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Inte-rCOM needs writers now 
By DALE DIMITRI 
Managing Editor 

Attention fellow scribes: 
Have you ever dreamed of having your byline in a 

newspaper? Do you write, but just don't know who 
would print your work? 

Enroll in COMM 1307 (Writing for the Mass Me
dia), College of the Mainland's beginner journalism 
course and become a part of our award-winning campus 
newspapcr, lnterCOM. 

Whether you're a journalism major, or just wish to 
sharpen writing skills, becoming a membec of the news
p~r staff offers experience in an array of categories in
cluding, straight news, opinions, in-depth repons on sub
jects of your choice, movie-film-book-or-play reviews. 
cartoon strips, political cartoons and personality sketch
es. 

As an InterCOM staffer you get hands-on experi
ence in the construction of a newspaper, starting from 
the skeletal stages of coming up with story ideas to pro
ducing the final product. 

Writers who already have some journalism experi

ence may enroll in COMM 2305 (Copy Editing and Pro
duction) with the instructor's approval. 

Enrollment in either course must be accompanied 
with the lab, COMM 1129, which meets Tuesday and 

Thursday afternoons for an hour and 20 minutes at the 
studc!lt's convenience. COMM 1307 meets Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 8 to 10:50 a.m. COMM 2305 meets 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:30 a.m. to 12:20 p.m. 

The newspaper staff is an easy way to meet people 
of diversified interests and personalities. 

Besides, as you can see by the size of our swnrner 
staff box, we need some fresh meat, some real go
gctters. 

More samples from writing courses 
Continued from PaK(' 6 

That's why I also like a coffee grinder because without 
that little thing I would be lost. In fact the coffee grinder 
works much beuer than an alarm clock on me. 

I am sure I can expect at least one pleasant thin~ in 
the day: my cup of coffee. 

While drinking my coffee, I have to think how the 
coffee grinder has improved people's lives. When I im* 
agine people trying to break: coffee beans in a mortar 
with a pestle while trying to hurry to get to work, I must 
laugh. The coffee grinder really helps. Even when peo
ple are la!e, they surely find time to make their morning 
c.offee. 

When I'm thinking about people's plesures, I must 

say that a coffee grinder is the most beautiful invention. 
It really makes a difference in people's lives because it 
makes the reach for a cup of rich coffee and a nice break 

easier and quicker. 
Editor's note: Hana Uhrova is a young Czechoslovakian 
woman here on a student visa. She has been in the Unit
ed States for only one year and has made tremendous 
progress in a writing improvement class taughl during 
the Summer II session by Astrid H. Lowery. 

Childhood memories 
By MINH PHAM 
Special to the lnterCOM 

I remember my childhood home as heaven. With 
three rooms and one story, the house in which my family 
lived was neithtt large nor beautiful, but it Was very tidy 

- - thanks to my mother's hands. All the things in the 
house were put into order. Anyone also recognized its 

tidiness when entering into my house. 
My mother was both a mild mother and a skillful 

housewife. She nowished. her children with all her love. 
My father, an officer of the public government in Viet
nam, paid attention to his children's studies. Every night 
he taught us math. My brothers and sisters were pe.ace
ful, and all of us respected our parents. Our parents al
ways indulged us. 

One may dislike his or her childhood home, but I 
could not help liking mine. In my childhood home, there 
were not. bad things happening to my family. All the 
good things appeared to be reserved for my family.! of-

< 
ten had wonderful days in my childhood home. As a 
child, I did not need to worry about anything but going 
to school and playing with my friends and brothCf'S. 

Now I am afraid that I will never have such a happy 
time as I had in my childhood home. I often think about 
it as if it were something precious. My childhood home 
is something in the pasl Certainly I have lost it forever; 
I have lost a precious thing that I can not retrieve. For 
the rest of my life, the picture of my childhood home 
will never be blurred in my mind. 

Editor's note: Minh Pham and his brothers ,Khanh and 
Phuoung, have recently come to the United States from 
Vietnam. The brothers have all made great progress in 
speaking and writing English in classes offered at COM. 
They have recently been enrolled in L. Colwell's Writing 

Improvement class during the Summer II session. 
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Geek Love dwells on 
grotesque for $ $ $ 
By CONNIE McCULLEN 
Staff Reporter 

Imagine having flippers in.stead of arms and legs. 
Imagine being a hunchbacked, albinic dwarf. If you can, 
Geek Love might not seem preposterous to you. 

Al and Lil Binewski, owners a traveling carnival, 
decide 10 inbreed their own "freaks." To accomplish this 
task, they genetically alter Lil's body chemistry during 
her pregnancies with the experimental use of "illicit and 
prescription drugs, insecticides and eventually radioiso
topes." Their motives are money and power. By exhibit* 
ing their children as freaks, Al and Lil can hire fewer 
carnival acts and make more money. 

This ·is how the history of the Binewski family be
gins in Geek Love . This humorous, but disturbing novel 
by Katherine Dunn and was published in 1989. 

Olympia, a daughter of the Binewskis, narrates two 
stories in the novel. "The first s.toJ)' recounts her chiJd
hood as well as the rise and fall of the Binewski family. 
It focuses particularly on Arturo, the Aqua Boy, who be
comes the leader of a people who multilate themselves 
in order to find happiness. The second story occurs in 
Olympia's aduhhood and features Miranda and Lil. Mi
randa, who is Olympia's and Arturo's daughter, is howid
ed by Mary Lick. A former follower of Arturo, Miss 
Lick is determined to cut off the fairly long vestigal tail 
at the base of Miranda's spine. 

Throughout the narration, Arturo can't bear to share 
the limelight with anyone else. He rages out of control 
and manipulateS, bullies and murders to beoorn~ .. Boss 
Freak." He is jealous of his brother Chick's telekinetic 
powers, which Chick uses to exploit Arturo's follow~. 
and of his beautiful Siamese twin sisters, lphy and Elly, 
who play piano. His jealousy leads to his family's abrupt 
fall, including his father Al's death. 

Several acquaintances of this reporter enthusiastic.al
ly suggested Geek Love foe its humor and horror, calling 
it lighthearted entertainment for the summer. They noted 
its appearance in 1989 and 1990 on several bestseller 
book.lists, including the New York Times Book Reviews . 

The novel begins promisingly with the Binewskis's 
children requesting their parents to tell them about their 
beginnings. It quickly grabs the reader's aucntion by fo
cusing on the family's down-home humor and their at
tempts to appear normal. 

However, the author becomes lost in the story by fo
cusing on situations that make the fre.aks appear inhu
man. The story soon becomes sadistic an4 humiliates the 
characters, especially women. ThC images of Lil at
tempting sex with her husband's corpse, Olympia danc
ing naked before a crowd of leering, drunken men, and a 
young girl having her face etched with acid for Miss 
Lick's pleasure are grotesque - not horror genre at its 
best. 

The exploilalion of women and fre.ikS in Geek Love 
weakens the story line. It is an unnecessary ploy use.d to 

attract the reader's attention. It is a sad social commen
tary that the author uses it to sell her book. 

Additionally, the novel's dual story lines collide, 
then become enmeshed. Dunn's fascination with dwell
ing on the unusual makes the book collapse. Therefore, 
the novel is left with nothing but an array of grotesque 
images: 

I doo't recommend the book. 
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Journalists praise 
teacher at meeting 

By CONNIE McCULLEN 
Staff Reporter 

"I was interested in the board meeting the journal
ism students," said Dr. Donald G. Bass when asked 
about the presentation the journalism department gave at 
the College of the Mainland Board of Trustees me.eting 
July 29. 

..I wanted Lo know the relationship of training and 
education here at COM and working and occupations in 
the field," said the dean of Instruction and Student De
velopment, who along with Dr. Henry Pope, dean of 
College and Financial Services, decide each month's 
board programs based on importance and interest. 

To show the relationship 1:ctween education in jour
nalism at COM and employability in the field. journal

ism ins- .wll<IIUC'OM.ad¥,... Ailrid...!a, J.awu.y 
asked three ot: her fomier stllllems ll9W proteositJlllll 
journalists to speak before the board. 

See Board Page 7 

lnterCOM wants you 
• See Page 8 for details on joining up. 

Sammer JnurCOM assistant editor Rodney Conley (standing in bad.) poses with former InterCOM editors. On left, 
Army information offlc:er Ron Bertothy, T/,e LIi Marque Times reporter Dana Gibson. and Housw11 Chronkte sports 
reporter Mike Murphy. They auisted journalism instructor Astrid H. Lowery with a presentation at the COM 
Board of Trustees m<eting July 29. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Got the LRC stalrcaae bltles? 

Elevator to r-escue 
BJ DALlt OJMITRI 
Mn d s£dll« 

Fall je, l 17 1991 studcat.-~ -\ 
have 10endllre wllal !heir con,,, otJllo M;piland 
ped:sr:nbadto. ... Tbanbto•aoon~new 
ele.&111<,whicbalflllhecollegeabollt.$120,000. 

That's right. for studenlltwllo~ rose at 
7:30 a.m. bleaty-eye4. wi:allilljf all !heir body pan,, 

. would we ,. 11 the - time. or lllOSe who 
""11Q11allmir tlicn SlutDl>le io CU1111 in the eveaings; 
the same fate n aited .. 

Tbolu1 · g RcsowceC-IQlin:ases. All of 
whti!-.likel.000 mileaofthoso steepJllllll)lcs. 

But DOI a11JIDOlO bccalNIO I general ... defttor, 
locatediltllle LKC bn a/. faciQgllle MmiPWm• 
1iOn Blriktiug, will ·~1 be ~ boron, 
school swulllis lilll," said Dt. HeorJ Pope, dean of 
CoRep 111!4 Pin ; ial Selvices. "'l'lle clc- CGllld 
open._,;.,, but we""" salelf say it wlll begia at Ille 
Slliltoftd>ool." 

C1usea of tile fall 19!H '""" llli begia Sept. 3. 
'l'bc eleYlll<lr will be of b; O ttWIIS use IO baad.i

capped. l8jm:cd 811d eklcdy poople, J)r. l'l>po said.. bot 
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Financial aid comes in 
many forms: Apply 
By DALE DIMITRI 
Managing F...ditor 

Receiving financial aid is "as easy as filling out 
some papers," said Dan Doyle, director of College of the 
Mainland's Fina.ncial Aid Programs. 

COf1 believes that "educational opportunities of 
students should not be controlled by their financial re
sources," the 1991 campus catalog states. 

And the figures show COM to be funneling some 
money, and a portion of Uncle Sam's moneypie into 
making that belief a reality. "Roughly one third of all 
COM students get financial aid of some kind," Doyle 
said. "And most of that nioney comes from federal 
grants." 

The only criteria one must meet lo receive help. be
sides a lot of tedious paperwork, is student need. Prior 
academic performance is no prerequisite. "It's hard lO get 
turned down for financial aid," Doyle said. 

The most utilized of all government grants is the 
Pell Grant, Doyle said. 

Grants are only one of the financial aid avenues a 
student may pursue. Funding for tuition. books. and oth
er school-related expenses is also available through 

See Financial Page 7 
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'ROD CON' takes over InterCOM 
By DALE DIMITRI 
Managing Editor 

The ruling helm of lnterCOM has passed on to yet 
anolher. Enter 20-year-old Rodney Conley, a 1989 La 
Marque High School graduate, one who promises with a 

smile to be a "kinder, gentler ediLOr." 
Blue bandana wrapped about his head, pencil pro

truding from behind his ear and a sketching pad clasped 
between arm and side, Conley has already collected seY
eral titles from his College of lhe Mainlamd peers in
c1uding, "Rod of the Mainland" and "The Prince of 
COM" 

And for the fall 1991 semester, Conley will doo the 
title of lnterCOM "managing editor" as well. 

Conley said, however, one need not flatter him and 

insisted !hat "Mr. Conley will do." 
Conley, a writer/artist/comic/aclOr/musician and 

self-proclaimed "proud liberal," has auended COM for 
the past 2 1/2 years, and will move on in anodler year, a 
passing grade in college algebra permitting. What will 
lhe prince of COM do when he has lhe associate's degree 
in his hand? 

"I'm going to Disney Worldl" Conley exclaimed, 
then his grin loosened a bit and he added, " ... well, either 
there or University of Houston-Clear Lake. Ultimately, I 
will pursue a career in oomics or animation. There are a 
lot of fields I coold go into." 

~lnterCOM 
Managing Edit« Dale Dimitri 

Staff Reporter 

-Cooloy 
[)aleDimiui 

Cmnie Md:'ullc:n 

Pll.oloar•p•er 
Amid It Lowery 

Type,ettera 
Rodney Conley 
Mtridlll.o'IO"a)" 

INTERCOM ADVISER 
Allrid H. Lo.,.CI)' 
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Comic books and Conley go way back. In junior 
high school he made personalized comics: the charac
ters, dialog, narrative and an all his own creation. The 
habit has persisted. 

"I keep the ones I make now," Conley said. "I come 
up with new characters all the time. I've got a pretty big 
portfolio full of my comics, sketches and, yes, even a 
couple of still-lifes. I hope to obtain a career pencilling 
comics. rve made oodles of copies of my work and have 
begun sending !hem to independent comic labels as well 
as bolh Marvel and DC Comics." 

What were lhe objectives of this future professional 
" artist when he chose to attend COM? "To party till I spit 

up and flail," Conley said with a straight face which he 
could hold together only momentarily before insetting 
the inevit.able, "just kidding." 

"COM's one of the neatest places I've ever been," 
Conley said. "The people are incredibly easy to get along 
with, from the students to the faculty and other employ
ees. Since I've been out here for a while, I get around 
campus with ease. People have told me they see me eve
rywhere and to some I'm known as 'Rod of lhe Main
land." 

It isn't surprising that "the creative part of writing" 
rather than the techinical aspects and tedious research 
are what appeal to.Conley. "When I write, the wheels in 

my brain start turning and a story comes splashing on the 
paper. Man, I love to write," he said. 

Conley, a year-long lnterCOM staffer and assistant 
editor of this issue, will bring much experience with him 
when he becomes lhe fall '91 managing editor. 

"Yes, !hat's me. Mild-mannered Rodney Conley is 
soon to become headman, the boy editor," the ever
jesting Conley said. 

"I've never had a big position like this before, but I 
lhink I can pull it off wilh lhe help of Aslrid (Lowery, 
journalism insb'Uctor) and lhe rest of lhe Slaff," he said. 
"I'll be a kinder, gentler editor. You won't even have to 

call me Mr. Conley. 'The Mighty ROD CON will suf
fice."' 

Being a year-long /nterCOM Slaffer myself, I've had 

the distinct pleasure of working with Conley some time 
before I'd even heard of lnterCOM. We worke.d on the 
La Marque High School paper togelher and have been 
classmate beyond remembrance. I love it when we col
laberate on projects, it always comes together, at least 
for me, so beautifully. · 

I'll miss him. 

. . 
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Effects of Gulf War 
linger on and on ... 

Dale 
Dimitri 

The yellow ribbons have begWl to come down or 
fade, flags do not seem to wave quite so frequently. The 
frenzy has calmed some, crawled away, perhaps to await 
the administration's resurrection of the next Hitler. 

And like lhe ribbons, lhe Persian Gulf War is fading 
from the consciousness of the American public. The ef
fects of the war, however, are a bit more stubborn. 

Throughout the war and after, Pent.agon briefings 
assured us all that the massive bombings were "clean, 
swift and surgical." The media contributed LO this blatant 
lie by presenting us with endless footage of censored 

films depicting "smart bombs" that never failed LO miss 

rheir nonhuman targets. 
But as was inevilable, lhe trulh has managed to fight 

its way through the maze of lies and distortions propa
gated by lhe U.S. military machine. 

We have learned that those fascinating sman mis
sles that flew unerringly around comers and through 
windows with pinppoint accuracy, were used only 7 per
cenl of the time. 

The other 93 percent were lhe old reliables, you 
know, free-falling gravity bombs that missed the targets 
75 percent of the rim£, often striking hospilals, schools 
and neighborhoods. Why then, were we subjected to the 
hours and hours of hype about bombs tha1. were used 

Very Httle? 
Consider: Is .it not easier to sympathize with a moth

er kneeling above her burned, bleeding, screaming chil
dren than to sympathize with an obliterated empty (as far 
as we knew) building or aircraft? 

Uncle Sam would have us believe that "smart 
bombs" had rendered a bloodless war. Even more terri
fying is !hat most of lhe American people bought lhe 
lies. As lhe warmakers learned in Viemam, sympalhy 
doosn't make !heir job easier. 

Air Force Gen. "Tony" McPeak said, "I'm quite 
proud of the fact that we achieved high levels of destruc
tion against military targets with minumum collateral 

damage." 
What Gen. McPeak means by "collateral damage" is 

the slaughter of innocent civilians and the destruction of 
civilian targets. The phrase, collateral damage, is used to 
wrench the humanness from massive acts of murder. But 

the manipulation of language to alter perceptioo is an
olher subject entirely. 

Here is a sampling of what Gen. McPeak and so 
many others are so jubilant about: 

During the not-so-surgical bombings an underesti
mated 7,000 Iraqi civilians were killed, 9,000 homes 
were destroyed leaving 72,000 people homeless. This is 
not mentioning lhe 150,000 or so Iraqi soldiers killed 
during Operation Desert Storm. Many of lhese victims 
were killed in the infamous "turkey shoot" at the war's 
end. 

Dr. Ismail, diector of a Baghdad hospital was on 
duty lhe first night of lhe war. He reports !hat 40 infants 
were being cared for in incubaters, their mothers stand
ing close. When the bombs, possibly "smart'' but not 

likely, knocked oot lhe city's power supply lhe babies 

See la PageJ 
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COM Senior Record Clerk SaUy Hudnall operates the computer as returning students wait in the pit area of the 
Administration Building during early fall registration Aug. 12. 14. (Photo by Asrtid H. Lowery) 

Board meets ex-InterCOM staffers 
Continued from Page 1-------------

Mike Murphy is a sports reporter and copy editor 
for the Houston Chronicle, Dana Gibson is a La Marque 
Times reporter and Ron Benothy is an Army infonna
tion officer, who is going to Germany in fall on special 

a~ignment. 
Murphy , a graduate of University of Houston at 

Clear Lake, spoke in _&!owing terms about CQ~. in par
ticular Dr. Bass, Lowery, and Dr. William T. Spillar, 
chairman of the Division of Arts and Humanities, who 
all provided him with direction in choosing a journalism 
career. 

Moved by emotion, he was momentarily speechless. 
Then he praised the journalism program. 

He said Lowery helped him with his journalistic 

skills. "I learned so much in the journalism program that 
, when I got to the university, I was made editor of the 
UHCL/DIAN (the University of Houston-Clear Lake stu
dent Newspaper." 

Murphy, who joined lhe lnterCOM staff spring 
1987, was the paper's editor fall 1986 and spring 1987. 
One of the first things he did as editor was to redesign 
the paper's nameplate, Lowery told the board. He also 
was a winner of a Texas Intercollegiate Press Associate 
award for an InterCOM news story. lnterCOM has won 
six TIP A awards to date, she added. 

While still attending UHCL, Murphy was hired by 
Houston Chronicle as a part-time writer in the sports de
partment. He became a full-time employee recently. 
Murphy told the board that this is a rather unusual 
achievement in the journalism world because few major 
newspaper hire graduates fresh from a university. 

Dana Gibson, a gradute of Sam Houston State Uni
versity in Huntsville, told the board that Lowery's metic
ulousness gave her a strong foundation on which to con
tinue her journalism studies at SHSU. She also said 
Lowery's insistence the class learn The Associated Press 
Stylebook, lhe journalist's bible, has been extremely help
ful in her journalism career. While still attending SHSU 
she was hired as a summer intern for The Galveston Dai.
ly News. 

Gibson said she h~ contacted Lowery both at work 
and at home on several occasions to ask for help or ad
vice with a story. "Not very many professors will let you 

do that," she said. 
Gibson was on lhe 1986-1981/nterCOM staff and 

served as epitbr for me· April I 987 issue. She w.on. lhe 

Galveston County Press Association award for best jour
nalism student spring 1987. 

Ron Bertothy, former lnterCOM reporter and pho
tography editor, said that gaining hands-on experience in 
physically putting together the paper was essential for 
him because he now publishes a newsletter for the Unit
ed St.ates Anny. He stated that he not only writes and 
take pictures for the newsletter but also puts it together 
by hand. - -

Boot camp and COM's journalism department have 
comparable traits, according to Bertothy. "Astrid Low
ery was a prerequisite for the Army. Her training pre
pared me for the Army's infonnation school," he said. 

Bertothy, who is still pursuing a degree in commu
nications at UHCL, also was a TIPA award winner for a 
COM sports feautre photo. Since graduating from COM 
spring 1989 he has done some professional photography 
for the college such as the photograph of the woman on 
the cover of COM's fall Continuing Education Program 
schedule. 

All three former students stressed that although 
Lowery is tough and made them work hard, it paid off 
because they are now employed in the field. 

"They deserve to be where they are," Lowery said 
enthusiactically. "They are extremely hard workers. I'm 
very proud of them." 

Lowery also showed the board four of the 32 issues 
oUnterCOM she and her students have produced since 
she became adviser fall 1986 and explairied the various 
changes her students have made on the paper. 

Reached for further comment, Lowery said, "It's the 
students' hard work and emhusiam that make changes 
and the success of the paper possible." 

To conclude the presentation Lowery introduced 
Rodney Conley. the assistant editor of this summer's is
sue. Conley. a talented cartoonist, also worked on last 
summer's Wue which cont.a.ins his 1r.!'::ings. 

Lowery also spoke of Dale Dimitri, the managing 
editor for this summer's issue. She related that Dimitri 
who could not be present at the board meeting, OOCame ~ 
reporter for the Texas City Sun this spring while he was 
lnterCOM 's assistant editor, and that he will attend Sam 
Houston State University this fall to pursue a journalism 
degree. 

Commenting further on Dimitri, Lowery said, "I ex
pect great things from him. He's bright, talented and a 
gifted writer. Look f~r him in tht". fnt~." 

• 
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Elevator UP ! 
Continued rrom Page 1----------
not intended specifically for them. "There will be no 
key, anyone can use it, although I'm sure many of the 
young folks will continue to use the stairs." 

The elevator has glass walls so that riders may gaze 

out, and students walking outside may see in as well. Dr. 
Pope said lhis was done for security reasons rather than 

fashionable ones. 
Dr. Pope serves as a liason officer between the col

lege and the contractors (Holliday Builders, a Galveston 

County construction outfit). Among his duties is follow
ing the progress of the various construction projects, 
keeping President Larry L. Stanley and lhe COM board 
infonned, and certifying all payments to contractors. 

The elevator is only one of ~vesal construction pro
jects, costing a total of about $1,254,f:IXJ, that have been 
underway at COM for the past 10 months. Another pro
ject Dr. Pope expects to be completed soon is the track 
around the lake and college. 

"The track, I feel, will be exb'emely gratifying to the 

students bolh visually and physically," he said. 
Other COM construction projects have included, 

new industrial buildings, new parking Jots, covered 
walkways between buildings, lettering on top of build
ings, a gazebo, bulkheading the lake and remodeling the 
Student Center. 

The rate of progress has been criticized as being 
sluggish by some students, but Dr. Pope said that the 
speed of construction has been "fairly typical" for such 

projects. 
"Because of the variety and differences in the pro

jects, it was a difficult task to organize and coordinate 
the work teams and their duties," Dr. Pope said. 

Financial aid 
Continued from Page 1-----------
work-study, scholarships and student assistant programs. 

Work-study and student assistant programs can take 
the shape of tutoring, lawn care, library work and many 
other jobs, depending on student interest and availibility 
of the work, Doyle said. 

Doyle added that government loans used to be an
other option, but the COM Board of Trustees voted to 
discontinue the loan program. 

The first step in seeking any type of financial help 
is just to "drop by the Financial Aid Office and apply," 
Doyle said. 

Don't think you have to be an Einstein to qualify for 
grants or work-study. "Receiving grants or panicipating 

in work-study is based on student need, not perfor
mance," Doyle said. The financial aid forms arc con
cerned with information about the student's income and 
general information. 

But in order to ke.ep receiving financial aid, stuclcnts 

must meet the U.S. Department of Educa1.ion's standards 

of satisfactory progress for students who receive federal 

funds. 
What are these standards? "A student must success

fully complete one half of the semester load, and at least 
six of the credit hours which they attempt," Doyle said, 

adding !hat he thinks lhe standards are "fairly lenient." 

Did you know? 
Amelhyst is Greek for "not drunk." The color of the 

February birthstone is similar to that of wine. It was 
caused by a chemical reaction to iron and was thought to 
prevent intoxication, so small pieces were put in wine 
glasses. Amethyst was formed when molten liquid 

quartz solution was trapped in massive gas bubbles in 
the lava. As. the quartz solution cooled, silica and oxygen 
crystalliud inside . 
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COM Students 
Students from writing class strut their stuff 

That remarkable cat 
By NORMAN BEARD 
&ecial to the lnterCOM 

I have always had a problem with so-called friends. 
Loyalty, comfort in times of need, and fun to be around 
are characteristics that I find lacking in people, bul in 

abundance in pelS. 

My cat was the most loyal being that I have ever 
known. She was given to me as a kitten by a nun when I 

was 5 years old. It was a 1:xibe to make me stop throwing 
rocks at her and the other nuns. 

This cat caused me to get a lot of whippings because 

she would never use the litter box. My mom gave her the 
dubious name of Shitpot because she made a comer of 

the couch into her litter box. 
When I had fighis with people, my cat would help 

me out. She would scratch and bite at them and caused 
just enough distraction for me to win. She would also 
stand her ground against dogs whenever I was accosted 

by them. 
When I had asthma in my childhood, I always had 

my cat's company to comfort me. When I couldn't get to 
sleep at night, her purring would be a lullaby, and I 
would fall asleep. 

When I had chicken pox and was strapped down to 
keep from scratching myself, my cat would lick the s_polS 
that itched. Even though her tongue was rough, it didn't 

break the blisters. 
This cat of mine was a lot of fun to be around. We 

would eat together, sleep together and sometimes bathe 
together. She would make me late for school whenever I 
had to take her back home, and would be the the first to 

greet me when I retume.d. 
She also would eat all the things that I didn't like 

which saved me a lot of whippings. On a number of oc
casions she brought me half-dead rats or birds IO eat. 

When my friend died when she was 12 years old, it 

was a tremendous loss for me as well as my mom. I nev
er had anyone to stand up for me, or be with me during 
my ashtma sufferings like she was. Right or wrong, we 

had each other at the right moments. 

Editor's note: Norman Beard, who plans to be a nursing 
major at College of the Mainland, was a stude,u in 
Astrid II. Lowery's writing improvement class in the 
Summer 11 session. He last altended college 20 years 
ago at Prairie View A & M University, where he "let
tered" infootballfrom 1969 to 1972. 

Clear Lake No.1 
By CAMI LEGG 
Special lo lnt,,COM 

It is Friday night and the entire school is frred up for 
tonight's football game. Tonight the Clear Lake Falcon 
Varsity Team will play against our school's rival ream, 

the Clear Lake WildcalS. It is 2 p.m. and all the studenlS 
at Clear Lalce High are ready for the pregame pep rally. 

The school hallways fill up with students stamped
ing toward lhe gymnasium like a herd of wild cattle. Af
ter all the freshman, sophomore, junior and senior class
es are seated in their assigned areas, the pep rally begins. 

In run the cheerleaders dressed in red, white and blue 
short skirts with matching shirlS that have a large C.L. 

on the front. As they begin yelling, jumping and doing 
back Dips. the varsity football team enters the gym look
ing as mean as hungry tigers. The cheerleaders start the 
cheers and the entire school joins in. The spirit of our 

school is so itllJ!lense it causes lbe blellc)lers IQ shake. 

We are ready for the game. 

My best friend and I ride to the game together so 
that we arrive at the same time and don't have lO search 
for each mher. After we park the car we walk toward the 
football stadium, noticing that the parlciog lot is getting 
full. We head up the bleachers to the area we sit in every 

week. All the girls obviously spent time picking out their 
best game outfilS, fixing their hair, and applying their 

makeup in hopes of impressing their favorite guy. Eve
ryone in our section shares their popcorn and Cokes with 

one and other while watching the fust half of the game. 
The first half is finally over and the Clear Lake 

High School Marching Band marches out onto the the 
center of the field. In their freshly ironed and crisp look
ing unifonns they begin playing the theme to the movie 
Star Wars. As they finish the theme song and march in 

their many formations, the drill team marches out to the 
center of the field. The band leaves the field and the mu

sic for the drill team starts. They begin their dance by 
kicking in formation with one another. As the half-time 

activities come to wi end and the football teams run back 
onto the field for the second half kickoff. 

The second half is exciting and goes by quickly. 

Again the Clear Lake Falcons have won. As we leave 

the stadium we agree to go for pizza in celebration of the 
victory. On our way driving out of the parking lot, my 
best friend and I roll down the windows and yell, "Fal

cons are number one!" 

&Utor'1 nollr: Cami Legg was a student in Astrid H. 
Lowery's Swniner II writing improvement class. SM is 
currently a .service representative for State Fann Insur
ance. A 1983 Clear Lake High School grodume,Legg has 
been a licenstd cosmetologist for tighJ years. 

Creeping crawflsh 
By DELORES RANDLE 
Special to the f,w,COM 

I can remember a time in my childhood when it 
rained all one day and all Iha! nighL My brothers and sis
ters and I stayed in the house playing all day, but the 

next morning we went out to catch crawfish. We caught 
a bucketful and brought the bucket in and put it into our 
bedroom. 

That night I went to bed and dreamed of crawftsll, 
only to awaken during the night and realize it wasn't just 
a dream. It was real. Crawftsll were crawling all along

side my bed and on my bed. I can remember screaming 

and screaming and screaming until I awoke my mother. 
She came and calmed me down. Then she threw lhe 
crawfish ouL 

Editor's note: Delores Randle, who plans to be a nurs
ing major at College of the Mainland, was a student in 
Astrid H. Lowery's wiritng improvem.l!nt class in the 
Summer II session. It's been 20 years for this mot Mr of 
two, Kimberly, 17 and Ronald Jr. , 1 l, since she's betn 
out of high school. She is married to Ronald E. Randle. 

Best thing since wheel 
By HANA UHROVA 
Special to the lnt,rCOM 

Every morning, when the screaming alarm clock 
wakes me up, I have a clear idea of what I'll do nexL I 
get out of bed and run to the kitchen where my morning 
friend awaits me. 

My morning friend is a coffee grinder. 
I quickly fill it up with coffee beans and turn it on. 

Besides the noise, the kitchen is in a minute filled with a 
heavenly rich aroma which I like so much. In that mo

ment I always bless the person who invented the coffee 
grinder. 

When I think about a coffee grinder, I can\ hate iL 

It's such a lovely thing which keeps a lot of people com

pany every morning and every day. It helps people wake 
up and and enjoy a cup of nice coffee any time they 
wanL Except for the noise, the coffee grinder is very 
friendly. By the way, it doesn't make the noise all of the 

time, but only when I switch it on. So. I am really the 
noisy element because I switched the grinder on. 

I love the coffee, and I cannot imagine a morning 
without a cup of the awakening drink in my hands. 

See More Page 8 

COM English instructor Brenda Bl'OMI tests three of her students, Mervin Cockerham (back to camera), Chris 
Duncan (oa gnnmd) and Brian Young on the first signir1C1nt British novelTom Jont1 while the rest of the class 
watches the film in the LRC Auditorium. The three chose to just read the novel and skip the movie. 

. . . ... (Photo by Aslrkl H. Lo,ye17) 

• 

• 

• 

lnterCOM, August 1991, Page 3 

In war, old-fashioned 
bombs used most often Editor Dale Dimitri leaving staff 

Continued from Page 
began to die ... slowly but surely. Dr. Ismail recalled in 
an article by noted reporters Dennis Bernstein and Larry 
Everest: "Those 40 mothers nearly went crazy. 

Many innocents had their lives snuffed out cruelly 
in lhat. shon "clean" war that has been celebrated with 

countless parades across this country. And when the war 
ended, and the main streets of every American city be
gan hanging the ticker tape and banners, the horrors 
were only beginning for most of the Iraqi people. 

Our president, mistakenly or not, goaded the impov
erished Kurds into the clutches of Saddam Hussein. The 

Iraqi despot then prompdy began the bombing and kill
ing where the United Sll!tes had left off. 

Even more devasting are the aftereffeclS of U.S. 

bombs on the innocent human beings of Iraq. The United 
Nation's Children's Fond (UNICEF) and the World 
Health Organi2'.8lion (WHO) warned that "millions of 
lives are at stake, especially children's." The Internation
al Red Cross estimates that 5 million more Iraqi lives are 
in jeopardy. These warnings are quickly bearing poi
soned fruit for the stuving Iraqis. 

A Harvard health team reporis that 170,000 children 

under the age of 5 will die in the next year from the de
layed effecis of U.S. bombs. Hospitals are helpless. The 
country's transponation, health care, water treatment and 
major industries have been destroyed. Electrical genera
tion is reduced to 25 percent, leaving many without re

frigeration. waler and other essentials. 

According to the August 1991 issue of The Progres
sive, U.S. military officers now admit that the bombing 

of ele.ctrical plants, oil refineries and transportation net-

wod:s contribumd little to the defeat of Iraq. lnsl<ad, the 
United States' aim was to "accelerate the effects of sanc
tions." In other words to demoralize the civilian popula
tion, throw their economy into a state of disrepair, mak

ing them dependent on the West in order to rebuild. 
My purpose here is not to discuss the lies, the distor

tions, the sheer doublespeak which were used by the ad
ministration in selling their war to the public. Nor.is my 
opinion on their bUe objectives the purpose. Rather it is 
to show that people, innocent people, were killed by old 
fashioned, drop-out-of-the hatch bombs. They die as I 
write these words, and they die as you ll3d them. 

And I, for one, will not celebrate it 

• 
l 
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By RODNEY CONLEY 
As&stant Editor 

As a new fall semester dawns at College of the 
Mainland, the lnterCOM staff is saddened to find that 

one of our best is leaving COM. lnterCom's managing 
editor Dale Dimitri is moving on to Sam Houston State 
University in Huntsville to further his education. 

Why Sam Houston? "It's a good journalism school 

and I liked the hilly, wooded area," he said. "But the po
litical atmosphere seems to leave something to be de
sired." 

The majority of the folks there are widely consid

ered to be conservative while Dimitri is a die-hard pro
gressi ve on most issues. 

He is anxious to find out what it's going to be like 
writing in a hostile political environment "On a visit to 
the Sam Houston campus I noticed a large banner that 
read 'Fight war, not AIDS'," Dimib'i said. "If that's any 

indication of the political atmosphere, then I know I 
won't fit in." 

Dim'itri, a 1989 graduate of La Marque High 

School, figured he would try COM's journalism depart

ment and began working as a staff writer forlnterCOM 
fall 1990. 

Once established atthe paper, he quickly moved up 
w· the position of assistant editor, then managing editor. 
"I really think we put out some damn good papers this 
past semester," Dimitri said. 

He actually came to COM in summer I 989 intend
ing to be an electrical engineering major. But. the 20-

year-old found this was not his calling. "Money c~ 
being a goal in my life a while back," Dimitri said. "I 
came out of high school equating wealth with success, 

and changed somewhere in between the drudgery of cal
culos and chemistry." 

To Dimitri, doing what a person loves to do is all 

that matters in life. "Don't Jet anyone tell you otherwise, 
as long as there's food and the needs of my family are 

met. I'm cool." he said finnly. Then, with a grin he ex
claimed: "That's not to say I would shun the big bucks if 
I run into them. When I find the time. I write fiction. 

Maybe, a book will sell someday. but that's not why I 
write. 

Dale Dimhrl, who is l,w,COM managing editor, sits besides bis com padre ~odney onley on phone ,who is the 
aamtantedllor. Conley will he the top man atlnk,COM this sem-. lntnCOM staffer not pictured Comle McCullen, 

" ' 
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"To me it's a high when the words come, better than 
intoxication," Dimitri said. "But when the words aren't 
there, it's really a depressing feeling." 

Dimitri was hired by the Texas City Sun this spring. 
"I staned off doing 'Cops and Stiffs', which is jargon at 

· the Sun for the police beat section and the obituaries," he 

said of his humble beginnings there. "Now, it's preuy 
much open field on stories." 

Dimitri"s life is in a dynamic phase these days. On 
May 7, he married June Leslie Waldon. "We eloped. A 
courtroom job," Dimitri said. "It was the best thing that 

ever happened to me. Hell, all institutions aren~ sick, are 
they? We will reaffinn our vows in an official ceremony 
Aug. 24." 

His folks have a cabin stuck off in the woods about 
30 miles from the SHSU campus_ He says the honey

moon will be spent there. "When studies and the match
box dorm apartment stan to close in too much, we can 

swing over to the cabin for a retreat." 

There are lots of things he will miss about COM, 
mostly "the personal relationships obtained with instruc
tors," Dimitri said. "The classes are smaller here at 

COM, so you can get the attention that would be ne
glected at a larger university." 

He also enjoyed the speakers at COM. "I'm sony 

that I never met Bob Grafton (late editor of Focus, a for
mer COM publication), but I'm greatly appreciative of 
the fund he left the college," Dimitri said. "He's respon

sible for the speakers being able to come11ere and en ... 
lighten us. Even after death, Grafton is still shaking 

them up." 

Though he11 miss a lot of the COM staff, he will es
pecially miss social science- instru<:tor Larry Smith. 

"Smith really is a remarkable teacher," Dimitri said. 
"COM should consider him an irreplaceable asseL He 
helped pull into focus a lot of the feelings I had jumbled 
in my head about our society throughout my life." 

When politics are being discussed, Dimitri cenainly 
doesn't straddle the fence. "I don't think the government 
is always the evil boogey man, but the system is funda

mentally flawed. It's set up to cater to the profit motives 

of the corporations and greases the cogs of the war in
dustry." 

Dimitri is one of the best staff writers lnterCOM has 
produced and he will be sorely missed. 

Does Dimitri think attempts to change the system 
cao actually succeed? "Changing the system is like beat
ing your head against a brick wall, you might chip off a 

bit of the wall, but if enough people keep beating their 
heads on the wall, through enough generations, who 
knows. those walls may finally break down. But. we 
can't let the magnitude of this task keep us rooted in pes

simism. The dance goes on." 
So say we all Dale, so say we all. 

Staff era· thank Devall 
Tllefnt,,COM !111fruteftds ouninc :,tathanb 

w Sandra Devall, ilmna,w, of g,aphiG arts. f« 
allowing the me of bet g,aphi<; aris lab i/l:1be Tech· 
nicalEducalionlluilding.Byworkin3fnthelab, we 
were saved the time ii would normally lake fl) walk 
bacli: and forth from the l..earllh,j Resource: Olartt, 
where the ~ depatt,ncnt is kx:ated. ID the 
lab, ..- w the MCI.. And in summer sessions Wllell 

time is rradiliol>allyU11111pcd, the --
much - Tbald<salsoforboulg'111aupportiYe. 
of lnttrCOM for theJd...,-years, 

Alld thanks for mhlimWDll the --- 0ft 
l)Ur lboc,ulld 11111sde,uiS weU. · 
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News/Features 

EMS Instructor Nancy Eubanks shows the photo she 
took of her cats and entered in the ·~fourth Annual Pet 
Contest held in August. (PhotobyAstridH,Lowery) 

Eubanks wins with 
pie of curious cats 
By CONNIE McCULLEN 

Staff Reporter 

EMS instructor Nancy Eubanks won the College of 
the Mainland's Fourth Annual Pct Photo Cootest Aug. 7. 

When asked to be interviewed about her winning 
entry Eubanks was amazed that she had won because no 
one had contacted her yet. "I'm surprised," she ex
claimed. "I didn't expect to win." 

Her photograph of two cats cuddled against a win
dow was shot on Christmas eve day. She had opened the 
kitchen window because she was cooking. ... 

"It was a warm day," she explained. "The cats, 
drawn by the weather, c:aine to the wil1dows. After see
ing them from my kitchen, I grabbed the camera for a 
quick picture." 

Eubanks, who enjoys laking pictures of her cats, had 
the photograph on her bu1letin board. A co-worker who 
spotted Eubanks' snapshot sugg:este.d that she enter it into 
the contest before the July 31 deadline. 

Walter Kessler, who initiated the contest and has 
sponsored it for four years, explained, "Most people en

ter the contest to show off their pets." Since it was de
signed to be a fun activity, Kessler, CO M's media spe
cialist, has encountered all kinds of people and all kinds 
of pet pictures. 

Snapshots, such as Eubanks' s, rather than profes

sional photos, made up the majority of the entries in the 
employee-only contest 

Kessler displayed the pictures without captions in 

the Leaming Resource Center library foyer for a week. 
before the judging. He chose someone with photographic 

knowledge to act as judge. "It's easier to to do it this way 

to avoid favoritism;-''. 

The criteria by which the photographs were judged 
included color compositioo, clarity, oddity, lighting and 

professional appearance. 
This year's judge was Robert Slaney, director of Li

brary Services. 

Immediately after Slaney's decision, Kessler an
nounced the identities of the winner and other entrants 
by placing humorous captioos with the owner's name un

der the pictures. 

"All photo entries will remain on display at the li
brary foyer through Aug. 30," Kessler said. "Eubanks 
will receive her award after the display is taken down." 

Marines honor COM, student 
By CONNIE McCULLEN 

Staff Reporter 

Fonner lnterCOM staff member Karen Burris and 

College of the Mainland received appreciation certifi
cates from the United States Marine Corps for their par· 
ticipation in the Toys for Tots Chrisunas gifts program 
this past May. 

Marine Corps 1st Sgt. David Horvath, who present· 
ed the award, said, "Their participation in the Toys for 
Tots campaign was important because it helped local un
derprivileged children In obtain Christmas gifts." 

· Horvath learned that Burris, who could not be con

tacted for this story, initialed and implemented the toy 

drive on the ctUOpus. He agreed that she should receive a 
certificate of appreciatioo herself, just the same as the 
college as a whole received one. 

"Jf more people in the community, like Burris, 
would panicipate in the campaign's driVe for toys, Toys 
for Tots would be more successful," he said. "It's called 
talcing care of our own." 

Bwris'_s journalism instructor Astrid H. Lowery re
called that Burris asked her how Toys for Tots could be 

brought on campus. "I told her she should get in touch 
with President (Larry L.) Stanley or his =retary and ask 
them about the possibility." Burris contacted the presi

dent's office and was given the go ahead. 
"Karen then conracted the Marines and they agreed 

to deliver several barrels - eight maybe," Lowery contin

ued. "When the barrels came she got the guys on the 

staff IO help her put them around campus. 
"Karen also made a bunch of posters to go with the 

barrels (identifying them as Toys For Tots)," Lowery 

said. "She really worked hard on those posters. She had 
pictures of wrapped presents on them and some words 

asking for donations of new toys." 

The Marines asked for the barrels back right before 
Christmas when hardly any students were left on cam
pus, Lowery explained. "So Karen single-handedly 

brought all those barrels back to the Administion Build· 
ing. I had told her I would liy to help her, but when I got 
to my office she'd already done it. I think that showed 

real dedication. and I'm really glad she got a certificate." 

Approximately 20 toys were collected in the barrels 
on COM's campus from Dec.11 In Dec. 20. 

Horvath said that COM's participation in future toy 

drives would be good for everyone. He said that Presi
dent Stanley, who received the certificate for COM, is 
willing to cootinue to supJX)rt Toys for Tots . 

"It would benefit COM, the underprivileged chil
dren, the community, Toys for TolS and the Marines," 

Horvath said. 

Marine 1st Sgt. David Horvath shakes Karen Burr~'s 
hand while he presents her a certmcate as COM Presi~ 
dent Larry L. Stanley looks on. 

(Photo by Regina Hennessee) 

Theater features diversity of plays 
By RODNEY CONLEY 
Assistant Editor 

The College of the Mainland Arena Theatre's 1991-
1992 season promises a variety of plays to entertain each 
and every theatergoer. This season's plays will help to 
celebrate the theate(s 20th year. 

The season opens Scpt.19 with The Boys Next Door, 
which runs through Oct 13. Playwright Tom Griffin 
tells the story of a compassionate young man whose job 

is to monitor the daily lives of four retarded men living 
together as ootpatients. 

The second offering is Greater Tuna, the comedic 
farce written by Jaston Williams. Joe Sears and Ed Ho

ward. Greater Tuna features two actors portraying 32 
loony characters in the fictional town of Tuna. This 
show ~ nol on Season Subscripcioh, which ~ if you 

buy a season pass it Will not be listed and payment will 
be n:quin:d. 

Hot on the heels of Tu.na comes Tennessee Wil
liams' classic drama Cat on a Hot Tin Roof Williams' 

play is the gripping and intense story of a family em· 
broiled in a crisis of q,ic proportions, that of a suuggle 

for survival. The1>lay will run from Jan. 30 through Feb. 
23. 

' 

The COM Arena Theatre offers playwright Ken 
Ludwig's play Lend Me a Tenor from March 19 through 

April 12. This zesty and intellectual comedy won both 
critical acclaim with its success on Broadway and two 
Tony Awards. 

April 23, 24 and 25, marks the COM Arena Thea

tre's annual student workshop. It will be in the tradition 
of the experimental plays Hello Hollywood and Blame it 
on the Movies and is IO be called Babylon Ill. 

From May 21 through June 14 Langford Wilson's 

off-Broadway play, The Hot L Baltimore, has its run. It 
is set in the lobby of a rundown hotel so seedy that it has 
lost the "E" from its marquee. The comedy brings com
pas.sion and humor to the touching study of lost souls 

trapped by society's decay. 
To round the season off. the award-winning musical 

Big River based on Mark Twain's novel The Adventures 
of Huckleberry Finn will run from July 9 through Aug. 
9. This musical is the story of a lx>y's adventures with a 
runaway slave and features music by Roger Miller. 

Thiny-four percent of the ticket cost for an individ
ual can be saved by becoming a season pass subscriber. 

For information concerning tickets, contac:c Toppy 
Swaim at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 345. 

• 
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WorkerTomJacltsonpoundsawayontheCOMwalk
way by the LRC Building during renovations. 

Don't tease elephants! 
BY KHANH PHAM 
SPECIAL to the INTERCOM 

Most children like lhe zoo. I will never forgec the 

time, when I was 7 years old, my sister took me to the 
zoo, and I had a bad time at the elephant cage. 

Seeing two rows of giant trees on both sides of the 
entry. I imagined right away the bushy jungles that I had 

heard of. I saw bird cages with many colorful birds in
side, such as canaries, parrots, and eagles. When going 
through the artificial foreslS, I saw the cages of lions, ti
gers, zebras, and giraffes. 

Stopping at a place where a big crowd was gather
ing, I worked my way through the crowd in order to see 
what was happening inside. A few minutes passed, and 

my sister and I reached the rail around a cage where the 
elephants were kepL The cage did not look like the oth

ers. Inside, next to the rail, was a deep ditch that sur
rounded a base of cement, full of dirty water. On top of 
the base, the elephants were swaying slowly. One foot of 

each elephant was buckled.to a hook on a chain protrud

ing from the base. 

Looking around for a while, I saw many people 
were giving the elephants some sugar canes. Those ele
phants liked to eat sugar canes very much. They moved 
back and forth as Lhough they were craving for some 

more sugar canes. There were some people who sat 
around the elephant cage to sell the sugar canes, so it 

was oot too hard to get some. 
After buying some sugar canes, [ happily gave one 

to an elephant and one to another; I kept going on until 

the last one. I intended to trick the last one. When an ele

phant reached for my sugar cane with its trunk, I yanked 
the sugar cane back and bocst out laughing. Suddenly, I 
was soaked from head to feet as if I were sranding. in the 
rain. A stinking smell covered my body; some people 
standing near me were also stained a little bic on their 

shirts. The elephant that I had tricked had taken water 
from the surrounding ditch and sprayed it at me. No
body knew why the elephant did ihat, but I knew exactly 

why. 
What a bad day I had had! That was a lesson for me. 

Since then, I have been very careful whenever I have 
tried doing something that I was not sure of. If you do 
not believe what I have just told you about, you can try 

teasing the elephants whenever you have free time to go 

to the zoo. 

Editor's note: Khanh Pham is the youngest of three 
brothers who have recently come to the United Stales 
from Vietnam. He was in L. Colwell's Writing Improve-
ment class dMring tM Sunrnu!r II session. · 
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Many new art exhibits planned 
By RODNEY CONLEY 
Assistant Editor 

A trip to an an museum can be a very relaxing and 

intellectuaBy rewarding experience. Yet, many people 
think the only places to see interesting exhibits are ei

ther in downtown Houston or on the Strand in Galves
ton. 

The truth is that many community colleges have 
fine art galleries on their campuses. College of the Main
land happens to be one of these. COM's Art Gallery is 
located in the Fine Arts Building and is supervised by 

Dr. Richard Lizza, the art gallery director. It is a minia
ture version of a larger gallery featwing new works on 
display every month. 

A bright, new season rolls out for 1991-1992 fca

twing a variety of exhibitions. Beginning Sept.19 at 7 
p.m. a faculty exhibition, featuring works by COM's 

own Mona Marshall, James Templer and others, will run 

through Oct 25. 

Opening Nov. 7 wiU be an exhibit featuring some of 

the works of fiber artist Kay Johns and ceramicist Mi
chael Conroy. This exhibit closes on Dec. 13. 

On Jan. 16 the paintings of Gail Siptak will go on 
display in the gallery through Feb. 21. 

Scheduled to open March 12 is a Photofest ft"aturing 
works by some of the most talented professional and 
amatuer photographers in the area. This special exhibit 
will close oo April 10. 

The art gallery will host two extra exhibits before 
the end of the season. The exhibit opening April 23 at is 
a TCH Grant-funded and will close May 29. The other 
is a summer student show, but oo date has been set. 

All COM students and personnel, as wcJI as visitors 
from surrounding communities, are welcomed to visit 
CO M's art gallery. The gallery is opened upon request 
by contacting the Fine Arts Department in advance al 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 28()..3991, Ext. 348. 

Pay parking tickets or face consequences 
By DALE DIMITRI 
Managing Editor 

Campus Police Chief Howard A. Miller recently is
sued a warning to all College of the Mainland students, 
faculty and staff: Pay those parking lot tickets or face the 
consequences. 

For students, the penalty could be having their tran

scripts held until the debt(s) is(are) paid. Court action 

may even be levied as a "last resort" against repeat of
fenders, Miller said. 

"We try not to go through the courts," he said. "But 

some of the same folks keep parking in the same wrong 
places." 

Violations occur most often within the handicapped 
parking, slots, according to the campus chief. COM origi
nally offered "about six_" spaces for its disabled students 

and visitors. The number now stands at nine, Miller said, 
but then ruefully pointed out lhat the number of enrolled 

handicapped students has also increased. 

Regular parking tickets cost lhe ofender $4, bul han

dicapped citations which are the most common, result in 
a $10 fee. Failure to pay fines within IO days of receiv

ing the ticket wilt cause the the fee to double, Miller 

said. 

But even with a $20 fine, the result of the fee being 
doubled, the offender gets off cheap, the chief said. The 

college "could lawfully charge up to $250 for illegally 

pawng in h;wdi~ spaces," Miller added. 

Monies generated from parking lot fees go into 
COM's general mooey pool, rather than into a parking 

lot improvement fund. Miller said he would like to see 
money used nprimarily for students." 

Questions and/or comments concerning the fine 
payment policy may be directed to Chief Miller at (409) 
938-1211 or (713) 280..3991, exL 403. 

Get your free copy of healthy weight inf orination 
For a free copy of " Finding and Enjoying Your 

Healthy Weight," contact Julie B. Hicks at (713) 798-
7520 or send a request and a self-addressed, stamped en-

velope to Healthy Weight We Care For You, Baylor 
College of Medicine, One Baylor Plaza, Room 1768, 

Houston, Texas 77030. 

Instructor and students view Fourth Annual Pet Photo Contest pictures in the LRC library foyer. From left English 
instructor Lynn Colwell, students FJ.iubeth Sirianni, Kari Sirianni and Rodney Conley. 
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News/Features 

EMS Instructor Nancy Eubanks shows the photo she 
took of her cats and entered in the ·~fourth Annual Pet 
Contest held in August. (PhotobyAstridH,Lowery) 

Eubanks wins with 
pie of curious cats 
By CONNIE McCULLEN 

Staff Reporter 

EMS instructor Nancy Eubanks won the College of 
the Mainland's Fourth Annual Pct Photo Cootest Aug. 7. 

When asked to be interviewed about her winning 
entry Eubanks was amazed that she had won because no 
one had contacted her yet. "I'm surprised," she ex
claimed. "I didn't expect to win." 

Her photograph of two cats cuddled against a win
dow was shot on Christmas eve day. She had opened the 
kitchen window because she was cooking. ... 

"It was a warm day," she explained. "The cats, 
drawn by the weather, c:aine to the wil1dows. After see
ing them from my kitchen, I grabbed the camera for a 
quick picture." 

Eubanks, who enjoys laking pictures of her cats, had 
the photograph on her bu1letin board. A co-worker who 
spotted Eubanks' snapshot sugg:este.d that she enter it into 
the contest before the July 31 deadline. 

Walter Kessler, who initiated the contest and has 
sponsored it for four years, explained, "Most people en

ter the contest to show off their pets." Since it was de
signed to be a fun activity, Kessler, CO M's media spe
cialist, has encountered all kinds of people and all kinds 
of pet pictures. 

Snapshots, such as Eubanks' s, rather than profes

sional photos, made up the majority of the entries in the 
employee-only contest 

Kessler displayed the pictures without captions in 

the Leaming Resource Center library foyer for a week. 
before the judging. He chose someone with photographic 

knowledge to act as judge. "It's easier to to do it this way 

to avoid favoritism;-''. 

The criteria by which the photographs were judged 
included color compositioo, clarity, oddity, lighting and 

professional appearance. 
This year's judge was Robert Slaney, director of Li

brary Services. 

Immediately after Slaney's decision, Kessler an
nounced the identities of the winner and other entrants 
by placing humorous captioos with the owner's name un

der the pictures. 

"All photo entries will remain on display at the li
brary foyer through Aug. 30," Kessler said. "Eubanks 
will receive her award after the display is taken down." 

Marines honor COM, student 
By CONNIE McCULLEN 

Staff Reporter 

Fonner lnterCOM staff member Karen Burris and 

College of the Mainland received appreciation certifi
cates from the United States Marine Corps for their par· 
ticipation in the Toys for Tots Chrisunas gifts program 
this past May. 

Marine Corps 1st Sgt. David Horvath, who present· 
ed the award, said, "Their participation in the Toys for 
Tots campaign was important because it helped local un
derprivileged children In obtain Christmas gifts." 

· Horvath learned that Burris, who could not be con

tacted for this story, initialed and implemented the toy 

drive on the ctUOpus. He agreed that she should receive a 
certificate of appreciatioo herself, just the same as the 
college as a whole received one. 

"Jf more people in the community, like Burris, 
would panicipate in the campaign's driVe for toys, Toys 
for Tots would be more successful," he said. "It's called 
talcing care of our own." 

Bwris'_s journalism instructor Astrid H. Lowery re
called that Burris asked her how Toys for Tots could be 

brought on campus. "I told her she should get in touch 
with President (Larry L.) Stanley or his =retary and ask 
them about the possibility." Burris contacted the presi

dent's office and was given the go ahead. 
"Karen then conracted the Marines and they agreed 

to deliver several barrels - eight maybe," Lowery contin

ued. "When the barrels came she got the guys on the 

staff IO help her put them around campus. 
"Karen also made a bunch of posters to go with the 

barrels (identifying them as Toys For Tots)," Lowery 

said. "She really worked hard on those posters. She had 
pictures of wrapped presents on them and some words 

asking for donations of new toys." 

The Marines asked for the barrels back right before 
Christmas when hardly any students were left on cam
pus, Lowery explained. "So Karen single-handedly 

brought all those barrels back to the Administion Build· 
ing. I had told her I would liy to help her, but when I got 
to my office she'd already done it. I think that showed 

real dedication. and I'm really glad she got a certificate." 

Approximately 20 toys were collected in the barrels 
on COM's campus from Dec.11 In Dec. 20. 

Horvath said that COM's participation in future toy 

drives would be good for everyone. He said that Presi
dent Stanley, who received the certificate for COM, is 
willing to cootinue to supJX)rt Toys for Tots . 

"It would benefit COM, the underprivileged chil
dren, the community, Toys for TolS and the Marines," 

Horvath said. 

Marine 1st Sgt. David Horvath shakes Karen Burr~'s 
hand while he presents her a certmcate as COM Presi~ 
dent Larry L. Stanley looks on. 

(Photo by Regina Hennessee) 

Theater features diversity of plays 
By RODNEY CONLEY 
Assistant Editor 

The College of the Mainland Arena Theatre's 1991-
1992 season promises a variety of plays to entertain each 
and every theatergoer. This season's plays will help to 
celebrate the theate(s 20th year. 

The season opens Scpt.19 with The Boys Next Door, 
which runs through Oct 13. Playwright Tom Griffin 
tells the story of a compassionate young man whose job 

is to monitor the daily lives of four retarded men living 
together as ootpatients. 

The second offering is Greater Tuna, the comedic 
farce written by Jaston Williams. Joe Sears and Ed Ho

ward. Greater Tuna features two actors portraying 32 
loony characters in the fictional town of Tuna. This 
show ~ nol on Season Subscripcioh, which ~ if you 

buy a season pass it Will not be listed and payment will 
be n:quin:d. 

Hot on the heels of Tu.na comes Tennessee Wil
liams' classic drama Cat on a Hot Tin Roof Williams' 

play is the gripping and intense story of a family em· 
broiled in a crisis of q,ic proportions, that of a suuggle 

for survival. The1>lay will run from Jan. 30 through Feb. 
23. 

' 

The COM Arena Theatre offers playwright Ken 
Ludwig's play Lend Me a Tenor from March 19 through 

April 12. This zesty and intellectual comedy won both 
critical acclaim with its success on Broadway and two 
Tony Awards. 

April 23, 24 and 25, marks the COM Arena Thea

tre's annual student workshop. It will be in the tradition 
of the experimental plays Hello Hollywood and Blame it 
on the Movies and is IO be called Babylon Ill. 

From May 21 through June 14 Langford Wilson's 

off-Broadway play, The Hot L Baltimore, has its run. It 
is set in the lobby of a rundown hotel so seedy that it has 
lost the "E" from its marquee. The comedy brings com
pas.sion and humor to the touching study of lost souls 

trapped by society's decay. 
To round the season off. the award-winning musical 

Big River based on Mark Twain's novel The Adventures 
of Huckleberry Finn will run from July 9 through Aug. 
9. This musical is the story of a lx>y's adventures with a 
runaway slave and features music by Roger Miller. 

Thiny-four percent of the ticket cost for an individ
ual can be saved by becoming a season pass subscriber. 

For information concerning tickets, contac:c Toppy 
Swaim at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 345. 

• 
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WorkerTomJacltsonpoundsawayontheCOMwalk
way by the LRC Building during renovations. 

Don't tease elephants! 
BY KHANH PHAM 
SPECIAL to the INTERCOM 

Most children like lhe zoo. I will never forgec the 

time, when I was 7 years old, my sister took me to the 
zoo, and I had a bad time at the elephant cage. 

Seeing two rows of giant trees on both sides of the 
entry. I imagined right away the bushy jungles that I had 

heard of. I saw bird cages with many colorful birds in
side, such as canaries, parrots, and eagles. When going 
through the artificial foreslS, I saw the cages of lions, ti
gers, zebras, and giraffes. 

Stopping at a place where a big crowd was gather
ing, I worked my way through the crowd in order to see 
what was happening inside. A few minutes passed, and 

my sister and I reached the rail around a cage where the 
elephants were kepL The cage did not look like the oth

ers. Inside, next to the rail, was a deep ditch that sur
rounded a base of cement, full of dirty water. On top of 
the base, the elephants were swaying slowly. One foot of 

each elephant was buckled.to a hook on a chain protrud

ing from the base. 

Looking around for a while, I saw many people 
were giving the elephants some sugar canes. Those ele
phants liked to eat sugar canes very much. They moved 
back and forth as Lhough they were craving for some 

more sugar canes. There were some people who sat 
around the elephant cage to sell the sugar canes, so it 

was oot too hard to get some. 
After buying some sugar canes, [ happily gave one 

to an elephant and one to another; I kept going on until 

the last one. I intended to trick the last one. When an ele

phant reached for my sugar cane with its trunk, I yanked 
the sugar cane back and bocst out laughing. Suddenly, I 
was soaked from head to feet as if I were sranding. in the 
rain. A stinking smell covered my body; some people 
standing near me were also stained a little bic on their 

shirts. The elephant that I had tricked had taken water 
from the surrounding ditch and sprayed it at me. No
body knew why the elephant did ihat, but I knew exactly 

why. 
What a bad day I had had! That was a lesson for me. 

Since then, I have been very careful whenever I have 
tried doing something that I was not sure of. If you do 
not believe what I have just told you about, you can try 

teasing the elephants whenever you have free time to go 

to the zoo. 

Editor's note: Khanh Pham is the youngest of three 
brothers who have recently come to the United Stales 
from Vietnam. He was in L. Colwell's Writing Improve-
ment class dMring tM Sunrnu!r II session. · 
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Many new art exhibits planned 
By RODNEY CONLEY 
Assistant Editor 

A trip to an an museum can be a very relaxing and 

intellectuaBy rewarding experience. Yet, many people 
think the only places to see interesting exhibits are ei

ther in downtown Houston or on the Strand in Galves
ton. 

The truth is that many community colleges have 
fine art galleries on their campuses. College of the Main
land happens to be one of these. COM's Art Gallery is 
located in the Fine Arts Building and is supervised by 

Dr. Richard Lizza, the art gallery director. It is a minia
ture version of a larger gallery featwing new works on 
display every month. 

A bright, new season rolls out for 1991-1992 fca

twing a variety of exhibitions. Beginning Sept.19 at 7 
p.m. a faculty exhibition, featuring works by COM's 

own Mona Marshall, James Templer and others, will run 

through Oct 25. 

Opening Nov. 7 wiU be an exhibit featuring some of 

the works of fiber artist Kay Johns and ceramicist Mi
chael Conroy. This exhibit closes on Dec. 13. 

On Jan. 16 the paintings of Gail Siptak will go on 
display in the gallery through Feb. 21. 

Scheduled to open March 12 is a Photofest ft"aturing 
works by some of the most talented professional and 
amatuer photographers in the area. This special exhibit 
will close oo April 10. 

The art gallery will host two extra exhibits before 
the end of the season. The exhibit opening April 23 at is 
a TCH Grant-funded and will close May 29. The other 
is a summer student show, but oo date has been set. 

All COM students and personnel, as wcJI as visitors 
from surrounding communities, are welcomed to visit 
CO M's art gallery. The gallery is opened upon request 
by contacting the Fine Arts Department in advance al 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 28()..3991, Ext. 348. 

Pay parking tickets or face consequences 
By DALE DIMITRI 
Managing Editor 

Campus Police Chief Howard A. Miller recently is
sued a warning to all College of the Mainland students, 
faculty and staff: Pay those parking lot tickets or face the 
consequences. 

For students, the penalty could be having their tran

scripts held until the debt(s) is(are) paid. Court action 

may even be levied as a "last resort" against repeat of
fenders, Miller said. 

"We try not to go through the courts," he said. "But 

some of the same folks keep parking in the same wrong 
places." 

Violations occur most often within the handicapped 
parking, slots, according to the campus chief. COM origi
nally offered "about six_" spaces for its disabled students 

and visitors. The number now stands at nine, Miller said, 
but then ruefully pointed out lhat the number of enrolled 

handicapped students has also increased. 

Regular parking tickets cost lhe ofender $4, bul han

dicapped citations which are the most common, result in 
a $10 fee. Failure to pay fines within IO days of receiv

ing the ticket wilt cause the the fee to double, Miller 

said. 

But even with a $20 fine, the result of the fee being 
doubled, the offender gets off cheap, the chief said. The 

college "could lawfully charge up to $250 for illegally 

pawng in h;wdi~ spaces," Miller added. 

Monies generated from parking lot fees go into 
COM's general mooey pool, rather than into a parking 

lot improvement fund. Miller said he would like to see 
money used nprimarily for students." 

Questions and/or comments concerning the fine 
payment policy may be directed to Chief Miller at (409) 
938-1211 or (713) 280..3991, exL 403. 

Get your free copy of healthy weight inf orination 
For a free copy of " Finding and Enjoying Your 

Healthy Weight," contact Julie B. Hicks at (713) 798-
7520 or send a request and a self-addressed, stamped en-

velope to Healthy Weight We Care For You, Baylor 
College of Medicine, One Baylor Plaza, Room 1768, 

Houston, Texas 77030. 

Instructor and students view Fourth Annual Pet Photo Contest pictures in the LRC library foyer. From left English 
instructor Lynn Colwell, students FJ.iubeth Sirianni, Kari Sirianni and Rodney Conley. 
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COM Students 
Students from writing class strut their stuff 

That remarkable cat 
By NORMAN BEARD 
&ecial to the lnterCOM 

I have always had a problem with so-called friends. 
Loyalty, comfort in times of need, and fun to be around 
are characteristics that I find lacking in people, bul in 

abundance in pelS. 

My cat was the most loyal being that I have ever 
known. She was given to me as a kitten by a nun when I 

was 5 years old. It was a 1:xibe to make me stop throwing 
rocks at her and the other nuns. 

This cat caused me to get a lot of whippings because 

she would never use the litter box. My mom gave her the 
dubious name of Shitpot because she made a comer of 

the couch into her litter box. 
When I had fighis with people, my cat would help 

me out. She would scratch and bite at them and caused 
just enough distraction for me to win. She would also 
stand her ground against dogs whenever I was accosted 

by them. 
When I had asthma in my childhood, I always had 

my cat's company to comfort me. When I couldn't get to 
sleep at night, her purring would be a lullaby, and I 
would fall asleep. 

When I had chicken pox and was strapped down to 
keep from scratching myself, my cat would lick the s_polS 
that itched. Even though her tongue was rough, it didn't 

break the blisters. 
This cat of mine was a lot of fun to be around. We 

would eat together, sleep together and sometimes bathe 
together. She would make me late for school whenever I 
had to take her back home, and would be the the first to 

greet me when I retume.d. 
She also would eat all the things that I didn't like 

which saved me a lot of whippings. On a number of oc
casions she brought me half-dead rats or birds IO eat. 

When my friend died when she was 12 years old, it 

was a tremendous loss for me as well as my mom. I nev
er had anyone to stand up for me, or be with me during 
my ashtma sufferings like she was. Right or wrong, we 

had each other at the right moments. 

Editor's note: Norman Beard, who plans to be a nursing 
major at College of the Mainland, was a stude,u in 
Astrid II. Lowery's writing improvement class in the 
Summer 11 session. He last altended college 20 years 
ago at Prairie View A & M University, where he "let
tered" infootballfrom 1969 to 1972. 

Clear Lake No.1 
By CAMI LEGG 
Special lo lnt,,COM 

It is Friday night and the entire school is frred up for 
tonight's football game. Tonight the Clear Lake Falcon 
Varsity Team will play against our school's rival ream, 

the Clear Lake WildcalS. It is 2 p.m. and all the studenlS 
at Clear Lalce High are ready for the pregame pep rally. 

The school hallways fill up with students stamped
ing toward lhe gymnasium like a herd of wild cattle. Af
ter all the freshman, sophomore, junior and senior class
es are seated in their assigned areas, the pep rally begins. 

In run the cheerleaders dressed in red, white and blue 
short skirts with matching shirlS that have a large C.L. 

on the front. As they begin yelling, jumping and doing 
back Dips. the varsity football team enters the gym look
ing as mean as hungry tigers. The cheerleaders start the 
cheers and the entire school joins in. The spirit of our 

school is so itllJ!lense it causes lbe blellc)lers IQ shake. 

We are ready for the game. 

My best friend and I ride to the game together so 
that we arrive at the same time and don't have lO search 
for each mher. After we park the car we walk toward the 
football stadium, noticing that the parlciog lot is getting 
full. We head up the bleachers to the area we sit in every 

week. All the girls obviously spent time picking out their 
best game outfilS, fixing their hair, and applying their 

makeup in hopes of impressing their favorite guy. Eve
ryone in our section shares their popcorn and Cokes with 

one and other while watching the fust half of the game. 
The first half is finally over and the Clear Lake 

High School Marching Band marches out onto the the 
center of the field. In their freshly ironed and crisp look
ing unifonns they begin playing the theme to the movie 
Star Wars. As they finish the theme song and march in 

their many formations, the drill team marches out to the 
center of the field. The band leaves the field and the mu

sic for the drill team starts. They begin their dance by 
kicking in formation with one another. As the half-time 

activities come to wi end and the football teams run back 
onto the field for the second half kickoff. 

The second half is exciting and goes by quickly. 

Again the Clear Lake Falcons have won. As we leave 

the stadium we agree to go for pizza in celebration of the 
victory. On our way driving out of the parking lot, my 
best friend and I roll down the windows and yell, "Fal

cons are number one!" 

&Utor'1 nollr: Cami Legg was a student in Astrid H. 
Lowery's Swniner II writing improvement class. SM is 
currently a .service representative for State Fann Insur
ance. A 1983 Clear Lake High School grodume,Legg has 
been a licenstd cosmetologist for tighJ years. 

Creeping crawflsh 
By DELORES RANDLE 
Special to the f,w,COM 

I can remember a time in my childhood when it 
rained all one day and all Iha! nighL My brothers and sis
ters and I stayed in the house playing all day, but the 

next morning we went out to catch crawfish. We caught 
a bucketful and brought the bucket in and put it into our 
bedroom. 

That night I went to bed and dreamed of crawftsll, 
only to awaken during the night and realize it wasn't just 
a dream. It was real. Crawftsll were crawling all along

side my bed and on my bed. I can remember screaming 

and screaming and screaming until I awoke my mother. 
She came and calmed me down. Then she threw lhe 
crawfish ouL 

Editor's note: Delores Randle, who plans to be a nurs
ing major at College of the Mainland, was a student in 
Astrid H. Lowery's wiritng improvem.l!nt class in the 
Summer II session. It's been 20 years for this mot Mr of 
two, Kimberly, 17 and Ronald Jr. , 1 l, since she's betn 
out of high school. She is married to Ronald E. Randle. 

Best thing since wheel 
By HANA UHROVA 
Special to the lnt,rCOM 

Every morning, when the screaming alarm clock 
wakes me up, I have a clear idea of what I'll do nexL I 
get out of bed and run to the kitchen where my morning 
friend awaits me. 

My morning friend is a coffee grinder. 
I quickly fill it up with coffee beans and turn it on. 

Besides the noise, the kitchen is in a minute filled with a 
heavenly rich aroma which I like so much. In that mo

ment I always bless the person who invented the coffee 
grinder. 

When I think about a coffee grinder, I can\ hate iL 

It's such a lovely thing which keeps a lot of people com

pany every morning and every day. It helps people wake 
up and and enjoy a cup of nice coffee any time they 
wanL Except for the noise, the coffee grinder is very 
friendly. By the way, it doesn't make the noise all of the 

time, but only when I switch it on. So. I am really the 
noisy element because I switched the grinder on. 

I love the coffee, and I cannot imagine a morning 
without a cup of the awakening drink in my hands. 

See More Page 8 

COM English instructor Brenda Bl'OMI tests three of her students, Mervin Cockerham (back to camera), Chris 
Duncan (oa gnnmd) and Brian Young on the first signir1C1nt British novelTom Jont1 while the rest of the class 
watches the film in the LRC Auditorium. The three chose to just read the novel and skip the movie. 

. . . ... (Photo by Aslrkl H. Lo,ye17) 
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In war, old-fashioned 
bombs used most often Editor Dale Dimitri leaving staff 

Continued from Page 
began to die ... slowly but surely. Dr. Ismail recalled in 
an article by noted reporters Dennis Bernstein and Larry 
Everest: "Those 40 mothers nearly went crazy. 

Many innocents had their lives snuffed out cruelly 
in lhat. shon "clean" war that has been celebrated with 

countless parades across this country. And when the war 
ended, and the main streets of every American city be
gan hanging the ticker tape and banners, the horrors 
were only beginning for most of the Iraqi people. 

Our president, mistakenly or not, goaded the impov
erished Kurds into the clutches of Saddam Hussein. The 

Iraqi despot then prompdy began the bombing and kill
ing where the United Sll!tes had left off. 

Even more devasting are the aftereffeclS of U.S. 

bombs on the innocent human beings of Iraq. The United 
Nation's Children's Fond (UNICEF) and the World 
Health Organi2'.8lion (WHO) warned that "millions of 
lives are at stake, especially children's." The Internation
al Red Cross estimates that 5 million more Iraqi lives are 
in jeopardy. These warnings are quickly bearing poi
soned fruit for the stuving Iraqis. 

A Harvard health team reporis that 170,000 children 

under the age of 5 will die in the next year from the de
layed effecis of U.S. bombs. Hospitals are helpless. The 
country's transponation, health care, water treatment and 
major industries have been destroyed. Electrical genera
tion is reduced to 25 percent, leaving many without re

frigeration. waler and other essentials. 

According to the August 1991 issue of The Progres
sive, U.S. military officers now admit that the bombing 

of ele.ctrical plants, oil refineries and transportation net-

wod:s contribumd little to the defeat of Iraq. lnsl<ad, the 
United States' aim was to "accelerate the effects of sanc
tions." In other words to demoralize the civilian popula
tion, throw their economy into a state of disrepair, mak

ing them dependent on the West in order to rebuild. 
My purpose here is not to discuss the lies, the distor

tions, the sheer doublespeak which were used by the ad
ministration in selling their war to the public. Nor.is my 
opinion on their bUe objectives the purpose. Rather it is 
to show that people, innocent people, were killed by old 
fashioned, drop-out-of-the hatch bombs. They die as I 
write these words, and they die as you ll3d them. 

And I, for one, will not celebrate it 

• 
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By RODNEY CONLEY 
As&stant Editor 

As a new fall semester dawns at College of the 
Mainland, the lnterCOM staff is saddened to find that 

one of our best is leaving COM. lnterCom's managing 
editor Dale Dimitri is moving on to Sam Houston State 
University in Huntsville to further his education. 

Why Sam Houston? "It's a good journalism school 

and I liked the hilly, wooded area," he said. "But the po
litical atmosphere seems to leave something to be de
sired." 

The majority of the folks there are widely consid

ered to be conservative while Dimitri is a die-hard pro
gressi ve on most issues. 

He is anxious to find out what it's going to be like 
writing in a hostile political environment "On a visit to 
the Sam Houston campus I noticed a large banner that 
read 'Fight war, not AIDS'," Dimib'i said. "If that's any 

indication of the political atmosphere, then I know I 
won't fit in." 

Dim'itri, a 1989 graduate of La Marque High 

School, figured he would try COM's journalism depart

ment and began working as a staff writer forlnterCOM 
fall 1990. 

Once established atthe paper, he quickly moved up 
w· the position of assistant editor, then managing editor. 
"I really think we put out some damn good papers this 
past semester," Dimitri said. 

He actually came to COM in summer I 989 intend
ing to be an electrical engineering major. But. the 20-

year-old found this was not his calling. "Money c~ 
being a goal in my life a while back," Dimitri said. "I 
came out of high school equating wealth with success, 

and changed somewhere in between the drudgery of cal
culos and chemistry." 

To Dimitri, doing what a person loves to do is all 

that matters in life. "Don't Jet anyone tell you otherwise, 
as long as there's food and the needs of my family are 

met. I'm cool." he said finnly. Then, with a grin he ex
claimed: "That's not to say I would shun the big bucks if 
I run into them. When I find the time. I write fiction. 

Maybe, a book will sell someday. but that's not why I 
write. 

Dale Dimhrl, who is l,w,COM managing editor, sits besides bis com padre ~odney onley on phone ,who is the 
aamtantedllor. Conley will he the top man atlnk,COM this sem-. lntnCOM staffer not pictured Comle McCullen, 
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"To me it's a high when the words come, better than 
intoxication," Dimitri said. "But when the words aren't 
there, it's really a depressing feeling." 

Dimitri was hired by the Texas City Sun this spring. 
"I staned off doing 'Cops and Stiffs', which is jargon at 

· the Sun for the police beat section and the obituaries," he 

said of his humble beginnings there. "Now, it's preuy 
much open field on stories." 

Dimitri"s life is in a dynamic phase these days. On 
May 7, he married June Leslie Waldon. "We eloped. A 
courtroom job," Dimitri said. "It was the best thing that 

ever happened to me. Hell, all institutions aren~ sick, are 
they? We will reaffinn our vows in an official ceremony 
Aug. 24." 

His folks have a cabin stuck off in the woods about 
30 miles from the SHSU campus_ He says the honey

moon will be spent there. "When studies and the match
box dorm apartment stan to close in too much, we can 

swing over to the cabin for a retreat." 

There are lots of things he will miss about COM, 
mostly "the personal relationships obtained with instruc
tors," Dimitri said. "The classes are smaller here at 

COM, so you can get the attention that would be ne
glected at a larger university." 

He also enjoyed the speakers at COM. "I'm sony 

that I never met Bob Grafton (late editor of Focus, a for
mer COM publication), but I'm greatly appreciative of 
the fund he left the college," Dimitri said. "He's respon

sible for the speakers being able to come11ere and en ... 
lighten us. Even after death, Grafton is still shaking 

them up." 

Though he11 miss a lot of the COM staff, he will es
pecially miss social science- instru<:tor Larry Smith. 

"Smith really is a remarkable teacher," Dimitri said. 
"COM should consider him an irreplaceable asseL He 
helped pull into focus a lot of the feelings I had jumbled 
in my head about our society throughout my life." 

When politics are being discussed, Dimitri cenainly 
doesn't straddle the fence. "I don't think the government 
is always the evil boogey man, but the system is funda

mentally flawed. It's set up to cater to the profit motives 

of the corporations and greases the cogs of the war in
dustry." 

Dimitri is one of the best staff writers lnterCOM has 
produced and he will be sorely missed. 

Does Dimitri think attempts to change the system 
cao actually succeed? "Changing the system is like beat
ing your head against a brick wall, you might chip off a 

bit of the wall, but if enough people keep beating their 
heads on the wall, through enough generations, who 
knows. those walls may finally break down. But. we 
can't let the magnitude of this task keep us rooted in pes

simism. The dance goes on." 
So say we all Dale, so say we all. 

Staff era· thank Devall 
Tllefnt,,COM !111fruteftds ouninc :,tathanb 

w Sandra Devall, ilmna,w, of g,aphiG arts. f« 
allowing the me of bet g,aphi<; aris lab i/l:1be Tech· 
nicalEducalionlluilding.Byworkin3fnthelab, we 
were saved the time ii would normally lake fl) walk 
bacli: and forth from the l..earllh,j Resource: Olartt, 
where the ~ depatt,ncnt is kx:ated. ID the 
lab, ..- w the MCI.. And in summer sessions Wllell 

time is rradiliol>allyU11111pcd, the --
much - Tbald<salsoforboulg'111aupportiYe. 
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'ROD CON' takes over InterCOM 
By DALE DIMITRI 
Managing Editor 

The ruling helm of lnterCOM has passed on to yet 
anolher. Enter 20-year-old Rodney Conley, a 1989 La 
Marque High School graduate, one who promises with a 

smile to be a "kinder, gentler ediLOr." 
Blue bandana wrapped about his head, pencil pro

truding from behind his ear and a sketching pad clasped 
between arm and side, Conley has already collected seY
eral titles from his College of lhe Mainlamd peers in
c1uding, "Rod of the Mainland" and "The Prince of 
COM" 

And for the fall 1991 semester, Conley will doo the 
title of lnterCOM "managing editor" as well. 

Conley said, however, one need not flatter him and 

insisted !hat "Mr. Conley will do." 
Conley, a writer/artist/comic/aclOr/musician and 

self-proclaimed "proud liberal," has auended COM for 
the past 2 1/2 years, and will move on in anodler year, a 
passing grade in college algebra permitting. What will 
lhe prince of COM do when he has lhe associate's degree 
in his hand? 

"I'm going to Disney Worldl" Conley exclaimed, 
then his grin loosened a bit and he added, " ... well, either 
there or University of Houston-Clear Lake. Ultimately, I 
will pursue a career in oomics or animation. There are a 
lot of fields I coold go into." 

~lnterCOM 
Managing Edit« Dale Dimitri 

Staff Reporter 

-Cooloy 
[)aleDimiui 
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Comic books and Conley go way back. In junior 
high school he made personalized comics: the charac
ters, dialog, narrative and an all his own creation. The 
habit has persisted. 

"I keep the ones I make now," Conley said. "I come 
up with new characters all the time. I've got a pretty big 
portfolio full of my comics, sketches and, yes, even a 
couple of still-lifes. I hope to obtain a career pencilling 
comics. rve made oodles of copies of my work and have 
begun sending !hem to independent comic labels as well 
as bolh Marvel and DC Comics." 

What were lhe objectives of this future professional 
" artist when he chose to attend COM? "To party till I spit 

up and flail," Conley said with a straight face which he 
could hold together only momentarily before insetting 
the inevit.able, "just kidding." 

"COM's one of the neatest places I've ever been," 
Conley said. "The people are incredibly easy to get along 
with, from the students to the faculty and other employ
ees. Since I've been out here for a while, I get around 
campus with ease. People have told me they see me eve
rywhere and to some I'm known as 'Rod of lhe Main
land." 

It isn't surprising that "the creative part of writing" 
rather than the techinical aspects and tedious research 
are what appeal to.Conley. "When I write, the wheels in 

my brain start turning and a story comes splashing on the 
paper. Man, I love to write," he said. 

Conley, a year-long lnterCOM staffer and assistant 
editor of this issue, will bring much experience with him 
when he becomes lhe fall '91 managing editor. 

"Yes, !hat's me. Mild-mannered Rodney Conley is 
soon to become headman, the boy editor," the ever
jesting Conley said. 

"I've never had a big position like this before, but I 
lhink I can pull it off wilh lhe help of Aslrid (Lowery, 
journalism insb'Uctor) and lhe rest of lhe Slaff," he said. 
"I'll be a kinder, gentler editor. You won't even have to 

call me Mr. Conley. 'The Mighty ROD CON will suf
fice."' 

Being a year-long /nterCOM Slaffer myself, I've had 

the distinct pleasure of working with Conley some time 
before I'd even heard of lnterCOM. We worke.d on the 
La Marque High School paper togelher and have been 
classmate beyond remembrance. I love it when we col
laberate on projects, it always comes together, at least 
for me, so beautifully. · 

I'll miss him. 

. . 
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Effects of Gulf War 
linger on and on ... 

Dale 
Dimitri 

The yellow ribbons have begWl to come down or 
fade, flags do not seem to wave quite so frequently. The 
frenzy has calmed some, crawled away, perhaps to await 
the administration's resurrection of the next Hitler. 

And like lhe ribbons, lhe Persian Gulf War is fading 
from the consciousness of the American public. The ef
fects of the war, however, are a bit more stubborn. 

Throughout the war and after, Pent.agon briefings 
assured us all that the massive bombings were "clean, 
swift and surgical." The media contributed LO this blatant 
lie by presenting us with endless footage of censored 

films depicting "smart bombs" that never failed LO miss 

rheir nonhuman targets. 
But as was inevilable, lhe trulh has managed to fight 

its way through the maze of lies and distortions propa
gated by lhe U.S. military machine. 

We have learned that those fascinating sman mis
sles that flew unerringly around comers and through 
windows with pinppoint accuracy, were used only 7 per
cenl of the time. 

The other 93 percent were lhe old reliables, you 
know, free-falling gravity bombs that missed the targets 
75 percent of the rim£, often striking hospilals, schools 
and neighborhoods. Why then, were we subjected to the 
hours and hours of hype about bombs tha1. were used 

Very Httle? 
Consider: Is .it not easier to sympathize with a moth

er kneeling above her burned, bleeding, screaming chil
dren than to sympathize with an obliterated empty (as far 
as we knew) building or aircraft? 

Uncle Sam would have us believe that "smart 
bombs" had rendered a bloodless war. Even more terri
fying is !hat most of lhe American people bought lhe 
lies. As lhe warmakers learned in Viemam, sympalhy 
doosn't make !heir job easier. 

Air Force Gen. "Tony" McPeak said, "I'm quite 
proud of the fact that we achieved high levels of destruc
tion against military targets with minumum collateral 

damage." 
What Gen. McPeak means by "collateral damage" is 

the slaughter of innocent civilians and the destruction of 
civilian targets. The phrase, collateral damage, is used to 
wrench the humanness from massive acts of murder. But 

the manipulation of language to alter perceptioo is an
olher subject entirely. 

Here is a sampling of what Gen. McPeak and so 
many others are so jubilant about: 

During the not-so-surgical bombings an underesti
mated 7,000 Iraqi civilians were killed, 9,000 homes 
were destroyed leaving 72,000 people homeless. This is 
not mentioning lhe 150,000 or so Iraqi soldiers killed 
during Operation Desert Storm. Many of lhese victims 
were killed in the infamous "turkey shoot" at the war's 
end. 

Dr. Ismail, diector of a Baghdad hospital was on 
duty lhe first night of lhe war. He reports !hat 40 infants 
were being cared for in incubaters, their mothers stand
ing close. When the bombs, possibly "smart'' but not 

likely, knocked oot lhe city's power supply lhe babies 

See la PageJ 
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COM Senior Record Clerk SaUy Hudnall operates the computer as returning students wait in the pit area of the 
Administration Building during early fall registration Aug. 12. 14. (Photo by Asrtid H. Lowery) 

Board meets ex-InterCOM staffers 
Continued from Page 1-------------

Mike Murphy is a sports reporter and copy editor 
for the Houston Chronicle, Dana Gibson is a La Marque 
Times reporter and Ron Benothy is an Army infonna
tion officer, who is going to Germany in fall on special 

a~ignment. 
Murphy , a graduate of University of Houston at 

Clear Lake, spoke in _&!owing terms about CQ~. in par
ticular Dr. Bass, Lowery, and Dr. William T. Spillar, 
chairman of the Division of Arts and Humanities, who 
all provided him with direction in choosing a journalism 
career. 

Moved by emotion, he was momentarily speechless. 
Then he praised the journalism program. 

He said Lowery helped him with his journalistic 

skills. "I learned so much in the journalism program that 
, when I got to the university, I was made editor of the 
UHCL/DIAN (the University of Houston-Clear Lake stu
dent Newspaper." 

Murphy, who joined lhe lnterCOM staff spring 
1987, was the paper's editor fall 1986 and spring 1987. 
One of the first things he did as editor was to redesign 
the paper's nameplate, Lowery told the board. He also 
was a winner of a Texas Intercollegiate Press Associate 
award for an InterCOM news story. lnterCOM has won 
six TIP A awards to date, she added. 

While still attending UHCL, Murphy was hired by 
Houston Chronicle as a part-time writer in the sports de
partment. He became a full-time employee recently. 
Murphy told the board that this is a rather unusual 
achievement in the journalism world because few major 
newspaper hire graduates fresh from a university. 

Dana Gibson, a gradute of Sam Houston State Uni
versity in Huntsville, told the board that Lowery's metic
ulousness gave her a strong foundation on which to con
tinue her journalism studies at SHSU. She also said 
Lowery's insistence the class learn The Associated Press 
Stylebook, lhe journalist's bible, has been extremely help
ful in her journalism career. While still attending SHSU 
she was hired as a summer intern for The Galveston Dai.
ly News. 

Gibson said she h~ contacted Lowery both at work 
and at home on several occasions to ask for help or ad
vice with a story. "Not very many professors will let you 

do that," she said. 
Gibson was on lhe 1986-1981/nterCOM staff and 

served as epitbr for me· April I 987 issue. She w.on. lhe 

Galveston County Press Association award for best jour
nalism student spring 1987. 

Ron Bertothy, former lnterCOM reporter and pho
tography editor, said that gaining hands-on experience in 
physically putting together the paper was essential for 
him because he now publishes a newsletter for the Unit
ed St.ates Anny. He stated that he not only writes and 
take pictures for the newsletter but also puts it together 
by hand. - -

Boot camp and COM's journalism department have 
comparable traits, according to Bertothy. "Astrid Low
ery was a prerequisite for the Army. Her training pre
pared me for the Army's infonnation school," he said. 

Bertothy, who is still pursuing a degree in commu
nications at UHCL, also was a TIPA award winner for a 
COM sports feautre photo. Since graduating from COM 
spring 1989 he has done some professional photography 
for the college such as the photograph of the woman on 
the cover of COM's fall Continuing Education Program 
schedule. 

All three former students stressed that although 
Lowery is tough and made them work hard, it paid off 
because they are now employed in the field. 

"They deserve to be where they are," Lowery said 
enthusiactically. "They are extremely hard workers. I'm 
very proud of them." 

Lowery also showed the board four of the 32 issues 
oUnterCOM she and her students have produced since 
she became adviser fall 1986 and explairied the various 
changes her students have made on the paper. 

Reached for further comment, Lowery said, "It's the 
students' hard work and emhusiam that make changes 
and the success of the paper possible." 

To conclude the presentation Lowery introduced 
Rodney Conley. the assistant editor of this summer's is
sue. Conley. a talented cartoonist, also worked on last 
summer's Wue which cont.a.ins his 1r.!'::ings. 

Lowery also spoke of Dale Dimitri, the managing 
editor for this summer's issue. She related that Dimitri 
who could not be present at the board meeting, OOCame ~ 
reporter for the Texas City Sun this spring while he was 
lnterCOM 's assistant editor, and that he will attend Sam 
Houston State University this fall to pursue a journalism 
degree. 

Commenting further on Dimitri, Lowery said, "I ex
pect great things from him. He's bright, talented and a 
gifted writer. Look f~r him in tht". fnt~." 

• 
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Elevator UP ! 
Continued rrom Page 1----------
not intended specifically for them. "There will be no 
key, anyone can use it, although I'm sure many of the 
young folks will continue to use the stairs." 

The elevator has glass walls so that riders may gaze 

out, and students walking outside may see in as well. Dr. 
Pope said lhis was done for security reasons rather than 

fashionable ones. 
Dr. Pope serves as a liason officer between the col

lege and the contractors (Holliday Builders, a Galveston 

County construction outfit). Among his duties is follow
ing the progress of the various construction projects, 
keeping President Larry L. Stanley and lhe COM board 
infonned, and certifying all payments to contractors. 

The elevator is only one of ~vesal construction pro
jects, costing a total of about $1,254,f:IXJ, that have been 
underway at COM for the past 10 months. Another pro
ject Dr. Pope expects to be completed soon is the track 
around the lake and college. 

"The track, I feel, will be exb'emely gratifying to the 

students bolh visually and physically," he said. 
Other COM construction projects have included, 

new industrial buildings, new parking Jots, covered 
walkways between buildings, lettering on top of build
ings, a gazebo, bulkheading the lake and remodeling the 
Student Center. 

The rate of progress has been criticized as being 
sluggish by some students, but Dr. Pope said that the 
speed of construction has been "fairly typical" for such 

projects. 
"Because of the variety and differences in the pro

jects, it was a difficult task to organize and coordinate 
the work teams and their duties," Dr. Pope said. 

Financial aid 
Continued from Page 1-----------
work-study, scholarships and student assistant programs. 

Work-study and student assistant programs can take 
the shape of tutoring, lawn care, library work and many 
other jobs, depending on student interest and availibility 
of the work, Doyle said. 

Doyle added that government loans used to be an
other option, but the COM Board of Trustees voted to 
discontinue the loan program. 

The first step in seeking any type of financial help 
is just to "drop by the Financial Aid Office and apply," 
Doyle said. 

Don't think you have to be an Einstein to qualify for 
grants or work-study. "Receiving grants or panicipating 

in work-study is based on student need, not perfor
mance," Doyle said. The financial aid forms arc con
cerned with information about the student's income and 
general information. 

But in order to ke.ep receiving financial aid, stuclcnts 

must meet the U.S. Department of Educa1.ion's standards 

of satisfactory progress for students who receive federal 

funds. 
What are these standards? "A student must success

fully complete one half of the semester load, and at least 
six of the credit hours which they attempt," Doyle said, 

adding !hat he thinks lhe standards are "fairly lenient." 

Did you know? 
Amelhyst is Greek for "not drunk." The color of the 

February birthstone is similar to that of wine. It was 
caused by a chemical reaction to iron and was thought to 
prevent intoxication, so small pieces were put in wine 
glasses. Amethyst was formed when molten liquid 

quartz solution was trapped in massive gas bubbles in 
the lava. As. the quartz solution cooled, silica and oxygen 
crystalliud inside . 
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Inte-rCOM needs writers now 
By DALE DIMITRI 
Managing Editor 

Attention fellow scribes: 
Have you ever dreamed of having your byline in a 

newspaper? Do you write, but just don't know who 
would print your work? 

Enroll in COMM 1307 (Writing for the Mass Me
dia), College of the Mainland's beginner journalism 
course and become a part of our award-winning campus 
newspapcr, lnterCOM. 

Whether you're a journalism major, or just wish to 
sharpen writing skills, becoming a membec of the news
p~r staff offers experience in an array of categories in
cluding, straight news, opinions, in-depth repons on sub
jects of your choice, movie-film-book-or-play reviews. 
cartoon strips, political cartoons and personality sketch
es. 

As an InterCOM staffer you get hands-on experi
ence in the construction of a newspaper, starting from 
the skeletal stages of coming up with story ideas to pro
ducing the final product. 

Writers who already have some journalism experi

ence may enroll in COMM 2305 (Copy Editing and Pro
duction) with the instructor's approval. 

Enrollment in either course must be accompanied 
with the lab, COMM 1129, which meets Tuesday and 

Thursday afternoons for an hour and 20 minutes at the 
studc!lt's convenience. COMM 1307 meets Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 8 to 10:50 a.m. COMM 2305 meets 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:30 a.m. to 12:20 p.m. 

The newspaper staff is an easy way to meet people 
of diversified interests and personalities. 

Besides, as you can see by the size of our swnrner 
staff box, we need some fresh meat, some real go
gctters. 

More samples from writing courses 
Continued from PaK(' 6 

That's why I also like a coffee grinder because without 
that little thing I would be lost. In fact the coffee grinder 
works much beuer than an alarm clock on me. 

I am sure I can expect at least one pleasant thin~ in 
the day: my cup of coffee. 

While drinking my coffee, I have to think how the 
coffee grinder has improved people's lives. When I im* 
agine people trying to break: coffee beans in a mortar 
with a pestle while trying to hurry to get to work, I must 
laugh. The coffee grinder really helps. Even when peo
ple are la!e, they surely find time to make their morning 
c.offee. 

When I'm thinking about people's plesures, I must 

say that a coffee grinder is the most beautiful invention. 
It really makes a difference in people's lives because it 
makes the reach for a cup of rich coffee and a nice break 

easier and quicker. 
Editor's note: Hana Uhrova is a young Czechoslovakian 
woman here on a student visa. She has been in the Unit
ed States for only one year and has made tremendous 
progress in a writing improvement class taughl during 
the Summer II session by Astrid H. Lowery. 

Childhood memories 
By MINH PHAM 
Special to the lnterCOM 

I remember my childhood home as heaven. With 
three rooms and one story, the house in which my family 
lived was neithtt large nor beautiful, but it Was very tidy 

- - thanks to my mother's hands. All the things in the 
house were put into order. Anyone also recognized its 

tidiness when entering into my house. 
My mother was both a mild mother and a skillful 

housewife. She nowished. her children with all her love. 
My father, an officer of the public government in Viet
nam, paid attention to his children's studies. Every night 
he taught us math. My brothers and sisters were pe.ace
ful, and all of us respected our parents. Our parents al
ways indulged us. 

One may dislike his or her childhood home, but I 
could not help liking mine. In my childhood home, there 
were not. bad things happening to my family. All the 
good things appeared to be reserved for my family.! of-

< 
ten had wonderful days in my childhood home. As a 
child, I did not need to worry about anything but going 
to school and playing with my friends and brothCf'S. 

Now I am afraid that I will never have such a happy 
time as I had in my childhood home. I often think about 
it as if it were something precious. My childhood home 
is something in the pasl Certainly I have lost it forever; 
I have lost a precious thing that I can not retrieve. For 
the rest of my life, the picture of my childhood home 
will never be blurred in my mind. 

Editor's note: Minh Pham and his brothers ,Khanh and 
Phuoung, have recently come to the United States from 
Vietnam. The brothers have all made great progress in 
speaking and writing English in classes offered at COM. 
They have recently been enrolled in L. Colwell's Writing 

Improvement class during the Summer II session. 
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Geek Love dwells on 
grotesque for $ $ $ 
By CONNIE McCULLEN 
Staff Reporter 

Imagine having flippers in.stead of arms and legs. 
Imagine being a hunchbacked, albinic dwarf. If you can, 
Geek Love might not seem preposterous to you. 

Al and Lil Binewski, owners a traveling carnival, 
decide 10 inbreed their own "freaks." To accomplish this 
task, they genetically alter Lil's body chemistry during 
her pregnancies with the experimental use of "illicit and 
prescription drugs, insecticides and eventually radioiso
topes." Their motives are money and power. By exhibit* 
ing their children as freaks, Al and Lil can hire fewer 
carnival acts and make more money. 

This ·is how the history of the Binewski family be
gins in Geek Love . This humorous, but disturbing novel 
by Katherine Dunn and was published in 1989. 

Olympia, a daughter of the Binewskis, narrates two 
stories in the novel. "The first s.toJ)' recounts her chiJd
hood as well as the rise and fall of the Binewski family. 
It focuses particularly on Arturo, the Aqua Boy, who be
comes the leader of a people who multilate themselves 
in order to find happiness. The second story occurs in 
Olympia's aduhhood and features Miranda and Lil. Mi
randa, who is Olympia's and Arturo's daughter, is howid
ed by Mary Lick. A former follower of Arturo, Miss 
Lick is determined to cut off the fairly long vestigal tail 
at the base of Miranda's spine. 

Throughout the narration, Arturo can't bear to share 
the limelight with anyone else. He rages out of control 
and manipulateS, bullies and murders to beoorn~ .. Boss 
Freak." He is jealous of his brother Chick's telekinetic 
powers, which Chick uses to exploit Arturo's follow~. 
and of his beautiful Siamese twin sisters, lphy and Elly, 
who play piano. His jealousy leads to his family's abrupt 
fall, including his father Al's death. 

Several acquaintances of this reporter enthusiastic.al
ly suggested Geek Love foe its humor and horror, calling 
it lighthearted entertainment for the summer. They noted 
its appearance in 1989 and 1990 on several bestseller 
book.lists, including the New York Times Book Reviews . 

The novel begins promisingly with the Binewskis's 
children requesting their parents to tell them about their 
beginnings. It quickly grabs the reader's aucntion by fo
cusing on the family's down-home humor and their at
tempts to appear normal. 

However, the author becomes lost in the story by fo
cusing on situations that make the fre.aks appear inhu
man. The story soon becomes sadistic an4 humiliates the 
characters, especially women. ThC images of Lil at
tempting sex with her husband's corpse, Olympia danc
ing naked before a crowd of leering, drunken men, and a 
young girl having her face etched with acid for Miss 
Lick's pleasure are grotesque - not horror genre at its 
best. 

The exploilalion of women and fre.ikS in Geek Love 
weakens the story line. It is an unnecessary ploy use.d to 

attract the reader's attention. It is a sad social commen
tary that the author uses it to sell her book. 

Additionally, the novel's dual story lines collide, 
then become enmeshed. Dunn's fascination with dwell
ing on the unusual makes the book collapse. Therefore, 
the novel is left with nothing but an array of grotesque 
images: 

I doo't recommend the book. 
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Journalists praise 
teacher at meeting 

By CONNIE McCULLEN 
Staff Reporter 

"I was interested in the board meeting the journal
ism students," said Dr. Donald G. Bass when asked 
about the presentation the journalism department gave at 
the College of the Mainland Board of Trustees me.eting 
July 29. 

..I wanted Lo know the relationship of training and 
education here at COM and working and occupations in 
the field," said the dean of Instruction and Student De
velopment, who along with Dr. Henry Pope, dean of 
College and Financial Services, decide each month's 
board programs based on importance and interest. 

To show the relationship 1:ctween education in jour
nalism at COM and employability in the field. journal

ism ins- .wll<IIUC'OM.ad¥,... Ailrid...!a, J.awu.y 
asked three ot: her fomier stllllems ll9W proteositJlllll 
journalists to speak before the board. 

See Board Page 7 

lnterCOM wants you 
• See Page 8 for details on joining up. 

Sammer JnurCOM assistant editor Rodney Conley (standing in bad.) poses with former InterCOM editors. On left, 
Army information offlc:er Ron Bertothy, T/,e LIi Marque Times reporter Dana Gibson. and Housw11 Chronkte sports 
reporter Mike Murphy. They auisted journalism instructor Astrid H. Lowery with a presentation at the COM 
Board of Trustees m<eting July 29. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Got the LRC stalrcaae bltles? 

Elevator to r-escue 
BJ DALlt OJMITRI 
Mn d s£dll« 

Fall je, l 17 1991 studcat.-~ -\ 
have 10endllre wllal !heir con,,, otJllo M;piland 
ped:sr:nbadto. ... Tbanbto•aoon~new 
ele.&111<,whicbalflllhecollegeabollt.$120,000. 

That's right. for studenlltwllo~ rose at 
7:30 a.m. bleaty-eye4. wi:allilljf all !heir body pan,, 

. would we ,. 11 the - time. or lllOSe who 
""11Q11allmir tlicn SlutDl>le io CU1111 in the eveaings; 
the same fate n aited .. 

Tbolu1 · g RcsowceC-IQlin:ases. All of 
whti!-.likel.000 mileaofthoso steepJllllll)lcs. 

But DOI a11JIDOlO bccalNIO I general ... defttor, 
locatediltllle LKC bn a/. faciQgllle MmiPWm• 
1iOn Blriktiug, will ·~1 be ~ boron, 
school swulllis lilll," said Dt. HeorJ Pope, dean of 
CoRep 111!4 Pin ; ial Selvices. "'l'lle clc- CGllld 
open._,;.,, but we""" salelf say it wlll begia at Ille 
Slliltoftd>ool." 

C1usea of tile fall 19!H '""" llli begia Sept. 3. 
'l'bc eleYlll<lr will be of b; O ttWIIS use IO baad.i

capped. l8jm:cd 811d eklcdy poople, J)r. l'l>po said.. bot 

SN~Pllp7 

• 

Financial aid comes in 
many forms: Apply 
By DALE DIMITRI 
Managing F...ditor 

Receiving financial aid is "as easy as filling out 
some papers," said Dan Doyle, director of College of the 
Mainland's Fina.ncial Aid Programs. 

COf1 believes that "educational opportunities of 
students should not be controlled by their financial re
sources," the 1991 campus catalog states. 

And the figures show COM to be funneling some 
money, and a portion of Uncle Sam's moneypie into 
making that belief a reality. "Roughly one third of all 
COM students get financial aid of some kind," Doyle 
said. "And most of that nioney comes from federal 
grants." 

The only criteria one must meet lo receive help. be
sides a lot of tedious paperwork, is student need. Prior 
academic performance is no prerequisite. "It's hard lO get 
turned down for financial aid," Doyle said. 

The most utilized of all government grants is the 
Pell Grant, Doyle said. 

Grants are only one of the financial aid avenues a 
student may pursue. Funding for tuition. books. and oth
er school-related expenses is also available through 

See Financial Page 7 
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What's Happening 

JnterCOM Managing Editor Rodney Conley strikes 
one of a thousand humorous poses he keeps handy for 
tense moment.. during newspaper production. 

(Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

SAB feeds pizza, 
Pepsi to prospects 
lly llELlNDA WILLIAMS 
Staff Reporter 

Pizza anyone? Serving food and drinks is an excel
lent way to entice people to come to a particular event. 
The Student Activitcs Board recently used pizza and Pep
si to draw students to the board's first meeting for the 
1991 fall semester at College of the .Mainland. 

COM Recreation Director Maryann Urick opened 
lhe meeting by introducing the present board members. 
Then everyone was paired up to get to know one anoth
er. Each pair then shared with the group what they 
learned about their partner. The p.i.iring-up idea was a 
great ice breaker. 

Urick, who also sponsors the SAS, was the princi
pal speaker. She said the main focus of the meeting was 
to explain exactly what SAB is and what the group actu
a11y does. Urkk also explained when and where the 
group llleets, how they make decisions of who will be in 
charge of which function, who schedules the band, who 
reserves a room, who orders or prepares the food and 
drinks and so on. She detailed how SAB is supported 
through student activity fees which are paid when a stu
dent registers for school and through money made from 
some of their functions. 

This money pays for the bands, food, guest speakers 
and so on. She explained the requirements for the schol
arships members can earn, and how programs and activi
ties are planned. Chairmen arc chosen, or members vol
unlecr to handle different functions. 

Twenty students attended and participated fre.ely and 
openly with questions and comments. Nine of lhe 20 
were new members. SAB has seven board members but 
only six were at the meeting. 

The meetings are held every Tuesday at 12:30 p.m. 
in Room P-110 in the Gym, and once a month at 7 p.m. 
for students who cannot auend the day meetings. The 
next meeting is set for Tuesday, Oct 8. 

By BELINDA WILLIAMS 
Staff Reporter 

What began as a hobby - drawing, writing and creat
ing cartoons - has blossomed into a possible future for 
the multi-talented Rodney Conley, a 20-year-old student 
and managing editor of lnterCOM, the student news pa
per at College of the Mainland. 

The Mainland United Way contacted Jim Higgins, 
director of Public Relations al COM, in early August 
and asked if he would put together a promotion for an ad
vertising campaign to begin in September. Higgins, 
with a story for a video in mind, contacted Conley toil
lustrate a comic strip to coincide with the video. 

Conley produced a fictitious super-hero cartoon sto
ry, The Adventures of Petroman. Higgins has also ap
proached Conley about putting his talent to work for 
Movin' On, a community college magazine. 

Conley has been drawing since the tender age of 7. 
He said, "My mother still has some of my first work," 
which she saved and put in his baby books. 

Originally Conley wanted to sec his work animated, 
actually moving, and he still wants that, but at the mo
ment he is content with his still drawings. 

In junior high he drew comic strips for himself and 
his friends. As a freshman in La Marque High School he 
became the staff artist for the school newspaper, The 
Pride. The comic strips became more elaborate, and he is 

now in the process of compiling a portfolio of his work. 
Conley will send the portfolio to such comic labels as 
Marvel Comics and DC Comics. 

He said, "My only big problem nOw is affording the 
postage.ff 

Conley says his talent and inspiration come from 
his mother, who also is an anist but mainly does por
traits. She is not doing much with her art now because 
she keeps busy with Conley's younger brothers, 5-year
old Timothy and 2-year-old Trent. 

Conley has taken many art classes, starting in ele
mentary school, and has completed all the required art 
classe.s at COM. Presently he is taking a design course 
and plans to take graphic arts, which applies more to his 
field, when he transfers to University of Houston. 

Not only is Conley an artist, musician, actor and 
writer, but he al59 docs impressions. Vanneise Collins, 
COM assistant to the president, asked Conley to do im~ 
pressions at McAdams Junior High School career Day. 
Collins also asked Conley to speak to the students 
about the importance of education after high school from 
a young college student's viewpoint 

"The kids were great, but I just hope they got the 
message," Conley said. "It was kind of intimidating be
ing in front of 880 junior high kids, but it turned out to 
be a blast." The students even asked Conley for his aul.0-
graph. "That was the thing that really threw me for a 
loop." 

Comprehensive self-study in progress 
Continued from Pne 1.--------

According IO Templer the Steering Commilloo 
was created to plan and design the study and to 
manage nine other committees. The combined 
commiuees will assess COM's progress thorough
ly. 

AU committee members are COM instructors 
as well as some staff and board of bllStee mem
bers. "Thoogh the president of the college and top 
administration personnel are totally informed of 

every finding, they are not involved in the com
miuees, • Templer explained. 

The other nine committees. which Templer 
calls the preliminary committees, must follow an 
assigned section or the 1991 edition of the Criteria 
for Accreditation published by SACS. The criteria 
an, broken down into five areas: Institulional Pur • 
poi;c, lnsti!Utiooal Effectiveness, Educalional Pro
gram, F.ducational Suppon Service.< and Adminis
trative Processes . 

Several committees cover various aspects of 
the criteria booklet, for example both the SIUdent 
Development Services Commiuee and the Llblllty/ 
InS11UCtional Support and Computer Services 
Commiuee cover F.ducational Support Services. 

"Each committee makes compliance ~
mendalions and suggestions that II)' IO conform 
with the Critcria's must and should statements," 
Templer explained. "They fust examine each must 

statement and COJDpale them to the exisaing pmce., 
dures to sec if they arc being carried OUI." 

Ir a commiuee delermines tbal COM does not 
comply with any. must statement, "that particular 
committee must write out a mcommendatioo for 
the conution of the oon-cm,pliance, • Temple, ex
plained. 

On the other hand, if a committee detennines 
that COM does not comply with a should state
ment, that committee must decide if the statement 

ought to be a policy or a procedure. If so, the com
miuee must write a suggestion to correct the situa
tion, Templer Sl.llt<d. 

The self-SIUdy commiuees first write prelimi
nary and then final reports to submit IO the Steer· 
ing Committee. Tben the Steering Committee 
compiles all of tbeoc findings into their own final 
report. Drafts of this final report will be revised 
and edited UDlil finally, the Self-Study Document 
is printed and sent to the president and board of 
trustees who then send it to SACS. 

However, the actual self-study does not end 
dtere, Templer explained. Somellme during 'Pring 
1993, SACS sends a Visiting Committee to COM 
to evaluate, Fmally around December 1993, SACS 
reviews COM's eligibility fa accreditation. 

Templer feels that the best thing about ·the 
self-srudy "is that COM will find its SIR:llgths and 
will gain infonnation to improve on its perfor. 
mance: 

Alcohol'Awareness Week set for Oct. 13-19 
College of the Mainland is taking an active part in 

National Collegiate Alcohol Awareness Weck from Oct. 
13 LO 19. 

The goal is to work toward preventing alcohol mis
use by educating sludcnts ubout alcohol and abuse of it, 
promoting responsibility, increasing awareness of alco
hol prevention and intervention services. 

• 

. . 

• 

Most activities will take place during College Hour 
<Tuesdays and Thursdays, 12:30 to 1 :20 p.m.) in the 
Student Center. One of the acuvities will be a taster's 
booth with non-alcoholic beer and wine. 

For more infonnation contact Vanneise Collins, as
sistant IO the president, at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-

3991, Ext. 407. 

.. 

• 

Ecology feature 
See Pages 2 & 3 I I Bo:,• Nert Door review 
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COM engaged in two-year self-evaluation 
By RODNEY CONLEY 
Managing Editor 

COM, as mandated by the Southern Association of 

Colleges and Schools, has been taking part in this over- man of the Steering Committee in fall 1990. 
all self-study since the 1991 spring semester. SACS is "This is a two-year study starting from spring 1991 
comprised of institutions in all southern states such as to spring 1993," Templer said. 

as, Florida and Virginia. =., -~ ~ ~f)-~largc part 1n this 

Post dary degree-gran · 10ns thaf d ;l-study aMwell. "~' studfltH-bot~~redit and non~ 
n ions of e!i~ ~ ~ ~ r' • ~c#icw " Templer said, 

ncl to 1 
,,.: e are op 4 to any ,!Q j~ iny." tudent As-

y WI '~, ,---~-----· - --- • .\I _, n ms !...:U nal effec-

In order for the self-study to be correclly carried out 
at COM, President Larry L. Stanley appointed Fine Arts 
instructor James Templer Self-Study director and chair-

tiveness surveys began Sept. 18. Results of the student 
evaluations arc still being tabulated. 

See Comprehensive Page 8 

Computer thefts unresolved 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Staff Reporter 

During Summer Session II, two computer thefts oc
curred at College of the Mainland. 

On August 12 Nancy Smith, director of Adult Basic 
Education, reported her IBM computer missing from her 
omce tn ttie Leaming Resource Center. Less than two 
weeks later, on Aug. 22 nursing instructor Mary Hernan
dez discovered her printer stolen from her office in the 
Technical Education Building. 

These are only two recent incidents of a string of 
thefts that have occurred within the the last two years, 
COM Police Chief Howard Miller said. The majority of 
these thefts involved personal items, such as purses and 

wallets, some also stolen from offices. 
In both computer cases, Chief Miller stated that to 

his knowledge the doors to the buildings were locked at 
the time of the burglaries and that there were no signs of 
forced entry. 

Smith, however. said she was unsure whether her 
office door was open between approximately 5:30 p.m. 

ll.llll~ w!Jtl\. iJ!C> lfl\Olrne4 ll> ./il!4 )M:r -,wter 
misSiTI~ emphasized many students were tn and 
around the LRC that day because of early registration. 

In the Hernandez case, however, all witnesses stated 
that Hernandez's office area was secured in addition LO the 
building being locked. Therefore only someone who 

See Thefts Page 7 COM campus Chief or Police Howard Miller 

Gallery presents 4 instructors' work in exhibition 

Robert Levers (on right), guest speaker at the 1991 Biennial Art i,~aculty Exhibition opening SepL 26, interprets one 
of the faculty paintings on display in the COM Art Gallery. The exhibit runs thro11gh Ocl 25. Levers, of the 
University of Texas at Austin, took the opening night crowd on an interpi'etive tour of the works of the instructors: 
Janet Hassinger, Mona Marshall, Betty Polifka and James Templer. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

By llRANDI RYAN and 
MELANI THOMPSON 
Staff Reporter 

Creative ideas dccoratc.d College of the Mainland's 
Art Gallery opening night Sept. 26. The 1991 Biennial 
Art Faculty Exhibilion introduced wall-to-wall talent as 
the night successfully unveiled faculty names and art
work. The featured artists for the exhibit, which doses 
Oct. 25, arc COM instructors Janet Hassinger, James 
Templer, Morra Marshall and Betty Polilka. 

Opening night guest speaker Robert Levers of Uni
versity of Texas at Austin began the festivities with a 
slide show featuring his work. Levers, a ta1ented artist, 
interjected his presentation with much humor. 

Janet Hassinger, an adjunct art instructor, captures 
her work in a theme of half black and white, and half 
color. Hassinger also uses feminine and masculine tech
niques to make a stalemcnt. 

Individuals' perceptions lead to ideas which arc ex
pres.sed as art, allowing them to become artists. 

"Life exists without color," explained Hassinger 
, concerning her black and white imagery. "The tools are 

represented as masculinc,figures and the flowers play a 
feminine role. I am not a fcmininist, but T am making a 
statement for females in this male society." 

COM art instructor James Tempter's ideas come 
from his love for landscapes and his concern for the ecol
ogy. 

See Art Page 5 
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Editorials/News 

Students relax as they listen to music played by the band Frenndz at the Welcome Back Kick-off Sept. IO. Pictured 
in foreground from left, Cos Villarreal, Steve Williamson, Gary Williamson and Alex: &hmidt. 

(Photo by Rodney Conley) 

SAB helps make kick-off success 
lly AMANDA McNOWN 

Staff Reporter 

Al last, Texas weather cooperated wilh a college 
function. The Welcome Back Kickoff had a surprisingly 
good turnoul. With the free Pepsi and live band, who 
could resist? 

The band Frcnnd:i: opened the College of the Main
land kickoff (held in Learning Resource Center breeze
way on ScpL.11 during College Hour) with an upb.fal 
song which had people t..1pping toes and dancing when 
they thought no one was looking. Even the campus po
lice enjoyed the show because a few or th~m were danc
ing to the music. 

In fact, Frcnndz had a few fans of their own lhcrc to 
sec them. One student said she had been to a IOL of 
their conccns and was very impressed with them. Some 
of the songs they played included, "Lovely Day," "I 
Shot the Sheriff' and "Red Red Wine." 

The free Pepsi, which came in a free plastic COM 
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cup, really helped. The day was very warm and the peo
ple must have been thirsty because the line seemed Lo 
go on to the parking lot! Student Activities Board mem
bers served the drinks quickly and with a warm smile. 

Another student thought the kickoff was greaL "You 
don't get this kind of stuff in high school," he said wilh 
obvious enjoyment. In fact, all the students and facuhy 
members were having a gr,cat time. Even Dr. Chester 

Stout, one of COM's counselors, was seen dancing! 
President Larry L. Stanley gave a sincere welcome 

lo new and old students alike. He stressed again and 
again that if a student has a problem he should go sec 
someone and talk Lo them. He also put emphasis on stu
dents being involved in campus and student activites. "I 
feel it is important that students arc involved socially in 
their college as well as academically," he said. President 
Stanley also introduced the SAB members who in turn 
encouraged student p.irticipation in COM activiLies. 

SAS.and Frenndz provided for a pleasant and enter
taing afternoon. And the students who showed up made 

it possible. 

Important events set 
COM has scheduled several important activities and 

evcnL<; in October and November and encourages sLUdenlS 
to take part. 

The Student Activities Board will sponsor a blood 
drive Oct. 8 and 9 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Student 
Center Sun Room. All donors will receive a free T-shirt. 
To schedule an appointment call (409) 938-1211 or 
(713) 280-3991, Ext. 417. 

COM will host College Day Oct. 15 from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. in the Student Center. Several schools will 
participate, including Sam Houston State University, 
Texas A &M University, Texas A&M in G~lveston, 
East Texas State University, Stephen F. Austin Univer
sity, University of Houston-Clear Lake, University of 
Nonh Texas, Houston Baptist University, Lamar Uni
versity, University of Texas in Aust.in and tfie Universi
ly of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston. 

Students will soon receive a reminder mailing re
garding early spring registration to be conducted Nov. 
11-27. Students should get a permit to register before 
making an appointment to see their advisers. They 
should pay their fees at the Administration Building's fee 
paymem window by D<;.c. 2 or be dropped from th,e class. 

The admissions deparunent strongly urges students 
to register early to ensure enrollment in desired classes. 

' 

Ecology: devotion to 
preserving the Earth 
By MELLISSA WRIGHT 
Starr Reporter 

Editor's note: This is the first of a lhree part series on 
ecology. The next two parts will cover recycling and the 

greenhouse effect. 

Most people who have watched television, read 
newspapers, listened to the radio, or paid attention to 
product packaging may have noticed a new trend as of 
late. 

This new Ceo-consciousness, as this movement is 
called, is a trendy topic to discuss at dinner parties and to 
praise at the office. Innumerable people say they sub
scribe to this idea, yet many do not actually understand 
the magnitude of problems the planet faces, much less 
what to do about them. 

Many citizens do not understand that being green 
(ecologically aware) is not simply a mauer of spouting 
ecological statistics at the dinner table. Advertisers have 
managed to fool the public into believing that walking 
the green line is as simple as choosing cloth diapers 
over the disposables or boycotting the Exxon Corpora
tion for the Valdez disaster. The shame in this situation 
is that laymen actually believe these are the facts to 
which saving the planet can be reduced. 

When it comes to discussing such topics as recy
cling vs. landfill usage, things arc not always as simple 
as they appear. In a 15-ycar study conducted in Tucson, 
Ariz., archaeologist William Rathje found that "as you 
might expect, people are an utterly unreliable source of 
information ... if a behavior has a generally positive 
public image, iL is over-reported ... By the same token, 
if a behavior is seen in a negative light, it is under
reported." 

Green is a philosophy, a way of life, a devotion to 
the present and future welfare or the Earth. These things 
are Ulught to children by everday example, and no medals 
or congratulations exist for the hard work that living an 
eco-conscious life requires. 

Small actions arc a step in the right direction, but 
people tend to think that small actions arc so much more 
than they truly are. According to Proctor & Gamble, "A 
majority of consumers will say that disposable diapers 
take up 20 to 40 percent of the space in a landfill, when 
it's really maybe l to 2 percent. But the media pay at
tention to diapers," spokesman Scott Stewart said, "so 
perceptions arc a problem." 

One of the biggest problems facing the planet today 
is vanishing landfill space. The United States alone pro
duces approximately 160 million tons of solid waste 
every year, and about 80 percent of that waste is placed 
into sanitary landfills .. Roughly half of the landfills that 
were accepting garbage IO years ago are now closed. Few 
such facilities are opening today. Some estimates state 
that 25 percent of America's major cities will be out of 
landfill space within the next five years. 

One of the obvious solutions to this problem would 
be to institute an intensive, country-wide recycling pro
gram. Paper and plastic should be the first targets of 
such a project 

1'At least 35 state legislatures are now considering 
more than 250 different bills on plastic disposability and 
recycling ... some of the new laws will be extremely 
far-reaching," according to Jay Stuller with Across the 
Board magazine. 

This talk of recycling leads to the unending-circle 
question of "Should one use paper or plastic?" Disregard
ing the dam..ige plastic d6cs to other areas of the environ
ment, it constitutes 25 percent of landfill space. Plastic, 
if it docs so at all, degrades very slowly, comes from the 
nonrenewable resource of oil and is processed inside pet-

See Being Page 3 
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Biology instructor does what he likes most: teach 
BY AMANDA McNOWN 
Staff Reporter 

"This is something I planned to do all my life," 
says Dr. Roy E. Rhame with a big smile spreading 
across his face. "I enjoy the relationship with the stu
dcnts ... and seeing someone learn. I enjoy teaching." 

Dr. Rhame came to College of the Mainland in Au
gust 1973, and for 18 years has been teaching biology, 
chemistry and microbiology, but his favorite subject is 

biology. "B-iology is interesting, not only to me, but it's 

interesting to most of the people I teach. It's an interest 
I've had since my first high school biology class." 

The biology teacher's favorite thing about being at 
COM is "teaching students." Without any hesitation, he 
states, "That's what I planned to do all my life; that's 
what I wanted to do." He feels that his greatest achieve
ment is "seeing students where they were and where they 
arc now." He adds, "That's the best accomplishment you 
can have." 

Dr· Roy Rhame helps biology student Pamela Avina, who he says is a very good student, with her labwork. 

(Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

The greenhouse attached to lhe Math-Science Build
ing is Dr. Rhame's domain. But he doesn't think of the 
greenhouse as just a hobby. "This is my first job and 
my second love. My first is my garden." He grows vege
tables at his home in Santa Fe and gives most of the 
produce to older ladies who help him shell peas. 

He says that at one time he had as many as 20 dif
ferent plants growing in the greenhouse. Some of the 
plants he now grows in there include scented geraniums 
(some that smell like bananas and coconuts) and Norfolk 
Pine Christmas tre.es. 

"I usually get the small Norfolk Pines and grow 
them," he says. "After Christmas you can take off the 
decorations and have a nice little tree. I usually have a 
plant sale about once a year. I never make any money off 
of it, but (with) the money that I do get in, I buy seed 
and soil and start all over." 

Dr. Rhame is a teacher who really cares about his 
students. Knowing that he contributed in some small 
way in educating studems is the best accomplishment a 
teacher can have. But he jokingly adds, nYour students 
do well after they've had you, or you directed them and if 
they don't, it's your fault." He wants his students to real
ize that education and learning arc a way of life. He tries 
to make his courses fun but not easy. 

"I have a hard time convincing people that I do care 
about them, sometimes. Because when you have cxpec

, tations, they think you're hard," he says seriously. "I 
have a hard job because a lot of people (students) quit." 
In fact Dr. Rhame's message to his students this semes
ter is, "Just sWy with me for the semester. Together we 
can make it." 

Dr. Rhame slrcsscs to his students that just because 
he has high expectations docs not mean that he doesn't 
care. "In order to feel rewarded for something achieved, 
you should work hard for it. If everything you do is 
easy, then yol!..._won't !!_ave that f~cling of accomplishing 

something." 

Thefts on campus may lead to rekeying buildings 
Continued from Page 1----------
could gain access to that area with a key could be viewed 
as a suspect, Chief Mi11er stated. Very little is known 
about the approximate time of the theft other than it oc-

cured between July 29 and Aug. 22. 

This brings up a rather large problem in the eyes of 
Chief Miller. "There is no way to narrow down the num
ber of suspects in either case, due to the fact that at any 

The fall 1991 lnlerCOM staff takes a break. Seated from lef't: Kim Mitchell and Managing Editor Rodney Cot•ley. 
Middle row from left: Amanda McNown, Brandi Ryan, Stephanie Garcia and Melani Thompson. Top row from 
left: Belinda Williams, Cheryl Grady and Jason Cantrell. Not ·pictured Sherry Shaver and Mellissa Wright. 

(Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

• 

• 

time, I eannoL be sure of who has what keys to what 
buildings. This leaves many crimes that have occurred 
on campus over the last two years unsolved because of a 
basic impossibility of who could and who could not be 
considered a suspect," he said. 

Over the years many copies or keys have been made 
and a number of keys have been stolen, Smith indicated. 
"It seems necessary to have a rekeying of all buildings 
for security." 

Chief Miller'also said that a solution to the theft 
problem is rekeying. Then after rekeying all keys would 
be checked in and out by him personally. 

"The new key policy has already passed over the 
desks of COM President Larry Stanley and both deans as 
well a-; the executive council," the Chief stated. "Howev
er, members of the College Senate are giving this new 
bill a great amount of resistance so that it will not be
come college fX)licy." 

Jazz Fest set Nov. 7-10 
The sixth annual Galveston Island Jazz Festival will 

lake place Nov. 7-10. Local and national performers will 
attend. 

The College of the Mainland Jazz Ensemble, direct
ed by Sparky Koerner nnd featuring Tony Campise, a 
guest s.:ixophonist, will perform on the main SU!ge at the 
intersection or 22nd and Postoffice streets Saturday, 
Nov. 9 at 3 p.m. There will be a $5 admission fee. 

Koerner, a COM instructor, is the chairman of the 
Jazz Festival as well as a performer. He feels that this 
will be the year that the Galveston Island Jazz Festival 
becomes a major event for Galveston Island and for 
America's classical music: jazz. 

At 11 p.m. the paddlewhceler the Colonel will en
tertain with a Moonlight Jazz Jam Session. 
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Sports/Features 
Gym offers variety of recreation 
By SHERRY SHAVER 
Staff Reporter 

Located between the Te.chnical Educational Building 
and the Fine Arts Building is the College of the Main
land gym. In this dome-shaped building you can reduce 
stress, exercise, relax: and have fun. 

Any student wilh a COM ID card can use the facili
ties for free. For non-students an TD card will be issued 
at the following fees: adults (18 years old and older) $42; 
youth (17 and younger) $25; family membership $92; 
adult guest $3 per visit; youth guest $2 per visit; senior 
adult with COM senior card free; and children under 5 are 
free. 

Memberships may be purchased at the COM cash
ier's office located in the Administration Building. 

Inside the gym there is a weight room with free 
weights and exercise machines. The aerobic exercise 
room has exercise bikes, a bio-climber, a treadmill and a 
Nordic ski machine. There are two whirlpools, a sauna 
and an indoor swimming pool. Table tennis is also 
available. 

Two racquetball courts are located in a small build
ing behind the gym. Also behind the gym, across Mon
ticello Street, arc six tennis courts, a track and a baseball 
diamond. 

. 
t 

All rccrcat.ion is scheduled around physical cducat.ion 
classes, which have first priority for the use of the facili
ties. Tiip.es available for recreation arc given at the front 
desk. 

Anyone can join a league or be in a tournament. 
The eight tournaments scheduled for this semester are 3 
on 3 Volleyball, 3 on 3 Volleyball-open division, Ten
nis, Table Tennis, Racquetball, Pickle-ball and Frisbee 
Golf. There are four volleyball leagues for adults and one 
"B" level Tuesday night mixed volleyball league. Sign 
up for these tournaments and leagues is at the front desk 
of the gym. 

Several classes and events take place in the gym, 
including Free Introduction to Yoga, Starting an Exer
cise Program the Right Way, Exercise for Stress Reduc
tion, Foot Reflexology WorkshoP, Free Introduction to 
Water Exercise, The History and an in-water demonstra
tion of Deep Sea Diving and Discover Scuba. 

For Halloween, the gym is offering a House of Hor
rors with a carnival, games and a costume contest. The 
event is set for Oct. 26 from 4:30 to 9 p.m. 

COM's Annual Texas Turkey Trot is set for Nov. 
23 . 

For more information contact Maryann Urick, coor
dinator of Recreational Programs and Student Activities, 
in the Physical Educational Building or call (409) 938-
1211 o, (713) 280-3991, Ext. 418. 

I. 

Workers take advantage of the semester break between fall and spring 1990-1991 to regrout the swimming pool in 
the COM gym. Classes, such as Free Introduction to Water Exercise, The History and in-water Demonstration of 
Deep Sea Diving an~ Discover Scuba, are taught in the pool which is fully operational now. For free pool time or 
lap swimming times call the gym at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 418. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Race, tourney held 
to benefit research 
SIDS - silent killer of infants 
By BRANDI RY AN 

Staff Reporter 

A Run for Life man1thon was held early in Septcm · 
ber to benefit research for Sudden Infant Death Syn
drome. 

Run for Life was a 1-mile race in which 50 runners 
participated. Also held to benefit SIDS was a kick.
boxing tournament with approximately 40 participants. 
The fund-raisers collected more than $3,000 for SIDS re
search. 

Every hour in the United States an infant dies unex
pectedly in it,; crib. Since doctors cannot find anything 
physically wron&. with them, these babies are listed as 
victims of SIDS. SIDS is a mysterious disorder that 
seems to occur when infants somehow forget to breathe. 

It takes thousands, even millions, of dollars to re
search such mysteries. As a community, people pull to
gether and try to discover the flaws of nature by mising 
money. Al Garza, owner of Al Garza's American Karate 
Club in League City, holds fund-raisers every year to 
benefit organizations. 

"Once a year, we do benefits of some kind,'' Garza 
explained. "This year, I was approached by a student of 
mine who lost a child to SIDS, and I decided to do the 
fund-raiser to benefit the syndrome." 

As it stands, no one really knows what STDS is or 
why it happens, but there are some things researchers 
have learned about the silent killer. 

"There is no way to tell when it is going to happen, 
though most SIDS babies die while sleeping,'' write 
Kristen Brett and Kathy McKnight in the Florida Sudden 
Infant Death Syndrome pamphlet. "SIDS babies can die 
in any position, on their backs, sides, tummies, etc. The 
baby does not cry out. It happens so fast that the baby 
does not suffer. No one is to blame for the baby's death!" 

Fund-raisers not only help the organizations to raise 
money, but they also serve as learning experiences for 
those not knowledgeable in SIDS . 

"I learned so much more through exposure to anded
ucation about SIDS," Garza said, "T met people who had 
lost children to SIDS, and I realized how blessed I was to 
have three healthy children of my own." 

To learn how to perform mou th-to-mouth resuscita
tion and CPR on an infant, contact the local chapter of 
the American Red Cross at (409) 763-5971 or (71 3) 333-
9700. 

Drug may reduce cholesterol 
An ounce of prevention may be worth a pound of 

cure, but is it cost effective? A Baylor College of Medi
cine and Stanford University study says it can be when 
the prevention is lowering cholesterol with the drug lo
vastatin to reduce heart disease risk. For more informa
tion contact Julie Hicks at (713) 798-4712. 

SAB schedules November, December sports events 
By MELANI THOMPSON 

Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland has a number of sports 
events scheduled for November and December. Most ac
tivities arc free to credit students, but some exceptions 
may apply. Non-students pay a S3 fee for most activi
ties. 

Oct. 8 - Frisbee Golf Tournament - everyone must 
bring their own Frisbee. The tournament 
starts at 6 p.m. 

18 - Outdoor Club trip to Lost ~pies, leaves at 6 
p.m. $8 

22 - Table Tennis Tournament in P-112, 3:30 p.m. 
24 - Three on thr& Basketball tournament, gym 

(no start time available) 
29 - Galveston County Intercollegiate Competition 

Bowling (no start time available) 
30 - GCIC Spocts Day at Brazosport College, 10 

a.m., no fee, must have instructor's permis
sion to miss classes. Will include such 

sports as: volleyball, tennis, softball and 
racquetball. Students only. 

• 

• 

Nov. 6- Outdoor Club meeting, 7 p.m., Student 
Center 

7 - GCIC Sports Day at COM. Sign up in gym. 
12 - Pickleball Tournament, gym, 4:30 p.m. 
23 - Turkey Trot Fun Run/Walk, 8:45 a.m.,1/4 

mile (children) $7; 1 -, 3 - and 6 - mile, 
$10. Fees include T-shirt. 

28-0utdoor Club Canoe and Backpack trip to Big 

Bend, 6 p.m., $80, sign up in gym. 
For more details about any activity, contact Mar

ryann Urick rlt (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 

422. 

• 

Being eco-conscious 
step in right direction 
Continued from Page 2•----------

rochemical plants that pollute the air, the land and water 
systems. Plastic recycling technology also is still in its 
infancy. 

Looking below the surface, though, one finds that 
use of paper may not be so much more eco-conscious 
because "papennaking pollutes water, releases dioxin, 
contributes to acid rain and costs trees. Most trees used 
to make paper are grown with non-renewable fossil-fuel 
fertilizers," Jan Beyea, a senior policy scientist with the 
National Audobon Society, said. 

As far as biodegradable plastic is concerned, this 
type of plastic does not degrade, contrary to public be
lief. The term is a misnomer because it leads people to 
believe that the substance will eventually disappear. Bi
odegradable plastic is simply plastic constructed from 
small plastic particles bound together by some type of 
starch, sugar, or combination thereof, and when these 
chains break, Lhe plastic particles separate. In effect, 
what is left behind is a certainly less visible yet stagger
ingly more dangerous form of plastic: dust. This form of 
plastic also requires sunlight, water and air to break 
down. In a landfill, this does not happen. 

As a matter of fact, sanitary landfills arc exactly 
what the name implies: They are sealed holes in the 
ground designed to prevent d~composition so that harm
ful bacteria and toxic chemicals created as by-products of 
decomposition cannot find their way into rivers, leak 
into the soil or contaminate groundwater supplies. Au
thorities have unearthed materials commonly believed to 
degrade in a landfill, such ncwspupcrs and foodstuffs, and 
have discovcrd the food almost int.act and the newpapers 
guile legible 100 years after burial. 

The plastic or paper issue is not as easy. to solve us 
it once might have been. One l)Ossible solution is that, 
if recycling is an option, use paper. A take-off on this 
idea is that plastic (bags, cups, dishes, and others) can be 
recycled in the respect that they can be reused, so ifrecy~ 
cling is not an option, finding last week's produce bag or 
washing out the bowl you used for this morning's cereal 
definitely is. 

When an individual sets an example for others, espe
cially children, to follow, one person can make a differ

ence. 
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COM campus police pause for photo. Pictured from left, bottom row: Vernon Ewell, Chief Howard Miller and 
Guillerm.a Huerta. Top row from left: Jose Villarreal,Jeanette Swindell and Matthew Clausen. Not pictured: Victor 
Luciano and Mickey House. (Photo by Phil Johnson) 

Campus ·police keep college safe 
Uy BRANDI RYAN 

Starr Reporter 

Dressed in standard uniforms, Police Chief Howard 
Miller and seven other officers patrol the College of the 
Mainland all hours every day, keeping the safety of 
COM students their first priority. 

To ensure that they can attend to their duties proper
ly, an emergency extension, 599, is part of COM's po
lice switchboard. Even though this addition was made a 
year ago. many students arc still unaware that it exists 
for their benefit. 

"Anyone can dial 599 from any campus phone," 
Chief Miller said. "If no one is in the office, the call 
will then be transferred to a mobile phone carried by the 
officers." 

"There is a seven-ring rollover when.a ca.JI is made, 
which means lhcre is a three-second delay before the call 
goes through. The caller should stay orf'the line and 
wait three seconds to initiate their call," Chief Miller 
continued. 

After studying law at Mississippi Valley State Uni
versity in Iuabena, Miss., the chief discovered his aca
demic setting at Houston's Rice University, where he 
majored in communiculions and minored in criminal jus
tice. 

"I felt there was a need for minorities in the law en
forcement field," he explained. "I wanted to serve the 
public and still keep peace. It is an ability to make posi
tive change as well as a responsibility." 

Big or small, purses make a statement 

Still serving the public, Chief Miller, Jose Vissar
rcal , Jeanette Swindell, Matthew Clausen, Vernon 
Ewell, Guillermo Huerta, Victor Luci,mo and Mickey 
House work shift schedules seven days a week, including 
holiduys .ind hurricanes. Some of their services to COM 
include the 599 emergency extension, escort services, 
motorist assistance, crime prevention, lost and found, 
and student counseling. 

Melani 
Thompson 
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Halloween carnival 
promises family fun 
lly STEPHANIE GARCIA 
Starr Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Halloween Carnival is 
set for Oct. 26 in the Physical Education Building. 
Tours for the Haunted House will be given from 4:30 to 
9 p.m. with a costume contest at 6:30 for the cutest, 
scariest, funniest and most creative costumes. Any age 
may compete. Everyone is invited to visit the Haunted 
House and play the games that will be provided. 

The Texas City Jaycees along with COM's Student 
Activities Board and various other campus clubs are 
working with Maryann Urick, coordinator of Recreation 
and Student Activities, to bring yet another fun-filled 
evening of excitement for the whole family to enjoy. 

Tickets will be sold at the door for $3, with a dona
tion of a canned good $2. 

Food and drinks will be available at a minimal fe.e. 
If anyone would like to participate in helping with 

the decorations or selling up a booth, please contact 
Urick at (409) 938-1211 o, (713) 280-3991, Ext. 418 or 
call Glenda Rcbstock at Ext. 417. 
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Features 

Featured in Torn Griffin's comedy Tht Boys Ntxt Door at the College or the Mainland Arena Theater from left are 
Cliff Mabry of Kemah M Barry Klemper, Rod Todd of Texas City as Norman Bulansky, Robert Judd of San Leon 
as Arnold Wiggins and Lewis Parker Jr. of La Marque as Lucien P. Smith. The.play continues through Oct.13. 

Theater auditions open to public 
By JASON CANTRELL 

Starr Reporter 

gic Schwander, has already been cast. Five plays remain, 
and anyone may audiLion for them. All auditions are at 
1:30 p.m. the first day and 7 p.m. the second. The audi-
tion dates follow. 

Hey! Wanna be an actor? Or arc you already one of Auditions for Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, directed by 
those celebrated "thespian-types?" The Biggest Li'! Thea- Jack Westin, arc Nov. 24 and 25. To try out for Lend 
tre In Texas (Collc.i.!C of the Mainland Arena Thcat.re)will Me a Tenor, directed by Cliff Mabry, audition on Jan. 
have open auditions for the remainder of iL<; 20th season 12 and 13. Auditions for this season's student workshop~ 
beginning Nov. 24. Babylon Ill, will be held Feb. 16 and 17, and wilt be 

From the theater's beginning in 1972, the commu- directed by Reggie Schwander. The Hot L Baltimore, di-
nity has been entertained by more than 1,500 perfor- rccted by Jack Westin, will have auditions March 22 and 
mances of more than 100 productions on COM's arena 23. Finally, auditions for Big River, directed by Reggie 
stage. Schwander, will take place April 5 and 6. 

Having used area volunteers from all walks of life as Tryouts for each show are held approximately 10 lo 
well as COM theater students in all productions, the 12 weeks before the opening date of the prodllction. Re-
theater directors have been able to present a variety of hearsals for a production begin about six weeks in ad-
talent to the community throughout the years. vance of the opening, 

Because this is the theater's 20th season, the direc- The opening of Cat On A /-lot Tin Uoof will be 
tors are planning to make this a special year. They en- Jan. 30. Lend Me a Tenor opens on March 19. The stu-
courage bright, talented perfonners and hard-working dent workshop, Babylon Ill, opens on April 23, followed 
technicians to take part in this season's productions. by The I-lot L Baltimore, which opens on May 19. And, 

The first show of the year, The Boys Next Door, di- finally, Big River opens on July 9 . 
rectcd by Jack Westin, is already in full swing. The holi- For more information on audition dates and times 
day special, The Rainmaker, under the d irection of Reg- call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, fat. 348 . 

Prince of Thieves realistic, believable 
B KIM MITCHELL pon.ing cast ~re very believable m their roles. as well. 

y The filmmg makes the castles appear bchevably an-
Starr Repor ter cient. The scenery is beautiful and the surroundings look 

Robin llood: Prince of Thieves will go down as 
one of the more memorable movies of the 1990s. Kevin 
Costner in the lead role portrays a believable Robin de
spite his lack of an English accent. Costner as Robin 
Hood seems invincible and makes a person believe in 
himself, as he does the bandits of Sherwood Forest. 

The acting in the film is superb. Following in the 
footsteps of the late Errol Flynn, Costner presents a 
well-rounded Robin. Alan Rickman gives the perfor
mance of a lifetime as the evil Sheriff of Nottingham. 
Christian Slater gives a good rendition as Will Scarlet, a 
bandit who at first doubts Robin's ambitions. A former 
Robin Hood, Sean Connery is the much-talked-about, 
yet little seen King Richard the Lionhearted. The sup-

real. 
Robin Hood gives his group of outlaws and bandits 

the strength, spirit and hope W fight back against the 
Sheriff of Nottingham. The sheriff has taken their land, 
homes and the lives of many of the peasants. It is Robin 
who convinces them it was time W take it all back.. 

"Nobility is not a birthright," Robin points out. 
"It's defined by ones actions." 

I can honestly say that I enjoyed this movie. I 
would highly recommend it to anyone who hasn't seen it 
yet, especially if you enj9y medieval literature. 

College of the Mainland is having a free viewing of 
Robin Hood: Prince of.Thieves. Friday, Oct. 18, and 
Saturday, Oct 19, at 7 p.m. in the Learning Resource 
Center Auditorium, L-131. 

Boys offer audience 
laughter, message 
By JASON CANTRELL 

Staff Repor ter 

Opening College of the Mainland Arena Theatre's 
1991-1992 season, The Boys Next Door, is the touch
ing, humorous story of four mentally disabled men 
sbUggling in today's world. 

The story begins by introducing Arnold Wiggins 
(Robert Judd), an extremely hyper, energetic person, who 

is a nervous wreck about where his life is leading him. 
Next we meet Lucien P. Smith (Lewis Parker Jr.), a 

mentally slow, large black man, who retains a great 

sense of pride in himself despite his severe mental handi
cap. 

Then COOICS Noonan Bulansky (Rodd Todd), who is 
a sweet but nagging type with a fetish for keys. He be

lieves that with his keys he can go anywhere he chooses. 
He also happens to be lovesick. over his neighbor, Sheila 
(Dolly Fischer), who also is mentally handicapped and is 

always trying to con Norman into giving her his keys. 
Finally we meet Barry Klem per. (Cliff Mabry), who 

manages to function despite his schizophrenia. He is a 

playful know-it-all with past family troubles and "busi
ness" problems with the golf lessons he offers. 

The character who keeps the four together and tries 
to k.eep them in line and out of trouble is social worker 
Jack Palmer (Greg Peters). This is no 'easy task due to 

the outlandish antics of the four "roomies." 
Yet amid lhe chaos and laughter surrounding the 

play a strong message is brought out - that people who 
are mentally disabled are individuals, too. The play 
promplS the audience to a better understanding of this 
facL 

The show allows the audience to become close to 

the charactcrs and to understand that people are people no 

matter what their mental capacity. The close harmony 
that exislS among the cast members and the manner in 
which they interact brings the message across superbly. 

Jack Westin, who directs the play, indicated that this 

is only the second production of TM Boys Nut Door in 

this area. 
Other members of the cast include Bill Low triple 

cast as Mr. Hedges, Sen. Clark. and Mr. Corbin; Eliza
beth Gilbert is double cast as Mrs. Fremus and Mrs. 

Warren; Lisa Charles plays the part of Clara; and Bryan 

B. Myers plays the pan of Mr. Kempler. 
The Boys Next 'Door provides a delightful and 

worth-while night at the theater. I recommend it highly. 
The play continues through Oct. 13. For ticket in~ 

formation and show times call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 

280-3991, Ext. 345. 

Renaissance trip set 
The College of the Mainland Student Activities 

Board is sponsoring a trip to the 17th Annual Texas 
Renaissance Festival. The festival boaslS a recreation of 
a 16th century English village that is alive with music, 
merriment and a montage of arts, crafts, food and fun for 
all ages. The SAB trip is set for Nov. 2 from 8 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Sign up quickly because the limit is fifty people. 

Tickets for the SAB trip are $18 for adults, $12 for 
yo uths 5 to 12 years old and $6 for children under 5 . 
The fee includes transportation in COM's minibuses and 
admission to the festival. 

The festiva l runs for seven weekends from Oct. 5 
through Nov. 17, 9 a.m . to 6 p .m. Discount tickets are 
available if anyone is interested in purchasing them anci 
finding their own lransponation. 

• 
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ABE coordinator lands lead for holiday special 
By MELLISSA WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter 

A tiny brunette with flashing brown eyes and a nev
er-ceasing friendly smile flutters through Suite C of the 
Learning Resource Center saying, 'Tm late! I'm late!" 
She is the ki nd of woman, though, who will stop and 
help anyone in a tight spot. When one thinks of the 
term "special person," Becky Jones immediately springs 
to mind. 

Jones coordinates Adult Basic Education and English 
as a Second Language at College of the Mainland. She 
also acts as a hobby and landed the female lead in COM 
Arena Theatre's next production, The Rainmaker, written 
by N. Richard Nash. 

The play, directed by Reggie Schwander, is the story 
of the Curry family - a father, two sons, a daughter - as 
well as a sheriff and his deputy. Set sometime in the 
1930s, this is the story not only of a midwestem town 
dealing with a drought, but a love story in disguise. The 
family and Lizzie, the daughter, are under the false as
sumption that she is too plain to be admired and is 
quickly growing too old to become a decent wife. This 
defeatist altitude has all marriage attempts failing misera
bly when a stranger comes to town. 

The stranger, Starbuck, tells the father that for $100 
he can make rain for the parched farm. The father, open 
to anything at this point, decides that nothing can hurt 
this already bad situation. 

Jones can still remember the first time she was in
troduced to The Rainmaker by the film version starring 
Katherine Hepburn and Burt Lancaster. "I saw it a long 
time ago and fell in love with it, so that's how I knew 
about it," she said. 

Auditions for the play went smoothly for Jones. "It 
was very short. It only took an hour and they usually 
take longer." She knows that thi s is diffic ult to believe, 
but the only preparation that.vent into her audition was 
"I read the script and prayed a loL" 

Jones expects the rehearsals and performances to 
take "pretty much the rest of my life, but that's OK," 
she said. "I usually study my lines on the weekends, bllt 

you're always thinking about the play in the back of 
your subconscious mind." 

Acting is her hobby, but "if I were going back to 
school, it would be for acting," she said. "I just didn't 
have the nerve the first time around." 

Jones received a bachelor of arts in Spanish and 
English at Houston's Dominican College. That school 
closed down during her junior year. She remembered how 
the administration informed the students about the clos
ing. 

"One day during the fall they just told us that we'd 
better have our credits by the end of spring because we 
won't be here next year," she said. She took extra cla~ses 
that spring and picked up the few credits she needed that 
summer at the University of Houston-Clear Lake. 

Becky Jones, the female lead for the holiday special The 
Rainmaker, poses with the star LRC Suite C secretar
ies made for her. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Cafeteria has food to suit every taste 
By MELANI THOMPSON 

Staff Reporter 

The food isn't quite up to Mom's, but it's fairly 
good here in the cafeteria al the College of the Mainland. 
They have food to fit nearly any taste. And it isn't as 

expensive as McDonald's. 
If you like salads, choose your favorite out of 10, 

which include fruit, pasta, chicken and tuna, of course. 
There are prepared salads which include chers salad, cu
cumber salad and cauliflower salad. If none of these rit 
the bill, try the salad bar with all the old favorites. 

Of course, the all-American favorite - the hamburger 
- is available. There are several variations, including 
cheese, jalapcno, chili cheese and double meat. There 
also arc several varieties of sandwiches, such as the club, 
poor boy and grilled cheese - almost just like Mom used 
to make. Two sizes of french fries will fit any appetite. 
Finger foods such as egg rolls, veggie sticks, and a fojita 
uico are also available. 

Chicken is offered in a variety of types in the cafete
ria: chicken fingers, a chicken sandwich and chicken fried 
unidCm.ified. 

If you get to school early (at 8 a.m. or slightly lat
er) and arc hungry because your brother, sister, room
mate or child ate all of the cereal, COM offers McDo
nald's-like fare. There arc meat, egg and toast combina
tions, pancakes, taquitos (with cheese if yOu prefer), 
breakfast sandwiches and a "big breakfast." ft is big. 
There also are side orders including bacon and hash
browns. If you're just not up to making such a momen
tous decision at such an early time, you can just have 
cold cereal. , 

Between classes, when you arc dying of thirst, 
think of your school cafeteria instead of the Coke ma~ 
chine. To quench your thirst, Lry Coke, Diet Coke, 
Sprite, Root Beer, Dr. Pepper, too, lemonade, fruit 
punch, milk or orange juice. Three sizes (unrefillablc) 
or a refillable "jug" (for lack of a better word) arc sure to 
keep everybody happy. The initial investment on the 
jug isn't too bad, just $2.99, and refills are only 89 
cents. 

If you don't particularly feel like bringing money 
every day, contact Patty, the kitchen manager at Ext. 
416, and ask about purchasing a meal ticket. The cafete
ria is open every school day from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Poetry contest opens Oct. 1; entry free 
This year $12,000 in prizes will be awarded to more 

than 250 poets in tkle North American Open Poeu-y Con
test sponsored by the National Library of Poetry. The 
contest is open to everyone. Any poet, whether previ
ously published or not, can be a winner. Also, every 
poem entered has a chance to be published in a deluxe, 
hardbound anthology. The contest opens Oct 1 and entry 
is free. 

• 

To emcr, send an original paem, on any subject or 
in any style, to the National Library of Poetry, 5-E 
Gwynns Mill Ct., P.O. Box 704-PC, Owings Mills, 
:MD 21117. The poem should be no more than 20 lines 
and the poet's name and address should appear on the top 
of the page. For more information contact Caroline Sul

livan at (301) 356-2000. 

• 

Jones came by her pos1t1ons at COM quite by acc1-
dcnL She was a secretary in the theater ticket office when 
ABE Director Nancy Smith's secretary became ill. Some 
of the office staff knew her, so she was asked lo substi
tute for the secretary. The rest is history. 

Tm still learning, but I'm not fired yet! So I must 
be doing OK," Jones giggled. 

The most embarrassing thing that ever happened to 
Jones was the night her dress split during a performance 
of Angel Street, a mid-Victorian psycho drama. As she 
cowered in a chair, the zipper on the back. of her dress 
broke. 

"So there I was, in the middle of the stage, in a 
scene where I would in a matter of minutes be forced to 
walk off stage with my back to the crowd and no way to 
tum my back. to them," she recalled. She managed to get 
out of that situation with a magnitude of grace only to 
have the dress do the same thing the next evening. "They 
just didn't fix it well enough," she said. 

According to Jones, the one event that totally 
changed the course of her life was "going to kindergart
en," she related. "I grew up in Galveston, and I remem
ber standing on Grandma's front JX!rch the night before 
my first day of school, thinking to myself, 'Life as 1 
know it is over. Now f have to deal with other people's 
demands.' I was content lo have worry-free and care-free 

days. 

"f had a good family life. My parents stayed togeth
er. I had an older brother, a younger sister and two 
younger brothers," Jones said. "My dad was supportive, 
and my mother saw us as individuals. Everybody got to 
do their own thing, and she never uicd to compare us. 

· "If she had been less liberal minded , I would have 
turned out differently. Thank goodness she wasn't like 
my relatives in trying to fit me into. a mold. When 
things like that begin happening, r begin rebelling," she 
continued. 

"GOO has been very good to me," she finished. 

'· Art gallery exhibit 
Coniinuecll'rom Pa~ 1-------
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Coan area. .lf<n "is a serle$ of paindQgs delailing 

, sceneuhe has seen ainif!ht in her '-lll8hts,. . 
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lowed. ~ pullcll, cl,ips and dips, ... and 

odter snack !bods"""" availal>lc, tree or chargt. 

1 . The gallery a. located at the .-<>f the Fine 
Arts Buildi•g. F'me art$ ....-Y Joyce Palmer""" 
point anyone in die right direclion once llley fmd 
her olf,cc, whlcb Is loc.ited in a very noticeable 
glass cubicle, 

Anyone c111niew the painting$ in the gallery '· 
,. Monday througb Friday, 8 a.m. to S p.m. If possi- ·· 

ble. pleuceall allead at (409)938-1:2.11 or {713} 
280-1991, El!,L 348, to make llllie someone )"ill 
be thelt to <>pell the gttllery. . 
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Features 

Featured in Torn Griffin's comedy Tht Boys Ntxt Door at the College or the Mainland Arena Theater from left are 
Cliff Mabry of Kemah M Barry Klemper, Rod Todd of Texas City as Norman Bulansky, Robert Judd of San Leon 
as Arnold Wiggins and Lewis Parker Jr. of La Marque as Lucien P. Smith. The.play continues through Oct.13. 

Theater auditions open to public 
By JASON CANTRELL 

Starr Reporter 

gic Schwander, has already been cast. Five plays remain, 
and anyone may audiLion for them. All auditions are at 
1:30 p.m. the first day and 7 p.m. the second. The audi-
tion dates follow. 

Hey! Wanna be an actor? Or arc you already one of Auditions for Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, directed by 
those celebrated "thespian-types?" The Biggest Li'! Thea- Jack Westin, arc Nov. 24 and 25. To try out for Lend 
tre In Texas (Collc.i.!C of the Mainland Arena Thcat.re)will Me a Tenor, directed by Cliff Mabry, audition on Jan. 
have open auditions for the remainder of iL<; 20th season 12 and 13. Auditions for this season's student workshop~ 
beginning Nov. 24. Babylon Ill, will be held Feb. 16 and 17, and wilt be 

From the theater's beginning in 1972, the commu- directed by Reggie Schwander. The Hot L Baltimore, di-
nity has been entertained by more than 1,500 perfor- rccted by Jack Westin, will have auditions March 22 and 
mances of more than 100 productions on COM's arena 23. Finally, auditions for Big River, directed by Reggie 
stage. Schwander, will take place April 5 and 6. 

Having used area volunteers from all walks of life as Tryouts for each show are held approximately 10 lo 
well as COM theater students in all productions, the 12 weeks before the opening date of the prodllction. Re-
theater directors have been able to present a variety of hearsals for a production begin about six weeks in ad-
talent to the community throughout the years. vance of the opening, 

Because this is the theater's 20th season, the direc- The opening of Cat On A /-lot Tin Uoof will be 
tors are planning to make this a special year. They en- Jan. 30. Lend Me a Tenor opens on March 19. The stu-
courage bright, talented perfonners and hard-working dent workshop, Babylon Ill, opens on April 23, followed 
technicians to take part in this season's productions. by The I-lot L Baltimore, which opens on May 19. And, 

The first show of the year, The Boys Next Door, di- finally, Big River opens on July 9 . 
rectcd by Jack Westin, is already in full swing. The holi- For more information on audition dates and times 
day special, The Rainmaker, under the d irection of Reg- call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, fat. 348 . 

Prince of Thieves realistic, believable 
B KIM MITCHELL pon.ing cast ~re very believable m their roles. as well. 

y The filmmg makes the castles appear bchevably an-
Starr Repor ter cient. The scenery is beautiful and the surroundings look 

Robin llood: Prince of Thieves will go down as 
one of the more memorable movies of the 1990s. Kevin 
Costner in the lead role portrays a believable Robin de
spite his lack of an English accent. Costner as Robin 
Hood seems invincible and makes a person believe in 
himself, as he does the bandits of Sherwood Forest. 

The acting in the film is superb. Following in the 
footsteps of the late Errol Flynn, Costner presents a 
well-rounded Robin. Alan Rickman gives the perfor
mance of a lifetime as the evil Sheriff of Nottingham. 
Christian Slater gives a good rendition as Will Scarlet, a 
bandit who at first doubts Robin's ambitions. A former 
Robin Hood, Sean Connery is the much-talked-about, 
yet little seen King Richard the Lionhearted. The sup-

real. 
Robin Hood gives his group of outlaws and bandits 

the strength, spirit and hope W fight back against the 
Sheriff of Nottingham. The sheriff has taken their land, 
homes and the lives of many of the peasants. It is Robin 
who convinces them it was time W take it all back.. 

"Nobility is not a birthright," Robin points out. 
"It's defined by ones actions." 

I can honestly say that I enjoyed this movie. I 
would highly recommend it to anyone who hasn't seen it 
yet, especially if you enj9y medieval literature. 

College of the Mainland is having a free viewing of 
Robin Hood: Prince of.Thieves. Friday, Oct. 18, and 
Saturday, Oct 19, at 7 p.m. in the Learning Resource 
Center Auditorium, L-131. 

Boys offer audience 
laughter, message 
By JASON CANTRELL 

Staff Repor ter 

Opening College of the Mainland Arena Theatre's 
1991-1992 season, The Boys Next Door, is the touch
ing, humorous story of four mentally disabled men 
sbUggling in today's world. 

The story begins by introducing Arnold Wiggins 
(Robert Judd), an extremely hyper, energetic person, who 

is a nervous wreck about where his life is leading him. 
Next we meet Lucien P. Smith (Lewis Parker Jr.), a 

mentally slow, large black man, who retains a great 

sense of pride in himself despite his severe mental handi
cap. 

Then COOICS Noonan Bulansky (Rodd Todd), who is 
a sweet but nagging type with a fetish for keys. He be

lieves that with his keys he can go anywhere he chooses. 
He also happens to be lovesick. over his neighbor, Sheila 
(Dolly Fischer), who also is mentally handicapped and is 

always trying to con Norman into giving her his keys. 
Finally we meet Barry Klem per. (Cliff Mabry), who 

manages to function despite his schizophrenia. He is a 

playful know-it-all with past family troubles and "busi
ness" problems with the golf lessons he offers. 

The character who keeps the four together and tries 
to k.eep them in line and out of trouble is social worker 
Jack Palmer (Greg Peters). This is no 'easy task due to 

the outlandish antics of the four "roomies." 
Yet amid lhe chaos and laughter surrounding the 

play a strong message is brought out - that people who 
are mentally disabled are individuals, too. The play 
promplS the audience to a better understanding of this 
facL 

The show allows the audience to become close to 

the charactcrs and to understand that people are people no 

matter what their mental capacity. The close harmony 
that exislS among the cast members and the manner in 
which they interact brings the message across superbly. 

Jack Westin, who directs the play, indicated that this 

is only the second production of TM Boys Nut Door in 

this area. 
Other members of the cast include Bill Low triple 

cast as Mr. Hedges, Sen. Clark. and Mr. Corbin; Eliza
beth Gilbert is double cast as Mrs. Fremus and Mrs. 

Warren; Lisa Charles plays the part of Clara; and Bryan 

B. Myers plays the pan of Mr. Kempler. 
The Boys Next 'Door provides a delightful and 

worth-while night at the theater. I recommend it highly. 
The play continues through Oct. 13. For ticket in~ 

formation and show times call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 

280-3991, Ext. 345. 

Renaissance trip set 
The College of the Mainland Student Activities 

Board is sponsoring a trip to the 17th Annual Texas 
Renaissance Festival. The festival boaslS a recreation of 
a 16th century English village that is alive with music, 
merriment and a montage of arts, crafts, food and fun for 
all ages. The SAB trip is set for Nov. 2 from 8 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Sign up quickly because the limit is fifty people. 

Tickets for the SAB trip are $18 for adults, $12 for 
yo uths 5 to 12 years old and $6 for children under 5 . 
The fee includes transportation in COM's minibuses and 
admission to the festival. 

The festiva l runs for seven weekends from Oct. 5 
through Nov. 17, 9 a.m . to 6 p .m. Discount tickets are 
available if anyone is interested in purchasing them anci 
finding their own lransponation. 

• 
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ABE coordinator lands lead for holiday special 
By MELLISSA WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter 

A tiny brunette with flashing brown eyes and a nev
er-ceasing friendly smile flutters through Suite C of the 
Learning Resource Center saying, 'Tm late! I'm late!" 
She is the ki nd of woman, though, who will stop and 
help anyone in a tight spot. When one thinks of the 
term "special person," Becky Jones immediately springs 
to mind. 

Jones coordinates Adult Basic Education and English 
as a Second Language at College of the Mainland. She 
also acts as a hobby and landed the female lead in COM 
Arena Theatre's next production, The Rainmaker, written 
by N. Richard Nash. 

The play, directed by Reggie Schwander, is the story 
of the Curry family - a father, two sons, a daughter - as 
well as a sheriff and his deputy. Set sometime in the 
1930s, this is the story not only of a midwestem town 
dealing with a drought, but a love story in disguise. The 
family and Lizzie, the daughter, are under the false as
sumption that she is too plain to be admired and is 
quickly growing too old to become a decent wife. This 
defeatist altitude has all marriage attempts failing misera
bly when a stranger comes to town. 

The stranger, Starbuck, tells the father that for $100 
he can make rain for the parched farm. The father, open 
to anything at this point, decides that nothing can hurt 
this already bad situation. 

Jones can still remember the first time she was in
troduced to The Rainmaker by the film version starring 
Katherine Hepburn and Burt Lancaster. "I saw it a long 
time ago and fell in love with it, so that's how I knew 
about it," she said. 

Auditions for the play went smoothly for Jones. "It 
was very short. It only took an hour and they usually 
take longer." She knows that thi s is diffic ult to believe, 
but the only preparation that.vent into her audition was 
"I read the script and prayed a loL" 

Jones expects the rehearsals and performances to 
take "pretty much the rest of my life, but that's OK," 
she said. "I usually study my lines on the weekends, bllt 

you're always thinking about the play in the back of 
your subconscious mind." 

Acting is her hobby, but "if I were going back to 
school, it would be for acting," she said. "I just didn't 
have the nerve the first time around." 

Jones received a bachelor of arts in Spanish and 
English at Houston's Dominican College. That school 
closed down during her junior year. She remembered how 
the administration informed the students about the clos
ing. 

"One day during the fall they just told us that we'd 
better have our credits by the end of spring because we 
won't be here next year," she said. She took extra cla~ses 
that spring and picked up the few credits she needed that 
summer at the University of Houston-Clear Lake. 

Becky Jones, the female lead for the holiday special The 
Rainmaker, poses with the star LRC Suite C secretar
ies made for her. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Cafeteria has food to suit every taste 
By MELANI THOMPSON 

Staff Reporter 

The food isn't quite up to Mom's, but it's fairly 
good here in the cafeteria al the College of the Mainland. 
They have food to fit nearly any taste. And it isn't as 

expensive as McDonald's. 
If you like salads, choose your favorite out of 10, 

which include fruit, pasta, chicken and tuna, of course. 
There are prepared salads which include chers salad, cu
cumber salad and cauliflower salad. If none of these rit 
the bill, try the salad bar with all the old favorites. 

Of course, the all-American favorite - the hamburger 
- is available. There are several variations, including 
cheese, jalapcno, chili cheese and double meat. There 
also arc several varieties of sandwiches, such as the club, 
poor boy and grilled cheese - almost just like Mom used 
to make. Two sizes of french fries will fit any appetite. 
Finger foods such as egg rolls, veggie sticks, and a fojita 
uico are also available. 

Chicken is offered in a variety of types in the cafete
ria: chicken fingers, a chicken sandwich and chicken fried 
unidCm.ified. 

If you get to school early (at 8 a.m. or slightly lat
er) and arc hungry because your brother, sister, room
mate or child ate all of the cereal, COM offers McDo
nald's-like fare. There arc meat, egg and toast combina
tions, pancakes, taquitos (with cheese if yOu prefer), 
breakfast sandwiches and a "big breakfast." ft is big. 
There also are side orders including bacon and hash
browns. If you're just not up to making such a momen
tous decision at such an early time, you can just have 
cold cereal. , 

Between classes, when you arc dying of thirst, 
think of your school cafeteria instead of the Coke ma~ 
chine. To quench your thirst, Lry Coke, Diet Coke, 
Sprite, Root Beer, Dr. Pepper, too, lemonade, fruit 
punch, milk or orange juice. Three sizes (unrefillablc) 
or a refillable "jug" (for lack of a better word) arc sure to 
keep everybody happy. The initial investment on the 
jug isn't too bad, just $2.99, and refills are only 89 
cents. 

If you don't particularly feel like bringing money 
every day, contact Patty, the kitchen manager at Ext. 
416, and ask about purchasing a meal ticket. The cafete
ria is open every school day from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Poetry contest opens Oct. 1; entry free 
This year $12,000 in prizes will be awarded to more 

than 250 poets in tkle North American Open Poeu-y Con
test sponsored by the National Library of Poetry. The 
contest is open to everyone. Any poet, whether previ
ously published or not, can be a winner. Also, every 
poem entered has a chance to be published in a deluxe, 
hardbound anthology. The contest opens Oct 1 and entry 
is free. 

• 

To emcr, send an original paem, on any subject or 
in any style, to the National Library of Poetry, 5-E 
Gwynns Mill Ct., P.O. Box 704-PC, Owings Mills, 
:MD 21117. The poem should be no more than 20 lines 
and the poet's name and address should appear on the top 
of the page. For more information contact Caroline Sul

livan at (301) 356-2000. 

• 

Jones came by her pos1t1ons at COM quite by acc1-
dcnL She was a secretary in the theater ticket office when 
ABE Director Nancy Smith's secretary became ill. Some 
of the office staff knew her, so she was asked lo substi
tute for the secretary. The rest is history. 

Tm still learning, but I'm not fired yet! So I must 
be doing OK," Jones giggled. 

The most embarrassing thing that ever happened to 
Jones was the night her dress split during a performance 
of Angel Street, a mid-Victorian psycho drama. As she 
cowered in a chair, the zipper on the back. of her dress 
broke. 

"So there I was, in the middle of the stage, in a 
scene where I would in a matter of minutes be forced to 
walk off stage with my back to the crowd and no way to 
tum my back. to them," she recalled. She managed to get 
out of that situation with a magnitude of grace only to 
have the dress do the same thing the next evening. "They 
just didn't fix it well enough," she said. 

According to Jones, the one event that totally 
changed the course of her life was "going to kindergart
en," she related. "I grew up in Galveston, and I remem
ber standing on Grandma's front JX!rch the night before 
my first day of school, thinking to myself, 'Life as 1 
know it is over. Now f have to deal with other people's 
demands.' I was content lo have worry-free and care-free 

days. 

"f had a good family life. My parents stayed togeth
er. I had an older brother, a younger sister and two 
younger brothers," Jones said. "My dad was supportive, 
and my mother saw us as individuals. Everybody got to 
do their own thing, and she never uicd to compare us. 

· "If she had been less liberal minded , I would have 
turned out differently. Thank goodness she wasn't like 
my relatives in trying to fit me into. a mold. When 
things like that begin happening, r begin rebelling," she 
continued. 

"GOO has been very good to me," she finished. 
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Sports/Features 
Gym offers variety of recreation 
By SHERRY SHAVER 
Staff Reporter 

Located between the Te.chnical Educational Building 
and the Fine Arts Building is the College of the Main
land gym. In this dome-shaped building you can reduce 
stress, exercise, relax: and have fun. 

Any student wilh a COM ID card can use the facili
ties for free. For non-students an TD card will be issued 
at the following fees: adults (18 years old and older) $42; 
youth (17 and younger) $25; family membership $92; 
adult guest $3 per visit; youth guest $2 per visit; senior 
adult with COM senior card free; and children under 5 are 
free. 

Memberships may be purchased at the COM cash
ier's office located in the Administration Building. 

Inside the gym there is a weight room with free 
weights and exercise machines. The aerobic exercise 
room has exercise bikes, a bio-climber, a treadmill and a 
Nordic ski machine. There are two whirlpools, a sauna 
and an indoor swimming pool. Table tennis is also 
available. 

Two racquetball courts are located in a small build
ing behind the gym. Also behind the gym, across Mon
ticello Street, arc six tennis courts, a track and a baseball 
diamond. 

. 
t 

All rccrcat.ion is scheduled around physical cducat.ion 
classes, which have first priority for the use of the facili
ties. Tiip.es available for recreation arc given at the front 
desk. 

Anyone can join a league or be in a tournament. 
The eight tournaments scheduled for this semester are 3 
on 3 Volleyball, 3 on 3 Volleyball-open division, Ten
nis, Table Tennis, Racquetball, Pickle-ball and Frisbee 
Golf. There are four volleyball leagues for adults and one 
"B" level Tuesday night mixed volleyball league. Sign 
up for these tournaments and leagues is at the front desk 
of the gym. 

Several classes and events take place in the gym, 
including Free Introduction to Yoga, Starting an Exer
cise Program the Right Way, Exercise for Stress Reduc
tion, Foot Reflexology WorkshoP, Free Introduction to 
Water Exercise, The History and an in-water demonstra
tion of Deep Sea Diving and Discover Scuba. 

For Halloween, the gym is offering a House of Hor
rors with a carnival, games and a costume contest. The 
event is set for Oct. 26 from 4:30 to 9 p.m. 

COM's Annual Texas Turkey Trot is set for Nov. 
23 . 

For more information contact Maryann Urick, coor
dinator of Recreational Programs and Student Activities, 
in the Physical Educational Building or call (409) 938-
1211 o, (713) 280-3991, Ext. 418. 

I. 

Workers take advantage of the semester break between fall and spring 1990-1991 to regrout the swimming pool in 
the COM gym. Classes, such as Free Introduction to Water Exercise, The History and in-water Demonstration of 
Deep Sea Diving an~ Discover Scuba, are taught in the pool which is fully operational now. For free pool time or 
lap swimming times call the gym at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 418. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Race, tourney held 
to benefit research 
SIDS - silent killer of infants 
By BRANDI RY AN 

Staff Reporter 

A Run for Life man1thon was held early in Septcm · 
ber to benefit research for Sudden Infant Death Syn
drome. 

Run for Life was a 1-mile race in which 50 runners 
participated. Also held to benefit SIDS was a kick.
boxing tournament with approximately 40 participants. 
The fund-raisers collected more than $3,000 for SIDS re
search. 

Every hour in the United States an infant dies unex
pectedly in it,; crib. Since doctors cannot find anything 
physically wron&. with them, these babies are listed as 
victims of SIDS. SIDS is a mysterious disorder that 
seems to occur when infants somehow forget to breathe. 

It takes thousands, even millions, of dollars to re
search such mysteries. As a community, people pull to
gether and try to discover the flaws of nature by mising 
money. Al Garza, owner of Al Garza's American Karate 
Club in League City, holds fund-raisers every year to 
benefit organizations. 

"Once a year, we do benefits of some kind,'' Garza 
explained. "This year, I was approached by a student of 
mine who lost a child to SIDS, and I decided to do the 
fund-raiser to benefit the syndrome." 

As it stands, no one really knows what STDS is or 
why it happens, but there are some things researchers 
have learned about the silent killer. 

"There is no way to tell when it is going to happen, 
though most SIDS babies die while sleeping,'' write 
Kristen Brett and Kathy McKnight in the Florida Sudden 
Infant Death Syndrome pamphlet. "SIDS babies can die 
in any position, on their backs, sides, tummies, etc. The 
baby does not cry out. It happens so fast that the baby 
does not suffer. No one is to blame for the baby's death!" 

Fund-raisers not only help the organizations to raise 
money, but they also serve as learning experiences for 
those not knowledgeable in SIDS . 

"I learned so much more through exposure to anded
ucation about SIDS," Garza said, "T met people who had 
lost children to SIDS, and I realized how blessed I was to 
have three healthy children of my own." 

To learn how to perform mou th-to-mouth resuscita
tion and CPR on an infant, contact the local chapter of 
the American Red Cross at (409) 763-5971 or (71 3) 333-
9700. 

Drug may reduce cholesterol 
An ounce of prevention may be worth a pound of 

cure, but is it cost effective? A Baylor College of Medi
cine and Stanford University study says it can be when 
the prevention is lowering cholesterol with the drug lo
vastatin to reduce heart disease risk. For more informa
tion contact Julie Hicks at (713) 798-4712. 

SAB schedules November, December sports events 
By MELANI THOMPSON 

Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland has a number of sports 
events scheduled for November and December. Most ac
tivities arc free to credit students, but some exceptions 
may apply. Non-students pay a S3 fee for most activi
ties. 

Oct. 8 - Frisbee Golf Tournament - everyone must 
bring their own Frisbee. The tournament 
starts at 6 p.m. 

18 - Outdoor Club trip to Lost ~pies, leaves at 6 
p.m. $8 

22 - Table Tennis Tournament in P-112, 3:30 p.m. 
24 - Three on thr& Basketball tournament, gym 

(no start time available) 
29 - Galveston County Intercollegiate Competition 

Bowling (no start time available) 
30 - GCIC Spocts Day at Brazosport College, 10 

a.m., no fee, must have instructor's permis
sion to miss classes. Will include such 

sports as: volleyball, tennis, softball and 
racquetball. Students only. 

• 

• 

Nov. 6- Outdoor Club meeting, 7 p.m., Student 
Center 

7 - GCIC Sports Day at COM. Sign up in gym. 
12 - Pickleball Tournament, gym, 4:30 p.m. 
23 - Turkey Trot Fun Run/Walk, 8:45 a.m.,1/4 

mile (children) $7; 1 -, 3 - and 6 - mile, 
$10. Fees include T-shirt. 

28-0utdoor Club Canoe and Backpack trip to Big 

Bend, 6 p.m., $80, sign up in gym. 
For more details about any activity, contact Mar

ryann Urick rlt (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 

422. 

• 

Being eco-conscious 
step in right direction 
Continued from Page 2•----------

rochemical plants that pollute the air, the land and water 
systems. Plastic recycling technology also is still in its 
infancy. 

Looking below the surface, though, one finds that 
use of paper may not be so much more eco-conscious 
because "papennaking pollutes water, releases dioxin, 
contributes to acid rain and costs trees. Most trees used 
to make paper are grown with non-renewable fossil-fuel 
fertilizers," Jan Beyea, a senior policy scientist with the 
National Audobon Society, said. 

As far as biodegradable plastic is concerned, this 
type of plastic does not degrade, contrary to public be
lief. The term is a misnomer because it leads people to 
believe that the substance will eventually disappear. Bi
odegradable plastic is simply plastic constructed from 
small plastic particles bound together by some type of 
starch, sugar, or combination thereof, and when these 
chains break, Lhe plastic particles separate. In effect, 
what is left behind is a certainly less visible yet stagger
ingly more dangerous form of plastic: dust. This form of 
plastic also requires sunlight, water and air to break 
down. In a landfill, this does not happen. 

As a matter of fact, sanitary landfills arc exactly 
what the name implies: They are sealed holes in the 
ground designed to prevent d~composition so that harm
ful bacteria and toxic chemicals created as by-products of 
decomposition cannot find their way into rivers, leak 
into the soil or contaminate groundwater supplies. Au
thorities have unearthed materials commonly believed to 
degrade in a landfill, such ncwspupcrs and foodstuffs, and 
have discovcrd the food almost int.act and the newpapers 
guile legible 100 years after burial. 

The plastic or paper issue is not as easy. to solve us 
it once might have been. One l)Ossible solution is that, 
if recycling is an option, use paper. A take-off on this 
idea is that plastic (bags, cups, dishes, and others) can be 
recycled in the respect that they can be reused, so ifrecy~ 
cling is not an option, finding last week's produce bag or 
washing out the bowl you used for this morning's cereal 
definitely is. 

When an individual sets an example for others, espe
cially children, to follow, one person can make a differ

ence. 
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COM campus police pause for photo. Pictured from left, bottom row: Vernon Ewell, Chief Howard Miller and 
Guillerm.a Huerta. Top row from left: Jose Villarreal,Jeanette Swindell and Matthew Clausen. Not pictured: Victor 
Luciano and Mickey House. (Photo by Phil Johnson) 

Campus ·police keep college safe 
Uy BRANDI RYAN 

Starr Reporter 

Dressed in standard uniforms, Police Chief Howard 
Miller and seven other officers patrol the College of the 
Mainland all hours every day, keeping the safety of 
COM students their first priority. 

To ensure that they can attend to their duties proper
ly, an emergency extension, 599, is part of COM's po
lice switchboard. Even though this addition was made a 
year ago. many students arc still unaware that it exists 
for their benefit. 

"Anyone can dial 599 from any campus phone," 
Chief Miller said. "If no one is in the office, the call 
will then be transferred to a mobile phone carried by the 
officers." 

"There is a seven-ring rollover when.a ca.JI is made, 
which means lhcre is a three-second delay before the call 
goes through. The caller should stay orf'the line and 
wait three seconds to initiate their call," Chief Miller 
continued. 

After studying law at Mississippi Valley State Uni
versity in Iuabena, Miss., the chief discovered his aca
demic setting at Houston's Rice University, where he 
majored in communiculions and minored in criminal jus
tice. 

"I felt there was a need for minorities in the law en
forcement field," he explained. "I wanted to serve the 
public and still keep peace. It is an ability to make posi
tive change as well as a responsibility." 

Big or small, purses make a statement 

Still serving the public, Chief Miller, Jose Vissar
rcal , Jeanette Swindell, Matthew Clausen, Vernon 
Ewell, Guillermo Huerta, Victor Luci,mo and Mickey 
House work shift schedules seven days a week, including 
holiduys .ind hurricanes. Some of their services to COM 
include the 599 emergency extension, escort services, 
motorist assistance, crime prevention, lost and found, 
and student counseling. 

Melani 
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Halloween carnival 
promises family fun 
lly STEPHANIE GARCIA 
Starr Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Halloween Carnival is 
set for Oct. 26 in the Physical Education Building. 
Tours for the Haunted House will be given from 4:30 to 
9 p.m. with a costume contest at 6:30 for the cutest, 
scariest, funniest and most creative costumes. Any age 
may compete. Everyone is invited to visit the Haunted 
House and play the games that will be provided. 

The Texas City Jaycees along with COM's Student 
Activities Board and various other campus clubs are 
working with Maryann Urick, coordinator of Recreation 
and Student Activities, to bring yet another fun-filled 
evening of excitement for the whole family to enjoy. 

Tickets will be sold at the door for $3, with a dona
tion of a canned good $2. 

Food and drinks will be available at a minimal fe.e. 
If anyone would like to participate in helping with 

the decorations or selling up a booth, please contact 
Urick at (409) 938-1211 o, (713) 280-3991, Ext. 418 or 
call Glenda Rcbstock at Ext. 417. 
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Editorials/News 

Students relax as they listen to music played by the band Frenndz at the Welcome Back Kick-off Sept. IO. Pictured 
in foreground from left, Cos Villarreal, Steve Williamson, Gary Williamson and Alex: &hmidt. 

(Photo by Rodney Conley) 

SAB helps make kick-off success 
lly AMANDA McNOWN 

Staff Reporter 

Al last, Texas weather cooperated wilh a college 
function. The Welcome Back Kickoff had a surprisingly 
good turnoul. With the free Pepsi and live band, who 
could resist? 

The band Frcnnd:i: opened the College of the Main
land kickoff (held in Learning Resource Center breeze
way on ScpL.11 during College Hour) with an upb.fal 
song which had people t..1pping toes and dancing when 
they thought no one was looking. Even the campus po
lice enjoyed the show because a few or th~m were danc
ing to the music. 

In fact, Frcnndz had a few fans of their own lhcrc to 
sec them. One student said she had been to a IOL of 
their conccns and was very impressed with them. Some 
of the songs they played included, "Lovely Day," "I 
Shot the Sheriff' and "Red Red Wine." 

The free Pepsi, which came in a free plastic COM 
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cup, really helped. The day was very warm and the peo
ple must have been thirsty because the line seemed Lo 
go on to the parking lot! Student Activities Board mem
bers served the drinks quickly and with a warm smile. 

Another student thought the kickoff was greaL "You 
don't get this kind of stuff in high school," he said wilh 
obvious enjoyment. In fact, all the students and facuhy 
members were having a gr,cat time. Even Dr. Chester 

Stout, one of COM's counselors, was seen dancing! 
President Larry L. Stanley gave a sincere welcome 

lo new and old students alike. He stressed again and 
again that if a student has a problem he should go sec 
someone and talk Lo them. He also put emphasis on stu
dents being involved in campus and student activites. "I 
feel it is important that students arc involved socially in 
their college as well as academically," he said. President 
Stanley also introduced the SAB members who in turn 
encouraged student p.irticipation in COM activiLies. 

SAS.and Frenndz provided for a pleasant and enter
taing afternoon. And the students who showed up made 

it possible. 

Important events set 
COM has scheduled several important activities and 

evcnL<; in October and November and encourages sLUdenlS 
to take part. 

The Student Activities Board will sponsor a blood 
drive Oct. 8 and 9 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Student 
Center Sun Room. All donors will receive a free T-shirt. 
To schedule an appointment call (409) 938-1211 or 
(713) 280-3991, Ext. 417. 

COM will host College Day Oct. 15 from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. in the Student Center. Several schools will 
participate, including Sam Houston State University, 
Texas A &M University, Texas A&M in G~lveston, 
East Texas State University, Stephen F. Austin Univer
sity, University of Houston-Clear Lake, University of 
Nonh Texas, Houston Baptist University, Lamar Uni
versity, University of Texas in Aust.in and tfie Universi
ly of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston. 

Students will soon receive a reminder mailing re
garding early spring registration to be conducted Nov. 
11-27. Students should get a permit to register before 
making an appointment to see their advisers. They 
should pay their fees at the Administration Building's fee 
paymem window by D<;.c. 2 or be dropped from th,e class. 

The admissions deparunent strongly urges students 
to register early to ensure enrollment in desired classes. 

' 

Ecology: devotion to 
preserving the Earth 
By MELLISSA WRIGHT 
Starr Reporter 

Editor's note: This is the first of a lhree part series on 
ecology. The next two parts will cover recycling and the 

greenhouse effect. 

Most people who have watched television, read 
newspapers, listened to the radio, or paid attention to 
product packaging may have noticed a new trend as of 
late. 

This new Ceo-consciousness, as this movement is 
called, is a trendy topic to discuss at dinner parties and to 
praise at the office. Innumerable people say they sub
scribe to this idea, yet many do not actually understand 
the magnitude of problems the planet faces, much less 
what to do about them. 

Many citizens do not understand that being green 
(ecologically aware) is not simply a mauer of spouting 
ecological statistics at the dinner table. Advertisers have 
managed to fool the public into believing that walking 
the green line is as simple as choosing cloth diapers 
over the disposables or boycotting the Exxon Corpora
tion for the Valdez disaster. The shame in this situation 
is that laymen actually believe these are the facts to 
which saving the planet can be reduced. 

When it comes to discussing such topics as recy
cling vs. landfill usage, things arc not always as simple 
as they appear. In a 15-ycar study conducted in Tucson, 
Ariz., archaeologist William Rathje found that "as you 
might expect, people are an utterly unreliable source of 
information ... if a behavior has a generally positive 
public image, iL is over-reported ... By the same token, 
if a behavior is seen in a negative light, it is under
reported." 

Green is a philosophy, a way of life, a devotion to 
the present and future welfare or the Earth. These things 
are Ulught to children by everday example, and no medals 
or congratulations exist for the hard work that living an 
eco-conscious life requires. 

Small actions arc a step in the right direction, but 
people tend to think that small actions arc so much more 
than they truly are. According to Proctor & Gamble, "A 
majority of consumers will say that disposable diapers 
take up 20 to 40 percent of the space in a landfill, when 
it's really maybe l to 2 percent. But the media pay at
tention to diapers," spokesman Scott Stewart said, "so 
perceptions arc a problem." 

One of the biggest problems facing the planet today 
is vanishing landfill space. The United States alone pro
duces approximately 160 million tons of solid waste 
every year, and about 80 percent of that waste is placed 
into sanitary landfills .. Roughly half of the landfills that 
were accepting garbage IO years ago are now closed. Few 
such facilities are opening today. Some estimates state 
that 25 percent of America's major cities will be out of 
landfill space within the next five years. 

One of the obvious solutions to this problem would 
be to institute an intensive, country-wide recycling pro
gram. Paper and plastic should be the first targets of 
such a project 

1'At least 35 state legislatures are now considering 
more than 250 different bills on plastic disposability and 
recycling ... some of the new laws will be extremely 
far-reaching," according to Jay Stuller with Across the 
Board magazine. 

This talk of recycling leads to the unending-circle 
question of "Should one use paper or plastic?" Disregard
ing the dam..ige plastic d6cs to other areas of the environ
ment, it constitutes 25 percent of landfill space. Plastic, 
if it docs so at all, degrades very slowly, comes from the 
nonrenewable resource of oil and is processed inside pet-

See Being Page 3 
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Biology instructor does what he likes most: teach 
BY AMANDA McNOWN 
Staff Reporter 

"This is something I planned to do all my life," 
says Dr. Roy E. Rhame with a big smile spreading 
across his face. "I enjoy the relationship with the stu
dcnts ... and seeing someone learn. I enjoy teaching." 

Dr. Rhame came to College of the Mainland in Au
gust 1973, and for 18 years has been teaching biology, 
chemistry and microbiology, but his favorite subject is 

biology. "B-iology is interesting, not only to me, but it's 

interesting to most of the people I teach. It's an interest 
I've had since my first high school biology class." 

The biology teacher's favorite thing about being at 
COM is "teaching students." Without any hesitation, he 
states, "That's what I planned to do all my life; that's 
what I wanted to do." He feels that his greatest achieve
ment is "seeing students where they were and where they 
arc now." He adds, "That's the best accomplishment you 
can have." 

Dr· Roy Rhame helps biology student Pamela Avina, who he says is a very good student, with her labwork. 

(Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

The greenhouse attached to lhe Math-Science Build
ing is Dr. Rhame's domain. But he doesn't think of the 
greenhouse as just a hobby. "This is my first job and 
my second love. My first is my garden." He grows vege
tables at his home in Santa Fe and gives most of the 
produce to older ladies who help him shell peas. 

He says that at one time he had as many as 20 dif
ferent plants growing in the greenhouse. Some of the 
plants he now grows in there include scented geraniums 
(some that smell like bananas and coconuts) and Norfolk 
Pine Christmas tre.es. 

"I usually get the small Norfolk Pines and grow 
them," he says. "After Christmas you can take off the 
decorations and have a nice little tree. I usually have a 
plant sale about once a year. I never make any money off 
of it, but (with) the money that I do get in, I buy seed 
and soil and start all over." 

Dr. Rhame is a teacher who really cares about his 
students. Knowing that he contributed in some small 
way in educating studems is the best accomplishment a 
teacher can have. But he jokingly adds, nYour students 
do well after they've had you, or you directed them and if 
they don't, it's your fault." He wants his students to real
ize that education and learning arc a way of life. He tries 
to make his courses fun but not easy. 

"I have a hard time convincing people that I do care 
about them, sometimes. Because when you have cxpec

, tations, they think you're hard," he says seriously. "I 
have a hard job because a lot of people (students) quit." 
In fact Dr. Rhame's message to his students this semes
ter is, "Just sWy with me for the semester. Together we 
can make it." 

Dr. Rhame slrcsscs to his students that just because 
he has high expectations docs not mean that he doesn't 
care. "In order to feel rewarded for something achieved, 
you should work hard for it. If everything you do is 
easy, then yol!..._won't !!_ave that f~cling of accomplishing 

something." 

Thefts on campus may lead to rekeying buildings 
Continued from Page 1----------
could gain access to that area with a key could be viewed 
as a suspect, Chief Mi11er stated. Very little is known 
about the approximate time of the theft other than it oc-

cured between July 29 and Aug. 22. 

This brings up a rather large problem in the eyes of 
Chief Miller. "There is no way to narrow down the num
ber of suspects in either case, due to the fact that at any 

The fall 1991 lnlerCOM staff takes a break. Seated from lef't: Kim Mitchell and Managing Editor Rodney Cot•ley. 
Middle row from left: Amanda McNown, Brandi Ryan, Stephanie Garcia and Melani Thompson. Top row from 
left: Belinda Williams, Cheryl Grady and Jason Cantrell. Not ·pictured Sherry Shaver and Mellissa Wright. 

(Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

• 

• 

time, I eannoL be sure of who has what keys to what 
buildings. This leaves many crimes that have occurred 
on campus over the last two years unsolved because of a 
basic impossibility of who could and who could not be 
considered a suspect," he said. 

Over the years many copies or keys have been made 
and a number of keys have been stolen, Smith indicated. 
"It seems necessary to have a rekeying of all buildings 
for security." 

Chief Miller'also said that a solution to the theft 
problem is rekeying. Then after rekeying all keys would 
be checked in and out by him personally. 

"The new key policy has already passed over the 
desks of COM President Larry Stanley and both deans as 
well a-; the executive council," the Chief stated. "Howev
er, members of the College Senate are giving this new 
bill a great amount of resistance so that it will not be
come college fX)licy." 

Jazz Fest set Nov. 7-10 
The sixth annual Galveston Island Jazz Festival will 

lake place Nov. 7-10. Local and national performers will 
attend. 

The College of the Mainland Jazz Ensemble, direct
ed by Sparky Koerner nnd featuring Tony Campise, a 
guest s.:ixophonist, will perform on the main SU!ge at the 
intersection or 22nd and Postoffice streets Saturday, 
Nov. 9 at 3 p.m. There will be a $5 admission fee. 

Koerner, a COM instructor, is the chairman of the 
Jazz Festival as well as a performer. He feels that this 
will be the year that the Galveston Island Jazz Festival 
becomes a major event for Galveston Island and for 
America's classical music: jazz. 

At 11 p.m. the paddlewhceler the Colonel will en
tertain with a Moonlight Jazz Jam Session. 
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What's Happening 

JnterCOM Managing Editor Rodney Conley strikes 
one of a thousand humorous poses he keeps handy for 
tense moment.. during newspaper production. 

(Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

SAB feeds pizza, 
Pepsi to prospects 
lly llELlNDA WILLIAMS 
Staff Reporter 

Pizza anyone? Serving food and drinks is an excel
lent way to entice people to come to a particular event. 
The Student Activitcs Board recently used pizza and Pep
si to draw students to the board's first meeting for the 
1991 fall semester at College of the .Mainland. 

COM Recreation Director Maryann Urick opened 
lhe meeting by introducing the present board members. 
Then everyone was paired up to get to know one anoth
er. Each pair then shared with the group what they 
learned about their partner. The p.i.iring-up idea was a 
great ice breaker. 

Urick, who also sponsors the SAS, was the princi
pal speaker. She said the main focus of the meeting was 
to explain exactly what SAB is and what the group actu
a11y does. Urkk also explained when and where the 
group llleets, how they make decisions of who will be in 
charge of which function, who schedules the band, who 
reserves a room, who orders or prepares the food and 
drinks and so on. She detailed how SAB is supported 
through student activity fees which are paid when a stu
dent registers for school and through money made from 
some of their functions. 

This money pays for the bands, food, guest speakers 
and so on. She explained the requirements for the schol
arships members can earn, and how programs and activi
ties are planned. Chairmen arc chosen, or members vol
unlecr to handle different functions. 

Twenty students attended and participated fre.ely and 
openly with questions and comments. Nine of lhe 20 
were new members. SAB has seven board members but 
only six were at the meeting. 

The meetings are held every Tuesday at 12:30 p.m. 
in Room P-110 in the Gym, and once a month at 7 p.m. 
for students who cannot auend the day meetings. The 
next meeting is set for Tuesday, Oct 8. 

By BELINDA WILLIAMS 
Staff Reporter 

What began as a hobby - drawing, writing and creat
ing cartoons - has blossomed into a possible future for 
the multi-talented Rodney Conley, a 20-year-old student 
and managing editor of lnterCOM, the student news pa
per at College of the Mainland. 

The Mainland United Way contacted Jim Higgins, 
director of Public Relations al COM, in early August 
and asked if he would put together a promotion for an ad
vertising campaign to begin in September. Higgins, 
with a story for a video in mind, contacted Conley toil
lustrate a comic strip to coincide with the video. 

Conley produced a fictitious super-hero cartoon sto
ry, The Adventures of Petroman. Higgins has also ap
proached Conley about putting his talent to work for 
Movin' On, a community college magazine. 

Conley has been drawing since the tender age of 7. 
He said, "My mother still has some of my first work," 
which she saved and put in his baby books. 

Originally Conley wanted to sec his work animated, 
actually moving, and he still wants that, but at the mo
ment he is content with his still drawings. 

In junior high he drew comic strips for himself and 
his friends. As a freshman in La Marque High School he 
became the staff artist for the school newspaper, The 
Pride. The comic strips became more elaborate, and he is 

now in the process of compiling a portfolio of his work. 
Conley will send the portfolio to such comic labels as 
Marvel Comics and DC Comics. 

He said, "My only big problem nOw is affording the 
postage.ff 

Conley says his talent and inspiration come from 
his mother, who also is an anist but mainly does por
traits. She is not doing much with her art now because 
she keeps busy with Conley's younger brothers, 5-year
old Timothy and 2-year-old Trent. 

Conley has taken many art classes, starting in ele
mentary school, and has completed all the required art 
classe.s at COM. Presently he is taking a design course 
and plans to take graphic arts, which applies more to his 
field, when he transfers to University of Houston. 

Not only is Conley an artist, musician, actor and 
writer, but he al59 docs impressions. Vanneise Collins, 
COM assistant to the president, asked Conley to do im~ 
pressions at McAdams Junior High School career Day. 
Collins also asked Conley to speak to the students 
about the importance of education after high school from 
a young college student's viewpoint 

"The kids were great, but I just hope they got the 
message," Conley said. "It was kind of intimidating be
ing in front of 880 junior high kids, but it turned out to 
be a blast." The students even asked Conley for his aul.0-
graph. "That was the thing that really threw me for a 
loop." 

Comprehensive self-study in progress 
Continued from Pne 1.--------

According IO Templer the Steering Commilloo 
was created to plan and design the study and to 
manage nine other committees. The combined 
commiuees will assess COM's progress thorough
ly. 

AU committee members are COM instructors 
as well as some staff and board of bllStee mem
bers. "Thoogh the president of the college and top 
administration personnel are totally informed of 

every finding, they are not involved in the com
miuees, • Templer explained. 

The other nine committees. which Templer 
calls the preliminary committees, must follow an 
assigned section or the 1991 edition of the Criteria 
for Accreditation published by SACS. The criteria 
an, broken down into five areas: Institulional Pur • 
poi;c, lnsti!Utiooal Effectiveness, Educalional Pro
gram, F.ducational Suppon Service.< and Adminis
trative Processes . 

Several committees cover various aspects of 
the criteria booklet, for example both the SIUdent 
Development Services Commiuee and the Llblllty/ 
InS11UCtional Support and Computer Services 
Commiuee cover F.ducational Support Services. 

"Each committee makes compliance ~
mendalions and suggestions that II)' IO conform 
with the Critcria's must and should statements," 
Templer explained. "They fust examine each must 

statement and COJDpale them to the exisaing pmce., 
dures to sec if they arc being carried OUI." 

Ir a commiuee delermines tbal COM does not 
comply with any. must statement, "that particular 
committee must write out a mcommendatioo for 
the conution of the oon-cm,pliance, • Temple, ex
plained. 

On the other hand, if a committee detennines 
that COM does not comply with a should state
ment, that committee must decide if the statement 

ought to be a policy or a procedure. If so, the com
miuee must write a suggestion to correct the situa
tion, Templer Sl.llt<d. 

The self-SIUdy commiuees first write prelimi
nary and then final reports to submit IO the Steer· 
ing Committee. Tben the Steering Committee 
compiles all of tbeoc findings into their own final 
report. Drafts of this final report will be revised 
and edited UDlil finally, the Self-Study Document 
is printed and sent to the president and board of 
trustees who then send it to SACS. 

However, the actual self-study does not end 
dtere, Templer explained. Somellme during 'Pring 
1993, SACS sends a Visiting Committee to COM 
to evaluate, Fmally around December 1993, SACS 
reviews COM's eligibility fa accreditation. 

Templer feels that the best thing about ·the 
self-srudy "is that COM will find its SIR:llgths and 
will gain infonnation to improve on its perfor. 
mance: 

Alcohol'Awareness Week set for Oct. 13-19 
College of the Mainland is taking an active part in 

National Collegiate Alcohol Awareness Weck from Oct. 
13 LO 19. 

The goal is to work toward preventing alcohol mis
use by educating sludcnts ubout alcohol and abuse of it, 
promoting responsibility, increasing awareness of alco
hol prevention and intervention services. 

• 

. . 

• 

Most activities will take place during College Hour 
<Tuesdays and Thursdays, 12:30 to 1 :20 p.m.) in the 
Student Center. One of the acuvities will be a taster's 
booth with non-alcoholic beer and wine. 

For more infonnation contact Vanneise Collins, as
sistant IO the president, at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-

3991, Ext. 407. 

.. 

• 
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COM engaged in two-year self-evaluation 
By RODNEY CONLEY 
Managing Editor 

COM, as mandated by the Southern Association of 

Colleges and Schools, has been taking part in this over- man of the Steering Committee in fall 1990. 
all self-study since the 1991 spring semester. SACS is "This is a two-year study starting from spring 1991 
comprised of institutions in all southern states such as to spring 1993," Templer said. 

as, Florida and Virginia. =., -~ ~ ~f)-~largc part 1n this 

Post dary degree-gran · 10ns thaf d ;l-study aMwell. "~' studfltH-bot~~redit and non~ 
n ions of e!i~ ~ ~ ~ r' • ~c#icw " Templer said, 

ncl to 1 
,,.: e are op 4 to any ,!Q j~ iny." tudent As-

y WI '~, ,---~-----· - --- • .\I _, n ms !...:U nal effec-

In order for the self-study to be correclly carried out 
at COM, President Larry L. Stanley appointed Fine Arts 
instructor James Templer Self-Study director and chair-

tiveness surveys began Sept. 18. Results of the student 
evaluations arc still being tabulated. 

See Comprehensive Page 8 

Computer thefts unresolved 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Staff Reporter 

During Summer Session II, two computer thefts oc
curred at College of the Mainland. 

On August 12 Nancy Smith, director of Adult Basic 
Education, reported her IBM computer missing from her 
omce tn ttie Leaming Resource Center. Less than two 
weeks later, on Aug. 22 nursing instructor Mary Hernan
dez discovered her printer stolen from her office in the 
Technical Education Building. 

These are only two recent incidents of a string of 
thefts that have occurred within the the last two years, 
COM Police Chief Howard Miller said. The majority of 
these thefts involved personal items, such as purses and 

wallets, some also stolen from offices. 
In both computer cases, Chief Miller stated that to 

his knowledge the doors to the buildings were locked at 
the time of the burglaries and that there were no signs of 
forced entry. 

Smith, however. said she was unsure whether her 
office door was open between approximately 5:30 p.m. 

ll.llll~ w!Jtl\. iJ!C> lfl\Olrne4 ll> ./il!4 )M:r -,wter 
misSiTI~ emphasized many students were tn and 
around the LRC that day because of early registration. 

In the Hernandez case, however, all witnesses stated 
that Hernandez's office area was secured in addition LO the 
building being locked. Therefore only someone who 

See Thefts Page 7 COM campus Chief or Police Howard Miller 

Gallery presents 4 instructors' work in exhibition 

Robert Levers (on right), guest speaker at the 1991 Biennial Art i,~aculty Exhibition opening SepL 26, interprets one 
of the faculty paintings on display in the COM Art Gallery. The exhibit runs thro11gh Ocl 25. Levers, of the 
University of Texas at Austin, took the opening night crowd on an interpi'etive tour of the works of the instructors: 
Janet Hassinger, Mona Marshall, Betty Polifka and James Templer. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

By llRANDI RYAN and 
MELANI THOMPSON 
Staff Reporter 

Creative ideas dccoratc.d College of the Mainland's 
Art Gallery opening night Sept. 26. The 1991 Biennial 
Art Faculty Exhibilion introduced wall-to-wall talent as 
the night successfully unveiled faculty names and art
work. The featured artists for the exhibit, which doses 
Oct. 25, arc COM instructors Janet Hassinger, James 
Templer, Morra Marshall and Betty Polilka. 

Opening night guest speaker Robert Levers of Uni
versity of Texas at Austin began the festivities with a 
slide show featuring his work. Levers, a ta1ented artist, 
interjected his presentation with much humor. 

Janet Hassinger, an adjunct art instructor, captures 
her work in a theme of half black and white, and half 
color. Hassinger also uses feminine and masculine tech
niques to make a stalemcnt. 

Individuals' perceptions lead to ideas which arc ex
pres.sed as art, allowing them to become artists. 

"Life exists without color," explained Hassinger 
, concerning her black and white imagery. "The tools are 

represented as masculinc,figures and the flowers play a 
feminine role. I am not a fcmininist, but T am making a 
statement for females in this male society." 

COM art instructor James Tempter's ideas come 
from his love for landscapes and his concern for the ecol
ogy. 

See Art Page 5 
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What's Happening 

The Student Activities Board offered three student survival workshops during October. The topics were "How to 
survive giving a speech," Roger Stallings; "Time management," Dotti Jones; and "Secrets to effective note and 
test taking, " Sandra Evans. SAB members who helped with the workshops are from left, Felicia F.scobar, Candace 
Lehew, Kathy Harper, Andrea Medellin, Carol Bower, Stallings,Jim Erwin, Betty Day, Tricia Bocco, John Griffin, 
Ormond James and Jan Gomez. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Pathways promotes higher learning 
Continued from Page 1-----------

The mainland se.ction of Pathways is sponsored by 
COM and the Optimist clubs in Dickinson and La 
Marque. The purpose of Pathways is to emphasize to 
students, parents and the community lhe importance and 
ne.ed for education beyond high school. This is accom
plished through workshop programs that promote post
secondary education and introduce successful role models 
to help students realize their potentials for success. 

"The workshops are structured and tailored to fit a 
particular district," said Collins, COM assistant to the 
president and Office of Equal Education Opportunity. 
"Each representative's program looks different in its rep
resentation. but they virtually give the same message." 

Approaching the children at an early age is only One 
of Collins' techniques. She also makes sure to include 
prominent and successful women as role models in an at
tempt to reach middle school girls. 

"To better organize the speakers for all of our work
shops, I tried to look at having a good balance in gender 
as well as a variety of different backgrounds." Collins 
said 

Collins stated that Pathways was inaugurated in 
1988 and headed by Dr. Warren T. Dodson, coordinator 
of COM's cotmceling center. 

When Collins aITivcd at COM fall 1988, she was 
appoinled to P•thways. 

The first workshop COM sponsored was a Career 

and Education Day at Bayou Road Elementary School in 
La Marque May 1989. The panel was composed of an ar
chitect, an attorney, a computer salesman and a Marine 
Corps scrgcanL. COM PrcsidcnL Larry L. Stanley also 
was there and the La Marque High School cheerleaders 
pcrfonncd. 

A Welcome-Back-to-School workshop was held 
September 1989 at La Marque Junior High School and 
feattll'Cd speaker Jimmy Cabrera. fonner president of the 
National Speakers .Association-Houston Chapter. 

The most recent workshops were held throughout 
the day Sept. 25 - Career and Education Day - for sixth 
graders at Bayou Road Elementary in La Marque, seventh 
and eighth-graders at McAdams Junior High School in 
Dickinson and sixth-graders at Stewart Elementary 
School in Hitchcock:. The work.shop also was presented 
at La Marque High School. 

The workshops focused on introducing students to 
people working in the criminal justice system. Local 
judges, lawyers, police officers and probation officers 
spoke at the different schools. 

COM campus Chief of Police Howard Miller was 
on La Marque High School's panel while COM campus 
police members Jeanette Swindell and Jose Villarreal 
were on panels at Stewart Elementary and Bayou Road 
EelemenLary schools respectively. 

COM Board or Trustee members Jim Butler and 
Benny Mauhews were on panels at McAdams Junior 
High and La Marque High schools respectively. 

Holiday special,Rainmaker, opens Nov.14 
College of the Mainland Arena Theatre's holiday 

special The Rainmaker will run from Nov. 14 to Dec. 
15, but will not be shown Thanksgiving nighl or 
Thanksgiving weekend. 

COM Adult Basic Education coordinator Becky 
Jones plays the role of Lizzie while Brink Miller plays 
her father, H.C. Jon Posey and Marl: lennes play Liz
zie's bmllieis Noah·and .lim. ll.ounrling out the cas1.are 

Tommy Baird as Starbuck. Bryan Bound as File and K.' 
Ball Withers as the sheriff. The play is direc!Cd by Assa-

. . 

ciate Direcror Reggie Schwander. 
A special preview of the play was held Nov. 7. 
A dress reheacs;i/ isslated for Tuesday, Nov. 12. and 

another free preview will be available lo COM faculty, 
staff and students Wednesday, Nov. 13. Both free shows 
will begin at 8 p.m. 

Showtimes are Thursdays, Fridays and Satrudays, at 
.. 8 p.m., witll malinocs ou Sundays 01 2:30 p.m. 

· For• ticket information contact Toj,py Swaim at 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, ExL 345. 

• 

• 

Holiday Dance set 
at Blisters Nov. 23 
By MELANI THOMPSON 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's Holiday Dance, set for 
Nov. 23, has a new location this year: Blisters. near Ste
wart Beach. 

For the pa.<.;t several years College of the Mainland. 
and Galveston College have cohost.cd a dance each se
mester. However, due to unforeseen difficulties, Galves
ton College will nol cohost the dance I.his fall, Maryann 
Urick, Student ActiviLies Board sponsor, said. 

Without Galveston College to help fund the dance, 
the San Luis Hotel, where the dance has traditionally 
been held, is out of lhe picture. The cosl of $1,500 to 
$1,700 is morc,than Lhc SAB can afford on its own, 
Urick stated. 

Blisters, a new club that opened Oct. 3, rents the 
bouom floor of their two-story building for dances and 
private parties. One of the drawing cards for having the 
dance at Blisters is that they will provide complimentary 
valet parking, Urick said. 

Tickets for the Holiday Dance may be obtained, at 
the front desk in the gym lobby, free to students with an 
I.D. and $2 to non-students if purchased early. Tickets 
for non-students are $4 at the door. Urick emphasized 
students must have an I.D., and everyone must have a 
ticket and a drivers license. 

Dress for the dance, which lasts from 8 p.m. to I 
a.m .• is casual to semi-fonnal. Refreshments will be 
served and a cash bar will be available for students with 
proper l.D. The SAB is in charge of decorating and pro
viding refreshments for the dance, as weU as the enter
tainment, which this year will be a DJ., provided by 
Blisters. 

The Holiday Dance is geared for everyone. There 
will be Top 40's music, classic rock, "oldies" and coun
try and western. Everyone is encouraged to attend. 

Attendees who arrive obviously intoxicated will be 
asked to leave, Urick slated. Hand stamping will be 
available to those who need to le.ave but wish to retwn. 

For more infonnation about the dance, contact Urick 
at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991. Ext. 418. 

New exhibit at gallery 
The College of the Mainland Art Gallery will 

present works by fiber artist Kay Johns and ceramicist 
Michel Conroy on Nov. 7. The artists will. present slide 
lectures of their works prior to the reception. Both the 
lectures and receptioo an: free of charge. The exhibit runs 
throogh Dec. 13. 

COM Art Gallery boors are Monday through Friday 
at 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

UTMB: 100 years ·old 
The University of Texas Medical Branch at Galves

ton is the oldest health science centel' in the state of Tex
as. From a small teaching hospital with one building in 
1891, lJIMB has expanded ro include four schools, two 
institutes and seven hospitals that admit more than 
26,000 patients annually and treat another 350,000 oo an 
outpatient basis. 'I'he 23-memher student body of 1891 
has grown to include 2,360 students in 1991 and it is es
timated that one in four doctors practicing in the state 
was trained at UTMB. With 64 acres, 72 major buildings 
and an annual budget of $438 million. UTMB is the 
fourth largest public employer in the Hooston-Galveston 
area 

'C,HajJpy thanksgiving 
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Math: The tension builds 
By JASON CANTRELL 

Staff Reporter 

The 1<aching methods of the College of 
the Mainland mathematics department have 
become the subject of much-heated discus
sion. Many students learn differently and the 
results the college has obtained in pass/fail 
percentages of math students in lower-level 
math courses suggest new types of instruc
tion need to be instituted. 

"I like the math situation. you can work 
ahead of others and not be held back by oth
ers members of your class," COM student 
Tobie Post stated. "Also, Lhere is always an 
instructor there in case you have problems." 

The math lab has flexible hours so that 
students may work al their own convenience. 
This helps students who arc having difficulty 
with the courses and need more time in lab 
as well as students who have a job in addi
tion to their college workload and need to 
come at various times. 

"Although the math labs are an effective 
way to prepare students for further educe• 
lion," COM student Jim Erwin stated, "not 
everyone can learn in lhis envll'Onmenl." 

November 
1991 

TIPA Award-winner 

The current system of math instruction 
has some positive aspects. For the lower
level math courses a lab is set up for a 
"work at your own pace" type of program. 
Students who have a good base in mathemat
ics coming out of high school are, for the 
most part. able to quickly move through 
these lower-level courses. These laboratory 
cour.;cs include Math 0300 (Fundamentals of 
Math), Math 0310 (Elementary Algebra) and 
Math 1312 (lnu:nnediate Algebra). 

Bruce Heerssen, a COM math student 
said, 1'The basic problem with my math 
course (Math 0310) is that there is no lecture 
in cl~s to help me understand the principles 
that I need to learn to pass lhe course." 

See Studfflts Page 11 
COM student Sl1*lly Ellis receives assistance with her homework from math 
~ Dr. Gregory Bladt. (Photo by Jason CutreU) 

COM early registration sche 
B7 KIM MITCHELL 

Staff Reporter 

Fairly soon students will receive a notice in the 
ma.ii listing the early mgisttation dates for the 1992 
spring semester. 

Early"'~ is Nov. I t-27ilil! is fot_,ing 

students, but not really for first-time applicants. Also, 
students who have a-.led previously, thoup not Ibis 
semester, may ,eglsta' as long as they have their tran
scripts and application. 

"Students should be able to get it done in 13 days. 
It's a simple process," said Dr. Bob Johnston, director of 
Admissions and Records. The first step for regiswing is 

Morris Overstreet, Criminal Court of Appeals Judge of Austin~ speak& at J\kAdams Juaior High School ii\ 
Dickimon during a Pathways workshop on Carttr Education Day Mlcl Sept. 25. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

' . 

uled Nov. 11-17 
ro make an app<>intment in the divisi-1 olftce with 
your advise<. The second step for registering is to pick 
up your Penni! IO Register (PTR) in the~ Of
fice. Thea you fill out your course sclkldilt with your 
adviser. The final step is ro pay your fee at the cashier's 
window in the Administration Building by Dec. 2. 

Ste Early Page 1 I 

Consortium favors 
higher education 
By RODNEY CONLEY 

Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland, eight other community 
colleges and seven Houston-area senior universities have 
united to encourage middle-school students to stay in 
school, graduate and atumd college afteJward. , 

All 16 institutions combine to form the So'ulheast 
Texas Consortium for Educational Opportunity. The 
consortium includes representatives from member insti
tutions, such as Rice University, Texas Southern Uni
versity and the individual University of Houston cam
puses. 

The consortium developed a program, known as 
Pathways, to be taken to area schools to convey the 
message that students will be supported in their efforts 
to stay in school and that ·their progress will be ~itive
ly monitored. 

"The name of the program is centered around the 
theme 'Finding the path Ways to your fulUre'." said Dr. 
Vanneise A. Collins. who is presently in charge of the 
COM Pathways program. ·we felt that our niche would 
be womng with middle-school ahildreo • ' . ' . ' . . . , . . ' 

. . ' ' ... ; . 

See Pathways Page 12 
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SAB blood drive nets 162 donors 
By BRANDI RYAN 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland fall 1991 blood drive, 
which was held in the Student Center, brought in 86 
donors on Oct. 8 and 76 donors on Oct. 9. The combined 
total, 162 donors. nearly broke the previous record for 
fall 1987 with 163 donors. 

In addition to the 162 donors this fall, 43 people at
tempted to give blood, but were turned away for various 
individual reasons. "I could not donate blood because I 
am a borderline anemic," said Carol Bower, president of 
Student Activities Board. 

To donate blood one must be at least 18 years old or 
17 with parent or guardian's written consent, but no old
er than 70. One must also weigh at least 110 pounds. 

While there arc no specifications for those that take 
aspirin, contraceptive pills, vitamins, weight reduction 
pills, pain pills, or any other non-prescription medica
tion, there are some condilions lhat pcnnanenLly or just 
temporarily exclude people from donating blood. 

If one has a hisLOry of drug addiction, is a diabetic 
currently requiring insulin injections, or has engaged in 
"high risk" behavior for AIDS since 1977, they win be 
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pennanently excluded. If one has rccciVed skin tauoos for 
one year prior to donation or has had severe reactions to 
penicillin or other drugs in the last six months they will 
be1temporarily excluded. An eight-week interval is re
quired. between donations. 

Bower and other SAB members helped to promote 
lhe blood drive by ad~sing that itcmS such as T-shins 
(saying "I Tappa Vein") would be given LO actual donors 
and mugs lo lhose who attempted to donate, but were 
turned away for various reasons. 

"I was scared al first," said first-time donor Yvonne 
Saravia. "I was ignorant as to what giving blood was 
about, but I felt more comforLablc when I realized I 
would be helping other people." 

"COM-'s participation in the blood drive was a big 
help lO The Blood Center of Houston in that it provided 
a place for their personnel to carry out the blood drive," 
said SAB $ponsor Maryann Urick. "This also gave the 
SAB a place to recruit more donors and promote the 
event" 

The Blood Center was established on Jan. 1, 1975 
by the Harris County Medical Society, according to the 
Fact Sheet from The Blood Center. The center assumed 
the rcsponsibilty for providing (full service) all the blood 
and blood component needs to patients in more than 80 
hospitals in a 17 county-area surrounding Houston. The 
total requirements; for this need arc approximately 34,000 
units of blood and blood components monthly. 

The ncxl blood drive is tentatively scheduled for 
Feb. 18 and 19. For any person who has questions as to 
who may donate, please conLact the Gulf Coast Regional 
Blood Center in H<>uston. (713) 791-6280. 

Hey, did you know? 
The Houston Museum of Natural Science is present

ing a new feature in its planetarium. The Case of the 
Disappearing Dinosaurs runs through Dec. 31 and is be
ing presented in conjuction with Dinamation!., the popuM 
lar exhibit of moving robotic diriosaurs on display 
through Jan. 12. · 

The Houston Museum of Natural Science, a private, 
nonMprofit organization, is located in Hermann Park 
across from Miller Outdoor Theatre. The Museum is 
open Sundays from noon to 6 p.m. and Monday through 
Satur<)ay lrom 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Adlllission to tho mu
selllll iii free to .Qlelllbonl;,$2.50 .Cor·non-mlterlidulls; 
and $2 for oon-member children undec 12. 

' 

... Doeslhe College of !he Mainland's math de
~ have ,;·serious prol>leml Yoo bot. · 
'I'IIQµgh ma11y peqpte,d<! not I~ malh and many 
pOOple hlile mlllhel-lllQte lbn' !hey hate tho 
11131h itoelf, lhls is not a case of studell!S blaming · 
· iiie sob.lect or iiie ins-1<>r for a pcroonal lack ot. 
ambition or a skills dcticiency; Students ~t COM. ' 
.find Iha lhe problems run roil much deeper level, 

COM's mallt dqlartmoot has fllrcc class levels 
below that of'MATH 1314, olherwise known as 

. College Algebnl, These are MATH 0300 • Punda
memals llf Miltb, MA TH 0810 , B!ementacy A~ 
braand MAT,!l 13ll • lntonnediale Algebra. The 

.pri,glijtns nself-llwgh1,1'!Udy.-'~ 
· cl;loses. ln.eSlence, studenfs receive tho iextbook, 

lfflfS'w IWdio and·y;..ai iapes. ·~ $Cl100iw 
and 1111 sell'ree to wacli lhomseliies lhe.cimlCll!um. ·: 
.,. ·'lathouy thispoli$yof self-llladJingis ooe 

thai-~1•to~ tiotalld loam . . '"'imd • .,..... w to ,qtue~, • 
tolhosll:wl!Q 11:114 IO RC<id more lime lhen O!hers. 
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Music scholarship established 

A performing arts scholarship bas been established at COM in memory of William Todd Hall of Santa Fe, 
a COM student and an outstanding.saxophonist in the COM Jazz Band and Brass Ensemble until his untimely 
death last year. Hall's family contributed $5,000 to the Coltege of the Mainland Foundation to establish the 
scholarship that will be awarded each year to a music major. COM President Larry T, Stanley, left, accepts 
the endowment check from Hall's mother and father, Bill and Karen Hall, as Hall's s~ter Lisa and Hall's 
mw.ic instructor, Sparky Koerner, look on. 
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CAVE: English help 
By CHERYL GRADY 
Staff Reporter 

There are not enough hours in the day to go on a 
wild hunt for English teachers who have found students' 
papers as ,argets for their grading pens. The College of 
the Mainland Englisq, deparunent has recognized this 
problem and an altemative has been provided. 

Students can seek assistance with writing assign~ 
rncnts at the CAVE (Center for Academic Vocational 
Enrichment). The CA VE is located upstairs on the sec
ond floor (mezzanine) of the library. English teachers are 
on hand at various scheduled times throughout the day 
and week. 

"The CA VE is run by a staff of English inslructors 
who act as 'troubleshooters' for students who have JYQb
lems with writing and need 10 get some help." English 

instructor Breu Jarrett said. "It is also available for sb.J
dents who don't quite 'click' in cla.u and have more ques
tions." 

Ouida Sanmann is at lhe desk Mondays and Wednes
days 9:30 to 10:50 a.m. Thomas Carter mans the desk 
Thursdays from 9:30 to 10:50 a.m. Brett Jarrett is avail
able Thursdays 9:30 to 10:50 a.m. Jo Ann Pevoto is 
available on Mondays 4:30 10 7:30 p.m. and Brenda 
Brown can be located in the CA VE on Fridays 9 to 
noon. A more detailed schedule is available at Suite C of 
the Leaming Resource Center. 

The CA VE also is available for students whose first 
language is not English, and who ne.ed extra help. ESOL 
(English for Speakers of Other Languages) instructor 
Marylou Morrow will be glad to help. She is in the 
CAVE Tuesdays from 1:3010 2:50 p.m. Morrow, in ad
dition to the other CA VE instructors, can also help with 
problems on English papers. 

--"Sliidents-tak--e a stand against~ath department 
Continued from Page 1----------

Although positive aspects exist in the math lab sit
uation. the results have been less than commendable. · 

The statistics for the most recent Summer I and 
Summer II programs show that the math department, in 

comparison to other departments, has the lowest percent
age of classes completed with an A, B, or C, a below
average percentage of classes completed with an A, the 
largest failure rate and a slightly above average number 

of withdrawals. 
The recorded results of the entire history of COM's 

math depanmen, which spans over 20 years, are similiar 
in natw'e to the statistics for the Summer I and Summer 
II programs. 

Students who have a weak background in mathemat
ics generally earn the low grades and need more direct in
struction. These students have many problems with the 
current lab situation and fall behind, eventually drop the 
class and then need to register for the class again. 

"I would like to see the lower-level mathematics 
courses not on1y as a lab course but also being taught in 
a classsroom situation," said Jay Roach, a student who 

has started a petition in favor of amending college policy 
in regard to the math lab situation. 

New math instrucLOr Michael Judge stated, "I told 
the students that if they were unhappy that they need to 
band together to (make a) change." 

The petition Roach is circulating states that a choice 
of lecture courses for the lower-level math cl;wes should 
be given. It has gained support from not only troubled 
math students, but also from COM math instructors and 
tucors, some of whom have signed the petition. 

"Through this petition, I would like to see the needs 
of all math studepts met, not only those particular stu

dents with good math backgrounds, but those returning 
to school after a long absence as well as those who were 

1'0.t .prepared for. co~l~ge-le~el math in high ,school," 
o,_..h..sded, . , .. t.' ,. ', ,· ... ' ,,, ;,'/ 
~~~ \ '· . . ''• 

When Roecb first drew up the. pelition. at>d before he 

• 

began circulating is students who had heard about it ap
proached him asking to sign it, Roach told lnterCOM. 

At the time this story went to press, 193 studcnl.S 
had signed the petition which is still being circulated. 

The petition raises a few questions. Are all the needs 
of COM math students being met by the current meth
ods of instruction? Can the COM math deparunent give 
a student a good base for mathematics learning? What 

type of changes are being suggested to improve the cur
rent dilemma? 

First, docs the COM math department meet the 
needs of every student? 

Many students as well as faculty members say no 

'Tm devoting too much time to malh." said COM stu
dent Chris Duncan. "I have three other classes that are 
suffering due to the time spent on 0300. · 

"The fact that I'm enrolled in 0300 is evidence that I 

need instruction in math, not a lab without instruction " 
Dwicanaddcd. • 

Dr. Ali Ravandi, COM math instructor, stated, "I 
would not advocate COM's math department as a good 
system to help students with a weak (math) back
ground." 

Considering the number of failures and withdrawals 
in conjunction with the opinion ot Dr. Ravandi, one 
might answer the question of whether the math depart
ment provides students with a good base with a firm no. 

The two choices of courses being proposed for the 
math department are a combination class with both lec
ture and lab, or a class that is either only a lab or only a 
lecture class. 

By the time a person is in college, he knows what 
learning style is best for him. Being able to choose from 

several options would allow a student to choose the 
learning environment best for him - the one in which he 

would excel. 
Roooit ,_ hb'!freter.1i co111bidiitldlfc1ass ai\d !hat·· 

this is the, option outH116d in the petition. 

• 

"This combination choice I would prefer, and I think 
this is what will most likely happen," Dr. Ravandi slat
ed. "I think many people will agree with me on this is
sue." 

Dr. Don Bass, COM dean of Instruction and Stu
dent Development, said the combination course is a defi
nite possibility for the spring semester. 

One block to the implementation of these lecture
type and combination. classes is lack of funds . 

"There is no question the math department is being 
deprived of its need for resources," Dr. Ravandi said. "It 
is really bad. We are being ignored heavily. We have 
more contact hours than any other depanment but don't 
get enough attentioo in expenses." 

Because no decision has been made about a change 
in math classes, no figures are available as to the finan
cial burden of implementing the new courses. However, 
student and instructor unrest may soon force the adoption 
of new lower-level courses in the math deparUnenL 

AIDS group changes name 
Community Care For AIDS, Inc. has changed its 

name to the AIDS Coalition of Coas1al Texas, Inc. The 
organization has moved to 1419 Tremont Street, also 
known as 23rd street, in Galveston. 

E~rlyregisttationset · · 
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Campus Life 
COM students perform with Strange Daze band 

Strange Daze singer and guitarist Charlie Rollo 

BY KIM MITCHELL 

Starr Repol'ter 

What if your 10-year-old child came up to you and 
said, "Mommy, Daddy, I wanna be a rock star." 

"Oh no," you might think, "not the most dreadful 
occupation in the world." You might then feverishly try 
to talk him out of iL But what if he stood his ground? 

That's exactly what happened with Charlie Rollo, 
lead singer of a local oond, Strange Daze, and Ken Valen
tino, guitarist of Strange Daze. Both told lheir parents 
alx>ut their career choices when they were quite young. 
Rollo's parents were the first to support him, but Valen-

tino wasn't so lucky. His parents only began t.o support 
him after they realized he was serious. 

Both guys had memorable first times playing in 
front of an audience. Rollo's first time to perfonn was 
in a bar in Santa Fe. "It was embarrassing, but it gave 
me the thirst for performing. It was my first time in 
front of people and they were all drunk," Rollo said. 

Valentino's first performance was at the tender age 
of 6. He performed in front of his mom and dad with his 
mom's French horn. "I couldn't really play. I just 
hummed through it," Valentino stated. 

Both had different musical influences. Valentino's 
were the Beatles, AC/DC, and Pat Methey. Rollo's were 
Jimi Hendrix, Stevie Ray Vaughn and Lynard Skynard. 
As a result they play an assortment of different music. 
As Rollo explains, "The songs are about being an aver
age guy." One, however, is about a more personal exper
ience - a friend's overdose. 

Valentino's musical ideas are a liule different from 
Rollo's in the sense that he tries to write about philo
sophical ideas. The mullC therefore is a mix of blues, 
rock and progressive. 

There is a down side to the music scene, however -
lillle money. Rollo describes himself as a starving musi
cian. "Having money would be nice, 11 Rollo said, so 
when he becomes famous, he plans to pay off the note 
on his parents' house. 

Valentino describes his life as a musician as ade
quate, even though he has no social life. If and when 
they sign a record deal, he plans to buy a house with a 
recording studio. 

Both young men are music majors and attend Col
lege of .the Mainland. on schQ)arships. Valentino lekes 

perfonnance guitar, jazz ensemble and philosophy while 
Rollo is taking choir and getting his basics out of the 
way. Both chose COM for its closeness to their homes 
and the fact that they could stay with the band. 

The other members of Strange Daze include J. Riv
era on bass and Kevin Patterson on drums. 

If the unfonunate happens and this band doesn't be
come famous, Valentino would like to go to Berkley 
College of Music in Boston, Mass., and study to be· 
come a music teacher. He already gives guitar lessons to 
a few people, including a blif!d studenL 

Rollo on the other hand, believes that if the band 
doesn't make it, he'll just become a bum and play in 
cheap hole-in-the-wall places. 

COM singers honored with part in state festival 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Starr Reporter 

Nine College of the Mainland choral students were 
sele.cted to participate in this year's Texas Junior College 

Choral Festival Oct Hi-18. 
After a strenuous period of auditions in the choral 

classes directed by CO M's new choir director James Hef
fel, the students chosen to perform at the festival were 
sopranos Tonya Newell and Tracy Ross; altos Vickie 

COM choir students who participated in the state choral festival at Midland Community College, pause for pboto. 
Back row from left: Curtis Martin, Cbrls DeMoi°t,Abelardo Gana; second row from left: Jonathon Steele Jr.,Heidi 

-'Kulldt, Vickie Flsber, Touyll Newell, Troy Teelerl frpnt row; T~7 ~ Jll!d vl)CIII """"~ ·i- Hofftl. 
~ •: . 

.· .. ,.., ..... ,,., .• 1,,·:'•"'-~' .,.. • •·. · ..• ,, -·~··., ,.·,.·•:···. . ·.' ('l'lllolobyJa1D111rCaatrell) 
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Fisher and Heidi Kulick; tenors Chris Demont, Abelardo 
Garza and Troy Teter, and basses Curtis Manin and Jona
thon Steele Jr. 

The festival was held at Mid.land Community Col· 
lege, and junior colleges from all parts of Texas panici
pated in the events there. 

"We were reaUy well represented at the festival," 
Heffel siated. "I was very pleased with my group's per
formances, and I believe they really benefiued greatly 
from this eYperience." 

According to Heffcl the festival was a huge success 
and included more than 200 of the most advanced young 
singers in Texas. 

The festival concluded with a public perfonnance. 
which drew an audience of roughly I 50 to 200 people, 
and was conducted by Dr. Joseph Flummerfel~ director 
of Choral Activities at Westminster Choir College, 
Princeton. N.J. 

This is just one of the many activities Heffel has 
planned for the choral department this year. Later this se
mester one of COM's soloists, Cunis Martin, will per
form in an intercollegiate student recital at the central 
campus of Haus.ton Community College. 

Also the choral groups, COM Singers and Studio 
Singers, will give a holiday performance at COM for the 
general public. The show will include group performanc
es as well as soloists. It is planned for late November or 
early December. 

The COM Singers will participate in the Gulf Coast 
Intercollegiate Conference Choir Festival at Nonh Harris 
Community College in March. As in the recent festival, 
this concert will be a mass choir composed of students 
from the Gulf Coast area. 

The Studio Singers also will perform at the GCIC 
Show Choir Festival in March. This festi .. l will 'sliess 

. ·a combination or choir, <1anee·anc1 c~.' 

• 
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Learning value of 
higher education 

.. ' ... 

. Cheryl Grady · 

This will make it the second time that I have put it 
in writing. Here it goes. "Mom, you were right, and I 
was ..... wrong." There, I wrote it. Don't rub it in! 

The first time I admitted being wrong was when I 
shaved the hair from the left side of my head. Sure, it 
was cool for a while; however, it soon landed me into a 
c1ique that thought it natural to wear live reptiles to 
successfully complete a wardrobe. That's another story 
altogether ... Maybe another time. 

The second time I reali7.Cd that my decision wasn't 
the best for my life, I found myself in a job, sitting be
hind a desk, staring at a group of fat ladies who acted no 
more mature than my 7- year-old cousins! The high
light of my entire week was waiting for "chicken day" 
at the cafeteria Boy! I really did it that time, huh? I hat
ed my job, had absolutly no respect for my boss Or fel
low workers, and I could not stand that stupid office. 

It was then that I re.a1ized the imponance of an edu
cation. 

I was stuck in a dead-end job. There are no other 
words for it When I was in high school, all I could ever 
think about was getting out into ·the real world. After I'd 
had a bitter taste of it and I've realized that I wasn't going 
to get ahead in the workplace without an education. For 
once in my life, I was determined to make at least one 
good decision in my life. That decision was to get a 
higher education_ 

Exhausted from 12 or so years of school, Steve Wil
liamson decided that three months just wasn't a long 
enough vacation away from teachers, books and endless 
homework. Williamson, who cou1d very well pass for a 
member of the reborn "sweathoggs" (of Welcome Back 
Kotter fame) finally realized the imponance of a college 
education. "You're not going to get anywhere without 
college these days," he said while wiping away the tight 
spiral curls that hide his face. Williamson hopes that 
some day he will own his own company, "preferably 
helicopters." he said. "Either that or a head shop (a nov
elty store for tobacco paniphenalia)." 

Denise Cannon also agrees that a higher education is 
important "I want to become a nurse and college is the 
only way to get there," she said. Cannon decided to wait 
a year before furthering her education. She said, however, 
"I would recomend that high school seniors go to college 
fresh out of high school; it is hard to get started again." 

Cannon and Ron Jones have a thing or two in com
mon. He also plans to become a nurse, but Jones has 
waited longec than one year to take advantage of the edu
cation college has to offer. It has been more than 20 
years since he has opene.d a text book. "I want to go into 
nursing to take better care of my family." 

Jones regrets not going to college when he was 
younger. "OLher things seemed more important at the 
time," he admitted. "Wit.bout college it is a harder strug
gle raising a family." 

But Jones isn't the only one in his family who real
ized the importance of higher education. Jones' son 
Wade, who decided to go to college after four years of 
unsuccessful job attempts in the working world, sits 
alongside his father in a few classes. "I was in a dead end 
job," said the younger Jones. "I feel that college will 
teach me self-discipline. 11 

Education is imponant. Hopcfu1ly the confessioris 
from these pride-swallowing souls will spare them from 

,_ ari echo of. ''.l tpJd yo.u so'~." which remi~d.$ me, pf the 
/ time when I was· 9 .:: Oh well, ~evermind, tha,l's ,anothet 
, 8W , ~X~@llO~!i!l11'- , .. , ••• ,·.~·'" ••= 
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COM student Garrette H. McCall picks up a club sandwich from the COM cafeteria pick-up counter. 
(Photo by Jason CanlTell) 

Letters to the Editor 

Readers gripe: food service, attendance policy 
' 

Dear Editor: 
The College of the Mainland cafeteria has numerous 

problems that need to be taken care of in order lO satisfy 
college students. 

We believe that there is a definite problem with the 
cafeteria employees; they are rude. The cafeteria employ
ees need to provide quicker service so the students can sit 
down and finish their meals. 

The college cafeteria also needs a clock, the trash 
cans need to be fixed and more chairs arc needed at the 
tables. 

It would also be of tremendous help if Lhe cafeteria 
intercom could be repaired so orders that arc announced 
can be heard. 

Last of all, it would be nice if Lhcre was a juke box 
in the cafeteria. 

Dear Editor: 

Jeanette Epler 
Luster R. Foy 

Lori Garcia 
D. Alex Ozburn 

The artic1e in the October issue of lnterCOM about 
the cafeteria food was very disappointing. In my opinion 
the quality and quantity of food services at the cafeteria is 
subpar and inferior. 

Now that the COM Student Center has improved 
with the new facelift, it is unfortunate thal no obvious 
improvement in the food services is apparent 

I cannot understand why there were no changes in
side the cafeteria to make it more appealing and appetiz
ing to the students, faculty, staff and administrators? And 
why people in charge of the cafeteria are not asked (or 

N<,.. tbat electionoc ate over and )Oil didn't 
vote, ul< )'Ol&self; • Am I re~ to vou,?• If 
ir.,- Is ""· plelllliO '""!I (II. . . . 

· · Tile right to vore is a privilege that sfi,e& citl-
. :,.ens the right IO cb.w, .wlto ....,_ governm!:11tAl 
rkllisjons tbat aflect the 

II also gi- Oi0ffl1S VOie out of 
,., l!lfice thoBlvwlio,-,'i: ,:msc _ln· oart)'illil , 

_,1tct•dutler.tlrey,.11100tmd;m,,perlotli! ~Ma-·· 
;,.,.,'.": . ., .i ".C: .. :· .· ... ; :':ic':'' :',\\i.)\··c~::,:l:' '.·: /\\ /'H.:'<:.cc.: .. .'.. :\i.:C.>t ·. ,~;, 

• 

forced) to dirt something about their soup-kitchen style 
services? • 

It may be because few or none of them bother to eat 
there. If the cafeteria is not getting enough business it is 
because they are not attracting any. 

I challenge President Stanley and the Deans and any 
other brave soul lO a chicken fried steak special at the 
cafeteria anytime! Please bring your own hardware to dis
assemble the food! 

Sincerely, 
Dr. Ali Ravandi 

COM Math instructor 

Dear Editor: 
Many students disagree with Lhe auendancc policy at 

College of the Mainland. 
The majority of the students feel it's so unfair for a 

teacher to be able to withdraw a student from a class after 
missing three (class) days. The students are paying for 
their education and feel they should be able lo dCCidc how 
many days they can miss. Students with jobs and chil
dren have emergency situations frequently. Most college 
students are adults who can take care of lhcmsclvcs and 
their problems. 

Students feel that if they make up the work and pass 
the class, three days of absence should not count against 
them. Some students feel there needs lO be a small 
change in the attendance policy. 

• 

• 

Jennifer Allen 
Dallas Brannon 

Dawn Davis 
Tom Johnson 
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Features/News 
Halloween Carnival 
frightening success 
By AMANDA McNOWN 

Staff Reporter 

The Halloween Carnival sponsored by Student Ac
tivities Board and the Texas City/La Marque Jaycees was 
a hauntingly great success. It was a unique way to 

provide Halloween fun for the entire family and an al
remative to trick-or-treating. 

The carnival had many game boQlhs as well as 
booths with baked goods, candy, a.ad fodtl and drinks. 
But the haunted house seemed to be the main attrac
tion. 

The haunted house, which was set up by the Texas 
City/La Marque Jaycees. drew long lines. Standing in 
line, one could hear the children shrieking from inside 
the house while little children outside clung to their 
parents. Jaycees gave tours of the haunted house and 
took groups of approximately 10 at a· time through the 

house. Each group w~ given a rope that everyone was 
to hold onto. 

"If you let go of the rope, lhen they can get you, 
but not if you hold on," the guide warned. Of course the 
children held oo tightly. 

Once inside, visitors encountered an electrocuted 
man still strapped to the electric chair, a graveyard com
plete with snakes (spray string) shooting out at them and 
Leatherface from Texas Chain.saw Massacre who chased 
after the group. At the end of the tour a monster crept 
out from the shadows to scare people out of their wits. 

Each booth raised money for its own organization 
through sales of baked goods, food, candy and/or drinks. 
The Texas Nursing Student Association sold baked 
goods, the Literature Club had a booth for tamales, chili 
and cheese, and drinks, and the Student Veterans Organi
zation had a booth with candy apples, candy and baked 
goods. Every booth had something different to choose 
from. 

Children flocked to the game booths. One of the fa. 
vorites of the smaller children seemed to be the Wheel of 
Fun set up by SAB. The children would bet on or pick 
their favorire number on the wheel which was then spun 
around as they stood on the selected number that was 
taped on the floor. If the nwnber the child was standing 
on matched the number on the wheel. the child won. 

One of the favorite games among young men was 
the Skull in One sponsored by the Outdoors Club. The 
object of this game was to hit a golf ball into a skull. If 
the ball made it, the player got a "skull in one." 

The price to get into the carnival was $3 or $2 with 
a canned food item. SAB member Sue Barton said that 
the money Would be split between the Texas City Jay
cees and SAB and the canned food will go to Medy fami
lies in the Galveston County area. 

Mlthad Rebnl l'rit< ror a prize by throwin'g beitt, bags ,, 
through Ille punipkin at tbe Halloween Carni•al held 
in the COM gym Oct.26. (Plioto.by Anianda McN<>Wn) • 

COM cosmelology student, Jan Sanford helps Kelli Jensen, another cosmelology sludenl, wilh her hair in lhe 
cosmerology lab, which is localed across frorn the main campus on Am bum Road in llte Appomallox Squa.-e offices. 

(Pholo by Jasoo Canl.rell) 

COM cosmetology enters 4th year 
By KIM MITCHELL 

Starr Reporler 

For the past three years College of the Mainland has 
provided students a cosmetology program in the Appo
mattox Square offices across from the college on Am
burn Road. The program has grown from having 22 stu
dents and two instructors, Pamela Mayes and Connie 
Foster, to 82 students and four instructors, Debbie Fea
zell and Hilda Sustaita. 

Two options are available to students for getting an 
associate's degree in the cosmetology program. One 
method is going full.time for one year. The other is 
a night program which lasts two years. . 

Both prrigrams are virtually the same, Foster ex
plained. In each, students must complete l,500 contact 
hours. Both programs also require a student to take 
business management and marketing courses. 

The only differences between the two programs is 
the time of day and the number of days they are taught 
each week. For the one-year program, classes are Mon
days through Thursdays, 8:30 to 4 p.m. and Fridays, 
8:30 to 1 p.m .. In the two year program classes are 
Mondays through Thursdays, 5:45 to 10 p.m. 

"The only prerequisite is a high school diploma, a 
GED, or a 12.0 on the (COM) appraisal test," Foster 
said. "The cost is only $600, and that includes books, 
tuition, the kit, everything." 

'The first semester is based on cosmetology theories. 
This includes the history, art and science of the field. 

"We teach the full face, from A to Z," Foster stated. 

Students are taught about hair, makeup, nails and the 
face. 

The second and 1.hlrd semesters are spent oo the lab 
floor. Students practice on a mannequin firs~ and then 
they learn on clients. 

"Our clientcle is made up of only volunteers," Fos
ter said. "They ooly pay for the cost of the supplies. For 
example, spiral wrap perms cost anywhere from $60 to 
$70 (in commercial salons). Here, it only costs about 
$20." Some people are scared to have students practice 
on them, Foster said, but the student/teacher ratio is 11 
to one, which means they are highly supervised 

One of the more impressive things about COM's 
cosmetology program is the fact that the students are al
lowed to use the best products available and COM pays 
for them, Foster said. "That way, we get the advantage 
of using the best products for the best results." 

The services are available to COM students, staff 
and faculty as well as to the community at bargain pric· 
es. 

The last semester of the program revolves more 
around the business aspect of cosmetology. In one~week: 
intervals, students practice being managers, supervisors, 
inventory clerks and other positions of authority. 

About 98 percent of the students in the class pass 
the State Board Exams, according to Foster. Of those 
who do pass, most moVe out of the area to open their 
salons or work for others. "One student has even opened 
a chain of salons in )his local are.a," Foster said with a 
satisfied smile. 

Alcohol Awareness Week on campus 
College of the Mainland held an Alcohol Awareness 

Week Oct. 13-19. The purpose of the week was to focus 
students' auention on alternatives to alcohol. 

A table with literature about the effects of drinking, 
and ~rochures about drinking and driving was located 

near the main dO<n of the Student Centcr. 
Samples of O'Douls, a m;;m-alfoholie beer \_Vere . 

av~~Ie. '!-' _well ~~~tj~f •!'?~t dripkin~ "!'d dpv
ing, which were made available by the T~ DepartmC11t , 
of Public Safety. ·' ·'' · · ·: 1'.. "· • • • · 

Details such as sponsors and exhibits were handled 
by Dr. Vanneise Collins, assistant to the President and 
Office of Equal Educational Oppurtunity. 

Samples of the non-alcobolk: beer were provided free 
of charge by Del PaPa Inc. The representative explained 
that in the brewing process for non.alcoholic bett, all of 
the alcohol is cooked out The taste is the same. 

"Tho 'week' was-suceessful in flilfllling-i,s·purpose," 
Collins said. "Students were 'receptive to the informa-
tioii;c." . ·'.·: 'j' •·.1,·' ' '-'• /,I ~•.1 .. '·1 .' .''.J°,, 

• 

Recycle: Keep our 
environment healthy 
By MELLISSA WRIGHT 

Slaff Reporter 

EDUOR'S NOTE: This is tlu! sec and of a three-part ser
ies an the environment. Tiu! next installment will CU!al 
with the greenhouse effect. 

Recycling is sometimes considered an at-home ac
tivity. As a surprisingly general rule, however, people at 
work do not automatically think to rinse and save alumi
num cans or to throw used office paper into a recycling 
bin rather than the ttash can. 

As John Javna, founder of the Earth Works Group 
and the author of 50 Simple Things Your Business Can 
Do to Save t~ Earth , said, "The amount of time we 
spend at work is coosiderable; it really represents a large 
part of our energy and effort. If we pretend only our time 
at home counts, then we're lying to ourselves." 

The recycling options in the workplace are end.less. 
They include everything from recycling office supplies 
and soda cans to simply choosing recycled materials 
above virgin ones, beginning with re.cycled coffee filters 
and ending with paperweights made of recycled plastic. 

Office supplies that can be recycled include high
grade (white and computer) and low-grade (newsprint and 
colored) paper. Paper bins can either be located at each 
employees desk or in a central location within the indi
vidual office or building. The paper can then be either 
donated to local recycling centers or, as a more lucrative 
option, sold to commercial recyclers. 

In years past, major recycling services were awkward 
and expensive, if at all available for the smaller (as com
pared to, say, l;'roctor and Gamble) businesses. Today's 
breed of e.co-conscious citizens, however, has created the 
need for such services and, as in any capitalisttc econo
my, if a need exists, someone or something will inevita~ 
bly arise to fill that need. Local areas are not untouc~ed 
by this phenomenon. 

COM is currently supporting a recycling program. 
The initial steps for implementing the program began at 
last fall's convocation when COM President Larry T. 

Stanley ordered an environmental audit. This entailed a 

serious evaluation of COM's programs and intensive 
analysis of the school's standards regarding environmen
tal practices. 

The volunteer committee of 13 members of COM's 
staff that conducted the audit were "searching for a way 
in which COM could quickly make a dramatic impact in 
the obvious areas," said Bob Young, an economics in
structor and a member of the committee, "Paper is the 
area lhe committee chose because the school uses abso
lutely phenomenal amounts of it. n 

1be committee then had a represenrative' of a new La 
Marque corporation called Office Recycler, Inc., Nancy 
Mitchell, explain what her company could do for the 
school. She impressed school officials and the recycling 
program began. Due to monetary and policy adjustment 
problems, the plan did not really take effect until the 
first summer semester, so the school is not quite sure of 
the monetary profit involved, Young explained. The 

profit to the planet, though, is immeasureable. 

Further COM recycling plans include recycling sty
rofoam. Plans are currently being made with a Freeport 
company named Vandaveer & SOIIS in which "the styro
foam will be .:ompressed to a very small fraction of its 
original size, then shipped to Waxahacchie, Texas, where 
it will be transfonncd into small plastic pellets used to 
make durable plastic products," Young said 

COM's effons in the are.a of recycling are valiant. as 
are the policies that are begiiuting to become more wide
spread throughout the business world. Howevet, all of 
the practical recycling information in the world will not 
make a difference unless individual involvement in the 

welfare of,!1'e.~ ~ -m~ .a perspnal manda~, ., .• .. 
If the grapdcljlj4ren 9f )oc!a)':S.tollege s~ts "'\"l<J<I 

have a healthy j)llu,et upgn-~~ Jo live, recyClhtg,oari-'· 
not be merely an.<1ptloti: • •·.,· 

• 
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Halloween Carnival brings all kinds 

COM Student Activities members John Griffin, on left, and Steven Rivas, on right, dressed as women ror the • 
Halloween Carnival beld in tbe COM gym Oct. 26. In tbe center, Buffy Sena sports a devilish cootume. Grillln 
and Rivas conducted the ring toss game at the carnival. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Citizens Against Crime Seminar 

Audience learns safety· tactics 
By BELINDA WILLIAMS 

S.laff Reporter 

Every two seconds a crime is committed, according 
to the FBI Uniform Crime Rcporl published in 1989. In 
an effort to combat crime, a Cilizens Against Crime 
Seminar was presented Oct. 15 by the College of the 
Mainland Police Department as a communily service. 

Guest speaker Kelly Armbruster, introduced by 
COM police officer Jeanette Swindell, focused on how 
to prevent burglaries, rapes and muggings. 

Annbruster, a personal safety crime prevention con
sultant. suggesled installing high quality deadbolt locks 
on all doors and auxiliary locks on all windows to slow 
a burglar down. She also suggested connecting inside 
lights to automatic timers and outside lights to phoLOC
lectric cells to light the house when no one is at home. 
She also recommended displaying warning signs about 
security systems or guard dogs. whether one has lhem or 
not. 

To escape a potential rapist, Armbruster told the au
dience, composed mostly of women, they should trust 
their instincts. A rapist counts on his victim's fear and 
panic, she told them; therefore, they should oULsmart 
him by having a plan. A woman should scream and run 
if possible or fight back. If one thing doesn't work try 
another. Fight smart and try to incapacitate him, she 
said. 

Annbruster demonstrated two tactics of fighting 
back. She showed how to gouge an attacker's eyes out 
by placing one's hands at each side of his face and press
ing the thumbs straight back into his eyeballs. Second, 
when he exposes himself, she said grab his testicles and 
jerk down as hard as you can. 

The speaker also gave tips on how Lo deter a mug
ger. Always have yolJr keys in your hand before you 
walk out to your car. Look aroun(I, under and inside your 
car as you approach it; then be ~urc to IOGk a1t ·' YOOr ,' 
<loots immediately . . Have,a '<!:all Police sign in otlr glove 
conlpartmentlor·emcrgcncies.,1she urged/ ,·,.. , } · ~ . 

• 

• 

For those who walk or jog for e)(ercisc, Armbruster 
suggested using the buddy system and changing routes 
frequently . If you are confronted, she said scream fire LO 

attrack attention. Then if possible run toward lights and 
people to put distance lx::twccn you and the mugger. If he 
makes physical contact, stay calm and ask, "What do 
you want?" If he wants money or jewelry, give it to 
him. Never turn a property crime into a violent crime, 
she warned. 

The final topics Annbruster discussed were the im
portance of personal safety and safe weapon selection. 
She stressed selecting weapons soil.Cd LO one's training 
and e)(pcrtise, and weapons that is easily accessible in 
one's home or car. 

Know how Lo use your weapon because it can be 
turned ugainst you by the criminal, Annbruster stated. 
Never supplt the criminitl with somclhing that could 
kill or injure you or a loved one. A sman choice is tear 
gas. 

All tear gas sprays arc not the same, the speaker 
warned. Be sure that it can spray from 6 to 8 feet in a 
straight blast, contains carx;icum as we ll as an ultravio
let dye for police idemification and thm it can incapaci
taLc the criminal. 

Armbruster, who demonstrated samples of tear gas 
to shtlw how powcrf u[ they arc, sprayed some into a sty
rofoam cup. The cup mchcd. 

She also showed safety packages which can be or
dered from local Citizens Against Crime offices in the 
community. To order packages call (713) 933-1300. 

Before beginning her presentation, Armbruster gave 
Swindell a small gold pendant in the shape of handcuffs 
in apprccialion of Swindcll's efforts to bring the program 
lO COM. 

• 
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Sports/Recreation 

A Jon 3 b•ketball tournament was held Oct. 24todetermine who would play in the GCIC Sports Day on Nov. 7 
which washekl at COM. The first place team was, from left, front row: Robert Biggers,I. \'ory Lee,Richie Kuebler, 
Frank Hel)derson. Second place team: back row, Andre Derouen, Ken Alexander, Rapbeal Foy, Michael Curry. 

(Photo by Maryann Urick) 

A basketball shootool was held on Sept. 26. 11te first place team, rrom left, Man: Huerta and Troy West sllot 139 
baskets. The second place team. Raphael Foy and Midiael Curry shot 119 baskets. The third place tearn, not 
pictured, Henry Robinson and Jason Hubbard shot 99 baskets. Kathy Harper with the Students Activities Board 
presented the awards and assisted with tM tournament, ( Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Turkey Trot motive to 'get in shape' 
College of lite Mainland is hosting a Texas Turlcey 

Trot-Fun Run/Walk on Nov. 23 at 8:45 a.m. 
The event will begin outside the COM gymnasium. 

It will be open lo both sludenlS and the public. Free T
shirts will be given to people signed up by Nov. 15. Af
ter Nov. 15 deadline there can be no guarantee of a T-
shirl \\~.''}':,;· '.~ '. ~,-'·\:'',::' ;'. , •··. \ ,,..,. ,' 

> ' ·'' ~t_\ ,,,,··.· • ·t , ..• ,_ •. , ~ 

l)e events-will be 1/4-mile: I-mill>; 9 miles.and 6 
mile,Jong;.Coo1"Si.an1$wlll be ~lo'to_ ru;,, "<~11<.l>,,.ioa,. '. 

whichever lltey prefec. The cost will be $7 for the 1/4 
mile and $10 for the othen. 

Turkeys and other prizes will be given away by 
drawings. ~ 

"This is all for fun," said Maryann Urick, COM 
Recreation director. "It's just another way to encourage 
people to befit." ._, ,: -,_, 1 _,, • ,'-

For more information call the gym at (409) 938-
1211 or (713) 280-39!H, J;x~ 422, or Urick at.Ext. 4111. ,. 

• 

• 

Get physically fit: 
upcoming activities 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's Physical Education De· 
partment has many upcoming activities planned in the 
months of November and December. The events planned 
are usually free to the COM student body, but there may 
be some exceptions. Non-students pay a $3 fee for most 
activities. 

12- Pickleball Tournamen~ gym, 4:30 p.m 
23- Turkey Trot Fun Run/Walk, 8:45 a.m .. 1/4 

mile(children) $7;1-,3- and 6- mile, $10. Fees 
include T-shirt 

28- Outdoor Club Canoe and Backpack trip to Big 
Bend, 6 p.m.,$80, sign up in gym 

Dec. 2 • College Chrisunas tree put up in Student 
Center 

2 • Sign up deadline for lite raquetball tournament 
3 • 3-on-3 volleyball tournament open to all divi 

sions 
4 • Outdoor Club Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
5 - Final game for A, B and C volleyball leagues 

6:00p.m. 
6 and 7 - free movie TcmUnotor II, 7:00 p.m. 
6 and 7 - raquetball toumamen~ 7:00 p.m. 

10 - Christmas Party and tree giveaway, Student 
Center, college hour 

12- Final game of AB volleyball league, gym, 
7:00p.m. 

For mae de&ai-ls about upcoming events, contact 
Maryann Urick at (409) 938-1211 :or (713) 280-3991, 
Ext 422. ' 

The winners or the Oc1. 22 table tennis tourna
ment wborepresenltd COM in tbe GCIC Sports 
Day on Nov. 7 were, from left, first place: Son 
Nguyen, second place: Thach Nguyen. 

(Philio by Maryann Urick) 

. , 
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A li!:Oose and a gander join the resting flock of ducks at COM's Lake Eckert behind the Student Center. 
(Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

Flappin' and quackin' around COM 
By SHERRY SHAVER 
Starr . Reporter 

Throughout the CoUege of the Mainland cam
pus lovely creatures waddle around in search of food, 
the comforts of a coot shade and a coey lake to splash 
in. The creatures are ducks and geese that seem to be 
everywhere on c;a(!l.PUS. The lake they call home is 
Lake Eckert, which fronts the college. · 

Bernard Levin of Texas City donated the first 11 
ducks to COM in April 1973. Since then the bird 
population has grown to more than 100 ducks and 
gccsc. 

"They were bought and donated to COM in 
memory of the 11 Israeli athletes assassinated in 
their Olympic compound in Munich, Germany, by a 
group of Palestine terrorists on Sept 5, 1972," Levin 
said. "I took my first grandchildren to the lake at the 
college to reed the ducks several years ago, and now 

that I have new granckhildren, I take them to feed the 

ducks at the lake." 

Since Levin donated his ducks more have been do
nated by people from around the community. Every 
spring and summer new ducklings hatch. Some par
ents bring their children's Easter ducklings grown 
too large to keep, and give them a new home at COM. 
A few geese and a few wild ducks have joined the 
:duck population. · 

Lake Eckert is part of the COM enhancement 
program I.hat began in 1989. A walkway with bench
es has been built along I.he lake in front of the Stu
dent Center. This allows easier access to those who 
wish to feed the ducks. 

Dr. Henry Pope, dean of College and Financial 
Services said, "There is no feeding program for feed
ing the ducks other than the public, particularly the 
children, and although they are not owned by COM 
they are protected and are animals that add chann to 
the campus. n 

Women in Support series informative 
By BELINDA WILLIAMS 

Staff Reporter 

When personal problems in your life become too 
difficult to handle alone, you can get help dealing with 
them. One way is to sec a counselor, another is by at
tending a support group, 

College of the Mainland sponsors each scinester 
several seminars called Women in Suppon Brown Bag 
Series. The term Brown Bag is used because the semi
nars are held during lunch time, College Hour, 12:30 -
1:30 p.m .• in the Student Center on Thursdays. 

Janis Heckman, a social psychotherapist with Fam· 
ily Services, conduclS COM's seminars. She is a profes
sional familiar with women's issues and dysfunctional 
families. 

Heckman, together with COM cowiselor Barbara 
Crews. who is the link between lhe college and Family 
Services, plan the seminars. They select the topics and 
set goals for the series. 

Heckman speaks at the seminars, then listens to 
comments and answers questions. 

Jbe »(omen )','h,o au.end, the seminars-are able to dis· 
cu~s priyat.C. maq,crs ~ are very supponive of one .an
other. It is amazing to watch them open up and talk, , 

about the m6st painful and personal aspects of their 
lives. 

COM has a contract with Family Services for Heck
man to conduct the seminars which arc paid through Carl 
Perkins grant monies, Crews ex.plained. 

Family Services is a family and individual counsel
ing center located at 2128 Ave.Pin Galveston and also 
in the Appomattox. Square offices across from the col· 
lcgc on Amburn Road. The ccmcr charges clients on a 
sliding scale basis. 

Crews puts together the nicrs announcing the semi· 
nars, then places them all around campus one week prior 
to the seminars. The fliers contain the date, time and 
place, and the topic to be discussed and arc placed for 
convenience and privacy inside !he stalls in the women's 
restrooms. 

' The last lopic for the fall semester is Why Nobody 
Ever Listens To You set for Dec. 5. 

Five seminars arc scheduled for the spring: Jan. 23, 
Women and Self-Esteem; Feb. 6, Assertiveness Without 
Aggressiveness; Feb. 20, Anger and Depression; March 
26, Panic Attacks! Anxiety Auacks!!; and April 23, Ad· 
dictions and Co~p~lsionf: . . , _ 1 , 

' For more lnfotmalioh c1Jn\u~l Crews al (409) 938-. , . 
1211, or (713) 280-3991, EJ<t. 470. 

.. 
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TASPtest 
Required state exam · 
tests basic knowledge 
BY BELINDA WILLIAMS 
Staff Reporter 

What is the Texas Academic Skills Program 
(TASP)? lt is an instructional testing program designed 
to ensure that students enrolled in public institutions of 
higher education in Texas have the reading, writing and 
mathmatical skills to poss college level courses. 

Who must take the TASP? Any student entering or 
enrolled in any college, university or technical institute, 
either as a full- or part·timc student pursuing an asso· 
ciate or baccalaureate degree program mu'st take TASP. 

Others who must take the test, according to the Tex
as Higher Education Coordinating Board and the Texas 
Education Agency include; students entering a certificate 
program that contains nine or more credit hours. or Lhe 
equivilent, of general education courses; and studenLs 
transferring from outside Texas or from a private Tex.as 
college or university. 

The TASP test must be taken before any student 
completes 15 semester hours. Any student who docs not 
take lite TASP, according to TEA and THECB cannot re

. enroll in any courses other than non-credit remedial, de
velopmental or precollcgiate courses until the test has 
been lakcn and passed. 

Who is exempt from taking the testl Both THECB 
and TEA say any student who has received at least three 
credit hours of college-level work bcrore fall 1989-. Also 
exempt are students who are not teacher education candi· 
dates, or blind or deaf studenL'> who are not teacher educa
tion candidates. 

Beginning Sept. 1, students who arc deaf or blind 
and who are entering a Texas public college or university 
for the first time will no longer be ex.empt from taking 
the TASP, according to THECB AND TEA. 

The test is designed so students will be able 10 

complete all three of its sections in four hours; however, 
ooe extta hour is provided if needed. 

The test is divided into three sections; reading, writ
ing and mathmatics. 

The reading section comains approximately lO to 12 
reading selections of 300 to 700 words which have sub
jects similar to those in textbooks and manuals. There 
are approximately 40 10 50 multiple choice questions 

following the readings. 
The writing has two parts: a multiple choice test 

and an essay. The multiple choice has 40 questions and 
the essay must have 300 to 600 words. 

The math has 50 multiple choice questions covering 
three general areas: fundament.al mathmatics, geometry 
and algebra. Calculators may not be used. 

If a student docs not pass all three part-; of the test 
he must take remedial, non.credit courses until he can 
pass that part of the test he failed. The student needs to 
retake any part he failed. 

Study guides arc available in the college booksto~ 
for S12.50. However, the librMy has copies that can be 
checked out for one week. 

The TASP test is given seven times throughout the 
school year. Students needing to take the test must be 
registered one month prior to the test date. 

Registation is on a first-come-first served basis. The 
cost of the test is $26. The fee for late registration is an 
additional $20, and the fee for changing the dale or loc
tion also is an additional Sl.5. Do not send cash, only 
checks and money orders arc acccplcd. 

You must arrive before 8 a.m. on the day of the test 
and have a picture ID. 

For additional information about the TASP. contact 
your advisor or read a TASP Test Registration Bulletin. 
Bulletins may be found in the Counseling Center located 
in l~o.~l.uil9<>t (;p,;il,Of ~ml.ii> variou~ otbcr bt!il<\ing<1. ,Qr·; 
you can call lhc National .,Ev;dualions. Systems Inc, iA 
Austin,.Texas,Bt (512) 926-0743 . 

• 

• 

' ' 

-· 

.• 

.• 

,, 

' 

' 

.. 
,, 

• 

t 
f 

' 



,,. 

-~.. 

j 

-

1 

I 

• 

Page 6, November 1991, InterCOM 

COM-ville Kids . .. 

COM Child Care Laboratory Coordinator Katie Best 
Butler wears a smile that shows how much she enjoys 
the children whose care and activities she oversees. 

Christopher Hilton, 3, stands in front or posters 
showing modes of transportation, such as boats. 

Text and 
Photos by 

Amanda 
McNown 

Candace Davis, J 

''Children: our invesunent in the future," reads a 
posLCr found in the hallway of the College of the Main
land day care center a1so known as COM-ville. 

The day care, located in the back of the Te.chnical 
Educational Building, is unique in that it is not only a 
place for children. but also a laboratory for students 
laking child development courses at COM. What bcucr 
way to learn about children than hands-on experience? 
Katie Best Butler, the coordinator for the Child Care 
Laboratory, seems proud of the results and has reason 10 
be. 

The rooms arc divided by colors, such as the Grcen
Room, the Yellow Room, the Red Room, the Blue 
Room and the Rainbow Room. Each color represents a 
different age group or children. The ages or the children 
range from 6 weeks to pre-Kindergarten. 

COM-ville's teaching philosophy is "teach through 
play," Butle"r explains. Teaching through play includes 
letting children dress up as doctors, cowboys, cheerlead
ers or firemen. The children are also taught reading, 
writing, math, arts and music through play. 

"The kids are so cute, you can't help but love them 
and want to teach them," professes Butler. 

Another example of teaching through play allows 
the children to play with models or microscopes and ob
serve what the pct animals in their rooms do. Pets in
clude hamsters and birds. 

Each week the student helpers think or a theme Car 
the children lO study. For instance, when the theme was 
transportation, a tub filled with water was placed in 
the Red Room, so they could see how boats and ships 
travel on water. The helpers and teachers encouraged Lhc 
children to bring cutouts from magazines and books 
showing boats and ships. They also studied cars, buses, 
rocket ships and airplanes, and brought cutouts of these. 
This allowed the children to see whal different. ty'pcs of 
transportation there arc. 

Every room has its own special place in which the 
children can read books. Some reading nooks are boxes 
stuffed with pillows for comfon, and some are just a 
designated place in the comer or on the other end or the 

room. Whatever the setup, the message is the same: 
Reading is fun! 

The student helpers have a lot to do with the day 
car-e's success. They seem to be dedicated to the teaching 
of children and have enormous amounts of patience. 
When Laurie McMillcn , student helper in the Red 
Room this semester, was asked what she hoped to ac-

' 

Day care teacher Rhoda Poe, far right, helps Katherine Ferrell, J, with her Halloween costume as Emily Chen, 3, far left, and Anntoinette Holt, 3, 
look on. Teachers and student helpers took the children trick or treating around the COM campus Oct. 31. 

complish through the child development lab, she stated: 
"I'm going to be an elementary school teacher. I want to 
transfer to the University of Houston after my time 
here. The experience with the children and different 
teachers has helped me learn a Jot from all of them." 

The-day care is nol for everyone because its primary 
goal is to be a lab that provides a teaching environment 
for child development and nursing students. Its second 
goal is that it is a day care center dedicated to the devel
opment or children. 

"The first options of enrollment go to full-time 
students of COM, then to the employees of COM and 
then to the community," Butler explains. 

COM-ville is well organized and structured, 
which is important for the children in today's hectic so
ciety. It offers students who are interested in the devel
opment of children a unique way to learn. 

COM-ville is open four and a half days, Monday 
through Thursday from 7:45 a.m. to 5 p.m. and on Fri
days Crom 7:45 a.m. to noon. COM-ville charges a $10 
registration fee due at the beginning of each semester, a 
$45 weekly fee for in-dislfict chidren of people in the 
tax district and $55 for out-of-district children. 

Sonia Robinson, 2, seems preoccupied as she drinks her 
milk. 
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learn through play 

Anntoinelle Holt, 3, on lert,and Ashley Deleon, 3, wait 
to go trick or treating on Halloween. 

Lee Neuman, 3 

Bryce Hower, 17 months 

Nursing student Val Bland works with Charlie Brown, 4, far left, and Christopher Hilton, 3, center. 

Christian. Montoya, 2, Matthew Rallins, 2. Samantha GiUiam, 2, Kathryn Conway, 2, Megan Brown, 2, and Austin 
Fails, 20 months, eat lunch in the Blue Room. · 
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Sports/Recreation 

A Jon 3 b•ketball tournament was held Oct. 24todetermine who would play in the GCIC Sports Day on Nov. 7 
which washekl at COM. The first place team was, from left, front row: Robert Biggers,I. \'ory Lee,Richie Kuebler, 
Frank Hel)derson. Second place team: back row, Andre Derouen, Ken Alexander, Rapbeal Foy, Michael Curry. 

(Photo by Maryann Urick) 

A basketball shootool was held on Sept. 26. 11te first place team, rrom left, Man: Huerta and Troy West sllot 139 
baskets. The second place team. Raphael Foy and Midiael Curry shot 119 baskets. The third place tearn, not 
pictured, Henry Robinson and Jason Hubbard shot 99 baskets. Kathy Harper with the Students Activities Board 
presented the awards and assisted with tM tournament, ( Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Turkey Trot motive to 'get in shape' 
College of lite Mainland is hosting a Texas Turlcey 

Trot-Fun Run/Walk on Nov. 23 at 8:45 a.m. 
The event will begin outside the COM gymnasium. 

It will be open lo both sludenlS and the public. Free T
shirts will be given to people signed up by Nov. 15. Af
ter Nov. 15 deadline there can be no guarantee of a T-
shirl \\~.''}':,;· '.~ '. ~,-'·\:'',::' ;'. , •··. \ ,,..,. ,' 

> ' ·'' ~t_\ ,,,,··.· • ·t , ..• ,_ •. , ~ 

l)e events-will be 1/4-mile: I-mill>; 9 miles.and 6 
mile,Jong;.Coo1"Si.an1$wlll be ~lo'to_ ru;,, "<~11<.l>,,.ioa,. '. 

whichever lltey prefec. The cost will be $7 for the 1/4 
mile and $10 for the othen. 

Turkeys and other prizes will be given away by 
drawings. ~ 

"This is all for fun," said Maryann Urick, COM 
Recreation director. "It's just another way to encourage 
people to befit." ._, ,: -,_, 1 _,, • ,'-

For more information call the gym at (409) 938-
1211 or (713) 280-39!H, J;x~ 422, or Urick at.Ext. 4111. ,. 

• 

• 

Get physically fit: 
upcoming activities 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's Physical Education De· 
partment has many upcoming activities planned in the 
months of November and December. The events planned 
are usually free to the COM student body, but there may 
be some exceptions. Non-students pay a $3 fee for most 
activities. 

12- Pickleball Tournamen~ gym, 4:30 p.m 
23- Turkey Trot Fun Run/Walk, 8:45 a.m .. 1/4 

mile(children) $7;1-,3- and 6- mile, $10. Fees 
include T-shirt 

28- Outdoor Club Canoe and Backpack trip to Big 
Bend, 6 p.m.,$80, sign up in gym 

Dec. 2 • College Chrisunas tree put up in Student 
Center 

2 • Sign up deadline for lite raquetball tournament 
3 • 3-on-3 volleyball tournament open to all divi 

sions 
4 • Outdoor Club Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
5 - Final game for A, B and C volleyball leagues 

6:00p.m. 
6 and 7 - free movie TcmUnotor II, 7:00 p.m. 
6 and 7 - raquetball toumamen~ 7:00 p.m. 

10 - Christmas Party and tree giveaway, Student 
Center, college hour 

12- Final game of AB volleyball league, gym, 
7:00p.m. 

For mae de&ai-ls about upcoming events, contact 
Maryann Urick at (409) 938-1211 :or (713) 280-3991, 
Ext 422. ' 

The winners or the Oc1. 22 table tennis tourna
ment wborepresenltd COM in tbe GCIC Sports 
Day on Nov. 7 were, from left, first place: Son 
Nguyen, second place: Thach Nguyen. 

(Philio by Maryann Urick) 

. , 

• 

A li!:Oose and a gander join the resting flock of ducks at COM's Lake Eckert behind the Student Center. 
(Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

Flappin' and quackin' around COM 
By SHERRY SHAVER 
Starr . Reporter 

Throughout the CoUege of the Mainland cam
pus lovely creatures waddle around in search of food, 
the comforts of a coot shade and a coey lake to splash 
in. The creatures are ducks and geese that seem to be 
everywhere on c;a(!l.PUS. The lake they call home is 
Lake Eckert, which fronts the college. · 

Bernard Levin of Texas City donated the first 11 
ducks to COM in April 1973. Since then the bird 
population has grown to more than 100 ducks and 
gccsc. 

"They were bought and donated to COM in 
memory of the 11 Israeli athletes assassinated in 
their Olympic compound in Munich, Germany, by a 
group of Palestine terrorists on Sept 5, 1972," Levin 
said. "I took my first grandchildren to the lake at the 
college to reed the ducks several years ago, and now 

that I have new granckhildren, I take them to feed the 

ducks at the lake." 

Since Levin donated his ducks more have been do
nated by people from around the community. Every 
spring and summer new ducklings hatch. Some par
ents bring their children's Easter ducklings grown 
too large to keep, and give them a new home at COM. 
A few geese and a few wild ducks have joined the 
:duck population. · 

Lake Eckert is part of the COM enhancement 
program I.hat began in 1989. A walkway with bench
es has been built along I.he lake in front of the Stu
dent Center. This allows easier access to those who 
wish to feed the ducks. 

Dr. Henry Pope, dean of College and Financial 
Services said, "There is no feeding program for feed
ing the ducks other than the public, particularly the 
children, and although they are not owned by COM 
they are protected and are animals that add chann to 
the campus. n 

Women in Support series informative 
By BELINDA WILLIAMS 

Staff Reporter 

When personal problems in your life become too 
difficult to handle alone, you can get help dealing with 
them. One way is to sec a counselor, another is by at
tending a support group, 

College of the Mainland sponsors each scinester 
several seminars called Women in Suppon Brown Bag 
Series. The term Brown Bag is used because the semi
nars are held during lunch time, College Hour, 12:30 -
1:30 p.m .• in the Student Center on Thursdays. 

Janis Heckman, a social psychotherapist with Fam· 
ily Services, conduclS COM's seminars. She is a profes
sional familiar with women's issues and dysfunctional 
families. 

Heckman, together with COM cowiselor Barbara 
Crews. who is the link between lhe college and Family 
Services, plan the seminars. They select the topics and 
set goals for the series. 

Heckman speaks at the seminars, then listens to 
comments and answers questions. 

Jbe »(omen )','h,o au.end, the seminars-are able to dis· 
cu~s priyat.C. maq,crs ~ are very supponive of one .an
other. It is amazing to watch them open up and talk, , 

about the m6st painful and personal aspects of their 
lives. 

COM has a contract with Family Services for Heck
man to conduct the seminars which arc paid through Carl 
Perkins grant monies, Crews ex.plained. 

Family Services is a family and individual counsel
ing center located at 2128 Ave.Pin Galveston and also 
in the Appomattox. Square offices across from the col· 
lcgc on Amburn Road. The ccmcr charges clients on a 
sliding scale basis. 

Crews puts together the nicrs announcing the semi· 
nars, then places them all around campus one week prior 
to the seminars. The fliers contain the date, time and 
place, and the topic to be discussed and arc placed for 
convenience and privacy inside !he stalls in the women's 
restrooms. 

' The last lopic for the fall semester is Why Nobody 
Ever Listens To You set for Dec. 5. 

Five seminars arc scheduled for the spring: Jan. 23, 
Women and Self-Esteem; Feb. 6, Assertiveness Without 
Aggressiveness; Feb. 20, Anger and Depression; March 
26, Panic Attacks! Anxiety Auacks!!; and April 23, Ad· 
dictions and Co~p~lsionf: . . , _ 1 , 

' For more lnfotmalioh c1Jn\u~l Crews al (409) 938-. , . 
1211, or (713) 280-3991, EJ<t. 470. 

.. 
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TASPtest 
Required state exam · 
tests basic knowledge 
BY BELINDA WILLIAMS 
Staff Reporter 

What is the Texas Academic Skills Program 
(TASP)? lt is an instructional testing program designed 
to ensure that students enrolled in public institutions of 
higher education in Texas have the reading, writing and 
mathmatical skills to poss college level courses. 

Who must take the TASP? Any student entering or 
enrolled in any college, university or technical institute, 
either as a full- or part·timc student pursuing an asso· 
ciate or baccalaureate degree program mu'st take TASP. 

Others who must take the test, according to the Tex
as Higher Education Coordinating Board and the Texas 
Education Agency include; students entering a certificate 
program that contains nine or more credit hours. or Lhe 
equivilent, of general education courses; and studenLs 
transferring from outside Texas or from a private Tex.as 
college or university. 

The TASP test must be taken before any student 
completes 15 semester hours. Any student who docs not 
take lite TASP, according to TEA and THECB cannot re

. enroll in any courses other than non-credit remedial, de
velopmental or precollcgiate courses until the test has 
been lakcn and passed. 

Who is exempt from taking the testl Both THECB 
and TEA say any student who has received at least three 
credit hours of college-level work bcrore fall 1989-. Also 
exempt are students who are not teacher education candi· 
dates, or blind or deaf studenL'> who are not teacher educa
tion candidates. 

Beginning Sept. 1, students who arc deaf or blind 
and who are entering a Texas public college or university 
for the first time will no longer be ex.empt from taking 
the TASP, according to THECB AND TEA. 

The test is designed so students will be able 10 

complete all three of its sections in four hours; however, 
ooe extta hour is provided if needed. 

The test is divided into three sections; reading, writ
ing and mathmatics. 

The reading section comains approximately lO to 12 
reading selections of 300 to 700 words which have sub
jects similar to those in textbooks and manuals. There 
are approximately 40 10 50 multiple choice questions 

following the readings. 
The writing has two parts: a multiple choice test 

and an essay. The multiple choice has 40 questions and 
the essay must have 300 to 600 words. 

The math has 50 multiple choice questions covering 
three general areas: fundament.al mathmatics, geometry 
and algebra. Calculators may not be used. 

If a student docs not pass all three part-; of the test 
he must take remedial, non.credit courses until he can 
pass that part of the test he failed. The student needs to 
retake any part he failed. 

Study guides arc available in the college booksto~ 
for S12.50. However, the librMy has copies that can be 
checked out for one week. 

The TASP test is given seven times throughout the 
school year. Students needing to take the test must be 
registered one month prior to the test date. 

Registation is on a first-come-first served basis. The 
cost of the test is $26. The fee for late registration is an 
additional $20, and the fee for changing the dale or loc
tion also is an additional Sl.5. Do not send cash, only 
checks and money orders arc acccplcd. 

You must arrive before 8 a.m. on the day of the test 
and have a picture ID. 

For additional information about the TASP. contact 
your advisor or read a TASP Test Registration Bulletin. 
Bulletins may be found in the Counseling Center located 
in l~o.~l.uil9<>t (;p,;il,Of ~ml.ii> variou~ otbcr bt!il<\ing<1. ,Qr·; 
you can call lhc National .,Ev;dualions. Systems Inc, iA 
Austin,.Texas,Bt (512) 926-0743 . 
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Features/News 
Halloween Carnival 
frightening success 
By AMANDA McNOWN 

Staff Reporter 

The Halloween Carnival sponsored by Student Ac
tivities Board and the Texas City/La Marque Jaycees was 
a hauntingly great success. It was a unique way to 

provide Halloween fun for the entire family and an al
remative to trick-or-treating. 

The carnival had many game boQlhs as well as 
booths with baked goods, candy, a.ad fodtl and drinks. 
But the haunted house seemed to be the main attrac
tion. 

The haunted house, which was set up by the Texas 
City/La Marque Jaycees. drew long lines. Standing in 
line, one could hear the children shrieking from inside 
the house while little children outside clung to their 
parents. Jaycees gave tours of the haunted house and 
took groups of approximately 10 at a· time through the 

house. Each group w~ given a rope that everyone was 
to hold onto. 

"If you let go of the rope, lhen they can get you, 
but not if you hold on," the guide warned. Of course the 
children held oo tightly. 

Once inside, visitors encountered an electrocuted 
man still strapped to the electric chair, a graveyard com
plete with snakes (spray string) shooting out at them and 
Leatherface from Texas Chain.saw Massacre who chased 
after the group. At the end of the tour a monster crept 
out from the shadows to scare people out of their wits. 

Each booth raised money for its own organization 
through sales of baked goods, food, candy and/or drinks. 
The Texas Nursing Student Association sold baked 
goods, the Literature Club had a booth for tamales, chili 
and cheese, and drinks, and the Student Veterans Organi
zation had a booth with candy apples, candy and baked 
goods. Every booth had something different to choose 
from. 

Children flocked to the game booths. One of the fa. 
vorites of the smaller children seemed to be the Wheel of 
Fun set up by SAB. The children would bet on or pick 
their favorire number on the wheel which was then spun 
around as they stood on the selected number that was 
taped on the floor. If the nwnber the child was standing 
on matched the number on the wheel. the child won. 

One of the favorite games among young men was 
the Skull in One sponsored by the Outdoors Club. The 
object of this game was to hit a golf ball into a skull. If 
the ball made it, the player got a "skull in one." 

The price to get into the carnival was $3 or $2 with 
a canned food item. SAB member Sue Barton said that 
the money Would be split between the Texas City Jay
cees and SAB and the canned food will go to Medy fami
lies in the Galveston County area. 

Mlthad Rebnl l'rit< ror a prize by throwin'g beitt, bags ,, 
through Ille punipkin at tbe Halloween Carni•al held 
in the COM gym Oct.26. (Plioto.by Anianda McN<>Wn) • 

COM cosmelology student, Jan Sanford helps Kelli Jensen, another cosmelology sludenl, wilh her hair in lhe 
cosmerology lab, which is localed across frorn the main campus on Am bum Road in llte Appomallox Squa.-e offices. 

(Pholo by Jasoo Canl.rell) 

COM cosmetology enters 4th year 
By KIM MITCHELL 

Starr Reporler 

For the past three years College of the Mainland has 
provided students a cosmetology program in the Appo
mattox Square offices across from the college on Am
burn Road. The program has grown from having 22 stu
dents and two instructors, Pamela Mayes and Connie 
Foster, to 82 students and four instructors, Debbie Fea
zell and Hilda Sustaita. 

Two options are available to students for getting an 
associate's degree in the cosmetology program. One 
method is going full.time for one year. The other is 
a night program which lasts two years. . 

Both prrigrams are virtually the same, Foster ex
plained. In each, students must complete l,500 contact 
hours. Both programs also require a student to take 
business management and marketing courses. 

The only differences between the two programs is 
the time of day and the number of days they are taught 
each week. For the one-year program, classes are Mon
days through Thursdays, 8:30 to 4 p.m. and Fridays, 
8:30 to 1 p.m .. In the two year program classes are 
Mondays through Thursdays, 5:45 to 10 p.m. 

"The only prerequisite is a high school diploma, a 
GED, or a 12.0 on the (COM) appraisal test," Foster 
said. "The cost is only $600, and that includes books, 
tuition, the kit, everything." 

'The first semester is based on cosmetology theories. 
This includes the history, art and science of the field. 

"We teach the full face, from A to Z," Foster stated. 

Students are taught about hair, makeup, nails and the 
face. 

The second and 1.hlrd semesters are spent oo the lab 
floor. Students practice on a mannequin firs~ and then 
they learn on clients. 

"Our clientcle is made up of only volunteers," Fos
ter said. "They ooly pay for the cost of the supplies. For 
example, spiral wrap perms cost anywhere from $60 to 
$70 (in commercial salons). Here, it only costs about 
$20." Some people are scared to have students practice 
on them, Foster said, but the student/teacher ratio is 11 
to one, which means they are highly supervised 

One of the more impressive things about COM's 
cosmetology program is the fact that the students are al
lowed to use the best products available and COM pays 
for them, Foster said. "That way, we get the advantage 
of using the best products for the best results." 

The services are available to COM students, staff 
and faculty as well as to the community at bargain pric· 
es. 

The last semester of the program revolves more 
around the business aspect of cosmetology. In one~week: 
intervals, students practice being managers, supervisors, 
inventory clerks and other positions of authority. 

About 98 percent of the students in the class pass 
the State Board Exams, according to Foster. Of those 
who do pass, most moVe out of the area to open their 
salons or work for others. "One student has even opened 
a chain of salons in )his local are.a," Foster said with a 
satisfied smile. 

Alcohol Awareness Week on campus 
College of the Mainland held an Alcohol Awareness 

Week Oct. 13-19. The purpose of the week was to focus 
students' auention on alternatives to alcohol. 

A table with literature about the effects of drinking, 
and ~rochures about drinking and driving was located 

near the main dO<n of the Student Centcr. 
Samples of O'Douls, a m;;m-alfoholie beer \_Vere . 

av~~Ie. '!-' _well ~~~tj~f •!'?~t dripkin~ "!'d dpv
ing, which were made available by the T~ DepartmC11t , 
of Public Safety. ·' ·'' · · ·: 1'.. "· • • • · 

Details such as sponsors and exhibits were handled 
by Dr. Vanneise Collins, assistant to the President and 
Office of Equal Educational Oppurtunity. 

Samples of the non-alcobolk: beer were provided free 
of charge by Del PaPa Inc. The representative explained 
that in the brewing process for non.alcoholic bett, all of 
the alcohol is cooked out The taste is the same. 

"Tho 'week' was-suceessful in flilfllling-i,s·purpose," 
Collins said. "Students were 'receptive to the informa-
tioii;c." . ·'.·: 'j' •·.1,·' ' '-'• /,I ~•.1 .. '·1 .' .''.J°,, 

• 

Recycle: Keep our 
environment healthy 
By MELLISSA WRIGHT 

Slaff Reporter 

EDUOR'S NOTE: This is tlu! sec and of a three-part ser
ies an the environment. Tiu! next installment will CU!al 
with the greenhouse effect. 

Recycling is sometimes considered an at-home ac
tivity. As a surprisingly general rule, however, people at 
work do not automatically think to rinse and save alumi
num cans or to throw used office paper into a recycling 
bin rather than the ttash can. 

As John Javna, founder of the Earth Works Group 
and the author of 50 Simple Things Your Business Can 
Do to Save t~ Earth , said, "The amount of time we 
spend at work is coosiderable; it really represents a large 
part of our energy and effort. If we pretend only our time 
at home counts, then we're lying to ourselves." 

The recycling options in the workplace are end.less. 
They include everything from recycling office supplies 
and soda cans to simply choosing recycled materials 
above virgin ones, beginning with re.cycled coffee filters 
and ending with paperweights made of recycled plastic. 

Office supplies that can be recycled include high
grade (white and computer) and low-grade (newsprint and 
colored) paper. Paper bins can either be located at each 
employees desk or in a central location within the indi
vidual office or building. The paper can then be either 
donated to local recycling centers or, as a more lucrative 
option, sold to commercial recyclers. 

In years past, major recycling services were awkward 
and expensive, if at all available for the smaller (as com
pared to, say, l;'roctor and Gamble) businesses. Today's 
breed of e.co-conscious citizens, however, has created the 
need for such services and, as in any capitalisttc econo
my, if a need exists, someone or something will inevita~ 
bly arise to fill that need. Local areas are not untouc~ed 
by this phenomenon. 

COM is currently supporting a recycling program. 
The initial steps for implementing the program began at 
last fall's convocation when COM President Larry T. 

Stanley ordered an environmental audit. This entailed a 

serious evaluation of COM's programs and intensive 
analysis of the school's standards regarding environmen
tal practices. 

The volunteer committee of 13 members of COM's 
staff that conducted the audit were "searching for a way 
in which COM could quickly make a dramatic impact in 
the obvious areas," said Bob Young, an economics in
structor and a member of the committee, "Paper is the 
area lhe committee chose because the school uses abso
lutely phenomenal amounts of it. n 

1be committee then had a represenrative' of a new La 
Marque corporation called Office Recycler, Inc., Nancy 
Mitchell, explain what her company could do for the 
school. She impressed school officials and the recycling 
program began. Due to monetary and policy adjustment 
problems, the plan did not really take effect until the 
first summer semester, so the school is not quite sure of 
the monetary profit involved, Young explained. The 

profit to the planet, though, is immeasureable. 

Further COM recycling plans include recycling sty
rofoam. Plans are currently being made with a Freeport 
company named Vandaveer & SOIIS in which "the styro
foam will be .:ompressed to a very small fraction of its 
original size, then shipped to Waxahacchie, Texas, where 
it will be transfonncd into small plastic pellets used to 
make durable plastic products," Young said 

COM's effons in the are.a of recycling are valiant. as 
are the policies that are begiiuting to become more wide
spread throughout the business world. Howevet, all of 
the practical recycling information in the world will not 
make a difference unless individual involvement in the 

welfare of,!1'e.~ ~ -m~ .a perspnal manda~, ., .• .. 
If the grapdcljlj4ren 9f )oc!a)':S.tollege s~ts "'\"l<J<I 

have a healthy j)llu,et upgn-~~ Jo live, recyClhtg,oari-'· 
not be merely an.<1ptloti: • •·.,· 

• 
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Halloween Carnival brings all kinds 

COM Student Activities members John Griffin, on left, and Steven Rivas, on right, dressed as women ror the • 
Halloween Carnival beld in tbe COM gym Oct. 26. In tbe center, Buffy Sena sports a devilish cootume. Grillln 
and Rivas conducted the ring toss game at the carnival. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Citizens Against Crime Seminar 

Audience learns safety· tactics 
By BELINDA WILLIAMS 

S.laff Reporter 

Every two seconds a crime is committed, according 
to the FBI Uniform Crime Rcporl published in 1989. In 
an effort to combat crime, a Cilizens Against Crime 
Seminar was presented Oct. 15 by the College of the 
Mainland Police Department as a communily service. 

Guest speaker Kelly Armbruster, introduced by 
COM police officer Jeanette Swindell, focused on how 
to prevent burglaries, rapes and muggings. 

Annbruster, a personal safety crime prevention con
sultant. suggesled installing high quality deadbolt locks 
on all doors and auxiliary locks on all windows to slow 
a burglar down. She also suggested connecting inside 
lights to automatic timers and outside lights to phoLOC
lectric cells to light the house when no one is at home. 
She also recommended displaying warning signs about 
security systems or guard dogs. whether one has lhem or 
not. 

To escape a potential rapist, Armbruster told the au
dience, composed mostly of women, they should trust 
their instincts. A rapist counts on his victim's fear and 
panic, she told them; therefore, they should oULsmart 
him by having a plan. A woman should scream and run 
if possible or fight back. If one thing doesn't work try 
another. Fight smart and try to incapacitate him, she 
said. 

Annbruster demonstrated two tactics of fighting 
back. She showed how to gouge an attacker's eyes out 
by placing one's hands at each side of his face and press
ing the thumbs straight back into his eyeballs. Second, 
when he exposes himself, she said grab his testicles and 
jerk down as hard as you can. 

The speaker also gave tips on how Lo deter a mug
ger. Always have yolJr keys in your hand before you 
walk out to your car. Look aroun(I, under and inside your 
car as you approach it; then be ~urc to IOGk a1t ·' YOOr ,' 
<loots immediately . . Have,a '<!:all Police sign in otlr glove 
conlpartmentlor·emcrgcncies.,1she urged/ ,·,.. , } · ~ . 

• 

• 

For those who walk or jog for e)(ercisc, Armbruster 
suggested using the buddy system and changing routes 
frequently . If you are confronted, she said scream fire LO 

attrack attention. Then if possible run toward lights and 
people to put distance lx::twccn you and the mugger. If he 
makes physical contact, stay calm and ask, "What do 
you want?" If he wants money or jewelry, give it to 
him. Never turn a property crime into a violent crime, 
she warned. 

The final topics Annbruster discussed were the im
portance of personal safety and safe weapon selection. 
She stressed selecting weapons soil.Cd LO one's training 
and e)(pcrtise, and weapons that is easily accessible in 
one's home or car. 

Know how Lo use your weapon because it can be 
turned ugainst you by the criminal, Annbruster stated. 
Never supplt the criminitl with somclhing that could 
kill or injure you or a loved one. A sman choice is tear 
gas. 

All tear gas sprays arc not the same, the speaker 
warned. Be sure that it can spray from 6 to 8 feet in a 
straight blast, contains carx;icum as we ll as an ultravio
let dye for police idemification and thm it can incapaci
taLc the criminal. 

Armbruster, who demonstrated samples of tear gas 
to shtlw how powcrf u[ they arc, sprayed some into a sty
rofoam cup. The cup mchcd. 

She also showed safety packages which can be or
dered from local Citizens Against Crime offices in the 
community. To order packages call (713) 933-1300. 

Before beginning her presentation, Armbruster gave 
Swindell a small gold pendant in the shape of handcuffs 
in apprccialion of Swindcll's efforts to bring the program 
lO COM. 

• 
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Campus Life 
COM students perform with Strange Daze band 

Strange Daze singer and guitarist Charlie Rollo 

BY KIM MITCHELL 

Starr Repol'ter 

What if your 10-year-old child came up to you and 
said, "Mommy, Daddy, I wanna be a rock star." 

"Oh no," you might think, "not the most dreadful 
occupation in the world." You might then feverishly try 
to talk him out of iL But what if he stood his ground? 

That's exactly what happened with Charlie Rollo, 
lead singer of a local oond, Strange Daze, and Ken Valen
tino, guitarist of Strange Daze. Both told lheir parents 
alx>ut their career choices when they were quite young. 
Rollo's parents were the first to support him, but Valen-

tino wasn't so lucky. His parents only began t.o support 
him after they realized he was serious. 

Both guys had memorable first times playing in 
front of an audience. Rollo's first time to perfonn was 
in a bar in Santa Fe. "It was embarrassing, but it gave 
me the thirst for performing. It was my first time in 
front of people and they were all drunk," Rollo said. 

Valentino's first performance was at the tender age 
of 6. He performed in front of his mom and dad with his 
mom's French horn. "I couldn't really play. I just 
hummed through it," Valentino stated. 

Both had different musical influences. Valentino's 
were the Beatles, AC/DC, and Pat Methey. Rollo's were 
Jimi Hendrix, Stevie Ray Vaughn and Lynard Skynard. 
As a result they play an assortment of different music. 
As Rollo explains, "The songs are about being an aver
age guy." One, however, is about a more personal exper
ience - a friend's overdose. 

Valentino's musical ideas are a liule different from 
Rollo's in the sense that he tries to write about philo
sophical ideas. The mullC therefore is a mix of blues, 
rock and progressive. 

There is a down side to the music scene, however -
lillle money. Rollo describes himself as a starving musi
cian. "Having money would be nice, 11 Rollo said, so 
when he becomes famous, he plans to pay off the note 
on his parents' house. 

Valentino describes his life as a musician as ade
quate, even though he has no social life. If and when 
they sign a record deal, he plans to buy a house with a 
recording studio. 

Both young men are music majors and attend Col
lege of .the Mainland. on schQ)arships. Valentino lekes 

perfonnance guitar, jazz ensemble and philosophy while 
Rollo is taking choir and getting his basics out of the 
way. Both chose COM for its closeness to their homes 
and the fact that they could stay with the band. 

The other members of Strange Daze include J. Riv
era on bass and Kevin Patterson on drums. 

If the unfonunate happens and this band doesn't be
come famous, Valentino would like to go to Berkley 
College of Music in Boston, Mass., and study to be· 
come a music teacher. He already gives guitar lessons to 
a few people, including a blif!d studenL 

Rollo on the other hand, believes that if the band 
doesn't make it, he'll just become a bum and play in 
cheap hole-in-the-wall places. 

COM singers honored with part in state festival 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Starr Reporter 

Nine College of the Mainland choral students were 
sele.cted to participate in this year's Texas Junior College 

Choral Festival Oct Hi-18. 
After a strenuous period of auditions in the choral 

classes directed by CO M's new choir director James Hef
fel, the students chosen to perform at the festival were 
sopranos Tonya Newell and Tracy Ross; altos Vickie 

COM choir students who participated in the state choral festival at Midland Community College, pause for pboto. 
Back row from left: Curtis Martin, Cbrls DeMoi°t,Abelardo Gana; second row from left: Jonathon Steele Jr.,Heidi 

-'Kulldt, Vickie Flsber, Touyll Newell, Troy Teelerl frpnt row; T~7 ~ Jll!d vl)CIII """"~ ·i- Hofftl. 
~ •: . 
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Fisher and Heidi Kulick; tenors Chris Demont, Abelardo 
Garza and Troy Teter, and basses Curtis Manin and Jona
thon Steele Jr. 

The festival was held at Mid.land Community Col· 
lege, and junior colleges from all parts of Texas panici
pated in the events there. 

"We were reaUy well represented at the festival," 
Heffel siated. "I was very pleased with my group's per
formances, and I believe they really benefiued greatly 
from this eYperience." 

According to Heffcl the festival was a huge success 
and included more than 200 of the most advanced young 
singers in Texas. 

The festival concluded with a public perfonnance. 
which drew an audience of roughly I 50 to 200 people, 
and was conducted by Dr. Joseph Flummerfel~ director 
of Choral Activities at Westminster Choir College, 
Princeton. N.J. 

This is just one of the many activities Heffel has 
planned for the choral department this year. Later this se
mester one of COM's soloists, Cunis Martin, will per
form in an intercollegiate student recital at the central 
campus of Haus.ton Community College. 

Also the choral groups, COM Singers and Studio 
Singers, will give a holiday performance at COM for the 
general public. The show will include group performanc
es as well as soloists. It is planned for late November or 
early December. 

The COM Singers will participate in the Gulf Coast 
Intercollegiate Conference Choir Festival at Nonh Harris 
Community College in March. As in the recent festival, 
this concert will be a mass choir composed of students 
from the Gulf Coast area. 

The Studio Singers also will perform at the GCIC 
Show Choir Festival in March. This festi .. l will 'sliess 

. ·a combination or choir, <1anee·anc1 c~.' 
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Learning value of 
higher education 

.. ' ... 

. Cheryl Grady · 

This will make it the second time that I have put it 
in writing. Here it goes. "Mom, you were right, and I 
was ..... wrong." There, I wrote it. Don't rub it in! 

The first time I admitted being wrong was when I 
shaved the hair from the left side of my head. Sure, it 
was cool for a while; however, it soon landed me into a 
c1ique that thought it natural to wear live reptiles to 
successfully complete a wardrobe. That's another story 
altogether ... Maybe another time. 

The second time I reali7.Cd that my decision wasn't 
the best for my life, I found myself in a job, sitting be
hind a desk, staring at a group of fat ladies who acted no 
more mature than my 7- year-old cousins! The high
light of my entire week was waiting for "chicken day" 
at the cafeteria Boy! I really did it that time, huh? I hat
ed my job, had absolutly no respect for my boss Or fel
low workers, and I could not stand that stupid office. 

It was then that I re.a1ized the imponance of an edu
cation. 

I was stuck in a dead-end job. There are no other 
words for it When I was in high school, all I could ever 
think about was getting out into ·the real world. After I'd 
had a bitter taste of it and I've realized that I wasn't going 
to get ahead in the workplace without an education. For 
once in my life, I was determined to make at least one 
good decision in my life. That decision was to get a 
higher education_ 

Exhausted from 12 or so years of school, Steve Wil
liamson decided that three months just wasn't a long 
enough vacation away from teachers, books and endless 
homework. Williamson, who cou1d very well pass for a 
member of the reborn "sweathoggs" (of Welcome Back 
Kotter fame) finally realized the imponance of a college 
education. "You're not going to get anywhere without 
college these days," he said while wiping away the tight 
spiral curls that hide his face. Williamson hopes that 
some day he will own his own company, "preferably 
helicopters." he said. "Either that or a head shop (a nov
elty store for tobacco paniphenalia)." 

Denise Cannon also agrees that a higher education is 
important "I want to become a nurse and college is the 
only way to get there," she said. Cannon decided to wait 
a year before furthering her education. She said, however, 
"I would recomend that high school seniors go to college 
fresh out of high school; it is hard to get started again." 

Cannon and Ron Jones have a thing or two in com
mon. He also plans to become a nurse, but Jones has 
waited longec than one year to take advantage of the edu
cation college has to offer. It has been more than 20 
years since he has opene.d a text book. "I want to go into 
nursing to take better care of my family." 

Jones regrets not going to college when he was 
younger. "OLher things seemed more important at the 
time," he admitted. "Wit.bout college it is a harder strug
gle raising a family." 

But Jones isn't the only one in his family who real
ized the importance of higher education. Jones' son 
Wade, who decided to go to college after four years of 
unsuccessful job attempts in the working world, sits 
alongside his father in a few classes. "I was in a dead end 
job," said the younger Jones. "I feel that college will 
teach me self-discipline. 11 

Education is imponant. Hopcfu1ly the confessioris 
from these pride-swallowing souls will spare them from 

,_ ari echo of. ''.l tpJd yo.u so'~." which remi~d.$ me, pf the 
/ time when I was· 9 .:: Oh well, ~evermind, tha,l's ,anothet 
, 8W , ~X~@llO~!i!l11'- , .. , ••• ,·.~·'" ••= 
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COM student Garrette H. McCall picks up a club sandwich from the COM cafeteria pick-up counter. 
(Photo by Jason CanlTell) 

Letters to the Editor 

Readers gripe: food service, attendance policy 
' 

Dear Editor: 
The College of the Mainland cafeteria has numerous 

problems that need to be taken care of in order lO satisfy 
college students. 

We believe that there is a definite problem with the 
cafeteria employees; they are rude. The cafeteria employ
ees need to provide quicker service so the students can sit 
down and finish their meals. 

The college cafeteria also needs a clock, the trash 
cans need to be fixed and more chairs arc needed at the 
tables. 

It would also be of tremendous help if Lhe cafeteria 
intercom could be repaired so orders that arc announced 
can be heard. 

Last of all, it would be nice if Lhcre was a juke box 
in the cafeteria. 

Dear Editor: 

Jeanette Epler 
Luster R. Foy 

Lori Garcia 
D. Alex Ozburn 

The artic1e in the October issue of lnterCOM about 
the cafeteria food was very disappointing. In my opinion 
the quality and quantity of food services at the cafeteria is 
subpar and inferior. 

Now that the COM Student Center has improved 
with the new facelift, it is unfortunate thal no obvious 
improvement in the food services is apparent 

I cannot understand why there were no changes in
side the cafeteria to make it more appealing and appetiz
ing to the students, faculty, staff and administrators? And 
why people in charge of the cafeteria are not asked (or 

N<,.. tbat electionoc ate over and )Oil didn't 
vote, ul< )'Ol&self; • Am I re~ to vou,?• If 
ir.,- Is ""· plelllliO '""!I (II. . . . 

· · Tile right to vore is a privilege that sfi,e& citl-
. :,.ens the right IO cb.w, .wlto ....,_ governm!:11tAl 
rkllisjons tbat aflect the 

II also gi- Oi0ffl1S VOie out of 
,., l!lfice thoBlvwlio,-,'i: ,:msc _ln· oart)'illil , 

_,1tct•dutler.tlrey,.11100tmd;m,,perlotli! ~Ma-·· 
;,.,.,'.": . ., .i ".C: .. :· .· ... ; :':ic':'' :',\\i.)\··c~::,:l:' '.·: /\\ /'H.:'<:.cc.: .. .'.. :\i.:C.>t ·. ,~;, 

• 

forced) to dirt something about their soup-kitchen style 
services? • 

It may be because few or none of them bother to eat 
there. If the cafeteria is not getting enough business it is 
because they are not attracting any. 

I challenge President Stanley and the Deans and any 
other brave soul lO a chicken fried steak special at the 
cafeteria anytime! Please bring your own hardware to dis
assemble the food! 

Sincerely, 
Dr. Ali Ravandi 

COM Math instructor 

Dear Editor: 
Many students disagree with Lhe auendancc policy at 

College of the Mainland. 
The majority of the students feel it's so unfair for a 

teacher to be able to withdraw a student from a class after 
missing three (class) days. The students are paying for 
their education and feel they should be able lo dCCidc how 
many days they can miss. Students with jobs and chil
dren have emergency situations frequently. Most college 
students are adults who can take care of lhcmsclvcs and 
their problems. 

Students feel that if they make up the work and pass 
the class, three days of absence should not count against 
them. Some students feel there needs lO be a small 
change in the attendance policy. 

• 

• 

Jennifer Allen 
Dallas Brannon 

Dawn Davis 
Tom Johnson 

• 

• 

·' 

' 

' 

' 

.• 

·' 

' 

• 

·' 

f 
1 

.,, . 

.. 



J 

• 

• 

-· .. 
..... - . 

,, 

Page 2, November 1991, InterCOM 

Editorials/News 

z,___ , 
. ' ,. 
w 

SAB blood drive nets 162 donors 
By BRANDI RYAN 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland fall 1991 blood drive, 
which was held in the Student Center, brought in 86 
donors on Oct. 8 and 76 donors on Oct. 9. The combined 
total, 162 donors. nearly broke the previous record for 
fall 1987 with 163 donors. 

In addition to the 162 donors this fall, 43 people at
tempted to give blood, but were turned away for various 
individual reasons. "I could not donate blood because I 
am a borderline anemic," said Carol Bower, president of 
Student Activities Board. 

To donate blood one must be at least 18 years old or 
17 with parent or guardian's written consent, but no old
er than 70. One must also weigh at least 110 pounds. 

While there arc no specifications for those that take 
aspirin, contraceptive pills, vitamins, weight reduction 
pills, pain pills, or any other non-prescription medica
tion, there are some condilions lhat pcnnanenLly or just 
temporarily exclude people from donating blood. 

If one has a hisLOry of drug addiction, is a diabetic 
currently requiring insulin injections, or has engaged in 
"high risk" behavior for AIDS since 1977, they win be 
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pennanently excluded. If one has rccciVed skin tauoos for 
one year prior to donation or has had severe reactions to 
penicillin or other drugs in the last six months they will 
be1temporarily excluded. An eight-week interval is re
quired. between donations. 

Bower and other SAB members helped to promote 
lhe blood drive by ad~sing that itcmS such as T-shins 
(saying "I Tappa Vein") would be given LO actual donors 
and mugs lo lhose who attempted to donate, but were 
turned away for various reasons. 

"I was scared al first," said first-time donor Yvonne 
Saravia. "I was ignorant as to what giving blood was 
about, but I felt more comforLablc when I realized I 
would be helping other people." 

"COM-'s participation in the blood drive was a big 
help lO The Blood Center of Houston in that it provided 
a place for their personnel to carry out the blood drive," 
said SAB $ponsor Maryann Urick. "This also gave the 
SAB a place to recruit more donors and promote the 
event" 

The Blood Center was established on Jan. 1, 1975 
by the Harris County Medical Society, according to the 
Fact Sheet from The Blood Center. The center assumed 
the rcsponsibilty for providing (full service) all the blood 
and blood component needs to patients in more than 80 
hospitals in a 17 county-area surrounding Houston. The 
total requirements; for this need arc approximately 34,000 
units of blood and blood components monthly. 

The ncxl blood drive is tentatively scheduled for 
Feb. 18 and 19. For any person who has questions as to 
who may donate, please conLact the Gulf Coast Regional 
Blood Center in H<>uston. (713) 791-6280. 

Hey, did you know? 
The Houston Museum of Natural Science is present

ing a new feature in its planetarium. The Case of the 
Disappearing Dinosaurs runs through Dec. 31 and is be
ing presented in conjuction with Dinamation!., the popuM 
lar exhibit of moving robotic diriosaurs on display 
through Jan. 12. · 

The Houston Museum of Natural Science, a private, 
nonMprofit organization, is located in Hermann Park 
across from Miller Outdoor Theatre. The Museum is 
open Sundays from noon to 6 p.m. and Monday through 
Satur<)ay lrom 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Adlllission to tho mu
selllll iii free to .Qlelllbonl;,$2.50 .Cor·non-mlterlidulls; 
and $2 for oon-member children undec 12. 

' 
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Music scholarship established 

A performing arts scholarship bas been established at COM in memory of William Todd Hall of Santa Fe, 
a COM student and an outstanding.saxophonist in the COM Jazz Band and Brass Ensemble until his untimely 
death last year. Hall's family contributed $5,000 to the Coltege of the Mainland Foundation to establish the 
scholarship that will be awarded each year to a music major. COM President Larry T, Stanley, left, accepts 
the endowment check from Hall's mother and father, Bill and Karen Hall, as Hall's s~ter Lisa and Hall's 
mw.ic instructor, Sparky Koerner, look on. 
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CAVE: English help 
By CHERYL GRADY 
Staff Reporter 

There are not enough hours in the day to go on a 
wild hunt for English teachers who have found students' 
papers as ,argets for their grading pens. The College of 
the Mainland Englisq, deparunent has recognized this 
problem and an altemative has been provided. 

Students can seek assistance with writing assign~ 
rncnts at the CAVE (Center for Academic Vocational 
Enrichment). The CA VE is located upstairs on the sec
ond floor (mezzanine) of the library. English teachers are 
on hand at various scheduled times throughout the day 
and week. 

"The CA VE is run by a staff of English inslructors 
who act as 'troubleshooters' for students who have JYQb
lems with writing and need 10 get some help." English 

instructor Breu Jarrett said. "It is also available for sb.J
dents who don't quite 'click' in cla.u and have more ques
tions." 

Ouida Sanmann is at lhe desk Mondays and Wednes
days 9:30 to 10:50 a.m. Thomas Carter mans the desk 
Thursdays from 9:30 to 10:50 a.m. Brett Jarrett is avail
able Thursdays 9:30 to 10:50 a.m. Jo Ann Pevoto is 
available on Mondays 4:30 10 7:30 p.m. and Brenda 
Brown can be located in the CA VE on Fridays 9 to 
noon. A more detailed schedule is available at Suite C of 
the Leaming Resource Center. 

The CA VE also is available for students whose first 
language is not English, and who ne.ed extra help. ESOL 
(English for Speakers of Other Languages) instructor 
Marylou Morrow will be glad to help. She is in the 
CAVE Tuesdays from 1:3010 2:50 p.m. Morrow, in ad
dition to the other CA VE instructors, can also help with 
problems on English papers. 

--"Sliidents-tak--e a stand against~ath department 
Continued from Page 1----------

Although positive aspects exist in the math lab sit
uation. the results have been less than commendable. · 

The statistics for the most recent Summer I and 
Summer II programs show that the math department, in 

comparison to other departments, has the lowest percent
age of classes completed with an A, B, or C, a below
average percentage of classes completed with an A, the 
largest failure rate and a slightly above average number 

of withdrawals. 
The recorded results of the entire history of COM's 

math depanmen, which spans over 20 years, are similiar 
in natw'e to the statistics for the Summer I and Summer 
II programs. 

Students who have a weak background in mathemat
ics generally earn the low grades and need more direct in
struction. These students have many problems with the 
current lab situation and fall behind, eventually drop the 
class and then need to register for the class again. 

"I would like to see the lower-level mathematics 
courses not on1y as a lab course but also being taught in 
a classsroom situation," said Jay Roach, a student who 

has started a petition in favor of amending college policy 
in regard to the math lab situation. 

New math instrucLOr Michael Judge stated, "I told 
the students that if they were unhappy that they need to 
band together to (make a) change." 

The petition Roach is circulating states that a choice 
of lecture courses for the lower-level math cl;wes should 
be given. It has gained support from not only troubled 
math students, but also from COM math instructors and 
tucors, some of whom have signed the petition. 

"Through this petition, I would like to see the needs 
of all math studepts met, not only those particular stu

dents with good math backgrounds, but those returning 
to school after a long absence as well as those who were 

1'0.t .prepared for. co~l~ge-le~el math in high ,school," 
o,_..h..sded, . , .. t.' ,. ', ,· ... ' ,,, ;,'/ 
~~~ \ '· . . ''• 

When Roecb first drew up the. pelition. at>d before he 

• 

began circulating is students who had heard about it ap
proached him asking to sign it, Roach told lnterCOM. 

At the time this story went to press, 193 studcnl.S 
had signed the petition which is still being circulated. 

The petition raises a few questions. Are all the needs 
of COM math students being met by the current meth
ods of instruction? Can the COM math deparunent give 
a student a good base for mathematics learning? What 

type of changes are being suggested to improve the cur
rent dilemma? 

First, docs the COM math department meet the 
needs of every student? 

Many students as well as faculty members say no 

'Tm devoting too much time to malh." said COM stu
dent Chris Duncan. "I have three other classes that are 
suffering due to the time spent on 0300. · 

"The fact that I'm enrolled in 0300 is evidence that I 

need instruction in math, not a lab without instruction " 
Dwicanaddcd. • 

Dr. Ali Ravandi, COM math instructor, stated, "I 
would not advocate COM's math department as a good 
system to help students with a weak (math) back
ground." 

Considering the number of failures and withdrawals 
in conjunction with the opinion ot Dr. Ravandi, one 
might answer the question of whether the math depart
ment provides students with a good base with a firm no. 

The two choices of courses being proposed for the 
math department are a combination class with both lec
ture and lab, or a class that is either only a lab or only a 
lecture class. 

By the time a person is in college, he knows what 
learning style is best for him. Being able to choose from 

several options would allow a student to choose the 
learning environment best for him - the one in which he 

would excel. 
Roooit ,_ hb'!freter.1i co111bidiitldlfc1ass ai\d !hat·· 

this is the, option outH116d in the petition. 

• 

"This combination choice I would prefer, and I think 
this is what will most likely happen," Dr. Ravandi slat
ed. "I think many people will agree with me on this is
sue." 

Dr. Don Bass, COM dean of Instruction and Stu
dent Development, said the combination course is a defi
nite possibility for the spring semester. 

One block to the implementation of these lecture
type and combination. classes is lack of funds . 

"There is no question the math department is being 
deprived of its need for resources," Dr. Ravandi said. "It 
is really bad. We are being ignored heavily. We have 
more contact hours than any other depanment but don't 
get enough attentioo in expenses." 

Because no decision has been made about a change 
in math classes, no figures are available as to the finan
cial burden of implementing the new courses. However, 
student and instructor unrest may soon force the adoption 
of new lower-level courses in the math deparUnenL 

AIDS group changes name 
Community Care For AIDS, Inc. has changed its 

name to the AIDS Coalition of Coas1al Texas, Inc. The 
organization has moved to 1419 Tremont Street, also 
known as 23rd street, in Galveston. 

E~rlyregisttationset · · 
. ' . '.' . 
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Lale ,qistrlliOII wJD. be hold Jan. '7. but Dr. 

1olm$IM W0119ly ~18 - COAie to'lhc, 
earlier roglstradon. io ......, sidilhoy: *"1¥¢ ljlo . 

'.f ~~.~:IICP;4r : l':i: ~ ,:r,··. ;.i:;J;;;;} 
· ' " := 

• 

• 

• 

·' 

.• 

·' 

.• 

.. 

.• 

' I 

·' 

' 

.. 

• 

• 



I 

• 

• 

Page 12, November 1991, InterCOM 

What's Happening 

The Student Activities Board offered three student survival workshops during October. The topics were "How to 
survive giving a speech," Roger Stallings; "Time management," Dotti Jones; and "Secrets to effective note and 
test taking, " Sandra Evans. SAB members who helped with the workshops are from left, Felicia F.scobar, Candace 
Lehew, Kathy Harper, Andrea Medellin, Carol Bower, Stallings,Jim Erwin, Betty Day, Tricia Bocco, John Griffin, 
Ormond James and Jan Gomez. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Pathways promotes higher learning 
Continued from Page 1-----------

The mainland se.ction of Pathways is sponsored by 
COM and the Optimist clubs in Dickinson and La 
Marque. The purpose of Pathways is to emphasize to 
students, parents and the community lhe importance and 
ne.ed for education beyond high school. This is accom
plished through workshop programs that promote post
secondary education and introduce successful role models 
to help students realize their potentials for success. 

"The workshops are structured and tailored to fit a 
particular district," said Collins, COM assistant to the 
president and Office of Equal Education Opportunity. 
"Each representative's program looks different in its rep
resentation. but they virtually give the same message." 

Approaching the children at an early age is only One 
of Collins' techniques. She also makes sure to include 
prominent and successful women as role models in an at
tempt to reach middle school girls. 

"To better organize the speakers for all of our work
shops, I tried to look at having a good balance in gender 
as well as a variety of different backgrounds." Collins 
said 

Collins stated that Pathways was inaugurated in 
1988 and headed by Dr. Warren T. Dodson, coordinator 
of COM's cotmceling center. 

When Collins aITivcd at COM fall 1988, she was 
appoinled to P•thways. 

The first workshop COM sponsored was a Career 

and Education Day at Bayou Road Elementary School in 
La Marque May 1989. The panel was composed of an ar
chitect, an attorney, a computer salesman and a Marine 
Corps scrgcanL. COM PrcsidcnL Larry L. Stanley also 
was there and the La Marque High School cheerleaders 
pcrfonncd. 

A Welcome-Back-to-School workshop was held 
September 1989 at La Marque Junior High School and 
feattll'Cd speaker Jimmy Cabrera. fonner president of the 
National Speakers .Association-Houston Chapter. 

The most recent workshops were held throughout 
the day Sept. 25 - Career and Education Day - for sixth 
graders at Bayou Road Elementary in La Marque, seventh 
and eighth-graders at McAdams Junior High School in 
Dickinson and sixth-graders at Stewart Elementary 
School in Hitchcock:. The work.shop also was presented 
at La Marque High School. 

The workshops focused on introducing students to 
people working in the criminal justice system. Local 
judges, lawyers, police officers and probation officers 
spoke at the different schools. 

COM campus Chief of Police Howard Miller was 
on La Marque High School's panel while COM campus 
police members Jeanette Swindell and Jose Villarreal 
were on panels at Stewart Elementary and Bayou Road 
EelemenLary schools respectively. 

COM Board or Trustee members Jim Butler and 
Benny Mauhews were on panels at McAdams Junior 
High and La Marque High schools respectively. 

Holiday special,Rainmaker, opens Nov.14 
College of the Mainland Arena Theatre's holiday 

special The Rainmaker will run from Nov. 14 to Dec. 
15, but will not be shown Thanksgiving nighl or 
Thanksgiving weekend. 

COM Adult Basic Education coordinator Becky 
Jones plays the role of Lizzie while Brink Miller plays 
her father, H.C. Jon Posey and Marl: lennes play Liz
zie's bmllieis Noah·and .lim. ll.ounrling out the cas1.are 

Tommy Baird as Starbuck. Bryan Bound as File and K.' 
Ball Withers as the sheriff. The play is direc!Cd by Assa-

. . 

ciate Direcror Reggie Schwander. 
A special preview of the play was held Nov. 7. 
A dress reheacs;i/ isslated for Tuesday, Nov. 12. and 

another free preview will be available lo COM faculty, 
staff and students Wednesday, Nov. 13. Both free shows 
will begin at 8 p.m. 

Showtimes are Thursdays, Fridays and Satrudays, at 
.. 8 p.m., witll malinocs ou Sundays 01 2:30 p.m. 

· For• ticket information contact Toj,py Swaim at 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, ExL 345. 

• 

• 

Holiday Dance set 
at Blisters Nov. 23 
By MELANI THOMPSON 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's Holiday Dance, set for 
Nov. 23, has a new location this year: Blisters. near Ste
wart Beach. 

For the pa.<.;t several years College of the Mainland. 
and Galveston College have cohost.cd a dance each se
mester. However, due to unforeseen difficulties, Galves
ton College will nol cohost the dance I.his fall, Maryann 
Urick, Student ActiviLies Board sponsor, said. 

Without Galveston College to help fund the dance, 
the San Luis Hotel, where the dance has traditionally 
been held, is out of lhe picture. The cosl of $1,500 to 
$1,700 is morc,than Lhc SAB can afford on its own, 
Urick stated. 

Blisters, a new club that opened Oct. 3, rents the 
bouom floor of their two-story building for dances and 
private parties. One of the drawing cards for having the 
dance at Blisters is that they will provide complimentary 
valet parking, Urick said. 

Tickets for the Holiday Dance may be obtained, at 
the front desk in the gym lobby, free to students with an 
I.D. and $2 to non-students if purchased early. Tickets 
for non-students are $4 at the door. Urick emphasized 
students must have an I.D., and everyone must have a 
ticket and a drivers license. 

Dress for the dance, which lasts from 8 p.m. to I 
a.m .• is casual to semi-fonnal. Refreshments will be 
served and a cash bar will be available for students with 
proper l.D. The SAB is in charge of decorating and pro
viding refreshments for the dance, as weU as the enter
tainment, which this year will be a DJ., provided by 
Blisters. 

The Holiday Dance is geared for everyone. There 
will be Top 40's music, classic rock, "oldies" and coun
try and western. Everyone is encouraged to attend. 

Attendees who arrive obviously intoxicated will be 
asked to leave, Urick slated. Hand stamping will be 
available to those who need to le.ave but wish to retwn. 

For more infonnation about the dance, contact Urick 
at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991. Ext. 418. 

New exhibit at gallery 
The College of the Mainland Art Gallery will 

present works by fiber artist Kay Johns and ceramicist 
Michel Conroy on Nov. 7. The artists will. present slide 
lectures of their works prior to the reception. Both the 
lectures and receptioo an: free of charge. The exhibit runs 
throogh Dec. 13. 

COM Art Gallery boors are Monday through Friday 
at 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

UTMB: 100 years ·old 
The University of Texas Medical Branch at Galves

ton is the oldest health science centel' in the state of Tex
as. From a small teaching hospital with one building in 
1891, lJIMB has expanded ro include four schools, two 
institutes and seven hospitals that admit more than 
26,000 patients annually and treat another 350,000 oo an 
outpatient basis. 'I'he 23-memher student body of 1891 
has grown to include 2,360 students in 1991 and it is es
timated that one in four doctors practicing in the state 
was trained at UTMB. With 64 acres, 72 major buildings 
and an annual budget of $438 million. UTMB is the 
fourth largest public employer in the Hooston-Galveston 
area 

'C,HajJpy thanksgiving 
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Math: The tension builds 
By JASON CANTRELL 

Staff Reporter 

The 1<aching methods of the College of 
the Mainland mathematics department have 
become the subject of much-heated discus
sion. Many students learn differently and the 
results the college has obtained in pass/fail 
percentages of math students in lower-level 
math courses suggest new types of instruc
tion need to be instituted. 

"I like the math situation. you can work 
ahead of others and not be held back by oth
ers members of your class," COM student 
Tobie Post stated. "Also, Lhere is always an 
instructor there in case you have problems." 

The math lab has flexible hours so that 
students may work al their own convenience. 
This helps students who arc having difficulty 
with the courses and need more time in lab 
as well as students who have a job in addi
tion to their college workload and need to 
come at various times. 

"Although the math labs are an effective 
way to prepare students for further educe• 
lion," COM student Jim Erwin stated, "not 
everyone can learn in lhis envll'Onmenl." 

November 
1991 

TIPA Award-winner 

The current system of math instruction 
has some positive aspects. For the lower
level math courses a lab is set up for a 
"work at your own pace" type of program. 
Students who have a good base in mathemat
ics coming out of high school are, for the 
most part. able to quickly move through 
these lower-level courses. These laboratory 
cour.;cs include Math 0300 (Fundamentals of 
Math), Math 0310 (Elementary Algebra) and 
Math 1312 (lnu:nnediate Algebra). 

Bruce Heerssen, a COM math student 
said, 1'The basic problem with my math 
course (Math 0310) is that there is no lecture 
in cl~s to help me understand the principles 
that I need to learn to pass lhe course." 

See Studfflts Page 11 
COM student Sl1*lly Ellis receives assistance with her homework from math 
~ Dr. Gregory Bladt. (Photo by Jason CutreU) 

COM early registration sche 
B7 KIM MITCHELL 

Staff Reporter 

Fairly soon students will receive a notice in the 
ma.ii listing the early mgisttation dates for the 1992 
spring semester. 

Early"'~ is Nov. I t-27ilil! is fot_,ing 

students, but not really for first-time applicants. Also, 
students who have a-.led previously, thoup not Ibis 
semester, may ,eglsta' as long as they have their tran
scripts and application. 

"Students should be able to get it done in 13 days. 
It's a simple process," said Dr. Bob Johnston, director of 
Admissions and Records. The first step for regiswing is 

Morris Overstreet, Criminal Court of Appeals Judge of Austin~ speak& at J\kAdams Juaior High School ii\ 
Dickimon during a Pathways workshop on Carttr Education Day Mlcl Sept. 25. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

' . 

uled Nov. 11-17 
ro make an app<>intment in the divisi-1 olftce with 
your advise<. The second step for registering is to pick 
up your Penni! IO Register (PTR) in the~ Of
fice. Thea you fill out your course sclkldilt with your 
adviser. The final step is ro pay your fee at the cashier's 
window in the Administration Building by Dec. 2. 

Ste Early Page 1 I 

Consortium favors 
higher education 
By RODNEY CONLEY 

Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland, eight other community 
colleges and seven Houston-area senior universities have 
united to encourage middle-school students to stay in 
school, graduate and atumd college afteJward. , 

All 16 institutions combine to form the So'ulheast 
Texas Consortium for Educational Opportunity. The 
consortium includes representatives from member insti
tutions, such as Rice University, Texas Southern Uni
versity and the individual University of Houston cam
puses. 

The consortium developed a program, known as 
Pathways, to be taken to area schools to convey the 
message that students will be supported in their efforts 
to stay in school and that ·their progress will be ~itive
ly monitored. 

"The name of the program is centered around the 
theme 'Finding the path Ways to your fulUre'." said Dr. 
Vanneise A. Collins. who is presently in charge of the 
COM Pathways program. ·we felt that our niche would 
be womng with middle-school ahildreo • ' . ' . ' . . . , . . ' 

. . ' ' ... ; . 

See Pathways Page 12 
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YOU'LL NEVER KNOW UNLESS YOU TRY IT ON 

Have you ever dreamed of having your byline 
in a newspaper? Do you write, but just don't know 
who would print your work? 

Enroll in COMM 1307 (Writing for the Mass 
Media), College of the Mainland's beginner 
journalism course and become a part of our 
award-winning campus newspaper, InterCOM. 

, 

construction of a newspaper, starting from the 
skeletal stages of coming up with story ideas to 
producing the final product. 

Writers who already have some experience 
may enroll In COMM 2305 {Copy Editing and 
Production) with the instructor's approval. 

Enrollment in either course 
Whether you're a journalism 

major, or Just wish to sharpen 
your writing skills, becoming a 
member of the newspaper staff 
offers experience in an array of 
categories, Including straight 
news, opinions, in-depth reports 
on your choice: movle-fllm
book-or-play review, cartoon 
strips.political cartoons.and 
personality sketches. 

IF IT FITS, WEAR IT. 
must be accompanied with the 
lab, COMM 1129, which meets 
Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoons for an hour and 20 
minutes, at the student's 
convenience. COMM 1307 meets 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8 
to 10:50 a.m. COMM 2305 meets 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from · 
9:30 to 12:20 p.m. 

As an InterCOM staffer you 
get hands-on experience In the 

• 

lnterCOM 

The newspaper staff is an easy 
way to meet people of diversified 
Interests and personalities. 

' 

~---~ Happy Holidays '. 
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Bass visits with students at complaint meeting 
By AMANDA McNOWN 
Starr Reporter 

"I hope to hear about real obstacles students have," 
stated Dr. Don Bass. dean of Instruction and Student De
velopment, the day before the Student Visit Session held 
Nov. 21 during College Hour in the learning Resource 
Center Auditoriwn. 

Dr. Bass said he is genuinely concerned about the 
problems students are having on College of the Main
land campus. He wants to hear what the students have to 
say. and what they feel is happing on campus. But he 
said, "I'm not interested in getting shot at ... I don't 
want COM to be perceived as an organization that does 
not pay attention to its problems." 

Twenty-one students came to the session to air their 

COM Dean or Instruction and Student Development Dr. Don Bass discusses information pamphlets on college 
transfer programs available in the Counseling Center during the Student Visit Session held Nov. 21. 

(Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

Holiday special hits COM stage 
By MELANI THOMPSON 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's current production of The 
Rainmaker, directed by Reggie Schwander, transports the 
audience into a 1935 drought which leads a young wom· 
an to learn to love hersetf and some.one else. The story is 
as much about one's faith in people as it is about a 

droughL 
The play is set in a small Kansas town during a 

1935 drought. H. C. Curry (Brink Miller), against the 
wishes ofhif: older son, gives a con man $100 to make 
it rain within 24 hours. 

H. C.'s daughter Lizzie (Becky Jones) is a kind, 
quiet person who doesn't believe in her own beauty. It 

See Theater Page 11 

New math courses to be implemented 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Starr Reporter 

As an amendment to the current College of 
the Mainland curriculum, the math department will 
offer five new lower•level math classes in lecture 
form for the upcoming spring semester. These 
classes are MA TH 0300 (Fundamental, of Math), 

• 

MATH 0310 (Elementary Algebra) and MATH 
1312 (Intermediate Algebra). 

These changes come as a direct result of com· 
plaints not only by students but also by faculty 
members. The changes also are an indirect result of 
the many signatures on a petition that was circu· 
lated for several weeks by COM swdents Pamela 

See Math Page 11 

• 

complaints to Dean Bass, who called it a successful 
meeting. The dearn listened at~ntively to each complaint 
and told students that he would do what he could to help 
them. 

Of the complaints aired, the most discussed were 
the problems with the math labs. Students informed 
Dean Bass that the lower lcvpl math courses needed to 

See Bass Page II 

Sexual assault 
occurs at COM 

By JASON CANTRELL 
Starr Reporter 

A sexual assault allegedly tool: place Oct IO in the 
College of the Mainland Technical E4uc•tion Building 
and was reported to the COM Campus Police Oct. 22, 
according to Chief of Police Howard Miller. 

During a break in classes around 7:30 p.m. on Oct. 
10 the victim reported that the alleged attacker came into 
the snack bar in the Technical Education Building and 
suggested to her that he would like to have sexual con· 
tact with her. 

At around 8:30 p.m. that evening the victim and al· 
leged attacker went to a room in the same building where 
the alleged attacker reportedly turned off the lights and 
tried to force the victim into sexual acts. At this point, 
lhe victim kicked the man and ran out of the room. 

According to Chief Miller the investigation into 
this case turned out inconclusive and has been turned 
over to the Galveston County District Attoumey's of
fice. At this time no charges have been filed by the vic
tim. 

See Sexual Page II 

Thomas Beard and Jessica Calvello, as Starbuck and 
Lizzie, chat during a scene iQ The Rainmaker, COM's 
current theatrical protluction running through Dec, 15. 
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OH . ., MY- .. 
.. ,GOD! 

Letter to the editor 
Dear Editor: 
There are many advantages and conveniences of hav

ing vending machines on the campus of College of the 
Mainland. 

There are a variety of vending machines, such as the 
coffee machine for the hard-to-wake-up student. soda ma
chines for the desire-to-drink-other-than-water student. 
and the snack machines for the student who needs that 
extra boost of energy. 

The vending machines are located in all the build
ings on campus for the studenlS in a hurry to reach their 
next class. A.lso many students have a class during 
lunch, which makes the vending machines an advantage 
to have. The hungry student can just gn by the vending 
machine, grab a bite to eat and a soda to drink during his 
noon-time elms. 

The tr.achers make these vending machines attractive 
because they let lhe swdent enjoy coffee, sodas or snacks 
in the classroom. 

Sincerely, Stephanie Reed, Pany Perez, April 
McCulley, Angela I.ester and Kioka Overshine 

. ' 

.. 

Holiday get-togethers; 
everything's relative 

Generally families are very important in our lives, 
and I truly thank "the big guy upslain" for blessing me 
with one of the beSL However, no mauer how much you 
love and enjoy them, they can still do or say things that 
sometimes make you think you had been left on the 
doorsrep, 

Think about it They are a bunch _of people that you 
have very little in common with except for maybe shar
ing the same bloodline, and if they were to publicly do 
some of the goofy things they do, you would swear they 
weren't related to you in the least, Still ... you love 
them anyway. 

My immediate family is pretty small, It's just my 
gnndparenlS and I; though my two }'!lUllger cousins of
ren come down to visit Before my mom had two men: 
liu1e ones, I was an only child for 15 years, But since 
they are my half brothers and don\ live with me, I guess 
rm technically half an only child, 

Most of the people I know have bigger immediate 
families and have lolS of brolhcn and sisters. A lot of 
them say: "Hey, it's my .,._, I can say anything I 
want to about him. But. if anyone else does ... " How
ever, they still fight more dwl Democrals and Republi
cans. 

There aren't many yoUDg relatives in my family. 
The' majority are over 56 :,em old. Tl)O - are either 
members of the "baby boom" genernlion or are wrapped 
up in the Tunage Mwmu Ninja TIITtle craze, 

When the holidays come, my entire family unites 
for a reunion feast, which leaves· my y- cousins 
and me having to hold convenations with people whom 
we kind of know or don't know at all. 

One of the better things about my family is their 
amazing ability to cooll:, Given 800UI three days, my 
grandmother, mod!er and her sister cook the main meal 
and whip up as many pies and cakes as their combirx;d 
forces can accomplish, Other aunts and great-awilS then 
bring in _the rest of the counr,.s, while my second coosin 
goes all oul to add to the dessert table. 

The bad lhing is telling them I'm 100 full to eat any 
more without hurting their feelings. Saying, '"No 
thanks, I'm stuffed, I don't think I'll have fourths," is 
one of the most offensive insults a person could give. 

While we ~t and afterward, my family sits around 
laughing and reminiscing about the family members 
who have passed on, or they share lall tales about the old 
days. 

To hear them tell i~ they didn't have anything in 
lhose days. They look at the younger crowd and say 
things like: "What is this Ninlelldo7 We had to wort in 
our day. And we had no fancy McDonald's to go to. 
You had _to dip an old rag ln a can _of syrup if you had 
any. Then keep it in your pocket all day, if you bad a 
pocke~ and then suck on it when you w= hungry." 

There are ooly a few of the oldec aowd who arc any, 
thing like I am. Two of my W1cles have never grown up. 
One of them even bas a ~Y on April I. They spend 
the majority of their time being mischievious and trying 
their best to get me into trooble. 

When my mom and I gel together we acl terribly 
silly and see who can crack up the other more, Normal· 
ly, I beal her out 

Simply put, it really doesn't matter if you have a 
small unit or a huge Kmnedy-esque clan. No mster how 
much they pester, agitate and embarrass you, they still 
remain yours. 

• 

• 

• 
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Sexual assault reported at COM 
Continued from Page 1----------

"lt is very possible that a crime of this magnitude 
could occur here at COM, like it could happen any
where," Chief Miller stated. He also said that according 
to his records no sexual assaults on campus have been 
reported in the last JO yean; Howerer, many crimes such 
as these are never reponed . 

"Although most sexual assaults occur at home," the 
chief stated,"some rare cases do occur at other places 
such as malls, schools and at the workplace." 

Now that an issue such as this has been brought to 
the attention of the COM student body, Miller said it is 
important to stress preventive measures over all else. 
Chief Miller has produced a newsletter, which he has 
placed around COM giving tips on how sexual assaults 
can be avoided. 

The newsletter advises how to reduce the risk of 
rape, through meastll"Cs such as avoiding isolated places 

or poor! y lighted parking lolS, varying one's daily mu· 
tine, and traveling with one OI' more people. It also sug
gests to draw attention IO yourself if you think you are 
being followed. Also, scan the area around your vehicle 
before approaching and inspect the interior of your vehi
cle before entering. 

If rape is auempted go with your instincts, the 
newsletter suggests and do anything you can do to get 
away f'roo1: the attacker. This includes punching, kicking, 
biting or scratching the attacker. 

If you are raped, tell the frrst person you see and try 
to point out the rapist to that person. Next call the po
lice and don't shower or bathe until you have been exam
ined. Then call a friend or a rape crisis center so someone 
will be with you and do continue to get help and support 
from your peers. 

In the Galveston area the number for the local 
Women's Crisis Center is (409) 765, 7233. 

Dr. Don Bass, dean of Instruction and Student 
Development, holds student petitions given to 
him by COM math studentJay Roach al the Nov, 
2l Student Visit Session. The petitions asked for 
changes in the lower-level math courses taught at 
COM, Changes have already been made to the 
spring schedule to include math lecture classes. 

Bass listens to complaint session 

(Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

Math lecture classes 
added to schedule 

Continued l'rom Page 

Brown and Jay Roach, lnterCOM reported 193 sig· 
natures in the November issue. The petition con
tinued to circulate after the November issue came 

~out, and 3ccording to Dr. -Dofl B-ass,d~~of In
struction and Student Development. approximately 
100 more signa,ures were added. 

Roach, one of the original circulators of the 
petition, is satisfied with the new changes in the 
lower-level math clmses. "I finally am going to be 
in a math environment that I believe I will be able 
to excel in." 

Continued from Page 1---------
have lectures for morning and evening classes, that more 
teachers who cared are needed and that the audio and visu· 
al tapes need to be updated because of the constant 
change of hooks, Studenis complained lhat the schedule 
has too many "TBAs;" and said they would like to 
know the names of the instructors whose courses they 
arc talcing. 

Another item brought up was the early closing of 
offices and labs on campus. The complaint was that 

evening students are not able to use the computer labs, 
Financial Aid Office, library and MCL, Night studenlS 
and studenlS who worl< full time felt that if they pay the 
fee for use of these services then a time to use them 
should also be alloted to them. 

Other 1tems ana suggeslions includ&r Wiving-more 
designated smoking .... for smokas, the need ror better 
drafting equipment, more picnic tables and benches 
around the campus, an ice machine for Technical E.duca
tional Building snack bar, the need for better places to 
study besides the Student Center and putting a micro
wave in the Student Center for students who bring their 
own lunch. The students also asked when the pool room 
would be available for studenlS. 

Another complaint discussed is the prices and quali-

ty of ihe food in the cafeteria. Dean Bass stated that Pres
ident Larry Stanley, Dr, Henry Pope, dean of College 
and Financial Services, and the food contractor were 
planning a meeting to remedy these situations. 

Dean Bass seemed intent on wanting to solve the 
problems studenlS have with COM. Dean Pope also stat
ed that he would like for students to come to him with 
any ~s they have, "I can't do anything about lhem 
if I don't hear about them." 

rlbm. Bass felt he had a good session with the stu· 
dents. "I went into the meeting positively, looking for 
ideas and I Wasn't disappointed," he said. "I'm going to 
make a list, show it to faculty and administration lead- . 
ers. Some things we can work on right away." 

Deam: a p!ai:s=fflrtht-Stodent Session to-be an 
ongoing thing. He hopes r.o have a meeting each semes
ter, preferably earlier in the next semester. 

He's looking forward to the next meeting and hopes 
it will be just as productive as he felt this one was. 

''I'm working on the list so I can present it at the 
next Student Meeting, and I am hoping that more com
plainis will be aired," Dr. Bass said. "I think students on 
this campus feel like there are more problems that need 
10 be addressed. And there are." 

Dr. Don Bass, COM dean of Instruction and 
Student Development, held an open meeting with 
students on Nov. 21 to discuss any problems they 
might have with COM policies and procedures. 
The math issue also was discussed at length. The 
dean said that the math department will have to go 
through many more changes before finally a sys
tem is implemented that will satisfy all students' 
needs, 

Theater revives classic love story-
And so we come to the sheriff, played by K. Ball 

Withers, who is well known to the COM stage crew. 
The sheriff is a kind-heart,d man who plays by lhe rules 
(most of the time). 

"A combination class of lab and lectare, I be· 
licvc, is a better way of making students learn," 
Dr. Bass stated. "We need to take more responsi
bility for getting our students to learn." 

Even though these current changes might sat
isfy students for the present, the fact is that the 
new math lecture classes are offered only during 
the daytime and not at night 

Another math problem addressed is the cost 
students have encounwred when new textbooks are 
implemented too often. 

Also math tapes in the library are not updated 
often enough to correspond with the implementa
tion of new textbooks. 

Dean Bass stared that hopefully these prob
lems will be straightened out as quickly as possi
ble. 

Continued from Page 1-----------
takes a passing stranger to convince her that she is beau
tiful and worth marrying. 

The stranger, a widely known con man with several 
aliases and an ability t.o see what someone is really like, 
is the rainmaker, Bill Starbuck (Thomas Bairo). 

Noah (Jon Dale Posey) and Jim Curry (Mark 
Jennes), Lizzie's brothers, have completely different per
sonalities. Noah, uptight and conservative, is the ranch 
manager who hires~ fires and writes the checks. He is the 
only person who will admit what he and his father and 
brother believe: that Lizzie will be an old maid. Jim, 
the younger brother, is outgoing and impulsive and has 
always been put down by his older brother. During the 
play Jim grows up a bit, and in the process acquires a fi
ance with a "little red hat." 

The father has high hopes for both Lizzie and his 
ranch. He tries to hide what he and his sons "know" -
that Lizzie will be a spinster. H. C. is Starbuck's big
gest ally, ~xcept for Jim, who is very gullible. 

The deputy. File (Bryan Bounds), claims he is a 
"We need to begin math lecture classes in the widower, but actually is divorced because his wife left 

evening, to get more math tapeS and make them him. 1be Curry men, who view File as a possible beau 
even more accessible to students, and we need to for Lizzie, invite him to dinner, but File is busy waiting 
change it (the situation) where we don't use so for a notorious outlaw. He knows that the invitation is 
many different hooks so fast," Dean Bass stated. 

L=;;;..;;;;;;;;;;;;;.;;;;,;;;;;.;;.;.;;;;,;;:...:,_....,_,----...1 an attempt to get him and Liz.zie together. 

The set is a sparse representation of a house and 
barn. It consists of a dining room and Jiving room, with 
the kitchen indicated offstage. Scenes outside lhe Curry 
home take place on the black floor, A pulished wooden 
floor marts the inside of the house. 

The lighting for The Rainmaker is unobtrusive, 
yet it gives the audience impressions that help to tell the 
story and set the mood. 

Starbuck, whose name is actually Bill Smith, has 
been all over Kansas and the sunounding states trying to 
make it rain. He hasn't succeeded yet, but he says he'll 
keep trying until he does, I won't tell whether he suc
ceeds or not That's for me to know and you to enjoy 
fmdingoot 

In the end, Lizzie, ralher than facing spinsterhood, 
must make a major decision. She must choose whether 
to continue living a life she has known since she was 
young or lead a life of constandy changing vistas. Lizzie 
decides to .. , well, I'll let you see for yourself. 

The Rainmaker runs through Dec. 15. Theater 
times are Thursday through Saturday, 8 p.m., Sunday 
matinee 2:30 p.m. For tick.et information and reserva
tions caU (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3\191, Ext 345. 

J;Happy ·Holidays from the InterCQM staff« 
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Handicapable student wheels around campus 
By BELINDA WILLIAMS 
Staff Reporter 

Wheeling from class to class around the College of 
the Mainland campus is a busy, handicapable student 
striving to complete her academic goals. 

Tammy Franklin, 21 , is often seen cruising the 
campus in her wheelchair. She always has a cheerful 
smile, glistening eyes and sometimes wears a cap that 
usually coordinates with her outfit. 

Being handicapped d~n·t seem to be a problem for 
Franklin. "Somtimes when I'm going along with my 
friends, I forget that I am in a wheelchair," she remarked. 
"My friends treat me nonnal and always encourage me.~ 

Franklin explained that COM is set up for most 
handicapped people. She says she has no problems enter
ing arut leaving the buildings and classrooms. She has a 
remote control that automatically opens the doors for 
her. 

"I can open the doors myself, but I use my remote 
control most of the time," Franklin said. "The only 
doors that are not set up for my remote are the library 
doors." 

Franklin graduated from Dickinson High School in 
1987 and had no plans of going IO college. Her mother 
encouraged her. however, to go to college and get a de
gree. "You can do anything you want to do if you only 

try." 

So, inspired by her mother. she enrolled at COM in 
spring 1989 with health administration as her major. 

She hopes eventually IO earn a mastets degree. 
Franklin plans to transfer to University of Texas 

Medical Branch at Galveston after she fmishes at COM 
Along with being a full-time student, Franklin 

works as a student assistant with the Job Placement Pro
gram in the Division of Business Office. She has been 
with job placement since July 1991. 

"The job placement job is my first job and I really 
enjoy it," she said. She also is a member of the Organi
zation of African American Culture and loves to go on 
field trips with the club. 

"I would like IO see chair lifts installed in the travel 
vans that we use for the field trips." she explained. 

Another member of the club has IO help her into the 
van and it is sometimes inconvenient. 

Franklin has one brother named Bruce. She says she 
loves puppies but does not have time for a pet right 
now. She is an avid movie buff and likes to watch foot
ball and baseball on television. Her favorite cl~s are 
political science and British literature. 

"I really enjoy British literature and my teacher, 
Brenda Brown." Brown is one of the English instructors 
at COM. 

Franklin's goal is to get through with college and 
go to worlc in health adminislration. 

COM student Tammy Franklin pauses for photo near 
the Division or Business Office where she works as a 
student aide in the Technical Education Building. 

(Photo by Belinda Williams) 

COM student volunteers as state park ranger 

COM student Kristen Leader poses by Lake Eckert in 
the volunteer park ranger uniform she wears when she 
works at Brazos Bend State Park. 

(Photo by JaSon Cantrell) 

By SHERRY SHA VER 
Staff Reporter 

Kristen Leader, a native of Santa Fe, is a student at 
College of the Mainland and a volunteer park. ranger at 
Brazos Bend State Park, about an hour's drive from Tex
as City. As a volunteer ranger she is receiving hands-on 
training while working on her associate's degree at 
COM. She plans to earn a bachelor's degree in forestry at 
Stephen F. Austin State University in Nacogdoches after 

she finishes at COM in about a year. 
Leada has been a volunteer park ranger at Brazos 

Bend State Park since the beginning of this past swn
mer. 

She became interested in the outdoors and wildlife as 
a child because her parents took the family to state parks 
when she was a young girl. "It feels peaceful, uplifting 
and great to be out of the city," Leader said. 

Le.ader found out about becoming a volunteer park 
ranger when she asked the volunteer park rangers at Bra
zos Bend State Part about the JX)Ssiblity while vacation
ing there this past summer. She immediately filled out a 
card so the volunteer rangers could conlact her to inform 
her when the next ttaining session would begin. 

"To become a volunteer park ranger one must be 18 
years old ex have parental consent," Leader said. 

"The volunteer starts with three consecutive Satur
days of Volunleer Intense Training at the state park from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.," she- explained, adding, "This is fol
lowed up with 12 hours of volunteer 'work in the park 
with another volunteer who has received a volunteer 
ranger patch." 

When the volunteer completes training. he or she 
receives a volunteer ranger patch and "needs to give four 
hours of volunteer service any day of the week at the 
state park a month," Leader said. 

As a volunteer ranger. Leader assists the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department rangers. Pan of her job is 
b> ttim the trails and trees, and to keep the vegetation off 
the lake. She also helps the maintenance people keep the 
park clean. 

Leader's duties also include riding a trail bike around 
the park and talking IO the visilOrs, explaining the rules 

and why they are enforred by the park ranger. She also 
assists the park ranger in placing abandoned alligator 
eggs into incubation and placing the baby alligators with 
mother alligators. 

In the park there is an interpretive center which has 
a tour directory. Leader helps the park ranger in the cen
ter explain the vegetation and wildlife to visitors. Spe
cial emph.Ws is put on "the touch table" for children. 

On the touch table children may handle and exam
ine various items found along the trails, such as an alli
gator skull, alligator eggs, a deer skull and unusual 
leaves. The touch table also has a box full of informa
tive cards about the different plants in the park. Leader 
has been able to add a touch of her own to the table: a 
deer skull and some unusual leaves. 

Leader enjoys the children's questions about the 
plants and wildlife in the park. "I can go real in depth 
with the children," Leader said. The interpretive center 
also has a swffed raccoon and displays an assortment of 
animal pelts on the walls. 

It was Leader's goal to become a park ranger when 
she enrolled at COM Being a volunteer is a step along 
the way. 

In addition to majoring in forestry at Stephen F. 
Austin when she begins her studies there1 she will minor 
in wildlife. Courses leading specifically to her forestry 
degree are geology. biology, zoology and fire control. 
'The worlc will he hard, but I can do it," Leader said. 

With her degree she will be able to be a park ranger 
and work throughout the United States, she explained. 

"It's terrific and I am doing this for my major, the 
environment, and I have always wanted to since I was a 
little kid." 

Houston Museum of Natural Science offers holiday exhibits 
The Houston Museum of Natural Science, a private, 

non-profit organization, is offering a list of holiday ex
hibits and programs. 

Two programs in the Bwice Baker Planetarium are 
Christmas Star, which runs daily through Dec. 31 and 
the family ~r show Nutcrac~r Fantasy Saturdays and 

Sundays at 4 p.m. 

The Cullen Grand Entry Hall will host the e>hibit 
Holiday Tree daily through Dec. 31. 

The museum is located in Hermann Park across 
from Miller 01!Jd<><>r Theatre and is open Sundays from 

• 

• 

noon to 6 p.m. and Monday through Saturday from 9 
am. to 6 p.m. Admission to the museum is fre.e to 
members; $2.50 for non-member adults; and $2 for non
memherchildren under 12. Admission to the planetarium 
is $2 for adults and $1.50 for children under 12. For 
more information, please call (713) 639-4600. 

• 

COM Introduction to Business students, Stephanie 
Brown, Bryn Williams and Juanice Hawkins discuss 
the problems involved with their food selling project 
being cancelled. They were allowed to finish selling au 
the brownies they had made. 

(Photo by Belinda Williams) 

Family traditions 
enhance holidays 

Amanda 
McNown 

I have always loved this time of year. For me, the 
changing leaves and seasons meant the holidays were 
coming. And holidays meant family get-togethers. 

Some people don't like family get-togethers, but I 
have always cherished them. People I couldn't always see 
made time to come to our house for the holidays, and we 
would all spend time talking and reliving old memories. 
It was a time to relax and let everything go. 

Mom would always prepare a meal that we couldn't 
help but overeat. And Dad would carve the turkey to per
fection. We would have a blessing to thank God for al
lowing the family to be together, and for the food we 
were able to h:ive unlike some families. Then everyone 
would sit dcwn and rave about how great Mom's stuffing 
was and ask for her recipe. 

Just as everyone would start to eat, the phone would 
ring and it would be my granddaddy calling to wish us al1 
a Happy Thanksgiving or a Merry Christmas. I always 
knew that when the phone rang. it was him. He was not 
able to be with us because he was not able to ttavel, but 
he always called. My brother and I would be so excited 
and woold wait w,til dad finally got through, so we could 
tell Granddaddy what all was going on. Then we would 
tell him we loved him and say goodbye and go to wann 
our food back up in the microwave. 

That was always the highlight of our holiday meals: 
Granddaddy calling. 

This year, the changes in the seasons mean some
thing different to me. This year, I am starting my own 
family and my parents are going to be the grandparents. 
My husband will be a daddy and I will be the mommy. 
And this year, my granddad will not he calling us as we 
sit down to dinner. He died recently, and it will be hard 
not anticipating the phone ringing. But with each life 
that passes away, a new one comes into being. And I 
know that my child will have the same joys with its 
Granddaddy as I had with mine. After all Dad, you and 
Granddaddy are just the same. 

All these memories of my family during the holidays 
are locked into my heart. 1bey are all very speciaJ IO me, 
and I am anxious for the ooes to come. 
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Business food project discontinued 
By BELINDA WILLIAMS 
Staff Reporter 

Recently a group of College of the Mainland busi
ness students became outraged because a required project 
lhey were working on was suddenly canceled. 

The group members of the Introduction IO Business 
class called themselves The Brownie Bash. They had 
been selling brownies in the lounge of the Technical Ed
ucation Building for just a few hours when they received 
the news of the cancellation. Accordingly. their anger 
stemmed from what they thought was bad timing on the 
part of whoever stopped the project 

Dr. Henry Pope, COM dean of College and Finan
cial Services, received a call from another organization 
on campus asking why he gave the students selling 
brownies permission to sell when they had been turned 
down in the past. "I didn't give them permission; I 
didn't know they were selling," Dr. Pope explained. 

Dr. Pope then called the business department and 
spoke to Gordon Sutter, the instructor for the class, and 
told Sutter the class could not continue to sell food on 
campus because of a contract COM has with a food ser
vice company. He also said that he told Sutter that the 
students would have to come up with something differ
<:r)L 

"They could have informed us before we spent a lot 
of time and money out of our own pockets on this pro
ject; it isn't fair,n insisted Stephanie Brown. president of 
the Brownie Bash. Juanice Hawkins, secretary, said, "It 
could have been handled differently." 

Brown said Lhe project was very important to them 
and they just wanted to know why they had to stop 
working on their project "Without this project we will 
not pass the cOQrSC. Where will money for the scholar
ship come from now?" 

Sllll<C sa(d: "I was djsappninted ~use I have nev
er seen such excitement like I see in those people when 
they get going. They just have a good time and it is a 

part of the course. 
"Last year I had a woman tell me this is one of few 

projects that she's had to do in college that she felt she 
really knew what she was doing and could do well," Sut· 
ter emphasized. 

One of the requirements for the course is to develop 
a product, go through all of the business sleps, such as 
marketing and selling, and then drawing up a formal re
port on their progress. Any money made from sales pays 
back what the students invested and any profit goes to
ward a business scholarship fund. 

The students are required to come up wiih some 
product It does not have to be food although the proje.ct 
is called The Great Cookie Caper. In the past students 
sold pencils. This project is one-third of their grade, Sut
ter explained. 

The project as a whole was not canccledt only the 
sale of food. · 

In the past food services have lost money, but the 
service now is doing well, Dr. Pope said. They give a 
percentage of the sales back to the college. That goes to
ward short tenn loans. helps out clubs and organizations, 
student scholarships and has many other benefits as 
well." 

"I understand that the business division's purposes 
are for scholarships and as a class proje.ct to demonstrate 
that they can run a profitable business,"· Dr. Pope ex
plained. ~My request was to find another way to do busi
ness on campus because I can't satisfy all the requests 
out there and then give permission to do it" 

He explained that it was not his intention to create 
an uprising. However, trying to manage the'f4x>d service 
contract and fulfilling the desires of the people on cam-
pus is his goal, he emphasized. " 

Since the "uprising," Sutter has rethought the Great 
Cookie Caper program and has come up with a whole. 
new strategy that will not involve food. The project wiU 
have a new iyu:ne next sem.ester, Suuer said. At the 
present he is still discussing ideas for projects "'with the 
other business instructors. 

Try novel resolution for New Vear 
will! wanting IO q,llit smoking« drinking or losing 
weigh~ I lhongb!it would be lnrm .. ting ifwel)!ltour 
personal goal> ODlhe beckbumer 1111d made llMlol for 
a bi$Scr """1Ulioa dial would bcae!1t all poopll! year 
row•h . . Peace µn1<1-llD<>tllrz. 

Brandi 

Ryan 

!!lave an idea for d!OIIO of you who want ro com
mit yomselves toadifl\,rent rhaJlenpb Ille New 
Year,, . 

For 1992, instead of continuing OD widl lhe uadi
lloolllNew Year's ResolllliDnl, lei's Wlllllle OD a 
dlflerent ldnd, ll- though lhon,'s llothing ·~ 

Every day !hear of --ono inurder, onosui
cide,-mbbery, and ono drug- relalcd criminal act. 
('fbaii:un~)Wbalavtthal'(:n,~.IO 
brQtherly k>ve7 l know we:.cial>'t ~lhe llidooiJs 8C1$ 
of corruptiqn dial 0001· . : --"'us.but I tnuy feel 
wecan(lllll lOgClllcrandtllOdlafewl)UI. 

As tor lbe !'few Year thing, well, we do lllllllave 
to wait until Jan:.1, IO swtstl>Wing COltij • m drip. 
ksusChrist~it'sOKb.J.himifWl>Sllllt""'4y and 
lglle$$l'llSWl.',"illld>o~J111lle-. 

r 
COM students Liz Lyra and Anita Bosak sit at a picnic table outside the Learning Resoorce Center while studying 
between classes. (Photo by Belinda WiUiams) 
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Criminal justice instrudor Howie Katz reviews his students' techniques or dusting for fingerprints after be gave a 
presentation on the subject. (Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

Law enforcement offered at COM 
BY CHERYL GRADY 
Staff Reporter 

In the criminal justice department's criminal investi
gations class. students learn how to make plaster casts of 
footprinL.;; and tire impressions. They also learn how to 

"Tl\ere are four kinds of people who enroll in I.be develop and lift bf tent (hidden} fingerprints, Katz said. 
criminal justice department classes," said Howie Katz, "Students are also able to improvi£e crime scenes 
College of the Mainland criminal justice instructor. which they will have to sketch and draw," he added. 
"People who are planning careers as probation or parole The criminal justice department also uses part-time 
officers, police officers, lawyers and people who are just instructors who are wen established in the law enforce-
curious. ment commtu1ity. They include Kathy Boone, Galveston 

'The criminal justice department was established in County Adult Probation Department; Gean Leonard, 
1970 and has much to offer individuals who arc inter- chief deputy of the Galveston County Sheriffs Dcpart-
ested in law or law-related fields," Katz said. ment; and Jerry Purdon, chief of police in Texas City. 

The department offers three two-year programs The department has been through some changes 
which includes a degree lhat focuses on specific criminal over the years. The state has changed the department's 

courses. curriculum by eliminating and adding courses. 
Katz is the head of the criminal justice _department Toe ratio of men to women enrolling in the course 

and has been associated with it since the department was has also changed, Katz noted 
founded. He has 13 year's experience as a police officer, "The department seems to have more women enrol-
half of which he spent with narcotic enforcement. His ling in the courses due to the growing opportunities in 
solid background in law enforcement is a definite advan- probation, parole and police officer careers." 
tage to criminal justice students as well as the criminal Katz added that the age group that enrolls in the de-
justice deparunent. partment is widespread fffrom age 17 to anywhere in the 

"I was on the Galveston Beach Patrol when it was late 40s." 
under the police department," Katz stated. "The chief re· Law enforcement-related careers often provoke nega-
cruited me for their department I loved being a police of- tive attitudes toward law officials. The class tries to deal 
ficer." with such problems as offensive language, prejudice, 

COM's criminal justice department offers a number bigotry and stereotyping. The department recognizes this 
of field projects to allow students to get a taste of what and has a course that deals with such racial related prob-
law enforcement-related careers are like. For example, in terns. However, this course is not required to obtain a de-, 
the Introduction to Criminal Justice course, students grcc. 
may visit court trials, drug rehabilitation centers and pro- "In the future I hope to see the state revert to a man-
bation offices. The department also offers students the dated human relations course," Katt said. 
opportunity to ride along with officers in the Houston Katz takes pride in the department's success as well 
Police beparunent as the success of his students. 

Gary Williamson, who is enrolled in the introducto- "Our program is progressive and we believe in a bu-
ry course, plans to be a police officer. He already has had mane approach to criminal justice," he said. "A number 
the opportunity to ride in a squad car with an officer of people have gone on to be successful in their careers 
from HPD. with a number of them becoming ctriefs of ~lice. 

"It was very exciting," Williamson stated. "There js "I am very proud of my students because they learn 
so much violence on the streets, and I had the opportuni- to be proud of their country and to be tolerant of people 
ty to witness how it actually is out there on the streets ') who 31'C different from them." 

~¥['·~~~fl~~.-(} ( 

Greenhouse effect 
threatens environment 
By MELLISSA WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter 

EDITOR'S NOTE: This article is the conclusion of a 
three-part series dealing with the environment. 

WARNING: Your hair spray (refrigerator, 
air condltioner, paint thi&ner, etc.) and auto
mobile (gas heater, barbec1te pit etc.) may 
help cause your childrens' skin cancer and de
struction of entire coastal regions. 

Lawmakers require that cigmrette, alcohol and artifi
cial sweetener manufacturerers label their products in 
such a manner as to warn consumers of their biochemi
cal hazards. Maybe a warning label is in order for the 
gasses that cause a nasty situation scientists call ozone 
depletion and its nasty second cousin, global warming. 

In laymen's terms. the ozone layer is the portion of 
the Earth's aunosphere that blocks most of the sun's can
cer-causing ultra-violet radiation from the planet's sur
face. Located in the uppennost reaches of the atmos
phere, this layer, known as the stratosphere, is composed 

of ozone molecules which are nothing more lhan normal 
oxygen molecules that have bound with an extra oxygen 
atom. This extra atom is what acts as the planet's sun 
protection factor 50-plus sunscreen. The highest-powered 
commercial sunscreens available usually do not have a 
sun protection factor above 20. 

When chloroflourocarbons (otherwise known as 
CFCs) are released by using hair spray, refilling the fre
on in an air conditioning unit or using paint thinner to 
strip the paint from Junior's bicycle, these ligtiter-than
air gasses rise to the stratosphere. They then bind with 
ozone molecules, rendering the protective shield de
stroyed and useless. 

Global warming, on the other hand, is the direct I'e
sult of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. Carbon dioxide 
is not only released by living organisms during the 
brealhing process, but more importantly by the burning 
of fossil fuels (coal, oil, natural gas and their by
products). Carbon dioxide also rises to the upper levels 
of the atmosphere where it forms a layer that traps the 
heat of the sun that the planet's surface naturally reflects. 

Because of this trapping of excess heat, the Earth's 
overall temperature has risen and will continue to do so. 
The planet's inherent biological solution to the carbon 
dioxide dilemma is the fact that all green plants extract 
carbon dioxide from the air during the food-making pro
cess, but plants cannot cope with today's mechanization. 

Proposed solutions to the two problem:5 of. ozone 
depletion and the gr:eenhouse effect range from the silly 
to the outlandish. Geoengineers have suggesred not only 
the release of millions of aluminized balloons filled with 
hydrogen into the atmoshpere to reflect sunlight, but 
also the installation of mountain-top lasers to deactivate 
CFCs by zapping them during their upward journey. 

These quick-fix ideas will do nothing but comfort 
the insecurities of the baby boom generation. This high· 
powered technological Band-Aid is appealing because it 
offers pseudo solutions to the ecological crisis. It does 
not, however, force a change in the societal concepts, 
habits and practices that originally allowed the problems 
to develop. 

The real solution lies somewhere between the the 
human heart and mind where lifestyle decisions are made 
and priorities set. Tomorrow's parents must de.cide today 
whether or not the ttouble of changing the way of life of 
an entire generation and teaching those changes to the 
generations to come is wonh the much-celebrated bene
fits when no tangible threat exists. 

Is such foresight truly possible? Tomorrow's chil
dren will be the ones to whom the answer ttuly matters. 
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i lnterCOM staff relates nostalgic Christmases E 
* * ! Hditor's note: This page is devoted to the staffs spe- else up, I would be in really .big trouble. Smart person Spirits high despite illness ! * cial Christmas memories.We hope that they will evoke a that I am, I decided to go look at my presents. That year, * * smile, or tug at your heart. I really, really wanted a pair of "high heels." They were Ouisunas Eve 1989 was freezing cold asmy fiance * ! pink plastic, and I just couldn't live without them. Under and I settled down in the warm comfort of St. Luke's * 
* Editor's Christmas blowout the tree, I saw a wrapped package that could only be high Hospital in Houston. His mother was hospitalized with ! 
:: One particular Chrisunas memory J have is an ex- heels! That was thconly present I recognized. I wanted terminal cancer and we had been staying with her on * * ample of a typical day in the life of the current editor of to open it, but I figured I better wait. I did and it was. weekends. Christmas was no exception. · ! 
: fnterCOM. -by Melani Thompson Her spirilS were high as she was a religious woman, * 
* My two younger cousins from Houston were visit- • and the hospital surroundings had not gotten her down. ** 

F;rs1 real snow experience A,. tl ch · : iQg for the holidays about two years ago. My family • it e nsunas tree, a poinsettia and opened gifts* * owns a taxicab company and one day my cousins were One Christmas, when I was about 9 or 10 years old, brou'?ht some cheer to the private hospital room. That! * keeping me company in our cab office. evenmg I settled down to a good book in the lazyboy * 
* my family went to spend the holidays at my grandma's hai h"l fi 1 th * 
* 

The older of the two complained lhat he was cold. I, c r w I e my iance s cpl on e small couch-like bed. 
-in=on. * * also feeling a bit "nippy," proceeded to tum on the heat- Christmas morning we awoke to see her smiling * 

This wasn't a very rare occurrence. All of my aunts d · ki La th * er. As I turned on the gas, I noticed that the pilot light an JO ng. tcr at day we opened gifts at my fiance's * * and uncles and cousins got together and opened gifts and · , h · H * 
* was nol on. So I then began to look for a match. stsler s ome m ouston. The true meaning of Christ- * 

ate a gigantic meal that my grandma cooked for us. My h bee * I searched the entire office and all over my house mas as never n so clear as it was the Christmas * 
* grandma was a very good cook, and I would usually get h * 
* ne:ii::t door, but found nothing. My search finally ended w en a courageous woman, clinging to life, still had 

sick after we ate because I inhaled as much food as possi- · 1 brate * * when I looked on the dashboard of one of our cabs. Fee!- Ume to cc e our Lord's birth. In memory of Esther * * ing relieved and incredibly proud of myself for fina11y be· ble. Moreno. ·by She"y Shaver * * But that year was special for me because when I * 
* ing able to assist my freezing family member, I returned * 

walked outside after dinner, it was snowing. There was Ch • I b • [ 
* tothcofficewithmatchesinhandandsquatteddownin snowalloverthegroundandallovcrthetrees.Imean nS mas nngS On}' tears · * 

** front of the heater. It took three tries before the match there was snow everywhere. 1 f · d d I · · b ** Id 1 · h Th · A few years ago, a c ose nen an were s1ttmg y * wou 1g L en 1t dawned on me that the gas had been 1ltis was unique for me because I had never even 1 * * ' th · d · f my family Christmas tree. Every year I ovc to arrange * 
on 10r e enure urauon o my quest seen snow before except on television. The rest of the 

** The last thing I remember was how hard the thrust and rearrange the boxes of presents under the tree. As I ** 
day my cousins, my sister and I spent most of the time was doing this, 1 looked over and I saw tears fall from * of the blast felt as it chunked me across the room and playing in the snow. -by Jason Cantrell * 

:: slapped me against the adjacent wall. I wasn't burned, his eyes. He tried to hide them, but it was too late. * 

* but I was a bit darker and definitely not "nippy" any- Fa;th bn·ngs unde·'Stand;ng I asked him what was wrong and he couldn't answer :: 
{ more. Both of my cousins stood over me in amazemen~ • '' • for a while. The only thing he could choke out was, "I * * and the one for whom I had gone 10 an rhat trouble said, miss my dad." Then it hit me. This would be the first * 
* " ' My favorite Chrisunas memory takes me back to Christmas since his parents' divorce. ** 

Im not cold anymore." -bu Rodney Conley h I atth te de f8 * ., w en was e n rage O · lt had been six months since the divorce, and I didn't * 
! ls Santa Claus reallu here? I remember how excited I would get whenever my reaH1.e that it still bothered him. His fears proved me ** * 'J family and I spent Christmas at Grandma and Grandpa's. wrong. * 
* As children, almost no one can wait until Santa It was real special to me because Christmas meant the I didn't really know what to do. I had ne ... er experi- * ! Claus arrives at their house. So on Chrisunas Eve night, whole family would come together and enjoy the festive enced divorce in my family, so I just held him and with ! * when I wa'i only 4, I could barely sleep due to the ques- spirit. Little did I know that this particular Christmas that he burst into uncontrollable sobs. I felt his tears * * tionS sWifliiig -foniylie.id: What w·nrSaiita bririg me • would touch our family in a more spiritual way · · · against my check. I have never felt so close, yet so far * ! this year? Did I behave well enough? I knew my grandma had cancer. I remember hearing away from someone. ! * Christmas morning arrived. My brother, Terry, my family talk about it. What 1 didn't know was that, at It was then that I realized that Christmas time is not* • 
! then 18, decided it would be funny to tell me Santa lhat time, researchers could not prolong lhe fatal disease, all candy canes and Yuletide cheer. For many it is a time ! 
* Claus was in the living room. I-nearly killed myseff try- much less cure it. of loneliness, heartache and a consumt reminder of how * ! ing to get untwisted from the sheets. I darted out of my So, by Christmas time, my grandma was feeling unfair life can be. -by Cheryl Grady ! * room, down the hall inlO the living room. To my dis- pretty bad. Instead of playing with the other kids, I * * may, no fat man in a red suit stood in my Jiving room. pushed her around the house in her wheelchair. Some- Dad' d .r, l Ch • I * ! I stood there and burst into tears. My mom couldn"t fig- times we would run inlP a dooror a wall. but she didn't S WOn erJ U rlS mas ! 
* ure out what was wrong. After I sat down and stopped mind. Neither did .1 because it made her smile. * 

My most memorable Chrisunas wa..'i the one before ! crying, I managed to say. between sniffles, "Terry told Even though I.he grown-ups knew, 1 remember pray- my father died. ** 
S ta Cl h "Th I asked ""B t here ,·s ing so hard that year to Jesus that he wouldn't take my * me an aus was ere. en , u w He lived in a small mobile home, 10 feet by 50 * * he?" grandma away. * * I lost her soon after Christmas. Because of my age, feet, and did not have much room. He was very ill with * 

* Terry jumped to his own defense, and said he only cancer, but wanted his home decorated for his three * 
* I didn't understand, but now I realize that he only takes 
* told me Santa was there, not is there. grandchildren. So my three younger sisters and I all ** the best up to heaven! •by Brandi Ryan * I recently graduated from high school for which we went to his house and hung blue lights all around and * 
* had a family get together. Terry, now 32, decided to re- Grade school gift swap flop decorared his 2 foot artificial tree. We also put the grand- * ! mind me of the time I cried on Christmas. To this day children's names on stockings with glitter dlld glue and t * he swears he said Santa was I.here. But, after all these My most vivid Christmas memory is of an elemen- hung them below the bar, which was w'.iere the tree was * 
: years, l know he said, "Santa is here!" tary school gift swap during a year in which my family sitting. t 
* -by Kim Mitchell was not financially secure. My father was very weak, but he was so excited he * 

.• 

.• 

* I was in the fifth grade when I drew the name of the got up and hugged all four of us. I am sure the excite- * 
: Pink high heels and Pepsi prettiest girl in the class. I remember'the glee I felt when ment was from all the decorations, but also because all ! * I finally found the perfect gift: a set of barrettes that re- of his children were with him all at the same time. * * I have several interesting Christmas memories. I quired the weaving a of a length of ribbon to create the * 
* c'"'t real! · dif:c · · ·by Belinda Willi«ms * * ...... Y assign any 1enng importance to them, so braided effect pictured on the package. I was proud to * 

* 111keep them short. give such a breathtakingly gorgeous gift. I knew she Familu makes Christmasfiun * ! One happened when I was about 7. My mom and would be happy, so she surprised me.when she held one 'J : * dad were divorced, so we went to both grandparents' of the barrettes up to the light and looked al it ,with * 
* h M dad I r " I can't think of one special Christmas memory. Eve- * .ouses. Y e t presents 1or my two younger broth- much disdain. She then threw both barrettes and their * ers and t M d p , ry one of my Chrisunases has always been special. I re- * * me a my eemaw an eepaw s (his parents) wrappings into my lap. * house. I opened my present from him, and almost went "You keep them," she said to me, "[ don't want member when I was 7, and I got my first real bicycle. ! * into shock. He gave me a box that I thought was full of Ihem because they're ugly and cheap." Then there was the time my brother and I sat up all * 
* two 1,·ter bottl f p · 1 M M night excited, talking and wondering what We would be * * - es o eps1. Y eemaw suggested that l I understood later that perhaps she did not like lhe * 
* ope th bo and I k · ·de 1 · getting that year. I remember the Chrisunas I got my * n e x oo ms1 . did, and discovered a ted- blue ribbon, and I realized years later that she was right 
* dy bear that was 1 t b" r r ·11 h go-cart. Then there was last year, my first Christmas as * * a mos as 1g as was. Sb ave that about the price tag, even though the purchase required * 
* bear and he's one of m f ·1e E · 1 h. a married woman! That was an odd Christmas. * 

• T Y avon s. very time see nn two we.eks' allowance. The emotional price tag, howev-#' I think about Pepsi. ' er, was much higher than I am sure she ever fully com- I guess the thing that makes Christmas so special * * The other took place a year later, when I was 8: As ~ for me is the gathering of frimdsand family every year. J 
* was my custom, I woke up before anyone else. 1 wanted Curiously• I have never se.en the season in quite the Yes, that is what is most special for me. * ! to open my presents, but knew that if I woke everybody same light -by Mdlissa Wrigllt ·by Amanda McNown : 
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Interviews/Features 

Dr. Ali Ravandi, COM math instructor, helps Tasha Willis, a m.ath tutor, review for an upcoming algebra exam. 
(Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

Ali Ra van di: Touching lives forever 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Staff Reporter 

Dr. Ali Ravandi is one of the most enthusiastic in
structors on the College of the Mainland campus and 
has accomplished much since he became a math instruc
tor here in 1986. 

Dr. Ravandi, who teaches a variety of math courses 
from MA TH 0300 ( Fundamentals of Math) to the differ
ent levels of calculus classes, is a teacher who really 
likes to have a good relationship with his students. 

"I like my whole class to participate, and I enjoy in
structing students who have a great desire to learn.." Dr. 
Ravandi stated. "I would ralher have a student treat me as 
if I were a friend and not as an insttuctor." 

Dr. Ravandi is happy when he is helping students 
learn and usually doesn't hold a student's actions against 
him. "When a student misses a test or skips class many 
times, I would rather try and help him by letting him 
make up the test or try to help him catch on the material 
he had missed, rather than hold it against him." 

Dr. Ravandi's students usually have a very friendly 
relationship with him because it is apparent that he is an 
instructor who cares about his students as people and not 
just as students. 

"It is really hard for me to hate anyone," Dr. Ravan
di said. "I can't take away from a student because of their 
faults. I'm not 'that kind of person. I want to make a pos
itive difference in my students' education at COM." 

The math instructor was born and raised in Kennan, 
Iran, and went to Pahlavi University in Iran, an interna
tional school, where he earned his bachelor's degree in 

engineering m 1978. 
He then moved to the United States to further P.UC

sue his education. He studied at Mississippi State Uni
versity, Starkville, Miss., and earned his masters degree 
and doctorate in engine.ering with emphasis on math :m<l 

statistics in a four and a half years. 
It was at the university where he was working as a 

researcher that he met his wife, Shelia, who was also go
ing to school at MSU. They we.re married and moved to 
Texas where Dr. Ravandi started working part-time as an 
instructor at several local colleges. including North Har
ris County College, San Jacinto College, Galveston 
College and at College of Jhe Mainland. 

He h~ currently sellled down in League City with 
his wife and three children: Layla, 6, Alex, 2, and Aus
sie, 1. In addition to being a full-time instructor at Col
lege of the Mainland he is also an adjunct math instruc
wf' at Galveston College. 

Although all of his extended family, whom he has 
only visited twice in the la,;;t 13 years, still live in Iran, 
he became a U.S. citizen in December 1988 and has 
grown to enjoy American culture. He likes country and 
western music as well rock 'n' roll. 

When he is away from school he lik11_s to spend 
much of his time with his wife and children. He is a 
family man who grew up in a very caring and loving 
home in Iran. He tries to provide the same environment 
for his own children. 

On the wall of Dr. Ravandi's office is_ a picture wilh 
a saying which reads. "To teach is to touch a life forev
er." ~is students have been touched very much by him. 

Holiday dance at Blisters, good turnout 
By MELANI THOMPSON 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Holiday Dance, spon
sored by the Student Activities Board and held Nov. 23 
at Blisters in Galveston, was well planned. Hors 
d'ouevres Were plentiful, and the music never completely 
stoppOO for the 217 people who attended. 

Decorations combined Christmas and New Year's 
features. ']Jny wrawoo packages anchored balloons to all 
the tables. The dance floor had Chrisunas tree garland ac
cents, and Blisters had built-in lights, mounted on sup
pan posts, that blinked like the ones on a tree. 

The hors d'ouevres table featured cheese cubes, cock
• tail wienies in barbecue sauce, fruit trays, vegetable 

.. 

trays, chips, &everal types of dips and crackers. 
Music provided by a DJ included "The Cotton-eyed 

Joe," a journey-through-time medley that began with 
. Glenn Miller's "In the Mood" and ended with "Jailhouse 
Rock." Other music included current songs and enough 
slow numbers to keep couples happy. 

People arrived in everything from jeans to velvet. 
Guys in high tops danced with women in heels, and peo
ple of all ages attended. There were the fresh-out-of-high
school-types as well as others who might have seen their 
grandchildren there. 

Of the 217 who attended, 152 were students and 65 
were nonstudents. 

SAB spons<>r Maryann Urick said, "They really did 
look like they had a good time." 

• 

New Years resolutions 
confessed.on campus . · 
By ... AMANDA ' McNQWN . 
Staff Repurur 

livefy year Oil the fim of January, ~ 
· Qf Americans celebiiWi the new year by making 
resollitions, People bµpe to Slat't !be year off on a 

· good foot witlt the ex~ Iha! the upcoming 
.Y<l!f will be betW than the lasL · . . 

Aslcing peQPle' on the College of the Main-
~ · campµs. what-their _New :¥ear's: rcsolutjnns 
wili be revealed, $()ille_, ,surprisiilg answers . ·Most 
people said lhat Jhey wanted to lose weight or get 
back in shape after the holidays. 

. .. Here are, a few· ,fflreres~g resolufioos Inter I" 
COM~ . 

' 

COM Phi Theta Kappa members and Galveston County Environmental Service members pause for a photo af"ter 
a presentation on the environment at Lea~e City•s Ferguson Elementary School. Pictured from left are Sandra 
Rennie (GES), Marlene Limon (PTK), Lisa Baker (PTK), Diane Peachmon (PTK), Jeanette Thompson (PTK), 
Monica Newell (YfK), Leslie Cooper (PTK), Paulette Beazley (PTK), Robin Randle (PTK), Karen Carmona 
(PTK) and Jean Wright (GES). (Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

PTK presents kindergarten program 
By MELLISSA WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter · 

The Sigma Delta chapttt of College of the Main
.land's Phi Theta Kappa honor society, in conjunction 
with Best Waste Systems Inc. and representatives from 
the Galveston County Heallh District's Project CURE 
(Children Uniled to Save the Earth), visited Dickinson's 
Lloyd Ferguson Elementary School Nov. 22, to t<ach af
ternoon kindergarten students about environmental prob
lems. 

"Recently, we were invited to participate in project 
CURE," said Monica Newell, member of the Phi Beta 
Kappa and head of the society's CURE. "This project 
was designed to help educa~ and sensitize children to 
pressing environmental concerns." 

The first item on the agenda was the film The Won
derful World of Recycling that ttansported lhe children 
into the Land of Recycle where glass bottles grow on 
trees and everything is plemiful due to the powerlul creed 
"Reduce. Reuse. Recycle." 

Robin Simmons, a city sales representative from 
Best Waste Inc. then spoke with the children about the 
meaning of the film and explored simple and practical re
cycling tips. 

Sandra Rennie and Jean ·Wright, environment health 
specialists from the Galveston County Health District 
then used visual aids to explain the intensive and impor
tant interconnection of the relationships between air, wa
ter, land, plants, animals and people, and how these rela
tionships affect the planet 

The next adventure the children embarked upon was 

a trip to the land of The Lorax, a film based upon a Dr. 
Seuss book in which progress at the cost of the planet is 
questioned, and the equation of greed and inconsideration 
versus the welfare of lhe aivironmcnt is clearly dis
played. 

Newell then spoke to the children about littering, 
animal kindness, and water and electricity conservation. 

"When you're playing in your room at night and 
you leave, what do you do?" Newell asked the children. 
"Who's going t.o need the light? The toys? No waY. The 
best lhing to do is turn off the light." 

After the presentation, members of Phi Theta Kappa 
went to classrooms to discuss the environment and en
gage in a coloring book activity with children unable to 
attend the presentation. Some of those illustrations will 
be selected as a part of an exhibit at the Annual Phi The
ta Kappa Convention next year in Washington D.C. 

Ferguson school personnel instrumental in the pro
gram were Vice Principal Trudy Knight, kindergarten 
teachers Deborah Ricks, Fonda Wilkins and Betsy Pen

dergast. 

"I think the program was effective," Rennie said. "I 
think the kids were interested, but I wasn't in the cl~s~ 
rooms to see their output after the program. From our 
point of view, though, everything went over pretty 

well." 

Simmons said that she thinks "these programs are 
very important because this is the age at which you de
velop habits. It's not like us, we're having to learn it. 
When they get older, it will be a way of life, second na
ture." 

Supplemental TASP t~~t date added 
·· ,. · · · , · •• ·. restas1ndi.catedm.!hel991-1992TASl'TeMReg, 

A specl.al 'l'ASP .- will be given Ian.. 11 for istrotlon Bii.lletin . .. 
anyone who bas not yei - IL The nearest test> · On the day of the 1e<1. ,m,dents should bring a 
ing - is HQuston Community College.· money order fot $65, a oompletlid TASP - regis- · 

,~ llegins at 8 Lill.. Lale atrivals will no1 . tration foon, two typ!lll .of identification, one with· 
be admitted. . . .. • ~ent photograph and soft lead p,n;:ils. . 

. ~ ~ by pllooe Qlllf. Tb¢ numbe'ds casb and pet'Sooal checks will not be accepted 
(512} . 4(i ~ 8 a.ml and j p.m. caJls . 11& paymettL ' . . , 
will .aft!ir. · · StudcrilS whc> 11lke lhe rest on J1111, It w1n.n-

;, ,.'; ~ , ccire a veritlCalioii of auend111<:e. which may .be 
._ _____ ,.._ oftll& TASP. used to !fflfy m <:Ollli,ltlklll ofihe TASf! 

.. 
• 

• 
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Firefighting training 
available at COM 
By SHERRY SHAVER 
Staff Reporter 

The Basic Firefighter Academy at College of the 
Mainland trains both men and women in basic firefight· 
ing and emergency medical training. The academy has 
been on the COM campus since January 1985. Cenifica
tion by the state of Texas is completed when the fire
fighter applies and is hired by· a city's fire department 

To qualify for training in the COM program, a per
son must pass a physical exam and go through pre
counseling to be sure he is physically able to handle the 
work and emotionally able to handle the pressures on the 
job. The person must be 18 or over with a high school 
diploma or a GED. 

"Day classes at the academy start at the beginning of 
the· fall and spring semesters and take four months to 
complete/ Fire Academy Director Jon Leacroy said. 
"Evening classes start in September and take eight 
months to complete." 

Firefighters complete a minimum of 400 hours of 
firefighting training and a minimum of 188 hours of 
Emergency Medical Training. Cadets have c1assroom in
struction as well as hands-on training on campus and in 
the community, with exposure to industrial firefighting 
at training facilities in this area and ~roughout Texas. 

"The cadets use some equipment from the Texas 
City Fire Department. They use empty houses marked 
for demolition for forcible entry practice and ventilation 
training," Leacroy said. 

Training is also given in League City and the cadets 
use the Angleton tower for field training and Angleton's 
bum building for live burns. Upon completion of the 
academy, passing cadets receive certification which is re
quired by many_ departments in order to apply for em
ployment. 

Literature Club 
forms this semester 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Staff Reporter 

Out of the more intellectual strata of College of the 
Mainland the Literature Oub formed early this semester; 
the group that ·officially cans themselves "The Black 
Hole of Knowledge." 

"We like to get our group together and review 
books, movies and plays and have interpretative discus· 
sions voicing our different views,' said Dahn Logsdon, 
who is the c~nl Literature ,Club president. 

"It's something p:,sitive to do with our time and the 

whole group enjoys discussing literature, mostly classics 
like Shakespeare,'' said Literature Club secretary Janica 
More&!o. 

"We need members," stated Dahn enthusiastically. 
The club at present has 13 members and is trying to re
cruit as many interested people as possible. 

As a fund-raiser to raise money for the Children's 
Center '81 Mainland Center Hospital, the club is spon
soring a raffle. 

Tickets for the raffle cost 50 cents apiece, five for 
$2 or a book of 25 for $10. The prizes for the raffle in
c1ude $200 for first prize, dinner for two at Fisherman's 
Reef for second place and a great number of other prizes. 
ranging from free pizza to free games at Lone Star Lanes 
Bowling Alley in Texas City. 

The mon~y will be used to aid funding for medical 
research for the children at the Children's Center and for 
buying the them books to read. 

Also, during the holidays members are going to vis
it the center and read to the children and have Santa 
Claus visit with lbem, bringing them books as gifts . 
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Sports/Recreation 

Nov. 23 fun run 
healthy endeavor 
By BELINDA WILLIAMS . 
Starr Reporter 

The 15th annual Texas Turkey Trot Fun Run/ 

Walk, held Nov. 23 at College of the Mainland, 
was very rewarding for all participants, said 
COM Recreation Director Maryann Urick. 

"The reason for the fun run was to encourage 

people IO be aw~ of good health,'' Urick said. 
One-hundred and sixty people, ranging in age 

from 4 to 80, were entered in the race. They could 
either run, walk or jog the course. 

Ruth Leimer of Galveston was the oldest 
woman entered. She walked I mile in 23:57 min

utes. 
The overall first-place 1/4 mile winners were 

male, Terry Rodriguez, 1:35, and female, Tabitha 

Fiegel, I :53. 
The overall first-place 1-mile winners were 

male, Joel Hcarell, 4:48, and female, Melody 
Vaughn, 6:39. 

The overall second-place 1-mile winners were 

male, Mark Roy, 5:27, and female, Dcstini Grace, 
7:55. 

. The over-all first-place, 3-mile winners were 
male, Melville Bousley, 15:47, and female, Tonia 

Kroeger, 19:15. 

The overall second-place 3-mile winners were 

male, Scott Duram, 17:12, and female, Jolene 

Rosebock, 22:45. 
The 6-mile race had male and female winners, 

first through fifth place. 
The overall first-place male was Elliot Shep

erd, 40 minutes and 6 seconds, and the female was 

Cinlhy Carson, 42 minutes and 35 seconds. Sec
ond-place male was Duane Ross, 40:53, and female 
was Linda Ross, 42:38.. The over-all third-place 
male was Joe Deluca, 41:22, and female, Victoria 
Garcia, 45:40. The overall fourth-place male was 
Tim Clark, 41:35 and female, Natalie Saiz, 55:40. 
The overall fiflh-placc winners were male, Don 
Treleaven, 45:39 and female, Esther Ellis in 1 

boor, 5 minu!CS and 19 seconds. 
Trophies and T-shins were awarded to each 

winner. A drawing also was held in which seven 
turkeys and nine gift certificates, which were do
nations for local businesses, also were awarded. 

Melville Bouseley of Dickinson, first-place win
ner of the 3-mile Turkey Trot Fun Run, runs to 
the rmisb line. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

• 

GCIC Fall Sports Day at COM 
By BELINDA WILLIAMS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland students recently participat· 
ed. in Fall Sports Day sponsored by the Gulf Coast Inter
colleigate Confrenceon Nov. 7 and 14. 

Karter Bollman of College of · the Mainland 
brought back a second-place win in the men's raquetball 

tournament. 
Twelve colleges were represented and with 302 peo

ple participating in the events. 
There were 12 teams and approximately 105 people 

entered in the volley ball tournament. The first place 
winner was Kingwood College, second place went to 
North Harris College and third place went IO Brazosport 
College 

Ten teams and approximately 37 people were entered 
in the 3 on 3 basketball tournament. First place went to 
San Jacinto College North, second place went to San 
Jacinto Soulh and third place went to Brazosport Col-

lege. ~ 

Approximately 120 people comprised the 10 teams 
entered in the softball tournament. First place went to 
Alvin Community College, second place went to Bra· 
zosport College and third place went 10 Lee College. 

Seven participants competed in the women's raguet
ball tournament. First place went to Jeanne Shipp of Lee 
College, second place went to Diana Allen of Brazosport 
College and third place went to Angie Jones of San Jac
into College South. 

Nine participants were entered in the men's raquet~ 
ball tournament. First place went to John Doherty of 
GalvesLOn College, second place went to Bollman of 
COM and third place went to Steven Wright of North 
Harris County College. 

Next event: a bowling tournament set for Feb. 27. 
For i"nfonnation cont.act Maryann Urick, COM recra
tional director, at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 28()..3991, 
Ext. 418. 

Winners of the GCIC Fall Sports Day Tennis Tournament held Nov. 7 and 14 are from left: first place, Wayne 
Cambell of COM; second place, Mono Nyuyen of COM; and third pla~e Bryce Briscoe of Bramsport. 

(Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Special Olympics run set for May 
By KIM MITCHELL 
Staff Reporter 

Across the United States, law enfonncnt officers car
ry the Special Olympic torch on intrastate relays, run
ning for a common cause. Not only are police included 
in the run, but also the Secret Service, FBI, military po
lice, state troopers and prison guanls. ~Y are glad IO be 
able to lend their time to this fund-raiser, according to 
the Texas Law Enforcement Torch Run Fund Raising 
Manual. 

The Texas: ·Torch Run began in 1985. A small 
group of Houston police ofricers carried a IOrch IO the 
Houston city limits and passed it on IO a group from the 
Bexar County Mounted Patrol. Those officers ran the 

torch to Austin and began the State Games, as stated in 
the manual. 

The Torch Rwt is now the largem. fund-raiser for the 
Special Olympics. In 1990, 35,000 officers ran more 
than 55,000 miles to raise $5.l million to benefit the 
Special Olympics nationwide. 

Texas, alone, had 300 officers run more than 3,000 
miles across the state and raised $216,000, as reported in 
the fund-raising manual. 

This year's games will be held at Southwest Texas 
State University in San Marcos in May. 

H anyone_is interested in getting involved with the 
Special Olympics Too:h R..,, contact police officer Ver
non Ewell in the College of the Mainland Police Depart. 
men~ (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext 403. 

Volleyball registration coming in January 
Adull mixed volleyball leagues at College of the 

Mainland will begin Jan. 23 and will run about IO 
weeks, 

The entry fee is $55 per team, and e8Cb team must 
enter with at least three males and three females. Each 

' 

• 

league is limited to eight teams. 
For more information about the mixed league and 

other volleyball leagues, contact Maryann Urick, recre
ation direclor at College of the Mainland, at (409) 938· 
1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 417 or 418. 

• 
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Gallery presents 
two visiting artists 
By KIM MITCHELL 

Starr Reporter 

On display in the College of the Mainland 
Art Gallery are the most recent works of fiber 
artist Kay Johns and ceramicist Michel Conroy 
through Dec. 13. The artists presented slide· lec
wres of their works opening night, Nov. 7. 

Johns' works consist of wavy tines of thread 
and patches of cloth sewn onto satin backgrounds, 
which form her canvases. She uses a variety of vi
brant colors to show the uniqueness of each piece 
of art. Johns also demonstrates a gradual color 

grade from red to blue. She uses several geometric 

forms, such as rectangles and squares, to assign in

divuality to her works. 
The satin works that line the gallery walls, 

come in sizes as small as 18 by 25 inches to as 

large as62 by 511/2 inches. 
Conroy's work is not as diverse. His vases are 

beautiful, yet they are all in the same general 
shape. The differences in the vases are not in style, · 

but in size and the color. Conroy uses many sub
dued colors to enhance each vase's originality. The 
vases are set on small pedestals in strategic places 

on the gallery floor. 
Both artists' works may be viewed in COM's 

Art Gallery Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. IO 4 

p.m. To view the works c.all Joyce Palmer in the 
Fine Arts office at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280· 

- 399¼; 8•• 148-89-lllal<he lllllY unlock the gallery. 

COM students Cheryl Grady, Brandi Ryan and 
Mellissa Wright admire the works presented in 
the COM Art Gallery by fiber artist Kay Johns 
and ceramicist Michel Conroy. 

(Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

MOM gift certificates 
Mall of the Mainland is offering gift certificates that 

are redeemable at every store in the mall. 

Each certificate of $50 or more comes with an ele
gant silver gift box (which may be purchased for just 50 
cents for gift certificates under $50). There is no prc,cess
ing charge and you get the full value of your purchase. 

The gift certificates c,an be easily purchased at the 
Frequent Shopper Information booth with cash, c6rpo
rate check, VISA or MasterCard and are avaliable in any 
amount The gift certificates have no expiration date. 

For more infonnation contact Donna,Banen at (409) 
986-7000. 
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COM nursing instructors recently selected four outstanding nursing students for 1992. They are from left, Rose 
Curry, Dianne Fischer, Melanie Johnson and Darrell Sarver. The four also have been nominated. to be selected 
outstanding nursing student of the year in Texas by the Texas Nursing Students Association. 

Heff el takes over as choir director 
By BRANDI RYAN 
Staff Reporter 

One of College of the Mainland's newest members 
this semester in the Fine Arts Building is James ·Heffel, 
a teacher and performer of voice and Opera. He is at 
COM for one year IO teach studejlts m~c whQe ,work· 
ing on his own technique. 

"I am really enjoying COM students and adminisua
oors," Heffel said. "The students have been real helpful,· 
and the administrators have welcomed me wit~ open 
arms. They have helped to make a rough road more 
smooth." 

Heffel teaches a variety of musical classes ranging 
from group participation to one-on-one training. 

"The voice is where a large group of COM singers 
come together to learn the standard repertoire," Heffel 
said. "This includes classicals, gospels and spirituals." 

Class voice includes one to 15 students and focuses 
on solo singing. Swing choir also is a group-oriented 
class. It's a jazz/pop rhythm session in which students 
learn choreography. Private choir is self-oriented allow
ing the instructor to work on a one-to-one basis with the 
student. Heffel also teaches a musical theory course 
which is rut application of listening skilJs and harmonic 
dictation. 

The music teacher obtained extensive background 
experience early in his music career by auending several 
universities. 

Heffel, who majored in voice performance, received 
an undergraduate degree from Kansas State University in 
his hometown Manhatten, Ka. Later, he moved to 
Tempe, Ariz .• where he eame.d a master's degree. Also in 
Arizona. Heffel was recognized as an Alumnus Inspira
tion Point of Fine Arts Colony in opera boot camp, 
where intensive operaic training was enforced. Heffel 
then moved to Houston and attended Houston Communi
ty College sbldying voice and opera. 

In Houston Heffel met his present instructor, Nor-

man Newto'nc Newton, who also owns a private studio 
in New \ark, helps Heffel with his vocal techniques and 
listens to him sing 1md then gives helpfuJ advice to 

strengthen his technique. 
After he earned his degrees, Heffel visited various 

parts of the country performing opera. He says he enjoys 
the Southwest the most. 

After being an instructor of private voice ou&side a 
university communily for a while, Heffel found an ad 
COM had placed in The Houston Chronicle. The ad (and 
series of interviews) led Heffel ,1.0 his current one-year 
placement at COM. 

When Heffel leaves COM, he plans to continue per
forming throughout the country. 

"My goal is to have an excellent year, so that by the 
time I leave here, there will be a heavy change in my 
technique," Heffel said. "I am going to allow my voice 
to sing, instead of making it. It is 98 percent mental 
work and 2 percent physical work." 

New COM cboir instructor James Heff'el prepares a 
piece or lllllSic ror his stutlellts. 

Vet~ran~ may be exempt from TASP 
Notice to ~l military veteran students attending 

College of the Mainland: You may be exempt from the 

TASP test based upon the granting of college credit for 

military experience. If you are interested in pmsuing this 

option, you should bring a copy of your DD-214 to the 

Admissions Office and request that it be evaluared for 

• • 

college credit 
Please refer to the new T ASP policy, it reads: Any 

milimry training or schooling completed prior IO the fall 
1989 may qualify students for a TASP exemption. If an 
institution considers such work college-level, it may ac~ 
cept or transfer such hours in accordance with institu
tional transfer policy and accreditatioo standards. 
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Sports/Recreation 

Nov. 23 fun run 
healthy endeavor 
By BELINDA WILLIAMS . 
Starr Reporter 

The 15th annual Texas Turkey Trot Fun Run/ 

Walk, held Nov. 23 at College of the Mainland, 
was very rewarding for all participants, said 
COM Recreation Director Maryann Urick. 

"The reason for the fun run was to encourage 

people IO be aw~ of good health,'' Urick said. 
One-hundred and sixty people, ranging in age 

from 4 to 80, were entered in the race. They could 
either run, walk or jog the course. 

Ruth Leimer of Galveston was the oldest 
woman entered. She walked I mile in 23:57 min

utes. 
The overall first-place 1/4 mile winners were 

male, Terry Rodriguez, 1:35, and female, Tabitha 

Fiegel, I :53. 
The overall first-place 1-mile winners were 

male, Joel Hcarell, 4:48, and female, Melody 
Vaughn, 6:39. 

The overall second-place 1-mile winners were 

male, Mark Roy, 5:27, and female, Dcstini Grace, 
7:55. 

. The over-all first-place, 3-mile winners were 
male, Melville Bousley, 15:47, and female, Tonia 

Kroeger, 19:15. 

The overall second-place 3-mile winners were 

male, Scott Duram, 17:12, and female, Jolene 

Rosebock, 22:45. 
The 6-mile race had male and female winners, 

first through fifth place. 
The overall first-place male was Elliot Shep

erd, 40 minutes and 6 seconds, and the female was 

Cinlhy Carson, 42 minutes and 35 seconds. Sec
ond-place male was Duane Ross, 40:53, and female 
was Linda Ross, 42:38.. The over-all third-place 
male was Joe Deluca, 41:22, and female, Victoria 
Garcia, 45:40. The overall fourth-place male was 
Tim Clark, 41:35 and female, Natalie Saiz, 55:40. 
The overall fiflh-placc winners were male, Don 
Treleaven, 45:39 and female, Esther Ellis in 1 

boor, 5 minu!CS and 19 seconds. 
Trophies and T-shins were awarded to each 

winner. A drawing also was held in which seven 
turkeys and nine gift certificates, which were do
nations for local businesses, also were awarded. 

Melville Bouseley of Dickinson, first-place win
ner of the 3-mile Turkey Trot Fun Run, runs to 
the rmisb line. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 
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GCIC Fall Sports Day at COM 
By BELINDA WILLIAMS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland students recently participat· 
ed. in Fall Sports Day sponsored by the Gulf Coast Inter
colleigate Confrenceon Nov. 7 and 14. 

Karter Bollman of College of · the Mainland 
brought back a second-place win in the men's raquetball 

tournament. 
Twelve colleges were represented and with 302 peo

ple participating in the events. 
There were 12 teams and approximately 105 people 

entered in the volley ball tournament. The first place 
winner was Kingwood College, second place went to 
North Harris College and third place went IO Brazosport 
College 

Ten teams and approximately 37 people were entered 
in the 3 on 3 basketball tournament. First place went to 
San Jacinto College North, second place went to San 
Jacinto Soulh and third place went to Brazosport Col-

lege. ~ 

Approximately 120 people comprised the 10 teams 
entered in the softball tournament. First place went to 
Alvin Community College, second place went to Bra· 
zosport College and third place went 10 Lee College. 

Seven participants competed in the women's raguet
ball tournament. First place went to Jeanne Shipp of Lee 
College, second place went to Diana Allen of Brazosport 
College and third place went to Angie Jones of San Jac
into College South. 

Nine participants were entered in the men's raquet~ 
ball tournament. First place went to John Doherty of 
GalvesLOn College, second place went to Bollman of 
COM and third place went to Steven Wright of North 
Harris County College. 

Next event: a bowling tournament set for Feb. 27. 
For i"nfonnation cont.act Maryann Urick, COM recra
tional director, at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 28()..3991, 
Ext. 418. 

Winners of the GCIC Fall Sports Day Tennis Tournament held Nov. 7 and 14 are from left: first place, Wayne 
Cambell of COM; second place, Mono Nyuyen of COM; and third pla~e Bryce Briscoe of Bramsport. 

(Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Special Olympics run set for May 
By KIM MITCHELL 
Staff Reporter 

Across the United States, law enfonncnt officers car
ry the Special Olympic torch on intrastate relays, run
ning for a common cause. Not only are police included 
in the run, but also the Secret Service, FBI, military po
lice, state troopers and prison guanls. ~Y are glad IO be 
able to lend their time to this fund-raiser, according to 
the Texas Law Enforcement Torch Run Fund Raising 
Manual. 

The Texas: ·Torch Run began in 1985. A small 
group of Houston police ofricers carried a IOrch IO the 
Houston city limits and passed it on IO a group from the 
Bexar County Mounted Patrol. Those officers ran the 

torch to Austin and began the State Games, as stated in 
the manual. 

The Torch Rwt is now the largem. fund-raiser for the 
Special Olympics. In 1990, 35,000 officers ran more 
than 55,000 miles to raise $5.l million to benefit the 
Special Olympics nationwide. 

Texas, alone, had 300 officers run more than 3,000 
miles across the state and raised $216,000, as reported in 
the fund-raising manual. 

This year's games will be held at Southwest Texas 
State University in San Marcos in May. 

H anyone_is interested in getting involved with the 
Special Olympics Too:h R..,, contact police officer Ver
non Ewell in the College of the Mainland Police Depart. 
men~ (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext 403. 

Volleyball registration coming in January 
Adull mixed volleyball leagues at College of the 

Mainland will begin Jan. 23 and will run about IO 
weeks, 

The entry fee is $55 per team, and e8Cb team must 
enter with at least three males and three females. Each 

' 

• 

league is limited to eight teams. 
For more information about the mixed league and 

other volleyball leagues, contact Maryann Urick, recre
ation direclor at College of the Mainland, at (409) 938· 
1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 417 or 418. 
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Gallery presents 
two visiting artists 
By KIM MITCHELL 

Starr Reporter 

On display in the College of the Mainland 
Art Gallery are the most recent works of fiber 
artist Kay Johns and ceramicist Michel Conroy 
through Dec. 13. The artists presented slide· lec
wres of their works opening night, Nov. 7. 

Johns' works consist of wavy tines of thread 
and patches of cloth sewn onto satin backgrounds, 
which form her canvases. She uses a variety of vi
brant colors to show the uniqueness of each piece 
of art. Johns also demonstrates a gradual color 

grade from red to blue. She uses several geometric 

forms, such as rectangles and squares, to assign in

divuality to her works. 
The satin works that line the gallery walls, 

come in sizes as small as 18 by 25 inches to as 

large as62 by 511/2 inches. 
Conroy's work is not as diverse. His vases are 

beautiful, yet they are all in the same general 
shape. The differences in the vases are not in style, · 

but in size and the color. Conroy uses many sub
dued colors to enhance each vase's originality. The 
vases are set on small pedestals in strategic places 

on the gallery floor. 
Both artists' works may be viewed in COM's 

Art Gallery Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. IO 4 

p.m. To view the works c.all Joyce Palmer in the 
Fine Arts office at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280· 

- 399¼; 8•• 148-89-lllal<he lllllY unlock the gallery. 

COM students Cheryl Grady, Brandi Ryan and 
Mellissa Wright admire the works presented in 
the COM Art Gallery by fiber artist Kay Johns 
and ceramicist Michel Conroy. 

(Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

MOM gift certificates 
Mall of the Mainland is offering gift certificates that 

are redeemable at every store in the mall. 

Each certificate of $50 or more comes with an ele
gant silver gift box (which may be purchased for just 50 
cents for gift certificates under $50). There is no prc,cess
ing charge and you get the full value of your purchase. 

The gift certificates c,an be easily purchased at the 
Frequent Shopper Information booth with cash, c6rpo
rate check, VISA or MasterCard and are avaliable in any 
amount The gift certificates have no expiration date. 

For more infonnation contact Donna,Banen at (409) 
986-7000. 
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COM nursing instructors recently selected four outstanding nursing students for 1992. They are from left, Rose 
Curry, Dianne Fischer, Melanie Johnson and Darrell Sarver. The four also have been nominated. to be selected 
outstanding nursing student of the year in Texas by the Texas Nursing Students Association. 

Heff el takes over as choir director 
By BRANDI RYAN 
Staff Reporter 

One of College of the Mainland's newest members 
this semester in the Fine Arts Building is James ·Heffel, 
a teacher and performer of voice and Opera. He is at 
COM for one year IO teach studejlts m~c whQe ,work· 
ing on his own technique. 

"I am really enjoying COM students and adminisua
oors," Heffel said. "The students have been real helpful,· 
and the administrators have welcomed me wit~ open 
arms. They have helped to make a rough road more 
smooth." 

Heffel teaches a variety of musical classes ranging 
from group participation to one-on-one training. 

"The voice is where a large group of COM singers 
come together to learn the standard repertoire," Heffel 
said. "This includes classicals, gospels and spirituals." 

Class voice includes one to 15 students and focuses 
on solo singing. Swing choir also is a group-oriented 
class. It's a jazz/pop rhythm session in which students 
learn choreography. Private choir is self-oriented allow
ing the instructor to work on a one-to-one basis with the 
student. Heffel also teaches a musical theory course 
which is rut application of listening skilJs and harmonic 
dictation. 

The music teacher obtained extensive background 
experience early in his music career by auending several 
universities. 

Heffel, who majored in voice performance, received 
an undergraduate degree from Kansas State University in 
his hometown Manhatten, Ka. Later, he moved to 
Tempe, Ariz .• where he eame.d a master's degree. Also in 
Arizona. Heffel was recognized as an Alumnus Inspira
tion Point of Fine Arts Colony in opera boot camp, 
where intensive operaic training was enforced. Heffel 
then moved to Houston and attended Houston Communi
ty College sbldying voice and opera. 

In Houston Heffel met his present instructor, Nor-

man Newto'nc Newton, who also owns a private studio 
in New \ark, helps Heffel with his vocal techniques and 
listens to him sing 1md then gives helpfuJ advice to 

strengthen his technique. 
After he earned his degrees, Heffel visited various 

parts of the country performing opera. He says he enjoys 
the Southwest the most. 

After being an instructor of private voice ou&side a 
university communily for a while, Heffel found an ad 
COM had placed in The Houston Chronicle. The ad (and 
series of interviews) led Heffel ,1.0 his current one-year 
placement at COM. 

When Heffel leaves COM, he plans to continue per
forming throughout the country. 

"My goal is to have an excellent year, so that by the 
time I leave here, there will be a heavy change in my 
technique," Heffel said. "I am going to allow my voice 
to sing, instead of making it. It is 98 percent mental 
work and 2 percent physical work." 

New COM cboir instructor James Heff'el prepares a 
piece or lllllSic ror his stutlellts. 

Vet~ran~ may be exempt from TASP 
Notice to ~l military veteran students attending 

College of the Mainland: You may be exempt from the 

TASP test based upon the granting of college credit for 

military experience. If you are interested in pmsuing this 

option, you should bring a copy of your DD-214 to the 

Admissions Office and request that it be evaluared for 

• • 

college credit 
Please refer to the new T ASP policy, it reads: Any 

milimry training or schooling completed prior IO the fall 
1989 may qualify students for a TASP exemption. If an 
institution considers such work college-level, it may ac~ 
cept or transfer such hours in accordance with institu
tional transfer policy and accreditatioo standards. 
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Interviews/Features 

Dr. Ali Ravandi, COM math instructor, helps Tasha Willis, a m.ath tutor, review for an upcoming algebra exam. 
(Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

Ali Ra van di: Touching lives forever 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Staff Reporter 

Dr. Ali Ravandi is one of the most enthusiastic in
structors on the College of the Mainland campus and 
has accomplished much since he became a math instruc
tor here in 1986. 

Dr. Ravandi, who teaches a variety of math courses 
from MA TH 0300 ( Fundamentals of Math) to the differ
ent levels of calculus classes, is a teacher who really 
likes to have a good relationship with his students. 

"I like my whole class to participate, and I enjoy in
structing students who have a great desire to learn.." Dr. 
Ravandi stated. "I would ralher have a student treat me as 
if I were a friend and not as an insttuctor." 

Dr. Ravandi is happy when he is helping students 
learn and usually doesn't hold a student's actions against 
him. "When a student misses a test or skips class many 
times, I would rather try and help him by letting him 
make up the test or try to help him catch on the material 
he had missed, rather than hold it against him." 

Dr. Ravandi's students usually have a very friendly 
relationship with him because it is apparent that he is an 
instructor who cares about his students as people and not 
just as students. 

"It is really hard for me to hate anyone," Dr. Ravan
di said. "I can't take away from a student because of their 
faults. I'm not 'that kind of person. I want to make a pos
itive difference in my students' education at COM." 

The math instructor was born and raised in Kennan, 
Iran, and went to Pahlavi University in Iran, an interna
tional school, where he earned his bachelor's degree in 

engineering m 1978. 
He then moved to the United States to further P.UC

sue his education. He studied at Mississippi State Uni
versity, Starkville, Miss., and earned his masters degree 
and doctorate in engine.ering with emphasis on math :m<l 

statistics in a four and a half years. 
It was at the university where he was working as a 

researcher that he met his wife, Shelia, who was also go
ing to school at MSU. They we.re married and moved to 
Texas where Dr. Ravandi started working part-time as an 
instructor at several local colleges. including North Har
ris County College, San Jacinto College, Galveston 
College and at College of Jhe Mainland. 

He h~ currently sellled down in League City with 
his wife and three children: Layla, 6, Alex, 2, and Aus
sie, 1. In addition to being a full-time instructor at Col
lege of the Mainland he is also an adjunct math instruc
wf' at Galveston College. 

Although all of his extended family, whom he has 
only visited twice in the la,;;t 13 years, still live in Iran, 
he became a U.S. citizen in December 1988 and has 
grown to enjoy American culture. He likes country and 
western music as well rock 'n' roll. 

When he is away from school he lik11_s to spend 
much of his time with his wife and children. He is a 
family man who grew up in a very caring and loving 
home in Iran. He tries to provide the same environment 
for his own children. 

On the wall of Dr. Ravandi's office is_ a picture wilh 
a saying which reads. "To teach is to touch a life forev
er." ~is students have been touched very much by him. 

Holiday dance at Blisters, good turnout 
By MELANI THOMPSON 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Holiday Dance, spon
sored by the Student Activities Board and held Nov. 23 
at Blisters in Galveston, was well planned. Hors 
d'ouevres Were plentiful, and the music never completely 
stoppOO for the 217 people who attended. 

Decorations combined Christmas and New Year's 
features. ']Jny wrawoo packages anchored balloons to all 
the tables. The dance floor had Chrisunas tree garland ac
cents, and Blisters had built-in lights, mounted on sup
pan posts, that blinked like the ones on a tree. 

The hors d'ouevres table featured cheese cubes, cock
• tail wienies in barbecue sauce, fruit trays, vegetable 

.. 

trays, chips, &everal types of dips and crackers. 
Music provided by a DJ included "The Cotton-eyed 

Joe," a journey-through-time medley that began with 
. Glenn Miller's "In the Mood" and ended with "Jailhouse 
Rock." Other music included current songs and enough 
slow numbers to keep couples happy. 

People arrived in everything from jeans to velvet. 
Guys in high tops danced with women in heels, and peo
ple of all ages attended. There were the fresh-out-of-high
school-types as well as others who might have seen their 
grandchildren there. 

Of the 217 who attended, 152 were students and 65 
were nonstudents. 

SAB spons<>r Maryann Urick said, "They really did 
look like they had a good time." 

• 

New Years resolutions 
confessed.on campus . · 
By ... AMANDA ' McNQWN . 
Staff Repurur 

livefy year Oil the fim of January, ~ 
· Qf Americans celebiiWi the new year by making 
resollitions, People bµpe to Slat't !be year off on a 

· good foot witlt the ex~ Iha! the upcoming 
.Y<l!f will be betW than the lasL · . . 

Aslcing peQPle' on the College of the Main-
~ · campµs. what-their _New :¥ear's: rcsolutjnns 
wili be revealed, $()ille_, ,surprisiilg answers . ·Most 
people said lhat Jhey wanted to lose weight or get 
back in shape after the holidays. 

. .. Here are, a few· ,fflreres~g resolufioos Inter I" 
COM~ . 

' 

COM Phi Theta Kappa members and Galveston County Environmental Service members pause for a photo af"ter 
a presentation on the environment at Lea~e City•s Ferguson Elementary School. Pictured from left are Sandra 
Rennie (GES), Marlene Limon (PTK), Lisa Baker (PTK), Diane Peachmon (PTK), Jeanette Thompson (PTK), 
Monica Newell (YfK), Leslie Cooper (PTK), Paulette Beazley (PTK), Robin Randle (PTK), Karen Carmona 
(PTK) and Jean Wright (GES). (Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

PTK presents kindergarten program 
By MELLISSA WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter · 

The Sigma Delta chapttt of College of the Main
.land's Phi Theta Kappa honor society, in conjunction 
with Best Waste Systems Inc. and representatives from 
the Galveston County Heallh District's Project CURE 
(Children Uniled to Save the Earth), visited Dickinson's 
Lloyd Ferguson Elementary School Nov. 22, to t<ach af
ternoon kindergarten students about environmental prob
lems. 

"Recently, we were invited to participate in project 
CURE," said Monica Newell, member of the Phi Beta 
Kappa and head of the society's CURE. "This project 
was designed to help educa~ and sensitize children to 
pressing environmental concerns." 

The first item on the agenda was the film The Won
derful World of Recycling that ttansported lhe children 
into the Land of Recycle where glass bottles grow on 
trees and everything is plemiful due to the powerlul creed 
"Reduce. Reuse. Recycle." 

Robin Simmons, a city sales representative from 
Best Waste Inc. then spoke with the children about the 
meaning of the film and explored simple and practical re
cycling tips. 

Sandra Rennie and Jean ·Wright, environment health 
specialists from the Galveston County Health District 
then used visual aids to explain the intensive and impor
tant interconnection of the relationships between air, wa
ter, land, plants, animals and people, and how these rela
tionships affect the planet 

The next adventure the children embarked upon was 

a trip to the land of The Lorax, a film based upon a Dr. 
Seuss book in which progress at the cost of the planet is 
questioned, and the equation of greed and inconsideration 
versus the welfare of lhe aivironmcnt is clearly dis
played. 

Newell then spoke to the children about littering, 
animal kindness, and water and electricity conservation. 

"When you're playing in your room at night and 
you leave, what do you do?" Newell asked the children. 
"Who's going t.o need the light? The toys? No waY. The 
best lhing to do is turn off the light." 

After the presentation, members of Phi Theta Kappa 
went to classrooms to discuss the environment and en
gage in a coloring book activity with children unable to 
attend the presentation. Some of those illustrations will 
be selected as a part of an exhibit at the Annual Phi The
ta Kappa Convention next year in Washington D.C. 

Ferguson school personnel instrumental in the pro
gram were Vice Principal Trudy Knight, kindergarten 
teachers Deborah Ricks, Fonda Wilkins and Betsy Pen

dergast. 

"I think the program was effective," Rennie said. "I 
think the kids were interested, but I wasn't in the cl~s~ 
rooms to see their output after the program. From our 
point of view, though, everything went over pretty 

well." 

Simmons said that she thinks "these programs are 
very important because this is the age at which you de
velop habits. It's not like us, we're having to learn it. 
When they get older, it will be a way of life, second na
ture." 

Supplemental TASP t~~t date added 
·· ,. · · · , · •• ·. restas1ndi.catedm.!hel991-1992TASl'TeMReg, 

A specl.al 'l'ASP .- will be given Ian.. 11 for istrotlon Bii.lletin . .. 
anyone who bas not yei - IL The nearest test> · On the day of the 1e<1. ,m,dents should bring a 
ing - is HQuston Community College.· money order fot $65, a oompletlid TASP - regis- · 

,~ llegins at 8 Lill.. Lale atrivals will no1 . tration foon, two typ!lll .of identification, one with· 
be admitted. . . .. • ~ent photograph and soft lead p,n;:ils. . 

. ~ ~ by pllooe Qlllf. Tb¢ numbe'ds casb and pet'Sooal checks will not be accepted 
(512} . 4(i ~ 8 a.ml and j p.m. caJls . 11& paymettL ' . . , 
will .aft!ir. · · StudcrilS whc> 11lke lhe rest on J1111, It w1n.n-

;, ,.'; ~ , ccire a veritlCalioii of auend111<:e. which may .be 
._ _____ ,.._ oftll& TASP. used to !fflfy m <:Ollli,ltlklll ofihe TASf! 

.. 
• 

• 

InterCOM, December 1991, Page 5 

Firefighting training 
available at COM 
By SHERRY SHAVER 
Staff Reporter 

The Basic Firefighter Academy at College of the 
Mainland trains both men and women in basic firefight· 
ing and emergency medical training. The academy has 
been on the COM campus since January 1985. Cenifica
tion by the state of Texas is completed when the fire
fighter applies and is hired by· a city's fire department 

To qualify for training in the COM program, a per
son must pass a physical exam and go through pre
counseling to be sure he is physically able to handle the 
work and emotionally able to handle the pressures on the 
job. The person must be 18 or over with a high school 
diploma or a GED. 

"Day classes at the academy start at the beginning of 
the· fall and spring semesters and take four months to 
complete/ Fire Academy Director Jon Leacroy said. 
"Evening classes start in September and take eight 
months to complete." 

Firefighters complete a minimum of 400 hours of 
firefighting training and a minimum of 188 hours of 
Emergency Medical Training. Cadets have c1assroom in
struction as well as hands-on training on campus and in 
the community, with exposure to industrial firefighting 
at training facilities in this area and ~roughout Texas. 

"The cadets use some equipment from the Texas 
City Fire Department. They use empty houses marked 
for demolition for forcible entry practice and ventilation 
training," Leacroy said. 

Training is also given in League City and the cadets 
use the Angleton tower for field training and Angleton's 
bum building for live burns. Upon completion of the 
academy, passing cadets receive certification which is re
quired by many_ departments in order to apply for em
ployment. 

Literature Club 
forms this semester 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Staff Reporter 

Out of the more intellectual strata of College of the 
Mainland the Literature Oub formed early this semester; 
the group that ·officially cans themselves "The Black 
Hole of Knowledge." 

"We like to get our group together and review 
books, movies and plays and have interpretative discus· 
sions voicing our different views,' said Dahn Logsdon, 
who is the c~nl Literature ,Club president. 

"It's something p:,sitive to do with our time and the 

whole group enjoys discussing literature, mostly classics 
like Shakespeare,'' said Literature Club secretary Janica 
More&!o. 

"We need members," stated Dahn enthusiastically. 
The club at present has 13 members and is trying to re
cruit as many interested people as possible. 

As a fund-raiser to raise money for the Children's 
Center '81 Mainland Center Hospital, the club is spon
soring a raffle. 

Tickets for the raffle cost 50 cents apiece, five for 
$2 or a book of 25 for $10. The prizes for the raffle in
c1ude $200 for first prize, dinner for two at Fisherman's 
Reef for second place and a great number of other prizes. 
ranging from free pizza to free games at Lone Star Lanes 
Bowling Alley in Texas City. 

The mon~y will be used to aid funding for medical 
research for the children at the Children's Center and for 
buying the them books to read. 

Also, during the holidays members are going to vis
it the center and read to the children and have Santa 
Claus visit with lbem, bringing them books as gifts . 
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Criminal justice instrudor Howie Katz reviews his students' techniques or dusting for fingerprints after be gave a 
presentation on the subject. (Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

Law enforcement offered at COM 
BY CHERYL GRADY 
Staff Reporter 

In the criminal justice department's criminal investi
gations class. students learn how to make plaster casts of 
footprinL.;; and tire impressions. They also learn how to 

"Tl\ere are four kinds of people who enroll in I.be develop and lift bf tent (hidden} fingerprints, Katz said. 
criminal justice department classes," said Howie Katz, "Students are also able to improvi£e crime scenes 
College of the Mainland criminal justice instructor. which they will have to sketch and draw," he added. 
"People who are planning careers as probation or parole The criminal justice department also uses part-time 
officers, police officers, lawyers and people who are just instructors who are wen established in the law enforce-
curious. ment commtu1ity. They include Kathy Boone, Galveston 

'The criminal justice department was established in County Adult Probation Department; Gean Leonard, 
1970 and has much to offer individuals who arc inter- chief deputy of the Galveston County Sheriffs Dcpart-
ested in law or law-related fields," Katz said. ment; and Jerry Purdon, chief of police in Texas City. 

The department offers three two-year programs The department has been through some changes 
which includes a degree lhat focuses on specific criminal over the years. The state has changed the department's 

courses. curriculum by eliminating and adding courses. 
Katz is the head of the criminal justice _department Toe ratio of men to women enrolling in the course 

and has been associated with it since the department was has also changed, Katz noted 
founded. He has 13 year's experience as a police officer, "The department seems to have more women enrol-
half of which he spent with narcotic enforcement. His ling in the courses due to the growing opportunities in 
solid background in law enforcement is a definite advan- probation, parole and police officer careers." 
tage to criminal justice students as well as the criminal Katz added that the age group that enrolls in the de-
justice deparunent. partment is widespread fffrom age 17 to anywhere in the 

"I was on the Galveston Beach Patrol when it was late 40s." 
under the police department," Katz stated. "The chief re· Law enforcement-related careers often provoke nega-
cruited me for their department I loved being a police of- tive attitudes toward law officials. The class tries to deal 
ficer." with such problems as offensive language, prejudice, 

COM's criminal justice department offers a number bigotry and stereotyping. The department recognizes this 
of field projects to allow students to get a taste of what and has a course that deals with such racial related prob-
law enforcement-related careers are like. For example, in terns. However, this course is not required to obtain a de-, 
the Introduction to Criminal Justice course, students grcc. 
may visit court trials, drug rehabilitation centers and pro- "In the future I hope to see the state revert to a man-
bation offices. The department also offers students the dated human relations course," Katt said. 
opportunity to ride along with officers in the Houston Katz takes pride in the department's success as well 
Police beparunent as the success of his students. 

Gary Williamson, who is enrolled in the introducto- "Our program is progressive and we believe in a bu-
ry course, plans to be a police officer. He already has had mane approach to criminal justice," he said. "A number 
the opportunity to ride in a squad car with an officer of people have gone on to be successful in their careers 
from HPD. with a number of them becoming ctriefs of ~lice. 

"It was very exciting," Williamson stated. "There js "I am very proud of my students because they learn 
so much violence on the streets, and I had the opportuni- to be proud of their country and to be tolerant of people 
ty to witness how it actually is out there on the streets ') who 31'C different from them." 

~¥['·~~~fl~~.-(} ( 

Greenhouse effect 
threatens environment 
By MELLISSA WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter 

EDITOR'S NOTE: This article is the conclusion of a 
three-part series dealing with the environment. 

WARNING: Your hair spray (refrigerator, 
air condltioner, paint thi&ner, etc.) and auto
mobile (gas heater, barbec1te pit etc.) may 
help cause your childrens' skin cancer and de
struction of entire coastal regions. 

Lawmakers require that cigmrette, alcohol and artifi
cial sweetener manufacturerers label their products in 
such a manner as to warn consumers of their biochemi
cal hazards. Maybe a warning label is in order for the 
gasses that cause a nasty situation scientists call ozone 
depletion and its nasty second cousin, global warming. 

In laymen's terms. the ozone layer is the portion of 
the Earth's aunosphere that blocks most of the sun's can
cer-causing ultra-violet radiation from the planet's sur
face. Located in the uppennost reaches of the atmos
phere, this layer, known as the stratosphere, is composed 

of ozone molecules which are nothing more lhan normal 
oxygen molecules that have bound with an extra oxygen 
atom. This extra atom is what acts as the planet's sun 
protection factor 50-plus sunscreen. The highest-powered 
commercial sunscreens available usually do not have a 
sun protection factor above 20. 

When chloroflourocarbons (otherwise known as 
CFCs) are released by using hair spray, refilling the fre
on in an air conditioning unit or using paint thinner to 
strip the paint from Junior's bicycle, these ligtiter-than
air gasses rise to the stratosphere. They then bind with 
ozone molecules, rendering the protective shield de
stroyed and useless. 

Global warming, on the other hand, is the direct I'e
sult of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. Carbon dioxide 
is not only released by living organisms during the 
brealhing process, but more importantly by the burning 
of fossil fuels (coal, oil, natural gas and their by
products). Carbon dioxide also rises to the upper levels 
of the atmosphere where it forms a layer that traps the 
heat of the sun that the planet's surface naturally reflects. 

Because of this trapping of excess heat, the Earth's 
overall temperature has risen and will continue to do so. 
The planet's inherent biological solution to the carbon 
dioxide dilemma is the fact that all green plants extract 
carbon dioxide from the air during the food-making pro
cess, but plants cannot cope with today's mechanization. 

Proposed solutions to the two problem:5 of. ozone 
depletion and the gr:eenhouse effect range from the silly 
to the outlandish. Geoengineers have suggesred not only 
the release of millions of aluminized balloons filled with 
hydrogen into the atmoshpere to reflect sunlight, but 
also the installation of mountain-top lasers to deactivate 
CFCs by zapping them during their upward journey. 

These quick-fix ideas will do nothing but comfort 
the insecurities of the baby boom generation. This high· 
powered technological Band-Aid is appealing because it 
offers pseudo solutions to the ecological crisis. It does 
not, however, force a change in the societal concepts, 
habits and practices that originally allowed the problems 
to develop. 

The real solution lies somewhere between the the 
human heart and mind where lifestyle decisions are made 
and priorities set. Tomorrow's parents must de.cide today 
whether or not the ttouble of changing the way of life of 
an entire generation and teaching those changes to the 
generations to come is wonh the much-celebrated bene
fits when no tangible threat exists. 

Is such foresight truly possible? Tomorrow's chil
dren will be the ones to whom the answer ttuly matters. 
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i lnterCOM staff relates nostalgic Christmases E 
* * ! Hditor's note: This page is devoted to the staffs spe- else up, I would be in really .big trouble. Smart person Spirits high despite illness ! * cial Christmas memories.We hope that they will evoke a that I am, I decided to go look at my presents. That year, * * smile, or tug at your heart. I really, really wanted a pair of "high heels." They were Ouisunas Eve 1989 was freezing cold asmy fiance * ! pink plastic, and I just couldn't live without them. Under and I settled down in the warm comfort of St. Luke's * 
* Editor's Christmas blowout the tree, I saw a wrapped package that could only be high Hospital in Houston. His mother was hospitalized with ! 
:: One particular Chrisunas memory J have is an ex- heels! That was thconly present I recognized. I wanted terminal cancer and we had been staying with her on * * ample of a typical day in the life of the current editor of to open it, but I figured I better wait. I did and it was. weekends. Christmas was no exception. · ! 
: fnterCOM. -by Melani Thompson Her spirilS were high as she was a religious woman, * 
* My two younger cousins from Houston were visit- • and the hospital surroundings had not gotten her down. ** 

F;rs1 real snow experience A,. tl ch · : iQg for the holidays about two years ago. My family • it e nsunas tree, a poinsettia and opened gifts* * owns a taxicab company and one day my cousins were One Christmas, when I was about 9 or 10 years old, brou'?ht some cheer to the private hospital room. That! * keeping me company in our cab office. evenmg I settled down to a good book in the lazyboy * 
* my family went to spend the holidays at my grandma's hai h"l fi 1 th * 
* 

The older of the two complained lhat he was cold. I, c r w I e my iance s cpl on e small couch-like bed. 
-in=on. * * also feeling a bit "nippy," proceeded to tum on the heat- Christmas morning we awoke to see her smiling * 

This wasn't a very rare occurrence. All of my aunts d · ki La th * er. As I turned on the gas, I noticed that the pilot light an JO ng. tcr at day we opened gifts at my fiance's * * and uncles and cousins got together and opened gifts and · , h · H * 
* was nol on. So I then began to look for a match. stsler s ome m ouston. The true meaning of Christ- * 

ate a gigantic meal that my grandma cooked for us. My h bee * I searched the entire office and all over my house mas as never n so clear as it was the Christmas * 
* grandma was a very good cook, and I would usually get h * 
* ne:ii::t door, but found nothing. My search finally ended w en a courageous woman, clinging to life, still had 

sick after we ate because I inhaled as much food as possi- · 1 brate * * when I looked on the dashboard of one of our cabs. Fee!- Ume to cc e our Lord's birth. In memory of Esther * * ing relieved and incredibly proud of myself for fina11y be· ble. Moreno. ·by She"y Shaver * * But that year was special for me because when I * 
* ing able to assist my freezing family member, I returned * 

walked outside after dinner, it was snowing. There was Ch • I b • [ 
* tothcofficewithmatchesinhandandsquatteddownin snowalloverthegroundandallovcrthetrees.Imean nS mas nngS On}' tears · * 

** front of the heater. It took three tries before the match there was snow everywhere. 1 f · d d I · · b ** Id 1 · h Th · A few years ago, a c ose nen an were s1ttmg y * wou 1g L en 1t dawned on me that the gas had been 1ltis was unique for me because I had never even 1 * * ' th · d · f my family Christmas tree. Every year I ovc to arrange * 
on 10r e enure urauon o my quest seen snow before except on television. The rest of the 

** The last thing I remember was how hard the thrust and rearrange the boxes of presents under the tree. As I ** 
day my cousins, my sister and I spent most of the time was doing this, 1 looked over and I saw tears fall from * of the blast felt as it chunked me across the room and playing in the snow. -by Jason Cantrell * 

:: slapped me against the adjacent wall. I wasn't burned, his eyes. He tried to hide them, but it was too late. * 

* but I was a bit darker and definitely not "nippy" any- Fa;th bn·ngs unde·'Stand;ng I asked him what was wrong and he couldn't answer :: 
{ more. Both of my cousins stood over me in amazemen~ • '' • for a while. The only thing he could choke out was, "I * * and the one for whom I had gone 10 an rhat trouble said, miss my dad." Then it hit me. This would be the first * 
* " ' My favorite Chrisunas memory takes me back to Christmas since his parents' divorce. ** 

Im not cold anymore." -bu Rodney Conley h I atth te de f8 * ., w en was e n rage O · lt had been six months since the divorce, and I didn't * 
! ls Santa Claus reallu here? I remember how excited I would get whenever my reaH1.e that it still bothered him. His fears proved me ** * 'J family and I spent Christmas at Grandma and Grandpa's. wrong. * 
* As children, almost no one can wait until Santa It was real special to me because Christmas meant the I didn't really know what to do. I had ne ... er experi- * ! Claus arrives at their house. So on Chrisunas Eve night, whole family would come together and enjoy the festive enced divorce in my family, so I just held him and with ! * when I wa'i only 4, I could barely sleep due to the ques- spirit. Little did I know that this particular Christmas that he burst into uncontrollable sobs. I felt his tears * * tionS sWifliiig -foniylie.id: What w·nrSaiita bririg me • would touch our family in a more spiritual way · · · against my check. I have never felt so close, yet so far * ! this year? Did I behave well enough? I knew my grandma had cancer. I remember hearing away from someone. ! * Christmas morning arrived. My brother, Terry, my family talk about it. What 1 didn't know was that, at It was then that I realized that Christmas time is not* • 
! then 18, decided it would be funny to tell me Santa lhat time, researchers could not prolong lhe fatal disease, all candy canes and Yuletide cheer. For many it is a time ! 
* Claus was in the living room. I-nearly killed myseff try- much less cure it. of loneliness, heartache and a consumt reminder of how * ! ing to get untwisted from the sheets. I darted out of my So, by Christmas time, my grandma was feeling unfair life can be. -by Cheryl Grady ! * room, down the hall inlO the living room. To my dis- pretty bad. Instead of playing with the other kids, I * * may, no fat man in a red suit stood in my Jiving room. pushed her around the house in her wheelchair. Some- Dad' d .r, l Ch • I * ! I stood there and burst into tears. My mom couldn"t fig- times we would run inlP a dooror a wall. but she didn't S WOn erJ U rlS mas ! 
* ure out what was wrong. After I sat down and stopped mind. Neither did .1 because it made her smile. * 

My most memorable Chrisunas wa..'i the one before ! crying, I managed to say. between sniffles, "Terry told Even though I.he grown-ups knew, 1 remember pray- my father died. ** 
S ta Cl h "Th I asked ""B t here ,·s ing so hard that year to Jesus that he wouldn't take my * me an aus was ere. en , u w He lived in a small mobile home, 10 feet by 50 * * he?" grandma away. * * I lost her soon after Christmas. Because of my age, feet, and did not have much room. He was very ill with * 

* Terry jumped to his own defense, and said he only cancer, but wanted his home decorated for his three * 
* I didn't understand, but now I realize that he only takes 
* told me Santa was there, not is there. grandchildren. So my three younger sisters and I all ** the best up to heaven! •by Brandi Ryan * I recently graduated from high school for which we went to his house and hung blue lights all around and * 
* had a family get together. Terry, now 32, decided to re- Grade school gift swap flop decorared his 2 foot artificial tree. We also put the grand- * ! mind me of the time I cried on Christmas. To this day children's names on stockings with glitter dlld glue and t * he swears he said Santa was I.here. But, after all these My most vivid Christmas memory is of an elemen- hung them below the bar, which was w'.iere the tree was * 
: years, l know he said, "Santa is here!" tary school gift swap during a year in which my family sitting. t 
* -by Kim Mitchell was not financially secure. My father was very weak, but he was so excited he * 

.• 

.• 

* I was in the fifth grade when I drew the name of the got up and hugged all four of us. I am sure the excite- * 
: Pink high heels and Pepsi prettiest girl in the class. I remember'the glee I felt when ment was from all the decorations, but also because all ! * I finally found the perfect gift: a set of barrettes that re- of his children were with him all at the same time. * * I have several interesting Christmas memories. I quired the weaving a of a length of ribbon to create the * 
* c'"'t real! · dif:c · · ·by Belinda Willi«ms * * ...... Y assign any 1enng importance to them, so braided effect pictured on the package. I was proud to * 

* 111keep them short. give such a breathtakingly gorgeous gift. I knew she Familu makes Christmasfiun * ! One happened when I was about 7. My mom and would be happy, so she surprised me.when she held one 'J : * dad were divorced, so we went to both grandparents' of the barrettes up to the light and looked al it ,with * 
* h M dad I r " I can't think of one special Christmas memory. Eve- * .ouses. Y e t presents 1or my two younger broth- much disdain. She then threw both barrettes and their * ers and t M d p , ry one of my Chrisunases has always been special. I re- * * me a my eemaw an eepaw s (his parents) wrappings into my lap. * house. I opened my present from him, and almost went "You keep them," she said to me, "[ don't want member when I was 7, and I got my first real bicycle. ! * into shock. He gave me a box that I thought was full of Ihem because they're ugly and cheap." Then there was the time my brother and I sat up all * 
* two 1,·ter bottl f p · 1 M M night excited, talking and wondering what We would be * * - es o eps1. Y eemaw suggested that l I understood later that perhaps she did not like lhe * 
* ope th bo and I k · ·de 1 · getting that year. I remember the Chrisunas I got my * n e x oo ms1 . did, and discovered a ted- blue ribbon, and I realized years later that she was right 
* dy bear that was 1 t b" r r ·11 h go-cart. Then there was last year, my first Christmas as * * a mos as 1g as was. Sb ave that about the price tag, even though the purchase required * 
* bear and he's one of m f ·1e E · 1 h. a married woman! That was an odd Christmas. * 

• T Y avon s. very time see nn two we.eks' allowance. The emotional price tag, howev-#' I think about Pepsi. ' er, was much higher than I am sure she ever fully com- I guess the thing that makes Christmas so special * * The other took place a year later, when I was 8: As ~ for me is the gathering of frimdsand family every year. J 
* was my custom, I woke up before anyone else. 1 wanted Curiously• I have never se.en the season in quite the Yes, that is what is most special for me. * ! to open my presents, but knew that if I woke everybody same light -by Mdlissa Wrigllt ·by Amanda McNown : 
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Handicapable student wheels around campus 
By BELINDA WILLIAMS 
Staff Reporter 

Wheeling from class to class around the College of 
the Mainland campus is a busy, handicapable student 
striving to complete her academic goals. 

Tammy Franklin, 21 , is often seen cruising the 
campus in her wheelchair. She always has a cheerful 
smile, glistening eyes and sometimes wears a cap that 
usually coordinates with her outfit. 

Being handicapped d~n·t seem to be a problem for 
Franklin. "Somtimes when I'm going along with my 
friends, I forget that I am in a wheelchair," she remarked. 
"My friends treat me nonnal and always encourage me.~ 

Franklin explained that COM is set up for most 
handicapped people. She says she has no problems enter
ing arut leaving the buildings and classrooms. She has a 
remote control that automatically opens the doors for 
her. 

"I can open the doors myself, but I use my remote 
control most of the time," Franklin said. "The only 
doors that are not set up for my remote are the library 
doors." 

Franklin graduated from Dickinson High School in 
1987 and had no plans of going IO college. Her mother 
encouraged her. however, to go to college and get a de
gree. "You can do anything you want to do if you only 

try." 

So, inspired by her mother. she enrolled at COM in 
spring 1989 with health administration as her major. 

She hopes eventually IO earn a mastets degree. 
Franklin plans to transfer to University of Texas 

Medical Branch at Galveston after she fmishes at COM 
Along with being a full-time student, Franklin 

works as a student assistant with the Job Placement Pro
gram in the Division of Business Office. She has been 
with job placement since July 1991. 

"The job placement job is my first job and I really 
enjoy it," she said. She also is a member of the Organi
zation of African American Culture and loves to go on 
field trips with the club. 

"I would like IO see chair lifts installed in the travel 
vans that we use for the field trips." she explained. 

Another member of the club has IO help her into the 
van and it is sometimes inconvenient. 

Franklin has one brother named Bruce. She says she 
loves puppies but does not have time for a pet right 
now. She is an avid movie buff and likes to watch foot
ball and baseball on television. Her favorite cl~s are 
political science and British literature. 

"I really enjoy British literature and my teacher, 
Brenda Brown." Brown is one of the English instructors 
at COM. 

Franklin's goal is to get through with college and 
go to worlc in health adminislration. 

COM student Tammy Franklin pauses for photo near 
the Division or Business Office where she works as a 
student aide in the Technical Education Building. 

(Photo by Belinda Williams) 

COM student volunteers as state park ranger 

COM student Kristen Leader poses by Lake Eckert in 
the volunteer park ranger uniform she wears when she 
works at Brazos Bend State Park. 

(Photo by JaSon Cantrell) 

By SHERRY SHA VER 
Staff Reporter 

Kristen Leader, a native of Santa Fe, is a student at 
College of the Mainland and a volunteer park. ranger at 
Brazos Bend State Park, about an hour's drive from Tex
as City. As a volunteer ranger she is receiving hands-on 
training while working on her associate's degree at 
COM. She plans to earn a bachelor's degree in forestry at 
Stephen F. Austin State University in Nacogdoches after 

she finishes at COM in about a year. 
Leada has been a volunteer park ranger at Brazos 

Bend State Park since the beginning of this past swn
mer. 

She became interested in the outdoors and wildlife as 
a child because her parents took the family to state parks 
when she was a young girl. "It feels peaceful, uplifting 
and great to be out of the city," Leader said. 

Le.ader found out about becoming a volunteer park 
ranger when she asked the volunteer park rangers at Bra
zos Bend State Part about the JX)Ssiblity while vacation
ing there this past summer. She immediately filled out a 
card so the volunteer rangers could conlact her to inform 
her when the next ttaining session would begin. 

"To become a volunteer park ranger one must be 18 
years old ex have parental consent," Leader said. 

"The volunteer starts with three consecutive Satur
days of Volunleer Intense Training at the state park from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.," she- explained, adding, "This is fol
lowed up with 12 hours of volunteer 'work in the park 
with another volunteer who has received a volunteer 
ranger patch." 

When the volunteer completes training. he or she 
receives a volunteer ranger patch and "needs to give four 
hours of volunteer service any day of the week at the 
state park a month," Leader said. 

As a volunteer ranger. Leader assists the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department rangers. Pan of her job is 
b> ttim the trails and trees, and to keep the vegetation off 
the lake. She also helps the maintenance people keep the 
park clean. 

Leader's duties also include riding a trail bike around 
the park and talking IO the visilOrs, explaining the rules 

and why they are enforred by the park ranger. She also 
assists the park ranger in placing abandoned alligator 
eggs into incubation and placing the baby alligators with 
mother alligators. 

In the park there is an interpretive center which has 
a tour directory. Leader helps the park ranger in the cen
ter explain the vegetation and wildlife to visitors. Spe
cial emph.Ws is put on "the touch table" for children. 

On the touch table children may handle and exam
ine various items found along the trails, such as an alli
gator skull, alligator eggs, a deer skull and unusual 
leaves. The touch table also has a box full of informa
tive cards about the different plants in the park. Leader 
has been able to add a touch of her own to the table: a 
deer skull and some unusual leaves. 

Leader enjoys the children's questions about the 
plants and wildlife in the park. "I can go real in depth 
with the children," Leader said. The interpretive center 
also has a swffed raccoon and displays an assortment of 
animal pelts on the walls. 

It was Leader's goal to become a park ranger when 
she enrolled at COM Being a volunteer is a step along 
the way. 

In addition to majoring in forestry at Stephen F. 
Austin when she begins her studies there1 she will minor 
in wildlife. Courses leading specifically to her forestry 
degree are geology. biology, zoology and fire control. 
'The worlc will he hard, but I can do it," Leader said. 

With her degree she will be able to be a park ranger 
and work throughout the United States, she explained. 

"It's terrific and I am doing this for my major, the 
environment, and I have always wanted to since I was a 
little kid." 

Houston Museum of Natural Science offers holiday exhibits 
The Houston Museum of Natural Science, a private, 

non-profit organization, is offering a list of holiday ex
hibits and programs. 

Two programs in the Bwice Baker Planetarium are 
Christmas Star, which runs daily through Dec. 31 and 
the family ~r show Nutcrac~r Fantasy Saturdays and 

Sundays at 4 p.m. 

The Cullen Grand Entry Hall will host the e>hibit 
Holiday Tree daily through Dec. 31. 

The museum is located in Hermann Park across 
from Miller 01!Jd<><>r Theatre and is open Sundays from 

• 

• 

noon to 6 p.m. and Monday through Saturday from 9 
am. to 6 p.m. Admission to the museum is fre.e to 
members; $2.50 for non-member adults; and $2 for non
memherchildren under 12. Admission to the planetarium 
is $2 for adults and $1.50 for children under 12. For 
more information, please call (713) 639-4600. 

• 

COM Introduction to Business students, Stephanie 
Brown, Bryn Williams and Juanice Hawkins discuss 
the problems involved with their food selling project 
being cancelled. They were allowed to finish selling au 
the brownies they had made. 

(Photo by Belinda Williams) 

Family traditions 
enhance holidays 

Amanda 
McNown 

I have always loved this time of year. For me, the 
changing leaves and seasons meant the holidays were 
coming. And holidays meant family get-togethers. 

Some people don't like family get-togethers, but I 
have always cherished them. People I couldn't always see 
made time to come to our house for the holidays, and we 
would all spend time talking and reliving old memories. 
It was a time to relax and let everything go. 

Mom would always prepare a meal that we couldn't 
help but overeat. And Dad would carve the turkey to per
fection. We would have a blessing to thank God for al
lowing the family to be together, and for the food we 
were able to h:ive unlike some families. Then everyone 
would sit dcwn and rave about how great Mom's stuffing 
was and ask for her recipe. 

Just as everyone would start to eat, the phone would 
ring and it would be my granddaddy calling to wish us al1 
a Happy Thanksgiving or a Merry Christmas. I always 
knew that when the phone rang. it was him. He was not 
able to be with us because he was not able to ttavel, but 
he always called. My brother and I would be so excited 
and woold wait w,til dad finally got through, so we could 
tell Granddaddy what all was going on. Then we would 
tell him we loved him and say goodbye and go to wann 
our food back up in the microwave. 

That was always the highlight of our holiday meals: 
Granddaddy calling. 

This year, the changes in the seasons mean some
thing different to me. This year, I am starting my own 
family and my parents are going to be the grandparents. 
My husband will be a daddy and I will be the mommy. 
And this year, my granddad will not he calling us as we 
sit down to dinner. He died recently, and it will be hard 
not anticipating the phone ringing. But with each life 
that passes away, a new one comes into being. And I 
know that my child will have the same joys with its 
Granddaddy as I had with mine. After all Dad, you and 
Granddaddy are just the same. 

All these memories of my family during the holidays 
are locked into my heart. 1bey are all very speciaJ IO me, 
and I am anxious for the ooes to come. 
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Business food project discontinued 
By BELINDA WILLIAMS 
Staff Reporter 

Recently a group of College of the Mainland busi
ness students became outraged because a required project 
lhey were working on was suddenly canceled. 

The group members of the Introduction IO Business 
class called themselves The Brownie Bash. They had 
been selling brownies in the lounge of the Technical Ed
ucation Building for just a few hours when they received 
the news of the cancellation. Accordingly. their anger 
stemmed from what they thought was bad timing on the 
part of whoever stopped the project 

Dr. Henry Pope, COM dean of College and Finan
cial Services, received a call from another organization 
on campus asking why he gave the students selling 
brownies permission to sell when they had been turned 
down in the past. "I didn't give them permission; I 
didn't know they were selling," Dr. Pope explained. 

Dr. Pope then called the business department and 
spoke to Gordon Sutter, the instructor for the class, and 
told Sutter the class could not continue to sell food on 
campus because of a contract COM has with a food ser
vice company. He also said that he told Sutter that the 
students would have to come up with something differ
<:r)L 

"They could have informed us before we spent a lot 
of time and money out of our own pockets on this pro
ject; it isn't fair,n insisted Stephanie Brown. president of 
the Brownie Bash. Juanice Hawkins, secretary, said, "It 
could have been handled differently." 

Brown said Lhe project was very important to them 
and they just wanted to know why they had to stop 
working on their project "Without this project we will 
not pass the cOQrSC. Where will money for the scholar
ship come from now?" 

Sllll<C sa(d: "I was djsappninted ~use I have nev
er seen such excitement like I see in those people when 
they get going. They just have a good time and it is a 

part of the course. 
"Last year I had a woman tell me this is one of few 

projects that she's had to do in college that she felt she 
really knew what she was doing and could do well," Sut· 
ter emphasized. 

One of the requirements for the course is to develop 
a product, go through all of the business sleps, such as 
marketing and selling, and then drawing up a formal re
port on their progress. Any money made from sales pays 
back what the students invested and any profit goes to
ward a business scholarship fund. 

The students are required to come up wiih some 
product It does not have to be food although the proje.ct 
is called The Great Cookie Caper. In the past students 
sold pencils. This project is one-third of their grade, Sut
ter explained. 

The project as a whole was not canccledt only the 
sale of food. · 

In the past food services have lost money, but the 
service now is doing well, Dr. Pope said. They give a 
percentage of the sales back to the college. That goes to
ward short tenn loans. helps out clubs and organizations, 
student scholarships and has many other benefits as 
well." 

"I understand that the business division's purposes 
are for scholarships and as a class proje.ct to demonstrate 
that they can run a profitable business,"· Dr. Pope ex
plained. ~My request was to find another way to do busi
ness on campus because I can't satisfy all the requests 
out there and then give permission to do it" 

He explained that it was not his intention to create 
an uprising. However, trying to manage the'f4x>d service 
contract and fulfilling the desires of the people on cam-
pus is his goal, he emphasized. " 

Since the "uprising," Sutter has rethought the Great 
Cookie Caper program and has come up with a whole. 
new strategy that will not involve food. The project wiU 
have a new iyu:ne next sem.ester, Suuer said. At the 
present he is still discussing ideas for projects "'with the 
other business instructors. 

Try novel resolution for New Vear 
will! wanting IO q,llit smoking« drinking or losing 
weigh~ I lhongb!it would be lnrm .. ting ifwel)!ltour 
personal goal> ODlhe beckbumer 1111d made llMlol for 
a bi$Scr """1Ulioa dial would bcae!1t all poopll! year 
row•h . . Peace µn1<1-llD<>tllrz. 

Brandi 

Ryan 

!!lave an idea for d!OIIO of you who want ro com
mit yomselves toadifl\,rent rhaJlenpb Ille New 
Year,, . 

For 1992, instead of continuing OD widl lhe uadi
lloolllNew Year's ResolllliDnl, lei's Wlllllle OD a 
dlflerent ldnd, ll- though lhon,'s llothing ·~ 

Every day !hear of --ono inurder, onosui
cide,-mbbery, and ono drug- relalcd criminal act. 
('fbaii:un~)Wbalavtthal'(:n,~.IO 
brQtherly k>ve7 l know we:.cial>'t ~lhe llidooiJs 8C1$ 
of corruptiqn dial 0001· . : --"'us.but I tnuy feel 
wecan(lllll lOgClllcrandtllOdlafewl)UI. 

As tor lbe !'few Year thing, well, we do lllllllave 
to wait until Jan:.1, IO swtstl>Wing COltij • m drip. 
ksusChrist~it'sOKb.J.himifWl>Sllllt""'4y and 
lglle$$l'llSWl.',"illld>o~J111lle-. 

r 
COM students Liz Lyra and Anita Bosak sit at a picnic table outside the Learning Resoorce Center while studying 
between classes. (Photo by Belinda WiUiams) 
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OH . ., MY- .. 
.. ,GOD! 

Letter to the editor 
Dear Editor: 
There are many advantages and conveniences of hav

ing vending machines on the campus of College of the 
Mainland. 

There are a variety of vending machines, such as the 
coffee machine for the hard-to-wake-up student. soda ma
chines for the desire-to-drink-other-than-water student. 
and the snack machines for the student who needs that 
extra boost of energy. 

The vending machines are located in all the build
ings on campus for the studenlS in a hurry to reach their 
next class. A.lso many students have a class during 
lunch, which makes the vending machines an advantage 
to have. The hungry student can just gn by the vending 
machine, grab a bite to eat and a soda to drink during his 
noon-time elms. 

The tr.achers make these vending machines attractive 
because they let lhe swdent enjoy coffee, sodas or snacks 
in the classroom. 

Sincerely, Stephanie Reed, Pany Perez, April 
McCulley, Angela I.ester and Kioka Overshine 

. ' 

.. 

Holiday get-togethers; 
everything's relative 

Generally families are very important in our lives, 
and I truly thank "the big guy upslain" for blessing me 
with one of the beSL However, no mauer how much you 
love and enjoy them, they can still do or say things that 
sometimes make you think you had been left on the 
doorsrep, 

Think about it They are a bunch _of people that you 
have very little in common with except for maybe shar
ing the same bloodline, and if they were to publicly do 
some of the goofy things they do, you would swear they 
weren't related to you in the least, Still ... you love 
them anyway. 

My immediate family is pretty small, It's just my 
gnndparenlS and I; though my two }'!lUllger cousins of
ren come down to visit Before my mom had two men: 
liu1e ones, I was an only child for 15 years, But since 
they are my half brothers and don\ live with me, I guess 
rm technically half an only child, 

Most of the people I know have bigger immediate 
families and have lolS of brolhcn and sisters. A lot of 
them say: "Hey, it's my .,._, I can say anything I 
want to about him. But. if anyone else does ... " How
ever, they still fight more dwl Democrals and Republi
cans. 

There aren't many yoUDg relatives in my family. 
The' majority are over 56 :,em old. Tl)O - are either 
members of the "baby boom" genernlion or are wrapped 
up in the Tunage Mwmu Ninja TIITtle craze, 

When the holidays come, my entire family unites 
for a reunion feast, which leaves· my y- cousins 
and me having to hold convenations with people whom 
we kind of know or don't know at all. 

One of the better things about my family is their 
amazing ability to cooll:, Given 800UI three days, my 
grandmother, mod!er and her sister cook the main meal 
and whip up as many pies and cakes as their combirx;d 
forces can accomplish, Other aunts and great-awilS then 
bring in _the rest of the counr,.s, while my second coosin 
goes all oul to add to the dessert table. 

The bad lhing is telling them I'm 100 full to eat any 
more without hurting their feelings. Saying, '"No 
thanks, I'm stuffed, I don't think I'll have fourths," is 
one of the most offensive insults a person could give. 

While we ~t and afterward, my family sits around 
laughing and reminiscing about the family members 
who have passed on, or they share lall tales about the old 
days. 

To hear them tell i~ they didn't have anything in 
lhose days. They look at the younger crowd and say 
things like: "What is this Ninlelldo7 We had to wort in 
our day. And we had no fancy McDonald's to go to. 
You had _to dip an old rag ln a can _of syrup if you had 
any. Then keep it in your pocket all day, if you bad a 
pocke~ and then suck on it when you w= hungry." 

There are ooly a few of the oldec aowd who arc any, 
thing like I am. Two of my W1cles have never grown up. 
One of them even bas a ~Y on April I. They spend 
the majority of their time being mischievious and trying 
their best to get me into trooble. 

When my mom and I gel together we acl terribly 
silly and see who can crack up the other more, Normal· 
ly, I beal her out 

Simply put, it really doesn't matter if you have a 
small unit or a huge Kmnedy-esque clan. No mster how 
much they pester, agitate and embarrass you, they still 
remain yours. 

• 

• 

• 
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Sexual assault reported at COM 
Continued from Page 1----------

"lt is very possible that a crime of this magnitude 
could occur here at COM, like it could happen any
where," Chief Miller stated. He also said that according 
to his records no sexual assaults on campus have been 
reported in the last JO yean; Howerer, many crimes such 
as these are never reponed . 

"Although most sexual assaults occur at home," the 
chief stated,"some rare cases do occur at other places 
such as malls, schools and at the workplace." 

Now that an issue such as this has been brought to 
the attention of the COM student body, Miller said it is 
important to stress preventive measures over all else. 
Chief Miller has produced a newsletter, which he has 
placed around COM giving tips on how sexual assaults 
can be avoided. 

The newsletter advises how to reduce the risk of 
rape, through meastll"Cs such as avoiding isolated places 

or poor! y lighted parking lolS, varying one's daily mu· 
tine, and traveling with one OI' more people. It also sug
gests to draw attention IO yourself if you think you are 
being followed. Also, scan the area around your vehicle 
before approaching and inspect the interior of your vehi
cle before entering. 

If rape is auempted go with your instincts, the 
newsletter suggests and do anything you can do to get 
away f'roo1: the attacker. This includes punching, kicking, 
biting or scratching the attacker. 

If you are raped, tell the frrst person you see and try 
to point out the rapist to that person. Next call the po
lice and don't shower or bathe until you have been exam
ined. Then call a friend or a rape crisis center so someone 
will be with you and do continue to get help and support 
from your peers. 

In the Galveston area the number for the local 
Women's Crisis Center is (409) 765, 7233. 

Dr. Don Bass, dean of Instruction and Student 
Development, holds student petitions given to 
him by COM math studentJay Roach al the Nov, 
2l Student Visit Session. The petitions asked for 
changes in the lower-level math courses taught at 
COM, Changes have already been made to the 
spring schedule to include math lecture classes. 

Bass listens to complaint session 

(Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

Math lecture classes 
added to schedule 

Continued l'rom Page 

Brown and Jay Roach, lnterCOM reported 193 sig· 
natures in the November issue. The petition con
tinued to circulate after the November issue came 

~out, and 3ccording to Dr. -Dofl B-ass,d~~of In
struction and Student Development. approximately 
100 more signa,ures were added. 

Roach, one of the original circulators of the 
petition, is satisfied with the new changes in the 
lower-level math clmses. "I finally am going to be 
in a math environment that I believe I will be able 
to excel in." 

Continued from Page 1---------
have lectures for morning and evening classes, that more 
teachers who cared are needed and that the audio and visu· 
al tapes need to be updated because of the constant 
change of hooks, Studenis complained lhat the schedule 
has too many "TBAs;" and said they would like to 
know the names of the instructors whose courses they 
arc talcing. 

Another item brought up was the early closing of 
offices and labs on campus. The complaint was that 

evening students are not able to use the computer labs, 
Financial Aid Office, library and MCL, Night studenlS 
and studenlS who worl< full time felt that if they pay the 
fee for use of these services then a time to use them 
should also be alloted to them. 

Other 1tems ana suggeslions includ&r Wiving-more 
designated smoking .... for smokas, the need ror better 
drafting equipment, more picnic tables and benches 
around the campus, an ice machine for Technical E.duca
tional Building snack bar, the need for better places to 
study besides the Student Center and putting a micro
wave in the Student Center for students who bring their 
own lunch. The students also asked when the pool room 
would be available for studenlS. 

Another complaint discussed is the prices and quali-

ty of ihe food in the cafeteria. Dean Bass stated that Pres
ident Larry Stanley, Dr, Henry Pope, dean of College 
and Financial Services, and the food contractor were 
planning a meeting to remedy these situations. 

Dean Bass seemed intent on wanting to solve the 
problems studenlS have with COM. Dean Pope also stat
ed that he would like for students to come to him with 
any ~s they have, "I can't do anything about lhem 
if I don't hear about them." 

rlbm. Bass felt he had a good session with the stu· 
dents. "I went into the meeting positively, looking for 
ideas and I Wasn't disappointed," he said. "I'm going to 
make a list, show it to faculty and administration lead- . 
ers. Some things we can work on right away." 

Deam: a p!ai:s=fflrtht-Stodent Session to-be an 
ongoing thing. He hopes r.o have a meeting each semes
ter, preferably earlier in the next semester. 

He's looking forward to the next meeting and hopes 
it will be just as productive as he felt this one was. 

''I'm working on the list so I can present it at the 
next Student Meeting, and I am hoping that more com
plainis will be aired," Dr. Bass said. "I think students on 
this campus feel like there are more problems that need 
10 be addressed. And there are." 

Dr. Don Bass, COM dean of Instruction and 
Student Development, held an open meeting with 
students on Nov. 21 to discuss any problems they 
might have with COM policies and procedures. 
The math issue also was discussed at length. The 
dean said that the math department will have to go 
through many more changes before finally a sys
tem is implemented that will satisfy all students' 
needs, 

Theater revives classic love story-
And so we come to the sheriff, played by K. Ball 

Withers, who is well known to the COM stage crew. 
The sheriff is a kind-heart,d man who plays by lhe rules 
(most of the time). 

"A combination class of lab and lectare, I be· 
licvc, is a better way of making students learn," 
Dr. Bass stated. "We need to take more responsi
bility for getting our students to learn." 

Even though these current changes might sat
isfy students for the present, the fact is that the 
new math lecture classes are offered only during 
the daytime and not at night 

Another math problem addressed is the cost 
students have encounwred when new textbooks are 
implemented too often. 

Also math tapes in the library are not updated 
often enough to correspond with the implementa
tion of new textbooks. 

Dean Bass stared that hopefully these prob
lems will be straightened out as quickly as possi
ble. 

Continued from Page 1-----------
takes a passing stranger to convince her that she is beau
tiful and worth marrying. 

The stranger, a widely known con man with several 
aliases and an ability t.o see what someone is really like, 
is the rainmaker, Bill Starbuck (Thomas Bairo). 

Noah (Jon Dale Posey) and Jim Curry (Mark 
Jennes), Lizzie's brothers, have completely different per
sonalities. Noah, uptight and conservative, is the ranch 
manager who hires~ fires and writes the checks. He is the 
only person who will admit what he and his father and 
brother believe: that Lizzie will be an old maid. Jim, 
the younger brother, is outgoing and impulsive and has 
always been put down by his older brother. During the 
play Jim grows up a bit, and in the process acquires a fi
ance with a "little red hat." 

The father has high hopes for both Lizzie and his 
ranch. He tries to hide what he and his sons "know" -
that Lizzie will be a spinster. H. C. is Starbuck's big
gest ally, ~xcept for Jim, who is very gullible. 

The deputy. File (Bryan Bounds), claims he is a 
"We need to begin math lecture classes in the widower, but actually is divorced because his wife left 

evening, to get more math tapeS and make them him. 1be Curry men, who view File as a possible beau 
even more accessible to students, and we need to for Lizzie, invite him to dinner, but File is busy waiting 
change it (the situation) where we don't use so for a notorious outlaw. He knows that the invitation is 
many different hooks so fast," Dean Bass stated. 

L=;;;..;;;;;;;;;;;;;.;;;;,;;;;;.;;.;.;;;;,;;:...:,_....,_,----...1 an attempt to get him and Liz.zie together. 

The set is a sparse representation of a house and 
barn. It consists of a dining room and Jiving room, with 
the kitchen indicated offstage. Scenes outside lhe Curry 
home take place on the black floor, A pulished wooden 
floor marts the inside of the house. 

The lighting for The Rainmaker is unobtrusive, 
yet it gives the audience impressions that help to tell the 
story and set the mood. 

Starbuck, whose name is actually Bill Smith, has 
been all over Kansas and the sunounding states trying to 
make it rain. He hasn't succeeded yet, but he says he'll 
keep trying until he does, I won't tell whether he suc
ceeds or not That's for me to know and you to enjoy 
fmdingoot 

In the end, Lizzie, ralher than facing spinsterhood, 
must make a major decision. She must choose whether 
to continue living a life she has known since she was 
young or lead a life of constandy changing vistas. Lizzie 
decides to .. , well, I'll let you see for yourself. 

The Rainmaker runs through Dec. 15. Theater 
times are Thursday through Saturday, 8 p.m., Sunday 
matinee 2:30 p.m. For tick.et information and reserva
tions caU (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3\191, Ext 345. 

J;Happy ·Holidays from the InterCQM staff« 
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YOU'LL NEVER KNOW UNLESS YOU TRY IT ON 

Have you ever dreamed of having your byline 
in a newspaper? Do you write, but just don't know 
who would print your work? 

Enroll in COMM 1307 (Writing for the Mass 
Media), College of the Mainland's beginner 
journalism course and become a part of our 
award-winning campus newspaper, InterCOM. 

, 

construction of a newspaper, starting from the 
skeletal stages of coming up with story ideas to 
producing the final product. 

Writers who already have some experience 
may enroll In COMM 2305 {Copy Editing and 
Production) with the instructor's approval. 

Enrollment in either course 
Whether you're a journalism 

major, or Just wish to sharpen 
your writing skills, becoming a 
member of the newspaper staff 
offers experience in an array of 
categories, Including straight 
news, opinions, in-depth reports 
on your choice: movle-fllm
book-or-play review, cartoon 
strips.political cartoons.and 
personality sketches. 

IF IT FITS, WEAR IT. 
must be accompanied with the 
lab, COMM 1129, which meets 
Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoons for an hour and 20 
minutes, at the student's 
convenience. COMM 1307 meets 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8 
to 10:50 a.m. COMM 2305 meets 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from · 
9:30 to 12:20 p.m. 

As an InterCOM staffer you 
get hands-on experience In the 

• 

lnterCOM 

The newspaper staff is an easy 
way to meet people of diversified 
Interests and personalities. 

' 

~---~ Happy Holidays '. 
'w[ ____ ~_Pa••ges-2 •&•3 ___ _.J [ :~:~gy series I r--l;f--:-i::_Page_C_bristnwi_9 ______ ---.. 
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Bass visits with students at complaint meeting 
By AMANDA McNOWN 
Starr Reporter 

"I hope to hear about real obstacles students have," 
stated Dr. Don Bass. dean of Instruction and Student De
velopment, the day before the Student Visit Session held 
Nov. 21 during College Hour in the learning Resource 
Center Auditoriwn. 

Dr. Bass said he is genuinely concerned about the 
problems students are having on College of the Main
land campus. He wants to hear what the students have to 
say. and what they feel is happing on campus. But he 
said, "I'm not interested in getting shot at ... I don't 
want COM to be perceived as an organization that does 
not pay attention to its problems." 

Twenty-one students came to the session to air their 

COM Dean or Instruction and Student Development Dr. Don Bass discusses information pamphlets on college 
transfer programs available in the Counseling Center during the Student Visit Session held Nov. 21. 

(Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

Holiday special hits COM stage 
By MELANI THOMPSON 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's current production of The 
Rainmaker, directed by Reggie Schwander, transports the 
audience into a 1935 drought which leads a young wom· 
an to learn to love hersetf and some.one else. The story is 
as much about one's faith in people as it is about a 

droughL 
The play is set in a small Kansas town during a 

1935 drought. H. C. Curry (Brink Miller), against the 
wishes ofhif: older son, gives a con man $100 to make 
it rain within 24 hours. 

H. C.'s daughter Lizzie (Becky Jones) is a kind, 
quiet person who doesn't believe in her own beauty. It 

See Theater Page 11 

New math courses to be implemented 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Starr Reporter 

As an amendment to the current College of 
the Mainland curriculum, the math department will 
offer five new lower•level math classes in lecture 
form for the upcoming spring semester. These 
classes are MA TH 0300 (Fundamental, of Math), 

• 

MATH 0310 (Elementary Algebra) and MATH 
1312 (Intermediate Algebra). 

These changes come as a direct result of com· 
plaints not only by students but also by faculty 
members. The changes also are an indirect result of 
the many signatures on a petition that was circu· 
lated for several weeks by COM swdents Pamela 

See Math Page 11 

• 

complaints to Dean Bass, who called it a successful 
meeting. The dearn listened at~ntively to each complaint 
and told students that he would do what he could to help 
them. 

Of the complaints aired, the most discussed were 
the problems with the math labs. Students informed 
Dean Bass that the lower lcvpl math courses needed to 

See Bass Page II 

Sexual assault 
occurs at COM 

By JASON CANTRELL 
Starr Reporter 

A sexual assault allegedly tool: place Oct IO in the 
College of the Mainland Technical E4uc•tion Building 
and was reported to the COM Campus Police Oct. 22, 
according to Chief of Police Howard Miller. 

During a break in classes around 7:30 p.m. on Oct. 
10 the victim reported that the alleged attacker came into 
the snack bar in the Technical Education Building and 
suggested to her that he would like to have sexual con· 
tact with her. 

At around 8:30 p.m. that evening the victim and al· 
leged attacker went to a room in the same building where 
the alleged attacker reportedly turned off the lights and 
tried to force the victim into sexual acts. At this point, 
lhe victim kicked the man and ran out of the room. 

According to Chief Miller the investigation into 
this case turned out inconclusive and has been turned 
over to the Galveston County District Attoumey's of
fice. At this time no charges have been filed by the vic
tim. 

See Sexual Page II 

Thomas Beard and Jessica Calvello, as Starbuck and 
Lizzie, chat during a scene iQ The Rainmaker, COM's 
current theatrical protluction running through Dec, 15. 
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What's Happening 
Times sports editor new lnterCOMer 
B:, BELINDA "11.UAMS 

Sports Editor 

' . 

.... 
~ f,j,t 

IP t 1 I ~ Unlo ~ aillt jlmi<lr ·~ .. . . . 

~ ,- .. , • " GO'W ~ ~spoltl. 
• ~ ...,..,,. • .,... WIiii 'r lllanj c,pput• 
~ 1!1- !111!GY spo,a I I I 7c , · 

"Olle of m:, mosu I able qi ;I I •-
was Will~ Jlffl 111.tt t )lanPl•ba> 
Gi\UIIS, •wil1iams saicl.'tf6 ~ ,...oaverlill 
lkl991 l;!C41,., 

.. ~ 

(Ill! to,a,u!ly &et 
liiims said. "N 

Williams and~ pliafflttn h8Bd, 
ffe-Wll/U joilrnaliSIII SIQai UI bi&ll tc;l>eel d11drg 
his sophomore, junior and senior yean.. This i. his 
-,I - at COM. Liller, he ·p1a1,s IO b81 52 
to eid\er the Univmlty of Houston ot Texas A&M 
Unjvcrslty in College Sla!ioo. 

Williams, a nalllnll born alhlcle. 1lW""1 playing 
baseball in Pee-Wee league al lhe age of (I and kepi 
up wlth it tllroll8f! bis senior year of bi&ll school. 

·1 hold the unoff'iclal recom for being lmoeted 
out by line drives: Williams added. He was knocked 
Ollt cold three limes while pitchlng his fteshmao ,..,. 

He also played quar1et1,aOk for two Y""" al Levi 
FryJunior Hish in 'lwtasCily aod{lilyeddef wi,e 
i.ct his frestrran year III La Marque High. He also 
~ on lite Fry tN1 OaD 11181111r-year. 

"1 illir c-,uly playing lllowillfch soflball on 
lk,weelwllds wlill li gmup ofmy fti f : Willllm& 
said. "1 - the ciomt 111111g to Bob-tiC!c:br ... :,on 
~~ 

Wlllillms Slid 111111 he and Bob Uecker, a noliretl 
baseball player fur the St. Louis Cmdinall, now do
ing Millot Ulc CMlffM I ia1s fiaw a lot tu comtfton. 
"lsWlQp~1,-1a l'ulu,e, in liilel-~ • 
~ 

Ot:his hobbies,.W-llliaino 111\4, "My favorite ear-
1oolr& ""' Bop BIIIIII)' and Woody WOOdpccker: 
Slc,epillg b bis b1llor hobby bei:amie be ilpMds ap
~y 1711omsaday wod<illgfurTlll'limu 
aft£r his clasoes at COM: Hill day off is Wednesday, 
and he spends most or it taklllg it easy and sleeping. 

Willlama lived in T- City lllllil die rintl, 
l(llldeml lhlm m-.ci lO 1../1 Marque wllae beg,:adual
ed from hll!h~ ill 1990. He live$ln 4 Masque 
wbb his ,ai,enu and older si8* wllllo .auendlag 
COM. . 

"I ~my jot,: 'iVllliams aaid; •1ts a - on 
my 1lCOliil life. blll11Neisa't maeb I'd rather be do-., . . . 

:A-t. _,,.,, kd'.llla for a lll!OtlS writer: 
Vffli illli!iale-

'.'la.t t I D 11/(1111, !'cl lie ailed a &ee .... " he 
Slid. 

Student Activities Board offers benefits 
By JAMES MULLINS 

Starr Reporter 

"The Student Activity Board's primary function is to 
plan, develop and condoct lhe educational and recreatiooal 
entertainment programs for College of the Mainland," 
said Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs coordinalOf 
and Student Activities Board sponsor. 

"This board was created so the snidents can get 
good entertainment to stimulate good feelings toward the 
college and its community," Urick added. 

According to SAB President Kathy Harper, the pro
gram also w~ developed ro give SIUdent members an op
portunity to learn how to organize special activities for 
students. 

Harper continued, "The SAB is in charge of organiz
ing and planning most of the College Hour presenta
tions. dances, spook hooses, carnivals, films and special 
sp,ake,s." 

• 

Urick said, "These special events are planned and 
presented by the SAB, but are paid for by the college 
communiLy through student activity fees." 

There are many thing~ to gain for those in SAB and 
those who are getting involved. Students in SAB are in
volved wilh interesting people and gain leadership, plan
ning and money management skills. 

Urick slated, "The SAB has a scholarship program 
which was implemented to encourage involvemenl" Sh: 
added, "There are five scholarships awarded to the SAB 
members who devote the most hours to SAB activities." 
Two are worth $200 and three are worth $100. 

SAB meetings are held on Tuesdays at 12:30 p.m. 
in lhe Physical Education Building, Room P- 110; all are 
invited. 

If someone has a good idea about a program, but not 
enough time to get involved, or if there are questions 
about SAB, colitact Urick at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext 418. 

• 

• 

- - . .. - ----~I 

Beach Patrol hiring 
The Galveston County Sheriff Department Beach 

Patrol is accepting applicatiOns for the position of Beach 
Lifeguard I. 

If you are at least 17 years old. have a good swim
ming background and are in good· physical condition. call 
the Beach Patrol Office at (409) 766-2310 or 766-2331. 

A Beach Patrol supervisor will be stationed at the 
College of Lhe Mainland Student Center Tuesday, Feb. 
18, 11 a.m. to l p.m. 

Library adds hours 
You'll be happy to know that since Feb. 8, lhe Col

lege of the Mainland Library has been open Saturdays 
from 9 a.m. to l p.m. 

April talent show set 
The College of the Mainland Vocal Club is spon

soring a 1llltnl show April 25 at 8 p.m. COM Vocal 
Club President Chris DeMont said. "It's a multi-variety 
talent extravaganza involving local talent plus neighbor
ing high schools and colleges." 

Vocalists, bands, comedians and any other forms of 
entertainers are welcome to attend. Auditions are April 2 
from 7 to 10 p.m. and April 3 from 2 to 5 p.m. in the 
Fine Arts Building, Room F-117. For more information 
contact DeMont al (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991 
Ext. 348 or Ext. 200. 

CAVE now relocated 
By CHRIS PETERS 
Staff Reporter 

Are you having problems in English1 When it 
comes to papers, do you find yourself in the dark? If so, 
head for the light in the College of the Mainland CA VE: 
The Center for Academic and Vocational Enrichment 

The CA VE is offered to any student with an English 
problem. Whether it be with an English class or a prob
lem with a paper for some other class, the CA VE in
structors will help you. 

CA VE has been a successful resource for students, 
and the CA VE instructors are happy with the progress 
students who seek their assistance have made, said san
dra Evans, director of the Learning Assistance Center, lo 
which CA VE has been moved. 

CA VE, which formerly was located on the mezza
nine of the Resource Leaming Center Library, is now in 
the LAC, Room L-248. 

The reason for the move is to benefit both instruc
tors and students, Evans said. 

The insttuctors will now be closer to their offices, 
giving them easier access to dteir materials. For the sru
dents the computers in the center will help them with 
grammar. Anything the instructor or student needs will 
be available without many interruptions, E".ans stressed. 
After all it is a learning center. 

Instead of making an appointment to see your in
structor in his office, why not go see any one of the six 
English insttuctors who may be available at a tilllt" con
venient for you. 

Another good point of the CA VE is its leisure at
mosphere, Evans said It gets away from the office sirua
tion. Think about it, this takes away some of the pres
sure of having to go one on one with your instructor. 

Although it's not required, instructors do keep track 
of who seeks their help in CA VE, Evans Slated. 

The insbuetors who are available and their times and 
days are as follows: Jo Ann Pevoto, Mondays from 9:30 
to 10:50 a.m.: Brenda Brown, Mondays 11 a.m. to 
!IOOII: Thomas Carter, Tuesdays from 9:30 to 10:50 
a.m.; Ouida Sanmann, Tuesdays from 11 am. to 12:20 
p.m. Brett Jarrett is available Tuesdays through Thurs
days from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m., and on Monday nights 
Perle Dumas is in tho CA VE from 5 to 8 p.m. 

• • 
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In a private reading, COM political science instructor 
Jim Finley dramatizes some of bis fiction that he read 
to an ......,_ of 100 plus Feb. 13 in Ille .LRC Audito
rium. ll'hoto by )aiiinCimlrell) 

Finley presents his 
fiction to audience 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Co-assistant Editor 

Many people have dreams of becoming a writer 
when they grow up. Jim Finley, a political science and 
govemmen, teacher at College of the Mainland, made his 
dreams come true and has had many of his short stories 
published over the last seven years. 

On lhe evening ofFeb.13, Finley presented a public 
reading of three of his latest stories in the Leaming Re
source Center Auditorium. He read to an audience of 100 
plus throe of his latest works: "Leaving On The Wind," 
"Love Gift" and "Family." 

"Leaving On the Wind" is about how the relation
ships of three childhood friends change after Lhey return · 
from Vietnam and find the small town in which t.hey 
grew up almost disintegrated. 

"Love Gift" telJs of a young rebel who is not ac
cepted by his family. His mother turns to religion to try 
to help her son, but learns she is powerless and that her 
faith won't change him. 

Finally, "Family" carries a theme of how people's 
lives are affected by circumsW1ces beyond their control. 
The main character's life goes through many changes af
ter his father's death and the controversy surrounding his 
uncle's wreck with James Dean, a famous actor at the 
time. 

Since 1962 Finley has taught politics in classrooms 
at universities such as Mississippi State University in 
Starkville, Miss .• University of Houston and Texas 
A&M University in College Station. He finally decided 
to settle down and became a permanent instructor at 
COM in swnmer 1971. 

Although Finley minored in English at Mississippi 
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CAN Plan aids student transfers 
By RODNEY CONLEY 

Managing Editor 

Students with goals of moving on to four-year uni
versities after the initial two years of community college 
may feel the process of transfeaing an awkward or con
fusing one. 

College of the Mainland has developed a program 
called the Career Achievement Network ]:>Ian which will 
help students overcome the awkwardness and confusion. 

The purpose of the program is to provide scholar
ships and supportive activities lo students who are inter
ested in, are thinking of. or simply may not know dte 

See Instructor's Page 7 

I 
COM Library Circulation SupervOOI' Tillie Henson points to the Black History Month display she and Dr. Lee 
McGriggs, COM social science instructor, put up in the library foyer. Clockwise from left are students Sabrina 
Smith, Debra Hodge, Sam Marcuccia, Melis.ffl Clingan and Becky Strom. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

February focuses on black history 
, 

By MELANI THOMPSON 
Staff Reporter 

Have you noticed the new display in the College of 
the Mainland Library foyer? Tillie Henson, library circu
lation supervisor, has chosen to feature black businesses 

in the area as a tribute to Black History Month. 
The display is a combined effort of Henson and Dr. 

Lee McGriggs, who teaches Social Science classes. 
"We were trying to find something that people can 

relate to widt the economy being so bad," Henson ex-

See Black Page ~ 

COM mourns costume designer · 
By ltODNEY CONLEY . . • 
Muraiag E4ber 
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Editorials/News 

COM President Larry L. Stanley introduces members of the SAB at the Jan. 28 Wekome Back Kickoff. From left, 
Kathy Harper, president; Heidi Kulick, vice president; Carol Bower, SAC representative; Sue Barton, historian; 
Jan Gomez, secretary; and Andrea Medellin, treasurer. (Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

Students welcomed back with kickoff 
By MELANI THOMPSON 

Staff Reporter 

The College of lhe Mainland Spring '92 Welcome 
Back Kickoff, sponsoo,d by the !,tudent Activities Board, 
took place in the stage area of the Student Center Jan. 
28. The band Frenndz provided the entertainmenL Presi
dent Larry L. Stanley opened the Kickoff by introducing 
the assoned student groups and clubs available on cam
pus. 

Phi Theta Kappa sponsor Onnond James gave a 
brief in!Muctory speech about PTK to lhe crowd. J. C. 
Cobb, a first ye.ar musing student., spoke about the Tex
as Slate Nursing Association. A represenrative from the 
Ecology Club, Laura Rye, said a few words about what 
the club is and does. lnterCOM Managing Editor Rod
ney Conley told the gathering that any activities on cam
pus or in the community can be announced in the paper. 

~ .. lnterCOM 

Sport.I Editor Bellnd.a Williama 

STAFF RKPORTERS 
John DeRul]e 

Jeff Kennedy 
Kim Mitchell 
Jamr:s Mullins 
Chris Peters 

Dawn Runner 
,. Julie Sckittone 

Melani Thompson 

Brandon Williams 
Mellissa Wright 

PHOTOGRAFIIERS 
fasnn Camrell 
Belinda Williams 

TYPESETTER 
Melani Thanpson 

INTERCOM ADVISER 
Astrid II. Lowery 
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President Stanley introduced members of the SAB, 
which is sponsmed by Maryann Urick, coordinator of 
Recreational Programs. SAB officers are: Kathy Harper, 
president; Heidi Kulick, vice president; Carol Bower, 
Stu<jent ictivities Council representative; Sue Barton, 
historian; Jan Gomez, secretary; and Andrea Medellin, 
treasurer, are the current officers of the SAB. Harper said 
a few words about the SAB and some of its activities. 

After the SAB introductions, Frenndz entertained 
everyone with reggae music, and some other songs 
adapted to reggae, including "All Along the Watchtow
er," by Jimi Hendrix. 

Frenndz has three members: Paul Patrice on key
board, George Fedee on drums a."ld Barry Jackson on 
bass. 

The music was upbeat, and a few people were brave 
enough to dance. Some were actually seen giddily skip
ping about to the music. 

Letter to the Editor 
Location changes for 
Special Olympics run 
Dear Editor: 

Since the December issue of the lnterCOM came 
out, the Texas Special Olympics TCl"Ch Run location has 
been changed. This year the Torch Run will be held in 
Denton. I would like to take this opportunity to invite 
those people who have never attended a Special Olym
pics to do so if they have the chance. It will be some
thing you11 never forget. 

Vernoo H. Ewell 
campus Police Department 

Represenative for the Texas Special 
Olympics in "this department 

Graduation deadline set 
All students planning to graduate this May must ap

ply for graduation prior to March 13. They must file an 
"Application for Graduation" form with the Admissions 
Office before March 13. 

Remember, if you don't apply by March 13, you 
woo't graduate. 

' 

New mother abhors 
child abuse, asks why 

Amanda 
.McNown 

Here we are in a society where we fight to keep the 
ozone layer, exercise to lake care of our bodies and recy
cle to save the planet, and yet it seems not one thing is 
being done to save children who are dying from abuse. 

How many times have we heard on the news or read 
in the papers about a child dying because a parent or 
some other adult became too angry and couldn't control 
his temper? Think about this: a child has died. He will 
never get a chance to go to school. He will never have 
the chance to see the world. He will never have the 
chance to make anything out of his life. His short time 
in life was filled with violence and ended without the 
knowlege of gentleness and love. 

The sad part is that when child abuse is suspected, 
the state will send someone into the home to look for 
evidence of abuse. If oone is found. then the child re
mains in the home wilh the explanation that it would be 
more harmful to the child to take him out of the home, 
according to Galveston County Child Prote.ctive Servic-
es. 

I suppose a child dying is less hamaful than to be 
taken away from his parents. If the child is taken out of 
the home and placed into a foster home, the state will 
more than nkeiy pufilie chi@ back tnlO ihe abusive 
home to keep d~ family together. 

How can tha! possibly make sense? If CPS knows a 
child has been abused in his own home, why would they 
place the child back into that same home? Again, the ra
tionale is that it woold be too harmful to the child if lhe 
family is split up. 

Oh please! There are foster parents who care a great 
deal about children and do a good job of keeping a ch_ild 
safe. But the child goes back to the same home and the 
next thing we hear or read is that another child has died 
from abuse. 

The thing that really gets to me, is that a person 
who has lcilled an innocent child isn't even charged with 
murder. He is charged wilh "injury to a child." Injury to 
a child? The child is dead! Why wasn't the killer charged 
with murder? Isn't a child's life just as important as an 
adult's? 

Speaking from a mother's point of view, I don't 
have the words to express how deeply angered I am about 
this. I have a new baby, an4 I can' imagine hurting her 
in any way. She's a helpless infant. She can't fight back. 
She can't run away. And she can never recover if I were 

· to hil her and kill her. 

The problem is that too many J)eople look the other 
way if they see a child being hun. Instead of doing 
something about it, they don't want to "get involved." 
Well, I say get involved! It's time to open your eyes and 
see what's going on. It's time to save our children. Re
member that it's not always a parent who kills a child. It 
could be the person you leave your child with, or it 
could be that grandparent who seems to love the child so 
much. It could even be the person you trust the most 
who abuses your child so severely that he dies 

If it were left up to me, the person who kills a child 
would die the same violent and gruesome death that the 
child died. But it's not up to me, and that's why these 
children need support from outsiders. 

Yes, we need to save the ozone and recycle, and our 
bodies need to be taken care of. But we need to take care 
of our real -future: our children. 

• 
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Program makes transfers to universities easier 
. 1----------- The CAN Plan program, which was initiated last se- four-year university will be too far away from home, 

Contmued from Page mestcr, sponsored a College Day Oct. 15 at which sever- that it will be too expensive, that the campus will be 
slightest thing about transferring to a four-year institu- al four-year universities came to COM with information unfamiliar and that everyone will be a stranger. 
tion. about their schools. Participating schools included Sam Funding for the CAN Plan proposal_came in 1991 

CAN Plan is aimed at minorities, yet open to all Houston State University, Huntsville; Texas A&M Uni- when the Ford Auto Foundation held a leadership devel-
students. The only qualifications for CAN Plan member- versity, College Station; Texas A&M in Galveston; opment program for college presidents at Texas A&M 
ship are having a 2.5 grade point average and an inten- East Texas State University, Commerce; and Stephen F. University. 
tion to transfer. Austin University, Nacogdoches. To carry the funding out. the foundation funded 

The program is the brainchild of Dotti Jones, busi- Jones also presented a time management seminar in $5,000 to the swdent transfer section in COM's counsel-
ness instructor and managing editor of COMs Broadsides October last year. Fonner coordinater of counseling, ing department. A written report of CAN Plan progress 
magazine and is supported by Dr. Don Bass, dean of In- warren T. Dodson, presented an effective seminar also in wiU be sent back to the Ford Auto Foundation, pub-
struction and Student Development October last year, covering some questions students lished and then sent to other schools. 

"The strength of the program is the ability to gamer could ask at the college day. Jones stated the program is effective because if all of 
cooperation among existing entities or deparunents and "We try to help students to make the right kinds of the funded money is not used, committee members will 
areas," Jones said. "The idea was to band together some decisions," Jones said. Topics for seminars this semester still be in their own divisions and continue to meet to-
of the heads of student services on campus and create a are goal setting and decision making. A second seminar gether. 
program designed to help COM students prepare to make on time management also is planned. Because the CAN Plan is such a Wlique program and 
the transition from a two-year to a four-year college." All CAN Plan activities are designed to overcome has such advantages, all students need to be made more 

Members of the advisory committee include: Jones; barriers that might hinder the transferring process. aware of it, Jones said. She sent 257 letters to students 
Vanneise A. Collins, assistant to the president and Of- Jones suggests that many obstacles transferring stu- fitting the qualifications, but only 10 got involved. 
fice of Equal Educational Opportunity; Leroy August, dents face are primarily attitudinal. "Students should be Each adviser has a personal extension at which he 
COM counselor; and Maryann Urick. coordinator of Rec~ more aggressive in looking for transferral assistance. may be reached: I ones Ext. 387, Collins Ext. 407, Au-
reational Programs. COM has scholarships that are just begging for stu- gust Ext. 287 and Urick Ext. 418. Any member of the 

Walter Kessler, COM media designer created the dents." advisory committee may be contacted by students seek-
CAN Plan logo. Examples of attitudinal Obstacles are the fear that a ing transfer information. 

Instructor's fiction captures audience 
Continued from Page 1----------
State, where he received his master's degree in political 
science, it was not until the early 1980s that he started 
pursuing his dreams of becoming a professional writer. 

In 1984 he began writing fiction and had his first 
story, "Echoes of Young County," published in The 
New Mexico Humanities Review. From then on, with 
the suPJX)rt of his colleagues at COM, more than 20 of 
his.stories.haYJ>..be<>n wlllisbed..in..masa,;i~ QJ1e of 
them has even been published in a short story antholo
gy. 

Finley stated that it was not easy for him to begin . 
writing again after several years of not writing. He gives 
much credit to COM English instructor Brett Jarrett who 
taught a creative writing course that Finley took. 

In an autobiographical piece, Finley writes: "Jarrett 
helped me to get past most of the beginner's problems, 
and I was inspired by his classes to start writing serious
ly. Most of my earlier stories were either started or fin
ished in Jarrett's writing classes that I proceeded to take 
three times." 

Wrilers often use environmenlS in lheir stories with 
which !hey are familiar. Finley describes lhe setting he 
uses for his stories as "lhe vast emptiness and bleakness 
of the windblown flats of west Texas," which is very 
much like Knox City, where he grew up. 

"I think !hat Finley is taking an important Step be
yond most writers," Jarrett stated. " He goes beyond be-

ing autobiographical by adding more ideas instead of just 
creating an interesting story." 

Finley's characters for the most part are people who 
have been through many hardships in their lives. "I per
ceive the acid character test to be the struggle to make 
morally enlightened choices in the face of unjust circum
stance," Finley writes. 

"All of my stories are a variation on this theme," 
he continues in the autobiograpgical piece. "They are 
about lhar-parrof lhe human condition !hat forces us to 
make moral choices in the context of the sometimes 
overwhelming contingencies of our lives." 

Brenda Brown, COM English instructor, uses a tril
ogy of Finloy's stories, "Custody," "Leaving on the 
Wind" and "Heaven is up in Wichita Falls," in her Intro
duction to Literature classes. She places him alongside 
many notable writers in classic literature such as Edgar 
Allen Poe and William Faulkner. 

"'Doctor' Finley is going to be remembered as one 
of the greatest influences on literature in the Southwest 
for his time," Brown stated. 

The politic.al science teacher enjoys writing, which 
he says, is a good way to connect with oneself and un
derstand what is important and where one is in life. 

"It's a nice feeling to play God, just to see what 
kind of god you can be, to create a community of charac
ters and put them in a physical place and mak:e some
thing happen so that it changes them," Finley cOilcludes 
in his autobiographical piece. 

Black history activities held at COM 
Continued from Page !----------
plained. "It ended up being mostly businesses in the 
Texas City-La Marque area to let people know !hat black 
businesses are doing well." 

The official title of the display is "African Ameri
cans: Facing the Challenges of Entrepreneurship." It is 
composed of business cards from businesses owned and 
operated by black business people in the area. Several 
copies of Black Enterprise are on exhibit. Articles from 
the magazine are mounted on the wall, while the display 
table holds some books. 

Henson, who creates the Black History Month dis
play in the library foyer every year, said lhe topics she 
has chosen in the past have been varied, including black 
political leaders, Dr. Martin Luther King, black invent-' 
ors, black musicians and athletes, James Baldwin and 
"just about every other subject" in her 15 years or more 
of doing the display. 

Seyotal activities will Utke place during collegehour 

to commemorate black: history. They are: 
COM counselor Leroy August and Anthony Haw

kins will present the workshop, "Land that Job Fast," 
12:30 a.m. to I :30 p.m. Peb. '20. , 

An African-American Cultural Festival will feab.lre 
Debbie Gilchrist, who will give an interpretation of poe
try through dance, and Regency, a five person a capella 
group. The festival, sponsored by EEO, SAB and 
OAAC, will take place Feb. 23. 

A video presentation, "Starting Your Own Busi
ness," is set for 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. in the Student Cen
ter Feb. 27. 

"My Altitude," a workshop by James Shippy, direc
tor of actiVities at St. Phillips College, OAAC and the 
CAN program, 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. in lhe Student Center 
Feb. 25 

The last event will be a Student/Staff Unity Feast 
(Umoja Karamu), in lhe Student Center Feb. 28 at 7 
p.m:, featuring Patrick William's Jazz Quart4,t. ' 

• 
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Campus Life 

The last COM Invertebrate Zoology elms searches for specimens at the University of Texas Marine Science 
lnsti.tute in Port Aransas. From left clockwise, Emmeline Dodd, Michelle Warren and Teri McGowan. 

Hiser takes on American Gladiators 
By JEFF KENNEDY 

Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland student, Doug "the Bat
man" Hiser, flew into lhat cave called the Summit on 
Sunday, Jan. 26, to bat-tie with the TV-famous Ameri
can Gladiators. 

"I was the crowd favorite," Hiser said .,Everyone 
was cheering for me." 

Hiser, a 34-year-old Texas City letter carrier, partici
pated in such Gladiator games as Assault. The Wall and 
Powerball. At 5 feet, 5 inches, 155 pounds, he proved to 

COM student Doug Hiser competed in American Gladi
ator competition on Jan. 26. Hiser did not win first 
placeinthecompetition,but bewoarll"St placewitbtbe 
crowd. 

• 

the Gladiators, who are all over. 6 feet and 200 pounds, 
that size isn't everything. 

"You know how Batman can get out of any fix the 
Joker puts him in?" Hiser asked. "I can get out or'any
thing. That's why rm known as Batman." 

After three events, Hiser finished in a controversial 
thud place. "When they anno,mced the score, the crowd 
started booing," Hiser said. • 

"The competition was originally supposed to be 
seven events," Hiser explained. "But because of time, 
!hey cut out Break Through and Conquer. And instead of 
allowing all contestants to continue on, only two were 
allowed to do the last three events. I didn't get to do 
Joust and that's one of my best events." 

Hiser has a diverse athletic background. He played 
football and ran track for Santa Fe High School, compet
ed as a body builder during the 1980s, and is a green belt 
in Nippon Kempo, a Japanese martial art. 

To train for the Gladiator competition, Hiser said he 
did some bleacher numing (literally running up and down 
bleachers) and his regular weight lifting program. In a 
tryout that attracted 2,000 athletes, Hiser did 57 finger
tip push-ups, ran a 40 yard dash in 4.6 seconds and did 
20 wide grip behind-the-neck pullups to qualify for the 
main event on Sunday. The minimum requirements were 
50 finger-tip push-ups in 60 seconds, a 40 yard dash in 
4.8 seconds, and 18 pullups in 60 secoods. 

Just like Batman's interests go beyond crime fight
ing, Miser's interests go beyond athletics. He portrays 
the first half of Stomp and Smash, a barbarian duo that 
performs at the Texas Renai~e Festival annually. 

"We just Walk around and people pay us to steal 
their women." Hiser explained. "It's a lot of fun." 

Hiser also is a writer and a self-taught artist. His 
poem, "Snow Vision," will appear in Voices of Ameri
ca, a soon to be published collection of poems by vari
ous writers across America. A sample of his artwork 
adorns the U.S. Postal Service's new ZIP-+4 directory. 

Hiser's bat cave is hidden somewhere in Santa Fe, 
where he has lived most of his life. 

So what Will "lhe Batman" bite off next? 
'Tm going to concentrate on school," Hiser related. 

"fm going for an associale's in English. I'm also talking 
to some"'agents about getting my an and my stories pub
lished. I always have things going." 

• 

• 
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Dodd takes students 
on invertebrate find 
By JULIE SCKITTONE 
Staff Reporter 

Because fall '91 was the last time a junior-college 
level teacher would be allowed to instruct a senior
college level class, College of the Mainland biology in
structor Emmeline Dodd decided to take advantage of this 
final opportunity to teach Invertebrate Z.OOlogy last se-
mes"2'. • 

This was Dodd's final opportunity to teach the 
course because it is on the Coordinating Board of Higher 
Education's 1992 list of courses that can no longer be 
taught at community colleges. 

Dodd claimed, "This class is only for trwe survivors, 
and because the course work was extremely tough, I only 
ended up with foor out of 11 students." 

Each student in the zoology class was required to 
study various classifications of invertebrate animals. 
The course also demanded each student to submit a col
lection of invertebrate specimens which was 20 percent 
of the course grade. 

The foor "survivors" included Tara Gallian, Mellissa 
Iasiter, Michelle Warren and Teri McGowan. 

Because a field trip was an essential part of this 
course, Dcxld and her four students set out for the Univa
sity of Texas Marine Science Institute in Port Aransas. 

Dodd chose the weekend of Dec. 6 for her students 
to stay at the university's dorms and work: on their col
lections. They spent part o(their weekend on a boat and 
the other part wading in the water. 

According to McGowan, a miniature crano-like 
structure dropped from the boat. clamped up a large 
amount of mud and placed it on a sifting screen. The stu
dents then sifted tl)rough the mud to find certain species 
of animals. After locating these animals the students 
then learned about the life cycles, reproductive processes, 
metaboli,m and feeding habits of each. 

Warren said, "We found 10 different types of 
shrimp, including a pistol shrimp, but we were disap
poinbod not to have found any Olives (a type of shell)." 

McGowan and Wanen listed a variety of items the 
group found including hydroids, mollusk shells, Riddle 
Stars, Rose Pc1al shells and many more. 

When the trip was over, all of the students felt they 
had learned a vast amount of information in such a short 
period of time. Most importantly; however, they gained 
experience while doing so. Because each student stayed 
with the class and received "remarkable grades," Dodd 
feels that these are her true survivors. 

GCIC 
March 4 Sports Day 

College of the Mainland is. looking for a few good 
athletes to be representatives at the Gulf Coast Intercol
legiate Conference March 4. 

The host for GCIC is North Harris Commwiity 
College, located in north Houston. Those intereste.d in 
participating shoold plan to stay the entire day. 

The activities planned arc 3 on 3 bRsketball, racquet
. ball, tennis, volleyball and softball. Other activities are 

planned but not yet definite. · 
Winners of scheduled tournaments will be eligible 

to participate at the conference. A limited number of par
ticipanrs will enter each evenL Mini toumamenrs are be
ing held for those interested in qualifying for GCIC. 

A bowling tournament is planned for Feb. 27 at 
Tomball Bowling Lanes in Tomball at no cost to the 
participanrs. Twelve men and 12 women are needed. 
They must be credit students. 

' For more information, call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext. 418. 

. hlterestcd participants must llign-up in advance. 

' 
. ' 
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Censorship dilutes 
First Amendment 

Kim . 
Mitdlell 

In the music industry today, censorship is running 
rampant. Groups such as Warrant. Guns N' Roses, and 
Megadeth are being subjected to having "Parental Advi
sory" labels plastered across album covers. Bureaucrats 
and other unintelligent people c,f authority think that by 
censoring music they don't approve of, they are protect
ing "our future." This is the aim of Tipper Gore and her 
group the Parents Music Resource Center. 

During the summer of 19?() when my mother and I 
spent a week in Los Angeles, I awoke to the blaring 
ncwsca.:;t of a man being arrested in a reccrd store in 
Florida for scJling a record by the rap group 2 Live 
Crew. It made me extremely angry to see that My anger 
wasn't due to just the uproar over the 2 Live Crew al
bum, it was the flat-out censorship that infuriated me. 

If the PMRC is allowed to set the rules they th.ink 
are necessary, I, being a part of the future, will lead a 
boring and sheltered life. Many band members relate 
their personal experiences through their songs thereby 
showing today's youth how bad the world really is. They 
do not lie to us telling us the world is great and beautiful 
as so many adulrs do. 

Censorship is in violation of the First Amendment. 
which in pan states "Congress shall make no law ... 
abridging the freedom of speech or of the press." Our 
countty was founded on freedoot of both expressioo and 
speech. Today, we are living in a society where freedom 
of thought and expres.sion are monitored and edited. 

1be most recent case involving cemorship in Reno, 
Nev., in 1991. Ray Belknap, 18, and James Vance, 20, 
decided after smoking po~ drinking alcohol and listening 
to the Judas Priest album Stained Class they would kill 
themselves together in a church playground on Dec. 23, 
1985. Sadly enough, Belknap died. Vance was severely 
disfigured and died later. While still in the hospital, 
Vance wrote a letter to his mom stating that drugs and 
alcohol had nothing to do with the suicide. The Judas 
Priest album "hypnotized" the boys into thinking the 
only miswer to life was death. The court, however, ruled 
otherwise. 

The case made it to the Nevada Supreme Court. 
The defense attorney made it clear that both boys had 
problems growing up. Belknap had been expelled from 
school for sexual assault and had other brushes with the 
law. Vance had been a victim of child abuse and turbu
lent family relations, according to The Houston Post. 

'fhe judge and jury were asked to listen for sublimi
nal messages found in back-masking the Stained Class 
album, but could only hear "garble," the Post reported. 
The band was cleared of all charges. GleM Tipton, a 

m~mber of Judas Priest. said: "Why would we do that 
(incite poople to commit suicide)? Then we'd have no 
r.iore fans." 

People lend to react with fear to what they don't 
know or ooderstand. Censorship is the reaction to this 
fear by people in power . 
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Douglas named Student Center head 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Co-assistant Editor 

Former Defensive 
Driving Coordinator Bev
erly Douglas was named 
College of the Mainland 
Student Center coordinator 
last fall. . 

Douglas is enthusias
tically filling her new JX>
sition and has sevetal ideas 
of how to enhance student 
life at COM. Beverly Douglas 

"I believe that my job description is only a base 
from which to work." Douglas stated. "The potential 
that my position may hold depends on how well I am 
able to communicate with the studenrs." 

Douglas stated that communication between the stu
dent body and the people responsible for the organizatioo 
of student activities and projects is poor, and that this is 
one of the most important issues she will try to solve 
with the cooperation of her fellow staff members, the fa
culty and students. 

"There is no central commW1ication vehicle on cam
pus," Douglas stated. "Thus a great number of students 
remain unaware of student activities and services." 

From the time she assumed the position, Douglas 
has worked wi.th Recreational Programs Coordinator 
Maryann Urick and the Student Activities Board to help 
plan student activities at COM. Her duties include man
agement of the Student Center's activities. 

Another issue that Douglas plans to deal with is 
what she considers the improper use of student facilities. 

"I am, through my position, a student advocate and 
thus a protector of students' rights in my area." Douglas 

said. "At present the Student. Center's facilities are being 
used in ways that have very little to do with student life 
at COM. I want to see full u!t of the Student Center for 
student activities. 

"Functions not related to student life should not, in 
my opinion, exist in the Student Center," Douglas stat~ 
ed. "The Student Center is supposed to be a place where 
students could spell(! their leisure time a!l(I participate in 
student activities ... 

She mentioned that in the past the upper level of the 
Student Center was used primarily for student govern
mental offices involved with the SAB. 

Douglas already has ideas of how these, what she 
considers improperly occupied spaces in the Student 
Center, can be use.d in more activities directly related to 
students. 

In addition, she stated that student life can also be 
enhanced through student experiences away from COM. 
These experiences might include trips to major universi
ties for students who are interested in transferring to a 
university or participating in academic and social events 
at other colleges. 

Among her duties, Douglas has been asked to worlc 
with the Student Advisory Council, a committee which 
was formed in 1982, to discuss issues dealing direcUy 
with the student body and the allocation of funds for stu
dent activities. The new coordinator believes that as part 
of the council she will be able to solve some of the 
problems dealing with the Student Center and with stu
dent activities in general. 

"I believe that to make student iife at COM more 
exciting for students. we must be able to experiment 
more with student activities and create a more extensive 
communication network with students," Dooglas stared. 
"I hope I am able to do my best to effect these changes." 

Auditorium packed for poet Giovanni's lecture 
By MELLISSA WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter 

Outspoken black poet and lecturer Nikki Giovanni 
spoke at College of the Mainland Tuesday, Feb. 11, to a 
packed auditorium in an open forum lecture that includ
ed topics from boxer Mike Tyson's rape trial, the incom
petency of President George Bush, the ancient Egyptian 
fear of cats and select readings of her.own poetty. 

' 

Giovanni conveyed her main points of lhe impor
tance of the individual spirit and inner peace and love's 
importance over material wealth by metaphorically re
ducing people to the "carbon-based units that we are." 
She added that "you have to give something back" to the 
planet that made all life possible. 

Also Strong on individuals' future hopes and plans, 
Giovanni's inspirational talk included warnings of hav-

• 

• 

ing children too early in life. She also emphasized the 
fact that adolescence and the young adult years are not 
the best times in a person's life. 

Giovanni insists that the older years are better than 
college life because "it's the twilight years ... when 
you can look back and say to yourself that you did eve.ry
thing you could." You met the challenges life gave and 
tried to be the best person possible. 
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Features 
Siptak's paintings 
on view in gallery 
By JAMES MULLINS _ 

Staff Reporter 

It was a cold January evening. but despite the 
weather. people from as far as the northwest side of 
Houston came. The College of the Mainland Art Gallery 
hosted an opening night event for Gail Siptak's Kaleido
scope paintings Jan. )6. The Houston-area painter ex
plained facets of her wide to a crowd of 50 to 75 people 
at the 7 p.m. opening. 

Siptak, whose exhibit will be at the COM gallery 
through Feb. 21, has been renowned as an artist in the 
Galveston-Houston area since the early '80s and has had 
many showings throughout Texas. 

The painter's exhibition consists of an array of 
paintings mounted on the wall as well as on pull ~· 
which can literally be pulled around the room. The paint
ings depict myth, religion, pagan rites and family con
flict. 

Siptak has a1tended art schools, such as San Francis
co Art Institute in California and The Glassell School of 
Art in Houston. Presently she is an an instructor at 1be 
Houston School for Perfomting and Visual Arts. 

When asked about teaching al HSPV A Siplalc said: 
"I love it; teaching there is a challenge and it informs 
my work. It makes me ask questions about my own 
work and freshness." 

Siptak's view of her art is that "it has a formalistic 
slant, and it has to work on an abstract level that draws 
the viewer's attention to compositioll and shape." She 
continued, "1be paintings have to communicate informa
tion on a level of contention and have a message that 
needs to work as an implication of texnue, tone and col
or as well." 

Dr. Richard Lixz.a, director of the COM Art Gallery, 

( 

Houston-area painter Gail Siptak explains her work to an opening-night crowd in the COM Art Gallery Jan. 16. 
The exhibit remains On view through Feb. 21. (Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

corroborates Siptak's ideas when he says that the artist's 
paintings "may he appropriated for the fomtalistic quali
ties alone: their color. textme and drawing." He adds 
"These qualities are treated as dramatically - would the 
artist say 'theatrically?' - as the stories thal the figures 
tell." 

An interesting point about Siptak's wort is tha1 she 
uses and invades space. She said she uses "inner voids 
and ernJ?liness" to take up space and usea the emptiness 
as an escape-hatch to bring all her paintings together. 
The inner voids are solid black bockgroonds on the can
vas to make the objects in lhe painting stand out IIIO!e. 

Another unusual treabnent of space may be seen in 
Bill of Goods. The ann of a woman appears to actually 
be hanging over the picture as if she were leaning on the 

frame while watching you, the viewer. This shows lhal 
Siptak's paintings break through many barriers. The peo
ple in her paintings seem to confront you, the viewer, 
and focus and study you as you study them. 

Mona Marmall, a well-known local artist and COM 
instructor. stated: "This is imponant work and doesn't 
alienate the viewer. It deals with very serious issues, but 
in a humorous way. There is a kind of exuberance about 
the figures." 

Siptak's paintings are on display in the LUM gal
lery, localed in the rear of the Fine Arts Building. They 
may he viewed from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, by appoinuoent. For more information or to 
view the paintings, call the Fine Arts Office al (409) 
938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 348 or 354. 

COM'sCat on a Hot Tin Roof must-see production 
By MARK FARIAS 

Special to lnterCOM 

College of the Mainland's latest production is Ten
nessee Williams' drama Cal on a Hot Tin Roof, directed 
by COM Arena Theatre Executive Director Jack Westin. 

The cast and director bring IO life a dysfunctional 
Southern family gathering together on the multimillion 
dollar plantation of their father under the impression that 
he is soon to die. 

Christian Devries' (Brick) moving and often stagger
ing performance is matched by an equally alluring por
trayal of Maggie the Ca~ played by Jan Brook. 

Brick is a failed spans announcer turned alcoholic. 
In a deep depression due to the suicide of his best friend 

Skipper, Brick will not Sleep with his wife, Maggie. 
She earned her nickname, the Cat, because of her con
stant catty remarks, especially toward Brick's sister-in
law, Mae. Even so, Brick and Maggie remain Big Dad
dy's choice of heirs. 

Bryan Myers returns to the Arena Theatre stage in 
the forceful role of Big Daddy, a wealthy man whose 
brush with a fatal disease causes him to re-evaluate his 
relationship with his family. 

Big Mamma (Phyllis Dorflinger) is a Southern ver
sion of All in the Family's Edith Bunker, in love with 
Big Daddy regardless of his verbal abuse and always de
nying his eventual death. Gooper (James Raby) is the 
successful but disliked older brother. His Wife Mae (Jacki 
Bynum) is a wonderfully vicious and greedy mother of 
five (soon to be six). 

Also returning to the COM stage in the supporting 
cast are veteran actors Steve Cowan (Reverend Tooker). 
Bill Low (Doctor Baugh) and Lisa Charles (Sookie). 
They are joined by an up-and-coming Katie Lamkin 
(Dixie) who was last seen at COM in Bye-Bye Birdie. 
Despite the fact that she is a mere 12 years old, she 
sports an impressive list of film and television credits. 

The newcomers to the Arena Theatre include Kyle 
Hall (Sonny), Ann Morgan (Polly), Will Morgan (Bust
er), and current COM !heater niajor Otis Gatson (Lacey). 

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof opened Thursday, Jan. 30, 
and will run through Feb. 23. It.is another must-see by 
the award-winning COM Arena Theatre, but be warned: 

The play is of an adult nature and is recommended for 
matme audiences. 

Stone's JFK movie points to government conspiracy 
By BRANDON WILLIAMS 
itaff Reporter 

"Who killed Kennedy, who henefitted and why?" 
Mr. X's (Donald Sulherland) question to Louisiana 

Attorney General Jim Garrison (Kevin Costner) may he 
r.he hammer hitting the nail on the head in Oliver 
Stone's controversial movie JFK. 

Had this been a baseball game, one could say that 
Stone went for the fences in his latest movie effort, cast
ing an all-star supporting cast including box office heavy 
hitters Gary Oldman as Lee Harvey Oswald, Joe Pesci as 
David Ferrie, Tommy Lee Jones as Clay Shaw and Sissy 

Spacek. as Garrison's wife. 
Stone's movie centers on Garrison, assigned to in

vestigate the late president's asassination. In his efforts, 
Garrison finds that not everyone's bouncing off the wan 
to give him a helping hand. 

· The movie does an outstanding job of blending the 
actual footage of the assassination with the movie itself. 
However, Stone does get negative marks by stretching 
the truth (such as the reference of Kennedy's term being 
referred to as "Camelot" shortly after his death). 

What the movie does accomplish is to point out 
that Oswald probably didn't act alone. Stone leads us to 
believe that there was a government plot to knock off 
Kenn.:dy although one can leave the theater with his own 

• 

' 

• conclusions. 
While controversial and fact-bending, Stone -- no 

stranger to either word -- slams a monster of a home run 
with this effort. With Academy Award nominations 
coming soon, this movie should bring Stone an oppor
tunity for his fourth Academy, Costner his second Acad
emy in two years. 

My only problem with the movie was its length. At 
3 hours and 26 minutes, this is one movie that you 
shouldn't carry many drinks to. Trust me, if nature calls, 
try your best to hold it in -- chances are, you'll miss 
something. 

Was the movie worth watching? Ask 1,000 people 
and you'll get one answer: Great. 

.. 

l<~olk singer Charlie King entertains COM audience at 
concert with politically oriented songs and humorous 
anecdotes Feb. 3. 

King moves crowd 
with music, humor 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Co-assigtant Editor 

"He is a hope monger. a man whose music is a cele
bration of ordinary people," history instructor Larry 
Smith announced when introducing Charlie King at the 
11 a.m. perfomtance Feb. 3 in the College of the Main
land auditorium. He also gave a second performance that 
night at 7: 15. 

As soon as King appeared on stage, he gave the au
dience the impression of who he really is, a classic
styled folk singer in the beginning of his golden years. 
His charm shone straight out and he easily held the audi
ence's attention and interest. He soon had the crowd in 
hysterics with his offbeat parodies on George Bush. 

Then he picked up his guitar and went into "Carry It 
On," a song written dwing the civil rights movement. 
He explained it as a song for the rebel who has grown 
tired and "must keep one foot in front of the other." 

His music reflects his views of government and so
ciety more than anything else. He played songs about 
hunger, political deception and the homeless. He even 
played a melody advocating safe sex called "Wrap that 
Rascal" 

• 

He proved that he is a true musician with "He 
Looks into the Camera and Lies." King sang. played 
guitar and the hannonica all at once. 

Though the subjects of his songs were often de
pressing, he kept the audience in good spirits with his 
political humor, joking about political and business fig
ures, such as Dan Quayle and Lee lacocca. 

King has performed at COM consecutively for seven 
years and has worked as a folk singer and songwriter for 
close to 20 years. He has not only played concerts 
throughout the United States, he has also traveled abroad 
to play in Ireland and England. 

King has developed a motto which he expresses in 
his music: "Comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfort
able." By comfortable he m'eans the rich who exploit the 
poor for their personal profits, and by afflicted he means 
the poor who are being exploited. 

King's style is rare in combining comedy and music 
in one show. For one whose musical preferences are to
tally out of the folk genre, this reporter was very im- . 
pressed and enjoyed the show tooronghly. 
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COM Vietnam video wins award 
By JEFF KENNEDY 

Starr Reporter 

A natiooal award was presented to College of the 
Mainland for a videotape of people's experiencs wilh the 
Vietnam war. Dr. Tony Pfeiffer, COM Continuing Edu
cation coordinator and video director, accepted the award 
while attending the Leaming Resource Network interna
tional conference in Philadelphia, Pa., Nov. 22. 

"LERN is a professional organization that evaluates 
class programming all around the country and the 
world," Dr. Pfeiffer said. 

LERN evaluated hundreds of programs from the 
United States, Canada, England and Australia before 
choosing COM's video for its Community Service 
award. "They were not only honoring the video, but the 

whole fonrtat in which it was done," Dr. Pfeiffer ex
plained. 

Vietnam: A Lingering Agony is a two-hour video 
that resulted from three years of hard work beginning in 
November 1987, when the idea was conceived by Andy 
Jones, former director of Labor Studies at COM; Ed 
White, former director of Public Relations and member 
of Anny Corps of Engineers; Jim Higgins, director of 
Public Relations at COM; Dr. Pfeiffer; Carlos Cabillo, 
fonner Access Houston cable TV administrator; Ben Jor
dan, publishing company representative and Houston res
ident; and Jerry Anderson. Anderson is head of Non-print 
Media al COM and wa.s executive producer of lhe video. 

The COM video team collected war footage. mo
vies, audio tapes and slides. In November 1988 four pan
el discussions were held al COM allowing local residents 
to share their Vietnam experiences. The panelists includ
ed soldiers, supporters and survivors, draft resisters and 
Vietnamese allies. 

"We tried to approach the war from every view
point," Dr. Pfeiffer said. "We tried to get rid of the bad 
feelings that came from the war. We found we had more 
in common than we thought we did." 

Some of the area people who participated in the dis
cussioos included: Tony Nguyen, Thuy Nguyen, Ambas
sador Dui Diem, Dr. E.H. Diccard Jr., Bruce Clawson, 
Rick Poth, Dr. Lucius Ripley, T.W. Curry and Pamela 
Cab'On. 

''The Vietnamese forum was very revealing," Dr. 
Pfeiffer said. "They feel that we deserted them. A lot of 
them talked about going home and taking their country 
back. The war's over for us, it's not over foe them." 

Vietnam: A Lingering Agony is the edited result of 

24 hours of tape from the discussions and months of 
post-production work. "The whole editing process took 
about two years," Dr. pfeiffer explained. "Most of the 
work I did at home in my living room during the sum
merof 1989." 

The video is often emotional. It presents a wide 
range of opinions and a realistic look at an often glamor
ized subject. The discussions are highlighted by some in
teresting clips from movies and talk shows. 

The rest of the video team included: COM media 
specialist Phil Johnson, who produced the video, and 
panelists Warren Dodson, former counseling coordinator 
and James Templer, COM an insttuctor. The video is lo
cated in the library and can be checked out for viewing 
by COM students. Anyone interested in purchasing the 
video should inquire al lhe library. 

COM personnel pose with the award, presented by 
LERN, for their Vietnam video. Clockwise from top: 
Warren T. Dodson, former counseling coordinator; 
Terry Anderson, director of Non-Print Media Ser
vices; Phil Johnson, media specialisti Jim Higgins, 
director of Planning and Development; James Templer, 
art instructor; and Dr. Tony Pf'eiffer,coordinatorCon· 
tinuing Education and Community Services. 

JJ?K movie elicits various reactions 
By BRANDON WILLIAMS 

Slaff Reporter 

It's uncertain what Oliver Stone's purpose of mak
ing JFK was, but if controversy is what he' was after, 
the Academy Award-winning director got more than what 
he bargained for. 

The blockbuster movie has rcaroused the nation's 
suspisions about the assassination of the 35th president 
of the United States and is making the first serious push 
for the actual files to be opened before their original 
2029 dale. 

Reactions to the movie around the College of the 
Mainland campus vary. The majority of students who 
have seen it left with an impression that Kennedy's death 
had more to do with a government plot than with Lee 
Harvey Oswald choosing Nov. 22, 1963, as a great day 
IO kill the president. 

"I think the movie has a lot of truth in it," said stu· 
ctCnt Sheila Sunstrom, who has avidly studied JFK's as
sassination since ninth grade. "I never believed what the 
Warren Commission said." 

Said psychology major Angela Standish, "The mo- 1 

vie simply came out and told the truth." 

• 

• 

.. 

But who killed JFK? 
One of the best -- if not the most unique -- answers 

came from biology major Angela James. 
While Oswald is the alleged triggerman, James 

lhinks thal Jack Ruby, lhe nightclub owner who killed 
Oswald, played a key role. 

"(Ruby) had JFK murdered because Kennedy planned 
to get rid of the il1cgal activities in nightclubs," James 
said. "Ruby killed Oswald to cover his own tracks." 

COM Dean of Instruction and Student Develop
ment, Dr. Don Bass, said that although the movie 
shouldn't be viewed as a documentry, "it does make you 
think." 

Added Dr. Bass, "Why should there he 800 boxes 
under the national archives? Anything excellent or out
standing in this country stands a chance of 8etting 
knocked o!T." · 

Yet some people, such as information desk recep
tionist Gina Hennessee, wish that the i~sue would die 
like most of those involved in the as.ussination and the 
follow-up study have. 

"It doesn't interest me anymore," said Hennessee, 
who admitted she has no plans to watch the movie. "It's 
done and over with." 

Almost 30 years after the fact. it still makes you 
lhink .... 
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Features 
Siptak's paintings 
on view in gallery 
By JAMES MULLINS _ 

Staff Reporter 

It was a cold January evening. but despite the 
weather. people from as far as the northwest side of 
Houston came. The College of the Mainland Art Gallery 
hosted an opening night event for Gail Siptak's Kaleido
scope paintings Jan. )6. The Houston-area painter ex
plained facets of her wide to a crowd of 50 to 75 people 
at the 7 p.m. opening. 

Siptak, whose exhibit will be at the COM gallery 
through Feb. 21, has been renowned as an artist in the 
Galveston-Houston area since the early '80s and has had 
many showings throughout Texas. 

The painter's exhibition consists of an array of 
paintings mounted on the wall as well as on pull ~· 
which can literally be pulled around the room. The paint
ings depict myth, religion, pagan rites and family con
flict. 

Siptak has a1tended art schools, such as San Francis
co Art Institute in California and The Glassell School of 
Art in Houston. Presently she is an an instructor at 1be 
Houston School for Perfomting and Visual Arts. 

When asked about teaching al HSPV A Siplalc said: 
"I love it; teaching there is a challenge and it informs 
my work. It makes me ask questions about my own 
work and freshness." 

Siptak's view of her art is that "it has a formalistic 
slant, and it has to work on an abstract level that draws 
the viewer's attention to compositioll and shape." She 
continued, "1be paintings have to communicate informa
tion on a level of contention and have a message that 
needs to work as an implication of texnue, tone and col
or as well." 

Dr. Richard Lixz.a, director of the COM Art Gallery, 

( 

Houston-area painter Gail Siptak explains her work to an opening-night crowd in the COM Art Gallery Jan. 16. 
The exhibit remains On view through Feb. 21. (Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

corroborates Siptak's ideas when he says that the artist's 
paintings "may he appropriated for the fomtalistic quali
ties alone: their color. textme and drawing." He adds 
"These qualities are treated as dramatically - would the 
artist say 'theatrically?' - as the stories thal the figures 
tell." 

An interesting point about Siptak's wort is tha1 she 
uses and invades space. She said she uses "inner voids 
and ernJ?liness" to take up space and usea the emptiness 
as an escape-hatch to bring all her paintings together. 
The inner voids are solid black bockgroonds on the can
vas to make the objects in lhe painting stand out IIIO!e. 

Another unusual treabnent of space may be seen in 
Bill of Goods. The ann of a woman appears to actually 
be hanging over the picture as if she were leaning on the 

frame while watching you, the viewer. This shows lhal 
Siptak's paintings break through many barriers. The peo
ple in her paintings seem to confront you, the viewer, 
and focus and study you as you study them. 

Mona Marmall, a well-known local artist and COM 
instructor. stated: "This is imponant work and doesn't 
alienate the viewer. It deals with very serious issues, but 
in a humorous way. There is a kind of exuberance about 
the figures." 

Siptak's paintings are on display in the LUM gal
lery, localed in the rear of the Fine Arts Building. They 
may he viewed from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, by appoinuoent. For more information or to 
view the paintings, call the Fine Arts Office al (409) 
938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 348 or 354. 

COM'sCat on a Hot Tin Roof must-see production 
By MARK FARIAS 

Special to lnterCOM 

College of the Mainland's latest production is Ten
nessee Williams' drama Cal on a Hot Tin Roof, directed 
by COM Arena Theatre Executive Director Jack Westin. 

The cast and director bring IO life a dysfunctional 
Southern family gathering together on the multimillion 
dollar plantation of their father under the impression that 
he is soon to die. 

Christian Devries' (Brick) moving and often stagger
ing performance is matched by an equally alluring por
trayal of Maggie the Ca~ played by Jan Brook. 

Brick is a failed spans announcer turned alcoholic. 
In a deep depression due to the suicide of his best friend 

Skipper, Brick will not Sleep with his wife, Maggie. 
She earned her nickname, the Cat, because of her con
stant catty remarks, especially toward Brick's sister-in
law, Mae. Even so, Brick and Maggie remain Big Dad
dy's choice of heirs. 

Bryan Myers returns to the Arena Theatre stage in 
the forceful role of Big Daddy, a wealthy man whose 
brush with a fatal disease causes him to re-evaluate his 
relationship with his family. 

Big Mamma (Phyllis Dorflinger) is a Southern ver
sion of All in the Family's Edith Bunker, in love with 
Big Daddy regardless of his verbal abuse and always de
nying his eventual death. Gooper (James Raby) is the 
successful but disliked older brother. His Wife Mae (Jacki 
Bynum) is a wonderfully vicious and greedy mother of 
five (soon to be six). 

Also returning to the COM stage in the supporting 
cast are veteran actors Steve Cowan (Reverend Tooker). 
Bill Low (Doctor Baugh) and Lisa Charles (Sookie). 
They are joined by an up-and-coming Katie Lamkin 
(Dixie) who was last seen at COM in Bye-Bye Birdie. 
Despite the fact that she is a mere 12 years old, she 
sports an impressive list of film and television credits. 

The newcomers to the Arena Theatre include Kyle 
Hall (Sonny), Ann Morgan (Polly), Will Morgan (Bust
er), and current COM !heater niajor Otis Gatson (Lacey). 

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof opened Thursday, Jan. 30, 
and will run through Feb. 23. It.is another must-see by 
the award-winning COM Arena Theatre, but be warned: 

The play is of an adult nature and is recommended for 
matme audiences. 

Stone's JFK movie points to government conspiracy 
By BRANDON WILLIAMS 
itaff Reporter 

"Who killed Kennedy, who henefitted and why?" 
Mr. X's (Donald Sulherland) question to Louisiana 

Attorney General Jim Garrison (Kevin Costner) may he 
r.he hammer hitting the nail on the head in Oliver 
Stone's controversial movie JFK. 

Had this been a baseball game, one could say that 
Stone went for the fences in his latest movie effort, cast
ing an all-star supporting cast including box office heavy 
hitters Gary Oldman as Lee Harvey Oswald, Joe Pesci as 
David Ferrie, Tommy Lee Jones as Clay Shaw and Sissy 

Spacek. as Garrison's wife. 
Stone's movie centers on Garrison, assigned to in

vestigate the late president's asassination. In his efforts, 
Garrison finds that not everyone's bouncing off the wan 
to give him a helping hand. 

· The movie does an outstanding job of blending the 
actual footage of the assassination with the movie itself. 
However, Stone does get negative marks by stretching 
the truth (such as the reference of Kennedy's term being 
referred to as "Camelot" shortly after his death). 

What the movie does accomplish is to point out 
that Oswald probably didn't act alone. Stone leads us to 
believe that there was a government plot to knock off 
Kenn.:dy although one can leave the theater with his own 

• 

' 

• conclusions. 
While controversial and fact-bending, Stone -- no 

stranger to either word -- slams a monster of a home run 
with this effort. With Academy Award nominations 
coming soon, this movie should bring Stone an oppor
tunity for his fourth Academy, Costner his second Acad
emy in two years. 

My only problem with the movie was its length. At 
3 hours and 26 minutes, this is one movie that you 
shouldn't carry many drinks to. Trust me, if nature calls, 
try your best to hold it in -- chances are, you'll miss 
something. 

Was the movie worth watching? Ask 1,000 people 
and you'll get one answer: Great. 

.. 

l<~olk singer Charlie King entertains COM audience at 
concert with politically oriented songs and humorous 
anecdotes Feb. 3. 

King moves crowd 
with music, humor 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Co-assigtant Editor 

"He is a hope monger. a man whose music is a cele
bration of ordinary people," history instructor Larry 
Smith announced when introducing Charlie King at the 
11 a.m. perfomtance Feb. 3 in the College of the Main
land auditorium. He also gave a second performance that 
night at 7: 15. 

As soon as King appeared on stage, he gave the au
dience the impression of who he really is, a classic
styled folk singer in the beginning of his golden years. 
His charm shone straight out and he easily held the audi
ence's attention and interest. He soon had the crowd in 
hysterics with his offbeat parodies on George Bush. 

Then he picked up his guitar and went into "Carry It 
On," a song written dwing the civil rights movement. 
He explained it as a song for the rebel who has grown 
tired and "must keep one foot in front of the other." 

His music reflects his views of government and so
ciety more than anything else. He played songs about 
hunger, political deception and the homeless. He even 
played a melody advocating safe sex called "Wrap that 
Rascal" 

• 

He proved that he is a true musician with "He 
Looks into the Camera and Lies." King sang. played 
guitar and the hannonica all at once. 

Though the subjects of his songs were often de
pressing, he kept the audience in good spirits with his 
political humor, joking about political and business fig
ures, such as Dan Quayle and Lee lacocca. 

King has performed at COM consecutively for seven 
years and has worked as a folk singer and songwriter for 
close to 20 years. He has not only played concerts 
throughout the United States, he has also traveled abroad 
to play in Ireland and England. 

King has developed a motto which he expresses in 
his music: "Comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfort
able." By comfortable he m'eans the rich who exploit the 
poor for their personal profits, and by afflicted he means 
the poor who are being exploited. 

King's style is rare in combining comedy and music 
in one show. For one whose musical preferences are to
tally out of the folk genre, this reporter was very im- . 
pressed and enjoyed the show tooronghly. 
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COM Vietnam video wins award 
By JEFF KENNEDY 

Starr Reporter 

A natiooal award was presented to College of the 
Mainland for a videotape of people's experiencs wilh the 
Vietnam war. Dr. Tony Pfeiffer, COM Continuing Edu
cation coordinator and video director, accepted the award 
while attending the Leaming Resource Network interna
tional conference in Philadelphia, Pa., Nov. 22. 

"LERN is a professional organization that evaluates 
class programming all around the country and the 
world," Dr. Pfeiffer said. 

LERN evaluated hundreds of programs from the 
United States, Canada, England and Australia before 
choosing COM's video for its Community Service 
award. "They were not only honoring the video, but the 

whole fonrtat in which it was done," Dr. Pfeiffer ex
plained. 

Vietnam: A Lingering Agony is a two-hour video 
that resulted from three years of hard work beginning in 
November 1987, when the idea was conceived by Andy 
Jones, former director of Labor Studies at COM; Ed 
White, former director of Public Relations and member 
of Anny Corps of Engineers; Jim Higgins, director of 
Public Relations at COM; Dr. Pfeiffer; Carlos Cabillo, 
fonner Access Houston cable TV administrator; Ben Jor
dan, publishing company representative and Houston res
ident; and Jerry Anderson. Anderson is head of Non-print 
Media al COM and wa.s executive producer of lhe video. 

The COM video team collected war footage. mo
vies, audio tapes and slides. In November 1988 four pan
el discussions were held al COM allowing local residents 
to share their Vietnam experiences. The panelists includ
ed soldiers, supporters and survivors, draft resisters and 
Vietnamese allies. 

"We tried to approach the war from every view
point," Dr. Pfeiffer said. "We tried to get rid of the bad 
feelings that came from the war. We found we had more 
in common than we thought we did." 

Some of the area people who participated in the dis
cussioos included: Tony Nguyen, Thuy Nguyen, Ambas
sador Dui Diem, Dr. E.H. Diccard Jr., Bruce Clawson, 
Rick Poth, Dr. Lucius Ripley, T.W. Curry and Pamela 
Cab'On. 

''The Vietnamese forum was very revealing," Dr. 
Pfeiffer said. "They feel that we deserted them. A lot of 
them talked about going home and taking their country 
back. The war's over for us, it's not over foe them." 

Vietnam: A Lingering Agony is the edited result of 

24 hours of tape from the discussions and months of 
post-production work. "The whole editing process took 
about two years," Dr. pfeiffer explained. "Most of the 
work I did at home in my living room during the sum
merof 1989." 

The video is often emotional. It presents a wide 
range of opinions and a realistic look at an often glamor
ized subject. The discussions are highlighted by some in
teresting clips from movies and talk shows. 

The rest of the video team included: COM media 
specialist Phil Johnson, who produced the video, and 
panelists Warren Dodson, former counseling coordinator 
and James Templer, COM an insttuctor. The video is lo
cated in the library and can be checked out for viewing 
by COM students. Anyone interested in purchasing the 
video should inquire al lhe library. 

COM personnel pose with the award, presented by 
LERN, for their Vietnam video. Clockwise from top: 
Warren T. Dodson, former counseling coordinator; 
Terry Anderson, director of Non-Print Media Ser
vices; Phil Johnson, media specialisti Jim Higgins, 
director of Planning and Development; James Templer, 
art instructor; and Dr. Tony Pf'eiffer,coordinatorCon· 
tinuing Education and Community Services. 

JJ?K movie elicits various reactions 
By BRANDON WILLIAMS 

Slaff Reporter 

It's uncertain what Oliver Stone's purpose of mak
ing JFK was, but if controversy is what he' was after, 
the Academy Award-winning director got more than what 
he bargained for. 

The blockbuster movie has rcaroused the nation's 
suspisions about the assassination of the 35th president 
of the United States and is making the first serious push 
for the actual files to be opened before their original 
2029 dale. 

Reactions to the movie around the College of the 
Mainland campus vary. The majority of students who 
have seen it left with an impression that Kennedy's death 
had more to do with a government plot than with Lee 
Harvey Oswald choosing Nov. 22, 1963, as a great day 
IO kill the president. 

"I think the movie has a lot of truth in it," said stu· 
ctCnt Sheila Sunstrom, who has avidly studied JFK's as
sassination since ninth grade. "I never believed what the 
Warren Commission said." 

Said psychology major Angela Standish, "The mo- 1 

vie simply came out and told the truth." 

• 

• 

.. 

But who killed JFK? 
One of the best -- if not the most unique -- answers 

came from biology major Angela James. 
While Oswald is the alleged triggerman, James 

lhinks thal Jack Ruby, lhe nightclub owner who killed 
Oswald, played a key role. 

"(Ruby) had JFK murdered because Kennedy planned 
to get rid of the il1cgal activities in nightclubs," James 
said. "Ruby killed Oswald to cover his own tracks." 

COM Dean of Instruction and Student Develop
ment, Dr. Don Bass, said that although the movie 
shouldn't be viewed as a documentry, "it does make you 
think." 

Added Dr. Bass, "Why should there he 800 boxes 
under the national archives? Anything excellent or out
standing in this country stands a chance of 8etting 
knocked o!T." · 

Yet some people, such as information desk recep
tionist Gina Hennessee, wish that the i~sue would die 
like most of those involved in the as.ussination and the 
follow-up study have. 

"It doesn't interest me anymore," said Hennessee, 
who admitted she has no plans to watch the movie. "It's 
done and over with." 

Almost 30 years after the fact. it still makes you 
lhink .... 

• 

• 

• 

• 

I 

' 

·' 

' 

' 

' 

' 

' 

' ' 

·. 

' I 

• 

•• 
. . 



' 

' 

I 

I 

Page 6, February 1992, InterCOM 

Campus Life 

The last COM Invertebrate Zoology elms searches for specimens at the University of Texas Marine Science 
lnsti.tute in Port Aransas. From left clockwise, Emmeline Dodd, Michelle Warren and Teri McGowan. 

Hiser takes on American Gladiators 
By JEFF KENNEDY 

Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland student, Doug "the Bat
man" Hiser, flew into lhat cave called the Summit on 
Sunday, Jan. 26, to bat-tie with the TV-famous Ameri
can Gladiators. 

"I was the crowd favorite," Hiser said .,Everyone 
was cheering for me." 

Hiser, a 34-year-old Texas City letter carrier, partici
pated in such Gladiator games as Assault. The Wall and 
Powerball. At 5 feet, 5 inches, 155 pounds, he proved to 

COM student Doug Hiser competed in American Gladi
ator competition on Jan. 26. Hiser did not win first 
placeinthecompetition,but bewoarll"St placewitbtbe 
crowd. 

• 

the Gladiators, who are all over. 6 feet and 200 pounds, 
that size isn't everything. 

"You know how Batman can get out of any fix the 
Joker puts him in?" Hiser asked. "I can get out or'any
thing. That's why rm known as Batman." 

After three events, Hiser finished in a controversial 
thud place. "When they anno,mced the score, the crowd 
started booing," Hiser said. • 

"The competition was originally supposed to be 
seven events," Hiser explained. "But because of time, 
!hey cut out Break Through and Conquer. And instead of 
allowing all contestants to continue on, only two were 
allowed to do the last three events. I didn't get to do 
Joust and that's one of my best events." 

Hiser has a diverse athletic background. He played 
football and ran track for Santa Fe High School, compet
ed as a body builder during the 1980s, and is a green belt 
in Nippon Kempo, a Japanese martial art. 

To train for the Gladiator competition, Hiser said he 
did some bleacher numing (literally running up and down 
bleachers) and his regular weight lifting program. In a 
tryout that attracted 2,000 athletes, Hiser did 57 finger
tip push-ups, ran a 40 yard dash in 4.6 seconds and did 
20 wide grip behind-the-neck pullups to qualify for the 
main event on Sunday. The minimum requirements were 
50 finger-tip push-ups in 60 seconds, a 40 yard dash in 
4.8 seconds, and 18 pullups in 60 secoods. 

Just like Batman's interests go beyond crime fight
ing, Miser's interests go beyond athletics. He portrays 
the first half of Stomp and Smash, a barbarian duo that 
performs at the Texas Renai~e Festival annually. 

"We just Walk around and people pay us to steal 
their women." Hiser explained. "It's a lot of fun." 

Hiser also is a writer and a self-taught artist. His 
poem, "Snow Vision," will appear in Voices of Ameri
ca, a soon to be published collection of poems by vari
ous writers across America. A sample of his artwork 
adorns the U.S. Postal Service's new ZIP-+4 directory. 

Hiser's bat cave is hidden somewhere in Santa Fe, 
where he has lived most of his life. 

So what Will "lhe Batman" bite off next? 
'Tm going to concentrate on school," Hiser related. 

"fm going for an associale's in English. I'm also talking 
to some"'agents about getting my an and my stories pub
lished. I always have things going." 

• 

• 

• 

Dodd takes students 
on invertebrate find 
By JULIE SCKITTONE 
Staff Reporter 

Because fall '91 was the last time a junior-college 
level teacher would be allowed to instruct a senior
college level class, College of the Mainland biology in
structor Emmeline Dodd decided to take advantage of this 
final opportunity to teach Invertebrate Z.OOlogy last se-
mes"2'. • 

This was Dodd's final opportunity to teach the 
course because it is on the Coordinating Board of Higher 
Education's 1992 list of courses that can no longer be 
taught at community colleges. 

Dodd claimed, "This class is only for trwe survivors, 
and because the course work was extremely tough, I only 
ended up with foor out of 11 students." 

Each student in the zoology class was required to 
study various classifications of invertebrate animals. 
The course also demanded each student to submit a col
lection of invertebrate specimens which was 20 percent 
of the course grade. 

The foor "survivors" included Tara Gallian, Mellissa 
Iasiter, Michelle Warren and Teri McGowan. 

Because a field trip was an essential part of this 
course, Dcxld and her four students set out for the Univa
sity of Texas Marine Science Institute in Port Aransas. 

Dodd chose the weekend of Dec. 6 for her students 
to stay at the university's dorms and work: on their col
lections. They spent part o(their weekend on a boat and 
the other part wading in the water. 

According to McGowan, a miniature crano-like 
structure dropped from the boat. clamped up a large 
amount of mud and placed it on a sifting screen. The stu
dents then sifted tl)rough the mud to find certain species 
of animals. After locating these animals the students 
then learned about the life cycles, reproductive processes, 
metaboli,m and feeding habits of each. 

Warren said, "We found 10 different types of 
shrimp, including a pistol shrimp, but we were disap
poinbod not to have found any Olives (a type of shell)." 

McGowan and Wanen listed a variety of items the 
group found including hydroids, mollusk shells, Riddle 
Stars, Rose Pc1al shells and many more. 

When the trip was over, all of the students felt they 
had learned a vast amount of information in such a short 
period of time. Most importantly; however, they gained 
experience while doing so. Because each student stayed 
with the class and received "remarkable grades," Dodd 
feels that these are her true survivors. 

GCIC 
March 4 Sports Day 

College of the Mainland is. looking for a few good 
athletes to be representatives at the Gulf Coast Intercol
legiate Conference March 4. 

The host for GCIC is North Harris Commwiity 
College, located in north Houston. Those intereste.d in 
participating shoold plan to stay the entire day. 

The activities planned arc 3 on 3 bRsketball, racquet
. ball, tennis, volleyball and softball. Other activities are 

planned but not yet definite. · 
Winners of scheduled tournaments will be eligible 

to participate at the conference. A limited number of par
ticipanrs will enter each evenL Mini toumamenrs are be
ing held for those interested in qualifying for GCIC. 

A bowling tournament is planned for Feb. 27 at 
Tomball Bowling Lanes in Tomball at no cost to the 
participanrs. Twelve men and 12 women are needed. 
They must be credit students. 

' For more information, call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext. 418. 

. hlterestcd participants must llign-up in advance. 

' 
. ' 

• 

Censorship dilutes 
First Amendment 

Kim . 
Mitdlell 

In the music industry today, censorship is running 
rampant. Groups such as Warrant. Guns N' Roses, and 
Megadeth are being subjected to having "Parental Advi
sory" labels plastered across album covers. Bureaucrats 
and other unintelligent people c,f authority think that by 
censoring music they don't approve of, they are protect
ing "our future." This is the aim of Tipper Gore and her 
group the Parents Music Resource Center. 

During the summer of 19?() when my mother and I 
spent a week in Los Angeles, I awoke to the blaring 
ncwsca.:;t of a man being arrested in a reccrd store in 
Florida for scJling a record by the rap group 2 Live 
Crew. It made me extremely angry to see that My anger 
wasn't due to just the uproar over the 2 Live Crew al
bum, it was the flat-out censorship that infuriated me. 

If the PMRC is allowed to set the rules they th.ink 
are necessary, I, being a part of the future, will lead a 
boring and sheltered life. Many band members relate 
their personal experiences through their songs thereby 
showing today's youth how bad the world really is. They 
do not lie to us telling us the world is great and beautiful 
as so many adulrs do. 

Censorship is in violation of the First Amendment. 
which in pan states "Congress shall make no law ... 
abridging the freedom of speech or of the press." Our 
countty was founded on freedoot of both expressioo and 
speech. Today, we are living in a society where freedom 
of thought and expres.sion are monitored and edited. 

1be most recent case involving cemorship in Reno, 
Nev., in 1991. Ray Belknap, 18, and James Vance, 20, 
decided after smoking po~ drinking alcohol and listening 
to the Judas Priest album Stained Class they would kill 
themselves together in a church playground on Dec. 23, 
1985. Sadly enough, Belknap died. Vance was severely 
disfigured and died later. While still in the hospital, 
Vance wrote a letter to his mom stating that drugs and 
alcohol had nothing to do with the suicide. The Judas 
Priest album "hypnotized" the boys into thinking the 
only miswer to life was death. The court, however, ruled 
otherwise. 

The case made it to the Nevada Supreme Court. 
The defense attorney made it clear that both boys had 
problems growing up. Belknap had been expelled from 
school for sexual assault and had other brushes with the 
law. Vance had been a victim of child abuse and turbu
lent family relations, according to The Houston Post. 

'fhe judge and jury were asked to listen for sublimi
nal messages found in back-masking the Stained Class 
album, but could only hear "garble," the Post reported. 
The band was cleared of all charges. GleM Tipton, a 

m~mber of Judas Priest. said: "Why would we do that 
(incite poople to commit suicide)? Then we'd have no 
r.iore fans." 

People lend to react with fear to what they don't 
know or ooderstand. Censorship is the reaction to this 
fear by people in power . 
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Douglas named Student Center head 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Co-assistant Editor 

Former Defensive 
Driving Coordinator Bev
erly Douglas was named 
College of the Mainland 
Student Center coordinator 
last fall. . 

Douglas is enthusias
tically filling her new JX>
sition and has sevetal ideas 
of how to enhance student 
life at COM. Beverly Douglas 

"I believe that my job description is only a base 
from which to work." Douglas stated. "The potential 
that my position may hold depends on how well I am 
able to communicate with the studenrs." 

Douglas stated that communication between the stu
dent body and the people responsible for the organizatioo 
of student activities and projects is poor, and that this is 
one of the most important issues she will try to solve 
with the cooperation of her fellow staff members, the fa
culty and students. 

"There is no central commW1ication vehicle on cam
pus," Douglas stated. "Thus a great number of students 
remain unaware of student activities and services." 

From the time she assumed the position, Douglas 
has worked wi.th Recreational Programs Coordinator 
Maryann Urick and the Student Activities Board to help 
plan student activities at COM. Her duties include man
agement of the Student Center's activities. 

Another issue that Douglas plans to deal with is 
what she considers the improper use of student facilities. 

"I am, through my position, a student advocate and 
thus a protector of students' rights in my area." Douglas 

said. "At present the Student. Center's facilities are being 
used in ways that have very little to do with student life 
at COM. I want to see full u!t of the Student Center for 
student activities. 

"Functions not related to student life should not, in 
my opinion, exist in the Student Center," Douglas stat~ 
ed. "The Student Center is supposed to be a place where 
students could spell(! their leisure time a!l(I participate in 
student activities ... 

She mentioned that in the past the upper level of the 
Student Center was used primarily for student govern
mental offices involved with the SAB. 

Douglas already has ideas of how these, what she 
considers improperly occupied spaces in the Student 
Center, can be use.d in more activities directly related to 
students. 

In addition, she stated that student life can also be 
enhanced through student experiences away from COM. 
These experiences might include trips to major universi
ties for students who are interested in transferring to a 
university or participating in academic and social events 
at other colleges. 

Among her duties, Douglas has been asked to worlc 
with the Student Advisory Council, a committee which 
was formed in 1982, to discuss issues dealing direcUy 
with the student body and the allocation of funds for stu
dent activities. The new coordinator believes that as part 
of the council she will be able to solve some of the 
problems dealing with the Student Center and with stu
dent activities in general. 

"I believe that to make student iife at COM more 
exciting for students. we must be able to experiment 
more with student activities and create a more extensive 
communication network with students," Dooglas stared. 
"I hope I am able to do my best to effect these changes." 

Auditorium packed for poet Giovanni's lecture 
By MELLISSA WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter 

Outspoken black poet and lecturer Nikki Giovanni 
spoke at College of the Mainland Tuesday, Feb. 11, to a 
packed auditorium in an open forum lecture that includ
ed topics from boxer Mike Tyson's rape trial, the incom
petency of President George Bush, the ancient Egyptian 
fear of cats and select readings of her.own poetty. 

' 

Giovanni conveyed her main points of lhe impor
tance of the individual spirit and inner peace and love's 
importance over material wealth by metaphorically re
ducing people to the "carbon-based units that we are." 
She added that "you have to give something back" to the 
planet that made all life possible. 

Also Strong on individuals' future hopes and plans, 
Giovanni's inspirational talk included warnings of hav-

• 

• 

ing children too early in life. She also emphasized the 
fact that adolescence and the young adult years are not 
the best times in a person's life. 

Giovanni insists that the older years are better than 
college life because "it's the twilight years ... when 
you can look back and say to yourself that you did eve.ry
thing you could." You met the challenges life gave and 
tried to be the best person possible. 
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Editorials/News 

COM President Larry L. Stanley introduces members of the SAB at the Jan. 28 Wekome Back Kickoff. From left, 
Kathy Harper, president; Heidi Kulick, vice president; Carol Bower, SAC representative; Sue Barton, historian; 
Jan Gomez, secretary; and Andrea Medellin, treasurer. (Photo by Jason Cantrell) 

Students welcomed back with kickoff 
By MELANI THOMPSON 

Staff Reporter 

The College of lhe Mainland Spring '92 Welcome 
Back Kickoff, sponsoo,d by the !,tudent Activities Board, 
took place in the stage area of the Student Center Jan. 
28. The band Frenndz provided the entertainmenL Presi
dent Larry L. Stanley opened the Kickoff by introducing 
the assoned student groups and clubs available on cam
pus. 

Phi Theta Kappa sponsor Onnond James gave a 
brief in!Muctory speech about PTK to lhe crowd. J. C. 
Cobb, a first ye.ar musing student., spoke about the Tex
as Slate Nursing Association. A represenrative from the 
Ecology Club, Laura Rye, said a few words about what 
the club is and does. lnterCOM Managing Editor Rod
ney Conley told the gathering that any activities on cam
pus or in the community can be announced in the paper. 

~ .. lnterCOM 

Sport.I Editor Bellnd.a Williama 
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President Stanley introduced members of the SAB, 
which is sponsmed by Maryann Urick, coordinator of 
Recreational Programs. SAB officers are: Kathy Harper, 
president; Heidi Kulick, vice president; Carol Bower, 
Stu<jent ictivities Council representative; Sue Barton, 
historian; Jan Gomez, secretary; and Andrea Medellin, 
treasurer, are the current officers of the SAB. Harper said 
a few words about the SAB and some of its activities. 

After the SAB introductions, Frenndz entertained 
everyone with reggae music, and some other songs 
adapted to reggae, including "All Along the Watchtow
er," by Jimi Hendrix. 

Frenndz has three members: Paul Patrice on key
board, George Fedee on drums a."ld Barry Jackson on 
bass. 

The music was upbeat, and a few people were brave 
enough to dance. Some were actually seen giddily skip
ping about to the music. 

Letter to the Editor 
Location changes for 
Special Olympics run 
Dear Editor: 

Since the December issue of the lnterCOM came 
out, the Texas Special Olympics TCl"Ch Run location has 
been changed. This year the Torch Run will be held in 
Denton. I would like to take this opportunity to invite 
those people who have never attended a Special Olym
pics to do so if they have the chance. It will be some
thing you11 never forget. 

Vernoo H. Ewell 
campus Police Department 

Represenative for the Texas Special 
Olympics in "this department 

Graduation deadline set 
All students planning to graduate this May must ap

ply for graduation prior to March 13. They must file an 
"Application for Graduation" form with the Admissions 
Office before March 13. 

Remember, if you don't apply by March 13, you 
woo't graduate. 

' 

New mother abhors 
child abuse, asks why 

Amanda 
.McNown 

Here we are in a society where we fight to keep the 
ozone layer, exercise to lake care of our bodies and recy
cle to save the planet, and yet it seems not one thing is 
being done to save children who are dying from abuse. 

How many times have we heard on the news or read 
in the papers about a child dying because a parent or 
some other adult became too angry and couldn't control 
his temper? Think about this: a child has died. He will 
never get a chance to go to school. He will never have 
the chance to see the world. He will never have the 
chance to make anything out of his life. His short time 
in life was filled with violence and ended without the 
knowlege of gentleness and love. 

The sad part is that when child abuse is suspected, 
the state will send someone into the home to look for 
evidence of abuse. If oone is found. then the child re
mains in the home wilh the explanation that it would be 
more harmful to the child to take him out of the home, 
according to Galveston County Child Prote.ctive Servic-
es. 

I suppose a child dying is less hamaful than to be 
taken away from his parents. If the child is taken out of 
the home and placed into a foster home, the state will 
more than nkeiy pufilie chi@ back tnlO ihe abusive 
home to keep d~ family together. 

How can tha! possibly make sense? If CPS knows a 
child has been abused in his own home, why would they 
place the child back into that same home? Again, the ra
tionale is that it woold be too harmful to the child if lhe 
family is split up. 

Oh please! There are foster parents who care a great 
deal about children and do a good job of keeping a ch_ild 
safe. But the child goes back to the same home and the 
next thing we hear or read is that another child has died 
from abuse. 

The thing that really gets to me, is that a person 
who has lcilled an innocent child isn't even charged with 
murder. He is charged wilh "injury to a child." Injury to 
a child? The child is dead! Why wasn't the killer charged 
with murder? Isn't a child's life just as important as an 
adult's? 

Speaking from a mother's point of view, I don't 
have the words to express how deeply angered I am about 
this. I have a new baby, an4 I can' imagine hurting her 
in any way. She's a helpless infant. She can't fight back. 
She can't run away. And she can never recover if I were 

· to hil her and kill her. 

The problem is that too many J)eople look the other 
way if they see a child being hun. Instead of doing 
something about it, they don't want to "get involved." 
Well, I say get involved! It's time to open your eyes and 
see what's going on. It's time to save our children. Re
member that it's not always a parent who kills a child. It 
could be the person you leave your child with, or it 
could be that grandparent who seems to love the child so 
much. It could even be the person you trust the most 
who abuses your child so severely that he dies 

If it were left up to me, the person who kills a child 
would die the same violent and gruesome death that the 
child died. But it's not up to me, and that's why these 
children need support from outsiders. 

Yes, we need to save the ozone and recycle, and our 
bodies need to be taken care of. But we need to take care 
of our real -future: our children. 

• 
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Program makes transfers to universities easier 
. 1----------- The CAN Plan program, which was initiated last se- four-year university will be too far away from home, 

Contmued from Page mestcr, sponsored a College Day Oct. 15 at which sever- that it will be too expensive, that the campus will be 
slightest thing about transferring to a four-year institu- al four-year universities came to COM with information unfamiliar and that everyone will be a stranger. 
tion. about their schools. Participating schools included Sam Funding for the CAN Plan proposal_came in 1991 

CAN Plan is aimed at minorities, yet open to all Houston State University, Huntsville; Texas A&M Uni- when the Ford Auto Foundation held a leadership devel-
students. The only qualifications for CAN Plan member- versity, College Station; Texas A&M in Galveston; opment program for college presidents at Texas A&M 
ship are having a 2.5 grade point average and an inten- East Texas State University, Commerce; and Stephen F. University. 
tion to transfer. Austin University, Nacogdoches. To carry the funding out. the foundation funded 

The program is the brainchild of Dotti Jones, busi- Jones also presented a time management seminar in $5,000 to the swdent transfer section in COM's counsel-
ness instructor and managing editor of COMs Broadsides October last year. Fonner coordinater of counseling, ing department. A written report of CAN Plan progress 
magazine and is supported by Dr. Don Bass, dean of In- warren T. Dodson, presented an effective seminar also in wiU be sent back to the Ford Auto Foundation, pub-
struction and Student Development October last year, covering some questions students lished and then sent to other schools. 

"The strength of the program is the ability to gamer could ask at the college day. Jones stated the program is effective because if all of 
cooperation among existing entities or deparunents and "We try to help students to make the right kinds of the funded money is not used, committee members will 
areas," Jones said. "The idea was to band together some decisions," Jones said. Topics for seminars this semester still be in their own divisions and continue to meet to-
of the heads of student services on campus and create a are goal setting and decision making. A second seminar gether. 
program designed to help COM students prepare to make on time management also is planned. Because the CAN Plan is such a Wlique program and 
the transition from a two-year to a four-year college." All CAN Plan activities are designed to overcome has such advantages, all students need to be made more 

Members of the advisory committee include: Jones; barriers that might hinder the transferring process. aware of it, Jones said. She sent 257 letters to students 
Vanneise A. Collins, assistant to the president and Of- Jones suggests that many obstacles transferring stu- fitting the qualifications, but only 10 got involved. 
fice of Equal Educational Opportunity; Leroy August, dents face are primarily attitudinal. "Students should be Each adviser has a personal extension at which he 
COM counselor; and Maryann Urick. coordinator of Rec~ more aggressive in looking for transferral assistance. may be reached: I ones Ext. 387, Collins Ext. 407, Au-
reational Programs. COM has scholarships that are just begging for stu- gust Ext. 287 and Urick Ext. 418. Any member of the 

Walter Kessler, COM media designer created the dents." advisory committee may be contacted by students seek-
CAN Plan logo. Examples of attitudinal Obstacles are the fear that a ing transfer information. 

Instructor's fiction captures audience 
Continued from Page 1----------
State, where he received his master's degree in political 
science, it was not until the early 1980s that he started 
pursuing his dreams of becoming a professional writer. 

In 1984 he began writing fiction and had his first 
story, "Echoes of Young County," published in The 
New Mexico Humanities Review. From then on, with 
the suPJX)rt of his colleagues at COM, more than 20 of 
his.stories.haYJ>..be<>n wlllisbed..in..masa,;i~ QJ1e of 
them has even been published in a short story antholo
gy. 

Finley stated that it was not easy for him to begin . 
writing again after several years of not writing. He gives 
much credit to COM English instructor Brett Jarrett who 
taught a creative writing course that Finley took. 

In an autobiographical piece, Finley writes: "Jarrett 
helped me to get past most of the beginner's problems, 
and I was inspired by his classes to start writing serious
ly. Most of my earlier stories were either started or fin
ished in Jarrett's writing classes that I proceeded to take 
three times." 

Wrilers often use environmenlS in lheir stories with 
which !hey are familiar. Finley describes lhe setting he 
uses for his stories as "lhe vast emptiness and bleakness 
of the windblown flats of west Texas," which is very 
much like Knox City, where he grew up. 

"I think !hat Finley is taking an important Step be
yond most writers," Jarrett stated. " He goes beyond be-

ing autobiographical by adding more ideas instead of just 
creating an interesting story." 

Finley's characters for the most part are people who 
have been through many hardships in their lives. "I per
ceive the acid character test to be the struggle to make 
morally enlightened choices in the face of unjust circum
stance," Finley writes. 

"All of my stories are a variation on this theme," 
he continues in the autobiograpgical piece. "They are 
about lhar-parrof lhe human condition !hat forces us to 
make moral choices in the context of the sometimes 
overwhelming contingencies of our lives." 

Brenda Brown, COM English instructor, uses a tril
ogy of Finloy's stories, "Custody," "Leaving on the 
Wind" and "Heaven is up in Wichita Falls," in her Intro
duction to Literature classes. She places him alongside 
many notable writers in classic literature such as Edgar 
Allen Poe and William Faulkner. 

"'Doctor' Finley is going to be remembered as one 
of the greatest influences on literature in the Southwest 
for his time," Brown stated. 

The politic.al science teacher enjoys writing, which 
he says, is a good way to connect with oneself and un
derstand what is important and where one is in life. 

"It's a nice feeling to play God, just to see what 
kind of god you can be, to create a community of charac
ters and put them in a physical place and mak:e some
thing happen so that it changes them," Finley cOilcludes 
in his autobiographical piece. 

Black history activities held at COM 
Continued from Page !----------
plained. "It ended up being mostly businesses in the 
Texas City-La Marque area to let people know !hat black 
businesses are doing well." 

The official title of the display is "African Ameri
cans: Facing the Challenges of Entrepreneurship." It is 
composed of business cards from businesses owned and 
operated by black business people in the area. Several 
copies of Black Enterprise are on exhibit. Articles from 
the magazine are mounted on the wall, while the display 
table holds some books. 

Henson, who creates the Black History Month dis
play in the library foyer every year, said lhe topics she 
has chosen in the past have been varied, including black 
political leaders, Dr. Martin Luther King, black invent-' 
ors, black musicians and athletes, James Baldwin and 
"just about every other subject" in her 15 years or more 
of doing the display. 

Seyotal activities will Utke place during collegehour 

to commemorate black: history. They are: 
COM counselor Leroy August and Anthony Haw

kins will present the workshop, "Land that Job Fast," 
12:30 a.m. to I :30 p.m. Peb. '20. , 

An African-American Cultural Festival will feab.lre 
Debbie Gilchrist, who will give an interpretation of poe
try through dance, and Regency, a five person a capella 
group. The festival, sponsored by EEO, SAB and 
OAAC, will take place Feb. 23. 

A video presentation, "Starting Your Own Busi
ness," is set for 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. in the Student Cen
ter Feb. 27. 

"My Altitude," a workshop by James Shippy, direc
tor of actiVities at St. Phillips College, OAAC and the 
CAN program, 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. in lhe Student Center 
Feb. 25 

The last event will be a Student/Staff Unity Feast 
(Umoja Karamu), in lhe Student Center Feb. 28 at 7 
p.m:, featuring Patrick William's Jazz Quart4,t. ' 
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What's Happening 
Times sports editor new lnterCOMer 
B:, BELINDA "11.UAMS 

Sports Editor 
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Williams and~ pliafflttn h8Bd, 
ffe-Wll/U joilrnaliSIII SIQai UI bi&ll tc;l>eel d11drg 
his sophomore, junior and senior yean.. This i. his 
-,I - at COM. Liller, he ·p1a1,s IO b81 52 
to eid\er the Univmlty of Houston ot Texas A&M 
Unjvcrslty in College Sla!ioo. 

Williams, a nalllnll born alhlcle. 1lW""1 playing 
baseball in Pee-Wee league al lhe age of (I and kepi 
up wlth it tllroll8f! bis senior year of bi&ll school. 

·1 hold the unoff'iclal recom for being lmoeted 
out by line drives: Williams added. He was knocked 
Ollt cold three limes while pitchlng his fteshmao ,..,. 

He also played quar1et1,aOk for two Y""" al Levi 
FryJunior Hish in 'lwtasCily aod{lilyeddef wi,e 
i.ct his frestrran year III La Marque High. He also 
~ on lite Fry tN1 OaD 11181111r-year. 
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~~ 

Wlllillms Slid 111111 he and Bob Uecker, a noliretl 
baseball player fur the St. Louis Cmdinall, now do
ing Millot Ulc CMlffM I ia1s fiaw a lot tu comtfton. 
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~y 1711omsaday wod<illgfurTlll'limu 
aft£r his clasoes at COM: Hill day off is Wednesday, 
and he spends most or it taklllg it easy and sleeping. 

Willlama lived in T- City lllllil die rintl, 
l(llldeml lhlm m-.ci lO 1../1 Marque wllae beg,:adual
ed from hll!h~ ill 1990. He live$ln 4 Masque 
wbb his ,ai,enu and older si8* wllllo .auendlag 
COM. . 
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my 1lCOliil life. blll11Neisa't maeb I'd rather be do-., . . . 
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Student Activities Board offers benefits 
By JAMES MULLINS 

Starr Reporter 

"The Student Activity Board's primary function is to 
plan, develop and condoct lhe educational and recreatiooal 
entertainment programs for College of the Mainland," 
said Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs coordinalOf 
and Student Activities Board sponsor. 

"This board was created so the snidents can get 
good entertainment to stimulate good feelings toward the 
college and its community," Urick added. 

According to SAB President Kathy Harper, the pro
gram also w~ developed ro give SIUdent members an op
portunity to learn how to organize special activities for 
students. 

Harper continued, "The SAB is in charge of organiz
ing and planning most of the College Hour presenta
tions. dances, spook hooses, carnivals, films and special 
sp,ake,s." 

• 

Urick said, "These special events are planned and 
presented by the SAB, but are paid for by the college 
communiLy through student activity fees." 

There are many thing~ to gain for those in SAB and 
those who are getting involved. Students in SAB are in
volved wilh interesting people and gain leadership, plan
ning and money management skills. 

Urick slated, "The SAB has a scholarship program 
which was implemented to encourage involvemenl" Sh: 
added, "There are five scholarships awarded to the SAB 
members who devote the most hours to SAB activities." 
Two are worth $200 and three are worth $100. 

SAB meetings are held on Tuesdays at 12:30 p.m. 
in lhe Physical Education Building, Room P- 110; all are 
invited. 

If someone has a good idea about a program, but not 
enough time to get involved, or if there are questions 
about SAB, colitact Urick at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext 418. 

• 

• 
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Beach Patrol hiring 
The Galveston County Sheriff Department Beach 

Patrol is accepting applicatiOns for the position of Beach 
Lifeguard I. 

If you are at least 17 years old. have a good swim
ming background and are in good· physical condition. call 
the Beach Patrol Office at (409) 766-2310 or 766-2331. 

A Beach Patrol supervisor will be stationed at the 
College of Lhe Mainland Student Center Tuesday, Feb. 
18, 11 a.m. to l p.m. 

Library adds hours 
You'll be happy to know that since Feb. 8, lhe Col

lege of the Mainland Library has been open Saturdays 
from 9 a.m. to l p.m. 

April talent show set 
The College of the Mainland Vocal Club is spon

soring a 1llltnl show April 25 at 8 p.m. COM Vocal 
Club President Chris DeMont said. "It's a multi-variety 
talent extravaganza involving local talent plus neighbor
ing high schools and colleges." 

Vocalists, bands, comedians and any other forms of 
entertainers are welcome to attend. Auditions are April 2 
from 7 to 10 p.m. and April 3 from 2 to 5 p.m. in the 
Fine Arts Building, Room F-117. For more information 
contact DeMont al (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991 
Ext. 348 or Ext. 200. 

CAVE now relocated 
By CHRIS PETERS 
Staff Reporter 

Are you having problems in English1 When it 
comes to papers, do you find yourself in the dark? If so, 
head for the light in the College of the Mainland CA VE: 
The Center for Academic and Vocational Enrichment 

The CA VE is offered to any student with an English 
problem. Whether it be with an English class or a prob
lem with a paper for some other class, the CA VE in
structors will help you. 

CA VE has been a successful resource for students, 
and the CA VE instructors are happy with the progress 
students who seek their assistance have made, said san
dra Evans, director of the Learning Assistance Center, lo 
which CA VE has been moved. 

CA VE, which formerly was located on the mezza
nine of the Resource Leaming Center Library, is now in 
the LAC, Room L-248. 

The reason for the move is to benefit both instruc
tors and students, Evans said. 

The insttuctors will now be closer to their offices, 
giving them easier access to dteir materials. For the sru
dents the computers in the center will help them with 
grammar. Anything the instructor or student needs will 
be available without many interruptions, E".ans stressed. 
After all it is a learning center. 

Instead of making an appointment to see your in
structor in his office, why not go see any one of the six 
English insttuctors who may be available at a tilllt" con
venient for you. 

Another good point of the CA VE is its leisure at
mosphere, Evans said It gets away from the office sirua
tion. Think about it, this takes away some of the pres
sure of having to go one on one with your instructor. 

Although it's not required, instructors do keep track 
of who seeks their help in CA VE, Evans Slated. 

The insbuetors who are available and their times and 
days are as follows: Jo Ann Pevoto, Mondays from 9:30 
to 10:50 a.m.: Brenda Brown, Mondays 11 a.m. to 
!IOOII: Thomas Carter, Tuesdays from 9:30 to 10:50 
a.m.; Ouida Sanmann, Tuesdays from 11 am. to 12:20 
p.m. Brett Jarrett is available Tuesdays through Thurs
days from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m., and on Monday nights 
Perle Dumas is in tho CA VE from 5 to 8 p.m. 

• • 
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In a private reading, COM political science instructor 
Jim Finley dramatizes some of bis fiction that he read 
to an ......,_ of 100 plus Feb. 13 in Ille .LRC Audito
rium. ll'hoto by )aiiinCimlrell) 

Finley presents his 
fiction to audience 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Co-assistant Editor 

Many people have dreams of becoming a writer 
when they grow up. Jim Finley, a political science and 
govemmen, teacher at College of the Mainland, made his 
dreams come true and has had many of his short stories 
published over the last seven years. 

On lhe evening ofFeb.13, Finley presented a public 
reading of three of his latest stories in the Leaming Re
source Center Auditorium. He read to an audience of 100 
plus throe of his latest works: "Leaving On The Wind," 
"Love Gift" and "Family." 

"Leaving On the Wind" is about how the relation
ships of three childhood friends change after Lhey return · 
from Vietnam and find the small town in which t.hey 
grew up almost disintegrated. 

"Love Gift" telJs of a young rebel who is not ac
cepted by his family. His mother turns to religion to try 
to help her son, but learns she is powerless and that her 
faith won't change him. 

Finally, "Family" carries a theme of how people's 
lives are affected by circumsW1ces beyond their control. 
The main character's life goes through many changes af
ter his father's death and the controversy surrounding his 
uncle's wreck with James Dean, a famous actor at the 
time. 

Since 1962 Finley has taught politics in classrooms 
at universities such as Mississippi State University in 
Starkville, Miss .• University of Houston and Texas 
A&M University in College Station. He finally decided 
to settle down and became a permanent instructor at 
COM in swnmer 1971. 

Although Finley minored in English at Mississippi 

~ Program Pall' 7 

CAN Plan aids student transfers 
By RODNEY CONLEY 

Managing Editor 

Students with goals of moving on to four-year uni
versities after the initial two years of community college 
may feel the process of transfeaing an awkward or con
fusing one. 

College of the Mainland has developed a program 
called the Career Achievement Network ]:>Ian which will 
help students overcome the awkwardness and confusion. 

The purpose of the program is to provide scholar
ships and supportive activities lo students who are inter
ested in, are thinking of. or simply may not know dte 

See Instructor's Page 7 

I 
COM Library Circulation SupervOOI' Tillie Henson points to the Black History Month display she and Dr. Lee 
McGriggs, COM social science instructor, put up in the library foyer. Clockwise from left are students Sabrina 
Smith, Debra Hodge, Sam Marcuccia, Melis.ffl Clingan and Becky Strom. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

February focuses on black history 
, 

By MELANI THOMPSON 
Staff Reporter 

Have you noticed the new display in the College of 
the Mainland Library foyer? Tillie Henson, library circu
lation supervisor, has chosen to feature black businesses 

in the area as a tribute to Black History Month. 
The display is a combined effort of Henson and Dr. 

Lee McGriggs, who teaches Social Science classes. 
"We were trying to find something that people can 

relate to widt the economy being so bad," Henson ex-

See Black Page ~ 

COM mourns costume designer · 
By ltODNEY CONLEY . . • 
Muraiag E4ber 
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What's Happening 
New art gallery exhibit 

The COM Art Gallery has a new exhibit: the New 
L. A. Abstractio11. It opened April 23 with a lecture 
from guest speaker Joni Gordon. The exhibit will run 
through May 29. Call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-
3991, Ext. 348 Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
for a key to enter the gallery. 

Kirby scholarships 
The Kirby Company, manufacturer of home care 

systems, is continuing its annual College Scholarship 
Program, "Making the Grade." Funded jointly by inde
pendent distribulOrs, divisional supervisors and The Kir
by Company, the scholarships range from $250 to 
$1,000. 

Designed to give college students a realistic alterna
tive to dead-end summer jobs, the program emphasizes 
time management, communication skills and profession
alism in an actuaJ business setting. Participants work as 
full-time and pan-time independent Kirby dealers during 
June, July and August, competing for monthly scholar
ships based on sales perfonnance. 

COM art instructor Carter Ernst's Design II students have been working to decorate the above Mazda for the 
Houston Festival parade held May 2. Their entry, Playing with a full deck •.. Not!,~ decorated with playing cards 
among other things. Student Krystl Richardson hugs the stuffed rat used as a hood ornament, while Ernst looks on 
and student Alice Yanasak puts finishing touches to two "rolls of money" mounted on top of the car. 

For more information, contact your local authorized 
Kirby distributor or call (216) 228-2400 or write the Kir
by Company, 1920 West 114th St., Cleveland, OH 
44102-2391. 

(Photo by Brandon Williams) Bass also wins 'Griz' 
!~!.~~COM wins ano!~~~ngTIPA award Eckert faculty award 
THOMPSON Continued from Paue I 

Barrera, excited to learn the three had won the award ~ 
Staff Reporter said: "I think it's great. We deserved it,. ' thought any instructor at COM could have received it 

College of the 
Mainland's student publi
cation, InterCOM, re
ceived a third-place award 
for newspaper news page 
design in the Texas Inter
collegiate Press Associa
tion Competition for 
1991. The award was an
nounced at the awards 
banquet held in Arling
Lon April 11. This is the 
seventh TIP A award / n
te rCO M has won since 
1987 when the paper's 
adviser, Astrid H. Low
ery, first entered it in the 
yearly compeJ.ition. 

The winning news 
page was a new design 
first used on the front 
page of the March 1991 
issue, which lnterCOM 
is still using. TIPA se
lected it as third best out 
of more than 60 entries. 

"We worked really 
hard," said Penny Barre
ra, managing editor dur
ing the spring of 1991. 
"It's a great look, some
thing we risked doing." 

Recipients of the 
award are Barrera, Dale 
Dimitri, assistant editor 
spring 1991, and spring 
1991 staff reporter 
Thomas Overbeck, who 
did the graphic design 
work in the graphic arts 
lab in the Techincal Edu-

Penny Barrera 

Dale Dimitri 

Thomas Overbeck 

Dimitri, who attended the conference with Sam--..-="'11'-'want to thank-the students.!!_ Bass said, "ana rec-
Houston State University in Huntsville where he is a ognize the other teachers in the school and especially 
journalism major, said in a telephone interview: "WeH, those in my department, social sciences." 

I'm excited and pl~ed. I was very surprised when they Bass also won one of the Humanhood Through 
called out our names. lmerCOM gave me a great launch Brotherhood Awards:- the H.K. "Griz" Eckert Award, 
pad." About winning he went on to say, "l was sur- which is presented to an outstanding faculty member 
prised, but not too surprised. I knew the work we put each year. The award is voted on by the Citizens Adviso-
out is of very high quality." ry Council. which is made up of people from the com-

Overbeck simply said, "I'm about as thrilled as any- munity around the college. 
body." N . ommecs for the Outstanding Teacher Award were 

Thelnte,COM staff had used the same front page de-
sign for 3 l/1 years, beginning in Octobc.r 1987. "We selected by students submiuing ballots in the appointed 
felt it was about time for a change," Lowery said. boxes during the week of March 23. Ballots had space 

for comments and required signatures to eliminate ballot 
Last year, InterCOM won a first-place award for ii- stuffing problems. 

lustration. Jesse Jost, a spring 1990 co-editor, drew a 
piclure to illustrate his editorial on conservation and ma* Finalists for the award were chosen by a student se~ 
terialism in the March/April 1990 issue. Another past lection committee. Members of the committee observed 
first-place award went to spring 1989 editor, Stacy Gil- _ classes conducted by the finalists and distributed ques-
bert, for best headline. tionnaircs to those students. In choosing the winner, the 

TIPA presents awards in three divisions, each repre- committee also took into consideration the comrh.ents 
senting a different enrollment level. Each division has 26 written about the instructors. 
categories. COM competed in Division 3, for s.:hools When contacled about being one of the finalists, 
with a credit enrollment of 3,000 or less. Bass, in his fourth year at COM, said: "It's a humbling 

TIPA began in 1909 as a conference/contest for a experience. It's definitely an honor that the students look 
few students from some Texas colleges and universities at you in that regard. Alld it's almost embarrassing be~ 
according to the TIPA handbook. TIPA has produced cause there arc so many teachers who are outstanding 
several notable newspeoplc: Dan Ralher graduated from teachers, and there are only four nominees out of 75 or 

Sam Houston State University in Huntsville, Sam Do- so teachers." 
naJdson graduated from University of Texas-El Paso and When asked how she felt about being nominated. 
former President Lyndon B. Johnson graduated South- Ringhoff said: "It's a great honor. T.here's nothing better 
west Texas State University in San Marcos. All are Tex- than getting recognized for doing something you love." 
as student media alumnus. This semes~ will be Ringhoffs third year at COM. 

COM graduation 
Commencement exercises will take place at La 

MafH_ue High School May 8 at 7 p.m. Students and 
faculty will line up at 6:45 p.m. 

Dr. Ralph Wayne Houston, professor of microbi
ology at University of Texas Medical Brance in 
Galveston, will be the graduation speaker. 

Everyone is cordially invited to attend. 

Twenty-year COM veteran, Wennagcl felt "great, 
wonderful, honored and exuberant!" He added, "I've been 
here 20 years. It's the first time I've been nominated." 

Smith, a member of the original faculty at COM, 
said: "It's a real honor that the students think enough of 
me lo nominate me. Awards are nice, but this one is 
generated from the grassroots, the students. They've al
ways been supportive of me, and I appreciate them. 
There are a lot of good teachers and being picked as one 
of most outstanding is great. I lobk at it in that spirit." 

' 

.. 
Do you know where your car is? 

See Car Theft Story Page 3 

How private is your private life? 
See Pages 4 and 5 to find out 

What else is going on in music today? 
See Alternative Mmic Pages 8 and !) 
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Rev. Miguel D'E.scoto, former Nicaraguan foreign 
minister, speaks to an audience or about 100 at COM 
April 21 outlining his dissatisfaction with the United 
States' handling or bis country's affairs. 

(Photo by Julie Sckittooe) 

Nicaraguan attacks U.S. policy 
By BRANDON WILLIAMS "America is the most wasteful country in the 
Starr Reporter world," he said. "In fact, they are more of a threat than a 

help." 

The Rev. Miguel D'Escoto, the former Nicaraguan 
foreign minister, spoke to a crowd of roughly JOO at 
College of the Mainland on the morning of April 21. 

Rev. D'Escoto drew comparisons of America to the 
Roman Empire and how the Romans became complacent 
and eventually wilted into decay. 

Rev. D'Escoto's title might be falher, but his sting
ing criticism of the United States was anything but 
pricstlikc; in his speech, which lasted more than an 
hour, Rev. D'Escoto bat1,ered American policies in a way 
that would've made Japan blush in envy. 

The priest's accomplishments speak for themselves. 
He earned a master's degree from the Columbia School 
of Journalism in New York and ·a masters' degree from 
Maryknoll Seminary, Maryknoll, NY. and has been the 

See Guest Page 11 

Al Bass named Outstanding Teacher 
By KIM MITCHELL 
Staff Reporter 

The four finalists for the 1992 Outstanding Teacher Award were an
nounced April 13. The finalists were: Al Bass, physical education instruc
tor; Margaret Ringhoff, biology instructor; Larry Smith, history instructor 
and Outstanding Teacher of 1988; and Bob Wennagel, accounting and busi
ness law instructor. 

The winner of the award was announced at the College of the Main
land Employee Recognition Dinner held May 1 at the South Shore Harbor 
Conference Center in Clem Lake. Dr. Donald Bass, dean of Instruction and 
Student Development, presented lhis year's award to Al Bass. 

After accepting the award, Bass said he was embarrassed because he 

See Bass Page 11 Al Bass 

COM silver anniversary celebrations planned 
By JEFF KENNEDY 
Staff Reporter 

Happy Birthday, College of the Mainland! COM is 
celebrating its 25th year of existence during the 1992-93 
school year with a host of special events. 

A 21-member committee of COM employees from 
every building has been planning and developing the sil
ver anniversary celebration. 

An employee contest was held to find a tag line 
(slogan) for the anniversary. The winner was math in
structor Dr. Ali Ravandi With the submission, "Building 
Futures for a Changing World." 

Some of the events planned include a special Fall 
'92 convocation with a guest speaker to kick off the aca
demic anniversary year, an open house in October featur
ing a contest with door prizes and a grand prize trip for 
two, a writing contest for elementary and high school 
students on what COM will be like in future anniversary 
years, and a photo contest with a campus life motif. The 
best photo will receive a $100 award. Second and third 
places may receive some special prizes from Kodak or 
Fuji. 

The silver anniversary theme will be attaChed to the 
year's tennis and racquetball tournaments and the fun 
runs held at the college. The Dance for Your Heart event 

COM campus grieves counselor's death 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Assistant Editor 

Dr. Chester Stout, a counselor at College of the Mainland, died Mon* 
day, April 6, at Humana Hospital*Oear Lake. 

Visitation was April 7 at James Crowder Funeral Home in Texas 
City; fu?eral services wer~ held the following day at University Baptist 
Church m Clear Lake City, followed by burial in Dickinson Cemetery in 
Dickinson. 

Considered a vital part of the COM Counseling Department, Dr. 
Stout worked hard for many years helping students plan course studies and 
with their personal problems. 

Dr. Stout was born in Galveston March 5, 1942, and graduated from 
La Marque High School. 

He graduated from the University of Texas in 1970 with a bachelor's 
See Stout Page-11 

• 

• 

Dr. Chester C. Stout 

• 

• 

will also carry the silver anniversary theme. 
Silver certificates will be awarded to the winners of 

these events along with the usual trophies. 
An Employee Recognition Dinner, the second event 

of the 25th anniversary celebration, was held at South 
Shore Harboc on Friday, May 1. 

The Galveston Daily News and the Texas City Sun 
printed a tabloid on Sunday, May 3, and sent it to 
40,000 homes at no cost to COM. It covered the 25th 
anniversary of COM and GaJveston College. 

,When talks of fanning a junior college in GaJveston 
County began, a conflict arose between Galveston Island 
and the mainland on school location and desired curricu
lum, according to the COM 20th Anniversary Report 
booklet. The conflict led to a de-annexation. of the 
Galveston School District. and on Dec. 10, 1966, the 
voters of the mainland part of Galveston County ap
proved a bond issue for junior college support. 

The COM Board of Trustees elocted Dr. Herbert F. 
Stallworth to serve as COM's first president, and COM's 
first" Administration Building" was set up in an office at 
the Bank of La Marque. The board chose Dr. Stallworth 
as president because he had proven himself in the devel
opment of two other colleges according to a "COM In
stitutional Self Study" published in 1983. 

' See COM Page 11 

InterCOM wins 
TIPAaward 
See lnterCOM Page 12 ror details 
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Editorials/News 
COM students flock to 
Spring Fever Dance 
By MELANI THOMPSON 
Staff Reporter 

It was a cool spring night. The srars were out I 
walked into the hotel and went straight to the Spring Fe
ver Dance. 

• The Student Activities Board sponsored College of 
the Mainland's spring dance al the Hotel Galvez in 
Galveston April 3. Approximarely 200 people atrended. 

To carry out the Spring Fever: A Night Under the 
Stars theme, the decorations were balloons. some with 
stars, stars hanging from the ceiling over the dance floor 
and fishbowls wirh candles in them. 

Refreshments for the dance were provided by the ho
rel and included a vegelable tray, a fruit tray, finger sand
wiches, egg rolls, cheese, crackers and chicken wings. 
Coke, Sprire and other soft drinks were available. Mixed 
drinks, beer and other alcoholic beverages were available 
for purchase. 

Music for the dance was provided by Mike's Mobile 
Music. Mike played everything from Nirvana to Garth 
Brooks. Early in the evening, the dance floor was empty, 
so to break the ice, SAB members got up and danced. 
Then other people joined in. From then on, during some 
songs, the dance floor was packed, while during others it 
was nearly bare. 

Sevaal faculty and staff members attended the dance. 

COM students John Garza and Andrea Medellin dance to tunes played by Mike's Mobile Music at the COM Spring 
Fever Dance held at the Hotel Galvez in Galveston April 3. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Among them were math instructor Michael Judge, eco~ 
nomics instructor Bob Young. biology instructor 
Emmeline Dodd. COM police officer Matthew Clausen, 

physical education secretary Glenda Rebstock, financial 
services secretary Hilda Jones and COM Press secretary 
Terri Cornelius. 

Students respond to survey about food services 
By MELANI THOMPSON 
Starr Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Activity 
Council conducted a food survey in the Student Cent.er 
during the secood week of April. One-hundred fifty-one 
people replied. 

The fill-in blanks on the survey allowed respondents 
to indicate whether they were students, employees, other, 
or student employees. Other qu~tions asked what people 
were willing to pay for meals, and how many times per 
week they at.e in the cafeteria or from vending machin~. 
They also were asked to rate the quality of food from 
J)O(K to excellent and to rate the cafeteria services, on the 
same scale, and whether they considexed the present cafe
teria hours (Monday-Thursday 8 a. m. 10 8 p.m. and Fri-

• 

~lnlerCOM 
Auisu.n, Editor JafOn Canlrdl 

- - ---- -----

si.°!". 1:'iit~ Belh1da WIIIWIII 

STA.FF REPORTERS 
><IKmMdy 
Kirn Mitchell. 
Jams Mullins 
Oui.tPeun 
O.wnR\ll'll'C.t 
Julie Sclciwne 
Melani Thcmp&ar1 
Brandoo Williams 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 
Julie Schuax: 
Melani TIKifflJJIOO 
Belinda W'illiaml 

TYPESETTER -INTERCOM ADVISER 
Astrid ll Laweey 

-.a»#,&T-~-------.-lo..-1'1"-,,-
-.tC...,..t .. - ; l:l!II---; T-.OIIJ, ,._ ffHI; flllltJll·1211. • 
(Tll) :aa.ttH,lla'1'-~olllM-lla-~CW-,-· --------.. -.-.-...... -. ....... -.---v--

• 

day 8 a. m. to I p. m.) to be satisfactory. A final ques
tion asked. "What would the food service have to do "in 
order for you to patronize the cafeteria and/or vending 
machines?" 

The average amount of people are willing to pay for 
breakfast, lunch and dinner are $3.22, $3.60 and $3.75 
respectively. The average number of times per week stu
dents eat in the cafeteria are three, while average trips to 
the vending machines are four. 

The quality of the food from the cafereria and the 
quality of the food from the vending machines was rated 
poor(!), average (2), good (3) or excellent (4). The cafe
teria averaged. a score of 1.94 while the vending ma
chines received a 291. 

Service in the cafeteria and service from the vending 
machines was 1.82 for the cafeteria and the vending ma-

chine average was 2.47. 
Cafeteria hours were sati<fad()[)'. to 19.3 pen:ent of 

the people who answered the question, 19.3 percent said 
they were unsatisfactory and 2 percent did not answer. 

In response to the final question, about what the 
food service could do to improve, the majority of the 
complaints were that the prices of the food were too high 
and the attirudes of the employees needed to improve. 

Some of the comments were: 
"I fe.el the cafeteria st.aff is friendly and care about 

what they serve to U"!eir customers. They know me by 
name." 

"I think maybe they should open lunch at 10:30 
a.m. instead of 11 a.m. because so many people hate to 
wait." 

"The prices are way too high." 

Fire academy members graduate 
By BELINDA WILLIAMS 
Sports Editor 

College of the Mainland's evening-class fire acade
my cadets participated in graduation ceremonies Friday, 
April 24. Day-class cadets graduated Saturday, April 25. 
The graduations were held in the Leaming Resource C.en~ 

ter Auditorium. 
The evening class consisted of 12 men and one 

woman;16men and one woman made up the day class. 
Donna Stroud was the president of the evening chw 

and Michael Comitius was the president of the day class. 
Both gave a brief speech about the fire academy." 

Stroud also was presented. a plaque for the most im
proved srudenL 

"I really enjoyed the academy; I am going to miss it 
and all the instructors, they were great," Stroud ex
plained. "I had originally wanted 10 go to Houston Com
munity College for fire training, but they dropped the 
course. I ende.d. up enrolling in the COM academy and , 
thought it was not going to be very good, but it tµmed_ 

• 

• 

I 
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out to be a great academy. 
The frre rechnology program is under the direction 

of Jon Le.acroy, Who has been in the fire service since 
1978. "I was very proud of all of them; they have all 
worked very hard," uacroy said. 

Most of the cadets in the academy are volunteer fire
men in their communities. 

Evening classes take approximately eight months to 
complete and the day classes take about four. Evening 
classes are held from 6-10 p.m. Monday, Wedneclay and 
Friday and from 8 a.m.- 5 p.m. on Saturday. Day classes 
are held Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 8 p.m.- 5 
p.m. 

Not only do the cadets learn fire training, but they 
also go through emergency medical training. Upon 
completion of the course, the cadets become eligible for 
certification by the stat.e. Many cities require comp1etion 
of the fire academy for firefighrers seeking employment 

Afrer each ceremony graduates, their families and 
friends were served cake, punch and coffee in the Student 
Cenrer. 

• 

Students, faculty and staff enjoy stroUing one of the walkways constructed last sum.mer. (Photo by Chris PetetS) 

COM plans events. for anniversary 
.:;ontinued from page >------------ ings. Construction was completed on the Fine Arts Build-

The board also appointed Dr. Fred A. Taylor, former ing, the Student Center and the Physical Education 
director of adult education at Del Mar College in Corpus Complex four years later. 
Christi, as dean of Instruction, according to the COM In a guest editorial submitted to The Galveston Dai-
20th Anniversary Report. ly News, President Stanley said, "] believe we have made 

COM's first fall semester began Sept. 14, 1967, a measurable difference in our community over the 25 
with 414 students attending 94 classes iri 14 classrooms years of our existence. But I am also convinced the best 
a\ the old Booker T. Washington High School in Texas is yet to come for College of the Mainland, as well as 
City. community colleges throughout the country." 

:--~:;=":"'~l'~e->a~lso!,2..;used~\!_JB~ar~bou~iprsLC~ ha!\lpe1!'.J,l .!\ac,iro~ ssi::th~e~s¥tr:!':ee~t~ __ JEi~·gg1h~t <1_tbe( elT]lll9yees, in l!{ldition to Dr. Bass. sull 
(from Washington kigb Scbool)." said Dr. Don Bass, work for the college. They are faculty members Michael 
COM's dean of Instruction and Student Services. Dr. Bordelon, Dr. Carolyn Hartnell, George Thomas, Larry 
Bass, who became dean March, 1985. was one of the Smith and Dr. Manuel Urbina; Division of Business 
original insttuctors al COM. NI came here as an English chairwoman, Dr. Dorothy E. McNutt; senior secretary, 
reacher in 1967. I taught English, reading and speech." Dorothy Cathcart; director of Continuing Education, 

COM moved to its present facilities on March 21, Rohen Shinn. 
1970, according to the COM 20th Anniversary Report. Any ideas or suggestions for the coming events will 
The campus consisted of the Leaming Resource Center, be appreciared. Contact Mary Danaczko at (409) 938-
the Administration, Math-Science and Technical- 1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 438, or the person repre-
Vocational (now named Technical Educational) build- senting your building. 

Stout remembered by COM faculty 
Continued from page >-----------
degree in psychology and was hired at COM in the coun-
seling depanmenL ' 

He worked at COM while he finished earning his 
doctorate in counseling psychology. He became a full· 
time counselor at COM in 1975. 

Dr. Stout. who lived in Clear lake for 22 years, is 
survived by his wife Claire and twin sons, Peter and Pa
trick. 

"He loved his job and did all he could do to help stu· 
dents with their problems," said Dr. Don Bass, dean of 
Instruction and Student DevelopmenL 

Dr. Bob Johnston, COM director of Admissions and 
Records/ Registrar, stated "He was a friend to some and 
to me be was much more than that 

"He was one person that I shared my thoughts with 
and he understood me and I understood him. I guess he 
was the closest thing I had to a best friend. He will sure
ly be missed." 

Dr. Bill Spillar, chairman of the Division of Ans 
and Hwnanities, who thought of Dr. Stout as a good 
friend described him as being an outrageous person ·and 
wrote of an experience he had with him while they were 
out of 10wn. 

They went to a meeting with Bonnie Longion, a 
former COM reading instructor, and Dr. Janith Srephen
son, a COM reading instructor. In the morning Longion 

' . . . ,• . . . . . ' .. . . .. ' . ' ; . 

' 

and Dr. Srepbenson called and 10ld Dr. Spillar that they 
had had coffee sent up and they would be right over . 

Dr. Spillar wrore, "Chester realized they were play
ing a joke on us by coming over at 6 a.m. in the morn
ing, and he decided to play a joke back on them. 

"He bounded out of bed and started to furiously 
make up his bed," Dr. Spillar wrote. "And after room 
service had already brought up the coffee and Janith and 
Bonnie showed, Bonnie demanded to know where Ches
ler had slept.·· 

Dr. SpiHar wrot.e that at this point Dr. Stout simply 
pointed at him (Dr. Spillar) where he was still lying in 
bed 

"There was a .good deal more interchange between 
them; he had made his poinl. Bonnie still wonders about 
us," Dr. Spillar wrote. "She hasn't called; probably be
causeshe doe'n't know if I've lost a lover or a friend." 

. Dr. Tony Ffeiffer put some thoughts on paper after 
Dr. StoUt'S death. One phrase reads, "No more elegant 
suits; wry, boyish grins; studied wisdom; well-spun 
phrases; twisted, barbed observations and humor, ex~ 
of food and drink; finely honed ironies; and all; and on 
and on. 

"You cons pi.red to blow your heart. You came as 
close as humanly possible to exploding. You wanted it 
that way-- one last flash and oul" 

• 

• 
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Guest speaker talks 
about U.S. troubles 
Continued from page ,_ _________ _ 

recipient of numerous awards for his efforts toward 
peace. As foreign minister in I 979-80, he helped usher 
Nicaragua into a new beginning after the fall of the long
time Som om family dynasty. 

Currently working to improve the living standards 
in his country, Rev. D'Escoto talked at great lengths on 
how the U.S. policy toward Nicaragua brought about al0 

most 70 years of heartache for his countrymen. 
Among his primary targets were former president 

Ronald Reagan and i.-.:umbent George Bush. 
"Your presidents are the most deceitful people," 

Rev. D'Escoto said with full reference to Reagan and 
Bush. 

He explained how the American government allied 
itself with Louis Anastasio Somoza De bayle policies 
over the course of his rule. In the process, roughly 20 
percent of their population was extenninated - a vast ma~ 
jority due to American assistance. 

"Your country can pick some real winners. N Rev. 
D'Escoto said san:astically. 

He continued to say how the human race, despile all 
its advances in technology. will ultimately fail the 
course of nature. 

"We are the only creatures that will not achieve suc
cess by living out the rules of nature," he said. '"We have 
become a people suffering from the hardening of the 
heart." 

Anotlier ·df the points Rev. D'Escoto touched on 
was how ~ghly 60 to 70 million people die each year 
due to uninstitutionalized violence; these people, particu
larly a vast nwnber of his countrymen, die due to hunger 
and sickness - two things Rev. D'Escoto felt could be 
aued. 

The priest theorized that America owed Nicaragua 
$17 ~-~ th# Niroragna IOlll<.lbe.llS. 
to the World Court. adding that "America got the biggest 
reprimand ever given by the coort." 

Concentrate! Concentrate! 

COM student Stephen Cochran of Dickinson 
studies on the mez:zanine or the Learning Re
source Center Library for a test in a pre-calculus 
class he is taking rrom Leslie Richardson. 

(Photo by Belinda Williams) 
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Interviews/Features 
COM student wins poetry contest 
By RODNEY CONLEY 
Managing Editor 

RecenUy College of the Mainland studenl Nonna l. 
Raven was notified by mail that a poem she had wriuen 
and entered inlO the North American Open Poetry Con
test will be published by the National Library of Poetry 
in a deluxe, hardbound anthology called A View From 
the Edge. 

"I was surprised to find out," Raven said. The con
test was advertised in the October 1991 iS!Ue of Inter
COM and was open to any poet, whether p~viously 
published or noL • 

Originally from Marac.aibo, Venezuela, Raven came 
to the United States for economic reasons in 1990. She 
stated that Venezuela is sometimes called "the door of 

COM student Norma Raven was recently notirled that 
her poem, "Just One Love," is tq be included in the 
National Library of Poetry anthology,A Vitw From the 
Edge. Raven, a native of Venezuela, wrote the poem in 
honor of her mother. Raven came to the United States 
in 1990. (Photo by Melani Thompson) 

South America" because it's at the north end of that con
tinent. The Gulf of Venezuela is on the country's north
west side and is an inlet of the Caribbean. 

A friend of Raven's living in this area recommended 
it as a good spot to live. Once here she decided ID enroll 
in COM after receiving the college catalogue in the 
mail. She has been a student at COM for five semesters 
and cU1TCnUy is the president of the COM Amigos Club. 

Raven definitely fits the description of a "hopeless 
romantic." She mentions her love of life, people and 
even the good or bad weather. She also seems to cele
brate life by not letting petty things get her down. 
"When you're mad you have no time to see the finer 
things. You just keep going on past them .. " Raven said. 

She likes to write and uses her writing as a fonn of 
expression. "Poetry is a way to bring out emotions and 
feelings," Raven said. "I function best by writing." 

Raven has been writing poetry since she was in 
high school. This is the first poem she has written in 
English. Her other poems are in Spanish. 

The poem which won is called "Just One Love" and 
is about her mother. The last verse reads: 

1bere are no distances between her and I. 
There is a peace this world cannot bother. 
There is no word in my mind to describe 
the only and purest love I devote to my Mother. 

"My mother is very close to me (even though she is 
in Venezuela)," Raven said. "Every time I write to her I 
send a poem." 

Raven's brother died 13 years ago and each year on 
the anniversary of his death she sends a poem, which her 
mother then has printed in Panorama, the local newspa
per in Maracaibo. 

Having her poem published in A View From the 
Edge is "an exciting experience," Raven said. It seems 
that in her native country men get things published more 
easily and more frequently than do women. 

Raven enjoys this new honor and says much of her 
encouragement has come from her close friends and her 
teachers including COM Division of Arts and Humani
ties instructors Sandra Evans, Roger Stallings and Tom
mie Frees. 

"They have truly helped me and I love them all." 

COM holds AIDS Awareness Seminar 
By KIM MITCHELL 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland held an AIDS Awareness 
Seminar in the Student Center, March 7. Ronald Gordon 
spoke only 10 minutes on AIDS, but handed out valua
ble information on defeating the AIDS virus. He spoke 
the rest of the session about the Muslim religion. 

In Washington D. C., 30 AIDS patients are being 
treated with low doses of Immunex, an African-developed 
AIDS treatment. according to The Final Call, a Chicago 
newspaper. Dr. Abdul Allin Muhammad, executive direc
tor of the Abundant Life Clinic, is ecstatic with the 
progress his patients have made. One patient, with full
blown AIDS, was experiencing weight loss, weakness, 
chronic diarrhea and a yeast infection in her throat that 
barely allowed her to eat. After a month's treatment with 
Immunex, Dr. Muhammad found she was 100 percent 
better. She's now enjoying a normal life. 

Immunex, a treatment containing human alpha in
terferon, was developed by the Nairobi-based company, 
Medikem, which had trouble obtaining Kemron, another 
AIDS fighting drug developed by the Kenya Medical Re
search Institution, according to Final Call. 

1be treatment. because of it's cost, is one of the ma
jor problems in dealing with AIDS. Normal treatment 
for ope year costs between $7,000 anc! $10,000: Howev- · · 

• 

er, Kemron and Immunex treatments cost between 
$1,000 and $1,600 for one year, according to Oct 7, 
I 991 issue of The Final Call. 

The Federal Food and Drug Administration still 
needs to approve the non-toxic treatments. The first 
group of patients to be treated with the non-toxic drug 
should be finished in May. Once the results are submit
ted to the FDA, it may be possible to distribute Kemron 
and Immuncx worldwide. 

Dr. Davy Keoch, head of the Kenya Medical Re
search Institute, noted in his interview with the Sept. 
30, 1991 The Final Call that some of the 795 original 
patients in the first test group in Kenya had ·sero
converled." Not only were they rid of AIDS symptoms, 
but they no longer had the AIDS virus. Sero-conversion, 
a highly criticized theory because it's such a rare occur
rence, is "the toLal reversal of a disease." Gordon, who 
held the seminar, told the audience emphatically: "This 
is serious (sere-conversion of AIDS). I thought I was 
reading it (the story in The Finill Cal() wrong." 

Dr. Muhammad said in his interview with The Final 
Call, "It's one thing to feel there is no real answer in 
tenns of treatment for AIDS, (but when you) come into 
the knowledge a vcry good treatment does exist in the 
world, then it is incumbent to find a way to deliver -that 
good news and good treabnent to those that desperately 
need it." 

• 
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Thieves heist car from COM Lot A 
By JULIE SCKITTONE 
Starr Reporter 

Imagine walking out to your car; as you reach for 
your keys, you sigh in relief that the day is over and all 
you can think about is going home. You reach the spot 
where you had parked your car earlier, but your car is 
gone! 

This is exactly what happened to Phil Johnson, head 
of media services at College of the Mainland. J9hnson's 
car was stolen from the parking lot directfy in front of 
the Student Center between 12: 10 p.m. and 5 p.m. on 
April 2. 

Johnson said he didn't see any reason for his '78 
Oldsmobiie ninety eight to be stolen other than "some
one must have just needed parts for an oldsmobile." 

That is in fact what was needed. The car was found 
in West Texas City, but it was stripped from the dash-

board to the front end, including the engine and all four 
wheels. "I can't believe anyone would want that car bad 
enough to take iton such a rainy day," replied Johnson. 

Reporting officer Guillermo Huerta told Johnson 
that nothing could be done until the car was found, Hu
erta said "The initial process in a case like this is to take 
the original report and tum it over to an area police de
partment." In this case it was turned over to the Hitch
cock police department 

Johnson also stated: "Something should be done to 
increase security or perhaps it has improved but I just 
didn't notice until something happened to me. I guess 
unless the thieves are caught in the act, they'll continue 
to get away scot free." 

In reference to the teli:phone theft in Suite B of the 
Leaming Resources Center reported in the March/April 
issue of InterCOM, the thieves apparently also got away 
scot free. The case, however, is still under investigation 
by the campus police. 

Crime up at COM during summer 
Chief Miller: Worst crimes at COM are those that go unreported 
By CHRIS PETERS 
Staff Reporter 

The worst crimes at College of the Maintand are the 
ones which go unreported. 

"If the students don't report a crime, how is security 
going to know there is a problem?" asked Howard Mill
er. chief of police at COM. 

"It doesn't matter how small or Jarge the crime is, it 
helps to let police know that one has been committed," 
Chief Miller said. "If the same crime is committed IO 
times and only one of the victims reports it, it is not 
considered a problem because people blew it off." 

Although Chief Miller does not consider vandalism 
a problem on campus, he did say it gets worse in the 
summer months when the high school students are at 
COM for summer school. "We find things such as racial 
slurs on the elevator floor and things ripped off the bath
room walls," the chief explained .. These senseless crimes 
take taxpayers money and COM manpower to fix. 

"If a man has to stop one job to clean off a wall it's 
a waste of time and energy," ChiefMil1er said disgus~-

ly. The chief emphasized the importance of reporting 
any crime because it is the only way to recognize a prob
lem. If a student or COM employee has a problem, he 
can reach the campus police from any phone on campus 
by dialing Ext 599, Chief Miller said. The campus po-

•• 

• 

lice are on call 24 hours a day. If a call has to be made 
from off campus, dial (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991 
before dialing the emergency extension. For non
emergencies call Ext 403. 

The largest problem cm campus is theft, Chief Mill
er said. And the most thefts occur in the gym locker 
room. "Don't ever leave valuables in those lockers," the 
chief stressed. "lt doesn't matter, locked or othefwise. 
I've seen holes cut in the steel cages." Chief Miller added 
that the items stolen most often seem to be checkbooks, 
jewlery and, "~ks are always coming up missing." 

One of the lesser offenses on campus is feeding the 
ducks, but this is not a humorous offense to the campus 
police. The chief explained if students feed the ducks on 
campus, the ducks wiJJ keep coming around the build
ings, making a mess on the walkways. Then someone 
has to come behind the ducks and clean up. 

Compared to other campuses Chief Miller has 
worked at, he feels this is a beautiful campus. He be
lieves that 98 percent of the students at COM are here 
for business: to study and learn and not cause trouble. 

"If people vandalize it takes their own tax dollars to 
fix (the propeny vandalized)," Chief Miller stressed. This 
is money out of the budget that some student might need 
for student aid. 

Chief Miller urges people to repon all crimes and to 
do so immediately. The emergency extension is 599 and 
the non-emergency ej\tension is 403. 

• 
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King verdict no excuse 
for killings, violence 

JULIE 
SCKITTONE 

No one ever said that justice is fair, and the cruel 
truth seems to be that justice is more implied than real. 
At least this seems to be the case with the not-guilty 
verdict rendered in the Rodney King/police trial. The 
Constitution guarantees justice, but what looks like jus
tice on paper may be morally unjust, and in the end a 
score will be settled if moral justice is not perceived. 

The not·guilty verdict caused a score-settling riot 
with people killed and property demolished in the streets 
of Los Angeles. The rest of the nation saw violence in 
Seattle, Wash., Las Vegas, and New York to name a 
few, and marches and protests in other areas. 

The May 4 issue of The Houston Post reported 48 
confirmed deaths, 2,000 injuries and 9,000 arrests. The 
rioling also resulted in 10,CXXJ buildings either looted or 
destroyed by fire. 

The firefighlers were faced with "amaruer" snipers as 
well as people wielding axes in attempts to halt them 
from extinguishing the blazes. 

The question of two wrongs making a right comes 
to mind. Let's face it, it was inevitable that some display 
of public action would be the result of the jury's flabber
gasting verdict However, the camagC that exploded 
over the next couple of days was definitely not a right! 

That the public is screaming for change is more 
than obvious now. Racial tensions have been smolder
ing all along; the Rodney King verdict simply fanned the 
embers into a raging fire, but the current situation needs 
to move from being a racial issue to being a human is
sue with justice accorded to all human beings. It's rather 
ironic that the beating that Rodney King suffered is the 
same beating inflicted on an innocent truck driver and 
two motorcyclists, one of which was killed and the other 
critically injured. 

Not to say that the jury's decision was by any 
means the right one (most people strongly feel that what 
was shown on Lhe video did not fit the jury's decision 
concerning the officers), but the way that people have 
been showing their disappointment only separates and 
destroys our American unity more than it helps resolve 
anything. 

One south central L.A. looter stated that he had hit a 
certain Korean liquor store just because the owner had 
once accused him of shoplifting and refused to sell him 
milk when he was,4 cents short. The man's comment 
was "I got my four cents." This shows how quickly the 
violence moved from being directly related to the King 
verdict, tq becoming an opponunity to "get back" at so
ciety. 

Looking at the media coverage of the carnage, one 
would get the impression of watching a Third World 
country (you know, one in which people with heavy¥· 
tillary think it's balanced to fight people with rocks) en
gulfod in their own civil war, except now it's happening 
in our own back yard. Some people have likened the de
struction in L.A. to the destruction of Kuwait City. 

The most ridiculous lhing about the destruction is 
that we are to blame. We are the culprits tearing our
selves apan from each other. Will we ever learn? Or arc 
we destined to forever blindly follow the bandwagon of 
mayhem that currently surrounds us? 

How do we explain this behavior to ourselves or, 
moreover, to out children? They probably don't under
stand it, and the sad ttuth is neither do we. 

If it hasn't gotten through to anyone yet, the simple 
fact is that the world is nc~ a perfect place. But it is what 
we make of it (for ourselves and for olhers) ... 'end of 
discussion. 
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Officer .Jose Villarreal, a member of the COM Campus Police, halts to talk to a student and to a COM 
maintenance worker. Villarreal is on one of the bicycles the police are using this summer to patrol the campus. 
The bikes give the officers more maneuverability to get into tight spots . (Photo by Melani Thompson) 

COM security starts new bike patrol 
By RODNEY CONLEY 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland Security Officer's 
Association is going to try a new approach to patrol
ling this summer semester. In fact COM students al
ready are starting to see the rather unusual sight of 
campus police deterring crime as they whiz around on 
bicycles. 

"During summer school there are many petty 
Lhcfts around the COM campus," COM cwnpus po
lice officer Jose Villarreal said. To combat this, the 
association decided to look into the current increase in 
bicycle law enforcement around the Uniled States. 

The association took three months to conceive 
this new plan contacting such community sponsor"' 

as Kmart, WalMart and Scars to obtain materials and 

gear needed, includin~ two Murray 12-speed bicycles, 

shons, helmets and othel' apparrel. 

"There are some places on campus we can't get 
into as easily as others," Villarreal stated. "To some 
places our patrol car and the carts are limited." 

With the bikes officers now have the advantage 
of being able to ride in between cars, to jump up onto 
sidewalks and lo have more overall speed and maneu
verability. "The bikes are also good low maintainance 
devices and they help the officer stay in shape," Vil
larreal addoo. 

The COM Police Officer's Association was 
formed two years ago and meets once a month. Villar
racl is the tteasurer and secretary and said that the as
sociation also is a Good News Committee that tries 
to help community non-profit organizations. 

Medic handles stress in Desert Storm 
Editor's Note: Arthur W. Fiedler, a student in Mary
lou Morrow's COMW 0360 writing improvement class, 
was asked to write an essay along with other class mem
bers on how to deal with stress. Fiedler wrote of his ex
perience as a medic in Operation Desert Storm, the war 
the United States fought with Iraq to free Kuwait begin
ning Jan. 15 1991. 

Fiedler was born May 21, 1963. After graduating 
from Heights Baptist Christian School in Texas City, he 
spent six years of active duty in the U.S. Navy as a 
medic. From 1987 to the present, he has beeia in the re
serve::, as a Navy medic. He is presently a pre-nursing 
student at College of the Mainland. 

Stress of the Desert 
It's 119 degrees and you have grit from the hot 

desert sand in your mouth. Your heartbeat pounds in 
your head. Your adrenal glands are working overtime. It's 
been 31 hours since you have so-called slept. Yes, the 
time has come that you prayed never would. The ground 

war has begun! You realize at any moment the cry "Med
ic!" may haunt your ears as it rings out. Has all of my 
medical ttaining paid off? Will I be able to hold out? 

These are some of the questions I asked myself Jan. 
15, 1991. This is how 1 handled the stress of Operation 
Desen~tonh. ' ' '' · ·' '· ' 

' ! j / ,' ! i l , • 
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Heat injuries were of the highest concern. Were my 
men drinking enough water? Will they allow troops time 
to rest? Can they get water to us if we run out? This fac
tor would come to be a daily worry. 

Gunshot wounds probably are the most feared injury 
I might encounter. To have someone depending on your 
ability to make a sp1it second decision is the wall be
tween life and death. So many of the Marines in our unit 
were very good friends of mine. They always seemed IO 

depend on "Doc." If I was OK they were OK. Even times 
when I was scared l didn't dare show it. I counted on 
them for protection. 

Last of all and the worst nightmare of any of t,he 
scenarios, was inability to medevac casualties. Things 
and circumstances change in hostile environments. You 
may find yourself the only chain in the evacuation plan. 
No medcvacs, doctors or help, just you. 

In closing, the way I tried to eliminate unforeseen 
stressful problems was to educate. What I mean by this 
was to educate the soldiers J would be supporting in 
first-aid, CPR and desert survival. I found this to be a 
great help in the stressful days of the war. I found any 
help was better Lhan none at all, and that made my job 
easier. Planning is the key to help eliminate stress. I 
hope_ you will take ~n thought these f~l:' so. yQu _may 
learn from situations that happened to me. · · 

• 

Your private life 
isn't that private 

By BELINDA WILLIAMS 
Sports Editor 

Do Uncle Sam, credit bureaus, banks, insurance 
companies or any other interested parties know more 
about your personal life than your own mother? You 
may think the answer is no, but it really could be yeS. 

Your private life may not be as private as you 
would like to think. More and more information is being 
gathered about people's personal lives and is being stored 
in a computer somewhere. Most adults have at one time 
or another, sought credit (or a credit card) or bought insu
rance, and if they have, Lhere probably are at least two 
dossiers with their names on them, according to an arti
cle written by Robert S: Boyd of the Wichita Eagle. 

Every time you use your credit card, dial an 800 or 
900 number, order from a catalog, buy or rent a car, re
serve a hotel room, or an airline ticket, visit a doctor or 
hospital, take out a mortgage, or engage in almost any 
transaction, you give out information about yourself. 

According to an anicle about privacy in Consumer 
Reports, May 1991, much of the most sensitive infor
mation about Americans resides at credit bureaus. The 
nation's credit bureaus keep files on nearly 90 percent of 
all American adults - anybody who ever buys something 
on credit. Credit granters, such as department stores, 
credit-card issuers and banks, repon the payment histo
ries of their customers to one or sevel'al credit bureaus. 

Each month creditors feed information about your 
payment history to one or more of the bureaus by com
puter. 

In a another article by Boyd for the St. ..Paul Pioneer 
Press, he quoted Rep. Clay Shaw, R-Aorida, saying at a 
congressional hearing on computel' threats to privacy, "I 
think the overwhelming majority of the American popu
lation would be absolutely shocked to know how much 
information is being gathered about them, and how free
ly this infonnation is available to those who seek to un
cover it." 

At the same hearing Boyd quoted Rep. Bob Wise, 
D-W . .Va., chairman of the House Subcommittee on 
Government lnfonnalibn saying, "ln the not-too-distant 
future, consumers face the prospect that a computt;r 
somewhere will compile a record about everything they 
purchase, every place they go and every thing they do. 
'Tm not Sure this is a vision of the future that will make 
most Americans feel comfortable." 

Did you know that every 10 years a U.S. Census is 
taken to find how our population has increased? Ameri
cans are asked to fill out a census form which asks ques
tions about race, marital status, rent, home value and 
size, and how many people live in one household. These 
questionnaires are·supposed to be kept confidential for 72 
yearn. 

If you don't like the government knowing all those 
things about you as a result of the census questionnaire, 
consider this: There is a federal law which says anyone 
refusing to answer the census will be fined a maximum 
of $100 and fined $500 for giving fal.se information. 

An article in the May 1991 Consumer Reports 
states that if you've ever applied for individual life, 
health or disability insurance, your insurer may have had 
you checkoo out with the Medical Infonnation Bureau in 
Westwood, Mass. 

The medical informal.ion is obtained. from public 
records and from doctors, with the written permi~ion of 
the insurance applicant The MIB keeps records on about 
15 million individuals and their medical conditions or 
other factors that could affe.ct their longevity. 

Modem technology has made it difficult to piotect 
your privacy; however, you can follow these basic steps 
enumerated in the Jan.20.1989, edition or Editorial Re-
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Alternative music 
rocks the nation 
Continued. from Page 8-----------
as these have given alternative music the boost it has 
needed to successfully enter the music industry. 

The Houston alternative scene 
A few bands in Houston have "gone big" becoming 

major recording artists. Among profesional bands that 
have gotten their start in Houston are King's X, The 
Awful Truth, The Galactic Cowboys and most recently 
dead horse. 

The Houston area has primarily five big clubs that 
host alternative music. The Vatican is considered the 
largest and most popular alternative club in Houston. 
The Axiom is an older alternative cleb that is smaller 
but just as popular. Fitzgerald's, a higher class club, is 
probably the most respectable alternative club in Hous
ton. When large-scale national acts come to Houston 
they can usually be seen at The Unicorn and Pik.'n'Pak 
hosts "death metal," the darker side of alternative music. 

These clubs, almost exclusively dedicated to alterna
tive music, are commonly referred to as "The Under
ground." The scene gets its nickname fri:,m the fact that 
most of these clubs and bands are far removed from 
mainstream/popular music, commonly called "cheese." · 

Another reason for the name The Underground is 
that few people know about i.t; as though it were hidden. 

One alte~ative club scene that is growing in Hous
ton is "death metal." Death metal is a brand of rock 'n' 
roll that uses ultra-heavy speed-metal rhythms to produce 
as much power and noise as possible. Joe Clatter, who 
is one of the editors of Rivethead an alternative news
weekly, also handles the booking of death metal alterna
tive bands all over Houston. 

The alternative scene is gammg in popularity 
among the youth of Houston and one of the main rea
sons for this is that the publication of newspapers, such 
as Rivethead and Public News, devoted exclusively to al· 
temati ve music and art. 

These newspapers give listings and advertisements 
for alternative bands and other artists, also. 

Not only is alternative music a big section in these 
newspapers, but alternative dance clubs, art galleries, and 
theaters are also represented in large numbers. 

The local alternative scene 

In and around the College of the Mainland's tax dis
trict many alternative bands have recently started up. 

In Galveston many clubs host not only talent from 
all over Texas, hilt the island also has some hometown 
heroes who are now invading the Houston thusic scene. 

Derelict Train, undeniably the most popular alterna
tive band in Galveston, has a large following after play
ing for more than a year at clubs and parties all ovel' the 
island. 

1he Immortal Skin Headress, Cartoon Monster and 
Priest Ivy are Texas City bands that have recently sprung 
up and have alternative variations in their music. 

Another Galveston band, Stone Logic, previously 
known as Mudbone Sugarfoot, has played the notorious 
club The Vatican in Houston. They will be playing The 
Axiom in Houston on May 14, along with local Texas 
City band Cartoon Monster. 
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Chris Boudreau, right, and Babette Jammer, both of La Marque, recently received.a Dumas Scholarship from COM 
President Larry L, Stanley. Boudreau is a businw administration major and Jammer is an office systems technology 
major. The scholarship is named in memory of the late Lu Ann Dumas, daughter of Rev. and Mrs. P.B. Dumas of 
Texas City. Mrs. Dumas is an adjunct faculty member in the humaninites department suite located in the LRC. 

More awareness of sexual ha.rassment now 
By KIM MITCHELL 
and JAMES MULLINS 
Staff Reporters 

Good old sex, what's wrong with that? Everything -
when it's unwelcome, especially at school or at work. 
Sexual harassment affects thousands of people in today's 
society. 

Sexual harassment is defined as an unwelcome sexu
al advance, request for sexual favors or other sexual con
duct, either verbal or physical under Title VII of the Fed
eral Rights Act of 1964, Section 703. 

"Lately it seems sexual harassment is more relevant 
since the Mike Tyson, Supreme Cowt Justice Clarence 
Thomas and William Kennedy Smith trials," said Al 
Bass, College of the Mainland physical education in
structor. However, this doesn't mean that sexual harass

. ment hasn't been prevalant in the past. 
"Dealing with what the definition of sexual harass

ment is, it seems that in the past, men have sexually ha
rassed women more than women harassed men, under
standing that for every 11 rapes only one is reponed,1' 
said Bob Young, COM economics instructor. 

Men are stereotyped as the individuals who do all 
the sexual harassing, but it's not true anymore; women 
sexually harass men as well according to The Big Pinch, 
a sexual harassment tape available in the COM Human 
Resources Department When men find themselves ha
rassed, most are too embarrassed or ashamed to admit it, 
so it goes unreponed, the film reveals. 

Natiorlal Student Services surveyed 8,523 federal 
employees about sexual harassment 1991. Of the women 
surveyed, 90 percent said they were harassed by touch
ing. As for the men, 85 percent of those surveyed said 
they also were harassed by touching. On the topic of ver-

ba1 abuse, 80 percent of the women and 65 percent of the 
men said they had been harassed that way. 

"There is a double standard in America and it's not 
fair," said Laura Winkler, COM senior records clerk. 
"Both sides, male and female, sexually harass, but only 
males are getting the blame. Society needs IO change its 
values because women are allowed a grearer freedom to 
assert themselves toward men." 

"When it comes to seXual harassment, everyone's 
lxmndaries are different," part-time COM developmental 
reading instructor Elaine Ruthven said. "There are a lot 
of misconceptions of what sexual harassment is. They 
need to know what their boundaries are, and they need to 
be assertive enough to protect their boundaries and defend 
their position." 

Many people consider sexual harassment to be in 
the eyes of the beholder. In Lewis Cairoll's Alice in 
Wonderland. Humpty Dumpty says to Alice "When I use 
a word, it means just what I choose it ·10 mean - neither 
more nor less." 

Alice says, "The question is whether you can make 
words mean so many different things." 

Humpty Dumpty answers, "The question is which 
is to be the master - that's alt'." 

Can sexual harassment be seen as a fonn of di.scrim· 
ination? 

"Sexual harassment is an insidious fonn of discrimi
nation," said Becky Jopes, ABE coordinator. "It can be 
very difficult to pin down concretely and deal with in a 
rational and ilssenive manner. Too many times it is tak· 
en as a personal problem as opposed to a societaJ prob
lem. Only if the changing times and myths continue to 
focus light on these unpleasant and unwelcomed situa
tions will their repetition cease and another break in the 
victim/aggressor will be established." 

August GOP convention job possibilities offered 
By JAsoN CANTRELL Houston. fore and after the GOP national convention. 
Assistant Editor They are looking for between 300 and 400 people Readhimer is a growing staffing agency in Haus-

Readhimer Staffing Services is looking for sum
mer help for the Republican National Convention 
that will be held in Houston from }\ug. 15-22. The 
c~nvention is bein~ held at ttie A~trodome and the 
GCOcgc·R. Brown Convention Center, both located in 

. ·.,•t, /'·< ·!. ~ 

' 

to work positions such as waiters/waitresses, food ton that works with many businesses and corpora-
runners, doormen, cooks, hosts/hostesses, bartenders lions in the Houston area 

and receptionists. They are especiaI1y interested in Anyone interested in finding work during the 
college 8ge students to fill these positions. summer or permanent work must apply at the Read-

Readhimer also is looking for he1p for other scr- himer office at 7634 Park Place in Houston, located 
, vicCs that it offers all :~.ve~ the Houston aJ"e81 ~th, J?e·- , .. ;.~ Hobby ';"!1J>Ol"L:-
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Features 

The COM Jazz Combo decided to practice outside of the Fine Arts Building April 28 "because it'ssucb a pretty 
day," trumpeteer Rob Alley said. Practicing, from left, are James Herrel on piano, Matt Crawford on drums, 
Alley on trumpet, Chris De Monton bass and director Sparky Koerner also on trumpet. 

(Photo by Robert Moore) 

Newborn ducklings rescued at COM 
By JULIE SCKITTONE 
Staff Repor~er 

A dramatic rescue took place in front of the Science 
Building at College of the Mainland on April 1. Three 
newborn ducklings were found trapped in an uncovered 
pipe emerging from the ground. 

Mel Sills, a secretary for the math/science lab, 
found the ducklings and called the maintenance staff for 
help after an unsuccessful rescue auempt. "We thought 
there was only one down in the pipe, but after the main
tenance staff brought a flashlight we discover~ there 
were three." 

After realizing that no one could possibly reach 
down the 3-inch wide by 4-feet deep drainage pipe, Ear
nest Messinger and Kenneth Lee, two of CO M's mainte
nance staff members, found a piece of PVC pipe and tied 
a loop on the end and eventually 1ifled the ducklings out. 

Margaret Ringhoff, a COM biology instructor, who 
arrived at the scene with her class said, "They must have 

been following each other and fallen in one after another; 
it's a miracle they were even found." 

Sills said, "The smallest of the ducklings was on 
the bottom of the pipe and we didn't think it was going 

to make it; luckily Kenneth got to it before it was too 
late." 

Among the class members at the scene of the rescue 
was Kelli Rambin, who jumped at the chance to take 
them home. Rambin kept them in her bathtub for about 
a week, but has since built them a cage. 

Rambin who lives on the water in Bayou Vista said: 
"They stay in the garage at night, and during the day 
they roam the yard. The ducks follow me everywhere 
now, but they won't go in the water unless I put them 
there." 

When asked what their names are, Rambin said they 
didn't have any, but Ringhoff suggested, "At least one 
should be called Jessica." (For baby Jessica who was res
cued from a empty well pipe in Midland in 1987.) 

Koerner: jazz ensemble performs well 
By JEFF KENNEDY 
Starr Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Jazz Ensemble featur
ing Sparky Koerner as conductor perfonned a free concert 
April 15 at8 p.m. It was held in theconcenhall,F-117, 
with approximately 50 people attending. 

The band went through a variety of jazz styles in
cluding big band, pop ballad, samba, calypso and the 
cool jazz style of the West Coast. Their set consisted of 
Ensemble varies over a wide range from 16-year
drummer Bobby Adams to newcomer Vladimir Burke, a 
native Russian .who has lived in America for four 
months and has been playing his tenor saxophone with 
the band for two months. 

The band started the night off with William Steg
meyer's "A Rocker for the Prez" and continued with a 
captivating rendition of "Latin Injection," an upbeat tune 
by Denis DiBlasio. The rest of the set consisted of John 
Green's ,"Body and Soul," "Coastin"' by Paul Baker, 
"Captain Sizzle" by Mark Taylor, Freddy Green's "Until 
I Met You (Comer Pocket)," "Passion Dance" by Jeff 
Jarvis, another piece by DiBlasio called "Give and Take," 
and the classic "Sweet Georgia Brown" by Ben Bernie. 

"I like.d 'Captain Sizzle,"' Koerner said. "I like sam
bas and this one has a lot of tight spots that I thought 

nine songs with a short intennission. 
"I liked the way we sounded tonig~t." KC>emer said. 

"We played the tight horn pieces well. Our dynamic con
trast was good." 

The band members' experience with the COM Jazz 
we played well." 

The COM Jazz Ensemble features Ron Bocek, Mi
chael Kulvicki, Burke, Oscar Pena and Fred Ware on sax
ophone; Ken Kirk, Rob Alley, Dogan Kartaltepe, Angi 
Kirk, Ted Williams and Mike Manering on trumpet; Bob 
MacWitliams. George Warren, Mike Charlston and Jere
my Hall on trombone; COM art instructor and Fine Arts 
Area Coordinator James Templer on guitar; Chris De
Mont on bass; Matt CraWford and COM music instruc
tor Adams on drums. 

"Some of our band members drive an hour every 
week for rehearsal," Koerner said. "They really love play
ing with us." 

The jazz ensemble, however, is in dire need of a pia
nist "The piano pieces are pretty challenging;' Koerner 
said. "A piano player will look at them and say 'Oh, I 
don't want to mess this up' and leave. The summer ses
sion is a good time 10 get your feet wet It's a short se
mester and you can come in and try it out." 

Anyone interested in playing with the COM Jazz 
Ensemtle .i;an.call Koerner a1 (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280:3991, Ext' 347. it is a one hourcreditcoune. 

• 
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Alternative music 
revolutionizes rock 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Assistant Editor 

During the late '60s and early '70s music went 
through a strong reversal from "do-wop" types of songs 
with a clear dance beat to social and political music with 
revolutionary rhythms It was during this time also diS-· 
torted guitar was introduced to the American music cul
ture. 

A similiar revolution is starting to gain momentum 
in the music industry right now, alternative music is 
taking over the national club scene. 

W!tat is alternative music? 
Alternative music is almost any form of rock-based 

music that doesn't follow mainstream/generic trends says 
MTV spokesman, Dave Kendall. 

Some of these bands are funk-based bands like The 
Red Hot Chili Peppers and Maggie's Dream. Others are 

. variations on punk music, '60s psychedelia, thrash or 
speed metal, blues, rap, country, bluegrass, dance and al
most any other type of music as long as it is different. 

For example, a Houston band called the Bad Livers 
plays a unique style of metal/bluegrass in which they 
take popular and classic heavy metal songs and turn 
them into country/bluegrass tunes. 

Not much is known about the origins of alternative 
music, but some of the earliest music that would be con
sidered alternative is late '70s punk bands, such as the 
Sex Pistols, Generation X, The Ramones and The 
Damned, according to Hammer of the Gods, a novel 
written by Stephen Davis. 

Other more popular classic rock bands are given 
credit for originating alternative music. Led Zeppelin, 
who recorded in the early '60s and throughout the '70s, 
combined raw blues JX)wer with psychedelic rock and of
tentimes used reggae and country rhythms in their mu
sic. This is typical of some alternative music today 
writes Alexandra Hardy, a reporter f~r Public News, an 
alternative Houston newspaper. 

Hardy also writes that Pink Floyd was also a classic 
rock band that some alternative bands, such as Smashing 
Pumpkins and Jane's Addiction, consider a sttong in
fluence on their music. Pink Floyd used psychedelic rock 
in combination with classical music standards. 

The national alternative scene 
On a national scale, alternative music is booming. 

Some major underground bands have broken out of the 
club scene and are now major label national acts. UndCJ"
ground bands are bands or groups that are only popular 
in the alternative music scene. 

The Red Hot Chili Peppers, Nirvana, Pearl Jam, 
Soundgarden, and Alice in Chains are only a few of the 
underground bands that have recently invaded the com
mercial music charts. 

Nirvana, an extremely popular punk band from 
Seattle, Wash., recently had their picture on the cover of 
Rolling Stone Magazine as well as on three top 40 sin
gles from their most recent album Nevermind. One sin
gle from the album, "Smells Like Teen Spirit," slipped 
into the Billboard Top IO. 

Also, The Red Hot Chili Peppers arc well on their 
way to becoming musical superstars. Though they had 
had only one major single, "Under the Bridge," their 
most recent LP, Blood Sugar Sex Magic, has sold more 
than three million copies due to its underground support. 

Alternative music has been on the rise since Cable 
Music channel MTV premiered a weekly show called 
120 minuteS in May of 1989. This show exclusively 
features videos from alternative bands. Pt;o~otions such 

See 'Attern.ative Page 9 
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Your private life may be public 
Continued from Page 4-----------
search Reports to protect your privacy. 

*Don't give out your Social Security number un
less legally required to do so. Federal agencies that re
quire your Social Security number or other personal in· 
formation are required to state the legal authority for 
asking for the information and the consequences, if any, 
of you& failure to answer. Employers and providers of 
services may ask for your number and may refuse to hire 
or serve you if you decline, but they have no legal right 
to your number. Most will not insist on receiving it. 

*Never discuss sensitive information on a cellular or 
cordless telephone. For example, don't give out your 
credit card numbers over such telephones. Other tele
phones could possibly pick up your telephone's trans
mission allowing your conversation to be heard by 
someone you don't even know. 

• Ask your bank to sign an agreement that it will 
not release information about your accounts to anyone 
who does not have legal authority, and that if there is a 
legal order for records, the bank will make an effort to 
notify you within two days. 

*If you're turned down for a job, a loan, an apart
ment or just about anything else, ask why. You may 
find that a file containing inaccurate or incomplete infor
mation is the problem. Contact the business or agency 
that divulged the information and ask to see your file. 

*If you suspect you're being investigated by a feder
al .agency, or that a federal agency is keeping a file on 
you, submit a Freedom of Information Act request to 

that agency to see your file. 
•Be aware that when you respond to telephone or 

door-to-door surveys, the information will go into a data 
bank. The only survey you're legally obliged to answer 
is the U.S. Census. If you do choose to answer survey 
questions, ask for identification of the person asking the 

questions. 
*Whenever you provide personal information to 

anyone M employer, loan officer, or insurance agent - as
sume that whatever information you give will go into a 
data·base. Do not answer questions that are irrelevant to 
the purpose at hand or that you don't want in the data 
base. 

*Be aware that if you purchase a product or receive a 
service that your name may be sold to a mailing list 
company. If you do not want your name sold, say so be
fore completing the transaction. 

*If you suspect your telephone is tapped, or a bug is 
being used in your residence, contact a private investigaM 
tor who specializes in countersurveillance. If you find 
evidence of eavesdropping equipment, contact the police 
and an attorney. 

*If a federal agent or a police officer comes to your 
door to ask questions, you arc not legally obligated to 
answer. If you choose to answer an FBI agent's question, 
however, you must teJI the truth; lying is a violation of 
federal law. 

Everyone has a right not to have their privacy invad
ed. Remember there arc precautions you can take to en
sure that your rights are protected. 

Students voice complaints to Dr. Bass 
By RODNEY CONLEY 
Managing Editor 
and CHRIS PETERS 
Starr Reporter 

Dr. Don Bass, College of the Mainland dean of In
struction and Student Development, met with students 
April 14 in an open forum to discuss any problems stu
dents might have. The meeting was originally scheduled 
for the Student Center but the group moved to the Tech
nical Educational Building shortly before the meeting. 

This is the third time he has met with students and 
the second time this semester. Dean Bass first met with 
students Deceinber 1991; the second meeting was ~cb. 
27. Although only nine students were prepent, including 
Srudent Activities Board member Sue Barton,. SAB Pres
ident Kathy Harper, SAB Treasurer Andrea Medellin, Or
ganization for African American Culture President Prune
la Brown, Babette Jammer and Zurii Cohen, some good 
points wcre brought up. 

When a student commenred about the small number 
of students present, Dean Bass laughed and said, "I con
sider this a good turnout." At the February meeting 
only only four students came. 

SAB President Harper opened the meeting and Dr. 
Bass brought up points from the February meeting 
which primarily were cafeteria concerns, such as buying 
a microwave for students who bring their lunch, lower
ing the high prices of food, the poor attitude of employ
ees who work in the cafeteria and the quality of the food 
served. 

Dr. Bass stated that a suggestion box had been 
placed in the food line and that he will look into the 
matter of getting a microwave. The Student Activities 
Council conducted a survey in the Student Center, the re
sults of which are on page 2 of this issue. The headline 
reads: Students respond to SAC survey. 

Dr. Bass expressed strong concern about the prob
lem with the cafeteria workers. Students complained that 
the workers showed favoritism and made rude comments 
to the students; they just weren't helpful. Dr. Bass agreed 
that this is not good for the school and said he would 
"look into" that situation. 

The first new issue brought up concerned first aid on 

campus. A student pointed out that students can't get 
into the.first aid boxes without a key, and that it's not 
easy to find someone to open it. Dean Bass responded 
that the campus police have keys. 

The second point was a grievance from OAAC 
members Brown, Jammer and Cohen, who wanted to 
share the the Student Center with the Fire Academy on 
April 24. Dean ·Bass said that the organization that has 
reserved a building has a right to keep the building for 
themselves. 

OAAC also raised the question of whether the pub
lic may attend graduation ceremonies. "Graduations are 
public, anyone can go," Dr. Bass answered. "They are a 
great public relations tool, and the more people who at
tend the better." 

COM drafting student Thomas Williams expressed a 
need for more block hour and cenificate programs. He 
has been in the drafting program for almost two years 
and is having difficulty completing his program because 
of the course availability. Dr. Bass resolved this problem 
by saying that drafting will have a certificate level this 
fall. 

A discussion about the problem of having inade
quate class hours for such classes as nutrition, drafting, 
Child Growth and Development and shorthand (which is 
ooly offered at night) also took place. 

The next concern was the golf carts on campus. A 
student was upSet about reckless driving and the pedestri
ans who may be threatened by these carts. The students 
at the meeting agreed it was a few of the student mail 
carriers who drive these carts recklessly. 

The final concern was that summer high school stu
dents may be allowed in to the recreational areas (such as 
the pool table room in the Student Center). Dr. Bass 
stated that high school students wouldn't bb able to use 
these f~cilities because they aren't fuU-time COM stuM. 
dents. 

COM provides.a non-profit summer school for area 
high schools, such as La Marque, Hitchcock and Dickin
son. Dr. Bass said, "This is our way to get students fa
miliar with COM so they may come here after high 
school." He added that II percent of the high school 
summer school students return to COM as college, stu-
dents. . . " ' 
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Torch-run T-shirts 

COM Campus Police Officer Vernon Ewell ex
hibits one or the T-shirts the COM Police De
partment is selling to help raise money for the 
Texas Special Olympics. The shirts may be pur
chased for $10 in the police office located in the 
Administration Building. 

(Photo by Melani Thompson) 

COM gallery presents 
new L.A. abstr'actio·n 
By JAMES MULLINS 
Starr Reporter 

College of the Mainland's currenL exhibition in the 
COM Art Gallery is the New LA. Abstraction, which 
includes non-figurative works from 10 of Los Angeles' 
abstract artists. The exhibit runs through May 29. 

"This abstraction is the final series of events that 
were made possible by a grant from the Texas Commit
tee for the Humanities," said Dr. Lizza. "The exhibition 
is presented to area residents in order to provide direct 
contact with some of the more vital images representa
tive of new directions in West Coast abstract art." 

The exhibition is free and can be viewed from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday by appointment 
only. For appointments and additional information call 

, the COM Fine Arts Office al (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext. 348 or 354. 

Artist Lisa Adams stands beside her artwork in the 
most recent COM Art Gallery exhibit, the New L.A. 
Abstractions. The work is a multi-media piece with 
paint and metal. Adams did the metal work herself. 
The exhibit continues through May 29. , 

(Photo by Melani Thompson) 
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Sports/Recreation 

First- and second-place winners of the 3-on-3 basketball tournament played in the COM gym April 16 pose with 
their trophies. The four men on the left are the first-place Blackwave team members Michael Judge, Ivory Lee, 
Dexter Smith, John Davis and spectator 2-year-old Marcus Evans, son of Mike Evans. The second-place Kennard 
Tigers on the left are Troy West, Mike Evans, Collins Miller and Rapheal Foy. (Photo by Belinda Williams) 

Should COM have intercollegiate sports? 
By BRANDON WILLIAMS 
Staff Reporter 

U College of the Mainland played a game of Jeapor. 
dy, an answer might be: 

"At a cost of roughly $500,000, lhis type of enter
tainment could be a risky idea." 

If your question is "What is an athletic program?" 
go to the head of the class. With an economy starving 
for nourishment, an attempt to support a full-time ath
letic program at COM would indeed be risky business. 

"That's the $64,000 question," said COM gym in
strucLor Jerry Bryant. "As far as I'm concerned, there's 
not a good answer to that question." 

With success expected in minimal time, the prob
lem of quick cash flow coming from the school looms 
in the balance. 

"If you're going to win, you have to spend some 
money," said Dr. Don Bass, dean of Instruction and Stu
dent Development. "You have to have money for coach
es, recruiting and dorms." 

There has been casual interest among the COM 
Board of Truste.es in recent years, but according to Dr. 
Bass, "The interest never seems to mature." 

With a ballpark figure of $500,000, an even bigger 
question arises. . 

Where would the cash for such a program come 
from'! 

Dr. Bass didn't delve into the financial aspect of the 
matter, but it could be assumed that a total overhaul of 
the college budget would be in order. Most of all, tuition 
fees - which have slowly shot up in the past year -
would make a rapid ascent. 

"l think if the students said they would like to have 
a program and came with a strong message, I think the 
board would listen," Dr. Bass said. 

Bryant said, "I'd support a program here~ it would 
give the school a sense of self-pride in itself. 

While some view college athletes "holier than 
thou," Bryant thinks Lhe problem is one that won't arise 
should the school eventually get a progrem started. 

"Some people think of athletes as elitists," said 
Bryant. "I don't buy that. There are only one of a million 
athletes to make it in the NBA and you have to consider 
the farm system they come up from." 

The COM boanl should lend the student body an ear; 

there arc some students - ex-athletes in particular - who 
would love to see an athletic program develop. 

"I'd love to see an athletic program," said business 
major Ken Alexander, who played tailback for the La 
Marque High school football team. "It would give more 
money to the area and would allow athletes who aren't 
ready to go far from home an opportunity to stay." 

One of the doubts the board would have is the ques
tion of the quanity of athletes. According to computei
science major Tara Galloway. it's a problem they needn't 
worry aOOuL 

"They (the college) have enough athletes," she said. 
"If you go to the (COM) gym, you'll see plenty." 

Added student Eric Jacobs: "rt would be nice for the 
school to ha:ve a program. and I probably would suppon 
it. It would give the students something to get involved 
with." 

While he wouldn't be adamantly opposed to a foot
ball, basketball or baseball program, Dr. Bass thinks 
there's one sport that would make COM competitive 
quickly. 

"If there was a sport l'd like to bring here, it'd be 
track," Dr. Bass said. "It would be interesting if you can 
get a quality relay team and build on it. Best of all, it 
would be low-budget. 

"You ought to be creative and find a team sport with 
lower costs," Dr. Bass said. 

He also added that if he had lhe cash, he'd spend the 
money on something "that would touch more people." 

However, Bryant thinks that baskeLball would score 
big with the school quickly. 

"I think you could start a basketball program here 
tomorrow," he said. "You can look at the gym at fecrea
tion hour and see the interest in it." 

Said biology major Angela James: "There are plenty 
of athletes at the school, but this ~s just a ·two-year 
school. How many of them are actually willing to 
handle school and athletiCs? 

"I really don't see one happening," James continued. 
"The big question is where's the money going to come 
from." 

Said Bryant, "I wouldn't hold my brealh on seeing 
one in the near future." 

While some students would support a potential j,ro
gram, the question presented by James and Bryant could 
make this fly ball of a. theory hook foul. 
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Blackwave reigns 
over Tigers, 18-16 
By BELINDA WILLIAMS 
Sports Editor 

The Blackwave beat out the Kennard Tigers in an 
exciting 3 on 3 basketball tournament April 16 in the 
College of the Mainland gym. The two teams were part 
of an original six-team league which since March 11 
played at 2 p.m. every Wednesday at COM. 

In the final game the Blackwave and the Kennard Ti
gers played two out three games for the championship. 
Blackwave were the final victors by a score of 18 to 16. 

Ivory Lee of the winning Blackwave said, "We were 
down and they were playing excellent offside basketball, 
hitting all their outside shots. My teammates stepped up 
another notch and basically turned the game around by 
playing good basketball." 

Troy West, a player on the Kennard Tigers, ex
plained: "We were ahead and I sure thought we were go
ing to win. It was the championship round, and the 
game was getting close then they started playing harder 
defense and they came back and won. It was a real tight 
game." 

The four best teams out of the six went to the 
playoffs. Team members of Blackwave, the first place 
winner, were Lee of Texas City, Dexter Smith of Texas 
City, Micheal Judge of Galveston and Demetrious San
ford of La Marque, who didn't play in the tournament and 
was replaced by John Dav.is of Galveston. 

The second-place Kennard Tigers consisted of Troy 
West of Texas City, Rapheal Foy of Kennard and Col
lins Miller of Missouri City. 

The Studs took third place and the players were 
Mike Evans of Texas City, Chris Bogott of Bacliff and 
Eric Kemp of La Marque. 

The fourth place team did not have a team name. but 
the players were Corey Weatherly of Galena Park, Je
rome Spells of Hitchcock., Jason Wilkening of Kemah 
and Kevin Cassler of La Marque. 

John Davi-, of the first-place 3-on-3 basketball team, 
Blackwave, gets blocked by Mike Evans ortbe second
place Kennard Tigers while attempting to shoot a bas
ket: (Photo by Belinda Williams) 

• 

Chris Hoot and Mano Nguyen jump high and spike bard in the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference 
volleyball tournament against Brazosport on the beach in Galveston. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM wins first in beach volleyball 
By BELINDA WILLIAMS 
Sports Editor 

The Gulf Coast lntercollegiate Conference held its 
annual sports day competition, hosted by Galveston 
Community College, April 7. 

The events were beach volleyball and golf. College 
of the Mainland entered a recn:ational lea!1' and a com-

petitive team in the beach vol1eyball. The competitive 
COM team won first place in the beach volleyball again
sty Brazosport Community College This was the same 
team COM beat in the March 4 spom day hosted by 
Kingwood Community College. 

In the golf competition Matt Doyle of Dickinson 
and Michael Hughes also from Dickinson, represented 
COM. No women were entered in the eve.nL Doyle came 
in.third and Hughes came in fourth. 

COM hosts karate championships May 16 
By JEFF KENNEDY 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland will play host to the 14th 
Annual Texas Challenge National Karate Champion
ships on Saturday, May 16. Competition begins in the 
COM gymnasium at 10 a.m., with the finals and some 
full contact karate matches scheduled at 7:30 p.m. 

The event, promoted by Al Garza's American Karate 
Club and Family Fitness Centers, wilJ be evaluated by 
the National Association of Sport Karate Athletes as a 
possible addition to their national circuit in 1993. 

"They (NASKA) currently have 10 sanctioned 
events," said Garza, owner of AKC. "Should we be ap-

proved, we'll be sanctioned as a national event. We'll 
have the top competitors in the country coming to com
pete in our tournament" 

Approxim<J,tely 500 participants at every age level 
will compete in the point fighting, forms, weapons and 
musical specialty categories. Trophies will be awarded to 
the first-, second- and third place finishers in each age 
group along with $50 in prize money to the first place 
black belt and advanced juniors divisions. The black belt 
grand champions will receive $100. 

Tickets for the daytime events are $5. Tickets for 
the finals and full contact competitions are $5, $8 and 
$12. For more infonnation or tournament registration 
forms, call AKC at 713-332-KICK. 

Norris puts drug program into schools 
By JAMES MULLINS 

Starr Reporter 

Chuck Norris, star of movies and the karate ring, 
has brought a new campaign to Texas: Kick Drugs 
Out of America. 

"I like Texas," Norris said, "especially around the 
Houston-Galveston area. I'm also a residem here now 
too." 

Norris, originally from the Oklahoma-Texas bar~ 
der, started this campaign in 1990. The non-profit or
ganization is headquartered in Washington, D.C. The 
pilot program ln the Houston-Galveston area had its 
kick-off earlier this year. 

"This is soIIlething I've wanted to put together 
for 20 years," Norris said. "It's been a goal of mine a,s 
a karate teacher to get this program into th~ physical 
c.ducation classes so the kids could be taught." 

The reason this program was implemented is to 
educate teens and pre-teens about drugs ,d to give 

• 

them self-este.em and a sense of worth to withstand 
peer pressure and to say no. 

"We catch them at the transitional grades of 
sixth, seventh and eighth grades to teach them self
confidcnce, discipline and respect in order to give 
them a fOCus and goal-orient them, so when they get 
into high school, the other kids mi"ght look up to 
them for leadership and guidance," Norris said. "The 
kids in this program make up the Chuck: Norris 
TEAM. T for truth, E for esteem, A for attitude and 
M for motivation." 

Only a few arc selected for the program by the 
principals and teachers. "I wish we could teach all the 
students," Norris said, "but there are not enough f wtds 
available right now." • 

Funds for the schools - one in Galveston, three 
in Houston - are provided by local businesses and pri
vate contributions. The Galveston school is funded by 
the Moody Foundation. 

Within two years Norris's goal is to expand his 
campaign to other schools in the area. 

• 
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Boyish enthusiasm 
revisited in baseball 

Brandon 
Williams 

Heading to the Astrodome rekindles thoughts of a 
less he.ctic time in my life; thoughts of someday patrol
ling the vast outfield and making serious bucks (though 
not as big as today's standards) in the process. 

Innocent times they were. 

This time of year seems to jumpstart a boyish en
thusiasm in me. The mere presence at a ballpark sparks 
thoughts of a kid no bigger than the bat he swung, dig
ging in, doing his best Jim Rice (the fonner Boston Red 
Sox star who was a hero of sorts) impersonation. 

Life on the diamond wasn't as gocxl as I'd hoped for; 
toiling three years on the high school subvarsity was a 
hike in itself. 

Varsity life finally came - albeit too briefly. A 
cracked kneecap (and cracked grades) ended my career after 
one game with the "big club." Nevertheless, I did receive 
my cup of coffee. 

As time moved on, it became obvious that a Bran
don Williams baseball card wouldn't sell, my face 
wouldn't be seen on ESPN or that drilling 400-foot 
boinbs into the Dome's cheap seats were nothing more 
than pipe dreams; making the high school time was 
enough of a sttuggle. r 

Yet, this story of childhood fantasies has a happy 
ending · sort of. 

My job as sports editor of Th, La Marque Times aJ. 
lows me to accomplish at least one of my dreams: get
ting on the Dome floor with players that I once hoped of 
being. 

A ballgame last July made me realize that although 
40,000 fans will never scream "Brandon, Brandon," just 
being there was enough fun. 

The Astros hosted the Pittsburgh Pirates in a con
test that meant absol.utely nothing to the home team; 
stuck deep in the National League West cellar, the As
tros were basically playing out the string. 

What made this game intellectually inspiring to me 
was that it was Old Timers Day at the Dome. For one 
day, a few of the biggest names in baseball history 
flocked to the old ballparl:. 

Without sounding too much like a 12-year-old, the 
eJt:perience was, well, fun. 

Herc was a youngster more than a year out of high 
school out on a field with Hall of Famers. Lou Brock, 
Harmon Killebrew, Willie Stargell - names that I grew 
up watching - were just inches away. 

Needless to say, an autograph opportunity was look
ing me dead in the face (unfortunately, Astrodome poli
cies discourage this.for writers). 

lt took awhile for me to regain my sense of pur
pose, which was to cover a ballgame. But for an hour's 
time, a dream had been fullfilled to lhe utmost. 

One of the local television stations did a feature on 
fonncr Astro Jose Cruz later that night. If you'd looked 
real closely, you would've seen a young man with an 
'Tm sure glad I'm here!" expression on his face. 

In other words, you would've seen me. 
With all the problems in this world, an escape hatch 

from our troubles seems to be a must. For me, my geta
way is the ballpark. 

ll doesn't neccessarily solve my ills, but for a few 
hours, it's a way to reflect on a more simpler time. 
Sometimes, it makes me wish I could go make to being 
the 12-year-old slugger I once was. 
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Sports/Recreation 

First- and second-place winners of the 3-on-3 basketball tournament played in the COM gym April 16 pose with 
their trophies. The four men on the left are the first-place Blackwave team members Michael Judge, Ivory Lee, 
Dexter Smith, John Davis and spectator 2-year-old Marcus Evans, son of Mike Evans. The second-place Kennard 
Tigers on the left are Troy West, Mike Evans, Collins Miller and Rapheal Foy. (Photo by Belinda Williams) 

Should COM have intercollegiate sports? 
By BRANDON WILLIAMS 
Staff Reporter 

U College of the Mainland played a game of Jeapor. 
dy, an answer might be: 

"At a cost of roughly $500,000, lhis type of enter
tainment could be a risky idea." 

If your question is "What is an athletic program?" 
go to the head of the class. With an economy starving 
for nourishment, an attempt to support a full-time ath
letic program at COM would indeed be risky business. 

"That's the $64,000 question," said COM gym in
strucLor Jerry Bryant. "As far as I'm concerned, there's 
not a good answer to that question." 

With success expected in minimal time, the prob
lem of quick cash flow coming from the school looms 
in the balance. 

"If you're going to win, you have to spend some 
money," said Dr. Don Bass, dean of Instruction and Stu
dent Development. "You have to have money for coach
es, recruiting and dorms." 

There has been casual interest among the COM 
Board of Truste.es in recent years, but according to Dr. 
Bass, "The interest never seems to mature." 

With a ballpark figure of $500,000, an even bigger 
question arises. . 

Where would the cash for such a program come 
from'! 

Dr. Bass didn't delve into the financial aspect of the 
matter, but it could be assumed that a total overhaul of 
the college budget would be in order. Most of all, tuition 
fees - which have slowly shot up in the past year -
would make a rapid ascent. 

"l think if the students said they would like to have 
a program and came with a strong message, I think the 
board would listen," Dr. Bass said. 

Bryant said, "I'd support a program here~ it would 
give the school a sense of self-pride in itself. 

While some view college athletes "holier than 
thou," Bryant thinks Lhe problem is one that won't arise 
should the school eventually get a progrem started. 

"Some people think of athletes as elitists," said 
Bryant. "I don't buy that. There are only one of a million 
athletes to make it in the NBA and you have to consider 
the farm system they come up from." 

The COM boanl should lend the student body an ear; 

there arc some students - ex-athletes in particular - who 
would love to see an athletic program develop. 

"I'd love to see an athletic program," said business 
major Ken Alexander, who played tailback for the La 
Marque High school football team. "It would give more 
money to the area and would allow athletes who aren't 
ready to go far from home an opportunity to stay." 

One of the doubts the board would have is the ques
tion of the quanity of athletes. According to computei
science major Tara Galloway. it's a problem they needn't 
worry aOOuL 

"They (the college) have enough athletes," she said. 
"If you go to the (COM) gym, you'll see plenty." 

Added student Eric Jacobs: "rt would be nice for the 
school to ha:ve a program. and I probably would suppon 
it. It would give the students something to get involved 
with." 

While he wouldn't be adamantly opposed to a foot
ball, basketball or baseball program, Dr. Bass thinks 
there's one sport that would make COM competitive 
quickly. 

"If there was a sport l'd like to bring here, it'd be 
track," Dr. Bass said. "It would be interesting if you can 
get a quality relay team and build on it. Best of all, it 
would be low-budget. 

"You ought to be creative and find a team sport with 
lower costs," Dr. Bass said. 

He also added that if he had lhe cash, he'd spend the 
money on something "that would touch more people." 

However, Bryant thinks that baskeLball would score 
big with the school quickly. 

"I think you could start a basketball program here 
tomorrow," he said. "You can look at the gym at fecrea
tion hour and see the interest in it." 

Said biology major Angela James: "There are plenty 
of athletes at the school, but this ~s just a ·two-year 
school. How many of them are actually willing to 
handle school and athletiCs? 

"I really don't see one happening," James continued. 
"The big question is where's the money going to come 
from." 

Said Bryant, "I wouldn't hold my brealh on seeing 
one in the near future." 

While some students would support a potential j,ro
gram, the question presented by James and Bryant could 
make this fly ball of a. theory hook foul. 
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Blackwave reigns 
over Tigers, 18-16 
By BELINDA WILLIAMS 
Sports Editor 

The Blackwave beat out the Kennard Tigers in an 
exciting 3 on 3 basketball tournament April 16 in the 
College of the Mainland gym. The two teams were part 
of an original six-team league which since March 11 
played at 2 p.m. every Wednesday at COM. 

In the final game the Blackwave and the Kennard Ti
gers played two out three games for the championship. 
Blackwave were the final victors by a score of 18 to 16. 

Ivory Lee of the winning Blackwave said, "We were 
down and they were playing excellent offside basketball, 
hitting all their outside shots. My teammates stepped up 
another notch and basically turned the game around by 
playing good basketball." 

Troy West, a player on the Kennard Tigers, ex
plained: "We were ahead and I sure thought we were go
ing to win. It was the championship round, and the 
game was getting close then they started playing harder 
defense and they came back and won. It was a real tight 
game." 

The four best teams out of the six went to the 
playoffs. Team members of Blackwave, the first place 
winner, were Lee of Texas City, Dexter Smith of Texas 
City, Micheal Judge of Galveston and Demetrious San
ford of La Marque, who didn't play in the tournament and 
was replaced by John Dav.is of Galveston. 

The second-place Kennard Tigers consisted of Troy 
West of Texas City, Rapheal Foy of Kennard and Col
lins Miller of Missouri City. 

The Studs took third place and the players were 
Mike Evans of Texas City, Chris Bogott of Bacliff and 
Eric Kemp of La Marque. 

The fourth place team did not have a team name. but 
the players were Corey Weatherly of Galena Park, Je
rome Spells of Hitchcock., Jason Wilkening of Kemah 
and Kevin Cassler of La Marque. 

John Davi-, of the first-place 3-on-3 basketball team, 
Blackwave, gets blocked by Mike Evans ortbe second
place Kennard Tigers while attempting to shoot a bas
ket: (Photo by Belinda Williams) 
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Chris Hoot and Mano Nguyen jump high and spike bard in the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference 
volleyball tournament against Brazosport on the beach in Galveston. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM wins first in beach volleyball 
By BELINDA WILLIAMS 
Sports Editor 

The Gulf Coast lntercollegiate Conference held its 
annual sports day competition, hosted by Galveston 
Community College, April 7. 

The events were beach volleyball and golf. College 
of the Mainland entered a recn:ational lea!1' and a com-

petitive team in the beach vol1eyball. The competitive 
COM team won first place in the beach volleyball again
sty Brazosport Community College This was the same 
team COM beat in the March 4 spom day hosted by 
Kingwood Community College. 

In the golf competition Matt Doyle of Dickinson 
and Michael Hughes also from Dickinson, represented 
COM. No women were entered in the eve.nL Doyle came 
in.third and Hughes came in fourth. 

COM hosts karate championships May 16 
By JEFF KENNEDY 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland will play host to the 14th 
Annual Texas Challenge National Karate Champion
ships on Saturday, May 16. Competition begins in the 
COM gymnasium at 10 a.m., with the finals and some 
full contact karate matches scheduled at 7:30 p.m. 

The event, promoted by Al Garza's American Karate 
Club and Family Fitness Centers, wilJ be evaluated by 
the National Association of Sport Karate Athletes as a 
possible addition to their national circuit in 1993. 

"They (NASKA) currently have 10 sanctioned 
events," said Garza, owner of AKC. "Should we be ap-

proved, we'll be sanctioned as a national event. We'll 
have the top competitors in the country coming to com
pete in our tournament" 

Approxim<J,tely 500 participants at every age level 
will compete in the point fighting, forms, weapons and 
musical specialty categories. Trophies will be awarded to 
the first-, second- and third place finishers in each age 
group along with $50 in prize money to the first place 
black belt and advanced juniors divisions. The black belt 
grand champions will receive $100. 

Tickets for the daytime events are $5. Tickets for 
the finals and full contact competitions are $5, $8 and 
$12. For more infonnation or tournament registration 
forms, call AKC at 713-332-KICK. 

Norris puts drug program into schools 
By JAMES MULLINS 

Starr Reporter 

Chuck Norris, star of movies and the karate ring, 
has brought a new campaign to Texas: Kick Drugs 
Out of America. 

"I like Texas," Norris said, "especially around the 
Houston-Galveston area. I'm also a residem here now 
too." 

Norris, originally from the Oklahoma-Texas bar~ 
der, started this campaign in 1990. The non-profit or
ganization is headquartered in Washington, D.C. The 
pilot program ln the Houston-Galveston area had its 
kick-off earlier this year. 

"This is soIIlething I've wanted to put together 
for 20 years," Norris said. "It's been a goal of mine a,s 
a karate teacher to get this program into th~ physical 
c.ducation classes so the kids could be taught." 

The reason this program was implemented is to 
educate teens and pre-teens about drugs ,d to give 

• 

them self-este.em and a sense of worth to withstand 
peer pressure and to say no. 

"We catch them at the transitional grades of 
sixth, seventh and eighth grades to teach them self
confidcnce, discipline and respect in order to give 
them a fOCus and goal-orient them, so when they get 
into high school, the other kids mi"ght look up to 
them for leadership and guidance," Norris said. "The 
kids in this program make up the Chuck: Norris 
TEAM. T for truth, E for esteem, A for attitude and 
M for motivation." 

Only a few arc selected for the program by the 
principals and teachers. "I wish we could teach all the 
students," Norris said, "but there are not enough f wtds 
available right now." • 

Funds for the schools - one in Galveston, three 
in Houston - are provided by local businesses and pri
vate contributions. The Galveston school is funded by 
the Moody Foundation. 

Within two years Norris's goal is to expand his 
campaign to other schools in the area. 

• 
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Boyish enthusiasm 
revisited in baseball 

Brandon 
Williams 

Heading to the Astrodome rekindles thoughts of a 
less he.ctic time in my life; thoughts of someday patrol
ling the vast outfield and making serious bucks (though 
not as big as today's standards) in the process. 

Innocent times they were. 

This time of year seems to jumpstart a boyish en
thusiasm in me. The mere presence at a ballpark sparks 
thoughts of a kid no bigger than the bat he swung, dig
ging in, doing his best Jim Rice (the fonner Boston Red 
Sox star who was a hero of sorts) impersonation. 

Life on the diamond wasn't as gocxl as I'd hoped for; 
toiling three years on the high school subvarsity was a 
hike in itself. 

Varsity life finally came - albeit too briefly. A 
cracked kneecap (and cracked grades) ended my career after 
one game with the "big club." Nevertheless, I did receive 
my cup of coffee. 

As time moved on, it became obvious that a Bran
don Williams baseball card wouldn't sell, my face 
wouldn't be seen on ESPN or that drilling 400-foot 
boinbs into the Dome's cheap seats were nothing more 
than pipe dreams; making the high school time was 
enough of a sttuggle. r 

Yet, this story of childhood fantasies has a happy 
ending · sort of. 

My job as sports editor of Th, La Marque Times aJ. 
lows me to accomplish at least one of my dreams: get
ting on the Dome floor with players that I once hoped of 
being. 

A ballgame last July made me realize that although 
40,000 fans will never scream "Brandon, Brandon," just 
being there was enough fun. 

The Astros hosted the Pittsburgh Pirates in a con
test that meant absol.utely nothing to the home team; 
stuck deep in the National League West cellar, the As
tros were basically playing out the string. 

What made this game intellectually inspiring to me 
was that it was Old Timers Day at the Dome. For one 
day, a few of the biggest names in baseball history 
flocked to the old ballparl:. 

Without sounding too much like a 12-year-old, the 
eJt:perience was, well, fun. 

Herc was a youngster more than a year out of high 
school out on a field with Hall of Famers. Lou Brock, 
Harmon Killebrew, Willie Stargell - names that I grew 
up watching - were just inches away. 

Needless to say, an autograph opportunity was look
ing me dead in the face (unfortunately, Astrodome poli
cies discourage this.for writers). 

lt took awhile for me to regain my sense of pur
pose, which was to cover a ballgame. But for an hour's 
time, a dream had been fullfilled to lhe utmost. 

One of the local television stations did a feature on 
fonncr Astro Jose Cruz later that night. If you'd looked 
real closely, you would've seen a young man with an 
'Tm sure glad I'm here!" expression on his face. 

In other words, you would've seen me. 
With all the problems in this world, an escape hatch 

from our troubles seems to be a must. For me, my geta
way is the ballpark. 

ll doesn't neccessarily solve my ills, but for a few 
hours, it's a way to reflect on a more simpler time. 
Sometimes, it makes me wish I could go make to being 
the 12-year-old slugger I once was. 
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Features 

The COM Jazz Combo decided to practice outside of the Fine Arts Building April 28 "because it'ssucb a pretty 
day," trumpeteer Rob Alley said. Practicing, from left, are James Herrel on piano, Matt Crawford on drums, 
Alley on trumpet, Chris De Monton bass and director Sparky Koerner also on trumpet. 

(Photo by Robert Moore) 

Newborn ducklings rescued at COM 
By JULIE SCKITTONE 
Staff Repor~er 

A dramatic rescue took place in front of the Science 
Building at College of the Mainland on April 1. Three 
newborn ducklings were found trapped in an uncovered 
pipe emerging from the ground. 

Mel Sills, a secretary for the math/science lab, 
found the ducklings and called the maintenance staff for 
help after an unsuccessful rescue auempt. "We thought 
there was only one down in the pipe, but after the main
tenance staff brought a flashlight we discover~ there 
were three." 

After realizing that no one could possibly reach 
down the 3-inch wide by 4-feet deep drainage pipe, Ear
nest Messinger and Kenneth Lee, two of CO M's mainte
nance staff members, found a piece of PVC pipe and tied 
a loop on the end and eventually 1ifled the ducklings out. 

Margaret Ringhoff, a COM biology instructor, who 
arrived at the scene with her class said, "They must have 

been following each other and fallen in one after another; 
it's a miracle they were even found." 

Sills said, "The smallest of the ducklings was on 
the bottom of the pipe and we didn't think it was going 

to make it; luckily Kenneth got to it before it was too 
late." 

Among the class members at the scene of the rescue 
was Kelli Rambin, who jumped at the chance to take 
them home. Rambin kept them in her bathtub for about 
a week, but has since built them a cage. 

Rambin who lives on the water in Bayou Vista said: 
"They stay in the garage at night, and during the day 
they roam the yard. The ducks follow me everywhere 
now, but they won't go in the water unless I put them 
there." 

When asked what their names are, Rambin said they 
didn't have any, but Ringhoff suggested, "At least one 
should be called Jessica." (For baby Jessica who was res
cued from a empty well pipe in Midland in 1987.) 

Koerner: jazz ensemble performs well 
By JEFF KENNEDY 
Starr Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Jazz Ensemble featur
ing Sparky Koerner as conductor perfonned a free concert 
April 15 at8 p.m. It was held in theconcenhall,F-117, 
with approximately 50 people attending. 

The band went through a variety of jazz styles in
cluding big band, pop ballad, samba, calypso and the 
cool jazz style of the West Coast. Their set consisted of 
Ensemble varies over a wide range from 16-year
drummer Bobby Adams to newcomer Vladimir Burke, a 
native Russian .who has lived in America for four 
months and has been playing his tenor saxophone with 
the band for two months. 

The band started the night off with William Steg
meyer's "A Rocker for the Prez" and continued with a 
captivating rendition of "Latin Injection," an upbeat tune 
by Denis DiBlasio. The rest of the set consisted of John 
Green's ,"Body and Soul," "Coastin"' by Paul Baker, 
"Captain Sizzle" by Mark Taylor, Freddy Green's "Until 
I Met You (Comer Pocket)," "Passion Dance" by Jeff 
Jarvis, another piece by DiBlasio called "Give and Take," 
and the classic "Sweet Georgia Brown" by Ben Bernie. 

"I like.d 'Captain Sizzle,"' Koerner said. "I like sam
bas and this one has a lot of tight spots that I thought 

nine songs with a short intennission. 
"I liked the way we sounded tonig~t." KC>emer said. 

"We played the tight horn pieces well. Our dynamic con
trast was good." 

The band members' experience with the COM Jazz 
we played well." 

The COM Jazz Ensemble features Ron Bocek, Mi
chael Kulvicki, Burke, Oscar Pena and Fred Ware on sax
ophone; Ken Kirk, Rob Alley, Dogan Kartaltepe, Angi 
Kirk, Ted Williams and Mike Manering on trumpet; Bob 
MacWitliams. George Warren, Mike Charlston and Jere
my Hall on trombone; COM art instructor and Fine Arts 
Area Coordinator James Templer on guitar; Chris De
Mont on bass; Matt CraWford and COM music instruc
tor Adams on drums. 

"Some of our band members drive an hour every 
week for rehearsal," Koerner said. "They really love play
ing with us." 

The jazz ensemble, however, is in dire need of a pia
nist "The piano pieces are pretty challenging;' Koerner 
said. "A piano player will look at them and say 'Oh, I 
don't want to mess this up' and leave. The summer ses
sion is a good time 10 get your feet wet It's a short se
mester and you can come in and try it out." 

Anyone interested in playing with the COM Jazz 
Ensemtle .i;an.call Koerner a1 (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280:3991, Ext' 347. it is a one hourcreditcoune. 

• 
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Alternative music 
revolutionizes rock 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Assistant Editor 

During the late '60s and early '70s music went 
through a strong reversal from "do-wop" types of songs 
with a clear dance beat to social and political music with 
revolutionary rhythms It was during this time also diS-· 
torted guitar was introduced to the American music cul
ture. 

A similiar revolution is starting to gain momentum 
in the music industry right now, alternative music is 
taking over the national club scene. 

W!tat is alternative music? 
Alternative music is almost any form of rock-based 

music that doesn't follow mainstream/generic trends says 
MTV spokesman, Dave Kendall. 

Some of these bands are funk-based bands like The 
Red Hot Chili Peppers and Maggie's Dream. Others are 

. variations on punk music, '60s psychedelia, thrash or 
speed metal, blues, rap, country, bluegrass, dance and al
most any other type of music as long as it is different. 

For example, a Houston band called the Bad Livers 
plays a unique style of metal/bluegrass in which they 
take popular and classic heavy metal songs and turn 
them into country/bluegrass tunes. 

Not much is known about the origins of alternative 
music, but some of the earliest music that would be con
sidered alternative is late '70s punk bands, such as the 
Sex Pistols, Generation X, The Ramones and The 
Damned, according to Hammer of the Gods, a novel 
written by Stephen Davis. 

Other more popular classic rock bands are given 
credit for originating alternative music. Led Zeppelin, 
who recorded in the early '60s and throughout the '70s, 
combined raw blues JX)wer with psychedelic rock and of
tentimes used reggae and country rhythms in their mu
sic. This is typical of some alternative music today 
writes Alexandra Hardy, a reporter f~r Public News, an 
alternative Houston newspaper. 

Hardy also writes that Pink Floyd was also a classic 
rock band that some alternative bands, such as Smashing 
Pumpkins and Jane's Addiction, consider a sttong in
fluence on their music. Pink Floyd used psychedelic rock 
in combination with classical music standards. 

The national alternative scene 
On a national scale, alternative music is booming. 

Some major underground bands have broken out of the 
club scene and are now major label national acts. UndCJ"
ground bands are bands or groups that are only popular 
in the alternative music scene. 

The Red Hot Chili Peppers, Nirvana, Pearl Jam, 
Soundgarden, and Alice in Chains are only a few of the 
underground bands that have recently invaded the com
mercial music charts. 

Nirvana, an extremely popular punk band from 
Seattle, Wash., recently had their picture on the cover of 
Rolling Stone Magazine as well as on three top 40 sin
gles from their most recent album Nevermind. One sin
gle from the album, "Smells Like Teen Spirit," slipped 
into the Billboard Top IO. 

Also, The Red Hot Chili Peppers arc well on their 
way to becoming musical superstars. Though they had 
had only one major single, "Under the Bridge," their 
most recent LP, Blood Sugar Sex Magic, has sold more 
than three million copies due to its underground support. 

Alternative music has been on the rise since Cable 
Music channel MTV premiered a weekly show called 
120 minuteS in May of 1989. This show exclusively 
features videos from alternative bands. Pt;o~otions such 

See 'Attern.ative Page 9 
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Your private life may be public 
Continued from Page 4-----------
search Reports to protect your privacy. 

*Don't give out your Social Security number un
less legally required to do so. Federal agencies that re
quire your Social Security number or other personal in· 
formation are required to state the legal authority for 
asking for the information and the consequences, if any, 
of you& failure to answer. Employers and providers of 
services may ask for your number and may refuse to hire 
or serve you if you decline, but they have no legal right 
to your number. Most will not insist on receiving it. 

*Never discuss sensitive information on a cellular or 
cordless telephone. For example, don't give out your 
credit card numbers over such telephones. Other tele
phones could possibly pick up your telephone's trans
mission allowing your conversation to be heard by 
someone you don't even know. 

• Ask your bank to sign an agreement that it will 
not release information about your accounts to anyone 
who does not have legal authority, and that if there is a 
legal order for records, the bank will make an effort to 
notify you within two days. 

*If you're turned down for a job, a loan, an apart
ment or just about anything else, ask why. You may 
find that a file containing inaccurate or incomplete infor
mation is the problem. Contact the business or agency 
that divulged the information and ask to see your file. 

*If you suspect you're being investigated by a feder
al .agency, or that a federal agency is keeping a file on 
you, submit a Freedom of Information Act request to 

that agency to see your file. 
•Be aware that when you respond to telephone or 

door-to-door surveys, the information will go into a data 
bank. The only survey you're legally obliged to answer 
is the U.S. Census. If you do choose to answer survey 
questions, ask for identification of the person asking the 

questions. 
*Whenever you provide personal information to 

anyone M employer, loan officer, or insurance agent - as
sume that whatever information you give will go into a 
data·base. Do not answer questions that are irrelevant to 
the purpose at hand or that you don't want in the data 
base. 

*Be aware that if you purchase a product or receive a 
service that your name may be sold to a mailing list 
company. If you do not want your name sold, say so be
fore completing the transaction. 

*If you suspect your telephone is tapped, or a bug is 
being used in your residence, contact a private investigaM 
tor who specializes in countersurveillance. If you find 
evidence of eavesdropping equipment, contact the police 
and an attorney. 

*If a federal agent or a police officer comes to your 
door to ask questions, you arc not legally obligated to 
answer. If you choose to answer an FBI agent's question, 
however, you must teJI the truth; lying is a violation of 
federal law. 

Everyone has a right not to have their privacy invad
ed. Remember there arc precautions you can take to en
sure that your rights are protected. 

Students voice complaints to Dr. Bass 
By RODNEY CONLEY 
Managing Editor 
and CHRIS PETERS 
Starr Reporter 

Dr. Don Bass, College of the Mainland dean of In
struction and Student Development, met with students 
April 14 in an open forum to discuss any problems stu
dents might have. The meeting was originally scheduled 
for the Student Center but the group moved to the Tech
nical Educational Building shortly before the meeting. 

This is the third time he has met with students and 
the second time this semester. Dean Bass first met with 
students Deceinber 1991; the second meeting was ~cb. 
27. Although only nine students were prepent, including 
Srudent Activities Board member Sue Barton,. SAB Pres
ident Kathy Harper, SAB Treasurer Andrea Medellin, Or
ganization for African American Culture President Prune
la Brown, Babette Jammer and Zurii Cohen, some good 
points wcre brought up. 

When a student commenred about the small number 
of students present, Dean Bass laughed and said, "I con
sider this a good turnout." At the February meeting 
only only four students came. 

SAB President Harper opened the meeting and Dr. 
Bass brought up points from the February meeting 
which primarily were cafeteria concerns, such as buying 
a microwave for students who bring their lunch, lower
ing the high prices of food, the poor attitude of employ
ees who work in the cafeteria and the quality of the food 
served. 

Dr. Bass stated that a suggestion box had been 
placed in the food line and that he will look into the 
matter of getting a microwave. The Student Activities 
Council conducted a survey in the Student Center, the re
sults of which are on page 2 of this issue. The headline 
reads: Students respond to SAC survey. 

Dr. Bass expressed strong concern about the prob
lem with the cafeteria workers. Students complained that 
the workers showed favoritism and made rude comments 
to the students; they just weren't helpful. Dr. Bass agreed 
that this is not good for the school and said he would 
"look into" that situation. 

The first new issue brought up concerned first aid on 

campus. A student pointed out that students can't get 
into the.first aid boxes without a key, and that it's not 
easy to find someone to open it. Dean Bass responded 
that the campus police have keys. 

The second point was a grievance from OAAC 
members Brown, Jammer and Cohen, who wanted to 
share the the Student Center with the Fire Academy on 
April 24. Dean ·Bass said that the organization that has 
reserved a building has a right to keep the building for 
themselves. 

OAAC also raised the question of whether the pub
lic may attend graduation ceremonies. "Graduations are 
public, anyone can go," Dr. Bass answered. "They are a 
great public relations tool, and the more people who at
tend the better." 

COM drafting student Thomas Williams expressed a 
need for more block hour and cenificate programs. He 
has been in the drafting program for almost two years 
and is having difficulty completing his program because 
of the course availability. Dr. Bass resolved this problem 
by saying that drafting will have a certificate level this 
fall. 

A discussion about the problem of having inade
quate class hours for such classes as nutrition, drafting, 
Child Growth and Development and shorthand (which is 
ooly offered at night) also took place. 

The next concern was the golf carts on campus. A 
student was upSet about reckless driving and the pedestri
ans who may be threatened by these carts. The students 
at the meeting agreed it was a few of the student mail 
carriers who drive these carts recklessly. 

The final concern was that summer high school stu
dents may be allowed in to the recreational areas (such as 
the pool table room in the Student Center). Dr. Bass 
stated that high school students wouldn't bb able to use 
these f~cilities because they aren't fuU-time COM stuM. 
dents. 

COM provides.a non-profit summer school for area 
high schools, such as La Marque, Hitchcock and Dickin
son. Dr. Bass said, "This is our way to get students fa
miliar with COM so they may come here after high 
school." He added that II percent of the high school 
summer school students return to COM as college, stu-
dents. . . " ' 
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Torch-run T-shirts 

COM Campus Police Officer Vernon Ewell ex
hibits one or the T-shirts the COM Police De
partment is selling to help raise money for the 
Texas Special Olympics. The shirts may be pur
chased for $10 in the police office located in the 
Administration Building. 

(Photo by Melani Thompson) 

COM gallery presents 
new L.A. abstr'actio·n 
By JAMES MULLINS 
Starr Reporter 

College of the Mainland's currenL exhibition in the 
COM Art Gallery is the New LA. Abstraction, which 
includes non-figurative works from 10 of Los Angeles' 
abstract artists. The exhibit runs through May 29. 

"This abstraction is the final series of events that 
were made possible by a grant from the Texas Commit
tee for the Humanities," said Dr. Lizza. "The exhibition 
is presented to area residents in order to provide direct 
contact with some of the more vital images representa
tive of new directions in West Coast abstract art." 

The exhibition is free and can be viewed from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday by appointment 
only. For appointments and additional information call 

, the COM Fine Arts Office al (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext. 348 or 354. 

Artist Lisa Adams stands beside her artwork in the 
most recent COM Art Gallery exhibit, the New L.A. 
Abstractions. The work is a multi-media piece with 
paint and metal. Adams did the metal work herself. 
The exhibit continues through May 29. , 

(Photo by Melani Thompson) 
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News/Features 

Officer .Jose Villarreal, a member of the COM Campus Police, halts to talk to a student and to a COM 
maintenance worker. Villarreal is on one of the bicycles the police are using this summer to patrol the campus. 
The bikes give the officers more maneuverability to get into tight spots . (Photo by Melani Thompson) 

COM security starts new bike patrol 
By RODNEY CONLEY 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland Security Officer's 
Association is going to try a new approach to patrol
ling this summer semester. In fact COM students al
ready are starting to see the rather unusual sight of 
campus police deterring crime as they whiz around on 
bicycles. 

"During summer school there are many petty 
Lhcfts around the COM campus," COM cwnpus po
lice officer Jose Villarreal said. To combat this, the 
association decided to look into the current increase in 
bicycle law enforcement around the Uniled States. 

The association took three months to conceive 
this new plan contacting such community sponsor"' 

as Kmart, WalMart and Scars to obtain materials and 

gear needed, includin~ two Murray 12-speed bicycles, 

shons, helmets and othel' apparrel. 

"There are some places on campus we can't get 
into as easily as others," Villarreal stated. "To some 
places our patrol car and the carts are limited." 

With the bikes officers now have the advantage 
of being able to ride in between cars, to jump up onto 
sidewalks and lo have more overall speed and maneu
verability. "The bikes are also good low maintainance 
devices and they help the officer stay in shape," Vil
larreal addoo. 

The COM Police Officer's Association was 
formed two years ago and meets once a month. Villar
racl is the tteasurer and secretary and said that the as
sociation also is a Good News Committee that tries 
to help community non-profit organizations. 

Medic handles stress in Desert Storm 
Editor's Note: Arthur W. Fiedler, a student in Mary
lou Morrow's COMW 0360 writing improvement class, 
was asked to write an essay along with other class mem
bers on how to deal with stress. Fiedler wrote of his ex
perience as a medic in Operation Desert Storm, the war 
the United States fought with Iraq to free Kuwait begin
ning Jan. 15 1991. 

Fiedler was born May 21, 1963. After graduating 
from Heights Baptist Christian School in Texas City, he 
spent six years of active duty in the U.S. Navy as a 
medic. From 1987 to the present, he has beeia in the re
serve::, as a Navy medic. He is presently a pre-nursing 
student at College of the Mainland. 

Stress of the Desert 
It's 119 degrees and you have grit from the hot 

desert sand in your mouth. Your heartbeat pounds in 
your head. Your adrenal glands are working overtime. It's 
been 31 hours since you have so-called slept. Yes, the 
time has come that you prayed never would. The ground 

war has begun! You realize at any moment the cry "Med
ic!" may haunt your ears as it rings out. Has all of my 
medical ttaining paid off? Will I be able to hold out? 

These are some of the questions I asked myself Jan. 
15, 1991. This is how 1 handled the stress of Operation 
Desen~tonh. ' ' '' · ·' '· ' 
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Heat injuries were of the highest concern. Were my 
men drinking enough water? Will they allow troops time 
to rest? Can they get water to us if we run out? This fac
tor would come to be a daily worry. 

Gunshot wounds probably are the most feared injury 
I might encounter. To have someone depending on your 
ability to make a sp1it second decision is the wall be
tween life and death. So many of the Marines in our unit 
were very good friends of mine. They always seemed IO 

depend on "Doc." If I was OK they were OK. Even times 
when I was scared l didn't dare show it. I counted on 
them for protection. 

Last of all and the worst nightmare of any of t,he 
scenarios, was inability to medevac casualties. Things 
and circumstances change in hostile environments. You 
may find yourself the only chain in the evacuation plan. 
No medcvacs, doctors or help, just you. 

In closing, the way I tried to eliminate unforeseen 
stressful problems was to educate. What I mean by this 
was to educate the soldiers J would be supporting in 
first-aid, CPR and desert survival. I found this to be a 
great help in the stressful days of the war. I found any 
help was better Lhan none at all, and that made my job 
easier. Planning is the key to help eliminate stress. I 
hope_ you will take ~n thought these f~l:' so. yQu _may 
learn from situations that happened to me. · · 
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Your private life 
isn't that private 

By BELINDA WILLIAMS 
Sports Editor 

Do Uncle Sam, credit bureaus, banks, insurance 
companies or any other interested parties know more 
about your personal life than your own mother? You 
may think the answer is no, but it really could be yeS. 

Your private life may not be as private as you 
would like to think. More and more information is being 
gathered about people's personal lives and is being stored 
in a computer somewhere. Most adults have at one time 
or another, sought credit (or a credit card) or bought insu
rance, and if they have, Lhere probably are at least two 
dossiers with their names on them, according to an arti
cle written by Robert S: Boyd of the Wichita Eagle. 

Every time you use your credit card, dial an 800 or 
900 number, order from a catalog, buy or rent a car, re
serve a hotel room, or an airline ticket, visit a doctor or 
hospital, take out a mortgage, or engage in almost any 
transaction, you give out information about yourself. 

According to an anicle about privacy in Consumer 
Reports, May 1991, much of the most sensitive infor
mation about Americans resides at credit bureaus. The 
nation's credit bureaus keep files on nearly 90 percent of 
all American adults - anybody who ever buys something 
on credit. Credit granters, such as department stores, 
credit-card issuers and banks, repon the payment histo
ries of their customers to one or sevel'al credit bureaus. 

Each month creditors feed information about your 
payment history to one or more of the bureaus by com
puter. 

In a another article by Boyd for the St. ..Paul Pioneer 
Press, he quoted Rep. Clay Shaw, R-Aorida, saying at a 
congressional hearing on computel' threats to privacy, "I 
think the overwhelming majority of the American popu
lation would be absolutely shocked to know how much 
information is being gathered about them, and how free
ly this infonnation is available to those who seek to un
cover it." 

At the same hearing Boyd quoted Rep. Bob Wise, 
D-W . .Va., chairman of the House Subcommittee on 
Government lnfonnalibn saying, "ln the not-too-distant 
future, consumers face the prospect that a computt;r 
somewhere will compile a record about everything they 
purchase, every place they go and every thing they do. 
'Tm not Sure this is a vision of the future that will make 
most Americans feel comfortable." 

Did you know that every 10 years a U.S. Census is 
taken to find how our population has increased? Ameri
cans are asked to fill out a census form which asks ques
tions about race, marital status, rent, home value and 
size, and how many people live in one household. These 
questionnaires are·supposed to be kept confidential for 72 
yearn. 

If you don't like the government knowing all those 
things about you as a result of the census questionnaire, 
consider this: There is a federal law which says anyone 
refusing to answer the census will be fined a maximum 
of $100 and fined $500 for giving fal.se information. 

An article in the May 1991 Consumer Reports 
states that if you've ever applied for individual life, 
health or disability insurance, your insurer may have had 
you checkoo out with the Medical Infonnation Bureau in 
Westwood, Mass. 

The medical informal.ion is obtained. from public 
records and from doctors, with the written permi~ion of 
the insurance applicant The MIB keeps records on about 
15 million individuals and their medical conditions or 
other factors that could affe.ct their longevity. 

Modem technology has made it difficult to piotect 
your privacy; however, you can follow these basic steps 
enumerated in the Jan.20.1989, edition or Editorial Re-
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Alternative music 
rocks the nation 
Continued. from Page 8-----------
as these have given alternative music the boost it has 
needed to successfully enter the music industry. 

The Houston alternative scene 
A few bands in Houston have "gone big" becoming 

major recording artists. Among profesional bands that 
have gotten their start in Houston are King's X, The 
Awful Truth, The Galactic Cowboys and most recently 
dead horse. 

The Houston area has primarily five big clubs that 
host alternative music. The Vatican is considered the 
largest and most popular alternative club in Houston. 
The Axiom is an older alternative cleb that is smaller 
but just as popular. Fitzgerald's, a higher class club, is 
probably the most respectable alternative club in Hous
ton. When large-scale national acts come to Houston 
they can usually be seen at The Unicorn and Pik.'n'Pak 
hosts "death metal," the darker side of alternative music. 

These clubs, almost exclusively dedicated to alterna
tive music, are commonly referred to as "The Under
ground." The scene gets its nickname fri:,m the fact that 
most of these clubs and bands are far removed from 
mainstream/popular music, commonly called "cheese." · 

Another reason for the name The Underground is 
that few people know about i.t; as though it were hidden. 

One alte~ative club scene that is growing in Hous
ton is "death metal." Death metal is a brand of rock 'n' 
roll that uses ultra-heavy speed-metal rhythms to produce 
as much power and noise as possible. Joe Clatter, who 
is one of the editors of Rivethead an alternative news
weekly, also handles the booking of death metal alterna
tive bands all over Houston. 

The alternative scene is gammg in popularity 
among the youth of Houston and one of the main rea
sons for this is that the publication of newspapers, such 
as Rivethead and Public News, devoted exclusively to al· 
temati ve music and art. 

These newspapers give listings and advertisements 
for alternative bands and other artists, also. 

Not only is alternative music a big section in these 
newspapers, but alternative dance clubs, art galleries, and 
theaters are also represented in large numbers. 

The local alternative scene 

In and around the College of the Mainland's tax dis
trict many alternative bands have recently started up. 

In Galveston many clubs host not only talent from 
all over Texas, hilt the island also has some hometown 
heroes who are now invading the Houston thusic scene. 

Derelict Train, undeniably the most popular alterna
tive band in Galveston, has a large following after play
ing for more than a year at clubs and parties all ovel' the 
island. 

1he Immortal Skin Headress, Cartoon Monster and 
Priest Ivy are Texas City bands that have recently sprung 
up and have alternative variations in their music. 

Another Galveston band, Stone Logic, previously 
known as Mudbone Sugarfoot, has played the notorious 
club The Vatican in Houston. They will be playing The 
Axiom in Houston on May 14, along with local Texas 
City band Cartoon Monster. 
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Chris Boudreau, right, and Babette Jammer, both of La Marque, recently received.a Dumas Scholarship from COM 
President Larry L, Stanley. Boudreau is a businw administration major and Jammer is an office systems technology 
major. The scholarship is named in memory of the late Lu Ann Dumas, daughter of Rev. and Mrs. P.B. Dumas of 
Texas City. Mrs. Dumas is an adjunct faculty member in the humaninites department suite located in the LRC. 

More awareness of sexual ha.rassment now 
By KIM MITCHELL 
and JAMES MULLINS 
Staff Reporters 

Good old sex, what's wrong with that? Everything -
when it's unwelcome, especially at school or at work. 
Sexual harassment affects thousands of people in today's 
society. 

Sexual harassment is defined as an unwelcome sexu
al advance, request for sexual favors or other sexual con
duct, either verbal or physical under Title VII of the Fed
eral Rights Act of 1964, Section 703. 

"Lately it seems sexual harassment is more relevant 
since the Mike Tyson, Supreme Cowt Justice Clarence 
Thomas and William Kennedy Smith trials," said Al 
Bass, College of the Mainland physical education in
structor. However, this doesn't mean that sexual harass

. ment hasn't been prevalant in the past. 
"Dealing with what the definition of sexual harass

ment is, it seems that in the past, men have sexually ha
rassed women more than women harassed men, under
standing that for every 11 rapes only one is reponed,1' 
said Bob Young, COM economics instructor. 

Men are stereotyped as the individuals who do all 
the sexual harassing, but it's not true anymore; women 
sexually harass men as well according to The Big Pinch, 
a sexual harassment tape available in the COM Human 
Resources Department When men find themselves ha
rassed, most are too embarrassed or ashamed to admit it, 
so it goes unreponed, the film reveals. 

Natiorlal Student Services surveyed 8,523 federal 
employees about sexual harassment 1991. Of the women 
surveyed, 90 percent said they were harassed by touch
ing. As for the men, 85 percent of those surveyed said 
they also were harassed by touching. On the topic of ver-

ba1 abuse, 80 percent of the women and 65 percent of the 
men said they had been harassed that way. 

"There is a double standard in America and it's not 
fair," said Laura Winkler, COM senior records clerk. 
"Both sides, male and female, sexually harass, but only 
males are getting the blame. Society needs IO change its 
values because women are allowed a grearer freedom to 
assert themselves toward men." 

"When it comes to seXual harassment, everyone's 
lxmndaries are different," part-time COM developmental 
reading instructor Elaine Ruthven said. "There are a lot 
of misconceptions of what sexual harassment is. They 
need to know what their boundaries are, and they need to 
be assertive enough to protect their boundaries and defend 
their position." 

Many people consider sexual harassment to be in 
the eyes of the beholder. In Lewis Cairoll's Alice in 
Wonderland. Humpty Dumpty says to Alice "When I use 
a word, it means just what I choose it ·10 mean - neither 
more nor less." 

Alice says, "The question is whether you can make 
words mean so many different things." 

Humpty Dumpty answers, "The question is which 
is to be the master - that's alt'." 

Can sexual harassment be seen as a fonn of di.scrim· 
ination? 

"Sexual harassment is an insidious fonn of discrimi
nation," said Becky Jopes, ABE coordinator. "It can be 
very difficult to pin down concretely and deal with in a 
rational and ilssenive manner. Too many times it is tak· 
en as a personal problem as opposed to a societaJ prob
lem. Only if the changing times and myths continue to 
focus light on these unpleasant and unwelcomed situa
tions will their repetition cease and another break in the 
victim/aggressor will be established." 

August GOP convention job possibilities offered 
By JAsoN CANTRELL Houston. fore and after the GOP national convention. 
Assistant Editor They are looking for between 300 and 400 people Readhimer is a growing staffing agency in Haus-

Readhimer Staffing Services is looking for sum
mer help for the Republican National Convention 
that will be held in Houston from }\ug. 15-22. The 
c~nvention is bein~ held at ttie A~trodome and the 
GCOcgc·R. Brown Convention Center, both located in 
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to work positions such as waiters/waitresses, food ton that works with many businesses and corpora-
runners, doormen, cooks, hosts/hostesses, bartenders lions in the Houston area 

and receptionists. They are especiaI1y interested in Anyone interested in finding work during the 
college 8ge students to fill these positions. summer or permanent work must apply at the Read-

Readhimer also is looking for he1p for other scr- himer office at 7634 Park Place in Houston, located 
, vicCs that it offers all :~.ve~ the Houston aJ"e81 ~th, J?e·- , .. ;.~ Hobby ';"!1J>Ol"L:-
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Interviews/Features 
COM student wins poetry contest 
By RODNEY CONLEY 
Managing Editor 

RecenUy College of the Mainland studenl Nonna l. 
Raven was notified by mail that a poem she had wriuen 
and entered inlO the North American Open Poetry Con
test will be published by the National Library of Poetry 
in a deluxe, hardbound anthology called A View From 
the Edge. 

"I was surprised to find out," Raven said. The con
test was advertised in the October 1991 iS!Ue of Inter
COM and was open to any poet, whether p~viously 
published or noL • 

Originally from Marac.aibo, Venezuela, Raven came 
to the United States for economic reasons in 1990. She 
stated that Venezuela is sometimes called "the door of 

COM student Norma Raven was recently notirled that 
her poem, "Just One Love," is tq be included in the 
National Library of Poetry anthology,A Vitw From the 
Edge. Raven, a native of Venezuela, wrote the poem in 
honor of her mother. Raven came to the United States 
in 1990. (Photo by Melani Thompson) 

South America" because it's at the north end of that con
tinent. The Gulf of Venezuela is on the country's north
west side and is an inlet of the Caribbean. 

A friend of Raven's living in this area recommended 
it as a good spot to live. Once here she decided ID enroll 
in COM after receiving the college catalogue in the 
mail. She has been a student at COM for five semesters 
and cU1TCnUy is the president of the COM Amigos Club. 

Raven definitely fits the description of a "hopeless 
romantic." She mentions her love of life, people and 
even the good or bad weather. She also seems to cele
brate life by not letting petty things get her down. 
"When you're mad you have no time to see the finer 
things. You just keep going on past them .. " Raven said. 

She likes to write and uses her writing as a fonn of 
expression. "Poetry is a way to bring out emotions and 
feelings," Raven said. "I function best by writing." 

Raven has been writing poetry since she was in 
high school. This is the first poem she has written in 
English. Her other poems are in Spanish. 

The poem which won is called "Just One Love" and 
is about her mother. The last verse reads: 

1bere are no distances between her and I. 
There is a peace this world cannot bother. 
There is no word in my mind to describe 
the only and purest love I devote to my Mother. 

"My mother is very close to me (even though she is 
in Venezuela)," Raven said. "Every time I write to her I 
send a poem." 

Raven's brother died 13 years ago and each year on 
the anniversary of his death she sends a poem, which her 
mother then has printed in Panorama, the local newspa
per in Maracaibo. 

Having her poem published in A View From the 
Edge is "an exciting experience," Raven said. It seems 
that in her native country men get things published more 
easily and more frequently than do women. 

Raven enjoys this new honor and says much of her 
encouragement has come from her close friends and her 
teachers including COM Division of Arts and Humani
ties instructors Sandra Evans, Roger Stallings and Tom
mie Frees. 

"They have truly helped me and I love them all." 

COM holds AIDS Awareness Seminar 
By KIM MITCHELL 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland held an AIDS Awareness 
Seminar in the Student Center, March 7. Ronald Gordon 
spoke only 10 minutes on AIDS, but handed out valua
ble information on defeating the AIDS virus. He spoke 
the rest of the session about the Muslim religion. 

In Washington D. C., 30 AIDS patients are being 
treated with low doses of Immunex, an African-developed 
AIDS treatment. according to The Final Call, a Chicago 
newspaper. Dr. Abdul Allin Muhammad, executive direc
tor of the Abundant Life Clinic, is ecstatic with the 
progress his patients have made. One patient, with full
blown AIDS, was experiencing weight loss, weakness, 
chronic diarrhea and a yeast infection in her throat that 
barely allowed her to eat. After a month's treatment with 
Immunex, Dr. Muhammad found she was 100 percent 
better. She's now enjoying a normal life. 

Immunex, a treatment containing human alpha in
terferon, was developed by the Nairobi-based company, 
Medikem, which had trouble obtaining Kemron, another 
AIDS fighting drug developed by the Kenya Medical Re
search Institution, according to Final Call. 

1be treatment. because of it's cost, is one of the ma
jor problems in dealing with AIDS. Normal treatment 
for ope year costs between $7,000 anc! $10,000: Howev- · · 

• 

er, Kemron and Immunex treatments cost between 
$1,000 and $1,600 for one year, according to Oct 7, 
I 991 issue of The Final Call. 

The Federal Food and Drug Administration still 
needs to approve the non-toxic treatments. The first 
group of patients to be treated with the non-toxic drug 
should be finished in May. Once the results are submit
ted to the FDA, it may be possible to distribute Kemron 
and Immuncx worldwide. 

Dr. Davy Keoch, head of the Kenya Medical Re
search Institute, noted in his interview with the Sept. 
30, 1991 The Final Call that some of the 795 original 
patients in the first test group in Kenya had ·sero
converled." Not only were they rid of AIDS symptoms, 
but they no longer had the AIDS virus. Sero-conversion, 
a highly criticized theory because it's such a rare occur
rence, is "the toLal reversal of a disease." Gordon, who 
held the seminar, told the audience emphatically: "This 
is serious (sere-conversion of AIDS). I thought I was 
reading it (the story in The Finill Cal() wrong." 

Dr. Muhammad said in his interview with The Final 
Call, "It's one thing to feel there is no real answer in 
tenns of treatment for AIDS, (but when you) come into 
the knowledge a vcry good treatment does exist in the 
world, then it is incumbent to find a way to deliver -that 
good news and good treabnent to those that desperately 
need it." 
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Thieves heist car from COM Lot A 
By JULIE SCKITTONE 
Starr Reporter 

Imagine walking out to your car; as you reach for 
your keys, you sigh in relief that the day is over and all 
you can think about is going home. You reach the spot 
where you had parked your car earlier, but your car is 
gone! 

This is exactly what happened to Phil Johnson, head 
of media services at College of the Mainland. J9hnson's 
car was stolen from the parking lot directfy in front of 
the Student Center between 12: 10 p.m. and 5 p.m. on 
April 2. 

Johnson said he didn't see any reason for his '78 
Oldsmobiie ninety eight to be stolen other than "some
one must have just needed parts for an oldsmobile." 

That is in fact what was needed. The car was found 
in West Texas City, but it was stripped from the dash-

board to the front end, including the engine and all four 
wheels. "I can't believe anyone would want that car bad 
enough to take iton such a rainy day," replied Johnson. 

Reporting officer Guillermo Huerta told Johnson 
that nothing could be done until the car was found, Hu
erta said "The initial process in a case like this is to take 
the original report and tum it over to an area police de
partment." In this case it was turned over to the Hitch
cock police department 

Johnson also stated: "Something should be done to 
increase security or perhaps it has improved but I just 
didn't notice until something happened to me. I guess 
unless the thieves are caught in the act, they'll continue 
to get away scot free." 

In reference to the teli:phone theft in Suite B of the 
Leaming Resources Center reported in the March/April 
issue of InterCOM, the thieves apparently also got away 
scot free. The case, however, is still under investigation 
by the campus police. 

Crime up at COM during summer 
Chief Miller: Worst crimes at COM are those that go unreported 
By CHRIS PETERS 
Staff Reporter 

The worst crimes at College of the Maintand are the 
ones which go unreported. 

"If the students don't report a crime, how is security 
going to know there is a problem?" asked Howard Mill
er. chief of police at COM. 

"It doesn't matter how small or Jarge the crime is, it 
helps to let police know that one has been committed," 
Chief Miller said. "If the same crime is committed IO 
times and only one of the victims reports it, it is not 
considered a problem because people blew it off." 

Although Chief Miller does not consider vandalism 
a problem on campus, he did say it gets worse in the 
summer months when the high school students are at 
COM for summer school. "We find things such as racial 
slurs on the elevator floor and things ripped off the bath
room walls," the chief explained .. These senseless crimes 
take taxpayers money and COM manpower to fix. 

"If a man has to stop one job to clean off a wall it's 
a waste of time and energy," ChiefMil1er said disgus~-

ly. The chief emphasized the importance of reporting 
any crime because it is the only way to recognize a prob
lem. If a student or COM employee has a problem, he 
can reach the campus police from any phone on campus 
by dialing Ext 599, Chief Miller said. The campus po-

•• 

• 

lice are on call 24 hours a day. If a call has to be made 
from off campus, dial (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991 
before dialing the emergency extension. For non
emergencies call Ext 403. 

The largest problem cm campus is theft, Chief Mill
er said. And the most thefts occur in the gym locker 
room. "Don't ever leave valuables in those lockers," the 
chief stressed. "lt doesn't matter, locked or othefwise. 
I've seen holes cut in the steel cages." Chief Miller added 
that the items stolen most often seem to be checkbooks, 
jewlery and, "~ks are always coming up missing." 

One of the lesser offenses on campus is feeding the 
ducks, but this is not a humorous offense to the campus 
police. The chief explained if students feed the ducks on 
campus, the ducks wiJJ keep coming around the build
ings, making a mess on the walkways. Then someone 
has to come behind the ducks and clean up. 

Compared to other campuses Chief Miller has 
worked at, he feels this is a beautiful campus. He be
lieves that 98 percent of the students at COM are here 
for business: to study and learn and not cause trouble. 

"If people vandalize it takes their own tax dollars to 
fix (the propeny vandalized)," Chief Miller stressed. This 
is money out of the budget that some student might need 
for student aid. 

Chief Miller urges people to repon all crimes and to 
do so immediately. The emergency extension is 599 and 
the non-emergency ej\tension is 403. 

• 
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King verdict no excuse 
for killings, violence 

JULIE 
SCKITTONE 

No one ever said that justice is fair, and the cruel 
truth seems to be that justice is more implied than real. 
At least this seems to be the case with the not-guilty 
verdict rendered in the Rodney King/police trial. The 
Constitution guarantees justice, but what looks like jus
tice on paper may be morally unjust, and in the end a 
score will be settled if moral justice is not perceived. 

The not·guilty verdict caused a score-settling riot 
with people killed and property demolished in the streets 
of Los Angeles. The rest of the nation saw violence in 
Seattle, Wash., Las Vegas, and New York to name a 
few, and marches and protests in other areas. 

The May 4 issue of The Houston Post reported 48 
confirmed deaths, 2,000 injuries and 9,000 arrests. The 
rioling also resulted in 10,CXXJ buildings either looted or 
destroyed by fire. 

The firefighlers were faced with "amaruer" snipers as 
well as people wielding axes in attempts to halt them 
from extinguishing the blazes. 

The question of two wrongs making a right comes 
to mind. Let's face it, it was inevitable that some display 
of public action would be the result of the jury's flabber
gasting verdict However, the camagC that exploded 
over the next couple of days was definitely not a right! 

That the public is screaming for change is more 
than obvious now. Racial tensions have been smolder
ing all along; the Rodney King verdict simply fanned the 
embers into a raging fire, but the current situation needs 
to move from being a racial issue to being a human is
sue with justice accorded to all human beings. It's rather 
ironic that the beating that Rodney King suffered is the 
same beating inflicted on an innocent truck driver and 
two motorcyclists, one of which was killed and the other 
critically injured. 

Not to say that the jury's decision was by any 
means the right one (most people strongly feel that what 
was shown on Lhe video did not fit the jury's decision 
concerning the officers), but the way that people have 
been showing their disappointment only separates and 
destroys our American unity more than it helps resolve 
anything. 

One south central L.A. looter stated that he had hit a 
certain Korean liquor store just because the owner had 
once accused him of shoplifting and refused to sell him 
milk when he was,4 cents short. The man's comment 
was "I got my four cents." This shows how quickly the 
violence moved from being directly related to the King 
verdict, tq becoming an opponunity to "get back" at so
ciety. 

Looking at the media coverage of the carnage, one 
would get the impression of watching a Third World 
country (you know, one in which people with heavy¥· 
tillary think it's balanced to fight people with rocks) en
gulfod in their own civil war, except now it's happening 
in our own back yard. Some people have likened the de
struction in L.A. to the destruction of Kuwait City. 

The most ridiculous lhing about the destruction is 
that we are to blame. We are the culprits tearing our
selves apan from each other. Will we ever learn? Or arc 
we destined to forever blindly follow the bandwagon of 
mayhem that currently surrounds us? 

How do we explain this behavior to ourselves or, 
moreover, to out children? They probably don't under
stand it, and the sad ttuth is neither do we. 

If it hasn't gotten through to anyone yet, the simple 
fact is that the world is nc~ a perfect place. But it is what 
we make of it (for ourselves and for olhers) ... 'end of 
discussion. 
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Editorials/News 
COM students flock to 
Spring Fever Dance 
By MELANI THOMPSON 
Staff Reporter 

It was a cool spring night. The srars were out I 
walked into the hotel and went straight to the Spring Fe
ver Dance. 

• The Student Activities Board sponsored College of 
the Mainland's spring dance al the Hotel Galvez in 
Galveston April 3. Approximarely 200 people atrended. 

To carry out the Spring Fever: A Night Under the 
Stars theme, the decorations were balloons. some with 
stars, stars hanging from the ceiling over the dance floor 
and fishbowls wirh candles in them. 

Refreshments for the dance were provided by the ho
rel and included a vegelable tray, a fruit tray, finger sand
wiches, egg rolls, cheese, crackers and chicken wings. 
Coke, Sprire and other soft drinks were available. Mixed 
drinks, beer and other alcoholic beverages were available 
for purchase. 

Music for the dance was provided by Mike's Mobile 
Music. Mike played everything from Nirvana to Garth 
Brooks. Early in the evening, the dance floor was empty, 
so to break the ice, SAB members got up and danced. 
Then other people joined in. From then on, during some 
songs, the dance floor was packed, while during others it 
was nearly bare. 

Sevaal faculty and staff members attended the dance. 

COM students John Garza and Andrea Medellin dance to tunes played by Mike's Mobile Music at the COM Spring 
Fever Dance held at the Hotel Galvez in Galveston April 3. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Among them were math instructor Michael Judge, eco~ 
nomics instructor Bob Young. biology instructor 
Emmeline Dodd. COM police officer Matthew Clausen, 

physical education secretary Glenda Rebstock, financial 
services secretary Hilda Jones and COM Press secretary 
Terri Cornelius. 

Students respond to survey about food services 
By MELANI THOMPSON 
Starr Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Activity 
Council conducted a food survey in the Student Cent.er 
during the secood week of April. One-hundred fifty-one 
people replied. 

The fill-in blanks on the survey allowed respondents 
to indicate whether they were students, employees, other, 
or student employees. Other qu~tions asked what people 
were willing to pay for meals, and how many times per 
week they at.e in the cafeteria or from vending machin~. 
They also were asked to rate the quality of food from 
J)O(K to excellent and to rate the cafeteria services, on the 
same scale, and whether they considexed the present cafe
teria hours (Monday-Thursday 8 a. m. 10 8 p.m. and Fri-
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day 8 a. m. to I p. m.) to be satisfactory. A final ques
tion asked. "What would the food service have to do "in 
order for you to patronize the cafeteria and/or vending 
machines?" 

The average amount of people are willing to pay for 
breakfast, lunch and dinner are $3.22, $3.60 and $3.75 
respectively. The average number of times per week stu
dents eat in the cafeteria are three, while average trips to 
the vending machines are four. 

The quality of the food from the cafereria and the 
quality of the food from the vending machines was rated 
poor(!), average (2), good (3) or excellent (4). The cafe
teria averaged. a score of 1.94 while the vending ma
chines received a 291. 

Service in the cafeteria and service from the vending 
machines was 1.82 for the cafeteria and the vending ma-

chine average was 2.47. 
Cafeteria hours were sati<fad()[)'. to 19.3 pen:ent of 

the people who answered the question, 19.3 percent said 
they were unsatisfactory and 2 percent did not answer. 

In response to the final question, about what the 
food service could do to improve, the majority of the 
complaints were that the prices of the food were too high 
and the attirudes of the employees needed to improve. 

Some of the comments were: 
"I fe.el the cafeteria st.aff is friendly and care about 

what they serve to U"!eir customers. They know me by 
name." 

"I think maybe they should open lunch at 10:30 
a.m. instead of 11 a.m. because so many people hate to 
wait." 

"The prices are way too high." 

Fire academy members graduate 
By BELINDA WILLIAMS 
Sports Editor 

College of the Mainland's evening-class fire acade
my cadets participated in graduation ceremonies Friday, 
April 24. Day-class cadets graduated Saturday, April 25. 
The graduations were held in the Leaming Resource C.en~ 

ter Auditorium. 
The evening class consisted of 12 men and one 

woman;16men and one woman made up the day class. 
Donna Stroud was the president of the evening chw 

and Michael Comitius was the president of the day class. 
Both gave a brief speech about the fire academy." 

Stroud also was presented. a plaque for the most im
proved srudenL 

"I really enjoyed the academy; I am going to miss it 
and all the instructors, they were great," Stroud ex
plained. "I had originally wanted 10 go to Houston Com
munity College for fire training, but they dropped the 
course. I ende.d. up enrolling in the COM academy and , 
thought it was not going to be very good, but it tµmed_ 
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out to be a great academy. 
The frre rechnology program is under the direction 

of Jon Le.acroy, Who has been in the fire service since 
1978. "I was very proud of all of them; they have all 
worked very hard," uacroy said. 

Most of the cadets in the academy are volunteer fire
men in their communities. 

Evening classes take approximately eight months to 
complete and the day classes take about four. Evening 
classes are held from 6-10 p.m. Monday, Wedneclay and 
Friday and from 8 a.m.- 5 p.m. on Saturday. Day classes 
are held Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 8 p.m.- 5 
p.m. 

Not only do the cadets learn fire training, but they 
also go through emergency medical training. Upon 
completion of the course, the cadets become eligible for 
certification by the stat.e. Many cities require comp1etion 
of the fire academy for firefighrers seeking employment 

Afrer each ceremony graduates, their families and 
friends were served cake, punch and coffee in the Student 
Cenrer. 

• 

Students, faculty and staff enjoy stroUing one of the walkways constructed last sum.mer. (Photo by Chris PetetS) 

COM plans events. for anniversary 
.:;ontinued from page >------------ ings. Construction was completed on the Fine Arts Build-

The board also appointed Dr. Fred A. Taylor, former ing, the Student Center and the Physical Education 
director of adult education at Del Mar College in Corpus Complex four years later. 
Christi, as dean of Instruction, according to the COM In a guest editorial submitted to The Galveston Dai-
20th Anniversary Report. ly News, President Stanley said, "] believe we have made 

COM's first fall semester began Sept. 14, 1967, a measurable difference in our community over the 25 
with 414 students attending 94 classes iri 14 classrooms years of our existence. But I am also convinced the best 
a\ the old Booker T. Washington High School in Texas is yet to come for College of the Mainland, as well as 
City. community colleges throughout the country." 

:--~:;=":"'~l'~e->a~lso!,2..;used~\!_JB~ar~bou~iprsLC~ ha!\lpe1!'.J,l .!\ac,iro~ ssi::th~e~s¥tr:!':ee~t~ __ JEi~·gg1h~t <1_tbe( elT]lll9yees, in l!{ldition to Dr. Bass. sull 
(from Washington kigb Scbool)." said Dr. Don Bass, work for the college. They are faculty members Michael 
COM's dean of Instruction and Student Services. Dr. Bordelon, Dr. Carolyn Hartnell, George Thomas, Larry 
Bass, who became dean March, 1985. was one of the Smith and Dr. Manuel Urbina; Division of Business 
original insttuctors al COM. NI came here as an English chairwoman, Dr. Dorothy E. McNutt; senior secretary, 
reacher in 1967. I taught English, reading and speech." Dorothy Cathcart; director of Continuing Education, 

COM moved to its present facilities on March 21, Rohen Shinn. 
1970, according to the COM 20th Anniversary Report. Any ideas or suggestions for the coming events will 
The campus consisted of the Leaming Resource Center, be appreciared. Contact Mary Danaczko at (409) 938-
the Administration, Math-Science and Technical- 1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 438, or the person repre-
Vocational (now named Technical Educational) build- senting your building. 

Stout remembered by COM faculty 
Continued from page >-----------
degree in psychology and was hired at COM in the coun-
seling depanmenL ' 

He worked at COM while he finished earning his 
doctorate in counseling psychology. He became a full· 
time counselor at COM in 1975. 

Dr. Stout. who lived in Clear lake for 22 years, is 
survived by his wife Claire and twin sons, Peter and Pa
trick. 

"He loved his job and did all he could do to help stu· 
dents with their problems," said Dr. Don Bass, dean of 
Instruction and Student DevelopmenL 

Dr. Bob Johnston, COM director of Admissions and 
Records/ Registrar, stated "He was a friend to some and 
to me be was much more than that 

"He was one person that I shared my thoughts with 
and he understood me and I understood him. I guess he 
was the closest thing I had to a best friend. He will sure
ly be missed." 

Dr. Bill Spillar, chairman of the Division of Ans 
and Hwnanities, who thought of Dr. Stout as a good 
friend described him as being an outrageous person ·and 
wrote of an experience he had with him while they were 
out of 10wn. 

They went to a meeting with Bonnie Longion, a 
former COM reading instructor, and Dr. Janith Srephen
son, a COM reading instructor. In the morning Longion 

' . . . ,• . . . . . ' .. . . .. ' . ' ; . 
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and Dr. Srepbenson called and 10ld Dr. Spillar that they 
had had coffee sent up and they would be right over . 

Dr. Spillar wrore, "Chester realized they were play
ing a joke on us by coming over at 6 a.m. in the morn
ing, and he decided to play a joke back on them. 

"He bounded out of bed and started to furiously 
make up his bed," Dr. Spillar wrote. "And after room 
service had already brought up the coffee and Janith and 
Bonnie showed, Bonnie demanded to know where Ches
ler had slept.·· 

Dr. SpiHar wrot.e that at this point Dr. Stout simply 
pointed at him (Dr. Spillar) where he was still lying in 
bed 

"There was a .good deal more interchange between 
them; he had made his poinl. Bonnie still wonders about 
us," Dr. Spillar wrote. "She hasn't called; probably be
causeshe doe'n't know if I've lost a lover or a friend." 

. Dr. Tony Ffeiffer put some thoughts on paper after 
Dr. StoUt'S death. One phrase reads, "No more elegant 
suits; wry, boyish grins; studied wisdom; well-spun 
phrases; twisted, barbed observations and humor, ex~ 
of food and drink; finely honed ironies; and all; and on 
and on. 

"You cons pi.red to blow your heart. You came as 
close as humanly possible to exploding. You wanted it 
that way-- one last flash and oul" 

• 

• 
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Guest speaker talks 
about U.S. troubles 
Continued from page ,_ _________ _ 

recipient of numerous awards for his efforts toward 
peace. As foreign minister in I 979-80, he helped usher 
Nicaragua into a new beginning after the fall of the long
time Som om family dynasty. 

Currently working to improve the living standards 
in his country, Rev. D'Escoto talked at great lengths on 
how the U.S. policy toward Nicaragua brought about al0 

most 70 years of heartache for his countrymen. 
Among his primary targets were former president 

Ronald Reagan and i.-.:umbent George Bush. 
"Your presidents are the most deceitful people," 

Rev. D'Escoto said with full reference to Reagan and 
Bush. 

He explained how the American government allied 
itself with Louis Anastasio Somoza De bayle policies 
over the course of his rule. In the process, roughly 20 
percent of their population was extenninated - a vast ma~ 
jority due to American assistance. 

"Your country can pick some real winners. N Rev. 
D'Escoto said san:astically. 

He continued to say how the human race, despile all 
its advances in technology. will ultimately fail the 
course of nature. 

"We are the only creatures that will not achieve suc
cess by living out the rules of nature," he said. '"We have 
become a people suffering from the hardening of the 
heart." 

Anotlier ·df the points Rev. D'Escoto touched on 
was how ~ghly 60 to 70 million people die each year 
due to uninstitutionalized violence; these people, particu
larly a vast nwnber of his countrymen, die due to hunger 
and sickness - two things Rev. D'Escoto felt could be 
aued. 

The priest theorized that America owed Nicaragua 
$17 ~-~ th# Niroragna IOlll<.lbe.llS. 
to the World Court. adding that "America got the biggest 
reprimand ever given by the coort." 

Concentrate! Concentrate! 

COM student Stephen Cochran of Dickinson 
studies on the mez:zanine or the Learning Re
source Center Library for a test in a pre-calculus 
class he is taking rrom Leslie Richardson. 

(Photo by Belinda Williams) 
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What's Happening 
New art gallery exhibit 

The COM Art Gallery has a new exhibit: the New 
L. A. Abstractio11. It opened April 23 with a lecture 
from guest speaker Joni Gordon. The exhibit will run 
through May 29. Call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-
3991, Ext. 348 Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
for a key to enter the gallery. 

Kirby scholarships 
The Kirby Company, manufacturer of home care 

systems, is continuing its annual College Scholarship 
Program, "Making the Grade." Funded jointly by inde
pendent distribulOrs, divisional supervisors and The Kir
by Company, the scholarships range from $250 to 
$1,000. 

Designed to give college students a realistic alterna
tive to dead-end summer jobs, the program emphasizes 
time management, communication skills and profession
alism in an actuaJ business setting. Participants work as 
full-time and pan-time independent Kirby dealers during 
June, July and August, competing for monthly scholar
ships based on sales perfonnance. 

COM art instructor Carter Ernst's Design II students have been working to decorate the above Mazda for the 
Houston Festival parade held May 2. Their entry, Playing with a full deck •.. Not!,~ decorated with playing cards 
among other things. Student Krystl Richardson hugs the stuffed rat used as a hood ornament, while Ernst looks on 
and student Alice Yanasak puts finishing touches to two "rolls of money" mounted on top of the car. 

For more information, contact your local authorized 
Kirby distributor or call (216) 228-2400 or write the Kir
by Company, 1920 West 114th St., Cleveland, OH 
44102-2391. 

(Photo by Brandon Williams) Bass also wins 'Griz' 
!~!.~~COM wins ano!~~~ngTIPA award Eckert faculty award 
THOMPSON Continued from Paue I 

Barrera, excited to learn the three had won the award ~ 
Staff Reporter said: "I think it's great. We deserved it,. ' thought any instructor at COM could have received it 

College of the 
Mainland's student publi
cation, InterCOM, re
ceived a third-place award 
for newspaper news page 
design in the Texas Inter
collegiate Press Associa
tion Competition for 
1991. The award was an
nounced at the awards 
banquet held in Arling
Lon April 11. This is the 
seventh TIP A award / n
te rCO M has won since 
1987 when the paper's 
adviser, Astrid H. Low
ery, first entered it in the 
yearly compeJ.ition. 

The winning news 
page was a new design 
first used on the front 
page of the March 1991 
issue, which lnterCOM 
is still using. TIPA se
lected it as third best out 
of more than 60 entries. 

"We worked really 
hard," said Penny Barre
ra, managing editor dur
ing the spring of 1991. 
"It's a great look, some
thing we risked doing." 

Recipients of the 
award are Barrera, Dale 
Dimitri, assistant editor 
spring 1991, and spring 
1991 staff reporter 
Thomas Overbeck, who 
did the graphic design 
work in the graphic arts 
lab in the Techincal Edu-

Penny Barrera 

Dale Dimitri 

Thomas Overbeck 

Dimitri, who attended the conference with Sam--..-="'11'-'want to thank-the students.!!_ Bass said, "ana rec-
Houston State University in Huntsville where he is a ognize the other teachers in the school and especially 
journalism major, said in a telephone interview: "WeH, those in my department, social sciences." 

I'm excited and pl~ed. I was very surprised when they Bass also won one of the Humanhood Through 
called out our names. lmerCOM gave me a great launch Brotherhood Awards:- the H.K. "Griz" Eckert Award, 
pad." About winning he went on to say, "l was sur- which is presented to an outstanding faculty member 
prised, but not too surprised. I knew the work we put each year. The award is voted on by the Citizens Adviso-
out is of very high quality." ry Council. which is made up of people from the com-

Overbeck simply said, "I'm about as thrilled as any- munity around the college. 
body." N . ommecs for the Outstanding Teacher Award were 

Thelnte,COM staff had used the same front page de-
sign for 3 l/1 years, beginning in Octobc.r 1987. "We selected by students submiuing ballots in the appointed 
felt it was about time for a change," Lowery said. boxes during the week of March 23. Ballots had space 

for comments and required signatures to eliminate ballot 
Last year, InterCOM won a first-place award for ii- stuffing problems. 

lustration. Jesse Jost, a spring 1990 co-editor, drew a 
piclure to illustrate his editorial on conservation and ma* Finalists for the award were chosen by a student se~ 
terialism in the March/April 1990 issue. Another past lection committee. Members of the committee observed 
first-place award went to spring 1989 editor, Stacy Gil- _ classes conducted by the finalists and distributed ques-
bert, for best headline. tionnaircs to those students. In choosing the winner, the 

TIPA presents awards in three divisions, each repre- committee also took into consideration the comrh.ents 
senting a different enrollment level. Each division has 26 written about the instructors. 
categories. COM competed in Division 3, for s.:hools When contacled about being one of the finalists, 
with a credit enrollment of 3,000 or less. Bass, in his fourth year at COM, said: "It's a humbling 

TIPA began in 1909 as a conference/contest for a experience. It's definitely an honor that the students look 
few students from some Texas colleges and universities at you in that regard. Alld it's almost embarrassing be~ 
according to the TIPA handbook. TIPA has produced cause there arc so many teachers who are outstanding 
several notable newspeoplc: Dan Ralher graduated from teachers, and there are only four nominees out of 75 or 

Sam Houston State University in Huntsville, Sam Do- so teachers." 
naJdson graduated from University of Texas-El Paso and When asked how she felt about being nominated. 
former President Lyndon B. Johnson graduated South- Ringhoff said: "It's a great honor. T.here's nothing better 
west Texas State University in San Marcos. All are Tex- than getting recognized for doing something you love." 
as student media alumnus. This semes~ will be Ringhoffs third year at COM. 

COM graduation 
Commencement exercises will take place at La 

MafH_ue High School May 8 at 7 p.m. Students and 
faculty will line up at 6:45 p.m. 

Dr. Ralph Wayne Houston, professor of microbi
ology at University of Texas Medical Brance in 
Galveston, will be the graduation speaker. 

Everyone is cordially invited to attend. 

Twenty-year COM veteran, Wennagcl felt "great, 
wonderful, honored and exuberant!" He added, "I've been 
here 20 years. It's the first time I've been nominated." 

Smith, a member of the original faculty at COM, 
said: "It's a real honor that the students think enough of 
me lo nominate me. Awards are nice, but this one is 
generated from the grassroots, the students. They've al
ways been supportive of me, and I appreciate them. 
There are a lot of good teachers and being picked as one 
of most outstanding is great. I lobk at it in that spirit." 
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Do you know where your car is? 

See Car Theft Story Page 3 

How private is your private life? 
See Pages 4 and 5 to find out 

What else is going on in music today? 
See Alternative Mmic Pages 8 and !) 
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Rev. Miguel D'E.scoto, former Nicaraguan foreign 
minister, speaks to an audience or about 100 at COM 
April 21 outlining his dissatisfaction with the United 
States' handling or bis country's affairs. 

(Photo by Julie Sckittooe) 

Nicaraguan attacks U.S. policy 
By BRANDON WILLIAMS "America is the most wasteful country in the 
Starr Reporter world," he said. "In fact, they are more of a threat than a 

help." 

The Rev. Miguel D'Escoto, the former Nicaraguan 
foreign minister, spoke to a crowd of roughly JOO at 
College of the Mainland on the morning of April 21. 

Rev. D'Escoto drew comparisons of America to the 
Roman Empire and how the Romans became complacent 
and eventually wilted into decay. 

Rev. D'Escoto's title might be falher, but his sting
ing criticism of the United States was anything but 
pricstlikc; in his speech, which lasted more than an 
hour, Rev. D'Escoto bat1,ered American policies in a way 
that would've made Japan blush in envy. 

The priest's accomplishments speak for themselves. 
He earned a master's degree from the Columbia School 
of Journalism in New York and ·a masters' degree from 
Maryknoll Seminary, Maryknoll, NY. and has been the 

See Guest Page 11 

Al Bass named Outstanding Teacher 
By KIM MITCHELL 
Staff Reporter 

The four finalists for the 1992 Outstanding Teacher Award were an
nounced April 13. The finalists were: Al Bass, physical education instruc
tor; Margaret Ringhoff, biology instructor; Larry Smith, history instructor 
and Outstanding Teacher of 1988; and Bob Wennagel, accounting and busi
ness law instructor. 

The winner of the award was announced at the College of the Main
land Employee Recognition Dinner held May 1 at the South Shore Harbor 
Conference Center in Clem Lake. Dr. Donald Bass, dean of Instruction and 
Student Development, presented lhis year's award to Al Bass. 

After accepting the award, Bass said he was embarrassed because he 

See Bass Page 11 Al Bass 

COM silver anniversary celebrations planned 
By JEFF KENNEDY 
Staff Reporter 

Happy Birthday, College of the Mainland! COM is 
celebrating its 25th year of existence during the 1992-93 
school year with a host of special events. 

A 21-member committee of COM employees from 
every building has been planning and developing the sil
ver anniversary celebration. 

An employee contest was held to find a tag line 
(slogan) for the anniversary. The winner was math in
structor Dr. Ali Ravandi With the submission, "Building 
Futures for a Changing World." 

Some of the events planned include a special Fall 
'92 convocation with a guest speaker to kick off the aca
demic anniversary year, an open house in October featur
ing a contest with door prizes and a grand prize trip for 
two, a writing contest for elementary and high school 
students on what COM will be like in future anniversary 
years, and a photo contest with a campus life motif. The 
best photo will receive a $100 award. Second and third 
places may receive some special prizes from Kodak or 
Fuji. 

The silver anniversary theme will be attaChed to the 
year's tennis and racquetball tournaments and the fun 
runs held at the college. The Dance for Your Heart event 

COM campus grieves counselor's death 
By JASON CANTRELL 
Assistant Editor 

Dr. Chester Stout, a counselor at College of the Mainland, died Mon* 
day, April 6, at Humana Hospital*Oear Lake. 

Visitation was April 7 at James Crowder Funeral Home in Texas 
City; fu?eral services wer~ held the following day at University Baptist 
Church m Clear Lake City, followed by burial in Dickinson Cemetery in 
Dickinson. 

Considered a vital part of the COM Counseling Department, Dr. 
Stout worked hard for many years helping students plan course studies and 
with their personal problems. 

Dr. Stout was born in Galveston March 5, 1942, and graduated from 
La Marque High School. 

He graduated from the University of Texas in 1970 with a bachelor's 
See Stout Page-11 
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will also carry the silver anniversary theme. 
Silver certificates will be awarded to the winners of 

these events along with the usual trophies. 
An Employee Recognition Dinner, the second event 

of the 25th anniversary celebration, was held at South 
Shore Harboc on Friday, May 1. 

The Galveston Daily News and the Texas City Sun 
printed a tabloid on Sunday, May 3, and sent it to 
40,000 homes at no cost to COM. It covered the 25th 
anniversary of COM and GaJveston College. 

,When talks of fanning a junior college in GaJveston 
County began, a conflict arose between Galveston Island 
and the mainland on school location and desired curricu
lum, according to the COM 20th Anniversary Report 
booklet. The conflict led to a de-annexation. of the 
Galveston School District. and on Dec. 10, 1966, the 
voters of the mainland part of Galveston County ap
proved a bond issue for junior college support. 

The COM Board of Trustees elocted Dr. Herbert F. 
Stallworth to serve as COM's first president, and COM's 
first" Administration Building" was set up in an office at 
the Bank of La Marque. The board chose Dr. Stallworth 
as president because he had proven himself in the devel
opment of two other colleges according to a "COM In
stitutional Self Study" published in 1983. 

' See COM Page 11 

InterCOM wins 
TIPAaward 
See lnterCOM Page 12 ror details 
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