an exercise 
program ignorant of their limitations they may injure 
themselves. 

To help people overcome this problem, Maryann 
tJrick, re~reation director at College of the Mainland, 

coordinated a workshop on How to Start an Exercise 
Program held Sept. 16 at COM. The workshop was 
designed to inform participants of what type of 
program would best benefit them. 

The workshop participants were advised to follow 
an aerobiC program and given fitness tests to monitor 
their endurance, flexibility , cardiovascular system, 
muscular system and body fat percentages. The tests 
were given by Cathy Howard, coOrdinator of the Stay 
Well program at Mainland Center Hospita1 and a 

part-time faculty inember at COM. 
Urick commented that the COM P.E. and health 

class instructed by Jerry Bryant is similar to the 
workshop. 

The · workshop was held for only one day, but the 
participants are expected to meet one month after the 
workshop to note their progress. 

Urick -hopes there Will be another workshop on 
starting an exercise program in January. 

• 

Questions for 
today's students 

Michael 
Murphy 

Welcome. Another school year is upon us and again 
we find ourselves up to our eyes in paperwork and 
reading assignments, supposedly in the pursuit of 
knowledge to help us answer life's fundamental 
questions. You know, the old "Knowledge is truth" 
axiom. 

We must, however, keep all this in perspective in 
order to retain our sanity. The pursuit of knowledge is 
a noble endeavor indeed, but there is a limit to how 
much we will acquire during our college years. So no 
matter how many lectures you listen to or books you 
read, there will always be those unanswerable 
question15 that have plagued mankind since the dawn 
of humanity. 

Now I'm not talking about questions like "What is 
the meaning of life?" or "Does God exist?" These are 
questions philosophers have been pondering for 
centuries and have yet to arrive at any concrete 
conclusions. Besides, these questions by their very 
nature, are unanswerable anyway. 

No, the questions I'm referring to are far simpler in 
content. They scream at us every day, but we have 
become oblivious to them for one reason or another. 
Questions like: ls there such a thing as a Wayne 
Newton fan? Think about it. Have you ever a.ctually 
met qne? Or have you even seen a Wayne Newton 
album? 

Has Ed Marinaro really always wondered why they 
put Miller beer in a clear bottle? Ed apparently leads a 
life of exemplary dullness. 

Does anyone really order merchandise from late 
night television ads? J have yet to see a Ginsu knife, a 
Popiel pocket fisherman, or an amazing laser beam 
watch. 

Has anyone ever heard of Richard Claydermari or 
Zamfir (the master of the pan flute)? Would anyone 
intentionally listen to their music? 

If elevators elevate, and escalators escalate, then 
what do you call an elevator or an escalator that's 
going down? 

Granted, these are not the most profound questions 
mankind has ever encountered, but they serve their 
purpose. There are those things beyond the scope of 
human understanding which, perhaps, we were not 
meant to know. We can only hazard to guess. 

Let's try to maintain our perspective. There will 
always be those enigmatic questions that no amount of 
education will enable us to answer. 

So the next time you're at a party and some 
obnoxious Rice graduate with an IQ roughly equi
valent to the national debt is expounding on the 
deteriorating condition of education in the United 
States,just sidle up to him and ask "Hey is it true that 
when Coca Cola's a part of your life, you can't beat the 
feeling?" 

Oh, those unanswerable questions. 

Women's series set 
College of the Mainland once again presents The 

Women's Brown Bag Series, which deals with co~
temporary problems of modern women. Dates arc.as 
follows: Women Who Love Too Much on Oct. 8, 
Surviving Holiday Mania on Nov. 19 and One Parent 
Families on Dec. 10. 

The series is presented on Thursdays, 12:30-1 :30 p.m. 
in the Student Center. For more information call 938-
1211, ext. 470. 
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AUtomotive instructor Upton Lackey (center) and students Bobby Tumlinson, Albert Richardson, Ir., Upton 
Lackey, Ernest McCart, and Jesse Coronada 1et a close up look at a cu engine, (Photo by Jim Hi&&ins) 

Free Safety check at COM 
II\ RJ, Ht, I ISi'\(, 
...,1:tff Repurh·r 

If your car wheezes, squeaks, hisses or clanks, then 
it's probably clamoring for attention. 

The Automotive Department at College of the 
Mainland is planning a free safety check in con
junction with the 20th anniversary celebration at 
COM near the end of October. 

Automotive students will direct people through the 
IOO-point safety check. Each participant will be given 
a checklist to fill out with guidance from the 
automotive students. The participant will determine 
his or her own degree of involvement 

Preventive maintenance insures safe driving, in
creases the life of your car, helps control pollution and 
saves on gas. A well-tuned car will significantly reduce 
the level of carbon monoxide and hydrocarbons 
discharged by a car. The auto will also average 6 
percent better fuel economy than an untuned car, 
according to the Environmental Protection Agency. 

Listen to the noises your car makes. Don't ignore 

the high pitched squeaking that tells you the brake 
pads are wearing out, experts warn. If you do, it could 
make the difference between $20 pads and several 
hundred dollars to have the rotors turned or replaced. 
Have your brakes checked by a certified technician at 
least once a year. 

"Watch out for the red lights on your dashboard 
indicating oil, temperature and alternator problems 
because the car may not be safe to drive. Have the car 
checked out immediately if those lights go on,"advises 
Upton Lackey, COM Automotive Technology in
structor. Driving a neglected vehicle is dangerous. not 
only to yourself and your passengers, but also to othef 
drivers on the road. 

The JOO-point safety list will include a check of tires 
and wheels, alignment, ignition, steering, fluid levels, 
suspension, exhaust system and more. Inspect your 
windshield wipers before rain impairs your view to see 
if they are operating correctly. 

For more details about the auto safety check, 
contact the COM Automotive Technology Depart
ment, (409) 938-1211, ext. 284 or 259. 

SAB anticipates banner year 
B\ HJ, HJ, I ISi'(, 
Staff Reporter 

• g 
I 987-88 College of the Mainland school year was filled 
with enthusiastic and talented people. 

As the meinbers rounded the tables to introduce 
themselves, Diana Marabillas , one of five returning to 
the SAB from last year said, "We had a lot off un, but it 
was hard work, too." In all, 15 students attended. 

Eva Neinas, secretary of the COM Physical 
Education Department, along with new SAD member 
Dennis Baralis, and Marabillas, attended the National 
Art College Association Convention in Austin on 
Sept. 26 and 27. 

The convention offers training in leadership skills 
and communication. Entertainers and artists come to 
perform and show their art to the collected college 
groups. Arrangements for performances at ~t:veral 
colleges may be worked out at a discount group rate 
during the convention. 

Maryann Urick, COM student activities coordin
ator, discussed the purpqse and function of the board 
in planning COM events. Funds come from the 50 
cents pPr credit hour activity fee students pay. Campus 
clubs and organizations determine how to spend the 

allocated )6,000 for projects and entertainment. 

,. .. 

Approximately $22,000 is voted on and used by the 
SAB for everything from dances and musicians to 
picnics and instrvctions for siolk screening T-shirts. 

Some upcoming events are: Oct. 14, special guest 
speaker Cesar Chavez, president and founder of the 
United Farm Worker's Union; Oct. 13 and 14, blood 
drive; aitd the Halloween House of Horrors and 
costume contest on Oct. 31. 

See SAB Pace 8 

COM celebrates 

College of the Mainland will celebrate its 
20th.anniversary with an open house Sunday, 
Oct. 25, from 1:30 to 6 p.m. 

Guest speakers will present a program on 
early life at COM at 3 p.m. 

Activities include a tour of the Child Care 
Center, demonstrations in the Technical
Vocational Building such as equipment and 
techniques in refrigeration and welding. Each 
building is involved in some type of event. 
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Campus Features 

Soul Brothers return to rock College Hour 
Bi l<tJ'\ Kl Hlll!ll'i 

""taff lh·pqr!,:r 

You could tell by looking at their instruments-this 
band bas been around for a long time. 

The guitars were like combat veteran's automatic 
weapons, they had lots of scratches and scars but were 
in perfect operating order. Each scratch, every nick 
probably had a special story to tell. 

Soul Brothen, free cokes 
and Spuds McKetizie 
attract crowd at COM's 
tint College Hour 
concert of the fall 
semester. 
(Photo by Ron Bertotby) 

"We've been together since 1967," said Charlie 
Greenway, the keyboard player for the Soul Brothers. 
This Texas-based rhythm and blues band made their 
fifth appearance at College of the Mainland on Sept. 
15 in front of the libi:3-ry. 

Greenway wasn't kidding. They performed the way 
a band that has played for so long should. They are 
tuned in to each other, they know exactly what the 
other will do next. They enjoy playing together, you 
could see it in the way they grin at one another. 

The audience was larger than the Student Activities 
Board had planned for. They had set up a table with 
free cokes and popcorn, but they ran out well before 
the end · of the performance. The committee was 
assisted in their project by none other than Spuds 
McKenzie, the original party animal. 

The Soul Brothers don't limit themselves to soul 
music as their name might suggest. They played some 
rock by ZZ Top and even a country western song. "We 
thought about changing our name," Greenway told 
the lnterCOM, "but we have too much time invested in 
it." He went on to explain that the group was formed 
during what he termed the ""soul era." 

In addition to Greenway, the group consists of 
Ozzie Hart on drums, Cliff Faldowski on guitar, 
George Brown on bass and Henry Boatright on 
~axophone. All are original members with the excep
tion of Hart who has been with the group six months. 

The band performs primarily in the area between 
Beaumont and Austin. They recently performed as the 
back•up band for Percy Sledge at a concert in Jasper. 
'"Wherever there is a demand for good music, the Soul 
Brothers try to be there, "said Mike Sandberg of Texas 
Sounds, the group's manager. 

Peggy Sue Got Married captures spirit of 1960s 
H1...,\'\I)' lH(IIIIH 

"1.tff Hi pcir!t r 

Peggy Sue Got Marr;ed, the Student Activities 
Board's first movie feature for Fall 187 was presented 
in College of the- Mainland's Library Auditorium 
Sept. 11 and Sept. 12. 

The movie, distributed by Films Incorporated and 
released by Tri-Star Pictures in 1986, was directed by 
Francis Coppola with screenplay by Jerry Leicht ling 
and Arlene Sarncr. 

Kathleen Turner played the role of Peggy Sue. while 
Nicholas Cage portrayed her husband, Charlie Bell. 

Peggy Sue, a 43,,year-old who at times looks like 18, 

is facing a divorce. 
As the story begins, Beth. PCggy Sue's daughter. is 

helping her get dressed for her 1960 Class Reunion 
Dance. After arriving at the dance, seeing old friends 
and renewing old friendships, Peggy Sue is selected 
Class Reunion Queen. As the candle-lit cake is rolled 
tow<!-rd the crowned King and Queen, PCggy Sue 
passes out. 

When she revives, she is a teenager of the 1960s, a 
time of bobbie socks and poodle skirts. 

Finding she has traveled back 25 years, Peggy Sue 
searches for Richard. the class nerd but physics expert, 
to see if he can hdp her return to the time of the 
reunion. After she finds Richard, Peggy Sue tells him 
that his futuristic ideas arc going to make him a 
famous inventor. With her knowledge of inventions, 
such as pantyhose, she knows that all of his ideas will 
come true. B;ut. unfortunately m spite of his intel+ 

ligence and knowledge, Richard cannot help Peggy 
Sue return to the class reunion. But somehow she 
returns to present time. 

When Peggy Sue wakes up, not at the reunion but in 
the hospital. she finds Charlie, her husband, and 
daughter Beth, by her bed. Charlie, who had wanted a 
divorce at the beginning of the movie, decides he wants 
to make the marriage work. 

The movie captivated my attention and triggered 
memories as Peggy Sue took us back to the '60s. In 
movie criticS Siske! and Ebert style, 1 rate this movie 
"thumbs up." 

The Student Activities Board 's next feature is 
Crocodile Dundt'eset for Oct. 9 and !Oat 7 p.m. in the 
Library Auditorium. 

Crocodile Dundee is rated PG-13. 

Meaning of Labor Day lost - workers not honored 
R\H'\\IJ\111 
",pt'oal to tht> lntt'r( 0\1 

In 1882, Peter J. McGuire, founder of the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters, suggested a national 
holiday to honor the working people. It took five years 
of campaigning by organized labor unions before the 
idea of Labor Day began to get some recognition. 

Oregon became the first state to adopt Labor Day as 
a legal holiday in 1887. Then in 1894, 12 years after 

McGuire's recommendation, President Grover Cleve
land signed a bill to make Labor Day an official 
holiday. 

For many years people a(:tually commemorated the 
day for what it is suppposed to be, but today, most 
people like myself use the day to sleep, catch up on 
soap operas, get some sun: or watch the Jerry Lewis 
Labor Day Telethon. 

Though Labor Day was initiated to honor the work 

• • 

force with a day of rest, many people still have to go to 
work, especially sales people who are involved in 
Labor Day sales. 

It is ironic that we no longer hear about honoring 
our work force. Instead, people work on Labor Day 
and think nothing of it. 

Even though most people no longer honor the day 
for its intended purpose, I am glad it's a holiday 
because I don't have to go to school or work 

• 

• • 
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Marshall enthusiastic about student progress 
1 

B1!{1)'\BIHIOIII\ 

"I 11 J U t I' II! t ! 

We ha.ve so many peop e h a e e tered compe 
titions and done so well," Mona Marshall said with 
pride as she introduced Janet Proctor, winner of an 
honorable mention at the 1987 Photographer.'t Forum 
and Jill Mardis , a finalist at the same event. 

"This is a worldwide event,., Mona said ... Only 8 
percent of the 19,000 people who enter become 
finalists and only 150 receive an honorable mention ... 
She also introduced Gary Upton Who won an award at 
the Texas City Photo Competition this year for one of 
his scenics of East Texas. · 

Marshall, photography instructor at College of the 
Mainland for nine years and an award-winning photo
grapher herself, is very enthusiastic about her students 
and their progress. It's a challenge to teach photography 

. according to Marshall because of the diversity of the 
students in any given class and their individual 
expectations of the course. 

Some students enroll in photography courses to 
develop portfolios while others simply want to learn 
how to use their cameras Marshall explained. "It's 
exciting," she said. "The image must communicate 
what you are trying to say ... l encourage the students 
to take risks, to do things which they are not com
fortable with," she said. 

Marshall became interested in photography while 
she was still in high school. She began by taking 
photographs of fences and says that she has always 
had a need to make images. She attended the Tyler 
School of Art in Rome, Italy, the University of 
Michigan and the San Francisco Art Institute where 
she received a master of fine arts degree in 1974, 

·she has won man{'awaTas including thfee feJ. 
lowships al The Macdowell Colony in Peterborough, 
N. H. During October Marshall will exhibit her show 
Tender Visions at the Galveston Art Center. Then the 
exhibit will move to the Transco Tower in Houston. 
She also is planning a one-person show, The Barrens, 
at Harris Gallery in Houston set for May-June 1988. 

She is currently working on a series of landscapes of 
the Texas Gulf Coast ... If I lived anywhere else I 

Awud•winninc: photo&rapby students ,.., to be on the other side of a camtra. Pictured. from left, GffJ' Upton, 
instructor Mona Marshall, Jill Mardis and Janet Prodor. (Photo by Ron BertothJ) 

wouldn't be doing this, "she said with herusual energy 
and enthusiasm. She says that she is attracted to the 
"subtle beauty of abandolled and ~ a1ias ... 

The COM photography department will get a 
Cibachrome processor this year, Marshall said. She is 
very pleased with this development, especially since 
many of the schools in this area still do their processing 
with drums. "'The Cibachrome is incredibly beautiful 
and much more stable than other color processes." 

Marshall encourages COM students to take the time 
to look at the photography exhibit in the COM library 

of the photography students' trip to Europe. Students 
had an opportunity to photograph people from other 
countries in ilicir own environment. They tr&vele<ho 
England, Holland and France. The next trip will be 
closer to home, probably Austin, she says. 

Marshall would like to see more COM students 
involved in photography ... Art allows people to 
tolerate ambiguity, to develop interests in new things. 
It also increases your confidence and trust in your own 
judgment," she said. Besides, "It's fun." 

Young's views reinforced by third world trip 

Economics instructor 
photo. 

Robert Y ou'ng breaks for a 
(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

R"MJ(II\FI Orla(Rl/ 
Staff Reporter 

Time to get radl Radical is what Robert L. Young, 
College of the Mainland's economics professor con
siders himself. 

According to Young, a self-proclaimed left-winger, 
"Whether you like it or not, economics has a critical 
impact on your life." His gripe is that the average 
people have too little to say about production. 

Young was raised in New Mexico, but spent most of 
his life in Southern California. Young attended 
Riverside Commu,;aity College in Riverside, Calif., 
and went on to the University of California Riverside 
to acquire his bachelor's and master's degrees in 
economics. ' 

Young decided to be an economist in the late 1960s. 
"l wasn't particularly interested in academics until I 
got involved with the anti+war movement. Actually the 
major mqtivation for me getting involved in econo
mics was a trip to the third world provided to me by 
Uncle Sam." 

Young was drafted into the Army in 1967 and after 
spending "a couple of years in South Korea," became 
disenchanted with the third world economic situation. 
On his return to a turbulent California, "where some 
very good teachers sparked an interest, .. he was led to 
become an economist. 

Th:: professor is adamant about military spending 

saying, "Present military spending is perverting . . . 
and undermining the economy." He went on to say. 
"The largest planned economy in the world outside the 
Soviet Union is the military-industrial complex in this 
country." 

Young feels a change is needed economically. 
"There needs to be some major reorganization of the 
system. I think it should come along the lines of 
expanding democracy rather than limiting it." 

As an executive boatd member of a millright union 
in Los Angeles and working construction prior to that, 
Young has seen both the management and the labor 
viewpoint of issues. Because of these experiences, he 
believes that workers need to be more involved with 
the decision making process. · 

Young feels labor/management struggles need to 
become a dinosaur of the past, and for efficiency's sake 
these two must work together for mutual benefit. With 
this in mind. he eagerly awaits a chance to work within 
the COM Labor Studies program. 

'"I am really happy here at COM and am a firm 
believer in the community college system." Young 
feels it is great for those who are unable to attend 
four-year schools for various reasons. 

In summation Young says, "Unless a society can 
provide a set of institutions that have the freedom to be 
critical of the most powerful institutions, then that 
society is ~oing to stagnate." 
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Soul Brothers return to rock College Hour 
Bi l<tJ'\ Kl Hlll!ll'i 

""taff lh·pqr!,:r 

You could tell by looking at their instruments-this 
band bas been around for a long time. 

The guitars were like combat veteran's automatic 
weapons, they had lots of scratches and scars but were 
in perfect operating order. Each scratch, every nick 
probably had a special story to tell. 

Soul Brothen, free cokes 
and Spuds McKetizie 
attract crowd at COM's 
tint College Hour 
concert of the fall 
semester. 
(Photo by Ron Bertotby) 

"We've been together since 1967," said Charlie 
Greenway, the keyboard player for the Soul Brothers. 
This Texas-based rhythm and blues band made their 
fifth appearance at College of the Mainland on Sept. 
15 in front of the libi:3-ry. 

Greenway wasn't kidding. They performed the way 
a band that has played for so long should. They are 
tuned in to each other, they know exactly what the 
other will do next. They enjoy playing together, you 
could see it in the way they grin at one another. 

The audience was larger than the Student Activities 
Board had planned for. They had set up a table with 
free cokes and popcorn, but they ran out well before 
the end · of the performance. The committee was 
assisted in their project by none other than Spuds 
McKenzie, the original party animal. 

The Soul Brothers don't limit themselves to soul 
music as their name might suggest. They played some 
rock by ZZ Top and even a country western song. "We 
thought about changing our name," Greenway told 
the lnterCOM, "but we have too much time invested in 
it." He went on to explain that the group was formed 
during what he termed the ""soul era." 

In addition to Greenway, the group consists of 
Ozzie Hart on drums, Cliff Faldowski on guitar, 
George Brown on bass and Henry Boatright on 
~axophone. All are original members with the excep
tion of Hart who has been with the group six months. 

The band performs primarily in the area between 
Beaumont and Austin. They recently performed as the 
back•up band for Percy Sledge at a concert in Jasper. 
'"Wherever there is a demand for good music, the Soul 
Brothers try to be there, "said Mike Sandberg of Texas 
Sounds, the group's manager. 

Peggy Sue Got Married captures spirit of 1960s 
H1...,\'\I)' lH(IIIIH 

"1.tff Hi pcir!t r 

Peggy Sue Got Marr;ed, the Student Activities 
Board's first movie feature for Fall 187 was presented 
in College of the- Mainland's Library Auditorium 
Sept. 11 and Sept. 12. 

The movie, distributed by Films Incorporated and 
released by Tri-Star Pictures in 1986, was directed by 
Francis Coppola with screenplay by Jerry Leicht ling 
and Arlene Sarncr. 

Kathleen Turner played the role of Peggy Sue. while 
Nicholas Cage portrayed her husband, Charlie Bell. 

Peggy Sue, a 43,,year-old who at times looks like 18, 

is facing a divorce. 
As the story begins, Beth. PCggy Sue's daughter. is 

helping her get dressed for her 1960 Class Reunion 
Dance. After arriving at the dance, seeing old friends 
and renewing old friendships, Peggy Sue is selected 
Class Reunion Queen. As the candle-lit cake is rolled 
tow<!-rd the crowned King and Queen, PCggy Sue 
passes out. 

When she revives, she is a teenager of the 1960s, a 
time of bobbie socks and poodle skirts. 

Finding she has traveled back 25 years, Peggy Sue 
searches for Richard. the class nerd but physics expert, 
to see if he can hdp her return to the time of the 
reunion. After she finds Richard, Peggy Sue tells him 
that his futuristic ideas arc going to make him a 
famous inventor. With her knowledge of inventions, 
such as pantyhose, she knows that all of his ideas will 
come true. B;ut. unfortunately m spite of his intel+ 

ligence and knowledge, Richard cannot help Peggy 
Sue return to the class reunion. But somehow she 
returns to present time. 

When Peggy Sue wakes up, not at the reunion but in 
the hospital. she finds Charlie, her husband, and 
daughter Beth, by her bed. Charlie, who had wanted a 
divorce at the beginning of the movie, decides he wants 
to make the marriage work. 

The movie captivated my attention and triggered 
memories as Peggy Sue took us back to the '60s. In 
movie criticS Siske! and Ebert style, 1 rate this movie 
"thumbs up." 

The Student Activities Board 's next feature is 
Crocodile Dundt'eset for Oct. 9 and !Oat 7 p.m. in the 
Library Auditorium. 

Crocodile Dundee is rated PG-13. 

Meaning of Labor Day lost - workers not honored 
R\H'\\IJ\111 
",pt'oal to tht> lntt'r( 0\1 

In 1882, Peter J. McGuire, founder of the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters, suggested a national 
holiday to honor the working people. It took five years 
of campaigning by organized labor unions before the 
idea of Labor Day began to get some recognition. 

Oregon became the first state to adopt Labor Day as 
a legal holiday in 1887. Then in 1894, 12 years after 

McGuire's recommendation, President Grover Cleve
land signed a bill to make Labor Day an official 
holiday. 

For many years people a(:tually commemorated the 
day for what it is suppposed to be, but today, most 
people like myself use the day to sleep, catch up on 
soap operas, get some sun: or watch the Jerry Lewis 
Labor Day Telethon. 

Though Labor Day was initiated to honor the work 

• • 

force with a day of rest, many people still have to go to 
work, especially sales people who are involved in 
Labor Day sales. 

It is ironic that we no longer hear about honoring 
our work force. Instead, people work on Labor Day 
and think nothing of it. 

Even though most people no longer honor the day 
for its intended purpose, I am glad it's a holiday 
because I don't have to go to school or work 
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We ha.ve so many peop e h a e e tered compe 
titions and done so well," Mona Marshall said with 
pride as she introduced Janet Proctor, winner of an 
honorable mention at the 1987 Photographer.'t Forum 
and Jill Mardis , a finalist at the same event. 

"This is a worldwide event,., Mona said ... Only 8 
percent of the 19,000 people who enter become 
finalists and only 150 receive an honorable mention ... 
She also introduced Gary Upton Who won an award at 
the Texas City Photo Competition this year for one of 
his scenics of East Texas. · 

Marshall, photography instructor at College of the 
Mainland for nine years and an award-winning photo
grapher herself, is very enthusiastic about her students 
and their progress. It's a challenge to teach photography 

. according to Marshall because of the diversity of the 
students in any given class and their individual 
expectations of the course. 

Some students enroll in photography courses to 
develop portfolios while others simply want to learn 
how to use their cameras Marshall explained. "It's 
exciting," she said. "The image must communicate 
what you are trying to say ... l encourage the students 
to take risks, to do things which they are not com
fortable with," she said. 

Marshall became interested in photography while 
she was still in high school. She began by taking 
photographs of fences and says that she has always 
had a need to make images. She attended the Tyler 
School of Art in Rome, Italy, the University of 
Michigan and the San Francisco Art Institute where 
she received a master of fine arts degree in 1974, 

·she has won man{'awaTas including thfee feJ. 
lowships al The Macdowell Colony in Peterborough, 
N. H. During October Marshall will exhibit her show 
Tender Visions at the Galveston Art Center. Then the 
exhibit will move to the Transco Tower in Houston. 
She also is planning a one-person show, The Barrens, 
at Harris Gallery in Houston set for May-June 1988. 

She is currently working on a series of landscapes of 
the Texas Gulf Coast ... If I lived anywhere else I 

Awud•winninc: photo&rapby students ,.., to be on the other side of a camtra. Pictured. from left, GffJ' Upton, 
instructor Mona Marshall, Jill Mardis and Janet Prodor. (Photo by Ron BertothJ) 

wouldn't be doing this, "she said with herusual energy 
and enthusiasm. She says that she is attracted to the 
"subtle beauty of abandolled and ~ a1ias ... 

The COM photography department will get a 
Cibachrome processor this year, Marshall said. She is 
very pleased with this development, especially since 
many of the schools in this area still do their processing 
with drums. "'The Cibachrome is incredibly beautiful 
and much more stable than other color processes." 

Marshall encourages COM students to take the time 
to look at the photography exhibit in the COM library 

of the photography students' trip to Europe. Students 
had an opportunity to photograph people from other 
countries in ilicir own environment. They tr&vele<ho 
England, Holland and France. The next trip will be 
closer to home, probably Austin, she says. 

Marshall would like to see more COM students 
involved in photography ... Art allows people to 
tolerate ambiguity, to develop interests in new things. 
It also increases your confidence and trust in your own 
judgment," she said. Besides, "It's fun." 

Young's views reinforced by third world trip 

Economics instructor 
photo. 

Robert Y ou'ng breaks for a 
(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

R"MJ(II\FI Orla(Rl/ 
Staff Reporter 

Time to get radl Radical is what Robert L. Young, 
College of the Mainland's economics professor con
siders himself. 

According to Young, a self-proclaimed left-winger, 
"Whether you like it or not, economics has a critical 
impact on your life." His gripe is that the average 
people have too little to say about production. 

Young was raised in New Mexico, but spent most of 
his life in Southern California. Young attended 
Riverside Commu,;aity College in Riverside, Calif., 
and went on to the University of California Riverside 
to acquire his bachelor's and master's degrees in 
economics. ' 

Young decided to be an economist in the late 1960s. 
"l wasn't particularly interested in academics until I 
got involved with the anti+war movement. Actually the 
major mqtivation for me getting involved in econo
mics was a trip to the third world provided to me by 
Uncle Sam." 

Young was drafted into the Army in 1967 and after 
spending "a couple of years in South Korea," became 
disenchanted with the third world economic situation. 
On his return to a turbulent California, "where some 
very good teachers sparked an interest, .. he was led to 
become an economist. 

Th:: professor is adamant about military spending 

saying, "Present military spending is perverting . . . 
and undermining the economy." He went on to say. 
"The largest planned economy in the world outside the 
Soviet Union is the military-industrial complex in this 
country." 

Young feels a change is needed economically. 
"There needs to be some major reorganization of the 
system. I think it should come along the lines of 
expanding democracy rather than limiting it." 

As an executive boatd member of a millright union 
in Los Angeles and working construction prior to that, 
Young has seen both the management and the labor 
viewpoint of issues. Because of these experiences, he 
believes that workers need to be more involved with 
the decision making process. · 

Young feels labor/management struggles need to 
become a dinosaur of the past, and for efficiency's sake 
these two must work together for mutual benefit. With 
this in mind. he eagerly awaits a chance to work within 
the COM Labor Studies program. 

'"I am really happy here at COM and am a firm 
believer in the community college system." Young 
feels it is great for those who are unable to attend 
four-year schools for various reasons. 

In summation Young says, "Unless a society can 
provide a set of institutions that have the freedom to be 
critical of the most powerful institutions, then that 
society is ~oing to stagnate." 
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Campus Sports 

Bryant: P.E. requirements more than physical 

Jerry (J.B.) Bryant (center) assists student Maryanne 
Waer(bottom) at the bench press as Keith Movat (left) 
works out on the military press. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

H, Bl Hl \ O trn \(,(; 
"'faff Hl P"rt1 r 

Most people refer to Jerry Bryant as J.B., but 
occasionally he's addressed as .. Coach." Although he 
usually assumes it's meant in an affectionate manner, 
the image he invisions is that of a pot-bellied, tobacco
chewing high school, or even pee-wee league coach. 

"Coaches don't educate or even encourage social
ization because the game is their top .priority, rather 
than the participants' welfare. As a matter of fact, 
most physical educators resent being called coach 
because of this stereotypical collectivity ... 

Bryant adds, .. In The Last Picture Show a quote by 
George Bernard Shaw is used and expanded to say, 
'Those who can. do; those who can't do, teach; and 
those who can't teach, teach P.E.' But I consider 
myself as much a health educator as a physical 
educator. 

"In today's media, the majority of attention is paid 
to fitness and health addicts, but in reality they are in 
the minority. Today even very young children are 
being found to be at risk of heart disease. This may be 
attributed to poor nutrition and at best sporadic 
physical activity, such as the poorly organized activ
ities in elementary education ... Bryant says. 

.. The fallacy that just any kind of exercise will do for 
everyone, and the minute knowledge of methods and 
other specifics involving fitness and nutrition are no 
doubt culpable fer many health problems in general. 

For example, some new students, arrive with the 
misconception, especially in weight training, that there 
is only physical acitivity required in the class and don't 
anticipate having written tests." Bryant believes that 
physical education must incorporate both the body 
and the mind. 

Racquetball championship tourneys 
played at COM and Lowry Center 

B~ \ll(HUI Dda(Hl / 
Staff Reporter 

Slam! Barn! It's a racquetball jam! 
College of the Mainland sponsored a men's dual 

racquetball tournament at the Lowry Center in Texas 
City Sept. 11 and 12. 

The Class C. Men's division took place at COM 
while the Class B Men played at the Lowry Center. 

In C action Lance Pledger, 25, of Pearland took first 
defeating Larry Bedard of La Marque 11-9 in the 
championship game. The two often play at COM. 
When asked why they play racquetball, Pledger 
replied, .. It keeps me from gaining wejght," while 
Bedard answered, "I play softball and I do this for 
conditioning ... 

At the Lowry center Mike Barker of Texas City 

took first place. Barker went through the pack 
unbeaten turning back Joey Young in the champion
ship match. 

Maryann Urick, recreation coordinator, directed 
the tournament at COM. Wendell Bell, weekend 
supervisor, oversaw the tournament at the Lowry 
Center. 

The two were pleased by the efforts of the men 
although a bit disapppointed by the sparse turnout. 
Only 14 men signed up for the event and no women. 

The first two contestants in each division received 
trophies, and all contestants received T-shirts as well 
as refreshments. 

Urick is already looking forward to another 
tournament in the spring. She said she hopes she and 

Bryant is currently teaching foundations of fitness 
and health, weight training, weight reduction and 
maintenance, exercise for women and racquetball. 

Originally from Fordyce, Ark., Bryant earned a 
John Gray Award for highest scholastic grade point 
average for an athlete at Lamar University in 
Beaumont. There he received his bachelor of science 
degree, accepted a fellowship to work on his master's 
degree and coached a freshman basketball team. He 
accepted another fellowship at the University of 
Houston and worked as a teaching assistant. He also 
worked as a research assistant with Dr. Andrew 
Jackson, a professor at UH, and earned 54 hours 
toward his doctorate. 

Bryant has three children, daughters Tiffany, 14, 
and Harmony, 7, and son Harley, 3. He enjoys 
Spending as much time as possible with them, and may 
occasionally be seen with them on campus. Bryant 
says he is very proud that his 14-year-old is very health 
conscious and participates in a wide variety of activities 
without being coaxed. 

Included in Bryant's other interests, are fishing, 
sewing, writing prose and poetry, and he is currently 
enrolled in a creative writing class at COM. 

Bryant relates that his most rewarding moments are 
the times when a former student expresses his 
appreciation for the experience and knowledge he has 
gained from having taken part in one of his classes. 

The general concensus of students and faculty alike 
is that Bryant is consistantly enthusiastic and always 
prepared to do anything to help. He will guide or 
prpvide informative material within his area of 
expertise to anyone who just asks. It's obvious that he 
sincerely believes in what he is doing and cares for the 
well-being of each individual. 

COM racquetball tourney finalist& (from left) are: 
Lonee Pledlff llnl p1 ... ; and Larry Bedard, second plaee. 

(Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Bell will be kept a little busier the next time with a 
bigger draw. 

Startin - an exercise program to fit your needs 
B~ ~T \C, (;JI BFH-1 
Staff H.eporltr 

Starting an exercise program is one of the main 
concerns for people who wish to remain physically fit. 
Most people, however, do not know how to start an 
exercise program. If someone jumps into an exercise 
program ignorant of their limitations they may injure 
themselves. 

To help people overcome this problem, Maryann 
tJrick, re~reation director at College of the Mainland, 

coordinated a workshop on How to Start an Exercise 
Program held Sept. 16 at COM. The workshop was 
designed to inform participants of what type of 
program would best benefit them. 

The workshop participants were advised to follow 
an aerobiC program and given fitness tests to monitor 
their endurance, flexibility , cardiovascular system, 
muscular system and body fat percentages. The tests 
were given by Cathy Howard, coOrdinator of the Stay 
Well program at Mainland Center Hospita1 and a 

part-time faculty inember at COM. 
Urick commented that the COM P.E. and health 

class instructed by Jerry Bryant is similar to the 
workshop. 

The · workshop was held for only one day, but the 
participants are expected to meet one month after the 
workshop to note their progress. 

Urick -hopes there Will be another workshop on 
starting an exercise program in January. 

• 

Questions for 
today's students 

Michael 
Murphy 

Welcome. Another school year is upon us and again 
we find ourselves up to our eyes in paperwork and 
reading assignments, supposedly in the pursuit of 
knowledge to help us answer life's fundamental 
questions. You know, the old "Knowledge is truth" 
axiom. 

We must, however, keep all this in perspective in 
order to retain our sanity. The pursuit of knowledge is 
a noble endeavor indeed, but there is a limit to how 
much we will acquire during our college years. So no 
matter how many lectures you listen to or books you 
read, there will always be those unanswerable 
question15 that have plagued mankind since the dawn 
of humanity. 

Now I'm not talking about questions like "What is 
the meaning of life?" or "Does God exist?" These are 
questions philosophers have been pondering for 
centuries and have yet to arrive at any concrete 
conclusions. Besides, these questions by their very 
nature, are unanswerable anyway. 

No, the questions I'm referring to are far simpler in 
content. They scream at us every day, but we have 
become oblivious to them for one reason or another. 
Questions like: ls there such a thing as a Wayne 
Newton fan? Think about it. Have you ever a.ctually 
met qne? Or have you even seen a Wayne Newton 
album? 

Has Ed Marinaro really always wondered why they 
put Miller beer in a clear bottle? Ed apparently leads a 
life of exemplary dullness. 

Does anyone really order merchandise from late 
night television ads? J have yet to see a Ginsu knife, a 
Popiel pocket fisherman, or an amazing laser beam 
watch. 

Has anyone ever heard of Richard Claydermari or 
Zamfir (the master of the pan flute)? Would anyone 
intentionally listen to their music? 

If elevators elevate, and escalators escalate, then 
what do you call an elevator or an escalator that's 
going down? 

Granted, these are not the most profound questions 
mankind has ever encountered, but they serve their 
purpose. There are those things beyond the scope of 
human understanding which, perhaps, we were not 
meant to know. We can only hazard to guess. 

Let's try to maintain our perspective. There will 
always be those enigmatic questions that no amount of 
education will enable us to answer. 

So the next time you're at a party and some 
obnoxious Rice graduate with an IQ roughly equi
valent to the national debt is expounding on the 
deteriorating condition of education in the United 
States,just sidle up to him and ask "Hey is it true that 
when Coca Cola's a part of your life, you can't beat the 
feeling?" 

Oh, those unanswerable questions. 

Women's series set 
College of the Mainland once again presents The 

Women's Brown Bag Series, which deals with co~
temporary problems of modern women. Dates arc.as 
follows: Women Who Love Too Much on Oct. 8, 
Surviving Holiday Mania on Nov. 19 and One Parent 
Families on Dec. 10. 

The series is presented on Thursdays, 12:30-1 :30 p.m. 
in the Student Center. For more information call 938-
1211, ext. 470. 

• 
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AUtomotive instructor Upton Lackey (center) and students Bobby Tumlinson, Albert Richardson, Ir., Upton 
Lackey, Ernest McCart, and Jesse Coronada 1et a close up look at a cu engine, (Photo by Jim Hi&&ins) 

Free Safety check at COM 
II\ RJ, Ht, I ISi'\(, 
...,1:tff Repurh·r 

If your car wheezes, squeaks, hisses or clanks, then 
it's probably clamoring for attention. 

The Automotive Department at College of the 
Mainland is planning a free safety check in con
junction with the 20th anniversary celebration at 
COM near the end of October. 

Automotive students will direct people through the 
IOO-point safety check. Each participant will be given 
a checklist to fill out with guidance from the 
automotive students. The participant will determine 
his or her own degree of involvement 

Preventive maintenance insures safe driving, in
creases the life of your car, helps control pollution and 
saves on gas. A well-tuned car will significantly reduce 
the level of carbon monoxide and hydrocarbons 
discharged by a car. The auto will also average 6 
percent better fuel economy than an untuned car, 
according to the Environmental Protection Agency. 

Listen to the noises your car makes. Don't ignore 

the high pitched squeaking that tells you the brake 
pads are wearing out, experts warn. If you do, it could 
make the difference between $20 pads and several 
hundred dollars to have the rotors turned or replaced. 
Have your brakes checked by a certified technician at 
least once a year. 

"Watch out for the red lights on your dashboard 
indicating oil, temperature and alternator problems 
because the car may not be safe to drive. Have the car 
checked out immediately if those lights go on,"advises 
Upton Lackey, COM Automotive Technology in
structor. Driving a neglected vehicle is dangerous. not 
only to yourself and your passengers, but also to othef 
drivers on the road. 

The JOO-point safety list will include a check of tires 
and wheels, alignment, ignition, steering, fluid levels, 
suspension, exhaust system and more. Inspect your 
windshield wipers before rain impairs your view to see 
if they are operating correctly. 

For more details about the auto safety check, 
contact the COM Automotive Technology Depart
ment, (409) 938-1211, ext. 284 or 259. 

SAB anticipates banner year 
B\ HJ, HJ, I ISi'(, 
Staff Reporter 

• g 
I 987-88 College of the Mainland school year was filled 
with enthusiastic and talented people. 

As the meinbers rounded the tables to introduce 
themselves, Diana Marabillas , one of five returning to 
the SAB from last year said, "We had a lot off un, but it 
was hard work, too." In all, 15 students attended. 

Eva Neinas, secretary of the COM Physical 
Education Department, along with new SAD member 
Dennis Baralis, and Marabillas, attended the National 
Art College Association Convention in Austin on 
Sept. 26 and 27. 

The convention offers training in leadership skills 
and communication. Entertainers and artists come to 
perform and show their art to the collected college 
groups. Arrangements for performances at ~t:veral 
colleges may be worked out at a discount group rate 
during the convention. 

Maryann Urick, COM student activities coordin
ator, discussed the purpqse and function of the board 
in planning COM events. Funds come from the 50 
cents pPr credit hour activity fee students pay. Campus 
clubs and organizations determine how to spend the 

allocated )6,000 for projects and entertainment. 

,. .. 

Approximately $22,000 is voted on and used by the 
SAB for everything from dances and musicians to 
picnics and instrvctions for siolk screening T-shirts. 

Some upcoming events are: Oct. 14, special guest 
speaker Cesar Chavez, president and founder of the 
United Farm Worker's Union; Oct. 13 and 14, blood 
drive; aitd the Halloween House of Horrors and 
costume contest on Oct. 31. 

See SAB Pace 8 

COM celebrates 

College of the Mainland will celebrate its 
20th.anniversary with an open house Sunday, 
Oct. 25, from 1:30 to 6 p.m. 

Guest speakers will present a program on 
early life at COM at 3 p.m. 

Activities include a tour of the Child Care 
Center, demonstrations in the Technical
Vocational Building such as equipment and 
techniques in refrigeration and welding. Each 
building is involved in some type of event. 

• 
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Campus News/Editorials 

High cost of books - student seeks answers 
B} ( H .\S (,O{H>t 

Staff H:t·porter 

A recent visit to the campus bookstore had once 
again voided my savings, and my frustration over 
another ··'bookstore ripoff,. led me out into the 
wilderness searching for an answer to that eternal 
question, .. Who is pocketing all that cash?" 

After hours of roaming through thick underbrush 
and fighting back the dense jungle, I came upon an 
ancient shack, built entirely from old Jackson 5 (sic) 
albums, and painted above the front door was .. Home 
of ROHAN the Wiseset (sic) Man on Erth." Full of 

wonder, I entered. 
Upon hearing the reasons for my despair, ROHAN 

(the Wiseset Man on Erth) told me to ask of him 
anything I wished ancl he would extract the answer 
from the heavens an4 rain down solitude upon my soul 

Well, he didn't know who gets to pocket all that cash 
either, but he assured me that a multitude of others 
also shared my grief, and that the solution to our 
problem would only be found in the answers to many 
other questions. 

After one last chorus of Rockin-Robin, I gathered 
my strength and left that little shack armed orily whh 

ROHAN's list of questions and his haunting in
structions to share them with his fellow victims. 

Somehow 1 was wiser already. In any event he 
slipped me some old Temptations albums I could 
pawn for some quick cash. 

Here, for all to ponde,-, are some of those probing 
questions: 

Why do the new editions of most texts rise 
substantially in price even if you just bought the 
previous edition a relatively short time ago? 

Do all new editions have an extra appendix to 
justify a higher price, or is a higher price justified 
because it has an extra appendix? 

Will your knowledge of the basic concepts of a 
subject be lacking because you are working with 
figures that are 4 years old and not 2? 

Is it really necessary to buy a new edition of a text 
every time a profit-minded publisher can find a co
conspirator author to make a pseudo update of the 
text? 

Can previous editions be found for new students, or 
are all these books so fascinating that the publisher 
sells out every printing? 

Is it entirely impossible to teach the same course 
from two different editions, or are students not able to 
follow such a curriculum? 

- -, 

How many study guides are really used enough by_ 
the class to make them mandatory1 

Multi-cultural art shown at COM 
8\ ( H \S (,OODI 
Staff Repor1t·r 

A special showing of drawings by Calvin Yau Ching 
and sculptures by Robert Bourdon is currently on 
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display in the College of the Mainland Art Gallery and 
will continue through Oct. 22. 

Ching's award-winning drawings are a colorful and 
exotic expression of his multi-cultural background. 
Ching was born in Hawaii and raised in a blend of 
Asian, Hawaiian and American cultures. 

Ching uses fish and flowers to symbolize the cycle of 
life, and he uses various colors to represent inner 
emotions. Black stands for self-centeredness, maroon 
for sensuality, white and yellow for spirituality. 
Through this symbolism, and a fluid use of lines, 
Ching successfully expresses the exotic lyricism of the 
heritage and music of Hawaii. 

Bourdon presents through his sculpture a unique 
insight into the psyche of the human mind. His works 
continually appear to be created from materials whiCh 

are not even used. He gives wood the image of metal, 
stone, fabric and various other properties, constantly 
challenging one's sense of reality. He also is a master at 

giving his art the ability to assume much greater 
dimensions in perception than it actually possesses. 
Bourdon's interesting use of lighting, his ability to take 
ordinary objects such as innertubes and make them 
seem completely unique and his rare talent for playing 
on the preconceived notions of indivi4uals make this 
<;OM gallery showing a must. 

• 

How many books are bought new at full price for a 
class that doesn't even use half the book? 

Why must we buy books even if the professors say 
they won't use them.? 

There is no substitute for knowledge, and no place 
better to put one's money, yet the entire process seCms 
unfair and inefficient. 

And still, the list goes on. 

Monica Wortblnaton (left) and Cheryl Gayden admire 
artist Robert Bourdon'! sculpture, "Shift." 
(Photo by Ron llertothy) 
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Water 
R\ "I\(\ LIi R~Rf 
...,,aff Ht'portt'r 

• exercise 

Hydro-aerobics is being used as a form of warm-up 
before a workout by athletes and as a way to tone the 

Eva Neinu instructs a water exercise dass. 
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- there's no sweat involved 
body. 

Due to the attention this form of exercise is being 
given, the physical education department at the 
College of the Mainland offers a regular course in 
water exercise and a less strenuous course for senior 

(l'lloto by Maryann Uriel) 

citizens. 
These exercises are designed to stretch the muscles 

and tone the body. They are safer than floor exercises 
because the water eliminates the possibility of falling. 
Water also protects the body and muscles from injury, 
since the buoyancy of water overrides the gravitational 
pull. This in turn lessens the strain on the body and 
muscles. 

Eva Neinas, instructor of the regular course:, is 
secretary of the physical education department and 
has studied water exercise for three years. Her water
exetcise course also strengthens the circulatory system 
and increases flexibility and endurance, as well as 
increasing lung ventilation. 

Marge Cooper, a part-time faculty member, instructs 
a water exercise program specifically geared for senior 
citizens. 

Although a 90 percent loss of body weight occurs 
when an individual is submerged in water from the 
neck down, this class is not intended as a weight 
reduction course. If a weight loss is desired, an eating 
program has to be established along with extra 
exercise. 

Both classes are on Mondays and Wednesdays. The 
regular water exercise class is from 6: IO to 6:55 p.m., 
while the seniors' program is from 2 to 3 p.m. Each 
course costs S20. 

COM's Outdoor Club canoes down-the Frio 
B, \1 \l{h: k•'\\l D\ 
Staff Reportn 

College of the Mainland'S Outdoor Oub journeyed 
to the Frio River over the Labor Day weekend for an 
exhilarating canoe trip, according to Maryann Urick, 
the club's coordinator. 

Twenty-four members of the Outdoor Club traveled 
to Garner State Park near San Antonio to meet the 

challenge of the Frio ... It was great because it was the 

first time for all of us," Urick said. The group canoed 
Saturday and Sunday, spending the night in the park. 

Due to unpredictable water levels, the Frio has not 
-been part of the club's-agenda. However recent rains 
raised the river's water level and made it suitable for 
canoeing. 

"We had a few turnovers, but no casualties to speak 
of," Urick reported. 

Urick, familiar with many Texas rivers, was 
impressed with the cleanliness of the Frio ... There are 

not many left like it. So many of them are polluted," 
Urick told of the Frio. Some of the club's members 
found time to swim under water with a mask and 
-snorkel and fflllnieled-at the-Frio~-elarity. 

Club members canoed approximately 16 miles of 
the: Frio's "crystal clear" rapids while absorbing the 
majesty of the limestone bluffs and cypress lining the 
banks. 

Anyone interested in joining the Outdoor Club may 
contact Maryann Urick at (409) 938-1211 ext. 418. 

PTK expects large enrollment and plans full semester 
H\ Rt RI\ O. RH:\(,(, 

Staff Hqrnrter 

Qualified students arc encouraged to apply for 
admittance to Phi Theta Kappa, a national honor 
society for community junior colleges. 

PTK's Sigma Delta Chapter was established at 
COM on April 3, 1968 with the certification pro
clamation issued at Canton, Miss. 

Membership qualifications are a minimum grade 
point average of 3.6, at least 12 semester hours 
completed toward an associate's degree or transfer 
credit, and current enrollment at COM for no less than 
six credit hours. 

COM has again broken its enrollment record with 
3307 students registered, PTK officers are hopeful that 
the increase will be reflected in its membership. 

PTK 's membership is at !08 and there are 254 
additional students fulfilling eligibility at this time. 
The final date for applications is Oct. 12 to be eligible 
for PTK this fall. 

Scheduled activties this month include fall initia
tions set for Oct.18, the gasoline give-away drawing 
Oct. 25 at CO M's Open House, a Halloween haunted 
house Oct. 31, and PTK's district meeting at COM on 
Nov. 14. 

The Honors Topic Theme at the district meeting will 
be "The U.S. Constitution Assuring Continuity through 
Controversy." 

The PTK District Meeting will feature a continental 
breakfast and door prizes among the mahy giveaways. 
The conventions general session will be held in the 

Learning Resources Center, whereas the breakout 
sessions (members will split into smaller groups) will 
be held at the Student Center. 

Officers include Linda Birdwell, president; Mike 

Ridlen, vice president; Jody Clafferty, treasurer. Rosalyn 
Jackson, secretary; Celia Full, reporter; Hiroko 
McCarty, historian; and David Hansmire, advisor. 

For further information call 938-1211, ext. 333. 

Fall '17 lnterCOM staff pauses for pbot<>11rapb. Standln1 (from left): Cbu c.oode, reporter; Bebe Lisin1, 
reporter /typesetter; Michael De La Cruz, reporter; Michael Murphy, editor; Mark Kennedy, reporter; Sandy 
Trotter, reporter; and Altrid H. Lowery, adrisor. Seated (from left): Eleanor Dowm,. reporter; Stacy GUbert, 
reporter; Berta O. Bn11, reporter; and Ron Bertothy, bead pbotocnpher/reporter. Not pidured, Lynelle 
Ward anishnt editor. (Photo by Ron llertotby) 
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What's happening 
Open labs 

College of the Mainland offers free to students the 
use of its facilities in multidisciplinary computer, 
typing, and word processing laboratories located in 
the Technical-Vocational building. 

Open lab schedules for Fall '87 are as follows: 

MCL is open on Mondays and Tuesdays, 8 a.m. to 
8 p.m.; Wednesdays and Thursdays, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.; 
and Fridays from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. The room number 
is T-320. 

Typing open labs are Tuesdays 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.; 
Wednesdays 9:30 to 10:50 a.m. and 8:45 to IO p.m.; 

Student activities calendar 
By Mark Kamody 

Musicians and other entertain
ers will perform outside during 
College Hour Tuesda)' and Thurs-

days from 12:30-1:30 p.m. In 
iru:lement weather perfonnances 
will be in the Student Center. For 
more . information call Maryann · 
Unelc at (409) 9311-1211 ext. 418. 

Collqe H- Spedllls, ETtn IUl<I Spotts 

~... AdiYlty 

Thursday, Oct. 8 .••.•..•.••.. . ••.• A club organw,tional meeting will be held at 12:30 
p.m. in the Student Center Room 203-A. 

Saturday, Oct. 10 ...•...•......... COM has arranged a bus trip to the Texas 
Renaissance Fe'Stival leaving at 8 a;m., returning at 7 
p.m. Fees a"' Sl.6 for adults, $10 for children 5-12, 
and $6 for children under 5. 

Tuesday-Wednesday, Oct. 13, 14 .... Give blood and receive free :r-<hirts and koozies. 

Wednesday, Oct. 14 , . , ............ Founder of the Unit.Id Fa,m Workers, Cesar Chavez 
will speak in Room L-131 (library auditorium) from 
2-4 p.m. and 6-1! p.m. 

Wednesday, Ott. 14 ............... Exercise tips given free with student ID at 7 p.m .. 

Friday, Oct. 16 .. , , ............... Dr. Lockhart speaks on "Birth Dcl'ects" as part of 
the Muscular Dystrophy Spker's series in Room 
L-131 at 10 to 10:50 a.m. 

Friday, Oct. 16 .•....••.... , ..... , Country We5tem Dance Workshop will be held in 
P-112 at 7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. Cost is $3 per person. 

Friday-Sunday, Oct. 16-18 ..•• , ...•. The OUtdoor Oub sponsors a bike trip. 

Monday & Monday, Oct. 19, 26 ..... A Foot Reflexology Workshop will be held in Room 
P-112 at 7 to 8:30 p.m. Fe< is $8 per person. 

Sunday, Oct. 2S ••. , , ... , •..••.•••• COM celebrates it's 20th annivenary! 

Tuesday, Oct. 27 ....•..•••.•....•. A Halloween face-decorating contest will be held for 
· teams of four, One person from each team gets 

decorated by teem membcn. 

Tuesday, Oct. 27 , , ..•. ••• , •..•. , .. The Environmental Committee will disclllS 
Municipal Waste Management and Recyclins at 
7:30 p.m. in A-148. Call ext. 331 for information. 

Saturday~ Oct, 31 • • .••••••.•.. •.•• Grade of ""W" will be given for classes dropped on or 
before this date. 

Tuesday, Nov. 3 • , ....••....•.... . Sparky Koerner~a Jazz Express livens the afternoon 
with music. 

Wednesday. Nov. 4 .•...•.••••. , ••• Admission requirements must be met by this date 
(or early registration. 

Thunday. Nov. S •• • •••••• , ••••••• Learn to silk s~n T .shirts. 

Friday, Nov. 6 , , •• , , , • , , • ,. . , .•. •• Dr. Youmans speaks on "Heart Surgery-Pacemaker 
Implantarions,"in Room L-131 at IOa.m. 

Munday, Nov. 9 , •••• , •.••..•••••. Free workshop on International Folkdance will be 
held at 7:30 p.m. in Ronm P-112: 

and Thursdays 12:30 to I :30 p.m., 3 to 4:30 p.m. and 
8:45 to 10 p.m. Room numbers are T-115 and T-116. 

Word processing open labs are Mondays 2 to 5:45 
p.m.; Tuesdays at 8 to 9:20 a.m., 11:30 to 5:45 p.m.; 
Fridays8 to9:20a.m. and 12:30to4:30p.m. The room 
number is T-106. 

Pari-mutuel betting 
State Rep. Lloyd Criss and marketing represen

tative Jim Lee will speak for pari-mutuel betting while 
attorney Jim Mahan and Baptist minister the Rev. 
Weston Ware will speak against pari-mutuel betting. 
The debate, The Greyhound Controversy: Going to 
the Dogs and Off to the Races, will be held in Room 
L-13l(libraryauditorium)Tuesday, Oct. 20,from 7JJp.m. 

Basketball sign up 
Students and employees are encouraged to sign up 

for College of the Mainland's new intramural basket
ball program. Games will be played on Thursday 
afternoons at the COM gym. Each participant will be 
charged a nominal fee to cover the cost of awards. A 
meeting will be held on Oct. 15 at 3 p.m. at the gym. 
Anyone wishing information can contact Maryann 
Urick at ex.t. 418. 

Jazz ensemble 
Co11ege of the Mainland's Jazz Ensemble, directed 

by Sparky Koerner, rehearses Tuesday nights at 8 in 
the Fine Arts Building Room F-J 17. 

"Anyone with ears" according to Koerner, is 
invited to "check out great jazz music by this award 
winning band." 

S AB ------ Continued Crom Pace 3 

• 
The SAB discussed the possibility of having more 

dances, a talent show and more speakers. 
Any student may join the SAB and help decide 

future COM activities. SAB meets every Wednesday 
at 3:30 p.m. in the Student Center. The first club 
organizational meeting is Thursday, Oct. 8 at 12:30 
p.m. in the Student Center 203-A. Call (409) 938-1211 
ext. 417 or 418 for more information. 

Sh Op -----Continued from Page I 

plant who feeds on humans, deserves much applause. 
Each stage of growth and the actual feeding was 
fascinating. You just have to see it in action. 

The cast includes Beland, Miller, P. Scott Vander
pool, Marisa Diotalevi, Vicki Gedosch, Laura Shinn, 
K. Ball Withers, Stallings and Lanier Young. 

l would like to applaud Reggie Schwander who 
directed and put the group together. I greatly 
anticipate the next show at COM. 

Renate--- Continued from Page 1 

The sign on her desk reads "Enter at your own risk" 
and with good reason, too. Her claustrophobically 
small office is made even smaller by the mountains of 
books; papers and videotapes that are haphazardly 
strewn about, but she likes it that way. "I keep 
intending to clean up, but I'm so easily distracted that I 
never get around to it,,. she commented. 

"I would lik.e to tell the kids to take advantage of all 
the opportunities they are presented here. It's a really 
great country with so much to offer to anyone who's 
willing to work for it. I'm proud to live here, and 1 hope 
I represent myself and my country well." · 

• 

SPORTS 
Pages 6 and 7 
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Little Shop of Horr-ors retains bite 

Audrey (Tamara Beland) is surprised br the size of Audrey II, Seymore's (DoU&fas Miller) oute~-space plant. 

(Photo by Jim Hiuins) 

Renate 
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shares 
"I'm basically an old-fashioned teacher. I use the 

board a lot, which I think has a greater impact on the 
student's mind, but 111 try anything to get a student to 
learn," remarked Dr. Renate True, a natural science 
instructor at College of the Mainland. "What I truly 
want is for the students to think, to use their amazingly 
powerful brains. That's not asking too much, is it?" 

Dr. True was describing her teaching methods, 
which sometimes border on the manic. "I try to 
challenge the students by purposely misspelling words 
or saying something absolutely crazy in the middle of a 
lecture, just to see if they're paying attention." She 
darts about the classroom, gesticulating broadly to 
emphasize particular words or concepts, or telling 
anecdotes to liven up her lectures. 

Her rather unorthodox style of teaching has made 
Dr. True a favorite among the students, as evidenced 

~Chavez speaks= 
Cesar Chave1, president and founder of the 

United Farm Workers, will be on campus 
Wednesday. Oct. 14. He wilt speak in Rood'! 
L-131 (library auditorium) from 2-4 p.m. and 
6-8 p.m. Chavez is sponsored by the Dean's 
office. Continuing Education. Social Science 
Department and the Students' Activities Board. 

• 

True feelings 
by her award for the COM Teacher of the Year in 
1985 ... I like to teach, that's the main thing," she 
commented. 'Tm happy teaching here and I like the 
students. All it takes is one good teacher to wake up a 
mind, and I hope I've awakened one or two since I've 
been here." 

Dr. True's unpretentious nature and wry sense of 
humor mask a powerful intellect. She received her 
bachelor's degree in natural history and her master's 
degree in marine biology from the University of Sao 
Paulo in Brnzil, where she was born and raised. 

Dr. True spent five years in France at the University 
of Marseilles, where she received her doctorate in 
biological oceanography. ··1 worked with establishing 
the population of shallow water sea grass and 
comparing those animal populations with the sur
rounding area that had no grass. Pretty tedious stuff."' 
While there, she also met her husband of 24 years, 
Merrill. "I guess you could say that we just hit it off.·· 

One of her many achievements include work on the 
Tektite Project, an experimental underwater habitat 
in St. Thomas. Dr. True's two weeks under the ocean 
made her one of the first five women in history to do 
so, warranting an inclusion in the Who's Who of the 
Women of the World. She speaks five languages, has 
traveled extensively and was at one time the second 
ranked high jumper ilJ Brazil. "If nothing else,., she 
remarked, "I've had a quite varied life. Quite exciting . ., 

Of all her achievements though, Dr. True is 
proudest of her award as the Distinguished American 
Citizen in 1975 and the attendant luncheon at the 

8\ 1,,i,1 If\\ \HI} 

-\,,i,tllnt 1-.dllor 

Despite hearing rave reviews about College of the 
Mainland's theater productions, I had not seen a 
performance. That is, until the Sept. 9 preview of the 
musical production of liltle Shop of Horrors. 

Having seen the original and the musical remake of 
Li1tle Shop of Horrors I anticipated seeing COM's 
musical version. I was not disappointed in the least. 

The comedy/ horror cla'nic is the story of a young 
man, Seymore (who liveaq'On Skidrow), and chances 
upon a plant from outePpace. The plant brings him 
fame and fortune. To keep his much-\1(8nted fame and 
the love of his new girlfriend, Seyll_lPTe must keep the 
plant alive, which to his horr~eds on humans. · 

The performances by 9ffliglas Miller as Seymore 
and Tamara Beland as Scymore's girlfriend Audrey 
were as captivating u the original versions. 

An unexpected highlight was the performance of 
Roger St!!llings as the sadistic dentist. Stallings 
captured the brutal and somewhat vulgar dentist's 
essence throueh his 1a:ue._.-1hat of a mad man. His 
pc,rformancc MS a.nfu.1 gelttl:bft ftl lhil' slN!ift I ole. 

Though Stalling's portrayal of the dentist was 
exceptional, he did not overshadow the other 
performers. Each actor's performance was a delight 
for me to view. 

The special effects for Audrey II, the extraterrestrial 

See Shop Pa1• 8 

with readers 
White House. "I'm really proud to be an American 
citizen now. There's no better place to be, and believe 
me, I know. I've lived in other ·places that were not so 
good." 

See Renate Pa1e I 

Dr .. Renate True lends a shoulder to an old friend. 

(Photo by Ron llertotby) 
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What's Happening 
U.S. Air Force jams 

The U.S. Air Force 74Sth Jazz Ensemble (the 
Mighty 8th) will be at the College of the Mainland 
Campus in the Learning Resource Center Room 131. 
The scheduled performance is Monday, Nov. 16, 
7:30 p.m. The group performs to promote the Ameri
can· art form of music, jazz. 

The showing, part of Galveston Island Jazz Festival 
weekend, is open to the public and no admission will 
be charged. 

This jazz ensemble is from Barksdale Air Force Base 
in Louisiana. They travel the tri-state area (Texa"s, 

Louisiana and Oklahoma) promoting jazz music and 
good public relations with the Air Force and the 
general public. 

Sing with choir 
To open the yuletide season with a bang, the 

Mainland Chorale and Orchestra directed by Hope 
Shiver will perform a Christmas concen of Handel's 
Messiah at College of the Mai.nland Student Center 
Tuesday, Dec. I at 7:30 p.m. 

The audience is invited to sing along on the 
Hallelujah chorus. Admis.sion is $3. All proceeds will 
will pay for the orchestra. 

Student activities calendar 
By STACY GILBERT 

Musicians and other performers 
will entenain outside during Col
lege Hour Tuesdays and Thurs
days from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. 

In inclement weather pctformances 
will be held in the Student Center. 
For more information, contact 
Maryann Urick at (409) 938-1211 
ext. 418. 

Colfece Hour Specials, E•- and Sports 

Daus Adivily 

Tuesday, Nov, IO , , , , ••••••••••• President Larry Stanley will hold an informal visit 

with ~~!!:1fl - - ~..... . . ·····-·;-;;,__ ..,,,,:...._ ·---~ ~·"":.- -~ - _,.,. ·-=:'°"'"""=~~~~11 
Tuesday, No\/. 17 .•••••• , , •• , ••. There wilfl,e a Student versus Employee softbaJI 

game at 12:30 p.m. If it rains. there will be Whiffie .. 
ball in the gym. 

Wednesday, Nov. 18 ••.• ~ •••••••• Fall sports day wiU be held at Alvin Community 
College. 

Thursday, Nov. 19 • • •• ••• •• ,. •••• The I Ith annual Great American Smokeout will 
be observed. President Larry Stanley holds open 
forum on bar_ining smoking at COM in the Student 
Center at 12:30 p.m. 

Friday, Nov, 20 •••••• , ••...•• , • Free movie, Children of a Lesser God at 1 p.m. 

Saturday, Nov;21 ••••• " , •.•••••• The 10th annual Texas Turkey Trot Fun Run will 
begin at 8:45 a.m. 

Saturday, Nov.21 ••••••.• , •..••• Free showir\g of ChildHn of a Lesser God at 7 p.m. 
in the LRCauditorium L-131. 

Tuesday, Nov. 24 ••••••••••••••• Canoe Hour on the Lake starts al 12:30 p.m. 

Tuesday. Nov. 24 ••••.••• , , ••••• The Environmental Committee (ECOM) will discuss 
·Toxics in Galveston Bay .. at 7 p.m. in Room A•l48. 

Fridtty-Sunday, Nov. 26-29 ••• ,, ••• College is cl05ed. The Braz.os River Thanksgiving 
takes place. The canoe trip is $49 per person. 

Tuesday, Dec. I , , •• ~., ••••••••• Don Grant will presenl Island Vibrations at 
12:30 p.m. 

Tuesday and Wednesday. 
Dec. I and 2 •••••••••••••••••• EarlY credit registration for ,pring 198& takes plaCf. 

Tl,!OSday and Wednesday. 
Dec. 8 and 9 ••••••. , ••••••••••• The Art Association wiU hold their Winter Art Sale. 

Wedne1day, Dec. 9 •••••••• -•••••• Admissions requirements must be met by this date 

.. 

in order to be eligible for credit registration On 
Jan. S. 

Ensemble performs 
The COM Jazz Ensemble directed by Sparky Koerner 

will perform on the Strand at 23rd Street under the 
trumpet Nov. 14 at noon. 

The performance, part of the Galveston Island Jazz. 
Festival, is free to the public. There will be jazz music 
from noon to 6 p.m. 

Harris wins election 
The College of the Mainland Phi Theta Kappa 

chapter Sigma Delta, won the election for state 
presidency at the state convention held in Ft. Worth 
last February. COM chapter members campaigned 
hard to win this honor. 

Richard (Monte) Harris was elected, COM state 
president. He will travel throughout Texas in that 
capacity. 

COM members will host the district convention at 
COM Nov. 14. 

Art exhibit set 
The second biennial art gallery exhibition in con

junction with the 20th anniversary celebration of Col
lege of the Mainland features works by 12 Texas artists 
in the Fine Arts Building Nov. 5 - Dec. 18. 

COM faculty selected Texas artists Jud y Doh 
Blossman, Deborah Ellington, Stella Dobbins, Lucas 
JohnsQ!h_ Mona MarshaU,. Julie BgzziLOdette Ruben_. 
Beth """Eidelberg, James Templer, Derck Doshier, Betty 
Yancey and Trish Simonite. Works displayed include 
watercolors, charcoals, oils on canvas, and pen and 
ink drawings on paper. 

Club concerned 
with environment 
By BEBE USING 
Staff Reporter 

. 

The Environmental Committee (ECOM) is a new 
organization at College of the Mainland sponsored by 
Dr. Renate True, natural science instructor. ECO M is 
dedicated to "thinking globally and acting locally." 

Since the group was formed in January 1987, 
monthly programs have included a discussion of the 
Keystone Process, a consensus group appointed by 
regional and local entities addressing citizens' con
cerns, In locating controversial facilities. Other pro
grams presented were a videotape on organizing 
household hazardous waste collection and a presenta
tion about the future of Galveston Bay by Dr. F. 
Hermann Ruden berg, conservation chairman of the 
Galveston Sierra Club. 

ECO M's efforts also center on winning $60,000 in 
highway landscaping funds for Texas City fcom the 
Governor's Community Achievement Awards. The 
$100,000 awarded Galveston by the Texas State 
Highway Department came about because the city 
asked schools and businesses to get involved in litter
clean-up and beautification programs. 

During the November ECOM meeting the future of 
the fishing industry and the use of anti-fouling tri
butyltin paints (which prevent barnacles from accum
ulating on the boat hull) will be discussed, 

Meetings are held the last Tuesday or Wednesday of 
each month in the Administration Building, Room 
A-148 at 7 p.m. For information call Bebe Lising (409) 
9484!03 or Dr. Renate True, (409) 938-1211 ext. 331. 

• 
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Cesar Chavez advocates table-grape boycott 
By BEBE USING 
Staff Reporter 

A warm welcome and a standing ovation greeted 
Cesar Chavez, founder and president of the United 
Farm Workers Association, at College of the Main-

land Oct. 14. 
President Larry Stanley introduced Chavez saying 

he admired him for the sacrifices he has made for 
change. Stanley said Chavez was good for the students 
because he exemplifies ideas of what it takes to stand 
up and be counted in the struggle for decent living. . 

Cesar Chavez, president 
of United Farm Worken, 
addresses COM audience 
Oct. 14. 

(Pbot~..ijm~ 

Chavez announced that a grape boycott is now in 
effect and showed The Wrath of Grapes film depicting 
the suffering and intimidation farm workers still 
experience after 20 years of struggle. 

The film illustrates the fact that farm workers are 
exposed to toxic pesticides which may cause birth 
defects and other diseases. Pressure tactics used to 
prevent workers from organizing unions were demon
strated in the film. 

.. I have come to the court of last resort in America, 
the consumer. We want to make this grape boycott the 
largest in history as a force against poverty and 
injustice," Chavez appealed. After 20 years only 20 
percent of California farm workers have even some 
benefits. 

The $14 billion agricultural industry ignores farm 
laws and their use of pesticides is increasing, Chavez 
said. "The chemicals affect everyone, they are in the 
air, the water, the tissues of infants and in mother's 
milk. Everyone is exposed, including the consumer ... 

According to Chavez only fresh grapes, not wines 
and raisins are being boycotted. The UFW hopes the 
grape boycott will help them gain free and fair elections, 
good faith collective bargaining and a ban on the most 
dangCl'OIIS ~-

Audience questions dealt with laws which are 
needed to protect workers and allow the'm to organize. 
"We have no protection,.., Chavez said. The political 
system of government and growers oppresses the 
workers. Cheating on the workers time and wages, 
making them ride dangerous vehicles and treating 
them like agricultural tools is part of the vicious sys-

Sece Chavez Page 7 

COM celebrates 20th anniversary with open house 
By CHAS GOODE 
Staff Reporter 

"Our open house is an opportunity for us to share 
the pride in what we together have accomplished, and 
to express our appreciation for 20 years of your ongo
ing support, " President Larry Stanley said to the 
audience at College of the Mainland's 20th anniver
sary celebration Oct. 25. ''It is also time to pay tribute 

to our charter employees as well as those who saw the 
future 20 years ago and made it happen." 

The anniversary observance began with a mini
concert by the COM Jazz Ensemble directed by 
Sparky Koerner. The performance set a festive mood 

t 
for the afternoon. 

COM Board of Trustees President Bennie Mat
thews introduced President Stanley who in turn inlro-
duced several speakers. See COM Page 7 

Student injured 
By MICHAEL MURPH\' 
Editor 

A bizarre set of circumstances conspired to 
cause a freak accident on Thursday, Oct. 8 
involving a College of the Mainland handi
capped student. 

See Wheelchair Page 7 
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COM?s'20th annlvenary 
pany draws crowd. 
(Photo by Jim Hi11ins) 
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Campus Editorials 
Mean • • cu1s1ne daily fare at COM cafeteria 
By RON BERTOTHY 
Staff Reporter 

The French fries were pathetically skinny. They 
were loaded down with more oil than a Kuwaiti tanker 
could carry and stuck together in a greasy blob. When 
I tried to pull one out of the pile the entire mess lifted 
out of the tray. In spite of their shortcomings, they 
were much better than the cheeseburger. 

The roll of the cheeseburger had lost a valiant 

English 
By MICHAEL MURPHY 
Editor 

teachers 

Do we need another full-time instructor in the Eng
lish Department at College of the Mainland? 

.. Absolutely," replied Brent Jarrett, an English 
instructor at COM. "Actually, I'd say that we need two 
more instructors in this department. There are always 
more students, especially for classes like freshman 
English, than we have instructors to teach those stu
dents. I have more students in my composition classes 

struggle to absorb the grease oozing from a tasteless 
beef patty of dubious origin. I suspect it must have 
been from Australia. When I picked it up to cat it, it 
literally started falling apart as my fingers mushed into 
the soggy roll. 

In what pan of the third world could I have found 
such a treat'? Could it have been Nicaragua? Iran? New 
Jersey? The correct answer is none of the above; I 
purchased this truck-stop cuisine at the College of the 
Mainland cafeteria. 

The only reason I purchased a cheeseburger and 
fries to begin with is that I could not identify the other 
food in the cafeteria line. 

Why does the food quality have to be so poor? If the 
prices were cheap it might be justifiable, but I paid 
approxi,mately $3.75 for this and.a soft drink. With 
prices this high the cafeteria management should 
explore the possibility of offering financing. 

On March 5 of this year there was a meeting in the 
student center between representatives of the food 
services and students to air grievances (lnterCOM, 
March 1987). It reportedly degenerated into a 
shouting match between these representatives and 
students. Questions were directed at the wrong parties 
creating a highly emotional atmosphere in which 
nothing could be accomplished. This meeting was an 
apparent failure as we still suffer high food prices and 
low food quality. 

Another disturbing aspect of the cafeteria is the 
objects which have Tugboats written on them. 
Tugboats is a Texas City restaurant which has good 
food. If the same people who operate this good 
restaurant arc the very same people operating our 
cafeteria. why is our food so poor? 

Why is Tugboats allowing its image to be tarnished 
in such a fashion? If they have no intention of 
improving the food quality in our cafeteria, then they 
should choose the prudent alternative of disasso
ciating themselves from the COM cafeteria. They 
should find a new name for the cafeteria. 

If a nautical theme is still desired they could call the 
cafeteria Potemkin's after the ship in Sergei Eisenstein's 
1925 film classic The Battleship Potemkin. The poor 
quality of the food drove the crew of the Potemkin to 
revolt. 

While we do not need a revolution here at COM, a 
little action on this problem would be welcome. 

'overwhelmed' with workload 
than I can realistically teach, especially with the sub
jective nature of writing. 

"'I changed the very nature of my freshman composi
tion courses, I think not to the disadvantage of the 
students, but then I may be kidding myself about that. 
I don't take in and read as much of what they write as I 
used to, and the reason is that I'm so close every 
semester to going nuts because I can't afford to inherit 
as much written work as I would, .. Jarrett said. 

.. English 131 is the only course that everyone has 10 

take, no matter what their degree program, so the 
teachers are overwhelmed," remarked Dr. Bill Spillar, 
chairman of the Arts and Humanities Division ... Our 
enrollment is up about 10 percent in English classes, so 
the teachers just had toabsorbthem. ldcally, I'd like to 
see two instructors hired, but do we have the economic 
resources for this, that is the question ... 

Some of the composition classes have 30 or more 
students. which is simply too many students for any 
type of writing coune. Accordin1 to the College 
Section of the National Council of Teachen of 
English. standards are structured so teachcn can give 
the necessary attention for student progress. One of 
the main points of emphasis in this document is the 
limiting of clus sizes to no more than 20 students in 
order to maximize instructor effectiveness. 

Currently. COM employs adjunct (part-time) 
instructon to handle some of the overflow. 

"We use adjunct instructors about whom we know 
next to nothing and whom we pay very little for theii-

• • 

services. Right now we have two of the best adjuncts 
since I've been here, Kathye Bergin and Ouida Garber. 
There are others who are equally qualified such as 
Steve Remollino and Temple Paysse, but we always 
run the risk of losing them. If I were king of the world , 
I'd say let's hire them, but I'm not," Jarrett 
commented. 

"Kathye Bergin and Ouida Garber are two out
standing -instructors and I hope we have a shot at 
hiring them. If we found anybody better than them, I'd 
be amazed. I would hope that they would apply for the 
jobs if they did indeed o¢n up,,. Jarrett concluded. 

.. Yes, I'd like to work here. The full-time instructors 
are overworked, they have too many students and too 
many conferences." Ouida Garber observed. "I have a 
vested interest in this, but you people (COM students) 
have even more of a vested interest. After all. it deals 
with your education and I think a lot of people are 
being slighted. 1 really don't think it's the instructor's 
fault, there's just so much they can do with so much 
work to be done. If you're going to do anything with 
your students' work other than just a superficial 
grading, you can't. There's just too much work." 

It all apparently boils down to an economic issue. 
But what about the students' welfare? How long will 
this situation exist before something is done about it? 

Dr. Spillar leaned back in his chair and shrugged. 
"This idea has been kicked around for some time now. 
The need is documented, it's just a matter of if it will be 
acted upon. I hope the message gets heard." 

• 

Chavez devotes 
life to workers 
By MICHAEL DeLaCRUZ 
Staff Reporter 

Cesar Chave1, president of the United Farm Workers 
of America (UFW) and "one of the heroic figures of 
our time." according to the late Robert Kennedy, 
addressed a general assembly at College of the Main
land Oct. 14 in the college auditorium L-131. 

Chavez. a 60-year-old man of humble origins, has 
spent most of his life striving to better farm working 
conditions. 

He was born on his grandfather's farm in Arizona 
and became a migrant worker at 10,drifting throughout 
the Southwest. After a stint in the Navy in 1945, he 
went to California,and returned to farm working. In 
1948 he married Helen Fabela, whom he met in the 
California Vineyards. 

In 1952, Chavez'migrant work led him to become 
the national director of a self-help group for Hispan
ics, the Community Service Organization (CSO). 

Chavez split from the CSO in 1962 and formed the 
National Farm Workers Association. In three years he 
had recruited 1,200 families into this group and 
merged with another coalition, Agricultural Workers 
Organizing Committee (A WOC), to form the UFW. 

The union called for a boycott strike on table and 
wine grapes using non-violent tactics. The boycott, 
epitomized by Chavez' own 25--day fast, achieved a 
sweeping victory characterized by better working con
ditions and many benefits. 

Three years after this boycott ended another started 
on a national scale. The workers boycotted grapes, 
head lettuce and Gallo wines. With 17 million Americans 
siding w.ith Chavez, he again won a better standard of 
living for the farm workers. 

Chavez 1s now targeting environmental as welf as 
civil rights issues for his new call for a tablc·grape 
boycott. He is out for pesticide eradication and a 

better life for the workers. Chavez also feels the pres
ent California government hasn't dealt him a fair hand 
recently, therefore, he must turn to national support. 

At the present Chavez is touring colleges trumpeting 
his new grape boycott hoping to convince people of the 
farm workers plight. He claims to be .. shooting for 20 
million people, .. hoping for the bandwagon effort to 
pick up the reported '"five or six million" now boycot
ting table grapes in the United States and Canada. 

Cha vez----<Continued from Pase I 

tern which prevents us from be'coming organized. Sex
ual harrassment is common for those forced to do 
anything to keep their jobs in order to survive. 

Members of the audience asked what they could do 
to help the cause in addition to not buying grapes. 
Chavez encouraged them to ask others to participate 
in the boycott and said VHS videotapes of the film are 
available to copy and distribute. 

The Wralh of Grapes is in the COM library and an 
updated version is presently being put together. Cesar 
Chavez can be contacted at P.O. BOX 62, Keene CA 
93531-9989. 
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Police academy cadets Kou Lauderdale (left) and Debbie Walton donate blood dllrlns COM Blood Orin Oct.13. 

(Photo by Ron Bertotby) 

Blood donating is no big pain 
By LYNELLE WARD 
Assistant Editor 

Since I started attending College of the Mainland I 
have avoided donating blood. But when the Student 
Activities Board and the Blood Center of Houston 
hosted another blood drive at COM on Oct. 13and 14, 
I decided to donate. 

I had intended to give blood on several other 
occasions, but always chickened out at the last moment. 
It was frightening to think of myself actually donating 
my blood. The closest I've ever come to losing my 
blood has been a cut or scratch, to which I quickly 

· applied p1essa1c co stopJ:he bleallng: 
I also have sympathetic friends who have informed 

me of every side effect and possible problem resulting 
from giving blood. You would never believe the myths 
you hear when you're about to donate. My major fear 
was the risk of catching a blood-oriented disease, such 
as AIDS. 
Since I wasn't sure of all that I had heard about 

donating blood, I contacted my doctor and discussed 
the risks of donating. He assured me that there is little 
to worry about, because sterile needles arc used and 
the risk of contracting a blood-oriented disease is 
almost nonexistent: ,After I received that information 
it was much easier to face the needle. 

Most people -don't donate because they aren't 
properly informed. Anyone who gives can feel safe. 
The blood is taken by professionals so you arc in good 
hands. 

Regrettably not everyone can donate. Each donor 
should check to see if he or she can give blood. People 
6ri aa tai111uvdieations, such as fo, highbtoodJffC$11lre, 
are not eligible. People with cancer. cardiovascular 
problems, hepatitis, or diabetes also should not donate 
blood. 

I advise everyone eligible to donate to do so in the 
future, because the blood you give today might be the 
blood that saves a life tomorrow. Possibly yours, or a 
loved ones. 

CO M-------------------------C,ontinned from Pase I 

Prominent local banker Chuck Doyle, emphasized 
the importance and the need for educational facilities 
such as COM. He stressed COM's role in educating 
individuals to be productive members of the commun
ity rather than a drain on the economy . 

Johnnie Henderson, president of the local AFL
CIO and long-time community leader, commended 
COM for offering opportunities to the citizens of the 
Texas City area. He affirmed the role COM plays in 
affording an education to persons not ready to step 
directly into a larger university, or able to pay the 
higher tuition costs. 

Richard (Monty) Harris, president of the newly 
formed COM Ex-Students Association, praised the 
excellent education he received at COM, and chal
lenged COM alumni to meet new college objectives. 

Dr. Herbert F. Stallworth, COM's first president, 
recalled how when first asked to visit COM he had 
little knc:iwledge of the surrounding area. On finding 
an encouraging amount of community interest in the 
school, he made a commitment to COM that trans
lated into 16 years of dedicated service. 

During the celebration COM honored faculty 
members: Dr. Donald Bass, dean, Instruction and 
Student Development; Michael Bordelon; Dr. Carolyn 
Hartnett; Dr. Dorothy McNutt, chairperson, Division 
of Business; Robert P. Shinn, director, Continuing 
Education and Community ServiCCs; Larry L. Smith; 
George E. Thomas; Dr. Manuel Urbina; and Roy L. 
Walker. COM staff members Helen Foster and Dorothy 
J. Cathcart also were honored for their 20 years of 
service. 

Wheelchair--------------------------------C,oatlnuedfrom Pase I 

Michelle McCullough was heading for the COM 
library when her wheelchair became bogged down in a 
patch of wet cement, apparently throwing her to the 
ground. McCullough suffered two broken legs and a 
sprained arm as a result of the accident. 

Barricades that were supposed to seal off the 
construction area were down since the workers had 

just finished pouring fresh concrete and had not yet 
replaced them. 

McCullough suffers from the extremely rare bone 
disease osteogenesis imperfecta, which is an inherited 

• 

condition in which the bones are abnormally brittle 
and subject to fracturqs. 

Paramedics, who had to be extremely careful when 
handling her because of her disease, rushed McCullough 
to the University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston. 

There she was sedated while experts looked at her 
injuries. 

McCullough works as a student assistant in the 
Multidisciplinary Computer Lab, where she aids her 
fellow students in computer-related studies. 

.. She is our jack of all trades," commented Mona 

• 

Miller, the Information Specialist technician for 
MCL. "She knows all the software, and we have over 
200 programs. Michelle is very popular with her fellow 
students and workers. When I heard what happened, I 
rushed to the Emergency Room to be with her." 

"it's a shame something like this had to happen," 
remarked Joe Rotramel, chief of Campus Security, 
"but it was just one of those freak accidents. The 
barricades were down and she just happened to be 
going through there at that particular time. You 
couple that with her bone disease and you see what I 
mean. It"s a million to One." 
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Confident students express a variety of opinions 
By RON BERTOTHY 
Staff Reporter 

How do College of the Mainland students feel about 
important world issues and issues here at COM? The 
InterCOM staff decided to find out. 

Since space is limited we decided on three questions: 
1. Should we nuke Iran? 
2. What do you think of the food here at the 

cafeteria? 
3. What do you think of safe sex? 

Surprisingly, it was very difficult for this reporter to 
get students to consent to be interviewed. Most of 
them would wimp out when told that their photo 
would run with their comments. 

After searching the COM campus with a fine
toothed comb I found only four individuals willing to 
give their opinion, to exercise their constitutional 
rights as American citizens. After all. the KGB isn't 
going to take them away for speaking their mind, at 
least not while we continue to speak out on issues. 
Doesn't anyone pay attention during political science 
class? 

If the reactions [ have witnessed the past two weeks 
are indicative of the way today's students handle their 
duty as citizens, then our future as a democracy seems 
questionable. After all if we are afraid to give an 
opinion on such general issues, we deserve whatever 
unfortunate consequences we receive. People who 
behave like sheep usually end up with someorie with 
the ,stamina and fortitude to be their shepherd. 

Before conducting this interview I thought the 
responses would be overwhelming, since the topics beg 
for full answers. Was 1 ever wrong! 

I salute the four who dared to respond. 

Southern tour 

Judy Clark 

Iran: "They aren ·, 
worth wasting missiles 
on. We should turn ii 
(Iran) into a nuclear 
waste dump, maybe send 
New York ·s garbage 
barges there." 

Cafeteria: "The only 
thing safe is what comes 

,. oul of cans and the 
candy machine." 

Safe sex: "Good ... as 
long as I don't have to 
do it with the creepy 
surgeon general." 

Paul Ul1ger 

Iran: "/ don 'r think 
that we need to nuke 
them, just blow them 
out of the water." 

Cafeteria: "lt'sallright 
.. Jor the price ii should 
be beuer." 

Safe sex: "There's no 
such thing as safe .fex. 

.. Jor the price it should 
be belier." 

Willie Sharp 

Iran: "I'm peaceful as 
hell but I think that we 
should kick the f~
out of them." 

Cafeteria: "/ like the 
sandwiches but they are 
too expensive .... Treat 
the food like the water 
in Mexico, don't eat it 
if you don't have to." 

Safe sex: "It's safe as 
long as you don't bend 
over .. .. Seriomly, the 
person you 're involved 
with should have the 
guts 10 tell you ff they 
have something." 

Sandra Gonzalez 

Iran: "Whywouldyou 
want to do that (nuke) 
to them?" 

Cafetetja: "No, !don't 
likethefood ... the prices 
are high .... It pays to 
drive to Texas City. " 

Safesex: "/think that S 

good. I work in a dental 
office; we .uarted using 
gloves and ma.~ks." 

COM choirs perform, harmonize through four states 
By CHAS GOODE 
Staff Reporter 

"A great time," was College of the Mainland vocal 
director Hope Shiver's answer when asked to charac
terize the summer choir tour. And hearing the emphasis 
in the laughter that accompanied those words, one 
knew there had to be more to this story. 

"There is something about a performing tour that 
tends to bring forth qualities in people which they have 
never recognized previously. Some of our group had 

never ventured too far from Texas City," Shiver 
explained, as she commented on the group's trip 
through the South. 

Members of the COM Choir and the Studio Singers 
traveled through four states, stopping in New Orleans, 
La.; Mobile and Montgomery, Ala.; Atlanta, Ga.;and 
Gulfport, Miss. Their performances covered various 
styles of music including traditional gospel, some 

standard classics and some contemporary pop and 
jazz items. 

The group left COM in the early morning hours of 
Saturday, May 16, and spent that day and evening 
sampling the party atmosphere of the French Quarter 
in New Orleans. According to Shiver they encountered 
their worst problem when their van refused to start 
while parked in what was said, "was one of the 
Quarter's most desolate and isolated parking lots ." A 
look under the hood, revealed nothing more serious 
than corroded battery cables; a problem quickly 
remedied by one of the girls, Shiver explained. 

They performed that Sunday in Mobile at Samuel 
Chapel Methodist Church and the next day journeyed 
on to Montgomery. The Samuel Chapel performance 
was of special significance to Shiver because her father 
is a minister there. 

On the University of Alabama campus in 
Montgomery, the group gave a concert that "went 

beyond all expectations" and became an "inspiration 
to the group and the audience, "Shiver recalled smiling 
broadly. The audience was so tak.en by the singing, 
that they showered praises on choir members and 
commented on their professionalism. 

The crew spent their final day and night in Atlanta , 
where they had their last concert , toured the Martin 
Luther King Center for Non-Violent Change and took 
in the "fantastic" nightlife Atlanta provides for those 
who dare. And dare they did , Shiver said emphatically. 
"Some of us unveiled previously hidden abilities to 
relax our inhibitions and enjoy life." 

On the return trip , they stopped in Gulf port to soak 
up the surf of the Mississippi Gulf Coast and to break 
up those long monotonous hours of driving. 

Choir members termed the trip a great success and 
were proud to represent COM and spread its reputation 
across four states. 

Basketball games at COM lead to intramural fever 
By MICHAEL MURPHY 
Editor 

The College of the Mainland intramural basketball 
program got off to an exciting start Oct. 22 as both 
games went down to the wire. Game one saw the Sixers 
down the Cavaliers 68-66, while the Celtics went 
through three overtime periods-to defeat the Lakers 
64-60 in the second game. 

In the first game, the combined scoring of Michael 
Murphy, Jerry Bryant and Richard Solomon, along 
with the clutch rebounding of Brett Van Dyke, offset 
strong performances by the Cav's Kevin Fricke and 

Dee Ellis. The Sixers overcame a IQ-point deficit to 
pull ahead with less than one minute remaining in the 
game. 

In the second game, a superb team effort propelled 
the Celtics past the Lakers in three overtimes. The 
Celtics tied the game ona layup by Lloyd Murray with 
one second remaining in regulation time and finally 
p~lled the game out by holding the Lakers scoreless in 
the third overtime period. 

Tim Ricke, Zoe Hayward and Ellison led the Celtics 
in scoring, while the rest of the team contributed 
strong defense and rebounding. Nate Coleman starred 

fort he Laken with his scoring and offensive reboued
mg. 

.. I had my reservations about whether or not this 
would wor.k," commented Hayward , the Celtics team 
ca·ptain, "but I have to admit that I was surprised. This 
league can work." 

The intramural basketball program was started to 
revive student interest and involvement in campus 
activities. Plans are now being made to start an 
intramural vollyball league and possibly even an 
intramural water polo program, according to Maryann 
Urick, recreatiOn director. Anyone interested in par
ticipating can call ex:t. 418 for more information. 

• 

Assistant editor 
grateful to COM 

Lynelle 
Ward 

Before attending College of the Mainland I attended 
a major college. To my surprise, even though I had 
been warned, 1 found that to faculty and staff I was 
only a social security number on the roll sheet. What I 
did in class or out, as long as class was not disrupted, 
mattered little to the instructor. 

Now that I am in my second semester at COM, I feel 
I can objectively say this school fulfills basic require
ments as well as my financial needs. 

COM is quite sympathetic to the needs and problems 
of the student. This is good for the recent high school 
graduate as well as for adults returning to school. 

Jam grateful to all the faculty and staff of COM for 
their consideration of students. The faculty takes each 
student and gives him the time and help he needs to 
achieve class requirements. They are willing to work 
with the individual. I feel that they have earned the title 
of teacher. 

Faculty, however, are not the only ones who give 
help at COM. The staff and the counselors also give 
much of their time to help students. 

Counselors take time to carCfully advise -titudents. 
They are here to help students with anything from 
class selection to college transfers. They give students' 
problems top priority. 

My time at COM has been a delight . Not only have I 
received an education, I have gained many friends 
among staff, faculty and fellow students. 

Letter. to. ihe editor 

Student raps 
TV and tables 
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COM student Sam White (center) amuses friends during Halloween-face-d«:orating contest Oct. 26. 
(Plloto by Ron Bertothy) 

Old news gives Cruz the blues 
By MICHAEL DeLaCRUZ 
Staff Reporter 

Does it seem you see the same subjects in the paper 
every day. Subjects so worn out that if they were tires 
they would have been burned a long time ago. 

Well how about a humorous and somewhat cynical 
view of this and other phenomena. 

How .man)W)f you an:.tired of seeing Robert Bork on 
the front page? How many of you just want to send 
him a pack of razors? Maybe a windsurfing ticket to 
Bimini? Or both? 

What about )essica Hahn? Do the pictures really 
explain things for you? It's said J)ictures are worth a 
l,(){H) words, but if these pictures are explanatory, 
would a 1,000 words be too much? 

It doesn't seem that long ago that evangelists were 
, only in the religion section of the newspaper. Today 

If' t •••• -

Ghostly n1ure ex:tendsin•itadontosee hil mausoleum 
on Halloween ni&ht. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

• 

they make front-page news. 
Contra connections and Contra disconnections. 

Which way are we going? 
Iran-Iraq. Somehow it feels like these two have been 

fighting since Fred and Wilma Flintstone were dating. 
I mean, really, these guys have been fighting since 
biblical times. 

For the spprts fan. How many of you arc:sick of the 
NFL strike being headline news? How about the Oilers 
"Should I stay or should I go" theme? Nbtice the 
quotes. The rock group The Clash used this phrase. 

That brings up the subject of the Democratic 
presidential candidate exodus. Between Hart
breakingcampaigns, sloppy Joe (Bidcn) speech checks 
and the Dukakis raucus, a reader has little choice but 
to keep abreast of national politics. 

Do you get the feeling Nancy Reagan would be in 
tatters in a bull ring? It seems she's been in red dresses 
since birth. 

Bruce: Willis and Cybill Shepherd appear to be 
Moonliihting on all the covers except the ones in my 
bedroom. 

Would Rin-Tin·Tin and Lassie have partied with 
Spuds? 

Perhaps as this issue hits the press these stories will 
be history. However, is it true history repeats itself? 

What a masochistic ending. 

Letter-writing policy 
Students, faculty and staff, 

InterCOM welcomes your letters to the editor. 
In your letters, address only one subject per 

Jetter and stick to the point. Be sure to include 
the pertinent five w's ·and h: who, what, where, 
when, why and how. 

Make sure your material is not libelous. 
Your name and signature, address, and 

telephone number must be on your letter, or we 
cannot print it. 

Send your letters to lnterCOM, Suite B, 
Learning Resources Center, attention Astrid H. 
Lo'wery .. 

Your letters will be published on a space
available basis. We reserve the right to edit, and 
the right not to publish a letter. 

Michael Murphy, editor 
Lynelle Ward, assistant editor 
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Campus News/ Features · 

Party goers eat cake at COM's 20th anniversary 
celebration. Sec Pagel for story. 

(Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Oktoberfest 
held at COM 

By STACY GILBERT 
Staff Reporter 

"J'lte 5itudenJ Activi1ies.Jloa(Q_ tutprise· per~ 
forrnance was College of the Mainland'S(irst 
Oktoberfe;t. 

For tbe fCJtivitie$ati 9Qmpah band.wandered 
thr?ugb t'1e c;r,pwd :.,~~pe~JI:to "*H's.the_ ba~~: a 11 
accordion player at:1da soµsaphone player, per
f()ttned ~?f11e.S~ctat(lrs g()\UP a:nd diq,,he POl.ka 
in the courtyard; ' ' 

The two.member •l>and.5ons~!t~of.~Ju~~1l~ 
de-bollander from Beverwljk; Holland~.and Ken 
Chtfk o( Jfou¥1;.on, The t~o mesrt me,rat f\~tro
world in 1969 .and have. been performing in 
Oktot,erfest~ ii~ce tpen. _ Both J>and-.· ___ mem.~rs 
hav.e other professions: Flugendcholl,ander -is a 
wrj"ter{il!"fa~~~r \\'hjle Clllfk b,,f}~noth~r band 
called Dixieland Phazz and iS an attorney, 

/ . ' ,' ~ef resh.me~,~ wer~ one~.that.~~ the .~eca&on, 
There we~ hotQo~ With Jauerkyaut a~d LltC. 
.t43ot beer w~ich. comes itt. btJ~tJi:s tbat .~uspi'." 
ciou,-Jy resemble beer .bottles. When die 
refr .. hment Ulblc rao oul of holdog> pt the end 

'"''Or(i•11ege· ,HQUr .~va· :N~enai"aftd' Mllryaftit''' 

:\)rick, ~~ta;g a~ di~or ~ .• tbe .. ,ecrea,ti91t 
Dq,artment l'ilspecti>ely, -• not del<>rr«i. 
They served just sauerkraut on a bun. 

. Apparently tile shortage·-or hot dog$ di,Jnl 
pba,e the spectators ·either, they bought the 
sauerkra~t buns. Se~ra1 .. ,cq~$t$ f()_ ,make lb¢., 
Oktoberfeu aqd annual event hayt been receilled. 
Sotlieto's a good possibility th•Oktoberfest y,il1' 
be back ne" year. 

Artist reveals plans for COM 
By MARK KENNEDY 
Staff Reporter 

Mark Muhic·h, an accomplished local artist, 
revealed his plans for beautifying College of the 
Mainland's campus, aqd gave details about his life and 
works in a recent inte;iew. 

Muhich, a sculptor and former student at COM, 
wants to put one of his works in the middle of the duck 
pond (Lake Eckert) as a fountain. He also would like 
to place a few sculptures in the courtyard between the 
gym and the Administration Building. 

"I'm into steel and bright, cheerful colors right now. 
I think it would help (the campus) a lot ... a change of 
pace," Muhich said about his plans. 

Muhich's large steel sculptures, which can be seen in 
various places in Galveston, include his Jack Johnson 
sculpture in Menard Park, the Angel in front of 
Rosenberg Library, a piece on 51st Street and·various 
works in front of his studio on Port Industrial 
Boulevard. 

"Jack Johnson (a black heavyweight champion 
boxer of the early 1900s) is my biggest work, but as for 

my best. I don't have one ... not yet," the sculptor 
admitted. 

Influenced by music, painter Vincent Van Gogh, 
states and cities such as New York and San Francisco, 
Muhich paints, sculpts steel and clay, and even 
employs fluorescent and neon lights in his work. 

Muhich sculpts to express hiS feelings and to break 
the environment's monotony, but his Jack Johnson 
and a sculpture he did after the CJA 's mining of the 
port city Corinto, Nicaragua, are political works. "My 
Jack Johnson is basically against racism." 

The artist also gave advice for up and coming art 
students, "Keep happy, keep hopeful and keep as true 
to yourself as you can through your art. And go to 
New York and San Francisco. Hang around artists. 
We all need support and a pat on the back once in a 
while." Muhi~h went on to say, "You gotta have a 
studio. See if I had to look for this (a screwdriver) for 
five minutes, that would be a drag." 

Muhich also takes "at least one course" at either 
COM or Galveston College to .. keep the cobwebs out," 
he said, tapping his temple with his index finger. 

Rescue generates teamwork 
By BERTA 0, BRAGG 
Staff Reporter 

For three days my mind has been preoccupied by 
something other than by own problems. 

People all over the world are engrossed by the same 
situation. It isn't the conflict in the Persian Gulf, 
political strife or an earthquake. 

It's 18-month-old, Jessica McClure of Midland, 
who is the center of national attention. 

As I write this, a live satellite telecast is covering the 
continuing rescue efforts to reach her, trapped 22 feet 
underground in an old abandoned water well. 

Every movement her parents make puts me on the 
edge of my seat. Now, after 56 hours of waiting and not 
knowing what to expect. Jessica's parents are being 
rushed away from the vicinity of the accident toward 
the parked ambulances. 

Reporters are expressing their gratitude to the 
people of this town who opened their homes to them as 
well as to the people directly involved with the rescue. 

Police, fire fighters, emergency medical technicians, 
doctors, heavy machinery operators, friends, relatives 
and neighbors weave together in one spirit for one 
purpose. 

The helpless in a crisis bring out what I believe is 
true human nature - comradeship, the beautiful 
parallel to nature. 

Now the baby girl is lifted out - alive ~ and is 
carried away by emergency personnel. What exhilara
tion, cheers and tears, simultaneous mass unselfish
ness, a kind of human completeness. 

Teamwork - isn't that how most other creatures 
have thrived'! 

People interacting with one another in spirit and 
action. Like the cells of one body working together to 
keep its possessor complete. 

Author and scientist, Lewis Thomas suggests in his 
book The Lives of a Cell; Noles of a Biology Watcher 
that teamwork will take the same purpose that cells 
perform for the body. 

Individuals come together at the scene ofa disaster 
to repair. prevent further damage and to ease thi pain 
of the inJured or bereaved. Compare this to antibodies 

and other organisms rushing to the aid of a traumatized 
part of the body to accomplish similar goals. 

It seems to be an automatic reflex for most of us. But 
we aren't antibodies, we have minds and we usually 
pick and choose which of the abrasions of humanity 
we will attend to. 

Does this tell us anything? Are we really the most 
evolved of earth's species? Or are we just beginning to 
learn what is involved to achieve the harmonious sur
vival that must have been meant for us. 

I'm not referring directly to the infamous nuclear 
weapons issue and the like. Jus_t the basic instinct of 
recognizing one another as links of the same chain. 

We should encourage one another to succeed, enjoy 
life and achieve financially as well as personally. 

As links in a chain or fibers in the same fabric, our 
lives are intermingled and interdependent. "The chain 
becomes as weak as it's weakest link"it is said, thus it is 
for our species. 

I am not suggesting we donate some or all of our 
worldly possessions to finance another's efforts to 
become a stronger link. Nor am I suggesting we join, 
or start, a committee to save the world. I am simply 
suggesting that we should give people something that 
really enriches their lives. Give them a smile, a pat on 
the back or praise.for their efforts and accomplishments, 
large or small. 

In school, as in the work force, we are here to raise 
ourselves up. But climbing up the ladder shouldn't 
have to mean stepping on others. It should mean con
sideration and cooperation, excitement for one anoth
ers' successes. 

Hold a hand, wipe a tear, strengthen the chain 
before it gives out under the pressure. Help people to 
help themselves by telling them that they can make it if 
they try. 

We need to carry in our hearts the symbolism of the 
helpless, injured and undoubtedly frightened infant, 
clinging desperately to life and hope. Hope that was 
strengthened not by luxurious comforts given her, but 
only by oxygen and the most powerful elixir, that 
elixir, the encouraging words from caring people. 
That's a magic we can all perform. 

• 

Renaissance man for a day 
By MARK KENNEDY 
Staff Reporter 

I traveled into the past by attending the 13th Annual 
Texas Renaissance.Festival on Oct. 10 of this year. 

College of the Mainland provided two minibuses for 
a $16-per-person round trip to the 16th century cele
bration. It was my first time and it was well worth it. 

Entertainers, craftsmen and merchants filled the 
mock I 6th century village with many diversions. Rows 
of shops lined the streets peddling pottery, wood 
crafts, clothing and other items too numerous to 
mention. 

Other booths allowed me to participate in archery, 
ax-throwing, fencing and drinking to the point of 
brain damage. 

My nose was constantly assailed by the succulent 
aromas of beer, fresh bread and smoked turkey legs. 

Regularly scheduled shows go on all day. Magicians, 
musicians, dancers, jugglers and sword fighters enter
tained the crowds at various locations in the 
village. 

Merlin, a magician and festival favorite, performed 
magical feats that made my eyes widen in amazement 
and my teeth clinch in frustration. One trick particu
larly perplexed me. Merlin took a wristwatch from the 
audience, stomped on it, beat it, stuck the broken 
pieces into a gun and fired it at a target. The watch 
appeared on the target in perfect working condition. 
Merlin picked the watch off the target, licked it and 
said, "Takes a licking and keeps on ticking." 

Another of the festival's popular entertainers is 
Ogre. He digs in and eats out of trash cans, collects 
boogers and sings songs like "Pick Your Nose" and 
"Bite My Bone." Ogre is also known as the "Lean 
Green Sex Machine." 

The beggars amused hordes of people by their unique 
form of mud wrestling. Competing for outrageousness, 
one beggar dug a trench with his face through a pit of 
mud and kissed a woman in the audience. Another 
beggar replied by doing the same but kissed a man m 
the audience. 

The Society for Creative Anachronism provided 
knights who fought mock battles and jousts. Other 
knights raced chariots on the New Market Race 
Track. 

Blacksmiths made swords,armour and other implements 
for the amusement of the crow4s attending the festival. 
I also saw glass blowers, potters, wood carvers and 

clothiers practicing their crafts. 
I really got into the bawdy spirit of the Renaissance 

after partaking of a few turkey legs, a couple of pints of 
stout, some mead wine and a belly dancer. 

The street wenches provided peculiar amusement. I 
was invited to toss quarters into their low-cut blouses. 
My seventh quarter made it in. I was rewarded by 
having three wenches put me on my knees and bury my 
face in their healthy breasts. 

The Texas Renaissance Festival continues through 
Nov. 15 on Saturdays and Sundays. 

Art workshop and sale in the works 
By RON BERTOTHV 
Staff Reporter 

A pottery workshop featuring James Watson from 
Texas Tech University in Lubbock was announced by 
the College of the Mainland Art Association at their 
Oct. 13 meeting. The workshop, scheduled for Nov. 
13. will include demonstrations by Watson of his spe
cial glazing techniques and his techniques for throwing 
double wall pots. 

In addition to the pottery workshop, a paper 
making workshop is currently in the planning stages. 
These workshops promise to be a great opportunity to 

meet with some of the area's best artists and learn from 
them, according to club members. The fee for the 
pottery workshop is $5 for members and $15 for 
non-members. 

The association has sdreduled their winter art sale 
for Dec. 8-9. Melody Cornwell and Cynthia Langford 
are the chairwomen for the Art Sales Committee. 

Significant progress has already been made but they 
are still seeking more volunteers to help with the sale, 
according to Edie Edwards, Art Association president. 

The association predicts that this year's sales will be 
superior to previous sales due to increased participation 
of students in photography, drawing and painting 
classes. Last year's sales were dominated almost 
exclusively by students from ceramics classes. 

Debbie Baker is the newly elected vice president of 
the COM Art Association. Her duties include 
membership and special committees. She will also step 
in for Edwards when needed. 

James Templer will replace Stella Dobbins as the 
faculty sponsor this year. Templer, a painting and 
drawing instructor at COM, encourages visual arts 
students to take advantage of the opportunities to 
listen to artists at gallery openings and workshops. 
"You will get a lot more out of it when you get to hear 
the artist talk about it," he said. 

Membership applications are available from members 
or by asking a faculty member whom to contact. There 
is a $5 one-year fee to join which entitles members to 
participate in the sales and to attend the workshops at 
a reduced fee. 

The association holds meetings on the second 
Tuesday of each month from 12:30 to 1:00 p.m. in 
Room F-133. 
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Simon comedy 
at 'Li 'I Theate.r' 

By ELEANOR DOWNS 
Staff Reporter 

'the "'Biggest LilTbeatet in Ttxas "has another 
~~ttner ~iret;te~ .· b( Jae~; W~, J'teil. SiJllO:n ·~ 
llrighson lleach Mfmoirs'is on stage at CnUe-ge 
o(lh~. Mainland's. ~~ter thn:,u,h ~V.-> l2. 

!Jrighron Beach M-emoirs is bafied on SitnOn"s 
own boyhood. It tells thestQryof a family's trialt 
·and triOuJations during the Depression, -and how 
t~~<:ope wit~.th~r ptoblemfas~ ... th.roug~ 
the eyes of Eusent (Rick Buford), )ho youfipr 
son. 

Early in the play the father, Jack (Richard 
~rerne~).- has chest paif .. Jater eulminatinJ i_n a 
hta.rt att'ack(the r~ult.of ,overW-Ork trying to 
pro\'idef or two f~ilies. 

Kat<'• (Kathy Woods) worries over her hus·· 
band's heart attack and her frustration trying to 
feed and house seven people In a ,man ·cold
\Vllter ITuJin,rew rork is;!hepivotalpoint~ the 
action of the play, This lead> to a showdown 
between the harried Kate and her dependent 
sitter, Blanche (Sandi Sikes Chamller,), whose 
WhiRif1$ ina'!ility lO S()[Ve hef, OWW problems 
,ratcs~p .. Kate) ll$wel~•?S•• the audien~~• ~I'Ve5~ 

Eugene9S ~umof<>us int¢rpretation of thi& 1931 
saga, coupled with a UuJe jealousy, sex and 
favoritism s:uffered.J,ythe four child.nm make for 
aJtiJari?USit~e}l<:)Uf$, 

The .'Unusual st[ 1)y 'J'hm King pfOvidet aQ< 
~r~eu~~tbackgro~nd r~r the ove~ppia~rfast;;; 
paced dialogue. the action can be .. wen Simul~ 
taneQusl.y in>th.e livingrop~ bedtO()fflS arul th~ 
yatd. ' 

't\s. Eugen~ narrat~the~cth)n, .his mobile.£ace 
and deft boojy language give reality to both the 
lighter !nd tl\Ore serious !Doments iti the play. 

Kremer, Woods and Chambers as the peace.;. 
rtl~~ingJather~ thtshre~sh wjfe ard helpless: 
sister are very bel'ie\/ablciin their t(>les; ' 

Julie Par~er as f;,lom, Blanche's ~kter daugh., 
ter; $CCnis likC;'tbetypicaJtecnllJer fightingto \,e' -" 
a{l0:Wflf;,to make her own d~sioili and gain 
independence. 

Martin Cnl>bs plays the role of Eugene', sensi
tiVe, older bt-Othen: Stallley;cwi.th ins:ighl and 
feeling. 

I.; Gigi o,-o,inberfirst apputance on COM'$ 
stage, does a credible job as Nora\ sickly, 
•poiled liltle sitter Laurie. 

Brighton J!each perfo~nCCSare Fridaysand 
&iturdays at 8 p.m,and,;Sundays a~ 2~30 J),m, 
For ticket information caU (409) 938-1211 or 
(71') 280..3991. 

Teleconference unites communities in educational forum 
By ELEANOR DOWNS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland participated in a National 
Teleconference Sept. 19 in the Learning Resources 
Center. In welcoming the audience, President Larry 
Stanley said, .. Now that we have the (video) equipment 
more conferences will follow." 

The l ½ hour conference originating in Washington, 
D.C. , was seen nationwide and provided telephone 
hook-ups so that participants could communicate 
with panel speakers. 

During the conference representatives of community 
colleges were brought together to share their 
successful approach to -community economic devel
opment in their areas. 

The stated purpose of the conference was to address 

the United States' critical economic need for a 
competitive work force in the 21st century. 

According to statistics quoted by main panel speaker 
William Brock, U.S. Secretary of Labor, more than 90 
percent of people working in 1990 and 75 percent of 
the people working in 2000 are already part of today's 
work force. At the present, 13 percent of America's 
work force is illigfate. 

Nolen M. Ellison, Presid~nt of the Cuyahoga 
Community College District in Ohio and Robert W. 
Scott, president of the State Board of Community 
Colleges, were two of the many presenters at the tele
conference who shared the success of their economic 
programs. 

Representatives of industry, small businesses and 
local governments work with the faculties of technical 

schools and community colleges to create courses 
intended to help upgrade workers' technical skills. 

COM is already involved in many aspects of contin
uing education offering low-cost refresher math and 
reading courses. Tutoring is offered cost free. Union 
Carbide as well as other local businesses and industries 
confer with COM to set up courses necessary for work 
placement in the new technology. 

Referring to the industry/college cooperative ven
ture, President Stanley said, "'We only need more 
organization in our community so that the left hand 
knows what the right hand is doing ... 

In terms of training and retraining the work force, 
panel speaker Robert Scott, former governor of North 
Carolina said, .. The old axiom reading, writing and 
arithmetic is changing to learn, unlearn and relearn." 
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Campus News/ Features · 

Party goers eat cake at COM's 20th anniversary 
celebration. Sec Pagel for story. 

(Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Oktoberfest 
held at COM 

By STACY GILBERT 
Staff Reporter 

"J'lte 5itudenJ Activi1ies.Jloa(Q_ tutprise· per~ 
forrnance was College of the Mainland'S(irst 
Oktoberfe;t. 

For tbe fCJtivitie$ati 9Qmpah band.wandered 
thr?ugb t'1e c;r,pwd :.,~~pe~JI:to "*H's.the_ ba~~: a 11 
accordion player at:1da soµsaphone player, per
f()ttned ~?f11e.S~ctat(lrs g()\UP a:nd diq,,he POl.ka 
in the courtyard; ' ' 

The two.member •l>and.5ons~!t~of.~Ju~~1l~ 
de-bollander from Beverwljk; Holland~.and Ken 
Chtfk o( Jfou¥1;.on, The t~o mesrt me,rat f\~tro
world in 1969 .and have. been performing in 
Oktot,erfest~ ii~ce tpen. _ Both J>and-.· ___ mem.~rs 
hav.e other professions: Flugendcholl,ander -is a 
wrj"ter{il!"fa~~~r \\'hjle Clllfk b,,f}~noth~r band 
called Dixieland Phazz and iS an attorney, 

/ . ' ,' ~ef resh.me~,~ wer~ one~.that.~~ the .~eca&on, 
There we~ hotQo~ With Jauerkyaut a~d LltC. 
.t43ot beer w~ich. comes itt. btJ~tJi:s tbat .~uspi'." 
ciou,-Jy resemble beer .bottles. When die 
refr .. hment Ulblc rao oul of holdog> pt the end 

'"''Or(i•11ege· ,HQUr .~va· :N~enai"aftd' Mllryaftit''' 

:\)rick, ~~ta;g a~ di~or ~ .• tbe .. ,ecrea,ti91t 
Dq,artment l'ilspecti>ely, -• not del<>rr«i. 
They served just sauerkraut on a bun. 

. Apparently tile shortage·-or hot dog$ di,Jnl 
pba,e the spectators ·either, they bought the 
sauerkra~t buns. Se~ra1 .. ,cq~$t$ f()_ ,make lb¢., 
Oktoberfeu aqd annual event hayt been receilled. 
Sotlieto's a good possibility th•Oktoberfest y,il1' 
be back ne" year. 

Artist reveals plans for COM 
By MARK KENNEDY 
Staff Reporter 

Mark Muhic·h, an accomplished local artist, 
revealed his plans for beautifying College of the 
Mainland's campus, aqd gave details about his life and 
works in a recent inte;iew. 

Muhich, a sculptor and former student at COM, 
wants to put one of his works in the middle of the duck 
pond (Lake Eckert) as a fountain. He also would like 
to place a few sculptures in the courtyard between the 
gym and the Administration Building. 

"I'm into steel and bright, cheerful colors right now. 
I think it would help (the campus) a lot ... a change of 
pace," Muhich said about his plans. 

Muhich's large steel sculptures, which can be seen in 
various places in Galveston, include his Jack Johnson 
sculpture in Menard Park, the Angel in front of 
Rosenberg Library, a piece on 51st Street and·various 
works in front of his studio on Port Industrial 
Boulevard. 

"Jack Johnson (a black heavyweight champion 
boxer of the early 1900s) is my biggest work, but as for 

my best. I don't have one ... not yet," the sculptor 
admitted. 

Influenced by music, painter Vincent Van Gogh, 
states and cities such as New York and San Francisco, 
Muhich paints, sculpts steel and clay, and even 
employs fluorescent and neon lights in his work. 

Muhich sculpts to express hiS feelings and to break 
the environment's monotony, but his Jack Johnson 
and a sculpture he did after the CJA 's mining of the 
port city Corinto, Nicaragua, are political works. "My 
Jack Johnson is basically against racism." 

The artist also gave advice for up and coming art 
students, "Keep happy, keep hopeful and keep as true 
to yourself as you can through your art. And go to 
New York and San Francisco. Hang around artists. 
We all need support and a pat on the back once in a 
while." Muhi~h went on to say, "You gotta have a 
studio. See if I had to look for this (a screwdriver) for 
five minutes, that would be a drag." 

Muhich also takes "at least one course" at either 
COM or Galveston College to .. keep the cobwebs out," 
he said, tapping his temple with his index finger. 

Rescue generates teamwork 
By BERTA 0, BRAGG 
Staff Reporter 

For three days my mind has been preoccupied by 
something other than by own problems. 

People all over the world are engrossed by the same 
situation. It isn't the conflict in the Persian Gulf, 
political strife or an earthquake. 

It's 18-month-old, Jessica McClure of Midland, 
who is the center of national attention. 

As I write this, a live satellite telecast is covering the 
continuing rescue efforts to reach her, trapped 22 feet 
underground in an old abandoned water well. 

Every movement her parents make puts me on the 
edge of my seat. Now, after 56 hours of waiting and not 
knowing what to expect. Jessica's parents are being 
rushed away from the vicinity of the accident toward 
the parked ambulances. 

Reporters are expressing their gratitude to the 
people of this town who opened their homes to them as 
well as to the people directly involved with the rescue. 

Police, fire fighters, emergency medical technicians, 
doctors, heavy machinery operators, friends, relatives 
and neighbors weave together in one spirit for one 
purpose. 

The helpless in a crisis bring out what I believe is 
true human nature - comradeship, the beautiful 
parallel to nature. 

Now the baby girl is lifted out - alive ~ and is 
carried away by emergency personnel. What exhilara
tion, cheers and tears, simultaneous mass unselfish
ness, a kind of human completeness. 

Teamwork - isn't that how most other creatures 
have thrived'! 

People interacting with one another in spirit and 
action. Like the cells of one body working together to 
keep its possessor complete. 

Author and scientist, Lewis Thomas suggests in his 
book The Lives of a Cell; Noles of a Biology Watcher 
that teamwork will take the same purpose that cells 
perform for the body. 

Individuals come together at the scene ofa disaster 
to repair. prevent further damage and to ease thi pain 
of the inJured or bereaved. Compare this to antibodies 

and other organisms rushing to the aid of a traumatized 
part of the body to accomplish similar goals. 

It seems to be an automatic reflex for most of us. But 
we aren't antibodies, we have minds and we usually 
pick and choose which of the abrasions of humanity 
we will attend to. 

Does this tell us anything? Are we really the most 
evolved of earth's species? Or are we just beginning to 
learn what is involved to achieve the harmonious sur
vival that must have been meant for us. 

I'm not referring directly to the infamous nuclear 
weapons issue and the like. Jus_t the basic instinct of 
recognizing one another as links of the same chain. 

We should encourage one another to succeed, enjoy 
life and achieve financially as well as personally. 

As links in a chain or fibers in the same fabric, our 
lives are intermingled and interdependent. "The chain 
becomes as weak as it's weakest link"it is said, thus it is 
for our species. 

I am not suggesting we donate some or all of our 
worldly possessions to finance another's efforts to 
become a stronger link. Nor am I suggesting we join, 
or start, a committee to save the world. I am simply 
suggesting that we should give people something that 
really enriches their lives. Give them a smile, a pat on 
the back or praise.for their efforts and accomplishments, 
large or small. 

In school, as in the work force, we are here to raise 
ourselves up. But climbing up the ladder shouldn't 
have to mean stepping on others. It should mean con
sideration and cooperation, excitement for one anoth
ers' successes. 

Hold a hand, wipe a tear, strengthen the chain 
before it gives out under the pressure. Help people to 
help themselves by telling them that they can make it if 
they try. 

We need to carry in our hearts the symbolism of the 
helpless, injured and undoubtedly frightened infant, 
clinging desperately to life and hope. Hope that was 
strengthened not by luxurious comforts given her, but 
only by oxygen and the most powerful elixir, that 
elixir, the encouraging words from caring people. 
That's a magic we can all perform. 

• 

Renaissance man for a day 
By MARK KENNEDY 
Staff Reporter 

I traveled into the past by attending the 13th Annual 
Texas Renaissance.Festival on Oct. 10 of this year. 

College of the Mainland provided two minibuses for 
a $16-per-person round trip to the 16th century cele
bration. It was my first time and it was well worth it. 

Entertainers, craftsmen and merchants filled the 
mock I 6th century village with many diversions. Rows 
of shops lined the streets peddling pottery, wood 
crafts, clothing and other items too numerous to 
mention. 

Other booths allowed me to participate in archery, 
ax-throwing, fencing and drinking to the point of 
brain damage. 

My nose was constantly assailed by the succulent 
aromas of beer, fresh bread and smoked turkey legs. 

Regularly scheduled shows go on all day. Magicians, 
musicians, dancers, jugglers and sword fighters enter
tained the crowds at various locations in the 
village. 

Merlin, a magician and festival favorite, performed 
magical feats that made my eyes widen in amazement 
and my teeth clinch in frustration. One trick particu
larly perplexed me. Merlin took a wristwatch from the 
audience, stomped on it, beat it, stuck the broken 
pieces into a gun and fired it at a target. The watch 
appeared on the target in perfect working condition. 
Merlin picked the watch off the target, licked it and 
said, "Takes a licking and keeps on ticking." 

Another of the festival's popular entertainers is 
Ogre. He digs in and eats out of trash cans, collects 
boogers and sings songs like "Pick Your Nose" and 
"Bite My Bone." Ogre is also known as the "Lean 
Green Sex Machine." 

The beggars amused hordes of people by their unique 
form of mud wrestling. Competing for outrageousness, 
one beggar dug a trench with his face through a pit of 
mud and kissed a woman in the audience. Another 
beggar replied by doing the same but kissed a man m 
the audience. 

The Society for Creative Anachronism provided 
knights who fought mock battles and jousts. Other 
knights raced chariots on the New Market Race 
Track. 

Blacksmiths made swords,armour and other implements 
for the amusement of the crow4s attending the festival. 
I also saw glass blowers, potters, wood carvers and 

clothiers practicing their crafts. 
I really got into the bawdy spirit of the Renaissance 

after partaking of a few turkey legs, a couple of pints of 
stout, some mead wine and a belly dancer. 

The street wenches provided peculiar amusement. I 
was invited to toss quarters into their low-cut blouses. 
My seventh quarter made it in. I was rewarded by 
having three wenches put me on my knees and bury my 
face in their healthy breasts. 

The Texas Renaissance Festival continues through 
Nov. 15 on Saturdays and Sundays. 

Art workshop and sale in the works 
By RON BERTOTHV 
Staff Reporter 

A pottery workshop featuring James Watson from 
Texas Tech University in Lubbock was announced by 
the College of the Mainland Art Association at their 
Oct. 13 meeting. The workshop, scheduled for Nov. 
13. will include demonstrations by Watson of his spe
cial glazing techniques and his techniques for throwing 
double wall pots. 

In addition to the pottery workshop, a paper 
making workshop is currently in the planning stages. 
These workshops promise to be a great opportunity to 

meet with some of the area's best artists and learn from 
them, according to club members. The fee for the 
pottery workshop is $5 for members and $15 for 
non-members. 

The association has sdreduled their winter art sale 
for Dec. 8-9. Melody Cornwell and Cynthia Langford 
are the chairwomen for the Art Sales Committee. 

Significant progress has already been made but they 
are still seeking more volunteers to help with the sale, 
according to Edie Edwards, Art Association president. 

The association predicts that this year's sales will be 
superior to previous sales due to increased participation 
of students in photography, drawing and painting 
classes. Last year's sales were dominated almost 
exclusively by students from ceramics classes. 

Debbie Baker is the newly elected vice president of 
the COM Art Association. Her duties include 
membership and special committees. She will also step 
in for Edwards when needed. 

James Templer will replace Stella Dobbins as the 
faculty sponsor this year. Templer, a painting and 
drawing instructor at COM, encourages visual arts 
students to take advantage of the opportunities to 
listen to artists at gallery openings and workshops. 
"You will get a lot more out of it when you get to hear 
the artist talk about it," he said. 

Membership applications are available from members 
or by asking a faculty member whom to contact. There 
is a $5 one-year fee to join which entitles members to 
participate in the sales and to attend the workshops at 
a reduced fee. 

The association holds meetings on the second 
Tuesday of each month from 12:30 to 1:00 p.m. in 
Room F-133. 
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at 'Li 'I Theate.r' 

By ELEANOR DOWNS 
Staff Reporter 

'the "'Biggest LilTbeatet in Ttxas "has another 
~~ttner ~iret;te~ .· b( Jae~; W~, J'teil. SiJllO:n ·~ 
llrighson lleach Mfmoirs'is on stage at CnUe-ge 
o(lh~. Mainland's. ~~ter thn:,u,h ~V.-> l2. 

!Jrighron Beach M-emoirs is bafied on SitnOn"s 
own boyhood. It tells thestQryof a family's trialt 
·and triOuJations during the Depression, -and how 
t~~<:ope wit~.th~r ptoblemfas~ ... th.roug~ 
the eyes of Eusent (Rick Buford), )ho youfipr 
son. 

Early in the play the father, Jack (Richard 
~rerne~).- has chest paif .. Jater eulminatinJ i_n a 
hta.rt att'ack(the r~ult.of ,overW-Ork trying to 
pro\'idef or two f~ilies. 

Kat<'• (Kathy Woods) worries over her hus·· 
band's heart attack and her frustration trying to 
feed and house seven people In a ,man ·cold
\Vllter ITuJin,rew rork is;!hepivotalpoint~ the 
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between the harried Kate and her dependent 
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paced dialogue. the action can be .. wen Simul~ 
taneQusl.y in>th.e livingrop~ bedtO()fflS arul th~ 
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't\s. Eugen~ narrat~the~cth)n, .his mobile.£ace 
and deft boojy language give reality to both the 
lighter !nd tl\Ore serious !Doments iti the play. 

Kremer, Woods and Chambers as the peace.;. 
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ter; $CCnis likC;'tbetypicaJtecnllJer fightingto \,e' -" 
a{l0:Wflf;,to make her own d~sioili and gain 
independence. 

Martin Cnl>bs plays the role of Eugene', sensi
tiVe, older bt-Othen: Stallley;cwi.th ins:ighl and 
feeling. 

I.; Gigi o,-o,inberfirst apputance on COM'$ 
stage, does a credible job as Nora\ sickly, 
•poiled liltle sitter Laurie. 

Brighton J!each perfo~nCCSare Fridaysand 
&iturdays at 8 p.m,and,;Sundays a~ 2~30 J),m, 
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Teleconference unites communities in educational forum 
By ELEANOR DOWNS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland participated in a National 
Teleconference Sept. 19 in the Learning Resources 
Center. In welcoming the audience, President Larry 
Stanley said, .. Now that we have the (video) equipment 
more conferences will follow." 

The l ½ hour conference originating in Washington, 
D.C. , was seen nationwide and provided telephone 
hook-ups so that participants could communicate 
with panel speakers. 

During the conference representatives of community 
colleges were brought together to share their 
successful approach to -community economic devel
opment in their areas. 

The stated purpose of the conference was to address 

the United States' critical economic need for a 
competitive work force in the 21st century. 

According to statistics quoted by main panel speaker 
William Brock, U.S. Secretary of Labor, more than 90 
percent of people working in 1990 and 75 percent of 
the people working in 2000 are already part of today's 
work force. At the present, 13 percent of America's 
work force is illigfate. 

Nolen M. Ellison, Presid~nt of the Cuyahoga 
Community College District in Ohio and Robert W. 
Scott, president of the State Board of Community 
Colleges, were two of the many presenters at the tele
conference who shared the success of their economic 
programs. 

Representatives of industry, small businesses and 
local governments work with the faculties of technical 

schools and community colleges to create courses 
intended to help upgrade workers' technical skills. 

COM is already involved in many aspects of contin
uing education offering low-cost refresher math and 
reading courses. Tutoring is offered cost free. Union 
Carbide as well as other local businesses and industries 
confer with COM to set up courses necessary for work 
placement in the new technology. 

Referring to the industry/college cooperative ven
ture, President Stanley said, "'We only need more 
organization in our community so that the left hand 
knows what the right hand is doing ... 

In terms of training and retraining the work force, 
panel speaker Robert Scott, former governor of North 
Carolina said, .. The old axiom reading, writing and 
arithmetic is changing to learn, unlearn and relearn." 
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Confident students express a variety of opinions 
By RON BERTOTHY 
Staff Reporter 

How do College of the Mainland students feel about 
important world issues and issues here at COM? The 
InterCOM staff decided to find out. 

Since space is limited we decided on three questions: 
1. Should we nuke Iran? 
2. What do you think of the food here at the 

cafeteria? 
3. What do you think of safe sex? 

Surprisingly, it was very difficult for this reporter to 
get students to consent to be interviewed. Most of 
them would wimp out when told that their photo 
would run with their comments. 

After searching the COM campus with a fine
toothed comb I found only four individuals willing to 
give their opinion, to exercise their constitutional 
rights as American citizens. After all. the KGB isn't 
going to take them away for speaking their mind, at 
least not while we continue to speak out on issues. 
Doesn't anyone pay attention during political science 
class? 

If the reactions [ have witnessed the past two weeks 
are indicative of the way today's students handle their 
duty as citizens, then our future as a democracy seems 
questionable. After all if we are afraid to give an 
opinion on such general issues, we deserve whatever 
unfortunate consequences we receive. People who 
behave like sheep usually end up with someorie with 
the ,stamina and fortitude to be their shepherd. 

Before conducting this interview I thought the 
responses would be overwhelming, since the topics beg 
for full answers. Was 1 ever wrong! 

I salute the four who dared to respond. 

Southern tour 

Judy Clark 

Iran: "They aren ·, 
worth wasting missiles 
on. We should turn ii 
(Iran) into a nuclear 
waste dump, maybe send 
New York ·s garbage 
barges there." 

Cafeteria: "The only 
thing safe is what comes 

,. oul of cans and the 
candy machine." 

Safe sex: "Good ... as 
long as I don't have to 
do it with the creepy 
surgeon general." 

Paul Ul1ger 

Iran: "/ don 'r think 
that we need to nuke 
them, just blow them 
out of the water." 

Cafeteria: "lt'sallright 
.. Jor the price ii should 
be beuer." 

Safe sex: "There's no 
such thing as safe .fex. 

.. Jor the price it should 
be belier." 

Willie Sharp 

Iran: "I'm peaceful as 
hell but I think that we 
should kick the f~
out of them." 

Cafeteria: "/ like the 
sandwiches but they are 
too expensive .... Treat 
the food like the water 
in Mexico, don't eat it 
if you don't have to." 

Safe sex: "It's safe as 
long as you don't bend 
over .. .. Seriomly, the 
person you 're involved 
with should have the 
guts 10 tell you ff they 
have something." 

Sandra Gonzalez 

Iran: "Whywouldyou 
want to do that (nuke) 
to them?" 

Cafetetja: "No, !don't 
likethefood ... the prices 
are high .... It pays to 
drive to Texas City. " 

Safesex: "/think that S 

good. I work in a dental 
office; we .uarted using 
gloves and ma.~ks." 

COM choirs perform, harmonize through four states 
By CHAS GOODE 
Staff Reporter 

"A great time," was College of the Mainland vocal 
director Hope Shiver's answer when asked to charac
terize the summer choir tour. And hearing the emphasis 
in the laughter that accompanied those words, one 
knew there had to be more to this story. 

"There is something about a performing tour that 
tends to bring forth qualities in people which they have 
never recognized previously. Some of our group had 

never ventured too far from Texas City," Shiver 
explained, as she commented on the group's trip 
through the South. 

Members of the COM Choir and the Studio Singers 
traveled through four states, stopping in New Orleans, 
La.; Mobile and Montgomery, Ala.; Atlanta, Ga.;and 
Gulfport, Miss. Their performances covered various 
styles of music including traditional gospel, some 

standard classics and some contemporary pop and 
jazz items. 

The group left COM in the early morning hours of 
Saturday, May 16, and spent that day and evening 
sampling the party atmosphere of the French Quarter 
in New Orleans. According to Shiver they encountered 
their worst problem when their van refused to start 
while parked in what was said, "was one of the 
Quarter's most desolate and isolated parking lots ." A 
look under the hood, revealed nothing more serious 
than corroded battery cables; a problem quickly 
remedied by one of the girls, Shiver explained. 

They performed that Sunday in Mobile at Samuel 
Chapel Methodist Church and the next day journeyed 
on to Montgomery. The Samuel Chapel performance 
was of special significance to Shiver because her father 
is a minister there. 

On the University of Alabama campus in 
Montgomery, the group gave a concert that "went 

beyond all expectations" and became an "inspiration 
to the group and the audience, "Shiver recalled smiling 
broadly. The audience was so tak.en by the singing, 
that they showered praises on choir members and 
commented on their professionalism. 

The crew spent their final day and night in Atlanta , 
where they had their last concert , toured the Martin 
Luther King Center for Non-Violent Change and took 
in the "fantastic" nightlife Atlanta provides for those 
who dare. And dare they did , Shiver said emphatically. 
"Some of us unveiled previously hidden abilities to 
relax our inhibitions and enjoy life." 

On the return trip , they stopped in Gulf port to soak 
up the surf of the Mississippi Gulf Coast and to break 
up those long monotonous hours of driving. 

Choir members termed the trip a great success and 
were proud to represent COM and spread its reputation 
across four states. 

Basketball games at COM lead to intramural fever 
By MICHAEL MURPHY 
Editor 

The College of the Mainland intramural basketball 
program got off to an exciting start Oct. 22 as both 
games went down to the wire. Game one saw the Sixers 
down the Cavaliers 68-66, while the Celtics went 
through three overtime periods-to defeat the Lakers 
64-60 in the second game. 

In the first game, the combined scoring of Michael 
Murphy, Jerry Bryant and Richard Solomon, along 
with the clutch rebounding of Brett Van Dyke, offset 
strong performances by the Cav's Kevin Fricke and 

Dee Ellis. The Sixers overcame a IQ-point deficit to 
pull ahead with less than one minute remaining in the 
game. 

In the second game, a superb team effort propelled 
the Celtics past the Lakers in three overtimes. The 
Celtics tied the game ona layup by Lloyd Murray with 
one second remaining in regulation time and finally 
p~lled the game out by holding the Lakers scoreless in 
the third overtime period. 

Tim Ricke, Zoe Hayward and Ellison led the Celtics 
in scoring, while the rest of the team contributed 
strong defense and rebounding. Nate Coleman starred 

fort he Laken with his scoring and offensive reboued
mg. 

.. I had my reservations about whether or not this 
would wor.k," commented Hayward , the Celtics team 
ca·ptain, "but I have to admit that I was surprised. This 
league can work." 

The intramural basketball program was started to 
revive student interest and involvement in campus 
activities. Plans are now being made to start an 
intramural vollyball league and possibly even an 
intramural water polo program, according to Maryann 
Urick, recreatiOn director. Anyone interested in par
ticipating can call ex:t. 418 for more information. 

• 

Assistant editor 
grateful to COM 

Lynelle 
Ward 

Before attending College of the Mainland I attended 
a major college. To my surprise, even though I had 
been warned, 1 found that to faculty and staff I was 
only a social security number on the roll sheet. What I 
did in class or out, as long as class was not disrupted, 
mattered little to the instructor. 

Now that I am in my second semester at COM, I feel 
I can objectively say this school fulfills basic require
ments as well as my financial needs. 

COM is quite sympathetic to the needs and problems 
of the student. This is good for the recent high school 
graduate as well as for adults returning to school. 

Jam grateful to all the faculty and staff of COM for 
their consideration of students. The faculty takes each 
student and gives him the time and help he needs to 
achieve class requirements. They are willing to work 
with the individual. I feel that they have earned the title 
of teacher. 

Faculty, however, are not the only ones who give 
help at COM. The staff and the counselors also give 
much of their time to help students. 

Counselors take time to carCfully advise -titudents. 
They are here to help students with anything from 
class selection to college transfers. They give students' 
problems top priority. 

My time at COM has been a delight . Not only have I 
received an education, I have gained many friends 
among staff, faculty and fellow students. 

Letter. to. ihe editor 
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TV and tables 
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COM student Sam White (center) amuses friends during Halloween-face-d«:orating contest Oct. 26. 
(Plloto by Ron Bertothy) 

Old news gives Cruz the blues 
By MICHAEL DeLaCRUZ 
Staff Reporter 

Does it seem you see the same subjects in the paper 
every day. Subjects so worn out that if they were tires 
they would have been burned a long time ago. 

Well how about a humorous and somewhat cynical 
view of this and other phenomena. 

How .man)W)f you an:.tired of seeing Robert Bork on 
the front page? How many of you just want to send 
him a pack of razors? Maybe a windsurfing ticket to 
Bimini? Or both? 

What about )essica Hahn? Do the pictures really 
explain things for you? It's said J)ictures are worth a 
l,(){H) words, but if these pictures are explanatory, 
would a 1,000 words be too much? 

It doesn't seem that long ago that evangelists were 
, only in the religion section of the newspaper. Today 

If' t •••• -

Ghostly n1ure ex:tendsin•itadontosee hil mausoleum 
on Halloween ni&ht. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

• 

they make front-page news. 
Contra connections and Contra disconnections. 

Which way are we going? 
Iran-Iraq. Somehow it feels like these two have been 

fighting since Fred and Wilma Flintstone were dating. 
I mean, really, these guys have been fighting since 
biblical times. 

For the spprts fan. How many of you arc:sick of the 
NFL strike being headline news? How about the Oilers 
"Should I stay or should I go" theme? Nbtice the 
quotes. The rock group The Clash used this phrase. 

That brings up the subject of the Democratic 
presidential candidate exodus. Between Hart
breakingcampaigns, sloppy Joe (Bidcn) speech checks 
and the Dukakis raucus, a reader has little choice but 
to keep abreast of national politics. 

Do you get the feeling Nancy Reagan would be in 
tatters in a bull ring? It seems she's been in red dresses 
since birth. 

Bruce: Willis and Cybill Shepherd appear to be 
Moonliihting on all the covers except the ones in my 
bedroom. 

Would Rin-Tin·Tin and Lassie have partied with 
Spuds? 

Perhaps as this issue hits the press these stories will 
be history. However, is it true history repeats itself? 

What a masochistic ending. 

Letter-writing policy 
Students, faculty and staff, 

InterCOM welcomes your letters to the editor. 
In your letters, address only one subject per 

Jetter and stick to the point. Be sure to include 
the pertinent five w's ·and h: who, what, where, 
when, why and how. 

Make sure your material is not libelous. 
Your name and signature, address, and 

telephone number must be on your letter, or we 
cannot print it. 

Send your letters to lnterCOM, Suite B, 
Learning Resources Center, attention Astrid H. 
Lo'wery .. 

Your letters will be published on a space
available basis. We reserve the right to edit, and 
the right not to publish a letter. 

Michael Murphy, editor 
Lynelle Ward, assistant editor 
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Campus Editorials 
Mean • • cu1s1ne daily fare at COM cafeteria 
By RON BERTOTHY 
Staff Reporter 

The French fries were pathetically skinny. They 
were loaded down with more oil than a Kuwaiti tanker 
could carry and stuck together in a greasy blob. When 
I tried to pull one out of the pile the entire mess lifted 
out of the tray. In spite of their shortcomings, they 
were much better than the cheeseburger. 

The roll of the cheeseburger had lost a valiant 

English 
By MICHAEL MURPHY 
Editor 

teachers 

Do we need another full-time instructor in the Eng
lish Department at College of the Mainland? 

.. Absolutely," replied Brent Jarrett, an English 
instructor at COM. "Actually, I'd say that we need two 
more instructors in this department. There are always 
more students, especially for classes like freshman 
English, than we have instructors to teach those stu
dents. I have more students in my composition classes 

struggle to absorb the grease oozing from a tasteless 
beef patty of dubious origin. I suspect it must have 
been from Australia. When I picked it up to cat it, it 
literally started falling apart as my fingers mushed into 
the soggy roll. 

In what pan of the third world could I have found 
such a treat'? Could it have been Nicaragua? Iran? New 
Jersey? The correct answer is none of the above; I 
purchased this truck-stop cuisine at the College of the 
Mainland cafeteria. 

The only reason I purchased a cheeseburger and 
fries to begin with is that I could not identify the other 
food in the cafeteria line. 

Why does the food quality have to be so poor? If the 
prices were cheap it might be justifiable, but I paid 
approxi,mately $3.75 for this and.a soft drink. With 
prices this high the cafeteria management should 
explore the possibility of offering financing. 

On March 5 of this year there was a meeting in the 
student center between representatives of the food 
services and students to air grievances (lnterCOM, 
March 1987). It reportedly degenerated into a 
shouting match between these representatives and 
students. Questions were directed at the wrong parties 
creating a highly emotional atmosphere in which 
nothing could be accomplished. This meeting was an 
apparent failure as we still suffer high food prices and 
low food quality. 

Another disturbing aspect of the cafeteria is the 
objects which have Tugboats written on them. 
Tugboats is a Texas City restaurant which has good 
food. If the same people who operate this good 
restaurant arc the very same people operating our 
cafeteria. why is our food so poor? 

Why is Tugboats allowing its image to be tarnished 
in such a fashion? If they have no intention of 
improving the food quality in our cafeteria, then they 
should choose the prudent alternative of disasso
ciating themselves from the COM cafeteria. They 
should find a new name for the cafeteria. 

If a nautical theme is still desired they could call the 
cafeteria Potemkin's after the ship in Sergei Eisenstein's 
1925 film classic The Battleship Potemkin. The poor 
quality of the food drove the crew of the Potemkin to 
revolt. 

While we do not need a revolution here at COM, a 
little action on this problem would be welcome. 

'overwhelmed' with workload 
than I can realistically teach, especially with the sub
jective nature of writing. 

"'I changed the very nature of my freshman composi
tion courses, I think not to the disadvantage of the 
students, but then I may be kidding myself about that. 
I don't take in and read as much of what they write as I 
used to, and the reason is that I'm so close every 
semester to going nuts because I can't afford to inherit 
as much written work as I would, .. Jarrett said. 

.. English 131 is the only course that everyone has 10 

take, no matter what their degree program, so the 
teachers are overwhelmed," remarked Dr. Bill Spillar, 
chairman of the Arts and Humanities Division ... Our 
enrollment is up about 10 percent in English classes, so 
the teachers just had toabsorbthem. ldcally, I'd like to 
see two instructors hired, but do we have the economic 
resources for this, that is the question ... 

Some of the composition classes have 30 or more 
students. which is simply too many students for any 
type of writing coune. Accordin1 to the College 
Section of the National Council of Teachen of 
English. standards are structured so teachcn can give 
the necessary attention for student progress. One of 
the main points of emphasis in this document is the 
limiting of clus sizes to no more than 20 students in 
order to maximize instructor effectiveness. 

Currently. COM employs adjunct (part-time) 
instructon to handle some of the overflow. 

"We use adjunct instructors about whom we know 
next to nothing and whom we pay very little for theii-

• • 

services. Right now we have two of the best adjuncts 
since I've been here, Kathye Bergin and Ouida Garber. 
There are others who are equally qualified such as 
Steve Remollino and Temple Paysse, but we always 
run the risk of losing them. If I were king of the world , 
I'd say let's hire them, but I'm not," Jarrett 
commented. 

"Kathye Bergin and Ouida Garber are two out
standing -instructors and I hope we have a shot at 
hiring them. If we found anybody better than them, I'd 
be amazed. I would hope that they would apply for the 
jobs if they did indeed o¢n up,,. Jarrett concluded. 

.. Yes, I'd like to work here. The full-time instructors 
are overworked, they have too many students and too 
many conferences." Ouida Garber observed. "I have a 
vested interest in this, but you people (COM students) 
have even more of a vested interest. After all. it deals 
with your education and I think a lot of people are 
being slighted. 1 really don't think it's the instructor's 
fault, there's just so much they can do with so much 
work to be done. If you're going to do anything with 
your students' work other than just a superficial 
grading, you can't. There's just too much work." 

It all apparently boils down to an economic issue. 
But what about the students' welfare? How long will 
this situation exist before something is done about it? 

Dr. Spillar leaned back in his chair and shrugged. 
"This idea has been kicked around for some time now. 
The need is documented, it's just a matter of if it will be 
acted upon. I hope the message gets heard." 

• 

Chavez devotes 
life to workers 
By MICHAEL DeLaCRUZ 
Staff Reporter 

Cesar Chave1, president of the United Farm Workers 
of America (UFW) and "one of the heroic figures of 
our time." according to the late Robert Kennedy, 
addressed a general assembly at College of the Main
land Oct. 14 in the college auditorium L-131. 

Chavez. a 60-year-old man of humble origins, has 
spent most of his life striving to better farm working 
conditions. 

He was born on his grandfather's farm in Arizona 
and became a migrant worker at 10,drifting throughout 
the Southwest. After a stint in the Navy in 1945, he 
went to California,and returned to farm working. In 
1948 he married Helen Fabela, whom he met in the 
California Vineyards. 

In 1952, Chavez'migrant work led him to become 
the national director of a self-help group for Hispan
ics, the Community Service Organization (CSO). 

Chavez split from the CSO in 1962 and formed the 
National Farm Workers Association. In three years he 
had recruited 1,200 families into this group and 
merged with another coalition, Agricultural Workers 
Organizing Committee (A WOC), to form the UFW. 

The union called for a boycott strike on table and 
wine grapes using non-violent tactics. The boycott, 
epitomized by Chavez' own 25--day fast, achieved a 
sweeping victory characterized by better working con
ditions and many benefits. 

Three years after this boycott ended another started 
on a national scale. The workers boycotted grapes, 
head lettuce and Gallo wines. With 17 million Americans 
siding w.ith Chavez, he again won a better standard of 
living for the farm workers. 

Chavez 1s now targeting environmental as welf as 
civil rights issues for his new call for a tablc·grape 
boycott. He is out for pesticide eradication and a 

better life for the workers. Chavez also feels the pres
ent California government hasn't dealt him a fair hand 
recently, therefore, he must turn to national support. 

At the present Chavez is touring colleges trumpeting 
his new grape boycott hoping to convince people of the 
farm workers plight. He claims to be .. shooting for 20 
million people, .. hoping for the bandwagon effort to 
pick up the reported '"five or six million" now boycot
ting table grapes in the United States and Canada. 

Cha vez----<Continued from Pase I 

tern which prevents us from be'coming organized. Sex
ual harrassment is common for those forced to do 
anything to keep their jobs in order to survive. 

Members of the audience asked what they could do 
to help the cause in addition to not buying grapes. 
Chavez encouraged them to ask others to participate 
in the boycott and said VHS videotapes of the film are 
available to copy and distribute. 

The Wralh of Grapes is in the COM library and an 
updated version is presently being put together. Cesar 
Chavez can be contacted at P.O. BOX 62, Keene CA 
93531-9989. 
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Police academy cadets Kou Lauderdale (left) and Debbie Walton donate blood dllrlns COM Blood Orin Oct.13. 

(Photo by Ron Bertotby) 

Blood donating is no big pain 
By LYNELLE WARD 
Assistant Editor 

Since I started attending College of the Mainland I 
have avoided donating blood. But when the Student 
Activities Board and the Blood Center of Houston 
hosted another blood drive at COM on Oct. 13and 14, 
I decided to donate. 

I had intended to give blood on several other 
occasions, but always chickened out at the last moment. 
It was frightening to think of myself actually donating 
my blood. The closest I've ever come to losing my 
blood has been a cut or scratch, to which I quickly 

· applied p1essa1c co stopJ:he bleallng: 
I also have sympathetic friends who have informed 

me of every side effect and possible problem resulting 
from giving blood. You would never believe the myths 
you hear when you're about to donate. My major fear 
was the risk of catching a blood-oriented disease, such 
as AIDS. 
Since I wasn't sure of all that I had heard about 

donating blood, I contacted my doctor and discussed 
the risks of donating. He assured me that there is little 
to worry about, because sterile needles arc used and 
the risk of contracting a blood-oriented disease is 
almost nonexistent: ,After I received that information 
it was much easier to face the needle. 

Most people -don't donate because they aren't 
properly informed. Anyone who gives can feel safe. 
The blood is taken by professionals so you arc in good 
hands. 

Regrettably not everyone can donate. Each donor 
should check to see if he or she can give blood. People 
6ri aa tai111uvdieations, such as fo, highbtoodJffC$11lre, 
are not eligible. People with cancer. cardiovascular 
problems, hepatitis, or diabetes also should not donate 
blood. 

I advise everyone eligible to donate to do so in the 
future, because the blood you give today might be the 
blood that saves a life tomorrow. Possibly yours, or a 
loved ones. 

CO M-------------------------C,ontinned from Pase I 

Prominent local banker Chuck Doyle, emphasized 
the importance and the need for educational facilities 
such as COM. He stressed COM's role in educating 
individuals to be productive members of the commun
ity rather than a drain on the economy . 

Johnnie Henderson, president of the local AFL
CIO and long-time community leader, commended 
COM for offering opportunities to the citizens of the 
Texas City area. He affirmed the role COM plays in 
affording an education to persons not ready to step 
directly into a larger university, or able to pay the 
higher tuition costs. 

Richard (Monty) Harris, president of the newly 
formed COM Ex-Students Association, praised the 
excellent education he received at COM, and chal
lenged COM alumni to meet new college objectives. 

Dr. Herbert F. Stallworth, COM's first president, 
recalled how when first asked to visit COM he had 
little knc:iwledge of the surrounding area. On finding 
an encouraging amount of community interest in the 
school, he made a commitment to COM that trans
lated into 16 years of dedicated service. 

During the celebration COM honored faculty 
members: Dr. Donald Bass, dean, Instruction and 
Student Development; Michael Bordelon; Dr. Carolyn 
Hartnett; Dr. Dorothy McNutt, chairperson, Division 
of Business; Robert P. Shinn, director, Continuing 
Education and Community ServiCCs; Larry L. Smith; 
George E. Thomas; Dr. Manuel Urbina; and Roy L. 
Walker. COM staff members Helen Foster and Dorothy 
J. Cathcart also were honored for their 20 years of 
service. 

Wheelchair--------------------------------C,oatlnuedfrom Pase I 

Michelle McCullough was heading for the COM 
library when her wheelchair became bogged down in a 
patch of wet cement, apparently throwing her to the 
ground. McCullough suffered two broken legs and a 
sprained arm as a result of the accident. 

Barricades that were supposed to seal off the 
construction area were down since the workers had 

just finished pouring fresh concrete and had not yet 
replaced them. 

McCullough suffers from the extremely rare bone 
disease osteogenesis imperfecta, which is an inherited 

• 

condition in which the bones are abnormally brittle 
and subject to fracturqs. 

Paramedics, who had to be extremely careful when 
handling her because of her disease, rushed McCullough 
to the University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston. 

There she was sedated while experts looked at her 
injuries. 

McCullough works as a student assistant in the 
Multidisciplinary Computer Lab, where she aids her 
fellow students in computer-related studies. 

.. She is our jack of all trades," commented Mona 

• 

Miller, the Information Specialist technician for 
MCL. "She knows all the software, and we have over 
200 programs. Michelle is very popular with her fellow 
students and workers. When I heard what happened, I 
rushed to the Emergency Room to be with her." 

"it's a shame something like this had to happen," 
remarked Joe Rotramel, chief of Campus Security, 
"but it was just one of those freak accidents. The 
barricades were down and she just happened to be 
going through there at that particular time. You 
couple that with her bone disease and you see what I 
mean. It"s a million to One." 

• 
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What's Happening 
U.S. Air Force jams 

The U.S. Air Force 74Sth Jazz Ensemble (the 
Mighty 8th) will be at the College of the Mainland 
Campus in the Learning Resource Center Room 131. 
The scheduled performance is Monday, Nov. 16, 
7:30 p.m. The group performs to promote the Ameri
can· art form of music, jazz. 

The showing, part of Galveston Island Jazz Festival 
weekend, is open to the public and no admission will 
be charged. 

This jazz ensemble is from Barksdale Air Force Base 
in Louisiana. They travel the tri-state area (Texa"s, 

Louisiana and Oklahoma) promoting jazz music and 
good public relations with the Air Force and the 
general public. 

Sing with choir 
To open the yuletide season with a bang, the 

Mainland Chorale and Orchestra directed by Hope 
Shiver will perform a Christmas concen of Handel's 
Messiah at College of the Mai.nland Student Center 
Tuesday, Dec. I at 7:30 p.m. 

The audience is invited to sing along on the 
Hallelujah chorus. Admis.sion is $3. All proceeds will 
will pay for the orchestra. 

Student activities calendar 
By STACY GILBERT 

Musicians and other performers 
will entenain outside during Col
lege Hour Tuesdays and Thurs
days from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. 

In inclement weather pctformances 
will be held in the Student Center. 
For more information, contact 
Maryann Urick at (409) 938-1211 
ext. 418. 

Colfece Hour Specials, E•- and Sports 

Daus Adivily 

Tuesday, Nov, IO , , , , ••••••••••• President Larry Stanley will hold an informal visit 

with ~~!!:1fl - - ~..... . . ·····-·;-;;,__ ..,,,,:...._ ·---~ ~·"":.- -~ - _,.,. ·-=:'°"'"""=~~~~11 
Tuesday, No\/. 17 .•••••• , , •• , ••. There wilfl,e a Student versus Employee softbaJI 

game at 12:30 p.m. If it rains. there will be Whiffie .. 
ball in the gym. 

Wednesday, Nov. 18 ••.• ~ •••••••• Fall sports day wiU be held at Alvin Community 
College. 

Thursday, Nov. 19 • • •• ••• •• ,. •••• The I Ith annual Great American Smokeout will 
be observed. President Larry Stanley holds open 
forum on bar_ining smoking at COM in the Student 
Center at 12:30 p.m. 

Friday, Nov, 20 •••••• , ••...•• , • Free movie, Children of a Lesser God at 1 p.m. 

Saturday, Nov;21 ••••• " , •.•••••• The 10th annual Texas Turkey Trot Fun Run will 
begin at 8:45 a.m. 

Saturday, Nov.21 ••••••.• , •..••• Free showir\g of ChildHn of a Lesser God at 7 p.m. 
in the LRCauditorium L-131. 

Tuesday, Nov. 24 ••••••••••••••• Canoe Hour on the Lake starts al 12:30 p.m. 

Tuesday. Nov. 24 ••••.••• , , ••••• The Environmental Committee (ECOM) will discuss 
·Toxics in Galveston Bay .. at 7 p.m. in Room A•l48. 

Fridtty-Sunday, Nov. 26-29 ••• ,, ••• College is cl05ed. The Braz.os River Thanksgiving 
takes place. The canoe trip is $49 per person. 

Tuesday, Dec. I , , •• ~., ••••••••• Don Grant will presenl Island Vibrations at 
12:30 p.m. 

Tuesday and Wednesday. 
Dec. I and 2 •••••••••••••••••• EarlY credit registration for ,pring 198& takes plaCf. 

Tl,!OSday and Wednesday. 
Dec. 8 and 9 ••••••. , ••••••••••• The Art Association wiU hold their Winter Art Sale. 

Wedne1day, Dec. 9 •••••••• -•••••• Admissions requirements must be met by this date 

.. 

in order to be eligible for credit registration On 
Jan. S. 

Ensemble performs 
The COM Jazz Ensemble directed by Sparky Koerner 

will perform on the Strand at 23rd Street under the 
trumpet Nov. 14 at noon. 

The performance, part of the Galveston Island Jazz. 
Festival, is free to the public. There will be jazz music 
from noon to 6 p.m. 

Harris wins election 
The College of the Mainland Phi Theta Kappa 

chapter Sigma Delta, won the election for state 
presidency at the state convention held in Ft. Worth 
last February. COM chapter members campaigned 
hard to win this honor. 

Richard (Monte) Harris was elected, COM state 
president. He will travel throughout Texas in that 
capacity. 

COM members will host the district convention at 
COM Nov. 14. 

Art exhibit set 
The second biennial art gallery exhibition in con

junction with the 20th anniversary celebration of Col
lege of the Mainland features works by 12 Texas artists 
in the Fine Arts Building Nov. 5 - Dec. 18. 

COM faculty selected Texas artists Jud y Doh 
Blossman, Deborah Ellington, Stella Dobbins, Lucas 
JohnsQ!h_ Mona MarshaU,. Julie BgzziLOdette Ruben_. 
Beth """Eidelberg, James Templer, Derck Doshier, Betty 
Yancey and Trish Simonite. Works displayed include 
watercolors, charcoals, oils on canvas, and pen and 
ink drawings on paper. 

Club concerned 
with environment 
By BEBE USING 
Staff Reporter 

. 

The Environmental Committee (ECOM) is a new 
organization at College of the Mainland sponsored by 
Dr. Renate True, natural science instructor. ECO M is 
dedicated to "thinking globally and acting locally." 

Since the group was formed in January 1987, 
monthly programs have included a discussion of the 
Keystone Process, a consensus group appointed by 
regional and local entities addressing citizens' con
cerns, In locating controversial facilities. Other pro
grams presented were a videotape on organizing 
household hazardous waste collection and a presenta
tion about the future of Galveston Bay by Dr. F. 
Hermann Ruden berg, conservation chairman of the 
Galveston Sierra Club. 

ECO M's efforts also center on winning $60,000 in 
highway landscaping funds for Texas City fcom the 
Governor's Community Achievement Awards. The 
$100,000 awarded Galveston by the Texas State 
Highway Department came about because the city 
asked schools and businesses to get involved in litter
clean-up and beautification programs. 

During the November ECOM meeting the future of 
the fishing industry and the use of anti-fouling tri
butyltin paints (which prevent barnacles from accum
ulating on the boat hull) will be discussed, 

Meetings are held the last Tuesday or Wednesday of 
each month in the Administration Building, Room 
A-148 at 7 p.m. For information call Bebe Lising (409) 
9484!03 or Dr. Renate True, (409) 938-1211 ext. 331. 

• 
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Cesar Chavez advocates table-grape boycott 
By BEBE USING 
Staff Reporter 

A warm welcome and a standing ovation greeted 
Cesar Chavez, founder and president of the United 
Farm Workers Association, at College of the Main-

land Oct. 14. 
President Larry Stanley introduced Chavez saying 

he admired him for the sacrifices he has made for 
change. Stanley said Chavez was good for the students 
because he exemplifies ideas of what it takes to stand 
up and be counted in the struggle for decent living. . 

Cesar Chavez, president 
of United Farm Worken, 
addresses COM audience 
Oct. 14. 

(Pbot~..ijm~ 

Chavez announced that a grape boycott is now in 
effect and showed The Wrath of Grapes film depicting 
the suffering and intimidation farm workers still 
experience after 20 years of struggle. 

The film illustrates the fact that farm workers are 
exposed to toxic pesticides which may cause birth 
defects and other diseases. Pressure tactics used to 
prevent workers from organizing unions were demon
strated in the film. 

.. I have come to the court of last resort in America, 
the consumer. We want to make this grape boycott the 
largest in history as a force against poverty and 
injustice," Chavez appealed. After 20 years only 20 
percent of California farm workers have even some 
benefits. 

The $14 billion agricultural industry ignores farm 
laws and their use of pesticides is increasing, Chavez 
said. "The chemicals affect everyone, they are in the 
air, the water, the tissues of infants and in mother's 
milk. Everyone is exposed, including the consumer ... 

According to Chavez only fresh grapes, not wines 
and raisins are being boycotted. The UFW hopes the 
grape boycott will help them gain free and fair elections, 
good faith collective bargaining and a ban on the most 
dangCl'OIIS ~-

Audience questions dealt with laws which are 
needed to protect workers and allow the'm to organize. 
"We have no protection,.., Chavez said. The political 
system of government and growers oppresses the 
workers. Cheating on the workers time and wages, 
making them ride dangerous vehicles and treating 
them like agricultural tools is part of the vicious sys-

Sece Chavez Page 7 

COM celebrates 20th anniversary with open house 
By CHAS GOODE 
Staff Reporter 

"Our open house is an opportunity for us to share 
the pride in what we together have accomplished, and 
to express our appreciation for 20 years of your ongo
ing support, " President Larry Stanley said to the 
audience at College of the Mainland's 20th anniver
sary celebration Oct. 25. ''It is also time to pay tribute 

to our charter employees as well as those who saw the 
future 20 years ago and made it happen." 

The anniversary observance began with a mini
concert by the COM Jazz Ensemble directed by 
Sparky Koerner. The performance set a festive mood 

t 
for the afternoon. 

COM Board of Trustees President Bennie Mat
thews introduced President Stanley who in turn inlro-
duced several speakers. See COM Page 7 

Student injured 
By MICHAEL MURPH\' 
Editor 

A bizarre set of circumstances conspired to 
cause a freak accident on Thursday, Oct. 8 
involving a College of the Mainland handi
capped student. 

See Wheelchair Page 7 

• 

• 
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COM?s'20th annlvenary 
pany draws crowd. 
(Photo by Jim Hi11ins) 
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What's Happening 
Concert held at COM 

The Annual Fall Concert, featuring the COM Sin
gers, and the COM Jazz Ensemble, will be held Tues
day, Dec. 15. 

dio Singers and Sparky Koerner is director of the 
COM Jazz Ensemble. For more information see Hope 
Shiver (Ext. 348). 

Food drive set 
The concert is at 7:30 p.m. in the Fine Arts Building, 

Recital Hall (RM Fl 17). Admission is free. 
The performance includes "a true variety show and 

will consist of many types of music: classic, jazz, pop 
and gospel," Hope Shiver said. 

President Larry Stanley invites students to contribute 
toys and non-perishable food items to be distributed 
by College of the Mainland employees Dec. 18. 

Shiver is the director of the f'OM Singers and Stu-
Donations may be brought to the president's office 

between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. fr"m now to Dec. 18. 

Student activities calendar 
By MICHAEL DeLaCRUZ lnindementweatherpcrfonnanoes 

Musicians and other performers will be held in the Student Center. 
will perform outside during Col- For more information, contact 
lege Hour Tuesdays and Thurs- Maryann Urick at (409) 938-1211 
days from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m, ext. 418. 

College Hour Specials, EYenh and Sports 

DatH Activities 

Wednesday, Dec. 9 ••..... , • , .... Student Activities Board. Spring planning meeting. 
New ideas from students are welcomed, please call 
ext. 417. 

Wednesday, Dee. 9, ..•....... , .. Arts sale in the Student Center. 

ThufSday, Dec. IO •••••••••••• , • Finals .in vollcyball league.s. 

Friday, Dec. 11 •••• , , ••••••• , , , Free movie, The Secrel of Nimh at 7 p.m. 

Saturday, Dec.12 •• , . , • , .••...•• The Secret of Nimh at I p.m. for a free showing. 

Monday.Dec. 14. , . , , , . , , , , , ••.• Finals .week begin~. 

Tuesday, Dec. 15 . , ••. , , . , ••...• COM Jazz Ensemble, COM Singers, and COM 
Studio Singers perform in concen free in the Arts 
Center. Recital Hall, F·I 17, 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, Dec. 17 ..• , , , ~,., •. • . Aerobics workout, 6:30..8:30 p.m. 

Friday, Dec. 19 , , • , , , , • , •. ~ •.•. Application for short-term loans must be filed by 
this date to insure processing.for Credit Registration 
on Jan. 5. 

Saturday,Dec. 19 ••••••• , , , , , • , , End of fall semester. 

Monday, Dec. 21 •• , ••• , •••••••• Grades due in Admissions and Record Office 
by noon. 

Wcdne$Qay. n,.c, 23 .• ••• .••••• • , College closed until Jan. 3. 

Preparation for transferring credits 

• 

By STACY GILBERT 
Staff Reporter 

Many students who attend College of the Mainland 
have plans to transfer to a four-year university. How
ever, they may run into difficulty if they haven't coor
dinated courses they need for an associate's degree at 
COM with courses transferable to another college or 
university. 

universities, find out which courses offered at COM 
are equivalent to their courses. Some students end up 
repeating courses they've had at COM at the university 
they transfer to because they didn't speak to their 
counselor in advance. 

Since many four-year universities will not accept all 
credits earned at COM, consult your counselor before 
you register for the .next semester. He can tell you 
which courses will count toward your degree at COM 
and which courses will transfer. You also will need to 
speak to the counselor .it the university to which you 
plan to transfer to make sure the information you 
received is correct. 

Wiren speaking with counselors at other colleges or 

Another problem students encounter when signing 
llP for classes at COM is that some classes are offered 
only during certain semesters. You will need to plan 
far enough ahead so you don't miss signing up for such 
a class. 

To transfer .to another college students must send a 
transcript of iheir grades and course credits to that 
college. This process involves going to the COM 
Admissions Office and filling oµt a transcript form 
which costs $1. COM sends the transcript to the col
lege of your choice. 

MCL helps students 
In a fast..paced society such as ours, it is an asset to 

keep up with technology. This is why College of the 
Mainland's Multidisciplinary Computer Laboratory 
was established. 

This Jab gives students the opportunity to gain basic 
knowledge in computer use. A variety of programs are 
available including those to aid course work. 

The MC'T has been in operation for two vears. 
Student usage has increased dramatically during the 
second year, according to the MCL October 1987 
newsletter. Twenty-two computers are available for 
student use. 

The MCL is staffed with experienced personnel wil
ling to help students. The lab is located in the 
Technical-Vocational Building, Room T-320. 

COM says no to 
intercollegiate sports 
By LYNELLE WARD 
Staff Reporter 

I've always believed College of the Mainland has 
many excellent extra-curricular activities, but I've 
always wondered why we didn't have teams which 
competed on an intercollegiate level. To my surprise, I 
found we once had teams which did not compete. 

In the early '70s COM participated competitively in 
basketball, volleyball, track and swimming. We even 
had cheerleaders. 

The basketball coach at the time was Jerry Bryant. 
According to several faculty members the team was 
pretty good. Bryant was the coach for five years. 

Without student or faculty discussion or representa
tion the administration, headed by COM President 
Fred Taylor. slowly began to eliminate each of the 
intercollegiate teams. According to Jerry Bryant, bas
ketball coach, only basketball and baseball remained 
when the administration eliminated intercollegiate 
sports. The following year they lowered the ax. on 
basebalL 

The administrations explanation for the cuts 
according to Bryant was the high expense, despite the 
fact that CO M's basketba11 team kept an exceptionally 
low budget each year. The administration also stated 
that the teams had a very poor turnout and that they 
werC'just an elitist group which did not help school 
spirit. In their opinion the teams were just a waste of 
time and money. 

Bryant believes that the return of these teams would 
be of great value to the student body and could help 
school spirit and moral. 

The best way to start, according to Bryant, would be 
with the men's basketball team and through that build 
community support. Approximatly $40,000 would be 
needed to start the return of intercollegiate sports due 
to the expense of equipment, travel and promotion. 

Students and faculty would lik'e to see the return of 
our sports program, however, many believe it would 
be a detriment to start up these old forgotten activities 
because in their opinion sports hurt scholastics. 

Unless we fight for the return of intercollegiate 
sports, I guess some of uS will never know. 

COM student wins cash 
Fortune smiled upon College of the Mainland 

student Gerald Morgan. Nov. 20. 
Morgan. a guest disc jockey at a popular local 

radio station, called in sick that day. What 
ensued took his mind off the illness. He called 
back into the station at the right time with the 

· right answers to the contest questions and pock
eted $400. 
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Stanley advocates restricted smoking 
By RON BERTOTHY 
Staff Reporter 

"At a bare minimum, in this building, there will be 
more restrictive smoking areas ... " President Larry 
Stanley said to students gathered in the Student 
Center for a forum on the question of whether or not 
to ban smoking at College of the Mainland. The 
Nov. 19 forum attracted a large number of students 
and faculty members concerned with the issue. 

Students and faculty members were permitted the 
opportunity to address the group and give their 
opinion on this controversial issue. Most of the 
.Speakers, smokers and non~smokers alike, were against 
a total ban on smoking in campus buildings but were 
for clearly designated smoking areas. 

The speakers ,vere emotional and the turnout was 
hea\'Y on Nov. 19 due in pan to President Stanley's 
remarks on a possible ban on smoking at his informal 
visit with students at the Student Center Nov. 10. 

President Stanley mentioned that the College Senate 
was considering a ban on smoki"ngand had they voted 
on it at their meeting. "they probably would have 
banned smoking." he ,,aid. He also.mentioned creating 

-Smoking areas outside if such a ban were enacted. 
Students and faculty members opposed to a ban on 

smoking are concerned about the possibility of being 
forced outside into harsh winter weather if a ban is 
enacted. COM student Larry Lebovc summed up the 
feelings of many smokers when he said, "In the land of 
the free, you're going to tell me I have to go outside to 
smoke a cigarette?" 

Faculty member Alan Ginsberg questioned President 
Stanley's assertion that the prevailing sentiment of the 

College Senate was for a total ban on smoking. In a 
separate interview with lnterCOM, Ginsberg indicated 
that the Galveston Daily Neu's printed that the 
overriding opinion of the College Senate was for a 
total ban on smoking. 

"At a faculty meeting .. .l raised this question of 

prevailing sentiment," Ginsberg said ... A faculty member 
who had been to the meeting of the College Senate said 
that the statement in the Galveston Daily News about 
pre\iailing sentiment for a total ban was inaccurate. 
After meeting another person who_attended the senate 

See Smoke Out Pac~ 7 

President Larry Stanley addresses students during the Great American smoke out on Nov. 19 concerning smoking 
on campus. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

Bryant: COM physical education slighted 
By MICHAEL MURPHY 
Editor 

I originally enrolled at College of the Mainland to 
get an associate's degree in physical education, but 

when I got here, I discovered that there was no degree 
program for my major. 

• 

According to the college prospectus, there should 
have been a degree program established, but there 
wasn't. There wasn't even a chairperson with whom I 
could discuss the matter. There isn't even a division of 
Health and Physical Education (HPE) at COM! It's 

Jerry Bryant, 
physical education 
instructor at 
COM's domed 
physical educa 
ion center. 
(Photo by 
Ron Bertothy) 

actually under the auspices of the Social Science 
Department (for reasons I can't even begin to fathom). 
What is the reasoning behind this? I don't know, and 
there aren't too many people on campus who do. 

"I don't know. It's ridiculous, to tell you the truth," 
commented Jerry Brya'nt, a physical'education instructor 
at COM. "The administration seems to be interested in 
separating the mind from . the body. They ·say 'let's 
develop the student mentally, but the development of 
the body is inconsequential.' 1 think that's the wrong 
approach. You cannot separate the two. The mind 
body relationship is important to the student's self 
image." 

The entire approach to physical education at COM 
is laughable. To illustrate the respect the administration 
has for physical education, HPE classes are on par 
with some remedial communications classes. In these, 
students may choose to receive credit rather than a 

See Bryant Page 7 

Dobbins' work 
featured locally 
By RON BERTOTHY 
Staff Reporter 

Big things are happening with art instructor 
Stella Dobbins' artwork these days. 

See Uobbins Pa,:e 7 
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Campus Editorials/News 

Editor receives press club award 
Dana D. Gibson, Gander staff member and lnterCOM April 1987 editor, was awarded outstanding 
journalism student at COM by the GalvestOn County Press Club. Pictured with Gibson(center) are Dr. Don 
Bass, (left) dean of Instruction and Student Development and Dr. Bill Spillar, chairman of the Division of 
Arts and Humanities and sponsor of lnterCOM. Gibson was presented the plaque at the May 1987 
craduadon reception. "Gibsoo is now a journalism major at Sam H~ State Uahenity, Huntsville. 

(Photo by Jim H111ins) 

Senior citizen activities 

COM benefits from volunteers 
By ELEANOR DOWNS 
Staff Reporter 

Students, if you see a retired relativ~ or bored 
neighbor, encouraged him to share his talents, time 
and companionship within our community. 

Retired Seniors Volunteer Program at College of 
the Mainland consists of seniors, 60 years or older, 
who are donating their services to the community. 

Many departments at COM are assisted by seniors. 
You11 find them in the library, theater and in COM 
offices as office and phone assistants. 

Seniors tutor students one-to-one in English, math 
and reading at COM as well as in the homes of the 
homebound. Other services they perform are teaching 
crafts and participating as instructors,in music, writing 
and art. 

Seniors have fun too. The fourth Wednesday of 
each month is a covered..dish luncheon in the Student 
Center with a guest speaker. The luncheon's featured 
speaker in August was astronaut Col. Charles Bolden. 
He presented a slide show of pictures he had taken. in 

space. 
In October opthamologist Dr. Gregory T. Clariday 

spoke on eye implants and how they are used to correct 
cataracts. 

November will feature Isaura Garza a represent
ative for Homecare Inc., who will speak on health 
issues. 

More than 3,000 senior citizens are registcredJor the 
Senior Citizen Program at COM, according to Lochie 
Fowler, secretary for the program. 

All registered seniors are issued a card for a $2 fee 
entitling them to discounts for the theater and other 
events. 

Courses of interest in which seniors may participate 
range from creative writing to painting, while activities 
include checkers, water exercises and dances. 

Special seminars with guest speakers are also 
offered to seniors. Registration statistics show that 
seniors from 55 to 63 years of age go for exercise 
programs and credit courses, while the 70 to 95 age 
group prefer cards, chess and other activities. 

Many classes in continuing education are free. 
Physical education facilities arc available to card
carrying members. 

In February planning for the May Expo Program 
begins. Outstanding seniors from all over the community 
are recognized. Expo will celebrate its 10th anniversary 
in May 1988. This special program includes a guest 
speaker and certificates for honorees. A reception 
follows in the Student Center. 

Fowler takes this hectic senior program with a 
smile, and gives good humored advice to lost students 
of all ages. 

The senior adult office is one of the busiest places on 
C'1mpus. 'tt•s' iiithcStude'lllCen'ier,idoni I'll'. '' : 

• 

Time worrying 
is time wasted 
By BERTA 0. BRAGG 
Assistant Editor 

Today is the day that may have caused you great 
anxiety yesterday. 

When all is said and done, nothing can stop tomor
row from arriving or today from passing. Some of 
those who spent yesterday worrying didn't need to, 
because they may not be here today anyway. They may 
have spent their last day of life in futility. 

Worry doesn't help. it hurts. It can make us ill. It can 
make us old before our time. And at best it's a waste of 
time. 

This is about time. Spend it or throw it away, the 
choice is yours. 

'"Yesterday is a cancelled check. Tomorrow is a 
promissory note. Today is the only cash you have to 
spend, so spend it wisely." Or at least pleasantly. (I 
don't know whose quote this is but it's one of my 
favorites.) · 

Worrying about risks, taking chances, it's enough to 
make our hearts pass the speed limit. But we need to 
take chances with making choices. It would be worse if 
we made no choices. We would just stagnate. What 
could be a greater waste of time? 

Worrying is something I try to avoid. I have to work 
at not wor.rying about other people misinterpreting 
what I say or what I do. 

Of course. I can't control what others think of me. 
But I try to make sure my dust doesn't fly in anyone's 
face as I go about my merry way. 

For how Jong do I look back and wish I'd made 
myself simpler to read'! Not too long I hope. Because at 
those times I remember another quote .. I drink a toast 
to those who wish me well, and those who don't can go 
to hell!" 

I really do love people. At least until they've sti:pped 
on my heart or my head once too often. And I do care 
how people interpret me, because I want to leave 
_behind~ true impression of myself. 

If you have a question about what I.say or what l do .. 
-if you really care.just ask me to ex.plain. 111 try to clear 
things up. It'll be worth the time and effort to me. 

In dealing with others, don't waste precious time. 
Communicate today. 

• 

• 

Dobbins' painting on billboard 
Continued from Pace 1 

How big? Try a forty-eight feet by fourteen feet 
billboard featuring one of her prints. The billboard ., 

:---

Stella Dobbins, art instructor and art callery director 
at COM, with work currently on display in gallery. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

Bryant takes stand 
Continued from Page I 
letter grade. Students who opt for a letter grade in 
HPEgotoclass forthesamenumt,erof contact hours 
as siuctct"rts in three<:redit-hour cl~sses. but receive only 
one hour of credit. 

will be placed ii:i, a busy Houston location where it will 
be seen by an audience of millions over a six-month 
period. This is truly Tex.as big. 

Dobbins is one of three artists selected in a competition 
sponsored by Patrick Media Group of Houston, the 
nation's largest outdoor advertising company. The 
purpose of the program, according to Patrick Media. 
is to ''stimulate a greater public awareness of the visual 
arts, and to provide a medium for the growth and 
development of local artists.·· 

"It's exciting to be in front of so many eyes, 
Dobbins says of the super canvas. It's affecting 
me ... l'm thinking larger. this has pushed me into a 
different direction," she said. 

The billboard will feature a copy of Dobbin's 
painting "Foreign Resonances,#2"which isa permanent 
addition to the collection of Tex.as A&M University of 
Galveston. 

The most difficult technical problem for Dobbins 
was deciding how to crop her picture to fit the format 
of the billboard. "The process is interesting," she 
commented on the creation of the super canvas. "The 
billboard will actually be painted." 

., Dobb_ins was choose~ for the award, along with the 
• area-artists Mary Hasltp and Robert Ziebell. from a 

group of 450 entries. 

The competition ~\'as juried by Allen Hacklin, 
director, Glasscll ~chool of Art; Neil Printz, curator, 
Mcnil Collec.tion; Caroline Huber,co-dircctor, Diverse 
Works Inc.; and Marti Mayo, director, Blaffer 
Gallery. 

"I play around with illusion," Dobbins says. She 
likes to .. make realistic objects appear abstractly." 

Two of Dobbins' works may be seen at the exhibit 
on display at the OOM Gattery"ttrrougtr-Dec-: 18. 
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r--------------------~ STUDENT ACTIVITIES 
Circle your response. 
I. Are you a FULL-TIME or 

PART-TIME student? 
2 Arc your courst:s DAY or 

NIGHT courses'? 
3. Do you attend activities or 

performances scheduled 
during college hour'! 

4. Whar types of 
entertainment would you like 
scheduled for college hour? 

lectures? 
- groups / bands'! 
- variety shows? 

musicians? 
5 . Would you like more 

sports events'/ 
6 . Are you interested in 

intercullegiate activities? 
7. Have you attended our 

movie series? 
8. What type of movies would 

you like'/ 
- Comedy? 
- Drama? 
--Romance? 
--Adventure'! 

9, Have you attended COM 
picnics? 

10, Du you like the location. 
Carbide Park'/ 

11 Have you attended any of 
the dances sponsored h}' 

Student Activities Board? 
12. Would you like a live band 

pla~'ing al the next dancc'1 

13. What typo:: of music do you 
like'! 

Ruc.k? 
J Pop Rock / Top 40? 
I - Jazz? ' 
I - -Soul? 

YES ,o 

YES NO 

YES NO 

YES NO 

YES ,o 

YES NO 

YES NO 

I Please" drop your completed questionnaire into the suggestion 
I box located in the Student Center. 
I If you have any comments or sugges.lions please contact Eva 
I Neinas at 93.8-1211 Ext. 422. 

~--------------------J 
On one hand, the college prospects states that the 

college is "to assist the student to increase his knowledge 
and understanding of his body, enlarge his regard for 
it, and improve his ability and desire to maintain it and 
improve it," but on the other hand, the actions of the 
administration seem to contradict this statement. The 
majority of the H PE courses are taught by part-time 
personnel. Also. there is no intercollegiate athletic 
progfam here, despite the fact that COM has the facili
ties to support one. 

Volumes of videos at COM Library 

·The administration must stand up and say that the 
body is just as important as the mind," Bryant com
mented. "Did you know that physical education isn't 
even a required course in programs such as child 
developmenr, fire protection technology and emergency 
medical technician training'? You would think that 
these courses would require at least a fundamental 
physical education class as part of their degree 
requirements, but they don't. 

"There exists a dichotomy here at COM as far as the 
mind versus body issue is concerned. All I'm asking is 
for this institution to educate the whole individual, not 
just the mind. The individual's well being is greatest 
when he or she is physically, mentally and emotionally 
fit, and that's a proven fact," Bryant said. 

I would hope that COM someday recognizes the 
value of the H PE department and stop trivializing the 
physical aspect of education. John Dewey, in his book 
Democracy and Education, states the belief that 
"integ!ation, not segregation, is true democracy." 

Perhaps the administration will eventually come to 
believe this, too. 

Smoke Out debated 
Continued from Pace I 
meetmg said the statement in the Galveston Daily 
News was inaccurate ... 

COM student Russell Lytle questioned the 
appropriateness of discussing the smoking i~sue at this 
time~ .. Talking about clean air,'·' he said, .. We do live in 
Tex.as City!" ,, 

By ELEANOR DOWNS 
Staff Reporter 

Are y'ou one of those students who missed Cesar 
Chavez speak on Oct. 14'! If so, you can still hear his 
presentation. Just head over to the library media 
center. 

"If you missed a special event that has occurred on 
campus, you can be sure it is on video cassette, along 
with many movies, books. lectures and general infor
mation, ... said Jerry Anderson. director of the College 
of the Mainland Media Service Department. 

Sparky Koerner jazzes tbincs up. 
(Photo by Ron BertothyJ 

The Media Service Department, located in the 
library in the Learning Resources Center, is headed by 
three specialists: Walter Kessler, graphics; Jerome 
Drewry, technical equipment; and Phil Johnson, pho
to/ video. Secretary Mary Lou Eidelback helps keep 
this department functioning smoothly. 

COM now owns a 5,632-piece collection o~ films, 
video cassettes and slides. COM also rents media to 
keep the collection updated. "We found out that it's 
cheaper to rent than buy," Anderson said. These 
resources are available to faculty, students and 
members of the community. 

Kessler does most of the artwork for COM and 

desi~ns on the computer. He also uses an infrared 
process for silk screen designs on T-shirts fort he Phys
ical Education Department. So far, 31 silk screen 
designs have been made. Kessler also laminates pos
ters, according to .Anderson. 

The media staff puts together the library display, 
which is located in the foyer. Anderson said the display 
is changed every month, filmed, recorded and put into 
a scrapbook. 

Many departments use slides. filmstrips and videos. 
instance, if you want to improve your golf swing or 
watch an exercise program, visit the audio-visual 
media center, Anderson said. "They arc more than 
willing to help you in the selection and use of the 
equipment." · 

Drewry keeps all the media equipment in good 
working order, while secretary Eidelbach keeps inven
tory and schedules requests for the audio-visual pack
agesand equipment. The equipment is stored throughout 
the campus for easier and faster service to the classrooms. 

The teaching auditorium, Room L 131, is equipped 

to show rl1,0vies. videos, slide shows.and teleconferences. 
:,: , .. •. ,·.,., . ,·. ' 'L ·.,,. ·.;" ' 
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A ward winning instructor 

Dr. Hubisz envisions future 
By BEBE LISING 
Staff Reporter 

From astronomy to electricity and light, physics 
instructor Dr. John L. flubisz has a magnetism of his 
own. Since 197 J he has been fulfilling his "opportunity 
to teach"' and benefiting College of the Mainland stu
dents with two programs of physics, regular and 
"CRISP." 

CRISP is an acronym for Continuous Registration, 
Individualized, Self-paced and Programmed. About 
20 percent of his students use the CRISP method, 
perhaps because of day-care problems or shiftwork or 
other extenuating circumstances. 

Dr. Hubisz may yet defy physics by bending over 
backwards to help accomodate students and their 
situations. "This approach (CRISP) is not for eve
ryone, but if you don't mind a little extra work with a 
little more detail we can see to it that you will get a 
solid course to meet any school's requirement. No 
person can be considered educated without having 
studied physics. In other countries this education beg
ins in the sixth grade."' 

As organizer of the Physics Faire which encourages 
students, kindergarten through sixth grade. to create 
and enter projects for judging, Dr. Hubisz hopes to 
reinstate physics in the .. science" curriculum. 

Recently Dr. Hubisz was honored by the American 
Association of Physics Teachers for outstanding con
tributions to physics in higher education in Texas. He 
received the "Robert N. Little Award" at the associa
tio11's fall meeting. 

Dr. Hubisz and his wife Jola, who teaches Adult 
Basic Education at COM, have brought into their 

home several children since 1975. Most of the children 
are Vietnamese, and undoubtedly inspired by the 
Hubiszes. have gone on to graduate from college. 

Dr. Hubisz feels population problems are politically . 
motivated. '"Ethiopia used to grow enough food to 
export. The same type of political starvation happened 
to many of my relatives in the Ukraine. The more 
people we have, the more ideas we have to solve 
problenis ... 

Dr. Hubisz believes that in the future most people 
will live in space habitats. "It will be much more com
fortable and contain abum!ant resources." Even now, 
the economy could be encouraged by spin-off jobs 
related to the space program, a lunar base and also the 
super collider. "One $20 billion I0,000-megawatt
solar-power satellite could supply ihe Houston
Galveston-Dallas-San Antonio-New Orleans area 
with almost pollution-free energy and serve as a base 
for operating and living in space. Tliis cost will come 
down drastically as more satellites come on line," Dr. 
Hubisz foresees. 

"Satellites in orbit could beam down microwave 
energy to receiving stations on earth and either sell 
power through private enterprise or as a municipal 
endeavor. A receiving station could be out in the Gulf 
orin some wide open spaces of which we have many in 
Texas. The land or sea could still be used for other 
purposes," Dr. Hubisz explained. 

"You need energy to cause anything to happen. Any 
human advancement needs energy sources. Human 
energy conversion of food is only 20-25 "percent effi
cient. The rest is pollution. You have biological, physi
cal and chemical energy." 

Dr. John .Hubisz, COM physics instructor, displays 
plaque of"Roberl N. Little Award he received for his 
oulstandinc contributions to physics in hi&her educa
tion in Tnas. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

When asl-c:crl whether living in a space habitat would 
mean beingjoj?,2ed around every time a supply vehicle 
docked or took off. Dr. Hubisz rephed, "No. Noticea
ble vibration will only occur if the masses are of the 
same order of magnitude. Space ships will be less 
massive than space communities." 

He is also a member of the American Space Foun
dation. Some of the advancements space development 
can provide, according to Or. Hubisz, include satellite 
communication which brings the world closer together 
and increases international understanding. Also, satel
lites can monitor disarmament treaties and prevent 
surprise attacks and may end the threat of nuclear war. 

Proper preparation ensures good test results 
By BERTA 0. BRAGG 
Assistant Editor 

Tests are one of the main topics of conversation 
around school. One of the most anxiously asked ques
tions is "Are you ready for this test?" 

It's possible that we ask this question to reassure 
ourselves that we're not alone. The old adage "misery 
loves company" alleviates some of this pretest 
anxiety. 

Those of us who have botched a test when we knew 
· the material, also know that there is more to taking a 
test than meets the eye. 

According to experts, doing your best on a test 
depends on how you study, your pshychological prep
aration and finally what methods you use while taking 
the test. 

Studying has to be done the right way in order to do 
your very best on. tests. That includes keeping up with 

_ the assigned reading and the timely reviewing of your 
notes. 

Have you ever left your lecture notes till another day 
and found that your handwriting looked as if you had 
written them with your eyes shut? Going over your 
notes while the material is still fresh in your mind will 
help you make sense of the illegible jumble. 

Alas, test time draws near and you have neglected to 
do either of the two previously mentioned steps. Don l 
stan feeling guilty. Psychologists advise that guilt may 
cause you to lose sleep and this will only serve to ignite 
a panic cycle. 

Figure out what you need to study. And set up a 
study schedule, but take a break when you stop 
absorbing the material. 

Don't try to read all of your notes at one sitting or 
try to memorize all the fine details. Avoid overwhelm
ing your memory. 

As you study your notes, underline or highlight 
imponant points for quick reference when you review 
them just before the test. 

If you procrastinate studying until the last minute, 
don, even consider trying to read the entire book. 
Instead read the table of contents which is usually a 
good basic outline of the material. Then page through 
the cbapten reading all the headings and subheads. If 
you have the time go back and read the introductory 
paragraphs in the chapters. 

However, it's important that you avoid those last
minute, all-night--cram sessions. Study, yes, but also 
get a good-night's sleep. Recent research on sleep and 
study has shown that sleep helps to sea) in informa-

tion, helping you to retain more of the material 
studied. 

So, you've studied and slept but you 're still uptight 
before the test. Experts claim that low-level tension is 
normal under these circumstances. It may even serve 
to improve your performance by making you more 
alen. 

When test day arrives get to class a little early and 
allow yourself time to relax before reviewing your 
notes. Take a few deep, slow breaths, close your eyes 
and picture younelf in a very pleasant situation. 

If you reach a more difficult or complex problem. 
resist the impulse to skip it. Break it down into smaller 
problems or steps and solve them one by one. If after 
giving this a good try you're still stuck move on. Come 
back to it if you still have time at the end of the test. 
You may find that, with the test finished and the 
pressure off, you may remember the material more 
easily. 

Should you guess at a question if you don l know the 
answer? If there is no penalty you have more to gain 
than to lose. 

Maintaining a positive attitude in addition to fol
lowing the study and test taking suggestions, should 
net you a good grade on your test. 

COM art gallery showcases faculty artwork 
By RON BERTOTHY 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland is currently exhibiting 
works by faculty members and their guests through 
Dec. 18. 

"Second Biennial College of the Mainland Faculty 
Selects., features works by faculty members Odette 
Rubin, Betty Yancy, Mona Marshall, Stella Dobbins, 
James Templer and Judy Doh Blossman. In addition 
works by invited guests Beth Eidelberg, Trish Simo
nit(:', JUiie Bozzi, Lucas Johnson, Derek Boshier a'nd 

Deborah Ainslie Ellington are also on display. 

Marshall's and Templer's works are heavily influ
enced by the Texas Gulf Coast area. Templer's "Beach 
Fragments On Landscape#4"and Marshall's"McBarrens 
X V"immediately command attention because of their 
size and intensity. While both artists share an interest 
in the region, Marshall focuses on the unspoiled back 
areas while Templer's interest is the beach area in 
Galveston with the blue skies and glitzy buildings. 

Dobbin's watercolors "Foreign Resonances .. and 
,,"Elephant, Still Life" demand close. inspection. The 

intriguing patterns of the backdrop draw attention to 
the objects which tend to take on a three-dimensional 
quality. · 

The guest artists inject a great deal of excitement 
with creative works such as Simonite's "Moon Cycles/ 
Fragmentation Series-Ageing . ., This is a silver gelatin 
print with hand applied color for a very unique look. 

The diversity of the 12 artists represented is sure to 
provide something to please everyone's taste. The 
COM Art Gallery is loca,ted at the rear of the Fine Arts 
Building. Hours arc from 1-5 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday. 

• 

Editor fed up 
with rhetoric 

Michael 
Murphy 

Have you ever considered how certain words, 
phrases or images have been impressed upon us 
to the point that we don't even question them 
anymore? I'm talking mainly about television 
commercials, though ads in newspapers may 
also apply. 

How does this happen? Have we become jaded 
to what we see and hear? Do we just accept 
everything presented to us without qu~stion? 
Can we let this happen? 

Television commercials constantly throw out 
rhetoric in a grand show of style over substance. 
Have you ever wondered exactly what "state of 
the art" means? I have no idea, but I hear it over 
and over again. How long does the tag, state of 
the art, apply to something'! Is it still state of the 
art if I buy the item two months later, or has it 
become obsolete already (remember Beta 
recorders)? 

Another good , one is "clinically tested" or 
.. clinically proven." Has anyone ever seen the 
documentation for these clinical tests? This is 
like those "four out of five doctors surveyed 
said ... " commercials. Who are these doctors, 
anyway? How about getting some of these 
..doctors" to do these commercials. 

Or how about ''fiber rich" cereal? Aren't you 
about sick of these ridiculous commercials where 
some yuppie in his bathrobe is sitting in the 
garden of his farmhouse eating Grape Nuts while 
a rabbit or squirrel snuggles up to him for a bite? 
Now how often does this happen in the real 
world? By the way, were you aware that a 
company can legitimately put sawdust in its 
cereal and call it fiber rich? It's true! 

Do you ever feel that if you hear the word 
.. solidarity" one more time that you11 put your 
fist through the television set? This is apparently 
the first word Gene Upshaw learned in strike 
school. This, of course, goes hand in hand with 
"bargaining table" in the hip lingo ofthe unions 
these days. The unions need new labels for these 
words before we all go crazy. 

Incidentally, if there's anybody who truly 
understands how the stock market and/or the 
commodities market works, then write a letter to 
me and let me in on it. I've watched Trading 
Places about 32 times and have yet to figure out 
what the hell is going on. 1 guess it's kind of like 
hockey. I watched that for a while, too, and have 
yet to figure out the rules of the game. 

Well, time to go. Keep your eyes open and 
drop us a line when you see something that 
bothers you. After all, this is your paper. so Jet's 
show some solidarity here! Who knows, you 
might get to see it in print. 

.--- Now you know-......, 
Did you know that St. Nikolaus (Santa Claus) 

. visits children in West Germany on Dec. 6, 
leaves candy and fruit in the shoes of good boys 
and girls, but leaves switches in the shoes of bad 
boys and girls? 

• 
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Letters to the editor 

InterCOM praised, student opinion 
given, Halloween volunteers thanked 
Dear Editor, 

Hats off to the editorial and other staff of Inter
COM ! The scope of reportage, Bragg's positivism. and 
the design elements make it the best issue to date 
(that's the November issue). After all these years. we're 
lucky to have a student publication which reflects 
some of the spirit and diversity of our campus. Thanks 
again. 

Dear Editor, 

Tony Pfeiffer 
Continuing Education Coordinator 

Any school newspaper, be it high school or college, 
reflects the image of that school to the community at 
large. Your latest edition of lnter'COM, in particular 
your column on opinions, portrays COM as a bastion 
of stupidity and ignorance. 

Your opinion that general issues such as Iran and 
safe se"x are "fun"topics that require funny answers has 
me wondering if you're not a child posing as an adult. 

I don't know why you consider "nuking" Iran a 
geTleral issue; nor do I know why safe sex is something 
that amuses you- with cafeteria food, I can sympathize. 
I could understand your reactions if you were about JO 
or 11 years old; but being a high school graduate 
(presumably). I would expect you to deal with these 
very pertinent issues in a manner befitting someone 
with at least a vestige of intelligence. 

Instead of devoting your time and energy to 
researching opinions on "fun" topics, why don't you 
begin by asking for resolutions to the problems of Iran 
and AIDS? These are very real issues tlrat must be 
resolved by every single one of us. To make light of 
them is to portray your own lack of intelligence; and 
isn't that the reason why these problems are looming 
upon us in the first place? "f.hrough our own ignorance 
and misunderstanding we failed to see that Iran was a 
power to be reckoned with; and that AIDS was not 
just a "gay" disease. 

It is to be hoped that through the knowledge gained 
in college and through life's experiences, we all will 
become more responsible in our approach and handling 
of the problems that dim the existence of a bright 
future for all of us. It is too late to begin discussing in 

an intelligent manner, the topics that are rending apart 
our society today. The responses to such questions 
should be overwhelming. Has it not oft been quoted 
that to •·ask a stupid question, you get a stupid 
answer?" Ask an intelligent question and everyone has 
an opinion to share. Dianne Piri 

COM student 

The questions lhemselves do not dictate the responses. 
True, the "Should we nuke Iran?" question could be 
comideredflippant, but what about the others? They 
were straight forward ques1ions that elicited the 
"ignorant" answers you object to. - Editor 

Dear Editor, 
Many people took part in conducting the Hallo

ween event on campus this year. The amount of time 
committed to help with it ranged from a few hours 
running a booth to months of advance work prepar
ing for the haunted house. All of the help proved to 
make it quite a successful event. Close to 1,600 people 
enjoyed a safe but fun Halloween here at College of the 
Mainland. 

I would like to thank all the groups who helped. 
Thanks to Phi Theta Kappa who ran a food booth and 
helped with games. the COM Amigos, Texas Nursing 
Association and the Black Student Union for their 
food booths. Thanks to the Student Activities Board 
for the games booths, the COM Club primarily for 
creating and conducting the haunted house, and the 
theater staff for allowing us to use their props and 
smoke machines. Thanks to the COM press and Pub
lic Information for advertising, the Non-Print media 
and Maintenance for setting up the event, as well as the 
Police Academy and Welding Department for their 
assistance. Thanks to the art staff who let us use their 
skeleton, Security for keeping the event safe, the many 
local food establishments for providing food and cou
pons, as well as Bay Printer Stationers, Danforth 
Hospital and Wal-Mart for donating supplies and Jim 
Higgins, director of COM Public Information for 
photo work. 

Thanks everyone for your help. 
Maryann Urick 

Coordinator of Recreational Programs 

CLEPing: Students bypass classes 
By MICHAEL MURPHY 
Editor 

Due lo studen1 interest in the CLEP program, the 
fnlerCOM staff has decided to rerun this arricle from 
the April 1987 issue. -

There are five general areas of study covered by the 
CLEP tests. They are social sciences and history, natu
ral science, math, humanities and English. A student 
can earn college credit from more than 2,000 colleges 
and universi_ties, with certain predetermined scores, 
called cut scores, being designated to represent A's, B's 
and C's. These are recommended scores, with each 
school using them to establish their own cut scores, 
which may vary slightly from school to school. 

"'The CLEP tests are important because they save 
the student time and money, but also because they 
reward the student for his or her previous study expe
rience," explained Roy Walker, chief examiner and 
counselor at Mainland Counseling and Appraisal 
Center ... Many students benefit from the academic 
boost they receive, even ll\Ore so than from the time 
and financial considerations. It keeps them excited 
and interested in school." 

I. for one, would have to agree. If you are interested 
in finding O!,lt rt.ore abou.t the CLE~,t,ests. c~n.tact the 

Counseling and Appraisal Center at ext. 324. It's 
worth the effort. , 

So you're sitting in class, your mind wandering 
because you already know what the teacher is talking 
about. At some time in your life, you've already 
covered everything in this class. You scribble in your 
book, your eyelids droop, or you stare into space. 
Your classmates think you have the IQ of a handball. 
Sound familiar? That was me in my freshman English 
class here at College of the Mainland. Finally, my 
instructor, Mrs. Jo Ann Pevoto, came to my rescue. 
"Why don't you CLEP out of this course, Michael?" 
she asked. "You seem to know this material, so why 
waste your time?" 

I took the College Level Examination Program 
(CLEP) te:;ts and saved myself a semester of excru
ciating boredom and tedium. By passing the CLEP 
test, I was allowed to enter a sophomore level English 
literature class, which is · infinitely more challenging 
and interesting. , 

What exactly are the CLEP tests? 
The program was originally developed to aid the 

Gl's returning from World War II who had their edu
cations interrupted by the war. The tests allowed them 
to ease back into the academic mainstream, and gave 
them credit for thing, they learned in the military_ . 

• 

• 

• 
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Campus Features 

Spirit of Christmas past lasts 

Journalism student Eleanor Downs pituses while 
proofreading lnterCOM copy. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

By ELEANOR DOWNS 
Staff Reporter 

Christmas of '42 was greeted with mixed feelings. A 
scattering of uniforms changed the Christmas scene. 

Four soldiers, two sailors and one marine joined the 
young people of our church to go caroling. Our group 
of young adults was organized according to voice 
range and sang a prearranged list of carols. 

We heralded our approach by swinging a leather 
strap with bells attached. Caroling finished, we would 
end upat the church for hot chocolate and homemade 
hot doughnuts served by the Men's Club. 

Christmas of '42 was the first Christmas affected by 
World War II. Rationing of sugar and meat, among 
other things, didn't put a damper on our celebration. 
Sugar had been saved for special treats, and hard 
candy was available in limited amounts. 

As always at our house that Christmas, the tree was 
decorated after the children were in bed. An antique 
electric train and village were set up under the tree. 
Ornaments were simple. A few breakahle ornaments 

Voices needed for COM choir 
By STACY Gll,BERT 
Staff Reporter 

"'I like working with 18 to 20-ycar-olds. I like watch
ing young pcopk grow and rind themselves with 
music. I think people who sing arc healthier emotion
ally," Hope Shiver. director of the choir at the College 
of the Mainland. commcntcd. 

'"College of the Mainland choirs art: making a spe
cial rc4ucst," Shiver wrote in a memo to arts and 
hllmanitics faculty. '"Needed: Youthful, vivacious, 
sexy. singers of hoth sexes. But must definitclY. we 
need men. Scholarships arc available. We travd." 

"I have never met anyone who couldn't sing, "Shiver 
said. Students currently enrolled in choir have a var
iety of majnrs from nursing to husiness ... Choir is a 
gn;at social experience." 

COM has three choirs students can join: the COM 
Singers, the Studio Singers and the Mainland Cho
rale. COM Singers is a form,tl concert ensemhle that 
performs mainly traditional chorale music, while the 
Studio Singers is a popular music cnsemhle that per
forms a variety of music from top 40 to country and 

pop. The Mainland Chorale is a community choir 
made up of people "who love to sing." 

Each choir class is one (lab) credit and there arc no 
requirements except singing. Shiver said. 

All the choirs perform concerts in and around the 
Houston area. 

The COM Singers and the Studio Singers will per
form the Me.\·.<,"iah Dec. L in the Student Center at 
7:30 p.m. As part of the performance there will be a 
Sing-a-long, which Shiver hopes to make a tradition at 
COM. Admission will be $3. Studio Singers will usher. 

During the spring semester the choirs will perform 
for thousands of Vietnamese-Americans at the Albert 
Thomas Convention Center in celebration of Tet. the 
Vietnamese New Year observed in Fchruary. 

Approximately 20 choir students toured through 
four southern states during the 1987 summer semester. 
The students had several fundraisers to finance the 
tour, and netted about $4,000. Shiver doesn't plan 
another tour until the summer of 1989. She hopes the 
doir students will be able to raise enough to tour 
Europe or Mexico. 

Gander contest makes no mistake 
By LYNEI,LE WARD 
Staff Reporter 

Before lnlerCOM was reborn in October 1986, 
College, of the Mainland's student newspaper was 
called The Gander. As you may have noticed, we have 
no ganders on this campw, only ducks. But who wants 
to call a newspaper .. The Duck ... 

This paper only survived two semesters, but dur~ng 
that time it created quite a reputation for itself. Most 
students and the faculty can give elaborate stories and 
several opinions on the paper. 

Dr. Bill Spillar, chairman of the Arts and Hum"anities, 
noted one particular occasion when The Gander was 
released and apparently not edited. Numerous mistakes 
were found in the paper before it was distributed on 
campus, but since it had already been printed, nothing 
could be done to correct the typos. 

After much thought and consideration it was decided 
the only possible solution would be to fake it and say 
the mistakes were intentional. Dr. Spinar made an 
announcement on campus that the paper was spon
soring a contest. Whoever discovered the most mistakes 
would be the winner. 

To the amazement of Dr. Spillar and The Gander 
advisor. Kathy Thomas. very few people entered the 
1.umest. The paper happily, according to Ur. ~pmar, 
was able to save face. If you're wondering who won the 
contest, Dr. Spillar says he doesn't know, No one 
seems to remember the name. It's doomed to be 
another COM mystery. 

This story was forgoti'en until just recently, and this 
the first time the truth has been told to the student 
body. Who knows thousands of untold stories may be 
dug up in the future and added to the unending history 

' of COM. ' 

• 

from previous years were hung high on the tree out of 
reach of busy little hands, but strings of popcorn, 
cranberries and paper chains predominated. 

After church on Christmas Day of '42 most families 
in addition to people.who lived alone took in members 
of the armed forces to help share the holiday dinner. 

That year children's gifts were usually needed arti
cles of clothing. if they could be obtained. Money was 
plentiful in 1942. but store stock was short. My father 
made toys for the neighborhood children so that a toy 
could be included in the Christmas stocking along with 
an orange, nuts and some hard candy. 

Because we lived in Buffalo. N.Y., we spent the 
afternoon of Christmas Day playing in the snow or 
sledding, For kids lucky enough to have skates. there 
was outdoor ice skating. 

With Christmas over most of the servicemen returned 
to their units replaced by a new hatch home for New 
Year's Eve. 

New Years Day 1943 ushered in another year ~f war. 

Halloween trick 
no treat fot TC 

By BEBE USING 

Staff Rel!9!ler 
eroxtc~t~Wjs a Halloween "treatri:TexasCily 

res14e-nts will not soon for.get. ,A.voiding this 
"'itches~ brew was a real tri(1. a:~i h~d rofluoric 

~i-d :~~~ped into the city~s air'~h'.~~ 
jht,·.{i~t i-ngredl_(:nt ( or the l:t.~»1,)•"'#1, -~e ~ma U 

·eyli~~ mixed withso'me BrQ\¥,-t ~n~ B<>ofWOfk~r, 
in a ·.~arathon..size tank" (3():fe,:f ~:.l2Jeet_)fi11cd 
with ~.otro~ive h~drogen tluo.ride .. Jn the .. $tir,; 
rj~tt"'ft few thousand .poundtofbydroOuoric 
~cii;l-Vaporized into the atfl1()$~tlc«;,_PiUing house 
"Jl(i·car wln~O\Vi. seorching tr~ amlvegeta., 
tion,; and i~flaming_ the throats anci eyes of all 
ens,ul(ed by the toxic cloud, 

N;~t.~n~,e.t~~ .. )941.·.f!~ai 
there been an accident of ,ooh ' 
itt'~J,tt.>~t.:has:.· .. ~.· .. popu~ii()p 
,exposed to hydrogtn fluoride. 
ttrnl~ffect wilt be is un:kn;own:· 

, [)isa•ter hat 
de.Never 

•awte!J, 
at the long-' 

MaraihQn should be mpoosiblc forfundinga 
long--tetm health study by the Univ•nity of 
T(.x~::~c:~ical Branch i.n GaJve!iion:in addition 

, to tbe'.Sludy by the Center for Di:,ease Control 

n0W'/~flderw3·) .. '1ne \11.ctitns ?f t~ a~.· spiH 
~:!>"t'fareruuy m()riit(>~:ifl ,r4e:tlotrae1c 

'and similar $Yin 
oxi~gas 1 .. k.at ttie 1 

uued _in tht· eVlltwi i··· 
mately Z.000 people, 800 of whom were 
bospitali,ecL 

Citirens like"m)'>clf h•ve become lo conditi
Qff~~J, tbeair we breathe. that ~ntilll-Jl'.~cidertt 
ofJ~~ .. ·~.roponign o«tl"·· ~:dfJ\'··'~ thirdt 
ab&uq,oiontlal hal!llrd< we liv<: wlt~'•"'"i day, 

Attention unemployed Vets 
The U.S. Government has $20.000,000 for Korean 

and Vietnam unemployed war veterans. 
Veterans must register no later than Dec. 31. 1987. 

For more information call (713) 664-4664: 
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The perils and pleasures of tomcatting about 
The Unkhown Reporter 
Staff Reporter 

Wednesday. Nov. 19. 1987. 
Greetings. you are entering the world of the known. 

If you are a person who craves adventure then con
tinue reading if you are not, keep reading anyway. 

My name is Unknown Reporter and along with my 
partner in controlled chaos, one B.B. Blues. another 
I nterCO M reporter, we will lead you into an account of 
one day of our uncharted lives. We are investigative 
reporters investigating matters fully not to be denied. 

The day starts with a bank withdrawal. and from 
here I gn pick up Blues. but not before picking 

up hourhon. 
We consume the spirits on the way to a local univer

sity. Here, after I fill out a two-day itinerary for the 
spring, Blues and I \.vander about searching for no 
particular woman. No luck. 

We decide to migr~tc to a downtown eatery which 
h.is great food and nice women. We eat and exchange 
pleasantries as well as numhers with two nice females. 

So far so good. 
Blues and l figure its time,to hit a watering hole. 

Bear in mind, we are downtown in the fourth most 
populated city in America. therefore seedy surround
ings are the rule. Oh well, no pain no gain. 

Leaving fear behind we head to a downtown dive 
beckoned by a woman of dubious origin. It is here wc 
find a fountain of knowledge, a virtual sage named 
Mike. The man elaborates on matters of world consc· 
quence. He is a Socrates of the '80s and thus with great 
pain hut only two brews Blues and I break away. 

l:Jut why was Mike wearing houscshoes and a hospi
tal band on fiis wrist? Hmmm'! 

We stumble into another fine hole-in-the-wall and 
promptly slam four Spud's specials. The entertain· 
ment here is a street person offering us gold invest
ments (in variou~ chains and necklaces) as well as crop 
interests of what must be Colombian origin (you know 
Justice Ginsberg tobacco). Let's leave downtown. 

We hit the southwest side like a "tsnunami"(tidal· 
wave) not stopping until we hit a sushi bar. Herc \\'e 

Take tests for what they are 
By BERTA O. BRAGG 
Assistant Editor 

l'ype A people commonly experience test anxiety. 
Some use their anxiety for motivation and concentration 
for the task-at-hand. But many people become so 
anxious about taking tests that they cannot even sit 
down to study. They may experience clamy palms, 
heart palpitations or even dizziness during the test. 

Dr. James Papsdorf, a psychologist, conduc_ts 
programs at the University of Michigan to help 
students mentally prepare for tests. He developed a 
technique students can use to combat the negative 
thinking that may cause anxiety which interferes with 
effective test-taking. 

As he explains it, it has to do with the right and left 
hemospheres of the brain. The right hemosphere of the 
brain handles emotions and the left hemosphere 
processes information. 

When we become anxious while studying or during 
a test, the right brain takes over and it then blocks 
access to the information on the left. This process 
disrupts and disorganizes one's performance. 

Test anxiety is generally experienced as an inability 
to think clearly, in spite of adequate preparation, and 
should be acknowledged as separate from the more 
realistic ability appraisal of the person being tested, 
according to Rose Oliver, Ph.D at the Institute for 
Advanced Study in Rational Psychotherapy and adjunct 
professor at Queensborough Community College in 
New York. 

She explains, "Some irrational beliefs that maintain 
test-anxiety are the fear of failure, ,elf downing, 
perfectionism, need for approval, blocking or low 
frustration tolerance ... " and what she refers to as 
"double-trouble" which is anxiety about getting 
test-anxiety. 

Whenever you feel these negative attitudes creeping 
up on you, stop! Ask yourself, for example, '"What if J 
don't make an A on this test, will someone take me 
captive and pull out my toenails, or put me away for 
life?" Force yourself to sec the realistic purpose of this 
test and maintain that calm attitude while studying 
and during the test. 

decide not to drink beer, so we drink Coors. A 
Hawaiian realtor asks us our housing opinion of the 
area. After careful thought we lie. Due to our island 
buddy's pcrsistance we vow to meet him at a local 
gentlemen's club. Do we go? Not hardly. 

On to West U and the Village area. As the sun sets 
we meander about the many street cafes exchanging 
nirtateous glances with several of Yuppyville's cutics. 

As dark approaches we ramble into a popular sports 
bar and drain a pitcher. but not before a minor ·con
frontation with a registered bafoon. 

The ride home is perpetual gridlock in the bumper 
to bumper traffic. Details of the evening are sketchy at 
this point if not downright incriminating. Needless to 
say the opposite gender and unscrupulous acts were 
involved. 

These are the expressed written views of two of 
lnterCOMS daring vet somewhat normal reporters. 
and any reenactment of said events may cause exten
sive bodily harm and make them susceptible to regret, 

Are you ready for Thursday? 

Tennis champs 
COM students Tim Lucas, (left) and Joey 
Basher took first place in tennis doubles at the 
Gulf Coast Intercollegiate conference Sports 
Day held at AMn College No\'. IS. Ei&htschools 
participated. (Photo by Maryann Urick 1, 

When women allow love to lead to obsession 
By BERTA 0. BRAGG 
Assistant Editor 

04When most of our conversations with intimate friends 
are about him, his problems, his thoughts, his feelings. 
When nearly all our sentences begin with 'he,' we are 
loving too much. 

04 When we excuse his moodiness, bad temper, 
indifference or put-downs as problems of his unhappy 
childhood. And we try to become his therapist, we are 
loving too much." 

Jean M. Roy, a family therapist with Family Service 
Center of Galveston County, was the speaker at the 
Women's Brown Bag meeting Oct. 15. She discussed 
the best-selling book Women Who Love Too Much 
written by Robin Norwood. 

"When we read a self-help book and underline 
passages that we think would help him, we are loving 
too much," Roy continues to read from the book. 

"When we don "t like many of his basic characteristics, 
values, or behaviors, but put up with them thinking 
that if we're only more attractive and loving enough 
he11 want to change for us, we are loving too much. 

"When our relationship jeopardizes our emotional 
well•being and perhaps even our physical health and 
safety, we are definitely loving too much." 

Roy adds, .. ,f you recognize youl'Self in any of the 
previous phrases from the book, don't panic, because 

it is a common experience for many, many, women. 
Only when this kind of relationship becomes obsessive 
it becomes a problem. 

"It is when changing him becomes our main focus in 
life that we lose ourself for the relationship. 

"Like the alcoholic, recognition is the hardest part 
off reeing yourself of the addiction or obsession, .. Roy 
points out. 

"Obsession is rooted in the fear ... , in this case, of 
being alone, unloved, or ignored. This turns into a 
destructive cycle of not. getting, but working even 
harder to get it. Working at giving in order to get it 
back, and you realize you can't, it usually results 
in anger and resentment," Roy observes. 

Roy continues there are relationships when both 
people are dependent, in which case both feed into this 
cycle. As ,in alcoholism each is enabling the other to 
continue 'this unhealthy and unhappy cycle. 

In this obsession Roy emphasizes, '"Sooner or later 
you won't be able to function because so much of your 
life is based on focusing only on him, him, him. By 
then you've lost yourself - you don't know who you 
are, or what you'd like to do. 

"Recovery from this syndronme involves changing 
from a woman who loves too much. to a woman who 
loves he~lf. This process begins with the recognition 

of some of the patterns in order to d~ somed'1.ing abo11t 
them," the therapist says. · 

Roy explains that this syndrome usually begins 
with the dysfunctional famiiy, in which there is no 
discussion of root problems. 04Secretiveness abounds," 
she says, "'and everyone has a role in the family and 
keeps it. 

'"Denying your real feelings and thus losing your 
sense of self, you learn vagueness and confusion about 
your own feelings. 

"If as a child you were not nurtured you tend to 
subconsciously look for someone who is unavailable 
and try to make this person love you and you don't 
even notice the others," Roy relates. 

In many cases women who are in a bad relationship, 
don l realize it because they may have a very passionate 
one, and as the book points out, Roy adds, '"comfortable 
lasts, yearning and fantasy don't. 

.. A healthy relationship takes two healthy individuals 
who nurture and love each other equally, and respect 
the other's differences," the therapist says. 

Roy hopes to generate a support group for women· 
with this type of problem to meet at COM. If you think 
you may be interested or would like more information 
call, Roy or leave your name and number at either of 
these numbers: (409) 9384814 in Texas City, (409) 
7 62-8636 in Galveston or (713) S34-7892 in Dickinson. 
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Spirit of Christmas past lasts 

Journalism student Eleanor Downs pituses while 
proofreading lnterCOM copy. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

By ELEANOR DOWNS 
Staff Reporter 

Christmas of '42 was greeted with mixed feelings. A 
scattering of uniforms changed the Christmas scene. 

Four soldiers, two sailors and one marine joined the 
young people of our church to go caroling. Our group 
of young adults was organized according to voice 
range and sang a prearranged list of carols. 

We heralded our approach by swinging a leather 
strap with bells attached. Caroling finished, we would 
end upat the church for hot chocolate and homemade 
hot doughnuts served by the Men's Club. 

Christmas of '42 was the first Christmas affected by 
World War II. Rationing of sugar and meat, among 
other things, didn't put a damper on our celebration. 
Sugar had been saved for special treats, and hard 
candy was available in limited amounts. 

As always at our house that Christmas, the tree was 
decorated after the children were in bed. An antique 
electric train and village were set up under the tree. 
Ornaments were simple. A few breakahle ornaments 

Voices needed for COM choir 
By STACY Gll,BERT 
Staff Reporter 

"'I like working with 18 to 20-ycar-olds. I like watch
ing young pcopk grow and rind themselves with 
music. I think people who sing arc healthier emotion
ally," Hope Shiver. director of the choir at the College 
of the Mainland. commcntcd. 

'"College of the Mainland choirs art: making a spe
cial rc4ucst," Shiver wrote in a memo to arts and 
hllmanitics faculty. '"Needed: Youthful, vivacious, 
sexy. singers of hoth sexes. But must definitclY. we 
need men. Scholarships arc available. We travd." 

"I have never met anyone who couldn't sing, "Shiver 
said. Students currently enrolled in choir have a var
iety of majnrs from nursing to husiness ... Choir is a 
gn;at social experience." 

COM has three choirs students can join: the COM 
Singers, the Studio Singers and the Mainland Cho
rale. COM Singers is a form,tl concert ensemhle that 
performs mainly traditional chorale music, while the 
Studio Singers is a popular music cnsemhle that per
forms a variety of music from top 40 to country and 

pop. The Mainland Chorale is a community choir 
made up of people "who love to sing." 

Each choir class is one (lab) credit and there arc no 
requirements except singing. Shiver said. 

All the choirs perform concerts in and around the 
Houston area. 

The COM Singers and the Studio Singers will per
form the Me.\·.<,"iah Dec. L in the Student Center at 
7:30 p.m. As part of the performance there will be a 
Sing-a-long, which Shiver hopes to make a tradition at 
COM. Admission will be $3. Studio Singers will usher. 

During the spring semester the choirs will perform 
for thousands of Vietnamese-Americans at the Albert 
Thomas Convention Center in celebration of Tet. the 
Vietnamese New Year observed in Fchruary. 

Approximately 20 choir students toured through 
four southern states during the 1987 summer semester. 
The students had several fundraisers to finance the 
tour, and netted about $4,000. Shiver doesn't plan 
another tour until the summer of 1989. She hopes the 
doir students will be able to raise enough to tour 
Europe or Mexico. 

Gander contest makes no mistake 
By LYNEI,LE WARD 
Staff Reporter 

Before lnlerCOM was reborn in October 1986, 
College, of the Mainland's student newspaper was 
called The Gander. As you may have noticed, we have 
no ganders on this campw, only ducks. But who wants 
to call a newspaper .. The Duck ... 

This paper only survived two semesters, but dur~ng 
that time it created quite a reputation for itself. Most 
students and the faculty can give elaborate stories and 
several opinions on the paper. 

Dr. Bill Spillar, chairman of the Arts and Hum"anities, 
noted one particular occasion when The Gander was 
released and apparently not edited. Numerous mistakes 
were found in the paper before it was distributed on 
campus, but since it had already been printed, nothing 
could be done to correct the typos. 

After much thought and consideration it was decided 
the only possible solution would be to fake it and say 
the mistakes were intentional. Dr. Spinar made an 
announcement on campus that the paper was spon
soring a contest. Whoever discovered the most mistakes 
would be the winner. 

To the amazement of Dr. Spillar and The Gander 
advisor. Kathy Thomas. very few people entered the 
1.umest. The paper happily, according to Ur. ~pmar, 
was able to save face. If you're wondering who won the 
contest, Dr. Spillar says he doesn't know, No one 
seems to remember the name. It's doomed to be 
another COM mystery. 

This story was forgoti'en until just recently, and this 
the first time the truth has been told to the student 
body. Who knows thousands of untold stories may be 
dug up in the future and added to the unending history 

' of COM. ' 

• 

from previous years were hung high on the tree out of 
reach of busy little hands, but strings of popcorn, 
cranberries and paper chains predominated. 

After church on Christmas Day of '42 most families 
in addition to people.who lived alone took in members 
of the armed forces to help share the holiday dinner. 

That year children's gifts were usually needed arti
cles of clothing. if they could be obtained. Money was 
plentiful in 1942. but store stock was short. My father 
made toys for the neighborhood children so that a toy 
could be included in the Christmas stocking along with 
an orange, nuts and some hard candy. 

Because we lived in Buffalo. N.Y., we spent the 
afternoon of Christmas Day playing in the snow or 
sledding, For kids lucky enough to have skates. there 
was outdoor ice skating. 

With Christmas over most of the servicemen returned 
to their units replaced by a new hatch home for New 
Year's Eve. 

New Years Day 1943 ushered in another year ~f war. 
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Attention unemployed Vets 
The U.S. Government has $20.000,000 for Korean 

and Vietnam unemployed war veterans. 
Veterans must register no later than Dec. 31. 1987. 

For more information call (713) 664-4664: 
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The perils and pleasures of tomcatting about 
The Unkhown Reporter 
Staff Reporter 

Wednesday. Nov. 19. 1987. 
Greetings. you are entering the world of the known. 

If you are a person who craves adventure then con
tinue reading if you are not, keep reading anyway. 

My name is Unknown Reporter and along with my 
partner in controlled chaos, one B.B. Blues. another 
I nterCO M reporter, we will lead you into an account of 
one day of our uncharted lives. We are investigative 
reporters investigating matters fully not to be denied. 

The day starts with a bank withdrawal. and from 
here I gn pick up Blues. but not before picking 

up hourhon. 
We consume the spirits on the way to a local univer

sity. Here, after I fill out a two-day itinerary for the 
spring, Blues and I \.vander about searching for no 
particular woman. No luck. 

We decide to migr~tc to a downtown eatery which 
h.is great food and nice women. We eat and exchange 
pleasantries as well as numhers with two nice females. 

So far so good. 
Blues and l figure its time,to hit a watering hole. 

Bear in mind, we are downtown in the fourth most 
populated city in America. therefore seedy surround
ings are the rule. Oh well, no pain no gain. 

Leaving fear behind we head to a downtown dive 
beckoned by a woman of dubious origin. It is here wc 
find a fountain of knowledge, a virtual sage named 
Mike. The man elaborates on matters of world consc· 
quence. He is a Socrates of the '80s and thus with great 
pain hut only two brews Blues and I break away. 

l:Jut why was Mike wearing houscshoes and a hospi
tal band on fiis wrist? Hmmm'! 

We stumble into another fine hole-in-the-wall and 
promptly slam four Spud's specials. The entertain· 
ment here is a street person offering us gold invest
ments (in variou~ chains and necklaces) as well as crop 
interests of what must be Colombian origin (you know 
Justice Ginsberg tobacco). Let's leave downtown. 

We hit the southwest side like a "tsnunami"(tidal· 
wave) not stopping until we hit a sushi bar. Herc \\'e 

Take tests for what they are 
By BERTA O. BRAGG 
Assistant Editor 

l'ype A people commonly experience test anxiety. 
Some use their anxiety for motivation and concentration 
for the task-at-hand. But many people become so 
anxious about taking tests that they cannot even sit 
down to study. They may experience clamy palms, 
heart palpitations or even dizziness during the test. 

Dr. James Papsdorf, a psychologist, conduc_ts 
programs at the University of Michigan to help 
students mentally prepare for tests. He developed a 
technique students can use to combat the negative 
thinking that may cause anxiety which interferes with 
effective test-taking. 

As he explains it, it has to do with the right and left 
hemospheres of the brain. The right hemosphere of the 
brain handles emotions and the left hemosphere 
processes information. 

When we become anxious while studying or during 
a test, the right brain takes over and it then blocks 
access to the information on the left. This process 
disrupts and disorganizes one's performance. 

Test anxiety is generally experienced as an inability 
to think clearly, in spite of adequate preparation, and 
should be acknowledged as separate from the more 
realistic ability appraisal of the person being tested, 
according to Rose Oliver, Ph.D at the Institute for 
Advanced Study in Rational Psychotherapy and adjunct 
professor at Queensborough Community College in 
New York. 

She explains, "Some irrational beliefs that maintain 
test-anxiety are the fear of failure, ,elf downing, 
perfectionism, need for approval, blocking or low 
frustration tolerance ... " and what she refers to as 
"double-trouble" which is anxiety about getting 
test-anxiety. 

Whenever you feel these negative attitudes creeping 
up on you, stop! Ask yourself, for example, '"What if J 
don't make an A on this test, will someone take me 
captive and pull out my toenails, or put me away for 
life?" Force yourself to sec the realistic purpose of this 
test and maintain that calm attitude while studying 
and during the test. 

decide not to drink beer, so we drink Coors. A 
Hawaiian realtor asks us our housing opinion of the 
area. After careful thought we lie. Due to our island 
buddy's pcrsistance we vow to meet him at a local 
gentlemen's club. Do we go? Not hardly. 

On to West U and the Village area. As the sun sets 
we meander about the many street cafes exchanging 
nirtateous glances with several of Yuppyville's cutics. 

As dark approaches we ramble into a popular sports 
bar and drain a pitcher. but not before a minor ·con
frontation with a registered bafoon. 

The ride home is perpetual gridlock in the bumper 
to bumper traffic. Details of the evening are sketchy at 
this point if not downright incriminating. Needless to 
say the opposite gender and unscrupulous acts were 
involved. 

These are the expressed written views of two of 
lnterCOMS daring vet somewhat normal reporters. 
and any reenactment of said events may cause exten
sive bodily harm and make them susceptible to regret, 

Are you ready for Thursday? 

Tennis champs 
COM students Tim Lucas, (left) and Joey 
Basher took first place in tennis doubles at the 
Gulf Coast Intercollegiate conference Sports 
Day held at AMn College No\'. IS. Ei&htschools 
participated. (Photo by Maryann Urick 1, 

When women allow love to lead to obsession 
By BERTA 0. BRAGG 
Assistant Editor 

04When most of our conversations with intimate friends 
are about him, his problems, his thoughts, his feelings. 
When nearly all our sentences begin with 'he,' we are 
loving too much. 

04 When we excuse his moodiness, bad temper, 
indifference or put-downs as problems of his unhappy 
childhood. And we try to become his therapist, we are 
loving too much." 

Jean M. Roy, a family therapist with Family Service 
Center of Galveston County, was the speaker at the 
Women's Brown Bag meeting Oct. 15. She discussed 
the best-selling book Women Who Love Too Much 
written by Robin Norwood. 

"When we read a self-help book and underline 
passages that we think would help him, we are loving 
too much," Roy continues to read from the book. 

"When we don "t like many of his basic characteristics, 
values, or behaviors, but put up with them thinking 
that if we're only more attractive and loving enough 
he11 want to change for us, we are loving too much. 

"When our relationship jeopardizes our emotional 
well•being and perhaps even our physical health and 
safety, we are definitely loving too much." 

Roy adds, .. ,f you recognize youl'Self in any of the 
previous phrases from the book, don't panic, because 

it is a common experience for many, many, women. 
Only when this kind of relationship becomes obsessive 
it becomes a problem. 

"It is when changing him becomes our main focus in 
life that we lose ourself for the relationship. 

"Like the alcoholic, recognition is the hardest part 
off reeing yourself of the addiction or obsession, .. Roy 
points out. 

"Obsession is rooted in the fear ... , in this case, of 
being alone, unloved, or ignored. This turns into a 
destructive cycle of not. getting, but working even 
harder to get it. Working at giving in order to get it 
back, and you realize you can't, it usually results 
in anger and resentment," Roy observes. 

Roy continues there are relationships when both 
people are dependent, in which case both feed into this 
cycle. As ,in alcoholism each is enabling the other to 
continue 'this unhealthy and unhappy cycle. 

In this obsession Roy emphasizes, '"Sooner or later 
you won't be able to function because so much of your 
life is based on focusing only on him, him, him. By 
then you've lost yourself - you don't know who you 
are, or what you'd like to do. 

"Recovery from this syndronme involves changing 
from a woman who loves too much. to a woman who 
loves he~lf. This process begins with the recognition 

of some of the patterns in order to d~ somed'1.ing abo11t 
them," the therapist says. · 

Roy explains that this syndrome usually begins 
with the dysfunctional famiiy, in which there is no 
discussion of root problems. 04Secretiveness abounds," 
she says, "'and everyone has a role in the family and 
keeps it. 

'"Denying your real feelings and thus losing your 
sense of self, you learn vagueness and confusion about 
your own feelings. 

"If as a child you were not nurtured you tend to 
subconsciously look for someone who is unavailable 
and try to make this person love you and you don't 
even notice the others," Roy relates. 

In many cases women who are in a bad relationship, 
don l realize it because they may have a very passionate 
one, and as the book points out, Roy adds, '"comfortable 
lasts, yearning and fantasy don't. 

.. A healthy relationship takes two healthy individuals 
who nurture and love each other equally, and respect 
the other's differences," the therapist says. 

Roy hopes to generate a support group for women· 
with this type of problem to meet at COM. If you think 
you may be interested or would like more information 
call, Roy or leave your name and number at either of 
these numbers: (409) 9384814 in Texas City, (409) 
7 62-8636 in Galveston or (713) S34-7892 in Dickinson. 
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A ward winning instructor 

Dr. Hubisz envisions future 
By BEBE LISING 
Staff Reporter 

From astronomy to electricity and light, physics 
instructor Dr. John L. flubisz has a magnetism of his 
own. Since 197 J he has been fulfilling his "opportunity 
to teach"' and benefiting College of the Mainland stu
dents with two programs of physics, regular and 
"CRISP." 

CRISP is an acronym for Continuous Registration, 
Individualized, Self-paced and Programmed. About 
20 percent of his students use the CRISP method, 
perhaps because of day-care problems or shiftwork or 
other extenuating circumstances. 

Dr. Hubisz may yet defy physics by bending over 
backwards to help accomodate students and their 
situations. "This approach (CRISP) is not for eve
ryone, but if you don't mind a little extra work with a 
little more detail we can see to it that you will get a 
solid course to meet any school's requirement. No 
person can be considered educated without having 
studied physics. In other countries this education beg
ins in the sixth grade."' 

As organizer of the Physics Faire which encourages 
students, kindergarten through sixth grade. to create 
and enter projects for judging, Dr. Hubisz hopes to 
reinstate physics in the .. science" curriculum. 

Recently Dr. Hubisz was honored by the American 
Association of Physics Teachers for outstanding con
tributions to physics in higher education in Texas. He 
received the "Robert N. Little Award" at the associa
tio11's fall meeting. 

Dr. Hubisz and his wife Jola, who teaches Adult 
Basic Education at COM, have brought into their 

home several children since 1975. Most of the children 
are Vietnamese, and undoubtedly inspired by the 
Hubiszes. have gone on to graduate from college. 

Dr. Hubisz feels population problems are politically . 
motivated. '"Ethiopia used to grow enough food to 
export. The same type of political starvation happened 
to many of my relatives in the Ukraine. The more 
people we have, the more ideas we have to solve 
problenis ... 

Dr. Hubisz believes that in the future most people 
will live in space habitats. "It will be much more com
fortable and contain abum!ant resources." Even now, 
the economy could be encouraged by spin-off jobs 
related to the space program, a lunar base and also the 
super collider. "One $20 billion I0,000-megawatt
solar-power satellite could supply ihe Houston
Galveston-Dallas-San Antonio-New Orleans area 
with almost pollution-free energy and serve as a base 
for operating and living in space. Tliis cost will come 
down drastically as more satellites come on line," Dr. 
Hubisz foresees. 

"Satellites in orbit could beam down microwave 
energy to receiving stations on earth and either sell 
power through private enterprise or as a municipal 
endeavor. A receiving station could be out in the Gulf 
orin some wide open spaces of which we have many in 
Texas. The land or sea could still be used for other 
purposes," Dr. Hubisz explained. 

"You need energy to cause anything to happen. Any 
human advancement needs energy sources. Human 
energy conversion of food is only 20-25 "percent effi
cient. The rest is pollution. You have biological, physi
cal and chemical energy." 

Dr. John .Hubisz, COM physics instructor, displays 
plaque of"Roberl N. Little Award he received for his 
oulstandinc contributions to physics in hi&her educa
tion in Tnas. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

When asl-c:crl whether living in a space habitat would 
mean beingjoj?,2ed around every time a supply vehicle 
docked or took off. Dr. Hubisz rephed, "No. Noticea
ble vibration will only occur if the masses are of the 
same order of magnitude. Space ships will be less 
massive than space communities." 

He is also a member of the American Space Foun
dation. Some of the advancements space development 
can provide, according to Or. Hubisz, include satellite 
communication which brings the world closer together 
and increases international understanding. Also, satel
lites can monitor disarmament treaties and prevent 
surprise attacks and may end the threat of nuclear war. 

Proper preparation ensures good test results 
By BERTA 0. BRAGG 
Assistant Editor 

Tests are one of the main topics of conversation 
around school. One of the most anxiously asked ques
tions is "Are you ready for this test?" 

It's possible that we ask this question to reassure 
ourselves that we're not alone. The old adage "misery 
loves company" alleviates some of this pretest 
anxiety. 

Those of us who have botched a test when we knew 
· the material, also know that there is more to taking a 
test than meets the eye. 

According to experts, doing your best on a test 
depends on how you study, your pshychological prep
aration and finally what methods you use while taking 
the test. 

Studying has to be done the right way in order to do 
your very best on. tests. That includes keeping up with 

_ the assigned reading and the timely reviewing of your 
notes. 

Have you ever left your lecture notes till another day 
and found that your handwriting looked as if you had 
written them with your eyes shut? Going over your 
notes while the material is still fresh in your mind will 
help you make sense of the illegible jumble. 

Alas, test time draws near and you have neglected to 
do either of the two previously mentioned steps. Don l 
stan feeling guilty. Psychologists advise that guilt may 
cause you to lose sleep and this will only serve to ignite 
a panic cycle. 

Figure out what you need to study. And set up a 
study schedule, but take a break when you stop 
absorbing the material. 

Don't try to read all of your notes at one sitting or 
try to memorize all the fine details. Avoid overwhelm
ing your memory. 

As you study your notes, underline or highlight 
imponant points for quick reference when you review 
them just before the test. 

If you procrastinate studying until the last minute, 
don, even consider trying to read the entire book. 
Instead read the table of contents which is usually a 
good basic outline of the material. Then page through 
the cbapten reading all the headings and subheads. If 
you have the time go back and read the introductory 
paragraphs in the chapters. 

However, it's important that you avoid those last
minute, all-night--cram sessions. Study, yes, but also 
get a good-night's sleep. Recent research on sleep and 
study has shown that sleep helps to sea) in informa-

tion, helping you to retain more of the material 
studied. 

So, you've studied and slept but you 're still uptight 
before the test. Experts claim that low-level tension is 
normal under these circumstances. It may even serve 
to improve your performance by making you more 
alen. 

When test day arrives get to class a little early and 
allow yourself time to relax before reviewing your 
notes. Take a few deep, slow breaths, close your eyes 
and picture younelf in a very pleasant situation. 

If you reach a more difficult or complex problem. 
resist the impulse to skip it. Break it down into smaller 
problems or steps and solve them one by one. If after 
giving this a good try you're still stuck move on. Come 
back to it if you still have time at the end of the test. 
You may find that, with the test finished and the 
pressure off, you may remember the material more 
easily. 

Should you guess at a question if you don l know the 
answer? If there is no penalty you have more to gain 
than to lose. 

Maintaining a positive attitude in addition to fol
lowing the study and test taking suggestions, should 
net you a good grade on your test. 

COM art gallery showcases faculty artwork 
By RON BERTOTHY 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland is currently exhibiting 
works by faculty members and their guests through 
Dec. 18. 

"Second Biennial College of the Mainland Faculty 
Selects., features works by faculty members Odette 
Rubin, Betty Yancy, Mona Marshall, Stella Dobbins, 
James Templer and Judy Doh Blossman. In addition 
works by invited guests Beth Eidelberg, Trish Simo
nit(:', JUiie Bozzi, Lucas Johnson, Derek Boshier a'nd 

Deborah Ainslie Ellington are also on display. 

Marshall's and Templer's works are heavily influ
enced by the Texas Gulf Coast area. Templer's "Beach 
Fragments On Landscape#4"and Marshall's"McBarrens 
X V"immediately command attention because of their 
size and intensity. While both artists share an interest 
in the region, Marshall focuses on the unspoiled back 
areas while Templer's interest is the beach area in 
Galveston with the blue skies and glitzy buildings. 

Dobbin's watercolors "Foreign Resonances .. and 
,,"Elephant, Still Life" demand close. inspection. The 

intriguing patterns of the backdrop draw attention to 
the objects which tend to take on a three-dimensional 
quality. · 

The guest artists inject a great deal of excitement 
with creative works such as Simonite's "Moon Cycles/ 
Fragmentation Series-Ageing . ., This is a silver gelatin 
print with hand applied color for a very unique look. 

The diversity of the 12 artists represented is sure to 
provide something to please everyone's taste. The 
COM Art Gallery is loca,ted at the rear of the Fine Arts 
Building. Hours arc from 1-5 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday. 

• 

Editor fed up 
with rhetoric 

Michael 
Murphy 

Have you ever considered how certain words, 
phrases or images have been impressed upon us 
to the point that we don't even question them 
anymore? I'm talking mainly about television 
commercials, though ads in newspapers may 
also apply. 

How does this happen? Have we become jaded 
to what we see and hear? Do we just accept 
everything presented to us without qu~stion? 
Can we let this happen? 

Television commercials constantly throw out 
rhetoric in a grand show of style over substance. 
Have you ever wondered exactly what "state of 
the art" means? I have no idea, but I hear it over 
and over again. How long does the tag, state of 
the art, apply to something'! Is it still state of the 
art if I buy the item two months later, or has it 
become obsolete already (remember Beta 
recorders)? 

Another good , one is "clinically tested" or 
.. clinically proven." Has anyone ever seen the 
documentation for these clinical tests? This is 
like those "four out of five doctors surveyed 
said ... " commercials. Who are these doctors, 
anyway? How about getting some of these 
..doctors" to do these commercials. 

Or how about ''fiber rich" cereal? Aren't you 
about sick of these ridiculous commercials where 
some yuppie in his bathrobe is sitting in the 
garden of his farmhouse eating Grape Nuts while 
a rabbit or squirrel snuggles up to him for a bite? 
Now how often does this happen in the real 
world? By the way, were you aware that a 
company can legitimately put sawdust in its 
cereal and call it fiber rich? It's true! 

Do you ever feel that if you hear the word 
.. solidarity" one more time that you11 put your 
fist through the television set? This is apparently 
the first word Gene Upshaw learned in strike 
school. This, of course, goes hand in hand with 
"bargaining table" in the hip lingo ofthe unions 
these days. The unions need new labels for these 
words before we all go crazy. 

Incidentally, if there's anybody who truly 
understands how the stock market and/or the 
commodities market works, then write a letter to 
me and let me in on it. I've watched Trading 
Places about 32 times and have yet to figure out 
what the hell is going on. 1 guess it's kind of like 
hockey. I watched that for a while, too, and have 
yet to figure out the rules of the game. 

Well, time to go. Keep your eyes open and 
drop us a line when you see something that 
bothers you. After all, this is your paper. so Jet's 
show some solidarity here! Who knows, you 
might get to see it in print. 

.--- Now you know-......, 
Did you know that St. Nikolaus (Santa Claus) 

. visits children in West Germany on Dec. 6, 
leaves candy and fruit in the shoes of good boys 
and girls, but leaves switches in the shoes of bad 
boys and girls? 

• 
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Letters to the editor 

InterCOM praised, student opinion 
given, Halloween volunteers thanked 
Dear Editor, 

Hats off to the editorial and other staff of Inter
COM ! The scope of reportage, Bragg's positivism. and 
the design elements make it the best issue to date 
(that's the November issue). After all these years. we're 
lucky to have a student publication which reflects 
some of the spirit and diversity of our campus. Thanks 
again. 

Dear Editor, 

Tony Pfeiffer 
Continuing Education Coordinator 

Any school newspaper, be it high school or college, 
reflects the image of that school to the community at 
large. Your latest edition of lnter'COM, in particular 
your column on opinions, portrays COM as a bastion 
of stupidity and ignorance. 

Your opinion that general issues such as Iran and 
safe se"x are "fun"topics that require funny answers has 
me wondering if you're not a child posing as an adult. 

I don't know why you consider "nuking" Iran a 
geTleral issue; nor do I know why safe sex is something 
that amuses you- with cafeteria food, I can sympathize. 
I could understand your reactions if you were about JO 
or 11 years old; but being a high school graduate 
(presumably). I would expect you to deal with these 
very pertinent issues in a manner befitting someone 
with at least a vestige of intelligence. 

Instead of devoting your time and energy to 
researching opinions on "fun" topics, why don't you 
begin by asking for resolutions to the problems of Iran 
and AIDS? These are very real issues tlrat must be 
resolved by every single one of us. To make light of 
them is to portray your own lack of intelligence; and 
isn't that the reason why these problems are looming 
upon us in the first place? "f.hrough our own ignorance 
and misunderstanding we failed to see that Iran was a 
power to be reckoned with; and that AIDS was not 
just a "gay" disease. 

It is to be hoped that through the knowledge gained 
in college and through life's experiences, we all will 
become more responsible in our approach and handling 
of the problems that dim the existence of a bright 
future for all of us. It is too late to begin discussing in 

an intelligent manner, the topics that are rending apart 
our society today. The responses to such questions 
should be overwhelming. Has it not oft been quoted 
that to •·ask a stupid question, you get a stupid 
answer?" Ask an intelligent question and everyone has 
an opinion to share. Dianne Piri 

COM student 

The questions lhemselves do not dictate the responses. 
True, the "Should we nuke Iran?" question could be 
comideredflippant, but what about the others? They 
were straight forward ques1ions that elicited the 
"ignorant" answers you object to. - Editor 

Dear Editor, 
Many people took part in conducting the Hallo

ween event on campus this year. The amount of time 
committed to help with it ranged from a few hours 
running a booth to months of advance work prepar
ing for the haunted house. All of the help proved to 
make it quite a successful event. Close to 1,600 people 
enjoyed a safe but fun Halloween here at College of the 
Mainland. 

I would like to thank all the groups who helped. 
Thanks to Phi Theta Kappa who ran a food booth and 
helped with games. the COM Amigos, Texas Nursing 
Association and the Black Student Union for their 
food booths. Thanks to the Student Activities Board 
for the games booths, the COM Club primarily for 
creating and conducting the haunted house, and the 
theater staff for allowing us to use their props and 
smoke machines. Thanks to the COM press and Pub
lic Information for advertising, the Non-Print media 
and Maintenance for setting up the event, as well as the 
Police Academy and Welding Department for their 
assistance. Thanks to the art staff who let us use their 
skeleton, Security for keeping the event safe, the many 
local food establishments for providing food and cou
pons, as well as Bay Printer Stationers, Danforth 
Hospital and Wal-Mart for donating supplies and Jim 
Higgins, director of COM Public Information for 
photo work. 

Thanks everyone for your help. 
Maryann Urick 

Coordinator of Recreational Programs 

CLEPing: Students bypass classes 
By MICHAEL MURPHY 
Editor 

Due lo studen1 interest in the CLEP program, the 
fnlerCOM staff has decided to rerun this arricle from 
the April 1987 issue. -

There are five general areas of study covered by the 
CLEP tests. They are social sciences and history, natu
ral science, math, humanities and English. A student 
can earn college credit from more than 2,000 colleges 
and universi_ties, with certain predetermined scores, 
called cut scores, being designated to represent A's, B's 
and C's. These are recommended scores, with each 
school using them to establish their own cut scores, 
which may vary slightly from school to school. 

"'The CLEP tests are important because they save 
the student time and money, but also because they 
reward the student for his or her previous study expe
rience," explained Roy Walker, chief examiner and 
counselor at Mainland Counseling and Appraisal 
Center ... Many students benefit from the academic 
boost they receive, even ll\Ore so than from the time 
and financial considerations. It keeps them excited 
and interested in school." 

I. for one, would have to agree. If you are interested 
in finding O!,lt rt.ore abou.t the CLE~,t,ests. c~n.tact the 

Counseling and Appraisal Center at ext. 324. It's 
worth the effort. , 

So you're sitting in class, your mind wandering 
because you already know what the teacher is talking 
about. At some time in your life, you've already 
covered everything in this class. You scribble in your 
book, your eyelids droop, or you stare into space. 
Your classmates think you have the IQ of a handball. 
Sound familiar? That was me in my freshman English 
class here at College of the Mainland. Finally, my 
instructor, Mrs. Jo Ann Pevoto, came to my rescue. 
"Why don't you CLEP out of this course, Michael?" 
she asked. "You seem to know this material, so why 
waste your time?" 

I took the College Level Examination Program 
(CLEP) te:;ts and saved myself a semester of excru
ciating boredom and tedium. By passing the CLEP 
test, I was allowed to enter a sophomore level English 
literature class, which is · infinitely more challenging 
and interesting. , 

What exactly are the CLEP tests? 
The program was originally developed to aid the 

Gl's returning from World War II who had their edu
cations interrupted by the war. The tests allowed them 
to ease back into the academic mainstream, and gave 
them credit for thing, they learned in the military_ . 

• 
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Campus Editorials/News 

Editor receives press club award 
Dana D. Gibson, Gander staff member and lnterCOM April 1987 editor, was awarded outstanding 
journalism student at COM by the GalvestOn County Press Club. Pictured with Gibson(center) are Dr. Don 
Bass, (left) dean of Instruction and Student Development and Dr. Bill Spillar, chairman of the Division of 
Arts and Humanities and sponsor of lnterCOM. Gibson was presented the plaque at the May 1987 
craduadon reception. "Gibsoo is now a journalism major at Sam H~ State Uahenity, Huntsville. 

(Photo by Jim H111ins) 

Senior citizen activities 

COM benefits from volunteers 
By ELEANOR DOWNS 
Staff Reporter 

Students, if you see a retired relativ~ or bored 
neighbor, encouraged him to share his talents, time 
and companionship within our community. 

Retired Seniors Volunteer Program at College of 
the Mainland consists of seniors, 60 years or older, 
who are donating their services to the community. 

Many departments at COM are assisted by seniors. 
You11 find them in the library, theater and in COM 
offices as office and phone assistants. 

Seniors tutor students one-to-one in English, math 
and reading at COM as well as in the homes of the 
homebound. Other services they perform are teaching 
crafts and participating as instructors,in music, writing 
and art. 

Seniors have fun too. The fourth Wednesday of 
each month is a covered..dish luncheon in the Student 
Center with a guest speaker. The luncheon's featured 
speaker in August was astronaut Col. Charles Bolden. 
He presented a slide show of pictures he had taken. in 

space. 
In October opthamologist Dr. Gregory T. Clariday 

spoke on eye implants and how they are used to correct 
cataracts. 

November will feature Isaura Garza a represent
ative for Homecare Inc., who will speak on health 
issues. 

More than 3,000 senior citizens are registcredJor the 
Senior Citizen Program at COM, according to Lochie 
Fowler, secretary for the program. 

All registered seniors are issued a card for a $2 fee 
entitling them to discounts for the theater and other 
events. 

Courses of interest in which seniors may participate 
range from creative writing to painting, while activities 
include checkers, water exercises and dances. 

Special seminars with guest speakers are also 
offered to seniors. Registration statistics show that 
seniors from 55 to 63 years of age go for exercise 
programs and credit courses, while the 70 to 95 age 
group prefer cards, chess and other activities. 

Many classes in continuing education are free. 
Physical education facilities arc available to card
carrying members. 

In February planning for the May Expo Program 
begins. Outstanding seniors from all over the community 
are recognized. Expo will celebrate its 10th anniversary 
in May 1988. This special program includes a guest 
speaker and certificates for honorees. A reception 
follows in the Student Center. 

Fowler takes this hectic senior program with a 
smile, and gives good humored advice to lost students 
of all ages. 

The senior adult office is one of the busiest places on 
C'1mpus. 'tt•s' iiithcStude'lllCen'ier,idoni I'll'. '' : 

• 

Time worrying 
is time wasted 
By BERTA 0. BRAGG 
Assistant Editor 

Today is the day that may have caused you great 
anxiety yesterday. 

When all is said and done, nothing can stop tomor
row from arriving or today from passing. Some of 
those who spent yesterday worrying didn't need to, 
because they may not be here today anyway. They may 
have spent their last day of life in futility. 

Worry doesn't help. it hurts. It can make us ill. It can 
make us old before our time. And at best it's a waste of 
time. 

This is about time. Spend it or throw it away, the 
choice is yours. 

'"Yesterday is a cancelled check. Tomorrow is a 
promissory note. Today is the only cash you have to 
spend, so spend it wisely." Or at least pleasantly. (I 
don't know whose quote this is but it's one of my 
favorites.) · 

Worrying about risks, taking chances, it's enough to 
make our hearts pass the speed limit. But we need to 
take chances with making choices. It would be worse if 
we made no choices. We would just stagnate. What 
could be a greater waste of time? 

Worrying is something I try to avoid. I have to work 
at not wor.rying about other people misinterpreting 
what I say or what I do. 

Of course. I can't control what others think of me. 
But I try to make sure my dust doesn't fly in anyone's 
face as I go about my merry way. 

For how Jong do I look back and wish I'd made 
myself simpler to read'! Not too long I hope. Because at 
those times I remember another quote .. I drink a toast 
to those who wish me well, and those who don't can go 
to hell!" 

I really do love people. At least until they've sti:pped 
on my heart or my head once too often. And I do care 
how people interpret me, because I want to leave 
_behind~ true impression of myself. 

If you have a question about what I.say or what l do .. 
-if you really care.just ask me to ex.plain. 111 try to clear 
things up. It'll be worth the time and effort to me. 

In dealing with others, don't waste precious time. 
Communicate today. 

• 
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Dobbins' painting on billboard 
Continued from Pace 1 

How big? Try a forty-eight feet by fourteen feet 
billboard featuring one of her prints. The billboard ., 

:---

Stella Dobbins, art instructor and art callery director 
at COM, with work currently on display in gallery. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

Bryant takes stand 
Continued from Page I 
letter grade. Students who opt for a letter grade in 
HPEgotoclass forthesamenumt,erof contact hours 
as siuctct"rts in three<:redit-hour cl~sses. but receive only 
one hour of credit. 

will be placed ii:i, a busy Houston location where it will 
be seen by an audience of millions over a six-month 
period. This is truly Tex.as big. 

Dobbins is one of three artists selected in a competition 
sponsored by Patrick Media Group of Houston, the 
nation's largest outdoor advertising company. The 
purpose of the program, according to Patrick Media. 
is to ''stimulate a greater public awareness of the visual 
arts, and to provide a medium for the growth and 
development of local artists.·· 

"It's exciting to be in front of so many eyes, 
Dobbins says of the super canvas. It's affecting 
me ... l'm thinking larger. this has pushed me into a 
different direction," she said. 

The billboard will feature a copy of Dobbin's 
painting "Foreign Resonances,#2"which isa permanent 
addition to the collection of Tex.as A&M University of 
Galveston. 

The most difficult technical problem for Dobbins 
was deciding how to crop her picture to fit the format 
of the billboard. "The process is interesting," she 
commented on the creation of the super canvas. "The 
billboard will actually be painted." 

., Dobb_ins was choose~ for the award, along with the 
• area-artists Mary Hasltp and Robert Ziebell. from a 

group of 450 entries. 

The competition ~\'as juried by Allen Hacklin, 
director, Glasscll ~chool of Art; Neil Printz, curator, 
Mcnil Collec.tion; Caroline Huber,co-dircctor, Diverse 
Works Inc.; and Marti Mayo, director, Blaffer 
Gallery. 

"I play around with illusion," Dobbins says. She 
likes to .. make realistic objects appear abstractly." 

Two of Dobbins' works may be seen at the exhibit 
on display at the OOM Gattery"ttrrougtr-Dec-: 18. 
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r--------------------~ STUDENT ACTIVITIES 
Circle your response. 
I. Are you a FULL-TIME or 

PART-TIME student? 
2 Arc your courst:s DAY or 

NIGHT courses'? 
3. Do you attend activities or 

performances scheduled 
during college hour'! 

4. Whar types of 
entertainment would you like 
scheduled for college hour? 

lectures? 
- groups / bands'! 
- variety shows? 

musicians? 
5 . Would you like more 

sports events'/ 
6 . Are you interested in 

intercullegiate activities? 
7. Have you attended our 

movie series? 
8. What type of movies would 

you like'/ 
- Comedy? 
- Drama? 
--Romance? 
--Adventure'! 

9, Have you attended COM 
picnics? 

10, Du you like the location. 
Carbide Park'/ 

11 Have you attended any of 
the dances sponsored h}' 

Student Activities Board? 
12. Would you like a live band 

pla~'ing al the next dancc'1 

13. What typo:: of music do you 
like'! 

Ruc.k? 
J Pop Rock / Top 40? 
I - Jazz? ' 
I - -Soul? 

YES ,o 

YES NO 

YES NO 

YES NO 

YES ,o 

YES NO 

YES NO 

I Please" drop your completed questionnaire into the suggestion 
I box located in the Student Center. 
I If you have any comments or sugges.lions please contact Eva 
I Neinas at 93.8-1211 Ext. 422. 

~--------------------J 
On one hand, the college prospects states that the 

college is "to assist the student to increase his knowledge 
and understanding of his body, enlarge his regard for 
it, and improve his ability and desire to maintain it and 
improve it," but on the other hand, the actions of the 
administration seem to contradict this statement. The 
majority of the H PE courses are taught by part-time 
personnel. Also. there is no intercollegiate athletic 
progfam here, despite the fact that COM has the facili
ties to support one. 

Volumes of videos at COM Library 

·The administration must stand up and say that the 
body is just as important as the mind," Bryant com
mented. "Did you know that physical education isn't 
even a required course in programs such as child 
developmenr, fire protection technology and emergency 
medical technician training'? You would think that 
these courses would require at least a fundamental 
physical education class as part of their degree 
requirements, but they don't. 

"There exists a dichotomy here at COM as far as the 
mind versus body issue is concerned. All I'm asking is 
for this institution to educate the whole individual, not 
just the mind. The individual's well being is greatest 
when he or she is physically, mentally and emotionally 
fit, and that's a proven fact," Bryant said. 

I would hope that COM someday recognizes the 
value of the H PE department and stop trivializing the 
physical aspect of education. John Dewey, in his book 
Democracy and Education, states the belief that 
"integ!ation, not segregation, is true democracy." 

Perhaps the administration will eventually come to 
believe this, too. 

Smoke Out debated 
Continued from Pace I 
meetmg said the statement in the Galveston Daily 
News was inaccurate ... 

COM student Russell Lytle questioned the 
appropriateness of discussing the smoking i~sue at this 
time~ .. Talking about clean air,'·' he said, .. We do live in 
Tex.as City!" ,, 

By ELEANOR DOWNS 
Staff Reporter 

Are y'ou one of those students who missed Cesar 
Chavez speak on Oct. 14'! If so, you can still hear his 
presentation. Just head over to the library media 
center. 

"If you missed a special event that has occurred on 
campus, you can be sure it is on video cassette, along 
with many movies, books. lectures and general infor
mation, ... said Jerry Anderson. director of the College 
of the Mainland Media Service Department. 

Sparky Koerner jazzes tbincs up. 
(Photo by Ron BertothyJ 

The Media Service Department, located in the 
library in the Learning Resources Center, is headed by 
three specialists: Walter Kessler, graphics; Jerome 
Drewry, technical equipment; and Phil Johnson, pho
to/ video. Secretary Mary Lou Eidelback helps keep 
this department functioning smoothly. 

COM now owns a 5,632-piece collection o~ films, 
video cassettes and slides. COM also rents media to 
keep the collection updated. "We found out that it's 
cheaper to rent than buy," Anderson said. These 
resources are available to faculty, students and 
members of the community. 

Kessler does most of the artwork for COM and 

desi~ns on the computer. He also uses an infrared 
process for silk screen designs on T-shirts fort he Phys
ical Education Department. So far, 31 silk screen 
designs have been made. Kessler also laminates pos
ters, according to .Anderson. 

The media staff puts together the library display, 
which is located in the foyer. Anderson said the display 
is changed every month, filmed, recorded and put into 
a scrapbook. 

Many departments use slides. filmstrips and videos. 
instance, if you want to improve your golf swing or 
watch an exercise program, visit the audio-visual 
media center, Anderson said. "They arc more than 
willing to help you in the selection and use of the 
equipment." · 

Drewry keeps all the media equipment in good 
working order, while secretary Eidelbach keeps inven
tory and schedules requests for the audio-visual pack
agesand equipment. The equipment is stored throughout 
the campus for easier and faster service to the classrooms. 

The teaching auditorium, Room L 131, is equipped 

to show rl1,0vies. videos, slide shows.and teleconferences. 
:,: , .. •. ,·.,., . ,·. ' 'L ·.,,. ·.;" ' 
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What's Happening 
Concert held at COM 

The Annual Fall Concert, featuring the COM Sin
gers, and the COM Jazz Ensemble, will be held Tues
day, Dec. 15. 

dio Singers and Sparky Koerner is director of the 
COM Jazz Ensemble. For more information see Hope 
Shiver (Ext. 348). 

Food drive set 
The concert is at 7:30 p.m. in the Fine Arts Building, 

Recital Hall (RM Fl 17). Admission is free. 
The performance includes "a true variety show and 

will consist of many types of music: classic, jazz, pop 
and gospel," Hope Shiver said. 

President Larry Stanley invites students to contribute 
toys and non-perishable food items to be distributed 
by College of the Mainland employees Dec. 18. 

Shiver is the director of the f'OM Singers and Stu-
Donations may be brought to the president's office 

between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. fr"m now to Dec. 18. 

Student activities calendar 
By MICHAEL DeLaCRUZ lnindementweatherpcrfonnanoes 

Musicians and other performers will be held in the Student Center. 
will perform outside during Col- For more information, contact 
lege Hour Tuesdays and Thurs- Maryann Urick at (409) 938-1211 
days from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m, ext. 418. 

College Hour Specials, EYenh and Sports 

DatH Activities 

Wednesday, Dec. 9 ••..... , • , .... Student Activities Board. Spring planning meeting. 
New ideas from students are welcomed, please call 
ext. 417. 

Wednesday, Dee. 9, ..•....... , .. Arts sale in the Student Center. 

ThufSday, Dec. IO •••••••••••• , • Finals .in vollcyball league.s. 

Friday, Dec. 11 •••• , , ••••••• , , , Free movie, The Secrel of Nimh at 7 p.m. 

Saturday, Dec.12 •• , . , • , .••...•• The Secret of Nimh at I p.m. for a free showing. 

Monday.Dec. 14. , . , , , . , , , , , ••.• Finals .week begin~. 

Tuesday, Dec. 15 . , ••. , , . , ••...• COM Jazz Ensemble, COM Singers, and COM 
Studio Singers perform in concen free in the Arts 
Center. Recital Hall, F·I 17, 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, Dec. 17 ..• , , , ~,., •. • . Aerobics workout, 6:30..8:30 p.m. 

Friday, Dec. 19 , , • , , , , • , •. ~ •.•. Application for short-term loans must be filed by 
this date to insure processing.for Credit Registration 
on Jan. 5. 

Saturday,Dec. 19 ••••••• , , , , , • , , End of fall semester. 

Monday, Dec. 21 •• , ••• , •••••••• Grades due in Admissions and Record Office 
by noon. 

Wcdne$Qay. n,.c, 23 .• ••• .••••• • , College closed until Jan. 3. 

Preparation for transferring credits 

• 

By STACY GILBERT 
Staff Reporter 

Many students who attend College of the Mainland 
have plans to transfer to a four-year university. How
ever, they may run into difficulty if they haven't coor
dinated courses they need for an associate's degree at 
COM with courses transferable to another college or 
university. 

universities, find out which courses offered at COM 
are equivalent to their courses. Some students end up 
repeating courses they've had at COM at the university 
they transfer to because they didn't speak to their 
counselor in advance. 

Since many four-year universities will not accept all 
credits earned at COM, consult your counselor before 
you register for the .next semester. He can tell you 
which courses will count toward your degree at COM 
and which courses will transfer. You also will need to 
speak to the counselor .it the university to which you 
plan to transfer to make sure the information you 
received is correct. 

Wiren speaking with counselors at other colleges or 

Another problem students encounter when signing 
llP for classes at COM is that some classes are offered 
only during certain semesters. You will need to plan 
far enough ahead so you don't miss signing up for such 
a class. 

To transfer .to another college students must send a 
transcript of iheir grades and course credits to that 
college. This process involves going to the COM 
Admissions Office and filling oµt a transcript form 
which costs $1. COM sends the transcript to the col
lege of your choice. 

MCL helps students 
In a fast..paced society such as ours, it is an asset to 

keep up with technology. This is why College of the 
Mainland's Multidisciplinary Computer Laboratory 
was established. 

This Jab gives students the opportunity to gain basic 
knowledge in computer use. A variety of programs are 
available including those to aid course work. 

The MC'T has been in operation for two vears. 
Student usage has increased dramatically during the 
second year, according to the MCL October 1987 
newsletter. Twenty-two computers are available for 
student use. 

The MCL is staffed with experienced personnel wil
ling to help students. The lab is located in the 
Technical-Vocational Building, Room T-320. 

COM says no to 
intercollegiate sports 
By LYNELLE WARD 
Staff Reporter 

I've always believed College of the Mainland has 
many excellent extra-curricular activities, but I've 
always wondered why we didn't have teams which 
competed on an intercollegiate level. To my surprise, I 
found we once had teams which did not compete. 

In the early '70s COM participated competitively in 
basketball, volleyball, track and swimming. We even 
had cheerleaders. 

The basketball coach at the time was Jerry Bryant. 
According to several faculty members the team was 
pretty good. Bryant was the coach for five years. 

Without student or faculty discussion or representa
tion the administration, headed by COM President 
Fred Taylor. slowly began to eliminate each of the 
intercollegiate teams. According to Jerry Bryant, bas
ketball coach, only basketball and baseball remained 
when the administration eliminated intercollegiate 
sports. The following year they lowered the ax. on 
basebalL 

The administrations explanation for the cuts 
according to Bryant was the high expense, despite the 
fact that CO M's basketba11 team kept an exceptionally 
low budget each year. The administration also stated 
that the teams had a very poor turnout and that they 
werC'just an elitist group which did not help school 
spirit. In their opinion the teams were just a waste of 
time and money. 

Bryant believes that the return of these teams would 
be of great value to the student body and could help 
school spirit and moral. 

The best way to start, according to Bryant, would be 
with the men's basketball team and through that build 
community support. Approximatly $40,000 would be 
needed to start the return of intercollegiate sports due 
to the expense of equipment, travel and promotion. 

Students and faculty would lik'e to see the return of 
our sports program, however, many believe it would 
be a detriment to start up these old forgotten activities 
because in their opinion sports hurt scholastics. 

Unless we fight for the return of intercollegiate 
sports, I guess some of uS will never know. 

COM student wins cash 
Fortune smiled upon College of the Mainland 

student Gerald Morgan. Nov. 20. 
Morgan. a guest disc jockey at a popular local 

radio station, called in sick that day. What 
ensued took his mind off the illness. He called 
back into the station at the right time with the 

· right answers to the contest questions and pock
eted $400. 

Editorials 
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Stanley advocates restricted smoking 
By RON BERTOTHY 
Staff Reporter 

"At a bare minimum, in this building, there will be 
more restrictive smoking areas ... " President Larry 
Stanley said to students gathered in the Student 
Center for a forum on the question of whether or not 
to ban smoking at College of the Mainland. The 
Nov. 19 forum attracted a large number of students 
and faculty members concerned with the issue. 

Students and faculty members were permitted the 
opportunity to address the group and give their 
opinion on this controversial issue. Most of the 
.Speakers, smokers and non~smokers alike, were against 
a total ban on smoking in campus buildings but were 
for clearly designated smoking areas. 

The speakers ,vere emotional and the turnout was 
hea\'Y on Nov. 19 due in pan to President Stanley's 
remarks on a possible ban on smoking at his informal 
visit with students at the Student Center Nov. 10. 

President Stanley mentioned that the College Senate 
was considering a ban on smoki"ngand had they voted 
on it at their meeting. "they probably would have 
banned smoking." he ,,aid. He also.mentioned creating 

-Smoking areas outside if such a ban were enacted. 
Students and faculty members opposed to a ban on 

smoking are concerned about the possibility of being 
forced outside into harsh winter weather if a ban is 
enacted. COM student Larry Lebovc summed up the 
feelings of many smokers when he said, "In the land of 
the free, you're going to tell me I have to go outside to 
smoke a cigarette?" 

Faculty member Alan Ginsberg questioned President 
Stanley's assertion that the prevailing sentiment of the 

College Senate was for a total ban on smoking. In a 
separate interview with lnterCOM, Ginsberg indicated 
that the Galveston Daily Neu's printed that the 
overriding opinion of the College Senate was for a 
total ban on smoking. 

"At a faculty meeting .. .l raised this question of 

prevailing sentiment," Ginsberg said ... A faculty member 
who had been to the meeting of the College Senate said 
that the statement in the Galveston Daily News about 
pre\iailing sentiment for a total ban was inaccurate. 
After meeting another person who_attended the senate 

See Smoke Out Pac~ 7 

President Larry Stanley addresses students during the Great American smoke out on Nov. 19 concerning smoking 
on campus. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

Bryant: COM physical education slighted 
By MICHAEL MURPHY 
Editor 

I originally enrolled at College of the Mainland to 
get an associate's degree in physical education, but 

when I got here, I discovered that there was no degree 
program for my major. 

• 

According to the college prospectus, there should 
have been a degree program established, but there 
wasn't. There wasn't even a chairperson with whom I 
could discuss the matter. There isn't even a division of 
Health and Physical Education (HPE) at COM! It's 

Jerry Bryant, 
physical education 
instructor at 
COM's domed 
physical educa 
ion center. 
(Photo by 
Ron Bertothy) 

actually under the auspices of the Social Science 
Department (for reasons I can't even begin to fathom). 
What is the reasoning behind this? I don't know, and 
there aren't too many people on campus who do. 

"I don't know. It's ridiculous, to tell you the truth," 
commented Jerry Brya'nt, a physical'education instructor 
at COM. "The administration seems to be interested in 
separating the mind from . the body. They ·say 'let's 
develop the student mentally, but the development of 
the body is inconsequential.' 1 think that's the wrong 
approach. You cannot separate the two. The mind 
body relationship is important to the student's self 
image." 

The entire approach to physical education at COM 
is laughable. To illustrate the respect the administration 
has for physical education, HPE classes are on par 
with some remedial communications classes. In these, 
students may choose to receive credit rather than a 

See Bryant Page 7 

Dobbins' work 
featured locally 
By RON BERTOTHY 
Staff Reporter 

Big things are happening with art instructor 
Stella Dobbins' artwork these days. 

See Uobbins Pa,:e 7 
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What's Happening 
Cafeteria coupons 

College of the Mainland's cafeteria now is offering 
coupons to patrons, in addition to their already low pric
es. With a coupon you can save as much as 69 cents. 

CA VE in library 
The CAVE (Center for Academic and Vocational 

Enrichment) was established to help with students 
writing, grammar, spelling and research papers. It is 

located on the mezzanine of the library, upstairs to the 
right all the way in the back. 

Cave hours are: Monday through Thursday from 
11-12:30 p.m.; Monday and Wednesday, 4-5:30 p.m. and 

also 7:15-8:35 p.m.; Wednesday, 12:30-2 p.m.; Tuesday 
and Thursday, 1:30-3 p.m.; and Thursday, 7:15-8 p.m. 

Student activities . calendar 
By FllANX A. · Pi.OSK tn lliclement -. eadler pertor. 

t0&1. :es will beheld in the· Student 
·Center. For llJOle infonnation, 
fflltact Maryann Urick at (409) 
933.1211 ert418. 

Musicialls and Other lbiw-s 
will petfrum outside during Col
lege Hour Tuesdays and ThUllldays 
from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. 

Oat .. 

Monday, Feb. 15--Feb. 19 . . 

Tuesday, Feb.16 . . 

ColleJe H- Sptda ... E•eAIS and Spons 

A<tl'l'ity 

. .. .. Blad: Student Union $p()IIS()feS a Film Festival for 
Blad: History Monlh, noon to 2 p.m. in LRC Teaching 
Audilorillm L 131. 

. .... Take it olT and keep ii. off, for free in lhe gym, Room 
Pll2, at 7:45 p.m. 

Tuesday, Feb. 16 . .... ... .... , ......... .. Student Activities Council will meet at 12:30 p.m. in 
!he BOGtd Room in the Administration Building. 

Thunday, Feb. 18 
Friday, Feb. I 9 ..... , . .. ..... .. ...... , . . • lileclion 'jg: The Pn:sidential Deboles, ldeconC<ttace 

will ah- at 7:30 p.m. in 1he LRC Teaching Auditorium 
L-131. 

Monday, Feb. 22 . .•... . . . . . ... ., .. . . ... .. Sll"'IS Reduction Ewt:ises, which you can prnctice at 
home, worl<shop registration begins at 7 p.m. in the 
gym, Room P149. 

Tuesday, Feb. 23 
Wednesday, Feb. 24 . . . . • • . . • . .... .. ..... Two-day blood drive will be helli in the Student Center 

from 9 a.m. ID 3 p.m. Donors. will receive a free T-$hirt. 
Call Ext. 417 IO make an appointment. 

Wednesday, Feb. 24 . • . . . . . . . . .• . • . • . . . . . . Gulf Coast Intetco1legia11>Confereace ChOir Festival is 
set ror 9:30 a.m. in lhe Fine Ans Building. 

Friday, Fob. 26 . . . ... " . .•. .• . . . . .. •. .... Th.is is the la.stdaytoregislerfortheSevcnth Annual 

Friday,Feb. 26 
Saturday, Feb.27 ..... 

Sllllday, Feb. 28 .....•.. , . 

Run/Walk for Y oor l-lealt. Set for Satunlay, M.arch S, 9 
a.m. Cost oC !he efflll is: 1/4 mile, $6; l mile, $7; and 
3<md 6 miles, $8. All participanls will receive a free T· 
shirt. 

. .... , . Free showing of Baby Bwm set fot 7 p.m. in LRC 
Teachm, Audil<lrium LISI. 

............... Black Sludenl Unicln ~ guest speakers at 7 p.m. 
in LRC Teaching Audilorium Ll31. . 

Monday, Feb. 29 •..•.•..... . " . . . •... . .. . Ftee folk dancing worl<shop will ~ii at 7:30 p.m. ii 
. lhegym.~Pll2. 

Samrday, :r,fiaicll 5 ... . ..•. , ; , ., ....... . . , . Mid' --t>ance iiriltbeliilld at Ille Tld)ftt Haliil 
Jn~ ElliliD 

Presidential 
Continued from Page 1-----------

The debates, moderated by prominent journalist Bill 
Moyers, will begin at 8 each night. CSN host Rodding 
Carter wil1 discuss important points for students to look 
for in a preliminary broadcast that begins at 7:30. In ad
dition, Carter will conduct on-air polls of the student au
.dience during lhe debates. 

Carter and Moyers will offer a summary at 10 p.m. 

followed by a question and answer session featuring the 
candidates. Students may phone in questions, via special 
l011-free lines. Sclcc:µ:d questions will then be forwarded 
to Carter for presentation to Lhe candidates. 

COM will conduct it's own poll following the tele
conference in which students will be asked to vote for 
the candidate of their choice and include the reasoning be
hind their selection. 

Spring basketball 
Spring intramural bnsketball staned at College of the 

Mainland on Jan. 28. Teams participating are the 
Commies, whose roster includes faculty and staff 
members, Jayhawks, JR's, and Lak:ers. All games will 
be played at the gym on Thursday afternoons at 3 and 4. 
For more information contact Maryann Urick at Ext. 
418. 

Campus changes 
Continued from Page]----------

around lhe Student Center, major improvements around 
the lake, improvements designed to help handicapped 
students and the creation of more areas where students 
can study. 

"Before the end of this year we will have made some 
effort," President Stanley said of the campus 
enhancement program. He said that the campus does not 
look dramatically different than it did 10 years ago, but 
that it will soon be a "much more attractive place." 

State funding is another area in need of much 
improvement according to President Stanley. "We have 
been dealing with very serious cuts in state funding for 
three years." COM has been receiving less money from 
the state since 1983. "i'm working with legislators and 
colleagues from other schools to improve this 
situation," he said. 

Rear Column 
Continued from Page 1 ----------

pampered lifestyle. Troup constantly whines at the 
thought that life in lhe Congo might be uncomfortable 
and _potentially life threatening. 

If you imagine the Boy Scout who not only brushes 
his teeth in the wilderness, but flosses as well, then your 
image might be one of the character Jameson. Nelson 
Regen's role almost seems too_ perfect in this 
kaleidoscope of man's imperfections. 

V.W. Uher has the enjoyable ta-.k of recreating Ward, 
The old man of the bunch drifts between defeat and 
cynicism before discovering sculpture as a means to pass 
away the time. Uher utilizes the humor in Gray's words 
brilliantly. 

Finally the depiction of commanding officer BarLelott 
is powerful and boisterous. Luis Lemus's delivery of 
commands bounces off theatre walls in his attempt to 
employ a strict "live by the rules" work ethic. The plot 
however shifts to high gear when his demands fail to 
earn the respect of others. 

As survival becomes more animal-like, the actors 
create an interesting atmosphere of anxiety and 
frustration. The actors' roles are confidently portrayed 
with clever mixtures of humor and a sense of desolation 
as they struggle Lhrough many mood swings in their 
anticipation of Stanley's return. 

I admire the cast's ability to make the transition from 
dressing room to jungle-like atm.osphere. Their 
performance was first-rate and thoroughly professional. 

1 applaud those involved with the production. The set 
design was realistic and helped capture the essence of the 
moods depicted. All of the costumes were authentic and 
although the introductory music to each scene was a bit 
overly dramatic, the sound effects were first-rate. 

Unfortunately the length of the play was burdensome. 
3 1/2 hours is just too much for the audience to endure. 
Gray also failed to give an adequate historical background 
material that I myself just accidentally happened to pick 
up at the front of the theater. 

If you are able to endure long bouts of depression and 
frustration, then you'll love Gray's honest account Stan
ley's famous expeditions in the late 19th century. If you 
enjoy artistry in drama, then the.return on your dollar is 
doubled. I thought the emotions displayed were far more 
noteworthy than the content of the historical event. 

• 
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Pace 3 , 

President Larry Stanley poi"nts to areas on his master 
plan map to indicate improvements planned for the 
College of the Mainhlbd campus. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

COMprehensive improvements 

Changes due on campus 
By RON BERTOTHY 
Photography Editor 

Major changes will begin taking place in 1988 in the 
areas of academics, advisement and recruiting as wen as 
physical changes of the campus at College of the 
Mainland, President Larry Stanley said in a recent 
interview with lnterCOM. 

"Anyone who comes here and gets a degree ... this 
person will meet minimum, basic literacy standards," 
President Stanley said. He plans to accomplish this goal 
by evaluating present programs and working with the 
dean of Instruction and Student Development, Dr. Donald 
G. Bass, to make improvements over a period of three 
years. 

"The purpose is to make students more successful," 
the president said. COM hopes to ensure that students are 
prepared for the curriculum at four-year schools. 

Program and employee evaluations will also be 
utilized to further this goal. "We want to ·ensure that we 
have quality programs," President Stanley told 
lnterCOM. There will be an increased emphasis on the 
professfobaf de'vet.opm.eat of insti'UetM, anJ r.ew 
programs are on the way to enhance this. 

Another area of major concern for the president is the 
advisement system at COM. "This is an area that needs 
serious improvement," he said. 

He plans to implement a program that does a much 
better job in terms of staying with students from the 
moment they arrive at COM to the time they receive 
their degrees. The new program will do a better job of 
getting students connected with the right person for the 
right information that they need, President Stanley 
explained. · 

Recruiting is another area that has lhe president 
concerned. "We don't get a large enough number of the 
students graduating from area high schools," he said. 
Students who go away to other schools are not a major 
concern for the president. "I'm mostly worried about 
students who don't go anywhere." Special recruitment 
activities designed to attract recent high school graduates 
will be conducted. 

Physical improvements to the campus will begin to 
take place in 1988. President Stanley has been working 
ori long-range plans which take into account the location 
of future buildinfP, as well as better landscaping, covered 
waliways betwCOR buildings, improvement$ in and 
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Rear Column marches on despite tedious length 
By FRANK A. PLUSK Set deep in the congo regions of Africa Stanley splits coexist under the stress of survival instincts. 
Staff Reporter the expeditions into two groups. As Stanley's group Each of the five principal actors take full advantage of 

College of the Mainland's Community Theater marches forward to the rescue, the rear column stays the unique opportunity to bask in the tormented glow of 
production of Simon Gray's· The Rear Column premiered behind to protect the bulk of supplies, food and the characters they portray. 
Jan. 21. ammunition. Cliff Mabiy plays medic orderly Bonny who seems 

The British playwright's adult African drama deals From the opening scene the audience recognized the aloof to the rigors of survival in a cannibalistic world. 
with the factual account of Henry Morton Stanley's conflicts of interest among the four British patriots and This is in sharp contrast to Brian Myers' frenzied 
famous expedition to the rescue German missionary Dr. the commanding officer. The plot is seasoned wiµ\ portrayal of Troup who is more accustomed to a 
Emin Pasha. twisted quirks and clashes of human emotion forced to See Rear Column Page 8 

Presidential debates 
will air live in LRC 
By KEVIN FRICKE 
Staff Reporter 

On Feb. 18 and 19, College of the Mainland 
will participate in a landmark teleconference featur
ing live debates of the Democratic and Republican 
presidental candidates. The debates are part of the 
College Satellite Network's Election '88 program. 
The teleconference marks the first time presidential 
conranders have debated via satellite before thou
sands of students across the nation. 

This teleconference offers student voters a 
chance to view the leading candidates in a forum 
that specifically deals with issues of importance to 
them. 

Democratic contenders will take the stage on 
Thursday, Feb. 18 in Dallas, followed by the Re
publicans on Friday. 

The teleconference takes place on campus in 
Leaming Resource Center Teaching Auditorium 
LI31. 

Presidential Page 8 
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COM student Jeff Davis (left) appears \-\-ith Luis Lemus III in College of the Mainland theater's pr:emiere 
production of Simon Gray's The R ear Column. (.Photo by Ron Bertothy) 
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Campus News/Editorials 
New COM cafeteria serves students well 
By RON BERTOTHY 
Photography Editor 

The November 1987 issue of the lnterCOM called for 
action on the problem of poor food quality and high pric
es al the College of the Mainland cafotcria. /nterCOM 
asked for more responsibility on the part of the food ser
vice management; the college received a new food service 

instead. 
lnterCOM described the poor quality of a meal consist

ing of a cheeseburger, french fries and a Coke costing ap
proximately $3.75. The food was an absolute ordeal 10 

consume. Students could not figure out from where the 
beef originated. It certainly didn't taste like Texas beef. 
The frcnch fries weren't real french fries, but :something 
producoo in a machine from dehydratro polalOeS. 

"We got rid of the machine," said Kevin Yackly, the 
new owner of the cafeteria and Tugboat's Restaurant. 
"There will be no more fake french fries." 

Yackly also announced that the cafeteria uses only 100 
percent ground chuck which is a much higher quality 
than the beef~ by the previous food service. 

Despite the improvements in quality, the price for 
these items has actually decreased. The cheeseburger 
which was $2.25 is now only $1.89. 

But Yackly isn't out to sell a lot of cheeseburgers. Be
tween 10 am. and 2 p.m. the staff concentrates their cf. 
forts on the hot food line and will only take time to 
cook cheeseburgers and such when the line is not very 
busy. He believes that spreading his workforce too thin
ly would compromise his promise of "quality food 
served quickly. II 

The food quality is excellent. It compares to any of the 
larger cafeteria chains in the Houston area. The price· is 
approximately half of what one might pay for a similar 
meal at a cafcreria, and the food is cooked in small batch
es to ensure frestmess. 

The Slaff is very professional both in appearance and at
titudes. All have previous food serviCe experience and 
most have ·special schooling. They work under the direc
tion of manager Marty Yackly, Kevin's brother. 

The new cafeteria should go far to stamp out one tradi
tion at COM, driving to Texas City for lunch. Kevin 
Y ackly challenges students to take a hard look at what 
they pay for a meal at McDooalds and what they get here 
for that price. 

New cafeteria staff members are Kevin Yackly (left), Fernando Morin and Sherri Roberts. Not pidured is Marty 

"Compare the quality, compare the price, compare the 
service and the nutrition that you are getting," he said. 
He should know, he w~ once the manager of a Mc Do
nalds. 

Yackly. 
(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

Martin Luther King Jr. honored with national holiday 
By ST ACY GILBERT 
Staff Reporter 

Martin Luther King Day is the 10th federal holiday 
added to the calendar. On Oct. 19, 1983, congress 
mandated that the third Monday in January would be set 
aside to honor Martin Luther King Jr. 

Tiie holiday was officially celebrated for the first time 
Jan. 20, 1986. 

King, a black American clergyman and Nobel Peace 
Prize winner, led the civil rights movement in the 
United States during the 1950s and 1960s. 

King graduated from Morehouse College in 1948 
when he was 19. 111ree years later he earned his bachelor 
of divinity degree from Cw.ter Theological Seminary in 
Rochester, N.Y. Then in 1955 he wa~ awarded a doctor 
of philosophy degree at Boston University, Boston, 
Mass. While King was living in Boston he met and 
married Coretta Scott. 

At Crozer, King developed a fascination for Mahauna 
Gandhi, the Hindu nationalist leader and reformer, who 
influenced King's destiny of leading people in passive 
resistance. 

In 1954, before he completed his doctorate, King 
accepted the pastorate at the Dexter Avenue Baplist 
Church in Montgomery, Ala. 

In 1954 Rosa Parks, a black woman, refused to give 
up her seat in the front of a bus to a white person. She'd 
had a long day at work and chose not to move. This 
racial incident led King to the leadership of a city-wide 
boycott of the transit company. A year after that incident 
~ourts ruled the Alabama laws of segregation on buses 

' 

unconstitutional. 
In 1963 King and several of his associates were jailed 

after holding a lunch counter sit-in to desegregate 
restaurants, holels and department stores in Birmingham, 
Ala. While in jail he wrote the "Letter from 
Birmingham Jail." Then un Aug. 28, 1963, King led the 
famous "March on Washi\1gton" in suppon of civil 
rights legislation. 

King was awarded the Noble Peace Prize in 1968, and 
at 35 was the youngest person ever to receive this 
prestigious award. 

King's career was cut short on April 4, 1968, when 
he was shot and killed as he addressed a crowd from the 
balcony at the Lorraine Hotel in Memphis, Tenn. James 
Earl Ray, a white man, pleaded guilty and was sentenced 
to 99 years in prisoo in March 1969. 

Spring '88 lnterCOM staff pauses for a picture. Standing (from left) Astrid H. Lowery. adviser; Tanya Baker, 
typesetter; Michael Murphy, managing editor; Mark Kennedy, reporter; Derrick Reed, reporter; Frank A. 
Plusk, reporter; and Ron Bertothy, photography editor. Seated (from left) Kevin Fricke, reporter; Cynthia L. 
Klaes, reporter; Berta O. Bra11, assistant editor; St_acy Gilbert, reporter; and Emily Willis, reporter. Not 
pictured Eleanor Downs, reporter; Lisa Major, reporter; and Joe Gatine, reporter. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

• • 

• 

• 

·-·- - -

lnterCO; February 1988, Page 7---i 

Gregg Black triumphs ·tragedy to achieve goals 
' \ By BERTA 0. BRAGG 

Assistant Editor 

Gregg Black is a mathematician who knows how to 
beat the odds. The College of the Main1and math 

. instructor has come back from a near-fatal accident to 
achieve both personal and professional goals that a few 
years ago seemed impossible. 

"I don't want to sound prudish but the past year has 
been very exciting for me, "Black says. "I've had some 
of my life-long dreams come true." 

One dream, which he has had since age 10, was to 
become a teacher at a community college. Last faU, he 
began teaching in the math and science division at COM. 

Black's appreciation for events, which may sound 
mundane to most people, is expressed with great 
enthusiasm. Things like having-a home and family are 
wished-for events that only recent1y have come together 
for Black. 

"I was a passenger in a serious automobile wreck 
when I was in high school in Indiana Since that time, 
about 20 years ago, I have been trying to catch up with 
my life," Black says. 

His life seemed to be on the right track back in 
1966. Black was captain of his cross-country and track 
team and maintained an A average. ThCn the accident 
put his life on hold. In a coma for more than 10 weeks 
and having already lost a lung to pneumonia, Black was 
not expected to live. 

"I learned later that my father had telephoned my 
uncle on the West Coast to give him an update on my 
condition. When my uncle remarked that it sounded 
pretty bad, my falher replied, 'I'll give up when Gregg 
gives up.' And neither of us did." 

As a result of the accident Black saw double for 17 
years and walks with a limp. "I walked funny and talked 
funny," he remembers. "So no one knew what to think 
of me. I found it difficult to read, everything wns 
difficult." 

Black spent nine years in and out of hospitals for 
surgery and therapy. Despite the challenge of his 
circumstances, he continued to work toward the goal of 
that IO-year-old boy. 

"There was a time when I was working three jobs at 
one time. I worked at both Gonzaga University and 
Spokane Community College (Spokane, Wash.) and also 
was washing dishes at a veteran's hospital." 

Black started his degree work at the University of 
Washington in Seattle, but received his bachelor's 
degree from Potsdam College in New York state. In 
1978 he earned his master's degree at Western 
Washington Univers.ity in Billingham, Wash. 

"I had my eyes repaired in two operations in 1982, 
then things really accelerated." Black says. "I decided to 
go back to school to get my doctorate at Texas A & M. 
Now all I need is my dissertation." He expects to have 
his doctorate next year. 

Aside from his professional accomplishments, Black 
takes pride in his personal life which has moved from 
bachelorhood to parenthood during the past two years. 

"I met the love of my life while teaching in 
Washinton state," Black beams. "Bernette and I were 
married in December '86. And since my wife had two 
children from a previous marriage, I became a father, 
too. Although the kids are grown now and away at 
school, they come home on holidays and it's the greatest 
feeling." 

Black's step.daughter Tina, 18, is a freshman 
pre-med student at Texas A&M University and his 
step-son Andre, 21, is the debate coach at Gonzaga 
Preparatory High School in Spokane. 

Black seems very happy with the way things have 
turned out for him despite the bumpy road he has had to 
travel. 

"The people here are really great, and the studenlS 
have been very patient with me. I was really nervous my 
first semester and made some mistakes, but the students 
and everyone in this division, my co-workers, have been 
very supportive. The people here at COM are very 
special people." 

Instructor Gregg Black helps student durin& sprin& re1iS"t4"ation. 
(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

• 
Houston Chronicle's 'Miss Ring:._ 
Cummins retires from 'Life Style' 
lly-ELF;ANOR-DOWNS 
Staff Reporter 

"I'm nine years old inside," Mary Lou C1,1mmins 
laughed as she talked about her pet rabbit, Classie, a 
going away gift from fellow employees. "They knew 
me better than I thought," she giggled. Retired from 
the Huw;ton Chronicle she had worked her way up 
from a walk.in off the street to a journalist forthe life 
Style section. 

After learning her job in Classified Ads, Cummins 
became bored and asked if she could write a newsletter. 
Sure, if you do it on your time, was the response, Soon 
the newsletter spread beyond classified's 20 plus 
employees and is still in print, the last Cummins knew. 

After five years of writing real estate ads; she was 
offered a chance to help with the production of a 
monthly classified magazine for regional distribution. 
"It was one of those shiny covered things. I felt it was 
my baby," she declared. After the magazine year was 
up boredom set in again. "After all how many 2·2·3's 
(real estate ads) can you write!" she exclaimed. 

"An inadvertent mix·up of pictures and articles on 
the wedding page created an opening in that depart
ment. lt wasn't their fault. So many hands and 
departments touched the material that mistakes were 
made. I }umped at the chance to change jobs, but I 
didn't know what I was getting into," Cummins said. 

"With the help of an old man down in layout I was 
able to learn the job. 1 filled in white spaces with 

We"dding hints and traditions. sOOn I had a stack of 
material. I received permission to make up a packet for 
newly engaged couples, edging the papers in blue for 
the grooms and pink for the brides. The packet 
received good response," Cummins related. 

"The only thing I really didn't like about the job was 
being called 'Miss Ring.' Jessie James, founder of the 
Chronicle, named each desk. Classified was Miss 
Classified, wedding was Miss Ring, and so on. This 
was to cover changing personnel and protect employees, 
but often I would give my name if a mother or a bride 
asked. It was usually in reference to a preyious discus
sion on wedding write-up," she explained. 

"I write, write, write all the time. Now that I'm 
retired I do volunteer work, but I've written the news 
letters for the Seaman's Center, the Retired Seniors 
Volunteer Program and articles for the Senior Adult 
Program." 

"I have a nonfiction book at Crown Publishing 
House and a children's book (8 to 12) at Little, Brown 
and Co., but they'll be back (rejected). They're just 
slow at returning them. They're very particular about 
children's books. My brother, a cartoonist, waited for 
ye;rs to get one accepted. He had 69 children's books 
in print before he died. 

"No, I can't tell you what my nonfiction's about, I'm 
superstitious. Not really;· she added, "I'm really a 
Pollyanna. Happy. Happy. Happy. The world's a 
wonderful place. 

Pfeiffer wins awards in blue belt division 

• 

By CYNTHIA L. KLAES 
Starr Reporter 

Tony Pfeiffer, coordinator of Continuing 
Education at College of the Mainland since 1985, 
became irivolvcd in the sport of karate in 1974. 

He has won eight trophies, symbolizing his 
skills in karate, and holds a blue belt, three belts 
below the top-ranked black. 

"I am aware of the physical and mental state of 
fitness my body should be prepared. for whell I 
enter into these competing events, but I can't 
always say I'm ready for it," Pfeiffer acknowledged. 

Pfeiffer, who trains at the well-known AJ 
Garza's Karate School, says, "Garza is the best to 
train with." 

When asked about his future goals in karate, he 
said his main goal is to become a black belt. 
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Campus Sports/Interviews 

COM host Houston area volleyball tournament 
By FRANK A, PLUSK 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland hosted a co-ed volleyball 
tournament that featured a dozen teams from the greater 
Houston Area Jan. 16. Play was judged under standard 
Uniled States Volleyball Association rules. 

The fonnat of the toomamcnt fell under the guidance 
of COM Recreation Director MaI'yann Urick who split 
the teams into two divisions. Teams within the divisions 
competed against each other and accrued points for 

number of wins. Each match consisted of two games 
played to 11. 

Tournament play began at 8:30 a.rn. and concluded 
with four playoff teams determined at 4:30 p.m. A pizza 
break was provided for entrants during the day. Cost per 
team was $60. 

Pulling an undefeated streak on the line. Clear Lake's 
Texas Heat struggled to advance in their match against 
Houston's Boom Boom, before finally winning the 
grueling duel, 15-13, 13-t.5, 15-11. 

The other semi-final match proved to be less 

1987 intramural basketball champions, the Sixers, from left are: Jerry Bryant, J,arry Henson, Michael 
Murphy, Brett Van Dyke, Richard Solomon and Brett Jarrett. Not pictured: Daryl Santell and Casandra 
Briscoe. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

climactic as the Miller Lite team featuring the spirited 
Gay Sabatel from League City easily handled Baytown's 
TNT, 15-6, 15-13. 

The final match between Texas Heat and Miller Lite 
lasted nearly two hours before the team from Clear Lake 
claimed a 15-4, 3-15, 15-11 victory. 

Team captains Vicki Hileman and Dave, Holcomb 
accepted the first place trophy,while team members tried 
on T-shirts proclaiming them champions. Second place 
Miller Lite also received team T-shins for their efforts. 

Campus police beg 
students for attention 
By CYNTHIA L. KLAES 
Staff Reporter 

Do College of the Mainland students know the 
campus policemen? "Not as well as we'd like them to," · 
says officer Kenneth Douglas. "We need more 
communication with the students," he adds. 

Due to the resignation of the 13-year former Police 
Chief Joe Rotramel, the COM police department is 
awaiting the arrival of their new chief from Ohio. He 
should begin work sometime in early February. 

Officers Douglas,Vemon Ewen, and Willie Huerta 
would like to implement a plan in which all students, 
faculty and staff would meet with the officers on a 
monthly basis. During that time they could discuss 
safety in terms of preventing assaults. They also could 
answer questions about the department and thereby create 
open communications with all ~rsons on campus. 

The department doesn't know yet if this plan will be 
approved, but they hope to get campus support and 
cooperation. 

The officers also ask that people help the department 
by reporting any suspicious persons or acts on or 
around the campus. 

Officer Douglas stressed that department statistics 
show a decrease of criminal and petty violations on the 
campus in recent years. 

The department also is in charge of the lost and 
found. Any lost items may be brought to the department 
in the Administration Building, Ext. 403. 

COM students focus on master of Tai Chi 
By FRANK A. PLUSK 
Staff Reporter 

On Jan. 15 a dozen College of the Mainland students 
met with the daughter of the legendary proressor of Tai 
Chi, Man~Ching Cheng, to begin a six-week course in 
this ancient Chinese martial art. 

For I 1(2 hours, Katy Shih of Clear Lake focused her 
students on exercises of body movement. Shih stressed 
the importance of inner body movement and wellness as 
the primary function of Tai Chi to increase one's overall 
strength. 

Shih started learning Tai Chi at 3 from her father 
while living in China. She immigrated to America 21 
years later with her father, and eventually became his 
assistant at the Tai Chi Institute in New York. She 
moved to the Clear Lake area in 1974. 

In addition to teaching Tai Chi at COM, Shih also 
imtructs students at the Clear Lake Chinese Church. She 

'. 

also is an artist and the full-time secretary for the Clear 
Lake church. 

Telling her students to imagine the body's motions as 
a union of reflexive movement, Shih demonstraLed this 

movement with a bcar's walk. As lhe arm swings 
forward the left leg will naturally fol1ow and vjce versa. 
In Tai Chi little concentration is placed on the arms as 
the entire body reacts like a giant fish tail. All 
movement should be relaxed and automatic. 

"Tai is lhe opposite reaction of your upper torso with 
respect to movement in either leg, whereas Chi is the 
life energy of flowing blood," Shih explained. "You 
cannot feel the sensation like a touch, it's more or a 
euphoric sensation intcrprcred. through the brain." 

Shih suggested that the goal or Tai Chi is not to 
remain weak but to concentrate on meekness. The supple 
movements of the -Chinese art teaches that weak is 
stronger. 

Shih explained that a person's teeth, for example, 

may appear strong, but will likely fall out before a 
person's tongue would. This suggests that flesh isn't 

necessarily I.he Weaker of the two. This analogy also 
signifies the state of being alive for those who follow 
the ancient traditions of Tai Chi. 

"In Tai Chi the movement is more flowing with 
regard ta circulation" Shih added, "Two feet planted 
equally into the ground with equal weight distribution 
not only reduces flexibility, but the torso has a tendency 
to tire.easily.'' 

With fW'lher demonstration Shih showed her students 
breathing exercises and Chinese sword mcthcxls. 

It is still possible to enroll in the class, because Shih 
will continue to teach more techniques of how to get 
one's body to react as a function of constant balance. 

Interes~ students may join the Friday evening class 
which meets at 6 p.m. in the COM gym. The cost per 
session is $3. 

• 

Editor feels 
'left' out of it 

Michael 
M~y 

They say that you don't know what it's like to be a 
minority until you find you arc one. Well, meet a 
member of a minority. No, the color of my skin doesn't 
qualify me as a minority, nor does my religioo, my 
sexual preference, my political leanings or my economic 
status (such as it is). Yet, I am discriminated against 
every day in m~t of the things I do. The discrimination 
isn't necessarily blatant or even intentional. No, it's far 
more insidious than that. 

And what. you ask, is my crime against society? I'm 
a lefty. Now those of you who aren't left-handed cannot 
possibly know what it's like. But try to examine life 
from a lefty point of view. 

Everything in our society is geared toward 
right-handers. Television sets, Coke machines, 
microwave ovens, record players and walkman tape 
players. All arc designed with rightys in mind. True, it 
isn't too much of a problem for leftys to adjust, it's just 
the fact that we have to. Besides, what about those 
things that are not as easily adjusted to? 

Have you ever seen a left-handed guitar or violin? Just 
try to ' find a left-handed can opener or a pair of lefty 
scissors. Or how about a left handed gun? Sure, I know 
you can fire a gun from the left-side, but they're all 
designed to be loaded from the right side. 

You would think that any college would be aware of 
these problems, but they're not. At least College of the 
Mainland isn't. The campus lxx>kstore carries no lefty ' 
notebooks scissors, or rulers (yes, lefty rulers). There are 
no manual pencil sharpeners that I could find to 
accommodate leflys. Plus, if anyone has taken classes in 
the L131 Teaching Auditorium, you realize that it wasn't 
built.with left-handers in mind. How about a few desks 
for leftys in the Technical-Vocational Building? 

There are many cultural biases against leftys. It's 
considered to be in bad taste to eat with your left hand. 

For many years. there were no leflys on any teams 
from the Far East in the Little League World Series. 
Why? Their children were not allowed IO be left-handed. 

Even the way we speak reflects anti-lefty undertones. 
Have you ever given anyone a left-handed compliment? 
What comes to mind when you think. of someone who 
has "two left feet?" And did you know that the word 
"left" comes from the Old English word for "weak." 

Since I am the product (or victim) of Catholic 
schooling these problems are not nearly as acute for me 
as they are for others. l was not allowed to write with 
''the hand of the devil" in the presence of the nuns, so I 
now write and draw right-handed while doing everything 
else lefty. But that doesn't blind me to the problems 
lcftys face. 

So consider the plight of the lcftys in society. That's 
all we're asking. You won't see any relethons for us or 
rock stars banding togethc.r to illustrate our problems. I 
guess Rodney Dangerfield would say it best, "It ain't 
easy bein' us." 

Did you know? 
The probability of two right-handed parents bearing 
a left-handed child is 0.02 percent. If one parent 
is left-handed the probability of a left-handed 
offspring is .17, and .46 percent if both arc left
handed. 
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· Inmate seeks pen pal 
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Woodson, 'Father .of Black History' 
By MICHAEL MURPHY 
Managing Editor 

"The Negro knows practically nothing of his history 
... and if a race has no history, if it has no worthwhile 
tradition, it becomes a negligible factor throughout the 
world, and it stands in danger of extermination." These 
words were written by Carter G. Woodson, who was 
lamenting the erosion of black culture in America. 

Woodson's name is probably not very well known 
among most Americans, but his place in history is 
secure. Woodson, known as "the Father of Black 
History," was one of the greatest authorities on black: 
culture and dedicated his life to its presetVation. 

Woodson proposed the idea of honoring black 
Americans with a week to celebrate their achievements 
and culture intcncling to "instill in Afro-Americans a 
sense of pride and accomplishment" This proposal led to 
the establishment of Negro History Week in 1926. 

The great black thinker and writer, W.E.B. Du Bois, 
observed that Woodson "literally made this 
country ... recognize and celebrate each year, a week in 
which it studied the effect which the American Negro has 
upon life, thought and action in the United States." 

Negro History Weck coincided with the birthdays of · 
. Abraham Lincoln (Feb. 12) and Frederick Douglass 

(Feb. 14), the black abolitionist. In establishing the 
celebration, Woodson wanted to recapture the spirit and 
cultural traditions of lhe early Emancipation 
celebrations., This Jed lO a revival of traditional musical 
genres, particularly Negro spirituals and the blues. 

In the early 1970s, Negro History Weck became 
Black History Week· to reflect the rising race 
consciousness of the times. In 1976, the celebration 

. . 

. . 

• 

became Black History Month. 
The Black History Month celebrations -are sponsored 

by the Association for the Study of Afro-American Life 
and History, an organizationa founded by Woodson in 
1915. Each year the ASALH designates a theme for the 
celebration. This year's theme is "The Constitutional 
Status of Afro-Americans Into the 21st Century." 

Each year, in observance of Black History Month, 
College of the Mainland establishes a display in the 
libr;iry. 
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Campus Features 
COM students respond to Greene's magic show 
By DERRICK D. REED 
Staff Reporter 

Well known for his "one dollar to a hundred dollar 
bill trick," magician Charles Greene entertained at 

I.I 

College of the Mainland's Student Center Jan. 26. 
Before a good-sized crowd, Greene performed such 

tricks as the "migrating" cards trick and the "ropes 
through the body" trick. The card trick consisted of a 
group of cards secretly vanishing from the chair of one 

Magician Charles Greene entertains at the Student Center on Jan. 26. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

King celebrates workingman in song 
By MARK KENNEDY 
Staff Reporter 

Promptc.d by College of the Mainland's Labor Studies 
coordinator Andy Jones, renowned folk singer and song
writer Charlie King returned to COM for two free perfor
mances Jan. 14. 

On his second visit to COM, King performed folk 
songs that celebrated the struggle or everyday people and 
blue-collar laborers. 

"I sing about lhc 16 hours a day people spend outside 
or bed," King said in a rCccnt Galveston Daily News ar
ticle. 

And in a recent press release Jones said: "Charlie King 
sings about the problems we all have to deal with. But 
he sings about victories, too, and about everyday people 
who achieve them. The boilerman who makes his work 
fun by square-dancing on the job .. .the janilor who is a 
self-taught classical pianist. .. thc woman with a mysteri
ous motive for selling a new Corveuc for $65 ... thcsc are 
the people with whom Charlie King enriches our lives." 

The songs King performed at COM, "The Rats Are 
Winning," "Decal Song," "I've Got a New Race to Run" 
and "Eat Meese," convey messages on political and so
cial topics. 

The "Decal Song" is about the federal government's is
suing of decals to cover up old buildings for beautifica
tion. King's song suggests issuing a "job decal" to an 
unemployed person. 

"Eat Meese" is a song in which King suggest solving 
the problem of starvation in this country by feeding 
U1S. Attorney General Edwin Meese to the hungry. 

King has pcrfonncd since 1971 when the Vietnam War 
changed his political beliefs from conservative Republi
can to liberal Democrat. 

He h~ played with and is recognized by singer Pete 
Seeger as "one of the best songwrilers and singers ·of the 
'70s and '80s." 

Folk. singer Charlie King performs in 
Center celebrating in song the "Virtues of the working 
man. (Photo J)y Jim Higgins) 
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person to remarkably reappearing in the chair of another 
person. 

In the rope trick, the audience was led to believe that 
the rope passed through Greene's body. lt is his favorite 
trick and he enjoys performing it, because after a few 
times of visually deceiving his audience, he catches them 
off guard. 

When asked if it is harder to be a magician when one 
is black, Greene said, "No, it isn't because there are not 
as many black magicians as there are white magicians." 

Greene has wanted to be a magician since he was 10 
and pcrfonned professionally at 16 in his hometown, 
Hackensack, NJ. 

He was tutored by his idol, magician Doug Henning. 
Canadian-born Henning, performed in the Broadway rock 
musical, The Magic Show, and is famous for being an 
illusionist. 

Because Greene is a magician, people might think 
that as a child he was the class clown, but Greene said, 
"[ was very quiet and shy in school." 

Greene loves being a magician. "I travel, I meet a lot 
of great people and it's what I love to do." At 27, Greene 
has traveled to such places as Australia, England and 
Canada. 

Greene 11lans to make magic his life-time career, and 
says: "Performing at COM was great. The audience had a 
grca.t response and (I) would definitely love to come 
back." 

AIDS scare lethal 
to old tradition 

By MARK KENNEDY 
Staff Reporter 

AIDS has robbed many people of their lives and 
will rob many more. Whether their fear is justified 
or not, many people are afraid of public restrooms, 
sex, giving blood and receiving transfusions. 
Many people also fear that minor cuts and scratch
es sustained in public areas could be hazardous. 

AIDS will also, for good reason, eliminate_ the 
tradition of becoming blood brothers. I believe the 
practice of becoming blood brothers started with 
the American Indians. Having a love for rituals as 
kids, whether they were true Indian riluals or not, 
my friends and I were drawn to them. 

I have a friend named Steve. When we were 
about 10, we knew we would be best friends for 
life, so we sealed our friendship with a blood pacL 

One day we sharpened our pocket knives as best 
we could, then held our knives in our right hands 
with the tips of the blades pointing up. We rested 
our left index fingers on each other's blades and 
raked our fingers across them. Before a drop of 
blood could drip to the ground, we lashed our fin
gers together with an old shoestring. Our wounds 
bled into each other for about half an hour. 

"Friends for life," I intoned.. 
"To the death," he pledged. 
W c were no longer just friends, we were broth

ers. 
I've performed this ritual with several good 

friends ewer the years, including some girls I grew 
up with. 

But now with the onslaught of AIDS, Lhis prac
tice is possibly lethal. 

A little bit of culture is dying with AIDS. 

• 
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Counselors here for students 

Mr. Critic is an abstract photograph created 
from one eye of an abstract portrait on display in 
lhe College of the Mainland Art Gallery. Selected 
Texas Women Ari Faculty runs through Feb. 25 
and admission is free. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

By STACY GILBERT 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland counselors are here to assist 
students with their career goals, and to provide academic 
advisement in developing degree plans. They also help 
students deal with personal problems and changing rela
tionships. 

Seven counselors are on staff from 8 a.m. to 7:30 
p.m. Monday through Thursday. On Friday they stay 
from 8 a.m. until their schedule allows them to leave. 
Leroy Argust advises business/technical; Althea 
Choates, math/science/health; Dr. Warren Dodson, social 
sciences; Dr. ~bester Stout, art/humanities developmen
tal education; Dr. Roy Walker, testing/undecided; Barbara 
Crews, admissions/undecided; and Dr. Marcella Derrick, 
handicapped services. 

Not all counselors stay until 7:30 p.m. every night. 
Each counselor has a specific night when he stays for the 
evening, but whichever counselor stays will help anyone 
who comes to see him. 

The counseling department hopes to have a written 
degree plan on file put together by every student and his 
counselor by the 1988 fall semester. 

It is advisable that every student talk with his 
counselor before registering. The counselor can help 
students develop a degree plan that will transfer to the 
university or college of their choice. 

The counselors have a program called Guidance 
Information System. GIS is a computer-based system 
which helps counselors make out degree plans. 

The program tells what four-year and two-year 
colleges offer courses and degrees in various areas of 
study. The colleges that panicipate in this program arc 

from all 50 states and some American-based colleges 
~broad. Although there is no fee to participate in the 

Couch Potato critic 'witnesses' movie 
By KEVIN FRICKE 
Staff Reporter 

Hc11o, this is the Couch Potato Critic with a review 
of the movie Witness which was presented free of charge 
to students and faculty Jan. 22 and 23 by the Student 
Activities Board. 

Witness won Oscars for Best Screenplay and Best 
Achievement in Editing at the Academy Awards. It was 
directed by Peter Wier and stars Harrison Ford and Kelly 
McGillis. 

Now the fact that this is a 'pretty good movie is 
something I don't have to tell anyone who has cable 
television or a VCR, because they have probably seen it 
at least a dozen times already like I have. For those of 
you who don't enjoy these benefits of modem 
entertainment, I offer a brief synopsis. 

Ford plays a Philadelphia police detective 
investigating a homicide witnessed by a young Amish 
boy, played by newcomer Lukas Haas. 

The Amish, a deeply religious group that got lost 
somewhere in the 1800s, have spumed the encroachment 
of technological civilization, preferring to lead the plain 
and simple lives of fanners. They do not believe in 
electricity or telephones, and have probably never even 
heard of MTV. 

The boy and his young, recently widowed mother, 
. played by McGillis, are on their way to visit his aunt 
when he witnesses the grisly slaying of an undercover 

police detective in the men's room at a Philadelphia train 
station. The murder tuins out to be a cops-gone-bad 
conspiracy involving huge quantities of drugs and Ford 
just happens to figure out the whole plot in an 
amazingly short period of time. (My only complaint 
wilh the movie!) 

Ford then goes to his. superior with his suspicions, 
and, of course, his superior happens to be the ringleader 
of the cabal. Ford is shot, but manages to esc3pe with 
the boy and his mother to their fann in Pennsylvania. 
He is forced to hide out there, and so we come to the 
meat of the story. 

Ford and McGillis fall for each other in an impossible 
love affair. Because Ford comes to respect and eventually 
defend the Amish lifestyle, the affair is never 
consummated. 

The movie's climax comes in a s'lootout on the farm 
when the bad cops finally locate him. Ford wins, of 
course, and must choose between his life as a cop and 
his love for the girl. They both realize their differences 
arc too great and say goodbye. 

The movie ends with Ford driving away past 
Alexander Gudonov, an Amish rival for the girl's 
affections, who is walking towards her farm. Real 
poignant, huh? 

Wilness ranks as one of the Jxtter movies I've seen 
this year and is an excellent rental for the couch polato, 
if one would want to give it a shot now that I've given 
away Lhe ending. : 

Couch Potato critic announces movie contest 
The Couch Potato Critic announces a contest 

in which the winner will receive a lifelime 
subscription to InterCOM. (Of course, the winner 
will have to pick up his copy here every mon.!-h.) 
All you have to do is guess the Couch Poiato 
Critic's favorite movie of all time. Send your 

• 

entries to "The Couch Potato Critic's Favorite 
Movie Of All Time Contest" care of lnterCOM 
and the winner will be announced next issue along 
with a list of my all-time favorite movies. ,Until 
then, save me the aisle seat, the one with my gum 
collection underneath it. 

program, not all colleges give out infonnation. 
GIS has information on financial aid including the 

names and requirements of scholarships and grants. It 
also shows where information on scholarships or grants 
may be located. 

While making out a degree plan the counselors will 
help students get in touch with someone from the school 
they plan to attend to find out which COM courses will 
transfer. 

At one time it was difficult to get an appointment 
with a counselor, especially when students had to speak 
with a specific counselor. Now the department's only 
full-time secretary, Ruby Stevens, and her part-time 
helpers have devised a system whereby it is easier to 
make appointments to see counselors. 

Dr. Dodson said many of the meetings the counselors 
auend concern what is going on at other community 
colleges in the area. 

The counseling department held their first orientation 
for new students in August 1987. 

At the orientation students were introduced to the 
campus, were familiarized with COM policies and 
procedures, and were helped with registration. 

Dr. Dodson said the first orientation went well. 
Tentative dates for the Fall 1988 Orientation are set for 
Aug. 16 and 17. Old students may also participate. 

Dr. Derrick, counselor for students with special needs, 
visits high schools in the area and discusses the 
programs available at COM for students with special 
needs. • 

On Feb. 16 COM is holding a visitor's day for 
handicapped high school students. 

The COM Counseling and Appraisal Center is located 
upstairs in the Student Center. 

Women:i- a(( shaw 
Texas teachers 

show art at COM 
By RQN BERTQT!f.¥ 
Photography Edit<)r 

Si:l~cted ··rexai ·$Vomen, .. bt' faculty .ts ·ol'i 
exhibit now at the College of the Mainland Art 
Gallery. The show features seleoted worl,s by 

'wornen faculty .from To;as -e<>Ueges ' and 
universities. 

"Toi$ is a· good look at regional art done by 
women faculty at C(jlleges and \IJliversitieS in 
Texas/ said gallery Director Stella Dobbins. The 
·show features - from the entire stale including 
many from the Houston area. The locale ot many 
of the artists as well as their personal lives- is 
evident. in many of their works; accordlDg to 
Dobbins. 

The Show has gfoat ,-latfrUcte ahd divCrsity 
ranging from color photographs by Susan Kae 
Grant:?' Texas Woll}en's tJlµversity, Denton~ to 
some very unique glazed earthenware by Sara 
Waters of Texas Tech University,Lubbcck. 

· Although !he works represented ore dlveoo. 
.. they are tied together with a creative use of color. 
"We:'ve veft sttQOg,stateiµent Piet:~s wiµl vecy 

. strong color," Dobbins told lnterCOM . 
Susan Whyne, , of the Universi~Y of 

· Texas-Austin has tWO, large OH paintings in the 
show which are dominated by a very strong use of 
color. They capture attention immediately and can 
be difficult to tum away from. 

The show runs thrbugh Feb. 25 which allows 
lime to make .inore than one visiL The art gallery 
is located in the rear or the Fine Arts Building. ll 
is ope11 mOSI afternoons and admissi<in is flCe. . 
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Campus Features 
COM students respond to Greene's magic show 
By DERRICK D. REED 
Staff Reporter 

Well known for his "one dollar to a hundred dollar 
bill trick," magician Charles Greene entertained at 

I.I 

College of the Mainland's Student Center Jan. 26. 
Before a good-sized crowd, Greene performed such 

tricks as the "migrating" cards trick and the "ropes 
through the body" trick. The card trick consisted of a 
group of cards secretly vanishing from the chair of one 

Magician Charles Greene entertains at the Student Center on Jan. 26. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

King celebrates workingman in song 
By MARK KENNEDY 
Staff Reporter 

Promptc.d by College of the Mainland's Labor Studies 
coordinator Andy Jones, renowned folk singer and song
writer Charlie King returned to COM for two free perfor
mances Jan. 14. 

On his second visit to COM, King performed folk 
songs that celebrated the struggle or everyday people and 
blue-collar laborers. 

"I sing about lhc 16 hours a day people spend outside 
or bed," King said in a rCccnt Galveston Daily News ar
ticle. 

And in a recent press release Jones said: "Charlie King 
sings about the problems we all have to deal with. But 
he sings about victories, too, and about everyday people 
who achieve them. The boilerman who makes his work 
fun by square-dancing on the job .. .the janilor who is a 
self-taught classical pianist. .. thc woman with a mysteri
ous motive for selling a new Corveuc for $65 ... thcsc are 
the people with whom Charlie King enriches our lives." 

The songs King performed at COM, "The Rats Are 
Winning," "Decal Song," "I've Got a New Race to Run" 
and "Eat Meese," convey messages on political and so
cial topics. 

The "Decal Song" is about the federal government's is
suing of decals to cover up old buildings for beautifica
tion. King's song suggests issuing a "job decal" to an 
unemployed person. 

"Eat Meese" is a song in which King suggest solving 
the problem of starvation in this country by feeding 
U1S. Attorney General Edwin Meese to the hungry. 

King has pcrfonncd since 1971 when the Vietnam War 
changed his political beliefs from conservative Republi
can to liberal Democrat. 

He h~ played with and is recognized by singer Pete 
Seeger as "one of the best songwrilers and singers ·of the 
'70s and '80s." 

Folk. singer Charlie King performs in 
Center celebrating in song the "Virtues of the working 
man. (Photo J)y Jim Higgins) 

• 

person to remarkably reappearing in the chair of another 
person. 

In the rope trick, the audience was led to believe that 
the rope passed through Greene's body. lt is his favorite 
trick and he enjoys performing it, because after a few 
times of visually deceiving his audience, he catches them 
off guard. 

When asked if it is harder to be a magician when one 
is black, Greene said, "No, it isn't because there are not 
as many black magicians as there are white magicians." 

Greene has wanted to be a magician since he was 10 
and pcrfonned professionally at 16 in his hometown, 
Hackensack, NJ. 

He was tutored by his idol, magician Doug Henning. 
Canadian-born Henning, performed in the Broadway rock 
musical, The Magic Show, and is famous for being an 
illusionist. 

Because Greene is a magician, people might think 
that as a child he was the class clown, but Greene said, 
"[ was very quiet and shy in school." 

Greene loves being a magician. "I travel, I meet a lot 
of great people and it's what I love to do." At 27, Greene 
has traveled to such places as Australia, England and 
Canada. 

Greene 11lans to make magic his life-time career, and 
says: "Performing at COM was great. The audience had a 
grca.t response and (I) would definitely love to come 
back." 

AIDS scare lethal 
to old tradition 

By MARK KENNEDY 
Staff Reporter 

AIDS has robbed many people of their lives and 
will rob many more. Whether their fear is justified 
or not, many people are afraid of public restrooms, 
sex, giving blood and receiving transfusions. 
Many people also fear that minor cuts and scratch
es sustained in public areas could be hazardous. 

AIDS will also, for good reason, eliminate_ the 
tradition of becoming blood brothers. I believe the 
practice of becoming blood brothers started with 
the American Indians. Having a love for rituals as 
kids, whether they were true Indian riluals or not, 
my friends and I were drawn to them. 

I have a friend named Steve. When we were 
about 10, we knew we would be best friends for 
life, so we sealed our friendship with a blood pacL 

One day we sharpened our pocket knives as best 
we could, then held our knives in our right hands 
with the tips of the blades pointing up. We rested 
our left index fingers on each other's blades and 
raked our fingers across them. Before a drop of 
blood could drip to the ground, we lashed our fin
gers together with an old shoestring. Our wounds 
bled into each other for about half an hour. 

"Friends for life," I intoned.. 
"To the death," he pledged. 
W c were no longer just friends, we were broth

ers. 
I've performed this ritual with several good 

friends ewer the years, including some girls I grew 
up with. 

But now with the onslaught of AIDS, Lhis prac
tice is possibly lethal. 

A little bit of culture is dying with AIDS. 

• 
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Counselors here for students 

Mr. Critic is an abstract photograph created 
from one eye of an abstract portrait on display in 
lhe College of the Mainland Art Gallery. Selected 
Texas Women Ari Faculty runs through Feb. 25 
and admission is free. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

By STACY GILBERT 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland counselors are here to assist 
students with their career goals, and to provide academic 
advisement in developing degree plans. They also help 
students deal with personal problems and changing rela
tionships. 

Seven counselors are on staff from 8 a.m. to 7:30 
p.m. Monday through Thursday. On Friday they stay 
from 8 a.m. until their schedule allows them to leave. 
Leroy Argust advises business/technical; Althea 
Choates, math/science/health; Dr. Warren Dodson, social 
sciences; Dr. ~bester Stout, art/humanities developmen
tal education; Dr. Roy Walker, testing/undecided; Barbara 
Crews, admissions/undecided; and Dr. Marcella Derrick, 
handicapped services. 

Not all counselors stay until 7:30 p.m. every night. 
Each counselor has a specific night when he stays for the 
evening, but whichever counselor stays will help anyone 
who comes to see him. 

The counseling department hopes to have a written 
degree plan on file put together by every student and his 
counselor by the 1988 fall semester. 

It is advisable that every student talk with his 
counselor before registering. The counselor can help 
students develop a degree plan that will transfer to the 
university or college of their choice. 

The counselors have a program called Guidance 
Information System. GIS is a computer-based system 
which helps counselors make out degree plans. 

The program tells what four-year and two-year 
colleges offer courses and degrees in various areas of 
study. The colleges that panicipate in this program arc 

from all 50 states and some American-based colleges 
~broad. Although there is no fee to participate in the 

Couch Potato critic 'witnesses' movie 
By KEVIN FRICKE 
Staff Reporter 

Hc11o, this is the Couch Potato Critic with a review 
of the movie Witness which was presented free of charge 
to students and faculty Jan. 22 and 23 by the Student 
Activities Board. 

Witness won Oscars for Best Screenplay and Best 
Achievement in Editing at the Academy Awards. It was 
directed by Peter Wier and stars Harrison Ford and Kelly 
McGillis. 

Now the fact that this is a 'pretty good movie is 
something I don't have to tell anyone who has cable 
television or a VCR, because they have probably seen it 
at least a dozen times already like I have. For those of 
you who don't enjoy these benefits of modem 
entertainment, I offer a brief synopsis. 

Ford plays a Philadelphia police detective 
investigating a homicide witnessed by a young Amish 
boy, played by newcomer Lukas Haas. 

The Amish, a deeply religious group that got lost 
somewhere in the 1800s, have spumed the encroachment 
of technological civilization, preferring to lead the plain 
and simple lives of fanners. They do not believe in 
electricity or telephones, and have probably never even 
heard of MTV. 

The boy and his young, recently widowed mother, 
. played by McGillis, are on their way to visit his aunt 
when he witnesses the grisly slaying of an undercover 

police detective in the men's room at a Philadelphia train 
station. The murder tuins out to be a cops-gone-bad 
conspiracy involving huge quantities of drugs and Ford 
just happens to figure out the whole plot in an 
amazingly short period of time. (My only complaint 
wilh the movie!) 

Ford then goes to his. superior with his suspicions, 
and, of course, his superior happens to be the ringleader 
of the cabal. Ford is shot, but manages to esc3pe with 
the boy and his mother to their fann in Pennsylvania. 
He is forced to hide out there, and so we come to the 
meat of the story. 

Ford and McGillis fall for each other in an impossible 
love affair. Because Ford comes to respect and eventually 
defend the Amish lifestyle, the affair is never 
consummated. 

The movie's climax comes in a s'lootout on the farm 
when the bad cops finally locate him. Ford wins, of 
course, and must choose between his life as a cop and 
his love for the girl. They both realize their differences 
arc too great and say goodbye. 

The movie ends with Ford driving away past 
Alexander Gudonov, an Amish rival for the girl's 
affections, who is walking towards her farm. Real 
poignant, huh? 

Wilness ranks as one of the Jxtter movies I've seen 
this year and is an excellent rental for the couch polato, 
if one would want to give it a shot now that I've given 
away Lhe ending. : 

Couch Potato critic announces movie contest 
The Couch Potato Critic announces a contest 

in which the winner will receive a lifelime 
subscription to InterCOM. (Of course, the winner 
will have to pick up his copy here every mon.!-h.) 
All you have to do is guess the Couch Poiato 
Critic's favorite movie of all time. Send your 

• 

entries to "The Couch Potato Critic's Favorite 
Movie Of All Time Contest" care of lnterCOM 
and the winner will be announced next issue along 
with a list of my all-time favorite movies. ,Until 
then, save me the aisle seat, the one with my gum 
collection underneath it. 

program, not all colleges give out infonnation. 
GIS has information on financial aid including the 

names and requirements of scholarships and grants. It 
also shows where information on scholarships or grants 
may be located. 

While making out a degree plan the counselors will 
help students get in touch with someone from the school 
they plan to attend to find out which COM courses will 
transfer. 

At one time it was difficult to get an appointment 
with a counselor, especially when students had to speak 
with a specific counselor. Now the department's only 
full-time secretary, Ruby Stevens, and her part-time 
helpers have devised a system whereby it is easier to 
make appointments to see counselors. 

Dr. Dodson said many of the meetings the counselors 
auend concern what is going on at other community 
colleges in the area. 

The counseling department held their first orientation 
for new students in August 1987. 

At the orientation students were introduced to the 
campus, were familiarized with COM policies and 
procedures, and were helped with registration. 

Dr. Dodson said the first orientation went well. 
Tentative dates for the Fall 1988 Orientation are set for 
Aug. 16 and 17. Old students may also participate. 

Dr. Derrick, counselor for students with special needs, 
visits high schools in the area and discusses the 
programs available at COM for students with special 
needs. • 

On Feb. 16 COM is holding a visitor's day for 
handicapped high school students. 

The COM Counseling and Appraisal Center is located 
upstairs in the Student Center. 

Women:i- a(( shaw 
Texas teachers 

show art at COM 
By RQN BERTQT!f.¥ 
Photography Edit<)r 

Si:l~cted ··rexai ·$Vomen, .. bt' faculty .ts ·ol'i 
exhibit now at the College of the Mainland Art 
Gallery. The show features seleoted worl,s by 

'wornen faculty .from To;as -e<>Ueges ' and 
universities. 

"Toi$ is a· good look at regional art done by 
women faculty at C(jlleges and \IJliversitieS in 
Texas/ said gallery Director Stella Dobbins. The 
·show features - from the entire stale including 
many from the Houston area. The locale ot many 
of the artists as well as their personal lives- is 
evident. in many of their works; accordlDg to 
Dobbins. 

The Show has gfoat ,-latfrUcte ahd divCrsity 
ranging from color photographs by Susan Kae 
Grant:?' Texas Woll}en's tJlµversity, Denton~ to 
some very unique glazed earthenware by Sara 
Waters of Texas Tech University,Lubbcck. 

· Although !he works represented ore dlveoo. 
.. they are tied together with a creative use of color. 
"We:'ve veft sttQOg,stateiµent Piet:~s wiµl vecy 

. strong color," Dobbins told lnterCOM . 
Susan Whyne, , of the Universi~Y of 

· Texas-Austin has tWO, large OH paintings in the 
show which are dominated by a very strong use of 
color. They capture attention immediately and can 
be difficult to tum away from. 

The show runs thrbugh Feb. 25 which allows 
lime to make .inore than one visiL The art gallery 
is located in the rear or the Fine Arts Building. ll 
is ope11 mOSI afternoons and admissi<in is flCe. . 
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Campus Sports/Interviews 

COM host Houston area volleyball tournament 
By FRANK A, PLUSK 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland hosted a co-ed volleyball 
tournament that featured a dozen teams from the greater 
Houston Area Jan. 16. Play was judged under standard 
Uniled States Volleyball Association rules. 

The fonnat of the toomamcnt fell under the guidance 
of COM Recreation Director MaI'yann Urick who split 
the teams into two divisions. Teams within the divisions 
competed against each other and accrued points for 

number of wins. Each match consisted of two games 
played to 11. 

Tournament play began at 8:30 a.rn. and concluded 
with four playoff teams determined at 4:30 p.m. A pizza 
break was provided for entrants during the day. Cost per 
team was $60. 

Pulling an undefeated streak on the line. Clear Lake's 
Texas Heat struggled to advance in their match against 
Houston's Boom Boom, before finally winning the 
grueling duel, 15-13, 13-t.5, 15-11. 

The other semi-final match proved to be less 

1987 intramural basketball champions, the Sixers, from left are: Jerry Bryant, J,arry Henson, Michael 
Murphy, Brett Van Dyke, Richard Solomon and Brett Jarrett. Not pictured: Daryl Santell and Casandra 
Briscoe. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

climactic as the Miller Lite team featuring the spirited 
Gay Sabatel from League City easily handled Baytown's 
TNT, 15-6, 15-13. 

The final match between Texas Heat and Miller Lite 
lasted nearly two hours before the team from Clear Lake 
claimed a 15-4, 3-15, 15-11 victory. 

Team captains Vicki Hileman and Dave, Holcomb 
accepted the first place trophy,while team members tried 
on T-shirts proclaiming them champions. Second place 
Miller Lite also received team T-shins for their efforts. 

Campus police beg 
students for attention 
By CYNTHIA L. KLAES 
Staff Reporter 

Do College of the Mainland students know the 
campus policemen? "Not as well as we'd like them to," · 
says officer Kenneth Douglas. "We need more 
communication with the students," he adds. 

Due to the resignation of the 13-year former Police 
Chief Joe Rotramel, the COM police department is 
awaiting the arrival of their new chief from Ohio. He 
should begin work sometime in early February. 

Officers Douglas,Vemon Ewen, and Willie Huerta 
would like to implement a plan in which all students, 
faculty and staff would meet with the officers on a 
monthly basis. During that time they could discuss 
safety in terms of preventing assaults. They also could 
answer questions about the department and thereby create 
open communications with all ~rsons on campus. 

The department doesn't know yet if this plan will be 
approved, but they hope to get campus support and 
cooperation. 

The officers also ask that people help the department 
by reporting any suspicious persons or acts on or 
around the campus. 

Officer Douglas stressed that department statistics 
show a decrease of criminal and petty violations on the 
campus in recent years. 

The department also is in charge of the lost and 
found. Any lost items may be brought to the department 
in the Administration Building, Ext. 403. 

COM students focus on master of Tai Chi 
By FRANK A. PLUSK 
Staff Reporter 

On Jan. 15 a dozen College of the Mainland students 
met with the daughter of the legendary proressor of Tai 
Chi, Man~Ching Cheng, to begin a six-week course in 
this ancient Chinese martial art. 

For I 1(2 hours, Katy Shih of Clear Lake focused her 
students on exercises of body movement. Shih stressed 
the importance of inner body movement and wellness as 
the primary function of Tai Chi to increase one's overall 
strength. 

Shih started learning Tai Chi at 3 from her father 
while living in China. She immigrated to America 21 
years later with her father, and eventually became his 
assistant at the Tai Chi Institute in New York. She 
moved to the Clear Lake area in 1974. 

In addition to teaching Tai Chi at COM, Shih also 
imtructs students at the Clear Lake Chinese Church. She 

'. 

also is an artist and the full-time secretary for the Clear 
Lake church. 

Telling her students to imagine the body's motions as 
a union of reflexive movement, Shih demonstraLed this 

movement with a bcar's walk. As lhe arm swings 
forward the left leg will naturally fol1ow and vjce versa. 
In Tai Chi little concentration is placed on the arms as 
the entire body reacts like a giant fish tail. All 
movement should be relaxed and automatic. 

"Tai is lhe opposite reaction of your upper torso with 
respect to movement in either leg, whereas Chi is the 
life energy of flowing blood," Shih explained. "You 
cannot feel the sensation like a touch, it's more or a 
euphoric sensation intcrprcred. through the brain." 

Shih suggested that the goal or Tai Chi is not to 
remain weak but to concentrate on meekness. The supple 
movements of the -Chinese art teaches that weak is 
stronger. 

Shih explained that a person's teeth, for example, 

may appear strong, but will likely fall out before a 
person's tongue would. This suggests that flesh isn't 

necessarily I.he Weaker of the two. This analogy also 
signifies the state of being alive for those who follow 
the ancient traditions of Tai Chi. 

"In Tai Chi the movement is more flowing with 
regard ta circulation" Shih added, "Two feet planted 
equally into the ground with equal weight distribution 
not only reduces flexibility, but the torso has a tendency 
to tire.easily.'' 

With fW'lher demonstration Shih showed her students 
breathing exercises and Chinese sword mcthcxls. 

It is still possible to enroll in the class, because Shih 
will continue to teach more techniques of how to get 
one's body to react as a function of constant balance. 

Interes~ students may join the Friday evening class 
which meets at 6 p.m. in the COM gym. The cost per 
session is $3. 

• 

Editor feels 
'left' out of it 

Michael 
M~y 

They say that you don't know what it's like to be a 
minority until you find you arc one. Well, meet a 
member of a minority. No, the color of my skin doesn't 
qualify me as a minority, nor does my religioo, my 
sexual preference, my political leanings or my economic 
status (such as it is). Yet, I am discriminated against 
every day in m~t of the things I do. The discrimination 
isn't necessarily blatant or even intentional. No, it's far 
more insidious than that. 

And what. you ask, is my crime against society? I'm 
a lefty. Now those of you who aren't left-handed cannot 
possibly know what it's like. But try to examine life 
from a lefty point of view. 

Everything in our society is geared toward 
right-handers. Television sets, Coke machines, 
microwave ovens, record players and walkman tape 
players. All arc designed with rightys in mind. True, it 
isn't too much of a problem for leftys to adjust, it's just 
the fact that we have to. Besides, what about those 
things that are not as easily adjusted to? 

Have you ever seen a left-handed guitar or violin? Just 
try to ' find a left-handed can opener or a pair of lefty 
scissors. Or how about a left handed gun? Sure, I know 
you can fire a gun from the left-side, but they're all 
designed to be loaded from the right side. 

You would think that any college would be aware of 
these problems, but they're not. At least College of the 
Mainland isn't. The campus lxx>kstore carries no lefty ' 
notebooks scissors, or rulers (yes, lefty rulers). There are 
no manual pencil sharpeners that I could find to 
accommodate leflys. Plus, if anyone has taken classes in 
the L131 Teaching Auditorium, you realize that it wasn't 
built.with left-handers in mind. How about a few desks 
for leftys in the Technical-Vocational Building? 

There are many cultural biases against leftys. It's 
considered to be in bad taste to eat with your left hand. 

For many years. there were no leflys on any teams 
from the Far East in the Little League World Series. 
Why? Their children were not allowed IO be left-handed. 

Even the way we speak reflects anti-lefty undertones. 
Have you ever given anyone a left-handed compliment? 
What comes to mind when you think. of someone who 
has "two left feet?" And did you know that the word 
"left" comes from the Old English word for "weak." 

Since I am the product (or victim) of Catholic 
schooling these problems are not nearly as acute for me 
as they are for others. l was not allowed to write with 
''the hand of the devil" in the presence of the nuns, so I 
now write and draw right-handed while doing everything 
else lefty. But that doesn't blind me to the problems 
lcftys face. 

So consider the plight of the lcftys in society. That's 
all we're asking. You won't see any relethons for us or 
rock stars banding togethc.r to illustrate our problems. I 
guess Rodney Dangerfield would say it best, "It ain't 
easy bein' us." 

Did you know? 
The probability of two right-handed parents bearing 
a left-handed child is 0.02 percent. If one parent 
is left-handed the probability of a left-handed 
offspring is .17, and .46 percent if both arc left
handed. 

• 
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Letters t()< the editor 
· Inmate seeks pen pal 
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Woodson, 'Father .of Black History' 
By MICHAEL MURPHY 
Managing Editor 

"The Negro knows practically nothing of his history 
... and if a race has no history, if it has no worthwhile 
tradition, it becomes a negligible factor throughout the 
world, and it stands in danger of extermination." These 
words were written by Carter G. Woodson, who was 
lamenting the erosion of black culture in America. 

Woodson's name is probably not very well known 
among most Americans, but his place in history is 
secure. Woodson, known as "the Father of Black 
History," was one of the greatest authorities on black: 
culture and dedicated his life to its presetVation. 

Woodson proposed the idea of honoring black 
Americans with a week to celebrate their achievements 
and culture intcncling to "instill in Afro-Americans a 
sense of pride and accomplishment" This proposal led to 
the establishment of Negro History Week in 1926. 

The great black thinker and writer, W.E.B. Du Bois, 
observed that Woodson "literally made this 
country ... recognize and celebrate each year, a week in 
which it studied the effect which the American Negro has 
upon life, thought and action in the United States." 

Negro History Weck coincided with the birthdays of · 
. Abraham Lincoln (Feb. 12) and Frederick Douglass 

(Feb. 14), the black abolitionist. In establishing the 
celebration, Woodson wanted to recapture the spirit and 
cultural traditions of lhe early Emancipation 
celebrations., This Jed lO a revival of traditional musical 
genres, particularly Negro spirituals and the blues. 

In the early 1970s, Negro History Weck became 
Black History Week· to reflect the rising race 
consciousness of the times. In 1976, the celebration 

. . 

. . 

• 

became Black History Month. 
The Black History Month celebrations -are sponsored 

by the Association for the Study of Afro-American Life 
and History, an organizationa founded by Woodson in 
1915. Each year the ASALH designates a theme for the 
celebration. This year's theme is "The Constitutional 
Status of Afro-Americans Into the 21st Century." 

Each year, in observance of Black History Month, 
College of the Mainland establishes a display in the 
libr;iry. 
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Campus News/Editorials 
New COM cafeteria serves students well 
By RON BERTOTHY 
Photography Editor 

The November 1987 issue of the lnterCOM called for 
action on the problem of poor food quality and high pric
es al the College of the Mainland cafotcria. /nterCOM 
asked for more responsibility on the part of the food ser
vice management; the college received a new food service 

instead. 
lnterCOM described the poor quality of a meal consist

ing of a cheeseburger, french fries and a Coke costing ap
proximately $3.75. The food was an absolute ordeal 10 

consume. Students could not figure out from where the 
beef originated. It certainly didn't taste like Texas beef. 
The frcnch fries weren't real french fries, but :something 
producoo in a machine from dehydratro polalOeS. 

"We got rid of the machine," said Kevin Yackly, the 
new owner of the cafeteria and Tugboat's Restaurant. 
"There will be no more fake french fries." 

Yackly also announced that the cafeteria uses only 100 
percent ground chuck which is a much higher quality 
than the beef~ by the previous food service. 

Despite the improvements in quality, the price for 
these items has actually decreased. The cheeseburger 
which was $2.25 is now only $1.89. 

But Yackly isn't out to sell a lot of cheeseburgers. Be
tween 10 am. and 2 p.m. the staff concentrates their cf. 
forts on the hot food line and will only take time to 
cook cheeseburgers and such when the line is not very 
busy. He believes that spreading his workforce too thin
ly would compromise his promise of "quality food 
served quickly. II 

The food quality is excellent. It compares to any of the 
larger cafeteria chains in the Houston area. The price· is 
approximately half of what one might pay for a similar 
meal at a cafcreria, and the food is cooked in small batch
es to ensure frestmess. 

The Slaff is very professional both in appearance and at
titudes. All have previous food serviCe experience and 
most have ·special schooling. They work under the direc
tion of manager Marty Yackly, Kevin's brother. 

The new cafeteria should go far to stamp out one tradi
tion at COM, driving to Texas City for lunch. Kevin 
Y ackly challenges students to take a hard look at what 
they pay for a meal at McDooalds and what they get here 
for that price. 

New cafeteria staff members are Kevin Yackly (left), Fernando Morin and Sherri Roberts. Not pidured is Marty 

"Compare the quality, compare the price, compare the 
service and the nutrition that you are getting," he said. 
He should know, he w~ once the manager of a Mc Do
nalds. 

Yackly. 
(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

Martin Luther King Jr. honored with national holiday 
By ST ACY GILBERT 
Staff Reporter 

Martin Luther King Day is the 10th federal holiday 
added to the calendar. On Oct. 19, 1983, congress 
mandated that the third Monday in January would be set 
aside to honor Martin Luther King Jr. 

Tiie holiday was officially celebrated for the first time 
Jan. 20, 1986. 

King, a black American clergyman and Nobel Peace 
Prize winner, led the civil rights movement in the 
United States during the 1950s and 1960s. 

King graduated from Morehouse College in 1948 
when he was 19. 111ree years later he earned his bachelor 
of divinity degree from Cw.ter Theological Seminary in 
Rochester, N.Y. Then in 1955 he wa~ awarded a doctor 
of philosophy degree at Boston University, Boston, 
Mass. While King was living in Boston he met and 
married Coretta Scott. 

At Crozer, King developed a fascination for Mahauna 
Gandhi, the Hindu nationalist leader and reformer, who 
influenced King's destiny of leading people in passive 
resistance. 

In 1954, before he completed his doctorate, King 
accepted the pastorate at the Dexter Avenue Baplist 
Church in Montgomery, Ala. 

In 1954 Rosa Parks, a black woman, refused to give 
up her seat in the front of a bus to a white person. She'd 
had a long day at work and chose not to move. This 
racial incident led King to the leadership of a city-wide 
boycott of the transit company. A year after that incident 
~ourts ruled the Alabama laws of segregation on buses 

' 

unconstitutional. 
In 1963 King and several of his associates were jailed 

after holding a lunch counter sit-in to desegregate 
restaurants, holels and department stores in Birmingham, 
Ala. While in jail he wrote the "Letter from 
Birmingham Jail." Then un Aug. 28, 1963, King led the 
famous "March on Washi\1gton" in suppon of civil 
rights legislation. 

King was awarded the Noble Peace Prize in 1968, and 
at 35 was the youngest person ever to receive this 
prestigious award. 

King's career was cut short on April 4, 1968, when 
he was shot and killed as he addressed a crowd from the 
balcony at the Lorraine Hotel in Memphis, Tenn. James 
Earl Ray, a white man, pleaded guilty and was sentenced 
to 99 years in prisoo in March 1969. 

Spring '88 lnterCOM staff pauses for a picture. Standing (from left) Astrid H. Lowery. adviser; Tanya Baker, 
typesetter; Michael Murphy, managing editor; Mark Kennedy, reporter; Derrick Reed, reporter; Frank A. 
Plusk, reporter; and Ron Bertothy, photography editor. Seated (from left) Kevin Fricke, reporter; Cynthia L. 
Klaes, reporter; Berta O. Bra11, assistant editor; St_acy Gilbert, reporter; and Emily Willis, reporter. Not 
pictured Eleanor Downs, reporter; Lisa Major, reporter; and Joe Gatine, reporter. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 
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Gregg Black triumphs ·tragedy to achieve goals 
' \ By BERTA 0. BRAGG 

Assistant Editor 

Gregg Black is a mathematician who knows how to 
beat the odds. The College of the Main1and math 

. instructor has come back from a near-fatal accident to 
achieve both personal and professional goals that a few 
years ago seemed impossible. 

"I don't want to sound prudish but the past year has 
been very exciting for me, "Black says. "I've had some 
of my life-long dreams come true." 

One dream, which he has had since age 10, was to 
become a teacher at a community college. Last faU, he 
began teaching in the math and science division at COM. 

Black's appreciation for events, which may sound 
mundane to most people, is expressed with great 
enthusiasm. Things like having-a home and family are 
wished-for events that only recent1y have come together 
for Black. 

"I was a passenger in a serious automobile wreck 
when I was in high school in Indiana Since that time, 
about 20 years ago, I have been trying to catch up with 
my life," Black says. 

His life seemed to be on the right track back in 
1966. Black was captain of his cross-country and track 
team and maintained an A average. ThCn the accident 
put his life on hold. In a coma for more than 10 weeks 
and having already lost a lung to pneumonia, Black was 
not expected to live. 

"I learned later that my father had telephoned my 
uncle on the West Coast to give him an update on my 
condition. When my uncle remarked that it sounded 
pretty bad, my falher replied, 'I'll give up when Gregg 
gives up.' And neither of us did." 

As a result of the accident Black saw double for 17 
years and walks with a limp. "I walked funny and talked 
funny," he remembers. "So no one knew what to think 
of me. I found it difficult to read, everything wns 
difficult." 

Black spent nine years in and out of hospitals for 
surgery and therapy. Despite the challenge of his 
circumstances, he continued to work toward the goal of 
that IO-year-old boy. 

"There was a time when I was working three jobs at 
one time. I worked at both Gonzaga University and 
Spokane Community College (Spokane, Wash.) and also 
was washing dishes at a veteran's hospital." 

Black started his degree work at the University of 
Washington in Seattle, but received his bachelor's 
degree from Potsdam College in New York state. In 
1978 he earned his master's degree at Western 
Washington Univers.ity in Billingham, Wash. 

"I had my eyes repaired in two operations in 1982, 
then things really accelerated." Black says. "I decided to 
go back to school to get my doctorate at Texas A & M. 
Now all I need is my dissertation." He expects to have 
his doctorate next year. 

Aside from his professional accomplishments, Black 
takes pride in his personal life which has moved from 
bachelorhood to parenthood during the past two years. 

"I met the love of my life while teaching in 
Washinton state," Black beams. "Bernette and I were 
married in December '86. And since my wife had two 
children from a previous marriage, I became a father, 
too. Although the kids are grown now and away at 
school, they come home on holidays and it's the greatest 
feeling." 

Black's step.daughter Tina, 18, is a freshman 
pre-med student at Texas A&M University and his 
step-son Andre, 21, is the debate coach at Gonzaga 
Preparatory High School in Spokane. 

Black seems very happy with the way things have 
turned out for him despite the bumpy road he has had to 
travel. 

"The people here are really great, and the studenlS 
have been very patient with me. I was really nervous my 
first semester and made some mistakes, but the students 
and everyone in this division, my co-workers, have been 
very supportive. The people here at COM are very 
special people." 

Instructor Gregg Black helps student durin& sprin& re1iS"t4"ation. 
(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

• 
Houston Chronicle's 'Miss Ring:._ 
Cummins retires from 'Life Style' 
lly-ELF;ANOR-DOWNS 
Staff Reporter 

"I'm nine years old inside," Mary Lou C1,1mmins 
laughed as she talked about her pet rabbit, Classie, a 
going away gift from fellow employees. "They knew 
me better than I thought," she giggled. Retired from 
the Huw;ton Chronicle she had worked her way up 
from a walk.in off the street to a journalist forthe life 
Style section. 

After learning her job in Classified Ads, Cummins 
became bored and asked if she could write a newsletter. 
Sure, if you do it on your time, was the response, Soon 
the newsletter spread beyond classified's 20 plus 
employees and is still in print, the last Cummins knew. 

After five years of writing real estate ads; she was 
offered a chance to help with the production of a 
monthly classified magazine for regional distribution. 
"It was one of those shiny covered things. I felt it was 
my baby," she declared. After the magazine year was 
up boredom set in again. "After all how many 2·2·3's 
(real estate ads) can you write!" she exclaimed. 

"An inadvertent mix·up of pictures and articles on 
the wedding page created an opening in that depart
ment. lt wasn't their fault. So many hands and 
departments touched the material that mistakes were 
made. I }umped at the chance to change jobs, but I 
didn't know what I was getting into," Cummins said. 

"With the help of an old man down in layout I was 
able to learn the job. 1 filled in white spaces with 

We"dding hints and traditions. sOOn I had a stack of 
material. I received permission to make up a packet for 
newly engaged couples, edging the papers in blue for 
the grooms and pink for the brides. The packet 
received good response," Cummins related. 

"The only thing I really didn't like about the job was 
being called 'Miss Ring.' Jessie James, founder of the 
Chronicle, named each desk. Classified was Miss 
Classified, wedding was Miss Ring, and so on. This 
was to cover changing personnel and protect employees, 
but often I would give my name if a mother or a bride 
asked. It was usually in reference to a preyious discus
sion on wedding write-up," she explained. 

"I write, write, write all the time. Now that I'm 
retired I do volunteer work, but I've written the news 
letters for the Seaman's Center, the Retired Seniors 
Volunteer Program and articles for the Senior Adult 
Program." 

"I have a nonfiction book at Crown Publishing 
House and a children's book (8 to 12) at Little, Brown 
and Co., but they'll be back (rejected). They're just 
slow at returning them. They're very particular about 
children's books. My brother, a cartoonist, waited for 
ye;rs to get one accepted. He had 69 children's books 
in print before he died. 

"No, I can't tell you what my nonfiction's about, I'm 
superstitious. Not really;· she added, "I'm really a 
Pollyanna. Happy. Happy. Happy. The world's a 
wonderful place. 

Pfeiffer wins awards in blue belt division 

• 

By CYNTHIA L. KLAES 
Starr Reporter 

Tony Pfeiffer, coordinator of Continuing 
Education at College of the Mainland since 1985, 
became irivolvcd in the sport of karate in 1974. 

He has won eight trophies, symbolizing his 
skills in karate, and holds a blue belt, three belts 
below the top-ranked black. 

"I am aware of the physical and mental state of 
fitness my body should be prepared. for whell I 
enter into these competing events, but I can't 
always say I'm ready for it," Pfeiffer acknowledged. 

Pfeiffer, who trains at the well-known AJ 
Garza's Karate School, says, "Garza is the best to 
train with." 

When asked about his future goals in karate, he 
said his main goal is to become a black belt. 
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What's Happening 
Cafeteria coupons 

College of the Mainland's cafeteria now is offering 
coupons to patrons, in addition to their already low pric
es. With a coupon you can save as much as 69 cents. 

CA VE in library 
The CAVE (Center for Academic and Vocational 

Enrichment) was established to help with students 
writing, grammar, spelling and research papers. It is 

located on the mezzanine of the library, upstairs to the 
right all the way in the back. 

Cave hours are: Monday through Thursday from 
11-12:30 p.m.; Monday and Wednesday, 4-5:30 p.m. and 

also 7:15-8:35 p.m.; Wednesday, 12:30-2 p.m.; Tuesday 
and Thursday, 1:30-3 p.m.; and Thursday, 7:15-8 p.m. 

Student activities . calendar 
By FllANX A. · Pi.OSK tn lliclement -. eadler pertor. 

t0&1. :es will beheld in the· Student 
·Center. For llJOle infonnation, 
fflltact Maryann Urick at (409) 
933.1211 ert418. 

Musicialls and Other lbiw-s 
will petfrum outside during Col
lege Hour Tuesdays and ThUllldays 
from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. 

Oat .. 

Monday, Feb. 15--Feb. 19 . . 

Tuesday, Feb.16 . . 

ColleJe H- Sptda ... E•eAIS and Spons 

A<tl'l'ity 

. .. .. Blad: Student Union $p()IIS()feS a Film Festival for 
Blad: History Monlh, noon to 2 p.m. in LRC Teaching 
Audilorillm L 131. 

. .... Take it olT and keep ii. off, for free in lhe gym, Room 
Pll2, at 7:45 p.m. 

Tuesday, Feb. 16 . .... ... .... , ......... .. Student Activities Council will meet at 12:30 p.m. in 
!he BOGtd Room in the Administration Building. 

Thunday, Feb. 18 
Friday, Feb. I 9 ..... , . .. ..... .. ...... , . . • lileclion 'jg: The Pn:sidential Deboles, ldeconC<ttace 

will ah- at 7:30 p.m. in 1he LRC Teaching Auditorium 
L-131. 

Monday, Feb. 22 . .•... . . . . . ... ., .. . . ... .. Sll"'IS Reduction Ewt:ises, which you can prnctice at 
home, worl<shop registration begins at 7 p.m. in the 
gym, Room P149. 

Tuesday, Feb. 23 
Wednesday, Feb. 24 . . . . • • . . • . .... .. ..... Two-day blood drive will be helli in the Student Center 

from 9 a.m. ID 3 p.m. Donors. will receive a free T-$hirt. 
Call Ext. 417 IO make an appointment. 

Wednesday, Feb. 24 . • . . . . . . . . .• . • . • . . . . . . Gulf Coast Intetco1legia11>Confereace ChOir Festival is 
set ror 9:30 a.m. in lhe Fine Ans Building. 

Friday, Fob. 26 . . . ... " . .•. .• . . . . .. •. .... Th.is is the la.stdaytoregislerfortheSevcnth Annual 

Friday,Feb. 26 
Saturday, Feb.27 ..... 

Sllllday, Feb. 28 .....•.. , . 

Run/Walk for Y oor l-lealt. Set for Satunlay, M.arch S, 9 
a.m. Cost oC !he efflll is: 1/4 mile, $6; l mile, $7; and 
3<md 6 miles, $8. All participanls will receive a free T· 
shirt. 

. .... , . Free showing of Baby Bwm set fot 7 p.m. in LRC 
Teachm, Audil<lrium LISI. 

............... Black Sludenl Unicln ~ guest speakers at 7 p.m. 
in LRC Teaching Audilorium Ll31. . 

Monday, Feb. 29 •..•.•..... . " . . . •... . .. . Ftee folk dancing worl<shop will ~ii at 7:30 p.m. ii 
. lhegym.~Pll2. 

Samrday, :r,fiaicll 5 ... . ..•. , ; , ., ....... . . , . Mid' --t>ance iiriltbeliilld at Ille Tld)ftt Haliil 
Jn~ ElliliD 

Presidential 
Continued from Page 1-----------

The debates, moderated by prominent journalist Bill 
Moyers, will begin at 8 each night. CSN host Rodding 
Carter wil1 discuss important points for students to look 
for in a preliminary broadcast that begins at 7:30. In ad
dition, Carter will conduct on-air polls of the student au
.dience during lhe debates. 

Carter and Moyers will offer a summary at 10 p.m. 

followed by a question and answer session featuring the 
candidates. Students may phone in questions, via special 
l011-free lines. Sclcc:µ:d questions will then be forwarded 
to Carter for presentation to Lhe candidates. 

COM will conduct it's own poll following the tele
conference in which students will be asked to vote for 
the candidate of their choice and include the reasoning be
hind their selection. 

Spring basketball 
Spring intramural bnsketball staned at College of the 

Mainland on Jan. 28. Teams participating are the 
Commies, whose roster includes faculty and staff 
members, Jayhawks, JR's, and Lak:ers. All games will 
be played at the gym on Thursday afternoons at 3 and 4. 
For more information contact Maryann Urick at Ext. 
418. 

Campus changes 
Continued from Page]----------

around lhe Student Center, major improvements around 
the lake, improvements designed to help handicapped 
students and the creation of more areas where students 
can study. 

"Before the end of this year we will have made some 
effort," President Stanley said of the campus 
enhancement program. He said that the campus does not 
look dramatically different than it did 10 years ago, but 
that it will soon be a "much more attractive place." 

State funding is another area in need of much 
improvement according to President Stanley. "We have 
been dealing with very serious cuts in state funding for 
three years." COM has been receiving less money from 
the state since 1983. "i'm working with legislators and 
colleagues from other schools to improve this 
situation," he said. 

Rear Column 
Continued from Page 1 ----------

pampered lifestyle. Troup constantly whines at the 
thought that life in lhe Congo might be uncomfortable 
and _potentially life threatening. 

If you imagine the Boy Scout who not only brushes 
his teeth in the wilderness, but flosses as well, then your 
image might be one of the character Jameson. Nelson 
Regen's role almost seems too_ perfect in this 
kaleidoscope of man's imperfections. 

V.W. Uher has the enjoyable ta-.k of recreating Ward, 
The old man of the bunch drifts between defeat and 
cynicism before discovering sculpture as a means to pass 
away the time. Uher utilizes the humor in Gray's words 
brilliantly. 

Finally the depiction of commanding officer BarLelott 
is powerful and boisterous. Luis Lemus's delivery of 
commands bounces off theatre walls in his attempt to 
employ a strict "live by the rules" work ethic. The plot 
however shifts to high gear when his demands fail to 
earn the respect of others. 

As survival becomes more animal-like, the actors 
create an interesting atmosphere of anxiety and 
frustration. The actors' roles are confidently portrayed 
with clever mixtures of humor and a sense of desolation 
as they struggle Lhrough many mood swings in their 
anticipation of Stanley's return. 

I admire the cast's ability to make the transition from 
dressing room to jungle-like atm.osphere. Their 
performance was first-rate and thoroughly professional. 

1 applaud those involved with the production. The set 
design was realistic and helped capture the essence of the 
moods depicted. All of the costumes were authentic and 
although the introductory music to each scene was a bit 
overly dramatic, the sound effects were first-rate. 

Unfortunately the length of the play was burdensome. 
3 1/2 hours is just too much for the audience to endure. 
Gray also failed to give an adequate historical background 
material that I myself just accidentally happened to pick 
up at the front of the theater. 

If you are able to endure long bouts of depression and 
frustration, then you'll love Gray's honest account Stan
ley's famous expeditions in the late 19th century. If you 
enjoy artistry in drama, then the.return on your dollar is 
doubled. I thought the emotions displayed were far more 
noteworthy than the content of the historical event. 
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President Larry Stanley poi"nts to areas on his master 
plan map to indicate improvements planned for the 
College of the Mainhlbd campus. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

COMprehensive improvements 

Changes due on campus 
By RON BERTOTHY 
Photography Editor 

Major changes will begin taking place in 1988 in the 
areas of academics, advisement and recruiting as wen as 
physical changes of the campus at College of the 
Mainland, President Larry Stanley said in a recent 
interview with lnterCOM. 

"Anyone who comes here and gets a degree ... this 
person will meet minimum, basic literacy standards," 
President Stanley said. He plans to accomplish this goal 
by evaluating present programs and working with the 
dean of Instruction and Student Development, Dr. Donald 
G. Bass, to make improvements over a period of three 
years. 

"The purpose is to make students more successful," 
the president said. COM hopes to ensure that students are 
prepared for the curriculum at four-year schools. 

Program and employee evaluations will also be 
utilized to further this goal. "We want to ·ensure that we 
have quality programs," President Stanley told 
lnterCOM. There will be an increased emphasis on the 
professfobaf de'vet.opm.eat of insti'UetM, anJ r.ew 
programs are on the way to enhance this. 

Another area of major concern for the president is the 
advisement system at COM. "This is an area that needs 
serious improvement," he said. 

He plans to implement a program that does a much 
better job in terms of staying with students from the 
moment they arrive at COM to the time they receive 
their degrees. The new program will do a better job of 
getting students connected with the right person for the 
right information that they need, President Stanley 
explained. · 

Recruiting is another area that has lhe president 
concerned. "We don't get a large enough number of the 
students graduating from area high schools," he said. 
Students who go away to other schools are not a major 
concern for the president. "I'm mostly worried about 
students who don't go anywhere." Special recruitment 
activities designed to attract recent high school graduates 
will be conducted. 

Physical improvements to the campus will begin to 
take place in 1988. President Stanley has been working 
ori long-range plans which take into account the location 
of future buildinfP, as well as better landscaping, covered 
waliways betwCOR buildings, improvement$ in and 
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Rear Column marches on despite tedious length 
By FRANK A. PLUSK Set deep in the congo regions of Africa Stanley splits coexist under the stress of survival instincts. 
Staff Reporter the expeditions into two groups. As Stanley's group Each of the five principal actors take full advantage of 

College of the Mainland's Community Theater marches forward to the rescue, the rear column stays the unique opportunity to bask in the tormented glow of 
production of Simon Gray's· The Rear Column premiered behind to protect the bulk of supplies, food and the characters they portray. 
Jan. 21. ammunition. Cliff Mabiy plays medic orderly Bonny who seems 

The British playwright's adult African drama deals From the opening scene the audience recognized the aloof to the rigors of survival in a cannibalistic world. 
with the factual account of Henry Morton Stanley's conflicts of interest among the four British patriots and This is in sharp contrast to Brian Myers' frenzied 
famous expedition to the rescue German missionary Dr. the commanding officer. The plot is seasoned wiµ\ portrayal of Troup who is more accustomed to a 
Emin Pasha. twisted quirks and clashes of human emotion forced to See Rear Column Page 8 

Presidential debates 
will air live in LRC 
By KEVIN FRICKE 
Staff Reporter 

On Feb. 18 and 19, College of the Mainland 
will participate in a landmark teleconference featur
ing live debates of the Democratic and Republican 
presidental candidates. The debates are part of the 
College Satellite Network's Election '88 program. 
The teleconference marks the first time presidential 
conranders have debated via satellite before thou
sands of students across the nation. 

This teleconference offers student voters a 
chance to view the leading candidates in a forum 
that specifically deals with issues of importance to 
them. 

Democratic contenders will take the stage on 
Thursday, Feb. 18 in Dallas, followed by the Re
publicans on Friday. 

The teleconference takes place on campus in 
Leaming Resource Center Teaching Auditorium 
LI31. 

Presidential Page 8 

• 

COM student Jeff Davis (left) appears \-\-ith Luis Lemus III in College of the Mainland theater's pr:emiere 
production of Simon Gray's The R ear Column. (.Photo by Ron Bertothy) 
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What's Happening 
COMmencement '88 

The Spring 1988 graduation at College of the 
Mainland will be Friday, May 6, at 7:30 p.m. 

All students who will have met their graduation 
requirements prior to May 6, and who wish to participate 

in the graduation should fill out their applications before 
March 18. 

Fund-raiser set 
The Jazz Ensemble from College of the Mainland 

will perfonn al a brunch/dance at Fatima School in 

Stnaent activities calendar .. 

Tuesday, Ma,dl 22 ................................ _;.. 1-tlllplli,l ·'-'" 1A1M .set fut: 
. 7:30 p.m. ill 1>112. Coot~ . 

• • 

• 

Texas City on Sunday, April 10, from 11:30 to 2 p.m. 
This will be a fund-raiser for the American Cancer 
Society. 

Volunteer readers 
The Volunteer Literacy Project sponsored by the Adult 

Basic Education Department needs adults IO teach reading. 
The requirements include a desire to help. the ability 

IO read and write, a few hours of time and patience. 
About 27 million Americans can't read well enough IO 

fill out a job application, Id understand the lable on a 
medicine boule or IO read the ballot when voting. 

For more information call Galvesron College (409) 
763-6551 EllL 7117 or College of the Mainland (409) 
938-1211 ExL 356. 

Student back at school 
c:ontinued from Page t----------
wbeelchair lodged in wet concrete while in route to the 
library. She was tossed out, broke both legs, sprained 
her arm and was hospitalized for one week. The casts on 
her legs were removed Jan. 26, 17 weeks later. 

Though McCullough is still on pain medication, her 
injuries healed much faster than she expected. 

"I had IO drop all of my classes after the accident, 
which put me back another semester." McCullough· 
explained. 

When lnt<rCOM asked if any legal activities were 
initiated after the accident, McCullough replied, "No 
commenL" 

McCullough explained, "I suffer from a genetic disease 
called Osteogenesis lmperfecta which leaves the bones 
briule nnd ea.ruy fractured.• 

She discussed the regimen of exen:ises she has done 
since childhood. They include muscle stretching and a full 
range of motion for both legs and feet She does the 
exercises at least three times a week. 

Since 3 percent of COM students are handicapped, 
McCullougb emphasized a need for physical changes 
around campus that would assist the handicapped. 

"The showers in the gym are inadequate because there 
is a step to gel over before you can get in." McCullough 
said. The lounge in the Technical Vocational Building 
has tables with stationary benches. which prevent 
wheelchairs from getting up to the table. 

"The library is biggest annoyance." McCullough 
continued. The ftont doors need an automatic opening 
device, because lhey are too· heavy for handicapped 
students to open manually. They can maneuver getting 
inlO !lie library through the back door, but that presents 
another problem. It's very dark back there at nigbt, and 
there are usually not many other students around, 
McCullough stated. 

McCullough praised the Student Activity Board and 
Phi Theta Kappa for the support both groups offered after 
her accident. "I received so many cards and flowers, along 
with many telephone calls. 

"I love the people at COM and always feel accepted. 
The counselors and instruclOrS project an altitude that is 
positive toward the students," McCullough said. 

"My accident was just a freak thing that happened and 
probably will never happen again,• she concluded. 

Donors • give blood 
Continurd from Paie 1-----------

"A bypass sw-gery alone requires an incredible amount 
or blood," Ireland summed up. "Taking a little time out 
of your day with a minimal amount of discomfon is 
nothing compared to those people's lives hanging in the 
balance." 

For those who missed the opportunity to share the gift 
of life, the Houston Blood Center's semi-annual blood 
drive returns IO COM in the fall. 
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Art gallery exhibit features dancers 
By RON BERTOTHY 
Photography Editor 

"The title says a lot about it." photographer Jim 
Caldwell said about his exhibition at the College of the 
Mainland Art Gallery. Dances: Public/Private features 
some of Caldwell's commercial work for the Houston 
Ballet and theaters, but the majority of his work on 
exhibit is personal photographs of dancers in exotic 
lighting. 

"The dancers are very enthusiastic about this," 
Caldwell told lnterCOM. "Most of them do not get a 
chance to improvise and express themselves." He 
explained that either a choreographer or a dance master is 
present when the dancers have publicity photographs 
taken. They direct the dancers during a photo session just 
as they do for a performance. 

"They are very enthusiastic When given the chance to 
cboreogiaph themselves." he said. The dancen project a 
great deal of emotion into the phofOSlllphs which deal 
with their pascnal lives and relationships. "These are 
ftOftSlandanl portraits." Caldwell told lnterCOM. "They 
haye some drama." 

oo sp are co or, 
dancenwem p.oduced in blaokand W-

AI the opening reception on March 9, he said that the 
prints would not have the right e!Tect had they been in 
color. Caldwell uses some double and triple exposures, u 
well as spectacular ligbting, to produce an effect which 
may seem confusing at first glance; some of the 

photographs show the same person several times. 
Caldwell, a successful cornmen:ial photographer, uses 

his knowledge very effectively to make unusual shots of 
wiusual subjects work so well. The private photographs 

of the dancers not only tie together with each other but 
also wilh his CORUllffl:ial woit. 

The exhibit runs througb April 19 and may be seoo 
free of charge wee1olays belween 12:30 and 4 p.m. """"===============-

• 
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Photographer Jim Caldwell, (ldt) is assisted in bnging his exhibit Dances: P•bllc/Privat, by 
COM students Liz Anguilar and Abby Parker. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

COM participates in semi-annual blood drive 
By FRANK A. PLUSK 
Starr Reporter 

For two days last February the College of the 
Mainland Sllldent Center was transformed inro a blood 
bank. Students and facult'y were asked to volunteer pints 

COM student Donald Cook remains calm. as 
his blood is slowly pumped into a bag during 
the blood drive at COM Feb. 23 and 24. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

• 

of blood by the Houston Blood Center staff members, and 
members of the Student Activities Board. 

According to Mobile Field supervisor, Georgia Ireland, 
the Houston Blood Center e,peaed IO receive nearly 100 
pints of blood during their semi-annual visit IO COM. By 
the end of the second day the blood drive had collected 
149 pinls of blood compared to last year's 147. 

Ireland said that she has been associated with the 
Housron Blood Center for 8 1/2 years and is encouraged 
by the number of return donors she has seen since fall 
1987-also a twCH!ay drive. 

COM is part of the large college network that the 
Housron Blood Center utilizes to meet the needs of Harris 
and surrounding counties. Even with the AIDS epidemic, 
Ireland said, there hasn't been a detectable decline in 
donors on college campuses. In fact, last year's campaign 
exceeded the 100 percent goal that was established by the 
17 hospitals the Hooston Blood Center serves. 

A great deal of precaution is taken in the screening 
process lo prevent mishaps in blood transfusions to 
accident victims or patients undcrgoiag organ transplants, 
Ireland said. : 

Ev.en though the incidence of AIDS in blood 
transfusions represents less than 2 percent of all 
documenled cases, the Houston Blood Center requires 
qucstionaires to be filled out to determine whethec the 
donor has any of the symptoms of the acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome. 

In addition IO the questionaire, a kit approved by the 
Food and Drug Admin~on is used to determine if 

• 

. ' 

there are an'y antibodies to the virus. All needles used on 
donoo; are sterile and disp,sable. 

The literature provided by the blood center staff 
members emphasiz.es the relatively painless procedure of 
donating blood. Althougb many people are squeamish at 
the sight of a needle, staff members have the professional 
expenise to reduce that initial prick inro the sensation of 
a mild pinch. Within 20 mirwtes the donor is sitting 
upright again, sharing tales or bravery with friends and 
fellow donors over cookies and orange juice. 

Each donor is given the choice IO either establish a 
bank for himself or to sponsor tlie immediate needs 9f a 
hospital patient Those wishing to donate on I.heir own 
time may do so at eight-week intervals. Mainland Center 
Hospital, corner of Palmer Highway and Highway 3, in 
Texas City. is the Houston Blood Centers outlet for the 
Texas City area. See Donors Page 8 
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Campus News/Editorials 

COM trio among elite in national photo contest 
By STACY GILBERT 
Starr Reporter 

Three sLUdents from Co11ege of the Mainland were 

chosen as finalists in the top 7 percent of the EighLh 
Annual Student Photography Comest They were chosen 
out of the 18,0l.."O entries that were submitted from all 
over the United Stares and. Canada. 

COM students Ron Bertothy, (left) Donna Treadwell and Garry Upton are finalists in the eight 
annual college photography contest sponsored by Photographer's Forum magazine. 

(Photo by Stacy Gilbert) 

Garry Upton, Ron Bertothy and Donna Treadwell are 
all currently enrolled in photography courses at COM. 
Even though none of their entries went on to win a cash 
prize, they were all proud to be among the finalists. 

"It's not often three students from COM make it to 
the top 7 percent," Bertothy said. 

Upton and Treadwell both submiucd three black and 
white pictures while Bertothy submiucd both color. and 
black and white photos. None of them knows which one 
of their photographs was chosen. 

Upton is from Dickinson and has had pictures 
published in The Galveston Daily News. He said he 
would like to market prints one day. maybe even print a 
book of his pictures. 

Upton said that his photography instructor, Betty 
Yancy, encouraged him to enter the contest. 

The picture of a ghostly figure in th~ November 1987 
issue of lnlerCOM was one of lhe photographs Bertothy 
submitted. He used to work for the Washington Crime 
News in Washington, D.C. 

Bertothy now lives in Seabrook and is photography 
editor of the InterCOM. 

Treadwell said she tends to shy away from contests 
but Mona Marshall, her photography instructor, 
encouraged her to compete. She became interested in 
photography when her family went on a trip to the Grand 
Canyon and she got a 35mm camera. 

One of the photos TreadweJI submitted had already 
won an award in a Bay Area photography contest. _ _ , 

Treadwell currently works for The Alvin Sun as a '1· 
sales representative. 

AU three finalists have their own darkroom at home 
which they claim helps them with their work. They all 
agreed that even jf they don't have careers in 
photography, it's still a good hobby. 

Sohn lectures on evolution of culture in motion pictures 
By ELEANOR DOWNS 
Starr Reporter 

Dr. Ira Sohn calls himself a story man. 
Sohn, who spoke at the College of the Mainland in 

March, was sponsored by the Student Activity Board and 
Social Science Continuing Education. 

While Sohn's degrees arc in physics and economics, he 
often lectures on politics. 
His interest in the evolution of popular culture lc<l 

,:::,y) 
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him to study lhe U.S. motion picture industry. 
Sohn is working on The American Movie which is 

the histOI)" of Hollywood and its films. 
In his series of three lectures Sohn explained: 1) the 

color coding of movies. 2) the "escape from hell" for the 
working class through the movies and 3) the depiction of 
women in the movies over the last 20 years. 

For instance, a red, white and blue color scheme 
connotes good conduct, hard work, doing all the right 
things or dotting the i's and crossing the t's, according to 
Sohn. 

In Overboard these values are depicted with a 
red, white and blue color scheme, Sohn explained, 
whereas, fading red, white and blue in ExJreme Prejudice 
imply fading values. 

Movies over the years have provided an ex.cellent 
escape mechanism for the working class from their 
problems, according to Sohn. 

While the third lecture was supposed to describe 
Hollywoods' attitude toward women, it was more a 
history of men's roles in films, or lhe lack of women's 
roles in films. 

At the end of Soho's lecture on women he mentioned 
that the type of roles given to women once they got 
major roles were either deprecating or dictaLOrial. 

Soho's lectures were video taped by the Audio-Visual 
DcpartmentofCOM's library. 

Did you know? 
"All change is not growth, as all movement .is 

not forward." -Ellen Glasgow 

Dr. Ira Sohn speaks out against out against 
Hollywood's treatment or women during a lee• 
lure at College or the Mainland March 1, 

(Photo by Ron flertothy) 
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Smith aims to challenge students' social values 
By Frank A. Plusk 
Starr Reporter 

Larry Smith's office walls are a collage of various 
slogans suggesting a more humane approach toward 
resolving social injustice. Prints with insightful thoughts 
ranging from Einstein and Gandhi to Cesar Chavez 
abound. You immediately conclude a sense of 
comminnent to social causes from this individual. 

Smith has been teaching at College of the Mainland 
since it first opened its doors 20 years ago. A time not . r 

too long ago that still enables him to chuckle in the 
recollection of his youth. 

"Yeah," Smith smiles, "Y cah, 1 played baseball in the 
Baltimore Orioles minor league system. We traveled quite 
a few miles by bus. Cities like Appleton, Wisconsin, and 
Stockton, California, it was a great way to see America." 

lt also served as an authentic dose of American apple 
pie for Smith. He noted an amazing amount of "Archie 
Bunkerism" taking place between white and black 
America. He detected many examples of "Social 
Darwinism" and he specifically recalls the day they 
announced the Gulf of Tonkin incident. 

Allhough playing against such eventual stars as Jim 
Palmer and Denny McClain was a thrill, baseball soon 
lost its lustre for Smith. He went on to earn his master's 
degree in history ~ Sam Houston State University in 
Huntsville. Before arriving at COM. Smith taught two 
years of high school in nearby Dickinson. 

"[ had hoped to teach at a community college from the 
beginning," Smith said. "1 was told I didn't have enough 
experience. Another dose of reality; I would comment to 

employers how Jefferson wrote the Declaration of 
Independence at 33. Then I'd say Jesus was fairly young 
and he seemed to accomplish a lot 

Smith's idealogies are reflected in the "conflict" 
approach to his history lectures. He believes this is an 
important aspect of history many individuals choose to 
ignore or neglect. · 

"Unfortunately that's one of the problems of today's 
education. From a consensus point of view its purpose is 

primarily imparting knowledge and cultural values. It 
should be a vehicle for social change, you lean one way 
or lhc other as an instructor." 

"Once you accomplish that, then get in touch with the 
students' values from a world perspective. Hopefully 
you'll inspire them to act on those convictions. Create a 

- future on the study of the past. It's like a praxis - product 

military? Do they advocate women's rights'! Are they 
anti-union'! I'm giving away my biases and identifying 
my true values. Decide on your own values and be 
socially responsible." 

Although he admits the task of stirring a student's 
convictions can be frustrating, Smith insists that his 
main objective is to encourage people to be analytical 
thinkers and challenge their views. 

"You have to disturb their "thinking," Smith beamed. 
"I don't care if they adopt my values. Brainwashing or 
indoctrination doesn't suggest room for thought and the 
ability to be aware of looking at different things. I want 
my students to articulate their perspective and think 
critically." 

You get the sense from talking to Larry Smith that 
allhough many social injustices still exist in today's 
society. you won't be able to get people to react one way 
or the other without first rattling a few cages. 

"There was this study done in which scientists hid 
sweet potatoes in the sand from 100 baboons. Turns out 
one of those baboons realized he didn't like sandy residue 
on his food. so he went to the ocean to wash it off. Other 
baboons would follow until the hundredth ape eventually 
joined the others by the waler." 

"You never know who will be that hundredth 
monkey," Smith commented."You never know when that 
one person not acting now might start an overall 
change." 

"It's rewarding getting to know the students, working 
wiLh them, thinking, growing - the interaction that takes 
place. Seeing them become more fair and compassionate 
while expanding their horizons and understanding 
democratical effects is vcl)" satisfying as a teacher." 

Larry Smith, a history teacher at College of ofrcflectionandreaction." 

Larry Smith's cause may appear inconsequential in the 
realm of national, state, or even local impact. The fact is, 
he simply chooses to commit himself Lo quality 
education. He-doesn't blush when admitting tharpersonal 
values are incorporated into his intetpretation of American 
history. It's a matter of style that reflects an enthusiasm 
which never doubts that a hundredth monkey does exist. . 

the Mainland, pauses ror a photograph in his "Maybe students might give thought to the type of 
orrice. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) employer they'd lik~ to work for. Arc they involved in th-e 

Theater director outlines program, attracts recruits 
By DERRICK D. REED 
Staff Reporter 

Arc you interested in singing or dancing? Well. 
College of the Mainland's Fine Arts Department is where 
you need to be. 

Theater director Jack Westin, known for such 
productions as On Golden Pond and Romeo and Juliet, 
says, "The department is working on new programs for 
the college all the time. but the project at this time is our 
academic theater program." The program is a training 
groW1d for young pcrfonners. 

One of the courses the program offers is Inttoduction 
to Theater, which teaches basic aspects of theatrical 

training, as well as theater history. 
"Toe Beginning Acting course," according to Westin, 

"would be better for those seeking careers in acting, as 
the class gives students more experience. Jn this course 
the student is given the opportunity to perform before a 
live audience. Students study classic and modem plays 
and view a series of films on acting." 

The Advanced Acting class is a continuation of the 
beginner's course finishing where the beginner left off, 
Westin says, "going into deeper depth." 

For the singers, the program offers a one-credit course, 
Theater Practicum. This course consists of musical and 
non-musical productions. 

Westin has been director of the COM theater 12 years 
and has been directing 25 years. He is a former director of 
Houston's Nina Vance Theater where he directed their 
all-time box-office hit, Life with Father. He also wrote 
and directed American Horse and Horseman. W~tin has 
worked with such well-known actors as Ginger Rogers. 
Robert Goulet and Barbara Eden. 

Westin received his master's degr ie in theater at the 

• 

University of Minnesota in Minneapolis and his 
bachelor's degree at MacAlester College in St. Paul, 
Minn. 

The department's second tour of New York this year 
begins March 30. It includes seeing plays, touring 
backstage at theaters and an overall sightseeing tour of 
New York. COM's technical director, Tom King, is in 
charge of the tour group. 

King, who came to COM in 1987, designs and builds 
scenery for the theater. "We're real excited to have him 
with us," Westin says. "He's active and a professional." 

Westin visits many local schools to preview their 
ootstanding student actofl<. He talks to the director of each 

school's theater department to discuss who lhe school's 
best actors are and to detennine scholarship eligibility. 
"We're working on recruiting (for COM)," says Westin. 

COM's theater department holds seven auditiOns a 
year. "Anyone is welcome to come," Westin urges. 
Auditions for the Foreigner are March 20 at 1:30 p.m. 
and March 21 at 7 p.m. 

Westin invites students seeking careers in singing or 
acting to talk with him. "Teaching at COM is one of the 
things I love best," he says. "If you enjoy your work, it 
isn't work." 

For more 'information about the Fine Arts Department 
call Ext. 221. 

I 

Several members or the cast or COM's production A Chorus Line strike a pose during the 
musical's audition scene. From ldt: Kyle Hester, Tracy Barcelona, Frank Vega, Kathy Annette, 
Jerry Miller, Melissa Morgan, Roxanne Lynne and Herbert Sc6tt. (Photo by Reggie Schwander) 
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Campus Sports/Interviews 

Cycle clubs offer 
diversion athletic 

By RON BERTOTHY 
Photography Editor 

Your bicycle could be 
your passport to fun with 
the arrival of warm spring 
weather. 

Whether you are an avid 
cyclist with the latest hi· 
tech. ultra-lightweight 
equipment or someone 
who simply goes on shon 
rides on a departmcnt
store-quality 10-speed, 
there is a club in the area 
that would be right for 
you. 

"We don't do any racing," JSC Bicycle club president 
Chris Marsh told lnterCOM. The Johnson Space Center 
club is open to all levels of riders and College of the 
Mainland studenrs are welcome to join. 

"Rides vary from IO-mile orientation rides to 200-
kilometer events," Marsh said. JSC holds rides every 
Saturday and Sunday as close as Clear Lake and Galves
ton, and as far away as Brookshire and Huntsville. Since 
the JSC is basically a touring club, they have camp outs 
and parties according to Marsh. 

If bicycle riding by itself is not enough, !hen the Bay 
Area Triathlete News may be the place 10 rum to. Triat.h
lctc competitions involve swimming. bicycling and run
ning in the same event 

Although Lhc bicycling portion is very much a race. 
1raditional racing practices such as drafting will get an in
dividual disqualified accof(ling to Eslhec Ellis of BAT. 

"It's more an aerobic event." Ellis told lnlerCOM. "It 
allows you to train in three sports." Training involves 
conditioning the body to strive for an even pace over 
long distances, according to Ellis. 

BAT members compcle in triathlons in other parts of 
Texas as we11 as local events. 

The swimming portion of the competition is held in
doors during the winter months but will soon be moving 
outdoors. An open-water swim event is planned for Clear 
Lake Park in June. 

Aspiring bicycle racers should contact Wolf pack. This 
club panlcipaLCS in United States Cycling Federation rac
es and is open to riders of all abilities as long as lhcy are 
serious according to pres ident Mike Summer. 

"Our total function is to train ·riders for racing," Sum
mer told lnierCOM. Wolf pack is one of lhc few racing 
clubs which trains novice racers as we11 as top national 
racers according to Summer. The only requirement Ka 
willingness to give a large amount of effort to the train
ing. Members train five to seven days per week traveling 

150 to 400 miles. 
Wolfpack members are trained under the direction of 

Jose Louis Tellec, who is currently the Mexican Olym
pic cycling coach. 

The Club promotes some of lhe largest races in the 
country such as the Hardy Toll Road Bicycle Classic 
coming to Houston this summer with over $25,000 in 
cash and prizes. Swnmer cautioned COM srudents not to 
be intimidated, "There is a place for everybody in Wolf
pack." 

For more information on these clubs contact: Esther 
Ellis, BAT, (713) 334-1101; Chris Marsh, JSC, (713) 
481-6757; Mike Summer, Wolfpack, (713) 480-5201; or 
Ken J'.aschall, Wolf pack. (713) 326-4303. 
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Spring heats up intramural program 
By MICHAEL MURPHY 
Managing Editor 

1be spring . intramural season is underway with the 

basketball and volley ball leagues halfway through and 
water polo gearing up for an early April start 

The basketball league has featured many exciting. 
closely contested games, with the games on March 10 
following true to fonn. 

In the fust game, a solid team effort led the Lakers 
over the Rockeis 48-45. Lewis Murphy led the balanced 
Laker attack with nine points. Pat Malone, with 15 re
bounds and Kevin Fricke with 13 boards led the Lakers 
overpowering rebounding game. The Rockets were led by 
Clifton Williams with 10 poinlS and 14 rebounds. Joey 
Townsend contributed nine points and 14 rebounds. 

The second game featured a battle of the two fust 
place teams. with the Commies toppini the JR's 56-51. 
Zoe Hayward's 18 second half points helped the Com
mies overcome a seven point halftime deficit. Hayward 
finished wth 22 points and 11 rebounds. Jerry Bryant 
scored 14 points for the Commies while Tim Harris con
tributed IO rebounds. The /R's were led by Nate Cole
man's 24 points. Sherrill Ellison added 16 points and 
nine rebounds to the JR's cfforsts. 

Basketball league games are planned in the COM gym 

• 

at 3 and 4 Thursday afternoons. 
The volleyball league is going strong, but is stilJ 

open for students to sign up. Right now. the league is 
instructional, with novice players receiving tips on how 
to improve lheir games. This will soon evolve inlO a 
competetive league, with four teams facing one another 
on a scheduled basis. 

Overall, Nate Coleman leads the league in scoring 
with 21.9 points per game average and also leads the 
league in three point shots with 18. Jerry Bryant is sec
ond in both categories with a 17.1 ppg average and 14 
throos. 

h's a slightly closer fight on the boards, wilh Clifton 
Williams leading the league with a 16.2 rebound per 
game average. 

Volle_yball league games arc played in the COM gym 
on Monday afternoons at I and Tuesday afternoons at 4. 
Anyone interesled in joining the volley ball league 
should contact Gerald Morgan at Ext. 417. 

Water polo is still signing up players for a league 
which will start in early April. Players will be schooled 
in game fundalmentals as well as basic water safety 
before beginning league play. 

Anyone inleresled in participating should contact Tim 
Williamson at Ext. 417 before the Friday, March 25 
ooidline. 

Weights improve body, mind 
By DERRICK D. REED 
Starr Reporter 

Man's will to achieve greatness Lhrough hard work 
goes back for ages. 

Man's first strength contest was not recorded. 
However, the wager was probably substantial - ~ eilher 
killing or being killed by some prehistoric animal. 

Possibly the mosl famous of the early weight lifters 
was Milo of Crotona. 

Milo, according to.history books was one of the first 
to practice progressive weight training. He did so by 
lifting a calf several times a week. As the calf grew and 
added weight; Milo also adjusted by building his muscle 
strength until cvcnlually he was the only human strong 
enough to handle lhe fully grown beast Primitive, yet 
effective. 

Unlike most popular sports, weight training is one 
sport that is equally divided between men and women. 
There arc simply no weaknesses. The more one lifts, the 
stronger one becomes. Although there are considerable 
size diffcrcnccs, the effects oo the body are equal. 

According to College of the Mainland's physical 
education instructor, Steve Justice: "Weight training is 
more a mental than a physical aspect. I like to see 
somebody start in the beginning. and work I.he~ way 
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through the program. I see a lot of physical and mental 
changes." 

Almost all high-powered athletic programs now 
prescribe weight training as a mclhod of training for 
competition, particularly in the pre-season and 
post-season periods. 

Body builders are people whose primary interest is 
developing their physique through massive musculature 
and great definition. 

COM student and body builder, Laura Almendarez, 
says: "I want to be stronger. l don't want the idea of 
being weak, like the normal woman." She adds, "When I 
lift, I feel more independent IO do lh.ings on my own." 

h is a well-known fact that weight trainers are more 
observant, alert and have better motivation to achieve 
!heir goals than non-weight Irainers. In shon weight 
training improves lhe mental and physical aspects of 
everyday life. 

If you are the type of person who is discouraged easily 
and must sec observable gains, then weight training 
should be your cup of tea. The serious weight trainc.r can 
often measure some gains afler on1y a few short weds. 

Whalever your reasons for engaging in weight training 
whether to impress the opposite sex. improve self-esteem 
or gain satisfaction, there is one admonition: You will 
only get out of weight training what you put into it 
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Treaty approval 
slowedbydistrust 

Michael .·• .· 
Murphy · 

The papers have been signed and now the bickering 
and political maneuvering begins. The fate of the historic 
treaty to eliminate intermediate range and shorter range 
nuclear missiles, certainly the most important piece of 
diplomacy of the nuclear age, now rests with Congress. 

One would think that a document of such profound 
importance would be immediately ratified, but that 
docsn'I appear to be the case. Opposition to lhe treaty, led 
by Sen. Jesse Hchns, R-N.C., has raised lhe question of 
Soviet honesty where verification is concerned. 

The main stumbling block in the past had been the 
American insistence on "inttusive verification," which 
means on-site inspections of missile sites. The Soviets, 
under previous regimes, had slrenoously objected lo such 
inspections. Under Mikhail Gorbachev, however, the 
Soviet position on this point has been reversed. 

lt seems that some members of Congress are worrie.d 
that since the Soviets so readily gave in lo American 
demands, they must be hiding something. The feeling 
persists that "we" should have asked for more, as if we 
had the Soviets over a barrel. 

Surprisingly, tfie most vocal opponents to the INF 
treaty have been the Republican presidential candidates. 
Jack Kemp warned that "we should not rush into signing 
an agreement with the Soviet Union until we force them 
to comply with previous agreements." Pat Robertson said 
that the United States should not sign the treaty until we 
see "a rollback. a decolonization, if you will, of lhe 
Soviet empire." 

Such comments reflect the American mentality where 
the Soviets are concerned. Perhaps those in power here 
are unable to accept change, especially when dealing with 
the Soviet Union. It is apparent lhere is an air of 
fcllpwship developing in Russia, partly due to the 
pressing nood for a change in Soviet priorities. The 
Soviets have a need to divert some of their staggering 
military expenditures to social programs and industry. 
The INF treaty allows them to begin thi;: long overdue 
process. 

In lhe meantime, we must overcome our deep-seated 
prejudices and ratify the INF treaty. Perhaps then we can 
also divert much of our large military budget to more 
pressing social programs. There are things more 
important in this world than one more nuclear missile. 

The latest news from the Soviet Union is that if the 
INF treaty is ratified, the factory lhat produces missiles 

will be converted to produce baby carriages, since 
there is such a great shortage of baby products there. 
Quite a difference, isn't it? 

Well, lhe documenlS have been signed and people call 
it progress. Is it? Where is the trust between the two 
superpowers? Let me know when they come to one of 
these agrcemenlS and doo't sign anything at all. 

That will be progress. 
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Communism: Contra alternative 
By RON BERTOTHY 
Photography Editor 

The U. S. Congress has once again demonstrated their 
lack of concern about the spread of communism in 
Central America by voting against continuing military 
aid to lhe Contra freedom fighters in Nicaragua 

While Congress insists that cutting off aid may bring 
"peace" to the area there arc still a number of facts which 
contradict this. 

The most significant is that since the Contras have 
become a viable force opposing the communist 
Sandinista regime, the Nicaraguans have had to abandon 
much of their covert support of the. le ftist rebels in El 
Salvador. The Contras have had a very positive effect in 
limiting the adventurous policies of lhe Sandinistas. 

Another interesting fact is how much military 
equipment the Soviets have stashed away in Nicaragua. 

Why does a banana republic such as Nicaragua need 
500 Soviet tanks? Why do they need a fleet of the most 
sophisticated attack helicoptcn Russia produces and MiG 
fighters_ Or why do they need landing sttips capable of 
handling the largest Soviet cargo planes? Either they are 
extremely paranoid, or they plan to expon their 
revolution. 

It is inLCrcsting lhat the same congressmen who voted 
against continuing aid to the freedom fighters in 
Nicaragua are the same people who tried to prevent Col. 

Oliver North from presenting his slide presentation to the 
American public on national television during the 
lran-Conlra hearings last August. What were they afraid 
ofl Why did they try to cover up the Nicaraguan military 
build-up? 

If the Contras are removed from Central America and 
the communists in Nicaragua are allowed time lo rebuild 
and stockpile even more Soviet weapons, it will be just a 
matter of time before other countries in the region are 
taken over by left-wing factions. Mexico could very 
easily be taken over by communist forces. 

A strong military force like Nicaragua could help 
Mexican communists stage a coup. Leftists are already a 
very strong presence wilhin Mexican politics and have 
infiltrated key organizations such as labor unions. Do we 
really want a communist country on our southern border? 

Congress believes lhat if lhey appease Nicaraguan 
dictator Daniel Ortega they can bring peace to Central 
America. History has proven that this approach does not 
work when dealing with the ego of a dictator. The 
government of Great Briuiin had lhis approach with Adolf 
Hitler prior lo World War II. It didn't work then. It won't 
work now. 

Congress asserts that they are keeping us from getting 
into another Vietnam. WhiJe sending U. S. troops to 
Central America may not be prudent at this time, it is 
ludicrous to cut off aid 10 the one force capable of 
keeping the blight of communism from spreading 
throughout the Americas. 

COM Theater's A Chorus Line· touches the senses 
By FRANK A PLUSK 
Starr Reporter 

The role of the critic is to act as a liason to those who 
spe84 money for.,enen.ainment and provide objective 

' .,, ' .· 

insight when determining if a particular event merits 
attendance. 

With those two factors as my guideline, I highly 
recommend College of the Mainland Theater's current 
production of lhe hit broadway musical A Chorus Line. 

The brillance of A Chorus Line is its ability to 
display many personalities wilh zest and remarkably fresh 
anoeal. 

Thursday through Saturday performances begin at 8 
p.m. Sunday's matinee showing starts at 2:30. 
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Campus Features 
'Night on Strand' dance - a Victorian delight 
By MICHAEL MURPHY 
Managing Editor 

Amid the Victorian splendor of the Strand in 

Galveston, College of the Mainland's "Night on the 
Strand" spring dance was held Saturday, March 5, at the 
Tremont House. Hosted by the Srudent Activities Board, 
the dance was a pleasant experience for all. 

Party people Michael Ridlin, (left) Kathy Ridlin, Karen Murphy and Michael Murphy at COM's 
"Night on the Strand" dance March S. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

The antique surroundings and the dim lighting brought 
to mind a gaslit evening in old Galveston. 

An excellent buffet was furnished, featUTing a rather 
eclectic mix of eggrolls, fried mozarclla sticks and tacos. 

The night was not quite perfect. however. The modest 
turnout was disappointing, and the only thing stiff about 
the drinks was the price. These were only minor points, 
though. 

Due no doubt to the disappointing turnout, the crowd 
was initially somber and reserved. The music, provided 
by "On the Town" (Tom Gotley), was geared toward the 
crowd's mood. It was left to a select few to change 
things. Reluctant dancers were treated to spirited 
renditions of the chicken dance (don't ask), the California 
grape conga llne, and the always popular worm dance. 
These uninhibited displays of primordial frenzy served to 
loosen up the crowd. 

Halfway through the evening, SAB member Kim 
Lindley stepped up to the microphone to announce the 
winner of the grand prize drawing for a night at the 
Tremont House. The winner was - surprise - Kim 
Lindley, who apologized profusely for the coincidence. 

Overall, the night was an enjoyable experience. It's 
too bad more people (students and faculty alike) dln't find 
the time to support these functions. They might just find 
out how much fun they actually are. 

Did you know? 
"The squeaking wheel doesn't always get the 

grease. Sometimes it gets replaced." - Vic Gold 

Choirs schedule fund-raiser for Hill Country tour 
By STACY GILBERT 
Staff Reporter 

The Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference presented a 
student recital at College of the Mainland Feb. 24. 

Students from COM and other schools participated in 
the recital held in the Fine Arts Buildings. 

The recital featured Carlton Hines, director of Voice at 
Texas Southern University, as the guest artist. 

The purpose of GCIC is to promote and encourage 
amateur intercollegiate activities. GCIC is involved in 
fine arts, mathematics. natural science. engineering and 

occupational education. 

COM has new police chief 
By CYNTHIA L.KLAES 
Staff Reporter 

"My door is open to all," announced Robert 
Meyer.new police chief at College of the Mainland. 

Meyer ,who filled the seat as director of Campus 
Police and Safety, 

Feb.21,strongly encourages students.staff and faculty 
to become acquainted with COMs five police officers and 
two security guards. 

Meyer feels his officers perform well in their 
occupation and added proudly, nThey hold an equally 
important achievement of life, an education." 

COM's police are certified trained peace officers and 
most have completed at least 400 hours of academy 
training. 

The new police chief earned a master's degree in 
criminal corrections from Sam Houston· State 
University.Huntsville.in 1985,and he was employed there 
as a lieutenant for the last 5 l/2 years. 

Meyer.who is in temporary quarters in the area, has 
lived in Huntsville for the past 71/2 years. 

The choirs' are scheduling fundraising events March 
through May to pay for a tour of the Texas Hill Country 
planned for May 14-17. 

The choirs First Annual Talent Show held March 4 
was the first of the fundraising events planned to raise 
money for the tour which includes stops in Austin. San 
Marcus and San Antonio. The COM Chorale and the 
New .Jerusalem Baptist Church Choir of Galveston, gave 
guest performances. 

Men, 17 and older, are invited to sign-up for the 
choirs' Mr. Bay Area Cont.est. The men will compete in 
casual wear, active wear, swimsuits or shorts with 
tank-top, and evening wear. The winner will be awarded 

COM student Patrick Williams of the Pal 
Williams Quartet, performs with his band in 
the Student Center Feb. lS. The band 
presented a tribute to jazz great Miles Davis 
at the invitation of COM's Black Student 
Union. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

a trophy and the first runner-up will receive a plaque. If 
there are enough entries, second and third runners-up will 
be chosen. 

The COM Chorale has been select«! to perfonn in the 
Houston International Festival April 9. 

The Gulf Coast Regional Choir Festival will be held 
at COM May 6 ·and 7. High school students from 
Oklahoma, Louisiana and Texas will participate. This 
festival replaces one that wM held at Sca-Arama before 
Hurricane Alicia damaged their facilities. 

Recently Hope Shiver, director of the choir, applied 
with Maryann Urick, director of physical education, to 
start a booster organization for the choir. The 
organization will be called the COM Vocal Music Club. 

Quartet pays tribute 
to jazzman Davis 

By MARK KENNEDY 
Staff Rt;porter 

At the invitation of College of the Mainland's Black 
Student Union , the Pat Williams Quartet presented a 
tribute to Miles Davis in the Student Center Feb. 25 
during the College Hour. · 

· 1be members of the quartet are the nUCleus of a larger 
jazz group from Hou:S.ton called the Fifth Ward Express. 

Williams said the group decided to do a tribute to 
· Davis because: "He does the kind of music, the jazz, that 

we would be playing. And we better do it now while he's 
still alive because it's not going to do him any good 
when he's dead, you know. n 

Accompanying Williams, who plays the trumpet. were 
Richard Waters on drums, Rhonda Bursor on piano and 
Terry Thomas on bass guitar. 

The quartet competed heavily with the murmur and 
cl31Tlor of COM's cafeteria audience. except during the 

' Davis classic arrangements or "Footprints" and "Walkin'." 
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Campus Security 
is easier to rea-eh 
By KEVIN FRICKE 
Starr Reporter 

Have you ever arrived late for a class at College of the 
:Mainland, and just as you hurriedly slam your car door, 
you realize your keys are still in the ignition? 

Would you feel safer on campus knowing someone is 
always ready to help in an emergency? The Security 
Office at COM wants you to know that they are ready, 
willing and able to help in any situation. 

Toward this end the Security Office has just made it 
easier for you to reach an officer at all times. Secwity 
can always be reached dming college hours by calling the 
switchboard and asking for Security. 

If the switchboard is closed, Security can be reached 
after college hours by dialing (409) 938-1238. The 
Security Office has recently installed an answering 
machine to receive messages during off-hours, and 
whenever Secwity personnel are not in the office. Use 
the answering machine when you can't reach Security 
through the switchboard. 

Security officers also are now equipped with beepers 
for emergencies. If you ever need to reach an officer when 
you're at home, simply dial (409) 766-2528 and wait for 
the tones, then dial your number and hang up. When 
calling outside the 409 area code, be sure to enter your 
area code before your number. 

Any time you are on campus and need Security, dial 
766-2528, wait for the tones, then dial your extension 
and hang up. 

Upon being paged, the available security guard will 
go to the nearest phone and call you back. 

Security guards arc available on campus to serve and 
protect students, faculty and staff, and they want to make 
sure that everyone knows how to reach a guard whenever 
n:ax,d 

So, the next time you see your keys dangling inside 
your locked car with no help in sight: Who you gonna 
call? 
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Monica Killingsworth, lab assistant for Dr. Kervin Seller's chemistry 
classes, tests a nammable solution designed to burn at a very cool temperature. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

COM programs featured on cable 
BERTA 0. BRAGG 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland airs at least two events per 
month on Storer Cable through the community access 
channel. ... 

This winter shut-ins and couch potatoes enjoyed events 
and concerts, video taped at COM earlier last year, via 
cable television. 
Other programs aired in December included Cesar Cha

vez's talk on dangerous pesticides used on produce in 

America, and COM Chorale's concert, The Messiah. 
During January area viewers were treated to Sparky Koer
ner and the COM Jazz Ensemble, and watched a local 
panel discussion on drugs aimed at high school and col
lege athlct.cs, Play For Today, Win For Tomorrow. 

The college programs can be seen on cable Channel 22 
in Texas City, LaMarque, Hitchcock and Sante Fe on 
weekdays at 9 am. and at 5:30 p.m. In League City and 
Dickinson, the programs are broadcast at 11 a.m. and at 
7 p.m. 

Childhood incest often leaves severe emotional scars 
By EMILY WILLIS 
Staff Reporter 

Did you know that one out of every three men and 
women were victims of child sexual abuse and still 
suffer emotionally as a result? 

Sexual intercourse usually comes to mind when 
sexual abuse is metioned, but it can include verbal 
molestation, fondling and exhibitionism. The long-term 
effects of child sexual abuse can be devastating. 

Adults, abused as children, may seek help when 
they begin to experience dissatisfactions with 
relationships, depression, problems with self-esteem, and 
increased feelings of guilt and shame, as well as sexual 
problems, social worker Jeannie Roy, who led the 
Brown Bag Seminar on child abuse, said. 

The Jan. 21 seminar held at College of the Mainland 
featured two women who told of their sexual abuse as 
ch il 'drenand their need for effective therapy. 

Alice (fictitious name ) related, "I was physically, 
sexually and emotionally abused by my father from the 
time I was 9 until I was 16." 

The first assault happened while she was with her 
father in the living room and the rest of the family was 
in the kitchen. He began by fond.Jing her breasts and 
body, saying, "don't tell anybqdy." 

Alice shared a bedroom With her sister and remembers 
her dad waking them up for school after their mother left 
for work. "I was so scared at this time in my life, but I 
wanted my father's love and aucntion," Alice said, adding 
that eventually she began going to his bedroom in the 
mornings. 

.. 

She also recalls her father taking her to the woods 
near their house. "I always knew what he was going to 
do. That awful taste in my mouth, I wanted to vomit and 
I was choking, gasping for air," Alice said. She 
remembers pleading: "I don't like this daddy," and his 
response, "You'll love it baby." 

When it was over, nhe would put on his other face 
and we would go back to the house as if nothing 
happened," she said. 

When Alice lost SO pounds her mother took her to 
the doctor. "The doctor seemed unconcerned and told my 
ffiother there was nothing w~ong with me. "When she 
begged for help he referred them to the Mental Health 
Institute where her counseling began. 

Now Alice is married and feels her husband is very 
supportive. They have no children. 

Mary (fictitious name), the youngest of three girls, 
described her family as being "surrounded by illness." 
Her father was an alcoholic and one of her sisters always 
was sick. "I felt my whole family focused on illness, and 
I felt very alone," Mary, who appeared older than Alice, 
said. "I was an A student in school, but felt like dirt." 

Mary was happy when the sister who was never sick 
got married because then she got a long-wished-for 
brother. But a few weeks aft.er the marriage, 13-year-old 
Mary's brother-in-law began talking "dirty" to her. 

On trips to the drive-in movie he would fondle her 
while her pregnant sister went to the bathroom. And he 
also looked for other opportunities to be alone with her, 
Mary said. 

"He was so clever, he always came and got me to help 
him milk the cows, and just had to go down to the meat 

• 
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freezer with him. I was continually feeling guilty and 
ashamed." 

Mary finally told her mother what was happening, 
but when her mother confronted the brother-in-law, he 
promptly denied a11 accusations. Then Mary's mother 
told her to keep quiet and the abuse continued for nine 
more years until Mary got marrie.d. 

Mary, ,who is now in therapy and has been to support 
groups for the last year, recently left her husband of 16 
years. "He physically and emotionally abused me the 
whole time." 

"My mother and other sister are dead now. I have nev
er confronted my brother-in-law, and if I tell my sister 
(his wife) I risk losing the only family member I have 
le[~" Mary said tearfully. 

"I hate and love my mother:" she said, then added, 
"My 14-year-old daughter is in therapy after being raped. 
It's very hard to cope." 

The Family Service Center, which provided the 
speakers is financed by United Way and other non-profit 
groups. The center, which has three locations, Galves
ton, Texas City and Dickinson, offers counseling for in
dividuals as well as families. 

If child sexual abhsc is suspected it should be reported 
to the police or to Child Protective Service, Roy said. 
The infonnant is promised his anonymity. 

Roy said 75 percent of the offenders involved. in child 
sexual abuse are known to the child. It takes a lot of 
concrete evidence before a conviction can take place and 
therapy, rather than a conviction, is the usual outcome, 

• she concluded. 
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Campus Features 
'Night on Strand' dance - a Victorian delight 
By MICHAEL MURPHY 
Managing Editor 

Amid the Victorian splendor of the Strand in 

Galveston, College of the Mainland's "Night on the 
Strand" spring dance was held Saturday, March 5, at the 
Tremont House. Hosted by the Srudent Activities Board, 
the dance was a pleasant experience for all. 

Party people Michael Ridlin, (left) Kathy Ridlin, Karen Murphy and Michael Murphy at COM's 
"Night on the Strand" dance March S. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

The antique surroundings and the dim lighting brought 
to mind a gaslit evening in old Galveston. 

An excellent buffet was furnished, featUTing a rather 
eclectic mix of eggrolls, fried mozarclla sticks and tacos. 

The night was not quite perfect. however. The modest 
turnout was disappointing, and the only thing stiff about 
the drinks was the price. These were only minor points, 
though. 

Due no doubt to the disappointing turnout, the crowd 
was initially somber and reserved. The music, provided 
by "On the Town" (Tom Gotley), was geared toward the 
crowd's mood. It was left to a select few to change 
things. Reluctant dancers were treated to spirited 
renditions of the chicken dance (don't ask), the California 
grape conga llne, and the always popular worm dance. 
These uninhibited displays of primordial frenzy served to 
loosen up the crowd. 

Halfway through the evening, SAB member Kim 
Lindley stepped up to the microphone to announce the 
winner of the grand prize drawing for a night at the 
Tremont House. The winner was - surprise - Kim 
Lindley, who apologized profusely for the coincidence. 

Overall, the night was an enjoyable experience. It's 
too bad more people (students and faculty alike) dln't find 
the time to support these functions. They might just find 
out how much fun they actually are. 

Did you know? 
"The squeaking wheel doesn't always get the 

grease. Sometimes it gets replaced." - Vic Gold 

Choirs schedule fund-raiser for Hill Country tour 
By STACY GILBERT 
Staff Reporter 

The Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference presented a 
student recital at College of the Mainland Feb. 24. 

Students from COM and other schools participated in 
the recital held in the Fine Arts Buildings. 

The recital featured Carlton Hines, director of Voice at 
Texas Southern University, as the guest artist. 

The purpose of GCIC is to promote and encourage 
amateur intercollegiate activities. GCIC is involved in 
fine arts, mathematics. natural science. engineering and 

occupational education. 

COM has new police chief 
By CYNTHIA L.KLAES 
Staff Reporter 

"My door is open to all," announced Robert 
Meyer.new police chief at College of the Mainland. 

Meyer ,who filled the seat as director of Campus 
Police and Safety, 

Feb.21,strongly encourages students.staff and faculty 
to become acquainted with COMs five police officers and 
two security guards. 

Meyer feels his officers perform well in their 
occupation and added proudly, nThey hold an equally 
important achievement of life, an education." 

COM's police are certified trained peace officers and 
most have completed at least 400 hours of academy 
training. 

The new police chief earned a master's degree in 
criminal corrections from Sam Houston· State 
University.Huntsville.in 1985,and he was employed there 
as a lieutenant for the last 5 l/2 years. 

Meyer.who is in temporary quarters in the area, has 
lived in Huntsville for the past 71/2 years. 

The choirs' are scheduling fundraising events March 
through May to pay for a tour of the Texas Hill Country 
planned for May 14-17. 

The choirs First Annual Talent Show held March 4 
was the first of the fundraising events planned to raise 
money for the tour which includes stops in Austin. San 
Marcus and San Antonio. The COM Chorale and the 
New .Jerusalem Baptist Church Choir of Galveston, gave 
guest performances. 

Men, 17 and older, are invited to sign-up for the 
choirs' Mr. Bay Area Cont.est. The men will compete in 
casual wear, active wear, swimsuits or shorts with 
tank-top, and evening wear. The winner will be awarded 

COM student Patrick Williams of the Pal 
Williams Quartet, performs with his band in 
the Student Center Feb. lS. The band 
presented a tribute to jazz great Miles Davis 
at the invitation of COM's Black Student 
Union. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

a trophy and the first runner-up will receive a plaque. If 
there are enough entries, second and third runners-up will 
be chosen. 

The COM Chorale has been select«! to perfonn in the 
Houston International Festival April 9. 

The Gulf Coast Regional Choir Festival will be held 
at COM May 6 ·and 7. High school students from 
Oklahoma, Louisiana and Texas will participate. This 
festival replaces one that wM held at Sca-Arama before 
Hurricane Alicia damaged their facilities. 

Recently Hope Shiver, director of the choir, applied 
with Maryann Urick, director of physical education, to 
start a booster organization for the choir. The 
organization will be called the COM Vocal Music Club. 

Quartet pays tribute 
to jazzman Davis 

By MARK KENNEDY 
Staff Rt;porter 

At the invitation of College of the Mainland's Black 
Student Union , the Pat Williams Quartet presented a 
tribute to Miles Davis in the Student Center Feb. 25 
during the College Hour. · 

· 1be members of the quartet are the nUCleus of a larger 
jazz group from Hou:S.ton called the Fifth Ward Express. 

Williams said the group decided to do a tribute to 
· Davis because: "He does the kind of music, the jazz, that 

we would be playing. And we better do it now while he's 
still alive because it's not going to do him any good 
when he's dead, you know. n 

Accompanying Williams, who plays the trumpet. were 
Richard Waters on drums, Rhonda Bursor on piano and 
Terry Thomas on bass guitar. 

The quartet competed heavily with the murmur and 
cl31Tlor of COM's cafeteria audience. except during the 

' Davis classic arrangements or "Footprints" and "Walkin'." 
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Campus Security 
is easier to rea-eh 
By KEVIN FRICKE 
Starr Reporter 

Have you ever arrived late for a class at College of the 
:Mainland, and just as you hurriedly slam your car door, 
you realize your keys are still in the ignition? 

Would you feel safer on campus knowing someone is 
always ready to help in an emergency? The Security 
Office at COM wants you to know that they are ready, 
willing and able to help in any situation. 

Toward this end the Security Office has just made it 
easier for you to reach an officer at all times. Secwity 
can always be reached dming college hours by calling the 
switchboard and asking for Security. 

If the switchboard is closed, Security can be reached 
after college hours by dialing (409) 938-1238. The 
Security Office has recently installed an answering 
machine to receive messages during off-hours, and 
whenever Secwity personnel are not in the office. Use 
the answering machine when you can't reach Security 
through the switchboard. 

Security officers also are now equipped with beepers 
for emergencies. If you ever need to reach an officer when 
you're at home, simply dial (409) 766-2528 and wait for 
the tones, then dial your number and hang up. When 
calling outside the 409 area code, be sure to enter your 
area code before your number. 

Any time you are on campus and need Security, dial 
766-2528, wait for the tones, then dial your extension 
and hang up. 

Upon being paged, the available security guard will 
go to the nearest phone and call you back. 

Security guards arc available on campus to serve and 
protect students, faculty and staff, and they want to make 
sure that everyone knows how to reach a guard whenever 
n:ax,d 

So, the next time you see your keys dangling inside 
your locked car with no help in sight: Who you gonna 
call? 
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Monica Killingsworth, lab assistant for Dr. Kervin Seller's chemistry 
classes, tests a nammable solution designed to burn at a very cool temperature. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

COM programs featured on cable 
BERTA 0. BRAGG 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland airs at least two events per 
month on Storer Cable through the community access 
channel. ... 

This winter shut-ins and couch potatoes enjoyed events 
and concerts, video taped at COM earlier last year, via 
cable television. 
Other programs aired in December included Cesar Cha

vez's talk on dangerous pesticides used on produce in 

America, and COM Chorale's concert, The Messiah. 
During January area viewers were treated to Sparky Koer
ner and the COM Jazz Ensemble, and watched a local 
panel discussion on drugs aimed at high school and col
lege athlct.cs, Play For Today, Win For Tomorrow. 

The college programs can be seen on cable Channel 22 
in Texas City, LaMarque, Hitchcock and Sante Fe on 
weekdays at 9 am. and at 5:30 p.m. In League City and 
Dickinson, the programs are broadcast at 11 a.m. and at 
7 p.m. 

Childhood incest often leaves severe emotional scars 
By EMILY WILLIS 
Staff Reporter 

Did you know that one out of every three men and 
women were victims of child sexual abuse and still 
suffer emotionally as a result? 

Sexual intercourse usually comes to mind when 
sexual abuse is metioned, but it can include verbal 
molestation, fondling and exhibitionism. The long-term 
effects of child sexual abuse can be devastating. 

Adults, abused as children, may seek help when 
they begin to experience dissatisfactions with 
relationships, depression, problems with self-esteem, and 
increased feelings of guilt and shame, as well as sexual 
problems, social worker Jeannie Roy, who led the 
Brown Bag Seminar on child abuse, said. 

The Jan. 21 seminar held at College of the Mainland 
featured two women who told of their sexual abuse as 
ch il 'drenand their need for effective therapy. 

Alice (fictitious name ) related, "I was physically, 
sexually and emotionally abused by my father from the 
time I was 9 until I was 16." 

The first assault happened while she was with her 
father in the living room and the rest of the family was 
in the kitchen. He began by fond.Jing her breasts and 
body, saying, "don't tell anybqdy." 

Alice shared a bedroom With her sister and remembers 
her dad waking them up for school after their mother left 
for work. "I was so scared at this time in my life, but I 
wanted my father's love and aucntion," Alice said, adding 
that eventually she began going to his bedroom in the 
mornings. 

.. 

She also recalls her father taking her to the woods 
near their house. "I always knew what he was going to 
do. That awful taste in my mouth, I wanted to vomit and 
I was choking, gasping for air," Alice said. She 
remembers pleading: "I don't like this daddy," and his 
response, "You'll love it baby." 

When it was over, nhe would put on his other face 
and we would go back to the house as if nothing 
happened," she said. 

When Alice lost SO pounds her mother took her to 
the doctor. "The doctor seemed unconcerned and told my 
ffiother there was nothing w~ong with me. "When she 
begged for help he referred them to the Mental Health 
Institute where her counseling began. 

Now Alice is married and feels her husband is very 
supportive. They have no children. 

Mary (fictitious name), the youngest of three girls, 
described her family as being "surrounded by illness." 
Her father was an alcoholic and one of her sisters always 
was sick. "I felt my whole family focused on illness, and 
I felt very alone," Mary, who appeared older than Alice, 
said. "I was an A student in school, but felt like dirt." 

Mary was happy when the sister who was never sick 
got married because then she got a long-wished-for 
brother. But a few weeks aft.er the marriage, 13-year-old 
Mary's brother-in-law began talking "dirty" to her. 

On trips to the drive-in movie he would fondle her 
while her pregnant sister went to the bathroom. And he 
also looked for other opportunities to be alone with her, 
Mary said. 

"He was so clever, he always came and got me to help 
him milk the cows, and just had to go down to the meat 

• 
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freezer with him. I was continually feeling guilty and 
ashamed." 

Mary finally told her mother what was happening, 
but when her mother confronted the brother-in-law, he 
promptly denied a11 accusations. Then Mary's mother 
told her to keep quiet and the abuse continued for nine 
more years until Mary got marrie.d. 

Mary, ,who is now in therapy and has been to support 
groups for the last year, recently left her husband of 16 
years. "He physically and emotionally abused me the 
whole time." 

"My mother and other sister are dead now. I have nev
er confronted my brother-in-law, and if I tell my sister 
(his wife) I risk losing the only family member I have 
le[~" Mary said tearfully. 

"I hate and love my mother:" she said, then added, 
"My 14-year-old daughter is in therapy after being raped. 
It's very hard to cope." 

The Family Service Center, which provided the 
speakers is financed by United Way and other non-profit 
groups. The center, which has three locations, Galves
ton, Texas City and Dickinson, offers counseling for in
dividuals as well as families. 

If child sexual abhsc is suspected it should be reported 
to the police or to Child Protective Service, Roy said. 
The infonnant is promised his anonymity. 

Roy said 75 percent of the offenders involved. in child 
sexual abuse are known to the child. It takes a lot of 
concrete evidence before a conviction can take place and 
therapy, rather than a conviction, is the usual outcome, 

• she concluded. 
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Campus Sports/Interviews 

Cycle clubs offer 
diversion athletic 

By RON BERTOTHY 
Photography Editor 

Your bicycle could be 
your passport to fun with 
the arrival of warm spring 
weather. 

Whether you are an avid 
cyclist with the latest hi· 
tech. ultra-lightweight 
equipment or someone 
who simply goes on shon 
rides on a departmcnt
store-quality 10-speed, 
there is a club in the area 
that would be right for 
you. 

"We don't do any racing," JSC Bicycle club president 
Chris Marsh told lnterCOM. The Johnson Space Center 
club is open to all levels of riders and College of the 
Mainland studenrs are welcome to join. 

"Rides vary from IO-mile orientation rides to 200-
kilometer events," Marsh said. JSC holds rides every 
Saturday and Sunday as close as Clear Lake and Galves
ton, and as far away as Brookshire and Huntsville. Since 
the JSC is basically a touring club, they have camp outs 
and parties according to Marsh. 

If bicycle riding by itself is not enough, !hen the Bay 
Area Triathlete News may be the place 10 rum to. Triat.h
lctc competitions involve swimming. bicycling and run
ning in the same event 

Although Lhc bicycling portion is very much a race. 
1raditional racing practices such as drafting will get an in
dividual disqualified accof(ling to Eslhec Ellis of BAT. 

"It's more an aerobic event." Ellis told lnlerCOM. "It 
allows you to train in three sports." Training involves 
conditioning the body to strive for an even pace over 
long distances, according to Ellis. 

BAT members compcle in triathlons in other parts of 
Texas as we11 as local events. 

The swimming portion of the competition is held in
doors during the winter months but will soon be moving 
outdoors. An open-water swim event is planned for Clear 
Lake Park in June. 

Aspiring bicycle racers should contact Wolf pack. This 
club panlcipaLCS in United States Cycling Federation rac
es and is open to riders of all abilities as long as lhcy are 
serious according to pres ident Mike Summer. 

"Our total function is to train ·riders for racing," Sum
mer told lnierCOM. Wolf pack is one of lhc few racing 
clubs which trains novice racers as we11 as top national 
racers according to Summer. The only requirement Ka 
willingness to give a large amount of effort to the train
ing. Members train five to seven days per week traveling 

150 to 400 miles. 
Wolfpack members are trained under the direction of 

Jose Louis Tellec, who is currently the Mexican Olym
pic cycling coach. 

The Club promotes some of lhe largest races in the 
country such as the Hardy Toll Road Bicycle Classic 
coming to Houston this summer with over $25,000 in 
cash and prizes. Swnmer cautioned COM srudents not to 
be intimidated, "There is a place for everybody in Wolf
pack." 

For more information on these clubs contact: Esther 
Ellis, BAT, (713) 334-1101; Chris Marsh, JSC, (713) 
481-6757; Mike Summer, Wolfpack, (713) 480-5201; or 
Ken J'.aschall, Wolf pack. (713) 326-4303. 
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Spring heats up intramural program 
By MICHAEL MURPHY 
Managing Editor 

1be spring . intramural season is underway with the 

basketball and volley ball leagues halfway through and 
water polo gearing up for an early April start 

The basketball league has featured many exciting. 
closely contested games, with the games on March 10 
following true to fonn. 

In the fust game, a solid team effort led the Lakers 
over the Rockeis 48-45. Lewis Murphy led the balanced 
Laker attack with nine points. Pat Malone, with 15 re
bounds and Kevin Fricke with 13 boards led the Lakers 
overpowering rebounding game. The Rockets were led by 
Clifton Williams with 10 poinlS and 14 rebounds. Joey 
Townsend contributed nine points and 14 rebounds. 

The second game featured a battle of the two fust 
place teams. with the Commies toppini the JR's 56-51. 
Zoe Hayward's 18 second half points helped the Com
mies overcome a seven point halftime deficit. Hayward 
finished wth 22 points and 11 rebounds. Jerry Bryant 
scored 14 points for the Commies while Tim Harris con
tributed IO rebounds. The /R's were led by Nate Cole
man's 24 points. Sherrill Ellison added 16 points and 
nine rebounds to the JR's cfforsts. 

Basketball league games are planned in the COM gym 

• 

at 3 and 4 Thursday afternoons. 
The volleyball league is going strong, but is stilJ 

open for students to sign up. Right now. the league is 
instructional, with novice players receiving tips on how 
to improve lheir games. This will soon evolve inlO a 
competetive league, with four teams facing one another 
on a scheduled basis. 

Overall, Nate Coleman leads the league in scoring 
with 21.9 points per game average and also leads the 
league in three point shots with 18. Jerry Bryant is sec
ond in both categories with a 17.1 ppg average and 14 
throos. 

h's a slightly closer fight on the boards, wilh Clifton 
Williams leading the league with a 16.2 rebound per 
game average. 

Volle_yball league games arc played in the COM gym 
on Monday afternoons at I and Tuesday afternoons at 4. 
Anyone interesled in joining the volley ball league 
should contact Gerald Morgan at Ext. 417. 

Water polo is still signing up players for a league 
which will start in early April. Players will be schooled 
in game fundalmentals as well as basic water safety 
before beginning league play. 

Anyone inleresled in participating should contact Tim 
Williamson at Ext. 417 before the Friday, March 25 
ooidline. 

Weights improve body, mind 
By DERRICK D. REED 
Starr Reporter 

Man's will to achieve greatness Lhrough hard work 
goes back for ages. 

Man's first strength contest was not recorded. 
However, the wager was probably substantial - ~ eilher 
killing or being killed by some prehistoric animal. 

Possibly the mosl famous of the early weight lifters 
was Milo of Crotona. 

Milo, according to.history books was one of the first 
to practice progressive weight training. He did so by 
lifting a calf several times a week. As the calf grew and 
added weight; Milo also adjusted by building his muscle 
strength until cvcnlually he was the only human strong 
enough to handle lhe fully grown beast Primitive, yet 
effective. 

Unlike most popular sports, weight training is one 
sport that is equally divided between men and women. 
There arc simply no weaknesses. The more one lifts, the 
stronger one becomes. Although there are considerable 
size diffcrcnccs, the effects oo the body are equal. 

According to College of the Mainland's physical 
education instructor, Steve Justice: "Weight training is 
more a mental than a physical aspect. I like to see 
somebody start in the beginning. and work I.he~ way 
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through the program. I see a lot of physical and mental 
changes." 

Almost all high-powered athletic programs now 
prescribe weight training as a mclhod of training for 
competition, particularly in the pre-season and 
post-season periods. 

Body builders are people whose primary interest is 
developing their physique through massive musculature 
and great definition. 

COM student and body builder, Laura Almendarez, 
says: "I want to be stronger. l don't want the idea of 
being weak, like the normal woman." She adds, "When I 
lift, I feel more independent IO do lh.ings on my own." 

h is a well-known fact that weight trainers are more 
observant, alert and have better motivation to achieve 
!heir goals than non-weight Irainers. In shon weight 
training improves lhe mental and physical aspects of 
everyday life. 

If you are the type of person who is discouraged easily 
and must sec observable gains, then weight training 
should be your cup of tea. The serious weight trainc.r can 
often measure some gains afler on1y a few short weds. 

Whalever your reasons for engaging in weight training 
whether to impress the opposite sex. improve self-esteem 
or gain satisfaction, there is one admonition: You will 
only get out of weight training what you put into it 
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Treaty approval 
slowedbydistrust 

Michael .·• .· 
Murphy · 

The papers have been signed and now the bickering 
and political maneuvering begins. The fate of the historic 
treaty to eliminate intermediate range and shorter range 
nuclear missiles, certainly the most important piece of 
diplomacy of the nuclear age, now rests with Congress. 

One would think that a document of such profound 
importance would be immediately ratified, but that 
docsn'I appear to be the case. Opposition to lhe treaty, led 
by Sen. Jesse Hchns, R-N.C., has raised lhe question of 
Soviet honesty where verification is concerned. 

The main stumbling block in the past had been the 
American insistence on "inttusive verification," which 
means on-site inspections of missile sites. The Soviets, 
under previous regimes, had slrenoously objected lo such 
inspections. Under Mikhail Gorbachev, however, the 
Soviet position on this point has been reversed. 

lt seems that some members of Congress are worrie.d 
that since the Soviets so readily gave in lo American 
demands, they must be hiding something. The feeling 
persists that "we" should have asked for more, as if we 
had the Soviets over a barrel. 

Surprisingly, tfie most vocal opponents to the INF 
treaty have been the Republican presidential candidates. 
Jack Kemp warned that "we should not rush into signing 
an agreement with the Soviet Union until we force them 
to comply with previous agreements." Pat Robertson said 
that the United States should not sign the treaty until we 
see "a rollback. a decolonization, if you will, of lhe 
Soviet empire." 

Such comments reflect the American mentality where 
the Soviets are concerned. Perhaps those in power here 
are unable to accept change, especially when dealing with 
the Soviet Union. It is apparent lhere is an air of 
fcllpwship developing in Russia, partly due to the 
pressing nood for a change in Soviet priorities. The 
Soviets have a need to divert some of their staggering 
military expenditures to social programs and industry. 
The INF treaty allows them to begin thi;: long overdue 
process. 

In lhe meantime, we must overcome our deep-seated 
prejudices and ratify the INF treaty. Perhaps then we can 
also divert much of our large military budget to more 
pressing social programs. There are things more 
important in this world than one more nuclear missile. 

The latest news from the Soviet Union is that if the 
INF treaty is ratified, the factory lhat produces missiles 

will be converted to produce baby carriages, since 
there is such a great shortage of baby products there. 
Quite a difference, isn't it? 

Well, lhe documenlS have been signed and people call 
it progress. Is it? Where is the trust between the two 
superpowers? Let me know when they come to one of 
these agrcemenlS and doo't sign anything at all. 

That will be progress. 
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Communism: Contra alternative 
By RON BERTOTHY 
Photography Editor 

The U. S. Congress has once again demonstrated their 
lack of concern about the spread of communism in 
Central America by voting against continuing military 
aid to lhe Contra freedom fighters in Nicaragua 

While Congress insists that cutting off aid may bring 
"peace" to the area there arc still a number of facts which 
contradict this. 

The most significant is that since the Contras have 
become a viable force opposing the communist 
Sandinista regime, the Nicaraguans have had to abandon 
much of their covert support of the. le ftist rebels in El 
Salvador. The Contras have had a very positive effect in 
limiting the adventurous policies of lhe Sandinistas. 

Another interesting fact is how much military 
equipment the Soviets have stashed away in Nicaragua. 

Why does a banana republic such as Nicaragua need 
500 Soviet tanks? Why do they need a fleet of the most 
sophisticated attack helicoptcn Russia produces and MiG 
fighters_ Or why do they need landing sttips capable of 
handling the largest Soviet cargo planes? Either they are 
extremely paranoid, or they plan to expon their 
revolution. 

It is inLCrcsting lhat the same congressmen who voted 
against continuing aid to the freedom fighters in 
Nicaragua are the same people who tried to prevent Col. 

Oliver North from presenting his slide presentation to the 
American public on national television during the 
lran-Conlra hearings last August. What were they afraid 
ofl Why did they try to cover up the Nicaraguan military 
build-up? 

If the Contras are removed from Central America and 
the communists in Nicaragua are allowed time lo rebuild 
and stockpile even more Soviet weapons, it will be just a 
matter of time before other countries in the region are 
taken over by left-wing factions. Mexico could very 
easily be taken over by communist forces. 

A strong military force like Nicaragua could help 
Mexican communists stage a coup. Leftists are already a 
very strong presence wilhin Mexican politics and have 
infiltrated key organizations such as labor unions. Do we 
really want a communist country on our southern border? 

Congress believes lhat if lhey appease Nicaraguan 
dictator Daniel Ortega they can bring peace to Central 
America. History has proven that this approach does not 
work when dealing with the ego of a dictator. The 
government of Great Briuiin had lhis approach with Adolf 
Hitler prior lo World War II. It didn't work then. It won't 
work now. 

Congress asserts that they are keeping us from getting 
into another Vietnam. WhiJe sending U. S. troops to 
Central America may not be prudent at this time, it is 
ludicrous to cut off aid 10 the one force capable of 
keeping the blight of communism from spreading 
throughout the Americas. 

COM Theater's A Chorus Line· touches the senses 
By FRANK A PLUSK 
Starr Reporter 

The role of the critic is to act as a liason to those who 
spe84 money for.,enen.ainment and provide objective 

' .,, ' .· 

insight when determining if a particular event merits 
attendance. 

With those two factors as my guideline, I highly 
recommend College of the Mainland Theater's current 
production of lhe hit broadway musical A Chorus Line. 

The brillance of A Chorus Line is its ability to 
display many personalities wilh zest and remarkably fresh 
anoeal. 

Thursday through Saturday performances begin at 8 
p.m. Sunday's matinee showing starts at 2:30. 
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Campus News/Editorials 

COM trio among elite in national photo contest 
By STACY GILBERT 
Starr Reporter 

Three sLUdents from Co11ege of the Mainland were 

chosen as finalists in the top 7 percent of the EighLh 
Annual Student Photography Comest They were chosen 
out of the 18,0l.."O entries that were submitted from all 
over the United Stares and. Canada. 

COM students Ron Bertothy, (left) Donna Treadwell and Garry Upton are finalists in the eight 
annual college photography contest sponsored by Photographer's Forum magazine. 

(Photo by Stacy Gilbert) 

Garry Upton, Ron Bertothy and Donna Treadwell are 
all currently enrolled in photography courses at COM. 
Even though none of their entries went on to win a cash 
prize, they were all proud to be among the finalists. 

"It's not often three students from COM make it to 
the top 7 percent," Bertothy said. 

Upton and Treadwell both submiucd three black and 
white pictures while Bertothy submiucd both color. and 
black and white photos. None of them knows which one 
of their photographs was chosen. 

Upton is from Dickinson and has had pictures 
published in The Galveston Daily News. He said he 
would like to market prints one day. maybe even print a 
book of his pictures. 

Upton said that his photography instructor, Betty 
Yancy, encouraged him to enter the contest. 

The picture of a ghostly figure in th~ November 1987 
issue of lnlerCOM was one of lhe photographs Bertothy 
submitted. He used to work for the Washington Crime 
News in Washington, D.C. 

Bertothy now lives in Seabrook and is photography 
editor of the InterCOM. 

Treadwell said she tends to shy away from contests 
but Mona Marshall, her photography instructor, 
encouraged her to compete. She became interested in 
photography when her family went on a trip to the Grand 
Canyon and she got a 35mm camera. 

One of the photos TreadweJI submitted had already 
won an award in a Bay Area photography contest. _ _ , 

Treadwell currently works for The Alvin Sun as a '1· 
sales representative. 

AU three finalists have their own darkroom at home 
which they claim helps them with their work. They all 
agreed that even jf they don't have careers in 
photography, it's still a good hobby. 

Sohn lectures on evolution of culture in motion pictures 
By ELEANOR DOWNS 
Starr Reporter 

Dr. Ira Sohn calls himself a story man. 
Sohn, who spoke at the College of the Mainland in 

March, was sponsored by the Student Activity Board and 
Social Science Continuing Education. 

While Sohn's degrees arc in physics and economics, he 
often lectures on politics. 
His interest in the evolution of popular culture lc<l 
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him to study lhe U.S. motion picture industry. 
Sohn is working on The American Movie which is 

the histOI)" of Hollywood and its films. 
In his series of three lectures Sohn explained: 1) the 

color coding of movies. 2) the "escape from hell" for the 
working class through the movies and 3) the depiction of 
women in the movies over the last 20 years. 

For instance, a red, white and blue color scheme 
connotes good conduct, hard work, doing all the right 
things or dotting the i's and crossing the t's, according to 
Sohn. 

In Overboard these values are depicted with a 
red, white and blue color scheme, Sohn explained, 
whereas, fading red, white and blue in ExJreme Prejudice 
imply fading values. 

Movies over the years have provided an ex.cellent 
escape mechanism for the working class from their 
problems, according to Sohn. 

While the third lecture was supposed to describe 
Hollywoods' attitude toward women, it was more a 
history of men's roles in films, or lhe lack of women's 
roles in films. 

At the end of Soho's lecture on women he mentioned 
that the type of roles given to women once they got 
major roles were either deprecating or dictaLOrial. 

Soho's lectures were video taped by the Audio-Visual 
DcpartmentofCOM's library. 

Did you know? 
"All change is not growth, as all movement .is 

not forward." -Ellen Glasgow 

Dr. Ira Sohn speaks out against out against 
Hollywood's treatment or women during a lee• 
lure at College or the Mainland March 1, 

(Photo by Ron flertothy) 
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Smith aims to challenge students' social values 
By Frank A. Plusk 
Starr Reporter 

Larry Smith's office walls are a collage of various 
slogans suggesting a more humane approach toward 
resolving social injustice. Prints with insightful thoughts 
ranging from Einstein and Gandhi to Cesar Chavez 
abound. You immediately conclude a sense of 
comminnent to social causes from this individual. 

Smith has been teaching at College of the Mainland 
since it first opened its doors 20 years ago. A time not . r 

too long ago that still enables him to chuckle in the 
recollection of his youth. 

"Yeah," Smith smiles, "Y cah, 1 played baseball in the 
Baltimore Orioles minor league system. We traveled quite 
a few miles by bus. Cities like Appleton, Wisconsin, and 
Stockton, California, it was a great way to see America." 

lt also served as an authentic dose of American apple 
pie for Smith. He noted an amazing amount of "Archie 
Bunkerism" taking place between white and black 
America. He detected many examples of "Social 
Darwinism" and he specifically recalls the day they 
announced the Gulf of Tonkin incident. 

Allhough playing against such eventual stars as Jim 
Palmer and Denny McClain was a thrill, baseball soon 
lost its lustre for Smith. He went on to earn his master's 
degree in history ~ Sam Houston State University in 
Huntsville. Before arriving at COM. Smith taught two 
years of high school in nearby Dickinson. 

"[ had hoped to teach at a community college from the 
beginning," Smith said. "1 was told I didn't have enough 
experience. Another dose of reality; I would comment to 

employers how Jefferson wrote the Declaration of 
Independence at 33. Then I'd say Jesus was fairly young 
and he seemed to accomplish a lot 

Smith's idealogies are reflected in the "conflict" 
approach to his history lectures. He believes this is an 
important aspect of history many individuals choose to 
ignore or neglect. · 

"Unfortunately that's one of the problems of today's 
education. From a consensus point of view its purpose is 

primarily imparting knowledge and cultural values. It 
should be a vehicle for social change, you lean one way 
or lhc other as an instructor." 

"Once you accomplish that, then get in touch with the 
students' values from a world perspective. Hopefully 
you'll inspire them to act on those convictions. Create a 

- future on the study of the past. It's like a praxis - product 

military? Do they advocate women's rights'! Are they 
anti-union'! I'm giving away my biases and identifying 
my true values. Decide on your own values and be 
socially responsible." 

Although he admits the task of stirring a student's 
convictions can be frustrating, Smith insists that his 
main objective is to encourage people to be analytical 
thinkers and challenge their views. 

"You have to disturb their "thinking," Smith beamed. 
"I don't care if they adopt my values. Brainwashing or 
indoctrination doesn't suggest room for thought and the 
ability to be aware of looking at different things. I want 
my students to articulate their perspective and think 
critically." 

You get the sense from talking to Larry Smith that 
allhough many social injustices still exist in today's 
society. you won't be able to get people to react one way 
or the other without first rattling a few cages. 

"There was this study done in which scientists hid 
sweet potatoes in the sand from 100 baboons. Turns out 
one of those baboons realized he didn't like sandy residue 
on his food. so he went to the ocean to wash it off. Other 
baboons would follow until the hundredth ape eventually 
joined the others by the waler." 

"You never know who will be that hundredth 
monkey," Smith commented."You never know when that 
one person not acting now might start an overall 
change." 

"It's rewarding getting to know the students, working 
wiLh them, thinking, growing - the interaction that takes 
place. Seeing them become more fair and compassionate 
while expanding their horizons and understanding 
democratical effects is vcl)" satisfying as a teacher." 

Larry Smith, a history teacher at College of ofrcflectionandreaction." 

Larry Smith's cause may appear inconsequential in the 
realm of national, state, or even local impact. The fact is, 
he simply chooses to commit himself Lo quality 
education. He-doesn't blush when admitting tharpersonal 
values are incorporated into his intetpretation of American 
history. It's a matter of style that reflects an enthusiasm 
which never doubts that a hundredth monkey does exist. . 

the Mainland, pauses ror a photograph in his "Maybe students might give thought to the type of 
orrice. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) employer they'd lik~ to work for. Arc they involved in th-e 

Theater director outlines program, attracts recruits 
By DERRICK D. REED 
Staff Reporter 

Arc you interested in singing or dancing? Well. 
College of the Mainland's Fine Arts Department is where 
you need to be. 

Theater director Jack Westin, known for such 
productions as On Golden Pond and Romeo and Juliet, 
says, "The department is working on new programs for 
the college all the time. but the project at this time is our 
academic theater program." The program is a training 
groW1d for young pcrfonners. 

One of the courses the program offers is Inttoduction 
to Theater, which teaches basic aspects of theatrical 

training, as well as theater history. 
"Toe Beginning Acting course," according to Westin, 

"would be better for those seeking careers in acting, as 
the class gives students more experience. Jn this course 
the student is given the opportunity to perform before a 
live audience. Students study classic and modem plays 
and view a series of films on acting." 

The Advanced Acting class is a continuation of the 
beginner's course finishing where the beginner left off, 
Westin says, "going into deeper depth." 

For the singers, the program offers a one-credit course, 
Theater Practicum. This course consists of musical and 
non-musical productions. 

Westin has been director of the COM theater 12 years 
and has been directing 25 years. He is a former director of 
Houston's Nina Vance Theater where he directed their 
all-time box-office hit, Life with Father. He also wrote 
and directed American Horse and Horseman. W~tin has 
worked with such well-known actors as Ginger Rogers. 
Robert Goulet and Barbara Eden. 

Westin received his master's degr ie in theater at the 

• 

University of Minnesota in Minneapolis and his 
bachelor's degree at MacAlester College in St. Paul, 
Minn. 

The department's second tour of New York this year 
begins March 30. It includes seeing plays, touring 
backstage at theaters and an overall sightseeing tour of 
New York. COM's technical director, Tom King, is in 
charge of the tour group. 

King, who came to COM in 1987, designs and builds 
scenery for the theater. "We're real excited to have him 
with us," Westin says. "He's active and a professional." 

Westin visits many local schools to preview their 
ootstanding student actofl<. He talks to the director of each 

school's theater department to discuss who lhe school's 
best actors are and to detennine scholarship eligibility. 
"We're working on recruiting (for COM)," says Westin. 

COM's theater department holds seven auditiOns a 
year. "Anyone is welcome to come," Westin urges. 
Auditions for the Foreigner are March 20 at 1:30 p.m. 
and March 21 at 7 p.m. 

Westin invites students seeking careers in singing or 
acting to talk with him. "Teaching at COM is one of the 
things I love best," he says. "If you enjoy your work, it 
isn't work." 

For more 'information about the Fine Arts Department 
call Ext. 221. 

I 

Several members or the cast or COM's production A Chorus Line strike a pose during the 
musical's audition scene. From ldt: Kyle Hester, Tracy Barcelona, Frank Vega, Kathy Annette, 
Jerry Miller, Melissa Morgan, Roxanne Lynne and Herbert Sc6tt. (Photo by Reggie Schwander) 
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What's Happening 
COMmencement '88 

The Spring 1988 graduation at College of the 
Mainland will be Friday, May 6, at 7:30 p.m. 

All students who will have met their graduation 
requirements prior to May 6, and who wish to participate 

in the graduation should fill out their applications before 
March 18. 

Fund-raiser set 
The Jazz Ensemble from College of the Mainland 

will perfonn al a brunch/dance at Fatima School in 

Stnaent activities calendar .. 

Tuesday, Ma,dl 22 ................................ _;.. 1-tlllplli,l ·'-'" 1A1M .set fut: 
. 7:30 p.m. ill 1>112. Coot~ . 

• • 

• 

Texas City on Sunday, April 10, from 11:30 to 2 p.m. 
This will be a fund-raiser for the American Cancer 
Society. 

Volunteer readers 
The Volunteer Literacy Project sponsored by the Adult 

Basic Education Department needs adults IO teach reading. 
The requirements include a desire to help. the ability 

IO read and write, a few hours of time and patience. 
About 27 million Americans can't read well enough IO 

fill out a job application, Id understand the lable on a 
medicine boule or IO read the ballot when voting. 

For more information call Galvesron College (409) 
763-6551 EllL 7117 or College of the Mainland (409) 
938-1211 ExL 356. 

Student back at school 
c:ontinued from Page t----------
wbeelchair lodged in wet concrete while in route to the 
library. She was tossed out, broke both legs, sprained 
her arm and was hospitalized for one week. The casts on 
her legs were removed Jan. 26, 17 weeks later. 

Though McCullough is still on pain medication, her 
injuries healed much faster than she expected. 

"I had IO drop all of my classes after the accident, 
which put me back another semester." McCullough· 
explained. 

When lnt<rCOM asked if any legal activities were 
initiated after the accident, McCullough replied, "No 
commenL" 

McCullough explained, "I suffer from a genetic disease 
called Osteogenesis lmperfecta which leaves the bones 
briule nnd ea.ruy fractured.• 

She discussed the regimen of exen:ises she has done 
since childhood. They include muscle stretching and a full 
range of motion for both legs and feet She does the 
exercises at least three times a week. 

Since 3 percent of COM students are handicapped, 
McCullougb emphasized a need for physical changes 
around campus that would assist the handicapped. 

"The showers in the gym are inadequate because there 
is a step to gel over before you can get in." McCullough 
said. The lounge in the Technical Vocational Building 
has tables with stationary benches. which prevent 
wheelchairs from getting up to the table. 

"The library is biggest annoyance." McCullough 
continued. The ftont doors need an automatic opening 
device, because lhey are too· heavy for handicapped 
students to open manually. They can maneuver getting 
inlO !lie library through the back door, but that presents 
another problem. It's very dark back there at nigbt, and 
there are usually not many other students around, 
McCullough stated. 

McCullough praised the Student Activity Board and 
Phi Theta Kappa for the support both groups offered after 
her accident. "I received so many cards and flowers, along 
with many telephone calls. 

"I love the people at COM and always feel accepted. 
The counselors and instruclOrS project an altitude that is 
positive toward the students," McCullough said. 

"My accident was just a freak thing that happened and 
probably will never happen again,• she concluded. 

Donors • give blood 
Continurd from Paie 1-----------

"A bypass sw-gery alone requires an incredible amount 
or blood," Ireland summed up. "Taking a little time out 
of your day with a minimal amount of discomfon is 
nothing compared to those people's lives hanging in the 
balance." 

For those who missed the opportunity to share the gift 
of life, the Houston Blood Center's semi-annual blood 
drive returns IO COM in the fall. 
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Art gallery exhibit features dancers 
By RON BERTOTHY 
Photography Editor 

"The title says a lot about it." photographer Jim 
Caldwell said about his exhibition at the College of the 
Mainland Art Gallery. Dances: Public/Private features 
some of Caldwell's commercial work for the Houston 
Ballet and theaters, but the majority of his work on 
exhibit is personal photographs of dancers in exotic 
lighting. 

"The dancers are very enthusiastic about this," 
Caldwell told lnterCOM. "Most of them do not get a 
chance to improvise and express themselves." He 
explained that either a choreographer or a dance master is 
present when the dancers have publicity photographs 
taken. They direct the dancers during a photo session just 
as they do for a performance. 

"They are very enthusiastic When given the chance to 
cboreogiaph themselves." he said. The dancen project a 
great deal of emotion into the phofOSlllphs which deal 
with their pascnal lives and relationships. "These are 
ftOftSlandanl portraits." Caldwell told lnterCOM. "They 
haye some drama." 

oo sp are co or, 
dancenwem p.oduced in blaokand W-

AI the opening reception on March 9, he said that the 
prints would not have the right e!Tect had they been in 
color. Caldwell uses some double and triple exposures, u 
well as spectacular ligbting, to produce an effect which 
may seem confusing at first glance; some of the 

photographs show the same person several times. 
Caldwell, a successful cornmen:ial photographer, uses 

his knowledge very effectively to make unusual shots of 
wiusual subjects work so well. The private photographs 

of the dancers not only tie together with each other but 
also wilh his CORUllffl:ial woit. 

The exhibit runs througb April 19 and may be seoo 
free of charge wee1olays belween 12:30 and 4 p.m. """"===============-

• 
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Photographer Jim Caldwell, (ldt) is assisted in bnging his exhibit Dances: P•bllc/Privat, by 
COM students Liz Anguilar and Abby Parker. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

COM participates in semi-annual blood drive 
By FRANK A. PLUSK 
Starr Reporter 

For two days last February the College of the 
Mainland Sllldent Center was transformed inro a blood 
bank. Students and facult'y were asked to volunteer pints 

COM student Donald Cook remains calm. as 
his blood is slowly pumped into a bag during 
the blood drive at COM Feb. 23 and 24. 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

• 

of blood by the Houston Blood Center staff members, and 
members of the Student Activities Board. 

According to Mobile Field supervisor, Georgia Ireland, 
the Houston Blood Center e,peaed IO receive nearly 100 
pints of blood during their semi-annual visit IO COM. By 
the end of the second day the blood drive had collected 
149 pinls of blood compared to last year's 147. 

Ireland said that she has been associated with the 
Housron Blood Center for 8 1/2 years and is encouraged 
by the number of return donors she has seen since fall 
1987-also a twCH!ay drive. 

COM is part of the large college network that the 
Housron Blood Center utilizes to meet the needs of Harris 
and surrounding counties. Even with the AIDS epidemic, 
Ireland said, there hasn't been a detectable decline in 
donors on college campuses. In fact, last year's campaign 
exceeded the 100 percent goal that was established by the 
17 hospitals the Hooston Blood Center serves. 

A great deal of precaution is taken in the screening 
process lo prevent mishaps in blood transfusions to 
accident victims or patients undcrgoiag organ transplants, 
Ireland said. : 

Ev.en though the incidence of AIDS in blood 
transfusions represents less than 2 percent of all 
documenled cases, the Houston Blood Center requires 
qucstionaires to be filled out to determine whethec the 
donor has any of the symptoms of the acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome. 

In addition IO the questionaire, a kit approved by the 
Food and Drug Admin~on is used to determine if 

• 

. ' 

there are an'y antibodies to the virus. All needles used on 
donoo; are sterile and disp,sable. 

The literature provided by the blood center staff 
members emphasiz.es the relatively painless procedure of 
donating blood. Althougb many people are squeamish at 
the sight of a needle, staff members have the professional 
expenise to reduce that initial prick inro the sensation of 
a mild pinch. Within 20 mirwtes the donor is sitting 
upright again, sharing tales or bravery with friends and 
fellow donors over cookies and orange juice. 

Each donor is given the choice IO either establish a 
bank for himself or to sponsor tlie immediate needs 9f a 
hospital patient Those wishing to donate on I.heir own 
time may do so at eight-week intervals. Mainland Center 
Hospital, corner of Palmer Highway and Highway 3, in 
Texas City. is the Houston Blood Centers outlet for the 
Texas City area. See Donors Page 8 
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What's Happening 
Cinco de Mayo 

Festival 

Next comes the Ballet Folklorico de Houston which 
will be followed with opening remarks by David L. 
Moreno, president of the COM Amigos. 

Collegeof lhe Mainland iscelebratingthe 15th anniver
sary of its Cinco de Mayo Festival Thursday, May 5, in lhe 
Student Center. Begun in 1974, lhe festival has helped 10 
forge a link between the college and the Mexican-Ameri
can community, as a symbol of the Mexican-American 
community in our midst. 

President Larry Stanley will make his inttoduclO!y re
marks at 12:45 p.m .. and will be followed by a former COM 
student. Ya Ya Ybarra, who now sings professionally. 

After that, Mary Lou Gonzales will return to the stage 
to perform until 2 p.m. with the Mexican folkloric dancers. 

The festivities begin at noon with Mary Lou GO!l7Jlles 
Y Los Gallitos in the Student Center performing mariachi 
music and Mexican folklore dances. 

The Cinco de Mayo Festival commemorates the initial 
victory of Mexican forces over the French on May S, 1862, 
which led to their eventual victory and independence in 
1867. 

Student activities calendar 
By Frank A, PIUllk In inclement weather peifolm-

Musiciansandotherperfonners will ances will be held in the Student 
pe1fwn1 ootside during College Hour Center. For more infwmalion, 
Tllt$daysandThwsdaysfrom 12:3010 co!llact Maryann Urick at (409) 
1:30 p.m. 938-1211 Ext. 418. 

College Hour Specials, Events ud Sports 

Dates - Acllvity 

Monday May 2-Friday May 6 .................. Finals week 

Wednesday, May4 ...................................... Outdoor Club meeting in Student 
Center at 7 p.m., open to an. 

Thursday, May 5 .......... - ...... _., ................ COM will eelebmte Cinco De Mayo 
all day. 

Friday, May6 ............................................ Spring commencemenL 

Saturday, May 7 ......................................... NursesPinningandStripingccremooy at 2p.m. in PE Build• 
ing. By invitation only. 

Saturday, May 14 
Sunday, May 15 ......................................... Spring Tennis Tournament set at COM tennis courts. Dead 

line for the all-weekend event is Monday, May 9. Contact 
Maryann Urick at Ext 418 for more details. Open to 
all. 

Saturday, May 14 ....................................... All day karate tournament in COM gym. Admission is free. 

Friday, May 20-
Sunday, May 22 .......................................... Outdoor Club's UpperGuadclupe River canoe trip SCL 

Tuesday, May 24 ........................................ Three on three Volleyball toumamcntatCOMgym,6p.m., 
$5 entry fee required. Deadline is May 20. Call Ext 418 
for more information. 

Friday, May 27 .............. , ............................. Sign up for Thursdey night summer volleyball leagues at 
COM gym, 8 a.m. Open 10 all. 

Monday, June 13 ....................................... lnlroduction to Water Exercise at COM pool, 6: I<HS:55 p.m. 
Admission fm,, open to all. 

Wednesday, June 22 ................................... Discover scuba diving at COM pool, 7 p.m. Class is free but 
limited 10 16 people. Deadline for registration is Tuesday, 
June 21. Open 10 all. 

Friday, Jw,e 24 ........................................... 9th Annual Moonlight Madness Fun Run at COM campus. 
Sign up by Monday.June 20,$7 porcntrant.· First and second 
place priies will be awarded. Open to All. 

Sunday June 26 ........................................... WildEdl'blesTrek, nooo,-9 p.m. Sign up by June 23. TheS6 
fee includes transportation 10 Tomball. Group will learn to 
identify edible plants and how to cook them from author 
Carmine Stahl of l'<!PJ1t1 Stahr s Wild Stl!lf COl>kbool<. Open 
to~ -

• 

.. 

File degree plan 
College of the Mainland's Division of COWJseling is 

making an all-out effort to encourage all students to draw 
up a degree plan with their help. 

Once you select a major, call Couruieling and make an 
appointment with oneof the counselors to draw up a plan 
and give your college career direction. 

For an appointment call: Althea Choates, Warren 
Dodson, Leroy August, Chester Stout or Roy Walker at 
(409) 938-121 I or (713) 280-3991. Exts. 277,295,296, 
226, 287 or 320. 

Rec outings set 
Throughout the summer months College of the 

Mainland's Recreation Department will spoosor several 
Friday outings. The events are open to all and those inter

. estedin participating should coo tact Maryann Urick at Ext 
418. Some of the trips already planned in the Houston area 
are: 

June 10-Port of Houston, lunch will be at 
Shanhai Reds Restaurant 
June IJ-Fame City Water Works 
June 24-WildlifeRanch 
July 1-Astroworld 
July S--Ridley Turties- The Strand- The Colonel 
July 22-Astros Game 
July 29-Mercer Arboretum and Botanic Gardens 

Summer registration 
Admission requirements must be completed by May 19 

in order to register for the Summer I session on May 26. 
Lateregisttation will be May 30 and 31. Summer II session 
registration is July 7 with lat.eregistration July 11. Admis
sion requirements for Summer II must be completed by 
July I. 

Desktop publishing 
A teleconference titled Education: Desktop Journalism 

FocuswillbeheldMay 5intheLRCfrom 12 to2p.m. The 
teleconference is sponsored by the Oregon system of 
higher education with a grant from the U.S. government. 

Tile conference will cover the evolution, tools of the 
trade, the impact and directions of industry. 

A panel of experts will be available to answer questions 
through a satellite-link-up. 

Picnic success! ul 
College of the Mainland's Student Activities Board 

sponsored its Bi-annual Student-Employee Picnic at Car
bide Park near Hiichcock on Sunday, April IO. 

Nearly 200 people attended the advertised festival of 
fun and frolic. Despite the LD1usually brisk winds, several 
volleyball enthusiasts enjoyed some light hearted compe
tition on the two available courts. 

Families and friends of those associated with COM also 
played soccer, croquet, softball and frisbee. Bingo was 
offered under the pavillion where both children and adults 
played for grab bags of various inexpensive treasures. 

The highlight of the day was the abundance of free bot 
dogs and soft drinks. Lines formed quickly when the 
preparation was completed. Homemade cookies and chili 
along with chips. pickles and plastic utensils furthered the 
picnic atmosphere. The food was served from 2 to 5 p.m, 

COM's SAB made every effort to incoporate family 
attendence into its spring calendar of events. The board 
was disappointed that more students and employees didn't 
take advantage of this well- planned activity. 

The picnic was an oppurtunity for students to absorb 
,ome of that tuition cxpenoe via~ of'. the =.IIJ!l. 
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Increase in student fees discussed 
By ELEANOR DOWNS 
Starr Reporter 

At the regular meeting of the Boord of Trustees of the 
College of lhe Mainland, President Larry Stanley reported 
that the 1.5 million campus enhancement program could be 
provided in several ways. 

He stated that COM could use the pay-as-you-go plan 
using money already available which would provide a very 
gradual change of the campus. 

The second alternative, he said would include raising of 
tuition. However, most of the trustees did not approve of 
this plan for raising campus improvement funds be.cause 
COM has the lowest tuition in the area and they want to 
keep it that way. 

A bond issue is a third alternative. This plan allows for 
buying while interest is low with a pay back planned over 
a period of IO to20 years. President Stanley said this would 
allow all the work to be done at one time, instead of in 
stages. 

In order to come up with a plan quickly, a commiuee 
was appointed to study the financing and report at the next 
meeting. r 

In oUier busil1ess th<> fea&ibility of an inl<ICOl)eg~ 
spons progian1 for both men and women was discussed, 
with attention being given to cost vs. income generated, as 
well as publicity for COM. 

Another factor in favor of sportS it that sports might lure 
more high school students to register at COM. 

Dr. George Beatty Jr., dean of Institutional Develop~ 
mcnt at COM, infonned the trustees of his recruitment 
efforts at area high schools already in progress. Beatty's 
program presents career opportunity information to high 
schoolers. 

Among othec incentives presented by Dr. Beatty to 
eocourage students to enroll at COM afta high school 
graduation is using CO M's facilities to display their history 
fair, and class room visits from local schools. "Once they 

Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student 
Development pauses for a photograph. 

(Photo l>y Ron llertoth}) 

come oot hete lhey want to come back," Dr. Beatty said. 
According to Dr. Beatty the Superstart Program initi

ated last summer encou,ages high school senior honor 
students to get early credits by attending COM during the 
summer before their freshman year in college. Last sum-

mer the Star Program consisted of only English. This 
summer drama and science will be added. AMACO is 
helping with the science program. 

Monica Wellington a COM student representative from 

See Increase Paae 11 

Students observe Ethnic Day 

Craig Leach and Christine Davis, dressed in their native xarb, listen to German accordion music in the 
Student Center on Ethnic Day, April 5. I.each wean the ceremonial dress of the Chickasaw American 
Indians. Day is dressed in the indigo wrap of her native Ghana, West Africa. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

Dean Bass comments on racism 
By MICHAEL MURPHY 
Managing Editor 

"I believe that there's something in the human psychol
ogy, and it's a weakness that causes people to find some
thing to tout within themselves to show that they're differ
ent or better than somebody else," remarked Dr. Dooald 
Bass, College of the Mainland's dean of Instruction and 
Student DcvelopmenL "We will use almost anything to 
show I.hat we are different than somebody else." 

Dr. Bass was commenting on racism in general after 
viewing the Racism on Campus teleconference in which 
COM participated March 22. 

"It's not just race. What about social cl~, religion, and 
geography? I'm interested in the other parts of that cmccpt 
(prejudice)." 

As dean of student affairs, Dr. Bass has striven to keep 
COM as free of racism as possible. 

"If we have people on our staff who are racists, I want 
tu know who they are. We try to look for that when we 
employ people. We want to make sure they understand 
what kind of students we have here. We try to eliminaic 
that son of thing on the front end. It's a beginning. 

"We will be employing a person soon who will work for 
lhe president (of COM) and will deal with helping our 
students and employees wulerstand racial relations. That 
pe,son will lead a program that will_deal with allegations 

of racism and will be schooled in ways to process that type 
of concern. 

"Part of that person's job will be tu try and make sure we 
get minority students 10 persist through the baccalaureate 
degree tyograrns (at a senior level university). To give 
them that little extra push that is sometimes necessary." 

While COM certainly exposes its students to a broad 
range of intellectual samplings, there are nq real minority 
study programs offered here. Minority study programs 
was one of lhe major points raised by lhe teleconfereoce. 

"I don't see where we have the flexibility to have a 
whole lot of courses in minority studies, " Dr. Bass com-

See Dun Bass Pa1e 11 

Racism discussed 
By MICHAEL MURPHY 
Managing Editor 

On March 22, College of the Mainland,partici
patcd in a national teleconference titled Racism on 
Campus: Toward an Agenda for Action. This ambi
tious program addressed the problem of racism on 
the participating campuses and their commitment to 
action. See Teleconference Pate 11 
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Campus Editorials 

Students and art instructor. James Templer (standint:), enjoy sprin1 weather at one of CO M's campus picnic tables. 
From left : Cristina Reyes, Lecia Robertson, Brian Anderson, Rosalind Ellis and Jonathan Sowell. 

Editor graduates, eyes writing career 
By FRANK A. PLUSK 
Starr Reporter 

Before the sun sets on Friday, May 6, Michael Murphy 
will enjoy his waning moments as lnterCOM managing 
editor. His participation in Collegeof the Mainland's com
mencement exercises will mark the end of a three-semester 
association with the college newspaper. 

Murphy's interest in journalism was accidental. He had 
been told by others that he had a knack for writing and that 
,talent came to fruition through a suggestion by Dr. William 
Spil1ar, chairman of Division of Arts and Humanities, 
during rc_gistration. Dr. Spillar suggested Murphy sign up_ 
for a journalism dass in the spring of 1987. 

Murphy took a se.cond journalism class during fall of 
1987 and at that time was asked to be editor, a position he 
continued in the spring. Looking back on those semesters, 
Murphy has seen many improvements in the student paper. 

.. I think we improved the graphics which eases the 
readability of the paper," Murphy commented ... And we 
focused the content on campus issues, as opposed to the 
general bull--." 

Prior to returning to college, Murphy worked as an 
illustrator for Exxon and McDonnell Douglas. Unfortu· 
nately the economic crunch and shuttle disaster made his 
position expendable. Murphy developed a talent for 
graphic arts through dabbling on his own. Although he did 
attend the Texas Academy of Art in Houston for a year, 
Murphy eventually dropped out, admiuing hedidn 't "learn 
ad-thing." 

Murphy, whose associate's degree will be English, 
plans to enroll at the University of Houston.University 
Park (Central Campus) in the fall to pursue a degree in 
professional writing. 

''I don't know what aspect of writing I might like to get 
involved with. I'm just hoping to find those answers in a 
broad atmosphere and decide from !here," Murphy state<!. 

If his involvement in activities is a ~eter of succeis, 
Murphy's future should be a bright one. He has been 
affiliated wilh COM"s recreation department, participated 
in intranuual bask:elball, worked on lhe Student Activities 
ilk 4 . ..mtJJt.:t.i. flu .:fl!f!!ll~__nt 7 "1flil4»t bolmtl 

society while maintaining a 3.93 grade point average. 
To any of those who might be leaning toward a career in 

journalism, Murphy offered the following tip on becoming 
a good edilor: 

··Be an a--- al all times. That's the only way the resl 
of the staff will respect you. Believe me, it' s true. It's the 
only way you'll get any work out of them." 

(ft should be noted that this viewpoint is not shared or 
endorsed by Astrid H. Lowery, CO M's journalism instruc
tor and InterCOM adviser.) 

When asked what his favorite memory of his studies at 
the COM will be,Murphysaid, "Graduation."That aQ.swer 
reflects an attitude he's quite emphatic about, "Don't go 
down with the system, dare IO be opinionated." 

Michael Murphy bones 11p on En11ish litw. 

• "'l·'' , ,, (Pj,Q10J>,y,!l1H1:llerltollirl-

Irritating ads 
assult senses 

By STACY GILBERT 
. Staff Reporter 

I spend several hours a week watching the television 
which means I've had the experience of viewing com· 
mercials. I don't mind seeing commercials, but I don't 
like all of !hem. 

The commercials I dislike are the ones that are set up 
for the enjoyment of simpletons. "The Studney Twins" 
who advertise pizza are an example of someone's 
stupidity. 

One reason this commercial irritates me is that the 
two actors who play the twins are a pathetic sight. 
These two men arc dressed in light blue tuxedo jackets, 
white ruffled shirts, Hawaiian shorts, tube socks and 
hightop tennis shoes. Then oo top of this, one is a 
white 5()..year-old man, while the other is a 20-year-old 
black man. 

Another commercial I dislike is the Energizer battery 
commercial that has Jacko the Energizer man. Jacko is 
an older Austrailian man in a black and yellow striped 
outfit who runs around shouting: "You can't have one of 
these without QDe of these. Oye!" Of course, this is said 
with a channing Aussie accent. 

One commercial most people, including me, enjoy is 
the "California Raisins" commercial. This commercial 
has a line of raisins singing to "Heard It Through the 
Grapevine." Everything in this commercial is made of 
clay, which is an art fonn call claymation. 

Other commercials that I like are the ones that deal 
with drugs and alcohol because they send an important 
message to the public, especially teen-agers. 

I can handle viewing commercials I dislike because 
all I have ·to is to leave the room or tum the sound 
down. But these commercials really get on my nerves 
when I hear them on the radio. Since I can't tum the 
sound off, I won't know when the program starts again, 
so I'm stuck listening to the commercial. 

The one radio commercial that irritates me to no end 
is the St.icklets Gum commercial that has someone 
attempting to imitate Cyndi Lauper's high.pitched, nasal 
speaking voice while singing. Every time I hear this 
commercial it sends chills down my spine. 

I could fill up pages naming commercials I lhink 
should be banned. But what I really want to know is 
why don't advertising agencies dismiss the small-minded 
people who come up with these commercials? 

I think commercials are a great Way to advertise 
products. But why do companies choose to present these 
commercials to the public? Do they think !he public is 
nothing but unintelligent human beings? 

Children show folk dances 
By CYNTIDA L. KLAES 
Starr Reporter 

Cliildren from the Westley Community Center in 
HOUSU"1 petfonned at College of the Mainland during 
College Hour April 14. 

"Ten youngsters demoostraled seveniI Mexican folk 
dances to a nearly full house. They danced thereseapetate, 
the rosa de plata and the jarabetapatio. 

The children ranged in age from 2 1/1. to 5 • All of !hem 
were dressed in costumes to reflect their Mexican heritage. 

Dance instnJCtor Annelia Hernandez has taught at the 
centerforthepastnineyeanandsays, "Eve,yyearthetids 
are getting better, so the teaching is getting easier." 

The group is scheduled topetfonn attheBarnaraJordan 
InstituteinHoustonlatethisyear. . , ~ ~·<, ,:.~ ·· . .'J·i 
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Spanish teacher Cruz finds 'alegria' at COM 
By CYNTIIlA L. KLAES 
Starr Reporter 

"I am proud of my language and I really enjoy teaching 
ittoothers." Alejandro(Alex)Cruz, who has been teaching 
Spanish at College of the Mainland for four semesters, 
said." As I teach Spanish, I often findmyselfleamingmore 
English." 

"While I was taking an English course here in lhe fall of 
'86, I was infonned by my instructor, Marilou Morrow, of 
a tempoouy position as a teacher's aide to Patricia Acosta 
to help teach Spanish," Cruz said enthusiastically. "I had 
never taught before so I didn't know what wonld be 
expected of me, but I thought I would give it a try, and so 
what started out to bea two.week position somehow turned 
into a pennanent position." 

"The lady whose place I took was ill. She eventually 
returned but soon after, another helper left and so that is 
how I became a pennanentassistant to Mrs.Acosta." Cruz 
explained. 

"There are three different classes we teach; the begin· 
ners, the intennc<liates and advanced. Right now I only 
teach the beginners and the intennediates," Cruz acknowl
edged. 

"When the semester first started we were teaching about 
40 students, but I lhink now we are down.to about 20. You 
can usually expect that as we move toward the end of the 

semester," Cruz said. 
"I lhink !he Spanish language is being used today more 

than evtt, more and more people are wanting to learn it 
Some of my students say they want to learn Spanish 
because they sometimes vacation in Mexico and want robe 
able to understand and communicate with others," Cruz 
said. "Othets say !hey work wilh the public and it helps to 
know a little Spanish while others say they want to learn it 
just to learn it. Whatever !he reason, I am lulppy just to be 
able to teach them." 

Cruz was born in Mexico, where he lived for 15 years. 
He auendc<I North East University in Tampico (City) , 
Tamaulipas, where he completed six months in science 
communications. He now resides in Galveston. 

Cruz has had a second OCCUJ>ltion for !he past three 
years as a maintenance man at the Key Largo Resort Hotel 
in Galveston. 

'"'lbe majority of the maint,nance men and housekeep. 
crs that work at the hotel are Mexicans and most can only 
speak Spanish. I, too, usually speak Spanish while I am 
there, but because I am one of the few persons that can 
speak English and Spanish, I am often called upon to help 
translate ro some of !he Spanish speaking guests or persons 
coming into the hotel," Cruz stated. 

"When I am able to help out in such situations, it always 
gives me a happy yet proud feeling of myself and the fact 
that I can speak two different languages and !hat I am able 
to help is satisfying." 

- .,., 
Students from College of tbe Mainland participated in the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference's Sports Day at 
Galveston College April 14. Pictured are softball and raquetball team members representing COM. Front row 
from left: Cassandra Briscoe, Randy Pirkle. Middle row from left: Austin Watkins (raquetball), Patricia Smith, 
Mary Anne Waer, Gerald Morgan, Kellie Banda, Tony Rodriguez. Back row from left: Joe Gatine, Mike Collins, 
Frank Schurwon (raquetball). Softball team members not pictured: Mike Howard, Ron Stone and Dee Ellis. 

Super students prepare for summer 
By LISA MAJOR 
Starr Reporter 

College of the Mainland will hold its second Summer 
Superstart program June 6 through July 15, according to 
Ouida Garber, English coordinator at COM. Seniors and 
qualified juniors from local high schools are eligible for 
this program. 

In order to qualify, a student must meet one of the 
following requirements: a score of 24 on ACT, 1,000 on 
SAT, or rank in the top 20 percent of their high school 
class, Garber said. In some C3Se.$, however, a strong recom
mendation from a teacherorcounselormay admit a student 
to the program. 

Students will take eithec a college level English or 
chemistry credit course lasting six weeks. Morning ses
sions will consist of regular course work, while afternoons 

wi~ ~ ~t-~i9C for,:qe14 trjp_s ~4.0!l·~pus -~l'CllJi~ .. 
acUVIties, Garber elaborated. ,r., .,.,,.-~.' :,,,: ,en : r ··:·., 
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Last swnmer, such field trips included excursions to lhe 
DeMenil yallery, !he Houston Museum of Fine Arts and 
the Alley Theater, Garber related. Students also took canoe 
rides on !he Armand Bayou, visited Texas A&M Univer
sity at Galveston and participated in art studio work: wilh 
.the help of James Templer.an art instructor at COM. 

All students chosen for the Superstart Program receive 
scholarships to cover all student fees and books, Garber 
explained. Field trips and other activities are included in 
the scholarships. 

According to Garber funding comes from COM Presi
dent Larry Stanely's fund. 

Students intereste.d in this program may speak to Jess 
Olive, science coordinator; Dr. Don Bass, dean of Instruc
tion; Oui<la Garber, English coordinator; and Brett Jarrett, 
English initructor. 

Students may also_ obtain information from their high 
school counselors and teachers as well as from handoulS 

• ""< •. 
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Dean Bass -Continued from Pace I 

mented. "We can certainly look at what we teach in the 
context of history, economics. world literature, Cl" special 
topics in English and add knowledge other than majority 
culture based. These types of curricular changes would be 
healthy. 

AEducation is the key. If you're educated, you're not 
stupid. You may be ignorant of cenain things, but you1l 
strive to fmd out about iL That way you'll understand am! 

have-grcaur sensitivity - other people. 
"We have this (lllCism) teleconference on tape and it 

will be available at the library for anyone who wants to 
watch it It's educational. I learned something.• 

Campus unrest over racial issues has been on the rise 
lately. On lhe smface, il would appear that COM does not 
have the problems that many other campu.ses have dealt 
with. 

"We have our problems, I won't deny that," Dr. Bass 
conceded. "I believe we have very poor minority employ
ment in part·time faculty. We have some divisions where 
we have no minorities. We have to ilDprove our record 
there. I'm not satisfied we've looked hard enough yet. 

"Racism is real, there's no doubt about that in my mind. 
We're not only talking about violence and emotional 
incidents, we're talking about differential treatment, IOO. 
There's no cure, it11 be coped with rather than cured. I'll be 
long dead before they even come close tocuringil Unfor· 
tunately, we all will." 

lncreaSeP----Continued from Pace I 

Human Unity Group (HUG) infonnc<I the trustees of 
International Month at COM. This included an interna
tional dress-up day oo April 5 wilh a Gennan band playing 
in the Studeot Center during College Hour, and a perfonn
ance by children from Wesley Community Center who 
sang on April 14 during the College Hoor. 

Teleconference 
-----------<..ontinue4 from Page I 

The teleconference was divided into three segments. 
The first segment dealt with historical and contemporary 
perspectives on campus racism. Segment two dealt with 
case studies, most notablyracial incidents at the University 
of Michigan at Ann Amor, Mich. Segment three tlealt with 
JX)sitive programs for progress. 

A panel discussion, moderated by Bob Petty, a reporter 
from WLS-TV/ABC in Chicago, was held after each seg
ment 

Anyone who missed the presentation can view a video-

·rape· otthe' tel~~ :~ -~~~1; r ':1~v: ... ,~::~;~ 
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Modern misconceptions fuel AIDS panic 
By MARK KENNEDY 
Staff Reporter 

"Whatever condition develops because of AIDS, the 
outcome is always the same. This person dies." The 
quote comes from AIDS: A Guide for Sruvival. The 90 -
page pamphlet is published by the Hlltlis County Medical 
Society and The Hoosron Academy of Medicine. 

"Like nuclear war or cancer. AIDS casts a shadow all 
Americans live under," the pamphlet cont<nds. 

Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome is the primary 
health hazard of the world. North America and Africa have 
been hit especially hard by the disease. 

Since the fust confumed case of AIDS in 1981, more · 
thaR 1.5 million Americans have been infected with the 
AIDS virus called the Human Immunodeficiency Virus or 
mv. 

Americans, however, have a dangerously irresponsible 
attitude toward the disease. This altitude stems mainly 
from the fact that AIDS hit the homosexual commu.,ily 
first in this country. AIDS has been labeled a "gay" 
disease. But it is not a gay disease alone; it is a disease 
that can kill anyone it infects. 

Why the disease hit the homosexuals so hard in this 
country is vinually unknown. In search of• "Typhoid 
Mary" for AIDS, some theorists suggest that the first 
confirmed case in the United States was diagnosed io a 
homosexual airline stewa!d from Canada. He brought the 
disease from Haili and spread it 10 cities oo his flights 10 
New York City. San Francisco and Houston. Other 

theories suggest that the disease came from Africa. No 
one is absolutely sure. 

However AIDS got started, the homosexual 
community has been devastated. Intiavenous drug users 
were hit just as hard sometime later. Hemophiliacs and 
other transfusees also have been heavily infected. The 
bisexual community helped the disease invade the 
heterosexual community. 

The virus is spread in a number of ways. Any and all 
sexual contact may spread AIDS. Vaginal, anal, 
oraJ/genital and oral/anal sexual contact can infect either 
partner. 

Blood, semen and vaginal fluid carry lhe virus from 
one partner to the other. 

Sharing dirty needles among intravenous drug users 
causes blood-to-blood contamination. 

Mothers can pass the virus to their babies during 
pregnancy and breastfeeding. 

Tattoo ncedl~ razors and toothbrushes can pass the 
virus if shared with an infected person. 

With the numerous means by which lhe disease is 
b'allSlniued, AIDS cannot be called a homosexual disease. 
In fac~ U.S. Surgeon General C. Evereu Koop recenOy 
reported that the disease is now spreading fastest among 
intravenous drug abusers. 

In Galveston County, 16 eases of AIDS were repor1ed 
in 1987, according ro Jim Hilron, Sexually Transmitted 
Disease Program manager for the Galvesron County. 

Hilron reportS that almost half the cases in the couoty 

have oecwred in married heterosexuals. 
Hillan also warns, along with most others in the 

health or medical profession, that "risky bchavi-0<" most 
be curbed ro stop the sp,ead of AIDS. They urge the use 
of a latex condom with a ...-.nnicide called nonoxynol-9 

during sexual int.ercourse..It must be worn throughout the 
entire act or else the condom is useless for protection 
against AIDS. Even the proper use of a condom is no 
guarantee for protection. 

1be person who is infected with the mv does not 
necessarily have AIDS. The disease affects people in 
stages. A person can be infected and show no symproms 
of .AIDS. Mild symptoms of AIDS show a ·condition 
known as AIDS Related Complex or ARC. The 
full-blown or AIDS condition is the last stage. Severe 
depression of the immune syslem and general ill health 
results in death in the AIDS stage. For reasons not yet 
known, a person may stay in the first two stages 
indefinitely. 

There is no cure or vaccine for AIDS and few see hope 
for one. There are, however, lrealments for AIDS patients 
that can extend their lives. 

Some suggest that another problem with AIDS is that 
tl,e disease is as costly as it i, lucrative. Whal the disease 
costs patients for trealment - if they can afford it - and 
what the public pays in taxes for government research and 
health c_are, is offset by the growing number of jobs in 
the medical field, and the pofiteering of drug deveiopc,:s. 

One nurse went so far as to say. "As long as we have 
AIDS, I have a job." 

Urbina shares enthusiasm for Latin - American history 

Dr. Manuel Urbina, professor of American and Latin 
American history at COM, relax.es in bis office. 

(Pboto by Ron Bertothy) 

By USA MAJOR 
Stair Reporter 

"Sharing bits of information I have acquired through the 
yean in reading. research and travel is what I like most 
about teaching," Dr. Manuel Urbina said. 

Whatkeeps Dr. Urbina enthusiastic about teaching are 
students who are motivated and thrilled la have lh.e oppor
tunity of an education. Such students stand out in his mind 
according to Dr. Urbina. who has been an instructor at 
College of the Mainland for 20 years. 

Dr. Urbina earned his bachelor's degree in 1%2 from 
Howard Payne University in Brownwood. and later at
tended the University in Brownwcxxl. He then attended the 
University of Texas in Austin where he earned his master's 
degree in 1%7. He taught for four years al COM and then 
returned to the University of Texas and earned his doctor- ·' 
ate in 1976. 

Dr. Urbina teaches history of Latin America and Ameri
can history courses. He enjoys teaching Latin American 
history more than any other course. 

To augment his curriculum, Dr. Urbina shares rare 
photos, books and money with his students. After collect
ing for 20 years from rare antique shops in the interior of 
Mexico, Dr. Urbina is able to bring his students closer la 
that time period. This helps him give students a break from 
straight lectures and allows them to become involved with 
hisiory. 

Outside of teaching, Dr. Urbina has acted as translator 

for six programs he has produced foe Channel 2. Topics 
discussed include an Interview with Mrs. Pancho Villa 
about her husband, one of the two major leaders in the 
Mexican revolution. Dr. Urbina elaborated in the televi
sion prograin on the Mexican revolution from the point of 
view of Pancho Villa and his activities. He also did an 
interview with Mrs. Emiliano Zapata about her husband, 
the second of the two major leaders of the Mexican revo
lution. 

In another program Dr. Urbina explored the fact that the 
Mexican Revolution is the foundation for the relationship 
between Mexico and the United States. In yet another 
program he covered Mexican-American relations in mod
ern times. 

"In addition to teaching duties. I have found it to be very 
rewarding that I was able to create a bridge between the 
college and the Mexican-American community in the 
college district," the professor said. 

Dr. Urbina organized the COM Amigos in 1974 ro 
promote Mexican-American events on campus. "The end 
result of this has been an effective establishment of a highly 
successful Cinco de Mayo festival on campus." 

The festival is held May 5 and inc1udes folk dancing and 
mariachi music. Festival goers also will have the opponu
nity to sample native Mexican food such as tacos and 
enchiladas. · 

This year's celebration will mark the 15th anniversary 
of the Cinco de Mayo (which means 5th of May) festival 
and the establishment of the COM Amigos. 

COM host Pancho Villa veterans' November reunion 
By LISA MAJOR 
Starr Reporter 

College of the Mainland will host a reunioo of Pancho 
Villa veteransoo Nov. 20. Men who rode with Villa from 
1910-1917 will gather at COM for what may be the f,rst 
and only reunion in the United Stat.es of the remaining sur
vivors of the fust revolution of the 20th century. 

"Five years have been spent sean:hing for the last 
survivors of the Mexican revolution, who presently reside 
in the United. ~," ~ Dr. ~pet Urbina, evpt 
organiu, and hislllry professor at COM. 

"After they have been located, an in-depth, two-hour 
video interview will be done to authenticate their being true 
veterans of the Mexican Revolution," Dr. Urbina said. 

Up to the ~t. 11 veterans have been located, Dr. 
Urbina related. They reside throughout the nation from Los 
Angeles IO New York City and range in age from 88 IO 91. 
Given their advanced age, this may be the ooly national 
reunioo bcld in the United States, and therefore every effort 
is being made to give this historic event the widest possible 
coverage. 

The fllSt partial reunion was held in HOllSIOn hi Augusi 

• 

1987 and received coverage from all three Houston televi
sion stations, as well as national coverage by ABC Radio 
News. United Press International Associated Press and 
USA Today, Dr. Urbina said. In addition, newspapers from 
San Antonio, Houston, El Paso, Tucson, Ariz., Los Ange
les, Calif., New York. Oklahoma City, Okla., and Mexico 
City covered the event. 

The partial reunion in August was limited to veterans 
residing in Texas, Dr. Urbina concluded. It was held in 
pn:p11111tion for the national reunion that will be he)d at 
COMonNovember20. . ·,;.r_-, , 1 .1 ·. 1 )·, 
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Ignorance has 
lethal impact 
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Rapists may be committing even more crimes than 
they intend They may have committed themselves la a 
slow, miserable death and will no doubt be responsible 
for the deaths of people they've never even seen. 

In March a known prostitute in Galveston was ab
ducted and raped by four men . The woman has AIDS. 
Now the alleged rapists may be infected and are possibly 
passing on this legacy to their sexual panners or their 
intravenous drug-using buddies. 

The prostitute rold Channel 11 oews reporter, Currin 
Snipes, a day or so after the offense oeeuned, that she 
didn't tell the men that she had the AIDS virus because 
she was afraid that they might shoot her in retalialioo. 
She also said that she wasn't IIICJCfY that they might die 
with the dreal disease. "They brought it on themselves. 

" According ro reports the woman was chopped off on 
Boulevard Avenue, Galveston's seawall, where she then 
flagged a passing police omca ro rq,on the ou:w1ence, 
but refused IO f.Ie chaiges. 

One of the frightening aspects of this situation is that 
the woman reponedly still worts as a prosliblte in this 
island resort city. 

How many cnsromers has she in the past exposed ro 
this fatal virus? And who will innocently become her 
next victim? . 

Experts claim that condoms may be helpful in slow
ing down the transference of this incurable disease. The 
problem, however, is that not all people believe it can 
happen to them, so they don't use protection. Such as 
the four rapists who are still at large. 

There is a disease we all must help fight before we 
can control the sp,ead of AIDS. It is called igoorance. 

The cure for ignorance is simple, but the cure won't 
take without everyone's deliberate participation. 

People make jokes about AIDS and other stressful 
topics just to make them easier to deal with emotional
ly. But there are those people who aren't joking - just 
tak(ng very lighOy a very real and-grave concern ro us 
all. 

Many say they are sick and tired of reading and hear
ing about AIDS. But we can't stop trying to infonn the 
public because there are those, believe it or not. who are 
continuing to delude themselves about their immorta1ity. 
This delusion could cost someone we know or love their 
life - despite their innocence - like emergency or medical 
personnel carrying out their duties. 

The odds against anyooe avoiding the disease dimin
ish as the number of infected continues to grow. 

Encourage those who endeavor to communicare accu
rate infonnation. even though you've probably heard it 
all before. It's obvious that there are many people, snch 
as these four rapists and the prosliblte, who haven1 heard 
it well enough. 

TNSA helps COM student 
College of the Mainland's Texas Nursing Student Asso

ciation helped raise money to sponsor a student to a 
national convention in Pittsburg, Penn., April 6-10. 

TNSA-COM Chapter spoosored Vanessa Mitchell, a 
COM nursing Slodenl 10 go 10 the Naliooal Student Nurse 
Convention called Breakthrough ro Nnrsing. 

Mi Jc hell and other nnrsing students solicited donatioos 
from local hospitals and clinics. Dr. Red Duke, prominent 
Houston surgeon, conlributed $25 IO Milehell. 

MiJchell auended meetings and seminars at the Pius
burg coovention oo issues that affect the future of nnrsing. 
She is expecled ro rq,on on the oonvenlioo before the end 
of the spring semester. · 
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Letters to the editor 

Dr. Hubisz questions monkey business 
Dear Editor, 

One of the important aspecrs of the editor's job is 
ro see IO it that nonsense is oot promulgated and 
another is that information is accurate. The 
/nr,rCOMofMarch 1988 has an article "Smith aims 
to challenge students' social values" that promotes 
nonsense and has an error of facL 

Specifically, let me reproduce two consecutive 
paragraphs: 

"There was this study done in which scientists hid 
sweet potatoos in the sand from 100 baboons. Tums 
out one of those baboons realized he dido 't like sandy 
residue on his food, so he went to the ocean to wash 
it off. Other baboons would follow until the hun
dredth ape eventually joined the ochers by the water." 

"You never know who will be that hundredth 
monkey." Smith commented. "You might never 
know when that one person oot acting now might 
start an overall change." 

Three students asked that I comment on the 
"hundredth monkey" idea. Normally it would have 
been difficult to track down such research from the 
s:ket.chy description given above. Does one search 
under "baboons,.. "apes." or "monkeys?" Fortu
nately, I had been asked the same questioo several 
years ago and I still had my notes. They were indeed 
mookeys, specifically, Japanese macaques. The 
food, "sweet potatoes," was not hidden in the sand. 
It. in fact, was sweet potatoes and wheat which was 
left out in lh.e open, often on beaches. 1be reasons 
were simple: the investigators wanted to keep the 
monkeys from raiding farms and they wanted to 
simplify the !ask of keeping IIBCk of the troop over 
lmgperiolhoftlme. In 19S2therewere20monl:eys 
and in 1962 lhere were 59. There never were "100 
monkeys." In 1953 an 18-month -old female did 
begin washing sweet potatoes before eating. By 
1962 36 monkeys were washing potaroes before 
eating, mostly the younger ones. An interesting point 
is that some older monkeys learned from younger 
ones. At no point was there an overall change as the 
result of one monkey's 3.ctivity. This particular re
port concerned monkeys on Koshima Island. Other 
reports on other troops on other islands also noticed 
"potato washing" by a few individuals, butneverwas 
there anything like a spontaneous "group conscious
ness" wherein all or anywhere near all monkeys 
"saw" that the activity was significant 

How does such nonsense get started? In this case 
a silly book called Lifetide by Lyall Watson. He did 
not understand his sources so he made it all up to 

Staffer wins ribbon 
By ELEANOR DOWNS 
Starr Reporter 

TheArt League of the Mainland's 1988 spring exhibit 
held at Texas City's Moore Library April 9-10 drew 32 
entries with 72 paintings in lhree catagories. College of 
the Mainland students, instructors and area residents ex
hibited oils. watercolors and drawings in three classifica
tions: professional, non-professional and beginner. 

In the professional division, Barbara Crabtree woo the 
Best of Show with an oil painting "Outside on a Snowy 
Day." Mary Lou Balcer was awarded the Grumbecher 
Silver Award with "Scenes of SaJjta Fe." 

In the nonprofessi1;mal enttie.s. Louise Kennedy's land
scapc ''The Red Bridge," Dorise Riehl 's seascape "Expect
ing Miracles" and in the general catagory "CacbIS Blos
soms" all came in first. 

The beginners' division first place ribbons went to 
Dorothy Bronnoo for her oil "Desert Sunset" and IO In1er
COM staffer Eleanor Downs' watercolor"GlassFlowers." 

. Thewinningpaintingswillbconexhibitat TexasCity's 
Moore Litnry lhlrugh the end of April. 

conform ro his own view of the way that be would 
like things IO be. "New Agen" love this sort of 
nonsense. It goes along with their anti-science, anti
inlellectual, and anti-academic approach IO real 
problems. Believing such nonsense can be danger
ous. See "Of Myths and Monkeys: A Crilical Look 
at a Theory of Critical Mass" by Maureen O'Hara in 
the January 1985 Jonrnal of Humanistic Psychol
ogy. 

ThelnterCOM article also states that "Smith has 
been teaching at College of the Mainland since it 
fust opened its doors 20 years ago." I quote also 
from a front page article in InterCOM dated April 
1987: "I.any Smith has been a hisiory teacher at the 
college for 20 yean." When I arrived Ill COM in 
1971 I.any Smith was "Director of Aduh Education 
and Community Services" and even as late as the 
1982-83 COM catalog, he is not listed as a faculty 
member. In fact he is a relatively recent addition to 
the faculty as a result of the elimination of his 
positioo as "Associate Dean." 

Michael Mlll'p/ry 
Editorial Reply 

Yours b'uly, 
John L Hubisz 

I believe you're missing the pojnl. The story oft he 
"hundredth monkey" is a parable. The story's value 
does not lie bt ils scientific ac~uracy, but rather in the 
poilil it maku. The poilil efthe story is that there is 
always going to be that one person who transforms 
the opinion of the minority ii.lo that of the majority. 
It 1.r supposed-#J toll people to stand up for som,
thing, despUe seemingly insurmountable odds. 

Larry Smith's information did not come from the 
"silly" book Lifetide. The information., in fact, came 
from a book. called (remarkably enough) "The Hun· 
dredth Monb!y" by Ken Keyes Jr. 

As jar as scientific accuracy is concerned.I would 
like to see the sc~ntific documentation belun4 yow 
accusation that all "New Agers." are and-science, 
anti-UttellectlUU, and anli-acakmic. Are thest 
charges d.ocUJnented? 

Smith has been teaching at COM over a span oj20 
years. Hisfust two years here were spent as a history 
instructor. In 1969 he became the director of Adult 
and Continuing Education, a post he held until 1982. 
Since then Smith has been teaching history. We 
apologize for any confusion caused by this misun
derstanding.- Editor 
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COM students exhibit art gallery • 
ID 

By STACY GILBERT 
Stair Reporter 

College of the Mainland Art and Humanities Divisioo 
is hosting a srudent art exhibition in COM's art gallery 
April 14 - May 5. Each year the show is held at the end of 

the spring semestec to prerent sttl(JOnt works to the public. 
Students chose whether or not to enter the art exhibit and 

chose the works to be juried by the faculty. Selected pieces 
in this year's exhibit include, paintings, prints, engravings, 
pottery and sculptures, 

Six photography studenlli were asked to enter a suite oI 

four photographs. DoMa Treadwell's theme 1s scenes or 
abandoned objects; Barbara Yeamans, Paris cathedrals; 
Garry Upton, plants; Dogan Kortaltepek, domestic land
scapes; Julie Dasler, portraits; and Jennifer Reynolds 
scenes of Galveston. 

This year's ceramics student'!i experimented wilh more 
styles than just stonewear, according to Judy Blossman. 
Many of her students used a style called Raku which origi
nated in Japan. This technique involves heating the clay 
quickly until it becomes red hot The pottery is then placed 
in a garbage can filled with leaves or grass which catch on 
fire becauseolthe heat of the pottecy. The lid is then placed 
on the can. The pottery done this way is distinctive because 
if it is glazed the glaze will crack. The styles range from 
low-fire gla,.e to pit-fire. 

Sculptures from the three dimensional design class 
taught by James Templer are on exhibit as well as one 
sculpture from a class Blossman taught in the fall involv
ing plaster, clay and soap stooe sculptures. 

COM art students took the top awards in the Fourth 
Houston Area Jwied Junior College Student Art Exhibi
tion . The exhibitioo was held March 20-April 25 at the 
University of Houston-Clear Lake. 

. Tammy D. Burke won first place with a black and white 
photograph titled "Rackstraw Downes '88." Second place 
went to Ethel Kasbaum fo, an oil titled "Fish on Ice." Joan 
Eales took thud with and etching titled "Lily of the Night" 
Jennifer Reynolds also from COM received honorable 
mention. 

COM art students participated in the Fourth Houston Area Juried Junior College Student Art Exhibition held at 
the University of Houston - Clear Lake Mar<:h 20 - April 25. Some students who took part are: Darleen Baily, 
Jennifer Regis, Debbie Baker, Emily Fuhrhop, Scott Schrieber, Ethel Kashaum, Karen George, Gina Pruhet, 
Susan Simmons, John S7.alwinski, Tammy Burke and Jean Eales. 

Seniors count 

Health Fair held 
(Photo by Jim Higgins) 

SER helps many locate work 
By ELEANOR DOWNS 
Stair Reporter 

The second 50-Plus Health Festival held in the College 
of the Mainland gymnasium March 29drew twi~ as many 
people as the 1987 health fair. By EMILY WILLIS 

Staff Reporter 

For a long time, obstacles such as money, know-how 
and who-to-know have stymied people from finding re
warding career opportunities. GalveslOn County Opera
tion SER. Service, Employment and Redevelopment, 
came into existence to make those three things work for 
instead of against people. 

The League of United Latin American Citizens, com
mon! y known as LULAC, and the American GI Forum 
gave birLh to SER in 1965. The organization is federally 
funded by the Department of Labor. Funds arc then chan
neled to I.he state and the Houston-Galveston Arca Coun
cil. 

According to William Cruz, executive director in lhis 
area, "Most students learn about SER lhrough word.of
moul.h." He added lhat approximately 300 to 500 students 
benefit from the program each year. 

Operation SER offers a variety of programs to students. 
01Hhc-Job Training is an earn-while-you-learn program. 
SER helps students find the kind of work and/or training 
they need. SER and the employer share the cost of respec
tive program. 

The GED program, a 16-wcck, self-paced course is also 
offered through SER. After completing the program as 
well as the GED examination, the student is re$ly for a 
skills training program. · 

Clerical classes lasting 16 weeks offer ass~tance in de
veloping proficiency in keyboarding skills; spelling and 
fiU"l!, as well as bui.Jding speed and accuracy. A 22-weet 
advanced class teaches paiiiclpants how.to.operate calcu-

lators, word processors, dictation equipment and a mem-
ory typewriter. Co-sponsored by Mainland Centec Hospital and COM, 

Through counseiing guidance and financiaJ aid offered the event's slogan "Seniors Count" was shown by the large 
by SER, further schooling is available to students desiring nwnbcr of volunteers, contributors and attractions. 
vocational training. Vocational cl.asses range from the Fifteen seminars ranging from "Friendly Foot Care" to 
health care occupations to industrial education, as well as "Senior Vacations" were presented by volunteers. 
clcclronics and welding te.chnology. Physicians' booths manned by volunteers from the 

Eligibility is based on family income. Valid idcntifica- Doctor's Clinic, the Eye Clinic of Galveston and by many 
tion and evidence of income and residency are needed. other doctors and technicians included testing for blood 
Only Galveston County residents, l8 years of age and cholesteral and sugar levels, hearing and pulmonary func-
older, are eligible for the program in this area. tion, as well as oral and dental care. 

When applying, interested parties should bring with Channel 13's Melanie Lawson was a popular attraction 
them their social security card, proof of income for the last as she autographed hats and pamphlets for throngs of 
six months, and proof of address such as a driver's license seniors. 
or rent receipts stating applicants address. Proof of United Music was supplied by "Glamor Grannies" and "Harold 
States citizenship is also needed. (Pop) Grice," the one-man band from Dickinson. . 

Johnnie Edwards is the College of the Mainland contact "The An and Color of Make-up" and a "Seniors' Style 
for persons interested in operation SER. Application for Show" were also featured. Sixty door prizes donated by 
enrolling in the program is done at 815 Bayou Road in La local businesses included plants, gift certificates and appli-
Marque~ Edwardsalsohasanofficeoncampuswhereshe ances, as well as a television set · 
docs screening, interviewing and counseling for students Fresh fruit and julCe made a pleasant mid-morning 

enrolled in the program. break, and the free lunch offried chicken, black-eyed peas 
Edwards has been with SER since February and worked· and oole slaw drew many compliments. 

with the Galveston County Youth Program prior io that "I Comments overheard from tired but happy people indi-
gct a lot job satisfaction and enjoy working with the group cated their enjoyment of the festival and their pleaslll'e at 
of students I work with. I like assisting students with get- being treated to such an affair. 
ting to the point of being employable and getting on with The 1988 health festival was a well organized affair. 
their lives." Registration proceeded smoothly with adequate volun-

SER is accepting applications and interviewing students teers to make sure long Jines were nonexistant. 
interested in enrolling at COM, and c,hoosing careers. Only . Thecampuspolicedrovemany tired seniors to their cars 
alimitednumberofpositionsareavailable.lnterestedpcr- and directed other vehicles to the gym doors fo, easy 
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Garber brings varied background to teaching 

Humanities instructor Ouida Garber's easy going 
personality shows in her ready smile. 

By KEVIN FRICKE 
Stair Reporter 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

If you were to pass Ouida Garber in the hallway, you 
might be prompted to say to yourself, "This just might be 
COM's only humanities insttuctor and for good reason, 
because that's what she is." There's just something about 
her that suggests a concern for human pos~bilities and 
capabilities. 

An adjunct, who has been teaching at College of the 
Mainland for three years, Garber says it was sheer bad luck 
that brought her to this area Originally from Tulsa, Okla., 
she and her retroleum engineer husband moved to lhis area 
expecting the oil boom to continue. Unfonunately. we all 

Camaus nightmares , 

know it didn't, but her husband is one of the few who has 
held on to his job with a division of Pennzoil. 

Garber is currently working toward her doctorate in 
British literature at Rice University in Houston where she 
finds the elitist attitude a little disconcerting. 

"It's not really the institution that matters, you get out of 
your education what you put into it. I g~ I'm just 
suspicious of the trappings of knowledge." 

The daughter of an American-Indian mother and a Ger
man father, Garber finds her heritage a bit too strong to 
hand.le at times. Throw in a strong re1igious upbringing and 
- voila'- you have the recipe for a cynic. 

"Yes, I am a bit of a cynic," she admits, staling that she 
also has a strong mystic impulse that she blames on her 
mother. But because she inherited her father's cold, rational 
outlook she has never really been able to develop the 
mystic in her. and to experience the suspension of disbelief 
she feels is necessary in any metaphysical inquiry. 

"I've always been drawn to the metaphysical, but I'm 
afraid my search for my spiritual roots came up a bit 
empty." 

Garber likes to think of herself as the aberrant in a 
structured society. A frustrated flower child who missed 
the '60s growing up too late in the Midwes~ she finds 
teaching the best way to effect a change now. "Subvert 
from within," she jokes, believing in the flower child creed 
of love and compassion, while throwing in her own corol
lary for an intelligent outlook. 

She likes the structure and boredom ofEnglish literature, 
disavowing any interest in American literature and no 
interest in anything written after 1920. 

Garber is interested in the depiction of women in litera
ture, which is why she is drawn to the Victorian Era, 
because of its focus on women. She believes that a lot of the 
reasons behi~ women's rol~ from the ico~ pro
duced then. 

''Victorian literature is my area of speciality. I like the 
surface conventionality with all the quirky liule things that 
appear to be suppressed but manage to crop up in peculiar 
times and situations." 

Garber professes no interest in defining roles in society 
for either men or women, objecting to the pinning oflabels 
on people like you would a bug in a glass cue. She feels 
instead that the whole picture should emerge from the 
many facet~of every individual, instead of focusing on one 
facet and pinning labels based upon that. 

When Coke machines lead to early death 
By MARK KENNEDY visit of death. 
Campus Safety Several specific articles and a general ingestion of news 

When I read or watch the news, I try to imagine those 
events happening at College of the Mainland. I also try to 
predict the reactions of COM students and personnel to 
those events. If those events have not yet happened at 
COM, I try to come up with measures to prevent the 
more dangerous events from happening. 

A recent perusal of lhe Houston Chronicle sparked a 
hideous vision of a day at COM. 

I was walking fom Lhe COM library to the Tech-Voe 
Building alone ootwc.en classes. I heard a whistling above 
my head that got louder and louder followed by a sicken
ing, meaty smack of bones and flesh against the pavement. 
I spun around and saw a body robed in a .flight suit 
pancaked on the walkway while fragments of what ap
peared to be a video camera lay on the tributaries of blood 
seeping through the newly made cracks in the sidewalk. 

"Poor bastard," I muttered to myself. 
I continued IO the Tech building heading toward the 

snack bar. , 
When I got there a woman was getting lesty with~ large 

vending machine. It took her money and yielded no treat, 
so she rocked the machine in a fit of anger. The large 
machine toppled down on her. Her ribs blew out like a 
steel-belted radial and her skull cracked like an egg. 

The crowd at the'sriact bat-i!anicked ahd ffed this ted,nt 

• 

induced this fantasy. 
One article was about a veteran skydiver of almost 800 

iwnps who made a mistake one day. He forgot hiS 
i>arachutc. He was making the jump in order to videotape 
the feat via a camera on his helmet. He didn't even get on 
the plane with a parachute. His friends dido 't notice until 
he hit the ground at 150 mph. 

Another article was about a safety report released from 
the Pentagon. Since 1983 seven people have been k.iUed in 
the Pentagon by vending machines that have toppled down 
on them, " ... smashed fingers and hands, broken anns, 
legs, feet, ankles, pelvic bones, a1ong with punctured. 
bladders, skull fractures atid neck and throat injuries" have 
been reported. 

Since COM is lrying to decide how to appropriate about 
$1.5 million on campus improvements, I offer a cpuple of 
suggestions. 

In the interest of safety for COM students, faculty and 
staff, I suggest banning all of our 20 or so vending ma
chines and replace them with concession stands. The 
vender would then be human and theoretically safer to 
rea50n with than a 1,500 J)OlUld machine. 

I also feel the erection of a multilayer Kevlar tent 
covering the entire campus would be beneficial to all the 
ground dwellers and to my adreneline junky skydiving 
friends that iell nle they mi'gllt droll in' one <1,ty. ' "' '·' 

• 

Needless to say, she '"Ould like to see the humanities 
divisioo strengthened at COM. She feels at least two 
courses a semester should be offered, but she gets the 
feeling that this won't happen. Aftec all, there weren't any 
humanitiescoursesofferedatCOMformorethan !Oyears 
before the curriculum was resurrected with her arrival. 

Unlike most children who learned ahoutlifeand the dirty 
stuff in the streets, Garl>e< says she got her art education 
there. She never took any formal classes until her master's 
program, but after attending museums and lectures on her 
own, she found that it was something she easily absoroed. 

She comes from a family of artists on which she blames 
her predispositioo for the visual, although she .has no 
artistic inclinations of her own. 

Garber is slightly dyslexic. a condition that held her back 
until it was finally diagnosed when she was in college. 
Anyone who has taken one of her classes knows her 
penchant for getting lost in the spelling of long words. 

"I can make out the frrst and last pans of words, but the 
rest is just a blur. I read a lot faster that way because I have 
to focus on word patterns instead of the words themselves." 

She describes herself es a mass of contradictions with a 
range from coldly rational to warmly empathic. She likes 
to be precise with her co-work.as, but allows herself more 
freedom in her classes where she feels more in control. 

.. In my classes I like to encourage· studen~ to question 
and to see the value of their own ideas." She even designs 
her rests to allow students to show how much they do know 
instead of what they don't 

Garber feels that everyone should be at least intecested in 
everything and have a lively curiosity about the wend 
around them. She wants her studenlli to discover their own 
ability IO thw;.aad sbe_ liloos 1$'bing humanities tiN,111se 
it's a little bit of everything, 

She plans to continue teaching and sees teaching as her 
excuse to keep learning. She would like to be a full-time 
member of the faculty at COM, aware that until that 
happens, her funue here is uncertain. 

Finally, when asked which animal she would most like 
to be, she answered, "A sea otttt, because it's a nice life as 
loog as you don't get caught inane~ and besides, I like the 
whiskers." 

COM student Oaude Terrell works out in the 
wei1ht room In the IJM, 
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Harris dedicated to excellence in academics 
BERTAO. BRAGG 
Assistant Editor 

It's not every day that the White House telephones 
College of lhe Mainland, but on Monday, March 21, lhe 
COM switchboard operator was trying to locate a very 
busy Richard "Monte" Harris for just such a call. The 
White House finally caught up with Harris in a comput~ 
er lab. 

President Reagan called personally to congratulate 
Harris for his spirited participation in so many worth
while endeavors, in spite of his handicap. and to ask 
Harris to read a personal message from him to the Phi 
Theta Kappas at this year's National Convention in 
Washington, D.C. 

Harris came to College of lhe Mainland in 1984, af. 

Harris dispkJs medals awarded by PTK. 
(Photo by Jim Hiccins_) 

ter just having lost both his legs due to the complica
tions of diabetes. "My self-confidence was at its lowest 
when I crune here. I had to use a wheelchair to get 
around campus and this was the fifth or sixth college I 
had attended," he said. But with encouragement from 
COM English teacher Jo Ann Pevoto, his academic 
scores improved and he became convinced that he could 
do just as well as anyone. Harris now takes pride in 
maintaining a 3.65 GPA. 

Hanis gradoated from La Vega High School in Waco 
and from Abilene Christian College in 1960, where he 
majored in lhe Bible. He attended lhe United States Ma
rine Corps Institute, Maryland University, Texas A&M 
University in Galveston and Galveston College. When 
Harris graduated from College of lhe Mainland on May 
8, 1987, he received an associate's degree in applied 
science in computer data processing, a diploma in com
puter operations and another in clerical accounting. 

Harris has re-enrolled at COM and is currently wak
ing toward an associate's degree in applied science in ac
counting. 

Harris' academic standing qualified him for initiation 
into the Phi Theta Kappa honor society at COM in 
1984. He was elected vice presidentof PTK in 1985. in 
1986 he was elected president and in 1987 he became 
state president. 

"1 fell in love with learning at COM." Harris says. 
He also met his wife, Shirley Renfro, at COM who at 
lhe time was !he tteasurer of the Phi Theta Kappa, Sig
ma Delta Chapte,. The coople married in May 1987. 

Harris also serves on tho Student Advisory Council, 
and is president of !he newly organir.ed E,.-Sllldent As
sociation. 

Higb on Hanis' list of priorities, as PTK's state pres
ident, is promoting junior community colleges, PTK 
and academic excellence lhroughout lhe state, and bring
ing the "Unity In Texas" message to every campus. 
Harris has visited 21 campuses and plans to visit more. 

Not only is Harris lhe state president of PTK but at 

50, he is bolh lhe oldest and most active person to hold 
this office in I.he last 24 years. 

In February, Harris was inducted into !he PTK State 
Hall of Honor wilh lhe ribbon and medallion award cere
monies. He also received the PfK National Hall of 
Honor Award on March 26. Annually only 10 out 9f 
150,000 active PI'K members are named as inductees foi 
lhese distinguished awards. 

In addition to his scholastic achievement, Harris 
finds time for hobbies. Rabbits, paint horses. and rare 
and exotic chickens are the animals he enjoys raising and 
showing. OccasionalJy he acts as announcer or judge at 
local horse shows. He is a member of several horse 
clubs includiRg lhe American Paint Horse Association. 

Harris also is deeply concerned wilh lhe plight of 
lhe Rideley sea turtle which is rapidly becoming extinct, 
and has written various publications for the National 
Marine Fisheries in Galveston. 

Community volunteer work with organizations such 
as I.he Texas City Nursing Home Volunteers is some
thing Harris also manages to squeeze into his busy 
schedule. 

"1be people in those homes don't get many visitors 
even though they may have family," Harris says. 
"Especially on holidays, I suppose, lheir relatives arc too 
busy with friends and their own children then. So we try 
to visit on those days, when lhe loneliness is probably 
felt even more deeply. 

• After all tho surgery and therapy year.; ago, lhe doc
tors warned that I probably didn't have very long to live. 
So, I just have to take one day at a time. And 111 keep 
on going until I just can't go anymore.· 

Harris' unselfish concern for other people and ani
mals may serve as an example for people who find them
selves groaning about how µmch they have to do. It ap
pears that the less one lives for oneself, the more 
incentive there is to continue to work and grow. to en• 
joy the process to lhe fullest and to encourage others to 
dolhe same. 

New anti-smoking fervor borders on fascism 
By RON BERTOTHY 
Photography Editor 

College of the Mainland graduates entering the working 
environment will find a variety of rules and regulations 
affecting cigarette smoking. The restrictions on smoking 
originally were developed as a means of protecting non
smokers from carcinogens produced by cigarette smoking. 
The issue has since raised question concerning how much 
power should an employer hold over an employee. 

The position of the American Cancer Society, Texas 
Division, Inc. declares that "The only truly safe, effective 
and economical method of protecting individuals from 
hazardous involuntary smoking exposure is to eliminate all 
smoking at lhe worksite." The ACS urges all employers to 

create designated smoking areas as a first step to this goal. 
While a total ban on smoking anywhere on company 

·property may be viewed as harsh, there is relatively no 
argument that a company docs not have the right to enact 
such a ban. One company has taken a much more drastic 
position on the smoking issue. 

A drastic position 

USG Acoustical Products Co. of Cbieago made lhe 
news Jan.21.1987 when they announced anew smoking 
JX>licy that not only banned employees from smoking 

, anywhere<Jn,ccrnpany JlfOPOIIY, but prohibited ahem frqrn 
i.. .......... ~ .. ,- ... - •. ..-......... ,..,._,c,, ...... .,. ... ,.,. ... " .... ~ •. ··~--·~ ..... ··-.,,..,, ............. . 

smoking anywhere, including within their own homes. 
USG also made clear lhat Ibey were going to test employ
ees to ensure they do not cheat 

A number of employers already test employees for 
illegal drugs. Illegal drug testing is usually ooly carried out 
on employees who are operating heavy equipment or 
performing a job lhateould affect the safety of others. USG 
crossed the line of what many consider to be resJX>nsible 
business practice by banning employees from participating 
in a legal act and by resting to ensure that they comply. 

'A corporate big brother' 

Columnist Carl T. Rowan, a crusader for eliminating 
smoking from public places, was outraged by lhe USG 
policy which he likened to a "corporate big brother." 
Rowan blasted USG in his column in the /Joust on Post Jan. 
29, 1987 and raised lhe question of other employers ban· 
ning other activities such as sex. He concluded by labeling 
the policy "an egregious strike against our constitutional 
protections of privacy," 

Numerous attempts by lnterCOM to contact Paul 
Colitti, spokesman for USG, were unsuccessful. 

Employees have no protection 

lnlerCOM was successful, however, in obtaining an 
interview wilh Helen Gros of the American Civil Liberties 

\Jnion i~ J~us.tql),. ~~~!~~e ~~~ Wif [91pffi~~l-,9° 
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specific companies or cases, she was able to clarify some 
of lhe existing problems. Gros stated that many companies 
are creating smoking areas and banning cigarette smoking 
in wort: areas while some are banning smoking altogelher. 

"We are eoneerned about telling employees what Ibey 
can do at home," she said. Employers presently have great 
latitude in dictating things to employees. Some rules, such 
as a ban on smoking, extend beyond the workplace and 
affect the personal lives of the workers. Gros said, 
"Employers may also dictate their own concepts of per
sonal grooming to employees with rules affecting dress, 
hairlenglh and virtually anylhingelse Ibey wish to control. 

"It is unfortunate in this day and time that companies 
have such intrusive JX>licies," Gros said "Most states have 
laws which, simply put, state that if an employee does not 
like the rules at his present job he or she can quit and go 
somewhere else. These employment-at-will laws allow 
employers to get away with intrusive policies because, in 
theory, an employee can quit and find anothrz job." 

Gros does not see any legislation to protect workers in 
the near future from harsh no-smoking policies because 
unions have not even been willing to go to bat over drug 
testing policies. 

Whether or not more employers will enact tougher no
smoking policies or use their power to regulate other 
aspects of eviployees' personal lives remains unclear. 
What seems perfectly cle.ar is that employees have no 
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Shiver: Students 
need to think 
By DERRICK REED 
Staff Reporter 

"Teachers are not respected," says College of the 
Mainland's Director of Vocal Activities Hope Shiver. 
"We have lost lhe ability to think, and it's hurting us. 

Recruited by President Larry Stanley in 1981, Shiver 
says that people have stopped lhinking: "I teach music 
fundamentals and it requires thinking. I teach my students 
not to memorize material. because it's too much material 
to remember." Shiver says, "All I want is for the student 
to think." 

"Teachers are not respected today, because lhe ability 
to think is a major part of our society, and when we don't 
respect thinking; we don't respect teachers," Shiver points 
out. 
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Shiver who earned her bachelor's degree at the 
University of South Mississippi in Hattiesbmg, Miss .• 
and her master's degree at the University of Oregon in 
Eugene, Ore., believes that "the reason why we see so 
many illiterate people, is because we don't ask the 
question 'why' anymore." She continues, ~If you don't 
ever uk why. you will never learn." 

~,¥ /m"" , "' 
College of the Mainland Studio Sin&ers prepare to perform at the Houston International Festival April 9 at 
Wortham Plaza. Choir director Hope Shriver is pictured third from right. Studio Singers cOnsists of students from 
Dickinson, Texas City, Sante Fe, Hitchcock, LaMarque, Friendswood and the Clear Lake areas. 

Aside from her busy schedule at COM, and her daily 
efforts to make her sllldents think through lheir material, 
Shiver is involved in many of her own activities such as 
productions, Cmrendy, she is malcing her theater debut at 
Houston's STAGES. 

Shiver also bas a lengthy and varied list of credits to 
her naine that range from opera to USO shows. Several . 
years ago she appeared as Aldonza in COM's !heater 
production of Man of La Mancha. 

Shiver urges: "The responsibilty of learning is within 
us. No matte, what class you study. always understand 
the working system as a whole. No one teaches you 
anything, you educate yonlf." 

Graduation set 
College of the Mainland commencement exercise will 

beheld May 6at 7:30p.m. in !he Physical Education Build
ing. 

'Mr. Bay Area' 
By STACY GILBERT 
Starr Reporter 

The College of lhe Mainland choirs' Mr. Bay Area 
Contest was one of several fund-raising events planned so 
Ibey could go on a tourof lhe Texas Hill Country. Thirteen 
men between lhe ages of 7 and 38 participated in lhe pag· 
cant Eight were in the actual competition, while five were 
in the style show. 

Jim Guidry of Texas City wonlhetitleofMr. Bay Area. 
Guidry received a dinner for two compliments of the The 
Colonel In Galveston. · 

Sherrill Ellison of La Marque won lhe swimsuit compe
tition. He received tickets for two at Chorus line. 

Trophies were alsoawardedcomplirnentsof Gulf Coast 
Engraving. 

Jean Donauo, recent host of Gumby's Playhouse, was 

(Photo by Michael Hengst) 

helps fund choir 
announcer for the event. The judges were Brian Semien, 
Hitchcock; Mary Gillespie, Santa Fe; Ouida Garber of 
COMandWamnllodsonofCOM. 

The COM Studio Singers were lhe only community or 
junior college participants in tho Houston., International 
Festival. 

"I enjoyed seeing the cultures of olh!rcountries, .. Julie 
Shinn, choir member of Dickinson stated. "Overall its just 
exciting to know that I attended and was involved wilh an 
international eYent. .. 

TheCOMSingcrs, Mainland~ Sp Singers, 
area choirs and soloists performed at lhe Spring Musical 
April 24 in lhe Student Center. 

The Failh Singers, Rcxlney Fowler and lhe Backhome 
Chorus allofTexas City also performed. Adinnerwasalso 
included with the admission fee. 

The choirs hope to go on lheir tour on May 14- 17. 

Get in shape America, exercise your voting privilege 
By STACY GILBERT 
Starr Reporur 

~ have fought for lhe right to vote since lhe 

time of our forefalhetS yet only 59.9 percent of lhe 
oountry's registered voters participated in the 1984 presi
dential election. According to a state-by-state tabulation 

College of the Mainland aprenticeship student W. Geor1e Warren, center, of Teus City, recently returned 
from the State Electrical Apprenticeship Contest at El Pa50. The apprentice with Galveston Electrical Joint 
Apprenticeship and Training Program won top honors in all competitions. Pictured with Warren are 
Jimmy Jones, right, director of the JA T program for Internatio.nal Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
Local 527, and Andy Jones, coordinator of COM's Labor Studies Institute, (Photo by Jim H1ggJns) 

·, ' ·• ' .. '-" ·' ., ' . ' . 

done by .tlie ·Federal Election Coounission, 92,652,842 
votes were cast for the president out of an estimated 
173,936,000 in 1984. 

When this country was first founded only the white 
aristocrats could vote. After the Civil War notonlyblacks 
but poor whites still had obstacles like lhe poll tax, literacy 
testsandlhegrandfatherclausetoovercome. Wilh lhe 151h 
Amendment all men over 21 could vote no matt.er what 
their race, oolor or previous conditions of servitude. 

But even after the 15th Amendment women still could 
not vote. They lhen protested for lheir equal rights and on 
Aug. 26, 1920 women finally gained lhe right to vote wilh 
the passing of lhe 191h amendment 

Now all U.S. citizens 18 and over have the right to vote 
since the ratification of the 21st amendment in 1971. Alt' 
a person has to do to vote is to register and many people 
don't even do that. 

I've heard people say their vote doesn't colUlt or that
Ibey don't like any of lhe candidates, so why vote? But 
lhese are lhe first people to complain when Ibey don't like 
the candiate who won. People should vote because 
everyone's vote does cotutt, and there has to be one candi
date who is mere appealing than another. 

If more people don't exercise lheir right. lhe few who 
do vote will control the way this country is run. 

Our forefathers thought this right was important enough 
to fight for why don't we use it? 

-==Now you know==11 
"One place where you're sure to find lhe perfect 

driver is in the back seat." - Homer Phillips 
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Photographer records 
spring semester scenes 

COM shows its many faces 

The photographs on these page.5 are intended to show a 
glimpse of some of the scenes and activities which made up 
the spring semester at College of the Mainland. 

The semester ushered in the begining of some physical 
improvements to the campus; construction areas are every
where. 

People began to move outdoors as the weather became 
wanner. 'TheindooractivitiesattheStudcntCenter, which 
were the norm early in the semester, gave way to outdoor 
events. Now, most everyone is afflicted wilh spring fever. 

Althouah we face a staggering amount of distractions, 
we must somehow struggle to maintain our study habits 
jmta short while longer. Meanwhile, summer is trying to 
seduce us. 

Text and photos by Ron Bertothy, 

photograpy editor Art student C)·nthia Larwa paints a picture of ihe 
campus 

Bob Williamson, director of law enforcement training at COM, inspects cadets in the corrections program. 

Volleyball players Tracey Steen, left, .John Scott Pistone, Levada Dixon and Norman Hayes. 

Students stroll past CO M's domed athletic ttntk. 

Karate stud.ent Christopher Fidelibus, 6, puts a move 
on instructor Al Garza during a demonstration at the 
Stndtttt Cefttff. · 

Construdion areas are everywhere this semester 

Changing classes 

.. 

Taking time out from play at COM's day care center area Jessica Wesley, left, Glenn Biagas, Breanne Mobley 
and Sunny Smith 

Peter Menzel, left, and Jerry Steinhacker entertain at the Student Center on Ethnic Day. 

Ja~ Busby feeds ducks. at co~·s lab. 
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Harris dedicated to excellence in academics 
BERTAO. BRAGG 
Assistant Editor 

It's not every day that the White House telephones 
College of lhe Mainland, but on Monday, March 21, lhe 
COM switchboard operator was trying to locate a very 
busy Richard "Monte" Harris for just such a call. The 
White House finally caught up with Harris in a comput~ 
er lab. 

President Reagan called personally to congratulate 
Harris for his spirited participation in so many worth
while endeavors, in spite of his handicap. and to ask 
Harris to read a personal message from him to the Phi 
Theta Kappas at this year's National Convention in 
Washington, D.C. 

Harris came to College of lhe Mainland in 1984, af. 

Harris dispkJs medals awarded by PTK. 
(Photo by Jim Hiccins_) 

ter just having lost both his legs due to the complica
tions of diabetes. "My self-confidence was at its lowest 
when I crune here. I had to use a wheelchair to get 
around campus and this was the fifth or sixth college I 
had attended," he said. But with encouragement from 
COM English teacher Jo Ann Pevoto, his academic 
scores improved and he became convinced that he could 
do just as well as anyone. Harris now takes pride in 
maintaining a 3.65 GPA. 

Hanis gradoated from La Vega High School in Waco 
and from Abilene Christian College in 1960, where he 
majored in lhe Bible. He attended lhe United States Ma
rine Corps Institute, Maryland University, Texas A&M 
University in Galveston and Galveston College. When 
Harris graduated from College of lhe Mainland on May 
8, 1987, he received an associate's degree in applied 
science in computer data processing, a diploma in com
puter operations and another in clerical accounting. 

Harris has re-enrolled at COM and is currently wak
ing toward an associate's degree in applied science in ac
counting. 

Harris' academic standing qualified him for initiation 
into the Phi Theta Kappa honor society at COM in 
1984. He was elected vice presidentof PTK in 1985. in 
1986 he was elected president and in 1987 he became 
state president. 

"1 fell in love with learning at COM." Harris says. 
He also met his wife, Shirley Renfro, at COM who at 
lhe time was !he tteasurer of the Phi Theta Kappa, Sig
ma Delta Chapte,. The coople married in May 1987. 

Harris also serves on tho Student Advisory Council, 
and is president of !he newly organir.ed E,.-Sllldent As
sociation. 

Higb on Hanis' list of priorities, as PTK's state pres
ident, is promoting junior community colleges, PTK 
and academic excellence lhroughout lhe state, and bring
ing the "Unity In Texas" message to every campus. 
Harris has visited 21 campuses and plans to visit more. 

Not only is Harris lhe state president of PTK but at 

50, he is bolh lhe oldest and most active person to hold 
this office in I.he last 24 years. 

In February, Harris was inducted into !he PTK State 
Hall of Honor wilh lhe ribbon and medallion award cere
monies. He also received the PfK National Hall of 
Honor Award on March 26. Annually only 10 out 9f 
150,000 active PI'K members are named as inductees foi 
lhese distinguished awards. 

In addition to his scholastic achievement, Harris 
finds time for hobbies. Rabbits, paint horses. and rare 
and exotic chickens are the animals he enjoys raising and 
showing. OccasionalJy he acts as announcer or judge at 
local horse shows. He is a member of several horse 
clubs includiRg lhe American Paint Horse Association. 

Harris also is deeply concerned wilh lhe plight of 
lhe Rideley sea turtle which is rapidly becoming extinct, 
and has written various publications for the National 
Marine Fisheries in Galveston. 

Community volunteer work with organizations such 
as I.he Texas City Nursing Home Volunteers is some
thing Harris also manages to squeeze into his busy 
schedule. 

"1be people in those homes don't get many visitors 
even though they may have family," Harris says. 
"Especially on holidays, I suppose, lheir relatives arc too 
busy with friends and their own children then. So we try 
to visit on those days, when lhe loneliness is probably 
felt even more deeply. 

• After all tho surgery and therapy year.; ago, lhe doc
tors warned that I probably didn't have very long to live. 
So, I just have to take one day at a time. And 111 keep 
on going until I just can't go anymore.· 

Harris' unselfish concern for other people and ani
mals may serve as an example for people who find them
selves groaning about how µmch they have to do. It ap
pears that the less one lives for oneself, the more 
incentive there is to continue to work and grow. to en• 
joy the process to lhe fullest and to encourage others to 
dolhe same. 

New anti-smoking fervor borders on fascism 
By RON BERTOTHY 
Photography Editor 

College of the Mainland graduates entering the working 
environment will find a variety of rules and regulations 
affecting cigarette smoking. The restrictions on smoking 
originally were developed as a means of protecting non
smokers from carcinogens produced by cigarette smoking. 
The issue has since raised question concerning how much 
power should an employer hold over an employee. 

The position of the American Cancer Society, Texas 
Division, Inc. declares that "The only truly safe, effective 
and economical method of protecting individuals from 
hazardous involuntary smoking exposure is to eliminate all 
smoking at lhe worksite." The ACS urges all employers to 

create designated smoking areas as a first step to this goal. 
While a total ban on smoking anywhere on company 

·property may be viewed as harsh, there is relatively no 
argument that a company docs not have the right to enact 
such a ban. One company has taken a much more drastic 
position on the smoking issue. 

A drastic position 

USG Acoustical Products Co. of Cbieago made lhe 
news Jan.21.1987 when they announced anew smoking 
JX>licy that not only banned employees from smoking 

, anywhere<Jn,ccrnpany JlfOPOIIY, but prohibited ahem frqrn 
i.. .......... ~ .. ,- ... - •. ..-......... ,..,._,c,, ...... .,. ... ,.,. ... " .... ~ •. ··~--·~ ..... ··-.,,..,, ............. . 

smoking anywhere, including within their own homes. 
USG also made clear lhat Ibey were going to test employ
ees to ensure they do not cheat 

A number of employers already test employees for 
illegal drugs. Illegal drug testing is usually ooly carried out 
on employees who are operating heavy equipment or 
performing a job lhateould affect the safety of others. USG 
crossed the line of what many consider to be resJX>nsible 
business practice by banning employees from participating 
in a legal act and by resting to ensure that they comply. 

'A corporate big brother' 

Columnist Carl T. Rowan, a crusader for eliminating 
smoking from public places, was outraged by lhe USG 
policy which he likened to a "corporate big brother." 
Rowan blasted USG in his column in the /Joust on Post Jan. 
29, 1987 and raised lhe question of other employers ban· 
ning other activities such as sex. He concluded by labeling 
the policy "an egregious strike against our constitutional 
protections of privacy," 

Numerous attempts by lnterCOM to contact Paul 
Colitti, spokesman for USG, were unsuccessful. 

Employees have no protection 

lnlerCOM was successful, however, in obtaining an 
interview wilh Helen Gros of the American Civil Liberties 

\Jnion i~ J~us.tql),. ~~~!~~e ~~~ Wif [91pffi~~l-,9° 
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specific companies or cases, she was able to clarify some 
of lhe existing problems. Gros stated that many companies 
are creating smoking areas and banning cigarette smoking 
in wort: areas while some are banning smoking altogelher. 

"We are eoneerned about telling employees what Ibey 
can do at home," she said. Employers presently have great 
latitude in dictating things to employees. Some rules, such 
as a ban on smoking, extend beyond the workplace and 
affect the personal lives of the workers. Gros said, 
"Employers may also dictate their own concepts of per
sonal grooming to employees with rules affecting dress, 
hairlenglh and virtually anylhingelse Ibey wish to control. 

"It is unfortunate in this day and time that companies 
have such intrusive JX>licies," Gros said "Most states have 
laws which, simply put, state that if an employee does not 
like the rules at his present job he or she can quit and go 
somewhere else. These employment-at-will laws allow 
employers to get away with intrusive policies because, in 
theory, an employee can quit and find anothrz job." 

Gros does not see any legislation to protect workers in 
the near future from harsh no-smoking policies because 
unions have not even been willing to go to bat over drug 
testing policies. 

Whether or not more employers will enact tougher no
smoking policies or use their power to regulate other 
aspects of eviployees' personal lives remains unclear. 
What seems perfectly cle.ar is that employees have no 
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Shiver: Students 
need to think 
By DERRICK REED 
Staff Reporter 

"Teachers are not respected," says College of the 
Mainland's Director of Vocal Activities Hope Shiver. 
"We have lost lhe ability to think, and it's hurting us. 

Recruited by President Larry Stanley in 1981, Shiver 
says that people have stopped lhinking: "I teach music 
fundamentals and it requires thinking. I teach my students 
not to memorize material. because it's too much material 
to remember." Shiver says, "All I want is for the student 
to think." 

"Teachers are not respected today, because lhe ability 
to think is a major part of our society, and when we don't 
respect thinking; we don't respect teachers," Shiver points 
out. 
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Shiver who earned her bachelor's degree at the 
University of South Mississippi in Hattiesbmg, Miss .• 
and her master's degree at the University of Oregon in 
Eugene, Ore., believes that "the reason why we see so 
many illiterate people, is because we don't ask the 
question 'why' anymore." She continues, ~If you don't 
ever uk why. you will never learn." 

~,¥ /m"" , "' 
College of the Mainland Studio Sin&ers prepare to perform at the Houston International Festival April 9 at 
Wortham Plaza. Choir director Hope Shriver is pictured third from right. Studio Singers cOnsists of students from 
Dickinson, Texas City, Sante Fe, Hitchcock, LaMarque, Friendswood and the Clear Lake areas. 

Aside from her busy schedule at COM, and her daily 
efforts to make her sllldents think through lheir material, 
Shiver is involved in many of her own activities such as 
productions, Cmrendy, she is malcing her theater debut at 
Houston's STAGES. 

Shiver also bas a lengthy and varied list of credits to 
her naine that range from opera to USO shows. Several . 
years ago she appeared as Aldonza in COM's !heater 
production of Man of La Mancha. 

Shiver urges: "The responsibilty of learning is within 
us. No matte, what class you study. always understand 
the working system as a whole. No one teaches you 
anything, you educate yonlf." 

Graduation set 
College of the Mainland commencement exercise will 

beheld May 6at 7:30p.m. in !he Physical Education Build
ing. 

'Mr. Bay Area' 
By STACY GILBERT 
Starr Reporter 

The College of lhe Mainland choirs' Mr. Bay Area 
Contest was one of several fund-raising events planned so 
Ibey could go on a tourof lhe Texas Hill Country. Thirteen 
men between lhe ages of 7 and 38 participated in lhe pag· 
cant Eight were in the actual competition, while five were 
in the style show. 

Jim Guidry of Texas City wonlhetitleofMr. Bay Area. 
Guidry received a dinner for two compliments of the The 
Colonel In Galveston. · 

Sherrill Ellison of La Marque won lhe swimsuit compe
tition. He received tickets for two at Chorus line. 

Trophies were alsoawardedcomplirnentsof Gulf Coast 
Engraving. 

Jean Donauo, recent host of Gumby's Playhouse, was 

(Photo by Michael Hengst) 

helps fund choir 
announcer for the event. The judges were Brian Semien, 
Hitchcock; Mary Gillespie, Santa Fe; Ouida Garber of 
COMandWamnllodsonofCOM. 

The COM Studio Singers were lhe only community or 
junior college participants in tho Houston., International 
Festival. 

"I enjoyed seeing the cultures of olh!rcountries, .. Julie 
Shinn, choir member of Dickinson stated. "Overall its just 
exciting to know that I attended and was involved wilh an 
international eYent. .. 

TheCOMSingcrs, Mainland~ Sp Singers, 
area choirs and soloists performed at lhe Spring Musical 
April 24 in lhe Student Center. 

The Failh Singers, Rcxlney Fowler and lhe Backhome 
Chorus allofTexas City also performed. Adinnerwasalso 
included with the admission fee. 

The choirs hope to go on lheir tour on May 14- 17. 

Get in shape America, exercise your voting privilege 
By STACY GILBERT 
Starr Reporur 

~ have fought for lhe right to vote since lhe 

time of our forefalhetS yet only 59.9 percent of lhe 
oountry's registered voters participated in the 1984 presi
dential election. According to a state-by-state tabulation 

College of the Mainland aprenticeship student W. Geor1e Warren, center, of Teus City, recently returned 
from the State Electrical Apprenticeship Contest at El Pa50. The apprentice with Galveston Electrical Joint 
Apprenticeship and Training Program won top honors in all competitions. Pictured with Warren are 
Jimmy Jones, right, director of the JA T program for Internatio.nal Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
Local 527, and Andy Jones, coordinator of COM's Labor Studies Institute, (Photo by Jim H1ggJns) 

·, ' ·• ' .. '-" ·' ., ' . ' . 

done by .tlie ·Federal Election Coounission, 92,652,842 
votes were cast for the president out of an estimated 
173,936,000 in 1984. 

When this country was first founded only the white 
aristocrats could vote. After the Civil War notonlyblacks 
but poor whites still had obstacles like lhe poll tax, literacy 
testsandlhegrandfatherclausetoovercome. Wilh lhe 151h 
Amendment all men over 21 could vote no matt.er what 
their race, oolor or previous conditions of servitude. 

But even after the 15th Amendment women still could 
not vote. They lhen protested for lheir equal rights and on 
Aug. 26, 1920 women finally gained lhe right to vote wilh 
the passing of lhe 191h amendment 

Now all U.S. citizens 18 and over have the right to vote 
since the ratification of the 21st amendment in 1971. Alt' 
a person has to do to vote is to register and many people 
don't even do that. 

I've heard people say their vote doesn't colUlt or that
Ibey don't like any of lhe candidates, so why vote? But 
lhese are lhe first people to complain when Ibey don't like 
the candiate who won. People should vote because 
everyone's vote does cotutt, and there has to be one candi
date who is mere appealing than another. 

If more people don't exercise lheir right. lhe few who 
do vote will control the way this country is run. 

Our forefathers thought this right was important enough 
to fight for why don't we use it? 

-==Now you know==11 
"One place where you're sure to find lhe perfect 

driver is in the back seat." - Homer Phillips 
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COM students exhibit art gallery • 
ID 

By STACY GILBERT 
Stair Reporter 

College of the Mainland Art and Humanities Divisioo 
is hosting a srudent art exhibition in COM's art gallery 
April 14 - May 5. Each year the show is held at the end of 

the spring semestec to prerent sttl(JOnt works to the public. 
Students chose whether or not to enter the art exhibit and 

chose the works to be juried by the faculty. Selected pieces 
in this year's exhibit include, paintings, prints, engravings, 
pottery and sculptures, 

Six photography studenlli were asked to enter a suite oI 

four photographs. DoMa Treadwell's theme 1s scenes or 
abandoned objects; Barbara Yeamans, Paris cathedrals; 
Garry Upton, plants; Dogan Kortaltepek, domestic land
scapes; Julie Dasler, portraits; and Jennifer Reynolds 
scenes of Galveston. 

This year's ceramics student'!i experimented wilh more 
styles than just stonewear, according to Judy Blossman. 
Many of her students used a style called Raku which origi
nated in Japan. This technique involves heating the clay 
quickly until it becomes red hot The pottery is then placed 
in a garbage can filled with leaves or grass which catch on 
fire becauseolthe heat of the pottecy. The lid is then placed 
on the can. The pottery done this way is distinctive because 
if it is glazed the glaze will crack. The styles range from 
low-fire gla,.e to pit-fire. 

Sculptures from the three dimensional design class 
taught by James Templer are on exhibit as well as one 
sculpture from a class Blossman taught in the fall involv
ing plaster, clay and soap stooe sculptures. 

COM art students took the top awards in the Fourth 
Houston Area Jwied Junior College Student Art Exhibi
tion . The exhibitioo was held March 20-April 25 at the 
University of Houston-Clear Lake. 

. Tammy D. Burke won first place with a black and white 
photograph titled "Rackstraw Downes '88." Second place 
went to Ethel Kasbaum fo, an oil titled "Fish on Ice." Joan 
Eales took thud with and etching titled "Lily of the Night" 
Jennifer Reynolds also from COM received honorable 
mention. 

COM art students participated in the Fourth Houston Area Juried Junior College Student Art Exhibition held at 
the University of Houston - Clear Lake Mar<:h 20 - April 25. Some students who took part are: Darleen Baily, 
Jennifer Regis, Debbie Baker, Emily Fuhrhop, Scott Schrieber, Ethel Kashaum, Karen George, Gina Pruhet, 
Susan Simmons, John S7.alwinski, Tammy Burke and Jean Eales. 

Seniors count 

Health Fair held 
(Photo by Jim Higgins) 

SER helps many locate work 
By ELEANOR DOWNS 
Stair Reporter 

The second 50-Plus Health Festival held in the College 
of the Mainland gymnasium March 29drew twi~ as many 
people as the 1987 health fair. By EMILY WILLIS 

Staff Reporter 

For a long time, obstacles such as money, know-how 
and who-to-know have stymied people from finding re
warding career opportunities. GalveslOn County Opera
tion SER. Service, Employment and Redevelopment, 
came into existence to make those three things work for 
instead of against people. 

The League of United Latin American Citizens, com
mon! y known as LULAC, and the American GI Forum 
gave birLh to SER in 1965. The organization is federally 
funded by the Department of Labor. Funds arc then chan
neled to I.he state and the Houston-Galveston Arca Coun
cil. 

According to William Cruz, executive director in lhis 
area, "Most students learn about SER lhrough word.of
moul.h." He added lhat approximately 300 to 500 students 
benefit from the program each year. 

Operation SER offers a variety of programs to students. 
01Hhc-Job Training is an earn-while-you-learn program. 
SER helps students find the kind of work and/or training 
they need. SER and the employer share the cost of respec
tive program. 

The GED program, a 16-wcck, self-paced course is also 
offered through SER. After completing the program as 
well as the GED examination, the student is re$ly for a 
skills training program. · 

Clerical classes lasting 16 weeks offer ass~tance in de
veloping proficiency in keyboarding skills; spelling and 
fiU"l!, as well as bui.Jding speed and accuracy. A 22-weet 
advanced class teaches paiiiclpants how.to.operate calcu-

lators, word processors, dictation equipment and a mem-
ory typewriter. Co-sponsored by Mainland Centec Hospital and COM, 

Through counseiing guidance and financiaJ aid offered the event's slogan "Seniors Count" was shown by the large 
by SER, further schooling is available to students desiring nwnbcr of volunteers, contributors and attractions. 
vocational training. Vocational cl.asses range from the Fifteen seminars ranging from "Friendly Foot Care" to 
health care occupations to industrial education, as well as "Senior Vacations" were presented by volunteers. 
clcclronics and welding te.chnology. Physicians' booths manned by volunteers from the 

Eligibility is based on family income. Valid idcntifica- Doctor's Clinic, the Eye Clinic of Galveston and by many 
tion and evidence of income and residency are needed. other doctors and technicians included testing for blood 
Only Galveston County residents, l8 years of age and cholesteral and sugar levels, hearing and pulmonary func-
older, are eligible for the program in this area. tion, as well as oral and dental care. 

When applying, interested parties should bring with Channel 13's Melanie Lawson was a popular attraction 
them their social security card, proof of income for the last as she autographed hats and pamphlets for throngs of 
six months, and proof of address such as a driver's license seniors. 
or rent receipts stating applicants address. Proof of United Music was supplied by "Glamor Grannies" and "Harold 
States citizenship is also needed. (Pop) Grice," the one-man band from Dickinson. . 

Johnnie Edwards is the College of the Mainland contact "The An and Color of Make-up" and a "Seniors' Style 
for persons interested in operation SER. Application for Show" were also featured. Sixty door prizes donated by 
enrolling in the program is done at 815 Bayou Road in La local businesses included plants, gift certificates and appli-
Marque~ Edwardsalsohasanofficeoncampuswhereshe ances, as well as a television set · 
docs screening, interviewing and counseling for students Fresh fruit and julCe made a pleasant mid-morning 

enrolled in the program. break, and the free lunch offried chicken, black-eyed peas 
Edwards has been with SER since February and worked· and oole slaw drew many compliments. 

with the Galveston County Youth Program prior io that "I Comments overheard from tired but happy people indi-
gct a lot job satisfaction and enjoy working with the group cated their enjoyment of the festival and their pleaslll'e at 
of students I work with. I like assisting students with get- being treated to such an affair. 
ting to the point of being employable and getting on with The 1988 health festival was a well organized affair. 
their lives." Registration proceeded smoothly with adequate volun-

SER is accepting applications and interviewing students teers to make sure long Jines were nonexistant. 
interested in enrolling at COM, and c,hoosing careers. Only . Thecampuspolicedrovemany tired seniors to their cars 
alimitednumberofpositionsareavailable.lnterestedpcr- and directed other vehicles to the gym doors fo, easy 

',•~ •sta:Oflf(feonm:~att;;,0-,'4't4. •.y r,1,•,to, Hkh-'IH.l,.~~--.~H~ •. • ._,._.,, ····~ •O•>~•.•>l" .. ~J'l'•' 
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Garber brings varied background to teaching 

Humanities instructor Ouida Garber's easy going 
personality shows in her ready smile. 

By KEVIN FRICKE 
Stair Reporter 

(Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

If you were to pass Ouida Garber in the hallway, you 
might be prompted to say to yourself, "This just might be 
COM's only humanities insttuctor and for good reason, 
because that's what she is." There's just something about 
her that suggests a concern for human pos~bilities and 
capabilities. 

An adjunct, who has been teaching at College of the 
Mainland for three years, Garber says it was sheer bad luck 
that brought her to this area Originally from Tulsa, Okla., 
she and her retroleum engineer husband moved to lhis area 
expecting the oil boom to continue. Unfonunately. we all 

Camaus nightmares , 

know it didn't, but her husband is one of the few who has 
held on to his job with a division of Pennzoil. 

Garber is currently working toward her doctorate in 
British literature at Rice University in Houston where she 
finds the elitist attitude a little disconcerting. 

"It's not really the institution that matters, you get out of 
your education what you put into it. I g~ I'm just 
suspicious of the trappings of knowledge." 

The daughter of an American-Indian mother and a Ger
man father, Garber finds her heritage a bit too strong to 
hand.le at times. Throw in a strong re1igious upbringing and 
- voila'- you have the recipe for a cynic. 

"Yes, I am a bit of a cynic," she admits, staling that she 
also has a strong mystic impulse that she blames on her 
mother. But because she inherited her father's cold, rational 
outlook she has never really been able to develop the 
mystic in her. and to experience the suspension of disbelief 
she feels is necessary in any metaphysical inquiry. 

"I've always been drawn to the metaphysical, but I'm 
afraid my search for my spiritual roots came up a bit 
empty." 

Garber likes to think of herself as the aberrant in a 
structured society. A frustrated flower child who missed 
the '60s growing up too late in the Midwes~ she finds 
teaching the best way to effect a change now. "Subvert 
from within," she jokes, believing in the flower child creed 
of love and compassion, while throwing in her own corol
lary for an intelligent outlook. 

She likes the structure and boredom ofEnglish literature, 
disavowing any interest in American literature and no 
interest in anything written after 1920. 

Garber is interested in the depiction of women in litera
ture, which is why she is drawn to the Victorian Era, 
because of its focus on women. She believes that a lot of the 
reasons behi~ women's rol~ from the ico~ pro
duced then. 

''Victorian literature is my area of speciality. I like the 
surface conventionality with all the quirky liule things that 
appear to be suppressed but manage to crop up in peculiar 
times and situations." 

Garber professes no interest in defining roles in society 
for either men or women, objecting to the pinning oflabels 
on people like you would a bug in a glass cue. She feels 
instead that the whole picture should emerge from the 
many facet~of every individual, instead of focusing on one 
facet and pinning labels based upon that. 

When Coke machines lead to early death 
By MARK KENNEDY visit of death. 
Campus Safety Several specific articles and a general ingestion of news 

When I read or watch the news, I try to imagine those 
events happening at College of the Mainland. I also try to 
predict the reactions of COM students and personnel to 
those events. If those events have not yet happened at 
COM, I try to come up with measures to prevent the 
more dangerous events from happening. 

A recent perusal of lhe Houston Chronicle sparked a 
hideous vision of a day at COM. 

I was walking fom Lhe COM library to the Tech-Voe 
Building alone ootwc.en classes. I heard a whistling above 
my head that got louder and louder followed by a sicken
ing, meaty smack of bones and flesh against the pavement. 
I spun around and saw a body robed in a .flight suit 
pancaked on the walkway while fragments of what ap
peared to be a video camera lay on the tributaries of blood 
seeping through the newly made cracks in the sidewalk. 

"Poor bastard," I muttered to myself. 
I continued IO the Tech building heading toward the 

snack bar. , 
When I got there a woman was getting lesty with~ large 

vending machine. It took her money and yielded no treat, 
so she rocked the machine in a fit of anger. The large 
machine toppled down on her. Her ribs blew out like a 
steel-belted radial and her skull cracked like an egg. 

The crowd at the'sriact bat-i!anicked ahd ffed this ted,nt 

• 

induced this fantasy. 
One article was about a veteran skydiver of almost 800 

iwnps who made a mistake one day. He forgot hiS 
i>arachutc. He was making the jump in order to videotape 
the feat via a camera on his helmet. He didn't even get on 
the plane with a parachute. His friends dido 't notice until 
he hit the ground at 150 mph. 

Another article was about a safety report released from 
the Pentagon. Since 1983 seven people have been k.iUed in 
the Pentagon by vending machines that have toppled down 
on them, " ... smashed fingers and hands, broken anns, 
legs, feet, ankles, pelvic bones, a1ong with punctured. 
bladders, skull fractures atid neck and throat injuries" have 
been reported. 

Since COM is lrying to decide how to appropriate about 
$1.5 million on campus improvements, I offer a cpuple of 
suggestions. 

In the interest of safety for COM students, faculty and 
staff, I suggest banning all of our 20 or so vending ma
chines and replace them with concession stands. The 
vender would then be human and theoretically safer to 
rea50n with than a 1,500 J)OlUld machine. 

I also feel the erection of a multilayer Kevlar tent 
covering the entire campus would be beneficial to all the 
ground dwellers and to my adreneline junky skydiving 
friends that iell nle they mi'gllt droll in' one <1,ty. ' "' '·' 

• 

Needless to say, she '"Ould like to see the humanities 
divisioo strengthened at COM. She feels at least two 
courses a semester should be offered, but she gets the 
feeling that this won't happen. Aftec all, there weren't any 
humanitiescoursesofferedatCOMformorethan !Oyears 
before the curriculum was resurrected with her arrival. 

Unlike most children who learned ahoutlifeand the dirty 
stuff in the streets, Garl>e< says she got her art education 
there. She never took any formal classes until her master's 
program, but after attending museums and lectures on her 
own, she found that it was something she easily absoroed. 

She comes from a family of artists on which she blames 
her predispositioo for the visual, although she .has no 
artistic inclinations of her own. 

Garber is slightly dyslexic. a condition that held her back 
until it was finally diagnosed when she was in college. 
Anyone who has taken one of her classes knows her 
penchant for getting lost in the spelling of long words. 

"I can make out the frrst and last pans of words, but the 
rest is just a blur. I read a lot faster that way because I have 
to focus on word patterns instead of the words themselves." 

She describes herself es a mass of contradictions with a 
range from coldly rational to warmly empathic. She likes 
to be precise with her co-work.as, but allows herself more 
freedom in her classes where she feels more in control. 

.. In my classes I like to encourage· studen~ to question 
and to see the value of their own ideas." She even designs 
her rests to allow students to show how much they do know 
instead of what they don't 

Garber feels that everyone should be at least intecested in 
everything and have a lively curiosity about the wend 
around them. She wants her studenlli to discover their own 
ability IO thw;.aad sbe_ liloos 1$'bing humanities tiN,111se 
it's a little bit of everything, 

She plans to continue teaching and sees teaching as her 
excuse to keep learning. She would like to be a full-time 
member of the faculty at COM, aware that until that 
happens, her funue here is uncertain. 

Finally, when asked which animal she would most like 
to be, she answered, "A sea otttt, because it's a nice life as 
loog as you don't get caught inane~ and besides, I like the 
whiskers." 

COM student Oaude Terrell works out in the 
wei1ht room In the IJM, 
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Modern misconceptions fuel AIDS panic 
By MARK KENNEDY 
Staff Reporter 

"Whatever condition develops because of AIDS, the 
outcome is always the same. This person dies." The 
quote comes from AIDS: A Guide for Sruvival. The 90 -
page pamphlet is published by the Hlltlis County Medical 
Society and The Hoosron Academy of Medicine. 

"Like nuclear war or cancer. AIDS casts a shadow all 
Americans live under," the pamphlet cont<nds. 

Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome is the primary 
health hazard of the world. North America and Africa have 
been hit especially hard by the disease. 

Since the fust confumed case of AIDS in 1981, more · 
thaR 1.5 million Americans have been infected with the 
AIDS virus called the Human Immunodeficiency Virus or 
mv. 

Americans, however, have a dangerously irresponsible 
attitude toward the disease. This altitude stems mainly 
from the fact that AIDS hit the homosexual commu.,ily 
first in this country. AIDS has been labeled a "gay" 
disease. But it is not a gay disease alone; it is a disease 
that can kill anyone it infects. 

Why the disease hit the homosexuals so hard in this 
country is vinually unknown. In search of• "Typhoid 
Mary" for AIDS, some theorists suggest that the first 
confirmed case in the United States was diagnosed io a 
homosexual airline stewa!d from Canada. He brought the 
disease from Haili and spread it 10 cities oo his flights 10 
New York City. San Francisco and Houston. Other 

theories suggest that the disease came from Africa. No 
one is absolutely sure. 

However AIDS got started, the homosexual 
community has been devastated. Intiavenous drug users 
were hit just as hard sometime later. Hemophiliacs and 
other transfusees also have been heavily infected. The 
bisexual community helped the disease invade the 
heterosexual community. 

The virus is spread in a number of ways. Any and all 
sexual contact may spread AIDS. Vaginal, anal, 
oraJ/genital and oral/anal sexual contact can infect either 
partner. 

Blood, semen and vaginal fluid carry lhe virus from 
one partner to the other. 

Sharing dirty needles among intravenous drug users 
causes blood-to-blood contamination. 

Mothers can pass the virus to their babies during 
pregnancy and breastfeeding. 

Tattoo ncedl~ razors and toothbrushes can pass the 
virus if shared with an infected person. 

With the numerous means by which lhe disease is 
b'allSlniued, AIDS cannot be called a homosexual disease. 
In fac~ U.S. Surgeon General C. Evereu Koop recenOy 
reported that the disease is now spreading fastest among 
intravenous drug abusers. 

In Galveston County, 16 eases of AIDS were repor1ed 
in 1987, according ro Jim Hilron, Sexually Transmitted 
Disease Program manager for the Galvesron County. 

Hilron reportS that almost half the cases in the couoty 

have oecwred in married heterosexuals. 
Hillan also warns, along with most others in the 

health or medical profession, that "risky bchavi-0<" most 
be curbed ro stop the sp,ead of AIDS. They urge the use 
of a latex condom with a ...-.nnicide called nonoxynol-9 

during sexual int.ercourse..It must be worn throughout the 
entire act or else the condom is useless for protection 
against AIDS. Even the proper use of a condom is no 
guarantee for protection. 

1be person who is infected with the mv does not 
necessarily have AIDS. The disease affects people in 
stages. A person can be infected and show no symproms 
of .AIDS. Mild symptoms of AIDS show a ·condition 
known as AIDS Related Complex or ARC. The 
full-blown or AIDS condition is the last stage. Severe 
depression of the immune syslem and general ill health 
results in death in the AIDS stage. For reasons not yet 
known, a person may stay in the first two stages 
indefinitely. 

There is no cure or vaccine for AIDS and few see hope 
for one. There are, however, lrealments for AIDS patients 
that can extend their lives. 

Some suggest that another problem with AIDS is that 
tl,e disease is as costly as it i, lucrative. Whal the disease 
costs patients for trealment - if they can afford it - and 
what the public pays in taxes for government research and 
health c_are, is offset by the growing number of jobs in 
the medical field, and the pofiteering of drug deveiopc,:s. 

One nurse went so far as to say. "As long as we have 
AIDS, I have a job." 

Urbina shares enthusiasm for Latin - American history 

Dr. Manuel Urbina, professor of American and Latin 
American history at COM, relax.es in bis office. 

(Pboto by Ron Bertothy) 

By USA MAJOR 
Stair Reporter 

"Sharing bits of information I have acquired through the 
yean in reading. research and travel is what I like most 
about teaching," Dr. Manuel Urbina said. 

Whatkeeps Dr. Urbina enthusiastic about teaching are 
students who are motivated and thrilled la have lh.e oppor
tunity of an education. Such students stand out in his mind 
according to Dr. Urbina. who has been an instructor at 
College of the Mainland for 20 years. 

Dr. Urbina earned his bachelor's degree in 1%2 from 
Howard Payne University in Brownwood. and later at
tended the University in Brownwcxxl. He then attended the 
University of Texas in Austin where he earned his master's 
degree in 1%7. He taught for four years al COM and then 
returned to the University of Texas and earned his doctor- ·' 
ate in 1976. 

Dr. Urbina teaches history of Latin America and Ameri
can history courses. He enjoys teaching Latin American 
history more than any other course. 

To augment his curriculum, Dr. Urbina shares rare 
photos, books and money with his students. After collect
ing for 20 years from rare antique shops in the interior of 
Mexico, Dr. Urbina is able to bring his students closer la 
that time period. This helps him give students a break from 
straight lectures and allows them to become involved with 
hisiory. 

Outside of teaching, Dr. Urbina has acted as translator 

for six programs he has produced foe Channel 2. Topics 
discussed include an Interview with Mrs. Pancho Villa 
about her husband, one of the two major leaders in the 
Mexican revolution. Dr. Urbina elaborated in the televi
sion prograin on the Mexican revolution from the point of 
view of Pancho Villa and his activities. He also did an 
interview with Mrs. Emiliano Zapata about her husband, 
the second of the two major leaders of the Mexican revo
lution. 

In another program Dr. Urbina explored the fact that the 
Mexican Revolution is the foundation for the relationship 
between Mexico and the United States. In yet another 
program he covered Mexican-American relations in mod
ern times. 

"In addition to teaching duties. I have found it to be very 
rewarding that I was able to create a bridge between the 
college and the Mexican-American community in the 
college district," the professor said. 

Dr. Urbina organized the COM Amigos in 1974 ro 
promote Mexican-American events on campus. "The end 
result of this has been an effective establishment of a highly 
successful Cinco de Mayo festival on campus." 

The festival is held May 5 and inc1udes folk dancing and 
mariachi music. Festival goers also will have the opponu
nity to sample native Mexican food such as tacos and 
enchiladas. · 

This year's celebration will mark the 15th anniversary 
of the Cinco de Mayo (which means 5th of May) festival 
and the establishment of the COM Amigos. 

COM host Pancho Villa veterans' November reunion 
By LISA MAJOR 
Starr Reporter 

College of the Mainland will host a reunioo of Pancho 
Villa veteransoo Nov. 20. Men who rode with Villa from 
1910-1917 will gather at COM for what may be the f,rst 
and only reunion in the United Stat.es of the remaining sur
vivors of the fust revolution of the 20th century. 

"Five years have been spent sean:hing for the last 
survivors of the Mexican revolution, who presently reside 
in the United. ~," ~ Dr. ~pet Urbina, evpt 
organiu, and hislllry professor at COM. 

"After they have been located, an in-depth, two-hour 
video interview will be done to authenticate their being true 
veterans of the Mexican Revolution," Dr. Urbina said. 

Up to the ~t. 11 veterans have been located, Dr. 
Urbina related. They reside throughout the nation from Los 
Angeles IO New York City and range in age from 88 IO 91. 
Given their advanced age, this may be the ooly national 
reunioo bcld in the United States, and therefore every effort 
is being made to give this historic event the widest possible 
coverage. 

The fllSt partial reunion was held in HOllSIOn hi Augusi 

• 

1987 and received coverage from all three Houston televi
sion stations, as well as national coverage by ABC Radio 
News. United Press International Associated Press and 
USA Today, Dr. Urbina said. In addition, newspapers from 
San Antonio, Houston, El Paso, Tucson, Ariz., Los Ange
les, Calif., New York. Oklahoma City, Okla., and Mexico 
City covered the event. 

The partial reunion in August was limited to veterans 
residing in Texas, Dr. Urbina concluded. It was held in 
pn:p11111tion for the national reunion that will be he)d at 
COMonNovember20. . ·,;.r_-, , 1 .1 ·. 1 )·, 
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Ignorance has 
lethal impact 
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Rapists may be committing even more crimes than 
they intend They may have committed themselves la a 
slow, miserable death and will no doubt be responsible 
for the deaths of people they've never even seen. 

In March a known prostitute in Galveston was ab
ducted and raped by four men . The woman has AIDS. 
Now the alleged rapists may be infected and are possibly 
passing on this legacy to their sexual panners or their 
intravenous drug-using buddies. 

The prostitute rold Channel 11 oews reporter, Currin 
Snipes, a day or so after the offense oeeuned, that she 
didn't tell the men that she had the AIDS virus because 
she was afraid that they might shoot her in retalialioo. 
She also said that she wasn't IIICJCfY that they might die 
with the dreal disease. "They brought it on themselves. 

" According ro reports the woman was chopped off on 
Boulevard Avenue, Galveston's seawall, where she then 
flagged a passing police omca ro rq,on the ou:w1ence, 
but refused IO f.Ie chaiges. 

One of the frightening aspects of this situation is that 
the woman reponedly still worts as a prosliblte in this 
island resort city. 

How many cnsromers has she in the past exposed ro 
this fatal virus? And who will innocently become her 
next victim? . 

Experts claim that condoms may be helpful in slow
ing down the transference of this incurable disease. The 
problem, however, is that not all people believe it can 
happen to them, so they don't use protection. Such as 
the four rapists who are still at large. 

There is a disease we all must help fight before we 
can control the sp,ead of AIDS. It is called igoorance. 

The cure for ignorance is simple, but the cure won't 
take without everyone's deliberate participation. 

People make jokes about AIDS and other stressful 
topics just to make them easier to deal with emotional
ly. But there are those people who aren't joking - just 
tak(ng very lighOy a very real and-grave concern ro us 
all. 

Many say they are sick and tired of reading and hear
ing about AIDS. But we can't stop trying to infonn the 
public because there are those, believe it or not. who are 
continuing to delude themselves about their immorta1ity. 
This delusion could cost someone we know or love their 
life - despite their innocence - like emergency or medical 
personnel carrying out their duties. 

The odds against anyooe avoiding the disease dimin
ish as the number of infected continues to grow. 

Encourage those who endeavor to communicare accu
rate infonnation. even though you've probably heard it 
all before. It's obvious that there are many people, snch 
as these four rapists and the prosliblte, who haven1 heard 
it well enough. 

TNSA helps COM student 
College of the Mainland's Texas Nursing Student Asso

ciation helped raise money to sponsor a student to a 
national convention in Pittsburg, Penn., April 6-10. 

TNSA-COM Chapter spoosored Vanessa Mitchell, a 
COM nursing Slodenl 10 go 10 the Naliooal Student Nurse 
Convention called Breakthrough ro Nnrsing. 

Mi Jc hell and other nnrsing students solicited donatioos 
from local hospitals and clinics. Dr. Red Duke, prominent 
Houston surgeon, conlributed $25 IO Milehell. 

MiJchell auended meetings and seminars at the Pius
burg coovention oo issues that affect the future of nnrsing. 
She is expecled ro rq,on on the oonvenlioo before the end 
of the spring semester. · 
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Letters to the editor 

Dr. Hubisz questions monkey business 
Dear Editor, 

One of the important aspecrs of the editor's job is 
ro see IO it that nonsense is oot promulgated and 
another is that information is accurate. The 
/nr,rCOMofMarch 1988 has an article "Smith aims 
to challenge students' social values" that promotes 
nonsense and has an error of facL 

Specifically, let me reproduce two consecutive 
paragraphs: 

"There was this study done in which scientists hid 
sweet potatoos in the sand from 100 baboons. Tums 
out one of those baboons realized he dido 't like sandy 
residue on his food, so he went to the ocean to wash 
it off. Other baboons would follow until the hun
dredth ape eventually joined the ochers by the water." 

"You never know who will be that hundredth 
monkey." Smith commented. "You might never 
know when that one person oot acting now might 
start an overall change." 

Three students asked that I comment on the 
"hundredth monkey" idea. Normally it would have 
been difficult to track down such research from the 
s:ket.chy description given above. Does one search 
under "baboons,.. "apes." or "monkeys?" Fortu
nately, I had been asked the same questioo several 
years ago and I still had my notes. They were indeed 
mookeys, specifically, Japanese macaques. The 
food, "sweet potatoes," was not hidden in the sand. 
It. in fact, was sweet potatoes and wheat which was 
left out in lh.e open, often on beaches. 1be reasons 
were simple: the investigators wanted to keep the 
monkeys from raiding farms and they wanted to 
simplify the !ask of keeping IIBCk of the troop over 
lmgperiolhoftlme. In 19S2therewere20monl:eys 
and in 1962 lhere were 59. There never were "100 
monkeys." In 1953 an 18-month -old female did 
begin washing sweet potatoes before eating. By 
1962 36 monkeys were washing potaroes before 
eating, mostly the younger ones. An interesting point 
is that some older monkeys learned from younger 
ones. At no point was there an overall change as the 
result of one monkey's 3.ctivity. This particular re
port concerned monkeys on Koshima Island. Other 
reports on other troops on other islands also noticed 
"potato washing" by a few individuals, butneverwas 
there anything like a spontaneous "group conscious
ness" wherein all or anywhere near all monkeys 
"saw" that the activity was significant 

How does such nonsense get started? In this case 
a silly book called Lifetide by Lyall Watson. He did 
not understand his sources so he made it all up to 

Staffer wins ribbon 
By ELEANOR DOWNS 
Starr Reporter 

TheArt League of the Mainland's 1988 spring exhibit 
held at Texas City's Moore Library April 9-10 drew 32 
entries with 72 paintings in lhree catagories. College of 
the Mainland students, instructors and area residents ex
hibited oils. watercolors and drawings in three classifica
tions: professional, non-professional and beginner. 

In the professional division, Barbara Crabtree woo the 
Best of Show with an oil painting "Outside on a Snowy 
Day." Mary Lou Balcer was awarded the Grumbecher 
Silver Award with "Scenes of SaJjta Fe." 

In the nonprofessi1;mal enttie.s. Louise Kennedy's land
scapc ''The Red Bridge," Dorise Riehl 's seascape "Expect
ing Miracles" and in the general catagory "CacbIS Blos
soms" all came in first. 

The beginners' division first place ribbons went to 
Dorothy Bronnoo for her oil "Desert Sunset" and IO In1er
COM staffer Eleanor Downs' watercolor"GlassFlowers." 

. Thewinningpaintingswillbconexhibitat TexasCity's 
Moore Litnry lhlrugh the end of April. 

conform ro his own view of the way that be would 
like things IO be. "New Agen" love this sort of 
nonsense. It goes along with their anti-science, anti
inlellectual, and anti-academic approach IO real 
problems. Believing such nonsense can be danger
ous. See "Of Myths and Monkeys: A Crilical Look 
at a Theory of Critical Mass" by Maureen O'Hara in 
the January 1985 Jonrnal of Humanistic Psychol
ogy. 

ThelnterCOM article also states that "Smith has 
been teaching at College of the Mainland since it 
fust opened its doors 20 years ago." I quote also 
from a front page article in InterCOM dated April 
1987: "I.any Smith has been a hisiory teacher at the 
college for 20 yean." When I arrived Ill COM in 
1971 I.any Smith was "Director of Aduh Education 
and Community Services" and even as late as the 
1982-83 COM catalog, he is not listed as a faculty 
member. In fact he is a relatively recent addition to 
the faculty as a result of the elimination of his 
positioo as "Associate Dean." 

Michael Mlll'p/ry 
Editorial Reply 

Yours b'uly, 
John L Hubisz 

I believe you're missing the pojnl. The story oft he 
"hundredth monkey" is a parable. The story's value 
does not lie bt ils scientific ac~uracy, but rather in the 
poilil it maku. The poilil efthe story is that there is 
always going to be that one person who transforms 
the opinion of the minority ii.lo that of the majority. 
It 1.r supposed-#J toll people to stand up for som,
thing, despUe seemingly insurmountable odds. 

Larry Smith's information did not come from the 
"silly" book Lifetide. The information., in fact, came 
from a book. called (remarkably enough) "The Hun· 
dredth Monb!y" by Ken Keyes Jr. 

As jar as scientific accuracy is concerned.I would 
like to see the sc~ntific documentation belun4 yow 
accusation that all "New Agers." are and-science, 
anti-UttellectlUU, and anli-acakmic. Are thest 
charges d.ocUJnented? 

Smith has been teaching at COM over a span oj20 
years. Hisfust two years here were spent as a history 
instructor. In 1969 he became the director of Adult 
and Continuing Education, a post he held until 1982. 
Since then Smith has been teaching history. We 
apologize for any confusion caused by this misun
derstanding.- Editor 
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Campus Editorials 

Students and art instructor. James Templer (standint:), enjoy sprin1 weather at one of CO M's campus picnic tables. 
From left : Cristina Reyes, Lecia Robertson, Brian Anderson, Rosalind Ellis and Jonathan Sowell. 

Editor graduates, eyes writing career 
By FRANK A. PLUSK 
Starr Reporter 

Before the sun sets on Friday, May 6, Michael Murphy 
will enjoy his waning moments as lnterCOM managing 
editor. His participation in Collegeof the Mainland's com
mencement exercises will mark the end of a three-semester 
association with the college newspaper. 

Murphy's interest in journalism was accidental. He had 
been told by others that he had a knack for writing and that 
,talent came to fruition through a suggestion by Dr. William 
Spil1ar, chairman of Division of Arts and Humanities, 
during rc_gistration. Dr. Spillar suggested Murphy sign up_ 
for a journalism dass in the spring of 1987. 

Murphy took a se.cond journalism class during fall of 
1987 and at that time was asked to be editor, a position he 
continued in the spring. Looking back on those semesters, 
Murphy has seen many improvements in the student paper. 

.. I think we improved the graphics which eases the 
readability of the paper," Murphy commented ... And we 
focused the content on campus issues, as opposed to the 
general bull--." 

Prior to returning to college, Murphy worked as an 
illustrator for Exxon and McDonnell Douglas. Unfortu· 
nately the economic crunch and shuttle disaster made his 
position expendable. Murphy developed a talent for 
graphic arts through dabbling on his own. Although he did 
attend the Texas Academy of Art in Houston for a year, 
Murphy eventually dropped out, admiuing hedidn 't "learn 
ad-thing." 

Murphy, whose associate's degree will be English, 
plans to enroll at the University of Houston.University 
Park (Central Campus) in the fall to pursue a degree in 
professional writing. 

''I don't know what aspect of writing I might like to get 
involved with. I'm just hoping to find those answers in a 
broad atmosphere and decide from !here," Murphy state<!. 

If his involvement in activities is a ~eter of succeis, 
Murphy's future should be a bright one. He has been 
affiliated wilh COM"s recreation department, participated 
in intranuual bask:elball, worked on lhe Student Activities 
ilk 4 . ..mtJJt.:t.i. flu .:fl!f!!ll~__nt 7 "1flil4»t bolmtl 

society while maintaining a 3.93 grade point average. 
To any of those who might be leaning toward a career in 

journalism, Murphy offered the following tip on becoming 
a good edilor: 

··Be an a--- al all times. That's the only way the resl 
of the staff will respect you. Believe me, it' s true. It's the 
only way you'll get any work out of them." 

(ft should be noted that this viewpoint is not shared or 
endorsed by Astrid H. Lowery, CO M's journalism instruc
tor and InterCOM adviser.) 

When asked what his favorite memory of his studies at 
the COM will be,Murphysaid, "Graduation."That aQ.swer 
reflects an attitude he's quite emphatic about, "Don't go 
down with the system, dare IO be opinionated." 

Michael Murphy bones 11p on En11ish litw. 

• "'l·'' , ,, (Pj,Q10J>,y,!l1H1:llerltollirl-

Irritating ads 
assult senses 

By STACY GILBERT 
. Staff Reporter 

I spend several hours a week watching the television 
which means I've had the experience of viewing com· 
mercials. I don't mind seeing commercials, but I don't 
like all of !hem. 

The commercials I dislike are the ones that are set up 
for the enjoyment of simpletons. "The Studney Twins" 
who advertise pizza are an example of someone's 
stupidity. 

One reason this commercial irritates me is that the 
two actors who play the twins are a pathetic sight. 
These two men arc dressed in light blue tuxedo jackets, 
white ruffled shirts, Hawaiian shorts, tube socks and 
hightop tennis shoes. Then oo top of this, one is a 
white 5()..year-old man, while the other is a 20-year-old 
black man. 

Another commercial I dislike is the Energizer battery 
commercial that has Jacko the Energizer man. Jacko is 
an older Austrailian man in a black and yellow striped 
outfit who runs around shouting: "You can't have one of 
these without QDe of these. Oye!" Of course, this is said 
with a channing Aussie accent. 

One commercial most people, including me, enjoy is 
the "California Raisins" commercial. This commercial 
has a line of raisins singing to "Heard It Through the 
Grapevine." Everything in this commercial is made of 
clay, which is an art fonn call claymation. 

Other commercials that I like are the ones that deal 
with drugs and alcohol because they send an important 
message to the public, especially teen-agers. 

I can handle viewing commercials I dislike because 
all I have ·to is to leave the room or tum the sound 
down. But these commercials really get on my nerves 
when I hear them on the radio. Since I can't tum the 
sound off, I won't know when the program starts again, 
so I'm stuck listening to the commercial. 

The one radio commercial that irritates me to no end 
is the St.icklets Gum commercial that has someone 
attempting to imitate Cyndi Lauper's high.pitched, nasal 
speaking voice while singing. Every time I hear this 
commercial it sends chills down my spine. 

I could fill up pages naming commercials I lhink 
should be banned. But what I really want to know is 
why don't advertising agencies dismiss the small-minded 
people who come up with these commercials? 

I think commercials are a great Way to advertise 
products. But why do companies choose to present these 
commercials to the public? Do they think !he public is 
nothing but unintelligent human beings? 

Children show folk dances 
By CYNTIDA L. KLAES 
Starr Reporter 

Cliildren from the Westley Community Center in 
HOUSU"1 petfonned at College of the Mainland during 
College Hour April 14. 

"Ten youngsters demoostraled seveniI Mexican folk 
dances to a nearly full house. They danced thereseapetate, 
the rosa de plata and the jarabetapatio. 

The children ranged in age from 2 1/1. to 5 • All of !hem 
were dressed in costumes to reflect their Mexican heritage. 

Dance instnJCtor Annelia Hernandez has taught at the 
centerforthepastnineyeanandsays, "Eve,yyearthetids 
are getting better, so the teaching is getting easier." 

The group is scheduled topetfonn attheBarnaraJordan 
InstituteinHoustonlatethisyear. . , ~ ~·<, ,:.~ ·· . .'J·i 
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Spanish teacher Cruz finds 'alegria' at COM 
By CYNTIIlA L. KLAES 
Starr Reporter 

"I am proud of my language and I really enjoy teaching 
ittoothers." Alejandro(Alex)Cruz, who has been teaching 
Spanish at College of the Mainland for four semesters, 
said." As I teach Spanish, I often findmyselfleamingmore 
English." 

"While I was taking an English course here in lhe fall of 
'86, I was infonned by my instructor, Marilou Morrow, of 
a tempoouy position as a teacher's aide to Patricia Acosta 
to help teach Spanish," Cruz said enthusiastically. "I had 
never taught before so I didn't know what wonld be 
expected of me, but I thought I would give it a try, and so 
what started out to bea two.week position somehow turned 
into a pennanent position." 

"The lady whose place I took was ill. She eventually 
returned but soon after, another helper left and so that is 
how I became a pennanentassistant to Mrs.Acosta." Cruz 
explained. 

"There are three different classes we teach; the begin· 
ners, the intennc<liates and advanced. Right now I only 
teach the beginners and the intennediates," Cruz acknowl
edged. 

"When the semester first started we were teaching about 
40 students, but I lhink now we are down.to about 20. You 
can usually expect that as we move toward the end of the 

semester," Cruz said. 
"I lhink !he Spanish language is being used today more 

than evtt, more and more people are wanting to learn it 
Some of my students say they want to learn Spanish 
because they sometimes vacation in Mexico and want robe 
able to understand and communicate with others," Cruz 
said. "Othets say !hey work wilh the public and it helps to 
know a little Spanish while others say they want to learn it 
just to learn it. Whatever !he reason, I am lulppy just to be 
able to teach them." 

Cruz was born in Mexico, where he lived for 15 years. 
He auendc<I North East University in Tampico (City) , 
Tamaulipas, where he completed six months in science 
communications. He now resides in Galveston. 

Cruz has had a second OCCUJ>ltion for !he past three 
years as a maintenance man at the Key Largo Resort Hotel 
in Galveston. 

'"'lbe majority of the maint,nance men and housekeep. 
crs that work at the hotel are Mexicans and most can only 
speak Spanish. I, too, usually speak Spanish while I am 
there, but because I am one of the few persons that can 
speak English and Spanish, I am often called upon to help 
translate ro some of !he Spanish speaking guests or persons 
coming into the hotel," Cruz stated. 

"When I am able to help out in such situations, it always 
gives me a happy yet proud feeling of myself and the fact 
that I can speak two different languages and !hat I am able 
to help is satisfying." 

- .,., 
Students from College of tbe Mainland participated in the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference's Sports Day at 
Galveston College April 14. Pictured are softball and raquetball team members representing COM. Front row 
from left: Cassandra Briscoe, Randy Pirkle. Middle row from left: Austin Watkins (raquetball), Patricia Smith, 
Mary Anne Waer, Gerald Morgan, Kellie Banda, Tony Rodriguez. Back row from left: Joe Gatine, Mike Collins, 
Frank Schurwon (raquetball). Softball team members not pictured: Mike Howard, Ron Stone and Dee Ellis. 

Super students prepare for summer 
By LISA MAJOR 
Starr Reporter 

College of the Mainland will hold its second Summer 
Superstart program June 6 through July 15, according to 
Ouida Garber, English coordinator at COM. Seniors and 
qualified juniors from local high schools are eligible for 
this program. 

In order to qualify, a student must meet one of the 
following requirements: a score of 24 on ACT, 1,000 on 
SAT, or rank in the top 20 percent of their high school 
class, Garber said. In some C3Se.$, however, a strong recom
mendation from a teacherorcounselormay admit a student 
to the program. 

Students will take eithec a college level English or 
chemistry credit course lasting six weeks. Morning ses
sions will consist of regular course work, while afternoons 

wi~ ~ ~t-~i9C for,:qe14 trjp_s ~4.0!l·~pus -~l'CllJi~ .. 
acUVIties, Garber elaborated. ,r., .,.,,.-~.' :,,,: ,en : r ··:·., 
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Last swnmer, such field trips included excursions to lhe 
DeMenil yallery, !he Houston Museum of Fine Arts and 
the Alley Theater, Garber related. Students also took canoe 
rides on !he Armand Bayou, visited Texas A&M Univer
sity at Galveston and participated in art studio work: wilh 
.the help of James Templer.an art instructor at COM. 

All students chosen for the Superstart Program receive 
scholarships to cover all student fees and books, Garber 
explained. Field trips and other activities are included in 
the scholarships. 

According to Garber funding comes from COM Presi
dent Larry Stanely's fund. 

Students intereste.d in this program may speak to Jess 
Olive, science coordinator; Dr. Don Bass, dean of Instruc
tion; Oui<la Garber, English coordinator; and Brett Jarrett, 
English initructor. 

Students may also_ obtain information from their high 
school counselors and teachers as well as from handoulS 
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Dean Bass -Continued from Pace I 

mented. "We can certainly look at what we teach in the 
context of history, economics. world literature, Cl" special 
topics in English and add knowledge other than majority 
culture based. These types of curricular changes would be 
healthy. 

AEducation is the key. If you're educated, you're not 
stupid. You may be ignorant of cenain things, but you1l 
strive to fmd out about iL That way you'll understand am! 

have-grcaur sensitivity - other people. 
"We have this (lllCism) teleconference on tape and it 

will be available at the library for anyone who wants to 
watch it It's educational. I learned something.• 

Campus unrest over racial issues has been on the rise 
lately. On lhe smface, il would appear that COM does not 
have the problems that many other campu.ses have dealt 
with. 

"We have our problems, I won't deny that," Dr. Bass 
conceded. "I believe we have very poor minority employ
ment in part·time faculty. We have some divisions where 
we have no minorities. We have to ilDprove our record 
there. I'm not satisfied we've looked hard enough yet. 

"Racism is real, there's no doubt about that in my mind. 
We're not only talking about violence and emotional 
incidents, we're talking about differential treatment, IOO. 
There's no cure, it11 be coped with rather than cured. I'll be 
long dead before they even come close tocuringil Unfor· 
tunately, we all will." 

lncreaSeP----Continued from Pace I 

Human Unity Group (HUG) infonnc<I the trustees of 
International Month at COM. This included an interna
tional dress-up day oo April 5 wilh a Gennan band playing 
in the Studeot Center during College Hour, and a perfonn
ance by children from Wesley Community Center who 
sang on April 14 during the College Hoor. 

Teleconference 
-----------<..ontinue4 from Page I 

The teleconference was divided into three segments. 
The first segment dealt with historical and contemporary 
perspectives on campus racism. Segment two dealt with 
case studies, most notablyracial incidents at the University 
of Michigan at Ann Amor, Mich. Segment three tlealt with 
JX)sitive programs for progress. 

A panel discussion, moderated by Bob Petty, a reporter 
from WLS-TV/ABC in Chicago, was held after each seg
ment 

Anyone who missed the presentation can view a video-

·rape· otthe' tel~~ :~ -~~~1; r ':1~v: ... ,~::~;~ 
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What's Happening 
Cinco de Mayo 

Festival 

Next comes the Ballet Folklorico de Houston which 
will be followed with opening remarks by David L. 
Moreno, president of the COM Amigos. 

Collegeof lhe Mainland iscelebratingthe 15th anniver
sary of its Cinco de Mayo Festival Thursday, May 5, in lhe 
Student Center. Begun in 1974, lhe festival has helped 10 
forge a link between the college and the Mexican-Ameri
can community, as a symbol of the Mexican-American 
community in our midst. 

President Larry Stanley will make his inttoduclO!y re
marks at 12:45 p.m .. and will be followed by a former COM 
student. Ya Ya Ybarra, who now sings professionally. 

After that, Mary Lou Gonzales will return to the stage 
to perform until 2 p.m. with the Mexican folkloric dancers. 

The festivities begin at noon with Mary Lou GO!l7Jlles 
Y Los Gallitos in the Student Center performing mariachi 
music and Mexican folklore dances. 

The Cinco de Mayo Festival commemorates the initial 
victory of Mexican forces over the French on May S, 1862, 
which led to their eventual victory and independence in 
1867. 

Student activities calendar 
By Frank A, PIUllk In inclement weather peifolm-

Musiciansandotherperfonners will ances will be held in the Student 
pe1fwn1 ootside during College Hour Center. For more infwmalion, 
Tllt$daysandThwsdaysfrom 12:3010 co!llact Maryann Urick at (409) 
1:30 p.m. 938-1211 Ext. 418. 

College Hour Specials, Events ud Sports 

Dates - Acllvity 

Monday May 2-Friday May 6 .................. Finals week 

Wednesday, May4 ...................................... Outdoor Club meeting in Student 
Center at 7 p.m., open to an. 

Thursday, May 5 .......... - ...... _., ................ COM will eelebmte Cinco De Mayo 
all day. 

Friday, May6 ............................................ Spring commencemenL 

Saturday, May 7 ......................................... NursesPinningandStripingccremooy at 2p.m. in PE Build• 
ing. By invitation only. 

Saturday, May 14 
Sunday, May 15 ......................................... Spring Tennis Tournament set at COM tennis courts. Dead 

line for the all-weekend event is Monday, May 9. Contact 
Maryann Urick at Ext 418 for more details. Open to 
all. 

Saturday, May 14 ....................................... All day karate tournament in COM gym. Admission is free. 

Friday, May 20-
Sunday, May 22 .......................................... Outdoor Club's UpperGuadclupe River canoe trip SCL 

Tuesday, May 24 ........................................ Three on three Volleyball toumamcntatCOMgym,6p.m., 
$5 entry fee required. Deadline is May 20. Call Ext 418 
for more information. 

Friday, May 27 .............. , ............................. Sign up for Thursdey night summer volleyball leagues at 
COM gym, 8 a.m. Open 10 all. 

Monday, June 13 ....................................... lnlroduction to Water Exercise at COM pool, 6: I<HS:55 p.m. 
Admission fm,, open to all. 

Wednesday, June 22 ................................... Discover scuba diving at COM pool, 7 p.m. Class is free but 
limited 10 16 people. Deadline for registration is Tuesday, 
June 21. Open 10 all. 

Friday, Jw,e 24 ........................................... 9th Annual Moonlight Madness Fun Run at COM campus. 
Sign up by Monday.June 20,$7 porcntrant.· First and second 
place priies will be awarded. Open to All. 

Sunday June 26 ........................................... WildEdl'blesTrek, nooo,-9 p.m. Sign up by June 23. TheS6 
fee includes transportation 10 Tomball. Group will learn to 
identify edible plants and how to cook them from author 
Carmine Stahl of l'<!PJ1t1 Stahr s Wild Stl!lf COl>kbool<. Open 
to~ -

• 

.. 

File degree plan 
College of the Mainland's Division of COWJseling is 

making an all-out effort to encourage all students to draw 
up a degree plan with their help. 

Once you select a major, call Couruieling and make an 
appointment with oneof the counselors to draw up a plan 
and give your college career direction. 

For an appointment call: Althea Choates, Warren 
Dodson, Leroy August, Chester Stout or Roy Walker at 
(409) 938-121 I or (713) 280-3991. Exts. 277,295,296, 
226, 287 or 320. 

Rec outings set 
Throughout the summer months College of the 

Mainland's Recreation Department will spoosor several 
Friday outings. The events are open to all and those inter

. estedin participating should coo tact Maryann Urick at Ext 
418. Some of the trips already planned in the Houston area 
are: 

June 10-Port of Houston, lunch will be at 
Shanhai Reds Restaurant 
June IJ-Fame City Water Works 
June 24-WildlifeRanch 
July 1-Astroworld 
July S--Ridley Turties- The Strand- The Colonel 
July 22-Astros Game 
July 29-Mercer Arboretum and Botanic Gardens 

Summer registration 
Admission requirements must be completed by May 19 

in order to register for the Summer I session on May 26. 
Lateregisttation will be May 30 and 31. Summer II session 
registration is July 7 with lat.eregistration July 11. Admis
sion requirements for Summer II must be completed by 
July I. 

Desktop publishing 
A teleconference titled Education: Desktop Journalism 

FocuswillbeheldMay 5intheLRCfrom 12 to2p.m. The 
teleconference is sponsored by the Oregon system of 
higher education with a grant from the U.S. government. 

Tile conference will cover the evolution, tools of the 
trade, the impact and directions of industry. 

A panel of experts will be available to answer questions 
through a satellite-link-up. 

Picnic success! ul 
College of the Mainland's Student Activities Board 

sponsored its Bi-annual Student-Employee Picnic at Car
bide Park near Hiichcock on Sunday, April IO. 

Nearly 200 people attended the advertised festival of 
fun and frolic. Despite the LD1usually brisk winds, several 
volleyball enthusiasts enjoyed some light hearted compe
tition on the two available courts. 

Families and friends of those associated with COM also 
played soccer, croquet, softball and frisbee. Bingo was 
offered under the pavillion where both children and adults 
played for grab bags of various inexpensive treasures. 

The highlight of the day was the abundance of free bot 
dogs and soft drinks. Lines formed quickly when the 
preparation was completed. Homemade cookies and chili 
along with chips. pickles and plastic utensils furthered the 
picnic atmosphere. The food was served from 2 to 5 p.m, 

COM's SAB made every effort to incoporate family 
attendence into its spring calendar of events. The board 
was disappointed that more students and employees didn't 
take advantage of this well- planned activity. 

The picnic was an oppurtunity for students to absorb 
,ome of that tuition cxpenoe via~ of'. the =.IIJ!l. 
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Increase in student fees discussed 
By ELEANOR DOWNS 
Starr Reporter 

At the regular meeting of the Boord of Trustees of the 
College of lhe Mainland, President Larry Stanley reported 
that the 1.5 million campus enhancement program could be 
provided in several ways. 

He stated that COM could use the pay-as-you-go plan 
using money already available which would provide a very 
gradual change of the campus. 

The second alternative, he said would include raising of 
tuition. However, most of the trustees did not approve of 
this plan for raising campus improvement funds be.cause 
COM has the lowest tuition in the area and they want to 
keep it that way. 

A bond issue is a third alternative. This plan allows for 
buying while interest is low with a pay back planned over 
a period of IO to20 years. President Stanley said this would 
allow all the work to be done at one time, instead of in 
stages. 

In order to come up with a plan quickly, a commiuee 
was appointed to study the financing and report at the next 
meeting. r 

In oUier busil1ess th<> fea&ibility of an inl<ICOl)eg~ 
spons progian1 for both men and women was discussed, 
with attention being given to cost vs. income generated, as 
well as publicity for COM. 

Another factor in favor of sportS it that sports might lure 
more high school students to register at COM. 

Dr. George Beatty Jr., dean of Institutional Develop~ 
mcnt at COM, infonned the trustees of his recruitment 
efforts at area high schools already in progress. Beatty's 
program presents career opportunity information to high 
schoolers. 

Among othec incentives presented by Dr. Beatty to 
eocourage students to enroll at COM afta high school 
graduation is using CO M's facilities to display their history 
fair, and class room visits from local schools. "Once they 

Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student 
Development pauses for a photograph. 

(Photo l>y Ron llertoth}) 

come oot hete lhey want to come back," Dr. Beatty said. 
According to Dr. Beatty the Superstart Program initi

ated last summer encou,ages high school senior honor 
students to get early credits by attending COM during the 
summer before their freshman year in college. Last sum-

mer the Star Program consisted of only English. This 
summer drama and science will be added. AMACO is 
helping with the science program. 

Monica Wellington a COM student representative from 

See Increase Paae 11 

Students observe Ethnic Day 

Craig Leach and Christine Davis, dressed in their native xarb, listen to German accordion music in the 
Student Center on Ethnic Day, April 5. I.each wean the ceremonial dress of the Chickasaw American 
Indians. Day is dressed in the indigo wrap of her native Ghana, West Africa. (Photo by Ron Bertothy) 

Dean Bass comments on racism 
By MICHAEL MURPHY 
Managing Editor 

"I believe that there's something in the human psychol
ogy, and it's a weakness that causes people to find some
thing to tout within themselves to show that they're differ
ent or better than somebody else," remarked Dr. Dooald 
Bass, College of the Mainland's dean of Instruction and 
Student DcvelopmenL "We will use almost anything to 
show I.hat we are different than somebody else." 

Dr. Bass was commenting on racism in general after 
viewing the Racism on Campus teleconference in which 
COM participated March 22. 

"It's not just race. What about social cl~, religion, and 
geography? I'm interested in the other parts of that cmccpt 
(prejudice)." 

As dean of student affairs, Dr. Bass has striven to keep 
COM as free of racism as possible. 

"If we have people on our staff who are racists, I want 
tu know who they are. We try to look for that when we 
employ people. We want to make sure they understand 
what kind of students we have here. We try to eliminaic 
that son of thing on the front end. It's a beginning. 

"We will be employing a person soon who will work for 
lhe president (of COM) and will deal with helping our 
students and employees wulerstand racial relations. That 
pe,son will lead a program that will_deal with allegations 

of racism and will be schooled in ways to process that type 
of concern. 

"Part of that person's job will be tu try and make sure we 
get minority students 10 persist through the baccalaureate 
degree tyograrns (at a senior level university). To give 
them that little extra push that is sometimes necessary." 

While COM certainly exposes its students to a broad 
range of intellectual samplings, there are nq real minority 
study programs offered here. Minority study programs 
was one of lhe major points raised by lhe teleconfereoce. 

"I don't see where we have the flexibility to have a 
whole lot of courses in minority studies, " Dr. Bass com-

See Dun Bass Pa1e 11 

Racism discussed 
By MICHAEL MURPHY 
Managing Editor 

On March 22, College of the Mainland,partici
patcd in a national teleconference titled Racism on 
Campus: Toward an Agenda for Action. This ambi
tious program addressed the problem of racism on 
the participating campuses and their commitment to 
action. See Teleconference Pate 11 
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