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SEE 
YOUR 
WORDS 

-IN 
BLACK 
AND 
WHITE 

• 

Do words flow 
easily from your 
mind to paper? Do 
you have printer's 
ink in your veins? 
Would you like to 
see your ideas 
in black and 
white? 

• 

• 

How about becoming a bylined 
wrtter for your college newspaper? 

reached at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext. 314. 

Enroll in COMM 1307 (Writing Enrollment in either course 
for the Mass Media), College of must be accompanied by the 
the Mainland's beginner production lab, COMM 1129, 
journalism course, and become a which meets Monday and 
staff member of the InterCOM, the Wednesday afternoons for 
award-winning campus . I -.~ .· .. 80 minutes, at your 
paper. . . -~"' convenience. 

Whether you have 
journalism 
experience or not, 
the InterCOM staff is 
the place for you. If 
you like to wrtte or 
think you would, 
you'll get a wide array 
of experience, including 
straight news, features, 
opinions, movie, book, 
concert or play reviews, 
and in-depth reports of 
your choice. You can also get 
involved as a photographer or 
illustrator. 

As an InterCOM staff member 
you get hands-on experience in 
the publishing of a newspaper, 

from the beginning 
ideas to the paper hot 
off the press! 

If you have some 
journalism 
experience, you 
may qualify to 
enroll in COMM 
2305(Copy 
Editing and 
Production) with 

the instructor's 
approval. Astp.d H. 
Lowery may be 

I 

COMM 1307 meets 
Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 9:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
COMM 2305 meets 
Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 
· 11 a.m. to 1:50 

p.m. Note: These 
are new days and 

times. 

As a member of InterCOM you'll 
meet many people of diversified 
interests and backgrounds, and 
you'll have your finger on the pulse 
of the college. 

ENROLL NOW 

lnlarCOM 
NO GRAY AREA HERE 
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Three team up 
for English 1301 
By SHERI 
O'ROURKE 
Staff Reporter 

English 1301 will offer 
a unique opportunity to 
College of Ille Mainland 
students this fall. Three sec
tions of the freshman com
position course will be 
team t;,ught by English 
professors Jo Ann Pevoto 
and Brenda Brown. and jour
nalism instruclOr Astrid H. 
Lowery. Those enrolled can Jo Ann Pevolo 
expect an enlightening journey into the realm of creative 
and critical lhinking. . 

One of the team's objectives will be to focus on 
three types of tlri1*ing pm I designed 10 slimulall, 
Ille students' ability IO draw on !heir own experiences. 
The teachers will use creative thinking exercises IO help 
students with ideas for papers, and Ibey will teach melh-

ods in analytical lhinking ro 
help students organize their 
experiences and perceptions 
so that they may write 
about lhem. Finally. Ille 
tt.aehers will introduce criti
cal lhinking IO aid students 
in decision making and 

- problem solving. 
Not only will these 

thinking skills enable stu
dents to write more creative 
and concise papers, these 

Brenda R. Brown See Unique Page 7 

Biology Prof....,.. Emmeline Dodd, left center, readies students for a botanical structures lab in the Math/ 
Science Building Aug. S. Pictured clockwise from top, Renee Locke, Roy Willts, Joy Ricks, Michelle Kirby, 
Roxenne Noland, Oralia Diaz, Jen Cleary, Charles Dunkel (holdina pencil), Tameka Johnson and Kevin 
Martin. Biology labs were not renovated, but students had to deal with no air conditioning for several days. 

(P-by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Math/Science Building multiplies space 
By GINA CASTRO 
Guest Reporter 

It doesn't lake a mathematician or a scientist to 
come up with a formula for more space for students 
and faculty. The solution is C.L. Vick Construction 
Co, of Friendswood. 

Math/Scieoce Building began May 11 . The cost is 
estimated ro be $850,000, and was allocated by Ille 
COM Board of Trustees in May, according 10 Dr. 
Henry D. Pope, dean of College and F'111811Cial Ser
vices. 

The two math labs, originally housed in lhe 
Math/Science Building. were moved ro Ille Technical/ 

Seo Renova- Pqe 6 Renovations ro Ille College of Ille Mainland 

Health fair invites all Aug. 26; 
screening se.rvices available 
By GINA CASTRO 
Guest Reporter 

Students and die community are invited IO Ille College of die Mainland 
Sixlh Annual Employee Well-Being Heallh Fair robe held Aug. 26 in the 
gym from 9 am. ro noon. More lhan 25 heallh- and wellness-oriented exhil>
irors will participate with free screenings and immunizations. 

The Galvesron County Heallh District will provide free immunizations 
for children and also provide tetanus and pneumonia immunizations for 
adults. The recommended vaccine schedule for children is 1112, 4, 6, 12 and 
15 monlhs, and 4 ro 6 years (before school entry). These immunizations will 
help protect families from measles and other childhood diseases. 

During the morning session or COM New Student Orientation, Aug. 9, Marcel Dugue', 
foreground center, and Robert Farrar ·share a private word while Anthony Dugue', left, studies 
bis paper work in the LRC Auditorium. Approximately 450 new -•nts participated. 

Pneumonia strikes people who have a decreased ability to fight infec· 
tions .. those recovering from an illness. a severe cold, or who are weak in 
general. Accoring to a recent artiCie in The Houston Post, an estimated 
40,000 people die each year from pneumonia infections. But there are ways 
to fight pneumonia. The most effective means. of course. is prevention 
lhrough vaccination. The Natioual Heart. Lung and Blood Division of Epi
demiology reports Ille heallh care costs for treating pneumonia are more lhan 
$5 billion a year. , Seo :zg Pqe 4 (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
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Editorial/News 

COM librarian Ann Miller's (fourth From righl)Friendsgatber ror a Farewell party in her honor July 23.At tile buffet 
table, From left, psychology Proressor Lee Yom,economics Proressor Bob Youug, retired COM employee Zelda Rick, 
former COM student Regina Brown Couvillon, sociology Proressor Marty Caylor, Miller, Gloria Rodriguez wire or 
COM librarian Robert Rodriguez, secoud From right, and English Professor Brenda Brown. Miller, who was at 
COM ror 20 years, reported ror work as coordinator or library instruction at Northern Michigan University in 
Marquette Aug. 1. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Michigan university lures librarian 
By ASTRID ff. LOWERY 
InterCOM Adviser 

The goodbyes have been said, the mail has been for
warded and the moving truck is gone. Long gone, actual
ly. Ann Miller, a College of the Mainland librarian, re
ported to work at her new job in Michigan Aug. 1. 

Miller, who had been at COM· for 20 years, has 
OOCn named associate profes.sor and coordinator of library 
instruction at Nonhem Michigan University in Mar
quette. The liberal arts university, which boasts 8,000 
students and 13 graduate level programs, is located on 
Lake Superior, Miller said. 

Though temperature-wise the move means quite a 
change for Miller. who was born in Houston, the cold is 
noc totally unfamiliar to her since she grew up in Dan
ville. Ind., about 20 miles west of Indianapolis. 

Miller. who Was reference librarian at COM will be 
mi~ by many. Returning students who were~'t here 
during the first summer session will be surprised to see 
her gone. It all seemed to happen so quickly. 

~Inter COM 
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She received the call that Northern Michigan bad 
hired her "on a Friday in July and a week later, the letter 
to confmn (the position) came;· Miller said. 

COM professors Brenda Brown and Marty Caylor 
hosled a "These-8001.S-Were-Made-Foc-Walkin'' larewell 
party at Caylor's house for the fonncr COM librarian. 
The party was well attended and included friends from 
COM as well as Miller's church and the community. 

English Professor Brown, who relied a great deal on 
Miller's library skills, said: "Ann Miller is going to be 
one of the most missed people around here because of all 
the assistance she provided English students working on 
English research papers. She'd give tours of Ule library 
and would explain the appropriate methods to achieve the 
greatest success for English 1301 and 1302 courses." 

Though Miller's frieods at COM will miss her. Ibey 
are delighted she has this chance to progress in her ca
reer. "fm really happy for her,"sociology Professor Cay
lor said. "She deserves this new opportunity for growth 
and sharing of her extensive knowledge base. The thing 
n1 llliss the most is her wonderlul sense of humor." 

In farewell Miller said, "It's been a real delight to 
worlc wiUl lhe (COM) students; lhey've been a source of 
learning and energy far me." 

Prof thanks students 
compliments workers 
Dear Editor. 

I would like to take Ulis opportunity to address my 
students who attended the Summer SC$ions I and II fur 
Human Anatomy and Physiology: 

Thank you ever so much for your cooperation, un
derstanding and patience during lhe remodeling period (in 
lhe Math/Science Building). You all had to go through 
"obslaele courses," walk Ule "tight ropes" (wooden walk
ways), but above else, endure the "dust bowl" and the 
lack of air conditioning (ugh!) on several occasions. 

I would also like to compliment the construction 
crew foc lheir pleasant and cordial attitude toward Ule 
staff who were obliged to be in the consttuction area. 

• 

• 

Dr. Renate True 
COM biology professor 

• 
• 

Your expectations, 
reality may clash 

Caroline 
N'iektilwl 

Picture yoorseif shouldering • colorlul, pocketed 
backpack stuffed wiUl books. paper, pens and pencils. 
You are swiftly walking toward lhe building where your 
first class will be held. After entering, yoo sean:h for lhe 
room lisle<! on your tuition slip. When you fmally reach 
your destination, you remove Ule heavy back pack, drop 
it to the floor. sink into a chair and anxiously await lhe 
professor. A few people enter lhe room. No one speaks. 
The hands on lhe clock are approoching lhe time for 
clffis to begin. You don't know what to expecL 

You look. around the room several times. This is 
not the picture you had of yow first day of class. The vi
sion in your quality world was a room full of people, 
maybe a familiar face or two, and an instructor cheerlully 
greeting lhe students at lhe dooc and checking off lheir 
names. Something is wrong with this picture. 

Welcome to college. This is a new and different ex
perience. Bells do not ring to amiooce classes. Punctuali
ty means you can walk into the classroom just as the 
class begins. The imtrucror rushes into the classroom a 
few minutes late, apologizing. 4,x)king at your class
mates you fmd a variety of ages to include a little old 
lady well past 70. 

Everyone seems eaga to learn. Brand new note- - ;; 
books are open, pens and pencils are poised in hands. AI-
Ulough Ule abDosphere is relaxed -- you see Cokes and 
chips -- lhe instructor is all business, handing out Ule 
course syllabus and lecturing on lhe first assignment. 

What's different from high school is that yoo, die 
student are paying foc material lhe instructor is feeding 
you, and you expect Ule instructor to evaluate how well 
you have digested iL You are die customer and you are 
lhe product The reward you get will be die gmde you "'· 
ceive and die koowledge you gain. How well you do di
rectly correlates wiUl Ule end result. he it pleasure from 
new knowledge, entrance to _a senior university, or a di
ploma or degree foc a specific job. 

Men at work! 

At top or ladder, Richard anaoud mex 
. Eledric Service Inc., llelps with the renovation or 
tlleMatb/Sclence BuildiogAug.4.lu background, 
Joel Waltou or. Southern Mecbuical Systems 
Co, worb at pipe threader. 

(Photo by As1rid ff. Lcnmy) 
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U_nique ENGL 1301 forages into creative thinking 
C~tin~ f~ PaRe 1 . groups to participate in various activities, exchange ide- er, she has been involved with the National Center for 
skills also will benefit Ule students as _Uley deal w,Ul as. and virtually share control of Ule learning process. Teaching Thinking at Ule Massachusetts Institute of 
problems and olher challenges withm Ulerr hves. For Ule Thursday class meetings, Ule team will sep- Technology in Boston, Mass. She attended a series of 

Classes will meet Tuesdays and Thursdays from arate and meet with their individual! classes to lead stu- workshops and classes sponsored by the center which 
9:30 to ~0:50 a.m. dents in the process of writing and to focus on another were held locally and in Boston. and recently returned 

On Tuadays, the students will meet in the auditori- COID'SC objective, the collaborative research paper. from the Sixth International Conference of Thinkers at 
um where the team will introduce the thinking processes Two to seven students will decide the topic for their the MIT campus. While at the conference. Pevoto re-
and instruct die class in techiques for applying the new research paper; Ulen divide the research and lhe paper ceived instruction on creating Ule Uloughtful classroom 
skills. The srudents will then be divided into small writing. and finally present one paper. The collaborative and learned strategies for teaching thinking skills. 

Dreaded P.E. course 

O'Rourke 

.Ok, I confess. rm not athletic, not even close. 
I tried aerobics for a while and put myself on a 
walking program ooce, but neither effort took. 
Let's face it, who has die lime? I did walk from lhe 
pamng lot to the grocery store on a regu1sr basis. 
but I don't U,ink that counts. I was what filneSS 
experts call sedentary (such an ugly-sounding 
word. don't you think?), and P .E. was but a hazy 
high school mennory, until last semester. 

There was no way OUL PHED 1107 is required 
in onlcr to get an associate's degree at College of 
lhe Mainland, and I had to have lhe course. Not 
knowing what to expec~ and fearing lhe worst, 1 
enrolled last spring. 

As lhe first class meeting approached, Ulose 
through with _ 

amazing clarity. I was die last kid to finish Ule re
lay, the last one picked far lhe team. Reluctant to 
expose my unathletic self. I wasn't thrilled by lhe 
prospect of reliving·those experiences in front of a 
whole new set of what I was sure would be alhleti
cally superior~ much younger peers. 

My first surprise was that not only were there 
othec Ulirty-somethings in Ule class. but also some 
forty-someUlings, and even some fifty-somethings. 
It started looking even better as I realized that 
Cooch Galen Hayward Wldelstood that most of us 
had jobs and children in addition to school work, 
and not a lot or time for exercise. But that didn\ 
stop him from telling us what we needed to know. 
The focus was on a positive hea!Uly lifestyle, and 
lhe k:<;tures were interesling and loaded wiU, infor
mation relevant to our daily lives. The emphasis 
wasn\ oo competing and winning, but on achiev
ing • persooa1 fitness goal. 

For the final wun, we were to choose one of 
four activities, and train throughout U,e semester 
toward oor persooa1 best. 

The walking program entailed three miles, 
whereas the runners got away with a mile and a 
half. but I chose b'.J walk. A runner I was not 
However, a couple of weeks into the program. 
something happened to me. I don't know if it was 
lhe lure of six times around lhe track vs. 12, or 
some alien competitive drive, but I decided to 
switch to lhe nmning program. I wanted to see if I 
could go lhe distance. It was grueling atftrst, and 
got only slightly better with time, but my mind 
was made up. I couldn\ back down from lhe chal
lenge. 

It did get a little easier lhe longer I trained. and 

finally -- not without much huffmg and puffing --
1 ran die mile and a half. That may not seem like 
much to a runner, but it was to me. 

I was the last runner to finish lhe tes~ but 
that was Ok. k was a J)Ol!IOllal victory and it felt 
gttlll. 

• 

effrnt will not only help Ule students write Uleir frrst col- . Brown has been at COM for 25 years, U,e majority 
lege research paper, It also wt!I enable. them to ~tlce of that time teaching literature, but also instructing 
the concept of leamwort. a skill that wilt be required as some composition classes as well. However her service 
the students take positions in business and industry. to the college does not end there. She has s'ervecf. since 
~ ~ teaching project is the _product of Pevoto's inception in 1984, as spokeswoman of the FinancW Aid 

affiliallOJl wiU, die Beacon Grant l'roJOCt a group of rep- and Scholarship Committee at COM. She also is die eu-
resentatives. including Pevoto, from nine area junior col- reent leader of the Humanities Team. 
leges. Th~ representatives, all ~embers of the Gulf "I am looking forward to teaming what Jo Ann has 
Coast Jumor College InterscholastJ.c Conference, came experienced this swnmCI' and putting it into practice at 
together with freshn_ien composition students in mind. College of the Mainland," Brown said. 
The goal of the nme colleges, represented by the 
GCJCIC, was to make sure that each school's composi
tion courses were parallel to the others in objectives, 
Ulns eosuring an equal level of learning standards. Repre
sentatives from the University of Houston main campus 
and Texas Southern University in Houston were also 

consulted in an 811£mpt 10 make sure that lhe courses at 
junioc colleges were parallel to those at senior institu
tions, and that student skill levels upon course comple
tion were comparable. 

Anolher objective shared by Beacon project group 
members was to improve student retention :rates. It was 
decided that thinking skills and lhe collaborative research 
paper would be showcased in a COUISO designed to rcali,,, 
the group's objectives for the students. 

Pevoto !aught two classes at COM last year that in
corporated these teaching methods and Ulinking skills. 
Sov:Jent evalnatinns were high and the witMrawal rate 
much lower than in conventional composition classes. 
Brown and Lowery became interested in lhe project and 
asked to be part of a team teaching effort The result is a 
dedicated threesome, who are anned wiUl skills and are 
ready to use them to help students recognize and achieve 
their writing potential 

Pevoto is entering her 251h year as a literature and 
composition instructor at COM. More recently, howev-

Lowery received her bachelor's degree in English lit
erature and her master's degree in humanities (journalism 
and literature) from the University of Houston-Clear 
lake. Having just completed a literature class this sum
mer, Lowery now has 12 post-graduate hours to her cred
it. nine of them in literature. For the last seven years she 
has !aught journalism at COM, along wiUl advising and 
guiding die staff of ln1e..COM. the studeot newspaper. In 
addition to her journalism classes, Lowery also has been 
teaching developmental writing since 1990. Prior to her 
positlqn at COM. she was an editor for 3 1/2 years at 
The la Marque Times newspaper. With her journalism . . 
expenence, Lowery brings lhe iechnical skills required IO 
complete !his laleoled team. · 

"I am looking f01W9!'d to teaching wiUl both Brenda 
and Jo Ann, and am excited about the opportunity to 

_ work so closely _with two pros," Lowery said. 

All three women are members of the Humanities 

Team which presently includes English, humanities. 
journalism, Spanish and speech. Their desire work to
gether on this project is a suong example of lheir dedica-
tion to lhe quality of education students receive at COM. 

In this course. Pevoto said, the student will get the 
advanlage of lhe strengUl that each individual team mem
be, will bring to lhe class. 

1u the annual Student vs. Employee Basketball game held April 29, the employees beat the students 57-50. The 
winuing team from left, front rnw, includes: Mlcbael Murphy, part-time gym employee; Micllael Judge, math 
professor; Anthony Hawkins, Job Placement director; and Ali Ravandi, math proFessor. Back row: Al Yarbrough, 
campus police officff; Gaiell Hayward, grounds persou, adjunct P .E. instractor; Maurece Bouges, part-time 
custodian;TonyPreilrer,karateinstnlctor;andJerryBryant,P.E.proressor.M-bersorthestudeutteamincluded 
Jerome Bass, Tige Coraelius,Jimmie Milbourne,Jonatbu Steele,AslttonJackaon, Trey Ricbardsou, Darreu Perry, 
Tooy .k,nes, Mark Jon,:s and Roy Holmes. . . _(Pbqto by Marl'~. 1/rlelt) 
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Sports/Recreation 

Baseball strike means more study time 

Fred 
FaourSr. 

Welcome to College of the Mainland all you 
neWCOIIlCIS and welcome back-returning students and 
faculty. Since last we enjoyed an Ev,meline Dodd bi
ology lab and a Mike Judge math leolure, there have 
been some changes on the pro spons scene. 

The Rockets are world champions, as rm sure 
you have noticed by the the thousands of T-shirts 
and hats wallcing around masquerading as humans. 
The Oilcrs are back in ttaining camp preparing for 
another early exit from the playoffs. And, the base
ball players aren't talcing strikes, they are on strike. 

The irony of that is the strike ( or work stoppage 
if you want to be politically correct) came during 
one of the most interesting and exciting seasons in 
recent memory. 

When the stoppage occurred, Houston's Jeff 
Bagwell was enjoying a career year and San Francis
co's Matt Williams was in hot pursuit of Roger 
Maris' record 61-homer season. San Diego's Tony 
Gwynn was flirting with the first .400 season since 
1941 and fans were flocking to the parlcs since for 
the most part, the pennant races were close enough 
to pique you interest. 

So, I guess I should wring my hands and say, 
"What a shame." I can't. 

It is difficult to have much sympathy for either 
the players or the owners. It was the owners who 
spent themselves into a financially precari~ corner 
and the prima dorma players who operate unda the 
theory it is beuer to receive than it is to give. With 
an average salary of better than $1 million, that is 
pretty good reception, 

This strike is simply a dual case of the dog wag
ging the tail (owners) and the rail wagging the dog 
(players). It is a case of greed in both houses. And if 
I read the pulse of the COM community correctly, 
there is not much sympathy for either side, just apa
thy. 

Actually. the strike, whose issues are about as 
dramatic as a Rohen Dole speech and about as inrer
esting, could not have come at a better time for 

COM students. 
Just think how many more hows we can spend 

in the library, in study groups and interacting with 
the faculty. Na more wasted time poring over the 
box scores or checking the latest statistics. The added 
study time should boost GPAs dramatically. 

yeah, right. 
The main issue that triggered the current work 

stoppage, involves the owners' insistence on a salary 
cap similar to the caps in the NBA and NFL. 

lbose of you who follow sports have seen what 
the cap has done to the NFL. II sent Warren Moon to 
Minnesota and forced the early retirement of several 
aging stars. The cap has slowed the rise of salaries in 
the NBA, but basketball players still enjoy the high
est average salary of any pro athlete. 

What sets the NBA and NFL apart from baseball 
is that pro football and pro basketball have been 
willing to accept change for the better. The NBA has 
added the three-point shot and the 24-secood clock. 
The NFL, after scoring hit a Juli, instituted the two
point conversion this year and made Olher subtle rule 
changes that aid the offense. 

And baseball? Well, it did shake things np a 
little this year with a new division arrangement and 
playoff format But as far as the game itself, the only 
changes have been for the worse. 

There is a great deal more stepping out of the 
l>ltter's box to pull oo gloves or stepping off the 
mound to pick np the resin bag. There also is an in
ordinate amount of time spent crorch grabbing, spit
ting tnbacco juice and complaining to the umpires. 
There are almost as many throws to first as there me 
to home. 

Far the most part, the game has lost ils appeal. 
It lost its innocence many years ago after the first of 
eight work stoppageS. It lost many of its fans when 
management made auending a game ooly slighdy 
more fun than talcing an algebra test High prices for 
tickets, parking and concessions have excluded most 
of the working class from attending more than a 
handful of games throughout the season. 

So, we return to classes this session without 
baseball That's OK, most of us have already spent 
the summer without it anyway. . 
Edittlr's note: Fr~ Faow Sr., a former senior edi
tor in the sports department, is retired from the 
Houstoo Chronicle after 28 years of sen>ice. He is 
starting his second year as a College of the Mainland 
stwknl. 

EvaNeinas,PresldentLarryStanloy'ssecretary, 
casual wear in COM'S Secretarial/Clerical Fashion 
SbowbeldApril25duringSecn:lary'sWeek. Theotber 
fashions indnded b-andeveningattire,DiDarcl's 
served as a sponsor, (Photo by Cheryl Wtk:b) 

April fashion show 
first-time success 
By CHERYL WELCH 
Guest Reporter 

The fim Annual Fashion Show in honor of Secre
taries Week was in:sented by the College of the Main
land Secretaries Oub April 25. 

The Fashion Show, sponsored by Dillard's and open 
to the COM commnunity as well as the general public, 
featured 15 clerical/secretarial persoonel from across cam
pus and lasted approximately ooe hour. 

The participants modeled outfits in three car,gories: 
casual, business and evening. Cake and punch were 
served in the Student Center Sun Room at the conclu
sion of the show. 

Members of the Seaetaries Oub were pleased with 
the ourcorne of the event and promise that next year's 
event will be even bigger and better. 

Renovations add up to more space 

Tom King, lttbnical director or the COM theater, 
ponders over a precise measuremetit for a platform set 
of Jake's Women, which premiered June 2 and ended 
June 26. King also built thecomplicated break-away set 
for COM's summer musical Peter Pan. 1be set allowed 
PeterandtbeDarlingcbildrentonyawaytoNeverland, 
Performances in the University al Houston-Clear Lake 
Bayou Theatre ran rrom July 20 throqh Aug, 7, 

• 

Continoecl from Page>---------
Vocational Building in spring leaving those two class
rooms vacant. "These rooms had no instructional walls 
and were not geared for teaching," COM mathematics 
Professor Leslie Richardson stated. "Also, a call for bel
ier facilities for students to wail (in) before class began 
was needed." 

Along with renovating classrooms. the office facili
ties underwent changes by dividing a large office into 
two new offices to accommodale the increase in faculty. 

Both math and science faculty members will be 
housed in the new area, but only science classes will be 
taught in the newly renovated building, Richardson ex
plained. 

COM student Abigail Davalos said, "Students hav
ing to deal with the new carpel smell and the air condi
tioning being turned off' found the learning aUnosphere 
in lhe cla~es disrupted. Davalos, who also works as a 
student assistant for the Math and Science teams, aaded: 
"They (the students) get uncomfortable with the AC off 
and the glue smell, which all affect your concentration in 

the classroom. But when they're (construction workers) 
through. it will be really nice." 

According to Karl Marshall, contractor with C.L. 
Vick Construction, most of the work should be compl,et
ed by Sept. 30. Fall classes will begin on schedule in 
the renovaaed area. 

"It's an exciting project, seeing all of the good 
changes around here." Richardson said. "The faculty are 
very pleascxl"with what we've seen so far. I guess you 
can say we're son of modemizin& this area." 

Biology Professor Emmeline Dodd said: "I've al
"r'ays said1hal learning can take place anytime there is a 
teacher and some students. This summer has proved my 
point! Despite the demolition, destruction, and noise of 
iackhammeri and saws, not one student has compiained. 

"It has been lite a treasure hunt each day," Dodd 
continued. "I leave clues as to the location of the class or 
the lab, and they always frnd me." 

Redesignej( classroom space is not the only differ
ence students will see in the Math/Science Building this 
fall. The open-air courtyard will be cn<losed. 
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COM ticket to teaching career 

)' 

I received the can on Friday, July 22. lt was the In
terCOM adviser Astrid H. Lowery. She asked if! woold 
like to write an article for the school paper about how I 
decided to become a -her and the courses that best pre
pared me for the job. Since I enjoyed writing for the pa
per last summer and needed to sharpen my writing skills 
I said I would love to even though I just had graduared 
from Ulliversity of Houston-Clear Lake in May and was 
busy preparing to tellch this fall. 

As I pulled my car into the Colkge of the Mainland 
parking lat and sat contemplating what I would write, 
my thoughts drifted back to the days when life was csre
free and not as stressful. I had always known that I want
ed to be a teacher, so when I decided to attend college I 
knew I didn't want to go away to school yet wanted to 
receive a good educ.a.lion. COM was the nanual choice. It 
was close to my house and has a good reputation for pre~ 
paring students to attend a four year institution. 

Knowing that I wanted to be an English teacher 
helped me focus on what courses I needed to take. 

Let me warn you that COM is not as easy as some 
have said. If you want an "e33y A" then don't take Larry 
Smith for history, or Ouida Sanmann or Brenda Brown 
for English. Rowever, if you want to be prepared for the 
next four years. ihese professors will point you in the 
right direction. From Smith's animated lectures to San
mann's unique interpretations and knowledge of authors' 
persooal lives to Brown's laid-back style and dry humor, 
I gained a great deal of insight into the diversity of our 
culture. 

With 65 aedit hours including four semesters of 
English and an associatc's degree (May 1990) undec my 
be!~ I was ready to be welcomed to the next level. 
UHCL was my choice fall '90, and I spent the next 3 1/2 
years calling it home. 

I registered for my first literature class at UHCL 
with great anticipation. Dr. John Gorman was the in~ 
snuctor's name and knowing everything about literature 
was his game. But I was ready for him. I had two years 
of literature in my head just dying to be set free. 

Well, I didn't fall flat on my face, but I didn't soar 
with the eagles eilher. What l did do was make a good . 

,. 

. ' 

' 

impression on that professor by explaining myself clear
ly and with great fervor. I learned that from Sanmann 
during my stay at COM. Yes! I was off and running. 
Give me a literature class and I11 give you an interpreta
tion. 

While at UHCL I attended a lecture on how to fmd a 
job. The speaker lalked about being mrutetable, and I 
woodered how could a teacher be more mmlcetable? The 
counselor told me that the more subjects I was certified 
to teach the more mmlcetable I would be. She suggested 
I focus on speech &nd jownalism as minors since I was 
an English major. 

After spending two years at UHCL, COM once 
again enlered my life. My counselonecommended I go 
back to COM for the summer and take some beginning 
journalism courses and then in fall come back to UHCL 
and fmish off with some upper level journalism courses. 

In summer 1993, journalism and Astrid Lowery be
came household names. I signc,<l up fa,- COMM 1307, 
Writing and the Mass Media and COMM 1129, Student 
Publication. After a few weeks of lectures and practice, 
my name and pictw-e were in print with several stories 
beside them. 

I was so proud! I sent all of my relatives two copies 
of the paper and then I visited them to make sure that 
they had read them. 

After spending the slimmer as a celebrity writer -
well in my mind I was -- I went back to UHCL to enter 
the world of upper level journalism. 

I signed up for a few journalism courses, and when I 
met the UHCUD/AN adviser Gloria Morris, she asked if 
I had any experience writing for a paper. With my chest 
struck ou~ I said, "Of course." I told her I had written for 
thelnterCOM. She knew the paper I was talking about 
and proceeded to tell me that Lowery was a forrnec stu
dent and that she was sure I was well prepared for the 
coming semester. And I was. I made an A. 

During my years at UHCL, I took literature, spccch, 
joumaJism and history classes, and nevec once was I nec

vous or scared because the moment I enl:Ned each class, I 
was able to go back into the files in my head to bring 
forth the knowledge I had learned from my COM profes
sors and to use it with success. 

As I finish writing this article, I'm looking at the 
future. What does the future bold for Becky Cheek? I 
could say only tho goad Lord knows. But guess what? 
He hm already blessed me with a new job at Dickinson 
High School teaching freshmen English this fall. I feel 
nervous about my new job, bill I know that I'm well. 
prepared thanks to COM and UHCL. 

. . 
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U.S. should keep 
troops out of Haiti 

RicbardJ. 
Moore 

Ever since the government of Haiti Jed by President 
Jean-Berttand Aristide -- favored by our government -
fell to the mililaly 1eadets of that country in 1991, there 
has been much talk about intervention. 

It seems that once again our mighty country has de
cided to get involved in the internal affairs of a Thin! 
World counlry in order to force it to comply with how 
we think a country should be governed. This goes 
against the philosophy on which our country was foond
ed. When our foo:fathers decided to be independent, they 
felt it was important that oo other country should be al
lowed to dictate how we live and handle our internal af. 
fairs. I can understand getting involved in another coun
try's internal affairs if there is a good reason, but I 
believe the only reasons that could justify such an inter
vention would be to preserve our security and to help an 
ally. None of these reasons fit Haiti. 

We should never get involved in another country's 
revolution or civil war. Any government that can't stand 
on irs own, in its own country, should not exist. 

If lhe U.S. government moves into Haiti, who will 
pay the bill once we get there, and more importantly 
how long are we going to slay there? The answer to that 
is simple. Look at history. After World War II we spent 
millions of taxpayer's dollars rebuilding the countties we 
were at war with, and though we fmishecl rebuilding at 
least a generation ago, some military bases remain in 
Germany and in the rest of Europe. 

How can we, a debtridden country overcome with 
crime, tell another country how to live? Don't we have 
enough problems in our country to worry about without 
taking on the responSJ"bility of another country? During 
our long conflict in Vietnam, many of our citizens felt . 
that intervention in the affairs of another country with
out justifiable cause would not be tolerated. Where are 
tl-,ose citizens now? 

Deyossie Harris, COM adjunct instructor in 
Americanbistory, rteeivedthel994Dislinguimed 
Alumni Award l'rom the COM Ex-Students 
A8oociation daring commencement May 6. Harris, 
73, who retired after 27 years with the U.S. Post 
Ollk:t in Galveston, tanted bis associate degree 
at COM in 1984. He earned botbabacbelor'saad 
a master's degree at the University or Houston• 
Clear Lakt in 11187 and 1!194 resptcli .. Iy, 
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Features/What's Happening 

COM student Rodney Conley inserts a disk into a Mac 
computer likotheooeEngmhadjunctinslructor Kathye 
Bergin gave him to take to Sam Houston State University 
in Huntsville where be begins classes this fall. Conley 
workedontbel11terCOM student newspaper for several 
years, (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

English adjunct seeks doctorate 
By CAROLINE NICKLAUS 
Staff Reporter 

Kathye Self Bergin sees teaching literature as "a way 
of getting people to think critically about what .they see 
andrea:1." 

Bergin has been an adjunct English teacher at Col
lege of the Mainland since 1985. She teaches English 
1301, which is a freshman Eriglish composition and rhe
toric course; English 1302, composition and literature; 
and English 2322 and 2323, Literature of English Speak-

ing People. 
She is a native Texan, married, and has two sons, 

Tim, 21, and Peter, 14. She completed her bachelor's de
gree at the University of Texas in Austin in 1977, start
ed a family and began her teaching career at UT while 
raising her two sons. Later she, her husband and, their 
two sons moved to Houston. 

After teaching technical writing at the University of 
Houston main campus for several semesters, Bergin 
wanted IO teach a broader range of classes, particulaily 
literature. She she has since taught at Alvin Community 
College and'at COM. She is currently teaching only at 
COM. 

Although literature, especially poetry, may seem es
oteric to students at times, literature is valuable in terms 
of understanding life and critically evaluating the events, 

circumstances and problems lhey have to deal with daily. 
Bergin thinks the way students "learn to analyze litera
ture and take it apan and put il back together again," will 
teach them how to "analyze any complex problein." 

She has high standanls for her freshmen English stu
dents. Some who auended her summer classes asked at 
the beginning of her class if the work at COM would be · 
easier than at the college they planned to attend in the 
fall semester. She told lhem, "Tilis is a college like any 
other college ... not a prep school." COM requires the 
same quality work as any university would expect. The 
reason freshmen English composition courses are so val
uable is because students need good communications 
skills to enter the work world. 

.. Always in (English) 1301 you have to make a 
point that good communication sk.i11s, both written and 
verbal skills, are basically cntroos to everything else that 
they want to do," Bergin said. The student who learns to 
think clearly and write clearly will get a better job and 
have beuer chances for promotion. 

Bergin asks her students if they had a choice be
tween two people with equal mechanical skills but only 
one of the two had good communication skills, which 
one would they hire? 

InterCOM's star staffer off to SHSU 

For an answer she uses her own experience in apply
ing for a job. When she was interviewed in 1980 for a 
job with a telephone company, the interviewer told her 
that whereas the company looks. for several skills, the 
most important skills he looked for were good verbal 
and written communication skills.These are the skills 
students learn in English composition and literature 
classes. By ASTRID H. LOWERY 

lnterCOM Adviser 

After venturing from art to theater to journalism and 
then into the humanities, longtime College of the Main
land student Rodney Conley has taken just about every
thing COM has to offer. This fall he is moving on to 
Sam Houston State University in Huntsville. alma mat
er of CBS news anchor Dan Rather. 

1be multi-talented Conley. whose most recent ap
pearance in lnterCOM in May was for winning yet an
other Texas Intercollegiate Press Association award -
this time for an illustration -- served as reporter, cartoon
ist. typesetter and editor for the student newspaper for 
seven semesiers, summer 1990 through May 1993. 
Since then Conley, who has won two other journalism 
awards, has continuously and generoosly given his assis
tanee to the paper to include the cartoon on Page 3 this 
issue. 

Cooley leaves COM with the blessings and good 
wishes of many instructors and professors to include 
those oo the Humanities Team in Suite B of the Learn
ing Resource Center. 

However, blessings and good wishes aren\ all he is 
taking to SHSU. AdjWlCt English instructor Kathye Ber
gin has given him a Macintosh computer, albeit an old 
one. Bergin said she couldn't get very much for the com
puter if she sold it."l'd rather give it to Rodney," she 
said. Though Conley was never one of Bergin's students. 
she became quite familiar with him because he spent so 
many hours in Suite B and the journalism classroom 
next door. . 

Conley. who graduated from La Marque High 
School in 1989, had planned w take the summer off after 
high school, but by the time the COM Summer 11 ses
sion rolled around, he was ready to get back w school 
and took bolh an English and an art class. Then he took 
a full coorse lood at COM in the fall and spring. 

In summer 1990 Conley decided w try college jour
nalism and began his long involvement wilh lnterCOM, 
the COM student newspaper. Up until then he had taken 
mostly art and theater classes. "I was glad w be part of 
that," he said about working on In1erCOM·that summer. 
"It was neat. We did a 16 pa&e paper." 

• 

• 
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Conley first experienced journalism in high school. 
"In my junior year I wasn't taking journalism, but they 
asked me lo draw a lot. Most of the stuff was for year
book and newspapef, . so my senior year I decided I 
might as well do this for credit." 

Then at COM, after taking all his required art cours
es and several theater courses, he decided to give journal
ism another try. "I figured that was the next logical step. 
Since I had high school experience, I felt I'd have a leg 
up. That's why 1 took it, and I learned a loL" 

At SHSU Conley will major in journalism and mi
nor in public relations, which is "newly offered there for 
the first time this fall, " he said. "I was a general studies 
student for about five minutes. Then they advised me to 
figure out a major soon. So I decided to major in jour
nalism and they offered me public relations. I took it." 

His interest in public relations stems from his 
friendship with Jim Higgins, director of COM Planning 
and Public Information. The two suuck up a friendship 
because both enjoy doing impressions of famous people. 

"When I frrst met him, he decided, to wow me with 
his impression of Johnny Carson," Conley said: "Litlle 
did he know I had a pretty good one, too." From then on 
whenever the two saw each other on campus they ex
changed impressions. This led Higgins to invite Conley 
to do an impression of Bill Cosby at the Employee Rec
ognition Dinner in April 1992. 

Higgins also was impressed with Conley's drawing 
skills and was able to get him two paid assignments 
drawing pl'Omotional four-page cartoon insets. One was 
for the United Way, and the other for Movin' On, a com

. munity college magazine distributed statewide. Because 
Higgins also was impressed with Conley's acting abili· 
ty, he created a spot for Conley in a television commer
cial promoting COM. 

Conley's parting words for his friends at COM are. 
"To quote Dennis Miller, the former Saturday Night 
Live Weekend Update correspondent, 'That's the news 
folks. and I'm out of here.'" 

After six years of adjunct teaching at COM Bergin 
said she felt somewhat "stale" teaching the same classes 
time after time. She wanted IO be exposed to new ways 
of thinking. 

"When I got my master's at University of Texas in 
1980, my concentration was poetry," Bergin said. "Since 
then my interest has shifted more to 20th-century fic
tion. I wanted to teach more concentrated American lit 
classes. I wanted the background and the degree to do 
that.·· 

In 1990 she decided to get a doctorate and applied at 
Rice University in Houston and began her studies lhat 
fall. She has finished the required 36 hours of broad
range classes necessary for her doctorate and has finished 
the reseach for her dissertation. Among the areas she 
studied were Victorian literature, film criticism, William 
Faulkner, Shakespeare and 20th CCl)tury fiction. 

The subject of her dissertation, which she has just 
begun writing, is violence in the novels of Dashiell 
Hammell (Maltese Falcon ), James M. Cain (Postman 
Always Rings Twice ), and Erskine Caldwell (Tobacco 
Road), all authors of 20th century American literature. 

Bergin's dissertation searches for the relationship be
tween gender and violence, and territory and violence. 
She is amazed that few people have written about this fa
cet of literature before. Authors look 'at all kinds of 
things, but they do not talk about violence and how it 
functions "'create plot and character, she said. 

When asked what influenced her to choose mystery 
stories she said, "I was interested in the hard-boiled tta
dition in which Dashiell Hammett wrote. I was interest
ed in the 1930s, the falling apart of the structure of 
America and how that is reflected in fiction. The fiction 
itself attracted me." 

Bergin often reviews books for the Houston Chroni
cle. Her reviews appear in the 'Zest section of the Sunday 
edition of the Chronicle. 

28 exhibitors expected at wellness, health fair 
ContlnHd l'rom Page>---------- the larger community," said Jerry Bryan~ COM Well-

• Although the comprehensive wellness screening is ness director, wbo also teaches health and physical educa-
lim.ited to college employees, we have opened the health lion classes at COM. · 
fair portion w the public w share the information with Twenty-eight exhibitors II"' expected tp participate. 
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Phyllis Thibodeawi, standing left, and Rose Jenkins, standing right, work with INNOVATIONS summer student 
assistants, Julie Ruschenberg, sitting far left, and Josh Crowell. Thibodeaux and Jenkins are members of the 
INNOVATIONS Team which supervises the computer lab located in the Technical Vocational Building in Room T-
320. Students, faculty and staff are encouraged to use the PCs or Macs and the variety of software. 

Tech/Voc's INNOVATIONS for--you 
By ROSE JENKINS and 
PHYLLIS THIBODEAUX 
Guest Reporters 

Up until December 1993 INNOV ,\TIONS was 
known as the MLC or Multidisciplinary Computer La
boratory. Changing the name to INNOVATIONS 
evolved to allow the promotion of the different types of 
computers and the many different types of media availa
ble for use. 

INNOVATIONS is a computer lab at College of the 
Mainland that provides students, faculty and staff the op
portunity to augment their learning through the use of 
microcolllputers, software, and multimedia applications, 
such as laser discs and en.ROM. Students get continu
ous and immediate feedback from the computer enhanc
ing their learning capability and allowing the learning 
p~ to be in control of the students. , 

INNOVATIONS is located in the Technical Voca
tional Building in Rocxn T-320. 

Before students are allowed to use the computers, 
they must check in at the front desk of the lab with a 
current COM ID or valid driver's license. 

Fall semester hours will be Monday through Tows-

day 7:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. and Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday hours have been extended from 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Though ope'rating hours are subject to change, the 
same fall hours will most likely apply lO the spring se
mester. 

The lab has 17 Apple Macintosh computers, four of 
wh~h ,will ~ App Ii; lie software, 17 pi;:~ ( 4~6) and 
three IBM PCs. INNOVATIONS has more than 400 
packages of software many of which are used daily by 
students with various degree plans. The software packag
es include WordPerfect for Windows version 5.2 and 6.0a 
for PCs, WordPerfect for the Macs, Lotus l-2w3, Micro
Soft Word, and Excel for the PCs and Macs. 

WordPerfect for Windows has a set of graphics 
which can enhance a report or research paper. 

Nursing and EMS programs, sociology, and many 
other software packages that both Macs and PCs support 
also are available. 

The lab has a variety of tutorial programs that will 
help the frrst-time usec feel comfortable and at ease using 
thci mouse and related software programs. Students do 
not have to have any prior computer experience to use 
the lab. Also help from Irained personnel is always 
available. 

IMAX's Destiny computer-aided journey 
By BRENDA R. BROWN 
Guest Reporter 

Being whelmed over is a novel experience for some 
would-be connoisseurs of the BIG SCREEN. As I am 
but a novice at this enterprise. let us approach the beauty 
and wonders of the Destiny in Space film at Space Cen
ter Houston with an eye toward realizing that the 40-
minute spectacle, narrated by Leonard Nimoy, boggles 
not ooly the mind but the central nervous system. 

Picture this: what appears to be (and is) the actual 
talre-off of a frenetically realized shuttle mission feels as 
if it is sending shock waves through all of your past 
lives. You are ieated precisely in the middle of a well
appointed auditorium complete with what seems to be 
(but isn't) a no-exit situation. In' front of you is easily 
the eighth wonder Qf the known world in the form of 
screen five stories high. The audience is breathless; quite 
litaally, I am breath-less (so are you). 

Then the realization hits: the scene before you is 

~ter than anything envisioned by us earth-bound crea-

• 

tores -- and you marvel. No longer is there any time or 
space for personal and puny sensations of our earth
boundedness; there is only the need to scan further, to 
become one with the space pilot -- a computerized ver
sion of the wa'/ it would look if we were flying over the 
barren regions we call Venus and Mars. 

We are launched into space with the members of no 
fewer than six shuttle crews, becoming one with the gal
axy and certain of our place in the universal scheme of 
things -- and fully cognizant that we are. in fac, daring 
to go "where no one has gone before." 

It's an eye-opening experience. When you go. be 
(Xepared to feel bpth exuberant and infinitesimal. But do 
be propared to go. It's a blast! 

D,stiny in Space is part of a package deal. For the 
price of one tick.et you get to see several different shows 
and presentatioos, plus a ~ of the Johnson Space Cen
ter. 

Ticlcets are $11.95 for adults; $8.50 for children un
der 12; and ehildren under 3 are admiaed free. 

The Space Center is open every day except Christ- · 
mas Day, For more infonruition call (713) 244-2100. 
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Theater season bills 
' 

unprecedented plays 
By PENNY BARRERA 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's Biggest Li'l Theatre in 
Texas promises an exciting new season filled with dra
ma, laughter and adventure topped off with rousing, 
emotion-filled music. 

According to tqe theater's publication, Front Row , 
the 1994-95 season line-up consists of six productions. 
These include one project so large it will be done in two 
parts, the first announced area production of a new come
dy, a classic comedy and a major summer musical, to be 
presented at the .university of Houston·Oear Lake. 

The Southwest Area Premiere of David's Mother, a 
comedy/drama by Bob Randall, opens Sept 8 and runs 
through Oct. 2. This comedy/drama, recently produced as 
a television movie by CBS, centers around a young 
mother who uses her wickedly funny tongue to hold at 
bay a world that has the legal right and intention t>f tak
ing her mentally handicapped son from her. COM stu
dent Mike Rice will portray the 16-year-old boy who is 
severely damaged and retarded. Jim Garcia, also a COM 
student, will play the part of Phillip, the husband of the 
witty fee-lance editor Sally, the youth's mother. Carolyn 
Oniz, area actress and longtime favorite on the COM 
stage has been cast in the role as mother. 

The classic Moliere comedy, School for Wives, 
• 1 • ' 

promises to be a laugh a mmute. It opens Oct. 27 and 
closes Nov. 2! Moliere's central character decides that he 
can Irain a young girl to be the perfect wife by keeping 
her ignorant of the ways of the world. Audition dates for 
the play are Sunday, Aug. 28, at 1:30 p.m. and Monday, 
Aug. 29, at 7 p.m. 

The next season play is Ten November, a musical/ 
drama opening Jan. 26 and closing Feb. 19. Auditions 
will be held on Nov. 6 and 7. This play centers around 
the cargo ship, the S.S. Edmund Fitzgerald, canying tac
onite ore. which sank. mysteriously during a stonn in 
Lake Superior. 

Lost in Yonkers, which opens March 30 and runs 
through April 30, is the most acclaimed Neil Simon 
play, winner of four Tony Awards including Best Play 

and the 1991 Pulitzer Prize. While rich in the comedy 
for which Simon is famous, it grapples with what happ
pens to children in a family where love is absent. Audi-
tion dates are Jan. 29 and Jan. 30. \. 

. Th, Kemudcy Cycle Part l, which opens June l 
and runs through June 25, is the biggest production for 
the season. This sweeping epic of three families in east
ern Kentucky spans 200 years of American history from 
1775 "'1975. Auditions are March 26 and March 27. 

The second part of this play will be shown after the 
production of Anni, Get Your Gun. A show dale has not 
yet been announced. 

1be swnmer musical, Annie Get Your Gun, one of 
the great American musicals of all time will open ~ the 
UHCL Bayou Theatre, July 20 '!J'd runs through Aug. 6. 
Auditions are April 23 and April 24 at COM, and April 
30 and May I at UHCL. 

For ticket information, call (409) 938-1111 or(71:i) 
280-3991, .Ext 345. 

MAKE 
BETTER GR.ADES 

Increase your learning power 
Improve your GPA! 

Discover the 
EXAM SECRET 

Write for free brochure today! 
BOOKS PLUS 

P.O. Box 58045, Dept. ES 
Houston, TX 77258 
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COM student Rodney Conley inserts a disk into a Mac 
computer likotheooeEngmhadjunctinslructor Kathye 
Bergin gave him to take to Sam Houston State University 
in Huntsville where be begins classes this fall. Conley 
workedontbel11terCOM student newspaper for several 
years, (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

English adjunct seeks doctorate 
By CAROLINE NICKLAUS 
Staff Reporter 

Kathye Self Bergin sees teaching literature as "a way 
of getting people to think critically about what .they see 
andrea:1." 

Bergin has been an adjunct English teacher at Col
lege of the Mainland since 1985. She teaches English 
1301, which is a freshman Eriglish composition and rhe
toric course; English 1302, composition and literature; 
and English 2322 and 2323, Literature of English Speak-

ing People. 
She is a native Texan, married, and has two sons, 

Tim, 21, and Peter, 14. She completed her bachelor's de
gree at the University of Texas in Austin in 1977, start
ed a family and began her teaching career at UT while 
raising her two sons. Later she, her husband and, their 
two sons moved to Houston. 

After teaching technical writing at the University of 
Houston main campus for several semesters, Bergin 
wanted IO teach a broader range of classes, particulaily 
literature. She she has since taught at Alvin Community 
College and'at COM. She is currently teaching only at 
COM. 

Although literature, especially poetry, may seem es
oteric to students at times, literature is valuable in terms 
of understanding life and critically evaluating the events, 

circumstances and problems lhey have to deal with daily. 
Bergin thinks the way students "learn to analyze litera
ture and take it apan and put il back together again," will 
teach them how to "analyze any complex problein." 

She has high standanls for her freshmen English stu
dents. Some who auended her summer classes asked at 
the beginning of her class if the work at COM would be · 
easier than at the college they planned to attend in the 
fall semester. She told lhem, "Tilis is a college like any 
other college ... not a prep school." COM requires the 
same quality work as any university would expect. The 
reason freshmen English composition courses are so val
uable is because students need good communications 
skills to enter the work world. 

.. Always in (English) 1301 you have to make a 
point that good communication sk.i11s, both written and 
verbal skills, are basically cntroos to everything else that 
they want to do," Bergin said. The student who learns to 
think clearly and write clearly will get a better job and 
have beuer chances for promotion. 

Bergin asks her students if they had a choice be
tween two people with equal mechanical skills but only 
one of the two had good communication skills, which 
one would they hire? 

InterCOM's star staffer off to SHSU 

For an answer she uses her own experience in apply
ing for a job. When she was interviewed in 1980 for a 
job with a telephone company, the interviewer told her 
that whereas the company looks. for several skills, the 
most important skills he looked for were good verbal 
and written communication skills.These are the skills 
students learn in English composition and literature 
classes. By ASTRID H. LOWERY 

lnterCOM Adviser 

After venturing from art to theater to journalism and 
then into the humanities, longtime College of the Main
land student Rodney Conley has taken just about every
thing COM has to offer. This fall he is moving on to 
Sam Houston State University in Huntsville. alma mat
er of CBS news anchor Dan Rather. 

1be multi-talented Conley. whose most recent ap
pearance in lnterCOM in May was for winning yet an
other Texas Intercollegiate Press Association award -
this time for an illustration -- served as reporter, cartoon
ist. typesetter and editor for the student newspaper for 
seven semesiers, summer 1990 through May 1993. 
Since then Conley, who has won two other journalism 
awards, has continuously and generoosly given his assis
tanee to the paper to include the cartoon on Page 3 this 
issue. 

Cooley leaves COM with the blessings and good 
wishes of many instructors and professors to include 
those oo the Humanities Team in Suite B of the Learn
ing Resource Center. 

However, blessings and good wishes aren\ all he is 
taking to SHSU. AdjWlCt English instructor Kathye Ber
gin has given him a Macintosh computer, albeit an old 
one. Bergin said she couldn't get very much for the com
puter if she sold it."l'd rather give it to Rodney," she 
said. Though Conley was never one of Bergin's students. 
she became quite familiar with him because he spent so 
many hours in Suite B and the journalism classroom 
next door. . 

Conley. who graduated from La Marque High 
School in 1989, had planned w take the summer off after 
high school, but by the time the COM Summer 11 ses
sion rolled around, he was ready to get back w school 
and took bolh an English and an art class. Then he took 
a full coorse lood at COM in the fall and spring. 

In summer 1990 Conley decided w try college jour
nalism and began his long involvement wilh lnterCOM, 
the COM student newspaper. Up until then he had taken 
mostly art and theater classes. "I was glad w be part of 
that," he said about working on In1erCOM·that summer. 
"It was neat. We did a 16 pa&e paper." 

• 

• 
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Conley first experienced journalism in high school. 
"In my junior year I wasn't taking journalism, but they 
asked me lo draw a lot. Most of the stuff was for year
book and newspapef, . so my senior year I decided I 
might as well do this for credit." 

Then at COM, after taking all his required art cours
es and several theater courses, he decided to give journal
ism another try. "I figured that was the next logical step. 
Since I had high school experience, I felt I'd have a leg 
up. That's why 1 took it, and I learned a loL" 

At SHSU Conley will major in journalism and mi
nor in public relations, which is "newly offered there for 
the first time this fall, " he said. "I was a general studies 
student for about five minutes. Then they advised me to 
figure out a major soon. So I decided to major in jour
nalism and they offered me public relations. I took it." 

His interest in public relations stems from his 
friendship with Jim Higgins, director of COM Planning 
and Public Information. The two suuck up a friendship 
because both enjoy doing impressions of famous people. 

"When I frrst met him, he decided, to wow me with 
his impression of Johnny Carson," Conley said: "Litlle 
did he know I had a pretty good one, too." From then on 
whenever the two saw each other on campus they ex
changed impressions. This led Higgins to invite Conley 
to do an impression of Bill Cosby at the Employee Rec
ognition Dinner in April 1992. 

Higgins also was impressed with Conley's drawing 
skills and was able to get him two paid assignments 
drawing pl'Omotional four-page cartoon insets. One was 
for the United Way, and the other for Movin' On, a com

. munity college magazine distributed statewide. Because 
Higgins also was impressed with Conley's acting abili· 
ty, he created a spot for Conley in a television commer
cial promoting COM. 

Conley's parting words for his friends at COM are. 
"To quote Dennis Miller, the former Saturday Night 
Live Weekend Update correspondent, 'That's the news 
folks. and I'm out of here.'" 

After six years of adjunct teaching at COM Bergin 
said she felt somewhat "stale" teaching the same classes 
time after time. She wanted IO be exposed to new ways 
of thinking. 

"When I got my master's at University of Texas in 
1980, my concentration was poetry," Bergin said. "Since 
then my interest has shifted more to 20th-century fic
tion. I wanted to teach more concentrated American lit 
classes. I wanted the background and the degree to do 
that.·· 

In 1990 she decided to get a doctorate and applied at 
Rice University in Houston and began her studies lhat 
fall. She has finished the required 36 hours of broad
range classes necessary for her doctorate and has finished 
the reseach for her dissertation. Among the areas she 
studied were Victorian literature, film criticism, William 
Faulkner, Shakespeare and 20th CCl)tury fiction. 

The subject of her dissertation, which she has just 
begun writing, is violence in the novels of Dashiell 
Hammell (Maltese Falcon ), James M. Cain (Postman 
Always Rings Twice ), and Erskine Caldwell (Tobacco 
Road), all authors of 20th century American literature. 

Bergin's dissertation searches for the relationship be
tween gender and violence, and territory and violence. 
She is amazed that few people have written about this fa
cet of literature before. Authors look 'at all kinds of 
things, but they do not talk about violence and how it 
functions "'create plot and character, she said. 

When asked what influenced her to choose mystery 
stories she said, "I was interested in the hard-boiled tta
dition in which Dashiell Hammett wrote. I was interest
ed in the 1930s, the falling apart of the structure of 
America and how that is reflected in fiction. The fiction 
itself attracted me." 

Bergin often reviews books for the Houston Chroni
cle. Her reviews appear in the 'Zest section of the Sunday 
edition of the Chronicle. 

28 exhibitors expected at wellness, health fair 
ContlnHd l'rom Page>---------- the larger community," said Jerry Bryan~ COM Well-

• Although the comprehensive wellness screening is ness director, wbo also teaches health and physical educa-
lim.ited to college employees, we have opened the health lion classes at COM. · 
fair portion w the public w share the information with Twenty-eight exhibitors II"' expected tp participate. 
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Phyllis Thibodeawi, standing left, and Rose Jenkins, standing right, work with INNOVATIONS summer student 
assistants, Julie Ruschenberg, sitting far left, and Josh Crowell. Thibodeaux and Jenkins are members of the 
INNOVATIONS Team which supervises the computer lab located in the Technical Vocational Building in Room T-
320. Students, faculty and staff are encouraged to use the PCs or Macs and the variety of software. 

Tech/Voc's INNOVATIONS for--you 
By ROSE JENKINS and 
PHYLLIS THIBODEAUX 
Guest Reporters 

Up until December 1993 INNOV ,\TIONS was 
known as the MLC or Multidisciplinary Computer La
boratory. Changing the name to INNOVATIONS 
evolved to allow the promotion of the different types of 
computers and the many different types of media availa
ble for use. 

INNOVATIONS is a computer lab at College of the 
Mainland that provides students, faculty and staff the op
portunity to augment their learning through the use of 
microcolllputers, software, and multimedia applications, 
such as laser discs and en.ROM. Students get continu
ous and immediate feedback from the computer enhanc
ing their learning capability and allowing the learning 
p~ to be in control of the students. , 

INNOVATIONS is located in the Technical Voca
tional Building in Rocxn T-320. 

Before students are allowed to use the computers, 
they must check in at the front desk of the lab with a 
current COM ID or valid driver's license. 

Fall semester hours will be Monday through Tows-

day 7:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. and Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday hours have been extended from 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Though ope'rating hours are subject to change, the 
same fall hours will most likely apply lO the spring se
mester. 

The lab has 17 Apple Macintosh computers, four of 
wh~h ,will ~ App Ii; lie software, 17 pi;:~ ( 4~6) and 
three IBM PCs. INNOVATIONS has more than 400 
packages of software many of which are used daily by 
students with various degree plans. The software packag
es include WordPerfect for Windows version 5.2 and 6.0a 
for PCs, WordPerfect for the Macs, Lotus l-2w3, Micro
Soft Word, and Excel for the PCs and Macs. 

WordPerfect for Windows has a set of graphics 
which can enhance a report or research paper. 

Nursing and EMS programs, sociology, and many 
other software packages that both Macs and PCs support 
also are available. 

The lab has a variety of tutorial programs that will 
help the frrst-time usec feel comfortable and at ease using 
thci mouse and related software programs. Students do 
not have to have any prior computer experience to use 
the lab. Also help from Irained personnel is always 
available. 

IMAX's Destiny computer-aided journey 
By BRENDA R. BROWN 
Guest Reporter 

Being whelmed over is a novel experience for some 
would-be connoisseurs of the BIG SCREEN. As I am 
but a novice at this enterprise. let us approach the beauty 
and wonders of the Destiny in Space film at Space Cen
ter Houston with an eye toward realizing that the 40-
minute spectacle, narrated by Leonard Nimoy, boggles 
not ooly the mind but the central nervous system. 

Picture this: what appears to be (and is) the actual 
talre-off of a frenetically realized shuttle mission feels as 
if it is sending shock waves through all of your past 
lives. You are ieated precisely in the middle of a well
appointed auditorium complete with what seems to be 
(but isn't) a no-exit situation. In' front of you is easily 
the eighth wonder Qf the known world in the form of 
screen five stories high. The audience is breathless; quite 
litaally, I am breath-less (so are you). 

Then the realization hits: the scene before you is 

~ter than anything envisioned by us earth-bound crea-

• 

tores -- and you marvel. No longer is there any time or 
space for personal and puny sensations of our earth
boundedness; there is only the need to scan further, to 
become one with the space pilot -- a computerized ver
sion of the wa'/ it would look if we were flying over the 
barren regions we call Venus and Mars. 

We are launched into space with the members of no 
fewer than six shuttle crews, becoming one with the gal
axy and certain of our place in the universal scheme of 
things -- and fully cognizant that we are. in fac, daring 
to go "where no one has gone before." 

It's an eye-opening experience. When you go. be 
(Xepared to feel bpth exuberant and infinitesimal. But do 
be propared to go. It's a blast! 

D,stiny in Space is part of a package deal. For the 
price of one tick.et you get to see several different shows 
and presentatioos, plus a ~ of the Johnson Space Cen
ter. 

Ticlcets are $11.95 for adults; $8.50 for children un
der 12; and ehildren under 3 are admiaed free. 

The Space Center is open every day except Christ- · 
mas Day, For more infonruition call (713) 244-2100. 

• 
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Theater season bills 
' 

unprecedented plays 
By PENNY BARRERA 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's Biggest Li'l Theatre in 
Texas promises an exciting new season filled with dra
ma, laughter and adventure topped off with rousing, 
emotion-filled music. 

According to tqe theater's publication, Front Row , 
the 1994-95 season line-up consists of six productions. 
These include one project so large it will be done in two 
parts, the first announced area production of a new come
dy, a classic comedy and a major summer musical, to be 
presented at the .university of Houston·Oear Lake. 

The Southwest Area Premiere of David's Mother, a 
comedy/drama by Bob Randall, opens Sept 8 and runs 
through Oct. 2. This comedy/drama, recently produced as 
a television movie by CBS, centers around a young 
mother who uses her wickedly funny tongue to hold at 
bay a world that has the legal right and intention t>f tak
ing her mentally handicapped son from her. COM stu
dent Mike Rice will portray the 16-year-old boy who is 
severely damaged and retarded. Jim Garcia, also a COM 
student, will play the part of Phillip, the husband of the 
witty fee-lance editor Sally, the youth's mother. Carolyn 
Oniz, area actress and longtime favorite on the COM 
stage has been cast in the role as mother. 

The classic Moliere comedy, School for Wives, 
• 1 • ' 

promises to be a laugh a mmute. It opens Oct. 27 and 
closes Nov. 2! Moliere's central character decides that he 
can Irain a young girl to be the perfect wife by keeping 
her ignorant of the ways of the world. Audition dates for 
the play are Sunday, Aug. 28, at 1:30 p.m. and Monday, 
Aug. 29, at 7 p.m. 

The next season play is Ten November, a musical/ 
drama opening Jan. 26 and closing Feb. 19. Auditions 
will be held on Nov. 6 and 7. This play centers around 
the cargo ship, the S.S. Edmund Fitzgerald, canying tac
onite ore. which sank. mysteriously during a stonn in 
Lake Superior. 

Lost in Yonkers, which opens March 30 and runs 
through April 30, is the most acclaimed Neil Simon 
play, winner of four Tony Awards including Best Play 

and the 1991 Pulitzer Prize. While rich in the comedy 
for which Simon is famous, it grapples with what happ
pens to children in a family where love is absent. Audi-
tion dates are Jan. 29 and Jan. 30. \. 

. Th, Kemudcy Cycle Part l, which opens June l 
and runs through June 25, is the biggest production for 
the season. This sweeping epic of three families in east
ern Kentucky spans 200 years of American history from 
1775 "'1975. Auditions are March 26 and March 27. 

The second part of this play will be shown after the 
production of Anni, Get Your Gun. A show dale has not 
yet been announced. 

1be swnmer musical, Annie Get Your Gun, one of 
the great American musicals of all time will open ~ the 
UHCL Bayou Theatre, July 20 '!J'd runs through Aug. 6. 
Auditions are April 23 and April 24 at COM, and April 
30 and May I at UHCL. 

For ticket information, call (409) 938-1111 or(71:i) 
280-3991, .Ext 345. 

MAKE 
BETTER GR.ADES 

Increase your learning power 
Improve your GPA! 

Discover the 
EXAM SECRET 

Write for free brochure today! 
BOOKS PLUS 

P.O. Box 58045, Dept. ES 
Houston, TX 77258 
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Sports/Recreation 

Baseball strike means more study time 

Fred 
FaourSr. 

Welcome to College of the Mainland all you 
neWCOIIlCIS and welcome back-returning students and 
faculty. Since last we enjoyed an Ev,meline Dodd bi
ology lab and a Mike Judge math leolure, there have 
been some changes on the pro spons scene. 

The Rockets are world champions, as rm sure 
you have noticed by the the thousands of T-shirts 
and hats wallcing around masquerading as humans. 
The Oilcrs are back in ttaining camp preparing for 
another early exit from the playoffs. And, the base
ball players aren't talcing strikes, they are on strike. 

The irony of that is the strike ( or work stoppage 
if you want to be politically correct) came during 
one of the most interesting and exciting seasons in 
recent memory. 

When the stoppage occurred, Houston's Jeff 
Bagwell was enjoying a career year and San Francis
co's Matt Williams was in hot pursuit of Roger 
Maris' record 61-homer season. San Diego's Tony 
Gwynn was flirting with the first .400 season since 
1941 and fans were flocking to the parlcs since for 
the most part, the pennant races were close enough 
to pique you interest. 

So, I guess I should wring my hands and say, 
"What a shame." I can't. 

It is difficult to have much sympathy for either 
the players or the owners. It was the owners who 
spent themselves into a financially precari~ corner 
and the prima dorma players who operate unda the 
theory it is beuer to receive than it is to give. With 
an average salary of better than $1 million, that is 
pretty good reception, 

This strike is simply a dual case of the dog wag
ging the tail (owners) and the rail wagging the dog 
(players). It is a case of greed in both houses. And if 
I read the pulse of the COM community correctly, 
there is not much sympathy for either side, just apa
thy. 

Actually. the strike, whose issues are about as 
dramatic as a Rohen Dole speech and about as inrer
esting, could not have come at a better time for 

COM students. 
Just think how many more hows we can spend 

in the library, in study groups and interacting with 
the faculty. Na more wasted time poring over the 
box scores or checking the latest statistics. The added 
study time should boost GPAs dramatically. 

yeah, right. 
The main issue that triggered the current work 

stoppage, involves the owners' insistence on a salary 
cap similar to the caps in the NBA and NFL. 

lbose of you who follow sports have seen what 
the cap has done to the NFL. II sent Warren Moon to 
Minnesota and forced the early retirement of several 
aging stars. The cap has slowed the rise of salaries in 
the NBA, but basketball players still enjoy the high
est average salary of any pro athlete. 

What sets the NBA and NFL apart from baseball 
is that pro football and pro basketball have been 
willing to accept change for the better. The NBA has 
added the three-point shot and the 24-secood clock. 
The NFL, after scoring hit a Juli, instituted the two
point conversion this year and made Olher subtle rule 
changes that aid the offense. 

And baseball? Well, it did shake things np a 
little this year with a new division arrangement and 
playoff format But as far as the game itself, the only 
changes have been for the worse. 

There is a great deal more stepping out of the 
l>ltter's box to pull oo gloves or stepping off the 
mound to pick np the resin bag. There also is an in
ordinate amount of time spent crorch grabbing, spit
ting tnbacco juice and complaining to the umpires. 
There are almost as many throws to first as there me 
to home. 

Far the most part, the game has lost ils appeal. 
It lost its innocence many years ago after the first of 
eight work stoppageS. It lost many of its fans when 
management made auending a game ooly slighdy 
more fun than talcing an algebra test High prices for 
tickets, parking and concessions have excluded most 
of the working class from attending more than a 
handful of games throughout the season. 

So, we return to classes this session without 
baseball That's OK, most of us have already spent 
the summer without it anyway. . 
Edittlr's note: Fr~ Faow Sr., a former senior edi
tor in the sports department, is retired from the 
Houstoo Chronicle after 28 years of sen>ice. He is 
starting his second year as a College of the Mainland 
stwknl. 

EvaNeinas,PresldentLarryStanloy'ssecretary, 
casual wear in COM'S Secretarial/Clerical Fashion 
SbowbeldApril25duringSecn:lary'sWeek. Theotber 
fashions indnded b-andeveningattire,DiDarcl's 
served as a sponsor, (Photo by Cheryl Wtk:b) 

April fashion show 
first-time success 
By CHERYL WELCH 
Guest Reporter 

The fim Annual Fashion Show in honor of Secre
taries Week was in:sented by the College of the Main
land Secretaries Oub April 25. 

The Fashion Show, sponsored by Dillard's and open 
to the COM commnunity as well as the general public, 
featured 15 clerical/secretarial persoonel from across cam
pus and lasted approximately ooe hour. 

The participants modeled outfits in three car,gories: 
casual, business and evening. Cake and punch were 
served in the Student Center Sun Room at the conclu
sion of the show. 

Members of the Seaetaries Oub were pleased with 
the ourcorne of the event and promise that next year's 
event will be even bigger and better. 

Renovations add up to more space 

Tom King, lttbnical director or the COM theater, 
ponders over a precise measuremetit for a platform set 
of Jake's Women, which premiered June 2 and ended 
June 26. King also built thecomplicated break-away set 
for COM's summer musical Peter Pan. 1be set allowed 
PeterandtbeDarlingcbildrentonyawaytoNeverland, 
Performances in the University al Houston-Clear Lake 
Bayou Theatre ran rrom July 20 throqh Aug, 7, 
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Continoecl from Page>---------
Vocational Building in spring leaving those two class
rooms vacant. "These rooms had no instructional walls 
and were not geared for teaching," COM mathematics 
Professor Leslie Richardson stated. "Also, a call for bel
ier facilities for students to wail (in) before class began 
was needed." 

Along with renovating classrooms. the office facili
ties underwent changes by dividing a large office into 
two new offices to accommodale the increase in faculty. 

Both math and science faculty members will be 
housed in the new area, but only science classes will be 
taught in the newly renovated building, Richardson ex
plained. 

COM student Abigail Davalos said, "Students hav
ing to deal with the new carpel smell and the air condi
tioning being turned off' found the learning aUnosphere 
in lhe cla~es disrupted. Davalos, who also works as a 
student assistant for the Math and Science teams, aaded: 
"They (the students) get uncomfortable with the AC off 
and the glue smell, which all affect your concentration in 

the classroom. But when they're (construction workers) 
through. it will be really nice." 

According to Karl Marshall, contractor with C.L. 
Vick Construction, most of the work should be compl,et
ed by Sept. 30. Fall classes will begin on schedule in 
the renovaaed area. 

"It's an exciting project, seeing all of the good 
changes around here." Richardson said. "The faculty are 
very pleascxl"with what we've seen so far. I guess you 
can say we're son of modemizin& this area." 

Biology Professor Emmeline Dodd said: "I've al
"r'ays said1hal learning can take place anytime there is a 
teacher and some students. This summer has proved my 
point! Despite the demolition, destruction, and noise of 
iackhammeri and saws, not one student has compiained. 

"It has been lite a treasure hunt each day," Dodd 
continued. "I leave clues as to the location of the class or 
the lab, and they always frnd me." 

Redesignej( classroom space is not the only differ
ence students will see in the Math/Science Building this 
fall. The open-air courtyard will be cn<losed. 

' 
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COM ticket to teaching career 

)' 

I received the can on Friday, July 22. lt was the In
terCOM adviser Astrid H. Lowery. She asked if! woold 
like to write an article for the school paper about how I 
decided to become a -her and the courses that best pre
pared me for the job. Since I enjoyed writing for the pa
per last summer and needed to sharpen my writing skills 
I said I would love to even though I just had graduared 
from Ulliversity of Houston-Clear Lake in May and was 
busy preparing to tellch this fall. 

As I pulled my car into the Colkge of the Mainland 
parking lat and sat contemplating what I would write, 
my thoughts drifted back to the days when life was csre
free and not as stressful. I had always known that I want
ed to be a teacher, so when I decided to attend college I 
knew I didn't want to go away to school yet wanted to 
receive a good educ.a.lion. COM was the nanual choice. It 
was close to my house and has a good reputation for pre~ 
paring students to attend a four year institution. 

Knowing that I wanted to be an English teacher 
helped me focus on what courses I needed to take. 

Let me warn you that COM is not as easy as some 
have said. If you want an "e33y A" then don't take Larry 
Smith for history, or Ouida Sanmann or Brenda Brown 
for English. Rowever, if you want to be prepared for the 
next four years. ihese professors will point you in the 
right direction. From Smith's animated lectures to San
mann's unique interpretations and knowledge of authors' 
persooal lives to Brown's laid-back style and dry humor, 
I gained a great deal of insight into the diversity of our 
culture. 

With 65 aedit hours including four semesters of 
English and an associatc's degree (May 1990) undec my 
be!~ I was ready to be welcomed to the next level. 
UHCL was my choice fall '90, and I spent the next 3 1/2 
years calling it home. 

I registered for my first literature class at UHCL 
with great anticipation. Dr. John Gorman was the in~ 
snuctor's name and knowing everything about literature 
was his game. But I was ready for him. I had two years 
of literature in my head just dying to be set free. 

Well, I didn't fall flat on my face, but I didn't soar 
with the eagles eilher. What l did do was make a good . 

,. 
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impression on that professor by explaining myself clear
ly and with great fervor. I learned that from Sanmann 
during my stay at COM. Yes! I was off and running. 
Give me a literature class and I11 give you an interpreta
tion. 

While at UHCL I attended a lecture on how to fmd a 
job. The speaker lalked about being mrutetable, and I 
woodered how could a teacher be more mmlcetable? The 
counselor told me that the more subjects I was certified 
to teach the more mmlcetable I would be. She suggested 
I focus on speech &nd jownalism as minors since I was 
an English major. 

After spending two years at UHCL, COM once 
again enlered my life. My counselonecommended I go 
back to COM for the summer and take some beginning 
journalism courses and then in fall come back to UHCL 
and fmish off with some upper level journalism courses. 

In summer 1993, journalism and Astrid Lowery be
came household names. I signc,<l up fa,- COMM 1307, 
Writing and the Mass Media and COMM 1129, Student 
Publication. After a few weeks of lectures and practice, 
my name and pictw-e were in print with several stories 
beside them. 

I was so proud! I sent all of my relatives two copies 
of the paper and then I visited them to make sure that 
they had read them. 

After spending the slimmer as a celebrity writer -
well in my mind I was -- I went back to UHCL to enter 
the world of upper level journalism. 

I signed up for a few journalism courses, and when I 
met the UHCUD/AN adviser Gloria Morris, she asked if 
I had any experience writing for a paper. With my chest 
struck ou~ I said, "Of course." I told her I had written for 
thelnterCOM. She knew the paper I was talking about 
and proceeded to tell me that Lowery was a forrnec stu
dent and that she was sure I was well prepared for the 
coming semester. And I was. I made an A. 

During my years at UHCL, I took literature, spccch, 
joumaJism and history classes, and nevec once was I nec

vous or scared because the moment I enl:Ned each class, I 
was able to go back into the files in my head to bring 
forth the knowledge I had learned from my COM profes
sors and to use it with success. 

As I finish writing this article, I'm looking at the 
future. What does the future bold for Becky Cheek? I 
could say only tho goad Lord knows. But guess what? 
He hm already blessed me with a new job at Dickinson 
High School teaching freshmen English this fall. I feel 
nervous about my new job, bill I know that I'm well. 
prepared thanks to COM and UHCL. 

. . 
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U.S. should keep 
troops out of Haiti 

RicbardJ. 
Moore 

Ever since the government of Haiti Jed by President 
Jean-Berttand Aristide -- favored by our government -
fell to the mililaly 1eadets of that country in 1991, there 
has been much talk about intervention. 

It seems that once again our mighty country has de
cided to get involved in the internal affairs of a Thin! 
World counlry in order to force it to comply with how 
we think a country should be governed. This goes 
against the philosophy on which our country was foond
ed. When our foo:fathers decided to be independent, they 
felt it was important that oo other country should be al
lowed to dictate how we live and handle our internal af. 
fairs. I can understand getting involved in another coun
try's internal affairs if there is a good reason, but I 
believe the only reasons that could justify such an inter
vention would be to preserve our security and to help an 
ally. None of these reasons fit Haiti. 

We should never get involved in another country's 
revolution or civil war. Any government that can't stand 
on irs own, in its own country, should not exist. 

If lhe U.S. government moves into Haiti, who will 
pay the bill once we get there, and more importantly 
how long are we going to slay there? The answer to that 
is simple. Look at history. After World War II we spent 
millions of taxpayer's dollars rebuilding the countties we 
were at war with, and though we fmishecl rebuilding at 
least a generation ago, some military bases remain in 
Germany and in the rest of Europe. 

How can we, a debtridden country overcome with 
crime, tell another country how to live? Don't we have 
enough problems in our country to worry about without 
taking on the responSJ"bility of another country? During 
our long conflict in Vietnam, many of our citizens felt . 
that intervention in the affairs of another country with
out justifiable cause would not be tolerated. Where are 
tl-,ose citizens now? 

Deyossie Harris, COM adjunct instructor in 
Americanbistory, rteeivedthel994Dislinguimed 
Alumni Award l'rom the COM Ex-Students 
A8oociation daring commencement May 6. Harris, 
73, who retired after 27 years with the U.S. Post 
Ollk:t in Galveston, tanted bis associate degree 
at COM in 1984. He earned botbabacbelor'saad 
a master's degree at the University or Houston• 
Clear Lakt in 11187 and 1!194 resptcli .. Iy, 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

·' 

' 

' 

' 

·' 

' 

·' 

• 



., 

I 

• 

• 
' 

·---·---· ·-~~------------~------~-- ----~--~-~----------..,..-
Page 2, August 1994, lnterCOM 

Editorial/News 

COM librarian Ann Miller's (fourth From righl)Friendsgatber ror a Farewell party in her honor July 23.At tile buffet 
table, From left, psychology Proressor Lee Yom,economics Proressor Bob Youug, retired COM employee Zelda Rick, 
former COM student Regina Brown Couvillon, sociology Proressor Marty Caylor, Miller, Gloria Rodriguez wire or 
COM librarian Robert Rodriguez, secoud From right, and English Professor Brenda Brown. Miller, who was at 
COM ror 20 years, reported ror work as coordinator or library instruction at Northern Michigan University in 
Marquette Aug. 1. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Michigan university lures librarian 
By ASTRID ff. LOWERY 
InterCOM Adviser 

The goodbyes have been said, the mail has been for
warded and the moving truck is gone. Long gone, actual
ly. Ann Miller, a College of the Mainland librarian, re
ported to work at her new job in Michigan Aug. 1. 

Miller, who had been at COM· for 20 years, has 
OOCn named associate profes.sor and coordinator of library 
instruction at Nonhem Michigan University in Mar
quette. The liberal arts university, which boasts 8,000 
students and 13 graduate level programs, is located on 
Lake Superior, Miller said. 

Though temperature-wise the move means quite a 
change for Miller. who was born in Houston, the cold is 
noc totally unfamiliar to her since she grew up in Dan
ville. Ind., about 20 miles west of Indianapolis. 

Miller. who Was reference librarian at COM will be 
mi~ by many. Returning students who were~'t here 
during the first summer session will be surprised to see 
her gone. It all seemed to happen so quickly. 
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She received the call that Northern Michigan bad 
hired her "on a Friday in July and a week later, the letter 
to confmn (the position) came;· Miller said. 

COM professors Brenda Brown and Marty Caylor 
hosled a "These-8001.S-Were-Made-Foc-Walkin'' larewell 
party at Caylor's house for the fonncr COM librarian. 
The party was well attended and included friends from 
COM as well as Miller's church and the community. 

English Professor Brown, who relied a great deal on 
Miller's library skills, said: "Ann Miller is going to be 
one of the most missed people around here because of all 
the assistance she provided English students working on 
English research papers. She'd give tours of Ule library 
and would explain the appropriate methods to achieve the 
greatest success for English 1301 and 1302 courses." 

Though Miller's frieods at COM will miss her. Ibey 
are delighted she has this chance to progress in her ca
reer. "fm really happy for her,"sociology Professor Cay
lor said. "She deserves this new opportunity for growth 
and sharing of her extensive knowledge base. The thing 
n1 llliss the most is her wonderlul sense of humor." 

In farewell Miller said, "It's been a real delight to 
worlc wiUl lhe (COM) students; lhey've been a source of 
learning and energy far me." 

Prof thanks students 
compliments workers 
Dear Editor. 

I would like to take Ulis opportunity to address my 
students who attended the Summer SC$ions I and II fur 
Human Anatomy and Physiology: 

Thank you ever so much for your cooperation, un
derstanding and patience during lhe remodeling period (in 
lhe Math/Science Building). You all had to go through 
"obslaele courses," walk Ule "tight ropes" (wooden walk
ways), but above else, endure the "dust bowl" and the 
lack of air conditioning (ugh!) on several occasions. 

I would also like to compliment the construction 
crew foc lheir pleasant and cordial attitude toward Ule 
staff who were obliged to be in the consttuction area. 

• 

• 

Dr. Renate True 
COM biology professor 

• 
• 

Your expectations, 
reality may clash 

Caroline 
N'iektilwl 

Picture yoorseif shouldering • colorlul, pocketed 
backpack stuffed wiUl books. paper, pens and pencils. 
You are swiftly walking toward lhe building where your 
first class will be held. After entering, yoo sean:h for lhe 
room lisle<! on your tuition slip. When you fmally reach 
your destination, you remove Ule heavy back pack, drop 
it to the floor. sink into a chair and anxiously await lhe 
professor. A few people enter lhe room. No one speaks. 
The hands on lhe clock are approoching lhe time for 
clffis to begin. You don't know what to expecL 

You look. around the room several times. This is 
not the picture you had of yow first day of class. The vi
sion in your quality world was a room full of people, 
maybe a familiar face or two, and an instructor cheerlully 
greeting lhe students at lhe dooc and checking off lheir 
names. Something is wrong with this picture. 

Welcome to college. This is a new and different ex
perience. Bells do not ring to amiooce classes. Punctuali
ty means you can walk into the classroom just as the 
class begins. The imtrucror rushes into the classroom a 
few minutes late, apologizing. 4,x)king at your class
mates you fmd a variety of ages to include a little old 
lady well past 70. 

Everyone seems eaga to learn. Brand new note- - ;; 
books are open, pens and pencils are poised in hands. AI-
Ulough Ule abDosphere is relaxed -- you see Cokes and 
chips -- lhe instructor is all business, handing out Ule 
course syllabus and lecturing on lhe first assignment. 

What's different from high school is that yoo, die 
student are paying foc material lhe instructor is feeding 
you, and you expect Ule instructor to evaluate how well 
you have digested iL You are die customer and you are 
lhe product The reward you get will be die gmde you "'· 
ceive and die koowledge you gain. How well you do di
rectly correlates wiUl Ule end result. he it pleasure from 
new knowledge, entrance to _a senior university, or a di
ploma or degree foc a specific job. 

Men at work! 

At top or ladder, Richard anaoud mex 
. Eledric Service Inc., llelps with the renovation or 
tlleMatb/Sclence BuildiogAug.4.lu background, 
Joel Waltou or. Southern Mecbuical Systems 
Co, worb at pipe threader. 

(Photo by As1rid ff. Lcnmy) 

• 
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U_nique ENGL 1301 forages into creative thinking 
C~tin~ f~ PaRe 1 . groups to participate in various activities, exchange ide- er, she has been involved with the National Center for 
skills also will benefit Ule students as _Uley deal w,Ul as. and virtually share control of Ule learning process. Teaching Thinking at Ule Massachusetts Institute of 
problems and olher challenges withm Ulerr hves. For Ule Thursday class meetings, Ule team will sep- Technology in Boston, Mass. She attended a series of 

Classes will meet Tuesdays and Thursdays from arate and meet with their individual! classes to lead stu- workshops and classes sponsored by the center which 
9:30 to ~0:50 a.m. dents in the process of writing and to focus on another were held locally and in Boston. and recently returned 

On Tuadays, the students will meet in the auditori- COID'SC objective, the collaborative research paper. from the Sixth International Conference of Thinkers at 
um where the team will introduce the thinking processes Two to seven students will decide the topic for their the MIT campus. While at the conference. Pevoto re-
and instruct die class in techiques for applying the new research paper; Ulen divide the research and lhe paper ceived instruction on creating Ule Uloughtful classroom 
skills. The srudents will then be divided into small writing. and finally present one paper. The collaborative and learned strategies for teaching thinking skills. 

Dreaded P.E. course 

O'Rourke 

.Ok, I confess. rm not athletic, not even close. 
I tried aerobics for a while and put myself on a 
walking program ooce, but neither effort took. 
Let's face it, who has die lime? I did walk from lhe 
pamng lot to the grocery store on a regu1sr basis. 
but I don't U,ink that counts. I was what filneSS 
experts call sedentary (such an ugly-sounding 
word. don't you think?), and P .E. was but a hazy 
high school mennory, until last semester. 

There was no way OUL PHED 1107 is required 
in onlcr to get an associate's degree at College of 
lhe Mainland, and I had to have lhe course. Not 
knowing what to expec~ and fearing lhe worst, 1 
enrolled last spring. 

As lhe first class meeting approached, Ulose 
through with _ 

amazing clarity. I was die last kid to finish Ule re
lay, the last one picked far lhe team. Reluctant to 
expose my unathletic self. I wasn't thrilled by lhe 
prospect of reliving·those experiences in front of a 
whole new set of what I was sure would be alhleti
cally superior~ much younger peers. 

My first surprise was that not only were there 
othec Ulirty-somethings in Ule class. but also some 
forty-someUlings, and even some fifty-somethings. 
It started looking even better as I realized that 
Cooch Galen Hayward Wldelstood that most of us 
had jobs and children in addition to school work, 
and not a lot or time for exercise. But that didn\ 
stop him from telling us what we needed to know. 
The focus was on a positive hea!Uly lifestyle, and 
lhe k:<;tures were interesling and loaded wiU, infor
mation relevant to our daily lives. The emphasis 
wasn\ oo competing and winning, but on achiev
ing • persooa1 fitness goal. 

For the final wun, we were to choose one of 
four activities, and train throughout U,e semester 
toward oor persooa1 best. 

The walking program entailed three miles, 
whereas the runners got away with a mile and a 
half. but I chose b'.J walk. A runner I was not 
However, a couple of weeks into the program. 
something happened to me. I don't know if it was 
lhe lure of six times around lhe track vs. 12, or 
some alien competitive drive, but I decided to 
switch to lhe nmning program. I wanted to see if I 
could go lhe distance. It was grueling atftrst, and 
got only slightly better with time, but my mind 
was made up. I couldn\ back down from lhe chal
lenge. 

It did get a little easier lhe longer I trained. and 

finally -- not without much huffmg and puffing --
1 ran die mile and a half. That may not seem like 
much to a runner, but it was to me. 

I was the last runner to finish lhe tes~ but 
that was Ok. k was a J)Ol!IOllal victory and it felt 
gttlll. 

• 

effrnt will not only help Ule students write Uleir frrst col- . Brown has been at COM for 25 years, U,e majority 
lege research paper, It also wt!I enable. them to ~tlce of that time teaching literature, but also instructing 
the concept of leamwort. a skill that wilt be required as some composition classes as well. However her service 
the students take positions in business and industry. to the college does not end there. She has s'ervecf. since 
~ ~ teaching project is the _product of Pevoto's inception in 1984, as spokeswoman of the FinancW Aid 

affiliallOJl wiU, die Beacon Grant l'roJOCt a group of rep- and Scholarship Committee at COM. She also is die eu-
resentatives. including Pevoto, from nine area junior col- reent leader of the Humanities Team. 
leges. Th~ representatives, all ~embers of the Gulf "I am looking forward to teaming what Jo Ann has 
Coast Jumor College InterscholastJ.c Conference, came experienced this swnmCI' and putting it into practice at 
together with freshn_ien composition students in mind. College of the Mainland," Brown said. 
The goal of the nme colleges, represented by the 
GCJCIC, was to make sure that each school's composi
tion courses were parallel to the others in objectives, 
Ulns eosuring an equal level of learning standards. Repre
sentatives from the University of Houston main campus 
and Texas Southern University in Houston were also 

consulted in an 811£mpt 10 make sure that lhe courses at 
junioc colleges were parallel to those at senior institu
tions, and that student skill levels upon course comple
tion were comparable. 

Anolher objective shared by Beacon project group 
members was to improve student retention :rates. It was 
decided that thinking skills and lhe collaborative research 
paper would be showcased in a COUISO designed to rcali,,, 
the group's objectives for the students. 

Pevoto !aught two classes at COM last year that in
corporated these teaching methods and Ulinking skills. 
Sov:Jent evalnatinns were high and the witMrawal rate 
much lower than in conventional composition classes. 
Brown and Lowery became interested in lhe project and 
asked to be part of a team teaching effort The result is a 
dedicated threesome, who are anned wiUl skills and are 
ready to use them to help students recognize and achieve 
their writing potential 

Pevoto is entering her 251h year as a literature and 
composition instructor at COM. More recently, howev-

Lowery received her bachelor's degree in English lit
erature and her master's degree in humanities (journalism 
and literature) from the University of Houston-Clear 
lake. Having just completed a literature class this sum
mer, Lowery now has 12 post-graduate hours to her cred
it. nine of them in literature. For the last seven years she 
has !aught journalism at COM, along wiUl advising and 
guiding die staff of ln1e..COM. the studeot newspaper. In 
addition to her journalism classes, Lowery also has been 
teaching developmental writing since 1990. Prior to her 
positlqn at COM. she was an editor for 3 1/2 years at 
The la Marque Times newspaper. With her journalism . . 
expenence, Lowery brings lhe iechnical skills required IO 
complete !his laleoled team. · 

"I am looking f01W9!'d to teaching wiUl both Brenda 
and Jo Ann, and am excited about the opportunity to 

_ work so closely _with two pros," Lowery said. 

All three women are members of the Humanities 

Team which presently includes English, humanities. 
journalism, Spanish and speech. Their desire work to
gether on this project is a suong example of lheir dedica-
tion to lhe quality of education students receive at COM. 

In this course. Pevoto said, the student will get the 
advanlage of lhe strengUl that each individual team mem
be, will bring to lhe class. 

1u the annual Student vs. Employee Basketball game held April 29, the employees beat the students 57-50. The 
winuing team from left, front rnw, includes: Mlcbael Murphy, part-time gym employee; Micllael Judge, math 
professor; Anthony Hawkins, Job Placement director; and Ali Ravandi, math proFessor. Back row: Al Yarbrough, 
campus police officff; Gaiell Hayward, grounds persou, adjunct P .E. instractor; Maurece Bouges, part-time 
custodian;TonyPreilrer,karateinstnlctor;andJerryBryant,P.E.proressor.M-bersorthestudeutteamincluded 
Jerome Bass, Tige Coraelius,Jimmie Milbourne,Jonatbu Steele,AslttonJackaon, Trey Ricbardsou, Darreu Perry, 
Tooy .k,nes, Mark Jon,:s and Roy Holmes. . . _(Pbqto by Marl'~. 1/rlelt) 
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SEE 
YOUR 
WORDS 

-IN 
BLACK 
AND 
WHITE 

• 

Do words flow 
easily from your 
mind to paper? Do 
you have printer's 
ink in your veins? 
Would you like to 
see your ideas 
in black and 
white? 

• 

• 

How about becoming a bylined 
wrtter for your college newspaper? 

reached at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext. 314. 

Enroll in COMM 1307 (Writing Enrollment in either course 
for the Mass Media), College of must be accompanied by the 
the Mainland's beginner production lab, COMM 1129, 
journalism course, and become a which meets Monday and 
staff member of the InterCOM, the Wednesday afternoons for 
award-winning campus . I -.~ .· .. 80 minutes, at your 
paper. . . -~"' convenience. 

Whether you have 
journalism 
experience or not, 
the InterCOM staff is 
the place for you. If 
you like to wrtte or 
think you would, 
you'll get a wide array 
of experience, including 
straight news, features, 
opinions, movie, book, 
concert or play reviews, 
and in-depth reports of 
your choice. You can also get 
involved as a photographer or 
illustrator. 

As an InterCOM staff member 
you get hands-on experience in 
the publishing of a newspaper, 

from the beginning 
ideas to the paper hot 
off the press! 

If you have some 
journalism 
experience, you 
may qualify to 
enroll in COMM 
2305(Copy 
Editing and 
Production) with 

the instructor's 
approval. Astp.d H. 
Lowery may be 

I 

COMM 1307 meets 
Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 9:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
COMM 2305 meets 
Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 
· 11 a.m. to 1:50 

p.m. Note: These 
are new days and 

times. 

As a member of InterCOM you'll 
meet many people of diversified 
interests and backgrounds, and 
you'll have your finger on the pulse 
of the college. 

ENROLL NOW 

lnlarCOM 
NO GRAY AREA HERE 
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Three team up 
for English 1301 
By SHERI 
O'ROURKE 
Staff Reporter 

English 1301 will offer 
a unique opportunity to 
College of Ille Mainland 
students this fall. Three sec
tions of the freshman com
position course will be 
team t;,ught by English 
professors Jo Ann Pevoto 
and Brenda Brown. and jour
nalism instruclOr Astrid H. 
Lowery. Those enrolled can Jo Ann Pevolo 
expect an enlightening journey into the realm of creative 
and critical lhinking. . 

One of the team's objectives will be to focus on 
three types of tlri1*ing pm I designed 10 slimulall, 
Ille students' ability IO draw on !heir own experiences. 
The teachers will use creative thinking exercises IO help 
students with ideas for papers, and Ibey will teach melh-

ods in analytical lhinking ro 
help students organize their 
experiences and perceptions 
so that they may write 
about lhem. Finally. Ille 
tt.aehers will introduce criti
cal lhinking IO aid students 
in decision making and 

- problem solving. 
Not only will these 

thinking skills enable stu
dents to write more creative 
and concise papers, these 

Brenda R. Brown See Unique Page 7 

Biology Prof....,.. Emmeline Dodd, left center, readies students for a botanical structures lab in the Math/ 
Science Building Aug. S. Pictured clockwise from top, Renee Locke, Roy Willts, Joy Ricks, Michelle Kirby, 
Roxenne Noland, Oralia Diaz, Jen Cleary, Charles Dunkel (holdina pencil), Tameka Johnson and Kevin 
Martin. Biology labs were not renovated, but students had to deal with no air conditioning for several days. 

(P-by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Math/Science Building multiplies space 
By GINA CASTRO 
Guest Reporter 

It doesn't lake a mathematician or a scientist to 
come up with a formula for more space for students 
and faculty. The solution is C.L. Vick Construction 
Co, of Friendswood. 

Math/Scieoce Building began May 11 . The cost is 
estimated ro be $850,000, and was allocated by Ille 
COM Board of Trustees in May, according 10 Dr. 
Henry D. Pope, dean of College and F'111811Cial Ser
vices. 

The two math labs, originally housed in lhe 
Math/Science Building. were moved ro Ille Technical/ 

Seo Renova- Pqe 6 Renovations ro Ille College of Ille Mainland 

Health fair invites all Aug. 26; 
screening se.rvices available 
By GINA CASTRO 
Guest Reporter 

Students and die community are invited IO Ille College of die Mainland 
Sixlh Annual Employee Well-Being Heallh Fair robe held Aug. 26 in the 
gym from 9 am. ro noon. More lhan 25 heallh- and wellness-oriented exhil>
irors will participate with free screenings and immunizations. 

The Galvesron County Heallh District will provide free immunizations 
for children and also provide tetanus and pneumonia immunizations for 
adults. The recommended vaccine schedule for children is 1112, 4, 6, 12 and 
15 monlhs, and 4 ro 6 years (before school entry). These immunizations will 
help protect families from measles and other childhood diseases. 

During the morning session or COM New Student Orientation, Aug. 9, Marcel Dugue', 
foreground center, and Robert Farrar ·share a private word while Anthony Dugue', left, studies 
bis paper work in the LRC Auditorium. Approximately 450 new -•nts participated. 

Pneumonia strikes people who have a decreased ability to fight infec· 
tions .. those recovering from an illness. a severe cold, or who are weak in 
general. Accoring to a recent artiCie in The Houston Post, an estimated 
40,000 people die each year from pneumonia infections. But there are ways 
to fight pneumonia. The most effective means. of course. is prevention 
lhrough vaccination. The Natioual Heart. Lung and Blood Division of Epi
demiology reports Ille heallh care costs for treating pneumonia are more lhan 
$5 billion a year. , Seo :zg Pqe 4 (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
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What's Happening 
COM plans Nov. 12 trip 

, 

to Renaissance Festival 
By L. JOSEPH SHOSTY III 
Starr Reporter 

It's almost that Lime of year again, time for the Ren
aissance FestivaJ. The festivities will take place every 
weekend beginning Oct. 1 and continue through Nov. 13 
in Plantersville, a town north of Houston. 

College of the Mainland is again planning a trip to 
the festival on Saturday, Nov. 12, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. The 
tickets which include transporLation and admission are 
$18 for adults; $12 for children 5-12; and $6 for children 
5 and under, accompanied by an adult. 

The festival, which is celebrating its 20th anniver
sary, promises to be one of the best ever. 

Events this year include entertainment featuring Old 
World musicians and stocy-tellers; arts and crafts, such as 
poUery and other han<hnade fineries; authentic demonstta
Lions ranging from glass-blowing to the ancient art of 
falconry; and a full-contact jousting tourney to add a 
primitive feel. The festival also includes a smorgasbord 
of rare delights, such as chocolate dipped cheesecake 
from the King's Kitchen. 

Those wishing to attend the festival need to contact 
Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs coordinator, at 
(409) 938-121 I or (713) 280-3991, E>L 418 for details. 

COM Counselor Leroy August helps student Ronald Gordon get registered for classes during late registration, 
Tuesday, Aug. 30. Studentswhoregi4iter late face long lines and must pay a $10 late fee. (Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

First step to auto theft prevention: Is your car locked? 
By AMY BERGERON 
Staff Reporter 

One of the most important investments anyone 
makes in life is his car. 

People spend thousands of dollars each year on ste
reo systems, paint jobs, body work, decals and other 
things for their cars. However, according to one shock
ing statistic, one out of five stolen vehicles has been left 
unlocked with the keys in the ignition. The amount of 
time and effort put into making cars more appealing iS 
overwhelming when compared to the time put into the 
actual prevention of those cars being stolen. 

According to Auto Theft Prevenlion: What You Can 
Do About It!. a pamphlet issued by the Houston Police 
Department, preventing auto theft is not difficult. 

First, according to the pamphlet, car doors should 
always be locked and the keys should be with the owner. 
Leaving car doors unlocked and the keys with the car for 

"safe keeping" only makes the job easier for a thief. It's 
recommended that a spare key should not be hidden in or 
on the car itself. Park as close to an open business as 
possible and never leave a car running while unattended. 

To keep cars parked in parking lots or garages safe, 
park only in lots or garages that have good lighting. 
This will deter thieves because they may be spotted 
while breaking into a vehicle in a lighted area. It is best 
to use attended lot.~ and to leave only the ignition key 
with the attcndanL Roll up all the windows completely 
and don't leave valuables in sight to tempt a thief. 

Although it's imponant to follow these guidetines, 
it's equally important to keep in mind that they are not 
foolproof. Many cars are stolen regardless of how hard 
people try to prevent the the fl However, stolen cars are 
more easily identified if they are marked in some way. 
Etching the vehicle's identification number on the win
dow or glass trimming will later .help in identifying a 
stolen car. 

COM Jazz Combo to perform at jazz festival 
By AMY J, TAFT 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland Jazz Combo along 
with other area perfonners will participate in the Ninth 

·Annual Galveston Island J37,z Festival Thursday, Oct. 6, 
through Sunday, Oct. 9, each evening from 5 to 10. 

The Market Square Jazz Band leads off the festival 
Oct. 6 performing their Dixieland-style jazz from 5 to 7 
p.m. at the corner of 22nd and Church streets. 

Under the direction of COM music Professor Sparky 
Koerner, the seven-piece ensemble will perfonn Friday, 
Oct. 7, at 7 p.m. The free concert will take place in 

Saengerfesr Park at the comer of 23rd and Strand streets. 

Advance tickets to the weekend waterfront festival 
site at Pier 21 and Haborside Drive are $8. The price in
cludes admission for both Saturday and Sunday. Tickets 
J)W'Cbased at the gate arc $5 each day. Advance tickets for 
seniors are $6 and include admission for both Saturday 
and Sunday, or $4 at the gate each day. Children under 
12 arc admilled free. 

For more information about the festival or advance 
tickets, call committee members Koerner at (409) 938-
1211 or (713) 28Q'3991, Ext. 347, or Charloue Stewart 
at (409) 763-7080. 

SAB Halloween dance to be held at Tremont in Galveston 
The College of the Mainland Student Activities 

Board is sponsoring a Costume Party/ Dance at the Tre
mont House in Galveston Oct. 28 at 8:30 p.m. 

The dance will be held in the Topgallant Ballroom 
overlooking the Wentletrap Restaurant. Entry to the 
ballroom is through the restaurant, which is located on 
the corner of 23rd and Strand streets. 

Admission is free for employees and students with 
COM IDs. Tickets for all others are $2 in advance and 

• 

be bought in the gym. Tickets will be $4 at the dance. 
A DJ will provide entertainment, and a contest with 

prizes for best costumes will be part of the evening's ac
tivities. 

Free hors d'ocuvres wil1 be served free; however all 
drinks including soft drinks must be purchased. For alco
holic beverages you must show proof of age. 

For more information call SAB sponsor Maryann 
Urick at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, fat. 418. 

, • 
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Dropping a business card in the door frame also is a 
good idea because it is underectable and can be used co 
link the car to the owner. It is not a good habit to keep 
the original certificate of the title in the car. If the car is 
stolen, this title can be alrercd easily. If possible. retain 
copies of all vehicle paperwork at home in a safe place. 

If a car is Stolen, the p::,lice should be called imme
dialely. Write down the vehicle's license plate number 
and identification number and keep them in a wallet. If 
the criminal is apprehended, be willing to press charges 
and testify in court Though it takes a little time and ef
fort, it may save someone else from becoming a victim. 

For additional information on auto theft prevention, 
contact the Houston Police Department's Community 
Services Division at (713) 247-8941. 
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COM fall blood drive 
set Oct. 18, 19 in SC Students express complaints 
By LIZ CADDELL 
Staff Reporter 

The Student Activities Board in cooperation with 
the Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center of Houston will 
host the College of the Mainland fall blood drive Oct. 18 
and 19. 

This life-saving event will be held in the Student 
Center Sun Room beginning at 8 a.m. and concluding at 
3:30 p.m. both days. 

SAB SJX)Dsor Maryann Urick said she hopes "this 
blood drive will be as successful as it was in the fall of 
1993 when we received 188 (pints of blood) donations." 

Ac.cording to the blood center, donations will enable 

See Oct.18-19 Page 2 
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. By AMY J. TAFT 
Managlaa Editor 

College of the Main
land held Ill open meetilll! 
Scp1. 29 during College 
Hour to allow -ts 1he 
opponooity to make com• 
menu: or express com
plaints. 

James I!. Shippy, di· 
rector of Student Support 
,lit,r•lcc&-da&<ueel· 
ing along with Dr. Henry 

COM police offer 24-ho.ur security 

COM Pollee Offleer Arbry Clillon, member ol 
the police bike patrol,demonstrates how weU bis 
bicycle m&MUftrs stairfi. 

(Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

I 
By BECKY 'FULLER 
Staff Reporter 

Qi 4} IQ/4\ 

Don't let die Bermuda """'1s fool you. the 
men and women driving aroimd in those lillle golf 
carts are certified police officers. 

Since its inception in 1974. the COM Police 
Depattmen1 has advunced from two security guanJs 
on foot ~ol to nine certified officers, manning 
one pajro'T car, two highly visible golf carts and 
two !()..speed bicycle.s, 

The officers are Matt Clausen, Asbry Cliftoo, 
Vernon Ewell. Robyn Hensley. ·Mickey House, 
Ouillenoo (Willie) Huena. Jeannette Swindell, 
Jose Villareal and Al Yarbrough. 

"COM police are on duty 24 hours a day." 
said Swindell. one of the two female officers. 
''Three officers work on each shift with one offi<:.er 
working midnights and weekends." 

COM also has four officers {Clifton, Hensley, 
House and Villareal) working the bike patrol. Two 
ofilcers ride the bikes on each shift, and according 
to Swindell, in the two years that it has been esta
blished, the patrol has already proven itself valua
ble. 

"With the bike patrol, we now have the cam
pus covered;" Swindell said "The officers have 
even chased down and arrested people on bicycle, 
on the bike trail." 

Unfortunately, the potential for danger is here, 

See Police ~ 7 

D. Pope. dean of College and Financial-Services . 
Dr. Donald 0. Bass, deail of lnMlclion and 

Student Development. who normally faeilir.ates lite 
forums was out of town at a seminar io Colorado. 

Shippy began dte ronim by immediately llllk· 
ingforany-. 

COM studeot and lnterCOM staff reponer 
Dawn Ullllllllll CXjliesseti COOCffll about the lad: of 
enforcement of COM's smoking policy. Sho SUI!· 
gcoied d1al dte COM police gm, \icbls to those 
who are nodn compliance wldl me policy. 

COM's Board of Tn!stees originally hru! 
plam:Bd ts N•• a • s tmmlhe: campus entiroty. 

See Student: Page? 

Student retreat to cite 
problems, solutions 
By AMY J. TAFT 

~Rdil<u' 

College of the Mainland is looking for input from 
its studenrs in a way the college has never before done. 
An off-campus student retreat is planned for Friday, Oct. 
21, from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. at the Christian Holiday 
House in Dickinson. 

COM President Larry L. Stanley describes the re
treat as a way for the college to "tty to become more re
sponsive" to the students. The retreat is designed to not 
only allow students to voice concerns and complaints, 
but also to find possible solutions for problems many 
students face while attending COM. 

The idea of the retreat is not to focus on individual 
problems, but to focus on problems that face groups 

of students, President Stan
ley said. Students will be 
required to come to a con
sensus of concerns, sort of 
an agreement. of disagree
ments. Ideas for improve
ment also are welcome. 

President Stanley vows 
to students that where a 
consensus is reached, the 
college will address those 
issues. 

Another difference in 
this type of forum from 

See COM Page 7 Larry L. Stanley 

Racism suspected in c.ar vandalism at COM 
By AMY BERGERON 
Starr Reporter 

Due to an incident of racist vandalism here at Col
lege of the Mainland, the COM police were heading up a 
full and thorough investigation in order to determine 
who the perpetrator or perpetrators were. However, now 
after months of searching for clues, COM Police Officer 

lJu,ilermo (Wi1lie) Huerta, head of the investigation, 
said that he has gone as far as he can with the case. 

On the afternoon Of Aug. 15 Ron Gamble, an Afri
can-American man, went to pick up his mother's green 
1978 Mercury Monarch from !,he college's automotive 
repair shop. Although all he wanted was an engine over
haul, he got a little more than that. Painted across the 
back of the trunk in a gray shade of liquid primer were 

• 

' 

the letters, KKK, a symbol for the white supremacy 
group, the Klu Klux Klan. 

Gamble told reporters that he took the car to the 
COM automotive shop in late July. He understood that 
the repairs would take a little longer than in regular 
shops. However, the caliber of work would be almost 
identical and there would be no paymem for labor, only 

See Vandalism Page 7 
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Editorials/News 
Welcome Back Kickoff features band 
By L. JOSEPH SHOSTY Ill 
Staff Reporter 

In front of a crowd of sun-baked College of the 
Mainland students, the Ben Wills Band opened the Wel
come Back Kickoff and Club Day Tuesday, Sept 23. 

Severa] people in the crowd swaye.d and danced as 
guitarist/vocalist Bert Wills, bassist/vocalist Benny 
Brasket, saxophonist Paul "Ear" Teichman, and COM's 
own drum instructor and drummer Bob Adams. The band 
ripped, rocked, sashayed and boogied Lhrough several 
1940s hits as Well a,;; a few singles from their forthcom-
ing album. • 

Those watchinl'thc show helped themselves to free 
soft drinks and club niers at the concession stand. 

While lhe band took a break COM President Larry 

COM student Omid Laridjani kicks around a soccer 
ball during the Welcome Back Kickoff held Sept. 13 
during College Hour. Laridjani is a member of·the 
COM Soccer Club. (Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

~Inter COM 

' . 

M111aging Editor 

Assistant Editor 

STAFF REP<>RTERS 
Pettily Bamra 
Amy 8erJeron 
Liz Caddell 
Bruce Dunca" ... ,....., 
Billy Kimbrough 
n.-i...... 
Barban. Lewis 
l);,ril McCollum 
Rich.udJ. ~ 
L. J01cph Shmty Ill 
Brad Stevenson 

PHOTOGRAPHER 
Brady Mah.ney 

CARTOONIST 
Cul Owens 

INTERCOM ADVISER 
Astrid H. Lowery 

AMYJ.TAFr 

BRADY-MAHANEY 

/,.1,,C0/,,1 0 • Ten• ln-=llcg;- Fwa A,,so,;ialiun •"'ord·wimlin& ,,., .. ...,.,. ia I"'"" 
mlCCd by and for n.doIQ ol Colle .. ol th: 1'kinland; 1200 Amburn Road; Tu .. Cily, 
Tn.u 71~91; ('0')) 931-121 l.,.. (713) 2110-19•n. bt. 314. Co1kF of tho Maioluw:i ii on 
Alr...,.liYc ~qaal Opportunity lnotitutio:n ond d<:a - dixrimiMle on d..luil of 
....,.,,col"'• natioaal ,.;p,_ ou, rdip,n, handicopor VMllnam Vc1c<anSta111a 

L. Stanley took the stage 10 formally welcome both 
first-year student,; and returning students. In his speech 
President Stanley outhned a coming event that will al
low students to effectively voice their opinions of what 
is good and what is bad about the college in an attempt 
to make it more student-friendly. He asked .SO studenl'i 10 

come forward and sign up for a relreat Oct. 21 at which 
they will discuss what is working and what could be 
done differently. Students who wish to attend will be ex
cuse.d from their classes, he said. 

After being introduced by the president, new Student 
Activities Board President David Pyawasay spoke briefly 
about SAB activities set for the fall semester. Then Pya
wasay introduced represenlatives of the various campus 
clubs such as· the new Student Government. Though not 
all clubs were represented, Pyawasay mentioned them. 

The Ben Wills Band then took the stage for a final 
time, playing approximately four more nt.lmbccs before 
closing the show. 

Each of the clubs at COM is interested in new 
members. For more infonnation about specific clubs 
contact the following club sponsors at (409) 938-1211 
or (713) 280-3991 at their respective extensions: Mar
yann Urick, SAB and the Outdoor Club, Ext 418; and 
James Shippy, Student Government, Ext. 297. 

Other sponsors and clubs include: Michael Ramirez, 
COM Amigos, Ext. 461; Betty Polifka, COM Arts As
sociation, Ext. 349; COM Men's and Women's Soccer 
Club, Exl. 418; and James _Heffcl, COM Vocal Senate 
and Studio Singers, Ext. 200. 

Also named: Bob Young, Environmental Commit
tee, Ext. 306; Astrid H. Lowery, the student newspaix;r 
InterCOM, Ex.l. 314; Sparky Koerner, InsbUmental Mu
sicians Guild and the Jazz Ensemble, Ext. 347; Brenda 
Brown, Literature Oub, Ext. 315; and Reggie Schwantl
er or Jack Westin, Mainland Community Theatre, Exts. 
350 or 221. 

And finally: Anthony Hawkins, Organization of 
African American Culture, Ext. 399; "Out Of The Grey" 
Christian Club, Ext. 418; Kathye Bergin and Leslie 
Richardson, Phi Theta Kappa, Exts. 223 and i29; Roy 
Lukash, Softball Club, E,;t. 417 and Tom Hawkins or 
Mary Hernandez, Texas Nursing Students Association, 
Exts. 548 or 426. 

Fans of the Ben Wills Band should look for their 
forthcoming albti.m, Mr Politician, due out this year 
from Gold Rhyme Records. 

Oct.18-19 set for blood drive 
Continued from Page 11----------
the center to serve patients in more than 80 hospitals in 
the 16 counties surrounding Houston. Blood is in great 
demand. Slatistics outlined in the blood donor require
ment handbook state that in 1990, every minute 16 peo
ple needed blood. 

In order to donate a person must be between 18 and 
70 years old. Sevente.en-ycar-olds may dOnate with writ
ten parental consent. Additional requirements include: a 
person must weigh at least 110 pounds, and must not 
have a cold, the flu or a sexually transmitted disease. 

The blood center stresses that when a person plans 
to donate blood, he should avoid dairy products, such as 
eggs and milk four hours prior to donation. In addition, a 
person must wait eight weeks between donations. 

The SAB will issue free T-shirts to all who donate. 
For additional information or when <1nd where to 

sign up, contact SAB sponsor Maryann Urick at (409) 
938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Exts. 417 or 418. 

COM, Rotary sponsor class 
A ceramics class for stroke victims and other physi

cally impaired people began Sept. 30 at College of the 
Mainland and will continue through Nov. 18. It meets . 
from 9 lO 11 a.m. on Fridays. 
For more infonnation call Grubb at (409) 938-5483 . 

' 
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Visiting freeway pig 
brin s laughter, joy 

. Becky 

Fuller 

Having a freeway for a front yard, you figure 
you've seen it all, even in the Deep South. One 
day last summer, I opened my door to a young 
man with one of those funny Yankee accents. 

"Do you own a pig?" he asked. 
I knew immediately he wa,;; referring to Wil

bur, my 265 pound red pig. 
"Oh no," 1 groaned. "What has he done now?" 
"Well," said the man, "J pulled over with a 

flat tire, and now I've gal a pig in my earl" 
1 followed the man acros.s the road and spied 

Wilbur's hind end sticking out of the back seat of 
his car. I could hear the shrill voices of children 
hysterical with laughter. 

Wilbur was halfway in the car munching pota
to chips and basking in generous hugs and pats. 
The man's wife was leaning over the from seat 
snapping away with a camera. 

I let the kids enjoy Wilbur until the chips 
were gone and he began rooting for more. I applied 
my poke stick amid cries of, "Can we keep him, 
can We please!" and began herding Wilbur across 
the road. The man followed along. 

"I just want to thank you and Wilbur for 
brightening up our day," he.said. "We flew iru,o. 
Houston yesterday, and I really have not spent 
much time with my family. All we have seen is 
highrises and freeways. When we pulled over the 
kids were crying and my wife and I were arguing. 
This is the first real laughter I have heard today!" 

While we talked, I henled Wilbur through the 
front door. From across the road came fresh gales 
of laughter. 

"I guess I've finally gotten a glimpse of real 
southern li:ving!" said the man. 

With that, he trotted back to his happy family 
and I closed my froot door. 

Smoking in right place 

COM students Joel Sokness~ Candice Tholen and 
Michael Landers chat while smoking outside the 
Math Science Building Sept. 15. They are in one 
or the 12 designated smoking areas. 

(Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

Fall '94 InterCOM staff 

Tbefall '94/nterCOM staff includes front row, from left: Barbara Lewis; Becky Fuller; Amy J. Taft, managing 
editor; and Amy Bergeron. Second row, from left: Liz CaddeU; Doris McCollum; Dawn Laursen; and Brad 
Stevenson. Third row, from left: Billy Kimbrough; Richard Moore and his son Michael ; L. Joseph Shosty Ill; 
Carl Owens, cartoonist; Brady Mahaney, assistant editor. Not pictured Penny Barrera and Bruce Duncan. 

(Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
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Vandalism at COM 
Continued from Page 1-----------
only for parts. . 

Both Gamble and his father, Robert Gamble, who 
had worked at the COM automotive shop as a transmis
sion instructor for 15 years, believe that the incident had 
to have happened sometime during the weekend of Aug. 
11 to Aug. 15. 

Although the Gambles may have their own ideas 
about who vandalized the car, Huerta said that its merely 
speculation. 

"We have to go on the facl'i," he said. "We have no 
witnesses and nothing IO go on." 

Huerta also believes that it could have happened 
anytime during that weekend. However, he claims that 
there is no way to be sure at what exact time it occurred. 

"It could have happened anytime from 10 p.m. on 
Thursday, Aug. 11, all the way to about 7 p.m. on 
Monday, Aug. 15," the officer said. 

Huerta claims that the shop was unlocked most of 
the day on that Friday because morning classes were in 
session. On Saturday and Sunday the doors were locked 
and the only people who had access to the shop were in
structors and campus police. "Unless, however, someone 
left a door unlocked," Huerta pointed out 

Again Monday, the doors were unlocked all day due 
to classes. 

"The car was discovered on the 15th by a student 
who drove the car from the southside to the northside of 
the stall of the auto lab," Huerta said. "Later the instruc
tor saw it and then Mr. Gamble." 

In order to set things right, President Larry L. Stan
ley reportedly offered to have the racist epithet painted 
over. "But Gamble initially refused," Huerta said. "How
ever, Gamble and Stanley are now negotiating the re
painting of the ttunk.." 

Anyone with any information should call Huerta at 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 403. 

COM retreat to focus on con-sensus of concerns 
Continued from Page 1 • 
other studenL-gcarcd interaction is that during the retreat 
no COM employees will be present. 
At the beginning of the retreat, President Stanley will 
introduce an external facilitator who Will oversee the ac
tivity. The president will then set parameters for a junior 
college atmosphere. At the conclusion of the day he will 

Police patrol campus 24 hours 
Continued from Page IL----------
just like anywhere. 

Since 1992 the COM police have handled nwner
ous stalking incidents, several car thefts, some petty 
thefts, weapons violations and one rape. There have been 
no deaths or car jackings. 

Swindell also wants 10 emphasize that anyone on 
campus who has domestic problems involving protective 
orders should notify the campus JX>lice. 

The COM Police Department schedules seminars 
ranging from date rape to domestic violence throughout 
the school year and will escort any individual lO his or 
her car upon request 

COM police also serve as the lost and found depart
ment in the Administration Building, Room 125-B. The 
office is open 365 days a year, 24 hours a day, Swindell 
said 

For any emergency on campus, regardless of the 
time of day, call the campus police at (409) 938-1211 or 
(713) 280-3911, Ext. 599. 

For non-emergencies call Ext. 403. All local after
hour calls should be directed to (409) 938-1240, no ex
tension necessary. However, long distance after-hour 
calls should he directed to (713) ,280-3991, Ext 599. 

/ __ > ~·- <C ___ ~ 
V•O•T*E 

I 

return. 
Toe college is looking for volunteers to participate 

in the retreat. Volantcers of various ethnic backgrounds, 
ages and gender are needed. The retreat is limited to 50 
students. 

'Iile retreat includes a complimentary continental 
breakfast and lunch. Refreshmenl'i also will be served 

throughout the day. Student,; are asked IO dress casually 
and must be willing to stay the entire day. 

Interested studenl'i should sign up in the president's 
office. Maps to the retreat site will be given _to students 
who sign up. For additional questions or to make an ap
pointment to see President Stanley, call (409) 938-1211 
or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 471 

Student: Smokers should comply with policy 
Continued from Pagelt--------

However, in their Dec. 7, 1993, meeting the Board 
amended the policy according to a plan presented 
by the COM Senate which allowed smokers to 
smoke in 12 designated areas. The purpose of th~ 
designated areas was 10 allow smokers to smoke, 
but at the same time keep their smokC away from 
the flow of traffic. 

Dr. Pope explained that the college 'want~ to 
"strive for voluntary compliance" and that COM 
JX)lice have "resisted the temptation to give people 
tickets." Dr. Pope explained that the COM police 
generally give students who are not complying 
with the policy maps illustrating the designated 
smoking areas. At this time, Dr. Pope said the 
college is hoping for "lhe lowest level of confron
tation." 

Laursen also expressed concerns about the lack 
of close parking spaces for studcnl'i who arrive lat
er in the morning and the improper maintanence of 
potholes in the lots. She also complained about 
vehicles being improperly parked in the lot. She 
suggested parking stickers which would assign 
parking spaces and also aid in the identification of 
drivers who may leave on their vehicle's lights. 

Dr. Pope stated that the idea of reserved park
ing goes against the college's idea of equality. He 

• ' 

• 

• • 
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explained that without reserved parking, COM is 
able to maximize the number of parking spaces 
available to everyone. 

In reference to the potholes in the lots. Dr. 
Pope said that the college is planning to have con
crete lot'i. Concrete lots will cut down on potholes 
because concrete is more durable than asphalt. In 
the future the college plans to budget $100.000 a 
year for parking lot renovations. For this year the 
college has budgeted $80,000 and is planning to 
renovate the parking lot near the theater and Park
ing Lot B, as well as the drive which connects the 
two lots. ' 

COM student Don Rittenhouse said that he 
had some difficulty straightening out the mix-up 
with hiS misplaced timesheet a couple weeks ago. 
Because only ooe person handles student paychecks 
and is on campus only from 8:30 a.m. until 12:30 
p.m., the employees al the main cashier window 
were not able to help him. Rit~nhouse suggested 
that all employees who work at the cashier win
dow learn how to handle such situations in order to 
better assist students in the future. 

The next open meeting with Dean Bass and 
Dean Pope will he held Nov. 10 during College 
Hour in the Administration Building in Room A-
127. 
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Sports/Recreation 

Baseball cards casualty of strike 

After one of the most promising baseball seasons 
thus far, Baseball's E:,;;ecutive Council Chairman and act
ing Baseball Comissioner Bud Selig announced Sept 14 
that the 1994 baseball season wa,; officially-over. The 
strike ~hich began Aug. 12 was the result of unsettled 
labor disputes between ball players and dub owners. 

It will be the first time in 90 years that the World 
Series will not be played. The only other year the World 
Series was canceled was in 1904, only one year after the 
World Series began. The reason for the 1904 cancellation 
is that, basically, lhc two league..,;; could not gel along. 

Sure, fans are disappointed and maybe even angry 
that a bunch of pampered baseball players would rather 
sit in the lap of luxlll)' than bust their kcistcrs for the 
die-hard fans. But life goos on beyond baseball for sports 
fans with the beginning of football season and the up
coming ba~etball season, or does it? 

Many sports fans who now arc distracted by the 
sight of clashing helmets on the 40-yard line may not re
alize the serious repercussions of the baseball season be
ing cut short--mainly, a year of unfinished statistics. 

Baseball is without a doubt unlike other team 
SJX!rlS. Success for baseball clubs rests solely on the 
shoulders of individual players. For example, football 
players work together as defensive or offensive teams. 
The defense works together to prevent the opposing team 
from scoring, while the offense works together lO score 
against the opposing team. 

Baseball players, however, depend upon an individu
al's performance. When you're down by two runs with 
the bases loaded and it's the bottom of the ninth with 
two outs, you want a guy who can slam the ball out of 
the park. You never see a guy run the bases while his 
team members chase after infielders trying to make them 
drop the ball because-that is not how baseball is played. 

Because baseball emphasi:r.es individual pcrfonnancc, 
stats on each player arc important. With staLs, baseball 
cards appear. Everyone has seen at least one baseball card 
in his life. The cards include staLs on performance, such 
as batting averages or RBIs and even on the personal 

lives of each player, such his wife's name or the names 
of his children. 

I recently had the pleasure of being dragged by my 
boyfriend to area card shops in search of Upper Dede's 
Series One Central Division cards. Two weeks·ago I 
didn't even know that there were such things as Series 
One and Series Two cards, or that there was a difference 
between hobby boxes or retail boxes of cards. But even 
now with my new-found knowledge, I'm still a novice in 
the area of baseball cards. 

The majority of the time I spent in each card shop, I 
sat staring in boredom at the ceiling, smelling the odor 
of decaying paper. Afler my boyfriend successfully com
pleted his mission of finding and obtaining his precious 
cards we returned home. 

As he sat on the floor gleefully opening his mylar
wrapped tteasures, he occasionally would stumble upon 
an exceptional treasure such as Michael Jordan's rookie 
card. He would proudly hold up the card in iis pristine 
slate without nicks or turned up edges. Only then, as I 
watched his eyes glisten as he told me the card's worth, 
did I fully understand the diligent.. patient, careful search
es. Those little pieces of cardboard with their tidbiLs of 
information are worth money! I'm not talking $1 or $2; 
rm talking $55 to $100 per card. 

Now wilh the season over before its time, what is 
going to happen lo baseball cards? 

What alx>ut San Diego Padre outfielder Tony 
Gwynn who was threatening to reach .400? No player 
ha,; hit .400 since Ted Williams of the Boston Red Sox 
in 1941 with .406. At the cancellation of the season 
Gwynn was batting .394. 

What is going to happen to the stats of Houston 
Asuo Jeff Bagwell who led the majors with 116 RBIs 
and was batting .368 and had 39 homers placing him 
second in the National League? 

How about San Fransico Giants third baseman Matt 
Williams who hit 43 homers to win his first home run 
title? All he needed was 19 homers in his last47 games 
to break New York Yankee Roger Maris' record of 61 set 
in 1961. 

I'll tell you; the 1994 season will be remembered as 
a season of couJd~have-beens or, maybe more correctly, 
should-have-beens. 

WhO knows how baseball card collectors will fare, 
or what the worth of the cards from an unfinished season 
will be? One thing's for certain, I'll remember the 1994 
baseball season as the year I discovered baseball cards. 

COM classes can help with keeping fit 
By AMY J. TAFT 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland offers a wide range of tour -
n:amcnts and non-credit classes for both athletes and ath~ 
letic hopefuls. 

For thore who feel right at home on the racquetball 
court, COM's weeknight racquetball tournaments may be 
just the right activity. The tournaments will be held Oct. 
25 and 26 from 6 to 10 p.m. in the COM gym and the 
Lowry Physical Filness Center in Texas City. Men's and 
women's categories for levels B, C and novice are eligi~ 
hie for the tournament. Trophies will be awarded for 
first, second and third place winners and all participants 
will receive a T-shirt. The cost is $13 per person and the 
sign-up deadline is Oct 19. 

Looking· for a way to relieve the stress of everyday 
life? Through the an of yoga, you can learn the tech
niques of relaxation as well as gain a better sense of self. 
The six-week class begins Oct. 24 and meets Mondays 
and Wednesdays from 3:45 to 5 p.m. The class costs $42 
for residents and $47 for non-residents. Bring a mat, tow
el or blanket in order to sit comfortably on the floor. 

Trying to slim down before the holiday season hits? 

• 

Try a free introduction to water e:X.ercise Oct. 31 in the 
COM pool from 5:45 to 6:30 p.m. If you wish to con
tinue water exercise, COM offers a seven week non
credit class beginning OcL 31. The clas.i; meets Mondays 
and Wednesdays from 5:45 until 6:30 p.m. Cost is $44 
for residents and $49 for non-residents. Be sure to bring 
your towel. 

Looking for a way to step up your cardiovascular 
endurance? Enroll in COM's aerobics class. The instruc
tor alternates between aerobic dance and step aerobics to 
improve cardiovascular endurance. The next class begins 
Nov. 1, lasts six weeks and meeti; Tuesdays and Thurs
days from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. The cost is $40 for rcsi

. dents and $44 for non-residents. 
If you're looking for a way to tone up before those 

holiday pies hit the thighs, enroll in COM's floor exer
cise class. You will learn a variety of floor and standing 
exercises to tone those stubborn spots in the six-week 
class. The next class begins Nov. I. Class dates are 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 5:15 to 6:15 p.m. Cost is 
$40 for residenLs and $44 for non-residents. 

For more information about any of the courses or 
activities COM has to offer call (409) 938-121 I or (713) 
280-3991, Ext 417. 
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Dr. Vanneise Collins, COM Office of Equal Educational 
Opportunity, smiles after just finishing the 10K (6.2 
miles) United Negro CoUege Fund walk-a-thon in two 
hours SepL 17. In addition to Dr. Collins, the following 
COM staff and faculty members walked: Edna 
Courville, David Geller, Tillie Henson, Michael Judge, 
Beverly Mitchell, Dr .Alexander Pratt, Syreeta Stewaf'4 
Lola Thompson and Martba Woolrid1<. 

COM folks participate 
in UNCF walk-a-thon 
By LIZ CADDELL 
Staff Reporter 

Walk a Mile to Save a Mind was the focus of the 
annual United Negro College Fund walk-a-thon held 
Sept. 17 in downtown Houston. 

College of the Mainland faculty and staff who par
ticipated in the event as walkers included Dr. V anneise 
Collins, Edna Courville, David Geller, Tillie Henson, 
Michael Judge. Beverly Mitchell, Dr. Alexander Pratt, 
Syreela Stewart, Lola Thompson and Martha Woolridge. 

Finishing the walk in just a little under two hours 
Dr. Collins said "Although I was ready for the walk, 6.2 
miles was nothing to sneeze at". 

Olympic Gold Medalist Carl Lewis was the hono
rary chairman of the IOK (6.2 miles) event that kicked 
off at Sam Houston ·Park unde.r bright sunny skies early 
Saturday morning. · 

According to information published by UNCF, 
funds raised through the walk-a-thon will enable UNCF 
to assist 41 historically black co11eges and universities 
provide low-cost education to 50,000 ITlcn and women. 
Students who attend these private, fully accredited insti
tutions come from all SO states and 62 foreign countires. 

The goal for this year's walk-a-thon was to raise 
S250,000, well exceeding the 1993 goal of $168,000. 
Final results of contributions will be tabulated later in 
October after all pledges have het!p received following 
the Oct. 14 dealine, Dr. Collins said. 

The festive air of the walk-a-thon continued with an 
after-walk party. Refreshments and entertainment were 
subsidized by Bell Telephone, Enron and Ranger Insu
rance among many other supporters of UNCF. / 

Television personality Bob Nicholas from Channel 
2 News was the official master of ceremonies. 
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Smoking restricted to-12 areas at COM 
BY BRADY MAHANEY 
Assistant Edito:r 

Those of you who enjoy a cigarette break between 
classes, or those of you who are partial lO breathing 
smoke-free air, need to be aware of the rules concerning 
smoking at College of the Mainland. 

Smoking is only allowed in 12 designated areas on 
COMs main campus. and smoking while walking be
tween buildings is strictly prohibited. 

Originally COM was to become a smoke-free· cam
pus Jan. I, as the result of an April 1993 Board of Trus
tees decision. With significant opposition from students 
and other groups, the Board reevaluated iLs position and 
in the Dec. 2, 1993, meeting allowed for 12 designated 
smoking areas 

The Board's intent, with first the ban on smoking 
and then the amended ban, is to minimize the amount of 
litter on campus as well as provide a healthy and com
fortable learning environment for all students, according 
lO a March article in lnterCOM. 

The new policy's effectiveness and fairness have 
been the topic of many heated discussions all over cam
pus this semester. 

"I'm just really glad that they have a smoking area 
and didn't do away with it (smoking)," said Cindy Jor
dan, Adult Basic Education program assistant. Other peo
ple are more critical of the new policy. 

"I don't think it's right," said COM student Diana 
Strain. "And 1 think that if they were going to ban 
(smoking), they would have to provide the programs to 
(help smokers) do it (quit)." 

In addition to the 12 smoking areas on the main 
campus, a smoking area also is available by the cosmo
tology building in Appomattox Square located across 
Amburn Road from the main entrance to COM. 

Because the smoking policy prohibits smoking 
close to building entrances and exits, COM student and 
smoker Kenny Mclacon said "I think they should allow 
us to smoke outside all the exits." 

One area on campus that is not a designated area, 
but is a popular spot for smoker is located at the south
west entrance to the Technica)Nocational Building. 

This area has gained special attention because it 
only is separated from COM's Child Care Laboratory 
playground by a small wooden fence. Since this is not a 
designated smoking area, ashtrays have not teen provid
ed. As a consequenc:e, cigarette butts and second-hand 
smoke are seen as a threat to the children, who because 
this area is fenced in, do not have the freedom to move 
elsewhere. 

"This is-not what we want to teach young children," 
said Dr. Katie Best But1er, Child Care Laboratory coor
dinator. 

Since COM is located close to the Texas City fefin
eries, some people point out that the pollution from 
Texas City is far worse than second-hand smoke. "I don't 
think that smoking is doing an}' more harm than the 
pollution around us," said COM student Kim Martin. 

Another major reason for having designated smok
ing areas is to prevent the accumulation of cigarette 
butt~ all over the COM campus. 

COM student Billy Plant said, "If they (would) put 
more ashtrays around, people would use them." 

The besr furnished designated smoking area is on the 
second floor of lhe Leaming Resource Center. This area 
is complete with overhead cover, three ashtrays, plenty 
of room to sit, elevator access and two water founlains. 

Campus police have yet to begin ticketing people 
for violating the new rules. Instead they are continuing a 
policy of telling smokers where they may smoke, said 
Sherry Jolly, COM campus police secretary. 
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Get politically aware; 
your vote does count 

Local, slate and national elections will be held 
Nov. 8, and I would like to urge you to register 
and to vote. 

If you are not a registered voter and are eligi
ble to register, please do so. You are eligible if 
you are a U.S. citizen, 18 years or ofder, and are a 
resident of the county and state for 30 days prior to 
the election. 

To be able to vote you must be registered 30 
day.s prior to election day. Voter registration awli
cations can be picked up at most county buildings, 
such as librariesi courthouses and city credit Wl

ions. Elections are a little more than a month 
away, so go register now. 

If you are one of those people who feel that 
your vote doesn't count, trust me you're wrong. In 
recent years the turnout for local elections has de~ 
clincd dramatically. In non-presidential elections, 
voter turnout has been the lowest. During these· 
"off' elections your vote counts motJ; because a 
popular vote decides the outcome. In presidential 
elections your vote goes through *\he Electoral• 
College and therefore is not a direct vote. Your 
vote also counts more in off years because fewer 
people vote in those elections. 

If you feel our area has nothing to offer the 
rest of the country, stOI! and think about the ac
complishments of some of our local politicians 
such as deceased Texa.s City Mayor Emmett F. 
Lowry, slate Rep. Mike Martin, and U.S. Sen. 
Kay Bailey Hutchi.soo. These people have and are 
shaping our political lives. 

Now that I have convinced you to vote, please 
don't walk into the polling station without first 
finding out about the people who are running in 
the elections. 

In today's world of mass media ·ao.d CNN's 
continuous news coverage, it's easier than ever to 
find out who the candidates are and their qualifica
tions. The League of Women Voters publishes a 
vote.r's guide before every election. Also newspa
pers, such as The Houston Post and the Houston 
Chronicle profile candidaies oo the editorial pages. 

If you have the time and are looking for a club 
or oganization to join, political parties develop a 
special kind of closeness and are a great way to get 
involved in the community. 

Vote in every election you can. Educate your
self so your opinion is backed by fact. Seek toed
ucate others. 

Club Amigos promotes Hispanic culture at COM 
By DAWN LAURSEN 
Starr Reporter 

Hispanic people have played a significant role in the 
making of Texas and the United States. How well do 
you know your history? Remember the Treaty of Guade
Iupe Hildalgo signed in I 848 when Mexico relinquished 
all rights to Texas? 

How about the Gadsden Plirchase of 1853, when the 
United States purchased from Mexico what is now Ari
zona, New Mexico, Nevada. Utah, and parts of Wyo
ming, Colorado and California? 

. Are you interested in making friends here at College 

of the Mainland? Are you interested in the Hispanic cul
ture? Then Club Amigos, open to all, is for you. 

History professor, Dr. Manuel Urbina, started the 
club at COM 22 years ago, and in an effort to promote 
the Hispanic culture, also initiated at C!OM the Cinco 
De Mayo festivities, which tclebrate Mexican indepen
dence on May 5. Dr. Urbina, Museum of the History of 
Mexico founder-curator, shares the club's sponsorship 
with Micheal Ramirez an EMS COM faculty member. 

COM student Sergio Renovato-Vasquez is the Ami
gos chairman. Vasquez is encouraging, not only people 
with Hispanic background, but also people of all races to 
join the club. 

' 

• 

To draw members, the club offered a free luncheon 
at Bonito's Restaurant in La Marque Sept 22. Eighteen 
people came to get aquainted and to brainstorm ideas for 
activities and to discuss future goals such as a dance 

One goal is to promote knowledge of Hispanic cul
ture, and anothef is to increase advertising of activities at 
COM and in the community . . 

The Amigos meet every other Tuesday or Thursday 
12:30 to 1:30 p.m. in the Leaming Resource Center, 
Room L-113. 

For information call Ramirez at (409) 938-1211 or 
(713) 280-3991, Ext. 461, or after 4 p.m. call Dr. Urbi
na at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 307. 
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Features/News 

Norma Morton, lert, collects tickets from Fred and 
Sherry Zimmerman for COM's production of DaYid's 
Mother which closed Oct. 2. Morton volunteers at the 
COM theater as a member of RSVP. Fred Zimmerman 
lS a teacher at TCISD Alternative Learning Center. 

(Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

Active retired people 
volunteering at COM 
By DORIS McCOLLUM 
Staff Reporter 

Among the many active organizations at College of 
the Mainland is the Retired Senior Volunteer Program. 
RSVP is a state and federally funded program that has 
the potential of helping everybody, not just older adults. 

At COM, RSVP volunteers may be found serving 
at the Infonnation Desk in the Administration Building, 
in the RSVP office, helping with college mailouts or tu
toring visually handicapped students. 

The local director, Lois Holden, and her administra
tive assistant, Olda Perez, act as liaisons belween agen
cies and community organizations which need assistance 
and the senior volunteers who arc willing to use some of 
their spare time to fill Lhese needs. 

RSVP was developed because of the reality of to
day's prolonged lifespans. The program places older citi
z.ens, 60 and above, who have a wealth of varied experi
ences as well as free time, in positions of need in their 
areas of expertise. 

Organization members have been instrumental in 
meeting the needs of communities ,throughout the United 
States as tutors, receptionists, telephone contacts, travel 
consultants, day care workers, docents, guides, mailout 
helpers, thrift shop managers, salespeople and many oth
er jobs. 

To quaJify as an RSVP volunteer, P¥ticipams must 
be at least 60 years old, have a few free hours per week, 
enjoy the col11pany of olhers, have interests and skills to 
share a1:; well as wanting to make a difference in the lives 
of others which in tum will enhance the quality of their 
own lives. 

To become an RSVP member or for more informa
tion, comact Holden or Perez at (409) 938-1211 or (409) 
280-3991, Ext 372. 

SAB plans full schedule of events 
By LIZ CADDELL 
Staff Reporter 

As the fall semester gets underway at College of the 
Mainland, the Student Activities Board has a five-star 
lineup of events for October and November. 

Voted 1994 Campus Entertainer of the year by the 
National Association for Campus Activities, Craig 
Karges, will perfonn in the Leaming Resource Center 
Auditorium Oct. 10 at 7:30 p.m. 

The SAB will host a multi-culturaJ luncheon in the" 
Student Center Sun Room Oct. 11 at 12:30 p.m. Bring 
a-dish from your native culture and enjoy the culinary de
lights of olhers. 

The annual blood drive takes place Oct.18 and 19 
beginning at 8 a.m. and concluding at 3:30 p.m. both 
days. The SAB will give free T-shirts to"all who donate. 

Alvin College will host the Gulf Coast Interco11e
giate Conference Sports Day Oct. 20. Spons Day will 
last alf day and those who wish to participale must sign 
up before Oct.19. 

To highlight Alcohol and Drug Awareness Week, 
Oct. 23-29, Fun Flicks day on campus is scheduled for 
Oct 27 in the Student Center. 

The SAB, in conjunction with Continuing Educa
tion and the Office of Multi-Cultural Affairs, will spon
sor !his event held 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

1be deadline to register for fun flicks was Oct. 3. 
Kramer Entertainment Agency will be on hand for 

anyone who wishes to make a totally interactive video to 
keep. Four Oscars will be presented for several catagories 
at a laLer date. Groups are encouraged to make videos and 
student volunteers will be nee.ded. Contact Charles Bud
denhagen, new director of Continuing Education, at 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 517. 

In addition, Kathie Rickman, a clinical nurse spe
cialist from the Health Science Center is tentatively 

scheduled as guest speaker on alcohol and drug abuse 
Oct. 27 in the Student Center from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. 

The 1972 democratic candidate for Texas governor, 

Sissy Farenthold, will speak at COM Oct.19. 
Liule Big League is the first of two free movies 

scheduled by the SAB. It will screen Oct. 21 and 22 at 7 
each night in the LRC Auditorium. 

An evening of excitement has been planned for Oct 
28 when the SAB will sponsor a Costume Party/Dance 
at the Tremont House in Galveston. The Topgallant 
Ballroom has been reserved for this event and an open 
bar will be available. 

The November line-up of SAB events begins with 
GCIC Bowling Sports Day on Nov. 9 at 10:30 a.m. 

On Nov. 10 the SAB will present an open meeting 
with Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student 
Development, and Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of College 
and Financial Services, in RQOm A-127 of the Adminis
tration Building at 12:30 p.m. Student issues and con
cerns will be discussed. This will be the second forum of 
the semester. The first was Sept. 29. 

A trip back in time to the Renaissance Festival in 
Plantersville is planned for Nov. 12 from 8 a.m. until 7 
p.m. Ticket prices, which include transportation from 
COM and back, arc adults $18: ages 5 to 12, $12: and 
children under 5, $6. 

Ticket1:; for the festival, ·not including transportation, 
may also be purchased in the gym. Adults arc $11, and 
youth $7. 

Tickets that include transportation will be on a first
come, fust-served basis. 

Al Garza American Karate Club will present a Self
Defense Demonstration and Workshop Nov. 13 in the 
Student Center at 12:30 p.m. 

For infonnation on these or any events sponsored 
by the SAB, contact SAB sponsor and Recreational Pro
grams Coordinator Maryann Urick at ( 409) 938- 1211 or 
(713) 280-3991, Exts. 417 or 418. 

Memory expert improves recall skills 
By DORIS McCOLLUM 
Starr Reporter 

College of the Mainland students, faculty and friends 
had the opporlunity to improve memory skills Sept. 12 
in the Learning Resource Center Teaching Auditorium, 
L-131, when David Lallier conducted the "Don't Forget" 
Memory Workshop. 

Lallier starled off the evening by stating that he 
would teach the audience how to memorize a deck of 
cards, learn lists of infonnation and help each listener to 
remember names more readily, 

"Since repetitive learning is a boring, slow process 
and basically ineffective, it is advantageous to develop a 
change of procedure for memorization," Lallier ex
plained. 

With this introduction the memory expert encour
aged the audience to use visualization, exaggeration and 
association to aid in the memorization process. He as
serted that the mind thinks in pictures. The more vivid 
these pictures are, the more concretely the brain is able 
to store new pieces of infonnation. • 

One memorization method used by Lallier is the 
mnemonic alphabet. This was devised by Houston phy
sician, Robin Tyre, but refined by Lallier. Each Jen.er of 
the alphabet, except the vowels, are assiined numerical 

· value. 
For example, letters such as "d" and "t" are given 

the value of one since these letters have the same basic 
sound and because they look like the long stick configu
ration of that numeral. 

To prove his point after teaching the audience !his 
method, Lallier named nine cards from a deck of playing 
cards. He asked four people to identify the cards he had 

' 

• 

not named. By using the procedure they had just learned, 
the four successfully completed this exercise to a sponta
neous burst of applause from the audience. 

"Inability to properly file and organize information 
is a problem that needs visualization and association so 
we can establish a system of memory hooks," Lallier 
said. His suggested list of words which can function as 
memory hooks arc included in the handbook provided by 
the speaker. The new information is "hung" on the 
hooks in the brain, ready for instant retrieval. 

Finally, Lallier emphasized the importance of mem
orizing names. He stated · that a person's name is his 
most cherished asset In order to make an impression on 
one's colleagues, teachers and business or social con
tacts, it is vital to remember names. This can be accom
plished through paying close attention to the person be
fog introduced, by repeating his name or spelling it 
aloud as he is inttoduccd. 

To illustrate his technique, Lallier told audience 
members to change their names from masculine to femi
nine or vice versa. Lallier pointed out how much more 
each person conce.ntrated on his new name in order to re
member it. This supports his theory that we should pay 
closer attention when we are introduced to new people. 

At the conclusion of the workshop, Lallier reminded 
the audience that memorizing a deck of cards is not too 
difficult. Also eye contact, listeniri'g to names, repeating 
or spelling names when intrOO.uced can aid memory. He 
emphasized lists can be remembered if categorized and ar
range.d in such a way that retrieval is easy. 

For more infonnation about this method of memori
zation contact: David Lallier, B.B.A., M.B.A; at 1000 
Bay Area Blvd., Suite 205; Houston, Texas 77058. 

,. 

Domestic violence deadly threat 
By A~V J, ~ AFT York University law professor, explains that wifc-
Managmg Editor beating was once condoned in an 1824 Mississippi Su

Editor's note: This is lheftrst of a three-part series deal
ing with domestic violence. 

The murder of Nicole Brown Simpson has brought 
to light a terrible secret many women harbor -- domestic 
violence. Like with many high-profile domestic violence 
cases, Americans become outraged that such a problem 
exists in the United States, demand that something be 
done to protect abused women but later lose interest 
when a new scandal sW'faces. 

Although the outpouring of public concern has in
creased the number of crisis centers and hotlines for 
abused women, the problem of domestic violence still 
remains. In 1992 the U.S. Surgeon General cited domes
tic violence as the leading cause of injury to women aged 
15 to 44. 

The problem of domestic violence is still far more 
common than once believed. According to the article, 
"Patterns of Abuse" in the July 4 issue of Newsweek, on 
the average one woman is beaten every 16 seconds by 
her husband, ex-husband or boyfriend. Also according to 
Newsweek, although either partner of a relationship is 
just as likely to start a fight, women are victimized by 
their partner 11 times more often than men. 

Despite the prevelance of domestic violence, it is 
difficult to define clearly. Many view domestic violence 
as a family matter. For this reason many people over
look victims of domestic violence unless physical effects 
such as the woman's face being swollen and bruised, arc 
apparent Also according to ''Patterns of Abuse," Ameri
cans still cling to the old cliche, "a man's home is his 
castle" and what happens inside should stay there. 

State laws also are barriers for combating domestic 
violence. In many states, a man who assaults a stranger 
is guilty of a felony, but if he assaults his wife, he is 
guilty of only a misdemeanor. 

In "Patterns of Abuse" Holly Maguigan, a New 

preme Court decision. The decision, first cited as the 
Rule of Thumb in English common law, allowed a man 
to punish his wife physically with a stick no wider than 
his thumb. 

Professor Maguigan is quoted as saying, "We're not 
very far removed from a time when the criminal-justice 
system saw its task as setting limits on the amount of 
force a man could use, instead of saying that using force 
against your wife is a crime." 

According to "Patterns of Abuse," victims only call 
police to stop the violence at that moment nm because 
they want to prosecute the abuser. 

In the article, "He's Going to Kill Me," in the Sep
tember isssue of Glamour, Bob Schwartz, the Albu
querque district attorney, explains that usually after a vic
tim drops the charges, "the police are back out at her 
house the next day, the next month or we'd be at her fu
ncr:aL" The main reason for reoccurring abuse or escalat
ed violence is a result of the abuser's feeling that he is 
above the law, Schwartz explains. 

Even if a woman decides to leave an abusive rela
tionship, she still is in danger. In "Patterns of Abuse," 
Margret Byrne, director of the Illinois Clemancy Project 
for Battered Women, explains that the woman's leaving 
sends signals to the abuser that he is no longer in con
trol of the relationship. The abuser lhen escalates the vi
olence to the point where he threatens to hunt down his 
wife and kill her. Byrne is quoted as saying, "It's a ma1e 
sense of entitlement -- 'If I can't have her, no one can."' 

Despite the grim reality of domestic abuse, help is 
available. The best way to combat domestic violence is 
to recognize those at risk of being abused or becoming 
abusers and to provide help for the victims. 

The second part of this three-part series to be published 
in the November issue of InterCOM will deal wilh lhe 
characteristics of abusers, who is most likely to be 
abused and the cycles of abuse. 
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Sissy Farenthold 
to address violence 

By DORIS McCOLLUM 
Starr ·Reporter 

Frances Tarleton Farendtold, who is cwrently 
serving as Distinguished Visiting Professor at 
Texas Southern University's Thurgood Marshall 
School of Law, has been invited to College of the 
Mainland as Special Speaker of the Day OeL 19. 

Farcnthold, also known by her nicknime 
Sissy, is the first woman president of Wells CoJ. 
lege in Aurora, N.Y., and an attorney. She has 
served as a member of the Texas House of Repre
sentatives and was the Democrati< candidare for 
governor of Texas in 1972. 

The former p()lilician is scheduled to speak 
four times, all in the Leaming ResouJce Center's 
Teaching Auditorium, L-13 L Her fust topic. Vio
lence in Our Society, is from 9:30 to 10:SO a.m. 
and will be followed with her second topic, Heallll 
Care Issue: Whore We Are Today at 12:30 to 1:50 
p.m. 

She will speak again from 2 to 3:20 p.m. on 
violence in our society, but she will focus on#Je 
organizations and people in the helping fields, 
such as the police. At the 7:15 p.m. session, Fa· 
rentbold will again talk about violence. 

Farenthold's visit to the COM campus is 
~ by the Community Forum, Continuing 
Education, Social Sciences and the Student Aclivi• 
lieslloaro. 

The public is invited and encouraged to attend 
the day-long activities. 

For more infonnation contact Maryann Urick, 
SAB sponsor and COM Recreational Programs <'Ir 
ordinator, at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-39'11 , 
Exts. '118 or 422. 

Houston artist's drawings displayed in COM Art Gallery 
By BILLY KIMBROUGH 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Fine Arts Gallery is 
displaying Rendered Alive, the works of Pam Johnson 
through OcL 13 as the first show of the fall semester. 

Houston artist Johnson, who docs large scale draw
ings of nonfunctional fonns, held a discussion of her 
works during the exhibit's opening Sept 14. 

Using charcoal and graphite Johnson builds the sur
face of her drawings with layers of marks that look, as 
she explained in her talk for the opening, "like geologi
cal strata." 

During the opening, which was followed by a recep
tion, Johnson took the audience from one work to anoth
er _describing the art and how she drew it and gave its 
meaning. 

Unless you attended the gallery discussion, you may 
find Johnson's work intimidating. If you just look. at the 
drawings without her explanation, what exactly they de
pict is unclear. However, during her discussion the artist 
simplified the meaning. As.she explained what a drawing 
represented, it became recognizable. 

In answer to questions from the audience she said 
the fonns in her drawings give lh.e impression of float
ing in non-gravity space. The drawings actually exude 
movement 

"Since drawing is about light. and the forms are not 
what you sec every day, light comes from where I want 
it," Johnson said. 

She said she loves the richnes__§_ of black and white 
and what they can do, but she is gradually adding color 
to her work. 

She attended the Museum of Fine Arts School of 
Art, Houston, and earned a bachelor of fine arts degree .at 

Sam Houston State University, Huntsville, in 1973. 

Johnson has had solo shows at the CJ. Jung Cen
ter, the W.A. Graham Gallery and the Museum of Fine 
Arts, School Art Scholarship Show, all of Houston. 

The artist was included in the 1993 New American 
Talent at Laguna Gloria in Austin. 

iT 
w 

COM Art Gallery hours arc 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays, and 9 a.m. to I p.m. Thurs
days. 

For other times available by appoinunent call Mona 
Marshall, art gallery directo,, at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext. 354. 

Houston artist Pa~ Johnson, center, discusses her drawings with COM student Maria Prestigomo, left, and COM 
Art Gallery Director Mona Marshall, Johnson's exhibit opened Sept. 14 and may be viewed through Oct. 13: 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; and Thursdays 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. (Photo by Brady Mahaney) 
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Features/News 

Norma Morton, lert, collects tickets from Fred and 
Sherry Zimmerman for COM's production of DaYid's 
Mother which closed Oct. 2. Morton volunteers at the 
COM theater as a member of RSVP. Fred Zimmerman 
lS a teacher at TCISD Alternative Learning Center. 

(Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

Active retired people 
volunteering at COM 
By DORIS McCOLLUM 
Staff Reporter 

Among the many active organizations at College of 
the Mainland is the Retired Senior Volunteer Program. 
RSVP is a state and federally funded program that has 
the potential of helping everybody, not just older adults. 

At COM, RSVP volunteers may be found serving 
at the Infonnation Desk in the Administration Building, 
in the RSVP office, helping with college mailouts or tu
toring visually handicapped students. 

The local director, Lois Holden, and her administra
tive assistant, Olda Perez, act as liaisons belween agen
cies and community organizations which need assistance 
and the senior volunteers who arc willing to use some of 
their spare time to fill Lhese needs. 

RSVP was developed because of the reality of to
day's prolonged lifespans. The program places older citi
z.ens, 60 and above, who have a wealth of varied experi
ences as well as free time, in positions of need in their 
areas of expertise. 

Organization members have been instrumental in 
meeting the needs of communities ,throughout the United 
States as tutors, receptionists, telephone contacts, travel 
consultants, day care workers, docents, guides, mailout 
helpers, thrift shop managers, salespeople and many oth
er jobs. 

To quaJify as an RSVP volunteer, P¥ticipams must 
be at least 60 years old, have a few free hours per week, 
enjoy the col11pany of olhers, have interests and skills to 
share a1:; well as wanting to make a difference in the lives 
of others which in tum will enhance the quality of their 
own lives. 

To become an RSVP member or for more informa
tion, comact Holden or Perez at (409) 938-1211 or (409) 
280-3991, Ext 372. 

SAB plans full schedule of events 
By LIZ CADDELL 
Staff Reporter 

As the fall semester gets underway at College of the 
Mainland, the Student Activities Board has a five-star 
lineup of events for October and November. 

Voted 1994 Campus Entertainer of the year by the 
National Association for Campus Activities, Craig 
Karges, will perfonn in the Leaming Resource Center 
Auditorium Oct. 10 at 7:30 p.m. 

The SAB will host a multi-culturaJ luncheon in the" 
Student Center Sun Room Oct. 11 at 12:30 p.m. Bring 
a-dish from your native culture and enjoy the culinary de
lights of olhers. 

The annual blood drive takes place Oct.18 and 19 
beginning at 8 a.m. and concluding at 3:30 p.m. both 
days. The SAB will give free T-shirts to"all who donate. 

Alvin College will host the Gulf Coast Interco11e
giate Conference Sports Day Oct. 20. Spons Day will 
last alf day and those who wish to participale must sign 
up before Oct.19. 

To highlight Alcohol and Drug Awareness Week, 
Oct. 23-29, Fun Flicks day on campus is scheduled for 
Oct 27 in the Student Center. 

The SAB, in conjunction with Continuing Educa
tion and the Office of Multi-Cultural Affairs, will spon
sor !his event held 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

1be deadline to register for fun flicks was Oct. 3. 
Kramer Entertainment Agency will be on hand for 

anyone who wishes to make a totally interactive video to 
keep. Four Oscars will be presented for several catagories 
at a laLer date. Groups are encouraged to make videos and 
student volunteers will be nee.ded. Contact Charles Bud
denhagen, new director of Continuing Education, at 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 517. 

In addition, Kathie Rickman, a clinical nurse spe
cialist from the Health Science Center is tentatively 

scheduled as guest speaker on alcohol and drug abuse 
Oct. 27 in the Student Center from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. 

The 1972 democratic candidate for Texas governor, 

Sissy Farenthold, will speak at COM Oct.19. 
Liule Big League is the first of two free movies 

scheduled by the SAB. It will screen Oct. 21 and 22 at 7 
each night in the LRC Auditorium. 

An evening of excitement has been planned for Oct 
28 when the SAB will sponsor a Costume Party/Dance 
at the Tremont House in Galveston. The Topgallant 
Ballroom has been reserved for this event and an open 
bar will be available. 

The November line-up of SAB events begins with 
GCIC Bowling Sports Day on Nov. 9 at 10:30 a.m. 

On Nov. 10 the SAB will present an open meeting 
with Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student 
Development, and Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of College 
and Financial Services, in RQOm A-127 of the Adminis
tration Building at 12:30 p.m. Student issues and con
cerns will be discussed. This will be the second forum of 
the semester. The first was Sept. 29. 

A trip back in time to the Renaissance Festival in 
Plantersville is planned for Nov. 12 from 8 a.m. until 7 
p.m. Ticket prices, which include transportation from 
COM and back, arc adults $18: ages 5 to 12, $12: and 
children under 5, $6. 

Ticket1:; for the festival, ·not including transportation, 
may also be purchased in the gym. Adults arc $11, and 
youth $7. 

Tickets that include transportation will be on a first
come, fust-served basis. 

Al Garza American Karate Club will present a Self
Defense Demonstration and Workshop Nov. 13 in the 
Student Center at 12:30 p.m. 

For infonnation on these or any events sponsored 
by the SAB, contact SAB sponsor and Recreational Pro
grams Coordinator Maryann Urick at ( 409) 938- 1211 or 
(713) 280-3991, Exts. 417 or 418. 

Memory expert improves recall skills 
By DORIS McCOLLUM 
Starr Reporter 

College of the Mainland students, faculty and friends 
had the opporlunity to improve memory skills Sept. 12 
in the Learning Resource Center Teaching Auditorium, 
L-131, when David Lallier conducted the "Don't Forget" 
Memory Workshop. 

Lallier starled off the evening by stating that he 
would teach the audience how to memorize a deck of 
cards, learn lists of infonnation and help each listener to 
remember names more readily, 

"Since repetitive learning is a boring, slow process 
and basically ineffective, it is advantageous to develop a 
change of procedure for memorization," Lallier ex
plained. 

With this introduction the memory expert encour
aged the audience to use visualization, exaggeration and 
association to aid in the memorization process. He as
serted that the mind thinks in pictures. The more vivid 
these pictures are, the more concretely the brain is able 
to store new pieces of infonnation. • 

One memorization method used by Lallier is the 
mnemonic alphabet. This was devised by Houston phy
sician, Robin Tyre, but refined by Lallier. Each Jen.er of 
the alphabet, except the vowels, are assiined numerical 

· value. 
For example, letters such as "d" and "t" are given 

the value of one since these letters have the same basic 
sound and because they look like the long stick configu
ration of that numeral. 

To prove his point after teaching the audience !his 
method, Lallier named nine cards from a deck of playing 
cards. He asked four people to identify the cards he had 

' 

• 

not named. By using the procedure they had just learned, 
the four successfully completed this exercise to a sponta
neous burst of applause from the audience. 

"Inability to properly file and organize information 
is a problem that needs visualization and association so 
we can establish a system of memory hooks," Lallier 
said. His suggested list of words which can function as 
memory hooks arc included in the handbook provided by 
the speaker. The new information is "hung" on the 
hooks in the brain, ready for instant retrieval. 

Finally, Lallier emphasized the importance of mem
orizing names. He stated · that a person's name is his 
most cherished asset In order to make an impression on 
one's colleagues, teachers and business or social con
tacts, it is vital to remember names. This can be accom
plished through paying close attention to the person be
fog introduced, by repeating his name or spelling it 
aloud as he is inttoduccd. 

To illustrate his technique, Lallier told audience 
members to change their names from masculine to femi
nine or vice versa. Lallier pointed out how much more 
each person conce.ntrated on his new name in order to re
member it. This supports his theory that we should pay 
closer attention when we are introduced to new people. 

At the conclusion of the workshop, Lallier reminded 
the audience that memorizing a deck of cards is not too 
difficult. Also eye contact, listeniri'g to names, repeating 
or spelling names when intrOO.uced can aid memory. He 
emphasized lists can be remembered if categorized and ar
range.d in such a way that retrieval is easy. 

For more infonnation about this method of memori
zation contact: David Lallier, B.B.A., M.B.A; at 1000 
Bay Area Blvd., Suite 205; Houston, Texas 77058. 

,. 

Domestic violence deadly threat 
By A~V J, ~ AFT York University law professor, explains that wifc-
Managmg Editor beating was once condoned in an 1824 Mississippi Su

Editor's note: This is lheftrst of a three-part series deal
ing with domestic violence. 

The murder of Nicole Brown Simpson has brought 
to light a terrible secret many women harbor -- domestic 
violence. Like with many high-profile domestic violence 
cases, Americans become outraged that such a problem 
exists in the United States, demand that something be 
done to protect abused women but later lose interest 
when a new scandal sW'faces. 

Although the outpouring of public concern has in
creased the number of crisis centers and hotlines for 
abused women, the problem of domestic violence still 
remains. In 1992 the U.S. Surgeon General cited domes
tic violence as the leading cause of injury to women aged 
15 to 44. 

The problem of domestic violence is still far more 
common than once believed. According to the article, 
"Patterns of Abuse" in the July 4 issue of Newsweek, on 
the average one woman is beaten every 16 seconds by 
her husband, ex-husband or boyfriend. Also according to 
Newsweek, although either partner of a relationship is 
just as likely to start a fight, women are victimized by 
their partner 11 times more often than men. 

Despite the prevelance of domestic violence, it is 
difficult to define clearly. Many view domestic violence 
as a family matter. For this reason many people over
look victims of domestic violence unless physical effects 
such as the woman's face being swollen and bruised, arc 
apparent Also according to ''Patterns of Abuse," Ameri
cans still cling to the old cliche, "a man's home is his 
castle" and what happens inside should stay there. 

State laws also are barriers for combating domestic 
violence. In many states, a man who assaults a stranger 
is guilty of a felony, but if he assaults his wife, he is 
guilty of only a misdemeanor. 

In "Patterns of Abuse" Holly Maguigan, a New 

preme Court decision. The decision, first cited as the 
Rule of Thumb in English common law, allowed a man 
to punish his wife physically with a stick no wider than 
his thumb. 

Professor Maguigan is quoted as saying, "We're not 
very far removed from a time when the criminal-justice 
system saw its task as setting limits on the amount of 
force a man could use, instead of saying that using force 
against your wife is a crime." 

According to "Patterns of Abuse," victims only call 
police to stop the violence at that moment nm because 
they want to prosecute the abuser. 

In the article, "He's Going to Kill Me," in the Sep
tember isssue of Glamour, Bob Schwartz, the Albu
querque district attorney, explains that usually after a vic
tim drops the charges, "the police are back out at her 
house the next day, the next month or we'd be at her fu
ncr:aL" The main reason for reoccurring abuse or escalat
ed violence is a result of the abuser's feeling that he is 
above the law, Schwartz explains. 

Even if a woman decides to leave an abusive rela
tionship, she still is in danger. In "Patterns of Abuse," 
Margret Byrne, director of the Illinois Clemancy Project 
for Battered Women, explains that the woman's leaving 
sends signals to the abuser that he is no longer in con
trol of the relationship. The abuser lhen escalates the vi
olence to the point where he threatens to hunt down his 
wife and kill her. Byrne is quoted as saying, "It's a ma1e 
sense of entitlement -- 'If I can't have her, no one can."' 

Despite the grim reality of domestic abuse, help is 
available. The best way to combat domestic violence is 
to recognize those at risk of being abused or becoming 
abusers and to provide help for the victims. 

The second part of this three-part series to be published 
in the November issue of InterCOM will deal wilh lhe 
characteristics of abusers, who is most likely to be 
abused and the cycles of abuse. 
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Sissy Farenthold 
to address violence 

By DORIS McCOLLUM 
Starr ·Reporter 

Frances Tarleton Farendtold, who is cwrently 
serving as Distinguished Visiting Professor at 
Texas Southern University's Thurgood Marshall 
School of Law, has been invited to College of the 
Mainland as Special Speaker of the Day OeL 19. 

Farcnthold, also known by her nicknime 
Sissy, is the first woman president of Wells CoJ. 
lege in Aurora, N.Y., and an attorney. She has 
served as a member of the Texas House of Repre
sentatives and was the Democrati< candidare for 
governor of Texas in 1972. 

The former p()lilician is scheduled to speak 
four times, all in the Leaming ResouJce Center's 
Teaching Auditorium, L-13 L Her fust topic. Vio
lence in Our Society, is from 9:30 to 10:SO a.m. 
and will be followed with her second topic, Heallll 
Care Issue: Whore We Are Today at 12:30 to 1:50 
p.m. 

She will speak again from 2 to 3:20 p.m. on 
violence in our society, but she will focus on#Je 
organizations and people in the helping fields, 
such as the police. At the 7:15 p.m. session, Fa· 
rentbold will again talk about violence. 

Farenthold's visit to the COM campus is 
~ by the Community Forum, Continuing 
Education, Social Sciences and the Student Aclivi• 
lieslloaro. 

The public is invited and encouraged to attend 
the day-long activities. 

For more infonnation contact Maryann Urick, 
SAB sponsor and COM Recreational Programs <'Ir 
ordinator, at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-39'11 , 
Exts. '118 or 422. 

Houston artist's drawings displayed in COM Art Gallery 
By BILLY KIMBROUGH 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Fine Arts Gallery is 
displaying Rendered Alive, the works of Pam Johnson 
through OcL 13 as the first show of the fall semester. 

Houston artist Johnson, who docs large scale draw
ings of nonfunctional fonns, held a discussion of her 
works during the exhibit's opening Sept 14. 

Using charcoal and graphite Johnson builds the sur
face of her drawings with layers of marks that look, as 
she explained in her talk for the opening, "like geologi
cal strata." 

During the opening, which was followed by a recep
tion, Johnson took the audience from one work to anoth
er _describing the art and how she drew it and gave its 
meaning. 

Unless you attended the gallery discussion, you may 
find Johnson's work intimidating. If you just look. at the 
drawings without her explanation, what exactly they de
pict is unclear. However, during her discussion the artist 
simplified the meaning. As.she explained what a drawing 
represented, it became recognizable. 

In answer to questions from the audience she said 
the fonns in her drawings give lh.e impression of float
ing in non-gravity space. The drawings actually exude 
movement 

"Since drawing is about light. and the forms are not 
what you sec every day, light comes from where I want 
it," Johnson said. 

She said she loves the richnes__§_ of black and white 
and what they can do, but she is gradually adding color 
to her work. 

She attended the Museum of Fine Arts School of 
Art, Houston, and earned a bachelor of fine arts degree .at 

Sam Houston State University, Huntsville, in 1973. 

Johnson has had solo shows at the CJ. Jung Cen
ter, the W.A. Graham Gallery and the Museum of Fine 
Arts, School Art Scholarship Show, all of Houston. 

The artist was included in the 1993 New American 
Talent at Laguna Gloria in Austin. 

iT 
w 

COM Art Gallery hours arc 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays, and 9 a.m. to I p.m. Thurs
days. 

For other times available by appoinunent call Mona 
Marshall, art gallery directo,, at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext. 354. 

Houston artist Pa~ Johnson, center, discusses her drawings with COM student Maria Prestigomo, left, and COM 
Art Gallery Director Mona Marshall, Johnson's exhibit opened Sept. 14 and may be viewed through Oct. 13: 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; and Thursdays 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. (Photo by Brady Mahaney) 
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Baseball cards casualty of strike 

After one of the most promising baseball seasons 
thus far, Baseball's E:,;;ecutive Council Chairman and act
ing Baseball Comissioner Bud Selig announced Sept 14 
that the 1994 baseball season wa,; officially-over. The 
strike ~hich began Aug. 12 was the result of unsettled 
labor disputes between ball players and dub owners. 

It will be the first time in 90 years that the World 
Series will not be played. The only other year the World 
Series was canceled was in 1904, only one year after the 
World Series began. The reason for the 1904 cancellation 
is that, basically, lhc two league..,;; could not gel along. 

Sure, fans are disappointed and maybe even angry 
that a bunch of pampered baseball players would rather 
sit in the lap of luxlll)' than bust their kcistcrs for the 
die-hard fans. But life goos on beyond baseball for sports 
fans with the beginning of football season and the up
coming ba~etball season, or does it? 

Many sports fans who now arc distracted by the 
sight of clashing helmets on the 40-yard line may not re
alize the serious repercussions of the baseball season be
ing cut short--mainly, a year of unfinished statistics. 

Baseball is without a doubt unlike other team 
SJX!rlS. Success for baseball clubs rests solely on the 
shoulders of individual players. For example, football 
players work together as defensive or offensive teams. 
The defense works together to prevent the opposing team 
from scoring, while the offense works together lO score 
against the opposing team. 

Baseball players, however, depend upon an individu
al's performance. When you're down by two runs with 
the bases loaded and it's the bottom of the ninth with 
two outs, you want a guy who can slam the ball out of 
the park. You never see a guy run the bases while his 
team members chase after infielders trying to make them 
drop the ball because-that is not how baseball is played. 

Because baseball emphasi:r.es individual pcrfonnancc, 
stats on each player arc important. With staLs, baseball 
cards appear. Everyone has seen at least one baseball card 
in his life. The cards include staLs on performance, such 
as batting averages or RBIs and even on the personal 

lives of each player, such his wife's name or the names 
of his children. 

I recently had the pleasure of being dragged by my 
boyfriend to area card shops in search of Upper Dede's 
Series One Central Division cards. Two weeks·ago I 
didn't even know that there were such things as Series 
One and Series Two cards, or that there was a difference 
between hobby boxes or retail boxes of cards. But even 
now with my new-found knowledge, I'm still a novice in 
the area of baseball cards. 

The majority of the time I spent in each card shop, I 
sat staring in boredom at the ceiling, smelling the odor 
of decaying paper. Afler my boyfriend successfully com
pleted his mission of finding and obtaining his precious 
cards we returned home. 

As he sat on the floor gleefully opening his mylar
wrapped tteasures, he occasionally would stumble upon 
an exceptional treasure such as Michael Jordan's rookie 
card. He would proudly hold up the card in iis pristine 
slate without nicks or turned up edges. Only then, as I 
watched his eyes glisten as he told me the card's worth, 
did I fully understand the diligent.. patient, careful search
es. Those little pieces of cardboard with their tidbiLs of 
information are worth money! I'm not talking $1 or $2; 
rm talking $55 to $100 per card. 

Now wilh the season over before its time, what is 
going to happen lo baseball cards? 

What alx>ut San Diego Padre outfielder Tony 
Gwynn who was threatening to reach .400? No player 
ha,; hit .400 since Ted Williams of the Boston Red Sox 
in 1941 with .406. At the cancellation of the season 
Gwynn was batting .394. 

What is going to happen to the stats of Houston 
Asuo Jeff Bagwell who led the majors with 116 RBIs 
and was batting .368 and had 39 homers placing him 
second in the National League? 

How about San Fransico Giants third baseman Matt 
Williams who hit 43 homers to win his first home run 
title? All he needed was 19 homers in his last47 games 
to break New York Yankee Roger Maris' record of 61 set 
in 1961. 

I'll tell you; the 1994 season will be remembered as 
a season of couJd~have-beens or, maybe more correctly, 
should-have-beens. 

WhO knows how baseball card collectors will fare, 
or what the worth of the cards from an unfinished season 
will be? One thing's for certain, I'll remember the 1994 
baseball season as the year I discovered baseball cards. 

COM classes can help with keeping fit 
By AMY J. TAFT 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland offers a wide range of tour -
n:amcnts and non-credit classes for both athletes and ath~ 
letic hopefuls. 

For thore who feel right at home on the racquetball 
court, COM's weeknight racquetball tournaments may be 
just the right activity. The tournaments will be held Oct. 
25 and 26 from 6 to 10 p.m. in the COM gym and the 
Lowry Physical Filness Center in Texas City. Men's and 
women's categories for levels B, C and novice are eligi~ 
hie for the tournament. Trophies will be awarded for 
first, second and third place winners and all participants 
will receive a T-shirt. The cost is $13 per person and the 
sign-up deadline is Oct 19. 

Looking· for a way to relieve the stress of everyday 
life? Through the an of yoga, you can learn the tech
niques of relaxation as well as gain a better sense of self. 
The six-week class begins Oct. 24 and meets Mondays 
and Wednesdays from 3:45 to 5 p.m. The class costs $42 
for residents and $47 for non-residents. Bring a mat, tow
el or blanket in order to sit comfortably on the floor. 

Trying to slim down before the holiday season hits? 

• 

Try a free introduction to water e:X.ercise Oct. 31 in the 
COM pool from 5:45 to 6:30 p.m. If you wish to con
tinue water exercise, COM offers a seven week non
credit class beginning OcL 31. The clas.i; meets Mondays 
and Wednesdays from 5:45 until 6:30 p.m. Cost is $44 
for residents and $49 for non-residents. Be sure to bring 
your towel. 

Looking for a way to step up your cardiovascular 
endurance? Enroll in COM's aerobics class. The instruc
tor alternates between aerobic dance and step aerobics to 
improve cardiovascular endurance. The next class begins 
Nov. 1, lasts six weeks and meeti; Tuesdays and Thurs
days from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. The cost is $40 for rcsi

. dents and $44 for non-residents. 
If you're looking for a way to tone up before those 

holiday pies hit the thighs, enroll in COM's floor exer
cise class. You will learn a variety of floor and standing 
exercises to tone those stubborn spots in the six-week 
class. The next class begins Nov. I. Class dates are 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 5:15 to 6:15 p.m. Cost is 
$40 for residenLs and $44 for non-residents. 

For more information about any of the courses or 
activities COM has to offer call (409) 938-121 I or (713) 
280-3991, Ext 417. 
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Dr. Vanneise Collins, COM Office of Equal Educational 
Opportunity, smiles after just finishing the 10K (6.2 
miles) United Negro CoUege Fund walk-a-thon in two 
hours SepL 17. In addition to Dr. Collins, the following 
COM staff and faculty members walked: Edna 
Courville, David Geller, Tillie Henson, Michael Judge, 
Beverly Mitchell, Dr .Alexander Pratt, Syreeta Stewaf'4 
Lola Thompson and Martba Woolrid1<. 

COM folks participate 
in UNCF walk-a-thon 
By LIZ CADDELL 
Staff Reporter 

Walk a Mile to Save a Mind was the focus of the 
annual United Negro College Fund walk-a-thon held 
Sept. 17 in downtown Houston. 

College of the Mainland faculty and staff who par
ticipated in the event as walkers included Dr. V anneise 
Collins, Edna Courville, David Geller, Tillie Henson, 
Michael Judge. Beverly Mitchell, Dr. Alexander Pratt, 
Syreela Stewart, Lola Thompson and Martha Woolridge. 

Finishing the walk in just a little under two hours 
Dr. Collins said "Although I was ready for the walk, 6.2 
miles was nothing to sneeze at". 

Olympic Gold Medalist Carl Lewis was the hono
rary chairman of the IOK (6.2 miles) event that kicked 
off at Sam Houston ·Park unde.r bright sunny skies early 
Saturday morning. · 

According to information published by UNCF, 
funds raised through the walk-a-thon will enable UNCF 
to assist 41 historically black co11eges and universities 
provide low-cost education to 50,000 ITlcn and women. 
Students who attend these private, fully accredited insti
tutions come from all SO states and 62 foreign countires. 

The goal for this year's walk-a-thon was to raise 
S250,000, well exceeding the 1993 goal of $168,000. 
Final results of contributions will be tabulated later in 
October after all pledges have het!p received following 
the Oct. 14 dealine, Dr. Collins said. 

The festive air of the walk-a-thon continued with an 
after-walk party. Refreshments and entertainment were 
subsidized by Bell Telephone, Enron and Ranger Insu
rance among many other supporters of UNCF. / 

Television personality Bob Nicholas from Channel 
2 News was the official master of ceremonies. 
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Smoking restricted to-12 areas at COM 
BY BRADY MAHANEY 
Assistant Edito:r 

Those of you who enjoy a cigarette break between 
classes, or those of you who are partial lO breathing 
smoke-free air, need to be aware of the rules concerning 
smoking at College of the Mainland. 

Smoking is only allowed in 12 designated areas on 
COMs main campus. and smoking while walking be
tween buildings is strictly prohibited. 

Originally COM was to become a smoke-free· cam
pus Jan. I, as the result of an April 1993 Board of Trus
tees decision. With significant opposition from students 
and other groups, the Board reevaluated iLs position and 
in the Dec. 2, 1993, meeting allowed for 12 designated 
smoking areas 

The Board's intent, with first the ban on smoking 
and then the amended ban, is to minimize the amount of 
litter on campus as well as provide a healthy and com
fortable learning environment for all students, according 
lO a March article in lnterCOM. 

The new policy's effectiveness and fairness have 
been the topic of many heated discussions all over cam
pus this semester. 

"I'm just really glad that they have a smoking area 
and didn't do away with it (smoking)," said Cindy Jor
dan, Adult Basic Education program assistant. Other peo
ple are more critical of the new policy. 

"I don't think it's right," said COM student Diana 
Strain. "And 1 think that if they were going to ban 
(smoking), they would have to provide the programs to 
(help smokers) do it (quit)." 

In addition to the 12 smoking areas on the main 
campus, a smoking area also is available by the cosmo
tology building in Appomattox Square located across 
Amburn Road from the main entrance to COM. 

Because the smoking policy prohibits smoking 
close to building entrances and exits, COM student and 
smoker Kenny Mclacon said "I think they should allow 
us to smoke outside all the exits." 

One area on campus that is not a designated area, 
but is a popular spot for smoker is located at the south
west entrance to the Technica)Nocational Building. 

This area has gained special attention because it 
only is separated from COM's Child Care Laboratory 
playground by a small wooden fence. Since this is not a 
designated smoking area, ashtrays have not teen provid
ed. As a consequenc:e, cigarette butts and second-hand 
smoke are seen as a threat to the children, who because 
this area is fenced in, do not have the freedom to move 
elsewhere. 

"This is-not what we want to teach young children," 
said Dr. Katie Best But1er, Child Care Laboratory coor
dinator. 

Since COM is located close to the Texas City fefin
eries, some people point out that the pollution from 
Texas City is far worse than second-hand smoke. "I don't 
think that smoking is doing an}' more harm than the 
pollution around us," said COM student Kim Martin. 

Another major reason for having designated smok
ing areas is to prevent the accumulation of cigarette 
butt~ all over the COM campus. 

COM student Billy Plant said, "If they (would) put 
more ashtrays around, people would use them." 

The besr furnished designated smoking area is on the 
second floor of lhe Leaming Resource Center. This area 
is complete with overhead cover, three ashtrays, plenty 
of room to sit, elevator access and two water founlains. 

Campus police have yet to begin ticketing people 
for violating the new rules. Instead they are continuing a 
policy of telling smokers where they may smoke, said 
Sherry Jolly, COM campus police secretary. 
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Get politically aware; 
your vote does count 

Local, slate and national elections will be held 
Nov. 8, and I would like to urge you to register 
and to vote. 

If you are not a registered voter and are eligi
ble to register, please do so. You are eligible if 
you are a U.S. citizen, 18 years or ofder, and are a 
resident of the county and state for 30 days prior to 
the election. 

To be able to vote you must be registered 30 
day.s prior to election day. Voter registration awli
cations can be picked up at most county buildings, 
such as librariesi courthouses and city credit Wl

ions. Elections are a little more than a month 
away, so go register now. 

If you are one of those people who feel that 
your vote doesn't count, trust me you're wrong. In 
recent years the turnout for local elections has de~ 
clincd dramatically. In non-presidential elections, 
voter turnout has been the lowest. During these· 
"off' elections your vote counts motJ; because a 
popular vote decides the outcome. In presidential 
elections your vote goes through *\he Electoral• 
College and therefore is not a direct vote. Your 
vote also counts more in off years because fewer 
people vote in those elections. 

If you feel our area has nothing to offer the 
rest of the country, stOI! and think about the ac
complishments of some of our local politicians 
such as deceased Texa.s City Mayor Emmett F. 
Lowry, slate Rep. Mike Martin, and U.S. Sen. 
Kay Bailey Hutchi.soo. These people have and are 
shaping our political lives. 

Now that I have convinced you to vote, please 
don't walk into the polling station without first 
finding out about the people who are running in 
the elections. 

In today's world of mass media ·ao.d CNN's 
continuous news coverage, it's easier than ever to 
find out who the candidates are and their qualifica
tions. The League of Women Voters publishes a 
vote.r's guide before every election. Also newspa
pers, such as The Houston Post and the Houston 
Chronicle profile candidaies oo the editorial pages. 

If you have the time and are looking for a club 
or oganization to join, political parties develop a 
special kind of closeness and are a great way to get 
involved in the community. 

Vote in every election you can. Educate your
self so your opinion is backed by fact. Seek toed
ucate others. 

Club Amigos promotes Hispanic culture at COM 
By DAWN LAURSEN 
Starr Reporter 

Hispanic people have played a significant role in the 
making of Texas and the United States. How well do 
you know your history? Remember the Treaty of Guade
Iupe Hildalgo signed in I 848 when Mexico relinquished 
all rights to Texas? 

How about the Gadsden Plirchase of 1853, when the 
United States purchased from Mexico what is now Ari
zona, New Mexico, Nevada. Utah, and parts of Wyo
ming, Colorado and California? 

. Are you interested in making friends here at College 

of the Mainland? Are you interested in the Hispanic cul
ture? Then Club Amigos, open to all, is for you. 

History professor, Dr. Manuel Urbina, started the 
club at COM 22 years ago, and in an effort to promote 
the Hispanic culture, also initiated at C!OM the Cinco 
De Mayo festivities, which tclebrate Mexican indepen
dence on May 5. Dr. Urbina, Museum of the History of 
Mexico founder-curator, shares the club's sponsorship 
with Micheal Ramirez an EMS COM faculty member. 

COM student Sergio Renovato-Vasquez is the Ami
gos chairman. Vasquez is encouraging, not only people 
with Hispanic background, but also people of all races to 
join the club. 

' 

• 

To draw members, the club offered a free luncheon 
at Bonito's Restaurant in La Marque Sept 22. Eighteen 
people came to get aquainted and to brainstorm ideas for 
activities and to discuss future goals such as a dance 

One goal is to promote knowledge of Hispanic cul
ture, and anothef is to increase advertising of activities at 
COM and in the community . . 

The Amigos meet every other Tuesday or Thursday 
12:30 to 1:30 p.m. in the Leaming Resource Center, 
Room L-113. 

For information call Ramirez at (409) 938-1211 or 
(713) 280-3991, Ext. 461, or after 4 p.m. call Dr. Urbi
na at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 307. 
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Editorials/News 
Welcome Back Kickoff features band 
By L. JOSEPH SHOSTY Ill 
Staff Reporter 

In front of a crowd of sun-baked College of the 
Mainland students, the Ben Wills Band opened the Wel
come Back Kickoff and Club Day Tuesday, Sept 23. 

Severa] people in the crowd swaye.d and danced as 
guitarist/vocalist Bert Wills, bassist/vocalist Benny 
Brasket, saxophonist Paul "Ear" Teichman, and COM's 
own drum instructor and drummer Bob Adams. The band 
ripped, rocked, sashayed and boogied Lhrough several 
1940s hits as Well a,;; a few singles from their forthcom-
ing album. • 

Those watchinl'thc show helped themselves to free 
soft drinks and club niers at the concession stand. 

While lhe band took a break COM President Larry 

COM student Omid Laridjani kicks around a soccer 
ball during the Welcome Back Kickoff held Sept. 13 
during College Hour. Laridjani is a member of·the 
COM Soccer Club. (Photo by Brady Mahaney) 
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L. Stanley took the stage 10 formally welcome both 
first-year student,; and returning students. In his speech 
President Stanley outhned a coming event that will al
low students to effectively voice their opinions of what 
is good and what is bad about the college in an attempt 
to make it more student-friendly. He asked .SO studenl'i 10 

come forward and sign up for a relreat Oct. 21 at which 
they will discuss what is working and what could be 
done differently. Students who wish to attend will be ex
cuse.d from their classes, he said. 

After being introduced by the president, new Student 
Activities Board President David Pyawasay spoke briefly 
about SAB activities set for the fall semester. Then Pya
wasay introduced represenlatives of the various campus 
clubs such as· the new Student Government. Though not 
all clubs were represented, Pyawasay mentioned them. 

The Ben Wills Band then took the stage for a final 
time, playing approximately four more nt.lmbccs before 
closing the show. 

Each of the clubs at COM is interested in new 
members. For more infonnation about specific clubs 
contact the following club sponsors at (409) 938-1211 
or (713) 280-3991 at their respective extensions: Mar
yann Urick, SAB and the Outdoor Club, Ext 418; and 
James Shippy, Student Government, Ext. 297. 

Other sponsors and clubs include: Michael Ramirez, 
COM Amigos, Ext. 461; Betty Polifka, COM Arts As
sociation, Ext. 349; COM Men's and Women's Soccer 
Club, Exl. 418; and James _Heffcl, COM Vocal Senate 
and Studio Singers, Ext. 200. 

Also named: Bob Young, Environmental Commit
tee, Ext. 306; Astrid H. Lowery, the student newspaix;r 
InterCOM, Ex.l. 314; Sparky Koerner, InsbUmental Mu
sicians Guild and the Jazz Ensemble, Ext. 347; Brenda 
Brown, Literature Oub, Ext. 315; and Reggie Schwantl
er or Jack Westin, Mainland Community Theatre, Exts. 
350 or 221. 

And finally: Anthony Hawkins, Organization of 
African American Culture, Ext. 399; "Out Of The Grey" 
Christian Club, Ext. 418; Kathye Bergin and Leslie 
Richardson, Phi Theta Kappa, Exts. 223 and i29; Roy 
Lukash, Softball Club, E,;t. 417 and Tom Hawkins or 
Mary Hernandez, Texas Nursing Students Association, 
Exts. 548 or 426. 

Fans of the Ben Wills Band should look for their 
forthcoming albti.m, Mr Politician, due out this year 
from Gold Rhyme Records. 

Oct.18-19 set for blood drive 
Continued from Page 11----------
the center to serve patients in more than 80 hospitals in 
the 16 counties surrounding Houston. Blood is in great 
demand. Slatistics outlined in the blood donor require
ment handbook state that in 1990, every minute 16 peo
ple needed blood. 

In order to donate a person must be between 18 and 
70 years old. Sevente.en-ycar-olds may dOnate with writ
ten parental consent. Additional requirements include: a 
person must weigh at least 110 pounds, and must not 
have a cold, the flu or a sexually transmitted disease. 

The blood center stresses that when a person plans 
to donate blood, he should avoid dairy products, such as 
eggs and milk four hours prior to donation. In addition, a 
person must wait eight weeks between donations. 

The SAB will issue free T-shirts to all who donate. 
For additional information or when <1nd where to 

sign up, contact SAB sponsor Maryann Urick at (409) 
938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Exts. 417 or 418. 

COM, Rotary sponsor class 
A ceramics class for stroke victims and other physi

cally impaired people began Sept. 30 at College of the 
Mainland and will continue through Nov. 18. It meets . 
from 9 lO 11 a.m. on Fridays. 
For more infonnation call Grubb at (409) 938-5483 . 
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Visiting freeway pig 
brin s laughter, joy 

. Becky 

Fuller 

Having a freeway for a front yard, you figure 
you've seen it all, even in the Deep South. One 
day last summer, I opened my door to a young 
man with one of those funny Yankee accents. 

"Do you own a pig?" he asked. 
I knew immediately he wa,;; referring to Wil

bur, my 265 pound red pig. 
"Oh no," 1 groaned. "What has he done now?" 
"Well," said the man, "J pulled over with a 

flat tire, and now I've gal a pig in my earl" 
1 followed the man acros.s the road and spied 

Wilbur's hind end sticking out of the back seat of 
his car. I could hear the shrill voices of children 
hysterical with laughter. 

Wilbur was halfway in the car munching pota
to chips and basking in generous hugs and pats. 
The man's wife was leaning over the from seat 
snapping away with a camera. 

I let the kids enjoy Wilbur until the chips 
were gone and he began rooting for more. I applied 
my poke stick amid cries of, "Can we keep him, 
can We please!" and began herding Wilbur across 
the road. The man followed along. 

"I just want to thank you and Wilbur for 
brightening up our day," he.said. "We flew iru,o. 
Houston yesterday, and I really have not spent 
much time with my family. All we have seen is 
highrises and freeways. When we pulled over the 
kids were crying and my wife and I were arguing. 
This is the first real laughter I have heard today!" 

While we talked, I henled Wilbur through the 
front door. From across the road came fresh gales 
of laughter. 

"I guess I've finally gotten a glimpse of real 
southern li:ving!" said the man. 

With that, he trotted back to his happy family 
and I closed my froot door. 

Smoking in right place 

COM students Joel Sokness~ Candice Tholen and 
Michael Landers chat while smoking outside the 
Math Science Building Sept. 15. They are in one 
or the 12 designated smoking areas. 

(Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

Fall '94 InterCOM staff 

Tbefall '94/nterCOM staff includes front row, from left: Barbara Lewis; Becky Fuller; Amy J. Taft, managing 
editor; and Amy Bergeron. Second row, from left: Liz CaddeU; Doris McCollum; Dawn Laursen; and Brad 
Stevenson. Third row, from left: Billy Kimbrough; Richard Moore and his son Michael ; L. Joseph Shosty Ill; 
Carl Owens, cartoonist; Brady Mahaney, assistant editor. Not pictured Penny Barrera and Bruce Duncan. 

(Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
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Vandalism at COM 
Continued from Page 1-----------
only for parts. . 

Both Gamble and his father, Robert Gamble, who 
had worked at the COM automotive shop as a transmis
sion instructor for 15 years, believe that the incident had 
to have happened sometime during the weekend of Aug. 
11 to Aug. 15. 

Although the Gambles may have their own ideas 
about who vandalized the car, Huerta said that its merely 
speculation. 

"We have to go on the facl'i," he said. "We have no 
witnesses and nothing IO go on." 

Huerta also believes that it could have happened 
anytime during that weekend. However, he claims that 
there is no way to be sure at what exact time it occurred. 

"It could have happened anytime from 10 p.m. on 
Thursday, Aug. 11, all the way to about 7 p.m. on 
Monday, Aug. 15," the officer said. 

Huerta claims that the shop was unlocked most of 
the day on that Friday because morning classes were in 
session. On Saturday and Sunday the doors were locked 
and the only people who had access to the shop were in
structors and campus police. "Unless, however, someone 
left a door unlocked," Huerta pointed out 

Again Monday, the doors were unlocked all day due 
to classes. 

"The car was discovered on the 15th by a student 
who drove the car from the southside to the northside of 
the stall of the auto lab," Huerta said. "Later the instruc
tor saw it and then Mr. Gamble." 

In order to set things right, President Larry L. Stan
ley reportedly offered to have the racist epithet painted 
over. "But Gamble initially refused," Huerta said. "How
ever, Gamble and Stanley are now negotiating the re
painting of the ttunk.." 

Anyone with any information should call Huerta at 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 403. 

COM retreat to focus on con-sensus of concerns 
Continued from Page 1 • 
other studenL-gcarcd interaction is that during the retreat 
no COM employees will be present. 
At the beginning of the retreat, President Stanley will 
introduce an external facilitator who Will oversee the ac
tivity. The president will then set parameters for a junior 
college atmosphere. At the conclusion of the day he will 

Police patrol campus 24 hours 
Continued from Page IL----------
just like anywhere. 

Since 1992 the COM police have handled nwner
ous stalking incidents, several car thefts, some petty 
thefts, weapons violations and one rape. There have been 
no deaths or car jackings. 

Swindell also wants 10 emphasize that anyone on 
campus who has domestic problems involving protective 
orders should notify the campus JX>lice. 

The COM Police Department schedules seminars 
ranging from date rape to domestic violence throughout 
the school year and will escort any individual lO his or 
her car upon request 

COM police also serve as the lost and found depart
ment in the Administration Building, Room 125-B. The 
office is open 365 days a year, 24 hours a day, Swindell 
said 

For any emergency on campus, regardless of the 
time of day, call the campus police at (409) 938-1211 or 
(713) 280-3911, Ext. 599. 

For non-emergencies call Ext. 403. All local after
hour calls should be directed to (409) 938-1240, no ex
tension necessary. However, long distance after-hour 
calls should he directed to (713) ,280-3991, Ext 599. 

/ __ > ~·- <C ___ ~ 
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return. 
Toe college is looking for volunteers to participate 

in the retreat. Volantcers of various ethnic backgrounds, 
ages and gender are needed. The retreat is limited to 50 
students. 

'Iile retreat includes a complimentary continental 
breakfast and lunch. Refreshmenl'i also will be served 

throughout the day. Student,; are asked IO dress casually 
and must be willing to stay the entire day. 

Interested studenl'i should sign up in the president's 
office. Maps to the retreat site will be given _to students 
who sign up. For additional questions or to make an ap
pointment to see President Stanley, call (409) 938-1211 
or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 471 

Student: Smokers should comply with policy 
Continued from Pagelt--------

However, in their Dec. 7, 1993, meeting the Board 
amended the policy according to a plan presented 
by the COM Senate which allowed smokers to 
smoke in 12 designated areas. The purpose of th~ 
designated areas was 10 allow smokers to smoke, 
but at the same time keep their smokC away from 
the flow of traffic. 

Dr. Pope explained that the college 'want~ to 
"strive for voluntary compliance" and that COM 
JX)lice have "resisted the temptation to give people 
tickets." Dr. Pope explained that the COM police 
generally give students who are not complying 
with the policy maps illustrating the designated 
smoking areas. At this time, Dr. Pope said the 
college is hoping for "lhe lowest level of confron
tation." 

Laursen also expressed concerns about the lack 
of close parking spaces for studcnl'i who arrive lat
er in the morning and the improper maintanence of 
potholes in the lots. She also complained about 
vehicles being improperly parked in the lot. She 
suggested parking stickers which would assign 
parking spaces and also aid in the identification of 
drivers who may leave on their vehicle's lights. 

Dr. Pope stated that the idea of reserved park
ing goes against the college's idea of equality. He 

• ' 
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explained that without reserved parking, COM is 
able to maximize the number of parking spaces 
available to everyone. 

In reference to the potholes in the lots. Dr. 
Pope said that the college is planning to have con
crete lot'i. Concrete lots will cut down on potholes 
because concrete is more durable than asphalt. In 
the future the college plans to budget $100.000 a 
year for parking lot renovations. For this year the 
college has budgeted $80,000 and is planning to 
renovate the parking lot near the theater and Park
ing Lot B, as well as the drive which connects the 
two lots. ' 

COM student Don Rittenhouse said that he 
had some difficulty straightening out the mix-up 
with hiS misplaced timesheet a couple weeks ago. 
Because only ooe person handles student paychecks 
and is on campus only from 8:30 a.m. until 12:30 
p.m., the employees al the main cashier window 
were not able to help him. Rit~nhouse suggested 
that all employees who work at the cashier win
dow learn how to handle such situations in order to 
better assist students in the future. 

The next open meeting with Dean Bass and 
Dean Pope will he held Nov. 10 during College 
Hour in the Administration Building in Room A-
127. 
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What's Happening 
COM plans Nov. 12 trip 

, 

to Renaissance Festival 
By L. JOSEPH SHOSTY III 
Starr Reporter 

It's almost that Lime of year again, time for the Ren
aissance FestivaJ. The festivities will take place every 
weekend beginning Oct. 1 and continue through Nov. 13 
in Plantersville, a town north of Houston. 

College of the Mainland is again planning a trip to 
the festival on Saturday, Nov. 12, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. The 
tickets which include transporLation and admission are 
$18 for adults; $12 for children 5-12; and $6 for children 
5 and under, accompanied by an adult. 

The festival, which is celebrating its 20th anniver
sary, promises to be one of the best ever. 

Events this year include entertainment featuring Old 
World musicians and stocy-tellers; arts and crafts, such as 
poUery and other han<hnade fineries; authentic demonstta
Lions ranging from glass-blowing to the ancient art of 
falconry; and a full-contact jousting tourney to add a 
primitive feel. The festival also includes a smorgasbord 
of rare delights, such as chocolate dipped cheesecake 
from the King's Kitchen. 

Those wishing to attend the festival need to contact 
Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs coordinator, at 
(409) 938-121 I or (713) 280-3991, E>L 418 for details. 

COM Counselor Leroy August helps student Ronald Gordon get registered for classes during late registration, 
Tuesday, Aug. 30. Studentswhoregi4iter late face long lines and must pay a $10 late fee. (Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

First step to auto theft prevention: Is your car locked? 
By AMY BERGERON 
Staff Reporter 

One of the most important investments anyone 
makes in life is his car. 

People spend thousands of dollars each year on ste
reo systems, paint jobs, body work, decals and other 
things for their cars. However, according to one shock
ing statistic, one out of five stolen vehicles has been left 
unlocked with the keys in the ignition. The amount of 
time and effort put into making cars more appealing iS 
overwhelming when compared to the time put into the 
actual prevention of those cars being stolen. 

According to Auto Theft Prevenlion: What You Can 
Do About It!. a pamphlet issued by the Houston Police 
Department, preventing auto theft is not difficult. 

First, according to the pamphlet, car doors should 
always be locked and the keys should be with the owner. 
Leaving car doors unlocked and the keys with the car for 

"safe keeping" only makes the job easier for a thief. It's 
recommended that a spare key should not be hidden in or 
on the car itself. Park as close to an open business as 
possible and never leave a car running while unattended. 

To keep cars parked in parking lots or garages safe, 
park only in lots or garages that have good lighting. 
This will deter thieves because they may be spotted 
while breaking into a vehicle in a lighted area. It is best 
to use attended lot.~ and to leave only the ignition key 
with the attcndanL Roll up all the windows completely 
and don't leave valuables in sight to tempt a thief. 

Although it's imponant to follow these guidetines, 
it's equally important to keep in mind that they are not 
foolproof. Many cars are stolen regardless of how hard 
people try to prevent the the fl However, stolen cars are 
more easily identified if they are marked in some way. 
Etching the vehicle's identification number on the win
dow or glass trimming will later .help in identifying a 
stolen car. 

COM Jazz Combo to perform at jazz festival 
By AMY J, TAFT 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland Jazz Combo along 
with other area perfonners will participate in the Ninth 

·Annual Galveston Island J37,z Festival Thursday, Oct. 6, 
through Sunday, Oct. 9, each evening from 5 to 10. 

The Market Square Jazz Band leads off the festival 
Oct. 6 performing their Dixieland-style jazz from 5 to 7 
p.m. at the corner of 22nd and Church streets. 

Under the direction of COM music Professor Sparky 
Koerner, the seven-piece ensemble will perfonn Friday, 
Oct. 7, at 7 p.m. The free concert will take place in 

Saengerfesr Park at the comer of 23rd and Strand streets. 

Advance tickets to the weekend waterfront festival 
site at Pier 21 and Haborside Drive are $8. The price in
cludes admission for both Saturday and Sunday. Tickets 
J)W'Cbased at the gate arc $5 each day. Advance tickets for 
seniors are $6 and include admission for both Saturday 
and Sunday, or $4 at the gate each day. Children under 
12 arc admilled free. 

For more information about the festival or advance 
tickets, call committee members Koerner at (409) 938-
1211 or (713) 28Q'3991, Ext. 347, or Charloue Stewart 
at (409) 763-7080. 

SAB Halloween dance to be held at Tremont in Galveston 
The College of the Mainland Student Activities 

Board is sponsoring a Costume Party/ Dance at the Tre
mont House in Galveston Oct. 28 at 8:30 p.m. 

The dance will be held in the Topgallant Ballroom 
overlooking the Wentletrap Restaurant. Entry to the 
ballroom is through the restaurant, which is located on 
the corner of 23rd and Strand streets. 

Admission is free for employees and students with 
COM IDs. Tickets for all others are $2 in advance and 

• 

be bought in the gym. Tickets will be $4 at the dance. 
A DJ will provide entertainment, and a contest with 

prizes for best costumes will be part of the evening's ac
tivities. 

Free hors d'ocuvres wil1 be served free; however all 
drinks including soft drinks must be purchased. For alco
holic beverages you must show proof of age. 

For more information call SAB sponsor Maryann 
Urick at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, fat. 418. 

, • 

• 

• 

• 

Dropping a business card in the door frame also is a 
good idea because it is underectable and can be used co 
link the car to the owner. It is not a good habit to keep 
the original certificate of the title in the car. If the car is 
stolen, this title can be alrercd easily. If possible. retain 
copies of all vehicle paperwork at home in a safe place. 

If a car is Stolen, the p::,lice should be called imme
dialely. Write down the vehicle's license plate number 
and identification number and keep them in a wallet. If 
the criminal is apprehended, be willing to press charges 
and testify in court Though it takes a little time and ef
fort, it may save someone else from becoming a victim. 

For additional information on auto theft prevention, 
contact the Houston Police Department's Community 
Services Division at (713) 247-8941. 
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COM fall blood drive 
set Oct. 18, 19 in SC Students express complaints 
By LIZ CADDELL 
Staff Reporter 

The Student Activities Board in cooperation with 
the Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center of Houston will 
host the College of the Mainland fall blood drive Oct. 18 
and 19. 

This life-saving event will be held in the Student 
Center Sun Room beginning at 8 a.m. and concluding at 
3:30 p.m. both days. 

SAB SJX)Dsor Maryann Urick said she hopes "this 
blood drive will be as successful as it was in the fall of 
1993 when we received 188 (pints of blood) donations." 

Ac.cording to the blood center, donations will enable 

See Oct.18-19 Page 2 
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. By AMY J. TAFT 
Managlaa Editor 

College of the Main
land held Ill open meetilll! 
Scp1. 29 during College 
Hour to allow -ts 1he 
opponooity to make com• 
menu: or express com
plaints. 

James I!. Shippy, di· 
rector of Student Support 
,lit,r•lcc&-da&<ueel· 
ing along with Dr. Henry 

COM police offer 24-ho.ur security 

COM Pollee Offleer Arbry Clillon, member ol 
the police bike patrol,demonstrates how weU bis 
bicycle m&MUftrs stairfi. 

(Photo by Brady Mahaney) 

I 
By BECKY 'FULLER 
Staff Reporter 

Qi 4} IQ/4\ 

Don't let die Bermuda """'1s fool you. the 
men and women driving aroimd in those lillle golf 
carts are certified police officers. 

Since its inception in 1974. the COM Police 
Depattmen1 has advunced from two security guanJs 
on foot ~ol to nine certified officers, manning 
one pajro'T car, two highly visible golf carts and 
two !()..speed bicycle.s, 

The officers are Matt Clausen, Asbry Cliftoo, 
Vernon Ewell. Robyn Hensley. ·Mickey House, 
Ouillenoo (Willie) Huena. Jeannette Swindell, 
Jose Villareal and Al Yarbrough. 

"COM police are on duty 24 hours a day." 
said Swindell. one of the two female officers. 
''Three officers work on each shift with one offi<:.er 
working midnights and weekends." 

COM also has four officers {Clifton, Hensley, 
House and Villareal) working the bike patrol. Two 
ofilcers ride the bikes on each shift, and according 
to Swindell, in the two years that it has been esta
blished, the patrol has already proven itself valua
ble. 

"With the bike patrol, we now have the cam
pus covered;" Swindell said "The officers have 
even chased down and arrested people on bicycle, 
on the bike trail." 

Unfortunately, the potential for danger is here, 

See Police ~ 7 

D. Pope. dean of College and Financial-Services . 
Dr. Donald 0. Bass, deail of lnMlclion and 

Student Development. who normally faeilir.ates lite 
forums was out of town at a seminar io Colorado. 

Shippy began dte ronim by immediately llllk· 
ingforany-. 

COM studeot and lnterCOM staff reponer 
Dawn Ullllllllll CXjliesseti COOCffll about the lad: of 
enforcement of COM's smoking policy. Sho SUI!· 
gcoied d1al dte COM police gm, \icbls to those 
who are nodn compliance wldl me policy. 

COM's Board of Tn!stees originally hru! 
plam:Bd ts N•• a • s tmmlhe: campus entiroty. 

See Student: Page? 

Student retreat to cite 
problems, solutions 
By AMY J. TAFT 

~Rdil<u' 

College of the Mainland is looking for input from 
its studenrs in a way the college has never before done. 
An off-campus student retreat is planned for Friday, Oct. 
21, from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. at the Christian Holiday 
House in Dickinson. 

COM President Larry L. Stanley describes the re
treat as a way for the college to "tty to become more re
sponsive" to the students. The retreat is designed to not 
only allow students to voice concerns and complaints, 
but also to find possible solutions for problems many 
students face while attending COM. 

The idea of the retreat is not to focus on individual 
problems, but to focus on problems that face groups 

of students, President Stan
ley said. Students will be 
required to come to a con
sensus of concerns, sort of 
an agreement. of disagree
ments. Ideas for improve
ment also are welcome. 

President Stanley vows 
to students that where a 
consensus is reached, the 
college will address those 
issues. 

Another difference in 
this type of forum from 

See COM Page 7 Larry L. Stanley 

Racism suspected in c.ar vandalism at COM 
By AMY BERGERON 
Starr Reporter 

Due to an incident of racist vandalism here at Col
lege of the Mainland, the COM police were heading up a 
full and thorough investigation in order to determine 
who the perpetrator or perpetrators were. However, now 
after months of searching for clues, COM Police Officer 

lJu,ilermo (Wi1lie) Huerta, head of the investigation, 
said that he has gone as far as he can with the case. 

On the afternoon Of Aug. 15 Ron Gamble, an Afri
can-American man, went to pick up his mother's green 
1978 Mercury Monarch from !,he college's automotive 
repair shop. Although all he wanted was an engine over
haul, he got a little more than that. Painted across the 
back of the trunk in a gray shade of liquid primer were 

• 

' 

the letters, KKK, a symbol for the white supremacy 
group, the Klu Klux Klan. 

Gamble told reporters that he took the car to the 
COM automotive shop in late July. He understood that 
the repairs would take a little longer than in regular 
shops. However, the caliber of work would be almost 
identical and there would be no paymem for labor, only 

See Vandalism Page 7 
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What's Happening 
PHIL 1301 explores 
unanswerable puzzles 
By AMY BERGERON 
Staff Reporter 

"How do you get a growing duck out of a bottle 
without huning the duck or breaking the boWe?" 

For students who are interested in unanswerable 
questions, Inrroduction to Philosophy (PHIL 1301) will 
be offered here at College of the Mainland next semester. 

Dr. Bob Craig, an instuctor of philosophy at Uni
versity of Houston, ce'ntral campus, will conduct the 
course. "This will not be atlecture fonnat," Dr. Craig 
said. "l will tty to use a multiPticity of techniques to get 
students involve.d, such as small groups, large groups, 
and audio-video." 

The class will consist of analysis of unanswerable 
questions. "Philosophy is the only subject that deals 
with unanswerable questions," Dr. Craig said. "However, 
those unanswerable questions have things to do with 
life." 

Some examples of Dr. Craig's unanswerable ques
tions are "What is death; what is spirituality; and is there 
aGod?" 

Dr. Craig says that he will begin each class period 
with different methods of relaxation. He would like to 
encourage the students to become like a mini
community and to use their minds. 

The class, scheduled for the spring semester, will be 
held Fridays from 2 to 5 p.m. The room number is un
decided. 

Halloween brought Trick or Treaters from the Yellow Room of the COM Child Care Laboratory to the 
Administration Building. Shown from leR front are Ashley Rapson, Carley Adair, Lauren Auker, Austin Fails, 
Ashley Lippert, Taylor Gibson, Emily Cherrier. 'ln back row from left are teacher Angela RobiSOn, Christopher 
Rooney, and Emily's mother Bec:ky Cherrier. (Photo by Gina Castro) 

For more infonnation contact Lois Carelock, Hu
manities Team program assistant at (409) 938-1624 or 
(713) 280-3991, ExL 214. 

Registering students must see advisers 

Correcting a mistake 

By AMY TAIT 
Managing Editor 

InurCOM inadvertently misidentified the College of 
the Mainland bike patrol officer on the front page of the 
October issue. It was COM Police Officer Jose E. Villa
real, not Oifton Arbry, who was pictured demonstrating 
the versatility of mountain bikes by riding one down the 
stairs by the side Administration Building. 

College of the Mainland is changing its early regis
tration procedure in an effort to increase students' in
volvement in preparing their course schedules. 

The new procedure requires students to make ap
JK}intments w:ith their advisers prior to the Nov. 28 and 
29 early registration dates. ,Students must have their ad
visers fill out an Adviser Authoriz.ation for Registration 
form prior to receiving their Permit To Register form. lnterCOM apologizes for any inconvenience this 

mistake may have caused. In the past, students only were required to pick up 

SEE YOUR 
WORDS IN 
BLACK AND 
WHITE 

Do words flow easily from 
your mind to paper? Do you 
have printer's ink in your 

veins? Would you 
like to see 
your ideas in 
black and 
white? 

How about becoming a bylined Lowery may be reached at (409) 
writer for your college newspaper? 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 

314. 
Enroll in COMM 1307 [Writing 

for the Mass Media) , College of the 
Mainland's beginner journalism 
course, and become a slaff 
member of the InterCOM, 
U1e award-winning 
campus paper. 

'Whether you have 
journalism experience 
or nol, lhe InlerCOM \ 
staff is the place for 
you. Ifyou liketowrite 
or think you would. 
you'll get a wide array of 
experience, including 
straight news. features, 
opinions, movte. book, 
concert or play reviews, and in
depth reports of your choice. You 
can also get involved as a 
photographer or illustrator. 

As an lnterCOM staff member 
you get hands-on experience in 
tlie publishing of a newspaper, 
from the beginning ideas to llie 
paper hot off the press! 

Ifyou have some journalism 
experience, you may qualify to 
enroll !n COMM 2305 (Copy Editing 
and Production) with the 
Instructor's approval. Astrid H. 

Enrollment in either course must 
be accompanied by the 
production lab, COMM 
1129, which meets 
Monday and Wednesday 
afternoons for 80 
minutes. at your 
convenience. 

COMM 1307 
meets Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. COMM 2305 
meets Mondays 

Wednesdavs from 
11 a.m. to 1:50 p.m. Nole: These 

are new days and times. 

As a member of InterCOM you'll 
meet many people of diversified 
interests and backgrounds. and 
you'll have your finger on the pulsti, 
of the college. 

ENROLL NOW 

lnterCOM 
NO GRAY AREA HERE 

• 

their PTR fonns and have their adviser fill out the forms 
at pre-registration sites. 

The new procedure involves srudents rurning in their 
completed AAR fonns to the Admissions Office where 
students will then receive their PTR and trial schedule 
forms. Students then will prepare trial schedules using 
the class schedule catalog which may be mailed or can be 
picked up in the Administration Building. Next students 
will fill in their PTRs with courses desired. Finally the 
AAR, PTR and trial schedule forms must be presented to 
any counselor, faculty or professional staff members for 
a final signature. At this point designated staff members 
will review schedules for conflicts, prerequisites, compli
ance with TASP and developmental course requirements. 
The schedule will then be entered into the computer to 
enroll students. 

1be new procedure requires students to take an active 
part in deciding their class schedules because the steps of 
advisement and scheduling have been separated. 

According to a memorandum sent out by William 
L. Pease, acting Registrar, the new procedure also will 
allow advisers to "meet with students for the purpose of 
discussing career expectations, academic/degree options, 
courses and degree requirements, job markets, TASP re
quiremenlS, Appraisal Test Score interpretations, fman
cial aid and llegree plans. 

The college plans to mail out Student Alert fliers 
informing students to make their appoinUnents with 
their advisers prior to early registration. 

Music concert set Nov. 17 
College of the Mainland and community theater

goers will not want to miss John Wolfskills second an
nual Chamber and Cheese concen Nov .17, 7 p.m., in 
the Fine Arts Building. The COM chamber music 
groups, will perform romantic and classical pieces prior 
to the 8 p.m. perfonnance of The School For Wives. 
Refreshments will follow as is customary for the Cham
ber and Cheese concerts. 

For more infonnation call COM Arena Theatre box 
office manager Susan Gilbert at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext. 345. 

• 
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1n1er 
Ann Richards visits COM campus 

Former Oilers coach Bum Phillips endorses incumbent Ann Richards for governor 
ofTeus at the COM Unity Rally held Nov. 3 at 5:30 p.m. in the Student Center, 

(Photo by Jim Higgins). 

By AMY TAFT 
Managing Editor 

Gov. Ann Richards 
made a stop at the Col
lege of the Mainland 
Thursday.Nov. 3,dur
ing her tour of Texas in 
the final days before the 
election. 

Along with the 
governor were several 
Democratic candidates 
running in local races, 
local mayors and former 
Oiler's coach Bwn Phil
lips. 

The governor's vis
it drew a large crowd 
which consisted of 
community members, 
area media, COM stu
dents, faculty and Slaff 
who anxiously awaited 
Richards' arrival while 
enjoying refroshments. 

Phillips, who had 

See Bum Page 11 
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COM takes 3 firsts 
in GCIC tourneys 
By AMY TAIT 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland placed first in volleyball, 
softball and 8-ball in the Gulf Intercollegiate Conference 
Sports Day Oct. 27 hosted by Alvin Community Col
lege. 

The racquetball, table tennis, volleyball and tennis 
tournaments were played at Alvin. However, the 3-on-3 
bask~tball tournament was played at the Family Life 
Center of the First Baptist Church of Alvin, and the 
softball tournament took place at Friendswood Sports 
Park. 

GCIC Spor<s Day offers area colleges the opportuni
ty to compete in various events including 3-on-3 basket
ball, raquetball, 8-ball, table tennis, softball, tennis and 
volleyball. The focus of the event is to promote intercol
legiate competition and relationships. 

"There was good sportsmanship between schools," 
explained COM volleyball player Chris Hoot, "We 
laughed and ila<l r1111 lllro et .. --, game. It was a fim 
day; everybody had a blast." -

COM softball player Sergio Renovate-Vasquez said, 
"I was proud of our team because not only did the team 
play well and stick together, it came through during a 
bad situation in the semi-finals." 

See GCIC Page 6 

Moliere's The School For Wives a hilarious tale 
By BARBARA LEWIS 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Arena Theatre is 
proud to bring life to Moliere's 17th century classic 

Amolphe (Jim. Glenn) looks over the shoolder of Horace 
(Alex Ozburn)as the youn1 lover reads a letter from bis 
beloved Agnes. Moliere's classic comedy, The School 
For Wives, performed in the COM Arena Theatre, runs 
through Nov. 20. (Photo by Reggie Schwander) 

• 

comedy. The School For Wives, which runs through 
Nov. 20. 

This high-spirited play is occasionally risque, but 
morality always prevails, thus making the play appropri
ate for the entire family. 

The story portrays Amolphe (Jim Glenn) as a 52-
year-old bachelor, who fearful of a wife's betrayal, has 
educated his ward Agnes (Frances Nunley Berndt) from 
the age of 4 to be his dutiful and devoted wife. For this 
purpose Arnolphe has kept the beautiful, fair-haired 
Agnes sheltered in a convent for 13 years. Now that she 
has returned home, Agnes is under the watchful eyes of 
Amolpe's two servants, Georgette (Andree Langlois)'and 
Alain (M. Troy Stanton). 

Agnes, with the innocence of a child, is quite una
ware of Amolphe's plan to marry her, and when Horace 
(Alex Ozburn), a young man whom Arnolphe has 

known from infancy approaches her during Amolphe's 
absence, Agnes easily loses her heart to Horace. Horace, 
son of Amolphe's old friend Oronte (Walter Mayleu), 
has not seen Amolphe since he was a child and is una
ware of the relationship between Agnes and Arnolphe. 

The plot thickens as Horace solicits the aid of Ar
nolphe in pursuing the fair Agnes, unaware that they are 
competitors for her affection. The audience is engulfed 

, with laugh~ as Amolphe entices Agnes to reveal her in-
volvement with Horace while Amolphe was away for IO 
days. 

The story climaxes with an unusual set of events as 
Amolphe is outmaneuvered and young love prevails. 
According to the theater's publication Front Row, direc
tor Reggie Schwander was concerned that the rhyming 
lines in the play would be tedious to the audience. How-

, See Young Page 11 

Human rights activist speaks at COM 
By DAWN LAURSEN 
Assistant Editor 

Human Rights Activist Frances (Sissy) Tarleton Fa
renthold, said in a speech on violence at College of the 
Mainland Oct. 19 that as a liberal she looks at the "flaws 
in American society rather than only the behavior of the 
violent person as the conservatives do." Farenthold add
ed, "Self-criticism brings a person's defenses up, 811d this 
in twn creates the violence OW' society sees every day." 

Farenthold, a former politician, began her speeth in 
the Learning Resource Center Auditorium, L-131, by 

' 

• 

• 

quoting from Comet 
West's book Race Mat
ters: "Our post-modem 
culture is more and more 
a market value culture. 
This culture engulfs us 
all, yet its impact on the 
disadvanlaged is devastat
ing, resulting in extreme 
violence in everyday life. 

See Violence Page 11 
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News/Editorial 
COM students elect 
Student Government 
By AMY BERGERON 
Staff Reporter 

For the first time in 12 years, students were able to 
choose Student Government officers in a recent student 
election at College of the Mainland. 

The election was held on OcL 4 in the Student Cen
ler. According IO James Shippy, Student Government ad
viser and director of Student Support Services, 82 stu
dents panicipated in the election. Students voted for 
student president, vice presiden~ secretary, treasurer and 
COM Senate representatives. Other items on the ballot 
were Texas state goVemor, abortion and COM's designat
ed-area smoking policy. 

David Pyawasay is COM's new Student Govern
ment president and Joe Hux is the new vice-presidenL 
Other officers elected include: Kathy PoUard, secretary; 
Joey Grimmiu, treasurer; Don Rittenhouse, Allen Col
lins and Jessamyn Denney, COM Senate representatives. 

StudenlS also had a chance IO ca.st their voie for Tex
as governor. Ann Richards received 55 voies while only 
21 studenlS voted for George W. Bush, son of the former ---For the abortion item on the ballot, 39 students 
were for abortion and 40 were against it 

In the arena of COM's designated-area smoking poli
cy, 61 vora. approved of the new rule while 19 were op
posed IO the restrictioo. 

The newly elected Student Government held ilS first 
meeting Oct 6 in the Student Cenrer where the electces 
annoonced the new officers and appointed studenlS for 
unfdled positions. Billy Sleen, who ran for COM Senate 
represenwive, WU elected par1imentsrian and Clarence 
Richardson took on the position of night representative, 
representing studenlS who go IO classes at night 

Another form of representation in the Student Gov
ernment ·concerns the various clubs and organiutions on 
campus. Each club and organization chooses a member 
to represent the members at the meetings. This allows 
for larger representation of all students on campus and 
for more interaction between the individual organiza
tions. So far 23 clubs across campus have nominated 
representitives or sponsors for lheir organization. Some 
of these clubs include the Environi:nental Club, the 
COM Amigos, the Instrumental Musicians Guild and 
Out of the Grey Christian organization. 

The new Student Government holds meetings, 
Thursdays, bi-monthly in the Student Center, Room 
SC-212. For more information, contact Shippy at (409) 
938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 297. 
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COM students elected Student Government officers Oct. 4. Seated al table Is Allen Collins with Joey Grimmitt to 
bis left. Standing are Billy Steen, Kathy Pollard, David Pyawasay, Clarence Richardson, Don Rlttenhouse,Joe Hux, 
Jessamyn Denney, and James Sllippy, Student Government advi.,or and director of Student Services. 

(Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Smokers alerted to smoking areas 

Thank you College of the Mainland for the large 
"No Smoking in this Area" signs. They are by far a 
greater deterrent IO smokers than the little blue signs that 
couldn~ be read from a distance. 

Have you noticed the new signs that recently re
placed the old ones? 

Many times I had pondered what those little blue 
signs, -the old ones, actually meant. They read, "No 
smoking except in designated areas." Did that mean that 
the area was a designated area, or not? The new signs 
leave no doubt in smoker's minds: No Smoking in this 
Area 

At the Open Meeting with Dean Bass and Dean 
Pope, held Sept 29, Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of Col
lege and Financial Services, challenged me 10 confront 
smokers who were not smoking in designated areas 
only. 

I do not like 10 turn down a challenge, so I a,lced 

him IO have maps of the 12 designared smoking areas 
xeroxed for my missioo. I needed IO be prepared, and 
knowledgeable enoogh to direct smoker's to the designat
ed areas. 

I didn\ know when I started this quest, whether I 
would be wasting my time confronting students, or 
~ng for more trouble lhan I needed. 

The first day of my assignmen~ SIUdenlS took my 
confron&ation with a kind of nonchalant attitude. By the 
second day they were more combative. 

Also by that time my knees were shaking! Call it 
nerves, or the flow of adrenaline -- whatever you will, 
my knees were wobbly! 

Day 2 of my mission found me in front of the Slu
dent Cenrer. I approached a few studenlS sitting around a 
table, mistakenly thinking that I saw cigarette smoke 
rising. However, it was steam from a cup of coffee! By 
the time I realized my misuike, polite hello's had already 
been exchanged. 

,. I necided IO feolc&e 81811P oot-aboot<he smoking • ' 

r • 

• 

• 

policy. This took courage because they were complete 
strangers to me. 

As I asked my question, the mood changed from cor
dial to aloof. One woman, a smoker, !Old me adamently 
that she ,.,as not happy IO see me ~sin& out maps. She... 
forcefully !Old me that she had taken the Nelsoo Denny 
T~ a reading test administered in reading classes, and 
knew how to read. 

"If you see me smoking around here you better not 
try to hand me a map! The Lord is your shepberd!" She 
refused to give her name even though she insisted on " 
knowing mine. 

A nonsmoker in this group asked if I was gelling 
paid to pass out the maps. When she found out I wasn't, 
she asked. "Why are you doing it then?" 

1 told her 1 was concerned about the fresh air being 
used up and that smokers and nonsmokers had rights. 
This woman who wasn't interested in giving her name 
either, felt I had no business carrying out school policy 
unless I was being paid. 

COM has I 2 designated smoking areas. One of 
these is on the second level of the Leaming Resource 
Center, where ash trays, benches and a drinking fountain 
have been provided. However, the preferred spots are 
both entrances on the third level. 

Other smoking areas on campus include both the 
front and back sides of the libnuy wbere the picnic tables 
are localed; the back sides of boll) the welding labs, and 
the aulO tech lab; and the southwest side of the Techni
cal/Vocational Building. 

Please remember not IO smoke around the children's 
play area. This is not a smoking area . 

Two other designated areas are at the backside of the 
Physical Education Building, both parking sides of the 
Fine Arts Building; and finally, at the front entrance of 
the Math/Sciellce Building. 

I would like 10 see the Math/Science smoking area 
moved because it is at the front entrance and students 
have to walk through a cloud of smoke IO gel inside. 
When the Board allowed these areas, it did so with the 
intention of not letting the entrances be available to 
smokers; therefore, this smoking area shoold be elimi
naled. 

Keeping the 12 designated smoking areas available 
· is contingent on abiding by the rules and keeping these 

areas clean and neat Otherwise COM could become a 
"No smoking" ·campus after all. , · 

• 
• 

• 
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COM students William Culiver, left, and Joe Cooley play cards in the Student Center. The Student Center bas 
facilities for recreation such as playing pool, watching televisioo, playing the piano, enjoying a meal or a snack, 
chatting with friends, and going at the lake and ducks. (Photo by Brady Mahaney) . . 

Young love . prevails in Moliere's play 
Continued from Pagel---------
ever, this added humor, and I found myself listening for 
the lines IO rhyme as the audience responded with laugh
ter. Schwander did an oulStanding job directing the play, 
which is spoken in modem English. 

Glenn as Amolpbe-was hilarious. especially in bis 
facial expressions, thus adding much humor to the play. 
Glenn is an adjunct speech teacher at COM. 

Berndt as Agnes illuminated the stage with her per
formance of the ingenuous young girl, and Ozburn as 
Horace was the charming, naive and dashing yowtg lov
er. Ozbwn is a COM student 

COM student Langlois as Georgette brought a lot of 
humor IO her role and managed to continually outwit Ar
nolphe, who was completely unaware that several times 
he'd been made a fool of. This was like dessert IO the au
dience. 

Stanton as Alain, a simple-minded servant elicited 
laughter as he climbed upon Georgette's lap in order to 
escape Amolphe's anger. 

Both servants displayed hidden .rebellion as they 
mocked Arnolphe IO the delight of the audience. 

Don Wiseman as Chrysalde, an old friend of Ar
nolphe, played his role with rest and good humor, laugh
ing all the way through. Though Amolphe mocked hfm 
at the beginning of the play, Chrysalde had the last 
laugh. 

• 

Other ca.st members included HamillOn David Boyd 
as the Notary and Steve Cowan as Enrique. 

Bill Aupperlee stirs the audience's imagination with 
his realistic set designing. This is Aµpperlee's 20th de
sign for the Arena Theatre, according to a press release 

_from the COM J>ublications and.Information Office. 
The School For Wives costumes are the crnations of 

designer Mary Louise Daniels of Galveston, who is well 
known for the costumes she designs for Dickens on the 
Strand. She was able IO recreate the frilly, eye-catching 
fashions of the 1660s after researching the dress of that 
era. She is by no means a stranger to the COM stage in 
both acting and designing according to Front Row .. 

Moliere, the pen name for Jean Baptiste Poquelin, 
was born in Paris in 1622. In 1673 while performing the 
title role in his play The Imaginary Invalid he took sick 
and died a few hours later. He has been'called the father 
of modem French comedy. Unlike William Shakespeare 
he dealt mainly in types, such as the male chauvinist Ar
nolphe, rather than in individuals. He was an actor and 
director besides being a playwright 

If you like to laugh, want to spend a couple of en
joyable hours and come away feeling good, then I highly 
recommend his play. 

For information or to purchase tickets call (409) 
938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 345. Visa, Master
Card or American Express are accepted, but only on pre
sales and no later than one hour before a performance. 

• 
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Violence widespread 
throughout society 
Continued from Page 1---------
Sexual violence against women, and homicidal usaults 
by men on one another is only the most obvious situa
tioo in this empty quest for profit, property and power." 

Referring IO West's quote and recommending that 
the audieoce read his book, Farenthold said: "This has 
been the summer of wife battering as an issue. (OJ. 
Simpson is about IO stand trial for the killing of his 
wife Nicole Brown Simpson.) It had never been brought 
up as an issue until Surgeon General, Dr. C. Everett 
Koop, spoke of it in the '80s as a health problem." 

Farenthold, who also recommended reading Boys 
Will be Boys by Meriam Modizem, recounred a time 
when Farenthold as a legal aid director in Nuences Cowi
ty during the late '60s, felt the helplessness of her posi
tion as she tried to help a young woman get an injunc
tion against her husband for abuse, only IO hear from the 
judge that there was nothing he could do because her 
husband was a police informer. The only thing Farent
hold claimed she was able to do for the young woman 
was to tell her to "get out of town as fast as you can." 

This shows how little respec~ honor and credibility 
was given to women's rights during the '60s. 

Farenthold said that the media is to blame for ilS 
share of the violence in our society. Street crime is re
ported far more frequently than corporate crime, crimes 
by white collar workers and.ate-sponsored crimes, m;:h 
as wars and perhaps mWJ!!atory death sentences. Farent
hold said reporters choose 10 write about young gun us
ers because it is sensational news that people want lO 
he.ar. She added," Our c~e bill is pitirul, and in some 
cases it is unconstitutional." An example of its uncon· 
stitutionality would be sending a person to jail for a mi· 
nor offense such as snioking in non-designated areas at 
COM or a major offense, such as letting a drug king out 
on bail. 

Farenthold's second appearance Oct 19 was at 12:30 
p.m. when she s~ about the health care system and 
the demise of the health care bill. "Everything wen~" 
she said. "We have no legislation." 

During this presentation she spoke about insurance 
fraud, Health Maintenance Organizations, social security, 
and the medicare and medicaid programs implemented 
during Lyndon B. Johnson's presidency. 

Farenthold stated that HMOs prevent patients from 
seeing specialists and that patients often are released 
from the hospital before they should be. Often patienlS 
also are not referred to a specialist until it is too late. 

She related that for certain heart operations there is a 
very short time window during which the operation can 
be performed. If HMOs delay IOO long in agreeing to the 
operation, the time period for a successful operation 
passes. 

"Twenty-five percent of the cost of insurance premi
ums goes to administrative wotk," she stated, "and un
less a person can afford full coverage, mOSt insurances 
are out of reach." 

Farenthold was a member of the Human Rights 
Commission in Corpus Christi from 1963 10 1968 and a 
member of the Texas House of RepresentitivCS between 
1968 and 1973. During that time Farenthold placed sec
ond for the position of vice-president of the United 
Slates, receiving 400 votes for the democratic nomina
tion. She also was the Democratic nominee for governor 
of Texas in 1972 and again in 1974. During this time, 
in 1973, she was the recipient of the Lydon B. Johnson's 
Woman of the Year Award. 

Farenthold, an attorney, has been a member of the 
Stste Bar since 1949. She is a contributing editor of the 
magazine Texas Observer and is currently a guest coluni
nist for USA Today. 

Farenthold's appearance was sponsored by COM's 
social science departmen~ SAB, Cootinuing Education 
and the Commwiity Forum. · · · · 
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Features 

COM scholarships 
available to students 
By BRAD STEVENSON 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland offers an affordable 
education for most students in the community. 
However. if for any reason students need financial 
assistance. many scholarships are available. 

COM offers several types of o1eholarships, in
cluding: cooperative donor scholarsjlips. direct 
awards from individual dooors, departmoolal schol
arships and COM Foundation scholarships. Infor
mation on specific ethnic. gender or disability
relaled scholarships also is available in the library. 

"Anyone can apply; said Becky Miles, Stu
dent Fmancial Services director. She added, howev
er, "the donors usually want to see that you've 
done well for a semester first" 

Most scholarships have academic requirements 
that must be meL Students applying for coopera
tive donor scholarships must be enroJled full-time 
with at least 12 honrs, show progress toward career 
gaols, or indicate financial need. 

Miles also said, "They will ask you to have at 
least a 2.0 or 3.0 GPA; it depends on what the 
donor is looking for.• 

The organizations that present cooperative 
scholarships unite their effons with COM to 
search for deserving recipients. Two such scholar
ships include: the COM Memorial Fund Scholar
ship and the American Association of University 
Women TCJ<aS City Branch Scholarship. 

The number of scholarships available Ouctu
ates. Anyone interested in new scholarships should 
check the bulletin board ootside the Student Finan
cial Semces Office, Miles said. 

Another caiegory of scholarships includes di
rect awards to COM students. The Student Finan
cial Services Scholarship Guide lists private don
ors including the Elks Lodge, the Texas Credit 
Union, and several fraternities and sororities. 

Two of these scholarships are the Elks Main
land Lodge #214 I Scholarship and the Professional 
Secrcraries International Scholarship. The Finan
cial Aid Office has applications and information 
for these scholarships. 

Varioos departments at COM also offer schol
arships. "For example," Miles said, "there is a new 
scholarship with Process Technology." 

The fine arts department awards scholarships 
in an, tht:,ater and instrumental or vocal studies. 
The Texas Nurses Association, District #29 Schol
arship, is available to nursing majors, Miles said. 
"Students should talk to the department they are 
interested in." 

Students interested in any type scholarship 
should contact Miles al (409) 938-121 I or (713) 
280-3991, Exts. 246 and 274. 

StudenlS who excel in academic and leadership 
abilities may apply for COM Foundation scholar
ships, a fourth type of award. "Each scholarship 
has ilS own unique set of requirements," said Law
rence Markey, direcior of Resoon:e llevelopmeoL 

"Graduating high school seniors can apply for 
anything," Markey said. "We usually make an ef
fon to award three scholarships in each area high 
school." Also, according to Mark.Cy, anyone al
ready enrolled or planning to attend COM may ap
ply for the foundation's other scholarships. 

"We'll be unveiling the new '94-'95 competi
tion in November," he said. For fwther infonna-
tion contact Markey at the foundation office (409) 
938-121 I or (713) 280-3991, Exts. 508 and 557. 

• 

Characteristics define batterers, abused 
By AMY TAFT 
Managin1 Editor 

Editor's no~: This is the second of a three-part series 
dealing with domestic violence. This part explores the 
charac~ristics of the victims of domestic violence and 
tM ab...,,,-s and tM cycles of amue. 

Many misconceptions surround the victims or do
mestic violence and their abusers. The reality of domes
tic violence is that anyone can be a victim or abusec de
spile race, ethnic background, religion or economic 
status. 

According to the article "Patterns of Abuse" in the 
July 4 issue of Newsweek, experts .once thought victims 
to be weak-willed women who were asking for abuse. In 
other words, abused women were "somehow masochisti
cally provoking abuse from their men." Also according 
IO the same article women who are less educaled, unem
ployed, poor, and young and pregnant are more likely to 
find themselves in an abusive relationship. 

Some abused women, however, are educated and 
have well-paying jobs. Psychologist Robert Geffner, 
president of the Family Violence and Sexual Assault ln
stitule in Tyler, explains in the Newsweek anicle that 
despite a higher education or occupational level any 
woman can become a victim. "I'm treating physicians, 
attorneys, a judge and professors who are, or were, bat-
1ered women," Geffner is quoted a,; saying. "Intelligent 
people let this happen, too. What goes on inside the 
home does not relate to what's outside." 

Common characleristics of victims include: 
1. low self-esteem. 
2. a backgrwnd in an abusive family, 
3. alcohol or drug abuse, 
4. passivity in relationships, 
5. deperide11cy, 
6. isolatioo, and 
7. a high ,-i for approval, attention and affection. 
Geffner adds, "The more risk factors a woman has, 

the more likely she is to become a candidate.· 
Quoted in "Patterns of Abuse" Jaquelyn Campbell, a 

researcher in domestic violence at Johns Hopkins Uni
versity, argues that the risk of domestic violence does 
001 rest solely oo the shoulders of the victim. Acoording 
lo Campbell the risk of abuse "has little to do with her 
and everything to do with who she marries or dates." 

Abusive men were once thought to be unemployed 
alcoholics. In the article "He's Going to Kill Me" in the 
September issue of G/amow, Officer Robin Burge of the 
Alburquerque Police Deparuneot's Domestic Abuse Re
sponse Team, explains, "A lot of people think alcohol is 
the problem. But it's not the alcohol; it's the way these 
men deal with anger. The problems need to be treated 
separately." 

"Patterns of Abuse" states abusive men tend to be 
Jess educated and live close to the poveny line, but men 
who are physicians. lawyers and accountants also have 
abused their partners. 

In the article "O. J. Simpson's Case Brings New fo
cus on Abuse of Women" in the July 18 issue of Jet, 
seven characteristics of men who batter are listed. Male 
bolterels: 

I. fear loss of relationship, 
2. tend to be controlling and manipulative, 
3. have difficully expressing emotions such as an

ger, anxiety and frustratioo, 
4. expect instant gratification from spouse or chil-

ckar, 
S. minimi7.e their violent behavior, 
6. often present themselves as victims. and 
7. are perceived as charming and pleasant by others 

in most cases. 
The one characteristic that all abusers share, above 

all others. is the need to control. In the Newsweek anicle 
Richard Gelles, director of the Family Violence Research 
Program at the University of Rlwde. Island, is quoted as 

I 

saying, "There is no beuer way of making people com
pliant than beating them up on an intermittent basis." 

Abusers also tend to minimize their violent behav
ior by blaming their victims. In "Patterns of Abuse" 
Evan Slark, co-director of the Domestic Violence Train
ing Project in New 118Yon, Coon., uses 0. J. Simpson's 
suicide note as an example. "He never takes responsibli
ty for the abuse. These are just marilal squabbles. Then 
he blames her - 'I felt like a ballered husband.'" 

Generally, abuse falls into a consislent pattern 
which begins slowly. "Pauems of Abuse" explains that 
the violence "doesn~ happen evecy day and by the time a 
pattern has emerged there may be children, and financial 
and emotional hoods that are difficult to break.• 

According to the Newsweek article abused women 
oflen believe that they will be able to transform their 
abusers from "the monster smashing furniture ... into a 
prince if only the woman he's trapped will love him." 

The Jet article explains the abuse pattern begins 
with the buildup of tension and the woman sensing the 
tension. The woman then tries IO calm her abuser by 
avoiding the problem. Next, a violent outburst occurs 
followed by a period called the honeymoon stage during 
which the abuser will act as though nothing happened 
and often buy gifts, takes the woman out IO eat or makes 
love to her. 

The honeymoon stage is what frequently keeps 
women in the relationship. In "Patterns of Abuse," Geff
ner explains, "they make love, the sex is good. And that 
also keeps them going." 

Eventually the repltition of the abuse cycle is what 
wears down the battered woman. The woman becomes 
exhausted both menially and physically to the point that 
leaving the relationship is no longer an option. The 
woman begins !O believe the situation is her fau)L 

In "Patlerns of Abuse" psychiatrist Elaine Carmen 
of the Solomon Carter Fuller Menial Health Center in 
Boston is quoted as saying, "You can't underestimate the 
!error and brainwashing that takes place in batlering rela
tionships. She (the victim) really comes to believe that 
she deserves the abuse and is incompetent." 

Though help for an abused woman is available, the 
abused woman may not seek out help foc herself because 
of her weakened self-esteem. Family and friends must 
then intervene fa her before it is too late. 

TM ftniJI part of this three-part series to IN pub/is Md in 
tM December issu, of InlerCOM will deal with Mlp 

(JVOilabl, for ab=d -·· 
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Student leader 
advocates change 
By AMY BERGERON 
Staff Reporter 

"A large number of voices outstand one voice." 
This is one of David Pyawasay's reasons for becoming 
actively involved with the Student Government here at 
College of the Mainland. 

COM students elected Pyawasay as the new student 
government president on Oct. 4 in the Student Center. 
Since then he has held several meetings and has helped 
to mold and shape the organization. 

This is the first time in 12 years that COM will 
have a student government 

"It's been an uphill battle, going against something 
with an inexistence for 12 years; Pyawasay said. 

Pyawasay is a 20-year-old graduale of Clear Lake 
High School. He has attended COM for four semesters 
and plans to uansfer to the University of Hooston, cen
rral campus, in fall 1995. 

Pyawasay also is involved in many other things be
sides the Student Government He is the president of lhe 
Student Activities BOard and has worked with several 
volunteer organizations. 

During this past summer, Pyawasay was involved 
in the Northstar Mission in Houston. The Northsrar 
Mission is set up by an area Baptist church, which has 
projects to help homeless and underprivileged families. 
Pyawasay volunteered and helped out when the church 
had a dinner for some underprivileged children and their 
parents. 

Last year he was highly involved in the Texas Jun
ior College Student Government Association of which 
COM is a member in Region 5. Pyawasay auended last 
spring's conference in Dallas and participated in the eth
ics committee. The ethics committee went lhmugh the 
Texas Junior College Constitution, discussed problems 
with the constitution and came up with an ethical code 
of conduct for all members. The ethics committee also 
acted as the judicial branch. 

Pyawasay plans to attend this year's conference lell
tatively planned for the end of March or beginning or 
April. 

After last spring's conference, Pyawasay began 
working on a student government constitution for 
COM. 

"I started coordinating with several different people, 
including James Shippy. Student Government adviser, 
on pulling together a constitution.• Wocting oo the con
stitutioo gave Pyawasay the idea that he should run for 
the presidency. "Because I was one of the original writ
ers, I fell that I should run." 

Pyawasay feels that the Student Government can af
fect the school in many ways. "We can help by being a 
direct line Of conummication between the students, facul
ty and staff.• He also feels that the Student Government 
is going to be a gateway so that the college can better 
serve students. "Foe example,· he said. "if facilities ,-i 
to be up-dated er the college llffils better equipmen~ stu

dents can address the student government and we will be 
the driving force to get it done." 

Pyawasay has many things planned. He wants to 
put more school spirit into the college. "We are starting 
a whole new mascot, we are going to be the COM 
Duclcs." 

The president also wants to give back to the com
munity. One act is the Fosler Children's Christmas Par
ty Program scheduled for Dec. 15 at COM. 'This is 
where foster children and the parents can come and eaL 
receive gifts and meet with Santa Claus." 

Pyawasay also is planning a canned food drive and a 
clothing drive for Student Government. 

He wants everyone IO know that the Student Gov
ernment is open to all students. "The meetings are open 
to every student and every problem," he said. "I just 
want everyone to know that we're here.• 

The Student Govenunent meets in the Student Cen
ter, on Thursdays bi-mmthly in Room SC-212. 

" 
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Unscheduled meeting creates conflict 

When I rust heard that College of the Mainland was 
participating in the Nalional Red Ribbon Ce-oo 
(OcL 23-31) with Drug and Alcohol Awareness Day Oct. 
27, I was very excited. I volunteered IO cover the day fa 
InterCOM. 

I was handed two papers: The fllSI, a cover letter for 
the evenL and.the secood, a schedule of evenlS. The letter 
bore three signatures: Chuck Buddenhagen (Office of 

Community Sezvices and Continuing Education), Dr. 
Vannelse Collins (OffJCCofEqual Educatiooal Oppmu
nity/Multicultural Affairs) and Ma,yann Urick (Student 
Activities sponsor, Recreational Programs coordinator). 

One of the sentences in the letter that caught my at
tention read: "It is our opportunity to cel&brate a choice 
to live a healthy drug-free life, provide education about 
alcohol and drugs, and deliver a message of hope for 
youth and adults alike who must face the realities of al
cohol and drug abuse every day." The letter invited all to 
atlelld and named the sponsoring groups: Community 
Forum, Community Services and Continuing Education, 
Student Activities Boord, Office of Equal Educational 
Opportunity/Multicultural Affairs, Social Services, Hu
man Resources and Well-Being. 

1lle second page was a schedule of events oo a 
shoclcing pink piece of paper that woold have caught 
anyone's eye. It listed Kathie Rickman, who is a regis
teroo nurse and a licensed chemical dependency counselor 
among other titles, as the guest lecturer for the two ses
sio~s: Alcohol Assessment on Campus, 12:30 -1:30 
p.m.; and Does My Friend or Family Member Have a 

Problem with Alcohol ? , I :30 - 2:30 p.m. The fust lec
ture was aimed at faculty but invited the college commu
nity IO attend 

• 

• 

• 

' 

We all know that because of class commitments it 
is not possible to attend every lecture, but when I walked 
into the Technical/Vocational Building auditorium and 
realized that only six people were there f<r the fust lec
ture, my blood began to boil. I partially understood why 
students did not attend, but not why the faculty did not 
come. I had expected to see the room ftlled with a lot of 
caring individuals just waiting to find oot how they 
might help someone in need. 

Dr. Collins said she had been impressed with Rick
man and knew Rickman woold be able to educate the au
dience about drug and alcohol dependency. 

I tried to put myself in Rickman's shoes and fell 
embarrasaed by the lack of participation. I would have 
been discomaged, but not Rickman, who poured her 
heart and soul into the lecture. 

I later learned the reason why the faculty had not at
tended Rickman's lecture. An impromptu meeting fix 
student advisers had been called during College Hoor that 
very day and the faculty had been strongly urged to at
lend Fer the life of me. however, I camot see ht>w 
such a meeting could be more important than helping to 
tum a person's life around, or perhaps even saving it. Of
ten college activities conflict with one another, but they 
are scheduled ahead of time so peq,le can make a choice 
as to what lo attend. This was 001 the case this time, and 
it was unexcusable. 

Rickman had a powerful message. She had been in
vile<I a month ago and should have been given the cour
tesy of not having a meeting conflict with her lecture. 

Those who are in a position at COM to call cam
pUSWide meetings for faculty and staff should consider 

prior commitments the college has made to guest speak
ers. They should make evecy effort 001 to create a con
Oict that would, at the least be discourieous, and at the 
most a flagranL ootright disregard foe the timo and effort 
and expense a guest speaker has incuned to keep a com
mitment with the college. 

Though COM was discourteous, Rickman remained 
gracious and gave her full lecture. She chose not lo give 
the second lecture. fa< obvious reasons, but did offer to 
return to the college at a more convenient time. 

• 
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COM employee Bridget Ferrel and her daughler Katherine, 5 1/2, take a magic carpet ride over a Hawaiian 
tropic:al paradise. They are llyin1 to the theme song cl A.Ia4dln, "It's a Whole New World," as a FIID Flicks 
technician _,ates the controls. Fun F1icks Day on campus was held in conjunction wltb Drug and Alcohol 
Awareness Day Oct. 27. (Photo by Jim Hi111ins) 

Fun Flicks videos draw crowd 
By LIZ CADDELL 
Staff Reporter 

College of lhe Mainland kicked off Drug and 
Alcohol Awareness Day Oct. 27 with lights, cam
era. action and education as lhe Studenl Activities 
Board in conjunction with Continuing Education 
and lhe Olftce of Equal Educalional Opportunities/ 
MulticullUllll AIIain sponsored Fun Hicks Day on 
campus. 

Kramer En"'nainrnent Agency was on band in 
the Student Cen"'r from 10:30 a.m. until 4:30 
p.m. IO assisl students, Slaff and fonner Slaff mem
bers, who had mel lhe Oct. 3 pre-registration dead-
line, in malting IOlally inleraelive videos. · 

The videos did DOI focus on drug and alcohol 
abuse. but rather provided an avenue for drawing 
people IO lhe drug and alcohol awareness exhibits, 
said Or. Vanneise Collins, assistant to the presi
den~ Office of Equal Educational Opportunities/ 
MulticullUllll AIIain. Individuals pul on skits IO 
music Ibey se~ from Kramer's files. 

Charles Buddenhagen, new director of Contin
uing Education, said four Q,,.ar, will be awarded IO 

winners in several calegcries at a lala' date. 
Educaiing the students, faculty and Slaff 00 the 

effects of drug and alcohol abuse was the primary 
focus of this event. 

PoslerS and pamphlell designed IO answer 
questions concerning the use and abuse of drugs 
and alcohol filled rows of lables provided by vari
ous agencies such u Narcotics Anonymous and 
lhe Alcohol and Drug Abuse Women's Center Inc. 
of Texas City. 

Reprcseniatives from lhe Texas City Aid and 
Guidance off"ice also were present and provided in
fonnation oo driving while intoxicated and how 
that affects lhe community. 

St. Mary's Hospital in GalveslOII and Baxter 
Assislanee Services Inc. in Pasadena displayed lit
erature on tackling substance abuse with a focus 
on how and where IO get help through recovery in 
the community. 

Togelher these agencies joined foo:es with the 
SAB, Cootinuing Education and the Office of 
Equal Educational Opportunities/Multicultural Af
fairs IO present lhe realities of drug and alcohol 
ahuse. 

COM police getting tough on parking violations 
By RICHARD MOORE 
Staff Reporter 

Parking violations at College of lhe Mainland are 
going IO be in:ated more harshly than in the posl, said 
Jeanette Swindell, COM police ofrtcer and "'8m leader. 
Students need 10 know what the parking violations are. 

The pamph~ Studl!nls "Right to KN>w" Informa
tion published by COM, lists the parl<ing violations as 
follows: parking in "No parking" areas; driving against 
normal lraffic Oow; parking againsl lhe flow of lraffic; 
failing IO put within marted spaces/lines; ..i driving or 
parking oo lhe campus widlout approval from the COM 
police otricc. Texas ttaflic and parking regulalions also 
are enfOll:cd by the COM police ollicen. 

F"mes for minor violations arc $4; for handicapped 
parking violations, the fines me $IO. The fines are small 

., 

• 

• 
• 

r 

. 
because most of the tickets are campus tickets. TIiey 
must be paid at the fee paymcm window in the Adminis
tration Building. If the line is not paid within 10 days, it 
is doubled, Swindell said. 

"Moi"c dangerous violations, such as speeding and 
failing to stop at a stop sign will receive a municipal 
court cilatioo, which will be bandied through the local 
justice of the i-:e,' Swindell said. 

"Some people are DOI aware diat this is a public in
stillltion and the parking areas are public roadways which 
are governed by lhe same laws as any other road under 
Texas law." Swindell said. • All campus police ofru:en 
are certified police off",cers and will enforce all laws in
cluding lnlffic. • 

The COM Police Ofr,cc, in the Administration 
Building, may reached at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-
3991, Ext. 403. For an emergency call Ext S99. 

• 
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Ethnic food shared 
at SAB luncheon 
By LIZ CADDELL 
Staff Reporter 

The Multicultural Luncheon/Fest sponsored by the 
College of the Mainland SIUdenl Activities Board Oct. 
II was a smorgasbord of diversity. Ethnic dishes, pre
pared rich with cultural hisiory, blended IOgelher IO con
tribute to an ambience of, unity in the Student Center 
Sun Room. 

A dish called Fall Feast was provided by SAB Presi
dent David Pyawasay. This eye-pleasing dish, rich with 
fall colas, 1ep1esu,~ his herilage of Mennomenee Indi
an. He prepared this dish with harvest foods, handpicked 
fresh vegelahles such as squash and cucumber, as well as 
mouth-watering berries now in season. 

Pyawasay stated that COM is composed of a unique 
group of people who may be unaware of the rich culture 
represen~ by all of them. 

Abundanl laughter spread throughout the room as 
COM faculty, slaff and students enjoyed Hispanic, Na
tive American and African-American dishes, as well as 
chicken from Popeyes which represented today's fast
paced life. COM studenl Monique Bell broughl red beans 
and rice, and student Sharonda Alexander brought Jam
balya, a Cajun dish. Sociology professor, Dr. Marty 
Caylor, prepared a Polynesian chicken dish and.other 
people also broughl dishes for laSting. 

Pyawasay invi~ children from the Child Care La
boralory IO linger paint pictures representing what they 
though! culture means. Their creations were used to dee
°""" the room. These brightly colored paintings were a 
blend ofinlll}' cultures, which was the focus of the lun
cheon, Pyawassy said. 

Also used IO decora"' for the luncheon were pos""5 
of places such as Italy, Holland and Kenya. These were 
on a wall facing the buffet. 

Approximalely 40 facully, slaff and slUdents joined 
together to make this event a success. 

The COM Student Activities Board spomored a 
multicultural rest luacbeoa Oct. '11 in the Student 
Center Sllli Room, Participants were eacourqed to 
bring a dish representing tbeir cullure. As a result, a 
variety or etbnk dishes were available for samplln1, 
Newly elected SAB Presideat David Pyawasay shan!d 
bis FaU Fast dish pictured in forepound. 

(Photo by Gina Cutro) 
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Flood drive: donors brave storms to give blood 
By · BRAD S'(EVENSON 
Staff Reporter 

Many thoughtful people braved stinging rain and 
flooded roads IO give lhe gifl of life Wednesday, Oct. 19. 

The College of the Mainland fall blood drive, -
by the SIUdent Activities Board and the Gulf Coast Re
gional Blood Center of HouslOn, was a success despile 
the Great F1ood of '94. The flood caused one day of the 
planned two-day drive to be canceled and preven~ many 
polelltial student dooors from making ii to campus. 

However, between 8 a.m. and 3:30 p.m., 101 peo
ple attempled IO give blood in lhe Student Center Sun 
Room, said Maryann Urick, SAB sponsor. 

"We received from the one-day blood drive 88 pints 
of blood, and 13 were deferred,· Urick said. "It's an excel
lent IUmOUt for a one-day blood drive.• 

The 13 who were deferred from being donors were 
disqualified fer various reasons. 

The IOlal tumoul was good, considering the circum
siances, Urick said, adding that 101 people is a good 
tumoul for any day. In fac, Wednesday's IOtal was high
er than the second-day total for October 1993, when 91 
donors showed up. 

COM blood drives are normally scheduled for two 
days, bul the unrelenting weather foo:ed Tuesday's blood
donating session IO be canceled, Urick ssid. "Because of 
the flooding, the blood center, which is located in the 
heart of Houston, couldn~ get in IO get their equip
ment." 

The people who drove through flooded streets, 
dodged intermitlellt walls of rain and tramped through 
submerged sidewalks IO the Student Ce01er Sun Room, 
al) had differenl reasons for donating. 

CO.M Sliw• Grace Sbeela donated )>eca~ ~ has 
an Rh negative blood lype. Afler the firsl time she do
nated. the blood center IOld her she shoold dona"' again 

COM student Vince Valdez donates blood in the Student Center OcL 19, despite flooded streets. Phlebotomist Mary 
Montgomery thttks Valdez's arm. The Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center administered the blood drive,. which was 
sponsored by the Student Activities B-d. ' (Photo by Gina Casro) 

since her blood lype is so rare. 
Cindy Brannan, another COM student, also had an 

important reason. "I dona~ because my kids need it; 
I've got three kids at home.· 

Not all ~ were as serious as saving blood for 
one's children, however. "I wanted a free T-shirt,· joked 
Allen WagSlaff, a COM studenl donating for the first 

' time at the college. Wagstaff has donated five or six 
times before in other places and decided IO do so again 
because he "hasn'I given in awhile.• 

Since cmly one day was used for donating, lhe SAB 
will ~ider seuing l!P an additioual day, Urick said. 
"There ntight be ooe more day in November; we just ha
ven\ decided yet.· 

COM student benefits from Esther Rice scholarship 
By BRAD STEVENSON 
Staff Reporter 

In these times of rising college costs and demanding 
work schedules. it's hard for young adulu. to get ahead 
without some kind of help -- especially if they are in the 
process or changing careers. 

Lillie Meek 

Lillie Meek, the 
first winner of the new 
Esther Rice Women in 
Transition Scholarship, 
is a prime example of 
lhe kind of determination 
it takes IO pull off a ca
reer change. Besides 
working days and week
ends IO support herself 
and her daugh.,,, she at
tends night classes at 
College of the Mainland 
IO get her associa.,'s de
gree in real...._,_ With-

out the Esther Rice scholarship however. it might not 
ever have been possible. 

The Esther Rice schoti,rship, designed for women 
over 30 who are going through a career change, allowed 
Mede Ill continue her education and make a better life for 
herself. 

According to Lawrence E. Markey, director of COM 
Resource Developmcnl and executive direclOr of the 
COM Foundalioo, the scholarship was previously only 
available at certain limes. After the COM Foundation 
raised eoough money IO make the scholarship perpetual
ly available, Esther Rice's name was added in memoriam 
of the longtime La Marque cooimunity leader. Rice, a 
children's charity advocale, died in December 1993. 

' 

"When I went up to the University of Houston at 
Clear Lake for the awards banquet (held July 20), they 
awarded me a plaque and showed a film about Esther 
Rice," Meek said. "She was a wonderful pcrwn, and I 
hope IO be as beneficial IO my community as she was.· 

Meek, a 3S-year-old single parenl from Sanla Fe, 
siar1ed out in the newspaper advertising field, where she 
worked for four years. After moving on from that job, 
she decided IO go IO COM and lry different fields of 
study. "I've been going to the college since the fall of 
'93," she said, "and I slarted out for a nursing degree. I 
s- taking biology, and we had IO dissect stuff -- and I 
hated it!" 

After realizing nursing wasn't for her, she was stuck 
pondering a new career. Soon her friends in the real 
esla"' field began advising her. "I have a lot of friends in 
rea1 estate,· she said. "and they lhough1 rd be realty good 
at it" Taking their advice IO heart, she signed up for real 
esla"' classes at COM. 

However, because Meek.'s income from wort goes 
to support her family, she needed extra money IO lake 
new classes at COM. She applied IO the governmen1 for 
help, bul was disqualified. "I am a widow, and I receive 
social security. Because of Iha~ I couldn'I gel financial 
aid (from the government),· she said. 

Soon after, she found oul about the availability of 
the Esther Rice, scholarship, which was perfect for her. 

· "A friend of mine is going IO nursing school, and he 
filled out a similar scholarship for males through fman
cial aid at the school," Meck said. "I went in (IO the 
COM Foundation off"lCO) and talked IO Larry Markey.• 
After they discussed her siluation, Markey gave her an 
application for the Esther Rice scholarship. 

"I fell my chances of getting ii were slim -- I didn\ 
really think I would get is" Meek said. 

In early July she received a shocker in the mail -- a 

• 

letter informing her she had woo lhe scholarship. "I was 
speechless. I was rcally shocked because there were so 
many other applicants," she said. "It was a greal honor; I 
fell very privileged IO get it.• 

Although Meck already has passed a difficult Sia"' 
exam and has received her real estate license, she is con
tinuing night school classes to get her associate's degree. 
She receives $200 per semester for one Y""" from lhe 
scholarship, which has not only been a big help, but 
opened new <loon fer her. In Sepo,rnber she began wOik
ing for Caldwell Banker Visla Realty in Dickinson. 

Meek is an inspiration for women who are unsure 
about their career, and need lhe necessary education IO 
help them make a change. Her experience shows dial as
sistance such as the Esther Rice Women in Transition 
Scholarship is available for anyone who needs it 

The scholarship is bcneljcial IO women who share 
similar circumsiances with Meek. "Any scholarship or 
financial aid for sonieone really helps,• Meek said. 

Applications for the Esther Rice Women in Transi
tion Scholarship are available in the COM Foundation 
Office in the Administration Building. For more infor
mation conlaet Markey at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-
3991, Exts. SOS or 557. 

Art Association seeks members 
The College of lhe Mainland Art Association and 

COM Amigos are co'sponsoring a free film, Uh Waler 
For Chocolate, in the Fine Arts Building, Room F-117, 
Nov. 18, 7 p.m. The Spanish vcrsioo with English sub
titles will be shown. The film has some nudity. Refresh
ments such as popcorn and soft drinks will be served. 

If you are a visual ans major or are inter1:Sled in~ 
come IO the Tuesday, Nov. IS, meeting at 12:30 p.m., 
or lhe Wednesday, Nov. 23, meeting at 3:30pm. in the 
F"me Arts Building, Room F-133. 

• • 
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Campus Life 

COM police bike patrol enhances campus security 
By RICHARD MOORE 
Slaff Reporter 

Perhaps you've noticed police officers riding bikes 
around the Colkge of the Mainland campus, aoo maybe 
you've wondered how long they've been doing it and 
why. 

1bc COM police bike patrol got its start in April 
1992 ao the result of an idea COM Police Officer Jose E. 
Villareal had. He believed police officers on bicycles 
oould more effectively coo,bat crime oo campus than po, 
lice officers in patrol cars because bicycles have acceui
bility to smaller areas than cars. 

The bike patrol, which initially had two officers, 
Villareal and Mickey House, has grown to four. COM 
police officers Arbry Clifton and Robyn Hensley now 
round out the group. 

Taking the initiative to bring his idea of a bike pa
u-ol to life, Villareal sought donations of bicycles from 
local merchants. The first two bikes were donaled by 
Wal-Mart and Kman in Texas City. However, they were 
American-made slreel bikes. not su-ong enough to stand 
up to the needs of the patrol and have been replaced. 

Villareal's idea has paid off because since its incep
tion, the bike patrol has had a positive impact on cam
pus crime. "Between February and April 1993, three CaIS 

were stolen from the college parking lot," Villareal said. 
Af1er May 1993, there were no auto thefls while the pa
u-ol was operating. 

Not only is the bike pauol a crime de1errent.. but it 
also is great public relations. "We spend some of our
time talking to students about the bike patrol," House 
said. "It allows us to get closer and more personal with 
the public to let them know lhat we are heie for them, to 
prot,ct them and to help them when they are in need." 

The bike patrol also carries rust aid kits and the offi
cers are u-ained emergency care atlaldants. 

During 1992 and 1993 the patrol operated ooly dur
ing the warm mooths (May through October) because 
they lacked cold weather equipmenL However, because 
the bike pau-ol has proven to be so successful, it now 
operares throughout the year, Villareal said. They now 
have the funds to buy the equipment they need. 

In May Villareal and House attended a week-long 
cooference in San Antonio, hosted by the International 
Police Mountain Bike Association. Police biking offi
cers from all over Nonh America auended, House said. 

"It was a great opportunity ro compare problems and 
soluiioos with other law enforcement agencies around 
the United SlaleS and Canada," Villareal said. "The fust 

COM police bikepatrolollicers line np with two Alvin city police officers during a Mountain Bike Training Seminar 
held at COM in June. Theollicenfrom left are Joe Villareal (COM), Robyn Hensley(COM), Arbry Clifton (COM), 
Robert Taylor (Alvin), Mark Savage (Alvin) and Mickey House (COM). 

bikes we had were worn beyond repair, so we were look
ing for something su-onger and lhat would last longer." 

The bikes need to be able to negotiate rough lemlin 
and even handle being ridden upstairs. Aftec examining 
different equipment at the cooference, the two officers de
cided to go with mountain bikes because they suit the 
pau-ol's needs beaor than su-eet bikes or 10-speed racers. 

After the conference. "we pun:hascd new mountain 
bikes at recloced can from Sports Town, located at I-45 
North and Nasa Rood One," Villareal said, adding lhat 
the patrol's first bikes lasted only two swnmers. 1bc 
new ooes are ""IJOCtcd to last three to foor y,,an. 

According to a pamphlet published by the Police 
Mountain Bike Association: "The use of mountain bikes 
for patrol duty is one of the fastest growing trends in law 
enforcement today. Quid. c:ost efficient and amazingly 
effective, IIIOUlll:ain bikes are Ible to bridge the gap be
tween auromobiles and fen patrols. Mountain bikes 
have proven to be swift and agile in busy urban areas as 
well as parking 1o1s, campus areas and alhletic or civic 

events. Suspects can be moved in on quiclcly and quiet
ly." Perhaps one of the most important features of using 
bicycles to patrol is that the cost of a police officer on a 
bike is l/10 of the cost of an officer patrolling in a car. 

Another benefit of the bicycles is exen:ise. "Bike of
ficers get Jots .of exercise." House said. "Training re
quin:s a minimwn of 40 hows, and 20-miles-a-day endu
rance rides and special obstacle onurses." House believes 
such rigorous u-aining is "beneficial to the deportment 
and to our physical cooditioo." 

The COM police bike patrol is looking for sponsor
ship aoo donations to send four officers to a conference 
in Milwaukee, Wis., May 1995. There they will partici
pate in competitive events, such as suspect apix,,hen
sion, speed ,acing and running an obSlaele course in 
teams of four. Tbe winning team will receive four new 
DIOIDltain bikes. 

In., emergency, COM police ean be cootacted at 
(40'J) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, ExL 599. Fa" 000· 

emergency calls or lo mate donations call, ExL 403. 

COM students suggest campus improvements at retreat 
By DORIS McCULLOM 
Guest Reporter 

Although 50 spaces were available for the College 
of the Mainland Student Retreat held at the Christian R<>
newal Center in Dickinson OcL 2 I, only 20 students 
took advantage of the opportunity to formulale solutions 
to problems they perceive at COM. 

Al the end of the day, the group coocluded that more 
stringent evaluations should be made of instructors. that 
student crganizations should be given more decision
making power in college-policy-making, and that cam
puswide communicatioo should be improved through a 
systt:m of elecu-onic signs and suggestion boxes. 

The groop also cited a specific need fur more coun
selors and said that more edmically and culturally divene 
illSU"UelOIS should be hired to act as mcnlOrS to minority 
students. The students also recommended that changes be 
made in the Student~ to include more room for=· 
lain ac&ivilies. They illso recommended lhat bookstore 
hours be extendod and that the student ~ be used 

• 

• 

to publicize crp,izational events. 

President Lany L Slallley set the tone for the re<reat 

by oompuing the college's folmer orpnizationaJ hienw
chy with the prosent Team Quality Management. He 
- that the present systt:m makes everybody feel more 
an:omtaMo. 

After President Stanley left as preammged, an out· 
side coosullant, Dr. Blair McDonald facilitated the day's 
sessioos. 

Dr. McDonald divided the large group into three 
smaller, workable groups and introduccd the Nominal 
Group Technique, a process through which the sbldents 
could formulate their ideas of what COM is like at the 
present lime for an agenda of perceived problems. Dr. 
McDonald wrore the .,..;t words of each individual on 
the boanl allowing fur oo pauilll criticism, or discus
sioo from the other .-. He then helped them com
bine similar items. Then the •lllclents voted for the iiems 
they lbooght nxm dllp(lltlill to mate a worbble qonc1a 
of problems. This process helped to clmify the c1csree or 
imponanc:e of each pen:eived problem. 

r • 

• 

• 

• 

A part of the process that poved to be nxm clarify
ing was the part in which the groups took felt tipped 
markets and newsprint an paper and aclUally ~ their 
thoughts. . 

During large group time, each of the three smaller 
groups was allowed to present its clarified ideas. Again 
votes were t.aia:n to pin down the if!}portance of eech 
point 00 the a,enda. 

Alie, lunch, the·focus was on what each group spe
cif'ICally wmts to soc happen at COM. The NOT process 
was used again to came up with agenda items. Also par
ticipants cww their ideas again. and because the drawings 
were so specific Dr. McDonald taped some of them to 
the walls to substitute for words. 

By lhe time l'Jesident Stanley renuoed at 3 p.m., 
lhe large group bad seven wodcable suggestions or solu
tioos fur their main concerns. 

The 20 studem. which included mree African Amer
icans 81"1 three Hispanic Americans, was composed of 
nine men and 1 I women, who mnged in age from recent 
high scbool &nduates to miJem. 

• 
' 
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Darde scholarship winner accomplished actress 
By BILLY KIMBROUGH 
Slaff Reporter 

A five-year-old girl's dream of becoming an ac:tress 
has paid off in big dividends for Andree Langlois, the 
frrst recipient of the prestigious Rullr M. "Pat" Darcie 

Darde theater scholarship winner Andree Langlois is 
currently appearing in COM's theater production, 
Scllool For Wl,,u, as tbe maid GeoJlletle. The comedy 
runs through Nov. 28 la tbe Arena Tbeatn, Thursdays 
thn,ugb Sallmht:,s at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. 
For tickets or 1nrormat1oo can (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext. 345. (l'llolo by Reggie SchWllnder) 

ThealOf Scholarship at College of the Mainland. 
"I bave bad a dream of a care..- in the theMer since I 

started tap dancing at the age of five," Langlois said. 
Langlois bas been a COM student since the 1993 

spring semestec and has been actively involved in COM 
theab:r poductioos since enrolling. 

She played the tide role of Peter Pan, in COM's 
summer musical Peter Pan performed at the University 
of Houston-Clear Lake and at present is playing the role 
ofGeorgeue, the maid in Moliere's classic coo,edy, The 
Scltool for Wives, which runs through Nov. 20. She 
also wao the SOW1d and video operator in David's Mother, 
a comedy/drama by Bob Randall, which closed Oct. 2. 

Langlois said her lead role as Peter Pan was the 
most memorable of any of her rol.es and that the high
light of the production was the closing show. "I was 
able to include the audience as a part of my performance 
by scattering Pixie Dust on them." 

The Pat Danle Thea1er Scholarship, awarded to Lan
glois beginning with the 1993 spring semes1er, requires 
dull the recipient be a full~timc student with a declared 
major in theater. To continue with the SCholarship the 
recipient must maintain a 3.0 grade point average. 1be 
scholarship is for $500 per semeslef and is renewed each 
semester for a maximum of four semesters with a total 

· award of $2,000. 
"The Pat Darcie Theater Scholarship is the largest 

scholarship offered by the College of the Mainland 
Foundation and Andree is the first recipient," said Law
rence E. Markey, director of COM Resource Develop
ment. 

Afttr attending school in various places in Ok.laho
ma, Nebraska and Texas, Langlois enrolled in Ursuline 
Academy in Galveston in Seplefnber 1986, and in 1989 
entered O'Connell High School in Galveston as a fresh
man. In high school she further developed her dream of 
becoming an acu-ess and graduated with honors, third in 
her class, in 1993. 

While Langlois was a junior at O'Connell, her 
mother, sister and she started a performing arts studio in 

Galveston, -"l)rialely named Broadway Boood. Their 
students nnge in age from 3 to adulthood. 

"My ~ is the productioo manager, my sistec is 
the musical director and I teach lap dancing and jazz," 
Langlois said. "I spend most or my lime at the studio." 

Langlois Im a long list of theater, musical tbeatec, 
tclevisioo and film accomplishmmll to her crediL Her 
other roles at COM include S"1nm1!r IJlfd SlfJDU, Nun
sens,, Babes in Anni, 42nd Stnet and B:,,. B:,,. Birdie. 

Langlois also has displayed her talents in every 1118-

jor - in this area. Some of these Jlelformances in
clude OU,,., IJlfd Drood at Stnnd StreetTbeatcr, Y01t'rea 
Good Man Charlie Brow• and Godsp,ll at Upper Deck 
Theater, The Sound of MMSic and The Music Man at 
Galveston Island Ouldoor Musicals, and Charlotte's Web 

· and Ro.,.o IJlfd Joliet at UHU,. 

Langlois chose COM over other colleges in the area 
so she oould be close to her family's studio in Galveston 
and cootinue to teach. 

The stmt of a typical wcrt day for Langlois begins 
at 6:30 a.m. with the first part devoted to classes and 
study at COM. After completing her role as a studen~ 
she heads for Galveston where her role changes to that of 
a leaCher at her studio. Then at approximalely 5:30 p.m. 
oo Tbwsdays and Fridays she heads back to COM to per
form in The School/or Wives. 

Aftec COM, Langlois' dream of a thealef cancer will 
grow at the University of Houston, central campus, 
where she will major in directing under the tutelage of 
Sydney Burger. . 

But before leaving COM, -she ,must lake her most 
hated required cow,e - algdn. 

Applications for the Pat Daide Theater Scholar.ihip 
are available now and must be completed and returned to 
Room A-109 in lhe Administration Building by March 
1995. 

For more infonnation concerning the Pat Dar<te 
Scholarship or any of the other scholarships available on 
the campus, cootact the Foundation Scholarship Office 
at (4()1)) 936-1211 or (713) 280-3991, ExL 557. 

Humanities Team to offer new American lit classes 
By BRAD STEVENSON 
Staff Reporter 

Registering students will find two promising new 
classes in the list of offered romes during early registra
tioo Nov. 28 and 29. 

A full two-semester American lilmllllre course will 
be offered for the first time at College of the Mainland 
by the Humanities Toan. The course, to be offered this 
spring, will be broken down into two parts: lilClalllre 
from the beginnings to 1865 and litallture from 1865 to 
the pn,senL The first class, ENGL 2326, will be taught 
by Dr. Mart SaNlen and the secood class, ENGL 2327, 
will be taught by Kathye Bergin. 

Bergin said in the past the Humanities Team "had a 
curriculum that empbasized British literature more." 
Now, however, students will get .., opportunity to take 
a class that offers a comprehensive look at American 
writers ... their e:xpuiwces. 

"We needed to provide for American literature what 
we had almidy provided for British literature, which is a 
two-w,1 .nc survey,"Berginsaid.·AfteraJl.wean an 
Amaican coUese-" 

Each coune mes an anthology, as well ao a supple
menial novel, Bergin e'Jl(ained. The teachers haven't de· 
cided which novel to use ye~ but both courses will use 
The Harper American lita3IUre Anthology. ENGL 2326 
will use Vol. I of the anthology, while ENGL 2327 
will use Vol 2. Dr. Sanders said the books are not yet 
in the bookstore but will be onlered sooo. 

ENGL 2326, which will be offered Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 11 to 12:20 p.m., will incorporate the 
literature from early America up to 1865. Studies of 
writers' philosophical rebellions will be important in 
this class, Dr. Sanders said. 

. . .•.~ .. " ., ... . ·, ,,. ·~ 

"The white settlers wanted to create a God-centered 
government, so most of the literature of that limo had a 
religious aspec~ • he said. "Certain evolutions took place 
aloog the way; some other movements (transcendental
ism and romanticism) were created to n,bel against iL" 

The couroe also will explore political lilClllture prior 
IO the Revolutionary War, journals of Spanish cooquis
ladon and explorers, Native American myths, religious 
l'oondatioos of the Pnritan colony and writings related to 
American demoaacy, Dr. Sanders said. Some oftbe ID· 

!hors included in Vol. I are Edward Taylor, Jonadlan Ed
wards. Coam Mather, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Walt Whit
man, Thomas Paine and Columbus. 

ENGL 2327, which will be offered Tuesday and 
TbUJSday evenings from 5:45 to 7:05, will focus oo lit
erature from 1865 to the presenL Bergin said students 
will stody "the relationship between history and the litcr
lllUre it produced.. 

"We'll be u-ying to see if there's such a thing as an 
American voice, or how many voices there are." she 
said. "The literature will be placed in a historical con
text." 

Sbldents also will study cootemponry short -.. 
and writings related to the Civil War, slavery, Word War 
D and Viemam. Some of the authors included in Vol. 2 
are earlier writers. such as Emily Dickinson, Mark; 
Twain and Edith Wharton; and modl,m writers such as 
William Faulkner, Rober! Frost, Ezra Pound and Richard 
WrighL 

1bc ooly prerequisites for the classes are ENGL 
1301 and ENGL 1302, which are freshman counes. Ber
gin explained students must complm both semesters of 
freshman English before they can take the sophomore 
American literature classes. ENGL 2326 and 2327, how
ever, do not bave to be taken coosec:utively. 

. 1 .•, ., 
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This is the fust time a full two-semester course of 
this kind has been offered at COM. 

"We had offered ooe semester of American lilaalure, 
but we eouldn\ cover everything." Bergin said. The class 
"ended.., being specialized," laking a narrow view of the 
literature, focusing only oo black, Indian and other elh
nie-based writings. 

"Tbls is kind of a hole in oor offerings that is being 
filled," Bergin said. "h brings ~ more in line with other 
coo,munity colleges in Texas that bavo been offering 
this two-- American literature mrvey for some 
ume.· 

Both coones are irsnsferable, with only one excep
tion. English ,najon planning to attend lhe University 
of Houston, centnI campus, must take Brilish lilOllture, 
Bergin said. 

"Anyooe who is interested in fmding out - the 
ooune can come by and taDt to me: or Dr •. ~; Ber-
gin said. . 

Members of the Hmnanities Team, including Dr. 
Sanders 111d Bergin, can be found in Suite B of the 
Leaming Reaoun:c Center. Both Dr. Sanders and Bergin 
can be rontacted 81 (40'J) 938-1624 or (713) 21Kl-3991 at 
Exts. 356 aoo 223 resi-ively. 

Open meeting with COM deans 
College of the Mainland is inteRstod in improving 

studenlS' leaining environmenL Students are invited to 
at1enc1 an open meeting wilh Dr. Donald G. Bass. dean or 
1nstruc1ioo and Student Developmen~ and Dr. Henry D. 
Pope, dean of F"mancial Services, ID discua any campus 
issues or co,,cems they may have. 

The next meeting will be Nov. 10 in the Adminis
lnltioo Building, Room A-127, at 12:30 p.m. 
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Sports/Entertainment 

COM's volleyball team spiked its way to fU"St place in lbt GCIC Sports Day volleyball tournament held Oct. 27 at 
Alvin Community College. Pictured rront row from left: Thang Nguyen, Michelle Barringer, Roxie Sittig and Ewa 
Gorses. Back row: Drew Koerner, Chris Hoot and Bruce Alexander. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 
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CO M's softball team battled area colleges to take first place in the GCIC Sports Day tournament held Oct. 27 at the 
Friendswood Sports Park. Pictured front row frool left: Mimi Smothers,Jobn Mayes,Larry Edwards, Vince Garcia 
and Brad Hayes. Second row: Kerry Higgins, Lori Sweatt, Monica Banuelos, Roy Luksch, Sergio Renovato
Vasquez, Becky Manuel and Nathan Abrasboff. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM's Turkey Trot set Nov.19 
By LIZ CADDELL ' Three additonal events are scheduled to run consecp-
Staff Reporter Lively beginning at 9 a.m. wilh a 1-mile walk/run which 

Walk, run or trot to the 18th Annual Pre· 
Thanksgiving Day Turkey Trot Nov. 19 sponsored by 
the Student Activities Board. Four separate events are 
scheduled to begin at 8:45 a.m. at the College of lhe 
Mainland gym for several age divisions beginning with 
14 and younger. 15 to 19. 20 to 29, 30 to 39, 40 to 49, 
50 to 59, and 60 and older. 

A 1/4 mile walk/run event for children IO and 
youngtt will award certificates to the overall male and fe. 
male winner. Supervision will be provided for children 
of participating parents. Entry fee is $9 per person. 

will present trophies to overall first- and second-place 
male and female winners. A frrst place uophy awarded in 
each age division. • 

Trophies will also be awarded in the 3-mile and the 
&-mile walk/run events. A $13 per person fe.e must ac
company the entty form that is available at various loca· 
lions on campus. Entry forms can be dropped off or 
mailed to College of lhe Mainland, Recreational Pro
grams. 1200 Amburn Road, Texas City. Texas 77591. 

For additional infonnation contact the Maryann. 
Urick, Recreational Programs coordinator. by calling 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext 417, 
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GCIC Day promotes 
good sportsmanship 
Continued from Page 1-----------

Area colleges competing this fall were Brazosport 
College, Galveston Community College, Houston 
Community College, Lee College in Baytown and King
wood College. Also competing were North Harris Col
lege, San Jacinto College Central, San Jacinto College 
North, San Jacinto College Soolh and Tomball College. 

COM student Taylor Bell took first-place out of the 
12 participants in the 8-bali event 

Members of the frrst-place COM volleyball team in
cluded Bruce Alexander, Michelle Barringer, Ewa Gurses. 
Chris Hoo~ Drew Koerner and Thang Nguyen. 

Toe first-place COM softball team consisted of Na
than Abrashoff, Monica Banuelos, Larry Edwards. Vince 
Garcia, Brad lll!yes. Kerry Higgins, Roy Luksch, Becky 
Manuel, John Myers, Sergio·Renovato·Vasquez, Mimi 
Smothers and Lori Sweatt. 

"We should be very proud of our students; lhey did 
so well," said Maryann Urick, coordinator of COM Rec
reational Programs. 

This fall COM placed first in more events than it 
had the previous year. During the fall '93 Sports Day 
which was held Oct 21 at COM. lhe college won frrst 
place in volleyball, first and second place in table tennis, 
second place in 8-ball and in basketball and third place in 
men's tennis. 

Olher first-place winners of the fail '94 GCIC 
Sports Day evenLS included: San Jacinto South in 3-on·3 
basketball, men's raquetball and women's tennis; North 
Harris College in table tennis and men's lennis; and San 
Jacinto Central in women's racquetball. 

Scores for the GCIC howling tornament held Nov. 
9 at North Harris College were not available at press 
time. 

The Spring GCIC Sports Day will be hosted by 
. Kingwood College on Man:h 22. In addition to GCIC 

Sports Day, the GCIC howling tournament will be held 
Man:h 30 at Tomball College and lhe beach volleyball 
and golf competitions will be held April 18 at Galveston 
College, 

Easy victory for winners 

COM student Dan Carlson, left,andJat:k Westin, 
coordinator of the Arena Theatre and theater 
instructor, com.peted against one another in the 
COM Student and Employee Racquetball 
Tournament Oct. 6. The pair were the only 
CGDtestants in the tournament. Westin took first 
place which placed Carlson second. 

(Photo by Maryann Urick) 
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SAB presents movie 
College of the Mainland will present a free show

ing, sponsored by the Student Activities Board, of the 
movie 11 Could Happen to Ypu: Nov. 18 and 19 at 7 
p.m. in the Learning Resource Center Auditorium, L-
131. 

The PCi·rated movie stars' Nicolas Cage as a police 
officer, who finds he has enough cash to pay his restau
raot bill but comes up short for a tip. Cage holds up a 
lottery ticket and vows to the waitress. played by Bridget 
Fonda, that if his ticket wins he will split the earnings 
wilh her to make up for the tip. 

Rosie Perez plays Cage's greedy wife, who is not at 
all happy to share their new-found weallh. much less 
split the mooey with a complete stranger. 

The movie is open to the community and all COM 
students. staff and faculty. 

Art gallery features exhibit 
College of the Mainland's Fine Arts Gallery will 

present Lawrenee McFarland's Views Of Italy Nov. 9 
through Dec, 6, There will be a gallery discussion wilh 
lhe artist followed by a recepticm in the gallery Nov, 9 at 
I p,m, Gallery hours are Tuesday and Wednsday 8:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and Thursday. 8:30 a.m. to I p.m. 

For other times available by appointment call Mona 
Marshall. art gallery director. at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991. Ext. 354. 
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COM's GCIC Sports Day 8-ball champ 

COM student Taylor BeilofSante Fe takes first place in the GCIC Sports Day 8-ball tournament held at Alvin 
Community College Oct. 27. The 8-ball tournament is one of many events in which area colleges compete 
against one another. OtherGCIC Sports Day events include table tennis,3-on-3 basketbal~softbal~ volleyball, 
tennis and racquetball (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

16th Century comes to life in Texas countryside 
By BILLY KIMBROUGH 
Staff Reporter 

"Relive the Magic" of the year 1534 of King Henry 
Vlll's merry old England and step back into lhe 161h cen
tury English countryside of the Texas Renaissance Festi· 
val. -»< ' ~ _ __,. 

The last chance to attend is this weekend with the 
College of the Mainland trip set for Sarurday, Nov, 12, 
However. the COM vehicles are full, but anyone wish· 
ing to join may do so with private transportation. The 
COM vehicles leave at 8 a.m. and return at 7 p.m. 

Discount tickets at $11.95 for adults, $5,95 for chil
dren 5-12 may be purchased at H.E.B, Food Stores or at 
the regular price at the gate. The regular price tickets are 
$12.95 for adults, $1 L95 for seniors and $6.95 for chil
dren S· 12. All children under 5 are free. The festival 
grounds are located 50 miles north of Houston, just 

south of Plantersville, on FM 1774. 
Eleven stages and six music gazebos present oontin· 

uous perfcnnances by magicians, minstrels, fire.jugglers 
and swashbuckling comedians. Other shows include sto-
rytellers, jesters and musicians playing 16th century in· 
struments. 

Countless other shows are presented along lhe paths 
of lhe festival including the immensely popular belly 
dancing. Wandering minstrels, lroubadours and 161h cen
buy music ensembles perform ballads, madrigals and hu
morous songs often accompanie.d on such instruments as 
lhe lute, harp. dulcimer, penny whistle, fiddle and bag
pipe. 

The age.ald techniques of falconry, glass blowing 
and candle making are some of the educational demon
strations that bring the fascinating 16th century to life. 
Two authentic reproductions of a coin mint and the Jo
hannes Gutenberg 15th century printing press allow the 

A 16th Century charioteer maneuvers his chariot to the starting line of the races at the Teus Renaissance Festival 
grounds in Plantersville. The festival which runs weekenm through Nov. 12 offers a wide range of activities and 
events in addition to chariot races. Visitors can enjoy performances· by jugglers, watch demonstrations of candle 
making, shop in the marketplace and much, much m.ore. (Photo courtesy oftbe Texm Renaissance Festival) 
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viewer to experience the making of coins and the new 
printing tecniques in existence during the period. 

For the serious shopper in this 16th century extrava
ganza. the replica marketplace consists of more lhan 250 
shops. It is not the mall, but no taste is left wanting, 
and if you get tired shopping you can alw3ys stop and 
watch the exotic belly dancers and think about other 
days. 

Save the day of your visit, as the one day you will 
not worry about your diet 

More than 50 food and beverage shops cater to every 
taste. These shops offer ethnic food that ranges from 
Scotch eggs to smolhered Polish kielbasa, fresh baked 
Italian pizza or French quiche to Wienec schnitzel, Reu· 
hen sandwiches and the pcrrenial favorite: turkey legs. 
The health conscious gounnet can enjoy fresh.fruit ka· 
bob to grilled shrimp. For-dessert you can choose pies, 
cakes., ice cream and frozen lemonade. 

COM choirs schedule 
several performances 

James Heffel, director of the College of the Main
land music department. will present the Gentlemen 
Songsters in Taste of the Town in lhe Mall of the Main
land Food Court Nov. 13 at 6 p,m. 

The Texas City/La Marque Chamber of Commerce 
is sponsoring the program for which area restaurants Will 
supply food samples. 

Tickets for the program are $15. For more informa
tion, call the chamber'ar (409) 935-1408. or come by 
their locaticm at 8419 Emmeu F. Lowry Expressway. 

The COM Singers, Gentlemen Songsters, and the 
Studio Singers -- COM's show choir .. will perform 
Thursday. Dec. I. at 7:30 p.m. in lhe Fine Arts Build
ing. Room F-117. 

The choirs will sing "everything under the sun," 
Heffel said, "everything froin music of the Renaissance 
to lhe popular charts of today." 

Moody Gardens in Galveston will present a Christ
mas Spectacular Dec. IO. from noon to 5 p,m. The 
COM Singers will perform I to 1:45 p,m. 

Choirs from the University of Houston, central 
campus, and Rice University in Houston, as well as 
choirs from local high schools. elementary schools and 
area chun:hes also will perform, 
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Sports/Entertainment 

COM's volleyball team spiked its way to fU"St place in lbt GCIC Sports Day volleyball tournament held Oct. 27 at 
Alvin Community College. Pictured rront row from left: Thang Nguyen, Michelle Barringer, Roxie Sittig and Ewa 
Gorses. Back row: Drew Koerner, Chris Hoot and Bruce Alexander. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 
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CO M's softball team battled area colleges to take first place in the GCIC Sports Day tournament held Oct. 27 at the 
Friendswood Sports Park. Pictured front row frool left: Mimi Smothers,Jobn Mayes,Larry Edwards, Vince Garcia 
and Brad Hayes. Second row: Kerry Higgins, Lori Sweatt, Monica Banuelos, Roy Luksch, Sergio Renovato
Vasquez, Becky Manuel and Nathan Abrasboff. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM's Turkey Trot set Nov.19 
By LIZ CADDELL ' Three additonal events are scheduled to run consecp-
Staff Reporter Lively beginning at 9 a.m. wilh a 1-mile walk/run which 

Walk, run or trot to the 18th Annual Pre· 
Thanksgiving Day Turkey Trot Nov. 19 sponsored by 
the Student Activities Board. Four separate events are 
scheduled to begin at 8:45 a.m. at the College of lhe 
Mainland gym for several age divisions beginning with 
14 and younger. 15 to 19. 20 to 29, 30 to 39, 40 to 49, 
50 to 59, and 60 and older. 

A 1/4 mile walk/run event for children IO and 
youngtt will award certificates to the overall male and fe. 
male winner. Supervision will be provided for children 
of participating parents. Entry fee is $9 per person. 

will present trophies to overall first- and second-place 
male and female winners. A frrst place uophy awarded in 
each age division. • 

Trophies will also be awarded in the 3-mile and the 
&-mile walk/run events. A $13 per person fe.e must ac
company the entty form that is available at various loca· 
lions on campus. Entry forms can be dropped off or 
mailed to College of lhe Mainland, Recreational Pro
grams. 1200 Amburn Road, Texas City. Texas 77591. 

For additional infonnation contact the Maryann. 
Urick, Recreational Programs coordinator. by calling 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext 417, 
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GCIC Day promotes 
good sportsmanship 
Continued from Page 1-----------

Area colleges competing this fall were Brazosport 
College, Galveston Community College, Houston 
Community College, Lee College in Baytown and King
wood College. Also competing were North Harris Col
lege, San Jacinto College Central, San Jacinto College 
North, San Jacinto College Soolh and Tomball College. 

COM student Taylor Bell took first-place out of the 
12 participants in the 8-bali event 

Members of the frrst-place COM volleyball team in
cluded Bruce Alexander, Michelle Barringer, Ewa Gurses. 
Chris Hoo~ Drew Koerner and Thang Nguyen. 

Toe first-place COM softball team consisted of Na
than Abrashoff, Monica Banuelos, Larry Edwards. Vince 
Garcia, Brad lll!yes. Kerry Higgins, Roy Luksch, Becky 
Manuel, John Myers, Sergio·Renovato·Vasquez, Mimi 
Smothers and Lori Sweatt. 

"We should be very proud of our students; lhey did 
so well," said Maryann Urick, coordinator of COM Rec
reational Programs. 

This fall COM placed first in more events than it 
had the previous year. During the fall '93 Sports Day 
which was held Oct 21 at COM. lhe college won frrst 
place in volleyball, first and second place in table tennis, 
second place in 8-ball and in basketball and third place in 
men's tennis. 

Olher first-place winners of the fail '94 GCIC 
Sports Day evenLS included: San Jacinto South in 3-on·3 
basketball, men's raquetball and women's tennis; North 
Harris College in table tennis and men's lennis; and San 
Jacinto Central in women's racquetball. 

Scores for the GCIC howling tornament held Nov. 
9 at North Harris College were not available at press 
time. 

The Spring GCIC Sports Day will be hosted by 
. Kingwood College on Man:h 22. In addition to GCIC 

Sports Day, the GCIC howling tournament will be held 
Man:h 30 at Tomball College and lhe beach volleyball 
and golf competitions will be held April 18 at Galveston 
College, 

Easy victory for winners 

COM student Dan Carlson, left,andJat:k Westin, 
coordinator of the Arena Theatre and theater 
instructor, com.peted against one another in the 
COM Student and Employee Racquetball 
Tournament Oct. 6. The pair were the only 
CGDtestants in the tournament. Westin took first 
place which placed Carlson second. 

(Photo by Maryann Urick) 
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SAB presents movie 
College of the Mainland will present a free show

ing, sponsored by the Student Activities Board, of the 
movie 11 Could Happen to Ypu: Nov. 18 and 19 at 7 
p.m. in the Learning Resource Center Auditorium, L-
131. 

The PCi·rated movie stars' Nicolas Cage as a police 
officer, who finds he has enough cash to pay his restau
raot bill but comes up short for a tip. Cage holds up a 
lottery ticket and vows to the waitress. played by Bridget 
Fonda, that if his ticket wins he will split the earnings 
wilh her to make up for the tip. 

Rosie Perez plays Cage's greedy wife, who is not at 
all happy to share their new-found weallh. much less 
split the mooey with a complete stranger. 

The movie is open to the community and all COM 
students. staff and faculty. 

Art gallery features exhibit 
College of the Mainland's Fine Arts Gallery will 

present Lawrenee McFarland's Views Of Italy Nov. 9 
through Dec, 6, There will be a gallery discussion wilh 
lhe artist followed by a recepticm in the gallery Nov, 9 at 
I p,m, Gallery hours are Tuesday and Wednsday 8:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and Thursday. 8:30 a.m. to I p.m. 

For other times available by appointment call Mona 
Marshall. art gallery director. at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991. Ext. 354. 
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COM's GCIC Sports Day 8-ball champ 

COM student Taylor BeilofSante Fe takes first place in the GCIC Sports Day 8-ball tournament held at Alvin 
Community College Oct. 27. The 8-ball tournament is one of many events in which area colleges compete 
against one another. OtherGCIC Sports Day events include table tennis,3-on-3 basketbal~softbal~ volleyball, 
tennis and racquetball (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

16th Century comes to life in Texas countryside 
By BILLY KIMBROUGH 
Staff Reporter 

"Relive the Magic" of the year 1534 of King Henry 
Vlll's merry old England and step back into lhe 161h cen
tury English countryside of the Texas Renaissance Festi· 
val. -»< ' ~ _ __,. 

The last chance to attend is this weekend with the 
College of the Mainland trip set for Sarurday, Nov, 12, 
However. the COM vehicles are full, but anyone wish· 
ing to join may do so with private transportation. The 
COM vehicles leave at 8 a.m. and return at 7 p.m. 

Discount tickets at $11.95 for adults, $5,95 for chil
dren 5-12 may be purchased at H.E.B, Food Stores or at 
the regular price at the gate. The regular price tickets are 
$12.95 for adults, $1 L95 for seniors and $6.95 for chil
dren S· 12. All children under 5 are free. The festival 
grounds are located 50 miles north of Houston, just 

south of Plantersville, on FM 1774. 
Eleven stages and six music gazebos present oontin· 

uous perfcnnances by magicians, minstrels, fire.jugglers 
and swashbuckling comedians. Other shows include sto-
rytellers, jesters and musicians playing 16th century in· 
struments. 

Countless other shows are presented along lhe paths 
of lhe festival including the immensely popular belly 
dancing. Wandering minstrels, lroubadours and 161h cen
buy music ensembles perform ballads, madrigals and hu
morous songs often accompanie.d on such instruments as 
lhe lute, harp. dulcimer, penny whistle, fiddle and bag
pipe. 

The age.ald techniques of falconry, glass blowing 
and candle making are some of the educational demon
strations that bring the fascinating 16th century to life. 
Two authentic reproductions of a coin mint and the Jo
hannes Gutenberg 15th century printing press allow the 

A 16th Century charioteer maneuvers his chariot to the starting line of the races at the Teus Renaissance Festival 
grounds in Plantersville. The festival which runs weekenm through Nov. 12 offers a wide range of activities and 
events in addition to chariot races. Visitors can enjoy performances· by jugglers, watch demonstrations of candle 
making, shop in the marketplace and much, much m.ore. (Photo courtesy oftbe Texm Renaissance Festival) 
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viewer to experience the making of coins and the new 
printing tecniques in existence during the period. 

For the serious shopper in this 16th century extrava
ganza. the replica marketplace consists of more lhan 250 
shops. It is not the mall, but no taste is left wanting, 
and if you get tired shopping you can alw3ys stop and 
watch the exotic belly dancers and think about other 
days. 

Save the day of your visit, as the one day you will 
not worry about your diet 

More than 50 food and beverage shops cater to every 
taste. These shops offer ethnic food that ranges from 
Scotch eggs to smolhered Polish kielbasa, fresh baked 
Italian pizza or French quiche to Wienec schnitzel, Reu· 
hen sandwiches and the pcrrenial favorite: turkey legs. 
The health conscious gounnet can enjoy fresh.fruit ka· 
bob to grilled shrimp. For-dessert you can choose pies, 
cakes., ice cream and frozen lemonade. 

COM choirs schedule 
several performances 

James Heffel, director of the College of the Main
land music department. will present the Gentlemen 
Songsters in Taste of the Town in lhe Mall of the Main
land Food Court Nov. 13 at 6 p,m. 

The Texas City/La Marque Chamber of Commerce 
is sponsoring the program for which area restaurants Will 
supply food samples. 

Tickets for the program are $15. For more informa
tion, call the chamber'ar (409) 935-1408. or come by 
their locaticm at 8419 Emmeu F. Lowry Expressway. 

The COM Singers, Gentlemen Songsters, and the 
Studio Singers -- COM's show choir .. will perform 
Thursday. Dec. I. at 7:30 p.m. in lhe Fine Arts Build
ing. Room F-117. 

The choirs will sing "everything under the sun," 
Heffel said, "everything froin music of the Renaissance 
to lhe popular charts of today." 

Moody Gardens in Galveston will present a Christ
mas Spectacular Dec. IO. from noon to 5 p,m. The 
COM Singers will perform I to 1:45 p,m. 

Choirs from the University of Houston, central 
campus, and Rice University in Houston, as well as 
choirs from local high schools. elementary schools and 
area chun:hes also will perform, 
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Campus Life 

COM police bike patrol enhances campus security 
By RICHARD MOORE 
Slaff Reporter 

Perhaps you've noticed police officers riding bikes 
around the Colkge of the Mainland campus, aoo maybe 
you've wondered how long they've been doing it and 
why. 

1bc COM police bike patrol got its start in April 
1992 ao the result of an idea COM Police Officer Jose E. 
Villareal had. He believed police officers on bicycles 
oould more effectively coo,bat crime oo campus than po, 
lice officers in patrol cars because bicycles have acceui
bility to smaller areas than cars. 

The bike patrol, which initially had two officers, 
Villareal and Mickey House, has grown to four. COM 
police officers Arbry Clifton and Robyn Hensley now 
round out the group. 

Taking the initiative to bring his idea of a bike pa
u-ol to life, Villareal sought donations of bicycles from 
local merchants. The first two bikes were donaled by 
Wal-Mart and Kman in Texas City. However, they were 
American-made slreel bikes. not su-ong enough to stand 
up to the needs of the patrol and have been replaced. 

Villareal's idea has paid off because since its incep
tion, the bike patrol has had a positive impact on cam
pus crime. "Between February and April 1993, three CaIS 

were stolen from the college parking lot," Villareal said. 
Af1er May 1993, there were no auto thefls while the pa
u-ol was operating. 

Not only is the bike pauol a crime de1errent.. but it 
also is great public relations. "We spend some of our
time talking to students about the bike patrol," House 
said. "It allows us to get closer and more personal with 
the public to let them know lhat we are heie for them, to 
prot,ct them and to help them when they are in need." 

The bike patrol also carries rust aid kits and the offi
cers are u-ained emergency care atlaldants. 

During 1992 and 1993 the patrol operated ooly dur
ing the warm mooths (May through October) because 
they lacked cold weather equipmenL However, because 
the bike pau-ol has proven to be so successful, it now 
operares throughout the year, Villareal said. They now 
have the funds to buy the equipment they need. 

In May Villareal and House attended a week-long 
cooference in San Antonio, hosted by the International 
Police Mountain Bike Association. Police biking offi
cers from all over Nonh America auended, House said. 

"It was a great opportunity ro compare problems and 
soluiioos with other law enforcement agencies around 
the United SlaleS and Canada," Villareal said. "The fust 

COM police bikepatrolollicers line np with two Alvin city police officers during a Mountain Bike Training Seminar 
held at COM in June. Theollicenfrom left are Joe Villareal (COM), Robyn Hensley(COM), Arbry Clifton (COM), 
Robert Taylor (Alvin), Mark Savage (Alvin) and Mickey House (COM). 

bikes we had were worn beyond repair, so we were look
ing for something su-onger and lhat would last longer." 

The bikes need to be able to negotiate rough lemlin 
and even handle being ridden upstairs. Aftec examining 
different equipment at the cooference, the two officers de
cided to go with mountain bikes because they suit the 
pau-ol's needs beaor than su-eet bikes or 10-speed racers. 

After the conference. "we pun:hascd new mountain 
bikes at recloced can from Sports Town, located at I-45 
North and Nasa Rood One," Villareal said, adding lhat 
the patrol's first bikes lasted only two swnmers. 1bc 
new ooes are ""IJOCtcd to last three to foor y,,an. 

According to a pamphlet published by the Police 
Mountain Bike Association: "The use of mountain bikes 
for patrol duty is one of the fastest growing trends in law 
enforcement today. Quid. c:ost efficient and amazingly 
effective, IIIOUlll:ain bikes are Ible to bridge the gap be
tween auromobiles and fen patrols. Mountain bikes 
have proven to be swift and agile in busy urban areas as 
well as parking 1o1s, campus areas and alhletic or civic 

events. Suspects can be moved in on quiclcly and quiet
ly." Perhaps one of the most important features of using 
bicycles to patrol is that the cost of a police officer on a 
bike is l/10 of the cost of an officer patrolling in a car. 

Another benefit of the bicycles is exen:ise. "Bike of
ficers get Jots .of exercise." House said. "Training re
quin:s a minimwn of 40 hows, and 20-miles-a-day endu
rance rides and special obstacle onurses." House believes 
such rigorous u-aining is "beneficial to the deportment 
and to our physical cooditioo." 

The COM police bike patrol is looking for sponsor
ship aoo donations to send four officers to a conference 
in Milwaukee, Wis., May 1995. There they will partici
pate in competitive events, such as suspect apix,,hen
sion, speed ,acing and running an obSlaele course in 
teams of four. Tbe winning team will receive four new 
DIOIDltain bikes. 

In., emergency, COM police ean be cootacted at 
(40'J) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, ExL 599. Fa" 000· 

emergency calls or lo mate donations call, ExL 403. 

COM students suggest campus improvements at retreat 
By DORIS McCULLOM 
Guest Reporter 

Although 50 spaces were available for the College 
of the Mainland Student Retreat held at the Christian R<>
newal Center in Dickinson OcL 2 I, only 20 students 
took advantage of the opportunity to formulale solutions 
to problems they perceive at COM. 

Al the end of the day, the group coocluded that more 
stringent evaluations should be made of instructors. that 
student crganizations should be given more decision
making power in college-policy-making, and that cam
puswide communicatioo should be improved through a 
systt:m of elecu-onic signs and suggestion boxes. 

The groop also cited a specific need fur more coun
selors and said that more edmically and culturally divene 
illSU"UelOIS should be hired to act as mcnlOrS to minority 
students. The students also recommended that changes be 
made in the Student~ to include more room for=· 
lain ac&ivilies. They illso recommended lhat bookstore 
hours be extendod and that the student ~ be used 

• 

• 

to publicize crp,izational events. 

President Lany L Slallley set the tone for the re<reat 

by oompuing the college's folmer orpnizationaJ hienw
chy with the prosent Team Quality Management. He 
- that the present systt:m makes everybody feel more 
an:omtaMo. 

After President Stanley left as preammged, an out· 
side coosullant, Dr. Blair McDonald facilitated the day's 
sessioos. 

Dr. McDonald divided the large group into three 
smaller, workable groups and introduccd the Nominal 
Group Technique, a process through which the sbldents 
could formulate their ideas of what COM is like at the 
present lime for an agenda of perceived problems. Dr. 
McDonald wrore the .,..;t words of each individual on 
the boanl allowing fur oo pauilll criticism, or discus
sioo from the other .-. He then helped them com
bine similar items. Then the •lllclents voted for the iiems 
they lbooght nxm dllp(lltlill to mate a worbble qonc1a 
of problems. This process helped to clmify the c1csree or 
imponanc:e of each pen:eived problem. 

r • 

• 

• 
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A part of the process that poved to be nxm clarify
ing was the part in which the groups took felt tipped 
markets and newsprint an paper and aclUally ~ their 
thoughts. . 

During large group time, each of the three smaller 
groups was allowed to present its clarified ideas. Again 
votes were t.aia:n to pin down the if!}portance of eech 
point 00 the a,enda. 

Alie, lunch, the·focus was on what each group spe
cif'ICally wmts to soc happen at COM. The NOT process 
was used again to came up with agenda items. Also par
ticipants cww their ideas again. and because the drawings 
were so specific Dr. McDonald taped some of them to 
the walls to substitute for words. 

By lhe time l'Jesident Stanley renuoed at 3 p.m., 
lhe large group bad seven wodcable suggestions or solu
tioos fur their main concerns. 

The 20 studem. which included mree African Amer
icans 81"1 three Hispanic Americans, was composed of 
nine men and 1 I women, who mnged in age from recent 
high scbool &nduates to miJem. 

• 
' 
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Darde scholarship winner accomplished actress 
By BILLY KIMBROUGH 
Slaff Reporter 

A five-year-old girl's dream of becoming an ac:tress 
has paid off in big dividends for Andree Langlois, the 
frrst recipient of the prestigious Rullr M. "Pat" Darcie 

Darde theater scholarship winner Andree Langlois is 
currently appearing in COM's theater production, 
Scllool For Wl,,u, as tbe maid GeoJlletle. The comedy 
runs through Nov. 28 la tbe Arena Tbeatn, Thursdays 
thn,ugb Sallmht:,s at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. 
For tickets or 1nrormat1oo can (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext. 345. (l'llolo by Reggie SchWllnder) 

ThealOf Scholarship at College of the Mainland. 
"I bave bad a dream of a care..- in the theMer since I 

started tap dancing at the age of five," Langlois said. 
Langlois bas been a COM student since the 1993 

spring semestec and has been actively involved in COM 
theab:r poductioos since enrolling. 

She played the tide role of Peter Pan, in COM's 
summer musical Peter Pan performed at the University 
of Houston-Clear Lake and at present is playing the role 
ofGeorgeue, the maid in Moliere's classic coo,edy, The 
Scltool for Wives, which runs through Nov. 20. She 
also wao the SOW1d and video operator in David's Mother, 
a comedy/drama by Bob Randall, which closed Oct. 2. 

Langlois said her lead role as Peter Pan was the 
most memorable of any of her rol.es and that the high
light of the production was the closing show. "I was 
able to include the audience as a part of my performance 
by scattering Pixie Dust on them." 

The Pat Danle Thea1er Scholarship, awarded to Lan
glois beginning with the 1993 spring semes1er, requires 
dull the recipient be a full~timc student with a declared 
major in theater. To continue with the SCholarship the 
recipient must maintain a 3.0 grade point average. 1be 
scholarship is for $500 per semeslef and is renewed each 
semester for a maximum of four semesters with a total 

· award of $2,000. 
"The Pat Darcie Theater Scholarship is the largest 

scholarship offered by the College of the Mainland 
Foundation and Andree is the first recipient," said Law
rence E. Markey, director of COM Resource Develop
ment. 

Afttr attending school in various places in Ok.laho
ma, Nebraska and Texas, Langlois enrolled in Ursuline 
Academy in Galveston in Seplefnber 1986, and in 1989 
entered O'Connell High School in Galveston as a fresh
man. In high school she further developed her dream of 
becoming an acu-ess and graduated with honors, third in 
her class, in 1993. 

While Langlois was a junior at O'Connell, her 
mother, sister and she started a performing arts studio in 

Galveston, -"l)rialely named Broadway Boood. Their 
students nnge in age from 3 to adulthood. 

"My ~ is the productioo manager, my sistec is 
the musical director and I teach lap dancing and jazz," 
Langlois said. "I spend most or my lime at the studio." 

Langlois Im a long list of theater, musical tbeatec, 
tclevisioo and film accomplishmmll to her crediL Her 
other roles at COM include S"1nm1!r IJlfd SlfJDU, Nun
sens,, Babes in Anni, 42nd Stnet and B:,,. B:,,. Birdie. 

Langlois also has displayed her talents in every 1118-

jor - in this area. Some of these Jlelformances in
clude OU,,., IJlfd Drood at Stnnd StreetTbeatcr, Y01t'rea 
Good Man Charlie Brow• and Godsp,ll at Upper Deck 
Theater, The Sound of MMSic and The Music Man at 
Galveston Island Ouldoor Musicals, and Charlotte's Web 

· and Ro.,.o IJlfd Joliet at UHU,. 

Langlois chose COM over other colleges in the area 
so she oould be close to her family's studio in Galveston 
and cootinue to teach. 

The stmt of a typical wcrt day for Langlois begins 
at 6:30 a.m. with the first part devoted to classes and 
study at COM. After completing her role as a studen~ 
she heads for Galveston where her role changes to that of 
a leaCher at her studio. Then at approximalely 5:30 p.m. 
oo Tbwsdays and Fridays she heads back to COM to per
form in The School/or Wives. 

Aftec COM, Langlois' dream of a thealef cancer will 
grow at the University of Houston, central campus, 
where she will major in directing under the tutelage of 
Sydney Burger. . 

But before leaving COM, -she ,must lake her most 
hated required cow,e - algdn. 

Applications for the Pat Daide Theater Scholar.ihip 
are available now and must be completed and returned to 
Room A-109 in lhe Administration Building by March 
1995. 

For more infonnation concerning the Pat Dar<te 
Scholarship or any of the other scholarships available on 
the campus, cootact the Foundation Scholarship Office 
at (4()1)) 936-1211 or (713) 280-3991, ExL 557. 

Humanities Team to offer new American lit classes 
By BRAD STEVENSON 
Staff Reporter 

Registering students will find two promising new 
classes in the list of offered romes during early registra
tioo Nov. 28 and 29. 

A full two-semester American lilmllllre course will 
be offered for the first time at College of the Mainland 
by the Humanities Toan. The course, to be offered this 
spring, will be broken down into two parts: lilClalllre 
from the beginnings to 1865 and litallture from 1865 to 
the pn,senL The first class, ENGL 2326, will be taught 
by Dr. Mart SaNlen and the secood class, ENGL 2327, 
will be taught by Kathye Bergin. 

Bergin said in the past the Humanities Team "had a 
curriculum that empbasized British literature more." 
Now, however, students will get .., opportunity to take 
a class that offers a comprehensive look at American 
writers ... their e:xpuiwces. 

"We needed to provide for American literature what 
we had almidy provided for British literature, which is a 
two-w,1 .nc survey,"Berginsaid.·AfteraJl.wean an 
Amaican coUese-" 

Each coune mes an anthology, as well ao a supple
menial novel, Bergin e'Jl(ained. The teachers haven't de· 
cided which novel to use ye~ but both courses will use 
The Harper American lita3IUre Anthology. ENGL 2326 
will use Vol. I of the anthology, while ENGL 2327 
will use Vol 2. Dr. Sanders said the books are not yet 
in the bookstore but will be onlered sooo. 

ENGL 2326, which will be offered Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 11 to 12:20 p.m., will incorporate the 
literature from early America up to 1865. Studies of 
writers' philosophical rebellions will be important in 
this class, Dr. Sanders said. 

. . .•.~ .. " ., ... . ·, ,,. ·~ 

"The white settlers wanted to create a God-centered 
government, so most of the literature of that limo had a 
religious aspec~ • he said. "Certain evolutions took place 
aloog the way; some other movements (transcendental
ism and romanticism) were created to n,bel against iL" 

The couroe also will explore political lilClllture prior 
IO the Revolutionary War, journals of Spanish cooquis
ladon and explorers, Native American myths, religious 
l'oondatioos of the Pnritan colony and writings related to 
American demoaacy, Dr. Sanders said. Some oftbe ID· 

!hors included in Vol. I are Edward Taylor, Jonadlan Ed
wards. Coam Mather, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Walt Whit
man, Thomas Paine and Columbus. 

ENGL 2327, which will be offered Tuesday and 
TbUJSday evenings from 5:45 to 7:05, will focus oo lit
erature from 1865 to the presenL Bergin said students 
will stody "the relationship between history and the litcr
lllUre it produced.. 

"We'll be u-ying to see if there's such a thing as an 
American voice, or how many voices there are." she 
said. "The literature will be placed in a historical con
text." 

Sbldents also will study cootemponry short -.. 
and writings related to the Civil War, slavery, Word War 
D and Viemam. Some of the authors included in Vol. 2 
are earlier writers. such as Emily Dickinson, Mark; 
Twain and Edith Wharton; and modl,m writers such as 
William Faulkner, Rober! Frost, Ezra Pound and Richard 
WrighL 

1bc ooly prerequisites for the classes are ENGL 
1301 and ENGL 1302, which are freshman counes. Ber
gin explained students must complm both semesters of 
freshman English before they can take the sophomore 
American literature classes. ENGL 2326 and 2327, how
ever, do not bave to be taken coosec:utively. 

. 1 .•, ., 
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This is the fust time a full two-semester course of 
this kind has been offered at COM. 

"We had offered ooe semester of American lilaalure, 
but we eouldn\ cover everything." Bergin said. The class 
"ended.., being specialized," laking a narrow view of the 
literature, focusing only oo black, Indian and other elh
nie-based writings. 

"Tbls is kind of a hole in oor offerings that is being 
filled," Bergin said. "h brings ~ more in line with other 
coo,munity colleges in Texas that bavo been offering 
this two-- American literature mrvey for some 
ume.· 

Both coones are irsnsferable, with only one excep
tion. English ,najon planning to attend lhe University 
of Houston, centnI campus, must take Brilish lilOllture, 
Bergin said. 

"Anyooe who is interested in fmding out - the 
ooune can come by and taDt to me: or Dr •. ~; Ber-
gin said. . 

Members of the Hmnanities Team, including Dr. 
Sanders 111d Bergin, can be found in Suite B of the 
Leaming Reaoun:c Center. Both Dr. Sanders and Bergin 
can be rontacted 81 (40'J) 938-1624 or (713) 21Kl-3991 at 
Exts. 356 aoo 223 resi-ively. 

Open meeting with COM deans 
College of the Mainland is inteRstod in improving 

studenlS' leaining environmenL Students are invited to 
at1enc1 an open meeting wilh Dr. Donald G. Bass. dean or 
1nstruc1ioo and Student Developmen~ and Dr. Henry D. 
Pope, dean of F"mancial Services, ID discua any campus 
issues or co,,cems they may have. 

The next meeting will be Nov. 10 in the Adminis
lnltioo Building, Room A-127, at 12:30 p.m. 

~., . ' ~·~- ..... ;• ' ,, ! 
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COM employee Bridget Ferrel and her daughler Katherine, 5 1/2, take a magic carpet ride over a Hawaiian 
tropic:al paradise. They are llyin1 to the theme song cl A.Ia4dln, "It's a Whole New World," as a FIID Flicks 
technician _,ates the controls. Fun F1icks Day on campus was held in conjunction wltb Drug and Alcohol 
Awareness Day Oct. 27. (Photo by Jim Hi111ins) 

Fun Flicks videos draw crowd 
By LIZ CADDELL 
Staff Reporter 

College of lhe Mainland kicked off Drug and 
Alcohol Awareness Day Oct. 27 with lights, cam
era. action and education as lhe Studenl Activities 
Board in conjunction with Continuing Education 
and lhe Olftce of Equal Educalional Opportunities/ 
MulticullUllll AIIain sponsored Fun Hicks Day on 
campus. 

Kramer En"'nainrnent Agency was on band in 
the Student Cen"'r from 10:30 a.m. until 4:30 
p.m. IO assisl students, Slaff and fonner Slaff mem
bers, who had mel lhe Oct. 3 pre-registration dead-
line, in malting IOlally inleraelive videos. · 

The videos did DOI focus on drug and alcohol 
abuse. but rather provided an avenue for drawing 
people IO lhe drug and alcohol awareness exhibits, 
said Or. Vanneise Collins, assistant to the presi
den~ Office of Equal Educational Opportunities/ 
MulticullUllll AIIain. Individuals pul on skits IO 
music Ibey se~ from Kramer's files. 

Charles Buddenhagen, new director of Contin
uing Education, said four Q,,.ar, will be awarded IO 

winners in several calegcries at a lala' date. 
Educaiing the students, faculty and Slaff 00 the 

effects of drug and alcohol abuse was the primary 
focus of this event. 

PoslerS and pamphlell designed IO answer 
questions concerning the use and abuse of drugs 
and alcohol filled rows of lables provided by vari
ous agencies such u Narcotics Anonymous and 
lhe Alcohol and Drug Abuse Women's Center Inc. 
of Texas City. 

Reprcseniatives from lhe Texas City Aid and 
Guidance off"ice also were present and provided in
fonnation oo driving while intoxicated and how 
that affects lhe community. 

St. Mary's Hospital in GalveslOII and Baxter 
Assislanee Services Inc. in Pasadena displayed lit
erature on tackling substance abuse with a focus 
on how and where IO get help through recovery in 
the community. 

Togelher these agencies joined foo:es with the 
SAB, Cootinuing Education and the Office of 
Equal Educational Opportunities/Multicultural Af
fairs IO present lhe realities of drug and alcohol 
ahuse. 

COM police getting tough on parking violations 
By RICHARD MOORE 
Staff Reporter 

Parking violations at College of lhe Mainland are 
going IO be in:ated more harshly than in the posl, said 
Jeanette Swindell, COM police ofrtcer and "'8m leader. 
Students need 10 know what the parking violations are. 

The pamph~ Studl!nls "Right to KN>w" Informa
tion published by COM, lists the parl<ing violations as 
follows: parking in "No parking" areas; driving against 
normal lraffic Oow; parking againsl lhe flow of lraffic; 
failing IO put within marted spaces/lines; ..i driving or 
parking oo lhe campus widlout approval from the COM 
police otricc. Texas ttaflic and parking regulalions also 
are enfOll:cd by the COM police ollicen. 

F"mes for minor violations arc $4; for handicapped 
parking violations, the fines me $IO. The fines are small 

., 

• 

• 
• 

r 

. 
because most of the tickets are campus tickets. TIiey 
must be paid at the fee paymcm window in the Adminis
tration Building. If the line is not paid within 10 days, it 
is doubled, Swindell said. 

"Moi"c dangerous violations, such as speeding and 
failing to stop at a stop sign will receive a municipal 
court cilatioo, which will be bandied through the local 
justice of the i-:e,' Swindell said. 

"Some people are DOI aware diat this is a public in
stillltion and the parking areas are public roadways which 
are governed by lhe same laws as any other road under 
Texas law." Swindell said. • All campus police ofru:en 
are certified police off",cers and will enforce all laws in
cluding lnlffic. • 

The COM Police Ofr,cc, in the Administration 
Building, may reached at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-
3991, Ext. 403. For an emergency call Ext S99. 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Ethnic food shared 
at SAB luncheon 
By LIZ CADDELL 
Staff Reporter 

The Multicultural Luncheon/Fest sponsored by the 
College of the Mainland SIUdenl Activities Board Oct. 
II was a smorgasbord of diversity. Ethnic dishes, pre
pared rich with cultural hisiory, blended IOgelher IO con
tribute to an ambience of, unity in the Student Center 
Sun Room. 

A dish called Fall Feast was provided by SAB Presi
dent David Pyawasay. This eye-pleasing dish, rich with 
fall colas, 1ep1esu,~ his herilage of Mennomenee Indi
an. He prepared this dish with harvest foods, handpicked 
fresh vegelahles such as squash and cucumber, as well as 
mouth-watering berries now in season. 

Pyawasay stated that COM is composed of a unique 
group of people who may be unaware of the rich culture 
represen~ by all of them. 

Abundanl laughter spread throughout the room as 
COM faculty, slaff and students enjoyed Hispanic, Na
tive American and African-American dishes, as well as 
chicken from Popeyes which represented today's fast
paced life. COM studenl Monique Bell broughl red beans 
and rice, and student Sharonda Alexander brought Jam
balya, a Cajun dish. Sociology professor, Dr. Marty 
Caylor, prepared a Polynesian chicken dish and.other 
people also broughl dishes for laSting. 

Pyawasay invi~ children from the Child Care La
boralory IO linger paint pictures representing what they 
though! culture means. Their creations were used to dee
°""" the room. These brightly colored paintings were a 
blend ofinlll}' cultures, which was the focus of the lun
cheon, Pyawassy said. 

Also used IO decora"' for the luncheon were pos""5 
of places such as Italy, Holland and Kenya. These were 
on a wall facing the buffet. 

Approximalely 40 facully, slaff and slUdents joined 
together to make this event a success. 

The COM Student Activities Board spomored a 
multicultural rest luacbeoa Oct. '11 in the Student 
Center Sllli Room, Participants were eacourqed to 
bring a dish representing tbeir cullure. As a result, a 
variety or etbnk dishes were available for samplln1, 
Newly elected SAB Presideat David Pyawasay shan!d 
bis FaU Fast dish pictured in forepound. 

(Photo by Gina Cutro) 
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Flood drive: donors brave storms to give blood 
By · BRAD S'(EVENSON 
Staff Reporter 

Many thoughtful people braved stinging rain and 
flooded roads IO give lhe gifl of life Wednesday, Oct. 19. 

The College of the Mainland fall blood drive, -
by the SIUdent Activities Board and the Gulf Coast Re
gional Blood Center of HouslOn, was a success despile 
the Great F1ood of '94. The flood caused one day of the 
planned two-day drive to be canceled and preven~ many 
polelltial student dooors from making ii to campus. 

However, between 8 a.m. and 3:30 p.m., 101 peo
ple attempled IO give blood in lhe Student Center Sun 
Room, said Maryann Urick, SAB sponsor. 

"We received from the one-day blood drive 88 pints 
of blood, and 13 were deferred,· Urick said. "It's an excel
lent IUmOUt for a one-day blood drive.• 

The 13 who were deferred from being donors were 
disqualified fer various reasons. 

The IOlal tumoul was good, considering the circum
siances, Urick said, adding that 101 people is a good 
tumoul for any day. In fac, Wednesday's IOtal was high
er than the second-day total for October 1993, when 91 
donors showed up. 

COM blood drives are normally scheduled for two 
days, bul the unrelenting weather foo:ed Tuesday's blood
donating session IO be canceled, Urick ssid. "Because of 
the flooding, the blood center, which is located in the 
heart of Houston, couldn~ get in IO get their equip
ment." 

The people who drove through flooded streets, 
dodged intermitlellt walls of rain and tramped through 
submerged sidewalks IO the Student Ce01er Sun Room, 
al) had differenl reasons for donating. 

CO.M Sliw• Grace Sbeela donated )>eca~ ~ has 
an Rh negative blood lype. Afler the firsl time she do
nated. the blood center IOld her she shoold dona"' again 

COM student Vince Valdez donates blood in the Student Center OcL 19, despite flooded streets. Phlebotomist Mary 
Montgomery thttks Valdez's arm. The Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center administered the blood drive,. which was 
sponsored by the Student Activities B-d. ' (Photo by Gina Casro) 

since her blood lype is so rare. 
Cindy Brannan, another COM student, also had an 

important reason. "I dona~ because my kids need it; 
I've got three kids at home.· 

Not all ~ were as serious as saving blood for 
one's children, however. "I wanted a free T-shirt,· joked 
Allen WagSlaff, a COM studenl donating for the first 

' time at the college. Wagstaff has donated five or six 
times before in other places and decided IO do so again 
because he "hasn'I given in awhile.• 

Since cmly one day was used for donating, lhe SAB 
will ~ider seuing l!P an additioual day, Urick said. 
"There ntight be ooe more day in November; we just ha
ven\ decided yet.· 

COM student benefits from Esther Rice scholarship 
By BRAD STEVENSON 
Staff Reporter 

In these times of rising college costs and demanding 
work schedules. it's hard for young adulu. to get ahead 
without some kind of help -- especially if they are in the 
process or changing careers. 

Lillie Meek 

Lillie Meek, the 
first winner of the new 
Esther Rice Women in 
Transition Scholarship, 
is a prime example of 
lhe kind of determination 
it takes IO pull off a ca
reer change. Besides 
working days and week
ends IO support herself 
and her daugh.,,, she at
tends night classes at 
College of the Mainland 
IO get her associa.,'s de
gree in real...._,_ With-

out the Esther Rice scholarship however. it might not 
ever have been possible. 

The Esther Rice schoti,rship, designed for women 
over 30 who are going through a career change, allowed 
Mede Ill continue her education and make a better life for 
herself. 

According to Lawrence E. Markey, director of COM 
Resource Developmcnl and executive direclOr of the 
COM Foundalioo, the scholarship was previously only 
available at certain limes. After the COM Foundation 
raised eoough money IO make the scholarship perpetual
ly available, Esther Rice's name was added in memoriam 
of the longtime La Marque cooimunity leader. Rice, a 
children's charity advocale, died in December 1993. 

' 

"When I went up to the University of Houston at 
Clear Lake for the awards banquet (held July 20), they 
awarded me a plaque and showed a film about Esther 
Rice," Meek said. "She was a wonderful pcrwn, and I 
hope IO be as beneficial IO my community as she was.· 

Meek, a 3S-year-old single parenl from Sanla Fe, 
siar1ed out in the newspaper advertising field, where she 
worked for four years. After moving on from that job, 
she decided IO go IO COM and lry different fields of 
study. "I've been going to the college since the fall of 
'93," she said, "and I slarted out for a nursing degree. I 
s- taking biology, and we had IO dissect stuff -- and I 
hated it!" 

After realizing nursing wasn't for her, she was stuck 
pondering a new career. Soon her friends in the real 
esla"' field began advising her. "I have a lot of friends in 
rea1 estate,· she said. "and they lhough1 rd be realty good 
at it" Taking their advice IO heart, she signed up for real 
esla"' classes at COM. 

However, because Meek.'s income from wort goes 
to support her family, she needed extra money IO lake 
new classes at COM. She applied IO the governmen1 for 
help, bul was disqualified. "I am a widow, and I receive 
social security. Because of Iha~ I couldn'I gel financial 
aid (from the government),· she said. 

Soon after, she found oul about the availability of 
the Esther Rice, scholarship, which was perfect for her. 

· "A friend of mine is going IO nursing school, and he 
filled out a similar scholarship for males through fman
cial aid at the school," Meck said. "I went in (IO the 
COM Foundation off"lCO) and talked IO Larry Markey.• 
After they discussed her siluation, Markey gave her an 
application for the Esther Rice scholarship. 

"I fell my chances of getting ii were slim -- I didn\ 
really think I would get is" Meek said. 

In early July she received a shocker in the mail -- a 

• 

letter informing her she had woo lhe scholarship. "I was 
speechless. I was rcally shocked because there were so 
many other applicants," she said. "It was a greal honor; I 
fell very privileged IO get it.• 

Although Meck already has passed a difficult Sia"' 
exam and has received her real estate license, she is con
tinuing night school classes to get her associate's degree. 
She receives $200 per semester for one Y""" from lhe 
scholarship, which has not only been a big help, but 
opened new <loon fer her. In Sepo,rnber she began wOik
ing for Caldwell Banker Visla Realty in Dickinson. 

Meek is an inspiration for women who are unsure 
about their career, and need lhe necessary education IO 
help them make a change. Her experience shows dial as
sistance such as the Esther Rice Women in Transition 
Scholarship is available for anyone who needs it 

The scholarship is bcneljcial IO women who share 
similar circumsiances with Meek. "Any scholarship or 
financial aid for sonieone really helps,• Meek said. 

Applications for the Esther Rice Women in Transi
tion Scholarship are available in the COM Foundation 
Office in the Administration Building. For more infor
mation conlaet Markey at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-
3991, Exts. SOS or 557. 

Art Association seeks members 
The College of lhe Mainland Art Association and 

COM Amigos are co'sponsoring a free film, Uh Waler 
For Chocolate, in the Fine Arts Building, Room F-117, 
Nov. 18, 7 p.m. The Spanish vcrsioo with English sub
titles will be shown. The film has some nudity. Refresh
ments such as popcorn and soft drinks will be served. 

If you are a visual ans major or are inter1:Sled in~ 
come IO the Tuesday, Nov. IS, meeting at 12:30 p.m., 
or lhe Wednesday, Nov. 23, meeting at 3:30pm. in the 
F"me Arts Building, Room F-133. 
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Features 

COM scholarships 
available to students 
By BRAD STEVENSON 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland offers an affordable 
education for most students in the community. 
However. if for any reason students need financial 
assistance. many scholarships are available. 

COM offers several types of o1eholarships, in
cluding: cooperative donor scholarsjlips. direct 
awards from individual dooors, departmoolal schol
arships and COM Foundation scholarships. Infor
mation on specific ethnic. gender or disability
relaled scholarships also is available in the library. 

"Anyone can apply; said Becky Miles, Stu
dent Fmancial Services director. She added, howev
er, "the donors usually want to see that you've 
done well for a semester first" 

Most scholarships have academic requirements 
that must be meL Students applying for coopera
tive donor scholarships must be enroJled full-time 
with at least 12 honrs, show progress toward career 
gaols, or indicate financial need. 

Miles also said, "They will ask you to have at 
least a 2.0 or 3.0 GPA; it depends on what the 
donor is looking for.• 

The organizations that present cooperative 
scholarships unite their effons with COM to 
search for deserving recipients. Two such scholar
ships include: the COM Memorial Fund Scholar
ship and the American Association of University 
Women TCJ<aS City Branch Scholarship. 

The number of scholarships available Ouctu
ates. Anyone interested in new scholarships should 
check the bulletin board ootside the Student Finan
cial Semces Office, Miles said. 

Another caiegory of scholarships includes di
rect awards to COM students. The Student Finan
cial Services Scholarship Guide lists private don
ors including the Elks Lodge, the Texas Credit 
Union, and several fraternities and sororities. 

Two of these scholarships are the Elks Main
land Lodge #214 I Scholarship and the Professional 
Secrcraries International Scholarship. The Finan
cial Aid Office has applications and information 
for these scholarships. 

Varioos departments at COM also offer schol
arships. "For example," Miles said, "there is a new 
scholarship with Process Technology." 

The fine arts department awards scholarships 
in an, tht:,ater and instrumental or vocal studies. 
The Texas Nurses Association, District #29 Schol
arship, is available to nursing majors, Miles said. 
"Students should talk to the department they are 
interested in." 

Students interested in any type scholarship 
should contact Miles al (409) 938-121 I or (713) 
280-3991, Exts. 246 and 274. 

StudenlS who excel in academic and leadership 
abilities may apply for COM Foundation scholar
ships, a fourth type of award. "Each scholarship 
has ilS own unique set of requirements," said Law
rence Markey, direcior of Resoon:e llevelopmeoL 

"Graduating high school seniors can apply for 
anything," Markey said. "We usually make an ef
fon to award three scholarships in each area high 
school." Also, according to Mark.Cy, anyone al
ready enrolled or planning to attend COM may ap
ply for the foundation's other scholarships. 

"We'll be unveiling the new '94-'95 competi
tion in November," he said. For fwther infonna-
tion contact Markey at the foundation office (409) 
938-121 I or (713) 280-3991, Exts. 508 and 557. 

• 

Characteristics define batterers, abused 
By AMY TAFT 
Managin1 Editor 

Editor's no~: This is the second of a three-part series 
dealing with domestic violence. This part explores the 
charac~ristics of the victims of domestic violence and 
tM ab...,,,-s and tM cycles of amue. 

Many misconceptions surround the victims or do
mestic violence and their abusers. The reality of domes
tic violence is that anyone can be a victim or abusec de
spile race, ethnic background, religion or economic 
status. 

According to the article "Patterns of Abuse" in the 
July 4 issue of Newsweek, experts .once thought victims 
to be weak-willed women who were asking for abuse. In 
other words, abused women were "somehow masochisti
cally provoking abuse from their men." Also according 
IO the same article women who are less educaled, unem
ployed, poor, and young and pregnant are more likely to 
find themselves in an abusive relationship. 

Some abused women, however, are educated and 
have well-paying jobs. Psychologist Robert Geffner, 
president of the Family Violence and Sexual Assault ln
stitule in Tyler, explains in the Newsweek anicle that 
despite a higher education or occupational level any 
woman can become a victim. "I'm treating physicians, 
attorneys, a judge and professors who are, or were, bat-
1ered women," Geffner is quoted a,; saying. "Intelligent 
people let this happen, too. What goes on inside the 
home does not relate to what's outside." 

Common characleristics of victims include: 
1. low self-esteem. 
2. a backgrwnd in an abusive family, 
3. alcohol or drug abuse, 
4. passivity in relationships, 
5. deperide11cy, 
6. isolatioo, and 
7. a high ,-i for approval, attention and affection. 
Geffner adds, "The more risk factors a woman has, 

the more likely she is to become a candidate.· 
Quoted in "Patterns of Abuse" Jaquelyn Campbell, a 

researcher in domestic violence at Johns Hopkins Uni
versity, argues that the risk of domestic violence does 
001 rest solely oo the shoulders of the victim. Acoording 
lo Campbell the risk of abuse "has little to do with her 
and everything to do with who she marries or dates." 

Abusive men were once thought to be unemployed 
alcoholics. In the article "He's Going to Kill Me" in the 
September issue of G/amow, Officer Robin Burge of the 
Alburquerque Police Deparuneot's Domestic Abuse Re
sponse Team, explains, "A lot of people think alcohol is 
the problem. But it's not the alcohol; it's the way these 
men deal with anger. The problems need to be treated 
separately." 

"Patterns of Abuse" states abusive men tend to be 
Jess educated and live close to the poveny line, but men 
who are physicians. lawyers and accountants also have 
abused their partners. 

In the article "O. J. Simpson's Case Brings New fo
cus on Abuse of Women" in the July 18 issue of Jet, 
seven characteristics of men who batter are listed. Male 
bolterels: 

I. fear loss of relationship, 
2. tend to be controlling and manipulative, 
3. have difficully expressing emotions such as an

ger, anxiety and frustratioo, 
4. expect instant gratification from spouse or chil-

ckar, 
S. minimi7.e their violent behavior, 
6. often present themselves as victims. and 
7. are perceived as charming and pleasant by others 

in most cases. 
The one characteristic that all abusers share, above 

all others. is the need to control. In the Newsweek anicle 
Richard Gelles, director of the Family Violence Research 
Program at the University of Rlwde. Island, is quoted as 

I 

saying, "There is no beuer way of making people com
pliant than beating them up on an intermittent basis." 

Abusers also tend to minimize their violent behav
ior by blaming their victims. In "Patterns of Abuse" 
Evan Slark, co-director of the Domestic Violence Train
ing Project in New 118Yon, Coon., uses 0. J. Simpson's 
suicide note as an example. "He never takes responsibli
ty for the abuse. These are just marilal squabbles. Then 
he blames her - 'I felt like a ballered husband.'" 

Generally, abuse falls into a consislent pattern 
which begins slowly. "Pauems of Abuse" explains that 
the violence "doesn~ happen evecy day and by the time a 
pattern has emerged there may be children, and financial 
and emotional hoods that are difficult to break.• 

According to the Newsweek article abused women 
oflen believe that they will be able to transform their 
abusers from "the monster smashing furniture ... into a 
prince if only the woman he's trapped will love him." 

The Jet article explains the abuse pattern begins 
with the buildup of tension and the woman sensing the 
tension. The woman then tries IO calm her abuser by 
avoiding the problem. Next, a violent outburst occurs 
followed by a period called the honeymoon stage during 
which the abuser will act as though nothing happened 
and often buy gifts, takes the woman out IO eat or makes 
love to her. 

The honeymoon stage is what frequently keeps 
women in the relationship. In "Patterns of Abuse," Geff
ner explains, "they make love, the sex is good. And that 
also keeps them going." 

Eventually the repltition of the abuse cycle is what 
wears down the battered woman. The woman becomes 
exhausted both menially and physically to the point that 
leaving the relationship is no longer an option. The 
woman begins !O believe the situation is her fau)L 

In "Patlerns of Abuse" psychiatrist Elaine Carmen 
of the Solomon Carter Fuller Menial Health Center in 
Boston is quoted as saying, "You can't underestimate the 
!error and brainwashing that takes place in batlering rela
tionships. She (the victim) really comes to believe that 
she deserves the abuse and is incompetent." 

Though help for an abused woman is available, the 
abused woman may not seek out help foc herself because 
of her weakened self-esteem. Family and friends must 
then intervene fa her before it is too late. 

TM ftniJI part of this three-part series to IN pub/is Md in 
tM December issu, of InlerCOM will deal with Mlp 

(JVOilabl, for ab=d -·· 
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Student leader 
advocates change 
By AMY BERGERON 
Staff Reporter 

"A large number of voices outstand one voice." 
This is one of David Pyawasay's reasons for becoming 
actively involved with the Student Government here at 
College of the Mainland. 

COM students elected Pyawasay as the new student 
government president on Oct. 4 in the Student Center. 
Since then he has held several meetings and has helped 
to mold and shape the organization. 

This is the first time in 12 years that COM will 
have a student government 

"It's been an uphill battle, going against something 
with an inexistence for 12 years; Pyawasay said. 

Pyawasay is a 20-year-old graduale of Clear Lake 
High School. He has attended COM for four semesters 
and plans to uansfer to the University of Hooston, cen
rral campus, in fall 1995. 

Pyawasay also is involved in many other things be
sides the Student Government He is the president of lhe 
Student Activities BOard and has worked with several 
volunteer organizations. 

During this past summer, Pyawasay was involved 
in the Northstar Mission in Houston. The Northsrar 
Mission is set up by an area Baptist church, which has 
projects to help homeless and underprivileged families. 
Pyawasay volunteered and helped out when the church 
had a dinner for some underprivileged children and their 
parents. 

Last year he was highly involved in the Texas Jun
ior College Student Government Association of which 
COM is a member in Region 5. Pyawasay auended last 
spring's conference in Dallas and participated in the eth
ics committee. The ethics committee went lhmugh the 
Texas Junior College Constitution, discussed problems 
with the constitution and came up with an ethical code 
of conduct for all members. The ethics committee also 
acted as the judicial branch. 

Pyawasay plans to attend this year's conference lell
tatively planned for the end of March or beginning or 
April. 

After last spring's conference, Pyawasay began 
working on a student government constitution for 
COM. 

"I started coordinating with several different people, 
including James Shippy. Student Government adviser, 
on pulling together a constitution.• Wocting oo the con
stitutioo gave Pyawasay the idea that he should run for 
the presidency. "Because I was one of the original writ
ers, I fell that I should run." 

Pyawasay feels that the Student Government can af
fect the school in many ways. "We can help by being a 
direct line Of conummication between the students, facul
ty and staff.• He also feels that the Student Government 
is going to be a gateway so that the college can better 
serve students. "Foe example,· he said. "if facilities ,-i 
to be up-dated er the college llffils better equipmen~ stu

dents can address the student government and we will be 
the driving force to get it done." 

Pyawasay has many things planned. He wants to 
put more school spirit into the college. "We are starting 
a whole new mascot, we are going to be the COM 
Duclcs." 

The president also wants to give back to the com
munity. One act is the Fosler Children's Christmas Par
ty Program scheduled for Dec. 15 at COM. 'This is 
where foster children and the parents can come and eaL 
receive gifts and meet with Santa Claus." 

Pyawasay also is planning a canned food drive and a 
clothing drive for Student Government. 

He wants everyone IO know that the Student Gov
ernment is open to all students. "The meetings are open 
to every student and every problem," he said. "I just 
want everyone to know that we're here.• 

The Student Govenunent meets in the Student Cen
ter, on Thursdays bi-mmthly in Room SC-212. 

" 
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Unscheduled meeting creates conflict 

When I rust heard that College of the Mainland was 
participating in the Nalional Red Ribbon Ce-oo 
(OcL 23-31) with Drug and Alcohol Awareness Day Oct. 
27, I was very excited. I volunteered IO cover the day fa 
InterCOM. 

I was handed two papers: The fllSI, a cover letter for 
the evenL and.the secood, a schedule of evenlS. The letter 
bore three signatures: Chuck Buddenhagen (Office of 

Community Sezvices and Continuing Education), Dr. 
Vannelse Collins (OffJCCofEqual Educatiooal Oppmu
nity/Multicultural Affairs) and Ma,yann Urick (Student 
Activities sponsor, Recreational Programs coordinator). 

One of the sentences in the letter that caught my at
tention read: "It is our opportunity to cel&brate a choice 
to live a healthy drug-free life, provide education about 
alcohol and drugs, and deliver a message of hope for 
youth and adults alike who must face the realities of al
cohol and drug abuse every day." The letter invited all to 
atlelld and named the sponsoring groups: Community 
Forum, Community Services and Continuing Education, 
Student Activities Boord, Office of Equal Educational 
Opportunity/Multicultural Affairs, Social Services, Hu
man Resources and Well-Being. 

1lle second page was a schedule of events oo a 
shoclcing pink piece of paper that woold have caught 
anyone's eye. It listed Kathie Rickman, who is a regis
teroo nurse and a licensed chemical dependency counselor 
among other titles, as the guest lecturer for the two ses
sio~s: Alcohol Assessment on Campus, 12:30 -1:30 
p.m.; and Does My Friend or Family Member Have a 

Problem with Alcohol ? , I :30 - 2:30 p.m. The fust lec
ture was aimed at faculty but invited the college commu
nity IO attend 

• 

• 

• 
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We all know that because of class commitments it 
is not possible to attend every lecture, but when I walked 
into the Technical/Vocational Building auditorium and 
realized that only six people were there f<r the fust lec
ture, my blood began to boil. I partially understood why 
students did not attend, but not why the faculty did not 
come. I had expected to see the room ftlled with a lot of 
caring individuals just waiting to find oot how they 
might help someone in need. 

Dr. Collins said she had been impressed with Rick
man and knew Rickman woold be able to educate the au
dience about drug and alcohol dependency. 

I tried to put myself in Rickman's shoes and fell 
embarrasaed by the lack of participation. I would have 
been discomaged, but not Rickman, who poured her 
heart and soul into the lecture. 

I later learned the reason why the faculty had not at
tended Rickman's lecture. An impromptu meeting fix 
student advisers had been called during College Hoor that 
very day and the faculty had been strongly urged to at
lend Fer the life of me. however, I camot see ht>w 
such a meeting could be more important than helping to 
tum a person's life around, or perhaps even saving it. Of
ten college activities conflict with one another, but they 
are scheduled ahead of time so peq,le can make a choice 
as to what lo attend. This was 001 the case this time, and 
it was unexcusable. 

Rickman had a powerful message. She had been in
vile<I a month ago and should have been given the cour
tesy of not having a meeting conflict with her lecture. 

Those who are in a position at COM to call cam
pUSWide meetings for faculty and staff should consider 

prior commitments the college has made to guest speak
ers. They should make evecy effort 001 to create a con
Oict that would, at the least be discourieous, and at the 
most a flagranL ootright disregard foe the timo and effort 
and expense a guest speaker has incuned to keep a com
mitment with the college. 

Though COM was discourteous, Rickman remained 
gracious and gave her full lecture. She chose not lo give 
the second lecture. fa< obvious reasons, but did offer to 
return to the college at a more convenient time. 

• 
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News/Editorial 
COM students elect 
Student Government 
By AMY BERGERON 
Staff Reporter 

For the first time in 12 years, students were able to 
choose Student Government officers in a recent student 
election at College of the Mainland. 

The election was held on OcL 4 in the Student Cen
ler. According IO James Shippy, Student Government ad
viser and director of Student Support Services, 82 stu
dents panicipated in the election. Students voted for 
student president, vice presiden~ secretary, treasurer and 
COM Senate representatives. Other items on the ballot 
were Texas state goVemor, abortion and COM's designat
ed-area smoking policy. 

David Pyawasay is COM's new Student Govern
ment president and Joe Hux is the new vice-presidenL 
Other officers elected include: Kathy PoUard, secretary; 
Joey Grimmiu, treasurer; Don Rittenhouse, Allen Col
lins and Jessamyn Denney, COM Senate representatives. 

StudenlS also had a chance IO ca.st their voie for Tex
as governor. Ann Richards received 55 voies while only 
21 studenlS voted for George W. Bush, son of the former ---For the abortion item on the ballot, 39 students 
were for abortion and 40 were against it 

In the arena of COM's designated-area smoking poli
cy, 61 vora. approved of the new rule while 19 were op
posed IO the restrictioo. 

The newly elected Student Government held ilS first 
meeting Oct 6 in the Student Cenrer where the electces 
annoonced the new officers and appointed studenlS for 
unfdled positions. Billy Sleen, who ran for COM Senate 
represenwive, WU elected par1imentsrian and Clarence 
Richardson took on the position of night representative, 
representing studenlS who go IO classes at night 

Another form of representation in the Student Gov
ernment ·concerns the various clubs and organiutions on 
campus. Each club and organization chooses a member 
to represent the members at the meetings. This allows 
for larger representation of all students on campus and 
for more interaction between the individual organiza
tions. So far 23 clubs across campus have nominated 
representitives or sponsors for lheir organization. Some 
of these clubs include the Environi:nental Club, the 
COM Amigos, the Instrumental Musicians Guild and 
Out of the Grey Christian organization. 

The new Student Government holds meetings, 
Thursdays, bi-monthly in the Student Center, Room 
SC-212. For more information, contact Shippy at (409) 
938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 297. 
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COM students elected Student Government officers Oct. 4. Seated al table Is Allen Collins with Joey Grimmitt to 
bis left. Standing are Billy Steen, Kathy Pollard, David Pyawasay, Clarence Richardson, Don Rlttenhouse,Joe Hux, 
Jessamyn Denney, and James Sllippy, Student Government advi.,or and director of Student Services. 

(Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Smokers alerted to smoking areas 

Thank you College of the Mainland for the large 
"No Smoking in this Area" signs. They are by far a 
greater deterrent IO smokers than the little blue signs that 
couldn~ be read from a distance. 

Have you noticed the new signs that recently re
placed the old ones? 

Many times I had pondered what those little blue 
signs, -the old ones, actually meant. They read, "No 
smoking except in designated areas." Did that mean that 
the area was a designated area, or not? The new signs 
leave no doubt in smoker's minds: No Smoking in this 
Area 

At the Open Meeting with Dean Bass and Dean 
Pope, held Sept 29, Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of Col
lege and Financial Services, challenged me 10 confront 
smokers who were not smoking in designated areas 
only. 

I do not like 10 turn down a challenge, so I a,lced 

him IO have maps of the 12 designared smoking areas 
xeroxed for my missioo. I needed IO be prepared, and 
knowledgeable enoogh to direct smoker's to the designat
ed areas. 

I didn\ know when I started this quest, whether I 
would be wasting my time confronting students, or 
~ng for more trouble lhan I needed. 

The first day of my assignmen~ SIUdenlS took my 
confron&ation with a kind of nonchalant attitude. By the 
second day they were more combative. 

Also by that time my knees were shaking! Call it 
nerves, or the flow of adrenaline -- whatever you will, 
my knees were wobbly! 

Day 2 of my mission found me in front of the Slu
dent Cenrer. I approached a few studenlS sitting around a 
table, mistakenly thinking that I saw cigarette smoke 
rising. However, it was steam from a cup of coffee! By 
the time I realized my misuike, polite hello's had already 
been exchanged. 

,. I necided IO feolc&e 81811P oot-aboot<he smoking • ' 

r • 

• 
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policy. This took courage because they were complete 
strangers to me. 

As I asked my question, the mood changed from cor
dial to aloof. One woman, a smoker, !Old me adamently 
that she ,.,as not happy IO see me ~sin& out maps. She... 
forcefully !Old me that she had taken the Nelsoo Denny 
T~ a reading test administered in reading classes, and 
knew how to read. 

"If you see me smoking around here you better not 
try to hand me a map! The Lord is your shepberd!" She 
refused to give her name even though she insisted on " 
knowing mine. 

A nonsmoker in this group asked if I was gelling 
paid to pass out the maps. When she found out I wasn't, 
she asked. "Why are you doing it then?" 

1 told her 1 was concerned about the fresh air being 
used up and that smokers and nonsmokers had rights. 
This woman who wasn't interested in giving her name 
either, felt I had no business carrying out school policy 
unless I was being paid. 

COM has I 2 designated smoking areas. One of 
these is on the second level of the Leaming Resource 
Center, where ash trays, benches and a drinking fountain 
have been provided. However, the preferred spots are 
both entrances on the third level. 

Other smoking areas on campus include both the 
front and back sides of the libnuy wbere the picnic tables 
are localed; the back sides of boll) the welding labs, and 
the aulO tech lab; and the southwest side of the Techni
cal/Vocational Building. 

Please remember not IO smoke around the children's 
play area. This is not a smoking area . 

Two other designated areas are at the backside of the 
Physical Education Building, both parking sides of the 
Fine Arts Building; and finally, at the front entrance of 
the Math/Sciellce Building. 

I would like 10 see the Math/Science smoking area 
moved because it is at the front entrance and students 
have to walk through a cloud of smoke IO gel inside. 
When the Board allowed these areas, it did so with the 
intention of not letting the entrances be available to 
smokers; therefore, this smoking area shoold be elimi
naled. 

Keeping the 12 designated smoking areas available 
· is contingent on abiding by the rules and keeping these 

areas clean and neat Otherwise COM could become a 
"No smoking" ·campus after all. , · 

• 
• 
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COM students William Culiver, left, and Joe Cooley play cards in the Student Center. The Student Center bas 
facilities for recreation such as playing pool, watching televisioo, playing the piano, enjoying a meal or a snack, 
chatting with friends, and going at the lake and ducks. (Photo by Brady Mahaney) . . 

Young love . prevails in Moliere's play 
Continued from Pagel---------
ever, this added humor, and I found myself listening for 
the lines IO rhyme as the audience responded with laugh
ter. Schwander did an oulStanding job directing the play, 
which is spoken in modem English. 

Glenn as Amolpbe-was hilarious. especially in bis 
facial expressions, thus adding much humor to the play. 
Glenn is an adjunct speech teacher at COM. 

Berndt as Agnes illuminated the stage with her per
formance of the ingenuous young girl, and Ozburn as 
Horace was the charming, naive and dashing yowtg lov
er. Ozbwn is a COM student 

COM student Langlois as Georgette brought a lot of 
humor IO her role and managed to continually outwit Ar
nolphe, who was completely unaware that several times 
he'd been made a fool of. This was like dessert IO the au
dience. 

Stanton as Alain, a simple-minded servant elicited 
laughter as he climbed upon Georgette's lap in order to 
escape Amolphe's anger. 

Both servants displayed hidden .rebellion as they 
mocked Arnolphe IO the delight of the audience. 

Don Wiseman as Chrysalde, an old friend of Ar
nolphe, played his role with rest and good humor, laugh
ing all the way through. Though Amolphe mocked hfm 
at the beginning of the play, Chrysalde had the last 
laugh. 

• 

Other ca.st members included HamillOn David Boyd 
as the Notary and Steve Cowan as Enrique. 

Bill Aupperlee stirs the audience's imagination with 
his realistic set designing. This is Aµpperlee's 20th de
sign for the Arena Theatre, according to a press release 

_from the COM J>ublications and.Information Office. 
The School For Wives costumes are the crnations of 

designer Mary Louise Daniels of Galveston, who is well 
known for the costumes she designs for Dickens on the 
Strand. She was able IO recreate the frilly, eye-catching 
fashions of the 1660s after researching the dress of that 
era. She is by no means a stranger to the COM stage in 
both acting and designing according to Front Row .. 

Moliere, the pen name for Jean Baptiste Poquelin, 
was born in Paris in 1622. In 1673 while performing the 
title role in his play The Imaginary Invalid he took sick 
and died a few hours later. He has been'called the father 
of modem French comedy. Unlike William Shakespeare 
he dealt mainly in types, such as the male chauvinist Ar
nolphe, rather than in individuals. He was an actor and 
director besides being a playwright 

If you like to laugh, want to spend a couple of en
joyable hours and come away feeling good, then I highly 
recommend his play. 

For information or to purchase tickets call (409) 
938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 345. Visa, Master
Card or American Express are accepted, but only on pre
sales and no later than one hour before a performance. 
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Violence widespread 
throughout society 
Continued from Page 1---------
Sexual violence against women, and homicidal usaults 
by men on one another is only the most obvious situa
tioo in this empty quest for profit, property and power." 

Referring IO West's quote and recommending that 
the audieoce read his book, Farenthold said: "This has 
been the summer of wife battering as an issue. (OJ. 
Simpson is about IO stand trial for the killing of his 
wife Nicole Brown Simpson.) It had never been brought 
up as an issue until Surgeon General, Dr. C. Everett 
Koop, spoke of it in the '80s as a health problem." 

Farenthold, who also recommended reading Boys 
Will be Boys by Meriam Modizem, recounred a time 
when Farenthold as a legal aid director in Nuences Cowi
ty during the late '60s, felt the helplessness of her posi
tion as she tried to help a young woman get an injunc
tion against her husband for abuse, only IO hear from the 
judge that there was nothing he could do because her 
husband was a police informer. The only thing Farent
hold claimed she was able to do for the young woman 
was to tell her to "get out of town as fast as you can." 

This shows how little respec~ honor and credibility 
was given to women's rights during the '60s. 

Farenthold said that the media is to blame for ilS 
share of the violence in our society. Street crime is re
ported far more frequently than corporate crime, crimes 
by white collar workers and.ate-sponsored crimes, m;:h 
as wars and perhaps mWJ!!atory death sentences. Farent
hold said reporters choose 10 write about young gun us
ers because it is sensational news that people want lO 
he.ar. She added," Our c~e bill is pitirul, and in some 
cases it is unconstitutional." An example of its uncon· 
stitutionality would be sending a person to jail for a mi· 
nor offense such as snioking in non-designated areas at 
COM or a major offense, such as letting a drug king out 
on bail. 

Farenthold's second appearance Oct 19 was at 12:30 
p.m. when she s~ about the health care system and 
the demise of the health care bill. "Everything wen~" 
she said. "We have no legislation." 

During this presentation she spoke about insurance 
fraud, Health Maintenance Organizations, social security, 
and the medicare and medicaid programs implemented 
during Lyndon B. Johnson's presidency. 

Farenthold stated that HMOs prevent patients from 
seeing specialists and that patients often are released 
from the hospital before they should be. Often patienlS 
also are not referred to a specialist until it is too late. 

She related that for certain heart operations there is a 
very short time window during which the operation can 
be performed. If HMOs delay IOO long in agreeing to the 
operation, the time period for a successful operation 
passes. 

"Twenty-five percent of the cost of insurance premi
ums goes to administrative wotk," she stated, "and un
less a person can afford full coverage, mOSt insurances 
are out of reach." 

Farenthold was a member of the Human Rights 
Commission in Corpus Christi from 1963 10 1968 and a 
member of the Texas House of RepresentitivCS between 
1968 and 1973. During that time Farenthold placed sec
ond for the position of vice-president of the United 
Slates, receiving 400 votes for the democratic nomina
tion. She also was the Democratic nominee for governor 
of Texas in 1972 and again in 1974. During this time, 
in 1973, she was the recipient of the Lydon B. Johnson's 
Woman of the Year Award. 

Farenthold, an attorney, has been a member of the 
Stste Bar since 1949. She is a contributing editor of the 
magazine Texas Observer and is currently a guest coluni
nist for USA Today. 

Farenthold's appearance was sponsored by COM's 
social science departmen~ SAB, Cootinuing Education 
and the Commwiity Forum. · · · · 
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What's Happening 
PHIL 1301 explores 
unanswerable puzzles 
By AMY BERGERON 
Staff Reporter 

"How do you get a growing duck out of a bottle 
without huning the duck or breaking the boWe?" 

For students who are interested in unanswerable 
questions, Inrroduction to Philosophy (PHIL 1301) will 
be offered here at College of the Mainland next semester. 

Dr. Bob Craig, an instuctor of philosophy at Uni
versity of Houston, ce'ntral campus, will conduct the 
course. "This will not be atlecture fonnat," Dr. Craig 
said. "l will tty to use a multiPticity of techniques to get 
students involve.d, such as small groups, large groups, 
and audio-video." 

The class will consist of analysis of unanswerable 
questions. "Philosophy is the only subject that deals 
with unanswerable questions," Dr. Craig said. "However, 
those unanswerable questions have things to do with 
life." 

Some examples of Dr. Craig's unanswerable ques
tions are "What is death; what is spirituality; and is there 
aGod?" 

Dr. Craig says that he will begin each class period 
with different methods of relaxation. He would like to 
encourage the students to become like a mini
community and to use their minds. 

The class, scheduled for the spring semester, will be 
held Fridays from 2 to 5 p.m. The room number is un
decided. 

Halloween brought Trick or Treaters from the Yellow Room of the COM Child Care Laboratory to the 
Administration Building. Shown from leR front are Ashley Rapson, Carley Adair, Lauren Auker, Austin Fails, 
Ashley Lippert, Taylor Gibson, Emily Cherrier. 'ln back row from left are teacher Angela RobiSOn, Christopher 
Rooney, and Emily's mother Bec:ky Cherrier. (Photo by Gina Castro) 

For more infonnation contact Lois Carelock, Hu
manities Team program assistant at (409) 938-1624 or 
(713) 280-3991, ExL 214. 

Registering students must see advisers 

Correcting a mistake 

By AMY TAIT 
Managing Editor 

InurCOM inadvertently misidentified the College of 
the Mainland bike patrol officer on the front page of the 
October issue. It was COM Police Officer Jose E. Villa
real, not Oifton Arbry, who was pictured demonstrating 
the versatility of mountain bikes by riding one down the 
stairs by the side Administration Building. 

College of the Mainland is changing its early regis
tration procedure in an effort to increase students' in
volvement in preparing their course schedules. 

The new procedure requires students to make ap
JK}intments w:ith their advisers prior to the Nov. 28 and 
29 early registration dates. ,Students must have their ad
visers fill out an Adviser Authoriz.ation for Registration 
form prior to receiving their Permit To Register form. lnterCOM apologizes for any inconvenience this 

mistake may have caused. In the past, students only were required to pick up 

SEE YOUR 
WORDS IN 
BLACK AND 
WHITE 

Do words flow easily from 
your mind to paper? Do you 
have printer's ink in your 

veins? Would you 
like to see 
your ideas in 
black and 
white? 

How about becoming a bylined Lowery may be reached at (409) 
writer for your college newspaper? 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 

314. 
Enroll in COMM 1307 [Writing 

for the Mass Media) , College of the 
Mainland's beginner journalism 
course, and become a slaff 
member of the InterCOM, 
U1e award-winning 
campus paper. 

'Whether you have 
journalism experience 
or nol, lhe InlerCOM \ 
staff is the place for 
you. Ifyou liketowrite 
or think you would. 
you'll get a wide array of 
experience, including 
straight news. features, 
opinions, movte. book, 
concert or play reviews, and in
depth reports of your choice. You 
can also get involved as a 
photographer or illustrator. 

As an lnterCOM staff member 
you get hands-on experience in 
tlie publishing of a newspaper, 
from the beginning ideas to llie 
paper hot off the press! 

Ifyou have some journalism 
experience, you may qualify to 
enroll !n COMM 2305 (Copy Editing 
and Production) with the 
Instructor's approval. Astrid H. 

Enrollment in either course must 
be accompanied by the 
production lab, COMM 
1129, which meets 
Monday and Wednesday 
afternoons for 80 
minutes. at your 
convenience. 

COMM 1307 
meets Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. COMM 2305 
meets Mondays 

Wednesdavs from 
11 a.m. to 1:50 p.m. Nole: These 

are new days and times. 

As a member of InterCOM you'll 
meet many people of diversified 
interests and backgrounds. and 
you'll have your finger on the pulsti, 
of the college. 

ENROLL NOW 

lnterCOM 
NO GRAY AREA HERE 

• 

their PTR fonns and have their adviser fill out the forms 
at pre-registration sites. 

The new procedure involves srudents rurning in their 
completed AAR fonns to the Admissions Office where 
students will then receive their PTR and trial schedule 
forms. Students then will prepare trial schedules using 
the class schedule catalog which may be mailed or can be 
picked up in the Administration Building. Next students 
will fill in their PTRs with courses desired. Finally the 
AAR, PTR and trial schedule forms must be presented to 
any counselor, faculty or professional staff members for 
a final signature. At this point designated staff members 
will review schedules for conflicts, prerequisites, compli
ance with TASP and developmental course requirements. 
The schedule will then be entered into the computer to 
enroll students. 

1be new procedure requires students to take an active 
part in deciding their class schedules because the steps of 
advisement and scheduling have been separated. 

According to a memorandum sent out by William 
L. Pease, acting Registrar, the new procedure also will 
allow advisers to "meet with students for the purpose of 
discussing career expectations, academic/degree options, 
courses and degree requirements, job markets, TASP re
quiremenlS, Appraisal Test Score interpretations, fman
cial aid and llegree plans. 

The college plans to mail out Student Alert fliers 
informing students to make their appoinUnents with 
their advisers prior to early registration. 

Music concert set Nov. 17 
College of the Mainland and community theater

goers will not want to miss John Wolfskills second an
nual Chamber and Cheese concen Nov .17, 7 p.m., in 
the Fine Arts Building. The COM chamber music 
groups, will perform romantic and classical pieces prior 
to the 8 p.m. perfonnance of The School For Wives. 
Refreshments will follow as is customary for the Cham
ber and Cheese concerts. 

For more infonnation call COM Arena Theatre box 
office manager Susan Gilbert at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext. 345. 

• 
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1n1er 
Ann Richards visits COM campus 

Former Oilers coach Bum Phillips endorses incumbent Ann Richards for governor 
ofTeus at the COM Unity Rally held Nov. 3 at 5:30 p.m. in the Student Center, 

(Photo by Jim Higgins). 

By AMY TAFT 
Managing Editor 

Gov. Ann Richards 
made a stop at the Col
lege of the Mainland 
Thursday.Nov. 3,dur
ing her tour of Texas in 
the final days before the 
election. 

Along with the 
governor were several 
Democratic candidates 
running in local races, 
local mayors and former 
Oiler's coach Bwn Phil
lips. 

The governor's vis
it drew a large crowd 
which consisted of 
community members, 
area media, COM stu
dents, faculty and Slaff 
who anxiously awaited 
Richards' arrival while 
enjoying refroshments. 

Phillips, who had 

See Bum Page 11 
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TIPA Award-winner 

COM takes 3 firsts 
in GCIC tourneys 
By AMY TAIT 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland placed first in volleyball, 
softball and 8-ball in the Gulf Intercollegiate Conference 
Sports Day Oct. 27 hosted by Alvin Community Col
lege. 

The racquetball, table tennis, volleyball and tennis 
tournaments were played at Alvin. However, the 3-on-3 
bask~tball tournament was played at the Family Life 
Center of the First Baptist Church of Alvin, and the 
softball tournament took place at Friendswood Sports 
Park. 

GCIC Spor<s Day offers area colleges the opportuni
ty to compete in various events including 3-on-3 basket
ball, raquetball, 8-ball, table tennis, softball, tennis and 
volleyball. The focus of the event is to promote intercol
legiate competition and relationships. 

"There was good sportsmanship between schools," 
explained COM volleyball player Chris Hoot, "We 
laughed and ila<l r1111 lllro et .. --, game. It was a fim 
day; everybody had a blast." -

COM softball player Sergio Renovate-Vasquez said, 
"I was proud of our team because not only did the team 
play well and stick together, it came through during a 
bad situation in the semi-finals." 

See GCIC Page 6 

Moliere's The School For Wives a hilarious tale 
By BARBARA LEWIS 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Arena Theatre is 
proud to bring life to Moliere's 17th century classic 

Amolphe (Jim. Glenn) looks over the shoolder of Horace 
(Alex Ozburn)as the youn1 lover reads a letter from bis 
beloved Agnes. Moliere's classic comedy, The School 
For Wives, performed in the COM Arena Theatre, runs 
through Nov. 20. (Photo by Reggie Schwander) 

• 

comedy. The School For Wives, which runs through 
Nov. 20. 

This high-spirited play is occasionally risque, but 
morality always prevails, thus making the play appropri
ate for the entire family. 

The story portrays Amolphe (Jim Glenn) as a 52-
year-old bachelor, who fearful of a wife's betrayal, has 
educated his ward Agnes (Frances Nunley Berndt) from 
the age of 4 to be his dutiful and devoted wife. For this 
purpose Arnolphe has kept the beautiful, fair-haired 
Agnes sheltered in a convent for 13 years. Now that she 
has returned home, Agnes is under the watchful eyes of 
Amolpe's two servants, Georgette (Andree Langlois)'and 
Alain (M. Troy Stanton). 

Agnes, with the innocence of a child, is quite una
ware of Amolphe's plan to marry her, and when Horace 
(Alex Ozburn), a young man whom Arnolphe has 

known from infancy approaches her during Amolphe's 
absence, Agnes easily loses her heart to Horace. Horace, 
son of Amolphe's old friend Oronte (Walter Mayleu), 
has not seen Amolphe since he was a child and is una
ware of the relationship between Agnes and Arnolphe. 

The plot thickens as Horace solicits the aid of Ar
nolphe in pursuing the fair Agnes, unaware that they are 
competitors for her affection. The audience is engulfed 

, with laugh~ as Amolphe entices Agnes to reveal her in-
volvement with Horace while Amolphe was away for IO 
days. 

The story climaxes with an unusual set of events as 
Amolphe is outmaneuvered and young love prevails. 
According to the theater's publication Front Row, direc
tor Reggie Schwander was concerned that the rhyming 
lines in the play would be tedious to the audience. How-

, See Young Page 11 

Human rights activist speaks at COM 
By DAWN LAURSEN 
Assistant Editor 

Human Rights Activist Frances (Sissy) Tarleton Fa
renthold, said in a speech on violence at College of the 
Mainland Oct. 19 that as a liberal she looks at the "flaws 
in American society rather than only the behavior of the 
violent person as the conservatives do." Farenthold add
ed, "Self-criticism brings a person's defenses up, 811d this 
in twn creates the violence OW' society sees every day." 

Farenthold, a former politician, began her speeth in 
the Learning Resource Center Auditorium, L-131, by 

' 

• 

• 

quoting from Comet 
West's book Race Mat
ters: "Our post-modem 
culture is more and more 
a market value culture. 
This culture engulfs us 
all, yet its impact on the 
disadvanlaged is devastat
ing, resulting in extreme 
violence in everyday life. 

See Violence Page 11 
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What's Happening 
Foster children's party 
to fulfill wishes Dec. 15 

For happy holidays know alcohol's effects 
By BRAD STEVENSON 
Staff Reporter 

This Chrislmas studenls, friends and faculty of Col
lege of the Mainland have a chance IO malce some chil
dren's holiday a little brighter. 

The Student Government, along widl campus stu
. dent organi7.ations and coordinator S,epharue Brown, will 
present the second annual Cb£isunas Pany for Foster 
Children or GalveslOn County Thursday, Dec. IS. The 
pany, IO he held in the Student Cehlfr from 6:30 p.m. 
IO 9:30 p.m., will feature a choir. sing-alongs. clowns. 
lleg decorating and gift giving from Santa Claus. 

"We are definitely in need of volunteers for the par
ty." Brown said. 'Tm encouraging people to contact me 
if they are interested in volunLeering or making dona
tions, either monetary or non-monetary." 

Brown also noted that "donations for party favors, 
wrapping paper, and snacks are still needed," aloog with 
"c.ash for buying gifts for additional children that arrive 
between Dec. I and Dec. IS." 

According to Brown. more than 180 children are in 
foster care in Galvesron County, and that number could 
increase by Dec. 15. "The number usually increases rap
idly before Chrisunas," she said. 

By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Staff Reporter 

Kathie Rickman, a registered nm,e and chemi
cal dependency coonselor, was invited by College 
of lhe Mainland IO lecture about substance abuse 
oo Drug and Alcohol Awareness Day observed al 
COM Oct. 27. 

Substance abuse, according IO a report pub
lished last year by Brandeis University in Walt
ham, Mass., is the No. I public health problem in 
this country. Rickman explained that at this time 
more people use, abuse and are addicted IO alcohol, 
tobacco, prescription medication and illegal sub
stances than ever before in our history. 

Effects of alcohol 
Regarding the list of highly a~used substanc

es, alcohol ranks No. 8 and is probably the most 
abused legal substance next to nicotine, Rickman 
said. The younger a person is when he starts using 
a substance, the sooner he becomes addicted and 
builds up a tolerance. Alcohol affects women more 
quickly than men because of their smaller body 
size. 

Rickman said she has Uied to explain to 
young people that a quart of Jack Daniels whiskey 
is a bottle of brown liquid; subtract the cannel col
oring and it is a bottle of clear liquid; take the wa-

ter out and it has the same effect as ether has on 
the brain: It pulS the brain IO sleep. 

Tips for holiday parties 
During the holiday season there will he a lot 

of parties with excessive use of alcohol. If you 
plan to drink, the American Health Magazine/ 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving suggests: Eat at 
least 15 minutes prior to drinking. The food in 
your stomach will act as a sponge and slow alco
hol absorption. 

You can dilute the alcohol by adding water or 
ice to your drink. Sip your drinks and pace them to 
no more than one an hour. If you consume akohol 
too quickly. your body can't metaoolize the alco
hol and you will become intoxicatad. 

If you are planning a party, provide a ride or 
make sleeping arrangements for your alcoho~· 
drinking gueslS. Serve food with the drinks and 
close _ the bar one hour before the party is over, 
then serve coffee. Because one-third of the adult 
population chooses not IO drink alcohol at all, 
make available non-alcoholic drinks, such as tea, 
coffee, fruit juices, soft drinks and non-alcoholic 
punches. Remember that eating salty foods in
creases drinking, so make sure you serve non
salted crackers. Also, foods such as bread and 
cheese act as buffers for alcoholic beverages. 

More than 100 [osier children will attend the party 
and receive the gift they ask for from Santa. The coordi
nators have approximately 100 to 150 sponsors who 
bought the gifts. "We receive a Christmas wish list, and 
from that we either purchase the gifis, bring wrapped 
giflS, or (use) donated mooey," Brown said, explaining 
how the sponsoring proce.,s worlcs. "The main purpose 
is IO fulfill the (children's) wishes." 

Spring registration set for Jan. 4, 5 

Although the deadline for spoosoring a child was 
Dec. I, the coordinaiors are emphasizing that they still 
need volunteers for the party and donations for food and 
other party accessories by Dec. 15. 

Credit registration for the College of the Mainland 
spring semesler is set for Wednesday, Jan. 4. All new 
students or those who did not attend a cWS in the fall se
mester must have met COMs admission requirements 
by Dec. 8. Any new student who has not met the admis
sions deadline will he charged a Jare fee, and cannot reg
ister until late regisitration Jan. 5. "We appreciate gifls from anyone," said Student 

Support Services Director James Shippy. "There's al
ways somebody needy out there." 

Returning students may register during regular regis
tratioo Jan. 4. A Jare ree will he assessed for lare regis
tratioo Jan. S. For more informatioo contact Brown al (409) 92S

l!S07. Shippy may also he reached al (409) 938-1211 or 
(713) 280-3991, al Exts. 297/413. 

All studenis must comply with the new registration 
~ bv meelialr wilh., adviser and completing 
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Do words flow easily &om 
your mind to paper? Do you 
have printer's ink in your 

veins? Would you 
like to see 

How about becoming a bylined Lowery may be reached at (409) 
writer for your college newspaper? 938-1211 or (713) 280·3991, Ext. 

314. 
Enroll in COMM 1307 (Writing 

for the Mass Media}. College of the Enrollment in either course must 
Matnland"s beginner journalism be accompanied by the 
course, and become a staff ';"' production lab. COMM 
member of the lnterCOM, 1129. which meets 
!he award-winning _ ,;!; ___ \ -··'.'''f~b"1 . Monday and Wednesday 
campus paper. ,,.,-.---. ·.---~J~ ·a.. _ . afternoons for 80 

~ ,--~ · J' .J.. minutes. at your 
Whether you have .· . .-·:,- convenience. 

journalism experience 
or not. the lnterCOM 
staff is the place for 
you. If you like to write 
or think you would, 
you'll get a wide array of 
experience. Lncludlng 
straight news, features, 
opinions. movie, book, 
concert or play reviews, and tn
depth reports of your choice. You 
can also get involved as a 
photographer or Jllustrator. 

COMM 1307 
meets Mondays and 

. ,.::_. Wednesdays from 
· J.,-.-.;.. 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 
~?~ ___ p.m. COMM 2305 
-~- meets Mondays 

and Wednesdays from 
11 a.m, to 1:50 p.m. Note: These 

are new days and times. 

your ideas in 
black and 
white? As an lnterCOM staff member 

you get hands-on experience in 
the publishing of a newspaper, 

""l!llllll!l!lii,;;:j from the beginning ideas to the r paper hot off the press! 

As a member of TnterCOM you'll 
meet many people of diversified 
Interests and backgrounds, and 
you'll have your fmger on the pulse 
of the college. 

• 

If you have some journalism 
experience, you may qualtfy to 
enroll in COMM 2305 (Copy Editing 
and Production) with the 
instructor's approval. Astrid H. 

ENROLL NOW 

lnlarCOM 
NO GRAY AREA HERE 
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an Adviser Authorization for Registration fCH'JD in order 
IO obtain the Pmnission IO RegisllOr form. StudenlS may 
pick up the AAR form in the Adminissions Orf,ce in the 
Administtation Building or from their adviser. Anyone 
wishing to meet with an adviser before registration may 
do so from now IO the end of the semester or beginning 
with Jan. 2, when the college reopens (COM will he 
closed for the Chrisunas holidays Dec. 19 through Jan. 
1). 

Credit classes for the spring semester will begin 
Saiorday, Jan. 7. Credit schedule changes (drops and 
adds) will he Jan. 9 and 10. 

Pre-law advice at UHCL 
By DAWN LAURSEN 
Assistant Editor 

Students lnterested in pursuing a degree in law en
forcement or in literature, history, or media studies at 
University of Houston Clear Lake, need IO he aware of 
changes in previous course requirements. 

Last year the UHCL school or Hwnan Sciences and 
Humanities established a pre-law track ioward a hmnani
ties degree that allows students IO focus more heavily oo 
hislOry. philosophy and literature. 

This track was Conceived with the idea of allowing 
pre-law students the fullest extent of courses that teach 
the writing and logical thinking skills required to do well 
on the LSAT (law school application test), and in Jaw 
school itself, according IO Dr. David D. Day, a UHCL 
lecwrer in communications and literature, who has been 
appointed the pre-law adviser for human·science and hu
manities _undergradualeS preparing IO enter Jaw school. 

Dr. Day graduated in 1984 from the University or 
Houston Law Center and practiced law in Howton prior 
to his rellD"n to Rice University in Houston where he re
ceived his doctorale in English. 

College or the Mainland studenlS who plan IO enrer 
the pre-law track in humanities al UHCL or students 
seeking other humanities degrees may request Dr. Day as 
their academic adviser. He may he cootacted by phooe a1 

(713) 283-335S. 

' 

COM pushes recycling 
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Gallery poetry reading 
mourns AIDS victims 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Staff Reporter 

College or the Mainland sbldents, joined by friends 
and COM personnel, gathered in the COM Fine Arts 
Gallery Dec. 1 during College Hour IO hear a poetry 
reading dedicated to those who have AIDS or have died 
from the disease. 

Gallery Director Mona Marshall gave special recog
nition to COM student Jennifer Dunn for organizing the 
reading. This is the first year COM has observed this 
universal day •• World AIDS Day: A Day Without ArL 
A black cloth was draped over the art work in remember
ance of all who have died of AIDS. 

The 14 who attended the reading were asked IO sit on 
the floor in a cin:le. Each person was given the opportu
nity to read from a.book of poems written by those with 
AIDS. Some dedicated the poem they read to a person 
who has AIDS or one who has died of AIDS. A few 
cried and some were choked up as they remembered a 
friend or loved one. 

Acquired immune deficiency syndrome is a virus 
which leaves the body in a weakened condition and un

,,,..._ __ ahlo-to resisttnftctious diseases AIDS is mosctytnlns"-

See A Day Page 7 

In observance of World AIDS Day: A Day Without Art, a poetry reading was held in the COM Fine Arts Gallery 
Dec. L ~ in lb( readina,_picturod c:Jockwise from lop, an art p1lery Director Mou Manball; COM 
siuilents-Snsu Uitleton, Ana Martlnez, Lynette I'erez, Darla McMullen; and guest Lisa Marlin. 

(Pboto by Pam Black) 

Adviser Authorization required for registration 
By BILLY KIMBROUGH 
Staff Reporter 

College or the Mainlaud studenlS participated in a 
new early registration procedure Nov. 28 and 29. The 
purpose of this new procedure was IO give the 1,575 stu
dents who registered increased involvement in preparing 
their own course schedules, said William Peace. acting 
director of Admis.sioos. 

Before the registration dates, stuclents were requested 
to make appointments with their advisers to discuss ca
reer expeclations, academic/degree options, degree and 
course requiremenis, job markets, fmancial aid and degree 
plans. During this meeting an Adviser Authori7.ation for 
Registration fCH'JD was completed. At a convenient time 
on either registration day, the studenlS took this form io 
the first early registration site. 

At the first sire a Pennit IO Register form and a trial 

Exhausted funds focus of deans forum 
By LIZ CADDELL 
Staff Reporter 

Twice a semester College of the Mainland gives sru
dents lhe opportunity to address issues, concerns and 
cornplainlS directly IO Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean or In
struction and Student Development, and IO Dr. Henry D . 
Pope. dean of College and Financial Services, in an open 
meeting. 

Several students 
who attended the meet
ing held Nov. 10 during 
College Hoor addressed 
the critical issue of the 
recent Lermination of 
Carl Perkins funds and 
the College Fund to 
parents who have chil
dren enrolled in the 
COM Child Care pro
gram. 

"Serious mistakes 
have been made and I 
lake full responsibility 

•• • 

Dr.Donald G. Bass 

I 

for this," Dean Bass said in reply IO studenlS coocerned 
that no mooey exists for the spring semester because ap
proximarely $48,000 of the funds, $30,000 Carl Perkins 
for technical-vocational majors and $18,000 College 
Fuod for academic studies, have been misapplied. The 
funds were overcommitted in the fall semester, leaving 
no funds for the spring, Dean Bass said. StudenlS who 
counted on money IO provide day care services for their 
children may he unable IO cootinue their education. 

Anthony Hawkins, director of Career Planning and 
Placemen~ through whose office the Carl Perkins funds 
and College Fund are distnbuted. suggested that stodenlS 
who are in need of affordable child care next semester 
seek assistance from area centers because no more mooey 
exislS. Srudenis affected by the Jack of funding were not
ified by Jetter OcL 20. Though Hawkins said only 12 
people would he affected. the iolal nwnber or studenlS af. 
fected. according IO Dean Bass, is 63. 

Many students will be unable to continue to attend 
college because the current rate for one child auending 
the COM Child Care Jab is $60 per week, which is com
parable to other day care centers. The Carl Perkins fund
ing program and the College. Fund pays for child care, 

See Students Page 7 
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• 
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schedule form w~ given to the students to take to a stuM 
dent assistant who helped with any schedule coollicts and 
made any necessary changes. Then the students presented 
their AAR, PTR and trial schedule IO a counselor, facul
ty or professional staff member for a final signature. 
Their schedules were then enrered inlO the computer for 
enrollmenL The final slop was IO malce paymenis a1 the 
Fee Payment Station. 

See Early Page 7 

Board of Trustees 
approves abatement 
By BILLY KIMBROUGH 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mti•land's Board of Trustees 
met Tuesday, Nov. 28. al 6 p.m. in a packrd Board 
Room IO consider a crowded agenda which included 
a tax abarement for the AMOCO Corp., the col
lege financial repon and spending for capital im
provements. 

The tax abatement for AMOCO was unani
ruously approved. The six-year rax exemption is 
on a $140 millioo unit the company is construct
ing in Texas City. At the present COM tax nlte, 
the abalement means a loss in revenue to the col
lege of $242,758.60 annually. 

'The Board also _,,ved the financial report 
presented by Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean or College 
and F"mancial services but were concerned about a 
projected $274,000deficitat the end of the budget 

SeeBoardPaae7 
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News/Editorials 
Grandma's silent grief 
compensated with love 

Since I am somewhat of a Scrooge around Christ
mas time, I decided IO tell the story of a Christmas 
memory belonging to someone very close to me. 

My grandmother grew up during the Depression. 
She lived in the mountains of West Virginia and her 
family was exlrelllely poor. Her father worked in the 
coal mines and her mothes worked in a fact«y. Al
though they had very little money, every fall, at the be
ginning of the school year, all the girls in the house re
ceived a new dress made by their mother and a new pair 
of store-booght shoes. My grandmothc,, much younger 
than all of her sisters, wanled a pair of red dress shoes, 
just like the ones she had seen at a store in town. How
ever, when her father came home from buying the shoes, 
she found that he had bought all the other girls black 
dress shoes. They smiled and kissed him graciously, 
thanking him for the shiny black shoes with silver 
buckles. When he pulled my grandmother's shoes from 
the box, she realized that he had gotten her a pair of boys 
boots, which were much cheaper than little red shoes she 
had wanled so badly. My grandmother said she cried se
cretly in her room for several hours but got up the next 
day and put on her boots for school. 

My grandmother wore the shoes all through the fall 
Her sisters teased her and laughed when she came clomp
ing through the house in her boots, but she never oom
plained. Chrisunas approached and knowing that there 
was little money, the children didn't expect much. How
ever, as my grandmother watched the older girls open 
their gifts of dolls made from rags and hand made quilts, 
sewn from old denim jeans, the box in my grandmothers 
hands seemed heavy. When it was her 111m IO open her 
gift, wrapped in an old towel. her eyes lit up. Inside the 
box were her little red shoes. This time, she cried with 
tears of joy. 

The real gift of this Chrisunas story is that several 
years la~r. my grandmother found out that her mother 
had heard her crying that night and admired her for not 
complaining in their time of sacrifice. For these rea
sons, she had gone without lunch at the factory, saving 
her change for several months in order to buy the little 
red shoes. 
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Board votes for 'bare bones' elevator 
Continued l'rolll Pqe 1-------
year. COM President Larry L. Stanley said certain 
revenues had not yet been posted, but when they 
are, the projected deficit will be eliminated. He 
stressed the Jlll)WU)' financial report will provide a 
clearer view of the college's financial picture. 

AMOCO spokesman Dale Cummings justi
fied the abatement saying that the paraxylene unit 
would ~provide 695 temporary construction jobs 
during the 18-mooth construction period, create 
nine new positions and preserve 22 others that al
ready exisL The official also said AMOCO needs 
the tax break fer the company IO be competitive. 

Texas City Mayor Chuck Doyle asked the 
Boord IO approve the abatement IO make the local 
tax picture attractive to other industties. 

COM, history professor Larry Smith was the 
only speaker against the tax abatement. 

Smith said creating tax loopholes for huge 
multinational corporations buns the average tax
payer including small businesses, homeowners and 
students. Smith said it amounts to "taking from 
the middle class and giving IO the rich." Smith 

called this "Robin Hood in reverse" and said it 
could cause a reductioo of services at COM. 

When asked by the Boord if the company had 
plans to use COM for any training at the new 
unit, Cummings said that at the Pfi'.5enl time no 
negotiations were underway. However, he did 
stress that the company always looks IO COM for 
assistance in education and training and gave as an 
example the New Process Technology Program at 
COM. 

The new unit is a joint venture of AMOCO 
Chemical Co. and AMOCO Oil Co. and will use 
an existing refinery unit that has been idle for 
some time. It will be reconstructed to produce 570 
million pounds ofparaxylene a year. 

Capital improvements approved included the 
purchase of office supplies and the construction of 
a "bare-bones" elevator for the Student Ceriter. 

Also, unanimous approval was given for the 
purchase of merchandizing showcases for the COM 
Bookstore. The fixtures will compare favorably 
with the showcases in a local department store, 
said Bob Kostelecky, direclOr of Physical PlanL 

Students unaware of parking restrictions 
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Early registration 
saves students time 
Continued from Pall' 1----------

Tois registration process required the students to 
make two trips: one, to the adviser and one to the Ad
ministration Building at early registratioo. The first trip 
was at the convenience of the student and the second one 
at any time during the two-day early registration. 

On Nov. 28 at 9 a.m. the lines were long, but by 
10 a.m. the waiting lines had diminished to an average 
of about foor. The students seemed IO enjoy the new pro
cedure because it dec,eased regi.stratioo time. 

Liz Caddell, a student registering the second day, 
said, "I was through registering in 10 minutes." Student 
.Dawn Laursen enthusiastically stated, "I was able to reg
ister in just a few Minutes even though the lines were 
long in the beginning." A total of 1,575 students out of 
a 4,013 student enrollment, the official 12th. class day of 
the semester count. registered early. 

At the regular registration, Jan. 4, and late registra; 
tion, Jan. 5, the remaining students will follow the same 
procedure with advisement during the last week of the 
fall semester and liom Jan. 2 through Jan. 5. 

COM play opens Jan~26., · 
Grou11d! .. Toam members llelp keep COM cam pas beautifuL From left: Susan Stone; Gaylffl Hayward, team leader 
and part-- pl,ysiaal edu<ation illSb'uctor; Dorothy Kemp; Midlael Settler; Troy Terrell; Oscar H~z; and 
R ... Meyers. . (Photo by Gina Castro) 

Continued from Page!---------

while a student attends college. 
One parent who will be affecled by the loss of funds 

and may have' to defer her education is COM student 
Kimberly Hawkins. "Without skills I cannot get a decent 
paying job," Hawkins said, adding that for many the 
dream of obtaining an education may" be just that, a 

dent, what the parking restrictions are. 
SAB sponsor Maryann Urick focused on the issue of 

emergency vehicles blocking Lot C for several hours for 
training purposes recently this semester. 

· 'T,n N1netnbtr/'a ml!$li:al alllllUI in~ by 
the •ts M1uunding the wretk l1t Ille S.S. ll!I-

: mond Fitzgerald i,r !Ao SlqleriilrNovember lli7S. 
· will J>(eview forfaciilly, sll!f!; !fflll-

Trash detracts from beauty of campus Dean Bass also said he had reviewed the issue of the 
condition of parking areas in lots C and D, as well as 
smoking violations, voiced at the Sept. 29 meeting, but 
had no concrete solutions at the present 

<lellli< J at S p.m. .in Ill& CoHege ~ !he 
Main l'bealre. ; . . 

. , Jan; 26. The i,lay , 
By DAWN LAURSEN 
Assistant Editor 

Suppose that you stepped on a nasty diaper while 
getting out of your ear. Wouldn't you let out half a doz
en or so anti-social epithets that might offend other hu
man ears? 

What about discarded McDonald's cups, beer cans 
and wine bottles half-filled with last night's drinks, or a 
mound of old cigarette butts, the refuse from someone's, 
r.ar ashtray? 

Where do we find all these? In the College of the 
Mainland parking lot, of course. 

COM hasa policy, though not specific, that makes 
COM an alcohol-free campus. In light of this, where do 
all the beer and wine bottles come from? And why 
doesn't the college make its policy clear instead of writ
ing that COM is a drug-free campus. assuming everyone 
knows that alcohol olso is considered a drug? 

Galen Haywan!. COM grounds maintenance worker 
for the past 15 years and part-time physical education in
structor for the past five years, stated that if people 
would lake a moment to pick up trash around the cam
pus, or even from their cars and put it into the proper 
waste receptacles, it would make his job much easier 
along with the jobs of the other six grounds team mem
bers. Hayward added that COM students, faculty and SlalT 
should be aware that 15 trash containers are located 
around campus. The Grounds Team members cover 120 
acres of COM and have other responsibilities, such as 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

planting trees, mowing, mulching and moving furniture dream. 

among other things. Other isRJes and problems voiced at the meeting in-
At one time a group of sbldents took certain arcu of volved parking tickets for parking violations. Students 

the campus and mado it their business IO keep ~ -,-•• ~ ... ""-=-=---,--~are of parting restrictions and felt 
ticular area cleaned, Hayward said. However, this was not that COM police have not clarified parking restrictions 
done with any consist.ency, so Hayward offered to pay with signs visible to everyone. SAB member Alart Col-
the students for the time they had spent picking up trash, lins suggested COM police conduct a meeting in con-
but they never took him up on the offer. junction with New Student Orient.ation to inform stu-

Hayward also poinled out that the campus now has 
large blue receptacles marked "cans only" IO collect alu
minum cans for recycling. The receptacles are located in 
snack rooms or close to beverage machines. COM also 
recycles paper and cardboard. 

"I know that housekeeping gets tired of cleaning up 
the cigarette butts all over campus," Hayward said. "It's a 
tedious job. It gets even harder when. butts in the parking 
lot have IO be cleaned up." The campus has designated 
smoking areas, but people may not be aware that smok
ing in the parking lot is not allowed. 

Though plants are often donated in an effort to in
crease the beauty of the campus, this is not enough, 
Hayward stared. "The campus cannot remain beautiful 
without a joint effort on everyone's part to take the time 
to pick up trash or deliver it to the proper containers on 
campus. 

"Anyone with ideas that would help (keep the cam
pus clean and beautiful) is welcome to bring them to the 
attention of any of our Grounds Team members," Hay
ward said. 

A Day Without Art 
Continued l'rolll Pqe 

mitte.d through sexual intimacy, or dirty syringes or 
needles shared by drug users. It may also be transmitted 
through tainted blood in a blood transfusion, or at birth 
by an infecled mother. 

At the conclusion of the reading everyone joined 
hands for a moment, ~ a sign of unity. 

"I felt the participalory reading was a very moving 
experience and I would likC to see it conynue each year 
in memory of those who have had AIDS," MarsHall 
said. 

Music recital set Jan. 31 
John Wolfskill and Dr. Maritza Mascarenhas, Col

lege of the Mainland music faculty members, will per
fonn a woodwinds and piano recital Tuesday, Jan. 31, at 
12:30 in the Fine Arts recital hall, Room F-117. Wolfs
kill and Dr. Masearenhas will perfonn classical melodies 
and technically ornate solos of the French A vante Garde 
Impressionistic Era . 

The recital is free and open to all members of the 

Dean B~ reminded students that an open door poli
cy exists at COM and that they are welcome to come to 
his office at any time to address their-concerns. 

For additional information contact Terrilynn Rotra
mel, Dean Bass's secretary, at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext. 229, or Sharon Gordy, Dean Pope's sec
retary, at Ext. 262 or 261. 

COM Jazz Combo 

• 19 cut1lan times are. · 
)If, & p.m' 11!(1 S!lndays. 

.......... - ·~ .. Ufi,~ niglllprior.; 
,nillht f()r eadl pmcluction.. . .. .. . 

Fer addllionlll information ot to.~ 
. 'tickeis oa11 (40!/l 9311.un or (713) 280-$\i!/t. 

Bxt. !i4s. . . . . 

community. "1 

Wolfskill teaches woodwinds, such as flute an saxo
phone and Dr. Mascarenhas teaK:hes piano. 

Their performance will include: Claude Debussy's !: 

"La fille aux cheveux de lin" for flute and piano; "Petite The COM Jazz Combo gives many performances every year on and off campus. First row from left: Stephen 
Piece" by Quet, for clarinet and piano; "a Caprice" by Lopez,guitar; Rodney F.ngelbosch, piano; Atsushi Osada, bass. Back row l'rom left: Sparky Koerner, trumpet; 
Bonneau, saxophone solo; and the "Concertino da Came- , Matt Westmoreland, bass; and Ramiro Soto, tenorasaxophone. Not pictured, Eric Thompson, drums; and 
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Sports/Campus Life 
Healthy relationships 
produced by sharing 
By LIZ CADDELL 
Starr Reporter 

James Shippy, director of College of the Mainland 
Student Services, opened his hour-long lecture on Atti
tude Adjustment Oct. 20 in the Student Center by telling 
the 23-member audience that a positive attitude is impor
tant because life is a learning experience 80d a failure 
should not stop a person from contihuing to try to be 
successful. He pointed to the life ~f Abraham Lincoln 
who didn't allow numerous failures Ml his personal life 
to stop him from becoming the 14th president of the 
United States. 

Shippy explained that a lot of people suffer from 
what he calls PLOM (poor little old me syndrome). 
Blaming someone else for his feelings removes the re
sponsi~ility each person must take for his own feelings. 
Shippy emphasized that although people are products of 
their environments, each person has the ability to ,make 
his own choices in 1ife. 

To be successful in life, Shippy said motivation, 
discipline and attitude are key fat tors. However, many 
people allow fear to short-circuit them before they even 
attempt to become successful. 

In terms of relationships, Shippy discussed how 
Hollywood celebrities, fairy tales, romance novels and 
movies tend to dictate what the right relationship is and 
that many individuals seek happiness by trying to find 
the right relationship. An important step in choosing the 
right relationship is one that many people bypass. Ship
py stated that a healthy relationship comes from sharing 
experiences, good and bad. Also getting to know one an
other by discovering one another's characteristics helps 
the couple to become mature adults together. 

Shippy said: "Make promises to yourself. Promise 
to be too happy to worry, too noble for anger, too 
strong for fear, too cheerful tQ permit the presence of 
trouble." 

In addition to high self-esteem, high self-concept 
can help anyone to handle negativity. Shippy also re
minded the audience that "although &here is no insurance 
for a broken heart, the only protection you have against 
one is yourself. n 

The winners in COM's 18th Annual Turkey Trot held Nov. 19 are from left: Diony Grubb, 2nd place in the 1-mile 
overall; Jennifer CMper, 1st place in the 1-mile overall; Sonny Hyare, 2nd place in.the 1-mile overall; Leno Rios, 
1st place in the 1-mile overall; Rebecca Griffice, 1st place in the children's 1/4-mile race; and Casey Martinez also 
1st in the children's 1/4-mile race. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Fun run promotes health awareness 
By AMY BERGERON 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland StuMllt Activities 
Board sponsored the 18th Annoal Turkey Trot in the 
COM gym Nov. 19. 

According to Tat0my Stafford, program assistant for 
Recreational Programs, a little more than 200 people 
participated in the fun walk. The Turkey Trot is an annu
al event 

"The main purpose of the Twkey Trot is to encour
age people to be concerned about their health," said Mar
yann Urick, director of Recreational Programs at COM. 
"Sometimes coming out to an event like this can be mo
tivating." 

The trot consisted of four ra~es including the 1/4-

mile. 1-mile. 3-mile and 6-mile run. Children under 10 
competed in the 1/4-mile run. 

Winners in the children's event were Carey Martinez 
of Alvin and Rebecca Griffice of Galv~ton. Martinez is 
no stranger to the Turkey Trot, he also won first place 
on the 1/4-milc track last year. 

First place winners in the 1-miJe overall were Leno 
Rios and Jennifer Casper. Second place went to Sonny 
Hyare and Diony Grubb. 

In the 3-mile overall, firsl place went to Tony 
Yoakum and Danielle Schaeffer. Second place winners 
were Eric Reichle and Amy Williams. 

The winners for the 6--mile overall were Bob Wolfe 
and Mallari Gibson with Will Lindgren and Joelyne Van 
Der Togt coming in second place. 

College emphasizes 
campuswide recycling 
By RICHARD MOORE 
Staff Reporter 

"Did you know it only takes 17 cans to .make 011e 

poond of aluminum?" asked Karen Eads, College of the 
Mainland records management clerlc. "Recycling one alu
minum can saves enough energy to run a TV for three 
hours.' 

In an effon to &ooperate with the CLEAN TEXAS 
2000 goal, which is an attempt to cut in half the amount 
of trash sent to landfills by the year 2000, COM has 
placed big, round blue receptacles marked 'Cans Only' 
around campus in the snack rooms or close to beverage 
machines. ''We would like"' ellCOlll1ll!C students, faculty 
and the staff to recycle their paper ana to use the recepta
cles for their cans," Eads said referring to COM's plan to 
increase.recycling awareness on campus. 

This greater effort to recycle and to encourage recy
cling is a cooperative endeavor of COM President Larry 
L. Stanley, Bob Kostelecky, director of COM Physical 
Plant and Eads. 

Bookstore employees model new COM short sets and sweatshirts now available for Christmas purchases, Posing 
from left: Larry Edwards, student ~istant; Bobbie Rodgers; Ryan Woodall, student assistant; Mary Elten·Grove, 
secretary; and Judy Hudso~: (Photo by Gina Castro) 

"COM won't receive money for the recycling, but 
the recycling company employs handicapped people who 
will reap benefits from the recycling, as will everyone, 
since we will be taking care of our environment," Eads 
said. 

' • 
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COM needs clearer 
policy on alcohol use 

. Dawn ·1.aune . ... . . n 

Because of College of the Mainland's annual pu1ici
patioo in the national collegiare drug and alcohol aware
ness week. I had always assomed that COM, which 
sponsored an awareness day Oct 27, was an alcohol-free 
campus. As a result, I was stunned during the Ann Rich
ards Rally, held in the Student Center the evening of 
Nov. 3, to see that one of the rally participants had 
brought a can of beer into the Student Center. This in it
self was bad; however, what really got my attention and 
stirred my indignation was that Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean 
of College and Financial Services, was standing not a 
foot from this man, yet said nothing to him about the 
beer. However, perhaps he did no see it 

COM's policy on drugs as stated in Employees 
Standard of Conduct, a manoal that ootlines appropriate 
conduct on campus, is: "The College President is author
ized by the Board to permit the .serving and conswnption 
of alcohol at appropriate college functions.' I felt the ral
ly wu definitely not an appropriate function. 

It seems that COM's policy supposes everyone 
knows that alcohol is a drug. Maybe we should let our 
new Student Government draw up a new policy. one that 
woold be more specific. Had a more specific policy been 
in place, someooe in authority could have stepped foc
ward and asked the gentleman to dispose of his beer, and 
offered a furn reminder that COM is an alcohol-free cam
pus. With a more specific policy, the college could also 
put up more new signs reading: "No Smoking Except in 
Designated Areas. COM is a Drug & Alcohol Free Cam
pus.' After all cigarettes are drugs also. 

Rules are rules and they should apply to all, even 
visitors on campus. Dr. Pope, if he was aware of the 
beer, should have done something about the situation. I 
guess I could have dooe something about it myself; 
however, I was unsure tha1 evening what the college pol
icy is regarding alcohol. 

I just assomed that when a person of authority is 
present and witn~ a rule being broken, he would take 
care of the situation. 

Gallery plans variety 
of exhibits for spring 
By AMY TAFT 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland An Gallery has a va
riety of exhibilS scheduled for the spring semester. 

Portraits of Community, the first scheduled exhibit, 
features photographs capturing several generations in
cluding African Americans from 1920 to the present 

The photographs are the work of African-American 
photographers of Texas. many from the Houston
Galveston area. Among the featured artists is well
known Houston photographel' Earlie Hudnall. The exhil>
it, which is curaled by Alan Goveinor of Documentary 
Arts Inc. of Dallas, opens Thursday, Feb. 2, with a pul>
lic lecture at 7 p.m. in the Fine Arts Building, Room F-
117. 

The second exhibit features the work of Polish
American artist Bogdan Perzynski. The exhibit opens 
Thursday, March 23, at 2 p.m. with a gallcty discussion 
with the art.isl The exhibit features a show installation 
in which the viewer will be able to make his own video 
with sound. 

The final exhibit scheduled for the spring is the Stu
dent Show which opens April 20 at 6 p.m. 
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Bike rodeo to stress safety Dec. 17 
By AMY BERGERON 
Staff Reporter 

In order to promote bike safety and maintenance, the 
College of the Mainland Police Association and other 
area bicycle patrol divisions are sponsoring a free Bicycle 
Rodeo in COM Pamng Lot A, Saturday, Dec. 17, from 
9 to noon. 

'The Bicycle Rodeo will consist of several different 
courses including a 3.5 mile ride along. in which all par
ticipants will ride together. Other events will be an ob
stacle course delllOllSlration, safety issues and gear, bicy • 
cle laws. and nutrition and fitness. 

The COM bike patrol also will try to stress bike 
•maintenance. The people involved in the event want 
those who attend the rodeo to come away from it know
ing how to take care of their bikes, how to use hand sig
nals and what to do if they are injured in a bike accident 

1be rodeo is COM police officer Mikey House's 
idea. House, a member of COM's police bike patrol, got 
the inspiration from the training the patrol received this 
past July in Austin. He had talked to several other bike 
patrol divisions who had previously sponsored such rode
os on improving safety in the community. 

Although House said the rodeo is really aimed at 
children. he also would like to see parents and adults 

come and learn. "The stress is for the kids," he said, "but 
we want parents there to enjoy it." House also pointed 
out that the first two people to sign up were two 70-
year-old-men who said they "wanted to race each other." 
Children under 10 must be accompanied by an adult 

Prizes will include first place ttophies for the win
ners in each age group in lhe obstacle course and speed 
races. Doo£ prizes will include T-shirts, coozies, key 
chains, cups, volley balls, basketballs and more. Most 
of the items were donated by Take a Bite out of Crime, 
an organization in the Galveston· area that tries to teach 
children the dangers of drugs, gangs and crime. However, 
the COM police department is absorbing the costs of the 
T-shirts. 

Other police bike divisions participating in the ro
deo include the Alvin Police Department, Texas City 
Police Department and the Galveston County Sheriffs 
Department 

So far, 29 people have registered to panicipate. 
House said that because the rodeo is free, hopefully it 
will have a big turnout. For those intcr~ted. the COM 
police department welcomes participants with tricycles 
and bicycles to sign up at the COM gym. 

For more information or about registration, contact 
House at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 403. 

Blood driye ma({e-up .d;iy h~ld Nov. 21 .. 
i BY Bll.,\D STEVENSON 
. Staff Jleporle,; 
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Features 

New COM reference librarian Tracey Cuellar is 
booored aad welaJmed at a reception Nov. 8 In the 
library. She replaces Ann Miller, who took a 
position at Northwestern Michigan University 
last summer. (Photo by Jim HiggiDS) 

New librarian gives 
quality assistance 

• 

By LIZ CADDELL 
Staff Reporter 

Tracey Cuellar was hired Nov. I as College of 
lhe Mainland's reference librarian. She replaces 
Ann Mil1er, who left this summer for Nonhern 
Michigan University in Marqueue where she was 
named associate professor and coordinator of li
brary instruction. 

Wilh a warm friendly smile Cuellar has enlhu
siastically taken on her duties as reference librari
an, in addition to being a wife and lhe molher of 
two children, Kathleen. 2. and Nicolas, 8 monlhs. 
As a l'fflult. spare time is a rare commodity for her. 
she said. 

A native Texan, Cuellar was raised in· Bay
town. She obtainoo her bachelor's degree from Ste
phen F. Austin University in Nacogdoches and her 
master's from the University of Nortll Texas in 
Denton. She was ernployeed at lhe University of 
Houston main campus for the past two years as 
reference librarian. 

A reception was held in the COM library 
Nov. 8 to welcome Cuellar, who said the reception 
gave her the opportunity to assure students that 
they can expect to continue to receive the same 
quality assistance from her as they received from 
Miller. 

Cuellar seeks to assist students to use the 
skills they have learned, such as those for research 
papers. in everyday life. 

"Critical lhinking on my part is necessary be
cause I am an educator," Cuellar said. "Both of my 
parents are educators. My father is a speech and 
English professor at Lee College in Baytown. and 
my mother is a drama and speech consultant at 
Crosby High School." Cuellar added lhat her par
ents stressed learning skills and academics early in 
her life. 

"Librarians are educators.'' Cuellar empha
sized. This is one of the many reasons she chose 
to pursue a career as librarian. 

• 
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2 special GED students earn awards 
By DAWN LAURSEN love my work." Mendoza said. "I help lhe customers and 

help keep lhe place clean, but I go home so tired." 
Assistant Editor 

Our community can be proud of lhe consislent effort 
and hard work lhat our mentally handicapped students 
here at College of lhe Mainland have made In an effort to 
become participating citizens of lhe United States. 

Karl Socha and Er-
linda Mendoza were ,e
warded f0< lheir efforts 
wilh lhe Disabled Work
er of lhe Year banquet 
Oct. 29. Both students 
are \aught language 
skills by COM adult 
basic education instruc-
tor Janice Gednalske. 
They were previous stu
dents of ABE instructor 
John Lones, who taught 
lhem malh. 

Socha was lhe first Karl Socha 
recipient of lhe award given by lhe Vocational Placement 
Services, a state agency. Socha was awarded $1,000 and 
a plaque. 

"I was first at las~" stated Socha, who has worked 
for the past four years at Exxon USA in Texas City. So
cha is currently working oo his General Equivalency Di
ploma at COM. 

Mendoza. who alsc;> is working on her GED at COM 
received a plaque in honor of her two years of service at 
lhe Marriot Hotel at lhe Space Center in Webster. "I 

Currently Mendoza is working enthusiastically on 
her reading and writing skills and she is glad of lhe op
portunity to improve herself. Her goal is to "get my 
GED like everybody else." She added. "I want to be 
somebody. like everybody else." 

According to Shirley Terrill, executive director of 
Vocational Sezvices in Galveston, the banquet was held 
in an effort to enlighten the community, as well as the 
employers, and to demonstrate' llrat people with disabili
ties can be self-supporting, as are Socha and Mendoza, 
who both live in Dickinson. 

Other students working on GEDs in Gednalsk:e's 
class while employed in this area include: Tully Hill, 
23. who has worked with Wal-Mart at Mainland Cross
ing for the past four years; Shirley Bradford, 58, who is 
working at Hastings 
Video in Texas City; and 
Lupita Ornelas, 68, who 
has worked for the past 
25 years in the Texas 
City schools. 

These students said 
lhey all enjoy Gednals
ke's instruction, and 
Gednalske said she is 
proud of each of them 
and enjoys working with 
them. 

The banquet was 
held at lhe Holiday Inn 
Hotel in Galveston. Erlinda Mendoza 

Men, women involved in abuse need aid 
By AMY TAFT 
Manaaiag Editor 

Edllor'r ,wk: Thu is the final part of a three-part ser
ie1 dealing with domestic violence. This part uplore1 
why ~n justify abwe and women accept it, and the 
help that is availabl, for ~d wom,n. 

The most important point to remember in domestic 
violence is that both the vicJim and abuser need help. 
The victim is trapped in a world of violence because she 
sees no escape or does not want to seek escape for fear of 
her life. The abuser. on lhe olher hand, also is ttapped in 
a world of violence because he does not know how to 
deal properly wilh his anger. 

His side 
According to Trudy S. Moore's article, "O. J. Simp

son's Case Brings New Focus on Abuse of Women" in 
the July 18 issue of Jet, men need to learn appropriate 
ways to handle their problems rather than abuse the 
women in their lives. "There is never any excuse for 
abuse or murder," Moore explains. "Men can walk away. 
They don't have IO stay in a situation until they are com
pletely out of control." 

According to "Patterns of Abuse" in lhe July 4 issue 
of Newsw~elr., the best way to deal with domestic abuse 
is to counsel each member of lhe relationship separately 
so that the man can take full respon$ibilty for the sinaa
tion and lhe woman does not feel that if she changes lhe 
abuse will no longer happen. 

In "Patterns of Abuse" New York psychologist Mat
thew Campbell, who runs a treattnent program in Suf
folk County, is quoted as saying: "The man has to lake 
full responsibility. He has to learn to say, I can leave. I 
can express upset But I cannot be abusive." 

Abusive men need to learn how to manage their an
ger through counseling or sessions such as the OJ¥!S of
fered at Pivot Project, which is a private and non-profit 
counseling agency in Hm.iston. Pivot Project deals with 
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domestic violence in a different way. Participants recount 
lhe past week's conflicts and as each man tells his stay. 
his peers offer criticism of his actions. This way men 
can learn why their way is not always the right way. 

According to "Patterns of Abuse" researchers also 
are looking into using drug treatment as a tool to curb
ing some men's aggressiveness. Prozac-type antidepress
ants enhance a brain chemical called serotonin which les
sens aggressiveness in males. 

However, neither counseling nor drug treatment is a 
cure-all for lhe problems of dooiestic violence. Campbell 
explains: "We need psychological services. But services 
mean nothing wi_thout sanctions. Men need to know that 
if they don't change, lhey'II go to jail." 

In "Patterns of Abuse" Dr. Roland Maiuro, director 
of the Harborview Anger Management and Domestic Vi
olence Program in Seattle, Wash., notes that some men 
simply become more bitter and, in twn, more dangerous 
after they're arrested. Dr. Maiuro says, "Until treatment 
becomes a surer science, keeping those men behind bars 
may be the best way to keep their victims alive." 

Her side 
According to lhe article "He's Going to Kill Me" in 

the September issu~ of Glamour, the most dangerous 
thing a woman can do is leave her abuser because her 
leaving sends signals to the abuser that he is no longer 
in control of the situation. For this reason many women 
stay in abusive relationships and do not seek assistance. 
It is not until the abusive situation reaches the point of 
the abuser threataring to take the children, if the victim 
leaves, that the victim takes action. This is often deadly 
for the victim or the abuser. According to "He's Going 
to Kill Me," about one third of the women in prison for 
homicide have killed their male parmcrs. Women oflen 
kill their parmers for reasons different from those of 
men. Women kill because of fear or as a last resort; men 
kill because of an escalation of violence. 

See Hotlines Page 5 
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InterCOM students reminisce about Christmases past 
Kittens happy terrors :C,1::t;bstitutetm:khegotme. Thatmademefeela Unconditionallove 

Last year I was faced with a dilemma I oow know 
will linger for years to come: whether or not to decorate 
a Chrisunas tree for lhe holiday season. I'm quite a per
fectionist when il comes to how my Christmas tree 
looks. All lhe lights, ornaments and bows have to be ar
ranged perfectly. However, last year I encountered a prob
lem that I never had faced before -- a kitten. 

That November I adopted a 6-monlh-okl kitten from 
lhe SPCA. The Chrisunas tree, wilh its shiny glass or
naments, bright lights and colorful bows, proved irresis
tible to my kitten. Moq,hine. She chewed on lhe branch
es. pulled down lhe lights and shattered lhe majority of 
lhe ornaments well before lhe holiday seasoo was under
way. Despite scolding or streaming water from a water 
gun at her, Molphine could not resist lhe tree which sat 
in its comer beckoning my weak-willed kitten the mo
ment I was out of sight 

One year later rm searching for ornaments to replace 
lhe broken ones and a way to cat-proof my Christmas 
tree. Hopefully, 111 succeed because even !hough Mor
phine is a year older, she has a new friend, a 7-week old 
kitten named Harley, who is much more mischievous 
and curious. I already can tell I'll have my hands full lhis 
year, but unfortunately they won't be full of gifts. 

-by Amy Teft 

Swindled by Santa? 
When I was In lhe second grade, lhe monster truck 

Bigfoot was really popular wilh kids in my class. Nolh
lng would have made me happier lhan getting one of 
lhose battery-operated toy trucks for Christmas. 

On Chrisbnas Eve, I kept dreaming about playing 
wilh my Bigfoot on lhe sidewalk lhe next day. I could 
llardly wait or sleep. The next morning, I dashed into lhe 
living room and began digging through lhe presents. Af
ter a few minutes of searching, I grew impatienL 

"Where's my Bigfoot?" I asked. My parents' silence 
said it all: I wasn't getting one. 

I went back to bed and pulled lhe covers ov& my 
head. What was lhe point of opening anylhlng else? San
ta had let me down. My parents came in and persoaded 
me to look at my stocking. but I was still too hurt I fi
nally looked inside and found a note from Santa, explain
ing that he had run out of Bigfoots but hoped I would 

It wasn't until years larer that I realiffil how much 
my parents went through to find that tm:k. Now I see 
lhat Christmas in a different ligh~ 

-uy Brad Stev,nson 

Joyful carolers 
From lhe window we watched as lhe lhe snow came 

drifting down and engulfed our litde hoose in lhe valley 
of Raton, N.M. The mountains were illuminated wilh 
Mother Nature's soft white coat. 

It was Christmas Eve and this was our first Christ
mas away from our family. Our daughtets. IO and 14, 
didn't seem to mind; lhey were too busy gazing at lhe 
beauty of lhe new-fallen snow. Then suddenly our froot 
porch sprang to life as a group of young people sang jol
ly Christmas carols. Homemade cookies and hot choco
late soon wanned the carolecs. lnen, out the door they 
went joined by two more merry young carolers. 

-by Barbara E. Lewis 

Santa lives 
It was Christmas Eve and my mother and I were 

working vecy hard to prepare everylhing for Santa 
Claus's arrival. I was just old enough to question lhe ru
mors fd been hearing that Santa was not real. I gueas I 
figured it was best to be oo lhe safe side, and went along 
wilh Mom"s plans for cookies and milk. A few presents 
were already under lhe tree, all wrapped in shiny red pa
per. 

I went to bed skeptical. When I awoke I found 
presents everywhere wrapped in green tissue paper. Right 
then I knew-imtta was real We didn't have any sreen pa
per. 

I remember lhe relief and joy I felt that mmtlng' 
knowing f0< sure, Santa was real. 

-by Jessamyn Denney 

Twilight snow 
Hooting past lhe windows warm wilh lhe glow of light 

come tender flakes, drifting gendy to the ground. 
Whispers of winter. fme and beautiful, 

blankets lhe ground wilh the purmess of snow. 

-by Dawn Laws~n 

Hotlines available to abused women 
C"ontinued lrom Page 4---------

To avoid having IO live with a c.onsequence that will 
haunt them the rest of their lives or that will end their 
lives, abused women need to seek ootside assistance. 

According to "Patterns of Abuse." women's groups 
are lobbying nationally for lhe $ 1.8 million Violence 
Against Women Act which would set up a natiooal hot
line, provide police training, toughen penalties and aid 
shelters and prevention programs. Mimi Rose, chief of 
the Family Violence and Assault Unit at the Philadel
phia District Attorney's Office, is quoled as saying: "We 
need to rethink: what we're doing. Prosecution isn't a pa
nacea. It's a tourniquet We put it on when there is an 
emergency and we keep it on as long as necessary. But 
the question is, then what'!" 

Where to gel help 
The Houston Area Women's Center offers help, 

such as counseling for battered women and their fami
lies; accompanying vic.tims to hospitals, police and 
coun proceedings; and helping victims obtain financial, 
legal, transpOrtation, housing and employment services. 

' 
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The Houston Women's Center lists several things 
that are important to remember when leaving a situation 
in which family violence is a problem: 

I. Keep all important papers or copies of birth cer
tificates, social security cards and drivers license in one 
place. 

2. Get a copy of your house. car or other imponan.t 
keys. 

3. Pack basic clothing for yourself and children. 
4. Take with you important papers, clothes and 

medications or leave them with a friend or in a safe 
place. 

For more infonnation about the services the Hous
ton Area Women Cbtter offers. call (713) 528-6798. To 
seek help because of abusive relationships call lhe Hous
ton hotline for infonnation, refferals and shelter intake at 
(713) 528-2121. 

For infonnation about shelters in Galveston County 
or for lhe 24-hour Crisis Hotline call Galveston, (409) 
765-SAFE; Texas City. (409) 948-IIELP; Sante Fe/ 
Hitchcock, (409) 925-IIELP; League City, (713) 332-
IIELP or Crystal Beach. (409) 684-6601. 

• 

The most important memc.y I could ever have of 
Christmas is a priceless gift lhat I once received. This 
gift is love. but not just any type of love. it is perfect 
love, unconditional love, love that has no end. 

This gift lrinp me inner peace that surpasses all 
understanding. It brings me comfort when I fail, and it 
continues to grow even when I don't deserve it 

This gift was reserved foc me when Jesus Christ was 
born many, many years ago. Christmas is a time tu cele
brate that birth because it is by his srace and his love 
that I am lhe person who I am. 

For me there is no sreater love. No material posses
sion coold ever take lhe place of lhe gift of love that he 
gives to me. . 

Meny Chrisunas to all. 

-by Lir Caddell 

Grandpa's secret 
When I was about 4 or 5 years old my parents, as 

most parents, tried to persuade lheir children to believe 
in Santa Claus. My grandfather played Santa Claus for 
many years and my brolher, siste< and I weren't supposed 
to know. 

Christmas Eve my molher got my grandpa to drive 
to our house dressed like Santa. She sent my dad out 
wilh my brolher. sister and me to look at lights so we 
wouldn't see my grandpa arrive. I wu very suspicious, 
but my younger 0brotlter and sister didn't have a clue. 
While my dad was driving arqund, we pe.<sed a Santa · 
Claus driving my grandpa's car. My dad denied seeing 
anything, but I knew something was up. 

My dad took his time going back home. When we 
arrived my grandpa's car was nowhere in sigh, but he 
- insidedl-1 like Sallla. Hesai<lbe was real and 
lhat he'd take all his presents back to lhe North Pole if 
we didn't believe. My (Jllft:lllS created some sort of dis
ttaction In another room to let my grandpa slip out lhe 
froot door and lhen said he went up lhe chimney. 

A year Iare,, I was visiting my grandparents' home. 
I walked past my grandpa"• bedmom and saw him stand
ing in his Santa suit holding his white whiskers in his 
hand. He saw me standing there looking in and ex
claimed nervously,"Get ooaa here boy!" 

-uy Carl Owens 

COMLibnryemployeesdec:oraletbelibnryCbmtmas 
tree Nov. 30. Pictured From left: Student assistant 
Rodney Kimble and Library Team members Tillie 
Henson, Tracey CueDar, Holly Davi1and Ann Howard. 

(Photo by Gina Castro) 
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New COM reference librarian Tracey Cuellar is 
booored aad welaJmed at a reception Nov. 8 In the 
library. She replaces Ann Miller, who took a 
position at Northwestern Michigan University 
last summer. (Photo by Jim HiggiDS) 

New librarian gives 
quality assistance 

• 

By LIZ CADDELL 
Staff Reporter 

Tracey Cuellar was hired Nov. I as College of 
lhe Mainland's reference librarian. She replaces 
Ann Mil1er, who left this summer for Nonhern 
Michigan University in Marqueue where she was 
named associate professor and coordinator of li
brary instruction. 

Wilh a warm friendly smile Cuellar has enlhu
siastically taken on her duties as reference librari
an, in addition to being a wife and lhe molher of 
two children, Kathleen. 2. and Nicolas, 8 monlhs. 
As a l'fflult. spare time is a rare commodity for her. 
she said. 

A native Texan, Cuellar was raised in· Bay
town. She obtainoo her bachelor's degree from Ste
phen F. Austin University in Nacogdoches and her 
master's from the University of Nortll Texas in 
Denton. She was ernployeed at lhe University of 
Houston main campus for the past two years as 
reference librarian. 

A reception was held in the COM library 
Nov. 8 to welcome Cuellar, who said the reception 
gave her the opportunity to assure students that 
they can expect to continue to receive the same 
quality assistance from her as they received from 
Miller. 

Cuellar seeks to assist students to use the 
skills they have learned, such as those for research 
papers. in everyday life. 

"Critical lhinking on my part is necessary be
cause I am an educator," Cuellar said. "Both of my 
parents are educators. My father is a speech and 
English professor at Lee College in Baytown. and 
my mother is a drama and speech consultant at 
Crosby High School." Cuellar added lhat her par
ents stressed learning skills and academics early in 
her life. 

"Librarians are educators.'' Cuellar empha
sized. This is one of the many reasons she chose 
to pursue a career as librarian. 
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2 special GED students earn awards 
By DAWN LAURSEN love my work." Mendoza said. "I help lhe customers and 

help keep lhe place clean, but I go home so tired." 
Assistant Editor 

Our community can be proud of lhe consislent effort 
and hard work lhat our mentally handicapped students 
here at College of lhe Mainland have made In an effort to 
become participating citizens of lhe United States. 

Karl Socha and Er-
linda Mendoza were ,e
warded f0< lheir efforts 
wilh lhe Disabled Work
er of lhe Year banquet 
Oct. 29. Both students 
are \aught language 
skills by COM adult 
basic education instruc-
tor Janice Gednalske. 
They were previous stu
dents of ABE instructor 
John Lones, who taught 
lhem malh. 

Socha was lhe first Karl Socha 
recipient of lhe award given by lhe Vocational Placement 
Services, a state agency. Socha was awarded $1,000 and 
a plaque. 

"I was first at las~" stated Socha, who has worked 
for the past four years at Exxon USA in Texas City. So
cha is currently working oo his General Equivalency Di
ploma at COM. 

Mendoza. who alsc;> is working on her GED at COM 
received a plaque in honor of her two years of service at 
lhe Marriot Hotel at lhe Space Center in Webster. "I 

Currently Mendoza is working enthusiastically on 
her reading and writing skills and she is glad of lhe op
portunity to improve herself. Her goal is to "get my 
GED like everybody else." She added. "I want to be 
somebody. like everybody else." 

According to Shirley Terrill, executive director of 
Vocational Sezvices in Galveston, the banquet was held 
in an effort to enlighten the community, as well as the 
employers, and to demonstrate' llrat people with disabili
ties can be self-supporting, as are Socha and Mendoza, 
who both live in Dickinson. 

Other students working on GEDs in Gednalsk:e's 
class while employed in this area include: Tully Hill, 
23. who has worked with Wal-Mart at Mainland Cross
ing for the past four years; Shirley Bradford, 58, who is 
working at Hastings 
Video in Texas City; and 
Lupita Ornelas, 68, who 
has worked for the past 
25 years in the Texas 
City schools. 

These students said 
lhey all enjoy Gednals
ke's instruction, and 
Gednalske said she is 
proud of each of them 
and enjoys working with 
them. 

The banquet was 
held at lhe Holiday Inn 
Hotel in Galveston. Erlinda Mendoza 

Men, women involved in abuse need aid 
By AMY TAFT 
Manaaiag Editor 

Edllor'r ,wk: Thu is the final part of a three-part ser
ie1 dealing with domestic violence. This part uplore1 
why ~n justify abwe and women accept it, and the 
help that is availabl, for ~d wom,n. 

The most important point to remember in domestic 
violence is that both the vicJim and abuser need help. 
The victim is trapped in a world of violence because she 
sees no escape or does not want to seek escape for fear of 
her life. The abuser. on lhe olher hand, also is ttapped in 
a world of violence because he does not know how to 
deal properly wilh his anger. 

His side 
According to Trudy S. Moore's article, "O. J. Simp

son's Case Brings New Focus on Abuse of Women" in 
the July 18 issue of Jet, men need to learn appropriate 
ways to handle their problems rather than abuse the 
women in their lives. "There is never any excuse for 
abuse or murder," Moore explains. "Men can walk away. 
They don't have IO stay in a situation until they are com
pletely out of control." 

According to "Patterns of Abuse" in lhe July 4 issue 
of Newsw~elr., the best way to deal with domestic abuse 
is to counsel each member of lhe relationship separately 
so that the man can take full respon$ibilty for the sinaa
tion and lhe woman does not feel that if she changes lhe 
abuse will no longer happen. 

In "Patterns of Abuse" New York psychologist Mat
thew Campbell, who runs a treattnent program in Suf
folk County, is quoted as saying: "The man has to lake 
full responsibility. He has to learn to say, I can leave. I 
can express upset But I cannot be abusive." 

Abusive men need to learn how to manage their an
ger through counseling or sessions such as the OJ¥!S of
fered at Pivot Project, which is a private and non-profit 
counseling agency in Hm.iston. Pivot Project deals with 
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domestic violence in a different way. Participants recount 
lhe past week's conflicts and as each man tells his stay. 
his peers offer criticism of his actions. This way men 
can learn why their way is not always the right way. 

According to "Patterns of Abuse" researchers also 
are looking into using drug treatment as a tool to curb
ing some men's aggressiveness. Prozac-type antidepress
ants enhance a brain chemical called serotonin which les
sens aggressiveness in males. 

However, neither counseling nor drug treatment is a 
cure-all for lhe problems of dooiestic violence. Campbell 
explains: "We need psychological services. But services 
mean nothing wi_thout sanctions. Men need to know that 
if they don't change, lhey'II go to jail." 

In "Patterns of Abuse" Dr. Roland Maiuro, director 
of the Harborview Anger Management and Domestic Vi
olence Program in Seattle, Wash., notes that some men 
simply become more bitter and, in twn, more dangerous 
after they're arrested. Dr. Maiuro says, "Until treatment 
becomes a surer science, keeping those men behind bars 
may be the best way to keep their victims alive." 

Her side 
According to lhe article "He's Going to Kill Me" in 

the September issu~ of Glamour, the most dangerous 
thing a woman can do is leave her abuser because her 
leaving sends signals to the abuser that he is no longer 
in control of the situation. For this reason many women 
stay in abusive relationships and do not seek assistance. 
It is not until the abusive situation reaches the point of 
the abuser threataring to take the children, if the victim 
leaves, that the victim takes action. This is often deadly 
for the victim or the abuser. According to "He's Going 
to Kill Me," about one third of the women in prison for 
homicide have killed their male parmcrs. Women oflen 
kill their parmers for reasons different from those of 
men. Women kill because of fear or as a last resort; men 
kill because of an escalation of violence. 

See Hotlines Page 5 
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InterCOM students reminisce about Christmases past 
Kittens happy terrors :C,1::t;bstitutetm:khegotme. Thatmademefeela Unconditionallove 

Last year I was faced with a dilemma I oow know 
will linger for years to come: whether or not to decorate 
a Chrisunas tree for lhe holiday season. I'm quite a per
fectionist when il comes to how my Christmas tree 
looks. All lhe lights, ornaments and bows have to be ar
ranged perfectly. However, last year I encountered a prob
lem that I never had faced before -- a kitten. 

That November I adopted a 6-monlh-okl kitten from 
lhe SPCA. The Chrisunas tree, wilh its shiny glass or
naments, bright lights and colorful bows, proved irresis
tible to my kitten. Moq,hine. She chewed on lhe branch
es. pulled down lhe lights and shattered lhe majority of 
lhe ornaments well before lhe holiday seasoo was under
way. Despite scolding or streaming water from a water 
gun at her, Molphine could not resist lhe tree which sat 
in its comer beckoning my weak-willed kitten the mo
ment I was out of sight 

One year later rm searching for ornaments to replace 
lhe broken ones and a way to cat-proof my Christmas 
tree. Hopefully, 111 succeed because even !hough Mor
phine is a year older, she has a new friend, a 7-week old 
kitten named Harley, who is much more mischievous 
and curious. I already can tell I'll have my hands full lhis 
year, but unfortunately they won't be full of gifts. 

-by Amy Teft 

Swindled by Santa? 
When I was In lhe second grade, lhe monster truck 

Bigfoot was really popular wilh kids in my class. Nolh
lng would have made me happier lhan getting one of 
lhose battery-operated toy trucks for Christmas. 

On Chrisbnas Eve, I kept dreaming about playing 
wilh my Bigfoot on lhe sidewalk lhe next day. I could 
llardly wait or sleep. The next morning, I dashed into lhe 
living room and began digging through lhe presents. Af
ter a few minutes of searching, I grew impatienL 

"Where's my Bigfoot?" I asked. My parents' silence 
said it all: I wasn't getting one. 

I went back to bed and pulled lhe covers ov& my 
head. What was lhe point of opening anylhlng else? San
ta had let me down. My parents came in and persoaded 
me to look at my stocking. but I was still too hurt I fi
nally looked inside and found a note from Santa, explain
ing that he had run out of Bigfoots but hoped I would 

It wasn't until years larer that I realiffil how much 
my parents went through to find that tm:k. Now I see 
lhat Christmas in a different ligh~ 

-uy Brad Stev,nson 

Joyful carolers 
From lhe window we watched as lhe lhe snow came 

drifting down and engulfed our litde hoose in lhe valley 
of Raton, N.M. The mountains were illuminated wilh 
Mother Nature's soft white coat. 

It was Christmas Eve and this was our first Christ
mas away from our family. Our daughtets. IO and 14, 
didn't seem to mind; lhey were too busy gazing at lhe 
beauty of lhe new-fallen snow. Then suddenly our froot 
porch sprang to life as a group of young people sang jol
ly Christmas carols. Homemade cookies and hot choco
late soon wanned the carolecs. lnen, out the door they 
went joined by two more merry young carolers. 

-by Barbara E. Lewis 

Santa lives 
It was Christmas Eve and my mother and I were 

working vecy hard to prepare everylhing for Santa 
Claus's arrival. I was just old enough to question lhe ru
mors fd been hearing that Santa was not real. I gueas I 
figured it was best to be oo lhe safe side, and went along 
wilh Mom"s plans for cookies and milk. A few presents 
were already under lhe tree, all wrapped in shiny red pa
per. 

I went to bed skeptical. When I awoke I found 
presents everywhere wrapped in green tissue paper. Right 
then I knew-imtta was real We didn't have any sreen pa
per. 

I remember lhe relief and joy I felt that mmtlng' 
knowing f0< sure, Santa was real. 

-by Jessamyn Denney 

Twilight snow 
Hooting past lhe windows warm wilh lhe glow of light 

come tender flakes, drifting gendy to the ground. 
Whispers of winter. fme and beautiful, 

blankets lhe ground wilh the purmess of snow. 

-by Dawn Laws~n 

Hotlines available to abused women 
C"ontinued lrom Page 4---------

To avoid having IO live with a c.onsequence that will 
haunt them the rest of their lives or that will end their 
lives, abused women need to seek ootside assistance. 

According to "Patterns of Abuse." women's groups 
are lobbying nationally for lhe $ 1.8 million Violence 
Against Women Act which would set up a natiooal hot
line, provide police training, toughen penalties and aid 
shelters and prevention programs. Mimi Rose, chief of 
the Family Violence and Assault Unit at the Philadel
phia District Attorney's Office, is quoled as saying: "We 
need to rethink: what we're doing. Prosecution isn't a pa
nacea. It's a tourniquet We put it on when there is an 
emergency and we keep it on as long as necessary. But 
the question is, then what'!" 

Where to gel help 
The Houston Area Women's Center offers help, 

such as counseling for battered women and their fami
lies; accompanying vic.tims to hospitals, police and 
coun proceedings; and helping victims obtain financial, 
legal, transpOrtation, housing and employment services. 

' 

• 

The Houston Women's Center lists several things 
that are important to remember when leaving a situation 
in which family violence is a problem: 

I. Keep all important papers or copies of birth cer
tificates, social security cards and drivers license in one 
place. 

2. Get a copy of your house. car or other imponan.t 
keys. 

3. Pack basic clothing for yourself and children. 
4. Take with you important papers, clothes and 

medications or leave them with a friend or in a safe 
place. 

For more infonnation about the services the Hous
ton Area Women Cbtter offers. call (713) 528-6798. To 
seek help because of abusive relationships call lhe Hous
ton hotline for infonnation, refferals and shelter intake at 
(713) 528-2121. 

For infonnation about shelters in Galveston County 
or for lhe 24-hour Crisis Hotline call Galveston, (409) 
765-SAFE; Texas City. (409) 948-IIELP; Sante Fe/ 
Hitchcock, (409) 925-IIELP; League City, (713) 332-
IIELP or Crystal Beach. (409) 684-6601. 

• 

The most important memc.y I could ever have of 
Christmas is a priceless gift lhat I once received. This 
gift is love. but not just any type of love. it is perfect 
love, unconditional love, love that has no end. 

This gift lrinp me inner peace that surpasses all 
understanding. It brings me comfort when I fail, and it 
continues to grow even when I don't deserve it 

This gift was reserved foc me when Jesus Christ was 
born many, many years ago. Christmas is a time tu cele
brate that birth because it is by his srace and his love 
that I am lhe person who I am. 

For me there is no sreater love. No material posses
sion coold ever take lhe place of lhe gift of love that he 
gives to me. . 

Meny Chrisunas to all. 

-by Lir Caddell 

Grandpa's secret 
When I was about 4 or 5 years old my parents, as 

most parents, tried to persuade lheir children to believe 
in Santa Claus. My grandfather played Santa Claus for 
many years and my brolher, siste< and I weren't supposed 
to know. 

Christmas Eve my molher got my grandpa to drive 
to our house dressed like Santa. She sent my dad out 
wilh my brolher. sister and me to look at lights so we 
wouldn't see my grandpa arrive. I wu very suspicious, 
but my younger 0brotlter and sister didn't have a clue. 
While my dad was driving arqund, we pe.<sed a Santa · 
Claus driving my grandpa's car. My dad denied seeing 
anything, but I knew something was up. 

My dad took his time going back home. When we 
arrived my grandpa's car was nowhere in sigh, but he 
- insidedl-1 like Sallla. Hesai<lbe was real and 
lhat he'd take all his presents back to lhe North Pole if 
we didn't believe. My (Jllft:lllS created some sort of dis
ttaction In another room to let my grandpa slip out lhe 
froot door and lhen said he went up lhe chimney. 

A year Iare,, I was visiting my grandparents' home. 
I walked past my grandpa"• bedmom and saw him stand
ing in his Santa suit holding his white whiskers in his 
hand. He saw me standing there looking in and ex
claimed nervously,"Get ooaa here boy!" 

-uy Carl Owens 

COMLibnryemployeesdec:oraletbelibnryCbmtmas 
tree Nov. 30. Pictured From left: Student assistant 
Rodney Kimble and Library Team members Tillie 
Henson, Tracey CueDar, Holly Davi1and Ann Howard. 

(Photo by Gina Castro) 
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Sports/Campus Life 
Healthy relationships 
produced by sharing 
By LIZ CADDELL 
Starr Reporter 

James Shippy, director of College of the Mainland 
Student Services, opened his hour-long lecture on Atti
tude Adjustment Oct. 20 in the Student Center by telling 
the 23-member audience that a positive attitude is impor
tant because life is a learning experience 80d a failure 
should not stop a person from contihuing to try to be 
successful. He pointed to the life ~f Abraham Lincoln 
who didn't allow numerous failures Ml his personal life 
to stop him from becoming the 14th president of the 
United States. 

Shippy explained that a lot of people suffer from 
what he calls PLOM (poor little old me syndrome). 
Blaming someone else for his feelings removes the re
sponsi~ility each person must take for his own feelings. 
Shippy emphasized that although people are products of 
their environments, each person has the ability to ,make 
his own choices in 1ife. 

To be successful in life, Shippy said motivation, 
discipline and attitude are key fat tors. However, many 
people allow fear to short-circuit them before they even 
attempt to become successful. 

In terms of relationships, Shippy discussed how 
Hollywood celebrities, fairy tales, romance novels and 
movies tend to dictate what the right relationship is and 
that many individuals seek happiness by trying to find 
the right relationship. An important step in choosing the 
right relationship is one that many people bypass. Ship
py stated that a healthy relationship comes from sharing 
experiences, good and bad. Also getting to know one an
other by discovering one another's characteristics helps 
the couple to become mature adults together. 

Shippy said: "Make promises to yourself. Promise 
to be too happy to worry, too noble for anger, too 
strong for fear, too cheerful tQ permit the presence of 
trouble." 

In addition to high self-esteem, high self-concept 
can help anyone to handle negativity. Shippy also re
minded the audience that "although &here is no insurance 
for a broken heart, the only protection you have against 
one is yourself. n 

The winners in COM's 18th Annual Turkey Trot held Nov. 19 are from left: Diony Grubb, 2nd place in the 1-mile 
overall; Jennifer CMper, 1st place in the 1-mile overall; Sonny Hyare, 2nd place in.the 1-mile overall; Leno Rios, 
1st place in the 1-mile overall; Rebecca Griffice, 1st place in the children's 1/4-mile race; and Casey Martinez also 
1st in the children's 1/4-mile race. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Fun run promotes health awareness 
By AMY BERGERON 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland StuMllt Activities 
Board sponsored the 18th Annoal Turkey Trot in the 
COM gym Nov. 19. 

According to Tat0my Stafford, program assistant for 
Recreational Programs, a little more than 200 people 
participated in the fun walk. The Turkey Trot is an annu
al event 

"The main purpose of the Twkey Trot is to encour
age people to be concerned about their health," said Mar
yann Urick, director of Recreational Programs at COM. 
"Sometimes coming out to an event like this can be mo
tivating." 

The trot consisted of four ra~es including the 1/4-

mile. 1-mile. 3-mile and 6-mile run. Children under 10 
competed in the 1/4-mile run. 

Winners in the children's event were Carey Martinez 
of Alvin and Rebecca Griffice of Galv~ton. Martinez is 
no stranger to the Turkey Trot, he also won first place 
on the 1/4-milc track last year. 

First place winners in the 1-miJe overall were Leno 
Rios and Jennifer Casper. Second place went to Sonny 
Hyare and Diony Grubb. 

In the 3-mile overall, firsl place went to Tony 
Yoakum and Danielle Schaeffer. Second place winners 
were Eric Reichle and Amy Williams. 

The winners for the 6--mile overall were Bob Wolfe 
and Mallari Gibson with Will Lindgren and Joelyne Van 
Der Togt coming in second place. 

College emphasizes 
campuswide recycling 
By RICHARD MOORE 
Staff Reporter 

"Did you know it only takes 17 cans to .make 011e 

poond of aluminum?" asked Karen Eads, College of the 
Mainland records management clerlc. "Recycling one alu
minum can saves enough energy to run a TV for three 
hours.' 

In an effon to &ooperate with the CLEAN TEXAS 
2000 goal, which is an attempt to cut in half the amount 
of trash sent to landfills by the year 2000, COM has 
placed big, round blue receptacles marked 'Cans Only' 
around campus in the snack rooms or close to beverage 
machines. ''We would like"' ellCOlll1ll!C students, faculty 
and the staff to recycle their paper ana to use the recepta
cles for their cans," Eads said referring to COM's plan to 
increase.recycling awareness on campus. 

This greater effort to recycle and to encourage recy
cling is a cooperative endeavor of COM President Larry 
L. Stanley, Bob Kostelecky, director of COM Physical 
Plant and Eads. 

Bookstore employees model new COM short sets and sweatshirts now available for Christmas purchases, Posing 
from left: Larry Edwards, student ~istant; Bobbie Rodgers; Ryan Woodall, student assistant; Mary Elten·Grove, 
secretary; and Judy Hudso~: (Photo by Gina Castro) 

"COM won't receive money for the recycling, but 
the recycling company employs handicapped people who 
will reap benefits from the recycling, as will everyone, 
since we will be taking care of our environment," Eads 
said. 

' • 
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COM needs clearer 
policy on alcohol use 

. Dawn ·1.aune . ... . . n 

Because of College of the Mainland's annual pu1ici
patioo in the national collegiare drug and alcohol aware
ness week. I had always assomed that COM, which 
sponsored an awareness day Oct 27, was an alcohol-free 
campus. As a result, I was stunned during the Ann Rich
ards Rally, held in the Student Center the evening of 
Nov. 3, to see that one of the rally participants had 
brought a can of beer into the Student Center. This in it
self was bad; however, what really got my attention and 
stirred my indignation was that Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean 
of College and Financial Services, was standing not a 
foot from this man, yet said nothing to him about the 
beer. However, perhaps he did no see it 

COM's policy on drugs as stated in Employees 
Standard of Conduct, a manoal that ootlines appropriate 
conduct on campus, is: "The College President is author
ized by the Board to permit the .serving and conswnption 
of alcohol at appropriate college functions.' I felt the ral
ly wu definitely not an appropriate function. 

It seems that COM's policy supposes everyone 
knows that alcohol is a drug. Maybe we should let our 
new Student Government draw up a new policy. one that 
woold be more specific. Had a more specific policy been 
in place, someooe in authority could have stepped foc
ward and asked the gentleman to dispose of his beer, and 
offered a furn reminder that COM is an alcohol-free cam
pus. With a more specific policy, the college could also 
put up more new signs reading: "No Smoking Except in 
Designated Areas. COM is a Drug & Alcohol Free Cam
pus.' After all cigarettes are drugs also. 

Rules are rules and they should apply to all, even 
visitors on campus. Dr. Pope, if he was aware of the 
beer, should have done something about the situation. I 
guess I could have dooe something about it myself; 
however, I was unsure tha1 evening what the college pol
icy is regarding alcohol. 

I just assomed that when a person of authority is 
present and witn~ a rule being broken, he would take 
care of the situation. 

Gallery plans variety 
of exhibits for spring 
By AMY TAFT 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland An Gallery has a va
riety of exhibilS scheduled for the spring semester. 

Portraits of Community, the first scheduled exhibit, 
features photographs capturing several generations in
cluding African Americans from 1920 to the present 

The photographs are the work of African-American 
photographers of Texas. many from the Houston
Galveston area. Among the featured artists is well
known Houston photographel' Earlie Hudnall. The exhil>
it, which is curaled by Alan Goveinor of Documentary 
Arts Inc. of Dallas, opens Thursday, Feb. 2, with a pul>
lic lecture at 7 p.m. in the Fine Arts Building, Room F-
117. 

The second exhibit features the work of Polish
American artist Bogdan Perzynski. The exhibit opens 
Thursday, March 23, at 2 p.m. with a gallcty discussion 
with the art.isl The exhibit features a show installation 
in which the viewer will be able to make his own video 
with sound. 

The final exhibit scheduled for the spring is the Stu
dent Show which opens April 20 at 6 p.m. 

..• 
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Bike rodeo to stress safety Dec. 17 
By AMY BERGERON 
Staff Reporter 

In order to promote bike safety and maintenance, the 
College of the Mainland Police Association and other 
area bicycle patrol divisions are sponsoring a free Bicycle 
Rodeo in COM Pamng Lot A, Saturday, Dec. 17, from 
9 to noon. 

'The Bicycle Rodeo will consist of several different 
courses including a 3.5 mile ride along. in which all par
ticipants will ride together. Other events will be an ob
stacle course delllOllSlration, safety issues and gear, bicy • 
cle laws. and nutrition and fitness. 

The COM bike patrol also will try to stress bike 
•maintenance. The people involved in the event want 
those who attend the rodeo to come away from it know
ing how to take care of their bikes, how to use hand sig
nals and what to do if they are injured in a bike accident 

1be rodeo is COM police officer Mikey House's 
idea. House, a member of COM's police bike patrol, got 
the inspiration from the training the patrol received this 
past July in Austin. He had talked to several other bike 
patrol divisions who had previously sponsored such rode
os on improving safety in the community. 

Although House said the rodeo is really aimed at 
children. he also would like to see parents and adults 

come and learn. "The stress is for the kids," he said, "but 
we want parents there to enjoy it." House also pointed 
out that the first two people to sign up were two 70-
year-old-men who said they "wanted to race each other." 
Children under 10 must be accompanied by an adult 

Prizes will include first place ttophies for the win
ners in each age group in lhe obstacle course and speed 
races. Doo£ prizes will include T-shirts, coozies, key 
chains, cups, volley balls, basketballs and more. Most 
of the items were donated by Take a Bite out of Crime, 
an organization in the Galveston· area that tries to teach 
children the dangers of drugs, gangs and crime. However, 
the COM police department is absorbing the costs of the 
T-shirts. 

Other police bike divisions participating in the ro
deo include the Alvin Police Department, Texas City 
Police Department and the Galveston County Sheriffs 
Department 

So far, 29 people have registered to panicipate. 
House said that because the rodeo is free, hopefully it 
will have a big turnout. For those intcr~ted. the COM 
police department welcomes participants with tricycles 
and bicycles to sign up at the COM gym. 

For more information or about registration, contact 
House at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 403. 

Blood driye ma({e-up .d;iy h~ld Nov. 21 .. 
i BY Bll.,\D STEVENSON 
. Staff Jleporle,; 
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News/Editorials 
Grandma's silent grief 
compensated with love 

Since I am somewhat of a Scrooge around Christ
mas time, I decided IO tell the story of a Christmas 
memory belonging to someone very close to me. 

My grandmother grew up during the Depression. 
She lived in the mountains of West Virginia and her 
family was exlrelllely poor. Her father worked in the 
coal mines and her mothes worked in a fact«y. Al
though they had very little money, every fall, at the be
ginning of the school year, all the girls in the house re
ceived a new dress made by their mother and a new pair 
of store-booght shoes. My grandmothc,, much younger 
than all of her sisters, wanled a pair of red dress shoes, 
just like the ones she had seen at a store in town. How
ever, when her father came home from buying the shoes, 
she found that he had bought all the other girls black 
dress shoes. They smiled and kissed him graciously, 
thanking him for the shiny black shoes with silver 
buckles. When he pulled my grandmother's shoes from 
the box, she realized that he had gotten her a pair of boys 
boots, which were much cheaper than little red shoes she 
had wanled so badly. My grandmother said she cried se
cretly in her room for several hours but got up the next 
day and put on her boots for school. 

My grandmother wore the shoes all through the fall 
Her sisters teased her and laughed when she came clomp
ing through the house in her boots, but she never oom
plained. Chrisunas approached and knowing that there 
was little money, the children didn't expect much. How
ever, as my grandmother watched the older girls open 
their gifts of dolls made from rags and hand made quilts, 
sewn from old denim jeans, the box in my grandmothers 
hands seemed heavy. When it was her 111m IO open her 
gift, wrapped in an old towel. her eyes lit up. Inside the 
box were her little red shoes. This time, she cried with 
tears of joy. 

The real gift of this Chrisunas story is that several 
years la~r. my grandmother found out that her mother 
had heard her crying that night and admired her for not 
complaining in their time of sacrifice. For these rea
sons, she had gone without lunch at the factory, saving 
her change for several months in order to buy the little 
red shoes. 
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Board votes for 'bare bones' elevator 
Continued l'rolll Pqe 1-------
year. COM President Larry L. Stanley said certain 
revenues had not yet been posted, but when they 
are, the projected deficit will be eliminated. He 
stressed the Jlll)WU)' financial report will provide a 
clearer view of the college's financial picture. 

AMOCO spokesman Dale Cummings justi
fied the abatement saying that the paraxylene unit 
would ~provide 695 temporary construction jobs 
during the 18-mooth construction period, create 
nine new positions and preserve 22 others that al
ready exisL The official also said AMOCO needs 
the tax break fer the company IO be competitive. 

Texas City Mayor Chuck Doyle asked the 
Boord IO approve the abatement IO make the local 
tax picture attractive to other industties. 

COM, history professor Larry Smith was the 
only speaker against the tax abatement. 

Smith said creating tax loopholes for huge 
multinational corporations buns the average tax
payer including small businesses, homeowners and 
students. Smith said it amounts to "taking from 
the middle class and giving IO the rich." Smith 

called this "Robin Hood in reverse" and said it 
could cause a reductioo of services at COM. 

When asked by the Boord if the company had 
plans to use COM for any training at the new 
unit, Cummings said that at the Pfi'.5enl time no 
negotiations were underway. However, he did 
stress that the company always looks IO COM for 
assistance in education and training and gave as an 
example the New Process Technology Program at 
COM. 

The new unit is a joint venture of AMOCO 
Chemical Co. and AMOCO Oil Co. and will use 
an existing refinery unit that has been idle for 
some time. It will be reconstructed to produce 570 
million pounds ofparaxylene a year. 

Capital improvements approved included the 
purchase of office supplies and the construction of 
a "bare-bones" elevator for the Student Ceriter. 

Also, unanimous approval was given for the 
purchase of merchandizing showcases for the COM 
Bookstore. The fixtures will compare favorably 
with the showcases in a local department store, 
said Bob Kostelecky, direclOr of Physical PlanL 

Students unaware of parking restrictions 
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Early registration 
saves students time 
Continued from Pall' 1----------

Tois registration process required the students to 
make two trips: one, to the adviser and one to the Ad
ministration Building at early registratioo. The first trip 
was at the convenience of the student and the second one 
at any time during the two-day early registration. 

On Nov. 28 at 9 a.m. the lines were long, but by 
10 a.m. the waiting lines had diminished to an average 
of about foor. The students seemed IO enjoy the new pro
cedure because it dec,eased regi.stratioo time. 

Liz Caddell, a student registering the second day, 
said, "I was through registering in 10 minutes." Student 
.Dawn Laursen enthusiastically stated, "I was able to reg
ister in just a few Minutes even though the lines were 
long in the beginning." A total of 1,575 students out of 
a 4,013 student enrollment, the official 12th. class day of 
the semester count. registered early. 

At the regular registration, Jan. 4, and late registra; 
tion, Jan. 5, the remaining students will follow the same 
procedure with advisement during the last week of the 
fall semester and liom Jan. 2 through Jan. 5. 

COM play opens Jan~26., · 
Grou11d! .. Toam members llelp keep COM cam pas beautifuL From left: Susan Stone; Gaylffl Hayward, team leader 
and part-- pl,ysiaal edu<ation illSb'uctor; Dorothy Kemp; Midlael Settler; Troy Terrell; Oscar H~z; and 
R ... Meyers. . (Photo by Gina Castro) 

Continued from Page!---------

while a student attends college. 
One parent who will be affecled by the loss of funds 

and may have' to defer her education is COM student 
Kimberly Hawkins. "Without skills I cannot get a decent 
paying job," Hawkins said, adding that for many the 
dream of obtaining an education may" be just that, a 

dent, what the parking restrictions are. 
SAB sponsor Maryann Urick focused on the issue of 

emergency vehicles blocking Lot C for several hours for 
training purposes recently this semester. 

· 'T,n N1netnbtr/'a ml!$li:al alllllUI in~ by 
the •ts M1uunding the wretk l1t Ille S.S. ll!I-

: mond Fitzgerald i,r !Ao SlqleriilrNovember lli7S. 
· will J>(eview forfaciilly, sll!f!; !fflll-

Trash detracts from beauty of campus Dean Bass also said he had reviewed the issue of the 
condition of parking areas in lots C and D, as well as 
smoking violations, voiced at the Sept. 29 meeting, but 
had no concrete solutions at the present 

<lellli< J at S p.m. .in Ill& CoHege ~ !he 
Main l'bealre. ; . . 

. , Jan; 26. The i,lay , 
By DAWN LAURSEN 
Assistant Editor 

Suppose that you stepped on a nasty diaper while 
getting out of your ear. Wouldn't you let out half a doz
en or so anti-social epithets that might offend other hu
man ears? 

What about discarded McDonald's cups, beer cans 
and wine bottles half-filled with last night's drinks, or a 
mound of old cigarette butts, the refuse from someone's, 
r.ar ashtray? 

Where do we find all these? In the College of the 
Mainland parking lot, of course. 

COM hasa policy, though not specific, that makes 
COM an alcohol-free campus. In light of this, where do 
all the beer and wine bottles come from? And why 
doesn't the college make its policy clear instead of writ
ing that COM is a drug-free campus. assuming everyone 
knows that alcohol olso is considered a drug? 

Galen Haywan!. COM grounds maintenance worker 
for the past 15 years and part-time physical education in
structor for the past five years, stated that if people 
would lake a moment to pick up trash around the cam
pus, or even from their cars and put it into the proper 
waste receptacles, it would make his job much easier 
along with the jobs of the other six grounds team mem
bers. Hayward added that COM students, faculty and SlalT 
should be aware that 15 trash containers are located 
around campus. The Grounds Team members cover 120 
acres of COM and have other responsibilities, such as 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

planting trees, mowing, mulching and moving furniture dream. 

among other things. Other isRJes and problems voiced at the meeting in-
At one time a group of sbldents took certain arcu of volved parking tickets for parking violations. Students 

the campus and mado it their business IO keep ~ -,-•• ~ ... ""-=-=---,--~are of parting restrictions and felt 
ticular area cleaned, Hayward said. However, this was not that COM police have not clarified parking restrictions 
done with any consist.ency, so Hayward offered to pay with signs visible to everyone. SAB member Alart Col-
the students for the time they had spent picking up trash, lins suggested COM police conduct a meeting in con-
but they never took him up on the offer. junction with New Student Orient.ation to inform stu-

Hayward also poinled out that the campus now has 
large blue receptacles marked "cans only" IO collect alu
minum cans for recycling. The receptacles are located in 
snack rooms or close to beverage machines. COM also 
recycles paper and cardboard. 

"I know that housekeeping gets tired of cleaning up 
the cigarette butts all over campus," Hayward said. "It's a 
tedious job. It gets even harder when. butts in the parking 
lot have IO be cleaned up." The campus has designated 
smoking areas, but people may not be aware that smok
ing in the parking lot is not allowed. 

Though plants are often donated in an effort to in
crease the beauty of the campus, this is not enough, 
Hayward stared. "The campus cannot remain beautiful 
without a joint effort on everyone's part to take the time 
to pick up trash or deliver it to the proper containers on 
campus. 

"Anyone with ideas that would help (keep the cam
pus clean and beautiful) is welcome to bring them to the 
attention of any of our Grounds Team members," Hay
ward said. 

A Day Without Art 
Continued l'rolll Pqe 

mitte.d through sexual intimacy, or dirty syringes or 
needles shared by drug users. It may also be transmitted 
through tainted blood in a blood transfusion, or at birth 
by an infecled mother. 

At the conclusion of the reading everyone joined 
hands for a moment, ~ a sign of unity. 

"I felt the participalory reading was a very moving 
experience and I would likC to see it conynue each year 
in memory of those who have had AIDS," MarsHall 
said. 

Music recital set Jan. 31 
John Wolfskill and Dr. Maritza Mascarenhas, Col

lege of the Mainland music faculty members, will per
fonn a woodwinds and piano recital Tuesday, Jan. 31, at 
12:30 in the Fine Arts recital hall, Room F-117. Wolfs
kill and Dr. Masearenhas will perfonn classical melodies 
and technically ornate solos of the French A vante Garde 
Impressionistic Era . 

The recital is free and open to all members of the 

Dean B~ reminded students that an open door poli
cy exists at COM and that they are welcome to come to 
his office at any time to address their-concerns. 

For additional information contact Terrilynn Rotra
mel, Dean Bass's secretary, at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext. 229, or Sharon Gordy, Dean Pope's sec
retary, at Ext. 262 or 261. 

COM Jazz Combo 

• 19 cut1lan times are. · 
)If, & p.m' 11!(1 S!lndays. 

.......... - ·~ .. Ufi,~ niglllprior.; 
,nillht f()r eadl pmcluction.. . .. .. . 

Fer addllionlll information ot to.~ 
. 'tickeis oa11 (40!/l 9311.un or (713) 280-$\i!/t. 

Bxt. !i4s. . . . . 

community. "1 

Wolfskill teaches woodwinds, such as flute an saxo
phone and Dr. Mascarenhas teaK:hes piano. 

Their performance will include: Claude Debussy's !: 

"La fille aux cheveux de lin" for flute and piano; "Petite The COM Jazz Combo gives many performances every year on and off campus. First row from left: Stephen 
Piece" by Quet, for clarinet and piano; "a Caprice" by Lopez,guitar; Rodney F.ngelbosch, piano; Atsushi Osada, bass. Back row l'rom left: Sparky Koerner, trumpet; 
Bonneau, saxophone solo; and the "Concertino da Came- , Matt Westmoreland, bass; and Ramiro Soto, tenorasaxophone. Not pictured, Eric Thompson, drums; and 
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What's Happening 
Foster children's party 
to fulfill wishes Dec. 15 

For happy holidays know alcohol's effects 
By BRAD STEVENSON 
Staff Reporter 

This Chrislmas studenls, friends and faculty of Col
lege of the Mainland have a chance IO malce some chil
dren's holiday a little brighter. 

The Student Government, along widl campus stu
. dent organi7.ations and coordinator S,epharue Brown, will 
present the second annual Cb£isunas Pany for Foster 
Children or GalveslOn County Thursday, Dec. IS. The 
pany, IO he held in the Student Cehlfr from 6:30 p.m. 
IO 9:30 p.m., will feature a choir. sing-alongs. clowns. 
lleg decorating and gift giving from Santa Claus. 

"We are definitely in need of volunteers for the par
ty." Brown said. 'Tm encouraging people to contact me 
if they are interested in volunLeering or making dona
tions, either monetary or non-monetary." 

Brown also noted that "donations for party favors, 
wrapping paper, and snacks are still needed," aloog with 
"c.ash for buying gifts for additional children that arrive 
between Dec. I and Dec. IS." 

According to Brown. more than 180 children are in 
foster care in Galvesron County, and that number could 
increase by Dec. 15. "The number usually increases rap
idly before Chrisunas," she said. 

By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Staff Reporter 

Kathie Rickman, a registered nm,e and chemi
cal dependency coonselor, was invited by College 
of lhe Mainland IO lecture about substance abuse 
oo Drug and Alcohol Awareness Day observed al 
COM Oct. 27. 

Substance abuse, according IO a report pub
lished last year by Brandeis University in Walt
ham, Mass., is the No. I public health problem in 
this country. Rickman explained that at this time 
more people use, abuse and are addicted IO alcohol, 
tobacco, prescription medication and illegal sub
stances than ever before in our history. 

Effects of alcohol 
Regarding the list of highly a~used substanc

es, alcohol ranks No. 8 and is probably the most 
abused legal substance next to nicotine, Rickman 
said. The younger a person is when he starts using 
a substance, the sooner he becomes addicted and 
builds up a tolerance. Alcohol affects women more 
quickly than men because of their smaller body 
size. 

Rickman said she has Uied to explain to 
young people that a quart of Jack Daniels whiskey 
is a bottle of brown liquid; subtract the cannel col
oring and it is a bottle of clear liquid; take the wa-

ter out and it has the same effect as ether has on 
the brain: It pulS the brain IO sleep. 

Tips for holiday parties 
During the holiday season there will he a lot 

of parties with excessive use of alcohol. If you 
plan to drink, the American Health Magazine/ 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving suggests: Eat at 
least 15 minutes prior to drinking. The food in 
your stomach will act as a sponge and slow alco
hol absorption. 

You can dilute the alcohol by adding water or 
ice to your drink. Sip your drinks and pace them to 
no more than one an hour. If you consume akohol 
too quickly. your body can't metaoolize the alco
hol and you will become intoxicatad. 

If you are planning a party, provide a ride or 
make sleeping arrangements for your alcoho~· 
drinking gueslS. Serve food with the drinks and 
close _ the bar one hour before the party is over, 
then serve coffee. Because one-third of the adult 
population chooses not IO drink alcohol at all, 
make available non-alcoholic drinks, such as tea, 
coffee, fruit juices, soft drinks and non-alcoholic 
punches. Remember that eating salty foods in
creases drinking, so make sure you serve non
salted crackers. Also, foods such as bread and 
cheese act as buffers for alcoholic beverages. 

More than 100 [osier children will attend the party 
and receive the gift they ask for from Santa. The coordi
nators have approximately 100 to 150 sponsors who 
bought the gifts. "We receive a Christmas wish list, and 
from that we either purchase the gifis, bring wrapped 
giflS, or (use) donated mooey," Brown said, explaining 
how the sponsoring proce.,s worlcs. "The main purpose 
is IO fulfill the (children's) wishes." 

Spring registration set for Jan. 4, 5 

Although the deadline for spoosoring a child was 
Dec. I, the coordinaiors are emphasizing that they still 
need volunteers for the party and donations for food and 
other party accessories by Dec. 15. 

Credit registration for the College of the Mainland 
spring semesler is set for Wednesday, Jan. 4. All new 
students or those who did not attend a cWS in the fall se
mester must have met COMs admission requirements 
by Dec. 8. Any new student who has not met the admis
sions deadline will he charged a Jare fee, and cannot reg
ister until late regisitration Jan. 5. "We appreciate gifls from anyone," said Student 

Support Services Director James Shippy. "There's al
ways somebody needy out there." 

Returning students may register during regular regis
tratioo Jan. 4. A Jare ree will he assessed for lare regis
tratioo Jan. S. For more informatioo contact Brown al (409) 92S

l!S07. Shippy may also he reached al (409) 938-1211 or 
(713) 280-3991, al Exts. 297/413. 

All studenis must comply with the new registration 
~ bv meelialr wilh., adviser and completing 

SEE YOUR 
WORDS IN 
BLACK AND 
WHITE 

Do words flow easily &om 
your mind to paper? Do you 
have printer's ink in your 

veins? Would you 
like to see 

How about becoming a bylined Lowery may be reached at (409) 
writer for your college newspaper? 938-1211 or (713) 280·3991, Ext. 

314. 
Enroll in COMM 1307 (Writing 

for the Mass Media}. College of the Enrollment in either course must 
Matnland"s beginner journalism be accompanied by the 
course, and become a staff ';"' production lab. COMM 
member of the lnterCOM, 1129. which meets 
!he award-winning _ ,;!; ___ \ -··'.'''f~b"1 . Monday and Wednesday 
campus paper. ,,.,-.---. ·.---~J~ ·a.. _ . afternoons for 80 

~ ,--~ · J' .J.. minutes. at your 
Whether you have .· . .-·:,- convenience. 

journalism experience 
or not. the lnterCOM 
staff is the place for 
you. If you like to write 
or think you would, 
you'll get a wide array of 
experience. Lncludlng 
straight news, features, 
opinions. movie, book, 
concert or play reviews, and tn
depth reports of your choice. You 
can also get involved as a 
photographer or Jllustrator. 

COMM 1307 
meets Mondays and 

. ,.::_. Wednesdays from 
· J.,-.-.;.. 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 
~?~ ___ p.m. COMM 2305 
-~- meets Mondays 

and Wednesdays from 
11 a.m, to 1:50 p.m. Note: These 

are new days and times. 

your ideas in 
black and 
white? As an lnterCOM staff member 

you get hands-on experience in 
the publishing of a newspaper, 

""l!llllll!l!lii,;;:j from the beginning ideas to the r paper hot off the press! 

As a member of TnterCOM you'll 
meet many people of diversified 
Interests and backgrounds, and 
you'll have your fmger on the pulse 
of the college. 

• 

If you have some journalism 
experience, you may qualtfy to 
enroll in COMM 2305 (Copy Editing 
and Production) with the 
instructor's approval. Astrid H. 

ENROLL NOW 

lnlarCOM 
NO GRAY AREA HERE 

I 

an Adviser Authorization for Registration fCH'JD in order 
IO obtain the Pmnission IO RegisllOr form. StudenlS may 
pick up the AAR form in the Adminissions Orf,ce in the 
Administtation Building or from their adviser. Anyone 
wishing to meet with an adviser before registration may 
do so from now IO the end of the semester or beginning 
with Jan. 2, when the college reopens (COM will he 
closed for the Chrisunas holidays Dec. 19 through Jan. 
1). 

Credit classes for the spring semester will begin 
Saiorday, Jan. 7. Credit schedule changes (drops and 
adds) will he Jan. 9 and 10. 

Pre-law advice at UHCL 
By DAWN LAURSEN 
Assistant Editor 

Students lnterested in pursuing a degree in law en
forcement or in literature, history, or media studies at 
University of Houston Clear Lake, need IO he aware of 
changes in previous course requirements. 

Last year the UHCL school or Hwnan Sciences and 
Humanities established a pre-law track ioward a hmnani
ties degree that allows students IO focus more heavily oo 
hislOry. philosophy and literature. 

This track was Conceived with the idea of allowing 
pre-law students the fullest extent of courses that teach 
the writing and logical thinking skills required to do well 
on the LSAT (law school application test), and in Jaw 
school itself, according IO Dr. David D. Day, a UHCL 
lecwrer in communications and literature, who has been 
appointed the pre-law adviser for human·science and hu
manities _undergradualeS preparing IO enter Jaw school. 

Dr. Day graduated in 1984 from the University or 
Houston Law Center and practiced law in Howton prior 
to his rellD"n to Rice University in Houston where he re
ceived his doctorale in English. 

College or the Mainland studenlS who plan IO enrer 
the pre-law track in humanities al UHCL or students 
seeking other humanities degrees may request Dr. Day as 
their academic adviser. He may he cootacted by phooe a1 

(713) 283-335S. 

' 

COM pushes recycling 
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Gallery poetry reading 
mourns AIDS victims 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Staff Reporter 

College or the Mainland sbldents, joined by friends 
and COM personnel, gathered in the COM Fine Arts 
Gallery Dec. 1 during College Hour IO hear a poetry 
reading dedicated to those who have AIDS or have died 
from the disease. 

Gallery Director Mona Marshall gave special recog
nition to COM student Jennifer Dunn for organizing the 
reading. This is the first year COM has observed this 
universal day •• World AIDS Day: A Day Without ArL 
A black cloth was draped over the art work in remember
ance of all who have died of AIDS. 

The 14 who attended the reading were asked IO sit on 
the floor in a cin:le. Each person was given the opportu
nity to read from a.book of poems written by those with 
AIDS. Some dedicated the poem they read to a person 
who has AIDS or one who has died of AIDS. A few 
cried and some were choked up as they remembered a 
friend or loved one. 

Acquired immune deficiency syndrome is a virus 
which leaves the body in a weakened condition and un

,,,..._ __ ahlo-to resisttnftctious diseases AIDS is mosctytnlns"-

See A Day Page 7 

In observance of World AIDS Day: A Day Without Art, a poetry reading was held in the COM Fine Arts Gallery 
Dec. L ~ in lb( readina,_picturod c:Jockwise from lop, an art p1lery Director Mou Manball; COM 
siuilents-Snsu Uitleton, Ana Martlnez, Lynette I'erez, Darla McMullen; and guest Lisa Marlin. 

(Pboto by Pam Black) 

Adviser Authorization required for registration 
By BILLY KIMBROUGH 
Staff Reporter 

College or the Mainlaud studenlS participated in a 
new early registration procedure Nov. 28 and 29. The 
purpose of this new procedure was IO give the 1,575 stu
dents who registered increased involvement in preparing 
their own course schedules, said William Peace. acting 
director of Admis.sioos. 

Before the registration dates, stuclents were requested 
to make appointments with their advisers to discuss ca
reer expeclations, academic/degree options, degree and 
course requiremenis, job markets, fmancial aid and degree 
plans. During this meeting an Adviser Authori7.ation for 
Registration fCH'JD was completed. At a convenient time 
on either registration day, the studenlS took this form io 
the first early registration site. 

At the first sire a Pennit IO Register form and a trial 

Exhausted funds focus of deans forum 
By LIZ CADDELL 
Staff Reporter 

Twice a semester College of the Mainland gives sru
dents lhe opportunity to address issues, concerns and 
cornplainlS directly IO Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean or In
struction and Student Development, and IO Dr. Henry D . 
Pope. dean of College and Financial Services, in an open 
meeting. 

Several students 
who attended the meet
ing held Nov. 10 during 
College Hoor addressed 
the critical issue of the 
recent Lermination of 
Carl Perkins funds and 
the College Fund to 
parents who have chil
dren enrolled in the 
COM Child Care pro
gram. 

"Serious mistakes 
have been made and I 
lake full responsibility 

•• • 

Dr.Donald G. Bass 

I 

for this," Dean Bass said in reply IO studenlS coocerned 
that no mooey exists for the spring semester because ap
proximarely $48,000 of the funds, $30,000 Carl Perkins 
for technical-vocational majors and $18,000 College 
Fuod for academic studies, have been misapplied. The 
funds were overcommitted in the fall semester, leaving 
no funds for the spring, Dean Bass said. StudenlS who 
counted on money IO provide day care services for their 
children may he unable IO cootinue their education. 

Anthony Hawkins, director of Career Planning and 
Placemen~ through whose office the Carl Perkins funds 
and College Fund are distnbuted. suggested that stodenlS 
who are in need of affordable child care next semester 
seek assistance from area centers because no more mooey 
exislS. Srudenis affected by the Jack of funding were not
ified by Jetter OcL 20. Though Hawkins said only 12 
people would he affected. the iolal nwnber or studenlS af. 
fected. according IO Dean Bass, is 63. 

Many students will be unable to continue to attend 
college because the current rate for one child auending 
the COM Child Care Jab is $60 per week, which is com
parable to other day care centers. The Carl Perkins fund
ing program and the College. Fund pays for child care, 

See Students Page 7 

• 

• 

' 

schedule form w~ given to the students to take to a stuM 
dent assistant who helped with any schedule coollicts and 
made any necessary changes. Then the students presented 
their AAR, PTR and trial schedule IO a counselor, facul
ty or professional staff member for a final signature. 
Their schedules were then enrered inlO the computer for 
enrollmenL The final slop was IO malce paymenis a1 the 
Fee Payment Station. 

See Early Page 7 

Board of Trustees 
approves abatement 
By BILLY KIMBROUGH 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mti•land's Board of Trustees 
met Tuesday, Nov. 28. al 6 p.m. in a packrd Board 
Room IO consider a crowded agenda which included 
a tax abarement for the AMOCO Corp., the col
lege financial repon and spending for capital im
provements. 

The tax abatement for AMOCO was unani
ruously approved. The six-year rax exemption is 
on a $140 millioo unit the company is construct
ing in Texas City. At the present COM tax nlte, 
the abalement means a loss in revenue to the col
lege of $242,758.60 annually. 

'The Board also _,,ved the financial report 
presented by Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean or College 
and F"mancial services but were concerned about a 
projected $274,000deficitat the end of the budget 

SeeBoardPaae7 
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What's Happening 

COM student, view pictures of young African-American leaders on display in the COM Library for Black H~tory 
Month. From left: H.P. Kibbe Jr., Idris M. Shail,,Albert J. Bass, Juan Washington and Robert A. Johnson. African 
Americans: Age of a New Generation wiU be on display th11>ugh February. (Photo by Mike Miles) 

February honors African Americans 
By CHUCK CRUSF. Two years after Parks' refusal Congress passed _the 
Starr Reporter . Civil Rights Act in 1957. Five years laler the great ovil 

February is Black History Month. This celebration 
began in 1926 when Caner G. Woodson, a hist.Cli.an and 
teacher, initiated the observance to promote the truth and 
knowledge aboul the African American's place in histo
ry. According to Black HislOry Resource Book Woodson 
is known as the father of black history. 

Observances of Black History Month feature plays, 
special bus~ and recreational progranis, civic asrem
blies, church me.clings and the media coverge. 

TilC observance period was initially for one week, 
but since 1976 lhe celebralion has been for the enlire 
month. 

1bc month can be divided into four segments: the 
first week honors African herirage; the second week 
honors people who died in slavery. in riots and as a re
sull of lynchings; the third week honors distinguished in
dividuals; and the last week commemorates rites of pas
sage as young people pledge to accept cultural, family 
and religious values. 

The colors of the African flag are red, black and 
green. Red is for the blood of African people; black is 
for lhe face of African people; and green is for the hope 
and the land of African people. 

One of the individuals hooored during February is 
Rosa Parks. who is seen as the catalyst of the civil rights 
movement It was her refusal to give up her seat on a bus 
in Montgomery, Ala., on Dec. 2, 1955, that caused one 
of lhc biggest riots before the civil rights movement 
gained momentwn in the early 1960s. 

rights leader, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., led a march on 
Washington, D.C., and delivered his now-famous "I 
Have A Dream" speech in front of an estimaled 750,000 
African Americans. 

One of the greatest tragedies of that era was the as
sassination of Dr. King on April 4, 1968. Two other Af
rican Americans ~sinate.d in recent history are Mus
lim leader Malcom X. who was shot as he gave a speech 
on Feb. 21, 1965, and Medgar Evers, field secrerary for 
the NAACP, who was gunned down in June 1963. 

Since the lllrbulent 1960s, African Americans have 
excelled at an ever-increasing rate, in education, politics, 
the military and medicine. ' 

Elizabeth Koontz became the first African
American woman to head the Natiooal Education Asso
ciation in 1965; Barbara Jordan of Texas became the · 
first African-American woman to preside over a state 
legislature in 1972; Gen. Colin Powell was the first Afri
can American to be appointed chainnan of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff in 1989; and Dr. Joycelyn Elders was the 
first African American to be appointed surgeon-general 
in 1993. 

College of the Mainland observes Black History 
Month each year with a display in the COM Library. 
This year's theme, African Americans: Age or a New 
Generation. features African-American leaders, male 
and female, under the age of 30. Pictures of these young 

/ leaders are now on display in glass cases on the first 
floor of the library and will be showcased there through 
the end of February. 

Language skills tutoring in LRC computer lab 
Individual tutoring is available in the College of the 

Mainland Leaming Resources Center, Room L-248, for 
studems who need assistance in writing, reading, critical 
thinking, or study slcills. 

Students and tulOTS may work wilh a wide variely of 
computer-aided and text-based materials which are 
available in the recently updaled compuler lab. Students 
also may bring materials they wish to work on. 

Tutors are available at the following times: Mon-

• 

• 
• 

days 11 to 12:20 p.m.: I to 3 p.m.; and 5 to 7 p.m. Tues
days 8 to 10 a.m.; II to 12:20 p.m.; and 5 to 7 p.m. 
Wednesdays 8 a.m. to 12:20 p.m.; 1:30 to 3 p.m.; and 
3:30 to 7 p.m. Thursdays 8 a .m. to 12:20 p.m.; and 5 to 
7 p.m. No tutoring is available on Fridays. 

Students are invited to drop in at any time during 
the scheduled hours, or they may call lab manager Clint 
Hunter at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, ExL 218 
for additional information. 

r • 

• 

• 

People speak out 
By GINA CASTRO 
Starr Photographer 

Last fall College of the Mainland implemenled a 
new regisuation syslem fOr the spring semester. Ear
ly registratioo was Nov. 28 and 29; regular registta
tion was Jan. 4 wilh late registration Jan. 5. 

How successful was registration? lnterCOM 
wanted to know and asked students the questioo: 
What did you think about the '95 spring registration, 
early and regular? 

Acting Registrar Bill Peace anribuled many of 
the problems with registration to the fact that COM 
does not have the computer resources to help move 
things quickly. Peace lhinks that telephone registra· 
lion is one solution and will be a possibility in the fu
ture. "We tried too much at one time," he said. 

Joey Silva, regular: "It Mona Salazar. regular. 
was a bad operation with "I didn't mind it so 
everybody packed in one much. It was easier lhan 
building. It looks like · , last spring when )'QU had 
something Larry Smith to go all over campus." 
put together." 

Naomi Pena, regular: 
"Registration was con
fusing .. People didn't 
know which line to get 
in. Something that 
should've taken one hour 
took four hours. I would 
not register again if I 
have to go through that 
again." 

Sherry Drumm, early: 
"Registration was the 
worst. There were so 
many people you 
couldn't keep up. People 
~re rude to those work
ing registration." 

• 

Crystal Vega, early: 
"The·only problem I had 
was waiting in line to 
see an adviser. If stu
dents ahead of you had. a 
problem, they would 
send them off and the 
students would come 
back to cut in front 
again." 

Yolanda Fields, regu
lar. "It was all righL It 
needs IO be a little more 
organired. Students 
shouldn't need an advis
er's signature if they've 
been here befoo:." 

• 

• 

I I 11 
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The first student body forum or the spring semester was held Feb. 9. Participating from leh are Dr. Donald G. 
Bass, dean of Instruction and Student Development; Dr. William D. Spillar; Idris M. Sbaik, Student Activities 
Board t 1r1Jte:3aan1J · 1,SAR sp& 11; t8r.. H•FJ l>.Pope, donal-C II I dA:arcialStnrices 

(Pboto by Mike Miles) 

Daycare, food service 
addressed at forum 
By JESSAMYN DF.NNF.Y 
Starr Reporter 

The flfSl College of the Mainland student body for
wn of the spring semester focused oo the COM daycare 
funding problem left unresolved in December, the unsat
isfactory cafeteria service and the Student Government 
formed last semester. The meeting was held in the 
Leaming Resources Center Auditorium Feb. 9. 

Dr. Dooald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student 
Development, discussed how the COM daycare funding 
problCIDs have been resolved for the spring semester. 
Dr. Bass stated that he and Anthooy Hawkins, director 
of Career Planning and Placement, have devised an af
fordable daycare program for paren).S attending COM. 

Hawkins said, "About 12 childcare providers in the 
College or the Mainland tax diWict are takin; pan in a 
reduced rate drop-in daycare program." He explained 
lhat COM was able to petition the Texas Higher Educa
tion Coordinating Board for $4,000 additional funds. 
Also the Carl Perkins Funds were amended to creare a 

See Studenb Page 7 

Musical drama, Ten November, stirs emotions 
By BARBARA F., LF.WIS 
Managing Editor 

The 729-foot iron freighter, christened the S.S. Ed
mund Fitzgerald, mysteriously vanished into Lake Su
perior on Nov. 10, 1975. This disappearance is once 
again being investigated on stage at College of the 

Redesigned elevator 
creates easier a<:cess 

By MARCF. DOO 
Assistant Editor 

Before construction began on the College of the 
Mainland Student Center elevator during the CtuisUnas 
break, Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of College and Financial 
Services, said lhe college administration had three goals 
in mind. They wanted a more acceuible entrance to the 
elevator for handicapped people, they wanled to enhance 
the entrance to the elevator and they wanted to enhance 
lhe pavement leading lO the Student Cenrer. 

Dr. Pope stressed that the main goal of the recon
struction project is to make the elevator meet the Ameri
can Disabilities Act standards. Unfortunalely, because of 
the construction work the front entrance of the Student 
Cenw is totally inaccessible and the etevawr is com
plelely inoperative. 

Dr. Pope said however, he hopes that the coostruc
tion will be cooipleled by the end of Man:h. 

The dean said he apologizes for the inconvenience 
the construction is causing and urges anyone needing as
sistance in reaching the second floor to go to the Admin
istration Building and ask for help. So far, however, 
there have been no complaints. 

See Elevator Page 5 

• 

Mainland's Arena Theatre. The Southwest premier of 
Ten November, written by Steven Dietz, with music and 
lyrics by Eric Bain Pelloniemi opened Jan. 26 and will 
run through Sunday, Feb. 19. 

The somber mood of the musical drama is set from 
the beginning as the captain of the Fitzgerald sends his 
distress message at 3:30 p.m. on Nov. JO. 

One begins to feel the anxiety of lhe crew as the 
Fitzgerald is infonncd that the nearest ship, the Arthur 
M. Anderson, is 10 miles away. The Fitzgerald slows its 
engines in order for the other vessel IO reach iL Soon a 
snow squall obscures lhc Anderson's visual contact with 

See Freighter Page 7 

COM biology professor honored by T JCTA 
By MF.LISSA FRANKLIN 
Starr Reporter 

College of the Mainland biology Professor 
Emmeline · Dodd has the singular honor of being 
only the fiflh person to receive the Texas Junior 
College Teacher Association Distinguished Ser
vice Award. She will receive the award at the gen
eral sessioo of the 48th Annual Convention in Dal
las March 2. 

Dodd's award will honor an IDlbelievable 27 
years of service to education. 

Over the years Dodd has been extremely ac
tive in TJCT A, having held all the board posi
tions: president, vice presiden~ secretary and 
treasw-er. Out of all the organi7.ations Dodd has 
belonged to over the years, she believes this or
ganization has done more for Tdxas educators than 
any of the others. • 

Dodd has been willing IO woric hard for 
TJCTA and with the award her hard work and 
dedication is being recognized. When she learned 
of her upcoming award, Dodd said she felt "hon
ored and hwnble." Being selcclCd was, in her 

See Dodd Page 7 
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COM biology Professor Emmeline Dodd will be 
presented the prestii:ious Texas Junior College 
Teacher Association Service Award March 2 in 
Dallas. (Photo by Gina Casbo) 
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Editorials/News 

President Larry L. Stanley welcomes COM students to the semi-annual Welcome Back Kickoff sponsored by the 
Student Activities Board in the Student Center Jan 24. The COM Jazz Combo entertains while audience members 
paint. The Art Association provided painting materials. (Photo by Sarah Frye) 

SAB hosts Welcome Back Kickoff 
ByMARCEDOO 
.usistant F.ditor 

The College of the Mainland Jazz C001bo kicked 
off the scmi·annual Welcome Back Kickoff, sponsored 
by the Student Activities Board, during College Hour in 
the Student Center Jan. 24. 

The Comtx:, opened with a piece by Elmo Hope, 
"So Nice," and a piece by Dizzy Gillespie, "A Night in 
Twaisia." 

The purpose of the event was to acquaint students 
with SAB officers and to give other COM organizations 
the opponunity Lo give infonnation about meeting times 
and the events and activities they sponsor. 

~Inter COM 

During the Kickoff SAB members handed out fliers 
and COM Discount Cards, which are free, and allow stu
dents reduced prices at participating e·stab1ishments. 
This card is available at the front desk of the gym. 

1be SAB also provided free soft drinks for the at
tendees. 

COM President Larry L. Stanley introduced repre
sentatives from organizations such as Phi Theta Kappa, 
the Christian club, the Show Choir, the men's soccer 
team, the softball clu_b and lhe Art As.sociation. 

Club representatives told the students of criteria 
necessary to join an organization, such as the 3.6 grade 
JX)int average requirement to become a member of PTK. 

The Art Association had a painting party during the 
· Kickoff and invited audience members to the front of the 
stage to paint during the Jazz Combo perfonnance. 

At the conclusion of the Kickoff, the Art Associa
tion hung the 3 feet lall by 6 feet wide painting in the 
Student Center. 

Presidents Day: 
More than day off 

.Mike 
·. Miles 

So many people only sec Presidents Day as one 
more federal holiday. Most think of it as nothing more 
than George Washington's binhday (Feb. 22). Few 
would even know that Abraham Lincoln's birthday (Feb. 
20) is also honored. Technically, oo Presidents Day, 
Feb. 20, we observe the birthdays of two of our coun
try's greateSt men. 

Much was put into the making of the office of presi~ 
dent. In 1787 when George Washington presided over 
the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia, many 
would have been content with an American monarchy, 
with Washington as king. However, Our founding fathers 
had other plans, as did Washington. They agreed there 
should be one president, elected by the people, who 
could serve only four years at a time. The power of the 
office would not be absolute. lbere would be a compre
hensive system of checks and balances designed to keep 
the president from becoming a king. 

More than 200 years later, the office remains one 
step away from royalty. Every word the president utters 
is news to America. 1be White House has become our 
Buckingham Palace and the fir,t families have become 
our royals. Many of these families come to feel like part 
of our own. We have wept during their tragedies and re
joiced during their successes. Never has a society 
mourned as America did when President Kennedy was 
killed. Never has a nation cheered as when President 
Johnson gave the hand of his oldest daughter to a Ma
rine captain. Even presidential pelS have risen to nation
al attention. Socks, the first cat, receives mail regularly 
and is even featured in Outland, a daily syndicated car
toon. 

So on this day of celebrating the lives of men who 
have steered the course of our nation, we should pause 
in gratitude. Rather than e·njoying the holiday or com
plaining about the banks being closed, we can be proud 
of an office which has only been loosely copied abroad, 
and the unique men who have helped make that office 
what it is. While they have created controversy and even 
contempt, they have seldom failed to gain our respect. 

Mmaa;int; Editor 

Assistant Editor 

BAR.BA~ E. LEWIS 
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By JESSAMYN DENNEY 
Staff Reporter 

Although the College of the Mainla!Jd Student Art 
Association has been in existence for a number of years, 
last year it was rejllvenated with a new adviser, COM 
ceramics Professor Betty Palifka. 

"I volunleered because I enjoy the students." Palifka 
said. "It's nice to have a group that can share interests, 
help each other solve problems and give support. The 
students have an opportunity IO share ideas and get to 
know each other." 

The first act of the resurrected organization was te 
elect officers. and then to plan the club's first event held 
NoV. 18. The movie, like Water for Chocolate, was co
sponsored with the COM Amigos. 

"Wtl'king with the COM Amigos was a chance to 
present art as multicultural," said Susan Littleton, An 
Association president. 

'The organization sponson not only a free movie 
once a month, but also participales in various other ac
tivities. For the Christmas Wish Party held Dec. 15 for 

' 

• 

foster children, club members bought presents, made or
naments for each child, and provided a table and materi
als for the children to decorate paper sacks for goodies. 

At the Welcome Back Kickoff held Jan. 24, the Art 
Association set up painting materials and invited stu
dents to help make a painting now displayed in the Stu
dent Center. 

A sculpture workshop was presented by Houston 
stone sculptor Gretchen Weinstein on Jan. 26. It was the 
first in a series of art workshops • 

"It was great to have a workshop to introduce me to 
a medium I had never worked with," said an student 
Cheryl Yowig. "By the end I really wanted to try work
ing with sione. It was excellent." 

The Art Association is a student-run organization 
with membership open to all students. "Being a member 
in the club is an opportunity IO improve leadership skills 
and meet new people," Littleton said. 

The group meets twice a month on Tuesdays from 
12:30 to 1:20 p.m. in the Fine Arts Gallery. For more in

. formation call Palifka at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-
3991, Exts. 349/348. Call Liuleton at (713) 337-4732. 

,. 

• 

Don Wiseman, left, and Richard Kremer are captains 
of the Authur M. Anderson and the S.S. Edmund 
Fitzgerald respectively in Ten November. The play 
opened Feb. 26 iu COMArena Theatre. 

(Photo courtesy of thearer department) 

Freighter tragedy 
retold on stage 
Continued from Page 1--------
the Fitzgerald, and finally the freighter disappears com
pletely from the Anderson's radar screen. The Ander
son's captain then radios the Coast Guard to report visu
al, radar and radio contact with the Fitzgerald have been 
lost, and that the ship presumably has been swallowed 
by the deep et- Si,.-Fathom Shoo!, an underground reef. 

Searches are organized and conducted, but to no 
avail. Pieces of the wreckage swface, but the crewmen 
are never found. 

During the investigation it was found that. the own
era of the Fitzgerald had put the crew and the ship in 
peril by loading several hundred IOns more iron ore on it 
than it was built to carry. Moreover, the ship was old 
(built in 1958) and November is one of the worst months 
for sailing. ~ite these facts, the Fitzgerald's owners 
and the Cout Guard were exonerated. 

The male performers alternately portray both ships' 
crews telling the story of the sinking through flashbacks 
and the conjectured conversations and memories of the 
lost seamen. 

Music is provided on stage by a guitarist and-a bass 
player, the accompanists to the three female singers, 
who blend their angelic voices bringing to life the leg
end of the Three Sislers. The myth of the sisters is based 
on the belief that three successive giant waves break up 
and sink ships. The three sisters, who send the crew of 
the Fitzgerald to their watery grave, may also be seen as 
the widows of the lost seamen. 

Ten November has no stars, for all the actors share 
the limelight equally as they interact with one another, 
adroilly $Witching roles as the crew members of both 
ships, searchers, owners and investigators. They do a 
marvelous job and give a moving perfonnance. 

The play, excellently directed by Jack Westin, co
ordinalOr of the Arena Theatre Team, is heavy in emo
tion and is a tribute to the 29 Fitzgerald crewmen and 
their families. AU available information about the Fitz
gerald sinking, as well as the mythology surrounding the 
ttagt.<ly, is presented in an unbwed, objective way. 

I highly recommend seeing the play; however, be 
prepared to feel stress and the deep emotions the story 
evokes. 

For ticket information call (713) 280-3991 or (409) 
938-1211, ExL 345. CW"lain times are Thursday through 
Saturday, 8p.m. and Sunday, 2:30 p.m. 

TI1e Arena Theatre's next production is Neil Simon's 
Lost in Yonkers. Free preview night is Wednesday, Feb. 
29. Opening night is March 30. 

! 
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Students ask for extended services 
Continued from Page 1 ---------

$16,000 daycare budget this semester. 
Of the 58 parents notified of the shortfall of daycare 

funds for the spring semester, 47 have elected to partici
pate in the new drop-in daycare program. The college 
pays half of the daycare cost. making the fmal price for 
parents $5 per day per child. 

As an alternative Dr. Bass suggested telecommWii· 
cation classes or home study programs. He cited Hous
ton COIIlmunity College's existing 36 home courses as 
an alternative. 

The forum also focused on the high prices. rude ser
vice and poor food quality of the COM cafeteria. 

"I cannot afford to eat here every day; it's too 
much," COM police officer Jeanette Swindell said. "I 
have to go somewhere else to eat." 

Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of College and Financial 
Services, responded by encouraging the Student Govern
ment to form a committee and price outside food servic
es and restaurants to present a comparison to the College 
Senate to possibly help redesign the policy. Dr. Pope 
added that President Larry L. Stanley will announc.e in 
February 1996 that COM will be accepting bids for food 
service when the present service's contract expires. 

Many students nodded in agreement as one st.udent 
cited rude service by some cafeteria personnel. They 
also agreed with the complaints of another student about 
the poor quality of the food. ln response Dr. Pope of
fered to schedule an apJX)inunent with students and Jeff 

Brown, the owner of the current food service at COM. 
Other student concerns included expanding library 

and computer lab hours, financial aid and counseling 
service hours, and professor availability to students, es
pecially on Fridays. 

One student stated that COM's hiring policy needs 
to reflect the cultural diversity of the student body, while 
another complained that his letter to the COM president 
concerning improper behavior on the part of two instruc
tors went unanswered. 

Student Government President David Pyawasay ex
plained how a student government functions and what 
its purpose is, emphasizing that for the first time in 12 
years ' COM has a student government, which is "the 
voice of the student body." He encouraged students .with 
concerns relating to COM to attend the Student Govern
me11t meetings. 

He stressed that students have the opportunity to be 
directly involved with college policy, reminding them 
that all meetings are open to everyone. 

The next Student Government meeting is Feb. 23. 
The meetings are held in the Student Center Sunroom 
every other Thursday 12:30 to 1:20 p.m. 

For more infonnation about COM Student Govern
ment contact James Shippy, director of Student Services 
at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 413. 

The next forum meeting will be held in April. 

The spring 1995 lnJtrCOM st.afT i~ludes from left: Brad Stevenson; Chuck Cruse; Nicole Torres; Carol Boone; 
Barbara E. Lewis, managing editor; Skip Garwood; Maree Doo, ~istant editor; Jessamyn Denney; Gina CastJO; 
MelB Franklin; and Mike Miles. Not pictured, Wayne Evans. (Photo by Astrid .H. Lowery) 

Dodd will receive award in Dallas . ' 
Continued from Page 1 ---------

words, "overwhelming." 
Dodd was born in the small town of Nacogdoches 

and soon after moved to Port Arthur. Her Port Arthur 
high school biology reacher was the first to inspire her to 
be.come a teacher. She also joined Future Teachers of 
America in high school. 

After high school graduatioo, Dodd returned to Na
·cogdoches to attend Stephen F. Austin State University 
where she received both her bachelor's and master's de
grees in biology. From Stephen F. Austin she went di
reclly to Texas A&M University at Ga1veston to begin 
work on her doctorate. At a later time she received her 
second master's degree in accounting from University of 
Houston-Clear Lake. Laughing, Dodd said she spent 12 
to 15 years in college. 

• 

When asked what bas interested her the most in her 
biology studies, she said exploring the nasal passages of 
seagulls for mites. 

The highlight of her life has been her travels in Eu
rope. She considers reading one of her favorite pastimes 
and during the swnmcrs she reads Stephen King and 
Anne Rice novels. Dodd also 'enjoys country and west
ern dancing. 

Fred Faour Sr., who took both semesters of biology 
with Dodd, said, "She was not easy, but if you want IO 
know biology you will know biology when you get out 
of her class." He added Dodd was one of the best teach
ers he has had during his years in college. 

Dee Anna Lopez, one of Dodd's students this se
mester said, "Dodd really makes learning fun." 

~ex, Consequences seminar focus on AIDS Awareness Week 
As pan of AIDS Awareness Week, Feb. 12 through 

Feb. 18, Jim Hilton, director of the Sexually Transmitted 
Disease Section in the Galveston County Health Depart
ment, will speak on Sex and Consequences at College of 

' 

• 

• 

. . 

the Mainland. This program, sponsored by the Student 
Activities Board, will be held Thursday, Feb. 16, at 
12:30 p.m. in the Learning Re.sources Center Auditori
um, L-131. 
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Sports/Campus Life 

COM hosts Danish 
gymnastics team 

By CHUCK CRUSE 
Staff Reporter 

The National Danish Gymnastic Team, on a 10-
month world tour visiting Canada, the United States and 
the Philippines, performed their show at the College of 
the Mainland Jan. 24. The team displayed a variety of 
modem rhythmic gymnastics, artistic vaulting, tumbling 
and traditional Danish folk dances in a two-hour show. 
Admission was free to COM students and $2 to the gen
eral public. 

The event is the result of the young, dedicated gym
nasts' wish to show the world what can be accomplished 
through recreational gymnastics. 1be entire performance 
was a team effort. The vaulting and tumbling by the 
young men and women was one of the highlights of the 
evening. The team showed different forms of running, 
jumping and balancing as well as difficult stunts which 
require excellent coordination. 

Along with two instructors, 15 young women and 
15 young moo make up the team. They were selected 
from many skillful gymnasts in Denmark. 

After the show the crowd which filled half the gym 
gave the Danish tc:am a standing ovation. 

"America is exciting because we see a lot of differ
ent pans of the United States," explained Giuc Moller 
Madsen one of the team members. Before coming to 
Texas the team spent Chrisunas in Florida and New 
Year's Eve in New Orleans. 

"The team enjoyed listening to jazz music on Bour
bon Street and watching the Natiooal Basketball Associ
ation," team member JesperPedersen-said. 

Most of the gymnasts are in their early 20s and 
have taken time off without salary of any kind for this 
tour, according to the National Danish Gymnastics 
Team brochure. Their common interest is their dedica
tion to gymnastics as a sport and a way to stay physical
ly fit. All of the members are instructors in their own 
communities in Denmark. 

The Danish gymnast and sports associations are na-, 
tionwide organizations working through sport and other 
culnual activities to strengthen the wcxk organization in 
their cowitry. 1be team visits various areas as a way ro 
promote youth and adult education. 

Gymnastics. according to the team's brochure, has 
its roots in the political and cultural outlook of the Dan
ish people and is closely linked to the Danish concept of 
association and clubs, based on a centuries-old traditioo. 

As part of their world tour the ream went to Spain 
and France during August and September, and begin
ning in Ocrober and ending in March. the team will have 
visited 10 states in the United Stales, toured Mexico 
Cuba, Costa Rica and Guaiemala. The tour will finish.; 
the Philippines; then the ream will rctwn to Denmark. 
"Danish gymnasts have toured since 1939," according to 
the National Danish Gymnastics Te.am brochure. 

Mardi 20 gradiurtion ~eadline . 
' " ,. ' .,·r• ,· · .......... ·. .. .. .. · · .. . · ·. .·CC·.'· .. ·.',·· · ..... , .. ,,i. ,; .. 
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The National Danish Gymnastic Team perrorms one or its gymnastic reats in the COM gym Jan. 24.The team is on 
a world tour to promote physical fitness through gymnastics. The tour ends in Man:h, 

(Photo by Sarah Frye) 

COM police redesign safety pamphlet 
By MIKE MILES 
Starr Reporter 

The most recent repon on crime awareness and 
campus security is now available from the College of the 
Mainland Campus Police DepanmenL This pamphlet is 
packed with important information to help keep Siu· 
dents, faculty and staff safe. All the informatioo is pre
sented to maiotain the college's commilme.Dl to safety 
and security, and to comply with the Crime Awareness 
and Campus Socurity Act of 1990. 

Many of the services ouUined in the report are de· 
signed to give students and employees a sense of secwi
ty on and around the campus. The police department as
sists motorists in locating and unlocking vehicles. Also, 
the campus police officers are willing to provide escorts 

to anyone walking on campus, especially after dark. 
These services. and many othecs outlined in the relX)rt 
may be obtained by using lhe emergency/information 
call boxes located across the campus and diaJing ExL 
599 or 0. 

. 1 

Campus police provide vital safety information 
through services such as presentations on sexual assault 
awareness and prevention. Periodically, articles address
ing crime prevention and awareness are published in Jn
t<rCOM and other college publications. 

The pamphlet also covers parking violations in de
tail. Vehicles will be ticketed for parking in restricted ar
eas. moving against the normal flow of traffic. parking 
outside the lines and parking or driving on campus side
walks. The fines connected with these violatiom will be
gin at $4 for the fust 'violation. 

The 12 designated smoking areas also are outlined 
in the pamphlet. The depanment emphasizes that smok· 
ing is not allowed outside the designated areas and fines 
will eventually be levied. Violations could ultimately re.
suit in the violator being suspended from college. 

The campu.s police department may be reached at 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 403 or ExL S99 
for emergencies. 

The pamphlets are in the police office in the Admin
istration Building or distributed across campus. 

Winners of the 3 on 3 Student/Employee Basketball Tournament held Dec. 6 include from left, first place team 
members Larry McCorkle, Ashton Jackson and Tige Cornelius; and second place team members Corey Weatherly, 
Paul Cooper and Trey Richardson. On Feb. 8, McCorkle, Jackson, and Cornelius also won first place in the 3 on 3 
Basketball Tournament. (Pltoto by Maryann Urick) 
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Love peaks on 
St. Valentine's Day 

Starry-eyed and lovesick.. students are stwn
bling around the grounds as if on legs made of 
cooked spaghetti. This usually normal situation 
called love has come to_ a peak. The culprit: SL 
Valentine's Day. 

Forced to buy large, heart-shaped boxes ftlled 
with candy and being commiued or not committed 
to a relationship has thrown everyone who is love
struck into a quandry. The answer to this dilemma: 
Nothing. Love has a way of disabling even the 
m~t able. While Susan is sitting in her biology 
class thinking about John, John is drooling over 
his English teacher, who in tum is wondering 
whether or not she remembered to tum I.he iron 
off. Cupid has run amok. Sweethearts or sweet 
tarts., that is the quest.ion. 

Confused emotions and lightheadedness seem 
to reign as we see the strong become wealc and the 
weak become weaker. This sweet and sour situa
tion has hopefully ended with the passing of V. 
day, and life will go on as usual. However, one 
thing is for certain: Love rules and always will. 

We do have some control over our financial 
situation. oor hair color, our jean sizes and grades, 
but the heart has and always will have a mind of 
its own. 

Letter to the Editor 

Student aggravated 
over registration 
Dear Editor. 

I am a College of the Mainland student and have 
been since the fall of 1991. To be honest, my experience 
with the new registration process instituted this semester 
was the worst I have ever had in terms of timeliness. I 
have never had to wail kmger than 20 minutes to regis
ter. This time I had to stand in a line with probably more 
than 500 people and was forced to wait for over an hour 
and one half (if! didn't want to pay the extra $10 for a 
late fee) just lO have my courses entered in the comput
er. This is ridiculous! 

I work 8 boors a day and do not have time to stand 
around and wait I suggest that COM go back to its orig
inal way of registering its students. 

If COM does not go back to the other way of regis
tration, then they should at least separate the students by 
last names and give them specific times of the day to 
register. 

This registration process has many ways it could be 
revised to better suit the students' needs. I mean isn't that 
what COM is here for? 

Kim Mitchell 

• 
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O.J. trial becomes media circus 
ByMIKEMILl!S 
Slaff Reporter 

Come one, come all to America's latest media cir
cus. Never has our society been bener at transmitting in
formation-so far and so fasL The assault is in high gear 
and America can't get enough. 

Circus great P.T. Barnum once said "There's a suck
er born every minute." The minutes have cenainly added 
up. Take just.one look at the Los Angeles County Court· 
house as proof. There, in a tense and crowded courtroom 

are all the elements for American media drama. 
OJ. Simpsoo, an American hero, stands accused of 

the brutal murder of his beautiful and glamorous former 
wife, Nicole Brown Simpson, and her friend Ronald 
Goldman. Both sides have their champions. Talented 
and charismatic attorneys jockey for position in an arena 
governed by the wisdom and experience of Judge Lance 
Ito. 

The media blitz created by this most recent trial of 
the century is unequale.d. More worldwide press organi
zations are covering the Simpson Uial than were in
volved in the Gulf War. Simpson is front page news dai
ly in every major city in the COWltry. 

ming to broadcast the opening days of the trial. The 
wand's Ollly all news network, CNN, is devoting hun
dreds, possibly thousands of hours to air the trial in its 
entirety. To date, the average American knows more 
about the Simpson trial Ira\\' he does about Watefllate. 

The potential influence of the American media was 
ftr.!l seen during the 1960 presidential campaign when a 
debate between John F. Kennedy and Richard Nixon 
was televised. While scholars argued the effects of tele-

. vision.on the ootcome of that election. a.large.majority 
watching that de bale fell that Kennedy won decisively, 
while those Ollly listening to the radio broadcast felt nei
ther of the candidates outweighed the other. 

More than 30 years later, the media not only manip
ulates America's opinions, but its very lifestyle. The fan
fare surrounding the Simpson trial seems oddly appro
priate as Americans often tend to surround their interests 
with celebrati~. l.al.ely it appears that reality is more in-· 
teresting than fiction. 

As the drama m1folds on television, the debates in 
the coffee shops, bank lobbies, schools and homes will 
continue. Most agree that the debate over Simpson's 
guilt or innocence will continue long after the trial is 
over. Until then, the T-shirts will be sold and the books 
will be written. America will continue to be entranced 
by the fate of ooe of ber media heroes and it will all be 
seen on television. 

Every network news program is le.ading nightly 
with the latest news of the trial. All three of the major 
~works blacked out eight days of daytime program-

PTK plans actjve spring semester· 
By SKIP GARWOOD 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Phi Theta Kappa, Sig
ma Della chapter held two spring semeste.r orientation 
meetings Jan . . 19 and 21 to acquaint students with the a
ganization. The meetings featured pizza and soft drinks, 
and a short video of the history of PTK as well as infor
mation about the organization. 

PTK President Ramona Barrera-Mason introduced 
the officers and the two advisers, Leslie Richardson, 
COM math professor, and Kathye Bergin, COM English 
professor. Richardson explaint:d the criteria needed to be 
eligible for membership in PTK and participation in the 
organiution's activities. 

To be eligible, a student must be currently enrolled 
at COM in at least three credit hours, have a grade point 
average of 3.6 and have accumulated 12 credit hours of 
college level courses at COM. 

PTK activities focus on the development of leader· 
ship. scholarship, fel~wship and community service, ac-

• 

cording to the PTK handbook_ 

PTK officers, in addition to the presiden~ include: 
Shelley Chadwick, vice president; Spencer Gould, secre
tary; Darlene Grace, treasurer; Selin Yincen~ historian; 
and David L Shoup, reporter. · 

PTK offers each member a long list of benefits, 
privileges and opportunities. During both the fall and 
spring semesters $50 scholarships are awarded kl the 
two most active PTK members. A $100 community ser
vice scholarship is awarded to any COM student or citi
i.en in the community for public service. 

Today PTK is a strong organization with 950 chap
ters and more than 45,000 students inducted annually. 
The average member's age .is 29, yet the ages of PTK 
members range from 18 to 80. 

The next PTK meeting is set for Feb. 18 and will 
run from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. because a leadership 
workshop will be part of the meeting. The workshop is 
open to all studerns. 

A regular one-hoor meeting is set for Feb. 23 at 
12:30p.m. 
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Photographer F..arlie Hudnall Jr., on left, explains his photographs during the opening of the COM Art 
Gallery exhibit, Portraits of A Community: African-American Photography in Texas, Feb. 2. The exhibit will 
be on display through Feb. 28. (Photo by Jessamyn Denney) 

Show f ea tu res black photographers 
By NICOLE TORRES 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Art Gallery 
opened its first show of the spring with Portraits 
of a Community: African American Pholography 
in Texas Feb. 2. 

The show which continues through February 
features the work of 16 African-American photog
raphers in Texas many of whom worked or still 
work in lhe Houston/Galveston area. 

About 50 people attended lhc opening whi~h 
featured two speakers. 

The curator of the show, Dr. Alan Govcnar, 
talked about how he created the display and some 
of the history it represents. Photographer Earlie 
Hudnall Jr. spoke about various aspects of his pho
tographs and explained some of his techniques, 
such as always asking pennission before taking an 
individual's picture. 

The exhibit spans from 1920 to the present 
and is a commemoration of the rituals and celebra
tions of the African-American community. 

"The photos in this show are so personal," 

Gallery Director Mona Marshall said, ·:They give 
a glimpse into a history that was not so long ago, 
but seems like a long time ago. · 

"For the most part, their (the photographers) 
work wasn't recognized by the art world and 
would have slipped into obscurity if it wasn't for 
Dr. Govenar getting this collection together," Mar
shall said. 

Three photos, which depict actual lynchings, 
are shrouded black cloth out of respect and to pro
tect viewer's sensitivity. They were chosen to re
flect the brutality African-Americans often were 
subjected to. 

The show, which ends Feb. 28, is in the COM 
Art Gallery located in the Fine Arts Building. Gal
lery hours are Tuesdays and Wednesdays 9 am. to 
5:30 p.m. and Thursdays 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Other 
times are available by appointment. For an ap
poinunent call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, 
Ext. 354. 

The ·next art gallery exhibit, featuring the 
work of University of Texas Professor Bogdan 
Perzynski, will open March 23 at 2 p.m. 

Free SAB movie, Forrest Gump, March 24 & 25 
By CAROL BOONE 
Staff Reporter 

Forrest Gu.mp, the blockbuster movie hit of 1994, 
will be shown free in the College of the Mainland Leam
ing Resources Center Auditorium, L-131, at 7 p.m. on 
March 24 and 25. The movie, sponsored by the Student 
Activities Board and fundet1 by student activity fees, is 
free to all in the community. 

The movie stars Tom Hanks as Forrest Gump, a 
slow but sensitive man from Alabama whose life is 
chronicled over sever.ti decades of history. Sally Field 
stars as Forrest's mother, a woman who is very innuen
tial in his life . 

The movie shows Forrest growing up and becoming 

. ' 

a man, going to college and becoming a football star, 
and then going to Vietnam and returning a "war hero." 
Forrest, a simple man, unknowingly affects history and 
history unknowingly affects Forrest. 

Forrest also has a love interest and he never forgets 
"his Jenny." his girlfriend from childhocx:l. Thei~ rela
tionship has its ups and downs, but after a series of 
events Jove eventually wins out 

The movie is loosely based on the book, Forrest 
Gump, by Winston Groom. Another book by Groom is 
Better Times Than These written in the 1980s. 

Come tmvel with Forrest Gump and see life and his
tory in a whole new perspective. I think you will enjoy 
every minute of this movie! I did. 

• 
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COM hosts party 
for foster children 
By NICOLE TORRES 
Stair Reporter 

Chrisonas came early for 200 Galveston County 
fosrer Children as College of the Mainland sponsored its 
second annual Chrisunas Wish Party Dec. 15 in the Stu
dent Center. 

The party put on by various groups and individuals 
featured a visit by Santa Claus and Mickey Mouse as 
well as food and treats for more than 300 guests. 

The Christmas Wish Party is an idea introduced two 
years ago by COM organizations and clubs which made 
up the former Student Advisory Council, now reorga
nize.d as the Student Government 

The party gives COM students and employees an 
opportunity to be directly involved ip a childs Christ
mas. Participants choose area foster children by age. 
gender and wish, and purchase Christmas gifts for them. 

Stephanie Brown, chairwoman for the event, said 
the 1994 Christmas Wish Party was a big production 
and all who helped reached more foster children than 
were reached last year. 

"I got a lot of help from the college, and the faculty 
was great." Brown ,said. "They'd come up and a'sk me 
about sponsoring kids. n 

Finding sponsors was another dilemma facing 
Brown. "I looked for sponsors anywhere I could. I even 
went door-to-door." More than 160 sponsor (groups and 
individuals) made the Christmas Wish Party a success, 
Brown said. 

The good feeling the children get from the party 
makes all the work planning it worthwhile, Brown said. 
"For a lot of them this is die only Chrisunas they get, 
and it's Dice to make at least one day happy." 

UHD offers students 
English grammar line 
By SKIP GARWOOD 
Staff Reporter 

You're home and about to write that all important 
pass or fail essay when il happens. A major English 
grammar question pops into your mind, and you can't 
quite Understand the explanation in your Englisfi text
book. What can you do? Whom do you call? Can any
one help? Stop! Don't panic; there is help. 

The Grammar Line of the University of Houston 
Downtown can help solve most, if not all, of your gram
mar and punctuation questions. The.experts at the Gram
mar Line can be reached at (713) 221-8670 weekdays 
between 8 am. and 5 p.m. The Grammar Line is availa
ble regularly from September through May, except on 
holidays and during spring break. 

The, UHD Grammar Line began in the late 1970s, 
according to a UHD news release. The Grammar Line is 
answered by members of the university's English faculty 
in their department's Writing Center. About 75 cans 
come in weekly during the fall and spring semesters. 
• Not only do students use the Grammar Line, but 
writers. edittn, puzzle addicts and lawyers among oth
ers, in searching for grammatical truth. Some of the 
most common questions asked are about commas, sub
ject-verb agreement and spelling. Sometimes, however, 
the questions even leave the grammarians a bit puzzled. 
For instance, "If you end a sentence wilh Inc., do you 
need another period?" The answer is no you don't 

So don't forget. whether you have a big or a little 
grammar problem, you can call the Grammar Line_. Y_ ou 
might even think about writing the number on the ms1de 
of all those textbooks for the courses you know you will 
require an essay sooner or later. 
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Blood drive sets sights 
on reaching new goals 

Elevator to enhance Student Center 

By MELISSA FRANKLIN 
Staff Reporter 

The secood day of College of the Mainland's 
. spring blood drive, hosted by the Student Activi

ties Board and the Gulf Coast Regional Blood 
Center of Houston, will be Feb. 15 in the Student 
Center from 9 to 3:30 p.m. 

Free T-shirts will be given to anyone who do
nates blood, said Maryann Urick, Student Activi
ties Board sponsor. 

The goal this semester is to have more blood 
donated than ever before. The largest amount of 
blood received was 188 pints in October 1993. 

In order to donate blood you must be 18 or, if 
you are 17, have a parent or guardian's permission. 
You also must weigh at least 110 pounds. 

Fonns will be provided at the drive, listing 
blood donor requirements. 

Oot of the 118 people who turned out for the 
fall drive only 13 were deferred from -donating, 
Urick said. Some of the reasons for not being able 
to donate include taking certain prescription medi
cines or having a tattoo for less than a year. 

"There is a real demand for blood and people 
have the opportunity to give," Urick said. 

Continued from Page .,_ __________ _ 

Director of Adult Basic Education Sandra Evans 
said she is prepared to do "what is needed to accommo
date students" who need to get to the second level of the 
Student Center. (ABE, pre-OED and GED labs moved 
from the Learning Resources Center building to the sec
ond noor of the Student Center at the beginning of the 
spring semester.) 

Both Dr. Pope and Evam;: emphasized they are will· 
ing to l!Jake arrangements with students and instructors 
who need ace~ to the second level of the Student Cen
ter. They are willing' ID move classes elsewhere or ar
range special times ID meeL 

Construction was begun during the Chrisunas break 
because Dr. Pope wanted to get the "large, more noisy 
construction out of the way." 

In connection with ADA requirements, the entrance 
of the Student Center is undergoing a structural change, 
Dr. Pope said. This change will bring the entrance out 
to be even with the front of the building, making not 
only the building more accessible to handicapped stu
dents, but also making the elevator more accessible. 

Dr. Pope said the college is considering the con
struction of a covered walkway to the Student Center 
from the Administration Building, but al the present 
there are no definite plans. 

The pavement in front of the Student Center will be 
renovarcd to match plan_ned color scheme of the elevator 
and the other entrances around campus, Dr. Pope said. 

Folk artist Charlie King takes the audience through 450 years of historical events Feb. 3, in the Learning Re
sources Center Auditorium. King gave three performances for COM audiences. (Photo by Mike Miles) 

Illinois union members ask for more local support 

.. • 

By BARBARA E, LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

Three Decatur, Ill .• union members spoke to Col
lege of the Mainland political science classes Jan. 11. 

The men were brought to the area by the Oil, Chem
ical and Atomic Workers Union Local 4227, which pro
vided transportatioo and helped them make contacts. 

COM hisiory Professor Larry Smith introduced the 
spe.akers saying: "Eugene Debs said one time that labor 
laws are so construcced that the whales can get through, 
but the minnows get caught I think you'll see that we 
have some people here that in that power struggle are 
minnows, but have got the l\eans and courage of 
whales.'' Debs, a strike leader, helped organize unions 
such as the Industrial Workers of the World in 1905. 

Gary Garner, a member of the United Auto Workers 
Local 751, worked for Catel])illar Tractor Co. for 28 
years. Dave Frazier, of the United Rubber Workers Lo-

cal 713, was employed by Bridgestone\Firestone. Royal 
Plankenhom, or the United Paperworkers Local 7837, 
has been locked out of W.E. Staley Manufacturing Co. 
for 18 months. 

The speakers, unemployed due to strikes and lock
outs, wore T-shirts with the word Solidarity inscribed on 
them be.cause all the unions in Decatur have joined to
gether with each other in their fight for a "fair day's pay 
for a fair day's work." 

Plankenhom explained I.hat people have forgotten 
that unions have been instrumental in securing health 
care, a 40-hour week and minimum wages for employ· 

ees. 
Solidarity, a united cause, is the cry of the unions • 

because if the Wlion members in Decatur are defeated, it 
will ha've an effect on all the other unions in this nation. 

The OCA W in Texas City has joined in the plight of 
the Illinois unions to help enlighten the public about lhe 
n~d to support union workers. 

• ' 

• 

• 

The reconstruction of the front entrance and the el
evator of the Student Center should be finished by the 
end of Man::b. The new elevator will meet ADA regu
lations providing handicapped people easier access to 
the second floor of the center. (Photo by Mike Miles) 

Folklorist King sings 
way th·rough history 
ByMARCEDOO 
As..iistant Editor 

Anned with only his amazingly powerful voice and 
an acoustic guitar, muscian and folk singer Charlie King 
perfonned for three different College of the Mainland 
audiences on Feb 3. 

King's 9:30 a.m. perfonnance in the Fine Arts 
Building Recital Hall, F-ll7, was a "450 year romp 
through American History." The other tWo performances 
at 12:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. in the Leaming Resource 
Auditorium covered a range of topics from women's is
sues to war and peace to environment/safe energy. 

During his 9:30 performance the folk singer re
counted historical events and sang of the ever-present 
struggles accompanying the events. King went back and 
forth talking and then breaking into song, giving equal 
time to each. None of the songs were King's original ma
terial, but the way he pieced the songs and the stories to
gether was his own. King sang none of the songs in their 
entirety, but used bits and pieces to underscore the his
torical events he told about. 

King began his 9:30 "romp" with the story of the 
"Negro Spiritualists," slaves who made up songs for oth
er slaves to sing and to give them hope and a way of es
cape. The songs were Christian songs that disguised es
cape routes for African-American slaves. 

King also told of the stuggles of immigrants who 
had to fight against the injustices they encountered in 
this country. 

The major battles of labor unions was another sulr 
ject King explored, going from the union's early years to 
today's struggles to keep them going. 

He explained how labor unions were patterned after 
the guilds set up in medieval Europe. King also detailed 
the hardships workers endured creating and running the 
unions, the unfair wages they were paid before unions 
were organized and the blacklisting by employers of the 
known labor union organizers. 

King tried to coax the audience to sing along with 
him during his performance without success; they had 
trouble catching his hidden jokes. However, they indi· 
cate.d their enjoyment of his pedonnance by applauding 
at the end. 
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Photographer F..arlie Hudnall Jr., on left, explains his photographs during the opening of the COM Art 
Gallery exhibit, Portraits of A Community: African-American Photography in Texas, Feb. 2. The exhibit will 
be on display through Feb. 28. (Photo by Jessamyn Denney) 

Show f ea tu res black photographers 
By NICOLE TORRES 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Art Gallery 
opened its first show of the spring with Portraits 
of a Community: African American Pholography 
in Texas Feb. 2. 

The show which continues through February 
features the work of 16 African-American photog
raphers in Texas many of whom worked or still 
work in lhe Houston/Galveston area. 

About 50 people attended lhc opening whi~h 
featured two speakers. 

The curator of the show, Dr. Alan Govcnar, 
talked about how he created the display and some 
of the history it represents. Photographer Earlie 
Hudnall Jr. spoke about various aspects of his pho
tographs and explained some of his techniques, 
such as always asking pennission before taking an 
individual's picture. 

The exhibit spans from 1920 to the present 
and is a commemoration of the rituals and celebra
tions of the African-American community. 

"The photos in this show are so personal," 

Gallery Director Mona Marshall said, ·:They give 
a glimpse into a history that was not so long ago, 
but seems like a long time ago. · 

"For the most part, their (the photographers) 
work wasn't recognized by the art world and 
would have slipped into obscurity if it wasn't for 
Dr. Govenar getting this collection together," Mar
shall said. 

Three photos, which depict actual lynchings, 
are shrouded black cloth out of respect and to pro
tect viewer's sensitivity. They were chosen to re
flect the brutality African-Americans often were 
subjected to. 

The show, which ends Feb. 28, is in the COM 
Art Gallery located in the Fine Arts Building. Gal
lery hours are Tuesdays and Wednesdays 9 am. to 
5:30 p.m. and Thursdays 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Other 
times are available by appointment. For an ap
poinunent call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, 
Ext. 354. 

The ·next art gallery exhibit, featuring the 
work of University of Texas Professor Bogdan 
Perzynski, will open March 23 at 2 p.m. 

Free SAB movie, Forrest Gump, March 24 & 25 
By CAROL BOONE 
Staff Reporter 

Forrest Gu.mp, the blockbuster movie hit of 1994, 
will be shown free in the College of the Mainland Leam
ing Resources Center Auditorium, L-131, at 7 p.m. on 
March 24 and 25. The movie, sponsored by the Student 
Activities Board and fundet1 by student activity fees, is 
free to all in the community. 

The movie stars Tom Hanks as Forrest Gump, a 
slow but sensitive man from Alabama whose life is 
chronicled over sever.ti decades of history. Sally Field 
stars as Forrest's mother, a woman who is very innuen
tial in his life . 

The movie shows Forrest growing up and becoming 

. ' 

a man, going to college and becoming a football star, 
and then going to Vietnam and returning a "war hero." 
Forrest, a simple man, unknowingly affects history and 
history unknowingly affects Forrest. 

Forrest also has a love interest and he never forgets 
"his Jenny." his girlfriend from childhocx:l. Thei~ rela
tionship has its ups and downs, but after a series of 
events Jove eventually wins out 

The movie is loosely based on the book, Forrest 
Gump, by Winston Groom. Another book by Groom is 
Better Times Than These written in the 1980s. 

Come tmvel with Forrest Gump and see life and his
tory in a whole new perspective. I think you will enjoy 
every minute of this movie! I did. 
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COM hosts party 
for foster children 
By NICOLE TORRES 
Stair Reporter 

Chrisonas came early for 200 Galveston County 
fosrer Children as College of the Mainland sponsored its 
second annual Chrisunas Wish Party Dec. 15 in the Stu
dent Center. 

The party put on by various groups and individuals 
featured a visit by Santa Claus and Mickey Mouse as 
well as food and treats for more than 300 guests. 

The Christmas Wish Party is an idea introduced two 
years ago by COM organizations and clubs which made 
up the former Student Advisory Council, now reorga
nize.d as the Student Government 

The party gives COM students and employees an 
opportunity to be directly involved ip a childs Christ
mas. Participants choose area foster children by age. 
gender and wish, and purchase Christmas gifts for them. 

Stephanie Brown, chairwoman for the event, said 
the 1994 Christmas Wish Party was a big production 
and all who helped reached more foster children than 
were reached last year. 

"I got a lot of help from the college, and the faculty 
was great." Brown ,said. "They'd come up and a'sk me 
about sponsoring kids. n 

Finding sponsors was another dilemma facing 
Brown. "I looked for sponsors anywhere I could. I even 
went door-to-door." More than 160 sponsor (groups and 
individuals) made the Christmas Wish Party a success, 
Brown said. 

The good feeling the children get from the party 
makes all the work planning it worthwhile, Brown said. 
"For a lot of them this is die only Chrisunas they get, 
and it's Dice to make at least one day happy." 

UHD offers students 
English grammar line 
By SKIP GARWOOD 
Staff Reporter 

You're home and about to write that all important 
pass or fail essay when il happens. A major English 
grammar question pops into your mind, and you can't 
quite Understand the explanation in your Englisfi text
book. What can you do? Whom do you call? Can any
one help? Stop! Don't panic; there is help. 

The Grammar Line of the University of Houston 
Downtown can help solve most, if not all, of your gram
mar and punctuation questions. The.experts at the Gram
mar Line can be reached at (713) 221-8670 weekdays 
between 8 am. and 5 p.m. The Grammar Line is availa
ble regularly from September through May, except on 
holidays and during spring break. 

The, UHD Grammar Line began in the late 1970s, 
according to a UHD news release. The Grammar Line is 
answered by members of the university's English faculty 
in their department's Writing Center. About 75 cans 
come in weekly during the fall and spring semesters. 
• Not only do students use the Grammar Line, but 
writers. edittn, puzzle addicts and lawyers among oth
ers, in searching for grammatical truth. Some of the 
most common questions asked are about commas, sub
ject-verb agreement and spelling. Sometimes, however, 
the questions even leave the grammarians a bit puzzled. 
For instance, "If you end a sentence wilh Inc., do you 
need another period?" The answer is no you don't 

So don't forget. whether you have a big or a little 
grammar problem, you can call the Grammar Line_. Y_ ou 
might even think about writing the number on the ms1de 
of all those textbooks for the courses you know you will 
require an essay sooner or later. 
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Blood drive sets sights 
on reaching new goals 

Elevator to enhance Student Center 

By MELISSA FRANKLIN 
Staff Reporter 

The secood day of College of the Mainland's 
. spring blood drive, hosted by the Student Activi

ties Board and the Gulf Coast Regional Blood 
Center of Houston, will be Feb. 15 in the Student 
Center from 9 to 3:30 p.m. 

Free T-shirts will be given to anyone who do
nates blood, said Maryann Urick, Student Activi
ties Board sponsor. 

The goal this semester is to have more blood 
donated than ever before. The largest amount of 
blood received was 188 pints in October 1993. 

In order to donate blood you must be 18 or, if 
you are 17, have a parent or guardian's permission. 
You also must weigh at least 110 pounds. 

Fonns will be provided at the drive, listing 
blood donor requirements. 

Oot of the 118 people who turned out for the 
fall drive only 13 were deferred from -donating, 
Urick said. Some of the reasons for not being able 
to donate include taking certain prescription medi
cines or having a tattoo for less than a year. 

"There is a real demand for blood and people 
have the opportunity to give," Urick said. 

Continued from Page .,_ __________ _ 

Director of Adult Basic Education Sandra Evans 
said she is prepared to do "what is needed to accommo
date students" who need to get to the second level of the 
Student Center. (ABE, pre-OED and GED labs moved 
from the Learning Resources Center building to the sec
ond noor of the Student Center at the beginning of the 
spring semester.) 

Both Dr. Pope and Evam;: emphasized they are will· 
ing to l!Jake arrangements with students and instructors 
who need ace~ to the second level of the Student Cen
ter. They are willing' ID move classes elsewhere or ar
range special times ID meeL 

Construction was begun during the Chrisunas break 
because Dr. Pope wanted to get the "large, more noisy 
construction out of the way." 

In connection with ADA requirements, the entrance 
of the Student Center is undergoing a structural change, 
Dr. Pope said. This change will bring the entrance out 
to be even with the front of the building, making not 
only the building more accessible to handicapped stu
dents, but also making the elevator more accessible. 

Dr. Pope said the college is considering the con
struction of a covered walkway to the Student Center 
from the Administration Building, but al the present 
there are no definite plans. 

The pavement in front of the Student Center will be 
renovarcd to match plan_ned color scheme of the elevator 
and the other entrances around campus, Dr. Pope said. 

Folk artist Charlie King takes the audience through 450 years of historical events Feb. 3, in the Learning Re
sources Center Auditorium. King gave three performances for COM audiences. (Photo by Mike Miles) 

Illinois union members ask for more local support 

.. • 

By BARBARA E, LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

Three Decatur, Ill .• union members spoke to Col
lege of the Mainland political science classes Jan. 11. 

The men were brought to the area by the Oil, Chem
ical and Atomic Workers Union Local 4227, which pro
vided transportatioo and helped them make contacts. 

COM hisiory Professor Larry Smith introduced the 
spe.akers saying: "Eugene Debs said one time that labor 
laws are so construcced that the whales can get through, 
but the minnows get caught I think you'll see that we 
have some people here that in that power struggle are 
minnows, but have got the l\eans and courage of 
whales.'' Debs, a strike leader, helped organize unions 
such as the Industrial Workers of the World in 1905. 

Gary Garner, a member of the United Auto Workers 
Local 751, worked for Catel])illar Tractor Co. for 28 
years. Dave Frazier, of the United Rubber Workers Lo-

cal 713, was employed by Bridgestone\Firestone. Royal 
Plankenhom, or the United Paperworkers Local 7837, 
has been locked out of W.E. Staley Manufacturing Co. 
for 18 months. 

The speakers, unemployed due to strikes and lock
outs, wore T-shirts with the word Solidarity inscribed on 
them be.cause all the unions in Decatur have joined to
gether with each other in their fight for a "fair day's pay 
for a fair day's work." 

Plankenhom explained I.hat people have forgotten 
that unions have been instrumental in securing health 
care, a 40-hour week and minimum wages for employ· 

ees. 
Solidarity, a united cause, is the cry of the unions • 

because if the Wlion members in Decatur are defeated, it 
will ha've an effect on all the other unions in this nation. 

The OCA W in Texas City has joined in the plight of 
the Illinois unions to help enlighten the public about lhe 
n~d to support union workers. 

• ' 
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The reconstruction of the front entrance and the el
evator of the Student Center should be finished by the 
end of Man::b. The new elevator will meet ADA regu
lations providing handicapped people easier access to 
the second floor of the center. (Photo by Mike Miles) 

Folklorist King sings 
way th·rough history 
ByMARCEDOO 
As..iistant Editor 

Anned with only his amazingly powerful voice and 
an acoustic guitar, muscian and folk singer Charlie King 
perfonned for three different College of the Mainland 
audiences on Feb 3. 

King's 9:30 a.m. perfonnance in the Fine Arts 
Building Recital Hall, F-ll7, was a "450 year romp 
through American History." The other tWo performances 
at 12:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. in the Leaming Resource 
Auditorium covered a range of topics from women's is
sues to war and peace to environment/safe energy. 

During his 9:30 performance the folk singer re
counted historical events and sang of the ever-present 
struggles accompanying the events. King went back and 
forth talking and then breaking into song, giving equal 
time to each. None of the songs were King's original ma
terial, but the way he pieced the songs and the stories to
gether was his own. King sang none of the songs in their 
entirety, but used bits and pieces to underscore the his
torical events he told about. 

King began his 9:30 "romp" with the story of the 
"Negro Spiritualists," slaves who made up songs for oth
er slaves to sing and to give them hope and a way of es
cape. The songs were Christian songs that disguised es
cape routes for African-American slaves. 

King also told of the stuggles of immigrants who 
had to fight against the injustices they encountered in 
this country. 

The major battles of labor unions was another sulr 
ject King explored, going from the union's early years to 
today's struggles to keep them going. 

He explained how labor unions were patterned after 
the guilds set up in medieval Europe. King also detailed 
the hardships workers endured creating and running the 
unions, the unfair wages they were paid before unions 
were organized and the blacklisting by employers of the 
known labor union organizers. 

King tried to coax the audience to sing along with 
him during his performance without success; they had 
trouble catching his hidden jokes. However, they indi· 
cate.d their enjoyment of his pedonnance by applauding 
at the end. 
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Sports/Campus Life 

COM hosts Danish 
gymnastics team 

By CHUCK CRUSE 
Staff Reporter 

The National Danish Gymnastic Team, on a 10-
month world tour visiting Canada, the United States and 
the Philippines, performed their show at the College of 
the Mainland Jan. 24. The team displayed a variety of 
modem rhythmic gymnastics, artistic vaulting, tumbling 
and traditional Danish folk dances in a two-hour show. 
Admission was free to COM students and $2 to the gen
eral public. 

The event is the result of the young, dedicated gym
nasts' wish to show the world what can be accomplished 
through recreational gymnastics. 1be entire performance 
was a team effort. The vaulting and tumbling by the 
young men and women was one of the highlights of the 
evening. The team showed different forms of running, 
jumping and balancing as well as difficult stunts which 
require excellent coordination. 

Along with two instructors, 15 young women and 
15 young moo make up the team. They were selected 
from many skillful gymnasts in Denmark. 

After the show the crowd which filled half the gym 
gave the Danish tc:am a standing ovation. 

"America is exciting because we see a lot of differ
ent pans of the United States," explained Giuc Moller 
Madsen one of the team members. Before coming to 
Texas the team spent Chrisunas in Florida and New 
Year's Eve in New Orleans. 

"The team enjoyed listening to jazz music on Bour
bon Street and watching the Natiooal Basketball Associ
ation," team member JesperPedersen-said. 

Most of the gymnasts are in their early 20s and 
have taken time off without salary of any kind for this 
tour, according to the National Danish Gymnastics 
Team brochure. Their common interest is their dedica
tion to gymnastics as a sport and a way to stay physical
ly fit. All of the members are instructors in their own 
communities in Denmark. 

The Danish gymnast and sports associations are na-, 
tionwide organizations working through sport and other 
culnual activities to strengthen the wcxk organization in 
their cowitry. 1be team visits various areas as a way ro 
promote youth and adult education. 

Gymnastics. according to the team's brochure, has 
its roots in the political and cultural outlook of the Dan
ish people and is closely linked to the Danish concept of 
association and clubs, based on a centuries-old traditioo. 

As part of their world tour the ream went to Spain 
and France during August and September, and begin
ning in Ocrober and ending in March. the team will have 
visited 10 states in the United Stales, toured Mexico 
Cuba, Costa Rica and Guaiemala. The tour will finish.; 
the Philippines; then the ream will rctwn to Denmark. 
"Danish gymnasts have toured since 1939," according to 
the National Danish Gymnastics Te.am brochure. 

Mardi 20 gradiurtion ~eadline . 
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The National Danish Gymnastic Team perrorms one or its gymnastic reats in the COM gym Jan. 24.The team is on 
a world tour to promote physical fitness through gymnastics. The tour ends in Man:h, 

(Photo by Sarah Frye) 

COM police redesign safety pamphlet 
By MIKE MILES 
Starr Reporter 

The most recent repon on crime awareness and 
campus security is now available from the College of the 
Mainland Campus Police DepanmenL This pamphlet is 
packed with important information to help keep Siu· 
dents, faculty and staff safe. All the informatioo is pre
sented to maiotain the college's commilme.Dl to safety 
and security, and to comply with the Crime Awareness 
and Campus Socurity Act of 1990. 

Many of the services ouUined in the report are de· 
signed to give students and employees a sense of secwi
ty on and around the campus. The police department as
sists motorists in locating and unlocking vehicles. Also, 
the campus police officers are willing to provide escorts 

to anyone walking on campus, especially after dark. 
These services. and many othecs outlined in the relX)rt 
may be obtained by using lhe emergency/information 
call boxes located across the campus and diaJing ExL 
599 or 0. 

. 1 

Campus police provide vital safety information 
through services such as presentations on sexual assault 
awareness and prevention. Periodically, articles address
ing crime prevention and awareness are published in Jn
t<rCOM and other college publications. 

The pamphlet also covers parking violations in de
tail. Vehicles will be ticketed for parking in restricted ar
eas. moving against the normal flow of traffic. parking 
outside the lines and parking or driving on campus side
walks. The fines connected with these violatiom will be
gin at $4 for the fust 'violation. 

The 12 designated smoking areas also are outlined 
in the pamphlet. The depanment emphasizes that smok· 
ing is not allowed outside the designated areas and fines 
will eventually be levied. Violations could ultimately re.
suit in the violator being suspended from college. 

The campu.s police department may be reached at 
(409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 403 or ExL S99 
for emergencies. 

The pamphlets are in the police office in the Admin
istration Building or distributed across campus. 

Winners of the 3 on 3 Student/Employee Basketball Tournament held Dec. 6 include from left, first place team 
members Larry McCorkle, Ashton Jackson and Tige Cornelius; and second place team members Corey Weatherly, 
Paul Cooper and Trey Richardson. On Feb. 8, McCorkle, Jackson, and Cornelius also won first place in the 3 on 3 
Basketball Tournament. (Pltoto by Maryann Urick) 
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Love peaks on 
St. Valentine's Day 

Starry-eyed and lovesick.. students are stwn
bling around the grounds as if on legs made of 
cooked spaghetti. This usually normal situation 
called love has come to_ a peak. The culprit: SL 
Valentine's Day. 

Forced to buy large, heart-shaped boxes ftlled 
with candy and being commiued or not committed 
to a relationship has thrown everyone who is love
struck into a quandry. The answer to this dilemma: 
Nothing. Love has a way of disabling even the 
m~t able. While Susan is sitting in her biology 
class thinking about John, John is drooling over 
his English teacher, who in tum is wondering 
whether or not she remembered to tum I.he iron 
off. Cupid has run amok. Sweethearts or sweet 
tarts., that is the quest.ion. 

Confused emotions and lightheadedness seem 
to reign as we see the strong become wealc and the 
weak become weaker. This sweet and sour situa
tion has hopefully ended with the passing of V. 
day, and life will go on as usual. However, one 
thing is for certain: Love rules and always will. 

We do have some control over our financial 
situation. oor hair color, our jean sizes and grades, 
but the heart has and always will have a mind of 
its own. 

Letter to the Editor 

Student aggravated 
over registration 
Dear Editor. 

I am a College of the Mainland student and have 
been since the fall of 1991. To be honest, my experience 
with the new registration process instituted this semester 
was the worst I have ever had in terms of timeliness. I 
have never had to wail kmger than 20 minutes to regis
ter. This time I had to stand in a line with probably more 
than 500 people and was forced to wait for over an hour 
and one half (if! didn't want to pay the extra $10 for a 
late fee) just lO have my courses entered in the comput
er. This is ridiculous! 

I work 8 boors a day and do not have time to stand 
around and wait I suggest that COM go back to its orig
inal way of registering its students. 

If COM does not go back to the other way of regis
tration, then they should at least separate the students by 
last names and give them specific times of the day to 
register. 

This registration process has many ways it could be 
revised to better suit the students' needs. I mean isn't that 
what COM is here for? 

Kim Mitchell 

• 
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O.J. trial becomes media circus 
ByMIKEMILl!S 
Slaff Reporter 

Come one, come all to America's latest media cir
cus. Never has our society been bener at transmitting in
formation-so far and so fasL The assault is in high gear 
and America can't get enough. 

Circus great P.T. Barnum once said "There's a suck
er born every minute." The minutes have cenainly added 
up. Take just.one look at the Los Angeles County Court· 
house as proof. There, in a tense and crowded courtroom 

are all the elements for American media drama. 
OJ. Simpsoo, an American hero, stands accused of 

the brutal murder of his beautiful and glamorous former 
wife, Nicole Brown Simpson, and her friend Ronald 
Goldman. Both sides have their champions. Talented 
and charismatic attorneys jockey for position in an arena 
governed by the wisdom and experience of Judge Lance 
Ito. 

The media blitz created by this most recent trial of 
the century is unequale.d. More worldwide press organi
zations are covering the Simpson Uial than were in
volved in the Gulf War. Simpson is front page news dai
ly in every major city in the COWltry. 

ming to broadcast the opening days of the trial. The 
wand's Ollly all news network, CNN, is devoting hun
dreds, possibly thousands of hours to air the trial in its 
entirety. To date, the average American knows more 
about the Simpson trial Ira\\' he does about Watefllate. 

The potential influence of the American media was 
ftr.!l seen during the 1960 presidential campaign when a 
debate between John F. Kennedy and Richard Nixon 
was televised. While scholars argued the effects of tele-

. vision.on the ootcome of that election. a.large.majority 
watching that de bale fell that Kennedy won decisively, 
while those Ollly listening to the radio broadcast felt nei
ther of the candidates outweighed the other. 

More than 30 years later, the media not only manip
ulates America's opinions, but its very lifestyle. The fan
fare surrounding the Simpson trial seems oddly appro
priate as Americans often tend to surround their interests 
with celebrati~. l.al.ely it appears that reality is more in-· 
teresting than fiction. 

As the drama m1folds on television, the debates in 
the coffee shops, bank lobbies, schools and homes will 
continue. Most agree that the debate over Simpson's 
guilt or innocence will continue long after the trial is 
over. Until then, the T-shirts will be sold and the books 
will be written. America will continue to be entranced 
by the fate of ooe of ber media heroes and it will all be 
seen on television. 

Every network news program is le.ading nightly 
with the latest news of the trial. All three of the major 
~works blacked out eight days of daytime program-

PTK plans actjve spring semester· 
By SKIP GARWOOD 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Phi Theta Kappa, Sig
ma Della chapter held two spring semeste.r orientation 
meetings Jan . . 19 and 21 to acquaint students with the a
ganization. The meetings featured pizza and soft drinks, 
and a short video of the history of PTK as well as infor
mation about the organization. 

PTK President Ramona Barrera-Mason introduced 
the officers and the two advisers, Leslie Richardson, 
COM math professor, and Kathye Bergin, COM English 
professor. Richardson explaint:d the criteria needed to be 
eligible for membership in PTK and participation in the 
organiution's activities. 

To be eligible, a student must be currently enrolled 
at COM in at least three credit hours, have a grade point 
average of 3.6 and have accumulated 12 credit hours of 
college level courses at COM. 

PTK activities focus on the development of leader· 
ship. scholarship, fel~wship and community service, ac-

• 

cording to the PTK handbook_ 

PTK officers, in addition to the presiden~ include: 
Shelley Chadwick, vice president; Spencer Gould, secre
tary; Darlene Grace, treasurer; Selin Yincen~ historian; 
and David L Shoup, reporter. · 

PTK offers each member a long list of benefits, 
privileges and opportunities. During both the fall and 
spring semesters $50 scholarships are awarded kl the 
two most active PTK members. A $100 community ser
vice scholarship is awarded to any COM student or citi
i.en in the community for public service. 

Today PTK is a strong organization with 950 chap
ters and more than 45,000 students inducted annually. 
The average member's age .is 29, yet the ages of PTK 
members range from 18 to 80. 

The next PTK meeting is set for Feb. 18 and will 
run from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. because a leadership 
workshop will be part of the meeting. The workshop is 
open to all studerns. 

A regular one-hoor meeting is set for Feb. 23 at 
12:30p.m. 
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Editorials/News 

President Larry L. Stanley welcomes COM students to the semi-annual Welcome Back Kickoff sponsored by the 
Student Activities Board in the Student Center Jan 24. The COM Jazz Combo entertains while audience members 
paint. The Art Association provided painting materials. (Photo by Sarah Frye) 

SAB hosts Welcome Back Kickoff 
ByMARCEDOO 
.usistant F.ditor 

The College of the Mainland Jazz C001bo kicked 
off the scmi·annual Welcome Back Kickoff, sponsored 
by the Student Activities Board, during College Hour in 
the Student Center Jan. 24. 

The Comtx:, opened with a piece by Elmo Hope, 
"So Nice," and a piece by Dizzy Gillespie, "A Night in 
Twaisia." 

The purpose of the event was to acquaint students 
with SAB officers and to give other COM organizations 
the opponunity Lo give infonnation about meeting times 
and the events and activities they sponsor. 

~Inter COM 

During the Kickoff SAB members handed out fliers 
and COM Discount Cards, which are free, and allow stu
dents reduced prices at participating e·stab1ishments. 
This card is available at the front desk of the gym. 

1be SAB also provided free soft drinks for the at
tendees. 

COM President Larry L. Stanley introduced repre
sentatives from organizations such as Phi Theta Kappa, 
the Christian club, the Show Choir, the men's soccer 
team, the softball clu_b and lhe Art As.sociation. 

Club representatives told the students of criteria 
necessary to join an organization, such as the 3.6 grade 
JX)int average requirement to become a member of PTK. 

The Art Association had a painting party during the 
· Kickoff and invited audience members to the front of the 
stage to paint during the Jazz Combo perfonnance. 

At the conclusion of the Kickoff, the Art Associa
tion hung the 3 feet lall by 6 feet wide painting in the 
Student Center. 

Presidents Day: 
More than day off 

.Mike 
·. Miles 

So many people only sec Presidents Day as one 
more federal holiday. Most think of it as nothing more 
than George Washington's binhday (Feb. 22). Few 
would even know that Abraham Lincoln's birthday (Feb. 
20) is also honored. Technically, oo Presidents Day, 
Feb. 20, we observe the birthdays of two of our coun
try's greateSt men. 

Much was put into the making of the office of presi~ 
dent. In 1787 when George Washington presided over 
the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia, many 
would have been content with an American monarchy, 
with Washington as king. However, Our founding fathers 
had other plans, as did Washington. They agreed there 
should be one president, elected by the people, who 
could serve only four years at a time. The power of the 
office would not be absolute. lbere would be a compre
hensive system of checks and balances designed to keep 
the president from becoming a king. 

More than 200 years later, the office remains one 
step away from royalty. Every word the president utters 
is news to America. 1be White House has become our 
Buckingham Palace and the fir,t families have become 
our royals. Many of these families come to feel like part 
of our own. We have wept during their tragedies and re
joiced during their successes. Never has a society 
mourned as America did when President Kennedy was 
killed. Never has a nation cheered as when President 
Johnson gave the hand of his oldest daughter to a Ma
rine captain. Even presidential pelS have risen to nation
al attention. Socks, the first cat, receives mail regularly 
and is even featured in Outland, a daily syndicated car
toon. 

So on this day of celebrating the lives of men who 
have steered the course of our nation, we should pause 
in gratitude. Rather than e·njoying the holiday or com
plaining about the banks being closed, we can be proud 
of an office which has only been loosely copied abroad, 
and the unique men who have helped make that office 
what it is. While they have created controversy and even 
contempt, they have seldom failed to gain our respect. 

Mmaa;int; Editor 

Assistant Editor 

BAR.BA~ E. LEWIS 
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By JESSAMYN DENNEY 
Staff Reporter 

Although the College of the Mainla!Jd Student Art 
Association has been in existence for a number of years, 
last year it was rejllvenated with a new adviser, COM 
ceramics Professor Betty Palifka. 

"I volunleered because I enjoy the students." Palifka 
said. "It's nice to have a group that can share interests, 
help each other solve problems and give support. The 
students have an opportunity IO share ideas and get to 
know each other." 

The first act of the resurrected organization was te 
elect officers. and then to plan the club's first event held 
NoV. 18. The movie, like Water for Chocolate, was co
sponsored with the COM Amigos. 

"Wtl'king with the COM Amigos was a chance to 
present art as multicultural," said Susan Littleton, An 
Association president. 

'The organization sponson not only a free movie 
once a month, but also participales in various other ac
tivities. For the Christmas Wish Party held Dec. 15 for 

' 
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foster children, club members bought presents, made or
naments for each child, and provided a table and materi
als for the children to decorate paper sacks for goodies. 

At the Welcome Back Kickoff held Jan. 24, the Art 
Association set up painting materials and invited stu
dents to help make a painting now displayed in the Stu
dent Center. 

A sculpture workshop was presented by Houston 
stone sculptor Gretchen Weinstein on Jan. 26. It was the 
first in a series of art workshops • 

"It was great to have a workshop to introduce me to 
a medium I had never worked with," said an student 
Cheryl Yowig. "By the end I really wanted to try work
ing with sione. It was excellent." 

The Art Association is a student-run organization 
with membership open to all students. "Being a member 
in the club is an opportunity IO improve leadership skills 
and meet new people," Littleton said. 

The group meets twice a month on Tuesdays from 
12:30 to 1:20 p.m. in the Fine Arts Gallery. For more in

. formation call Palifka at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-
3991, Exts. 349/348. Call Liuleton at (713) 337-4732. 

,. 
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Don Wiseman, left, and Richard Kremer are captains 
of the Authur M. Anderson and the S.S. Edmund 
Fitzgerald respectively in Ten November. The play 
opened Feb. 26 iu COMArena Theatre. 

(Photo courtesy of thearer department) 

Freighter tragedy 
retold on stage 
Continued from Page 1--------
the Fitzgerald, and finally the freighter disappears com
pletely from the Anderson's radar screen. The Ander
son's captain then radios the Coast Guard to report visu
al, radar and radio contact with the Fitzgerald have been 
lost, and that the ship presumably has been swallowed 
by the deep et- Si,.-Fathom Shoo!, an underground reef. 

Searches are organized and conducted, but to no 
avail. Pieces of the wreckage swface, but the crewmen 
are never found. 

During the investigation it was found that. the own
era of the Fitzgerald had put the crew and the ship in 
peril by loading several hundred IOns more iron ore on it 
than it was built to carry. Moreover, the ship was old 
(built in 1958) and November is one of the worst months 
for sailing. ~ite these facts, the Fitzgerald's owners 
and the Cout Guard were exonerated. 

The male performers alternately portray both ships' 
crews telling the story of the sinking through flashbacks 
and the conjectured conversations and memories of the 
lost seamen. 

Music is provided on stage by a guitarist and-a bass 
player, the accompanists to the three female singers, 
who blend their angelic voices bringing to life the leg
end of the Three Sislers. The myth of the sisters is based 
on the belief that three successive giant waves break up 
and sink ships. The three sisters, who send the crew of 
the Fitzgerald to their watery grave, may also be seen as 
the widows of the lost seamen. 

Ten November has no stars, for all the actors share 
the limelight equally as they interact with one another, 
adroilly $Witching roles as the crew members of both 
ships, searchers, owners and investigators. They do a 
marvelous job and give a moving perfonnance. 

The play, excellently directed by Jack Westin, co
ordinalOr of the Arena Theatre Team, is heavy in emo
tion and is a tribute to the 29 Fitzgerald crewmen and 
their families. AU available information about the Fitz
gerald sinking, as well as the mythology surrounding the 
ttagt.<ly, is presented in an unbwed, objective way. 

I highly recommend seeing the play; however, be 
prepared to feel stress and the deep emotions the story 
evokes. 

For ticket information call (713) 280-3991 or (409) 
938-1211, ExL 345. CW"lain times are Thursday through 
Saturday, 8p.m. and Sunday, 2:30 p.m. 

TI1e Arena Theatre's next production is Neil Simon's 
Lost in Yonkers. Free preview night is Wednesday, Feb. 
29. Opening night is March 30. 
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Students ask for extended services 
Continued from Page 1 ---------

$16,000 daycare budget this semester. 
Of the 58 parents notified of the shortfall of daycare 

funds for the spring semester, 47 have elected to partici
pate in the new drop-in daycare program. The college 
pays half of the daycare cost. making the fmal price for 
parents $5 per day per child. 

As an alternative Dr. Bass suggested telecommWii· 
cation classes or home study programs. He cited Hous
ton COIIlmunity College's existing 36 home courses as 
an alternative. 

The forum also focused on the high prices. rude ser
vice and poor food quality of the COM cafeteria. 

"I cannot afford to eat here every day; it's too 
much," COM police officer Jeanette Swindell said. "I 
have to go somewhere else to eat." 

Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of College and Financial 
Services, responded by encouraging the Student Govern
ment to form a committee and price outside food servic
es and restaurants to present a comparison to the College 
Senate to possibly help redesign the policy. Dr. Pope 
added that President Larry L. Stanley will announc.e in 
February 1996 that COM will be accepting bids for food 
service when the present service's contract expires. 

Many students nodded in agreement as one st.udent 
cited rude service by some cafeteria personnel. They 
also agreed with the complaints of another student about 
the poor quality of the food. ln response Dr. Pope of
fered to schedule an apJX)inunent with students and Jeff 

Brown, the owner of the current food service at COM. 
Other student concerns included expanding library 

and computer lab hours, financial aid and counseling 
service hours, and professor availability to students, es
pecially on Fridays. 

One student stated that COM's hiring policy needs 
to reflect the cultural diversity of the student body, while 
another complained that his letter to the COM president 
concerning improper behavior on the part of two instruc
tors went unanswered. 

Student Government President David Pyawasay ex
plained how a student government functions and what 
its purpose is, emphasizing that for the first time in 12 
years ' COM has a student government, which is "the 
voice of the student body." He encouraged students .with 
concerns relating to COM to attend the Student Govern
me11t meetings. 

He stressed that students have the opportunity to be 
directly involved with college policy, reminding them 
that all meetings are open to everyone. 

The next Student Government meeting is Feb. 23. 
The meetings are held in the Student Center Sunroom 
every other Thursday 12:30 to 1:20 p.m. 

For more infonnation about COM Student Govern
ment contact James Shippy, director of Student Services 
at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 413. 

The next forum meeting will be held in April. 

The spring 1995 lnJtrCOM st.afT i~ludes from left: Brad Stevenson; Chuck Cruse; Nicole Torres; Carol Boone; 
Barbara E. Lewis, managing editor; Skip Garwood; Maree Doo, ~istant editor; Jessamyn Denney; Gina CastJO; 
MelB Franklin; and Mike Miles. Not pictured, Wayne Evans. (Photo by Astrid .H. Lowery) 

Dodd will receive award in Dallas . ' 
Continued from Page 1 ---------

words, "overwhelming." 
Dodd was born in the small town of Nacogdoches 

and soon after moved to Port Arthur. Her Port Arthur 
high school biology reacher was the first to inspire her to 
be.come a teacher. She also joined Future Teachers of 
America in high school. 

After high school graduatioo, Dodd returned to Na
·cogdoches to attend Stephen F. Austin State University 
where she received both her bachelor's and master's de
grees in biology. From Stephen F. Austin she went di
reclly to Texas A&M University at Ga1veston to begin 
work on her doctorate. At a later time she received her 
second master's degree in accounting from University of 
Houston-Clear Lake. Laughing, Dodd said she spent 12 
to 15 years in college. 

• 

When asked what bas interested her the most in her 
biology studies, she said exploring the nasal passages of 
seagulls for mites. 

The highlight of her life has been her travels in Eu
rope. She considers reading one of her favorite pastimes 
and during the swnmcrs she reads Stephen King and 
Anne Rice novels. Dodd also 'enjoys country and west
ern dancing. 

Fred Faour Sr., who took both semesters of biology 
with Dodd, said, "She was not easy, but if you want IO 
know biology you will know biology when you get out 
of her class." He added Dodd was one of the best teach
ers he has had during his years in college. 

Dee Anna Lopez, one of Dodd's students this se
mester said, "Dodd really makes learning fun." 

~ex, Consequences seminar focus on AIDS Awareness Week 
As pan of AIDS Awareness Week, Feb. 12 through 

Feb. 18, Jim Hilton, director of the Sexually Transmitted 
Disease Section in the Galveston County Health Depart
ment, will speak on Sex and Consequences at College of 

' 
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• 

. . 

the Mainland. This program, sponsored by the Student 
Activities Board, will be held Thursday, Feb. 16, at 
12:30 p.m. in the Learning Re.sources Center Auditori
um, L-131. 
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What's Happening 

COM student, view pictures of young African-American leaders on display in the COM Library for Black H~tory 
Month. From left: H.P. Kibbe Jr., Idris M. Shail,,Albert J. Bass, Juan Washington and Robert A. Johnson. African 
Americans: Age of a New Generation wiU be on display th11>ugh February. (Photo by Mike Miles) 

February honors African Americans 
By CHUCK CRUSF. Two years after Parks' refusal Congress passed _the 
Starr Reporter . Civil Rights Act in 1957. Five years laler the great ovil 

February is Black History Month. This celebration 
began in 1926 when Caner G. Woodson, a hist.Cli.an and 
teacher, initiated the observance to promote the truth and 
knowledge aboul the African American's place in histo
ry. According to Black HislOry Resource Book Woodson 
is known as the father of black history. 

Observances of Black History Month feature plays, 
special bus~ and recreational progranis, civic asrem
blies, church me.clings and the media coverge. 

TilC observance period was initially for one week, 
but since 1976 lhe celebralion has been for the enlire 
month. 

1bc month can be divided into four segments: the 
first week honors African herirage; the second week 
honors people who died in slavery. in riots and as a re
sull of lynchings; the third week honors distinguished in
dividuals; and the last week commemorates rites of pas
sage as young people pledge to accept cultural, family 
and religious values. 

The colors of the African flag are red, black and 
green. Red is for the blood of African people; black is 
for lhe face of African people; and green is for the hope 
and the land of African people. 

One of the individuals hooored during February is 
Rosa Parks. who is seen as the catalyst of the civil rights 
movement It was her refusal to give up her seat on a bus 
in Montgomery, Ala., on Dec. 2, 1955, that caused one 
of lhc biggest riots before the civil rights movement 
gained momentwn in the early 1960s. 

rights leader, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., led a march on 
Washington, D.C., and delivered his now-famous "I 
Have A Dream" speech in front of an estimaled 750,000 
African Americans. 

One of the greatest tragedies of that era was the as
sassination of Dr. King on April 4, 1968. Two other Af
rican Americans ~sinate.d in recent history are Mus
lim leader Malcom X. who was shot as he gave a speech 
on Feb. 21, 1965, and Medgar Evers, field secrerary for 
the NAACP, who was gunned down in June 1963. 

Since the lllrbulent 1960s, African Americans have 
excelled at an ever-increasing rate, in education, politics, 
the military and medicine. ' 

Elizabeth Koontz became the first African
American woman to head the Natiooal Education Asso
ciation in 1965; Barbara Jordan of Texas became the · 
first African-American woman to preside over a state 
legislature in 1972; Gen. Colin Powell was the first Afri
can American to be appointed chainnan of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff in 1989; and Dr. Joycelyn Elders was the 
first African American to be appointed surgeon-general 
in 1993. 

College of the Mainland observes Black History 
Month each year with a display in the COM Library. 
This year's theme, African Americans: Age or a New 
Generation. features African-American leaders, male 
and female, under the age of 30. Pictures of these young 

/ leaders are now on display in glass cases on the first 
floor of the library and will be showcased there through 
the end of February. 

Language skills tutoring in LRC computer lab 
Individual tutoring is available in the College of the 

Mainland Leaming Resources Center, Room L-248, for 
studems who need assistance in writing, reading, critical 
thinking, or study slcills. 

Students and tulOTS may work wilh a wide variely of 
computer-aided and text-based materials which are 
available in the recently updaled compuler lab. Students 
also may bring materials they wish to work on. 

Tutors are available at the following times: Mon-

• 

• 
• 

days 11 to 12:20 p.m.: I to 3 p.m.; and 5 to 7 p.m. Tues
days 8 to 10 a.m.; II to 12:20 p.m.; and 5 to 7 p.m. 
Wednesdays 8 a.m. to 12:20 p.m.; 1:30 to 3 p.m.; and 
3:30 to 7 p.m. Thursdays 8 a .m. to 12:20 p.m.; and 5 to 
7 p.m. No tutoring is available on Fridays. 

Students are invited to drop in at any time during 
the scheduled hours, or they may call lab manager Clint 
Hunter at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, ExL 218 
for additional information. 

r • 

• 

• 

People speak out 
By GINA CASTRO 
Starr Photographer 

Last fall College of the Mainland implemenled a 
new regisuation syslem fOr the spring semester. Ear
ly registratioo was Nov. 28 and 29; regular registta
tion was Jan. 4 wilh late registration Jan. 5. 

How successful was registration? lnterCOM 
wanted to know and asked students the questioo: 
What did you think about the '95 spring registration, 
early and regular? 

Acting Registrar Bill Peace anribuled many of 
the problems with registration to the fact that COM 
does not have the computer resources to help move 
things quickly. Peace lhinks that telephone registra· 
lion is one solution and will be a possibility in the fu
ture. "We tried too much at one time," he said. 

Joey Silva, regular: "It Mona Salazar. regular. 
was a bad operation with "I didn't mind it so 
everybody packed in one much. It was easier lhan 
building. It looks like · , last spring when )'QU had 
something Larry Smith to go all over campus." 
put together." 

Naomi Pena, regular: 
"Registration was con
fusing .. People didn't 
know which line to get 
in. Something that 
should've taken one hour 
took four hours. I would 
not register again if I 
have to go through that 
again." 

Sherry Drumm, early: 
"Registration was the 
worst. There were so 
many people you 
couldn't keep up. People 
~re rude to those work
ing registration." 

• 

Crystal Vega, early: 
"The·only problem I had 
was waiting in line to 
see an adviser. If stu
dents ahead of you had. a 
problem, they would 
send them off and the 
students would come 
back to cut in front 
again." 

Yolanda Fields, regu
lar. "It was all righL It 
needs IO be a little more 
organired. Students 
shouldn't need an advis
er's signature if they've 
been here befoo:." 

• 

• 
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The first student body forum or the spring semester was held Feb. 9. Participating from leh are Dr. Donald G. 
Bass, dean of Instruction and Student Development; Dr. William D. Spillar; Idris M. Sbaik, Student Activities 
Board t 1r1Jte:3aan1J · 1,SAR sp& 11; t8r.. H•FJ l>.Pope, donal-C II I dA:arcialStnrices 

(Pboto by Mike Miles) 

Daycare, food service 
addressed at forum 
By JESSAMYN DF.NNF.Y 
Starr Reporter 

The flfSl College of the Mainland student body for
wn of the spring semester focused oo the COM daycare 
funding problem left unresolved in December, the unsat
isfactory cafeteria service and the Student Government 
formed last semester. The meeting was held in the 
Leaming Resources Center Auditorium Feb. 9. 

Dr. Dooald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student 
Development, discussed how the COM daycare funding 
problCIDs have been resolved for the spring semester. 
Dr. Bass stated that he and Anthooy Hawkins, director 
of Career Planning and Placement, have devised an af
fordable daycare program for paren).S attending COM. 

Hawkins said, "About 12 childcare providers in the 
College or the Mainland tax diWict are takin; pan in a 
reduced rate drop-in daycare program." He explained 
lhat COM was able to petition the Texas Higher Educa
tion Coordinating Board for $4,000 additional funds. 
Also the Carl Perkins Funds were amended to creare a 

See Studenb Page 7 

Musical drama, Ten November, stirs emotions 
By BARBARA F., LF.WIS 
Managing Editor 

The 729-foot iron freighter, christened the S.S. Ed
mund Fitzgerald, mysteriously vanished into Lake Su
perior on Nov. 10, 1975. This disappearance is once 
again being investigated on stage at College of the 

Redesigned elevator 
creates easier a<:cess 

By MARCF. DOO 
Assistant Editor 

Before construction began on the College of the 
Mainland Student Center elevator during the CtuisUnas 
break, Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of College and Financial 
Services, said lhe college administration had three goals 
in mind. They wanted a more acceuible entrance to the 
elevator for handicapped people, they wanled to enhance 
the entrance to the elevator and they wanted to enhance 
lhe pavement leading lO the Student Cenrer. 

Dr. Pope stressed that the main goal of the recon
struction project is to make the elevator meet the Ameri
can Disabilities Act standards. Unfortunalely, because of 
the construction work the front entrance of the Student 
Cenw is totally inaccessible and the etevawr is com
plelely inoperative. 

Dr. Pope said however, he hopes that the coostruc
tion will be cooipleled by the end of Man:h. 

The dean said he apologizes for the inconvenience 
the construction is causing and urges anyone needing as
sistance in reaching the second floor to go to the Admin
istration Building and ask for help. So far, however, 
there have been no complaints. 

See Elevator Page 5 

• 

Mainland's Arena Theatre. The Southwest premier of 
Ten November, written by Steven Dietz, with music and 
lyrics by Eric Bain Pelloniemi opened Jan. 26 and will 
run through Sunday, Feb. 19. 

The somber mood of the musical drama is set from 
the beginning as the captain of the Fitzgerald sends his 
distress message at 3:30 p.m. on Nov. JO. 

One begins to feel the anxiety of lhe crew as the 
Fitzgerald is infonncd that the nearest ship, the Arthur 
M. Anderson, is 10 miles away. The Fitzgerald slows its 
engines in order for the other vessel IO reach iL Soon a 
snow squall obscures lhc Anderson's visual contact with 

See Freighter Page 7 

COM biology professor honored by T JCTA 
By MF.LISSA FRANKLIN 
Starr Reporter 

College of the Mainland biology Professor 
Emmeline · Dodd has the singular honor of being 
only the fiflh person to receive the Texas Junior 
College Teacher Association Distinguished Ser
vice Award. She will receive the award at the gen
eral sessioo of the 48th Annual Convention in Dal
las March 2. 

Dodd's award will honor an IDlbelievable 27 
years of service to education. 

Over the years Dodd has been extremely ac
tive in TJCT A, having held all the board posi
tions: president, vice presiden~ secretary and 
treasw-er. Out of all the organi7.ations Dodd has 
belonged to over the years, she believes this or
ganization has done more for Tdxas educators than 
any of the others. • 

Dodd has been willing IO woric hard for 
TJCTA and with the award her hard work and 
dedication is being recognized. When she learned 
of her upcoming award, Dodd said she felt "hon
ored and hwnble." Being selcclCd was, in her 

See Dodd Page 7 
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COM biology Professor Emmeline Dodd will be 
presented the prestii:ious Texas Junior College 
Teacher Association Service Award March 2 in 
Dallas. (Photo by Gina Casbo) 
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What's Happening 

People speak out question: "How dD yo•feel aboMl tM COM ,:4fetuio 
urvice.!ood and prices?" 

In defense of the cafeteria, Jeff Brown, owner of 
the current food semce III COM, told lnJerCOM: "We 
want to serve what the people wanL But there has to be 
a balance of quality wilh the~ of food. We try it. 
and if ii sells. we keep iL I will be happy to sit down 
wilh anyone. one-on-one, if Ibey have concems about 
the cafeleria." 

By GINA CASTRO 
Staff Pllotographer 

College of the Mainland cafeleria has been a 
subject of much discussion among SliMlenls, facul
ty and employees concerning food quality, service 
and prices. 

Based on this. lnJerCOM decided to ask the 
' 

President Larry L Stanley will announce in Fellnl· 
81}' 1996 lhlll COM will be accepting bids fir food ser
vice when the present service's conttac:t expires. 

Jennifer Green: "They 
make things just the way 
I like it. something like 
Burger King -- they do it 
my way. The food iasu:s 
good to me. Sane peo
ple say they're too ex
pensive, but the price is 
right for me. They're 
real prompt and give me 
my order on time. I don~ 
have to wail• 

Joseph Cooley: "The 
service is good. I like it 
Some of the pricing is a 
little bit high. Sometimes 
it's better than some or 
these fast food places. 
The quality of lhe food is 
good, also. 

Cbalina Ruben: "The 
pricing, I think, is too 
high. They could be more 
cordial to lhe students. 
This is supposed to be a 
community college. a 
family. That's what Presi
dent Stanley always 
stresses •• family bond
ing. I don't feel 1h11 when 
I go in the cafeleria. The 
food is OK." 

Monica Banuelos: "I 
lhink it is great. The em
ployees !here are nice and 
friendly. The food is good 
and the pricing is about 
average. I have no com
plaints." 

ABE offers more than basic skills 
Continued from Page I -----

ABE classes offer instruction in read
ing, writing and math from grades one 
through 12. Instruction also is given to 
prepare students to lake lhe GED and to 
ready them for college-level courses. The 
students' needs are met by allowing them 
to ]earn at their own speed and IO arrange 
study times according to their work and 
personal schedules. English classes 
(ESOL) also are offered for students who 
speak a foreign language. These include 
instruction in listening, speaking, reading 
and writing English. 

The ABE program is not solely based 
at COM. It goes to outside schools too. 

The ABE program, in conjuction 
wilh Hitchcock High School, sponsors lhe 
Students Talcing Alternative Routes to 
Success program. STARS is "a dropout 
recovery program that leads to a regular 
high school diploma or a GED," accord
ing to lhe STARS program pamphlet. 

The renovated program provides nine 
teachers and four part-time student aides 
during the lab hours Mondays through 
Thursdays 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Fridays 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. 

For more information about the ABE 
center contact Evans at (409) 938-1211 or 
(713) 280-3991, Ext 293 or Bowers at 
Ext 294. 

Adult Basic Education lead teacher Connie Bowers instructs Mai Doughtery and Maria 
Cisneros, students in one of her classes, in essay writing in the new ABE cemtr located 
OD tbe second noor or tbe Stmlent Center. ~Photo .. , .Gina Cati.lo) ' 

• 

I 

s 
I . 
Q 

• . 
C 
A 
S: 

j . 

E 

COM discount cards 
By CAROL BOONE 
Stair Reporter 

Remember lhe saying: • A penny saved is a penny 
earned"? Well, !here's oo better way to save money lhan 
with a College of lhe Mainland Discount Card, available 
Ill the gym. 

The card is free to students, faculty and staff. 
"There is no cost to lhe college," explained Maryann 
Urick, Swdent Activities Board spoosor. 

The card fealllreS a variety of discounts from area 
merchants and these savings last until Dec. 3 I. 

If you are hungry, you can go IO Wendy's, Church's 
Fried Chicken or any of lhe various other food establish
menrs listed on the card. Need a haircut? Regis and Su
percuts Hair Salons will offer you a great deal on one. 
Other miscellaneous services include Firestone Tires. 
Texas Gym and Ultta Clean Dry Cleaners. 

So if you want a great deal, go by lhe gym and get 
your COM Discount Card. The gym is open 7:30 a.m. to 
10 p.m., and the cards are available at the f~t desk. 

InterCOM corrects error 
In the College of lhe Mainland February issue 

of lhe lnterCOM, COM police officer Jeanette 
Swindell was incorrectly quoted in lhe article 
"Daycare, food service addressed at forum." She 
was quoted as saying that the food prices were too 
high. That comment was made, but attributed to 
the wrong person. lnlerCOM apologizes for any 
inconvience this may have caused. 

Opening Session at I p.m. 

Special presentations from 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. 

• IIICl.:AI__...., 181' 1:111111 
CH I • I 11/Gi I llfttl If 
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• MHllIQ l7II a n a III n ,., ftllE 

•Mlla'cEIIIIC SI SWIPM 

•c-0111n rn , .. 

• V1stt with racuni. stan, alumni, student 
organizations and UHCL students 

• Door prizes 

• S5DO Scholarship drawing at 3:30 p.m. 
(must be present to win) 

• Campus tours, refreshments, e,h1bits 

University of Houston Iii Clear Lake 
2700 Bay Ania Boulel'llrd 
For more information, call (713) 283-2520 

' 

1- 4 PM 

SUNDAY, 
APRIL 2 

See who's Dud< tor the na, on 11 H oppy Easter 11 
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1n1er 

Gue5ts Including COM Board or Trustees members, faculty and stair view the newly remodeled COM Bookstore at 
its open house Tuesday, March 28. . (Photo by Gina Castro) 

See Quack Quacker 
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COM Bookstore 
hosts open house 

By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland Bookstore, localed in 
lhe Student Center, held an open house Tuesday, March 
28, from 4 to 6 p.m. 

More than 100 guests including COM Board of 
Trustees members, the COM president, deans, faculty, 
staff and students attended. Other guests included area 
college bookstore managers as well as book and mer
chandise vendors. Refreshments were served and door 
prizes awarded. 

"The Bookstore Team is very appreciative of the 
support and enthusiasm we have received from the . 
Board of Trustees, the faculty, staff and students," said 
Lois Slawson, Bookstore Team leader. "A special thanks 
goes to Bob Kostelecky (physical plant director) who 
was instrumental in the renovation of the bookstore." 

President Larry L. Stanley said: "We're about 20 
Y,ears late getting this done. but it was worth the wail 
Whoever chose lhe decor really did a ftne job." 
,, An,cxie who""" not been lnsfcle 1116-.iore for a 

while is in for a pleasant surprise. The store, which now 
has glass doors, has been redone from lop to bottom, 

See Renovated Page 7 

ABE center relocates to accommodate students 
llyMARCEDOO 
Assistant F.ditor 

College of lhe Mainland offers an Adult Basic Edu
cation program that includes General Education Devel
opment, pre-GED, English as a Second Language and 
basic skills classes to anyone who signs up. Toe center 
used to be localed on lhe third Door of the Leaming Re
sources Center but recently was moved to much larger 
quaners on the second floor of the Student Center to bet-

Arena Theatre presents 
Simon's Lost in Yonkers 

By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

Picture a family-owned candy store in Yonkers, 
N.Y., during 1942. Then look beyond lhe closed door of 
the apartment above the store and into the lives the dys
functional Kumitz family. Thus you have the setting for 
Neil Simon's 1991 Pulitzer Prize-winning play Lost in 
Yonkers, currently on stage at College of the Mainland. 
This comedy drama. winner of four Tony Awards, 
opened March 30 and runs through April 30. 

For the next two hours look through the eyes of two 
young brothers, Ray (Adam Stallings) and Arty (Bran
don Dinklage), who are uprooted after. their mother's 
death and forced to spend the next 10 months living with 
their unaffectionate paternal grandmother. Eddie (An
drew Winterle), their father is a traveling salesman down 
South and begs Grandma to keep the boys. Then witness 
the lessons to be learned as three generations -come to 

See Prize-winning Page 7 
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ter serve its students. 
The expanded center consists of three rooms. Two 

are dedicared to instruction in a classroom setting. and 
the olher room is a lab with mere computers and tables 
available to help students study. 

Direcior of ABE Sandra Evans said her day-to-day 
goal for the program is to "give people in the community 
of all ages opportunities to move forward." Evans, who 
came to COM in 1983 as a reading instrucior, bas been 
ABE director I If]. years. She said she keeps busy see-

ing to needs and solving problems that come up for the 
center's teachers and sUidents. 

Connie Bowers is the lead teacher for the other 
eight part-time teachers in the ABE program. She is full 
time and although she has been in this position for only 
a year, she has been wilh lhe program for several years. 

Bowers, who also supervises four part-time student 
aides makes sure lhe "whole operation runs smoothly." 

See ABE Page 8 

Friends remember Reggie Schwander 
By CAROL BOONE 
Starr Reporter 

The flags Oew Ill half-staff Feb. 23 at College 
of the Mainland in memory of John Reginald 
(Reggie) Schwander,the assistant coordinator 
COM Arena Theatte and drama teacher. He died 
Feb. 22 of AIDS. 

Schwander, 53, was a dedicated and well
liked drama teacher in the Clear Creek Indepen
dent School District for IO years before coming to 
COM where he was assistant theater coordinator 
for 18 years. At COM he directed such produc
tions as Mame; Comedy of Errors; Kismet; The 
Skin of Our Teeth: Bye. Bye Birdie; Annie; The 
Music Mqn; Dial M for Murder,· and Peter Pan 
among many others. · 

For the last 30 years Schwander directed com~ 
munity and professional theater in this area includ
ing Qalveston's Lone Star production of Annie Gel 

• ' 

• 

• 

' 

Yow Gun. At lhe Clear Creek Country Theatre, 
his original creations of The Music Man, Carousel 
and Oklahoma will be well remembered by area 
theatergoers. 

Co-workers and colleagues at COM. spoke . 

fondly of Schwander. 
Joyce Palmer, Perform
ing and Visual Arts Pro
gram Assistant, said, "He 
was fantastic and won
derful ... a very intelli
gent person." 
As an adviser, he also 
had excellent rapport 
wtth his students. Dr. 
William T. Spillar (one 
of the pallbearers at the 
funeral) described 

See COM Page 7 
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News/Editorials 
Easter more than chicks and bunnies 

Easter is a time for brighLly decorated Easter bas
kets, stuffed bunnies and liuie yellow chicks. Children 
hunt for colored eggs Jeft by the F.aster Bunny in fields 
high with grass. Some towns have Easter parades to al
low folks to show off their frilly, new spring fashions. 

Easter bunnies and eggs have been around for a 
long time. Stories about rabbits and eggs go back to an
cient times. One legend tells of a woman in Germany 
who during a famine dyed some eggs and hid them in a 
nest for her children. As the children neared the nest 
they saw a rabbit hop away, thus believing the rabbit had 
brought the eggs. Perhaps this is when the Easter Bunny 
story was born. 

Easter is celebrated around the world every year and 
the Easter egg plays an imix>rtant part. In ancient times 
the egg signified the re Ulm of new life and the binh of 
spring. For centuries people have dyed eggs and have 
given them to friends, a custom perhaps derived from 
the symbolism of lhe egg. 

In ancient Egypt the rabbit was a symbol of birth 
and new life, and many considered the rabbit a symbol 
of the moon. This may be the reason why, according to 
the World Book Encyclopedia, a rabbit is symbolic of 
Easter because the moon determines the date of Easter. 

Easter is celebrated lhe first Sunday after a full 
moon between March 21 and April 25. According to 

the World Book, lhe Nicene Council of lhe early Calho
lic Church set lhe method of detern1ining Easter in A.D. 
325. 

Fat Tuesday, the day before Lent begins, is celebrat
ed in the United Slales as well as in many other coun
bies. Many know it as Mardi Gras, a time for costume 
balls, big parades, ponying and dancing in the streets. 
But what does Ibis really have to do wilh Easta'I 

Lent, which starts on Ash Wednesday, is a time for 
fasting and prayer in many churches. The Lenten period 
represents the 40 days that Jesus fasted and prayed in the 
wilderness before his crucifixion .on Good Friday. 

Jesus offered no resistance when he was led away to 
lhe judgment hall, nor any when he was flogged and 
crowned with thorns. As he carried his cross up the hill 
overlooking Jerusalem, Jesus must have remembered his 
triumphant entry into the city. Ho.w sad he must have 
felt to see the people who had once rejoiced in him, now 
condemn him. 

Oh, but the joy when lhree days later on that flCSI 
Easter Sunday, the three women went to the tomb and 
discovered the stone rolled away and Jesus risen from 
the dead. 

Easter expresses more joy and som,w than any oth
er Ouistian holiday because Jrsus paid the pric:e of 
dealh to obtain eternal life for his followers. Many 
churches hold Easter sunrise services, and more people 
attend church on Easter than on any other Sunday. 

There is oothing wrong with enjoying lhe myth of 
lhe Easter Bunny, lhe dyed eggs and the nice clothes, 
but as Christians, we must not lose the true meaning of 
Easter. For Christians the eggs and bunnies do not repre
sent new life: Jesus Christ does. He died on the cross 
and rose again, so lhat through him we, who are Chris
tians, might have eternal life. 

Student questions Washington's honor 
Dear Editor, 

The editorial written by Mike Miles about Presi
dents Day (in the February issue) was a slap in the face 
to Afro-Americans and other minorities. Although 
George Washington was a great leader in a sense, there 
was another side of him that the "my country tis of thee" 
version of history fails to mention. This version is taught 
in every high school in the country. F"irst, the Constitu-

~lnterCOM 
Managing Ediwr 

Assistant Editor 

BARBARA E. LEWIS 

MARCEDOO 

tion was developed and written by rich, white property 
owners to i:rotect their rights. This is the convention the 
so called "great" George Washington presided over. Sec
ond. George Wamington was a slave owner who owned 
hundreds of slaves. The rights of slave owners were pro
tected in the Constitution under Article N, Section 2. 
This can be found in the back of the history text that is 
used at the College of the Mainland. For Mitre Miles to 
say, " ... we should pause in gratitude," shows his lack 
of knowledge. I recommend next time, Mr. Miles should · 
research his article before printing it. 

Thank you, 
Larry Edwards 
COM Sludent 

COM Admissions Office employee Wanda 
Scarlett shows the mug she Meived alter donat
ing the pint of blood that brought her donations · 
to one gallon. Sbe participated in the spring blood 
drive Feb.14. · (Photc l>y Gina Casbo) 

Blood drive Feb.14, 15 
nets 102 pints of blood 
By MELISSA FRANKLIN 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland spring blood 
drive was hosted by the S1udent Activities Board 
and the Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center of 
Houstorfoo Feb. 14 and 15 in the Student Center. 

One hundred two pints of blood were donated 
during the tw<Hlay blood drive. On Feb. 14, 56 
pints of blood were collected with 20 people being 
deferred, and on Feb. 15, 46 pints of blood were 
collected with eight people being deferred, said 
Maryann Urick, SAB sponsor. 

The goal this semester was to top the 188 
pints donated in October 1993 which is the largest 
amount of blood COM has ever. collected. 

"Donating blood is a very good idea," said Ti
sha Houston, president of SAB. "Some people 
really need blood; they just don\ have lhe money. 
I expected the drive to have more donations." 

In order to donate blood a person must be at 
least 18 or if 17, have a parent or guardian's per
mission. The minimum weight to donate is 110 
pounds. Some of the reasons for not being able to 
donate include taking certain pn:scription medi
cines or having a tattoo for less than a year. 
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By JESSAMYN DENNEY 
StalT Reporter 

The College of lhe Mainland Phi Theta Kappa Sig
ma Delta Chapter sponsored lhe Duck for a Day fund
raiser Man:h 6 and 7. 

The winner, COM biology professor Joanna Kile, 
donned the duct suit Tuesday, Man:h 21. "It's the first 
time I have been a different species. 1 definitely felt 
close to the ducks." Kile taught classes in the duck suit 
and toured the campus passing out Easter candy. 

PTK members recruited 14 faculty/staff volunteers 
as duck candiilates. Approximately 18 members ran bal
loting tables around campus to allow people to vote for a 
duck candidate by donating any amount of money. The 
individual in whose name the most money was coftect
ed became the Duck for a Day. 

"Most of the donations took place in the Math-

r 

• 
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Science Building," said PTK member David Shoup. "A 
war going on between some of the teachers. n 

PTK donations totaled $171. The money will be 
used for PTK's annual donation to Channel 8 and to buy 
a brick to help fund the international PTK administratioo 
building in Mismsfilppi. 

The building is already finished, but was. built by 
pledges from many PTK chapters, explained Leslie 
Richardson, PTK co-sponsor. The contribution will aclu
ally go toward the courtyard currently under coostruc
tion where a brick will be placed wilh Sigma Delta in
scribed on it 

Other candidates included: Dr. Donald G. Bass, Dr. 
Lee A. McGriggs, Dr. Mark E. Sander.I, Dr. Renate 
True, Dr. Lee Yorn, Cynthia Ashby, Kathye Bergin, 
Chuck Buddenhagen, Karla Hardacker, Diane Melan
con, Leslie Richardson, Ouida Sanmann and Roger 
Stallings. 

• 
• 

• 
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History fair booths 
displayed at COM 
By SKIP GARWOOD 
StalT Reporter 

The 15lh Annual Regional History Fair of Galves
ton and Brazoria counties was held Feb. 27 through 
March 2 at College of the Mainland in the Leaming Re
sources Center. The theme this year was "Conflict and 
Compromise in History." 

The goal of hisrory fairs regional, state and national 
is to encourage students to further their interest in histo
ry and to strengthen skills, explained Alex Piatt, COM 
history professor and History Fair co-coordinator. 

Entries were from middle and high schools in 
Galveston and Brazoria counties. Categories were his
torical papers, projects, pcrfonnances (plays) and media 
(videos and films). 

The history fair is held one year at COM and the 
following year at the Rosenberg Library in Galveston. 
This year. however, was the second consecutive year the 
fair was held a COM, since the Rosenberg Library did 
not have a coordinator for the history fair this year. 

"This year's participation has been the best we have 
ever had before, n Pratt said, "The studenis were better 
prepared; they seemed to know their topic area and it 
made it quite difficult for the judges to come up with a 
decision in some categories." 

Richard Bear a student at COM explained, "If yoo 
failed to view the exhibits this year; you missed a great 
learning experience." 

COM stage 
"' ' ... . . . . i· .... ,.,,, 
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COM studentsAmy Bruce, left and Dory Williams view the exhibit of Galveston's 1900 storm submitled by Chrissie 
Faulkner,Angeltou Middle School-East. Faulkner's exhibit won second place in the seventh grade individual entJ 
in the Regional History Fair held at COM Feb. 28 through March 2. The exhibits lined the haUs or the third floor 
Lea111ing Resoun:es Center. (Photo by Jessamyn Denney) 

Renovated bookstore offers more services 
Continued rrom Page 1 --------
with every bit of the space effectively used. The shelves 
are larger and deeper to hold more books, and drawers 
have been added in the art supply comer for paints, 
brushes, etc. The bright overhead lights, as well as the 
lighted floor display cases, add a touch of elegance. The 

seasons. One ~i th~ •registers will be used for credit card 
customers. "Mo,e customers.will be accommodated in a 
shorter amount of time," Slawson said. 

Gift items, ranging in price from $2.50 to $25 have 
been added. These include everything from Walt Disney 
character key rings to stuffed animals. 

·-t --tt-~ """"'"""' floor is_ now covered wilh a blu,lgray =et 
which accents the mauve and gray decor. 

_ ___,Thw,,__store...now gives the inipressioll- of being larger. 
even though eight feet of the original floorspace was 
converted into a shipping and receiving room. Now cus
tomers won't have to step over the box~ that once cx;cu
pied the floor. 

• 

"I think it's a wonderful addition to this campus and 
long overdue," said Board member Jimmy Jones. 

Board member Bennie Matthews added, "It's a 
pleasure to brouse in such pleasant surroundings." 

The counter space also has been redesigned to allow 
two additional registers, to be placed there during busy 

Prize-winning comedy 
runs through April 30 
Continued l'rom Page 1---------

grips with reality, thus motivating much soul searching. 
Linda Kissner (Aunt Bella) gives a heart-warming 

perfonnance as a woman who at times has the mind of a 
child but knows more about life than her family sus
pects. Then !here's Uncle Louie (Roger Stallings), lhe 
gangster, who probably understands his family, especial
ly his mother, better than anyone. He tries to be noncha
lant, but his nervousness shows through. Aunt Gert (Car
olyn Spencer Ortiz) has an annoying nervous tic which 
only surfaces while she's around her mother. 

Dinldage and Adam Stallings give outstanding per
fonnances as the brothers who learn to accept a family 
they hardly know. Grandma Kumitz (Janice Quinby), is 
a cold-hearted person and proud of it because she lhinks 
that is sttenglh. Quinby, who portrays Grandma wilh a 
heavy accent, is so convincing she is almost despicable. 

This hilarious comedy kept me. laughing from be
ginning to end. Even though the play is light-hearted, 
there are undenones,of a severe lack of communication 
which often plagues families. If you want two enjoyable 
hours of great, light-hearted enlertainment, I highly rec
ommend this play. 

For reservations or ticket informat,ion, call (409) 
938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext 345. Shows are 
Thursday through Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sunday mati
nee at 2:30 p.m. No performances on Easter weekend. 

InterCOM reporter Nicole Torreu,rovided some of 
the information. 

• 

"Our ultimate goal is to satisfy our customers," 
Slawson said. The bookstore is tr)'ing to supply every
one's needs by adding more nierchalldise. 

Viewer interacts with video 
By CAROL BOONE 
Staff Reporter 

"We create meaning out of objects arid life 
when we do something with them," declared Bog
dan Perzynski, associate art professor at lhe Uni
versity of Texas at Austin, at the opening of his 
Beware of Blindman Pictures exhibit .at College of 
the Mainland. The interactive video an exhibit 
opened March 23 and runs lhrough April 14 in 
Fine Arts Gallery. 

Perzynski uses various video images of na
ture, objects and people, with which audience par
ticipants can creale different illusions on the video 
screen. Participants Can record their interactions 
on their own video tape or one bought from the 
gallery for$3.15. 

COM Fine Art Gallery hoors are Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays 8:30 to 5:30 p.m.; and Thursdays 
8:30 to 2 p.m. For infonnation or appointments 
call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 354. 

Mini-session registration 
Once again College of the Mainland is offering a 

special three-week mini-session. The three courses of
fered, BIOL 1322.71, CHJD 2320.71 and ENGL 
1302.71, begin May 8 and end May 26. Registration is 
in the Admissions Office April 25 and 25, in the Admin
sitratioo Building, 9 a.m. to noon and 3:30 to 6:30 p.m. ··-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-• ... 
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Sports/Campus Life 
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GCIC Sports Day winners 

The COM volleyball team won third place in the Gulr Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports ,Day held 
March 2. The event was hosted by Kingwood College and North Harris Community College. Front row, from 
left, Ewa Piszczek, Tonya Newell, Queenie Nguyen and Roxie Sittig. Back row, from left, Drew Koener, 
Thang Nguyen, Brian Alexander and Chris Hoot. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

The COM softball team won third place in the Gulf Coast Intn:ollegiate Conference Sports Day held Man:h 
2. Front row, l'rom left, Brad Hayes, Sergio Renovato-\asquez, Vince Garcia, Larry Edwards and Santiago 
Marroquin. Back row, from left, James Heard, Becky Manuel, Monica Banuelos, Patricia Bouquet, Lisa 
Padilla, Johnny Galvin and Lori SweaU. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Outstanding teacher voting ends April 10 
Vote for your favorite instructor. The annual 

College of the Mainland Outstanding Insb'Uctor of 
the year election is being held through April IO 
ending at 2 p.m. 

Ballot boxes are localed in the following are
as: Leaming Resowtes Center (dwd floor and the 
• ,. ,•.f • ,... • ' ,' . . ' .. ... ~ 

• 

library), SIUdent Center, the Gym and in the fol
lowing buildings: Technical/Vocational, Fine Arts, 
Malh/Science (atrium area), Cosmetology (in the 
AppornatlOX Square across the street from the 
main campus on Amburn Road), Industrial Educa
tion and Administration. 

Mr. Quacker shares 
his thoughts on COM 

By SKIP GARWOOD 
Staff Reporter 

Haven't you ever 
wondered what's going on 
in the minds of the ducks 
which seem to be almost 
everywhere on the College 
of the Mainland campus? 
With the help or Dr. Bill 
Featherhead, renowned 
bird watcher and ttanslator 
for the National Birdwatch 

Skip Garwood,I111erl::OM Society, ·we interviewed 
reporter, interviews Mr. one of our fine feathered 
Quack Quacker. friends. 

We asked Mr. Quack Quacker for a few moments of 
his time to tell us about his life here, what he thinks of 
COM and its students, and whatever else he wanlCd to 
share with u.,. Below is Dr. Fealherhead's ttanslation of 
the interview with Quacker. 

Quacker's the name and it's about time I got inter
viewed. Will my picture be in the paper? Probably, you 
say? Well. OK. Now make it fast because I'm on my 
way to the Tech Building and that's a half day's trip 
there and back. 

I've lived here all my life. I was born behind the 
bushes over next IO the Student Center. Life is great 
here, but who is the nut who designed this place? Put
ting the lake next to the freeway was a real work of gen
ius. Cars and trucks going by all hours of the day and 
night; you tty and sleep with all that noise. Many ducks 
think the road's just another walkway to cross when try
ing 10 feed on the grass hill on the other side of the feed
er road. 

Webfoot. a friend of mine, tried to cross. Next thing 
I knew, I saw him on the front grill of a pickup going 
down the freeway at 60 mph. both his wings and legs 
spead out wide, his eyes big as plares, with the strangest 
look on his face. I never saw him again; I have no idea 
where he ended up. Then there are those sllldents who 
just love to feed us french fries with hot sauce or some
thing from the cafeteria which is a mystery to all. includ
ing the swdent who gave it 10 us. 

Another thing that bothers me is the seagulls. Who 
invited them anyway? See those feathers everywhere. 
and those white spots all over the parking lot, and on the 
lights, on the buildings and even in the lake. Guess who 
gets blamed for all that? Us. 

Then there are those lazy Yankee ducks.You know 
the mallards. They flew down here for a winter's vaca
tion some years back and now they are too lazy to fly 
back north. The place is really gelling crowded around 
here. 

We love those 'people who come in lhe evening to 
feed us bread, but please tell them to keep their dogs oo 
a leash. It's hard to eat and to run from a big dog at the 
same time. Also ask all visitors to watch their children. 
Do you know what it's like to look over and see your 
young duckling hanging by the neck with his tongue lol
ling out as the child says, "See the pretty baby duck, 
Mommy." 

I also heard a rumor that the student body is think
ing aboot making me the official mascoL I'll go along 
with that, but only if they put up a statue of me with a 
mask over my eyes, a long cape blowing behind me with 
my name Quacker wriuen across my chest. You know. 
just like all the rest of the super heroes. That's not ask
ing too much, is it? 

There's much more rd like to tell you, but rve got a 
long way to go. So goodbye fir now. 

' 

April Fools' Day: 
The joke's on you 

Wayne 
Evans 

April Fools' Day is just arowtd the corner and fun 
seekers are about to put their weird acts into motion. 
Bearing this in mind be prepared 10 experience a barage 
of childish, funny and sometimes painful pnu>ks. Being 
the brunt of someooe's joke has never been my idea of 
fun, but at least we only have 10 tolerale this day once a 
year. However, some of the more fun-loving people I 
know would engage in this behavior all year long if they 

could. So, keep your guard up, watch yoor back and tty 
10 keep an open mind. H you are the gag player, tty to 
keep it friendly. 

I was caugbl up in last year's mayhem when I re-· 
ceived a phone call from my brother. He claimed 10 have 
won $500 in the lottery and insisted that I meet him at 
Gaido's Seafood Restaurant in Galveston for lunch, his 
treat. When I arrived, we ordered the works and ran up a 
very high lab. He then excused himself, telling me that 
be would be back shortly. He made a fast break for his 
car, leaving me with a $72 bill to pay and a note thank
ing me for lunch and wishing me a happy April Fools' 
Day. 

So remember, watch out for rubber spiders, whoop
ee cushions, staged incidents and a multitude of other 
foolish pranks. Bear in mind that more often than not, 
the person pulling the prank turns oot to be the real fool, 
WJless of course you are meeting him at Gaido's for 
lunch. 

Egg hunt set for April 13 
The Student Activities Board will host an Easter 

Egg Hunt April 13 from 12:30 10 1:30 p.m. Easter eggs 
will be hidden on the hill between the Fine Arts and the 
Administration Buildings. Sbldents, faculty. staff and 
their children are welcome. 

Bini.., professor Joanna Kile, the Duck for a Day, 
bands out Eastereandy Marcb 21. PTKbeld the fund
raiser Man:b 6 aad 7. Donations Wffl! accepted in the 
name of 14 illStructon/stalF. The event raised $171. 

(Photo by Jim H~i,) 
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Smokers outraged at loss of rights 

MeJi'iS& 
Franldin 

By limiting smoking to ooly 12 designated smoking 
areas. COM is following the example of other institu-

. tions which have restricted smoking. One or two smok
ing areas are localed outside every building on campus, 
and smolciQg elsewhere is banned. In fact, smoking in no 
smoking areas is subject to disciplinary sanctions which 
include- fines of $4 or suspension from college. 

According to the Crime Awareness and Campus Se
curity Report compiled by the Campus Police Depart
ment in November 1994: "Sllldents and employees may 
face prosecution and sanctions under Federal and Texas 
laws which may make such acts felony and misdemean
or crimes." Fines for the violations are to be paid .in the 
Administration Building. 

According to the Almanac of American History, 
"An:heological relics of the Mound Builders indicate 
that pipe smoking was an ancient custom for both ritual 
and pleasurable ends in the New World" 

For smokers today. the act of smoking is still a ritu
al and pleasurable experience. Students who smoke feel 
angry, deprived and cast out as a result of the smoking 
policy at COM. 

COM student John Gordon. a smoker for 60 years, 
says: "COM needs to get ITlore covered areas and pro
vide more ashuays for smokers. I believe that smokers 
are just being picked on (here at COM)." 

More designated smoking areas should be permitted 
at COM and they should be improved. Most of the 

smoking areas now available are not covered from the 
rain or inclement weather. Ask any smoker, smoking a 
cigarette in the rain is difficult. 

The extent to which nonsmokers push the smoking 
issue is outrageous. Smokers at COM are forced outside 
blending their smoke with the dirty air of Texas City. 

Even though smokers know the health risks they 
take, they will continue smoking. If cigarettes were 
made illegal, people would still smoke. Cigarettes will 
not disappear. Smokers will always be around. 

There is only one Mother Earth for all 10 live 10-
gether on. People who want smoking stopped should re
member that cigarettes are not the only things polluting 
this earth. Smoking cigarettes should be the least of soci
ety's worries. lbere are more imponant issues to direct 
our attention, for instance: children killing children. 

OAAC offers students cultural experience 
By MELISSA FRANKLIN -
Staff Reporter 

Toe Organization of African-American Cul
ture, which is open to all College of the Mainland 
smdcnts, faculty and staff, meets the first and third 
Thursday of each month during College Hour in 
the Sun Room of the Student Center. 

The organization was founded in 1978, ac
cording to Anthony Hawkins, the group's adviser 
since December 1991. He also is the director of 
Career Planning and PlacemenL The organization 
originally was founded by COM counselor Leroy 
August as the Black: Student Union. The name was 
changed in 1988 when Al Bass, physical education 
professor, took over as adviser. 

The organization sponsors a variety of events 
and activities throughout ' lhe year. In April, 
OAAC members will join 10gether with the SIii
dent Activities Board and the Career Planning and 
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· Placement Office to conduct a community career 
day in the COM gym. 

In May the OAAC will have an awards ban
quet. The organization will present four awards, 
one to a faculty member, one to a staff member, 
one to a student and one to a community activist 
The award will go to each for having served best 
as a role model in his or her capacity. 

During the ftrst month of Summer Session I 
the group will join with community organizations 
in La Marque and West Texas City to work on re
ducing gang violence. The OAAC will team up 
with the Precinct 3 Constables and the Big Brother 
and Big Sisters program in Texas City. "The or
ganization's goal in dealing with gang members is 
to promote higher education and to encourage 
young men and women to return to school in some 
capacity," Hawkins said. 

For information contact Hawkins at (409) 
938-1211 or (713) 280 3991, ExL 399. 
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Features 
Stallings, son share 
spotlight in Yonkers 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

"The stage is my world," said Roger Stallings, Col
lege of the Mainland speech professor. "That's where rm 
the most comfortable, in a classroom teaching my class· 
es and on the stage." Stallings has been at COM since 
1978 teaching theater and speech. In the last few years, 
however, he has taught only speech. 

Stallings also is a familiar actor on lhe COM stage. 
He has been in numeroqs plays, the most recent Ten No· 
vember last fall and PelU Pan lut summer. 
· Currently he is cast in Neil Simon's Lost in Yonkers 
opposite his older son Adam Stallings. This is lhe first 
time the two are interacting in a play though 16-year-old 
Adam has been a cast member in other plays his falher 
has acted in. 

Roger Stallings, left, andAdam StaDings star in Lost in Yonun now on stage at COM. The real-liFe Father and son 
play opposite each other as uncle and nepht\1< The comedy will run through April 30 Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
8 p.m~ Sunday matinee 2:30 p.m. For reservation inFormation call (409) 938-12ll or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 345. 

Lost in Yonkers is about a dysfunctional family and 
the loneliness felt by Jay and Arty, two young brothers, 
who are forced to live with !heir unaffectionate paternal 
grandmother. Their lives are uprooted after their moth
er's death. Their father, heavily in deb, has gone down 
South to find work and to pay back a loan sharlc. Stall
ings plays Uncle Louie, a gangster, and Adam is Jay, lhe 
older of his tWo nephews. 

" See Family Page S 

Thibodeaux, Jenkins integral part of Innovations 
ily NICOLE TORRES 
Stair Reporter 

For some College of the Mainland sludents the In
novations lab may be a tool !hey use weekly, but for olh
er students what the lab has lo offer may be yet another 
mystery they haven't researched. 

Phyllis Thibodeaux and Rose Jenkins, members of 
lhe Innovations Team, who oversee the running of the 
lab, want studenlS know what the lab offers and wel
comes those who will benefit from the lab's technology. 

Both Thibodeaux and Jenkins received their fonnal 
education in computers at COM. Thibodeaux received 
her associate's degree in data processing from COM in 
May 1983 and in June 1994 became a Novell certified 
network administrator. Jenkins will graduare this May 
with an associate's degree in information systems. She 
rec.eived much of her training in tt:ie work force as a 
computeroperatorfrom 1976 through 1989. 

Thibodeaux has been an employee at COM since 
1984. She was with the Division of Business before 
coming to the Innovations lab in 1992. Jenkins has been 
a full time at COM since she came to the lab in 1991. 

The Innovations is a state of the art. self.uatoring lab 
packed wilh lhree IBM PC's, 17 486 PC's and 17 Apple 
Macintosh computers, laser disc, CD ROM and a color 
scanner. The lab offers many computer programs which 
include word processing, spread sheets and graphics. In 
addition the lab offers programs that suppon a variety of 
course work from astronomy to English to mu-sing IO SO· 
ciology. 

One of Thibodeaux and Jenkins' main goals is to 
help students to be comfortable with computers. "We tty 
to keep lhe frustration level down." Thibodeaux said. 

Anolhec goal of the lab is to allow sludents to re
fresh lhe computer skills lhey need for the work force. 
'"We have typing tutorial packages for students who 
want to brush up on their typing skills," Jenkins said 
She also noted that lhe lab offers a chance lo brush up 
on programs such as WordPedectand LolUs 1-2-3. 

Both Thibodeaux and Jenkins stress that because of 
the variety of software in the lab the majority a the soft. 

• 
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ware is geared toward self-hei/, wilh lutorials. "We have 
so much diversified software we can't 'help' every slu
den~ but we can gel him started," Thibodeaux said. "If 
we have the knowledge to help someone. we do." 

Innovations also provides a communi~y service for • 
the Veterans Depanment of the Texas Employment 
Commission, supplying veterans with resumes. Thit,o.. 
deaux and Jenkins feel lhey are providing a beneficial 
service to the community by giving help IO veterans, 
many of whom may be inexperienced in putting together 
a resume. The lab also helps students with resumes. 

Thibodeaux and Jenkins bolh feel that some slu-

dents may have some misconceptions about what is of. 
fered in lhe lab. "The Innovations lab is not just dedicat
ed to computer science," Jenkins said. 

Up until December 1993 Innovations was known as 
the MCL. Jenkins said the technology has been updated 
and is of more benefit now than ever. 

Innovations is in Room T-320 of the Technical Vo-
cational Building. Hours are Mondays throug-h Thurs
days 7:30 a.m. lo 9:30 p.m., Fridays 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Saturdays 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Students must present a cur
rent COM 1.D. oc valid driver's license. 

Phyllis Thibodeaux, lefl, and Rose Jenkins operate the fully equipped, state-of.the-art Innovations computer lab. 
They are available to help students with any problems or questions. Operating hours are Mondays through Thurs
days 7:30a.m. to 9:30 pJD., Fridays 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.and Saturdays 8 a.m, to 4 p.m. (Photo by Gina Castro) 
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Family ties strengthened on stage 
Continued froin Page 4 .---------

Both Stallings aild Adam agree it is fun being able 
to work together in the various scenes. 

Stallings swnmed up his off.stage relationship with 
Adam saying: "We're best friends. We know who's the 
daddy and who's the. kid. There are rules to follow and 
chores to be dorie. But when it comes right down to it, 
we really like each olher. I had not planned to do !his 
play after'just finishing Ten November, but the chance 
to interplay on stage with Adam for the first time after 
all these years changed my mind." 

Adam is an honor student al Pearland High School 
where he plays the clarinet in the school band. Just re· 
cently the band placed fifth in lhe Texas State Marching 
Contest Adam also is a member of both the National 
Honor Society and the National Spanish Honor Society. 
Though he claims acting is his favorite hobby, Adam 
does not plan IO make it his career. 

"I want to be an engineer," he said. "I'm not sure 
what kind, but something to do with math because it's 
my favorite subject" He plans to attend a major univer· 
sity close to hcxne •• perhaps Texas A&M. 

Although Stallings did not pursue an acting career, 
he nevertheless is a frequent actor on the st.age. "I get 
just as much satisfaction perfonning here on the COM 
st.age," Stallings ex.plained. "Besides I don't like living 
out of a suitcase. l like having a family and being able to 
spend time with them. l guess you could say, I have the 
best of both worlds." 

Stallings was ·bitten by lhe acting bug at age 7. His 
first performance was at his elemeritary school where he 
was cast as ooe of the Siamese children in The King and 
/. He became serious about acting when his elementary 
school music teacher encouraged his singing. She was 
instrumenlal in getting him an audition at the Dallas Mu· 
sic Hall for the play Amah/ and 1he Night Visitors. 

Stallings was J.n the chorus ~d the underswdy for 
Amahl. This he considered his first big roie because he 
played Amahl several times. 

If it can be said lhe acting bug also bit Adam, it did 
so when he was a baby, for he has been around the COM 
stage all his life. When Adam was ooly 2 months old, 
Stallings tended to him backstage while Adam's molher, 
Jan, was ori stage as Dolly in Hello Dolly. 

"Adam has been like a mascot around the COM 

stage ever since," Stalling said. "Everyone just naturally 
looked after him. Once, when Adam was around 5 he 
disappeared~ I was frantic as l ran up and down the halls 
of lhe Fine Arts Building calling for him," Stallings ex
plained. Finally, one of lhe technicians found Adam 
asleep under lhe COM stage undisturbed by lhe final act 
of The Best Li'l Whorehouse in Texas, in which every
one danced and stomped around in boots. 

This past summer Stallings played Captain Hook in 
Peter Pan opposite his younger son Jeffery who was 
then 5 and making his !heater debut. Jeffery was Mi
chae~. one of the three children Peter Pan rakes to Never 
Never Land. Srallings found this experience rewarding. 

Adam also was in the musical doublecast as a pirate 
and an lndian, but he and Stallings never interacled. 
Stallings' wife, Judi, was stage manager for the prod.UC· 
tion. She is a drama teacher at Pearland Junior High 
West where she just.finished directing No, No, Nanette. 

A year and a hair after Jan's death, Stallings.was in 
the play Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream
coat and Adam always came along. Adam, who was 
then 8, and Judi, stage manager for the production be-
came gocxl friends. At that time, Judi, who was stage 
manager for the production, allowed Adam to work the 
lights and even bought him a red T-shirt wilh Assistant 
to lhe Stage Manager inscriood on iL 

Stallings recalled he began to hear "about this per
son tailed Judi." Stallings considered Judi just a friend 
until opening night when as is tradition the technical 
stage staff dressed up and she showed up in "lhis gor
geous sequined magenta gown." The two have been an 
"act" ever since. 

Stallings has been in professional theater since 1963 
and feels at home on the COM stage. "l've rarely acted 
anywhere else since coming to COM in 1978. The peo· 
pie are all great and the shows are all beautifully de
signed and directed. 
'" · ,,1 'luive really"enjoyed working willi Jaclc Westin 
(coordinator of lhe Arena Theatre) and I will always 
treasW'C my memories of doing shows with Reggie 
Schwander. (Schwander, who was assistant coordinator 
of the Arena Theatre died, Feb. 22.)" 

Speaking of his current show Stallings said: "I have 
also really enjoyed working with Kate Pemia, lhe direc
tor of Yonkers. She's A-one all the way." 

COM students compete in UHCL art contest 

COM students had 19 out of 68 enbies accepted in the Seventh Annual University of Houston Area Junior 
College Student Exhibition held at the University of Houston-Clear Lake March S. The exhibition ends April 
21. Jennifer Regis won second place, Cheryl Young won a scholarship and Roberta King won second runner
up. Pictured are front row, from left, Chong Stendardo, Regis, Rosman Rose and Young. Back row, from left, 
Glenn Casaretto, King, Patty Todack, Mike Garza and Jennifer Dunn. Not pictured: Linda Caldwell, Ethel 
Kasbaum, Marianne Luther and Maria Perry • (Photo by Jim Higgins) 
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Psychology proFessor, Dr. Lee Yum, has taught 21 
years at COM. (Photo by Gina Castro) 

Yorn gives 21 years 
of teaching to COM 
By SKIP GARWOOD 
Slaff Reporter 

Psychology professor, Dr. Lee Yorn, has de
voted 21 years to teaching at College of the Main
land. She enjoys teaching and helping students in 
her field of expc;rtise. 

While teaching at COM. Dr. Y om also 
wor:l:ed ·roar to five years" pan time at University 
of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston in child ad
olescent psychology. 

Dr. Yom is not only a dedicated psychology 
teacher but also a psychologist dedicated lo help
ing those who need ber help..-Wllen JIKed which 

she enjoyed most, teaching or practicing ber pro
fes.sioo, Dr. Y om said, "Teaching is less stressful 
and therapy is quite stressful, so it balances well to 
do bolh." 

Dr. Y om is looking forward to doing some 
volunteer wort with children in a clinic setting. 
She also is planning to extend ber ttaining to work 
wilh lhe elderly. "I think !here is so much demand 
for !hem," Dr. Yorn said. "Some people may not 
want to work wilh the elderly; however, I'd like to 
get training in that area." 

Dr. Yorn stated that psychology is the most 
popular undergraduate major in the United Sla!CS, 
it lakes four to six years of schooling past a bache
lor's degree and two to lhree years of ttaining to 
become a licensed psychologist. 

Dr. Yom suggested that sludents who are in
terested in a career in human services should think 
seriously about lhe two-year social services pro
gram at COM. 

"This is a wonderful program." Dr. Y om stat· 
ed. Al lhe end of two years sludents are placed in 
the field so that they can w6rt. in the institution 
they are interested in and get first.hand experience 
working with people. Then while working, they 
can pursue their advanced degree in sociology or 
psychology 

Dr. Yorn was born in Seoul, Korea, and came 
lo the United States in 1968. She attended colleges 
in California. Indiana and Texas, and received her 
doctorate in psychology from the University of 
Houston in 1974. Dr. Yorn. whose first love was 
the piano, also studied classical music in college. 

Dr. Yorn enjoys working out al lheCOM gym 
because it "is wonderful therapy." She added: 
"Aerobic exercises are known to be one of the best 
methods, if not lhe best method, in decreasing de
pression. We have this wonderful facility that 
COM offers to anyone in the community." 
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Features 
Stallings, son share 
spotlight in Yonkers 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

"The stage is my world," said Roger Stallings, Col
lege of the Mainland speech professor. "That's where rm 
the most comfortable, in a classroom teaching my class· 
es and on the stage." Stallings has been at COM since 
1978 teaching theater and speech. In the last few years, 
however, he has taught only speech. 

Stallings also is a familiar actor on lhe COM stage. 
He has been in numeroqs plays, the most recent Ten No· 
vember last fall and PelU Pan lut summer. 
· Currently he is cast in Neil Simon's Lost in Yonkers 
opposite his older son Adam Stallings. This is lhe first 
time the two are interacting in a play though 16-year-old 
Adam has been a cast member in other plays his falher 
has acted in. 

Roger Stallings, left, andAdam StaDings star in Lost in Yonun now on stage at COM. The real-liFe Father and son 
play opposite each other as uncle and nepht\1< The comedy will run through April 30 Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
8 p.m~ Sunday matinee 2:30 p.m. For reservation inFormation call (409) 938-12ll or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 345. 

Lost in Yonkers is about a dysfunctional family and 
the loneliness felt by Jay and Arty, two young brothers, 
who are forced to live with !heir unaffectionate paternal 
grandmother. Their lives are uprooted after their moth
er's death. Their father, heavily in deb, has gone down 
South to find work and to pay back a loan sharlc. Stall
ings plays Uncle Louie, a gangster, and Adam is Jay, lhe 
older of his tWo nephews. 

" See Family Page S 

Thibodeaux, Jenkins integral part of Innovations 
ily NICOLE TORRES 
Stair Reporter 

For some College of the Mainland sludents the In
novations lab may be a tool !hey use weekly, but for olh
er students what the lab has lo offer may be yet another 
mystery they haven't researched. 

Phyllis Thibodeaux and Rose Jenkins, members of 
lhe Innovations Team, who oversee the running of the 
lab, want studenlS know what the lab offers and wel
comes those who will benefit from the lab's technology. 

Both Thibodeaux and Jenkins received their fonnal 
education in computers at COM. Thibodeaux received 
her associate's degree in data processing from COM in 
May 1983 and in June 1994 became a Novell certified 
network administrator. Jenkins will graduare this May 
with an associate's degree in information systems. She 
rec.eived much of her training in tt:ie work force as a 
computeroperatorfrom 1976 through 1989. 

Thibodeaux has been an employee at COM since 
1984. She was with the Division of Business before 
coming to the Innovations lab in 1992. Jenkins has been 
a full time at COM since she came to the lab in 1991. 

The Innovations is a state of the art. self.uatoring lab 
packed wilh lhree IBM PC's, 17 486 PC's and 17 Apple 
Macintosh computers, laser disc, CD ROM and a color 
scanner. The lab offers many computer programs which 
include word processing, spread sheets and graphics. In 
addition the lab offers programs that suppon a variety of 
course work from astronomy to English to mu-sing IO SO· 
ciology. 

One of Thibodeaux and Jenkins' main goals is to 
help students to be comfortable with computers. "We tty 
to keep lhe frustration level down." Thibodeaux said. 

Anolhec goal of the lab is to allow sludents to re
fresh lhe computer skills lhey need for the work force. 
'"We have typing tutorial packages for students who 
want to brush up on their typing skills," Jenkins said 
She also noted that lhe lab offers a chance lo brush up 
on programs such as WordPedectand LolUs 1-2-3. 

Both Thibodeaux and Jenkins stress that because of 
the variety of software in the lab the majority a the soft. 

• 
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ware is geared toward self-hei/, wilh lutorials. "We have 
so much diversified software we can't 'help' every slu
den~ but we can gel him started," Thibodeaux said. "If 
we have the knowledge to help someone. we do." 

Innovations also provides a communi~y service for • 
the Veterans Depanment of the Texas Employment 
Commission, supplying veterans with resumes. Thit,o.. 
deaux and Jenkins feel lhey are providing a beneficial 
service to the community by giving help IO veterans, 
many of whom may be inexperienced in putting together 
a resume. The lab also helps students with resumes. 

Thibodeaux and Jenkins bolh feel that some slu-

dents may have some misconceptions about what is of. 
fered in lhe lab. "The Innovations lab is not just dedicat
ed to computer science," Jenkins said. 

Up until December 1993 Innovations was known as 
the MCL. Jenkins said the technology has been updated 
and is of more benefit now than ever. 

Innovations is in Room T-320 of the Technical Vo-
cational Building. Hours are Mondays throug-h Thurs
days 7:30 a.m. lo 9:30 p.m., Fridays 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Saturdays 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Students must present a cur
rent COM 1.D. oc valid driver's license. 

Phyllis Thibodeaux, lefl, and Rose Jenkins operate the fully equipped, state-of.the-art Innovations computer lab. 
They are available to help students with any problems or questions. Operating hours are Mondays through Thurs
days 7:30a.m. to 9:30 pJD., Fridays 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.and Saturdays 8 a.m, to 4 p.m. (Photo by Gina Castro) 
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Family ties strengthened on stage 
Continued froin Page 4 .---------

Both Stallings aild Adam agree it is fun being able 
to work together in the various scenes. 

Stallings swnmed up his off.stage relationship with 
Adam saying: "We're best friends. We know who's the 
daddy and who's the. kid. There are rules to follow and 
chores to be dorie. But when it comes right down to it, 
we really like each olher. I had not planned to do !his 
play after'just finishing Ten November, but the chance 
to interplay on stage with Adam for the first time after 
all these years changed my mind." 

Adam is an honor student al Pearland High School 
where he plays the clarinet in the school band. Just re· 
cently the band placed fifth in lhe Texas State Marching 
Contest Adam also is a member of both the National 
Honor Society and the National Spanish Honor Society. 
Though he claims acting is his favorite hobby, Adam 
does not plan IO make it his career. 

"I want to be an engineer," he said. "I'm not sure 
what kind, but something to do with math because it's 
my favorite subject" He plans to attend a major univer· 
sity close to hcxne •• perhaps Texas A&M. 

Although Stallings did not pursue an acting career, 
he nevertheless is a frequent actor on the st.age. "I get 
just as much satisfaction perfonning here on the COM 
st.age," Stallings ex.plained. "Besides I don't like living 
out of a suitcase. l like having a family and being able to 
spend time with them. l guess you could say, I have the 
best of both worlds." 

Stallings was ·bitten by lhe acting bug at age 7. His 
first performance was at his elemeritary school where he 
was cast as ooe of the Siamese children in The King and 
/. He became serious about acting when his elementary 
school music teacher encouraged his singing. She was 
instrumenlal in getting him an audition at the Dallas Mu· 
sic Hall for the play Amah/ and 1he Night Visitors. 

Stallings was J.n the chorus ~d the underswdy for 
Amahl. This he considered his first big roie because he 
played Amahl several times. 

If it can be said lhe acting bug also bit Adam, it did 
so when he was a baby, for he has been around the COM 
stage all his life. When Adam was ooly 2 months old, 
Stallings tended to him backstage while Adam's molher, 
Jan, was ori stage as Dolly in Hello Dolly. 

"Adam has been like a mascot around the COM 

stage ever since," Stalling said. "Everyone just naturally 
looked after him. Once, when Adam was around 5 he 
disappeared~ I was frantic as l ran up and down the halls 
of lhe Fine Arts Building calling for him," Stallings ex
plained. Finally, one of lhe technicians found Adam 
asleep under lhe COM stage undisturbed by lhe final act 
of The Best Li'l Whorehouse in Texas, in which every
one danced and stomped around in boots. 

This past summer Stallings played Captain Hook in 
Peter Pan opposite his younger son Jeffery who was 
then 5 and making his !heater debut. Jeffery was Mi
chae~. one of the three children Peter Pan rakes to Never 
Never Land. Srallings found this experience rewarding. 

Adam also was in the musical doublecast as a pirate 
and an lndian, but he and Stallings never interacled. 
Stallings' wife, Judi, was stage manager for the prod.UC· 
tion. She is a drama teacher at Pearland Junior High 
West where she just.finished directing No, No, Nanette. 

A year and a hair after Jan's death, Stallings.was in 
the play Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream
coat and Adam always came along. Adam, who was 
then 8, and Judi, stage manager for the production be-
came gocxl friends. At that time, Judi, who was stage 
manager for the production, allowed Adam to work the 
lights and even bought him a red T-shirt wilh Assistant 
to lhe Stage Manager inscriood on iL 

Stallings recalled he began to hear "about this per
son tailed Judi." Stallings considered Judi just a friend 
until opening night when as is tradition the technical 
stage staff dressed up and she showed up in "lhis gor
geous sequined magenta gown." The two have been an 
"act" ever since. 

Stallings has been in professional theater since 1963 
and feels at home on the COM stage. "l've rarely acted 
anywhere else since coming to COM in 1978. The peo· 
pie are all great and the shows are all beautifully de
signed and directed. 
'" · ,,1 'luive really"enjoyed working willi Jaclc Westin 
(coordinator of lhe Arena Theatre) and I will always 
treasW'C my memories of doing shows with Reggie 
Schwander. (Schwander, who was assistant coordinator 
of the Arena Theatre died, Feb. 22.)" 

Speaking of his current show Stallings said: "I have 
also really enjoyed working with Kate Pemia, lhe direc
tor of Yonkers. She's A-one all the way." 

COM students compete in UHCL art contest 

COM students had 19 out of 68 enbies accepted in the Seventh Annual University of Houston Area Junior 
College Student Exhibition held at the University of Houston-Clear Lake March S. The exhibition ends April 
21. Jennifer Regis won second place, Cheryl Young won a scholarship and Roberta King won second runner
up. Pictured are front row, from left, Chong Stendardo, Regis, Rosman Rose and Young. Back row, from left, 
Glenn Casaretto, King, Patty Todack, Mike Garza and Jennifer Dunn. Not pictured: Linda Caldwell, Ethel 
Kasbaum, Marianne Luther and Maria Perry • (Photo by Jim Higgins) 
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Psychology proFessor, Dr. Lee Yum, has taught 21 
years at COM. (Photo by Gina Castro) 

Yorn gives 21 years 
of teaching to COM 
By SKIP GARWOOD 
Slaff Reporter 

Psychology professor, Dr. Lee Yorn, has de
voted 21 years to teaching at College of the Main
land. She enjoys teaching and helping students in 
her field of expc;rtise. 

While teaching at COM. Dr. Y om also 
wor:l:ed ·roar to five years" pan time at University 
of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston in child ad
olescent psychology. 

Dr. Yom is not only a dedicated psychology 
teacher but also a psychologist dedicated lo help
ing those who need ber help..-Wllen JIKed which 

she enjoyed most, teaching or practicing ber pro
fes.sioo, Dr. Y om said, "Teaching is less stressful 
and therapy is quite stressful, so it balances well to 
do bolh." 

Dr. Y om is looking forward to doing some 
volunteer wort with children in a clinic setting. 
She also is planning to extend ber ttaining to work 
wilh lhe elderly. "I think !here is so much demand 
for !hem," Dr. Yorn said. "Some people may not 
want to work wilh the elderly; however, I'd like to 
get training in that area." 

Dr. Yorn stated that psychology is the most 
popular undergraduate major in the United Sla!CS, 
it lakes four to six years of schooling past a bache
lor's degree and two to lhree years of ttaining to 
become a licensed psychologist. 

Dr. Yom suggested that sludents who are in
terested in a career in human services should think 
seriously about lhe two-year social services pro
gram at COM. 

"This is a wonderful program." Dr. Y om stat· 
ed. Al lhe end of two years sludents are placed in 
the field so that they can w6rt. in the institution 
they are interested in and get first.hand experience 
working with people. Then while working, they 
can pursue their advanced degree in sociology or 
psychology 

Dr. Yorn was born in Seoul, Korea, and came 
lo the United States in 1968. She attended colleges 
in California. Indiana and Texas, and received her 
doctorate in psychology from the University of 
Houston in 1974. Dr. Yorn. whose first love was 
the piano, also studied classical music in college. 

Dr. Yorn enjoys working out al lheCOM gym 
because it "is wonderful therapy." She added: 
"Aerobic exercises are known to be one of the best 
methods, if not lhe best method, in decreasing de
pression. We have this wonderful facility that 
COM offers to anyone in the community." 
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GCIC Sports Day winners 

The COM volleyball team won third place in the Gulr Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports ,Day held 
March 2. The event was hosted by Kingwood College and North Harris Community College. Front row, from 
left, Ewa Piszczek, Tonya Newell, Queenie Nguyen and Roxie Sittig. Back row, from left, Drew Koener, 
Thang Nguyen, Brian Alexander and Chris Hoot. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

The COM softball team won third place in the Gulf Coast Intn:ollegiate Conference Sports Day held Man:h 
2. Front row, l'rom left, Brad Hayes, Sergio Renovato-\asquez, Vince Garcia, Larry Edwards and Santiago 
Marroquin. Back row, from left, James Heard, Becky Manuel, Monica Banuelos, Patricia Bouquet, Lisa 
Padilla, Johnny Galvin and Lori SweaU. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Outstanding teacher voting ends April 10 
Vote for your favorite instructor. The annual 

College of the Mainland Outstanding Insb'Uctor of 
the year election is being held through April IO 
ending at 2 p.m. 

Ballot boxes are localed in the following are
as: Leaming Resowtes Center (dwd floor and the 
• ,. ,•.f • ,... • ' ,' . . ' .. ... ~ 
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library), SIUdent Center, the Gym and in the fol
lowing buildings: Technical/Vocational, Fine Arts, 
Malh/Science (atrium area), Cosmetology (in the 
AppornatlOX Square across the street from the 
main campus on Amburn Road), Industrial Educa
tion and Administration. 

Mr. Quacker shares 
his thoughts on COM 

By SKIP GARWOOD 
Staff Reporter 

Haven't you ever 
wondered what's going on 
in the minds of the ducks 
which seem to be almost 
everywhere on the College 
of the Mainland campus? 
With the help or Dr. Bill 
Featherhead, renowned 
bird watcher and ttanslator 
for the National Birdwatch 

Skip Garwood,I111erl::OM Society, ·we interviewed 
reporter, interviews Mr. one of our fine feathered 
Quack Quacker. friends. 

We asked Mr. Quack Quacker for a few moments of 
his time to tell us about his life here, what he thinks of 
COM and its students, and whatever else he wanlCd to 
share with u.,. Below is Dr. Fealherhead's ttanslation of 
the interview with Quacker. 

Quacker's the name and it's about time I got inter
viewed. Will my picture be in the paper? Probably, you 
say? Well. OK. Now make it fast because I'm on my 
way to the Tech Building and that's a half day's trip 
there and back. 

I've lived here all my life. I was born behind the 
bushes over next IO the Student Center. Life is great 
here, but who is the nut who designed this place? Put
ting the lake next to the freeway was a real work of gen
ius. Cars and trucks going by all hours of the day and 
night; you tty and sleep with all that noise. Many ducks 
think the road's just another walkway to cross when try
ing 10 feed on the grass hill on the other side of the feed
er road. 

Webfoot. a friend of mine, tried to cross. Next thing 
I knew, I saw him on the front grill of a pickup going 
down the freeway at 60 mph. both his wings and legs 
spead out wide, his eyes big as plares, with the strangest 
look on his face. I never saw him again; I have no idea 
where he ended up. Then there are those sllldents who 
just love to feed us french fries with hot sauce or some
thing from the cafeteria which is a mystery to all. includ
ing the swdent who gave it 10 us. 

Another thing that bothers me is the seagulls. Who 
invited them anyway? See those feathers everywhere. 
and those white spots all over the parking lot, and on the 
lights, on the buildings and even in the lake. Guess who 
gets blamed for all that? Us. 

Then there are those lazy Yankee ducks.You know 
the mallards. They flew down here for a winter's vaca
tion some years back and now they are too lazy to fly 
back north. The place is really gelling crowded around 
here. 

We love those 'people who come in lhe evening to 
feed us bread, but please tell them to keep their dogs oo 
a leash. It's hard to eat and to run from a big dog at the 
same time. Also ask all visitors to watch their children. 
Do you know what it's like to look over and see your 
young duckling hanging by the neck with his tongue lol
ling out as the child says, "See the pretty baby duck, 
Mommy." 

I also heard a rumor that the student body is think
ing aboot making me the official mascoL I'll go along 
with that, but only if they put up a statue of me with a 
mask over my eyes, a long cape blowing behind me with 
my name Quacker wriuen across my chest. You know. 
just like all the rest of the super heroes. That's not ask
ing too much, is it? 

There's much more rd like to tell you, but rve got a 
long way to go. So goodbye fir now. 

' 

April Fools' Day: 
The joke's on you 

Wayne 
Evans 

April Fools' Day is just arowtd the corner and fun 
seekers are about to put their weird acts into motion. 
Bearing this in mind be prepared 10 experience a barage 
of childish, funny and sometimes painful pnu>ks. Being 
the brunt of someooe's joke has never been my idea of 
fun, but at least we only have 10 tolerale this day once a 
year. However, some of the more fun-loving people I 
know would engage in this behavior all year long if they 

could. So, keep your guard up, watch yoor back and tty 
10 keep an open mind. H you are the gag player, tty to 
keep it friendly. 

I was caugbl up in last year's mayhem when I re-· 
ceived a phone call from my brother. He claimed 10 have 
won $500 in the lottery and insisted that I meet him at 
Gaido's Seafood Restaurant in Galveston for lunch, his 
treat. When I arrived, we ordered the works and ran up a 
very high lab. He then excused himself, telling me that 
be would be back shortly. He made a fast break for his 
car, leaving me with a $72 bill to pay and a note thank
ing me for lunch and wishing me a happy April Fools' 
Day. 

So remember, watch out for rubber spiders, whoop
ee cushions, staged incidents and a multitude of other 
foolish pranks. Bear in mind that more often than not, 
the person pulling the prank turns oot to be the real fool, 
WJless of course you are meeting him at Gaido's for 
lunch. 

Egg hunt set for April 13 
The Student Activities Board will host an Easter 

Egg Hunt April 13 from 12:30 10 1:30 p.m. Easter eggs 
will be hidden on the hill between the Fine Arts and the 
Administration Buildings. Sbldents, faculty. staff and 
their children are welcome. 

Bini.., professor Joanna Kile, the Duck for a Day, 
bands out Eastereandy Marcb 21. PTKbeld the fund
raiser Man:b 6 aad 7. Donations Wffl! accepted in the 
name of 14 illStructon/stalF. The event raised $171. 

(Photo by Jim H~i,) 
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Smokers outraged at loss of rights 

MeJi'iS& 
Franldin 

By limiting smoking to ooly 12 designated smoking 
areas. COM is following the example of other institu-

. tions which have restricted smoking. One or two smok
ing areas are localed outside every building on campus, 
and smolciQg elsewhere is banned. In fact, smoking in no 
smoking areas is subject to disciplinary sanctions which 
include- fines of $4 or suspension from college. 

According to the Crime Awareness and Campus Se
curity Report compiled by the Campus Police Depart
ment in November 1994: "Sllldents and employees may 
face prosecution and sanctions under Federal and Texas 
laws which may make such acts felony and misdemean
or crimes." Fines for the violations are to be paid .in the 
Administration Building. 

According to the Almanac of American History, 
"An:heological relics of the Mound Builders indicate 
that pipe smoking was an ancient custom for both ritual 
and pleasurable ends in the New World" 

For smokers today. the act of smoking is still a ritu
al and pleasurable experience. Students who smoke feel 
angry, deprived and cast out as a result of the smoking 
policy at COM. 

COM student John Gordon. a smoker for 60 years, 
says: "COM needs to get ITlore covered areas and pro
vide more ashuays for smokers. I believe that smokers 
are just being picked on (here at COM)." 

More designated smoking areas should be permitted 
at COM and they should be improved. Most of the 

smoking areas now available are not covered from the 
rain or inclement weather. Ask any smoker, smoking a 
cigarette in the rain is difficult. 

The extent to which nonsmokers push the smoking 
issue is outrageous. Smokers at COM are forced outside 
blending their smoke with the dirty air of Texas City. 

Even though smokers know the health risks they 
take, they will continue smoking. If cigarettes were 
made illegal, people would still smoke. Cigarettes will 
not disappear. Smokers will always be around. 

There is only one Mother Earth for all 10 live 10-
gether on. People who want smoking stopped should re
member that cigarettes are not the only things polluting 
this earth. Smoking cigarettes should be the least of soci
ety's worries. lbere are more imponant issues to direct 
our attention, for instance: children killing children. 

OAAC offers students cultural experience 
By MELISSA FRANKLIN -
Staff Reporter 

Toe Organization of African-American Cul
ture, which is open to all College of the Mainland 
smdcnts, faculty and staff, meets the first and third 
Thursday of each month during College Hour in 
the Sun Room of the Student Center. 

The organization was founded in 1978, ac
cording to Anthony Hawkins, the group's adviser 
since December 1991. He also is the director of 
Career Planning and PlacemenL The organization 
originally was founded by COM counselor Leroy 
August as the Black: Student Union. The name was 
changed in 1988 when Al Bass, physical education 
professor, took over as adviser. 

The organization sponsors a variety of events 
and activities throughout ' lhe year. In April, 
OAAC members will join 10gether with the SIii
dent Activities Board and the Career Planning and 
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· Placement Office to conduct a community career 
day in the COM gym. 

In May the OAAC will have an awards ban
quet. The organization will present four awards, 
one to a faculty member, one to a staff member, 
one to a student and one to a community activist 
The award will go to each for having served best 
as a role model in his or her capacity. 

During the ftrst month of Summer Session I 
the group will join with community organizations 
in La Marque and West Texas City to work on re
ducing gang violence. The OAAC will team up 
with the Precinct 3 Constables and the Big Brother 
and Big Sisters program in Texas City. "The or
ganization's goal in dealing with gang members is 
to promote higher education and to encourage 
young men and women to return to school in some 
capacity," Hawkins said. 

For information contact Hawkins at (409) 
938-1211 or (713) 280 3991, ExL 399. 
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News/Editorials 
Easter more than chicks and bunnies 

Easter is a time for brighLly decorated Easter bas
kets, stuffed bunnies and liuie yellow chicks. Children 
hunt for colored eggs Jeft by the F.aster Bunny in fields 
high with grass. Some towns have Easter parades to al
low folks to show off their frilly, new spring fashions. 

Easter bunnies and eggs have been around for a 
long time. Stories about rabbits and eggs go back to an
cient times. One legend tells of a woman in Germany 
who during a famine dyed some eggs and hid them in a 
nest for her children. As the children neared the nest 
they saw a rabbit hop away, thus believing the rabbit had 
brought the eggs. Perhaps this is when the Easter Bunny 
story was born. 

Easter is celebrated around the world every year and 
the Easter egg plays an imix>rtant part. In ancient times 
the egg signified the re Ulm of new life and the binh of 
spring. For centuries people have dyed eggs and have 
given them to friends, a custom perhaps derived from 
the symbolism of lhe egg. 

In ancient Egypt the rabbit was a symbol of birth 
and new life, and many considered the rabbit a symbol 
of the moon. This may be the reason why, according to 
the World Book Encyclopedia, a rabbit is symbolic of 
Easter because the moon determines the date of Easter. 

Easter is celebrated lhe first Sunday after a full 
moon between March 21 and April 25. According to 

the World Book, lhe Nicene Council of lhe early Calho
lic Church set lhe method of detern1ining Easter in A.D. 
325. 

Fat Tuesday, the day before Lent begins, is celebrat
ed in the United Slales as well as in many other coun
bies. Many know it as Mardi Gras, a time for costume 
balls, big parades, ponying and dancing in the streets. 
But what does Ibis really have to do wilh Easta'I 

Lent, which starts on Ash Wednesday, is a time for 
fasting and prayer in many churches. The Lenten period 
represents the 40 days that Jesus fasted and prayed in the 
wilderness before his crucifixion .on Good Friday. 

Jesus offered no resistance when he was led away to 
lhe judgment hall, nor any when he was flogged and 
crowned with thorns. As he carried his cross up the hill 
overlooking Jerusalem, Jesus must have remembered his 
triumphant entry into the city. Ho.w sad he must have 
felt to see the people who had once rejoiced in him, now 
condemn him. 

Oh, but the joy when lhree days later on that flCSI 
Easter Sunday, the three women went to the tomb and 
discovered the stone rolled away and Jesus risen from 
the dead. 

Easter expresses more joy and som,w than any oth
er Ouistian holiday because Jrsus paid the pric:e of 
dealh to obtain eternal life for his followers. Many 
churches hold Easter sunrise services, and more people 
attend church on Easter than on any other Sunday. 

There is oothing wrong with enjoying lhe myth of 
lhe Easter Bunny, lhe dyed eggs and the nice clothes, 
but as Christians, we must not lose the true meaning of 
Easter. For Christians the eggs and bunnies do not repre
sent new life: Jesus Christ does. He died on the cross 
and rose again, so lhat through him we, who are Chris
tians, might have eternal life. 

Student questions Washington's honor 
Dear Editor, 

The editorial written by Mike Miles about Presi
dents Day (in the February issue) was a slap in the face 
to Afro-Americans and other minorities. Although 
George Washington was a great leader in a sense, there 
was another side of him that the "my country tis of thee" 
version of history fails to mention. This version is taught 
in every high school in the country. F"irst, the Constitu-

~lnterCOM 
Managing Ediwr 

Assistant Editor 

BARBARA E. LEWIS 

MARCEDOO 

tion was developed and written by rich, white property 
owners to i:rotect their rights. This is the convention the 
so called "great" George Washington presided over. Sec
ond. George Wamington was a slave owner who owned 
hundreds of slaves. The rights of slave owners were pro
tected in the Constitution under Article N, Section 2. 
This can be found in the back of the history text that is 
used at the College of the Mainland. For Mitre Miles to 
say, " ... we should pause in gratitude," shows his lack 
of knowledge. I recommend next time, Mr. Miles should · 
research his article before printing it. 

Thank you, 
Larry Edwards 
COM Sludent 

COM Admissions Office employee Wanda 
Scarlett shows the mug she Meived alter donat
ing the pint of blood that brought her donations · 
to one gallon. Sbe participated in the spring blood 
drive Feb.14. · (Photc l>y Gina Casbo) 

Blood drive Feb.14, 15 
nets 102 pints of blood 
By MELISSA FRANKLIN 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland spring blood 
drive was hosted by the S1udent Activities Board 
and the Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center of 
Houstorfoo Feb. 14 and 15 in the Student Center. 

One hundred two pints of blood were donated 
during the tw<Hlay blood drive. On Feb. 14, 56 
pints of blood were collected with 20 people being 
deferred, and on Feb. 15, 46 pints of blood were 
collected with eight people being deferred, said 
Maryann Urick, SAB sponsor. 

The goal this semester was to top the 188 
pints donated in October 1993 which is the largest 
amount of blood COM has ever. collected. 

"Donating blood is a very good idea," said Ti
sha Houston, president of SAB. "Some people 
really need blood; they just don\ have lhe money. 
I expected the drive to have more donations." 

In order to donate blood a person must be at 
least 18 or if 17, have a parent or guardian's per
mission. The minimum weight to donate is 110 
pounds. Some of the reasons for not being able to 
donate include taking certain pn:scription medi
cines or having a tattoo for less than a year. 
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Biology professor selected Duck for a Day 
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By JESSAMYN DENNEY 
StalT Reporter 

The College of lhe Mainland Phi Theta Kappa Sig
ma Delta Chapter sponsored lhe Duck for a Day fund
raiser Man:h 6 and 7. 

The winner, COM biology professor Joanna Kile, 
donned the duct suit Tuesday, Man:h 21. "It's the first 
time I have been a different species. 1 definitely felt 
close to the ducks." Kile taught classes in the duck suit 
and toured the campus passing out Easter candy. 

PTK members recruited 14 faculty/staff volunteers 
as duck candiilates. Approximately 18 members ran bal
loting tables around campus to allow people to vote for a 
duck candidate by donating any amount of money. The 
individual in whose name the most money was coftect
ed became the Duck for a Day. 

"Most of the donations took place in the Math-

r 

• 

• 

Science Building," said PTK member David Shoup. "A 
war going on between some of the teachers. n 

PTK donations totaled $171. The money will be 
used for PTK's annual donation to Channel 8 and to buy 
a brick to help fund the international PTK administratioo 
building in Mismsfilppi. 

The building is already finished, but was. built by 
pledges from many PTK chapters, explained Leslie 
Richardson, PTK co-sponsor. The contribution will aclu
ally go toward the courtyard currently under coostruc
tion where a brick will be placed wilh Sigma Delta in
scribed on it 

Other candidates included: Dr. Donald G. Bass, Dr. 
Lee A. McGriggs, Dr. Mark E. Sander.I, Dr. Renate 
True, Dr. Lee Yorn, Cynthia Ashby, Kathye Bergin, 
Chuck Buddenhagen, Karla Hardacker, Diane Melan
con, Leslie Richardson, Ouida Sanmann and Roger 
Stallings. 

• 
• 

• 

-

History fair booths 
displayed at COM 
By SKIP GARWOOD 
StalT Reporter 

The 15lh Annual Regional History Fair of Galves
ton and Brazoria counties was held Feb. 27 through 
March 2 at College of the Mainland in the Leaming Re
sources Center. The theme this year was "Conflict and 
Compromise in History." 

The goal of hisrory fairs regional, state and national 
is to encourage students to further their interest in histo
ry and to strengthen skills, explained Alex Piatt, COM 
history professor and History Fair co-coordinator. 

Entries were from middle and high schools in 
Galveston and Brazoria counties. Categories were his
torical papers, projects, pcrfonnances (plays) and media 
(videos and films). 

The history fair is held one year at COM and the 
following year at the Rosenberg Library in Galveston. 
This year. however, was the second consecutive year the 
fair was held a COM, since the Rosenberg Library did 
not have a coordinator for the history fair this year. 

"This year's participation has been the best we have 
ever had before, n Pratt said, "The studenis were better 
prepared; they seemed to know their topic area and it 
made it quite difficult for the judges to come up with a 
decision in some categories." 

Richard Bear a student at COM explained, "If yoo 
failed to view the exhibits this year; you missed a great 
learning experience." 

COM stage 
"' ' ... . . . . i· .... ,.,,, 
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COM studentsAmy Bruce, left and Dory Williams view the exhibit of Galveston's 1900 storm submitled by Chrissie 
Faulkner,Angeltou Middle School-East. Faulkner's exhibit won second place in the seventh grade individual entJ 
in the Regional History Fair held at COM Feb. 28 through March 2. The exhibits lined the haUs or the third floor 
Lea111ing Resoun:es Center. (Photo by Jessamyn Denney) 

Renovated bookstore offers more services 
Continued rrom Page 1 --------
with every bit of the space effectively used. The shelves 
are larger and deeper to hold more books, and drawers 
have been added in the art supply comer for paints, 
brushes, etc. The bright overhead lights, as well as the 
lighted floor display cases, add a touch of elegance. The 

seasons. One ~i th~ •registers will be used for credit card 
customers. "Mo,e customers.will be accommodated in a 
shorter amount of time," Slawson said. 

Gift items, ranging in price from $2.50 to $25 have 
been added. These include everything from Walt Disney 
character key rings to stuffed animals. 

·-t --tt-~ """"'"""' floor is_ now covered wilh a blu,lgray =et 
which accents the mauve and gray decor. 

_ ___,Thw,,__store...now gives the inipressioll- of being larger. 
even though eight feet of the original floorspace was 
converted into a shipping and receiving room. Now cus
tomers won't have to step over the box~ that once cx;cu
pied the floor. 

• 

"I think it's a wonderful addition to this campus and 
long overdue," said Board member Jimmy Jones. 

Board member Bennie Matthews added, "It's a 
pleasure to brouse in such pleasant surroundings." 

The counter space also has been redesigned to allow 
two additional registers, to be placed there during busy 

Prize-winning comedy 
runs through April 30 
Continued l'rom Page 1---------

grips with reality, thus motivating much soul searching. 
Linda Kissner (Aunt Bella) gives a heart-warming 

perfonnance as a woman who at times has the mind of a 
child but knows more about life than her family sus
pects. Then !here's Uncle Louie (Roger Stallings), lhe 
gangster, who probably understands his family, especial
ly his mother, better than anyone. He tries to be noncha
lant, but his nervousness shows through. Aunt Gert (Car
olyn Spencer Ortiz) has an annoying nervous tic which 
only surfaces while she's around her mother. 

Dinldage and Adam Stallings give outstanding per
fonnances as the brothers who learn to accept a family 
they hardly know. Grandma Kumitz (Janice Quinby), is 
a cold-hearted person and proud of it because she lhinks 
that is sttenglh. Quinby, who portrays Grandma wilh a 
heavy accent, is so convincing she is almost despicable. 

This hilarious comedy kept me. laughing from be
ginning to end. Even though the play is light-hearted, 
there are undenones,of a severe lack of communication 
which often plagues families. If you want two enjoyable 
hours of great, light-hearted enlertainment, I highly rec
ommend this play. 

For reservations or ticket informat,ion, call (409) 
938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext 345. Shows are 
Thursday through Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sunday mati
nee at 2:30 p.m. No performances on Easter weekend. 

InterCOM reporter Nicole Torreu,rovided some of 
the information. 

• 

"Our ultimate goal is to satisfy our customers," 
Slawson said. The bookstore is tr)'ing to supply every
one's needs by adding more nierchalldise. 

Viewer interacts with video 
By CAROL BOONE 
Staff Reporter 

"We create meaning out of objects arid life 
when we do something with them," declared Bog
dan Perzynski, associate art professor at lhe Uni
versity of Texas at Austin, at the opening of his 
Beware of Blindman Pictures exhibit .at College of 
the Mainland. The interactive video an exhibit 
opened March 23 and runs lhrough April 14 in 
Fine Arts Gallery. 

Perzynski uses various video images of na
ture, objects and people, with which audience par
ticipants can creale different illusions on the video 
screen. Participants Can record their interactions 
on their own video tape or one bought from the 
gallery for$3.15. 

COM Fine Art Gallery hoors are Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays 8:30 to 5:30 p.m.; and Thursdays 
8:30 to 2 p.m. For infonnation or appointments 
call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 354. 

Mini-session registration 
Once again College of the Mainland is offering a 

special three-week mini-session. The three courses of
fered, BIOL 1322.71, CHJD 2320.71 and ENGL 
1302.71, begin May 8 and end May 26. Registration is 
in the Admissions Office April 25 and 25, in the Admin
sitratioo Building, 9 a.m. to noon and 3:30 to 6:30 p.m. ··-·-·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·-·-·-·-·-• ... 
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What's Happening 

People speak out question: "How dD yo•feel aboMl tM COM ,:4fetuio 
urvice.!ood and prices?" 

In defense of the cafeteria, Jeff Brown, owner of 
the current food semce III COM, told lnJerCOM: "We 
want to serve what the people wanL But there has to be 
a balance of quality wilh the~ of food. We try it. 
and if ii sells. we keep iL I will be happy to sit down 
wilh anyone. one-on-one, if Ibey have concems about 
the cafeleria." 

By GINA CASTRO 
Staff Pllotographer 

College of the Mainland cafeleria has been a 
subject of much discussion among SliMlenls, facul
ty and employees concerning food quality, service 
and prices. 

Based on this. lnJerCOM decided to ask the 
' 

President Larry L Stanley will announce in Fellnl· 
81}' 1996 lhlll COM will be accepting bids fir food ser
vice when the present service's conttac:t expires. 

Jennifer Green: "They 
make things just the way 
I like it. something like 
Burger King -- they do it 
my way. The food iasu:s 
good to me. Sane peo
ple say they're too ex
pensive, but the price is 
right for me. They're 
real prompt and give me 
my order on time. I don~ 
have to wail• 

Joseph Cooley: "The 
service is good. I like it 
Some of the pricing is a 
little bit high. Sometimes 
it's better than some or 
these fast food places. 
The quality of lhe food is 
good, also. 

Cbalina Ruben: "The 
pricing, I think, is too 
high. They could be more 
cordial to lhe students. 
This is supposed to be a 
community college. a 
family. That's what Presi
dent Stanley always 
stresses •• family bond
ing. I don't feel 1h11 when 
I go in the cafeleria. The 
food is OK." 

Monica Banuelos: "I 
lhink it is great. The em
ployees !here are nice and 
friendly. The food is good 
and the pricing is about 
average. I have no com
plaints." 

ABE offers more than basic skills 
Continued from Page I -----

ABE classes offer instruction in read
ing, writing and math from grades one 
through 12. Instruction also is given to 
prepare students to lake lhe GED and to 
ready them for college-level courses. The 
students' needs are met by allowing them 
to ]earn at their own speed and IO arrange 
study times according to their work and 
personal schedules. English classes 
(ESOL) also are offered for students who 
speak a foreign language. These include 
instruction in listening, speaking, reading 
and writing English. 

The ABE program is not solely based 
at COM. It goes to outside schools too. 

The ABE program, in conjuction 
wilh Hitchcock High School, sponsors lhe 
Students Talcing Alternative Routes to 
Success program. STARS is "a dropout 
recovery program that leads to a regular 
high school diploma or a GED," accord
ing to lhe STARS program pamphlet. 

The renovated program provides nine 
teachers and four part-time student aides 
during the lab hours Mondays through 
Thursdays 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Fridays 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. 

For more information about the ABE 
center contact Evans at (409) 938-1211 or 
(713) 280-3991, Ext 293 or Bowers at 
Ext 294. 

Adult Basic Education lead teacher Connie Bowers instructs Mai Doughtery and Maria 
Cisneros, students in one of her classes, in essay writing in the new ABE cemtr located 
OD tbe second noor or tbe Stmlent Center. ~Photo .. , .Gina Cati.lo) ' 
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COM discount cards 
By CAROL BOONE 
Stair Reporter 

Remember lhe saying: • A penny saved is a penny 
earned"? Well, !here's oo better way to save money lhan 
with a College of lhe Mainland Discount Card, available 
Ill the gym. 

The card is free to students, faculty and staff. 
"There is no cost to lhe college," explained Maryann 
Urick, Swdent Activities Board spoosor. 

The card fealllreS a variety of discounts from area 
merchants and these savings last until Dec. 3 I. 

If you are hungry, you can go IO Wendy's, Church's 
Fried Chicken or any of lhe various other food establish
menrs listed on the card. Need a haircut? Regis and Su
percuts Hair Salons will offer you a great deal on one. 
Other miscellaneous services include Firestone Tires. 
Texas Gym and Ultta Clean Dry Cleaners. 

So if you want a great deal, go by lhe gym and get 
your COM Discount Card. The gym is open 7:30 a.m. to 
10 p.m., and the cards are available at the f~t desk. 

InterCOM corrects error 
In the College of lhe Mainland February issue 

of lhe lnterCOM, COM police officer Jeanette 
Swindell was incorrectly quoted in lhe article 
"Daycare, food service addressed at forum." She 
was quoted as saying that the food prices were too 
high. That comment was made, but attributed to 
the wrong person. lnlerCOM apologizes for any 
inconvience this may have caused. 

Opening Session at I p.m. 

Special presentations from 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. 

• IIICl.:AI__...., 181' 1:111111 
CH I • I 11/Gi I llfttl If 
.. 10 l . llfll 7 7 aIEN) 

• MHllIQ l7II a n a III n ,., ftllE 

•Mlla'cEIIIIC SI SWIPM 

•c-0111n rn , .. 

• V1stt with racuni. stan, alumni, student 
organizations and UHCL students 

• Door prizes 

• S5DO Scholarship drawing at 3:30 p.m. 
(must be present to win) 

• Campus tours, refreshments, e,h1bits 

University of Houston Iii Clear Lake 
2700 Bay Ania Boulel'llrd 
For more information, call (713) 283-2520 
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1- 4 PM 

SUNDAY, 
APRIL 2 

See who's Dud< tor the na, on 11 H oppy Easter 11 
~ Pagesl-and3 - · ._ __ 
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Gue5ts Including COM Board or Trustees members, faculty and stair view the newly remodeled COM Bookstore at 
its open house Tuesday, March 28. . (Photo by Gina Castro) 

See Quack Quacker 
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TIPA Award-winner 

COM Bookstore 
hosts open house 

By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland Bookstore, localed in 
lhe Student Center, held an open house Tuesday, March 
28, from 4 to 6 p.m. 

More than 100 guests including COM Board of 
Trustees members, the COM president, deans, faculty, 
staff and students attended. Other guests included area 
college bookstore managers as well as book and mer
chandise vendors. Refreshments were served and door 
prizes awarded. 

"The Bookstore Team is very appreciative of the 
support and enthusiasm we have received from the . 
Board of Trustees, the faculty, staff and students," said 
Lois Slawson, Bookstore Team leader. "A special thanks 
goes to Bob Kostelecky (physical plant director) who 
was instrumental in the renovation of the bookstore." 

President Larry L. Stanley said: "We're about 20 
Y,ears late getting this done. but it was worth the wail 
Whoever chose lhe decor really did a ftne job." 
,, An,cxie who""" not been lnsfcle 1116-.iore for a 

while is in for a pleasant surprise. The store, which now 
has glass doors, has been redone from lop to bottom, 

See Renovated Page 7 

ABE center relocates to accommodate students 
llyMARCEDOO 
Assistant F.ditor 

College of lhe Mainland offers an Adult Basic Edu
cation program that includes General Education Devel
opment, pre-GED, English as a Second Language and 
basic skills classes to anyone who signs up. Toe center 
used to be localed on lhe third Door of the Leaming Re
sources Center but recently was moved to much larger 
quaners on the second floor of the Student Center to bet-

Arena Theatre presents 
Simon's Lost in Yonkers 

By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

Picture a family-owned candy store in Yonkers, 
N.Y., during 1942. Then look beyond lhe closed door of 
the apartment above the store and into the lives the dys
functional Kumitz family. Thus you have the setting for 
Neil Simon's 1991 Pulitzer Prize-winning play Lost in 
Yonkers, currently on stage at College of the Mainland. 
This comedy drama. winner of four Tony Awards, 
opened March 30 and runs through April 30. 

For the next two hours look through the eyes of two 
young brothers, Ray (Adam Stallings) and Arty (Bran
don Dinklage), who are uprooted after. their mother's 
death and forced to spend the next 10 months living with 
their unaffectionate paternal grandmother. Eddie (An
drew Winterle), their father is a traveling salesman down 
South and begs Grandma to keep the boys. Then witness 
the lessons to be learned as three generations -come to 

See Prize-winning Page 7 
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ter serve its students. 
The expanded center consists of three rooms. Two 

are dedicared to instruction in a classroom setting. and 
the olher room is a lab with mere computers and tables 
available to help students study. 

Direcior of ABE Sandra Evans said her day-to-day 
goal for the program is to "give people in the community 
of all ages opportunities to move forward." Evans, who 
came to COM in 1983 as a reading instrucior, bas been 
ABE director I If]. years. She said she keeps busy see-

ing to needs and solving problems that come up for the 
center's teachers and sUidents. 

Connie Bowers is the lead teacher for the other 
eight part-time teachers in the ABE program. She is full 
time and although she has been in this position for only 
a year, she has been wilh lhe program for several years. 

Bowers, who also supervises four part-time student 
aides makes sure lhe "whole operation runs smoothly." 

See ABE Page 8 

Friends remember Reggie Schwander 
By CAROL BOONE 
Starr Reporter 

The flags Oew Ill half-staff Feb. 23 at College 
of the Mainland in memory of John Reginald 
(Reggie) Schwander,the assistant coordinator 
COM Arena Theatte and drama teacher. He died 
Feb. 22 of AIDS. 

Schwander, 53, was a dedicated and well
liked drama teacher in the Clear Creek Indepen
dent School District for IO years before coming to 
COM where he was assistant theater coordinator 
for 18 years. At COM he directed such produc
tions as Mame; Comedy of Errors; Kismet; The 
Skin of Our Teeth: Bye. Bye Birdie; Annie; The 
Music Mqn; Dial M for Murder,· and Peter Pan 
among many others. · 

For the last 30 years Schwander directed com~ 
munity and professional theater in this area includ
ing Qalveston's Lone Star production of Annie Gel 

• ' 

• 

• 

' 

Yow Gun. At lhe Clear Creek Country Theatre, 
his original creations of The Music Man, Carousel 
and Oklahoma will be well remembered by area 
theatergoers. 

Co-workers and colleagues at COM. spoke . 

fondly of Schwander. 
Joyce Palmer, Perform
ing and Visual Arts Pro
gram Assistant, said, "He 
was fantastic and won
derful ... a very intelli
gent person." 
As an adviser, he also 
had excellent rapport 
wtth his students. Dr. 
William T. Spillar (one 
of the pallbearers at the 
funeral) described 

See COM Page 7 
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What's Happening 

Former JnterCOM staff members display award certificates they won in the 1994 Intercollegiate Press Association 
Contest. Amy Bergeroll, on left, won first place ror sports page design; Derek Warren, sports editor, won second 
place for sports page design; and Amy Taft, managing editor, w.on second place for her three-part series on Domes
tic Violence. lnterCOM has won 14 awards in the past seven years. (Photo by Maree Doo) 

Paper garners 14 awards in 7 years 
Continued from Page 1----------

ing on the paper for five semesters, I feel like all that work 
finally paid off." 

Fonner sports editor, Derek Warren, whO is still at
tending COM was thrilled about winning a second-place 
award for his sports page layout in the March 1994 issue. 

"I was definitely surprised," said Warren who was at 
work when he was told "The news made my day. I con
sider this an honor knowing how many colleges com
peted. It's nice to know others think you're doing a good 
job. This will be my first award to hang on my wall and I 
hope there will be others.,. 

Amy Bergeron. who was on the lnterCOM staff for 
only one semester was surprised to have won fir.st place 
for her November sports page lafout. ••1 can't believe that 
I won for a sports page layout," Bergeron said " I received 
awards in in high school for my stories, but never any
thing for layout design. Even on my high school paper I 

never worked on the sports page because I don't like sports. 
That's why I was really surprised that I won first place for 
a sports page layout" 

TIPA was founded in 1909 at Baylor University in 
Waco with only a few Texas college and universities 
particapating. Today Southwest Texas State University in 
San Marcus, sponsors the contest, and 72 colleges and uni
versities are members of the association and participate in 
the contest in lhree divisions. 

The division is based on the size of the school. 
ln1erCOM has competed in Division 2 (3,000 to 7,(X)() 
credit students) for the last eight years and has won 14 
awards. 

Some of lhe Division 2 schools whi which JnterCOM 
competed include: Texas Christian University. Tyler, East 
Texas State University, Commerce; Texas Woman's Uni
versity, Denton; Southern Methodist University, Dallas; 
University of Housron..Oear Lake; and Amarillo College. 

COM Summer I session enrollment begins May 23 
College of the Mainland credit registration for Sum

mer I will be held May 23 and will begin in the lobby of 
the Administratioo Building. Registratioo hours are 8:30 
a.m. to 2 p.m. and 5 to 7 p.m. Summer I classes begin 
Saturday, May 27. The college will be closed Monday May 
29 in observance of Memorial Day, classes will resume 

on Tuesday, May 30. 
Admission requirements for Swnmer I must be met 

by May 16. 
For additional information call the Admissioos Of

fice at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext 264. 

Enjoy magic of writing; sign up for InterCOM 
By MELISSA FRANKLIN 
Starr Re parter 

Have you ever thought about writing for a news
paper and experiencing the magic of having your name 
in print? If yes is your answer, then make plans to sign 
up for the 199S Summer I session and become a mem
ber of College of the Mainland's awanl-winning stu· 
dent newspaper, lnurCOM. 

Being a member or the staff offezs experience in 
several are&'l of writing including peoonality sketches, 
straight news, indepth repons and spans stories. 

Pholographers and cartoonists also are welcome 
to join the lnterCOM staff. 

Being a staff member also gives hands-on experi
ence in coosnucting a newspaper from the beginning 
stageS of brainslDmling for story topics to adding the 
fmishing toucites to the final product 

• 

No prior journalism experience is needed to enroll 
in COM's beginner journalism cow,e, COMM 1307 
(Writing for Mass Media). Those with some writing 
experience may enroll in COMM 2305 (Copy Editing 
and Production) with the instructor"s approval. Other 
higher level courses available with instructor's approval 
are COMM 2309 (Feature Writing), COMM 23 IO (In• 
tennediate News Editing) and COMM 2311 (News 
Reporting). Enrolbnenl in any of the courses must be 
accompanied with either lab course, COMM 1129, or 
COMM 1131 which will meet at announced times. 

COMM 1307,230S,2309,2310and231l meetas 
a pooled class on Mondays. Fridays from 9-11:SOa.m. 

To be eligible for credit regislration, admission re
quirements must be met by May 16. Regislration is 
May 23 from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 5 to 7 p.m. Jour
nalism classes begin Tuesday, May 30. Classes end 
July 7 for Summer I session. 

r 

• 

• 

People speak out 
By GINA CASTRO and JESSAMYN DENNEY 
Starr Photographers 

According to a repon in the April 24 edition of 
the Houston Chronicle, polls show lhat lhe con
cealed handgun issue is a 50-50 spliL In Houston, 
S4 percent of those polled opposed the carrying or 
concealed handguns, while 42 percent feel people 
have the right to carry a handgun with a license. 

The bill has passed the Texas Senate but it has 
not been set for debate by the full House. R"l'ubli
can Gov. George W. Bush supports the passing of 
the concealed handgwi bill. 

The pros and cons of this issue are endless, so 
JnterCOM asked: "How do you/eel about the con
cealed weapons issue? Do youfeel it should be 
passed inlo law?" 

Al Renfro: "I stand in 
favor of it because if you 
can pinpoint some of the 
weapons, you might de
crease some of the viol
cence. I am in favor of · 
Gov. Bush supporting 
the concealed weapons 
issue." 

Hoai Ha: "l think the 
government should have 
more control of guns. 
They should make the 
waiting period longer 
and investigate more 
carefully criminal histo
ry. I think gun laws 
should be tougher." 

Jay McGraw: "I don't 
believe the government 
should support the con
cealed weapons at all. I 
wish we had gun con~ol. 
I think the more guns 
you have, the more peo-

, :pie are going robe in

Barbara Hoke: "I feel that 
in the beginning if it passes. 
crime is going to rise be= people will feel a 
false power canying a con
cealed handgun. Then I ll:el 
crime will decline because 
people will realize they 
woo\know who's cmying 
a weapon arxl wOO's oot" 

John Paden: "Wo think 
that a pe,son has a right u, 
defend himself. At this 
point in time I doo't have a 
gun but I think it's a right to 
Ix, able UJ carry a concealed 
hand gun. I koow ii was 
passed in Florida and hasn\ 
caused enough problems u, 
attract national auention." 

Donald Demersoo: "It 
shouldn't Ix, jXlS>Cd because 
it will give more people the 
right., Cllll)' concealed 
weapons, people that dont 
need them (even with a 
background chcck). It11 re. 
a big mistake. More peo
ple's lives will be at stake." Jured." '·\, I,;--------·--~------· 
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TIPA Award-winner 

Poetry, fiction reading 
features COM writers 

Wennagel Outstanding Instructor 
ByMARCEDOO 
Assistant Editor 

The College of the 
Mainland Hwnanities Team 
sponsored a poetry and fic
tion reading of original ma
terial April 18 in the Leam
ing Resources Center Audi
torium. 

English professor, Dr. 
Mark Sanders, was master 
of ceremonfos and the first 
reader of the evening. His 

first poem was about his Dr. Mark San<lers 
early childhood in Nebraska, "Before We Lost Our Ways," 
was inspired by a visit to the house he lived in as a child. It 
revealed a childhood that was still free and easy at that 
time. Another poem related a dark time in his life when 
one of his sisters died. He was five and she was seven. 

One of Dt Sanders' poems the audience seemed to 
- enjlly was "The Ball Game lffl.'"'nlis poem descr!be<ta 

time, in his late adolesence, when be held off a mob of 
men with a baseball baL TIie men wanted to cut his hair 
which was down past his shoulders. See Poetry Page 11 

By NICOLE TORRES 
Starr Reporter 

Rohen Wennagel, accounting and business law in
structor, was announced as the Outstanding Instructor 
for 1994-95 at the College of the Mainland Employee 
Recognition Dinner he]d April 28 at the South Shore 
Harbour Reson in League City. 

The other four finalists who also were recognized 
with Teaching Excellence awards included Roger 
Stallings, speech instructor; Dwight "Doc" Miller, in· 
dustrial education instructor; Emmeline Dodd, biology 
instructor; and ~ester Arcenaux, nursing instructor. 

Wennagel said beillg chosen Outstanding Instruc
tor was a real honor, especially considering the (ield of 
candidates he was included in. ''I was a finalist with 
very good teachers. If any of them had won, I wouldn't 
have been surprise.d." 

Wennagel, who received both his bachelor"s and 
master's of business administration from the Univer
sity of Houston - University Park campus has been at 
COM since 1972. Wennagel, a Texas cenified public 
accountant since 19-74, teaches the transfer acoounting 
courses at COM. 

"He's a goodguy,agreat teacher," said Dr. Donald 
See Teachers Page 1J 

' 

COM Accounting instructor Bob Wennagel wins 
the Outstanding Instructor ot the Year Award 
April 28. (Photo by Jesmmyn Denney) 

Former journalism students receive TIPA awards 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

17, but winners were not announce.d until April 8 at the 
awards banquet held at Hyau Regcncy'Hotel in the Dal1as 
/Fonh Wonh area. 

Three Conner College of the MainlandlnterCOM staff 
me01bers are winners in the 1994 Texas Interco1legiate 
Press Association contest De.ad.line for the entries was Dec. 

Formermanagingeditor,AmyTaft, wonsecondplace 
for her three-part series dealing with domestic violence 
against women. The series ran in the October, November 

Swift response saves art gallery 
By GINA CASTRO 
Staff Photographer 

What could have been a costly disas
ter, turned out to be only minor damage in 
the College or the Mainland Fine Arts Gal
lery. Qui.ck reaction by an student Ray Tay
lor, who grabbed a nearby fire extinguisher, 
helped save the remainder of the art ex
hibit and possibly the Fine Arts Building. 

The an exhibit was set up in a small 
room built by artist Bogdan Perzynski in
side the an gallery. On April II smoke 
filled the small room when cables hooked 
up u, a piano used in the exhibit burned. 
The Texas City Fire Department rushed u, 
the scene. 

the fire occurred. The COM Maintenance 
Team noted that the smoke detector was 
present. but was not in operation at the 
lime of the fire. 

The fire was detected by several stu
dents who were attending a workshop by 
photographer/journalist Wendy Watriss. 
After locating the source of the smoke, 
Taylor used the extinguisher to putout the 
flames. 

and De.cember issues of lnlerCOM. 
Taft, who finished up her requirments for her 

associate's degree in December, was very excited when 
informed of the award ... It's about time," she said. "It's 
great to be recognized for your creali ve work. After work. 

See Paper Page 12 

According UJ the Texas City Fire De
partment report, an electrica1 cord shorted 
and extensive smoke filled the exhibit 
room. The electrical wire cable insulation 
was worn out due to lack of maintenance. 
The repon also noted that no smoke detec
tors were present and that a sprinkler sys
tem was not installed in the room where 

.. It is interesting that nothing could 
have been done differently in this situa
tion," explained Mona Marshall, COM 
Fine Arts Gallery director. "'The wiring 
was done by someone commissioned by 
the artist It had been tested. It is difficult 
to Im'ow there would be a problem. How
ever, given this experience, if we ha've 
another exhibit with electronic compo
nents, I would plan for lead time and have 
our own electrician check it In this case 
he probably would not have found any
thing wrong at that time. , 

"I think we.were very lucky that we 
See Art Page 11 

The Texas City Fire Department responded to a rrre in the COM Fine Arts Gallery 
April 11. The fire was extinguished by art student Ray Taylor. Cables booked to a piano 
for an art exhibit shorted out causing the fire. (Photo by Gina Castro) 
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Editorials 

SC elevator to be finished May 28 

Workmen put finishing touches on the Student Cen• 
ter elevator. The construction and remodeling orthe 
center's front entrance is scheduled to be completed 
by May 28. (Photo by Gina Castro) 

By CAROL BOONE 
Staff Reporter 

"1be elevator is in place and the Student Cen
t« remodeling should be finished by May 28," said 
Bob Kostelecky, College of the Mainland Physical 
Plant director. 

The new elevator will me.et the federal guide
lines of the American Disability Act to ensure handi
capped accessibility with a wider interior and a ramp. 
Kostelecky stated, adding that the old elevator was 
too small and inconvenient. Additional changes to 
lhcSIUdent Cenrer include remote control door open
ers. new lighting and ceramic tile. Floor mats at the 
entrance will improve safety conditions. 

The bookslOl'C's remodeling and the soon-tp-be 
completed Student Centcc's main entrance will en
hance the building's appearance and functiOn. 

The renovation was slowed because of inclem
ent weather and delayed elevator shipment. Origi
nally lhc project had been expected to be completed 
in March. 

Kostelecky said the elevator and Student Cen
ter were "on budget" wilh no de(icits or over expen
ditures. This saved the college and community 
money 

Student seeks to change dean's list rules 
Dear Editor: 

Why must I be penalired'l AflCr aucnding COM for 
three years with a cumulative GR\ exceeding 3.3, I was 
disturbed to learn that I am unable to achieve the dean!. 
list and feel a need to voice my opinion for myself and 
othecs who will follow. 

The dean's list is a recognition of outstanding 
achievement A 3.3 cumulative average is an accom
plishment and truly defines academic achievement. Why 
am I not invited you might ask'! As were many of my 
fellow students, I was disappointed to learn that this 
honor is only offered to students able Lo takc12 credit 
hours per semester. Regardless of my avcrngc, therefore, 
I couldn't possibly qualify. 

I am a working single parent, only able to attend 
three-fourths of the lime because of my other responsi
bilities. A working single parent vying for a college 

~lnterCOM 
Managing Editor 

Auistam. Editor 

BARBARA E. LEWIS 

MARCEDOO 

education is a remarkable achievement. Most people 
would agree attending college, working and caring for a 
family is like having three full-time jobs. 

Mainlaining a household and caring for one's 
children must be a parent's first responsibility; whereas, 
one's education must sometimes lake second priority. 

I have worked hard to divide my time in such a way 
as to enable me to attend college and be a good provida
and parcnL It is W1fair for the college to ask people in 
my position and others in difficult predi~en&s to 
monetarily or mentally try to attend full tame to make 
the dean's list It is a.D honor and a privilege lO be 
included on this prestigious lisL 

I would like for this prerequisite to be reconsidered 
and 10 no longer exclude individuals W1able to attend 
full time. To repeal the prerequisite entirely would be 
unacceptable; but is it not plausible that upon graduation 
a person with a cumulative GPA of 3.3 or better could 
have the opportunity to have his/her name added? 

- Making the dean's list is not only an honor but also 
bcncfus in helping to obtain scholarships and grants 
much needed by single parents who deserve to be 
encouraged not penalized. 

Mary Woehst 
COM student 

Post goes under: 
one viewpoint left 

Mike 
Miles 

Dateline: Tuesday, April 18 ·· A Houston land
mark. is swallowed up whole by corporate America The 
Houslon Post sends its final edition to press to the 
surprise and sadness of its readership. And an era comes 
toan end. 

1be demise of the Post has given the Houston 
metropolitan area a hearty dose of reality. No one truly 
realizes that virtually every part of Our society is 
governed. not by the laws of man, but by the laws of 
money. Like a once-champion athlete the Post was 
fon:ed to leave the field. 

Many people I've talked to are asking what all the 
fuss is about lbey can't see how all this could affect 
their daily lives. They are simply happy Lhat Doonesbury 
will still be printed in Houston. The reality is lhat 
Houston will lm"e much more than a few comic strips. 
Houston will lose a second public voice. 

With print journalism now being the only bastion of 
responsible reponing left in America, Houston will have 
to face the future without one of its strongest supporters. 
Many considered the Post to be the voice of reason in 
the fast-paced world of Houston news. It served as a 
voice to the world, telling of all Houston has to offer. ---- -

Aside from the distinct personality of the Post, there 
is mere to this loss. Houston has become one of the most 
influential cities in America. Houstonian attitudes make 
a difference in American culture and politics. Having 
two voices in print serves to give Lhe pubHc a broader 
view-of the world. It requires responsible reporting on 
both sides. 

No longer will important issues be fairly argued on 
the Q(litorial pages of two papers. Now only one editorial 
voice will tell Houston how to think and ~ow to vote. 
From now on, the HollSton Chronicle will serve as the 
only voice for Houston. 

The competition for subscriber and advertising 
dollars is gone. but so is the competition to get the best, 
most accurale stof)' to the reader fust 

Houston will go on, but it'll do it without coverage 
from one of the state's finest spons pages. 

The campaigns for president will begin in earnest 
later this year. but only one endorsement will come from 
Houston's pint media. Life will Continue, but sadly 
without The Houston Post. 

STAFF REPORTERS 
C...t ..... 
,-.,,,,,0mnoy 
Meliaa Fanklia 

Student feels COM smoking rule fair 
dcsignlltcd area. Skip Garwood ......... 

N"1CO!e Tonu 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 
Gina Castro 
Jct1amyn Denney 

CARTOONIST 
Bnd-

TYPESETTER 
Jcsunyn Dmmy 

INTERCOM ADVISER. 
AlmdH.Lowety 

Dear Editor, 
In respoose to the article "Smokers outraged at loss 

of rights" written by Melissa Franklin in lntuCOM 
Match/April 1995 issue. 

I resent the fact that you presume to speak for all 
smokers at COM. I am a student and a smoker. you did 
not ask my opinion. You do not speak for me. 

I believe the 12 designated smoking areas provided 
to us are more than adequate to suit our needs. There is 
not one building on campus that is not almost immedi
ately Sccessable IO a ·smoking area. Two of these ~ 
are covered, and seating is provided. I feel the smoking 
policy is extremely generous, considering many public 
buildings and facilities are banning smoking altogether. 

The fine of $4 is a reasonable punishment for those 
of us who choose not to follow the rules. who choose 
not to use ashtrays. or who choose not IO smoke in a 

' 

As for the suggestion Lhat it is outrageous for non
smokers LO complain: I choose to smoke; they choose 
not to. I respect a nonsmoker's right to breathe air free. 

• of Lhe pollutants caused from cigarettes, whether dtat mr 
is inside or outside. 

1l1e smokers at College of the Mainland, incloding 
you and me, ne.xl to follow Lhe generous rules for 
smoking and police Lhose of us who do not 

Let us work together to keep the privilege of 
smoking for indeed it is a privilige, not a righL If we do 
lose the right to smoke on campus, it will be because of . 
our own arrogance, our own selfishness, and it definitely_ 
will be our own faulL 

Lillian Louise Hampton 
COM Student 

-

Groups offer help 
to women in need 
Continued from Page 10-------
p.m., dinner from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. and the perfor
mance from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. Individual tickets are 
$125. 

Six sessions self-defense classes are continu
ously offered by the HAWC every Friday at 6:15 
p.m. at the Houston Center. For more infonnalion, 
or to sign up for the class call (713) 528-5026. 

If you are a victim of rape or any other abuse, 
contact Lhe nearest shelter for help. All of us need to 
be aware of the violence women are subjected to, 
and we need to get involved in community centers 
that work to help abuse victims.. 

Fiction brought to life; 
inspired by memories 
Conlioued from Page 11----------

lhe next poet was Dr. John Gorman, an English pro
fessor at University of Houston-Clear Lake. Dr. Gomian 
started his reading with the crowd-pleasing poem. "Finest 
Folks on Earth Selected Bumperstickers From The Sun 
Bel~• based on various bumper stickers, such as If You' re 
Horny-Honkl and Goat Ropers need Love Too. Many of 
his poems consisted of child-to-adulthood reminiscences. 
Though Dr. Gorman was born in Chicago, Ill., he grew up 
in Aurora, Ill., a place he oow writes about with fondness, 
but disliked as a child. 

Dr. Gorman, who prefers to grade English papers in 
restaurants or cafes, uses the people he sees there as sub
ject matter for his poems. An in-love young couple feed
ing their young son in a cafeteria was the sub,JCCt for his 
"Good News from Luby's Cafeteria.• 

Afrer the flI'St two readers Dr. Sanders called for a 
short intermission. 

COM student Michelle Buss said afler hearing the f orst 
two readers: "You could picture what they were writing. 
The way they talked about their life. it drew you into the 
poem." 

Third reader, Kimberly Verhines, who was born in 
California and grew up in Oklahoma, dedicated the shon 
story she read to he, children. •1 Believe• is the story of a 
teen-aged girl ttying to deal with being adopced, being over
weight and an adolescent all at the same time. She is un
mercifully teased by he, brother and feels tormented by 
the image of her slim, beautiful mother, who was the head 
cheerleader in high school. 

Political science Professor Jim Finley, who grew up 
in Knox. a small town in the Texas panhandle, read two of 

his sin! stories. The fllSI is 
"Keeper of the Downs," 

· which was abouta retarded 
boy dealing with the death 
of his father and the secood 
story. "Yard Sale," was 
about a neurotic writer's 
reaction to a sale held at his 
woman friend's hwse. His 

friend's mother and sister 
are helping with the sale 
while the writer looks on in 
amazement at the types of 
people the sale attracts. 

Professor Jim Finley Examples of all of the 
writen' WOlb:, except for Dr. Oorman's. are available in 
the COM literary magazine, Hwakan, on sale in the COM 
Bookstore. Both Dr. Sanders and Dr. Gorman have chap
books available. These are inexpensive books writeJ'S pub
lish to show their works to othen. 

For moo, information about the books, cootact Dr. 
Sanden al (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, ExL 214. 

! 
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Day care children visit InterCOM 
=-------------. 

COM Child Development Lab day care children visit the lnterCOM newsroom in the LRC. Pictured with 
teacher Marcela Clark, are from Jen Trevor Moseley, Hayleigb Gibson, Dylan Foster and Alejandro Chacon. 
The children stopped by ror a visit while strolling around the COM campus. (Photo by Gina Castro) 

Teachers receive excellence awards 
Cootinued from Page 1---------
G. Bass. dean of Insttuction and Student ~lQJ2menL 

Wellllllgel has been a finalist twice before, in 1992 
and 1993. He also won the Griz Ecken award in 1994. 

"I lilce challenging the students," Wennagel said. "I 
lilce. seeing students rise to tho challenge. I try to teach 
how to think, not what to think." 

Since 1985 it has become a tradition that the outstand
ing instructor receive two plaques and a ceramic mennaid 
vase. One plaque is the Outstanding Instructor plaque and 
the other is called the mennaid plaque. 

The mennaid plaque pictures a mermaid and reads "I 
will make you curiousJ[ will bring out the best in yoo./1. 
am the siren of knowledge." 

The mermaid vase which is black ceramic has been 
passed on from each outstanding teacher winner begin
ning in 1985. The vase is an unusual thing that goes along 
with being outstanding instructor, a conversation piece and 
a tradition, according to Dr. Bass. 

Balloting for Outstanding Instructor began March 29 
and ran through April 10 with 17 locations available on 
campus for students to cast their votes. From these ballots 

five finalists were chosen. 
Three of the five finalises were those who received 

the most votes and 1augh1 clas.ses with more than 50 stu
dents total. The other two spots were reserved for the two 
instructors with smaller classes who received the most 
votes. 

After the five finalists were chosen, the student selec
tion committeeconducled in-class evaluations of the nomi
nees. The committee members were Miche,le Buss, Anhur 
Compton, Melinda Jones, Ramona Mason and David 
Shoup along with the faculty representative who was last 
year's outstanding instnK:tor winner- Rich Nowak. 

The committee visited the classroom of each of the 
nominees and evaluated the instrucror's performance. They 
then tallied the evaluations and detennined the winner. 

Having been chosen as COM's outstanding teacher 
also means Wennagel becomes the college's Piper Profes
SCX" nominee for next year.1be Piper awards are given state
wide to 10 teachers of higher education. Wennagel also 
automatically becomes the faculty representative for the 
decision 'or next year's Outstanding Instructor. 

Wennagel resides in Texas City with family. 

COM considers using duck as new college mascot 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland held an open student forum 
with the deans April 4. It was the second one of the semes
rer. Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student 
Developmen~ and Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of College 
and Fmancial Services. were there to answer questions. 

A duck has been chosen to be COM's mascoL For 
years COM's colors have been blue and white. Since the 
subject of a mascot was under discussion. changing the 
school colors was also proposed. 

The need for more library hours was presented. Dr. 
Bass-said more hours could probably be added if enough 
stodents voiced that need. 

Another issue concerned the flags in front of the Ad
ministration Building A student asked Dr. Bass why they 

• ' 

• 

• 

• 

weren't taken down during rain. He said the flags are 
weatherproofed and be flown di¢ng inclement weather. 
The flags are taken down however during high wind be
cause they coold be damaged . 

Art student, Ray Taylor 
gets appreciation award 
Continued from Page 
didn't sustain more damage due to the quick action 
of the art student Ray Taylor," Marshall added. 

An appreciation certificate was awarded to Tay
lor, former fire fighter with Nacogdoches Fm: De
partmen~ at tho Art Festival on April 20. 
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Tattoos lose stigma: 
regarded as skin art 

Nicole 
Torres 

1n recent years a quiet revolution has taken 
America by storm. In lhc minds of both the young 
and not-so-young. stigmas have been ~ and 
laboos lifted. 

1be result of what some like to dismiss as a 
mere cr.u.e is that tattoo parlors across the country 
have become the modem day Mecca for the 
younger geoeration, and any part or the body that 
will hold ink is getting tattooed. 

Out the window are the beliefs that tattoos are 
for convicts. Hell's Angels types and sailors. 
Today tat100s can be found on accountams, 
lawyers, nurses and students- every walk of life, 
every profession. 

Many people consider tattoos an act of sclf
mutilation, but people who see beauty in tallOos 
like to think of them as body-beautification. 

· People who disappro,,.e of tattooing accuse 
those who get tauoos of trying to be rebels or 
attention seekers. Granted there arc people out 
there who get taUoos merely for the shock value or 
to pick a fight with society, but a vast number see 
tattoos as legitimate pieces of arL 

The human body is a canvas for the tauoocr's 
needle and because the human body offers so few 
places one can't gel a tattoo, your decision on 
body location comes down to who you wam to see 
iL A person concerned with how appropriate a 
tattoo will be in certain situal.ions such as a job 
inlel'Yiew or her we.dding can choose LO get a 
tattoo that is easily concealed. 

I would argue that what tattoo to get and 
where to place it are not necessarily decisions to 
rush into. I thought about it for a while. I wanted 
something that represented my personality, 
something pleasant to look at, something unique 
and something I could be proud or. Two years 
later I'm still satisfied, and the question I ask 
myself now is not should I have done il, but where 
on my bcxly will I get my next tattoo? 

Tattoos have officially gone mainstream. 
Their pennanence makes them more acceptable 
and older generations seem to ha"e a mentality 
that says ... It's not going away, and I'm not 
shelling out the money to remove it, so I might as 
well get used to iL" 

Different kinds of tauoos are showing up on 
different kinds of people. I've seen LatLOOs ranging 
from the lzod alligator to the Polo man and his 
horse to nature scenes LO intricate lribal art. The 
designs range from the simple to the elaborate, the 
plain to the detailed. People who didn't dare get a 
tattoo in their youth because of the stigmas 
eonnecte.d to tattoos are now indulging themselves 
along with college students. 

In a society OOOke.d on quick fixes, sh<Xt-lerm 
commillnents, 30.second soond byleS and clwmel 
surfing, one may wonder whal will happen in 'the 
long run. Do we fully comprehend now that we 
are making a lifetime commitment by getting a 
tattoo, or are we definitely the by-produclS of the 
"Me" geoeration, capable only of making deep 
commiunents to ourselves'! 

• 
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Job fair creates useful 
network for students 
ByMARCEDOO 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland held its Fourth Annual Job 
Fair in the Gym April 19. The goal for each job fair is to 
.. create a network between COM and local employers, so 
the employers will utilize COM students for their job open
ings. said Anthony Hawkins, director of Career Planning 
and Placement and coordinator of Lhe fair 

Hawkins said having a job £air creaLes "an opportu
nity for COM students to have a direct interface with the 
industry," 

This year's job fair drew about 160 COM students, 
and several students obtained interviews with the Univer 
sity of Texas Medical Branch at Gal..,eston and the United 
Parcel Service, among others, Hawkins said. As a result 
of an interview at the fair, one COM student was hired by 
the Pinkerton Detective Agency as a secrewy pending 
completion of the Fundamental Skills program at COM. 

For infonnation regarding job placement or future job 
fairs call Hawkins at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, 
ExL 399. 

Piltk.erton operations manager Ralph Weed helps 
COM student Jeana Barnes fiU out an application for 
Pinkerton Security and Investigation Services. 

(Photo by Gina Castro) 

Women target for violence, rape 
ByMARCEDOO 
Assistant editor 

Violence takes many faces in today's society. The 
ugliest. however, is violent assaults against women. 
Women are raped daily in the United States. Fortunately, 
various organizations ~nd groups are available to help vie· 
timized women. 

Acconling to infor,nation pro..,idcd by the Houston 
Area Women's Center in a March publication. every si~ 
minutes a woman is raped and every hour 16 women con
front rapists. And because many women are ashamed to 
say they have been raped, these statistics may be too low. 

.. Nearly four out of IO women in a national study re
ported lhey had been raped" and "one in seven women in 
the same study reported they had been raped by their hus
bands," the Women's Center publication reports. 

One popular myth about rape is that it occurs among 
strangers. In reality. 60 to 80 percent of women are vic
tims of aquaintance rape. which means the women knew 
their allaCker, the publication reports. 

"'One in every eight college women experienced rape; 
almost 90 percent knew their assailant; more than one third 
did not discuss their experience with anyone; and more 
than 90 pen:ent did not tell lhe police," the Women's Cen
ter also reports. Acquaintance rape happens most frequently 
to women between 15 and 24 years old. 

Date rape is a common fonn of acquaintance rape, 
and happens when a person forces another to have sex as 
part or a date, according to an article in the March 6-12 
eddition or, Comp,ndiwn the College of the Mainland em
ployee newsletter. The article also states that date rape is 
cause.cl by differences in men's and womcn'sauitudeabout 
sex and violence and their differing expectations of rela
tionships. 

Twenty-five percent of all college women have expe
rienced rape or rape attempts, according to Compendium. 
Fony-six percent have reported having unwanted inter· 
course. Ton pen:ent or all rapes are by boyfrieods or ex
boyfriends. Four percent have reported being raped in the 
past six months and most date rapes occurred on college 
campuses. 

So why are men raping and ~aulting women? The 
Bay Area Turning Poinr, a center for abused women, pub
lished a flier that may have some answers ... Men learn 
battering behavior from observing their fathers." Also 
m~ny "boys who grow up in violent homes are more likely 
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to become abusive." 
This violence needs to stop. Fatunately, organizations 

and groups are working diligently to help women who are 
victims. 

A Turning Point information flier states that the 
center's mission is .. to pro..,ide shelter and crisis interven
tion services to women and their children who are victims 
of domestic violeoce and other crisis circumstances that 
lead to lhe need for safe refuge and assisrance." The cen
ter offers a .. time to heal" and .. a turning point in many 
lives." 

Turning Point is a nonprofit center incorporated in 
1991 to serves most of the Clear Lake and surrounding 
area, Maria Longknecker said. 

Even though the center has no shelter to house women 
and their children. many services are available to women 
out of office located on Toxas Highway 3 in Clear Lake. 
For women who need a place to stay accomodations are 
offered at a shelter in Pearland. 

Last year the Turning Point Center helped 1,050 
women; 517 of those women were helped by way of crisis 
calls. The other 433 women were police referrals, women 
and children in group sessions and ooe-on-one couseling 
sessions. 

Turning Point plans to open a shelter soon. 
Longerknecker said. Land has already been purchased and 
a contractor has been hired, but ground has not been bro
ken yeL 

Among the other services the center provides is train
ing for police agencies so they C3l' better help with do
mestic violence "ictims. The center also trains volunteers 
to help women in crisis situations. Longknecker said any
one who would like to help should call the Bay Area Turn
ing Point at (713) 332-1683. 

The Houston Area Women's Center is located at 3101 
Richmond, Suite 150, Houston. The center's number is 
(713) 528-6798. 

HAWC sponsors many activities to help abused 
women. In April lhe center held several sexua! assault pre
vention training programs for both women and men. In 
May the Women's Center is hosting its "Funny People" at 
an annual fund-raiser. This year's event fcalures Wendy 
Liebm!ID, Carol Leifer and Billy D. 

"FUMy People" will be held May 11 at the Westin 
Galleria Hotel Grand Ballroom, 5060 West Alabama. 
1bere will be a silent auction, cocktails from 6 to 7:30 

See Groups Page 11 
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Newt's contract: people or politics? 

Jessamyn 
Denney 

It is ironic that the current speaker of the House of 
Representatives in Washington, D.C .• is not even 
allowed to speak publicly anymore. It seems he always 
ends up with his foot in his mouth. Newt Gingrich, who 
frequcnUy has been regarded as a buffoon, now is 
blowing billows of OOmbast with the so-called .. Contract 
with America" Again and again Gingrich has loudly 
called attention to the contract. spewing grandiose 
proposals in the wake. Gingrich shrouds the issues in 
colorful packaging and eodless rhetoric. 

Behind the facade Of this contract stands a new 
order of .. followers" in the House who are a small 
sampling of people who allow themselves to be told 
what is righL What is not right is Lhal the proposals in 
the contract will end up huning the average-and, of 
coµrse. the below-average income American. Newt 
supports the no pain, oo gain theory; ho"'ever, corporate 
America will not have to soffer, nor will the wealthiest 5 
percent of the country. 

A few examples of the contract proposals include 
reworking welfare with plans of cutting il altogether in 
two years, and giving tax breaks (for the upper-crust) 
that could adversely atTecL proper funding for education 
and Medicare. 

Some changes need to be made in our system and 
people will always disagree about how to make them. 
However, what people need lO realize is that somewhere 
beyond their own backyard, their own careers and even 
beyond their own life spans, there is a big picture. Our 
lives are so infinitely connected, that even the minutest 
change will eventually affect everyone. 

We cannot allow ourselves to believe one .. wanna 
be's" song and dance. Easing the laws for environmenta1 
protection for corporations does not benefit lhe average 
American. Regressing Affirmative Action laws will not 
impro...e racial i5.$Ues for the average American. And 
substantially cutting funding for numerous educational 
programs will not enhance the a ... crage American's life . 

Exactly who is this contract for? It's not for the 
struggling m~ses. And most definitely it is not about 
stabilizing the economy or helping disadvantaged 
people. 

Is this conuact concerned with people or with just 
pushing issues? We must make our own informed 
decisions. This country is ··we the people" not "Newt 
the people." 

Nation's fears may affect democracy 
By DAWN RUNNER 
Guest Reporter 

Is terrorism on the rise in America? F'ust it was lhe 
New York World Trade Center and then the Oklahoma 
City federal building. 

When the bombing in Oklahoma City destroyed the 
federal building, lhc nation was devastated because of 
the number of li..,es lost. We arc still in shock as news 
cover.age shows the wreckage and bodies. Nobody is 
quite sure of the reason behind this horrible act. Timothy 
Mcveigh supposedly committed act of this terrorism to 
revenge die Branch Davidians fiery deaths on the two
year 81Uliversary of the Waco fiasco April 19. 

Whoever bombed the federal building committed an 
act of incomprehensible malice. None or the children in 
that building should have died. 

President Clinton has called for preventive mea
SIU'CS in the future. Congress will now be busy debating 
the proposed anti-terrorist legislation. If this legislation 
passes through Congress, government agencies will ha"e 
more power to investigate possible terrorist groups. The 

• 

problem is that a line has to be drawn to detennine what 
act has the potential for being criminal 

Who is going to draw this line? Where will this line 
be drawn? I don't know. Determining possibilities can 
be a risky endeavor. 

During the late 1940s and early 1950s Joseph 
McCarthy led government agencies in search of commu
nisrs, and the civil rights of many were obstructed. 
Owing the l 960s go ... ernment agencies spied on citizens 
and political groups that had the potential for criminal 
activity. and again people's civil rights were violated. 
Must we travel this path again? The government 
agencies already ha"e enough power, maybe too much. 

The bombing in Oklahoma is a terrible crime, but it 
is not a crime against the go...ernment. It is a crime · 
against the people. IfMcVeigh's target was the govern
ment, he missed. I don't feel lhat this should be an 
excuse to beef up national security even more. An anti
terrorist movement in the government could very well 
disregard some of our civil liberties, such as the freedom 
to (whether it be patriotic or not) peaceably assemble. 
Editor's nolt:Runner is a former InterCOM staf!~mber 
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Smokers catch heat 
over campus litter 

Skip 
Garwood 

On April 17 I went to one of my favorite 
designated smoking areas to enjoy a cigarette and 
talk to fellow students who are smokers and 
nonsmokers. To my surprise, lacked to the table, 
was a letter addressed to me. a smoker. 

1be headline read: .. Attention: All smokers 
(And Anyone Else Interested In Helping Protect 
Smokers Rights)." Since I 'm interested in 
protecting anyooe's righlS, I read the letter. 

It seems once again the College of the 
Mainland Board of Trustees is looking for a way 
to ban smoking on campus. The Board, it seems, is 
upset about the amount or trash, cigarette butts 
and smoking-related items lefl in these areas. So 
we the smokers, considered by many as the plague 
of mankind, are once again reminded of the 
smoking policy and the· Board's decision to permit 
smoking in designated smoking areas only and 
that the smoking areas are kept clean. 

This started me thinking about why the 
smoker has been singled out as the only.litterer. 
The smoking policy issue shvuld be o ... er with. It 
meets all state and federal Jaws, separating 
smokers from nonsmoket's and giving~"eryone a 
healthy envionunent. 

So let's get off the smoker's back, screw our 
heads on right, and look at the real problem: tilter. 
No one is enforcing the littering laws or punishing 
those who do liuer. Also no orie is cleaning up lhe 
mess. Most e"eryone on campus I've talked to 
thinks we have a beautiful campus and dislikes 
litter just as much as the Board or Trustees does . . 
But there are a few who don't gi"e ad~. They 
not only ~w butts and smoking-related items on 
the ground, they also throw down soda cans, 
candy wrappers, chip bags and hambwxer sacks 
without thinking twice about it. 

These few hollow-headed, disrespectful 
people are the ones who are making those who Lry 
to clean up after themselves look bad. We ruwe the 
laws, so let's get the campus police out there 
writing fines and enforcing the laws. 

As a maintenance supeIVisor for some 15 
years pior to coming to COM, it's not unusal for 
me to walk around campus noticing that trash is 
not being cleaned up. 

1be smoking areas are not cleaned on a 
regular basis and sometimes trash lies around 
these areas for two weeks or more or until the 
wind blows it elsewhere. I see the gum that is 
stuck forever to the walkways and stairways with 
no one even attempting to clean it up. I see'Rang 
writing on the walls that has beet) lhcre for more 
than a month. And as I walk around Lake Eckert I 
notice trash that has been there so long it has 
finally decomposed .. A dead duck lay next to the 
lake so long that the only thing Jefl was just 
feathers and bones. Finally the last big rain 
washed it off to the bottom of the lake. I could go 
on but my intent is not to make anyone look like 
the bad guy. 

So let's not pick on one group. The smokers, 
gum chewers, soda drinkers and candy eaters 
should pick up after themselves .. This problem is 
e"eryone's problem: students, faculty, mainte
nance crews, custodians and even the Board of 
Trustees. We must all stand together and put litter 
in its place and those responsible for it in theirs. 
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Michael Gan.a is pictured with his ~ughter, Jackie, 
who holds the envelope with the $150 scholarship 
awarded to him by the Student Art A.m:K:iation dur
ing the opening or the Student Art Show held in con
junction witb the Annual Art Festival April 20. 

(Plloto by Jes.samyn Denney) 

Will it be an audit or 
will it be a refund? 
Dy SKIP GARWOOD 
Staff Reporter 

Each ycm 2 to 3 percent of American taxpayers re
ceive an offer from the government they can't refuse. A 
letter usually appears in your mail box requesting your 
presence" at the nearest Internal Revenue Service olfice 
for an audit of your personal tax return. 

Don't panic! It's probably not as bad as you think.As 
you read your audit request, a dozen questions usually pop 
into your head. Why did they pick me? Whal did I do 
wrong? How much is it going to cost me? 

The IRS usually docsn 't just pick people at random. 
The IRS selects you when your tax rewm figures just don t 
make much sense when analyzed by their compulers. When 
that happens, IRS puts a "red flag" on the return, which 
means your will be looked at a little closet For instance if 
you donate$5,000 to a charity and have an income of only 
$15,000, you're a gcxxl candidate for an audit. Because 
most Americans don't donate that much money wiLh so 
little income, the IRS computers puts a red flag on your 
tax return. If you have the documenLS to prove lhat you 
actually gave $5,000and spent no more then $10,()(X), you 
should survive the audit in one piece. If th.e audit is of a 
tax return you fded last year or the year before and the 
IRS finds an error on it, your cost is usually kept to a 
minimum, depending on the amount of lhe erroc You most 
likely will have to pay the taxes you owe plus the interest 
and penalties. If the tax error is on an older return then the 
interest and penalties could add up to a tidy sum. 

If you already have received you request for an audit 
and don't know what to do and arc about to spend money 
on a tax lawyer or a CPA, first go to your local library and 
check out a book and read up on what to ex peel. It is not 
as hard as you would think to prepare for the audit your
self and you may decide to fo.iget about the tax lawyer or 
CPA. The College or the Mainland Library has two grcut 
books on this subjec~ Slalld Up 10 the IRS and How to 
Survive A Tax Audit. 

So don't panic if you are one of the lucky ones to 
receive an audit request instead of lhat long awaited tax 
return. If you can prove your return is correct. you'll get 
the refund you were waiting for to use as down payment 
on that new car or that long overdue v.acat.ion. . 

COM Art Festival a 'real success' 
Dcspile cloudy skies and intermittent showers, lhe 

College or the Mainland Arts Festival held in the FineArts 
Building April 20 was a "real success". 

The festival, sponsored by the StudentArt Associa
tion, featwed an all-day student an sale live enrenainmeot 
throughout the day. The evening culminated with perfor
mances by various groups as well as the opening of the 
COM Student Art Show in the Fine Arts Gallery. A schol
arship and a certificate of appreciation were awarded at 
the opening. 

"I'm excited about winning," said COM art student 
Michael Garza or the $150 scholarship the Student Art 
Association awarded him. Gana said he was happy IO see 
that a scholarship is being otfered in art. So much money 
goes into expanding technology, he said that it's good to 
see some go to preserve culture through art 

COM art student Ray Taylor was awarded a certifi
cate by the Visual and Performing Arts Team for 
extinguinshing a fire in the Fine Arts Gallery April 11. 
"His quick action prevented a potentional disaste.i;" said 
COM art professor James Templer in presenting the cer
tificate. A piano in a recent exhibit by Bogdan Perynski 
caught on fire when cables connected to it shorted ouL 

The student show which closed May 1 featured pho
tographs, sculptures, paintings, drawings and ceramics by 
COM an students. The works displayed were primarily 

produced during the spring semester an classes. 

COM art Professor Janet Hassinger provided tech
niques in watercolor painting and Sandy Bogus of Lhe 
graphic ans department gave a multi-media presentation 
showing how technology has impacted the field or com

mercial art. 
Other demonstrations included charcoal drawing, oil 

and acrylic painting. sculpture, ceramics and poru-ait pho
tography using a huge-format camera. 

Musical entertainment was provided all da)( The an 
festival fealUred Brazialian pianist Vania Pimentel, a cham
ber music recital, a flute choir and a saxophone ensemble 
perfonnance, the COM Jazz Combo and the Gentlemen 
Songsters. Also well-known saxophonist BobbyWalSon 
gave a free clinic. 

By theendo[theday, the an sale raised approximately 
$1,000, according to COM art Professor Betty Palifka, 
sponsor of the StudcntAn Association. After artist fees of 
$900 are paid, the rest win go toward art scholarships, 
workshops and future art e'r'ents. 

Polifkasummed up the festival saying it was wondef 
ful. Most of the an students participated and she was de
lighted by the many people who visited the fest. 

Jessamyn Denney, Melissa Franklin, Skip Garwood and 
Mike Mikes contributed to this story. 

Hunter assists students in LRC computer lab 
Dy MIKE MILES 
Start Reporter 

Many know Oint Hunter only as the manager 
of lhe "writing lab," the computer lab in the College 
or the Mainland Leaming Resources Center. Every
one in the LRC is used to seeing him help students 
learn more 'about computers. 

Hunler teaches 10 different writing labs and also 
teaches non-course TASP remediation in both writ
ing and reading.keeps his lab extremely broad-based 
serving humanities, social sciences, business and 
journalism. However, Hunter's primary focus is serv
ing students who frequent the lab. 

Being a teacher is the culmination of a long and 
winding journey which began for Hunter not far from 
here. A brief glimpSC into his world reveals a man 
who has achieved a great deal over ihe years to bring 
him full circle to fulfill a dream. 

Born in Houston, Hunter attended and gradu
ated from Stephen F. Austin High School. His par
ents moved him to Arlington, outside of Dallas, 
where he began college at Arlington State College. 
There he met his wife of 35 years, Dixie, the daugh
ter of a retired Air Force lieutenant colonel. 

Hunter spent more than 20 years in business and 
industry. He has worked in quality management. 
production planning, inventory control and even has 
spent a short Lime working as an industrial engineer. 

His involvement with computers began about 
15 years ago when his employer began computeriz
ing accounting and inventory control. Hunter admits, 
''I'm not a t.echnical person; I'm a computer user." 
Greg Zak, the lab assistant is the computer wiz. 

During his travels, Hunter earned a bachelor's 
degree in social sciences from Thomas Edison Col
lege in Princeton, NJ. Some time later, he earned 
his master's degree from California State UQiver
sity· Dominguez Hills, Carson (a suburb of Los An
geles). 

When Hunter and his wife returned to Hous
ton, he was no longer satisfied with his career. So. 
with his wife's blessing, "I just upandqUit." He then 
began oo make his dream reality and went oo work 
for the Harris County Departme!ll or Education in 

• 
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their Adult Basic Education Depanment. Two years 
ago Hunter came oo COM. 

One of his proudest achievements is his library 
of Texas litetature. He ex.plains. "When you're a 
native Tex.an and you go to New Jersey and you go 
to Memphis and you go IO all these places ... I 
really cherish my roots here, my Texas roots." 

Hunter and his wife have three children. The 
oldest son, David, holds a doctorate in computer 
science and teaches in Virginia. Their daughter, 
Donna, a graduate of Baylor University in Waco, is 
married and lives in Dallas. Their youngest son, Ri
chard. is a respiratory therapist in Houston. They 
also have three grandchildren, Donna's children. 

LRC computer writing lab manager Clint Hunter 
helps COM student DeAnnTurnerwith her com
puter work. Hunter teaches 10 writing labs in L-
148 and supervises students who come into the 
!ab on a drop-in basis. (Photo by Gina Casbu) 

• 

Student Paul Cooper blocks Jerry Bryant's jump shot 
during the COM Annual Student vs. Employee Bas
ketball game held April 21.Students triumphed over 
the employees 46-43. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 
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To mosh or not to mosh: that is the question 

Maree. 
Doo 

Crowd surfing, mosh pit, slam dancing and 
stage diving are common terms in the language of 
14 oo 29 year olds. Still many people young and 
old do not have any idea what these words mean. 

A mosh pit is an area in front of a slage where 
,a bunch of people slam dance and crowd surf. 

Still unclear? Picture an area about the size of 
an average empty living room. This is the size of 
lhe mosh pit. Fill lhis space with wall to wall 
people -- standing room only. slamming their 
bodies against one another, and you have slam 
dancing or mashing. In the midst of the mashing 
crowd are others picking up people and passing 
them from person to person above their heads.This 
is crowd surfing. 

While crowd surfing is going on, some people 
are climbing onto the stage and diving into the 
crowd, allowing themselves to be caught and 
passed along from hand to hand by those in the 
pit This is stage diving. 

All of this can be dangerous. That is the point. 
Mashing is meant to be dangerous because it gives 
an adrenalin rush; as a result, people do not feel 
the bumps, kicks and punches. 

The pit allows people to work olf their anger 
and pent-up eneigy. Yet, the pit is not complelely 
chaotic and dangerous. People in the pit work hard 
to avoid potential injuries. Many bands even stop 
the show if a fist fight breaks out. 

Some bands such as Osmant. a Houston band, 
start the show by asking the mashers to take it 
easy and watch out for those who are there just to 
see the performance. Osmant also plays a few 
slow songs so those in the pit can calm down. 

Still other bands such as Green Da); a popular 
punk band do not like the pit. Green Day-S lead 
singer Billy Joe was reported by MTV to say he 
did not like moshing and does not know why 
everyone does it 

Numbers, a Houston c1ub, prohibits moshing 
at its concerts. 

I believe that everyone should be allowed to 
mash, as long as people do not gel out of conb"Ol. I 
personally ao nm mosh and am happy just to stand 
relatively close to the stage and watch the perfoF
mance. That way I do not get bumped too much or 
worse, trampled. 

I'd much rather the mashers work out their 
anger in the pit than with a gun. 

Sparky Koerner's enthusiasm for music contagious 
By CAROL BOONE 
Staff Reporter 

His given name is Harry Albert Koerner, but every
one calls him Sparky. If you were to meet him you would 
know why. He has a "spark" and enthusiasm for music 
that is contagious to anyone who is around him. Koerner 
has been a College of the Mainland music instru<;tor for 
the last 12 years. In adP,ition, he directs the stUdent jazz 
group, theCOMJazzCombo,and the BrassGuild,agroup 
of musicians from the community. 

Koerner has always loved music. After a stint in the 
Air Force during the Vietnam era he started his music edu
cation at Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge. There 
he worked his way through college by playing in a dance 
band, working wedding receptions and such. From LSU 
he received his bachelor's degree in music, majoring in 
trumpet and minored in French horn. His interest in music 
drew him to the University of North Texas in Denton where 
he earned his master's degree in music educaciori, with 29 
additional hours toward his doctoral degree. 

Koerner came to COM as a part-time instructor in 
1983 but soon became full-time in COM's Humanities and 
Fine An Division. He teaches courses in beginning and 
advanced music theory, individual trumpet and French 
horn, music improvisation and Jazz Ensemble Combo 
(credit class for the COM Jazz Combo). 

Of the COM Jazz Combo Koerner mid, ''This current 
group of student musicians is the most talented I have seen 
yet. .. The Jazz Combo has performed at Galveston County 
Intercollegiate Conference contests and at several music 
festivals.The group also has performed at public and pri
vate evenLS. At the Hill Country Jazz Festival in San 
Marcos. the Jazz Combo received an outstanding perfor
mance plaque on Feb. 5. The festival was sponsored by 
Southwest Texas Stale University. On April 20, the Jazz 
Combo played at lhe COM's Arts Festival with guest art
ist Bobby Watson.jazz musician and well-known alto saxo
phonist. 

Koerner's interest in students and music has led him 
IO actively recruit high school stUdents through notices sent 
out to area high schools. Koerner was instrumental in cre
ating a music scholarship through money raised from the 
Jazz Combo's performances. This money is put into a 
scholarship fund. Koerner believes that students should ' . '.,.,_ .... __ ' ,, , ... -,~- .,.-.. , ... ' .. ~.-.,. "•'·-"•' 

not have to worry about working part Lime to earn money. 
but rather should concentrate on their music. The music 
scholarship enables students to do that. Koerner added that 
a student does not have to bea music major to be awarded 
a scholarship. 

When Koerner is not teaching he is performing or 
perfecting his craft. He has played locaJly in the Galveston 
Jazz Festival and currently plays in the Galveston Sym
phony Orchestra. To keep his skill refreshed, Koerner prac• 
tices two hours a day. · 

Since 1985 Koerner has been the music coordinator 
for lhe Colonel, a paddlewheel boat out of Galveston. In 

that capacity he IS responsible for hiring musicians for the 
various cruises. and he also ~rforms. 

This year Koerner will play for the Galveston Out
door Musicals' production of Brigadoon and West Side 
Story as part of the band. 

Koerncr's main interest is music, but he also enjoys 
photography and swimming. He takes pictures of band 
events, among other things. He also has studied Tae Kwon 
Do karate. Koerner and his wife Chris have three chil
dren: Aaron, 15; Hcather,13 and Chad. 9. The family re
sides in Texas City. Kocrner's mother still lives in Pittsburg. 
Pa. 

~embers or the COM Jazz Combo, underdiffction' or music professor Sparky Koerner were recognized indi
v,d~ally and collectively at the Hill Country Jazz Festival in San Man:os Feb. S. Each student in the combo 
receiv~ outstanding solo certificates and the combo overall received an Outstanding Performance Plaque. Koerne~ 
center, IS surrounded, from left, by Atushi Osada,bas;, Stephen Lopez, guitar;, EricTbompson, pen:ussion;, Ja. 

_,~n-Ca,n~'-' ~ ~i~J .~miro ~~~t.~?pho~~~ .. ~d Rodney ~le~, k~~rd. 
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Sports/Features 

Students slam employees 46-43 in hoop tourney 
By MELISSA FRANKLIN 
Starr Reporter 

No, it is not the NBA! It is the College or the Main
land Annual Employees vs. Students Basketball Game. 

The students won the game with a score of 46-43. 

"'The teachers argued a lot, and they did not work to
gether as a team although they were ahead until near the 
eod of the game," COM student player Larry Mccorkle 
said. '"TIiey were out of shape and their tongues were drag
ging." 

Anthony Hawkins, direcoor of Career Planning and 
Placement. said, "'The game was very competitive." He 
added. "I appreciate Maryann's (Urick) support in lhe 
game." 

The employees vs. students basketball gam~ has been 
held annually in the spring for a number of years, said 
Urick, coordinator of Recreational Programs. In order for 
students to participate in this event,. they must participate 
in a tryout game first 

Students who panicipaled in the game wc::n, Jennainc 
Thomas, McCorkle, Ollie Jones. Darnell Morris, Eddie 
Canales, Tige Comelius,Ashton Jackson, Paul Coopea-and 
Corey Yancy. 

Students beat employees 46-43 in the annual basketball tournament April 21. Shown with their trophies are front 
row from left, Ollie Jones, Darnell Morris, Ashton Jackson, Jermaine Thumm and Eddie Canles. Back row from 
left, Tige Cornelius, Larry McCorkle, Paul Cooper, Corey Yancy and Trey Ricbardson.(Pboto by Maryann Urick) 

COM employees were Jerry Bryan~ Michael Cady, 
Galen Hayward, Michael Judge, Ali Ravandi, Troy Terrell, 

, Larry Edwards, Tony PCeiffer and Anthony Hawkins. 

Seagulls speak out about Quack Quacker's remarks 
By SKIP GARWOOD --------- our side of the story. Because I've been allowed to speak may get you. Thal however, is another story I'll have to 
Starr Reporter out, a large movement underway by GAS (Gulf coast As- tell you about some olher t~e. Now I must go. 

socialion for Seagulls) has been stopped. GAS had planned Oops, sorry for that white spot on the back of your 

Since the March/April 
issue of lnterCOM has 
come out the phones have 
been ringing off the hook at 
both the lnterCOM news 
office and the National 
Birdwatch Society main of
fice. lt seems lhe seagulls 
are up in arms about the 
staLement Quack Quacker 
made in the article .. Mr. 
Quackcr shares his thoughts 
on COM" about the seagulls. 

lnte,COM reporter Skip 
Garwood speaks with 
Sea Salty Sally. 

So in keeping with good journalism, lnterCOM 
offered to hear the seagulls' side of the story. 

Again Bill Featherhcad, renowcd birdwatcher and 
translator for the National Birdwatch Society was asked 
tu translate what the seagulls had 10 say. 

Hello, rm Sea Salty Sally elected spokcsgull for the 
seagulls of the surrounding areas. Who does Quader 
think he is by asking, "Who invited the seagulls"? 

We were here long before the domestic duck came 
around. Long before this college or any of the surround
ing areas were built, we were here. Our great great 
ancestors used to come inland to rest, drink fresh waler 
and get away from the winler winds of the Gulf. 

We are the ones who should be asking who invited 
the ducb, but we believe there is room for all. 

We_ also appreciate people feeding us bread; it's a 
real delicacy to us. Do you know what it's like to wake 
up every day, knowing you 're going to cat fish for 
breakfast, lunch and dinner--again and again. 

Then there is that comment Quacker made about 
little white spots everywhere. What can l say execpL it's 
just an act of naJ,ure. Believe me we don't really take 
high altitude bombing practice; ii just can't be helped. 

I want to thank the/ nterCOM for allowing me to teU 

• 

to have freedom marches and demostrations here on the shirt. I guess I should ha'Je flown around you rather than 
COM campus, and you know how young seagulls and over youuuuuuu. 
young ducks are, lhere would probably have been lrouble. 

It will soon be warmer and most of us gulls will re,. 

twn to coastal areas for lhe summer, so if I don't see you 
again till next [all, keep up the good work and thanks again 
for letting us speak out 

There is a small warning I would like to leave with 
your readers. Have YQII ever seeii a few of the seagulls 
and ducks hopping around on one leg? Well, thal's be
cause of the creature at the bottom o[Lake Eekert, so don't 
let you children wade or swim in the lake. The creature 

Plant sale slated for May 3 
Green thumb or brown thumb, come one, come all to 

the plant sale on Wednesday, May 3, in the College of the 
Mainland greenhouse 9 am. w noon. The greenhouse is 
located in the Science Building. 

The COM biology department and Phi Theta Kappa 
are spcmoring the sale with proceeds going for a micro
wave oven. The plants were donated by Dr. Roy Rhame, 
COM biology professor. 

• 

InterCOM, May 1995, Page 5 

Graphic art students show off team project History celebrated 
By MELISSA FRANKLIN 
Starr Reporter 

The 22nd Annual Cinco de Mayo Festival at College 
of the Mainland is set for Thursday, May 4. 

Authentic pre-Columbian artifacts and original ~s
torieal documents of Mexico and Texas will be on display 
in the Leaming ResoW"Cc Center Library from 8 a.m. to 6 
p.m. 

A musical concert by •1.,a Ttpica." a ladies instrumen
lal music troupe. who have been pla}'ing traditional Mexi
can folk songs on concert tours throughout the Southwest 
since the 1940s, will be held in the LRC breezeway be· 
tween the library and the LRC auditorium (L-131) from 6 
p.m. tu 7 p.m. 

"Ballet Folklorico Traditional" under the direction of 
Marra Montemayor, will be perfonned in Lhe LRC Audi
torium from 7 to 8 p.m. 

This will be followed by a concert of Mexican 
mariachi music perfonncd by Marilu Gonzales and "Los 
Gallitos" from 8 to 9 p.m. 

COM students Diane Wilbur and Veronica Hone rmisb a team project in their graphic art class located in the 
Technical-Vocational Building for the YMCA day camps. Their designs will be used next year for the YMCA 
children's T-shirts. (Photo by Jessamyn Denney) 

The Cinco de Mayo Festival commemorates the vic
tory of the Mexican forces, led by General Ignacio 
Zaragoza (born in Goliad, Texas) over the French forces, 
led by General Lorencez, oo Puebla May 5, 1862. 

Today the Cinco de Mayo festival is a symbol of the 
celebration of the Mexican-American culLUral heritage. 

Services available 
for disabled students 
By CAROL BOONE 
Starr Reporter 

ln order to reach aJI segments of the student popula
tion, the College of the Mainland Special Student Services 
offers specific aid to disadvantaged students. Services arc 
available fa students with learning disabilities, visual or 
hearing impairment and various heallh problems. Studcms· 
recovering from substance abuse arc served according to 
Special Students Services pamphlet, published by COM. 

1be mission of the Special Student Services as stated 
in the pamphlet "is to provide each student with the re
sources necessary to complete his/her coursework and/or 
degree plan." 

According to librarian Bob Slaney, the Learning Re
source Center provides visual aids, such as a talking cal
culator, a Sharp CaSSCtte player/recorder wilh braille let
tering and magnifying glasses. These items can be obtained 
through the circulation desk. An Optelcc Closed Circuit 
TV wilh enlarged print for the visually-impaired also is 
available in the reference section. 

1he COM police station, located in the Administra
tion Building, furnishes wheelchairs and handicapped park
ing pennits for those who need them. Security also pro
vides remote control door openers for disabled students. 

1he Special Student Services pamphlet states that the 
COM business department has Vista and Ven-Plus Voice 
computer plOgrams for visually impaired studcnLS. The 
Vista program enlarges the screen print size and the Vert
Plu~ Voice reads screen material for the student. 

Barbara Crews, Special Student Services coordina
tor, said that individuals willing Lo read to visually-im
paired srudents are available as well as note-takers and 
intespreters for hearing-impaired students. Sign language 
interpreters may be requested in advance from Special 
Student Services Office. 

Special Student Services also supplies information on 
financial aid, counseling and referral sources as well as 
existing services for the disabled that eat'I be obtained at 
the state, federal and community levels. At this time Lhe 
only assistance available to the HIV-positive students are 
referral services. 

For more infonnation, please contact Crews at (409) 
9:,3.qn_ Q! (713) ,280}991, ExL 470,496 or 2(5. 

• 
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Brown bag series offers support for women 
Dy NICOLE TORRES 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland offered the final install
ment of the Women in Support Brown Bag Series April 
6. How to Cope with the Suicide of a Loved One was 
the subject of this seminar. 

Janice Heckman. a licensed therapist with the 
Galveston County Family Services, has been giving the 
lecrures for about five years. 

According to Barbara Crews, coordinator of Dis
abled Student Services, the Brown Bag Series began in 

the "mid-80s" when it became apparent that '"women 
students needed additional support to get them to come 
to COM and stay enrolled." 

Although the series is geared lOward women, men 
also are invited 

Other topics Heckman has covered during this se
mester include a three-part series on effective commu
nication, strengthening step families and helping chil
dren cope with death. 

Brown Bag has covered a plethora of topics since 
it began. "l try to think of things that are relevant and 
helpful to women of today." Heckman said. 

InterCOM staff shares a laugh 

., 

lnterCOM staff members enjoy comradery while putting the finishing touches on stories to be placed in the 
March is.sot or tht lnte_rCOM, Pictured rrom Jert, Barbara E. Lewis, managing editor; standing, Jessamyn 
Denney, reporter; Skip Garwood, reporter; and Maree Doo, assistant editor. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
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Campus Life 
COM student Duran 
visits Spain's king 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Mangalng Editor 

Who among us has been entertained by royalty or 
would ever expect to be? College of the Mainland student 
Jamie Antonio Duran and his parents have been. 

Duran, who was born in Spain on the island of 
· Mallorca in the Balearic Archipelago, came to live in th~ 

-- , ..... United States 16 years ago. Duran retains his Spanish citi
zenship because he does not want to go back to his molh
crland as a vWtor, and some day he wants to return to live 
there. He was 5 when his family came here, and even 
though Duran has fOnd memories of his years here in 
America. they will never replace his love for his home
land. 

Duran and his parents are still loyal subjects to King 
Juan Carlos I and Queen Sofia of Spain. They belong to 
an organization called Lhe Granadcros and Damas De 
Galvez, ordes of the Houston Chapter. Duran became a 
member in 1991 and now holds lhe position of secretary, 
King Juan Carlos.Admiral Erik Martel of the Spanish navy 
and Charles Barrera of San Antonio founded lhe organi
zation in I 976. 

ibe men dress in the traditional uniform which anny 
General Bernardo De Galvez wore when he was sent by 
the Spanish crown to help the colooics in the American 
Revolutionary War. The women wear Ooor length capes. 
The organization's goal is to J>rOClaim De Galvez as one 
of the greatest heroes of America's War for Independence. 
His name now appears in textbooks as one of America's 

" heroes and several cities now honor his memory on July 
23, his birth dale. 

· This semester Duran made an unexpected trip to Spain 
in late February because of a family illness. While there, 
lie joined 12 other organi1.3tion members all dressed in 
the traditional-unifonn and visited the American Embassy. 
Ambassador Richard Gardner and his wife Danielle were 
their hosts at a continental breakfast Then it was off to the 
palace where the group were gueslS or Lhe royal family. 

Information about aid 
gives students false scare 
B7SKIPGARWOOD 
Slalr Report..-

'lbonocent scare about the lo.ss of -and fed. 
eml aid IOsupportcducatioo such as dJt much used 
Fedelal Pell Onmt was just Iha~ aSCIIJ'C. 

'I.be~ and misleading inl'umation 
lhat ... apidly around campus bad many -
deats woaicd-dleirfllllll'O ed11catioa and what 
lhefllllln>wouldboldfortbcmpenonally. 'J.bcquick 
rally II) ttnllS called by die ColJep of die Mainland 
SfllllealAclivllicsandStudel>1~p,ovidcd 
90ffl0illlsolldelsloo and misleading informaiicm. 

SIDllents must uadenland !hat fw:al,ae of the 
jll\lSIIIIR;!)IIIOII lhe fedeml govemmellllOCUI spend
irw in the future, some 11JJe of chance may becom
irw lhal will 1101 cmly all'ect COM Slllllents but also 
dJt eollego iUelf. As a resuh, it is very imponant at 
dlis lime to keep the lilcls slraighL 

Rebecca Miles, director of COM Financial Aid 
staled. ~lwillnotifythellllltCOMofanynewswor
lhy infclnnation I have concerning changes in the 
Financial Aid program as I bear aboo1 them." She 
added Iha! lhe 199S--96awards for the 'Federal Pell 
Onmt will not be alTOCICd. 

As students, it is also importaAI to let our 
repersentativcs and aenatorS know our thoughts 
about changes in lhe educa1lon benefits. 

• 

• 

• 

Spain's King Juan Carlos I, on left, shakes bands with COM student Jamie Anton~ Duran,.~ in official garb 
of members or the Granaderas and Damas De Galvez, rounded in 1976 by tbe king; Admiral Erik M~rtel or the 
Spanish navy and Charles Barrera or San Antonio in. Duran flew to Spain in late February ror a ramilily illness. 

They were received by King Carlos, who had his arm in a 
sling due toa skiing injury, and his wife Queen Sofia, who 
is the second cousin of Prince Philip, the husband of Queen 
Eiizabelh n of England. 

Last year Duran literally bumped into Ute king's sis
ter Princess Pilar while shopping in Ute Sama Catalina 
market in Mallorca. As Duran explained, "It's very 
crowded and people can hardly move without bumping 
intooomeone." 

When Duran and his parents auended the 1992 
Mayor's Gala in Houston at the Hyatt Regency, King 
Carlos' daughter Princess Elena was the guest of honor. 

When Duran speaks about his motherland, as he calls 
it, his face lights up. "Spain will always hold a special 
place in my heart because it is rich in culture and has a 

history that spans lhousands of years. Spain is not just a 
place, it is a fulfillment of a dream, and I am happiest when 
I am !here. It is a place full of warm people and traditions 
that have been carried down through generations." 

This semester Duran has given two speeches in one 
of Roger Stallings' speech classes. His fust speech was 
about the colorful history of Spain, and the other was a 
demonstration of how to make Sangria, a wine punch. 
Since alcohol is not permitted on campus, he subslitllled 
red Kool-Aid for red wine in the pwicb. Duran saidever,
one in his family likes to make the punch. This led _Ill a 
story abonl his Aunt Rufina making _the punch one ume. 
She kept sampling it and the next thing lhe family knew 
she was out wading in the river. · 

Duran is working toward a degree in business and 
helping in the family restaurant Mallorca 's, in Kemah. 

Condensed courses speed up gr~duation 
By NICOLE TORRES 
Staff Reporter 

A common problem facing college students these days 
is how to get an associates degree fro College of the Main- · 
land in two years. Most students are finding this a nearly 
impossible iask.And nearly all deal wilh the dilemma of 
how to cram enough hours into each semester to achieve 
!heir goal. • 

Several COM deparunents offer a variation on the tra
ditional semester and alternate methods for getting more 
credits within a limited time period. 

Some of lhese variations include weekend college. the 
spring mini-session, condensed summer school and con
densed courses wilhin the long semesters.The deparunents 
of social sciences and real eslate are among those that of
fer accelerated courses. 

Rich Nowak, Real &1ateTeam leader, has been teach
i~g lheacceleraieaclass fonnatsince 1980. Over the course 
of a semester, he offers five classes each of which meets 
four days a week for four hams and lasts three weeks. 
After using this format for 15 years, Nowak says he secs 
many benefits and that through feedback from students he 
feels "adults want to learn this way." 

Some of Ute benefits of his accelera!,Cd courses in
clude the opponunity to register throughout the semestet 
a less hectic end of the semester with only one final as 
opposed to five, and a more student friendly program thal 
"helps students finish what they started." 1 

Susan Plasek, Child Development instructol also has 
experience with accelerated courses, having ofered them 

·, 

,. 
• 

• 
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lhroughout the long semesters and condensed summer 
school. The spring mini-session which lasts for three weeks 
is also a condensed course. which Plaserhas taught 

Plasck said that when choosing coursei to condense 
she tends to look for wheth'2' a class lends itself to having 
physical activity as well as lecture time. 

Bolh Plasek and Nowak agree lhat teaching the con
densed cours~ is more demanding.And Nowak believes 

one reason that the condensed format has not caught on 
more quickly is that instructors are neilher trained nor ac
customed u, lecturing for much longer than an hour and a 
half at a time. The accelerated courses "take a lot ~ore 
pre-planning on the part of the instructo~" Plasek said . 

Nowak feels that Ute diversified students who now 
attend college are not as well-served by the traditional 16-
week semester as the less diversified students of the past 

"The contemporary model of education d~s not fit 
the model of contemporary students," Nowak said. He 
describes non-traditional students as those who are over 
25, work and possibly are married and have children. 

Some limitations are placed on the courses that can 
be offered, however. Plasek said that because or the time 
needed to concentrate on material in lab classes, these 
classes are difficult to condense because srndents need 
plenty of time to absorb Ute material. 

• 
• 

Bmh Plasek and Nowak state that.tbeir condensed 
fonnats have met with much success. NOwak. attribu~s 
his low drop-out rate to the fact that students can easily 
see the end of the course after just the first few days. 

Olher ways to get additional credits in order to gradu
See COM Page 7 
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Student Nursing Association best in state 

COM nursing student Marcie Suitt, center, with student nurse advisers Dianne Gasano, MS, RNC, on right, 
and Tom Hawkins,, RN, MSN, CNA, on left, was named Student of the Year for the state o~Texas at a recent 
Texas Nursing Student Association state convention. The COM chapter or the Texas Nursmg Student Asso
ciation was named chapter or the year and chapter with the most projects completed. 

COM begins 10-week summer weekend college 
ate in a, reasonable length of time include lhe weeken~ 

college and conderuled summer school. Weekend college 
offers co~ for several hours Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sunday afternoons. 

The weekend college which began September I 994 
offers more convenient times to attend classes according 
to Alexander Pratt, coordinator of the weekend college. 
Prall believes the one day a week offerings are "beneficial 
to people with other responsibilities." 

People who benefit from the weekend college include 
those who wort and can't devote time to school during 
the week, those residents of Houston who have dificulty 
making evening courses during lhe week because of lhe 

· driving distance and work, and those parents who have 
difficulty coordinating baby-sitters and sparing time du, 
ing the week. 

Anolher service olfered by lhe weekend college is 
COllCWTClltenrollment for high school students. Dickinson 
High School srudents currently have the opponunity to 
attend COM on the weekends and receive college hours 
while completing requirements for their high school di
ploma. 

This year for lhe first time, COM will also ofer week· 
end college during summer school. Eight courses will be 
offered, each meeting eitlter on Friday. Saturday or Sun
day and continuing for 10-12 weeks. 

Pratt would like to see extended oft"crings of week
end college, promising that Lhe expansion will be as g~t 
as the student demand. He also hopes that wilh growmg 

studen1 demand, srudent services such as lhe bookstore 
and the admissions office also will lengthen their hours to 

meet the students' growing needs. 
Dr. Lee McGriggs, a member of Ute Social Science 

Team, has taught both history and government in week
end college ... ~ weekend college is essential to pro~id
ing students an opportunity to obtain a quality cducauon 
at a time they are most accessible. 

Dr. McGriggs also feels that the students involved in 

weekend college bring much to the classroom environ-: 
ment with their many diversified life experiences. 

Like Pratt, Dr. McGriggs forecasts the expansion of 
weekend college, citing that fer most working people week
end college is the only means of wtaining a degree. . 

Dr. McGriggs would like to see courses orered m 
sequence so students can complete their degree programs 
in a reasonable length of time. 

Piasek said that in the past Child Development also 
has successfully condensed summer school by orer1ng 
courses for three weeks meeting several hows a day wilh 
bolh a morning and an afternoon class available. Thus, 
students could conceivably receive six hours of credit in 
three weeks. 

Although most courses at COM are stiU ofcred in the 
traditional long semester, close to two dozen courses are 
offered in the accelerated fonnat. Nowak would like to 

· see more research in the future into the benefits of the con
. densed courses and feels that through increased o[erings 
of Ute accelerated courses .. student satisfaction can be op
timized." 

COM commencement held at La Marque High 
The College of the Mainland commencement will be 

held Friday, May 5, al 7:30 p.m. in the La Marque High 
School auditorium. 

Priscilla Hargrave, a graduating nursing student and 
Spencer Gould, who will receive his diploma in general 
studies, will be the two featured student speakers. Soloist 
Tracy Ross, a fonner COM student and gradute of Uni
versity of Dayton, in Dayton Ohio, will also be f"!'tured. 

Other groups performing include lhe COM choir, and 

• 

• 

Sparky Koerner and t4e COM Jazz Combo. 

Grad!Jation rehearsal will be held Thursday, May 4, 
at 5:30 in the La Marque High School auditorium. 

Students need to be at high school by 6:45 p.m. to 
line up. Invitations, caps and gowns will be available in 
the COM Bookstore until May 4. 

For more information contact Carol Casper in lhe 
Admissions Off,ce at (409) 938-)211 or (713) 280-3991, 
ExL488. 

• 
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Student govei;-nment 
attends convention 

Until last fall, College of the Mainland had not had a 
student government for 12 years. One of its first accom
plishments was to become active in the Texas Junior Col
lege Student Government Association. As a l"CSult COM 
Student Government participated in lhe TJCSGA state con
vention held at the Hilton in Austin, March 30 through 
April 2. While there the group was elected to office of 
secretary for Region V. 

Ten junior colleges in the Gulf Coast area make up 
Region V. Each school has a chance to run for office dur
ing a regional meeting at the state convention each 
year.COM Student Govemml!nt adviser Jrunes Shippy has 
been involved with TJCSGA for a number of years serv
ing as president. vice president and treasurer on the 
Adviser's Board. He Just completed a one year term serv
ing as Ute Region V adviser. 

Shippy and Anthony Hawkins adviser of Lhe Organi
zation for African American Culture, accompanied the 13 
students representing the COM Student Government at the 
convention in Austin. The convention was attended by 
more than 500 studencs representing community colleges 
from across the state. 

"Students got a chance to auend workshops, bear guest 
lectures and netwod with other students;" Shippy said. 
.. It's an opportunity to enhance and improve student gov
ernment and increases leadership." 

Janet Prince, OAAC Student Government represen
tative, said, "I enjoyed the motivational speakers and meet
ing people from all oVcr the state and learning the correct 
way to run meeti~s. It was an environment away from 
school that we could focus on student government." 

Bookbuybackset May 1 
The College of the Mainland Bookstore will buy 

back rextbooks from lhe spring semester beginning 
May I. 

The book buy back will continue through lhe 
beginning of Summer sessioo I. Bookstore employee 
Olga Smith said a good time to sell books back is 
during finals. _ 

The bookstore only buys back !hose books be
ing used next semester and buys back no wodbooks 
or Sludy guides and very few lab books. 

Student looks at pottery 

COM student Mary Anderson views pottery sold 
at the Student Art Festival held in the Fine Arts 
Building April 20. Oilier restim events Included 
the Student Art Sbuw and live musical entertain
menL (Photo by Gina Castro) 

• 

.. . 

• 

' 

' 

' 

·' 

, 

' 

• ' 

' 

' 

• 

l 
I 

• 

'• 



' 

' 

• 

P112e 6, May 1995, InterCOM 

Campus Life 
COM student Duran 
visits Spain's king 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Mangalng Editor 

Who among us has been entertained by royalty or 
would ever expect to be? College of the Mainland student 
Jamie Antonio Duran and his parents have been. 

Duran, who was born in Spain on the island of 
· Mallorca in the Balearic Archipelago, came to live in th~ 

-- , ..... United States 16 years ago. Duran retains his Spanish citi
zenship because he does not want to go back to his molh
crland as a vWtor, and some day he wants to return to live 
there. He was 5 when his family came here, and even 
though Duran has fOnd memories of his years here in 
America. they will never replace his love for his home
land. 

Duran and his parents are still loyal subjects to King 
Juan Carlos I and Queen Sofia of Spain. They belong to 
an organization called Lhe Granadcros and Damas De 
Galvez, ordes of the Houston Chapter. Duran became a 
member in 1991 and now holds lhe position of secretary, 
King Juan Carlos.Admiral Erik Martel of the Spanish navy 
and Charles Barrera of San Antonio founded lhe organi
zation in I 976. 

ibe men dress in the traditional uniform which anny 
General Bernardo De Galvez wore when he was sent by 
the Spanish crown to help the colooics in the American 
Revolutionary War. The women wear Ooor length capes. 
The organization's goal is to J>rOClaim De Galvez as one 
of the greatest heroes of America's War for Independence. 
His name now appears in textbooks as one of America's 

" heroes and several cities now honor his memory on July 
23, his birth dale. 

· This semester Duran made an unexpected trip to Spain 
in late February because of a family illness. While there, 
lie joined 12 other organi1.3tion members all dressed in 
the traditional-unifonn and visited the American Embassy. 
Ambassador Richard Gardner and his wife Danielle were 
their hosts at a continental breakfast Then it was off to the 
palace where the group were gueslS or Lhe royal family. 

Information about aid 
gives students false scare 
B7SKIPGARWOOD 
Slalr Report..-

'lbonocent scare about the lo.ss of -and fed. 
eml aid IOsupportcducatioo such as dJt much used 
Fedelal Pell Onmt was just Iha~ aSCIIJ'C. 

'I.be~ and misleading inl'umation 
lhat ... apidly around campus bad many -
deats woaicd-dleirfllllll'O ed11catioa and what 
lhefllllln>wouldboldfortbcmpenonally. 'J.bcquick 
rally II) ttnllS called by die ColJep of die Mainland 
SfllllealAclivllicsandStudel>1~p,ovidcd 
90ffl0illlsolldelsloo and misleading informaiicm. 

SIDllents must uadenland !hat fw:al,ae of the 
jll\lSIIIIR;!)IIIOII lhe fedeml govemmellllOCUI spend
irw in the future, some 11JJe of chance may becom
irw lhal will 1101 cmly all'ect COM Slllllents but also 
dJt eollego iUelf. As a resuh, it is very imponant at 
dlis lime to keep the lilcls slraighL 

Rebecca Miles, director of COM Financial Aid 
staled. ~lwillnotifythellllltCOMofanynewswor
lhy infclnnation I have concerning changes in the 
Financial Aid program as I bear aboo1 them." She 
added Iha! lhe 199S--96awards for the 'Federal Pell 
Onmt will not be alTOCICd. 

As students, it is also importaAI to let our 
repersentativcs and aenatorS know our thoughts 
about changes in lhe educa1lon benefits. 

• 

• 

• 

Spain's King Juan Carlos I, on left, shakes bands with COM student Jamie Anton~ Duran,.~ in official garb 
of members or the Granaderas and Damas De Galvez, rounded in 1976 by tbe king; Admiral Erik M~rtel or the 
Spanish navy and Charles Barrera or San Antonio in. Duran flew to Spain in late February ror a ramilily illness. 

They were received by King Carlos, who had his arm in a 
sling due toa skiing injury, and his wife Queen Sofia, who 
is the second cousin of Prince Philip, the husband of Queen 
Eiizabelh n of England. 

Last year Duran literally bumped into Ute king's sis
ter Princess Pilar while shopping in Ute Sama Catalina 
market in Mallorca. As Duran explained, "It's very 
crowded and people can hardly move without bumping 
intooomeone." 

When Duran and his parents auended the 1992 
Mayor's Gala in Houston at the Hyatt Regency, King 
Carlos' daughter Princess Elena was the guest of honor. 

When Duran speaks about his motherland, as he calls 
it, his face lights up. "Spain will always hold a special 
place in my heart because it is rich in culture and has a 

history that spans lhousands of years. Spain is not just a 
place, it is a fulfillment of a dream, and I am happiest when 
I am !here. It is a place full of warm people and traditions 
that have been carried down through generations." 

This semester Duran has given two speeches in one 
of Roger Stallings' speech classes. His fust speech was 
about the colorful history of Spain, and the other was a 
demonstration of how to make Sangria, a wine punch. 
Since alcohol is not permitted on campus, he subslitllled 
red Kool-Aid for red wine in the pwicb. Duran saidever,
one in his family likes to make the punch. This led _Ill a 
story abonl his Aunt Rufina making _the punch one ume. 
She kept sampling it and the next thing lhe family knew 
she was out wading in the river. · 

Duran is working toward a degree in business and 
helping in the family restaurant Mallorca 's, in Kemah. 

Condensed courses speed up gr~duation 
By NICOLE TORRES 
Staff Reporter 

A common problem facing college students these days 
is how to get an associates degree fro College of the Main- · 
land in two years. Most students are finding this a nearly 
impossible iask.And nearly all deal wilh the dilemma of 
how to cram enough hours into each semester to achieve 
!heir goal. • 

Several COM deparunents offer a variation on the tra
ditional semester and alternate methods for getting more 
credits within a limited time period. 

Some of lhese variations include weekend college. the 
spring mini-session, condensed summer school and con
densed courses wilhin the long semesters.The deparunents 
of social sciences and real eslate are among those that of
fer accelerated courses. 

Rich Nowak, Real &1ateTeam leader, has been teach
i~g lheacceleraieaclass fonnatsince 1980. Over the course 
of a semester, he offers five classes each of which meets 
four days a week for four hams and lasts three weeks. 
After using this format for 15 years, Nowak says he secs 
many benefits and that through feedback from students he 
feels "adults want to learn this way." 

Some of Ute benefits of his accelera!,Cd courses in
clude the opponunity to register throughout the semestet 
a less hectic end of the semester with only one final as 
opposed to five, and a more student friendly program thal 
"helps students finish what they started." 1 

Susan Plasek, Child Development instructol also has 
experience with accelerated courses, having ofered them 

·, 

,. 
• 

• 

• 

lhroughout the long semesters and condensed summer 
school. The spring mini-session which lasts for three weeks 
is also a condensed course. which Plaserhas taught 

Plasck said that when choosing coursei to condense 
she tends to look for wheth'2' a class lends itself to having 
physical activity as well as lecture time. 

Bolh Plasek and Nowak agree lhat teaching the con
densed cours~ is more demanding.And Nowak believes 

one reason that the condensed format has not caught on 
more quickly is that instructors are neilher trained nor ac
customed u, lecturing for much longer than an hour and a 
half at a time. The accelerated courses "take a lot ~ore 
pre-planning on the part of the instructo~" Plasek said . 

Nowak feels that Ute diversified students who now 
attend college are not as well-served by the traditional 16-
week semester as the less diversified students of the past 

"The contemporary model of education d~s not fit 
the model of contemporary students," Nowak said. He 
describes non-traditional students as those who are over 
25, work and possibly are married and have children. 

Some limitations are placed on the courses that can 
be offered, however. Plasek said that because or the time 
needed to concentrate on material in lab classes, these 
classes are difficult to condense because srndents need 
plenty of time to absorb Ute material. 

• 
• 

Bmh Plasek and Nowak state that.tbeir condensed 
fonnats have met with much success. NOwak. attribu~s 
his low drop-out rate to the fact that students can easily 
see the end of the course after just the first few days. 

Olher ways to get additional credits in order to gradu
See COM Page 7 

,. 

• 

, 
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Student Nursing Association best in state 

COM nursing student Marcie Suitt, center, with student nurse advisers Dianne Gasano, MS, RNC, on right, 
and Tom Hawkins,, RN, MSN, CNA, on left, was named Student of the Year for the state o~Texas at a recent 
Texas Nursing Student Association state convention. The COM chapter or the Texas Nursmg Student Asso
ciation was named chapter or the year and chapter with the most projects completed. 

COM begins 10-week summer weekend college 
ate in a, reasonable length of time include lhe weeken~ 

college and conderuled summer school. Weekend college 
offers co~ for several hours Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sunday afternoons. 

The weekend college which began September I 994 
offers more convenient times to attend classes according 
to Alexander Pratt, coordinator of the weekend college. 
Prall believes the one day a week offerings are "beneficial 
to people with other responsibilities." 

People who benefit from the weekend college include 
those who wort and can't devote time to school during 
the week, those residents of Houston who have dificulty 
making evening courses during lhe week because of lhe 

· driving distance and work, and those parents who have 
difficulty coordinating baby-sitters and sparing time du, 
ing the week. 

Anolher service olfered by lhe weekend college is 
COllCWTClltenrollment for high school students. Dickinson 
High School srudents currently have the opponunity to 
attend COM on the weekends and receive college hours 
while completing requirements for their high school di
ploma. 

This year for lhe first time, COM will also ofer week· 
end college during summer school. Eight courses will be 
offered, each meeting eitlter on Friday. Saturday or Sun
day and continuing for 10-12 weeks. 

Pratt would like to see extended oft"crings of week
end college, promising that Lhe expansion will be as g~t 
as the student demand. He also hopes that wilh growmg 

studen1 demand, srudent services such as lhe bookstore 
and the admissions office also will lengthen their hours to 

meet the students' growing needs. 
Dr. Lee McGriggs, a member of Ute Social Science 

Team, has taught both history and government in week
end college ... ~ weekend college is essential to pro~id
ing students an opportunity to obtain a quality cducauon 
at a time they are most accessible. 

Dr. McGriggs also feels that the students involved in 

weekend college bring much to the classroom environ-: 
ment with their many diversified life experiences. 

Like Pratt, Dr. McGriggs forecasts the expansion of 
weekend college, citing that fer most working people week
end college is the only means of wtaining a degree. . 

Dr. McGriggs would like to see courses orered m 
sequence so students can complete their degree programs 
in a reasonable length of time. 

Piasek said that in the past Child Development also 
has successfully condensed summer school by orer1ng 
courses for three weeks meeting several hows a day wilh 
bolh a morning and an afternoon class available. Thus, 
students could conceivably receive six hours of credit in 
three weeks. 

Although most courses at COM are stiU ofcred in the 
traditional long semester, close to two dozen courses are 
offered in the accelerated fonnat. Nowak would like to 

· see more research in the future into the benefits of the con
. densed courses and feels that through increased o[erings 
of Ute accelerated courses .. student satisfaction can be op
timized." 

COM commencement held at La Marque High 
The College of the Mainland commencement will be 

held Friday, May 5, al 7:30 p.m. in the La Marque High 
School auditorium. 

Priscilla Hargrave, a graduating nursing student and 
Spencer Gould, who will receive his diploma in general 
studies, will be the two featured student speakers. Soloist 
Tracy Ross, a fonner COM student and gradute of Uni
versity of Dayton, in Dayton Ohio, will also be f"!'tured. 

Other groups performing include lhe COM choir, and 

• 

• 

Sparky Koerner and t4e COM Jazz Combo. 

Grad!Jation rehearsal will be held Thursday, May 4, 
at 5:30 in the La Marque High School auditorium. 

Students need to be at high school by 6:45 p.m. to 
line up. Invitations, caps and gowns will be available in 
the COM Bookstore until May 4. 

For more information contact Carol Casper in lhe 
Admissions Off,ce at (409) 938-)211 or (713) 280-3991, 
ExL488. 

• 
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Student govei;-nment 
attends convention 

Until last fall, College of the Mainland had not had a 
student government for 12 years. One of its first accom
plishments was to become active in the Texas Junior Col
lege Student Government Association. As a l"CSult COM 
Student Government participated in lhe TJCSGA state con
vention held at the Hilton in Austin, March 30 through 
April 2. While there the group was elected to office of 
secretary for Region V. 

Ten junior colleges in the Gulf Coast area make up 
Region V. Each school has a chance to run for office dur
ing a regional meeting at the state convention each 
year.COM Student Govemml!nt adviser Jrunes Shippy has 
been involved with TJCSGA for a number of years serv
ing as president. vice president and treasurer on the 
Adviser's Board. He Just completed a one year term serv
ing as Ute Region V adviser. 

Shippy and Anthony Hawkins adviser of Lhe Organi
zation for African American Culture, accompanied the 13 
students representing the COM Student Government at the 
convention in Austin. The convention was attended by 
more than 500 studencs representing community colleges 
from across the state. 

"Students got a chance to auend workshops, bear guest 
lectures and netwod with other students;" Shippy said. 
.. It's an opportunity to enhance and improve student gov
ernment and increases leadership." 

Janet Prince, OAAC Student Government represen
tative, said, "I enjoyed the motivational speakers and meet
ing people from all oVcr the state and learning the correct 
way to run meeti~s. It was an environment away from 
school that we could focus on student government." 

Bookbuybackset May 1 
The College of the Mainland Bookstore will buy 

back rextbooks from lhe spring semester beginning 
May I. 

The book buy back will continue through lhe 
beginning of Summer sessioo I. Bookstore employee 
Olga Smith said a good time to sell books back is 
during finals. _ 

The bookstore only buys back !hose books be
ing used next semester and buys back no wodbooks 
or Sludy guides and very few lab books. 

Student looks at pottery 

COM student Mary Anderson views pottery sold 
at the Student Art Festival held in the Fine Arts 
Building April 20. Oilier restim events Included 
the Student Art Sbuw and live musical entertain
menL (Photo by Gina Castro) 
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Students slam employees 46-43 in hoop tourney 
By MELISSA FRANKLIN 
Starr Reporter 

No, it is not the NBA! It is the College or the Main
land Annual Employees vs. Students Basketball Game. 

The students won the game with a score of 46-43. 

"'The teachers argued a lot, and they did not work to
gether as a team although they were ahead until near the 
eod of the game," COM student player Larry Mccorkle 
said. '"TIiey were out of shape and their tongues were drag
ging." 

Anthony Hawkins, direcoor of Career Planning and 
Placement. said, "'The game was very competitive." He 
added. "I appreciate Maryann's (Urick) support in lhe 
game." 

The employees vs. students basketball gam~ has been 
held annually in the spring for a number of years, said 
Urick, coordinator of Recreational Programs. In order for 
students to participate in this event,. they must participate 
in a tryout game first 

Students who panicipaled in the game wc::n, Jennainc 
Thomas, McCorkle, Ollie Jones. Darnell Morris, Eddie 
Canales, Tige Comelius,Ashton Jackson, Paul Coopea-and 
Corey Yancy. 

Students beat employees 46-43 in the annual basketball tournament April 21. Shown with their trophies are front 
row from left, Ollie Jones, Darnell Morris, Ashton Jackson, Jermaine Thumm and Eddie Canles. Back row from 
left, Tige Cornelius, Larry McCorkle, Paul Cooper, Corey Yancy and Trey Ricbardson.(Pboto by Maryann Urick) 

COM employees were Jerry Bryan~ Michael Cady, 
Galen Hayward, Michael Judge, Ali Ravandi, Troy Terrell, 

, Larry Edwards, Tony PCeiffer and Anthony Hawkins. 

Seagulls speak out about Quack Quacker's remarks 
By SKIP GARWOOD --------- our side of the story. Because I've been allowed to speak may get you. Thal however, is another story I'll have to 
Starr Reporter out, a large movement underway by GAS (Gulf coast As- tell you about some olher t~e. Now I must go. 

socialion for Seagulls) has been stopped. GAS had planned Oops, sorry for that white spot on the back of your 

Since the March/April 
issue of lnterCOM has 
come out the phones have 
been ringing off the hook at 
both the lnterCOM news 
office and the National 
Birdwatch Society main of
fice. lt seems lhe seagulls 
are up in arms about the 
staLement Quack Quacker 
made in the article .. Mr. 
Quackcr shares his thoughts 
on COM" about the seagulls. 

lnte,COM reporter Skip 
Garwood speaks with 
Sea Salty Sally. 

So in keeping with good journalism, lnterCOM 
offered to hear the seagulls' side of the story. 

Again Bill Featherhcad, renowcd birdwatcher and 
translator for the National Birdwatch Society was asked 
tu translate what the seagulls had 10 say. 

Hello, rm Sea Salty Sally elected spokcsgull for the 
seagulls of the surrounding areas. Who does Quader 
think he is by asking, "Who invited the seagulls"? 

We were here long before the domestic duck came 
around. Long before this college or any of the surround
ing areas were built, we were here. Our great great 
ancestors used to come inland to rest, drink fresh waler 
and get away from the winler winds of the Gulf. 

We are the ones who should be asking who invited 
the ducb, but we believe there is room for all. 

We_ also appreciate people feeding us bread; it's a 
real delicacy to us. Do you know what it's like to wake 
up every day, knowing you 're going to cat fish for 
breakfast, lunch and dinner--again and again. 

Then there is that comment Quacker made about 
little white spots everywhere. What can l say execpL it's 
just an act of naJ,ure. Believe me we don't really take 
high altitude bombing practice; ii just can't be helped. 

I want to thank the/ nterCOM for allowing me to teU 

• 

to have freedom marches and demostrations here on the shirt. I guess I should ha'Je flown around you rather than 
COM campus, and you know how young seagulls and over youuuuuuu. 
young ducks are, lhere would probably have been lrouble. 

It will soon be warmer and most of us gulls will re,. 

twn to coastal areas for lhe summer, so if I don't see you 
again till next [all, keep up the good work and thanks again 
for letting us speak out 

There is a small warning I would like to leave with 
your readers. Have YQII ever seeii a few of the seagulls 
and ducks hopping around on one leg? Well, thal's be
cause of the creature at the bottom o[Lake Eekert, so don't 
let you children wade or swim in the lake. The creature 

Plant sale slated for May 3 
Green thumb or brown thumb, come one, come all to 

the plant sale on Wednesday, May 3, in the College of the 
Mainland greenhouse 9 am. w noon. The greenhouse is 
located in the Science Building. 

The COM biology department and Phi Theta Kappa 
are spcmoring the sale with proceeds going for a micro
wave oven. The plants were donated by Dr. Roy Rhame, 
COM biology professor. 

• 
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Graphic art students show off team project History celebrated 
By MELISSA FRANKLIN 
Starr Reporter 

The 22nd Annual Cinco de Mayo Festival at College 
of the Mainland is set for Thursday, May 4. 

Authentic pre-Columbian artifacts and original ~s
torieal documents of Mexico and Texas will be on display 
in the Leaming ResoW"Cc Center Library from 8 a.m. to 6 
p.m. 

A musical concert by •1.,a Ttpica." a ladies instrumen
lal music troupe. who have been pla}'ing traditional Mexi
can folk songs on concert tours throughout the Southwest 
since the 1940s, will be held in the LRC breezeway be· 
tween the library and the LRC auditorium (L-131) from 6 
p.m. tu 7 p.m. 

"Ballet Folklorico Traditional" under the direction of 
Marra Montemayor, will be perfonned in Lhe LRC Audi
torium from 7 to 8 p.m. 

This will be followed by a concert of Mexican 
mariachi music perfonncd by Marilu Gonzales and "Los 
Gallitos" from 8 to 9 p.m. 

COM students Diane Wilbur and Veronica Hone rmisb a team project in their graphic art class located in the 
Technical-Vocational Building for the YMCA day camps. Their designs will be used next year for the YMCA 
children's T-shirts. (Photo by Jessamyn Denney) 

The Cinco de Mayo Festival commemorates the vic
tory of the Mexican forces, led by General Ignacio 
Zaragoza (born in Goliad, Texas) over the French forces, 
led by General Lorencez, oo Puebla May 5, 1862. 

Today the Cinco de Mayo festival is a symbol of the 
celebration of the Mexican-American culLUral heritage. 

Services available 
for disabled students 
By CAROL BOONE 
Starr Reporter 

ln order to reach aJI segments of the student popula
tion, the College of the Mainland Special Student Services 
offers specific aid to disadvantaged students. Services arc 
available fa students with learning disabilities, visual or 
hearing impairment and various heallh problems. Studcms· 
recovering from substance abuse arc served according to 
Special Students Services pamphlet, published by COM. 

1be mission of the Special Student Services as stated 
in the pamphlet "is to provide each student with the re
sources necessary to complete his/her coursework and/or 
degree plan." 

According to librarian Bob Slaney, the Learning Re
source Center provides visual aids, such as a talking cal
culator, a Sharp CaSSCtte player/recorder wilh braille let
tering and magnifying glasses. These items can be obtained 
through the circulation desk. An Optelcc Closed Circuit 
TV wilh enlarged print for the visually-impaired also is 
available in the reference section. 

1he COM police station, located in the Administra
tion Building, furnishes wheelchairs and handicapped park
ing pennits for those who need them. Security also pro
vides remote control door openers for disabled students. 

1he Special Student Services pamphlet states that the 
COM business department has Vista and Ven-Plus Voice 
computer plOgrams for visually impaired studcnLS. The 
Vista program enlarges the screen print size and the Vert
Plu~ Voice reads screen material for the student. 

Barbara Crews, Special Student Services coordina
tor, said that individuals willing Lo read to visually-im
paired srudents are available as well as note-takers and 
intespreters for hearing-impaired students. Sign language 
interpreters may be requested in advance from Special 
Student Services Office. 

Special Student Services also supplies information on 
financial aid, counseling and referral sources as well as 
existing services for the disabled that eat'I be obtained at 
the state, federal and community levels. At this time Lhe 
only assistance available to the HIV-positive students are 
referral services. 

For more infonnation, please contact Crews at (409) 
9:,3.qn_ Q! (713) ,280}991, ExL 470,496 or 2(5. 

• 
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Brown bag series offers support for women 
Dy NICOLE TORRES 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland offered the final install
ment of the Women in Support Brown Bag Series April 
6. How to Cope with the Suicide of a Loved One was 
the subject of this seminar. 

Janice Heckman. a licensed therapist with the 
Galveston County Family Services, has been giving the 
lecrures for about five years. 

According to Barbara Crews, coordinator of Dis
abled Student Services, the Brown Bag Series began in 

the "mid-80s" when it became apparent that '"women 
students needed additional support to get them to come 
to COM and stay enrolled." 

Although the series is geared lOward women, men 
also are invited 

Other topics Heckman has covered during this se
mester include a three-part series on effective commu
nication, strengthening step families and helping chil
dren cope with death. 

Brown Bag has covered a plethora of topics since 
it began. "l try to think of things that are relevant and 
helpful to women of today." Heckman said. 

InterCOM staff shares a laugh 

., 

lnterCOM staff members enjoy comradery while putting the finishing touches on stories to be placed in the 
March is.sot or tht lnte_rCOM, Pictured rrom Jert, Barbara E. Lewis, managing editor; standing, Jessamyn 
Denney, reporter; Skip Garwood, reporter; and Maree Doo, assistant editor. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
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Michael Gan.a is pictured with his ~ughter, Jackie, 
who holds the envelope with the $150 scholarship 
awarded to him by the Student Art A.m:K:iation dur
ing the opening or the Student Art Show held in con
junction witb the Annual Art Festival April 20. 

(Plloto by Jes.samyn Denney) 

Will it be an audit or 
will it be a refund? 
Dy SKIP GARWOOD 
Staff Reporter 

Each ycm 2 to 3 percent of American taxpayers re
ceive an offer from the government they can't refuse. A 
letter usually appears in your mail box requesting your 
presence" at the nearest Internal Revenue Service olfice 
for an audit of your personal tax return. 

Don't panic! It's probably not as bad as you think.As 
you read your audit request, a dozen questions usually pop 
into your head. Why did they pick me? Whal did I do 
wrong? How much is it going to cost me? 

The IRS usually docsn 't just pick people at random. 
The IRS selects you when your tax rewm figures just don t 
make much sense when analyzed by their compulers. When 
that happens, IRS puts a "red flag" on the return, which 
means your will be looked at a little closet For instance if 
you donate$5,000 to a charity and have an income of only 
$15,000, you're a gcxxl candidate for an audit. Because 
most Americans don't donate that much money wiLh so 
little income, the IRS computers puts a red flag on your 
tax return. If you have the documenLS to prove lhat you 
actually gave $5,000and spent no more then $10,()(X), you 
should survive the audit in one piece. If th.e audit is of a 
tax return you fded last year or the year before and the 
IRS finds an error on it, your cost is usually kept to a 
minimum, depending on the amount of lhe erroc You most 
likely will have to pay the taxes you owe plus the interest 
and penalties. If the tax error is on an older return then the 
interest and penalties could add up to a tidy sum. 

If you already have received you request for an audit 
and don't know what to do and arc about to spend money 
on a tax lawyer or a CPA, first go to your local library and 
check out a book and read up on what to ex peel. It is not 
as hard as you would think to prepare for the audit your
self and you may decide to fo.iget about the tax lawyer or 
CPA. The College or the Mainland Library has two grcut 
books on this subjec~ Slalld Up 10 the IRS and How to 
Survive A Tax Audit. 

So don't panic if you are one of the lucky ones to 
receive an audit request instead of lhat long awaited tax 
return. If you can prove your return is correct. you'll get 
the refund you were waiting for to use as down payment 
on that new car or that long overdue v.acat.ion. . 

COM Art Festival a 'real success' 
Dcspile cloudy skies and intermittent showers, lhe 

College or the Mainland Arts Festival held in the FineArts 
Building April 20 was a "real success". 

The festival, sponsored by the StudentArt Associa
tion, featwed an all-day student an sale live enrenainmeot 
throughout the day. The evening culminated with perfor
mances by various groups as well as the opening of the 
COM Student Art Show in the Fine Arts Gallery. A schol
arship and a certificate of appreciation were awarded at 
the opening. 

"I'm excited about winning," said COM art student 
Michael Garza or the $150 scholarship the Student Art 
Association awarded him. Gana said he was happy IO see 
that a scholarship is being otfered in art. So much money 
goes into expanding technology, he said that it's good to 
see some go to preserve culture through art 

COM art student Ray Taylor was awarded a certifi
cate by the Visual and Performing Arts Team for 
extinguinshing a fire in the Fine Arts Gallery April 11. 
"His quick action prevented a potentional disaste.i;" said 
COM art professor James Templer in presenting the cer
tificate. A piano in a recent exhibit by Bogdan Perynski 
caught on fire when cables connected to it shorted ouL 

The student show which closed May 1 featured pho
tographs, sculptures, paintings, drawings and ceramics by 
COM an students. The works displayed were primarily 

produced during the spring semester an classes. 

COM art Professor Janet Hassinger provided tech
niques in watercolor painting and Sandy Bogus of Lhe 
graphic ans department gave a multi-media presentation 
showing how technology has impacted the field or com

mercial art. 
Other demonstrations included charcoal drawing, oil 

and acrylic painting. sculpture, ceramics and poru-ait pho
tography using a huge-format camera. 

Musical entertainment was provided all da)( The an 
festival fealUred Brazialian pianist Vania Pimentel, a cham
ber music recital, a flute choir and a saxophone ensemble 
perfonnance, the COM Jazz Combo and the Gentlemen 
Songsters. Also well-known saxophonist BobbyWalSon 
gave a free clinic. 

By theendo[theday, the an sale raised approximately 
$1,000, according to COM art Professor Betty Palifka, 
sponsor of the StudcntAn Association. After artist fees of 
$900 are paid, the rest win go toward art scholarships, 
workshops and future art e'r'ents. 

Polifkasummed up the festival saying it was wondef 
ful. Most of the an students participated and she was de
lighted by the many people who visited the fest. 

Jessamyn Denney, Melissa Franklin, Skip Garwood and 
Mike Mikes contributed to this story. 

Hunter assists students in LRC computer lab 
Dy MIKE MILES 
Start Reporter 

Many know Oint Hunter only as the manager 
of lhe "writing lab," the computer lab in the College 
or the Mainland Leaming Resources Center. Every
one in the LRC is used to seeing him help students 
learn more 'about computers. 

Hunler teaches 10 different writing labs and also 
teaches non-course TASP remediation in both writ
ing and reading.keeps his lab extremely broad-based 
serving humanities, social sciences, business and 
journalism. However, Hunter's primary focus is serv
ing students who frequent the lab. 

Being a teacher is the culmination of a long and 
winding journey which began for Hunter not far from 
here. A brief glimpSC into his world reveals a man 
who has achieved a great deal over ihe years to bring 
him full circle to fulfill a dream. 

Born in Houston, Hunter attended and gradu
ated from Stephen F. Austin High School. His par
ents moved him to Arlington, outside of Dallas, 
where he began college at Arlington State College. 
There he met his wife of 35 years, Dixie, the daugh
ter of a retired Air Force lieutenant colonel. 

Hunter spent more than 20 years in business and 
industry. He has worked in quality management. 
production planning, inventory control and even has 
spent a short Lime working as an industrial engineer. 

His involvement with computers began about 
15 years ago when his employer began computeriz
ing accounting and inventory control. Hunter admits, 
''I'm not a t.echnical person; I'm a computer user." 
Greg Zak, the lab assistant is the computer wiz. 

During his travels, Hunter earned a bachelor's 
degree in social sciences from Thomas Edison Col
lege in Princeton, NJ. Some time later, he earned 
his master's degree from California State UQiver
sity· Dominguez Hills, Carson (a suburb of Los An
geles). 

When Hunter and his wife returned to Hous
ton, he was no longer satisfied with his career. So. 
with his wife's blessing, "I just upandqUit." He then 
began oo make his dream reality and went oo work 
for the Harris County Departme!ll or Education in 

• 

• 

their Adult Basic Education Depanment. Two years 
ago Hunter came oo COM. 

One of his proudest achievements is his library 
of Texas litetature. He ex.plains. "When you're a 
native Tex.an and you go to New Jersey and you go 
to Memphis and you go IO all these places ... I 
really cherish my roots here, my Texas roots." 

Hunter and his wife have three children. The 
oldest son, David, holds a doctorate in computer 
science and teaches in Virginia. Their daughter, 
Donna, a graduate of Baylor University in Waco, is 
married and lives in Dallas. Their youngest son, Ri
chard. is a respiratory therapist in Houston. They 
also have three grandchildren, Donna's children. 

LRC computer writing lab manager Clint Hunter 
helps COM student DeAnnTurnerwith her com
puter work. Hunter teaches 10 writing labs in L-
148 and supervises students who come into the 
!ab on a drop-in basis. (Photo by Gina Casbu) 

• 

Student Paul Cooper blocks Jerry Bryant's jump shot 
during the COM Annual Student vs. Employee Bas
ketball game held April 21.Students triumphed over 
the employees 46-43. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 
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To mosh or not to mosh: that is the question 

Maree. 
Doo 

Crowd surfing, mosh pit, slam dancing and 
stage diving are common terms in the language of 
14 oo 29 year olds. Still many people young and 
old do not have any idea what these words mean. 

A mosh pit is an area in front of a slage where 
,a bunch of people slam dance and crowd surf. 

Still unclear? Picture an area about the size of 
an average empty living room. This is the size of 
lhe mosh pit. Fill lhis space with wall to wall 
people -- standing room only. slamming their 
bodies against one another, and you have slam 
dancing or mashing. In the midst of the mashing 
crowd are others picking up people and passing 
them from person to person above their heads.This 
is crowd surfing. 

While crowd surfing is going on, some people 
are climbing onto the stage and diving into the 
crowd, allowing themselves to be caught and 
passed along from hand to hand by those in the 
pit This is stage diving. 

All of this can be dangerous. That is the point. 
Mashing is meant to be dangerous because it gives 
an adrenalin rush; as a result, people do not feel 
the bumps, kicks and punches. 

The pit allows people to work olf their anger 
and pent-up eneigy. Yet, the pit is not complelely 
chaotic and dangerous. People in the pit work hard 
to avoid potential injuries. Many bands even stop 
the show if a fist fight breaks out. 

Some bands such as Osmant. a Houston band, 
start the show by asking the mashers to take it 
easy and watch out for those who are there just to 
see the performance. Osmant also plays a few 
slow songs so those in the pit can calm down. 

Still other bands such as Green Da); a popular 
punk band do not like the pit. Green Day-S lead 
singer Billy Joe was reported by MTV to say he 
did not like moshing and does not know why 
everyone does it 

Numbers, a Houston c1ub, prohibits moshing 
at its concerts. 

I believe that everyone should be allowed to 
mash, as long as people do not gel out of conb"Ol. I 
personally ao nm mosh and am happy just to stand 
relatively close to the stage and watch the perfoF
mance. That way I do not get bumped too much or 
worse, trampled. 

I'd much rather the mashers work out their 
anger in the pit than with a gun. 

Sparky Koerner's enthusiasm for music contagious 
By CAROL BOONE 
Staff Reporter 

His given name is Harry Albert Koerner, but every
one calls him Sparky. If you were to meet him you would 
know why. He has a "spark" and enthusiasm for music 
that is contagious to anyone who is around him. Koerner 
has been a College of the Mainland music instru<;tor for 
the last 12 years. In adP,ition, he directs the stUdent jazz 
group, theCOMJazzCombo,and the BrassGuild,agroup 
of musicians from the community. 

Koerner has always loved music. After a stint in the 
Air Force during the Vietnam era he started his music edu
cation at Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge. There 
he worked his way through college by playing in a dance 
band, working wedding receptions and such. From LSU 
he received his bachelor's degree in music, majoring in 
trumpet and minored in French horn. His interest in music 
drew him to the University of North Texas in Denton where 
he earned his master's degree in music educaciori, with 29 
additional hours toward his doctoral degree. 

Koerner came to COM as a part-time instructor in 
1983 but soon became full-time in COM's Humanities and 
Fine An Division. He teaches courses in beginning and 
advanced music theory, individual trumpet and French 
horn, music improvisation and Jazz Ensemble Combo 
(credit class for the COM Jazz Combo). 

Of the COM Jazz Combo Koerner mid, ''This current 
group of student musicians is the most talented I have seen 
yet. .. The Jazz Combo has performed at Galveston County 
Intercollegiate Conference contests and at several music 
festivals.The group also has performed at public and pri
vate evenLS. At the Hill Country Jazz Festival in San 
Marcos. the Jazz Combo received an outstanding perfor
mance plaque on Feb. 5. The festival was sponsored by 
Southwest Texas Stale University. On April 20, the Jazz 
Combo played at lhe COM's Arts Festival with guest art
ist Bobby Watson.jazz musician and well-known alto saxo
phonist. 

Koerner's interest in students and music has led him 
IO actively recruit high school stUdents through notices sent 
out to area high schools. Koerner was instrumental in cre
ating a music scholarship through money raised from the 
Jazz Combo's performances. This money is put into a 
scholarship fund. Koerner believes that students should ' . '.,.,_ .... __ ' ,, , ... -,~- .,.-.. , ... ' .. ~.-.,. "•'·-"•' 

not have to worry about working part Lime to earn money. 
but rather should concentrate on their music. The music 
scholarship enables students to do that. Koerner added that 
a student does not have to bea music major to be awarded 
a scholarship. 

When Koerner is not teaching he is performing or 
perfecting his craft. He has played locaJly in the Galveston 
Jazz Festival and currently plays in the Galveston Sym
phony Orchestra. To keep his skill refreshed, Koerner prac• 
tices two hours a day. · 

Since 1985 Koerner has been the music coordinator 
for lhe Colonel, a paddlewheel boat out of Galveston. In 

that capacity he IS responsible for hiring musicians for the 
various cruises. and he also ~rforms. 

This year Koerner will play for the Galveston Out
door Musicals' production of Brigadoon and West Side 
Story as part of the band. 

Koerncr's main interest is music, but he also enjoys 
photography and swimming. He takes pictures of band 
events, among other things. He also has studied Tae Kwon 
Do karate. Koerner and his wife Chris have three chil
dren: Aaron, 15; Hcather,13 and Chad. 9. The family re
sides in Texas City. Kocrner's mother still lives in Pittsburg. 
Pa. 

~embers or the COM Jazz Combo, underdiffction' or music professor Sparky Koerner were recognized indi
v,d~ally and collectively at the Hill Country Jazz Festival in San Man:os Feb. S. Each student in the combo 
receiv~ outstanding solo certificates and the combo overall received an Outstanding Performance Plaque. Koerne~ 
center, IS surrounded, from left, by Atushi Osada,bas;, Stephen Lopez, guitar;, EricTbompson, pen:ussion;, Ja. 

_,~n-Ca,n~'-' ~ ~i~J .~miro ~~~t.~?pho~~~ .. ~d Rodney ~le~, k~~rd. 
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Tattoos lose stigma: 
regarded as skin art 

Nicole 
Torres 

1n recent years a quiet revolution has taken 
America by storm. In lhc minds of both the young 
and not-so-young. stigmas have been ~ and 
laboos lifted. 

1be result of what some like to dismiss as a 
mere cr.u.e is that tattoo parlors across the country 
have become the modem day Mecca for the 
younger geoeration, and any part or the body that 
will hold ink is getting tattooed. 

Out the window are the beliefs that tattoos are 
for convicts. Hell's Angels types and sailors. 
Today tat100s can be found on accountams, 
lawyers, nurses and students- every walk of life, 
every profession. 

Many people consider tattoos an act of sclf
mutilation, but people who see beauty in tallOos 
like to think of them as body-beautification. 

· People who disappro,,.e of tattooing accuse 
those who get tauoos of trying to be rebels or 
attention seekers. Granted there arc people out 
there who get taUoos merely for the shock value or 
to pick a fight with society, but a vast number see 
tattoos as legitimate pieces of arL 

The human body is a canvas for the tauoocr's 
needle and because the human body offers so few 
places one can't gel a tattoo, your decision on 
body location comes down to who you wam to see 
iL A person concerned with how appropriate a 
tattoo will be in certain situal.ions such as a job 
inlel'Yiew or her we.dding can choose LO get a 
tattoo that is easily concealed. 

I would argue that what tattoo to get and 
where to place it are not necessarily decisions to 
rush into. I thought about it for a while. I wanted 
something that represented my personality, 
something pleasant to look at, something unique 
and something I could be proud or. Two years 
later I'm still satisfied, and the question I ask 
myself now is not should I have done il, but where 
on my bcxly will I get my next tattoo? 

Tattoos have officially gone mainstream. 
Their pennanence makes them more acceptable 
and older generations seem to ha"e a mentality 
that says ... It's not going away, and I'm not 
shelling out the money to remove it, so I might as 
well get used to iL" 

Different kinds of tauoos are showing up on 
different kinds of people. I've seen LatLOOs ranging 
from the lzod alligator to the Polo man and his 
horse to nature scenes LO intricate lribal art. The 
designs range from the simple to the elaborate, the 
plain to the detailed. People who didn't dare get a 
tattoo in their youth because of the stigmas 
eonnecte.d to tattoos are now indulging themselves 
along with college students. 

In a society OOOke.d on quick fixes, sh<Xt-lerm 
commillnents, 30.second soond byleS and clwmel 
surfing, one may wonder whal will happen in 'the 
long run. Do we fully comprehend now that we 
are making a lifetime commitment by getting a 
tattoo, or are we definitely the by-produclS of the 
"Me" geoeration, capable only of making deep 
commiunents to ourselves'! 

• 
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Job fair creates useful 
network for students 
ByMARCEDOO 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland held its Fourth Annual Job 
Fair in the Gym April 19. The goal for each job fair is to 
.. create a network between COM and local employers, so 
the employers will utilize COM students for their job open
ings. said Anthony Hawkins, director of Career Planning 
and Placement and coordinator of Lhe fair 

Hawkins said having a job £air creaLes "an opportu
nity for COM students to have a direct interface with the 
industry," 

This year's job fair drew about 160 COM students, 
and several students obtained interviews with the Univer 
sity of Texas Medical Branch at Gal..,eston and the United 
Parcel Service, among others, Hawkins said. As a result 
of an interview at the fair, one COM student was hired by 
the Pinkerton Detective Agency as a secrewy pending 
completion of the Fundamental Skills program at COM. 

For infonnation regarding job placement or future job 
fairs call Hawkins at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, 
ExL 399. 

Piltk.erton operations manager Ralph Weed helps 
COM student Jeana Barnes fiU out an application for 
Pinkerton Security and Investigation Services. 

(Photo by Gina Castro) 

Women target for violence, rape 
ByMARCEDOO 
Assistant editor 

Violence takes many faces in today's society. The 
ugliest. however, is violent assaults against women. 
Women are raped daily in the United States. Fortunately, 
various organizations ~nd groups are available to help vie· 
timized women. 

Acconling to infor,nation pro..,idcd by the Houston 
Area Women's Center in a March publication. every si~ 
minutes a woman is raped and every hour 16 women con
front rapists. And because many women are ashamed to 
say they have been raped, these statistics may be too low. 

.. Nearly four out of IO women in a national study re
ported lhey had been raped" and "one in seven women in 
the same study reported they had been raped by their hus
bands," the Women's Center publication reports. 

One popular myth about rape is that it occurs among 
strangers. In reality. 60 to 80 percent of women are vic
tims of aquaintance rape. which means the women knew 
their allaCker, the publication reports. 

"'One in every eight college women experienced rape; 
almost 90 percent knew their assailant; more than one third 
did not discuss their experience with anyone; and more 
than 90 pen:ent did not tell lhe police," the Women's Cen
ter also reports. Acquaintance rape happens most frequently 
to women between 15 and 24 years old. 

Date rape is a common fonn of acquaintance rape, 
and happens when a person forces another to have sex as 
part or a date, according to an article in the March 6-12 
eddition or, Comp,ndiwn the College of the Mainland em
ployee newsletter. The article also states that date rape is 
cause.cl by differences in men's and womcn'sauitudeabout 
sex and violence and their differing expectations of rela
tionships. 

Twenty-five percent of all college women have expe
rienced rape or rape attempts, according to Compendium. 
Fony-six percent have reported having unwanted inter· 
course. Ton pen:ent or all rapes are by boyfrieods or ex
boyfriends. Four percent have reported being raped in the 
past six months and most date rapes occurred on college 
campuses. 

So why are men raping and ~aulting women? The 
Bay Area Turning Poinr, a center for abused women, pub
lished a flier that may have some answers ... Men learn 
battering behavior from observing their fathers." Also 
m~ny "boys who grow up in violent homes are more likely 
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to become abusive." 
This violence needs to stop. Fatunately, organizations 

and groups are working diligently to help women who are 
victims. 

A Turning Point information flier states that the 
center's mission is .. to pro..,ide shelter and crisis interven
tion services to women and their children who are victims 
of domestic violeoce and other crisis circumstances that 
lead to lhe need for safe refuge and assisrance." The cen
ter offers a .. time to heal" and .. a turning point in many 
lives." 

Turning Point is a nonprofit center incorporated in 
1991 to serves most of the Clear Lake and surrounding 
area, Maria Longknecker said. 

Even though the center has no shelter to house women 
and their children. many services are available to women 
out of office located on Toxas Highway 3 in Clear Lake. 
For women who need a place to stay accomodations are 
offered at a shelter in Pearland. 

Last year the Turning Point Center helped 1,050 
women; 517 of those women were helped by way of crisis 
calls. The other 433 women were police referrals, women 
and children in group sessions and ooe-on-one couseling 
sessions. 

Turning Point plans to open a shelter soon. 
Longerknecker said. Land has already been purchased and 
a contractor has been hired, but ground has not been bro
ken yeL 

Among the other services the center provides is train
ing for police agencies so they C3l' better help with do
mestic violence "ictims. The center also trains volunteers 
to help women in crisis situations. Longknecker said any
one who would like to help should call the Bay Area Turn
ing Point at (713) 332-1683. 

The Houston Area Women's Center is located at 3101 
Richmond, Suite 150, Houston. The center's number is 
(713) 528-6798. 

HAWC sponsors many activities to help abused 
women. In April lhe center held several sexua! assault pre
vention training programs for both women and men. In 
May the Women's Center is hosting its "Funny People" at 
an annual fund-raiser. This year's event fcalures Wendy 
Liebm!ID, Carol Leifer and Billy D. 

"FUMy People" will be held May 11 at the Westin 
Galleria Hotel Grand Ballroom, 5060 West Alabama. 
1bere will be a silent auction, cocktails from 6 to 7:30 

See Groups Page 11 
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Newt's contract: people or politics? 

Jessamyn 
Denney 

It is ironic that the current speaker of the House of 
Representatives in Washington, D.C .• is not even 
allowed to speak publicly anymore. It seems he always 
ends up with his foot in his mouth. Newt Gingrich, who 
frequcnUy has been regarded as a buffoon, now is 
blowing billows of OOmbast with the so-called .. Contract 
with America" Again and again Gingrich has loudly 
called attention to the contract. spewing grandiose 
proposals in the wake. Gingrich shrouds the issues in 
colorful packaging and eodless rhetoric. 

Behind the facade Of this contract stands a new 
order of .. followers" in the House who are a small 
sampling of people who allow themselves to be told 
what is righL What is not right is Lhal the proposals in 
the contract will end up huning the average-and, of 
coµrse. the below-average income American. Newt 
supports the no pain, oo gain theory; ho"'ever, corporate 
America will not have to soffer, nor will the wealthiest 5 
percent of the country. 

A few examples of the contract proposals include 
reworking welfare with plans of cutting il altogether in 
two years, and giving tax breaks (for the upper-crust) 
that could adversely atTecL proper funding for education 
and Medicare. 

Some changes need to be made in our system and 
people will always disagree about how to make them. 
However, what people need lO realize is that somewhere 
beyond their own backyard, their own careers and even 
beyond their own life spans, there is a big picture. Our 
lives are so infinitely connected, that even the minutest 
change will eventually affect everyone. 

We cannot allow ourselves to believe one .. wanna 
be's" song and dance. Easing the laws for environmenta1 
protection for corporations does not benefit lhe average 
American. Regressing Affirmative Action laws will not 
impro...e racial i5.$Ues for the average American. And 
substantially cutting funding for numerous educational 
programs will not enhance the a ... crage American's life . 

Exactly who is this contract for? It's not for the 
struggling m~ses. And most definitely it is not about 
stabilizing the economy or helping disadvantaged 
people. 

Is this conuact concerned with people or with just 
pushing issues? We must make our own informed 
decisions. This country is ··we the people" not "Newt 
the people." 

Nation's fears may affect democracy 
By DAWN RUNNER 
Guest Reporter 

Is terrorism on the rise in America? F'ust it was lhe 
New York World Trade Center and then the Oklahoma 
City federal building. 

When the bombing in Oklahoma City destroyed the 
federal building, lhc nation was devastated because of 
the number of li..,es lost. We arc still in shock as news 
cover.age shows the wreckage and bodies. Nobody is 
quite sure of the reason behind this horrible act. Timothy 
Mcveigh supposedly committed act of this terrorism to 
revenge die Branch Davidians fiery deaths on the two
year 81Uliversary of the Waco fiasco April 19. 

Whoever bombed the federal building committed an 
act of incomprehensible malice. None or the children in 
that building should have died. 

President Clinton has called for preventive mea
SIU'CS in the future. Congress will now be busy debating 
the proposed anti-terrorist legislation. If this legislation 
passes through Congress, government agencies will ha"e 
more power to investigate possible terrorist groups. The 

• 

problem is that a line has to be drawn to detennine what 
act has the potential for being criminal 

Who is going to draw this line? Where will this line 
be drawn? I don't know. Determining possibilities can 
be a risky endeavor. 

During the late 1940s and early 1950s Joseph 
McCarthy led government agencies in search of commu
nisrs, and the civil rights of many were obstructed. 
Owing the l 960s go ... ernment agencies spied on citizens 
and political groups that had the potential for criminal 
activity. and again people's civil rights were violated. 
Must we travel this path again? The government 
agencies already ha"e enough power, maybe too much. 

The bombing in Oklahoma is a terrible crime, but it 
is not a crime against the go...ernment. It is a crime · 
against the people. IfMcVeigh's target was the govern
ment, he missed. I don't feel lhat this should be an 
excuse to beef up national security even more. An anti
terrorist movement in the government could very well 
disregard some of our civil liberties, such as the freedom 
to (whether it be patriotic or not) peaceably assemble. 
Editor's nolt:Runner is a former InterCOM staf!~mber 
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Smokers catch heat 
over campus litter 

Skip 
Garwood 

On April 17 I went to one of my favorite 
designated smoking areas to enjoy a cigarette and 
talk to fellow students who are smokers and 
nonsmokers. To my surprise, lacked to the table, 
was a letter addressed to me. a smoker. 

1be headline read: .. Attention: All smokers 
(And Anyone Else Interested In Helping Protect 
Smokers Rights)." Since I 'm interested in 
protecting anyooe's righlS, I read the letter. 

It seems once again the College of the 
Mainland Board of Trustees is looking for a way 
to ban smoking on campus. The Board, it seems, is 
upset about the amount or trash, cigarette butts 
and smoking-related items lefl in these areas. So 
we the smokers, considered by many as the plague 
of mankind, are once again reminded of the 
smoking policy and the· Board's decision to permit 
smoking in designated smoking areas only and 
that the smoking areas are kept clean. 

This started me thinking about why the 
smoker has been singled out as the only.litterer. 
The smoking policy issue shvuld be o ... er with. It 
meets all state and federal Jaws, separating 
smokers from nonsmoket's and giving~"eryone a 
healthy envionunent. 

So let's get off the smoker's back, screw our 
heads on right, and look at the real problem: tilter. 
No one is enforcing the littering laws or punishing 
those who do liuer. Also no orie is cleaning up lhe 
mess. Most e"eryone on campus I've talked to 
thinks we have a beautiful campus and dislikes 
litter just as much as the Board or Trustees does . . 
But there are a few who don't gi"e ad~. They 
not only ~w butts and smoking-related items on 
the ground, they also throw down soda cans, 
candy wrappers, chip bags and hambwxer sacks 
without thinking twice about it. 

These few hollow-headed, disrespectful 
people are the ones who are making those who Lry 
to clean up after themselves look bad. We ruwe the 
laws, so let's get the campus police out there 
writing fines and enforcing the laws. 

As a maintenance supeIVisor for some 15 
years pior to coming to COM, it's not unusal for 
me to walk around campus noticing that trash is 
not being cleaned up. 

1be smoking areas are not cleaned on a 
regular basis and sometimes trash lies around 
these areas for two weeks or more or until the 
wind blows it elsewhere. I see the gum that is 
stuck forever to the walkways and stairways with 
no one even attempting to clean it up. I see'Rang 
writing on the walls that has beet) lhcre for more 
than a month. And as I walk around Lake Eckert I 
notice trash that has been there so long it has 
finally decomposed .. A dead duck lay next to the 
lake so long that the only thing Jefl was just 
feathers and bones. Finally the last big rain 
washed it off to the bottom of the lake. I could go 
on but my intent is not to make anyone look like 
the bad guy. 

So let's not pick on one group. The smokers, 
gum chewers, soda drinkers and candy eaters 
should pick up after themselves .. This problem is 
e"eryone's problem: students, faculty, mainte
nance crews, custodians and even the Board of 
Trustees. We must all stand together and put litter 
in its place and those responsible for it in theirs. 
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Editorials 

SC elevator to be finished May 28 

Workmen put finishing touches on the Student Cen• 
ter elevator. The construction and remodeling orthe 
center's front entrance is scheduled to be completed 
by May 28. (Photo by Gina Castro) 

By CAROL BOONE 
Staff Reporter 

"1be elevator is in place and the Student Cen
t« remodeling should be finished by May 28," said 
Bob Kostelecky, College of the Mainland Physical 
Plant director. 

The new elevator will me.et the federal guide
lines of the American Disability Act to ensure handi
capped accessibility with a wider interior and a ramp. 
Kostelecky stated, adding that the old elevator was 
too small and inconvenient. Additional changes to 
lhcSIUdent Cenrer include remote control door open
ers. new lighting and ceramic tile. Floor mats at the 
entrance will improve safety conditions. 

The bookslOl'C's remodeling and the soon-tp-be 
completed Student Centcc's main entrance will en
hance the building's appearance and functiOn. 

The renovation was slowed because of inclem
ent weather and delayed elevator shipment. Origi
nally lhc project had been expected to be completed 
in March. 

Kostelecky said the elevator and Student Cen
ter were "on budget" wilh no de(icits or over expen
ditures. This saved the college and community 
money 

Student seeks to change dean's list rules 
Dear Editor: 

Why must I be penalired'l AflCr aucnding COM for 
three years with a cumulative GR\ exceeding 3.3, I was 
disturbed to learn that I am unable to achieve the dean!. 
list and feel a need to voice my opinion for myself and 
othecs who will follow. 

The dean's list is a recognition of outstanding 
achievement A 3.3 cumulative average is an accom
plishment and truly defines academic achievement. Why 
am I not invited you might ask'! As were many of my 
fellow students, I was disappointed to learn that this 
honor is only offered to students able Lo takc12 credit 
hours per semester. Regardless of my avcrngc, therefore, 
I couldn't possibly qualify. 

I am a working single parent, only able to attend 
three-fourths of the lime because of my other responsi
bilities. A working single parent vying for a college 

~lnterCOM 
Managing Editor 

Auistam. Editor 

BARBARA E. LEWIS 

MARCEDOO 

education is a remarkable achievement. Most people 
would agree attending college, working and caring for a 
family is like having three full-time jobs. 

Mainlaining a household and caring for one's 
children must be a parent's first responsibility; whereas, 
one's education must sometimes lake second priority. 

I have worked hard to divide my time in such a way 
as to enable me to attend college and be a good provida
and parcnL It is W1fair for the college to ask people in 
my position and others in difficult predi~en&s to 
monetarily or mentally try to attend full tame to make 
the dean's list It is a.D honor and a privilege lO be 
included on this prestigious lisL 

I would like for this prerequisite to be reconsidered 
and 10 no longer exclude individuals W1able to attend 
full time. To repeal the prerequisite entirely would be 
unacceptable; but is it not plausible that upon graduation 
a person with a cumulative GPA of 3.3 or better could 
have the opportunity to have his/her name added? 

- Making the dean's list is not only an honor but also 
bcncfus in helping to obtain scholarships and grants 
much needed by single parents who deserve to be 
encouraged not penalized. 

Mary Woehst 
COM student 

Post goes under: 
one viewpoint left 

Mike 
Miles 

Dateline: Tuesday, April 18 ·· A Houston land
mark. is swallowed up whole by corporate America The 
Houslon Post sends its final edition to press to the 
surprise and sadness of its readership. And an era comes 
toan end. 

1be demise of the Post has given the Houston 
metropolitan area a hearty dose of reality. No one truly 
realizes that virtually every part of Our society is 
governed. not by the laws of man, but by the laws of 
money. Like a once-champion athlete the Post was 
fon:ed to leave the field. 

Many people I've talked to are asking what all the 
fuss is about lbey can't see how all this could affect 
their daily lives. They are simply happy Lhat Doonesbury 
will still be printed in Houston. The reality is lhat 
Houston will lm"e much more than a few comic strips. 
Houston will lose a second public voice. 

With print journalism now being the only bastion of 
responsible reponing left in America, Houston will have 
to face the future without one of its strongest supporters. 
Many considered the Post to be the voice of reason in 
the fast-paced world of Houston news. It served as a 
voice to the world, telling of all Houston has to offer. ---- -

Aside from the distinct personality of the Post, there 
is mere to this loss. Houston has become one of the most 
influential cities in America. Houstonian attitudes make 
a difference in American culture and politics. Having 
two voices in print serves to give Lhe pubHc a broader 
view-of the world. It requires responsible reporting on 
both sides. 

No longer will important issues be fairly argued on 
the Q(litorial pages of two papers. Now only one editorial 
voice will tell Houston how to think and ~ow to vote. 
From now on, the HollSton Chronicle will serve as the 
only voice for Houston. 

The competition for subscriber and advertising 
dollars is gone. but so is the competition to get the best, 
most accurale stof)' to the reader fust 

Houston will go on, but it'll do it without coverage 
from one of the state's finest spons pages. 

The campaigns for president will begin in earnest 
later this year. but only one endorsement will come from 
Houston's pint media. Life will Continue, but sadly 
without The Houston Post. 

STAFF REPORTERS 
C...t ..... 
,-.,,,,,0mnoy 
Meliaa Fanklia 

Student feels COM smoking rule fair 
dcsignlltcd area. Skip Garwood ......... 

N"1CO!e Tonu 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 
Gina Castro 
Jct1amyn Denney 

CARTOONIST 
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TYPESETTER 
Jcsunyn Dmmy 

INTERCOM ADVISER. 
AlmdH.Lowety 

Dear Editor, 
In respoose to the article "Smokers outraged at loss 

of rights" written by Melissa Franklin in lntuCOM 
Match/April 1995 issue. 

I resent the fact that you presume to speak for all 
smokers at COM. I am a student and a smoker. you did 
not ask my opinion. You do not speak for me. 

I believe the 12 designated smoking areas provided 
to us are more than adequate to suit our needs. There is 
not one building on campus that is not almost immedi
ately Sccessable IO a ·smoking area. Two of these ~ 
are covered, and seating is provided. I feel the smoking 
policy is extremely generous, considering many public 
buildings and facilities are banning smoking altogether. 

The fine of $4 is a reasonable punishment for those 
of us who choose not to follow the rules. who choose 
not to use ashtrays. or who choose not IO smoke in a 

' 

As for the suggestion Lhat it is outrageous for non
smokers LO complain: I choose to smoke; they choose 
not to. I respect a nonsmoker's right to breathe air free. 

• of Lhe pollutants caused from cigarettes, whether dtat mr 
is inside or outside. 

1l1e smokers at College of the Mainland, incloding 
you and me, ne.xl to follow Lhe generous rules for 
smoking and police Lhose of us who do not 

Let us work together to keep the privilege of 
smoking for indeed it is a privilige, not a righL If we do 
lose the right to smoke on campus, it will be because of . 
our own arrogance, our own selfishness, and it definitely_ 
will be our own faulL 

Lillian Louise Hampton 
COM Student 

-

Groups offer help 
to women in need 
Continued from Page 10-------
p.m., dinner from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. and the perfor
mance from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. Individual tickets are 
$125. 

Six sessions self-defense classes are continu
ously offered by the HAWC every Friday at 6:15 
p.m. at the Houston Center. For more infonnalion, 
or to sign up for the class call (713) 528-5026. 

If you are a victim of rape or any other abuse, 
contact Lhe nearest shelter for help. All of us need to 
be aware of the violence women are subjected to, 
and we need to get involved in community centers 
that work to help abuse victims.. 

Fiction brought to life; 
inspired by memories 
Conlioued from Page 11----------

lhe next poet was Dr. John Gorman, an English pro
fessor at University of Houston-Clear Lake. Dr. Gomian 
started his reading with the crowd-pleasing poem. "Finest 
Folks on Earth Selected Bumperstickers From The Sun 
Bel~• based on various bumper stickers, such as If You' re 
Horny-Honkl and Goat Ropers need Love Too. Many of 
his poems consisted of child-to-adulthood reminiscences. 
Though Dr. Gorman was born in Chicago, Ill., he grew up 
in Aurora, Ill., a place he oow writes about with fondness, 
but disliked as a child. 

Dr. Gorman, who prefers to grade English papers in 
restaurants or cafes, uses the people he sees there as sub
ject matter for his poems. An in-love young couple feed
ing their young son in a cafeteria was the sub,JCCt for his 
"Good News from Luby's Cafeteria.• 

Afrer the flI'St two readers Dr. Sanders called for a 
short intermission. 

COM student Michelle Buss said afler hearing the f orst 
two readers: "You could picture what they were writing. 
The way they talked about their life. it drew you into the 
poem." 

Third reader, Kimberly Verhines, who was born in 
California and grew up in Oklahoma, dedicated the shon 
story she read to he, children. •1 Believe• is the story of a 
teen-aged girl ttying to deal with being adopced, being over
weight and an adolescent all at the same time. She is un
mercifully teased by he, brother and feels tormented by 
the image of her slim, beautiful mother, who was the head 
cheerleader in high school. 

Political science Professor Jim Finley, who grew up 
in Knox. a small town in the Texas panhandle, read two of 

his sin! stories. The fllSI is 
"Keeper of the Downs," 

· which was abouta retarded 
boy dealing with the death 
of his father and the secood 
story. "Yard Sale," was 
about a neurotic writer's 
reaction to a sale held at his 
woman friend's hwse. His 

friend's mother and sister 
are helping with the sale 
while the writer looks on in 
amazement at the types of 
people the sale attracts. 

Professor Jim Finley Examples of all of the 
writen' WOlb:, except for Dr. Oorman's. are available in 
the COM literary magazine, Hwakan, on sale in the COM 
Bookstore. Both Dr. Sanders and Dr. Gorman have chap
books available. These are inexpensive books writeJ'S pub
lish to show their works to othen. 

For moo, information about the books, cootact Dr. 
Sanden al (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, ExL 214. 

! 

• 
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Day care children visit InterCOM 
=-------------. 

COM Child Development Lab day care children visit the lnterCOM newsroom in the LRC. Pictured with 
teacher Marcela Clark, are from Jen Trevor Moseley, Hayleigb Gibson, Dylan Foster and Alejandro Chacon. 
The children stopped by ror a visit while strolling around the COM campus. (Photo by Gina Castro) 

Teachers receive excellence awards 
Cootinued from Page 1---------
G. Bass. dean of Insttuction and Student ~lQJ2menL 

Wellllllgel has been a finalist twice before, in 1992 
and 1993. He also won the Griz Ecken award in 1994. 

"I lilce challenging the students," Wennagel said. "I 
lilce. seeing students rise to tho challenge. I try to teach 
how to think, not what to think." 

Since 1985 it has become a tradition that the outstand
ing instructor receive two plaques and a ceramic mennaid 
vase. One plaque is the Outstanding Instructor plaque and 
the other is called the mennaid plaque. 

The mennaid plaque pictures a mermaid and reads "I 
will make you curiousJ[ will bring out the best in yoo./1. 
am the siren of knowledge." 

The mermaid vase which is black ceramic has been 
passed on from each outstanding teacher winner begin
ning in 1985. The vase is an unusual thing that goes along 
with being outstanding instructor, a conversation piece and 
a tradition, according to Dr. Bass. 

Balloting for Outstanding Instructor began March 29 
and ran through April 10 with 17 locations available on 
campus for students to cast their votes. From these ballots 

five finalists were chosen. 
Three of the five finalises were those who received 

the most votes and 1augh1 clas.ses with more than 50 stu
dents total. The other two spots were reserved for the two 
instructors with smaller classes who received the most 
votes. 

After the five finalists were chosen, the student selec
tion committeeconducled in-class evaluations of the nomi
nees. The committee members were Miche,le Buss, Anhur 
Compton, Melinda Jones, Ramona Mason and David 
Shoup along with the faculty representative who was last 
year's outstanding instnK:tor winner- Rich Nowak. 

The committee visited the classroom of each of the 
nominees and evaluated the instrucror's performance. They 
then tallied the evaluations and detennined the winner. 

Having been chosen as COM's outstanding teacher 
also means Wennagel becomes the college's Piper Profes
SCX" nominee for next year.1be Piper awards are given state
wide to 10 teachers of higher education. Wennagel also 
automatically becomes the faculty representative for the 
decision 'or next year's Outstanding Instructor. 

Wennagel resides in Texas City with family. 

COM considers using duck as new college mascot 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland held an open student forum 
with the deans April 4. It was the second one of the semes
rer. Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student 
Developmen~ and Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of College 
and Fmancial Services. were there to answer questions. 

A duck has been chosen to be COM's mascoL For 
years COM's colors have been blue and white. Since the 
subject of a mascot was under discussion. changing the 
school colors was also proposed. 

The need for more library hours was presented. Dr. 
Bass-said more hours could probably be added if enough 
stodents voiced that need. 

Another issue concerned the flags in front of the Ad
ministration Building A student asked Dr. Bass why they 

• ' 

• 

• 

• 

weren't taken down during rain. He said the flags are 
weatherproofed and be flown di¢ng inclement weather. 
The flags are taken down however during high wind be
cause they coold be damaged . 

Art student, Ray Taylor 
gets appreciation award 
Continued from Page 
didn't sustain more damage due to the quick action 
of the art student Ray Taylor," Marshall added. 

An appreciation certificate was awarded to Tay
lor, former fire fighter with Nacogdoches Fm: De
partmen~ at tho Art Festival on April 20. 
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What's Happening 

Former JnterCOM staff members display award certificates they won in the 1994 Intercollegiate Press Association 
Contest. Amy Bergeroll, on left, won first place ror sports page design; Derek Warren, sports editor, won second 
place for sports page design; and Amy Taft, managing editor, w.on second place for her three-part series on Domes
tic Violence. lnterCOM has won 14 awards in the past seven years. (Photo by Maree Doo) 

Paper garners 14 awards in 7 years 
Continued from Page 1----------

ing on the paper for five semesters, I feel like all that work 
finally paid off." 

Fonner sports editor, Derek Warren, whO is still at
tending COM was thrilled about winning a second-place 
award for his sports page layout in the March 1994 issue. 

"I was definitely surprised," said Warren who was at 
work when he was told "The news made my day. I con
sider this an honor knowing how many colleges com
peted. It's nice to know others think you're doing a good 
job. This will be my first award to hang on my wall and I 
hope there will be others.,. 

Amy Bergeron. who was on the lnterCOM staff for 
only one semester was surprised to have won fir.st place 
for her November sports page lafout. ••1 can't believe that 
I won for a sports page layout," Bergeron said " I received 
awards in in high school for my stories, but never any
thing for layout design. Even on my high school paper I 

never worked on the sports page because I don't like sports. 
That's why I was really surprised that I won first place for 
a sports page layout" 

TIPA was founded in 1909 at Baylor University in 
Waco with only a few Texas college and universities 
particapating. Today Southwest Texas State University in 
San Marcus, sponsors the contest, and 72 colleges and uni
versities are members of the association and participate in 
the contest in lhree divisions. 

The division is based on the size of the school. 
ln1erCOM has competed in Division 2 (3,000 to 7,(X)() 
credit students) for the last eight years and has won 14 
awards. 

Some of lhe Division 2 schools whi which JnterCOM 
competed include: Texas Christian University. Tyler, East 
Texas State University, Commerce; Texas Woman's Uni
versity, Denton; Southern Methodist University, Dallas; 
University of Housron..Oear Lake; and Amarillo College. 

COM Summer I session enrollment begins May 23 
College of the Mainland credit registration for Sum

mer I will be held May 23 and will begin in the lobby of 
the Administratioo Building. Registratioo hours are 8:30 
a.m. to 2 p.m. and 5 to 7 p.m. Summer I classes begin 
Saturday, May 27. The college will be closed Monday May 
29 in observance of Memorial Day, classes will resume 

on Tuesday, May 30. 
Admission requirements for Swnmer I must be met 

by May 16. 
For additional information call the Admissioos Of

fice at (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext 264. 

Enjoy magic of writing; sign up for InterCOM 
By MELISSA FRANKLIN 
Starr Re parter 

Have you ever thought about writing for a news
paper and experiencing the magic of having your name 
in print? If yes is your answer, then make plans to sign 
up for the 199S Summer I session and become a mem
ber of College of the Mainland's awanl-winning stu· 
dent newspaper, lnurCOM. 

Being a member or the staff offezs experience in 
several are&'l of writing including peoonality sketches, 
straight news, indepth repons and spans stories. 

Pholographers and cartoonists also are welcome 
to join the lnterCOM staff. 

Being a staff member also gives hands-on experi
ence in coosnucting a newspaper from the beginning 
stageS of brainslDmling for story topics to adding the 
fmishing toucites to the final product 

• 

No prior journalism experience is needed to enroll 
in COM's beginner journalism cow,e, COMM 1307 
(Writing for Mass Media). Those with some writing 
experience may enroll in COMM 2305 (Copy Editing 
and Production) with the instructor"s approval. Other 
higher level courses available with instructor's approval 
are COMM 2309 (Feature Writing), COMM 23 IO (In• 
tennediate News Editing) and COMM 2311 (News 
Reporting). Enrolbnenl in any of the courses must be 
accompanied with either lab course, COMM 1129, or 
COMM 1131 which will meet at announced times. 

COMM 1307,230S,2309,2310and231l meetas 
a pooled class on Mondays. Fridays from 9-11:SOa.m. 

To be eligible for credit regislration, admission re
quirements must be met by May 16. Regislration is 
May 23 from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 5 to 7 p.m. Jour
nalism classes begin Tuesday, May 30. Classes end 
July 7 for Summer I session. 
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People speak out 
By GINA CASTRO and JESSAMYN DENNEY 
Starr Photographers 

According to a repon in the April 24 edition of 
the Houston Chronicle, polls show lhat lhe con
cealed handgun issue is a 50-50 spliL In Houston, 
S4 percent of those polled opposed the carrying or 
concealed handguns, while 42 percent feel people 
have the right to carry a handgun with a license. 

The bill has passed the Texas Senate but it has 
not been set for debate by the full House. R"l'ubli
can Gov. George W. Bush supports the passing of 
the concealed handgwi bill. 

The pros and cons of this issue are endless, so 
JnterCOM asked: "How do you/eel about the con
cealed weapons issue? Do youfeel it should be 
passed inlo law?" 

Al Renfro: "I stand in 
favor of it because if you 
can pinpoint some of the 
weapons, you might de
crease some of the viol
cence. I am in favor of · 
Gov. Bush supporting 
the concealed weapons 
issue." 

Hoai Ha: "l think the 
government should have 
more control of guns. 
They should make the 
waiting period longer 
and investigate more 
carefully criminal histo
ry. I think gun laws 
should be tougher." 

Jay McGraw: "I don't 
believe the government 
should support the con
cealed weapons at all. I 
wish we had gun con~ol. 
I think the more guns 
you have, the more peo-

, :pie are going robe in

Barbara Hoke: "I feel that 
in the beginning if it passes. 
crime is going to rise be= people will feel a 
false power canying a con
cealed handgun. Then I ll:el 
crime will decline because 
people will realize they 
woo\know who's cmying 
a weapon arxl wOO's oot" 

John Paden: "Wo think 
that a pe,son has a right u, 
defend himself. At this 
point in time I doo't have a 
gun but I think it's a right to 
Ix, able UJ carry a concealed 
hand gun. I koow ii was 
passed in Florida and hasn\ 
caused enough problems u, 
attract national auention." 

Donald Demersoo: "It 
shouldn't Ix, jXlS>Cd because 
it will give more people the 
right., Cllll)' concealed 
weapons, people that dont 
need them (even with a 
background chcck). It11 re. 
a big mistake. More peo
ple's lives will be at stake." Jured." '·\, I,;--------·--~------· 
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See Speeding up graduation 
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TIPA Award-winner 

Poetry, fiction reading 
features COM writers 

Wennagel Outstanding Instructor 
ByMARCEDOO 
Assistant Editor 

The College of the 
Mainland Hwnanities Team 
sponsored a poetry and fic
tion reading of original ma
terial April 18 in the Leam
ing Resources Center Audi
torium. 

English professor, Dr. 
Mark Sanders, was master 
of ceremonfos and the first 
reader of the evening. His 

first poem was about his Dr. Mark San<lers 
early childhood in Nebraska, "Before We Lost Our Ways," 
was inspired by a visit to the house he lived in as a child. It 
revealed a childhood that was still free and easy at that 
time. Another poem related a dark time in his life when 
one of his sisters died. He was five and she was seven. 

One of Dt Sanders' poems the audience seemed to 
- enjlly was "The Ball Game lffl.'"'nlis poem descr!be<ta 

time, in his late adolesence, when be held off a mob of 
men with a baseball baL TIie men wanted to cut his hair 
which was down past his shoulders. See Poetry Page 11 

By NICOLE TORRES 
Starr Reporter 

Rohen Wennagel, accounting and business law in
structor, was announced as the Outstanding Instructor 
for 1994-95 at the College of the Mainland Employee 
Recognition Dinner he]d April 28 at the South Shore 
Harbour Reson in League City. 

The other four finalists who also were recognized 
with Teaching Excellence awards included Roger 
Stallings, speech instructor; Dwight "Doc" Miller, in· 
dustrial education instructor; Emmeline Dodd, biology 
instructor; and ~ester Arcenaux, nursing instructor. 

Wennagel said beillg chosen Outstanding Instruc
tor was a real honor, especially considering the (ield of 
candidates he was included in. ''I was a finalist with 
very good teachers. If any of them had won, I wouldn't 
have been surprise.d." 

Wennagel, who received both his bachelor"s and 
master's of business administration from the Univer
sity of Houston - University Park campus has been at 
COM since 1972. Wennagel, a Texas cenified public 
accountant since 19-74, teaches the transfer acoounting 
courses at COM. 

"He's a goodguy,agreat teacher," said Dr. Donald 
See Teachers Page 1J 

' 

COM Accounting instructor Bob Wennagel wins 
the Outstanding Instructor ot the Year Award 
April 28. (Photo by Jesmmyn Denney) 

Former journalism students receive TIPA awards 
By BARBARA E. LEWIS 
Managing Editor 

17, but winners were not announce.d until April 8 at the 
awards banquet held at Hyau Regcncy'Hotel in the Dal1as 
/Fonh Wonh area. 

Three Conner College of the MainlandlnterCOM staff 
me01bers are winners in the 1994 Texas Interco1legiate 
Press Association contest De.ad.line for the entries was Dec. 

Formermanagingeditor,AmyTaft, wonsecondplace 
for her three-part series dealing with domestic violence 
against women. The series ran in the October, November 

Swift response saves art gallery 
By GINA CASTRO 
Staff Photographer 

What could have been a costly disas
ter, turned out to be only minor damage in 
the College or the Mainland Fine Arts Gal
lery. Qui.ck reaction by an student Ray Tay
lor, who grabbed a nearby fire extinguisher, 
helped save the remainder of the art ex
hibit and possibly the Fine Arts Building. 

The an exhibit was set up in a small 
room built by artist Bogdan Perzynski in
side the an gallery. On April II smoke 
filled the small room when cables hooked 
up u, a piano used in the exhibit burned. 
The Texas City Fire Department rushed u, 
the scene. 

the fire occurred. The COM Maintenance 
Team noted that the smoke detector was 
present. but was not in operation at the 
lime of the fire. 

The fire was detected by several stu
dents who were attending a workshop by 
photographer/journalist Wendy Watriss. 
After locating the source of the smoke, 
Taylor used the extinguisher to putout the 
flames. 

and De.cember issues of lnlerCOM. 
Taft, who finished up her requirments for her 

associate's degree in December, was very excited when 
informed of the award ... It's about time," she said. "It's 
great to be recognized for your creali ve work. After work. 

See Paper Page 12 

According UJ the Texas City Fire De
partment report, an electrica1 cord shorted 
and extensive smoke filled the exhibit 
room. The electrical wire cable insulation 
was worn out due to lack of maintenance. 
The repon also noted that no smoke detec
tors were present and that a sprinkler sys
tem was not installed in the room where 

.. It is interesting that nothing could 
have been done differently in this situa
tion," explained Mona Marshall, COM 
Fine Arts Gallery director. "'The wiring 
was done by someone commissioned by 
the artist It had been tested. It is difficult 
to Im'ow there would be a problem. How
ever, given this experience, if we ha've 
another exhibit with electronic compo
nents, I would plan for lead time and have 
our own electrician check it In this case 
he probably would not have found any
thing wrong at that time. , 

"I think we.were very lucky that we 
See Art Page 11 

The Texas City Fire Department responded to a rrre in the COM Fine Arts Gallery 
April 11. The fire was extinguished by art student Ray Taylor. Cables booked to a piano 
for an art exhibit shorted out causing the fire. (Photo by Gina Castro) 
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