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What's Happening 
Sports editor speaks to journalists 

By MICHELLE L 
HILL 
Staff Reparter 

Rick Gilliam, Texas 
City Sun SJlOitS edilllr and 
College of the Mainland 
studen~ spoke to COM 
journalism students on 
June 13. 

Gilliam talked about 
, % , his experiences on the 

L..;...; ... R_,ick..,__~G.:iUia.;'.;m.;...=..u \taff of a small-town 

ne~andofferedad· 
vice to those seeking a future in journalism. 

He used the story of his life to convince his audience 
that it takes a lot of hard work and patience to reach one• s 
goals. Gilliam explained that he first became interested 
in journalism in high school and began his .car= when 
he was a senior in high school. covering sporu events for 
the Sun in the La Marque school districL 

Laler he became a bundle hauler (literally hauling 
bundles of paper to carriers' houses) and then a district 
sales manager which was "basically just a glorified pa
perboy." After Gilliam left the sales job, he became a cor
respondent for the Sun, which meant he sold his worlc on 
a story-by-story basis. When a position for a sportS re
porter became available, Gilliam applied and was hired. 

"I didn't go to college, and I really felt fortunate that 

I was able to start worlcing full time at a newspaper," 
Gilliam said. 

He WOl1<ed as a spons reporter for eight years at the 
Sun before he was made sportS editor. That promotion, 
however, was contingent on his getting a college degree. 
Gilliam, who began his college education at COM in fall 
'95, explained that education is an integral part of joor
nalism; a degree is an absolute necessity. 

In addition IO a college education and the ability IO 
write well, Gilliam said, "You need IO know your read
ers." The reporter also needs to have ties to the commu
nity, especially a small-iown newspaper reporter. Gilliam 
said the reporter bas IO get a sense of who he is writing 
for and about, and he also needs to circulate in the com
munity to hear the readers' opinions. He slated it would 
be difficult IO get the familiarity needed without having 
some type of suong connection to a town. 

The editor also warned his audience that joornalism 
is not an easy, glamorous job. The salary can be low, the 
how-scan be long, and it is a difficult field to enter. How
ever, reporting does have its rewards and a few perks. 

Gilliam emphasized that journalism is definitely a 
public career. A writer's personality as well as his indi
vidual writing style show through in his work. 

Reporters learn how to write and improve their writ
ing through a variety of methods, but, he said he learned 
to write by reading other reporters' writing. He also em

. phasized that writing requires sttong convictions. "You 
have IO feel strongly about what you are writing about." 

Artist gives COM students hints for success 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Managing Editor 

John Lowery, co-owner and president of Design At 
Worlc located in Clear Lake, spoke with the summer jour
nalism and graphic arts students lune 5. Lowery, the son 
of InterCOM adviser Astrid H. Lowery, spoke about skills 
and traits necessary to succeed in any career. 

Lowery discussed three faclllrS in his formula for suc
cess: talen~ education and enthusiasm. He said people 
have come inlO Design At Worlc IO show him their portfo
lio and "maybe they had talen, maybe they had enthusi
asm, but they've had a poor education," he said. "We 
also get people who have all the talent in the world, but 
they can't communicate. Tome they are duds. I don't want 
those people.'' 

Lowery streSsed the importance of communication 
and dedication to completing a job even if it means hav
ing IO worlc long hours to do so. 

Lowery, who is an artis~ said that when he is work· 
ing on a project for a client, he bu to become knowl
edgeable about the subjecL "You almost have to become 
a little pseudo expert." He considers himself a generalist 
rather than a specialist. "I don't know everything, but I 
know a little bit about a lot of things." 

Lowery also streSsed the importance of paying at
tention to courses that seem uninteresting or inelevanL 
"If you are taking these classes that you really don't care 
abou~ do everything you can IO absorb them (anyway). 
You never know what's going to come back around. .. 

When Lowery and his partner Mike Siovall started 
Design At Worlc, they "did everything wrong." They had 
no experience in business and no financing. ''Everything 
we did and our success in a lot of ways bas been purely 
by luck or an acciden~" Lowery said. 

From the time he was in junior high school, Lowery 
knew be wanted to own his own advertising agency. 
Acknowledging his lack of business educatioo and the 
difficulty that lack caused, he urged all who want to own 
theirowncornpaniesiotatesornebusinesscowses. "I've 
had IO prcpa,c myself the hard way; I've learned by fm,." 

Lowery suggosted studentscooside< doing intanships 
to gain worlc experionce. DesignAt Worlc uses interns and 

Lowery said it benefits both the intern and the company. 
Internships, which may or may not be paid, allow 

students to work in their chosen career field. Interns ex
perience first-hand the demands of the job and the amount 
of time and dedication required. The intern receives valu
able work experience he can use on his resume. and the 
company receives ineApensive or free help. The intern 
also makes contacts in his field at>d occasionally is hired 
by the company he interned for. 

Lowery auended the Art Institute of HouslOn while 
worlcing full-time at Eagle Engineering in Clear Lake 
where he met Stovall. After four years at Eagle, he went 
10 Space Industries and later to a small advertising agency. 

While both were working at Eagle. Lowery and 
SIOvall began Design At Worlc as a part-time business. 
About six years ago Lowery convinced Siovall to make 
Design At Work a full-time concern. They now have seven 
employees and are in their third office in Clear Lake. They 
also have a shop in Dickinson called Design At Work 3D. 

Lowery began his talk with a slide presentation about 
a typical day at the office that included being greeted by a 
group of enthusiastic employees ready to hand him his 
newspaper, coffee, aspirin and completed worlc. 

Lowery displayed a collection of bis worlc ranging 
from his earliest space illustrations at Eagle and Space 
Industries through recent pieces at Design At Work. He 
explained the process involved· in creating an B!(lvertise

ment. what media he 
used ( original artworlc 
and/or computer gra
phics) to produce it 
and its purpose. 

At the end 
Lowery quizzed the 
g,oop over facts he had 
discussed and general 
knowledge The first 
penon to correctly an
swer each question 
was awarded a poster 
of Lowery's worl< or a 
Design At Work T-

Job Loftry shirt. 

• 

People Speak Out 
By Gina C111tro, Patricia Hill, 

Matthew F. Jones and Rosalind H. Marsllall 

"Summertime and the living is easy ... " People 
are planning vacations, going to the beach, hang
ing out at the pool or just taking it easy. And here 
we are in class worlcing hard to earn those neces
sary credits. In light of this fact, IntetCOM decided 
IO ask an undemanding question: "What is your fa. 
vorite thing about College of the Mainland?" 

Tiffany Walker: 
I like COM for several 
reasons. It is dose to 
home and offers lots of 
new courses. Basically, 
it is a good school for a 
junior college. 

Karyn Lonplaff: 
The tuition costs are 
very affordable. 

Warren Murray: 
You can take courses 
you need ov« the 
summer, and they will 
transfer IO other 
schools. 

Demetra Nelson: 
I like the nice view of 
the lake. It is quiet and 
peaceful. You can study 
in a peaceful atmo-
sphac. 

' 

Cass Castanie: 
The teachers and classes 
are great. I usually go IO 
Texas A&M, but the 
studenl/teaeher ratio 
here makes the classes 
more advantageous. 

Preppie Olisoo: 
COM caters to the 
students. 

Melissa &pitia: 
It's not too big. The 
buildings are not all 
spread out and the 
campus isn't so 
crowded. 

Lain Faust: 
I've taken classes at 
three different colleges, 
and these are lhe most 
enthusiastic teachers I 
have ever had! 

IL,,, ....... -IilHrCO .... See""'M""'=""'•~ ... ··" ... :_•_•car __ ,....I I St111+-er recs eational opportunidea 
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Teamwork saves 
Eckert's shoreline 
By BILL GLENN 
Assistant Editor 

Lake Eckert has a new look. That landmarl< body of 
water at College of the Mainland, which draws visitors IO 
feed the birds, walk or jog around its perimeter, or just 
gaze at the reflections in its sulface, has new life. 

This new viaality tw rcsulied from the sweepings 
from pamng lots, fill dirt from a storm-sewer project and 
waste from constnlCtioo of COM Parking Lot C. 

"It IOOk a lot of teamworlc from a lot of people," said 
Bob Kostelecky, member of the Central Office Team in 
the maintenance department. 

Eroded by waves and wind, the hanks of Lake Eckert 
were creeping perilously close IO the wallcing path which 
curls around those shores. 

Browning Ferris Industries had swept the pamng lots 
during spring break, and a pile of sand and asphalt pebbles 
had accumulated. This suggested a partial solution of the 
...,... pml~em 11> lhe Grounds Maintenance Team. 

The grounds team thetnlt~I a six-weelr: flurry of 
.....,. near the first of May. By the middle of June, they 
had devised the permanent solution IO the problem. 

Grounds team members used the residue from the 
See Leftovers Page 11 

Oa Ille trail along Lake Eckert's bank, jogger, rar left, and COM -•ts, from left, Irma Jimenez, Michelle L. 
Hill and Julian Riano walk past Ill• lllonliae, opposite the hank that was restored through the combined effort or 
several ~ampQA teams. Tiie G.......,... Maintenance Team performed the pbysk:al labor. (Pboto by BUI Glenn) 

COM's Hensley to serve in Bosnia 
carry no gun. Hensley's first concern was not her per-

By BILL GLENN sonal safety, but fear of being cold. 
Assistant Editor Although $80,000 

Robyn Hensley, Col
lege of the Mainland po
lice officer and Police 
Academy instructor, bas 
taken a one-year leave of 
absence beginning in 
early June to serve Man 
international police moni
tor in Bosnia. She wilt be 
part ofafon:eof220US. 
police officers called for 
by the U.N. treaty. 

Hensley, who has 12 
years with COM, said that 
she bas the full support of 
the Police Team and 
COM President Larry L. 
Stanley. She plans IO re
turn 10 the college in her 
former capacity when she 
completes her tour of 
duty in Bosnia. 

The mission of the 
U.N. International Police 
Task Force is to monitor 
human rights abuses. 
They also will IJain local 
police. Althoogh she will 

• • 

COM Police Academy instructor Robyn Hensley points 
to lrooala oa a World War I map of Europe. Hensley Is 
spending a year in Bosnia serving '1'ith the United 
Nations as u international police monitor. 

(Photo by Rosalind H. Marshall) 

• 

• 

was reported as projected 
earnings of international 
police force members by 
the Houston Chronicle, 
Hensley said that figure 
was too high. She said the 
salary would be more like 
$47,000 to $48,000, with 
a per diem subsistence al'. 
lowance and an end-of
contract bonus. 

Hensley said her 
only apprehension was 
leaving COM. "I care a lot 
about the college. I feel 
extremely concerned 
about my students. It's a 
once-in-a-lifetime oppor
tunity, but I'm leaving a 
lot of people behind." 

As to those items 
considered routinely ob
tainable by Americans
bathroom tissue, soap, 
cosmetics and other toi
letries-she will have to 
provide ber own. "I will 

See Answer Pqe 11 
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Carousel travels to 
UHCL, opens July 25 
By MAITHEW F. JONES 
Staff Reporter 

The Biggest Li'l Theatre in Texas is hitting the rood! 
For its summer musical production, the College of 

the Mainland Arena Theatre presents Carousel oo stage at 
the Bayou Theatre at the University of Hoosion-Clear Lake. 

'The show nins from July 25 to Aug. II. 
The 1945 Broadway bit is the personal favorite of re

nowned authors Rodgers and Hammerstein. Audiences 
usually agree as director Marte Adams explains, "The show 
packs a wallop; it has a powerful message and is an emo
tional experience. 

See Carow,/ Page 11 

COM expands class options 
College of the MaiRlad provides several al-

. tllm1llivea IO ils usual CXIUIIIO offilrings, Sludtma, 
wllo In Ille coulil DOI allend cliisles ......,;..;;; of ' 

pal .. --
~ obild<:are or-•• · ~ 
-~odiotoplioesro....,.col!ege,Cl1ltlll. 

·. For information on we<Mltll wme:r·-, 

• 

·~-= doeud col!ege .QICJ \fl.1eJents(oplioes., OJl 
P8J1e 3; fut lnrormallan on~ see: "Thle
counes mmn fut fall SM ::1 ·ool'8Jle II; anti 
fut,in6a...oli4.. OIi the C UNIII ~ at Clear 
Creel::Hig!ISCliooi-"COMdaaesbeldatClear 
Creel:: Higll Sclloal" OIi P8Jle 2. 
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Editorial/News 

Church burnings 
bridge racial gap 

The recent SJl8le of too:hing blaclr. chun:ltes 
may have been intended to intensify hatred and 
rensiom between the races. If that is the C8!IO, then 
the pcrpell'IIDl'-<ir perpelratorS-have apparently 
experienced a backfire. 

A front-page story in the JIDIC 16 issue of the 
HouslOn Ouonicle reported of the lasting friendship 
established between congregations of the white Fir.It 
Baptist 0.urch of Conroe and the all-blaclr. Jones 
Chapel Baptist Chun:h across town. 

When anon deslro)'ed the black church, the 
leaders of the Fust Baptist Church extended an 
invitation to the congregation to use their facilities. 

Allhough a new building has been erected to 
replace the burned ooe, the inunction between the 
two congregations continues. 

What twisted thinking led to someone's setting 
ablaze such a stmng physical symbol cl. peace and 
love? One ctai,I« cl.the Ku Klux Kim.has denied 
involvcmeal and pointed l finger to olbcr bale 
~Nearly~offailhor 
rcligioo-deplol such aclioo. 

Noone can dolly lhlllJesusofNazaredt's 
n ge was one of love. And the burning of a 
church building ooJy increases the Slrcftgth of the 
church which emts in the hearts and sools of its 
people-white or black. 

We do not yet know if the guilt foc these acts 
belongs to a group, a deranged individual, oc 
perhaps io some unusnal chance. 

If hatred was the goal, thooe who set the fires 
have failed. They have only succeeded in demolish
ing some more of the barriers between whiteS and 
blacks. 

~Inter COM 
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May - Sudn Evans, director of Adult Basic Education, reaives the Employee of tile Mondt award from 
April wlnaer Karl Slager, Finuclal Sffvlces Team. Tile award was reantly created to recognize Ille oatstanding 
service of -ployees to COM. (PMm by Rosalind H. MuuaU) 

First 2 Employees of the Month named 
By PATRICIA HILL 
M-apgEdllar ~ 

WhenCollegecl.theMainland-Kad s...
RIUmed from vacation, he didn't find it strange to have 
the F'111811Cial Services Tham rounded up fer a pholograph. 
Occasionally COM teams gather for pictorcs. However, 
this was ooly a device to announce Stager's selectioo as 
the fust College of the Mainland Employee of the Month. 

Stager was surprised to find out he had received the 
first award and was COM April Employee of the Month. 
"I wasn't expecting it," he said. He knew team member 
Thana Trotter had nominated him, but be didn't think any
thing would come of iL 

Trotter said Stager is always ready and willing to as
sist students however he can. He is courteous to students, 
as not everyone is. And he also is willing to help team 
members with student problems al the cashier's window. 

Sandra Evans, director of Adult Basic Education, was 
equally surprised. She showed up al President Larry L. 
Sianley's office prepared for a meeting and was startled 
to realize that the meeting was just a ploy arranged to 
present her with the May Employee of the Month Award. 

Evans was very appreciative of the award, but was 

quick to point out that she couldn't have dooc it wilhwt 
the monbola ol her IClm. "If you didn't have Slll)pOlt, 
you couldn't do anything. None of us works in isolation. 
(This awm:d) brinp recognition to the (ABE) prog,am." 

The Employee of the Month award was instilllled by 
the COM s-. The Senate is cocnposed of staff, fac
ulty and students who panicipate in the decision-making 
process concerning rules and policies governing COM. 

The award is based on the acronym SERVICE which 
stands foc Success. Eoergy, Respect, Volunteer, Initiative, 
Creative and Effective. Employees nominate a person 
based on a specific act, accomplishmeot or behavior that 
best exemplifies SERVICE. Any employee receiving col
lege benefits is eligible for the award. 

Nomination forms are processed by Human Re
sources. 11te nominee's name is removed and a number is 
assigned to each focm before it is forwarded to the Citi
zens Advisory Commiuee. This committee, which is made 
up of people who represent five school disuicts located 
in the COM district, then scores and selects the winner. 

Wmners receive a certificate, a ttophy that is for
warded to the next Empolyee of the Month and a dinner 
fa< two gift-certificate al a local restaurant. They also be
come eligible for the Employee of the Year award. 

COM classes held at Clear Creek High School 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Managing Editor 

Beginning in the fall semester, College of the Main
land will have an extension college al Clear Creek High 
School in League City. 

In its last session, the Texas Legislatore passed a bill 
that designated COM the Junior College District for the 
Galveston County area of the Clear Creek Independent 
School District San Jacinto College will cover the Jlarris 
County parts cl. the CCI SD. 

Students who live in the Galveston County ponion of 
the Clear Creek disttict will receive a waiver of out-a
district fees for the extension college at CCHS. However, 
they will still have to pay out-of-dislrict fees if they attend 
lhe ll)ain <;oM camAA !n J"exas c;:ity. _ _ . . . . . • _ 

,. 
• 

• 

• 

Registration for the fall semester al Clear Creek High 
School will be held in the high school cafeteria Aug. 21 
and 22 from 5-7:30 p.m. F'mancial aid, counseling and teSt
ing services also will be available al this time. Late regis
ttation and any other support services will be at the Texas 
City campus. 

A wide variety of credit classes, Continuing Educa
tion, as well as professional development workshops and 
classes will be offered at the high school. 

Classes will be held Tuesday, Wednesday and Thurs
day eveoings. Most of the classes arc taught in thrce·hour 
blocks. 

For more information call (40'J) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991; ExL 435 for credit classes; Ext. 288 for Con
tinoing Ed11Catim; Ext 274 fe< financial aid; Ext 297 fer 
counseling; and ~ ZI') foc ~g. 

I 
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Answer to ad leads 
to Bosnia assignment 
Conliaued from l'llxe 

be backed-up in that area by Bob Williamson, Butch 
Carr and my parents," she said. Carr is with the 
COM Police Team and Williamson is with the Po
lice Academy. 

The management company contracted by the 
U.S. State Department to recruit and train penon
nel is Dyn-Corp Aerospace Technology. Hensley 
liist learned of their needs for officers through ex
PoliceAcademy student Robert Dodd. Recalled her 
attention to a newspaper advertisement which 
started her on her journey to Bosnia. 

The advertisement asked fa< officers with 10 
years experience in law fflforcement, six years of 
supervisory work, training experience and a 
bachelor's degree. 

In addition to the 220 officers who will operate 
in the U.S. sector of Bosnia, 1,600 will represent 
other U.N. countries. 

Hensley was enthusiastic when she talked of 
the challenges and adventure facing her. However, 
a note of sadness crept into her voice when she said~ 
"I'll miss them-I cooldn 't have a better family than 
the people at the college." 

Leftovers, topsoil help 
complete lake's renewal 
Con-from Page..,_ _______ _ 

sweepings to ·fill the WO<st holes along the bank. The path
way was saved from.falling into the water, but consider· 
able erosion damage remained. wllicb without interven
tion eventually -.Id become a major problem. 

At that time Texas City was installing a stO<m sewer
on Amburn Road. The Central Office Tham asked Texa., 
City aothorities fer the topsoil which was being hauled 
away from the SIO(lll sewer project. The request was 
granted, and the city left the topSOil in piles around the 
lake-atnocharge. · 

The next windfall came as construction began on 
Paiting Lot C during the same time. Kostelecky said that 
Trimble and StephensConsttuction Services of La Marque 

. had contracted to haul the laJge pieces of asphalt away 
and to place the existing limestone base where directed. 

Kostelecky then told how Neal Young of Trimble and 
Stephens carefully separated the asphalt from the lime
stone, and then dumped truckloads o,the clean limestone 
around the lake. 

Stanley EquipmentCocnpany of La Marque (no rela
tion to COM President Larry L. Stanley) contracted to 
extend the bank IO feet around the perimeter of the lake. 
"They then placed the limestone, shaped the bank, com
pacted it and spread and dressed the topSOil," Kostelecky 
said. This took three weeks beginning May 14. 

Susceptibility to erosion still remained. The team de
cided to "hydro-mulch" the bank. Hydro-mulching con
sists of spraying seeds and spores suspended in water to 
ensure thick and even growth. 

Saddlebmok Grass of Houston, which did the hydro
mulching, gave instructions to water the mulch daily for 
eight to IO days and then every other day until the grass 
was high enough to mow. Once the roots had formed, the 
erosion would be stopped. 

"The only water we had in sufficient quantity in the 
area was in the lake." Kostelecky said. ''The conll'llCIOI' 
rcconunended a boat and a pump." 

The Central Office Team bought a pump and bor
rowed a boat from the Industrial Education Team. Grounds 
Maintenance went into a flex-time mode so that watering 
would continue on Saturdays and Sundays. 

''Now if this isn't a tenific example of a multi-team 
effort to improve the appearance of our lake, I don't know 
what is," .~ecty exclaimed . . 

• 
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Carousel promises musical excitement 
ContiallCd l'rom Pqe 

"It offers soaring music, wonderful melodies, great · 
dancing and comedy, but it also leaves you with some
thing to think about.. 

CarolL!LI will be Adams' first musical since coming 
to COM as associate theater director in September 1995. 
His musical difector for the show is Michael Menz with 
MarybelleChaney andl'llula Sloan handling the choreog
raphy. 

The musical takes place in a coastal village in Maine. 
The story tnlCeS a swaggering, lighthearted carnival baiter, 
Billy, who marries a naive millwocker, Julie. Billy loses 
his job just as he learns Julie is pregnant Desperately in
rent upon providing a decent life for his family, Billy is 
coerced into being an accomplice to a robbery. 

The show's choral highlights include: "If I Loved 
You." "June is Bustin' Out All Over" and .. You'll Never 
Walk Alone." The cast has prepared diligently to reach 

~ form for the production, rchearsins Monday through 
Friday, 7 to !Op.m. The fealurcd performers include Shane 
Fairchild as Billy and Todra Bonner as Julie. Julie Simpson 
will play Carrie and Jay Meya- is cast as Enoch Snow. 

James Coate takes on the role of Jigger, Bonnie 
MantooisNeaieFowler,DebraTlbbettsplaysMrs.Mullin 
and Courtney WISSinger is cast as Louise, Billy and Julie's 
daughter. 

Caro..,./ is destined to be another in a tnlditim of 
exciting and unfurgeaable offerings from the Arena The· 
-. Performances run Thursday throogb Saturday nights 
al 8 with matinees on Swidays al 2:30 p.m. All shows will 
be at the Bayou Thcalre in the Bayou Building oo the UH-
Clear Lake campus. • 

Fa< ticket information; including group diSCOWIIS, stu· 
dent rates and genenil admissioo, contact the COM box 
office Bl (40'J) 938-1211 OC (713) 28().3991, ExL 345. 

Telecourses return for fall semester 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Managing Editor 

Did you know yoo can get credit for GOVT 2301 or 
!IlST 1301 i,n the comfort of your owo home via your 
television set? 

College of the Mainland, through an agreement with 
Galveston College, is once again offering these courses 
throogh the Distance Education Program this fall. COM 
began offering teleconrses in the spring some-. 

The COWllell arc targeted al students who arc unable 
to commit to traditional college classes due to work, fam
ily responsibilities oc other circumstances. 

Srudents can regi- al either COM or Galveston 
College. Registered studeatLmust eumd an nrieorarinn 
session ii COM on Saturday, Aug. 31. Books and class 
docwnents may be purchased al either college bookstore. 

Once Sllldents have registered and have been oriented, 
with boob, notebooks and pencils in band, it is time to 

begin class. • 
Three options for viewing the lecrures arc available. 
Every week lectures arc broadcast on Channel 8, 

Houston's PBS station. During the orientation, students 
will be given the airdateSofthe lectures. Those who miss 
the broadcast can view the tapeS at either college library. 
The easiest option is to rent a set of tapeS for $29.95. This 
will add to the convience r,f the course. · 

The courses require oi\Jy three tests which must be 
taken on campus at either COM's Testing Center or 
Galveston College's Skills Enrichment Cenrer. Prior to 
each test, review sessions arc scheduled al both campu.ses. 

As the flier for th&counes indicates, "Don't confuse 
flexible and convenient with easy.• Much ~ and time 
is involved. The coune.s require self-discipline'.. 

For information oo the telecourses call Cami Rankin 
at Galveston CoUege (409) 762-821!6; or Elizabeth 
Hassen! at COM (40'J) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, ExL 
212; or the Distance Learning Hotline al (800) 305.{;226. 

Summer 1996 InterCOM stalf memllers plller oa tlte back staircase of Ille Learulng Resources Center. Tile 
staff memben are l'ronl row, rn,,. left, Richard Davis; Gina Castro; Matlllew F. Jones; Juliaa Rlano; and 
Bill Glen, =istn•t editor, Back row, l'lllriclll Hil~ managing editor; Michelle L. Hill; ud Rosahcl H. 
Marshall, Layout artist, Man:, Doo, Is aot piclared. (Pboto by Astrid-ff. ~ery) 
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Interviews 
Retiree relishes 2nd career: teaching math 
By MICHELLE L IDLL 
Slaff Reparllr 

"I lii:e MIiking widt young people. I 1hint it t,q,s 
me young," said Jess Olive, World War D Yelalln, lfflled 
chemical engineer and College of die Maialud mad! in• 
structor. 

Olivo, who reaches primarily developmental ma1h at 
COM but bas taught college algel)n, trigonometry and 
lrigonometry-based physics, enjoys bis job Md encour
ages bis students to do !heir besL He says he calms bis 
SIIMleats' math fean and lries to KQI them over their pre
conceived D0lions aboal die sub,iel!I by explaining dto 
matttial well and encoungiag diem to see that "madl is 
not die booger that dley lhialt it is." 

In additiM to tea:hing developmental mad!, Olive 
also bandies COM's Svpc:rSlart prognun, a scholarship 
prognun for high achool Sludeats that COM English Pro
fessor.Ouida Sanmann began in 1987. 

Olive, who prcudly acknowledges that he is 69, be
gan his life in Homer, La. WIien he was 15 bis family 
moved to Tuurklma, Art., and al 17 he tried to join die 
U.S. Army but wasn't allowed 10 enlist because be did 
not meet die age roquiranent. WIien be turned 18, how
ever, be was successful in joining. His filst duty Slalion 
wss in Scotfield, Ill, from wherc be was transfomd to 
Okinawa. There be worked as a typist and clin. 

After serving SO\len mmths in Okinawa, Olive re
turned ID the United States and attended the Univenity of 
Arkansas in Fayetteville where be earned both his 
bacboklr's (with honon) and master's degn,cs in chemi
cal on~ He then was offered a scholarship to die 
Univonity of otlahoma in Norman to earn his doclOlllte, 
bal cbme instead to move ID Texas City and talco a job at 
Union Carbide. "I was just IOO lired of school," ho said. 

Olivo manied bis wife, Ruth, in 1954, two years af. 
la' moving to Texas City. They have two children, Tim 
and Kay. 

In 1982, while slill employed by Unim carbide, QI. 
ive bepn teaching lnduslrial Chemistry and Process Eco
nomic& at the University of ffouston..Cloar Lake. The fol· 
lowing yosr Olive retired from Unim Carbide after 30 
years of being a chemical engineer. He 1hen decided that 
teaching was what be wanted to do al'rtt retiring, which · 
brought him to COM in 1986. 

WIien be is not teaching, Olivo lleq,s busy widt vari
ous clubs, groups and orpllmltions. Those iaclude die 
Golden Divisioo of the Tuxas City-La Ma,quo Cbanber 
of Comme<ce<>f wbich be is a member; Tbel'iooeers Club, 
an o,ganization for Carbide retirees; and die Texas City 
HOSTPf08ram, which be helped esrablisll. This program 
assigns volunteers. to help two elementary students for 
one hour each wool<. 

He also serves oo die board of directors of 1unior 

COMdevelopmenlal-dt-..ctor J ... Olin pauses 
while workiag oa -terial ll>r Ille SaperStart.program, 
which he directs. (Pbolo by Rosalind H. Manball) 

Achievement in Texas City and I.a Mllrque and is die Sm1-
day School director at Finl Baptist Cbun:h in Texas City. 
When die time permits, Olive likes to travel, fish and col
lect stamps. 

Olive, who has never been a grandfather but thor
oughly en.io¥s bis students, says of them, "They are my 
grandchildren." . 

Ford Fairlane tells life story, reveals colorful past 
. • . debu . back to reality. . 

B• ROSALIND H. MARSHALL He warnlOd up agam: "That s nght, my twas lll He looked back at me with hooded eyes: "It didn't 
' p •·I drov J- t •••• IO ••• n.-. Morel "ht '60s' 

Staff Reporter SJC-. • - - - -. . slow down, Hon'; it screeched to a hall Once the 

There's more to that '56 Ftllll Fairlano in die iating 
lot of College of die Maiolead'• Automotive/Dieoel I.ab 
than meets die eye. 

"So, exactly how old are you, Mr. Fairlane?" I uted, 
having caught him idling the day away. 

"Jost call me Lano," be purred. "I'll be 40 yOIIIS old 
this year. Henry Ftllll actually namal mo al'rtt bis man
sion, Fair Lane. I wm ,., popular when I came out that fm 
die lint limo, Ftllll sales overtOOt O>efflllet's. But you 
know, I feel !ID lired aowadays, cxbansted really. I seem 
10 have losttbat spaik. I just can't keep up with die young,r 
generation. I nsed to live lo die fast lane," be began ro 
cbote; "now I'm praclically on die SCiap _hosp.• 

I waited while be spluumd and coughed, then .-..I 
die convmation toward his bsppier days. "I understand 
you've been a movie star, Mr. Lane," I probed. 

was my big break; Ibo:• I had a lead pan m Am<nCOA styling came in, everyone wanted Conettos 1lffll 
Graj/iUi. After that I kind of took a back seat. I~ out Thunderbirds. 1 was reduced to a novelty, a period piece, 
of mimnent for<.!"""· however. I was an extra m the anantiq.,,"bemared. "I spent IOyearscoasting,Imean, 
diner padtiag lot. . casting around for parts, then foond myself living on die 

. "Do you like~ 1110V1eS today, Mr. Lane?" I wronched road, sleeping rough. I started to fall to pieces. Look at 
him away from bis past. . . mcnow-lhaven'twashed in week&---Ijustdon'tdojack. 

"Oh yes, any road movto, of oourso. I liked Spe,d, My antenna is duct taped to my windslliekl, for Ford's 
and I enjoy anything with Tom ~ or Harrison Ford." sake," be whispered throatily. 

:•":"""~,.of all Ume7 .' pushed him. . "Don't you have anyone to lookafioryou?" My heart 
Clvis-. without a doubt. His windshield began turned over this two-tone jalopy was moving - power-

to """"' up. "Now lherc's a girl with soft shoulders and fully. ' 
dangemus cmvos. Nasty temptt, though, when sil<: g~ "Some guy was working with me back in die spring 
overheated. Of course, I hav~ seen plenty of moVICS m ... "ho star11:d upwistfully, then stalled. "But ... I guess be 
my time, especially at die drive-ms. Only ttouble w"".: got the red light from someooe at home; haven't seen him 
I'd always get popoo,ostuck betw~ my soatrunnners. since." 

"And what have yoo been•~g smco your acttng "Mr. Lane," 1 began, hesitantly, "how would you like 
career slowed down, Mr. Lane. I asked, draggmg him to go for a drive, just the two of us?" 

He popped bis driver's door open for mo. I climbed 
in. "Sit back, Baby, and enjoy the ride," be rumbled. We 
drove off into the sunset. his tail lighrs twinkling as 
"Hesrtbreak Hotel" crackled out from his radio. 

Ex-movie star Mr. Fair Lue lupislles in Ille sec-.i Aa-•dDiesel Lu parking lot at COM. His ~
llltlnMB Kliag .,._ ,........uyeat*6rtby Ille_ fads ola llfWera.Altboapf ....... a byllilowner, be 11 

pln•illg a trlamp-t: eback ._,_.._ of 1111 tacdll't. · · ·(Phom "7 R-ff.-Marshall) 
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TAAS scor~s rise; 
but who benefits? 

-MatthewF. ,_ 
Qur parents did not have to talce die TAAS leSI. 

Neither did om tr.acbers. In fact, the vay 1epacscnlalives 
and administrators who instituted die Tern Assessment 
of Academic Skills 1es1 never had ID pass it or oven 
anempt iL So lhoy csn\ apjiteiale die dilemma. 

Since being instilu!ed in 1991, the still-<:00ttoversial 
test has cauJed immeasW'ablo stress while allontpling to 
ID08llure die skills and abilities of Torn schoolchildren. 
And, however slowly, those schoolchildren are gradual· 
ing. 

The TAAS functions as die perfonnance assessment 
tool for both students and teachers in Tern public . 
schools. The Tern Education Agency sots the perfor
mance standards and then reviews lho results. Tho 
teachers and administnitors of each school district know 
this, so they all do lho logical thing-teach die students 
how to do wen oo die test. This is wherc lho problem 
begios. 

Most Texas schools performed better on die TAAS 
this year lhan last. Scores improved across die board for 
an subjects and grade levels. But bow did this come 
about? What sectot instructional technique was em
ployed to tum the tide against impendins failure? 

It's no secret, really. If performance on a single test 
is die sole m....sure of a student, a teacher, a school, or a 
dislrict, then each will work very bani, if not exclu
sively, ID porbm won 011 that test. Officials from TEA 
said as much when interviewed after the scores came 
out. But after graduation, lherc is no TAAS. 

Instoad, there are colleges Md trade schools, job 
ajlplications and family docisions, conununity responsi
bilities and a myriad of men:bsadisers clamoring to be 
among consumers' ...,...iitures. These items are not on 
die lest. 

The students who have survived public schooling 
under TAAS must speak CUL How well-equipped have 
you been for the cbalJenges of osrly adulthood? Did the 
TAAS help you get your filst job? Your own house or 
CIJC1 Did it help you decide whether or not to have 
children? 

This is not the only problem with TAAS or stan· 
dardized tests in general. When the SAT (and other 
standardi,.ed tests) became prominent tools for de
t«mining college admissions, they also were bailed as a 
panacea. But the essential problem remains: How can 
only one test, taken over ooe period of time, accurately 
reOect die accumulation of knowledge and skills gained 
during 12 years of school? How can schools bo expected 
to produce diverse, versatile ~s only to subject 
diem to a narrow, skills-specific test? How could this 
possibly determine what type of employee, citizen, or 
humao being is graduating? 

You msy help answer lheso questions with your 
vote. State electioos, while not as glamorous as the 
presidentlal campsign, determine who will decide the 
fate ofTAAS. 

By itself TAAS solves nothing. It produces nothing 
and it benefits no one, except maybe education adminis
tralm! who like posting numbers oo their bulletin 
boards. When die numbers become mon, prominent than 
the students, more important than die people, !here is a 
major poblom. • 

But it does not have to be this way. Thero are many 
options available. Educalion loallm in Texas need 10 
know die rosu1ts of !heir exprrimont. They need to know 
the feelings of lboso who have lived through TAAS. 

If die reply is loud enoogh, perhaps Ibey will realize 
TAAS is not lhe answer, reganlloss of the quoSlion. 

I 

• • 
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A11C11.,.._ofllleCOD1puter-ted"-Drato from 1helilmDn,p"11,art.,._.,esoa East Beadl, ~. 
as 1111111 toacbes an added. It - - al Ille '8 entries l• Ille A-• hstltute of Archltectore/Steel,- 10th 
Aaall Seadcaslle Building c-,.--Jue 1. (Photo by RooaJlad H, Marsball) 

Cost of political correctness too high 

Patricia 
mn 

Political correctness is now die "in thing." 
Every word spoken or written has to bo scrutinized 

to delermine whether lherc could boa hiddon,·inscosi· 
tivo, racist or sexist connotation. If you don't find one 
yourself, SOIIIOOIIO else usually will. In OU' attempt not to 
insult or....,_, anyone. we aro b<coming grim Md 
unpessionate. We censor ourselvbs and allow 90Ciety to 
censor us. 

People live in constant fear today of offending 
anyone. Being labeled a racist or a seJlist now can be 
likened to being called a "Commie" <luring die 19SOs' 
McCarthy En. One misspoken comment or phrase taken 
out of context and a person is labeled. Once you aro 
labeled you can never escape that label. 

When political correctness first came u, the fore
front, it was seen as humorous. Several novelty publica
tions poked fun at the whole concopL Tho best selling 
one wss James Fmn Garner's Politically Comet 
B,d,;,,,. SU1rl4s, which since 1994 has sold more than 2 
million copies. 

Gamer's fairy tales tell of"kindness impaired," 
"vertically challenged" and "food-<:entored" individuals, 
rather than witches, dwarfs, and gluttons. Garner's 
"Sleeping Person of Better-Than-Average Attractive
ness" wakes up and chooses 10 go through life without a 
prince. 

Unfortunately the entertainment value of political 

• ' 

• 
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corrocmoss has diminished and is now approaching 
ridiculoos. 

Everyone is familiar with "Give me your tired, your 
poor, yow huddled masses yearning to brealho free," the 
first line of F.mma l..a,.anio's poem engraved on die 
Statue of Liberty in Now York City. A later line that 
reads "The wreu:bed refuse of your teeming shores," 
was <hopped from a granite plaque at New York's Jolm 
F. Kennedy Auport bocBIISO it was considered insensi
tive u, refer IO immlgrants all "wrelched." 

Even die Bible has not escaped the altODtiorl of die 
politically corn:ct. You ca, now own the New T<"'1melll 
& Psalms: An Inclusive "'1-.rioa. The re&:aentc ID die 
pght hand of Clod in '-1ms 23 offended loll-handers, !ID 
it is now referred to as the strong hand. The Loni's 
Prayer now begins ''Our Father-Mother in Heaven." The 
word "kingdom" is palrian:lriaJ and is DOW "dominion." 

If we are foo:ed 10 analyze every uttt:nmce, the 
passion and power of die spoken - will be de-
stroyed. . 

And what of die classics and history? Are we going 
to erase the parts that we dao'tlikc, don't agree with, m 
doo't coosider politically cmect'I Wbea we chaage the 
words on die Statue of Liberty, .-o wo denying that tho 
people who entered this country through Ellis lslancl did, 
in fac~ have wretched existences in !heir native lands? 

In this enlightened time, society dtmands that we in 
no way offend tho SODS1Dilitics of any other person or 
group. When people are foreod IO live in fear of 1heir 
own words, we, as a comnry and a people, are progress
ing into die worldofGocrgcOrwcll's oovel, 1984. 

If we are no longer able to speak off die cuff or 
write our deepest feelings without fear of censorship 
then we have lost our first right specified in die U.S. 
Constitution-{1-.edom of spe,cll. 

clents7-' 
ill du:c ii tr Nacis Friday a..O. 
lid · pllldaftm S dti;;.;llldSSmlltf 
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News/Features 

'Cop Cards' replace 
conventional cards 
By BILL GLENN 
It sslstent Editor 

Ask College of the Mainland police officer 
Arbry Cliflm fer his phone number after July and 
you may get a surprise. Instead of an ordinary busi
ness card, Cliftoo may hand you somedling that looks 
ve,y much like a baseball trading card. 

On one side of the card will be a photograph of 
Clifton with COM Sbldentemployee Becky Manuel, 
011 the other side will be biographical data on Cliftoo, 
a history of his work and his departmental telephone 
number. 

"They •re more personal-not as cold and ster
ile as handing someone a business card," Cliftoo said, 
He noted that.it helps people to remember their po
lice officers and how IO reach them if they need help. 

Clifton said that lhese cards-which are called 
"cop cards" by the police depanments-are being 
used more and more by police officels. He will be 
the first officer oo the COM Police Team to have 
the cards. "I think the Olhel1i are waiting IO see how 
they do before ordering theirs." 

Not only will the cards help the public to re
member their police officers, they also will help of. 
ficel'S in other area departments to remember each 
other. 

"It's sometimes two or three months between 
the times we encounter officers from other cities." 
Clifton said. He indicated that memories can become 
fuzzy after such a long period. 

Cliftoo does most of his pa1rolling on a bicycle. 

COM police officer Arbry Clifton displays 
samples or"Cop Cards" -«I In plate or business 
cards by police departments nationwide. COM 
is following suit, and Cllllon will be the lirsl police 
ofl'"icer to have a Cop Card on campus. 

(Photo by Bat Glenn) 

'"They're ideal for the bikepa1rol," he said. "\\e have 
a lot of close and personal contact with everyone ... 

Clifton's cards are being processed now. He 
should have them sometime in latter part of Jul~ 

Doo't re swpriscd if some day you hear some
one say, "I'll trade you two Arby CliftoNi for ooe 
Jeanette Sl®ghler and one Willie Huerta." 

COM police to teach rape avoidance 
By BILL GLENN 
Aeskunt F.clitor 

College of lhe Mainland police olflCffll Arbry Clifton 
and Vomeae Jones have been certified as instructors in 
Rape Aggff:ssion Defense through ttaining Ibey received 
II Tulane Univcnity in New Orleals from June 12through 
June 14. "The lnlining was long and intensive," Arbry said. 

for early October. will probably be announced through 
newspaper advenisemcnts and possibly through Continu
ing Education bulletins. ''Vk're still worlting 00 ways to 
get the word ou~" Clifton said. 

COM Police Team funds paid for Jones'and Cliftoo 's 
training. There will be a minimum chalge to those who 
take the course. 

The training at Tulane University w~ by the RAD 
Corporation of Poquoson, Va. "We were lucky that we had 
the founder of the corporation, Larry Nadeau, for our in
structor," Clifton said. 

Pickup beds culprits 
in highway litter case 
By MATTHEW F. JONES 
Staff Reporter · 

Edllorlal/C 011UMnlary 
Our state's Doo' t Mess with Toxas campaign is a 

high-visibility series of public service announcements 
encouraging Texans not to litter. 

For nearly a decade, the campaigll has featured a 
wide variety of often entenaining spots to support 
canpliance with our anti-litter laws. In conjlDlction with 
this effort. signs are posted along many highways and 
roads to remind polential offenders at the last minute: 
'"Don't do it! Don't Mess with Texas!" 

After all, litter is darn ugly and dangerous to the 
environment. We all know this, but there is still trash on 
our roads. 

I can barely imagine the idiot who heaves his or her 
fast-food garbage out an open car window. The monu
mental stupidity and selfishness of this act are too much 
for me. Surely, I though~ there are very few, if any, 
morons pwposely littering in these enlightenend times. 

8 ut there still is trash Oil our roads. 
So I thought long and hard about this problem. I 

tmned it over in my mind every day as I drove up and 
down Interstate 45. Then one day, a theory came ID me. 

It is the pickup trucks. You see, the bed of a pickup 
serves as a monsuous back seat to lhe dri\'._er. Many of us 
use our back seat as a storage area for trash in transition, 
keeping it from becoming litter and holding it until we 
find a garbage can or recycling bin. 

Pickup truck drivers often do the same thing with 
their truck beds Only there's a problem. Truck beds are 
opeo. The faster you drive, the harder the wind blows. 
The harder the wind blows, the more trash finds its way 
out of the temporary home and onto our roadways. Big 
problem. 

It's not on pwpose, or with malice. I am certain 
many drivers clean out their lrUCk beds regularly. But I 
seriously doubt they take an inventory of all the Colre 
cans and burrito wrappers they have tossed into the 
back. And even if they did, it would ooly confirm the 
truth'-some of the trash is escaping! 

Each individual is ultimately responsible for his or 
her own actions and property. No law, no public service 
campaign can change people's actions. Whether littering 
,is from a simple accident or malicious laziness, we must 
look to ourselves to stop iL 

Come on. folks. Texas truly is getting cleaner. Let's 
help her get clean all the way. 

The course. which emphasizes two areas--<1wareness 

and avoidance, is designed to teach women psychological 
as well as physical defense. "It gives women options and 
viable considemtions in case of attack." Clifton said. 

The police team •s goal is a rape defence or RAD class 
every semester, Clifton said. Only women will attend. with 
lhe lowest age of students fixed at 14 yc,a,s. "Women feel 
more oomfortable and at eue in an all-female setting," 
Clifton said. 

Adams journeys to Poland for theater festival 

"Rape altaCks will probably occur in one of five set
tings," he explained. "These an, the home, out-and-abou~ 
in a vehicle, in public iransponation and on a date." The 
course teaches women what to be aware of and how to 
avoid posslbly dangerous situations. Clifton emphasiZIOS 
that avoidance is a prime considenltion. 

The RAD course also will give students lhe profile of 
the date-rapist. Certain actions or males shook! raise ' 'red 
flags" in the minds of females. 

In the event that an auack is unavoidable, students 
are taught physical ways to thwart theaggresso,They learn 
the JO places on the male body where the most pain can be 
inflicted. Sufficient pain can temporarily disable the rap
ist to give the woman a chance to escape. 

The COM Police Team believes that such lnlining is 
necessary for the smdent body and the staf, as well as for 
the general public. C~Sf"• the frrst of.:wf!ich -~ pla!jned 
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By MATTHEW F. JONES 
Staff Reporter 

Most Americans viewed the fall or the Berlin Wall as 
a good opportunity for the people of esstern Europe. Mark 
Adams saw the same event as a great opportunity fa the 
people of southern Texas. 

"i'd like to arrsnge a cultural theater exchange," 
Adams said. "We could send a small-Qst productioo from 
COM and then host one in return." 

Adams believes an exchange program could "provide 
a valuable exchange of ideas and spread culnual aware
ness by frrst-hand experience." 

Adams, College of the Mainland's associate theater 
director, hopes ID accomplish this lofty goal 00 his pend
ing trip to Warsaw, Polimd, Aug. 12 to participate in the 
International Theatre Festival. He was invited to the five
day event to represent American community theater. 

Adams supplements his knowledge and expertise in 
theater with a broad range of experiences. And European 
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culmre has long been one of his main interests. "I've had 
friends who've dooe lecturing and directing in eastern 
Europe, and they've come back with stories which have 
always interested me." 

It took the fall of the Berlin Wall, however, IO further 
pique his interesL "I thought, 'How fascinating to live un
der one form of government for 70 years and then be forced 
to be free. ... 

The combination of theater, culture and politics made 
the trip to Warsaw irresistible. "I'll get to put into profes
sional practice what I've been personally interested in for 
many years," Adams said. He capitaliud oo COM's pro
fessional development policy and bis own personal inter
ests to procure the chance for the trip. 

The festival will feature English-language perfor
mances by casts from eastern European countries. Adams 
will present a paper on an indigenous aspect of American 
community theater and participate with other invited di
recton in a panel discussioo. These direct<n represent high 

"':oo.<JI ~ !'\'JI~~ \heaJe!". regi'\1\81 thel\tei; al]d Broadway. 
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Counseling & Testing Center 
Career, transfer advice 
provided for students 
By ROSALIND H. MARSHALL 
Staff Reporter 

Need some advice on which courses to take? Or help 
with writing a, impressive resume? The College of the 
Mainland Counseling and Testing Center can help with 
these and many other issues. 

Located on the second floor of the Smdent Cente,; 
the Counseling and Testing Center offers a wide range of 
student services. including an orientation program f<r new 
studenlS, academic advice, personal counseling, a career 
resource library, transfer information and in-house testing 
for appraisal"and certification. 

.. A pmspective student may come in with a career in 
mind," said Counseling Center Sbldent assistant Becky 
Manuel. "We can help them fmd out the facts. They can 
view videos about an occupation and use the Guidance 
Information System (GIS), a computer program which 
gives information on 3,000 colleges and universities, fi
nancial aid and can even print out personalized scholar
ship letten." 

Counselors provide individual advice on education 
and career goals to help stodents select the right path. In 
addition, a wealth of self-help resources is available in the 
form of books, videos and pamphlets, covering subjects 
from time management to public speaking, Free workshops 
also are held periodically, on topics such as resume writ
ing and job search strategies. 

Representatives from the University ofTexas Medi
cal Braue~ at Galveston regularly come in to give talks on 
careers ran1ing from nursing to physical therapJI and other 
colleges such as the University or Houston-Clear Lake, 
will do presentations oo lhe com,es and facilities they have 
to offer. 

Anew addition in the Counseling Center is the Trans, 
fer Center. which houses material from senior colleges 

Galveston IMAX film 
tells immigrant's story 

By MATIHEW F. JONES 
Staff Reeorter 

The newest IMAX 30 film II Moody Gardens 
in Galveston is Stephen Low's Across the Sta of 
Time. The film centers on Tomas, an II-year-old 
Russian stowaway on a ship traveling to New York's 
Ellis Island, as he begins a quest to fmd the family 
of his long-lost ancestor. 

This is the ftlm's first showing outside of New 
York City, where the film is set. The film's tale of an 
immigrant's journey will.resonate withGalvestoo's 
history as the largestimntigration point in the South. 
An exhibit of the Galvestoo immigratioo story also 
will be on display in the IMAX Gallery. 

One of the filin's most intriguing elements is 
the juxtaposition of actual antique stereocard pic
tures---On the cutting edge of photography in the 
early 20th century-with the IMAX 3D format of 
the movie today's newest film rechnology. 

Low, director and producer of the film, describes 
the effect of 3D photo stills in a 3D film, '"These 
tiny, little image,..._intended to be looked at through 
stereopticon, and never in1ended to be blown up-
were suddenly life-size. Pictures of these long-ago 
dead people were ve,y poignant and sad." 

Acrossthe S,a o/Tllnl! shows daily 1111:45 a.m., 
2:15,4:40, 7:05,and 9:30p.m .. thelastasadouble
feamre with The LA.st Buffalo on Fridays and Satur
days. Tickets are $6 pee person; free for children ~ 
and under. For information, call (800) 583-4673. 
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InterCOM staff members Michelle L Hill and Julian Riano survey displays from universities In the transfer room 
or the Counseling and Testing Center. The center is located on the second floor or the Student Center and offers a 
variety oi services, such as academic advice and In-house testing. (Photo by Rosalind H. Marshall) 

across the state, giving practical information about the 
campuses m well as course equivalents and transfer re
quirements. 

Professional counselors are available for confidential 
individual or group sessions to discuss academic concerns 
and personal issues. "The more the students know about 
themselves," said Leroy August. one of the counselors, 
"the better they can be aware whether the career they 
choose will give them the opportol\ity for growth." 

Self-help resources in this area include books. audio 
and video tapes on subjects such as stress, substance abuse 
and eating/weight problems. Referrals can be made for 

iuues not covered in-house. 
Appraisal tests, wit.ch determine proper course lev

els for students, are•dministered_in the Testing Center as 
are GED tests which are given on a regular basis. Students 
also can take certification tests in fields, such as law en
forcement and process technol~ For Sbldents seeking 
credit for particular courses through testing, nationally stan

dardized CLEP tests are administered IIIOtllhly: 

When asked whether students made enough use of 
the Counseling Cen~ Manuel said: "No, I don\ think 
enough people know we are here, or what we have to of
fer. Make use of us, we are here for you." 

COM offers variety of on-campus food choices 
By BILL GLENN 
Assistant Editor 

Hunger pangs should never interfere with one\ stud
ies II College of the Mainland. Numerous ways to ease 
that feeling are scattered across the campus. 

John E. Littles, food service managecll COM. pointed 
out that there are more that 35 vending machines on cam
pus which are stocked with drinks, snacks and even sand
wiches.1be sandwiches are available in the lunchroom in 
the older section of the Technical/\lx:ational Building. 

Littles is employed by Brown Food Service Inc. of 
Texas City which has the contract to provide on-campus 
food. In addition to the vending machines, there is a snack 
bar with a cafeteria-style "hot line" in the Student Center 

The hot line serves a complete meal which includes 
an entree, two side onlers, bread and a drink. The average 
price is $4.97 with tax. Liules said that 250to 350 of these 
meals are served each day during the fall and spring se-

ever, if bills must be used. then one should read the in
structions and insert the bill as indicated. He also said that 
old bills shook! not be used. These precautions will avoid 
the ~hine's ••eatmg" of the money. 

Littles said Brown Food Service Inc. also caters events 
on campus. The company operates in the Galvestoo County 
area and also provides services on Galveston beaches. 

Summer hours for the snack bar are Mondays through 
Thursdays from 8 a.m.4 p.m. and Fridays from 8 a.m.
noon. 

Fall and spring semester hours are 8 il.m.-8 p.m., 
Mondays through Fridays. 

Littles said that he participates in college activities 
and takes classes when he can. He can be reached II (40'J) 
938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, ExL 415, 

mesters, and ISO to 250 during the summec I.at& ill!Billnih.., lar die College C!f ._, ~ 
A self-serve sandwich bar provides from 75 to 100 1111d Sumnw JJ __,,. will be.....,.. Vtzdny,' · 

onlers each day. Short orders are available, as are break- 1111)' 8. 811d Tuesday, Jilly 9, in Ibo.• I i "niiMi ,e 
fasts cooked to order which are available all da1 Piu.a is B!llldii!g, , 
served at 75 cents pee slice. '1!rd I am JIIIIY .,...,. adds 811d dRlpi lilt .· 

Littles has been in his present job for ihe past yea, 1tl!e1 I rt , I • during regislatMiorl.-t,,..,.i . 
'"The first change I made was to change lhe attitude of St f rlin,gl$!elU111aiewillbL.:lwpd•Ull• · 
food service employees," he said. "Now they're friend- 4itioo111 $1.0lee. Ally...,._ wf1o..,.. 111 adl'lG' 
lier and more customer-oriented." &wadaa will be~•~ k · 

Lee D. King, with approximately two months at his . Stltdelll*wlll:>~to-~duid!ig$wrl, 
job, is kept busy as he services the vending machines in a nwU..butbave-lllcxlu 1PP1iMli1ttf-<110met 
nevec<(lnding cycle. He said he wants his customers to be admlsoioll ,equi, ,neMS,,CSI lllill.do SIi ilrlbto Ad-
completely satisfied. lllislriaolOflice duid!ig m~ 

King advised that the best way to avoid change lrOUble Suauer II cJasses-tn.July 8toAq, 17. 
wi,~ ~ ~ .hlne,s is If:> .•\S!'.~o,ir.s _in"""'1 ~f .~\Jls, . !f!>)V;, , • ._ _______________ _. 
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Campus Life/Entertainment 

Adams maintains high quality theater 
ByMATfllEWF.JONES 
Staff Repamr 

It was almost one year ago when the call went 001 
nationwide. Oneof the most successful and ,especte<! coo,
munity college thealer programs in the country needed a 
new a.isociate theater direcl01'. 

A ttagedy created lhe need, but ofien 001 of ttagedy 
comes opportunity for growth. In this case, 300 applicants 
vied foc that opportunity. The college chose Made Adams 
to replace the late Reggie Schwander, who died of AIDS 
in February 1995. 

When lalking with Adams, College of the Mainland 
associate theater director, ii doesn't lake loog to see why. 
His office walls are covered with memorabilia from film 
and thealer, and his book: shelves hold volumes of plays. 
This man knows his work. 

But he knows more than just his wort.. ··rve worked 
in the film industry, as a screenwriter; I've directed for 
television and for professional !heater. 

"Since I've done so many different things, quite hoo
estly, this job is the perfect marriage of what I most enjoy 
doing---<lirecting plays and teaching classes." 

The marriage appears to be going extremely well al
most a year later. 

"II has been vecy fulfilling," Adams says. "I'm very 
active in academic theater, I teach two classes per semes
ter, I;m the adviser to the student theatrical guild and I try 
to maintain a supportive and helpful relationship with my 
students." 

Those who are used to the Arena Theatrc's high-qual
ity productions may forget why they are so excellenL But 
Adams can explain why. 

"Basically, I function as a professional director. I di
rect two or three shows each year that are not just college 
productions, they are community theater productions." 

This unique relationship provides both the challenge 
and the reward for Adams and all of the theater's partici
pants. It also makes Adams' job a little tougher. 

"A lot of our goals are suictly mainienance--main
taining the high quality of the shows, the high quality of 
instruction, our reputation and continuing the Southwest 
Premieres we do every year. This is our priority." 

One immediately senses he won't stop there. He 
doesn't ... In terms of advancement. I want to build on the 
success of last year's Celebrity Auction. 

Mark Adams, associate tbeater dinctor, rests between 
rebeanals of Carou,I, COM Arena Theatre's summer 
musical, set to open July 25.(Pboto by Matthew F.Jones) 

"Last year, we achieved om goal of five new theater 
major,. This year, I wookl like to top that number. And, 
we must keep our commitment to expanding the opportu
nities for our students. That is why we created Theatrix, 
lhe student theater guild. That has been vecy exciting and 
rewarding." 

This summer's.musical, Caro=I (July 25-Aug. 11), 
will be Adams' frrst COM musical production. (It will be 
presented on the Bayoo Thea1rc stage at the University of 
Houswn-Clear Lake.) 

Again, he's taking-oo as much as he can. "Half of the 
cast members have never appeared in a COM production 
before. Also. many of the players come from musical back
growids. so this will be my first opportunity to work with 
them." 

In case this isn't enough, Adams has one more activ
ity to keep him busy.He'll travel toPolandAug.12forthe 
International Theater Festival to representAmerican com
munity theater, as well as the COM Arena Theatre. 

Adams obviously enjoys his work here at COM. and 
considering his success and future plans, the feeling seems 
to be mutual. 

Shakespeare festival 
in Houston Aug. 2-17 
By MATTHEW F. JONES 
Staff Reporter 

Summa brings many things to Houston. Some 
of them, like mosquitoes, are rather unpleasant. But 

.. fortunately. summer brings some pleasant things as 
well. 

One of those pleasant tltings is the 22nd An
nual Houston Shakespeare Festival at the Miller Out
door Thea1re in Hermann Parle. The festival features 
weekend performances from Aug. 2-17, with all 
shows at 8:30 p.m. 

This year, the festival presents The Winter's Tale 
and Macbeth from Shakespeare's massive repertoire. 
Both plays will be essentially traditional productions, 
presented in the approximate time and setting of the 
original plays. 

The Winter's Tale comes from late in 
Shakespeare's career and is known as a romance or 
problem-comedy. Not as grand in scope or tragic in 
consequence as Macbeth, The Winter's Tale has per
haps a more universal theme-4he effect of time on 
the individual and society. 

Macbeth, one of Shakespeare's most widely pro, 
duced ttagedies, takes the audience to Scotland near 
the end of the Dark Ages for a classic power S1rUgglc. 
At slake is the throne of Scotland and the souls of 
those who desire iL 

The Winter's Tale plays on Aug. 2, 8, 10, 14 and 
16. Macbeth appears on Aug. 3, 7, 9, 15 and 17. All 
performances begin at 8:30 p.m. 

All tickets are free, but pavilion tickets must be 
picked up the day of the show between 11:30 a.m. 
and I p.m., at the Miller OuuloorTheatrc ticket of
fice. Any remaining pavilion seats will be available 
beginning one hour prior to showtime. No tickets 
are needed to sit on the grass. 

Miller Outdoor Thea1rc allows theatergoers to 
bring anything they wish except glass containers. 
Rccommended items include a blanket, repellent for 
the aforementioned mosquitoes, a cooler full of bev
erages and cool, comfortable clothing. 

Summer library hours different from fall, spring 
By JULIAN RIANO 
Staff Reporter 

Do you have a lot of reseach to do? Is home life so 
hectic that you ~'t concentrate enough to complete your 
assignments? Where can you tum? 

The College of the Mainland Library is a great place 
to start. The helpful staff and quiet environment will put 
yoo back on coorse. 

The summer hours are Mendays through Thursdays, 
7:30 a.m.-9 p.m.; and Fridays, 7:30-noon. The library is 
not open on Saturdays during the summec 

If yoo are new to COM and need help in the libraf)I 
Tracey Cuellar, reference librarian, will be glad to assist 
you. "The library is central to lhe success of the students 
and the college," Cuellar said. 

Cuellar, who said students may call her Tracey, will 
be happy to show them how to fmd materials on their own. 

.· 'Various days availabl · 
Wlldni iii .... 
boa solntioll. 

oflhe 
aUlally 

., S.alld61iilhoMiim,i111 ·~1}1.ir1~ ... lleltlllfdAug. 
·. · . lf you amniitmau Jt 10ear1y ~ st1 .. ;...;;., 
lar~~· ~ beAq. 28 81l1129. . · 

.. I ale ,egislmion 8llll '!' W!e <hu'II • • M · 
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Among the reference tools available at the library are 
COMC1'J, the library's computerized database, and the 
Library Reference Nerworlc, a CD-ROM local area net
work. 

The library also has a World Wide Web station lo

cated to the right of the circulation -· 

''Libraries are a blending of old technology (AKA 
print) and newer technologies," Cuellar explained. 

The library also fearures a monthly exhibit on a num
ber of subjects in the display cases on the first floor and on 
the mezzanine. 

Tillie Henson, circulation coordinat01; encoorages 
COM staff, students and community members to partici
pate in putting together exhibits. Anyone wishing to put 
together an exhibit should contact Henson at the library 

Along with perennial displays such as Black History 
Month and ChriS1rnas, past exhibiis have included a child 
development display, student art Wotk, African art worlc 
and various collections. 

' June and July's exhibit was set up by COM COSIIIOIOl
ogy student Minnie Shelton. It showcases a comparison 
between pasi. and p= cosQ!etologJ< 

• 
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'English' seems foreign 
to British staff reporter 

. Rosa,lln4 H. . 
Marshall .. ' ... 

"Say What?" 
I've lived in foreign countries without 

speaking much of the language, and visited others 
where I dido 'I have the slightest idea what was 
being said. For all I knew, the border guards in 
Afghanistan were discussing Einstein's theocy of 
relativity. As for the Turlcish taxi drivers, I'd rather 
not know what they were screaming as they uied 
to splatter me and my rucksack on the streets of 
Istanbul. 

When I was planning a move IO Texas from 
my native England, I thooght, "At least this time 
I'll understand the language." 

How wrong I was. 
'"Aheecya" took some time to decipher. It 

seemed to be an expression of agreement, said 
emphatically whenever a universal truth was 
uttered. '"I know I'm speaking loudly and clearly," 
I thought to myself; "'they can obviously hear me, 
why tell me so?" 0~ validations included, "You 
got that right," and .. Ain't that the truth," which I 
took to mean. in Briµsh English, '"You hit the nail 
on the head, old chap," or. as Mary Poppins would 
say. "I quite agree!" 

'ibere ya go," bewildered me for a while. 
"But I'm not going anywhere," I would protest, 
wondering why I was being given directions. 

"What's goin' on?" people wouJd ask me, and 
after patiently explaining to them: "Well, there's a 
civil war in Bosnia, the price of petrol (gas) is 
,going up, and I do believe there's going to be an 
election," I was enlightened to the fact that it was 
just a casual greeting.· 

"How're ya doin '?" was anotfier one that 
puzzled me, "How am I doing what?" I pondered. 

'"Cool!" seemed to cover a multitude of 
situations, to which an English person might react. 
.. That"s rather splendid, I must say." The first time 
&t>meone said "Yes, Ma'am" to me, I nearly fell 
off my perch (quaint English expression). Such 
reverence is reserved for the Queen where I come . 
from. 

As for being ca11e.d .. Honey," "Dar1in"' and 
"Babe" by all and sundry, that would be consid
ered politically incorrect in England, where no one 
seems to use casual terms of endearment anymore. 
Shame, I used to enjoy being called "Luv" and 
"Ducky" when I went into a calf (eatery) for a 
cuppa cha (cup of good, strong English tea). 

A friend of mine constantly perplexes me 
with her East Texas accent ... My cor really needs a 
paint job," she told me. Uh:huh? Oh, I see, car. 

.. I Jove ort," she said, as we discussed the ..., 
exhibition at the Houston Museum of Fine Ort, 
sorry, Art. When she started telling me about her 
family form. which is at the bouom of a heel, I 
was in trouble. Aha! An agriculturally-based piece 
of land nestling below a small moontain. I finally 
gotiL 

Car parts cause no end of confusion. I open 
the bonnet to check the oil, and I put my shopping 
in the hoot. A Texan pops the hood, and puts the 
groceries in the trunk. A wrench is a spanner. an 
antenna is an aerial, and as for trucks, we have 
lorries. 

After a year and a1lalf here, I'm finally 
acclimatizing. The other day I caught myself 
saying, .. Alrighty, I'm fixin' to leave. Bye y'all!" 
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Area high school students, from left, Jessica Cain, Misty Hoy, Rebecca Valentino, Elizabeth Rogers and Michele 
Dyogi examine fetal pigs during the lab for Dr. Rbame's BIOL 1408 cbm in the first summer session. Cain, 
Valentino, Rogers and Dyogi are participants In COM's SuperStart Scholarship program. (Pboto by Gina Castro) 

SuperStart propels area teens into college 
By MICHELLE L. HILL 
Staff Reporter 

How woold yoo like free tuition and fees? Free books? 
That's what 49 local reenagers received tltis summer. 

The students who are juniors and graduating seniors 
from local high schools are participating in College of the 
Mainland's SuperStart program this year. 

SuperStart is a scholarship program designed ro al
low high school jm1iors and seniors earn tuition-free col
lege hours the summer before or af1er their senior year. 
COM pays for the books, and the tuition and fees for one 
course during the first summer session. The classes avail
able for SuperStart students are ENGLl301, ENGLI302, 
geology, chemistry, biology and college algebra. 

Almost 300 students have beoefitted from the 
SuperStart program since it was established in 1987 with 
English Professor Ouida Sanmann as its director. Sanmann 
was asked to establish the program at the direction of Dr. 
Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student Devel
opment, who was familiar with a similar program at Blinn 
College in Brenham. 

SuperStart, which was modeled after the program at 
Blinn, was originally iniended to attract students to COM 

and to give them an enriched e\,perienced. The program 
became a success. and soon developmental math teacher 
Jess Olive began working iith Sanmann on iL They 
worked together on the program for two years before 
Sanmann relinquished control to Olive. 

Sanmann stated enthusiacally "It is a wonderful pro
gram and rm proud of it. .. 

The three criteria for students to apply for the 
SuperStart scholarship program are I) be in I Ith or 12th 
grade; 2) have a teacher's recornmendatioo; and 3) have 
one of the following: an ACT score of at least 24, an SAT 
score of at least 1000 or be in the top· 25 percent of their 
graduating class. 

If they fit the criteria for the program. students are 
lhen chosen by theµ" responses to questions and essays that 
they write. 

This year's recipients represent IO different area high 
schools. The students are from Texas City, LaMarque, 
Dickinson, Hitchcock, Santa Fe, Galveston, Crystal Bea:h, 
Houstoo, Bacliff and League City. 

This year's program has the highest number of par
ticipants that COM has ever had, Olive said. He added 

- that it is a great program and hopes it will become even 
more popular and successful. 

COM hosts summer high school program 
By RICHARD DAVIS 
Staff Reporter 

As it has since 1989, College of the Mainland is again 
hosting the Mainland Secondary Summer School Program. 
The summer school is run in conjunctioo with six area 
school districts: Texas City, Santa Fe, Dickinson, 
Hilehcock, Friatdswood and La Marque. 

Program Coocdinato< Bridget Fem:ll said several fac. 
tors lend advantages to the COM program over what an 
individual district could offer. 

"It allows students an oppoctunity to meet and inter
act with students from other distdcts." she said. 

Ferrell went on io explain that pooling the disuicts • 
students increases the likelihood of classes meeting mini
mum enrollment requirements, therefoce avoiding the can
cellation of classes. 

The program runs Monday through Friday and offers 
morning cluses as well as afremoon classes to better meet 

. students' needs. Morning classes are in session from 7:20-
1:10 p.m., while afternoon classes commence at 1:45 and 
fmish at 4:45. 

' 

This year the summer school program ~ an enroll
ment of 550 students, a slight increase over last year's 
enrollmenL The program's faculty and staff members also 
come from the six school districts, "'I does the principal, 
Kevon 'M,lls, who teaches science and Principles of Tech
nology at Texas City High School. The localized faculty 
coopled with the COM campus give both a sense of diver
sity and a sense of familiarity to lhe program. 

''One of the underlying benefits of having it (surnme: 
school) here at COM is that the entire community ge!S 
exposure ro the college campus," the principal said 

The classes offered allow students to either recover 
credits they have fallen short of earning during the regular 
school year, oc a chance to lake additional courses over 
the summer to acquire extra credits enabling them ro meet 
the growing admission requiremenm of many majtx uni
vasities. 

Wells' office is located in the Technical/Vocational 
Building in Room T-149. Any questions or concerns may 
be addressed to his office at (409) 938-4 211 or (713) 280-
3991, Ext. 493, or to the coordinator's otf'>ee at ExL 406. 

The program's classes end July 19. 
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Sports/Recreation 

NBA Champ fails 
if graded on curve 

Richard 
Davis 

Ctuve balls are funny lhings. They have colorful 
names, such as Uncle Charley, lhe Alabama Hammer, 
lhe deuce and lhe hook. They Vllf)' from pitcher IO 

pitcher. They have caused baseball's greatest hiuers to 
buckle at the knees. Some physicists even deny their 
very existence, claiming they arc merely optical 
illusions. 

·Dwight Gooden's hook helped lhe 1986 Mets win 
lhe World Series. 

But. before this year, a curve ball had never helped 
win an NBA title. 

Indeed, as lhe final horn SOWlded oo lhe NBA 
season, lhe days when Michael Jordan was min:d in 
bush league mediocrity, chasing deuces in lhe din 
seemed far behind him. Inslead, he spent lhe 199S off
season chasing a new dream---a retlP'n to his former 
glory, a re111rn to lhe top of lhe NBA .mouruain. 

Jordan spent his time hilling lhe weights and 
hardwood inslead of hilling lhe balling cqe and 
outfield last swnmer. A lackluster relllrn kl hoops 
moolhs before seemingly rcigniled lhe rue that had 
burned wilhin him since he was cut from lhe varsity 
baskerbatl team as a sophomore in high school. 

Absent Ibis......, were Ille glut of _,.ials 
from McDonald's, 0-. Hallcs and Nike that made 
Jordan a pop culture icoo. Thac was no mistaking that 
his focus centtted oot only on basketball, but also oo 
affirming his place in that ,p,n's histol)I. In doing so, 
Jordan did much more lhan alftrm /tis place-be has 

stirred new arguments that this Bulls team may be the 
best ever. 

Despite inconsistent production, ranging from 
awesome to awful all year, from Scottie Pippen and 
Toni Kukoc. Despite occasional attention lapses from 
Dennis Rodman, who often seemed to be squeezing in 
basketball games between book signings and lalC oighl 
appearances. Despite being the team that everyone in 
lhe NBA wanled to beat, Jordan led lhe Bulls to lhe best 
regular season record in lhe NBA's storied history. But 
that wasn't where it would end. 

He led lhem lhrough lhe playoffs, virtually un
scalhed, including a 4-0 sweep of lhe Orlando Magic. 
Ironically, lhe Magic were slotted as thC NBA's next 
dynasty ayear ago before being bwnped off by lhe 
Rockets in the finals. More ironically, the Magic had 
SlOpped Jordan's comeback the year before enroule to 
lhe finals. Some saw lhe 199S Chicago-Orlando as a 
passing of lhe torch. Jordan proved lhis year lhat, if 
anything, it was an aberration. 

In fact. two of the Bulls' three playoff IOMCS came 
directly from lhe Seattle Supersonics in lhe Finals. 
Winning two games of six was the best the top team in 
the Western Conference could muster. 1be Bulls won 
the series 4-2. Jordan was again crowned MVP and 
champion. 

Forgotten were his days as a Birmingham Baron (a 
minor league baseball "'3m) when he rode an old bus 
aod carried his own bags. Porgouen were Ille struggles 
of his NBA relllrn where he was dominating ooe night 
and dorninaled lhe next 

Wilhout a doubt, Michael Jordan will reign oot 
only as one ofbaske.tball's greatest ever, but as ba.,e
ball's best-known player to never make it past minors. 

It's imposs,ible to say where he'd be right now if 
he'd been able to hit a curve. Maybe he'd have made it 
to The Show (major leagoes), maybe oot. In all lilreli
hood though, he woold have already played his last 
boskelball game. 

Quire simply, being u~le to hit a deuce is what 
has made Jordan a champion again. 

And he has his Uncle Charley to thank for it 

July moon to light way for 'Fun Run/Walk' 
By ROSALIND H. MARSHALL 
Staff Reporter 

The moon ean have a suange effect on some people. 
Al 9 p.m. oo Friday, July 26, you'll find crowds of 

walkers and joggers flocking to College of lhe Mainland 
for lhe 171h Annual Moonlight Madness Fun Run/Walk. 

"We got together and thought: 'It's 100 hot w run in 
the daytime, let's do it at night,"' explained Maryann 
Urick, coordinator of COM Recrealional Programs. 

Moonlighters can sign up for two event$: a one-mile 
walk and-a three mile run/walk. The route will course 
lhrough the COM campus, along sidewalks and lhrough 
parl<ing lots, and will be marked out wilh chalk. 

The first through fifth fastest male and female fin
ishers in each event will receive an award. There are no 
age categories. 

All adult panicipants will receive a commemorative 
tank top and children will receive a T-shin. 

Everyone participating in the event also will be eli
gible for prize drawings. These ioclude a night's stay for 
two at the Hotel Galvez in Galveston, gift ccnificates for 
Gaido's Restaurant and Casey's Seafood Cafe, in 
Galveston, and Rosario's llalian Restaurant in Texas City. 

Snacks, &uiL popsicles and Olycomax will be avail
able for n:freshments. And to cool off afterwanls, lhe COM 
swimming pool will be open until 11 :30 p.m. 

The event is open to students, staff and lhe poblic. 
'"We get all ages," said Urick. "Entire families run 

together; it's been a popolar evenL" 
Enttyformsareavailableatlhefrontdcskoflhegym. 

Theentty fee is $14 perpersoo, and lhedeadline for reg
istoring is Friday, July 19. 

For more information call the Physical Education 
Office at (409) 938-1211, or (713) 280-3991, Ext. 417. 

And don't foiget to bring your swimsuit! 

Wearing a Moonlight Madness Fua Run/Walk tank 
top, InterCOM staff member Jullu Rlaao jogs the · 
trail arolllld the like. {Photo by RcMilnd H. Marsball) 
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Laser Quest reminds of laser days gone by 
JULIAN RIANO 
Staff Reparter 

Everyooe nostalgic for Laser Tug toys of lhe '80s, will 
be thrilled to hear that Laser Quest, a new enlerlainment 
venue in Houston, has opened at 13711 Weslheimer Road, 

It joins a chain of Laser Quest franchises popular in olher 
large cities, such as Dallas, Miami and las Vegas. 

Laser Tag is a game in which each player is given a gun 
that si-s a harmless red laser and a vest that has a target 
oo lhe front lhat registers how many times it has been hit by 
lhe laser. 

At Laser Quest lhe rules are basically the same as those 
for the Laser Tag game, except that opponent$ are given a 
25-minute time limit and a score. Groups also can compete 

against each other as teams. . 
Yoo don't need to be sharpshooter to play Laser Quest, 

and it is a great stress reliever. 
The playing area is a darkened, mau-like enclosure filled 

with catwalks, hallways and hiding places perfect for snip
ers. It also is full of special effects such as swirling fog clouds, 
black lights, strobes and New Age music. 

For full enjoyment of this exciting game, it is best IO 
we.ar comfortable clothes and shoes IO allow easy movement. 
Black clothes work best because they blend in with the sur
roundings. 

Laser Quest is ideal for studenrs, panics and company 
outings. The cost for a session is $6.50 per non-member' and 
$5 per member. For more information call (416) 633-2000 
or (713) 869-0707. 

. L<apo play - a compditlff .,;rlC to the-•r ......,lloa ,,..... .. at COM, TIie Tllursday Niglat Volleyball Leqoes, *""" ..... darlnstlle May playoffil,na rn.10-12weebde,-IIncon tlle aumberofteamHatered. Atthell<I, l'rom left 
are Freel Pa- (spiking ... ball) witll Dona Buras a4 Roy McCullodt (blocking). (Pbolo by Maryann Urick) 

Summer Rec offers summertime options 
By RICHARD DAVIS 
Staff Reporter 

If summer is traditionally viewed as a time for rest and 
relaxation, !hen College oflhe Mainland is breaking wilh tradi
tion. COM's summer recreation program has a wide variety of 
activities, both indoor and outdoor, not only to keep the com
munity busy, but also to keep it physically fit. 

COM students (with a Current ID), senior adults (with a 
COM SeniN card),andchildren under 5 are admitted free. Guest 
fees, fO£ adulrs and youths, are $3 and a monlhly adu1t member
ship is SIS. Community memberships, valid lhrough Aug. 31 , 
also are available ($32 for adults, $ I 8 for youlhs and $78 for a 
family). 

These rates entitle members to use the facilities during the 
specified times at no additional charge. Any questions about 
the facilities may be answered at the front desk in the gym, or 
by·calling (409) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext 422. 

For !hose seeking to best lhe heat and head indoors, COM 
has a virtual plethora of pastimes available in the gym. 

The gym floor itself is available for everything from bas
ketball to volleyball, table tennis to badminton. 

Also available inside are the weight and exercise rooms. 
The machine weights are available Monday lhrough Friday from 
7:30-10:30 a.m. and again from noon·9 p.m. However, access 
is restricl"'1 to ages 16 and up (individuals 13-IS are allowed 
wilh parental supervision). 

The free weight room is likewise open Monday lhrough 
Friday, but has slightly different hours. It is available mornings 
from 8-9 aod afternoons and evenings from 1-9. To use lhe 
weight room cquipmenL participants must be 16 or older. 

The aerobic exercise room features a BioClimber, a Nor
dic Ski machine, lhree Stainnasters, two SlarTrac treadmills 
and a number of exercise bikes. Again, participation is limited 
to dlose 16 and older; however, the room is available whenever 
a credit class is not using it. 

1be gym also houses COM's swimming pool for which 
separate lap swim and recreation swim times have been estab
lished. Morning, adu1Hmly lap swim times are 7.9 Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays, and 7:30-9 Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

The evening time is ~-5:45. Recreational swim times, open 
to all ages, 8re 1-5 p.m., then again from 6:45-9: 15 Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays, and 3.5 p.m. Tuesdays and Thurs
days. 

After the workout, the gym also provides two whirlpools 
and a sauna which are open all day to those 16 or older. 

Still indoors, but separated from the gym itself, are COM's 
two racquetball courts which are open from 8 a.m.·10 p.m. dur
ing the week, and 9 a.m.-7 p.m. on the weekends. Again, par
ticipation is limited to those 16 or older (anyone younger must 
be accompanied by a parent). Coun times are limited to one 
hour per group; reservations are taken starting at 9 am. oo week· 
days. 

For those who don't mind a little sweating, the summer 
recreation program offers several outdoor activities. 

1lte track is open ro runners, joggers, and walkers alike as 
is lhe trail that extends from the tt&Ck through the college cam
pus. It features both flat straightaways,· curves and hills to add 
variety, and plenty of trees, grass and ducks to add scenery. 

For larger groups, the baseball diamond is suiled to either 
baseball or softball. However, interested parties should be pre
pared to supply their own equipment 

,. 
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Yoga classes help 
seniors stay supple 
By ROSALIND H. MARSHALL 
Staff Reporter 

You are never 100 old to get in shape. 
Many students in lhe Yoga for Seniors class at Col

lege of lhe Mainland are in !heir 70s and even 80s. 
Some students have been atlellding classes since lhey 

first started here 26 years ago. Some have only recently 
saarted, but all have one thing in common: They care about 
!heir heallh. That means staying flexible, strong, relaxed 
and independent Wilh yoga, lhey get all !hat and more. 

"When I first came to yoga I couldn't even kneel, 
and I'm able to kneel in church now, which really de
lights me," said Leona Lamb, one of the students. 

Well past retiremeot age, Lamb talked about how yoga 
has improved her health. "I have a defective bean and 
suffer from high blood pressure. I needed a physical ac
tivity lhat I could do safely. In lhe few monlhs lhat I have 
been doing yoga, I've really improved; I've been taken 
olf two blood pressure medicatioos already. 

''To be able to relax and clear my mind of lhe dungs 
lhat make my pressure go up, it's really helping me." 

Yoga stresses impoving mobility in lhe body's joints, 
aloog wilh building muscular strenglh and releasing ten
sion, which makes it ideal for seniors. Many students such 
as Lamb, are doing yoga on their doctors' instructions. 

"A lot of my students are here wilh high blood pres
sure; many have had strokes or injuries, and lhey get well 
because of lhe lherapy lhey get here," said Billie Lam
bert, who has been teachiog yoga at COM for 26 years. 
'"Ibey get in cootrol of !heir life and say 'Hoy, I want 
quality life, within whatever quantity that I have." 

. In addition to lhe seniors class, which meets in lhe 
..ty aftemoon, Lambert teaches twoolherclasaes which 
are open to all ages. All classes meet twice weddy. 

Meo and women from all walks of life are gelling 
hooked oo yoga and its beneftcial effects. "I like it so 
much I've been taking it for II years," said Dorothy 
Munay. "It helps me sleep at night, and I'm much more 
relaxed during lhe whole day." 

Sara Morrow added, "It just makes me feel so good.• 
However, Octavia 'Tuvi" Shanahan had a warning, 

"Yoga becomes an addiction!" She cootinued, "I have 

Yoga instructor Billie Lambert teaches students of aD 
ages about the many bealthy benefits of yoga exerdses. 

(Photo by Rosalind H, Manball) 

taken this for many years, and I feel more supple-I have 
a need for yoga.• 

Yoga iJ becoming more popular. 
"For many years, people lhought lhat all yoo do is 

come and sit in a pretzel," Lambert explained. "We learn 
about nutrition here, lhe anatomy aod worl<ings of lhe 
body, and we learn how to relax. 

.. We learn to be in control of OW" emotions, our exer
cise, our eating." Students are encouraged to cat nutri
tion-rich foods and ., become label readers in order to 
avoid heallh hazards, such as satunlt"'1 fats, high sugar 
content and hidden caffeine in food. 

One oflhedifferences between yoga aod olherextr
cises is lhe lack of competitioo. Whatever limitation& yoo 
nlay have, yoo can still benefit--at your own level-from 
lhe movements. Subdued lighting...,_ -to 
concenlnle on themselves. At lhe end of every class stu
dents relax for IO-IS minutes, listening to gentle music, 
or Lambert's guided visualizations. Both pmmo1e a sense 
of well-being which lasts long after lhe class ends. 

Edan Tumburine summed up what yoga has done for 
her. "I was introduced to yoga about 2S years ago, md I 
had gooen away from it. I came baclc to it because I nooded 
to get my life centcted and balanced, and it makes me 
feel so much better." 

For more information about classes, refer to theCoo
tinuing Education schedule, or visit the front desk at the 
gym. Or call (400) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991,Ext417. 

Competition adds heat to summer tourneys 
By RICHARD DAVIS 
Staff Reporter 

Although the first swnmer school session is cooling 
down, the College of the Mainland summer recieation 
tournament schedule is heating up. 

Next on the schedule is the Weeknight Racquetball 
Tournsment for July IS and 16 (Monday and Tuesday) 
from 6-10 p.m. The sign-up fee is $14 per person and 
must be submitted along with all entries Monday, July 8 . 

The tournament is being sponsored by both COM and 
the Lowry Physical Fitness Center in Texas City with 
matches being held at both locatioos. Each participant is 
guaranteed two matches regardless of their outcome. Also, 
T-shirts will be given to all panicipants with awards go
ing to lhe first-and-second place finishers. 

For !hose seeking a less physical type of competi
tion, COM's Table Tennis Tomnament is scheduled for 
Wednesday, July 31. Registration fee for non-students i• 
$4. However, registration is free to anyone with a COM 
student ID card. 

The toumameot will be held in lhe gym in Room P-
112. The deadline for registering is Monday, July 29, for 
all participants. 

Rounding oot lhe summer schedule is lhe 3-on-3 \bl-

. . ' 

• 

• 

leyball Tournament set for Tuesday, Aug. 13, at 6 p.m. lt 
is an open division tournament with each team composed 
of lhree members (at least one of whom must be female). 

A $6 fee per persoo must be paid upon registering 
for the tournament which covers awards as well as an entry 
fee. Sign-up deadline is Thursday, Aug. 8; however, lhe 
field is limited to the first I 2 teams that register. 

Participants in the COM-BAT (Bay Area Triathletes) 
Mini 'liiatllloll, made up ot a 300 yard swim, 15 mile 
bike ride and 3 mile run, receive final instractiou 
1>erore t1te <0111pditloll. (PI,oto by Maryau Urld.) 
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Adams maintains high quality theater 
ByMATfllEWF.JONES 
Staff Repamr 

It was almost one year ago when the call went 001 
nationwide. Oneof the most successful and ,especte<! coo,
munity college thealer programs in the country needed a 
new a.isociate theater direcl01'. 

A ttagedy created lhe need, but ofien 001 of ttagedy 
comes opportunity for growth. In this case, 300 applicants 
vied foc that opportunity. The college chose Made Adams 
to replace the late Reggie Schwander, who died of AIDS 
in February 1995. 

When lalking with Adams, College of the Mainland 
associate theater director, ii doesn't lake loog to see why. 
His office walls are covered with memorabilia from film 
and thealer, and his book: shelves hold volumes of plays. 
This man knows his work. 

But he knows more than just his wort.. ··rve worked 
in the film industry, as a screenwriter; I've directed for 
television and for professional !heater. 

"Since I've done so many different things, quite hoo
estly, this job is the perfect marriage of what I most enjoy 
doing---<lirecting plays and teaching classes." 

The marriage appears to be going extremely well al
most a year later. 

"II has been vecy fulfilling," Adams says. "I'm very 
active in academic theater, I teach two classes per semes
ter, I;m the adviser to the student theatrical guild and I try 
to maintain a supportive and helpful relationship with my 
students." 

Those who are used to the Arena Theatrc's high-qual
ity productions may forget why they are so excellenL But 
Adams can explain why. 

"Basically, I function as a professional director. I di
rect two or three shows each year that are not just college 
productions, they are community theater productions." 

This unique relationship provides both the challenge 
and the reward for Adams and all of the theater's partici
pants. It also makes Adams' job a little tougher. 

"A lot of our goals are suictly mainienance--main
taining the high quality of the shows, the high quality of 
instruction, our reputation and continuing the Southwest 
Premieres we do every year. This is our priority." 

One immediately senses he won't stop there. He 
doesn't ... In terms of advancement. I want to build on the 
success of last year's Celebrity Auction. 

Mark Adams, associate tbeater dinctor, rests between 
rebeanals of Carou,I, COM Arena Theatre's summer 
musical, set to open July 25.(Pboto by Matthew F.Jones) 

"Last year, we achieved om goal of five new theater 
major,. This year, I wookl like to top that number. And, 
we must keep our commitment to expanding the opportu
nities for our students. That is why we created Theatrix, 
lhe student theater guild. That has been vecy exciting and 
rewarding." 

This summer's.musical, Caro=I (July 25-Aug. 11), 
will be Adams' frrst COM musical production. (It will be 
presented on the Bayoo Thea1rc stage at the University of 
Houswn-Clear Lake.) 

Again, he's taking-oo as much as he can. "Half of the 
cast members have never appeared in a COM production 
before. Also. many of the players come from musical back
growids. so this will be my first opportunity to work with 
them." 

In case this isn't enough, Adams has one more activ
ity to keep him busy.He'll travel toPolandAug.12forthe 
International Theater Festival to representAmerican com
munity theater, as well as the COM Arena Theatre. 

Adams obviously enjoys his work here at COM. and 
considering his success and future plans, the feeling seems 
to be mutual. 

Shakespeare festival 
in Houston Aug. 2-17 
By MATTHEW F. JONES 
Staff Reporter 

Summa brings many things to Houston. Some 
of them, like mosquitoes, are rather unpleasant. But 

.. fortunately. summer brings some pleasant things as 
well. 

One of those pleasant tltings is the 22nd An
nual Houston Shakespeare Festival at the Miller Out
door Thea1re in Hermann Parle. The festival features 
weekend performances from Aug. 2-17, with all 
shows at 8:30 p.m. 

This year, the festival presents The Winter's Tale 
and Macbeth from Shakespeare's massive repertoire. 
Both plays will be essentially traditional productions, 
presented in the approximate time and setting of the 
original plays. 

The Winter's Tale comes from late in 
Shakespeare's career and is known as a romance or 
problem-comedy. Not as grand in scope or tragic in 
consequence as Macbeth, The Winter's Tale has per
haps a more universal theme-4he effect of time on 
the individual and society. 

Macbeth, one of Shakespeare's most widely pro, 
duced ttagedies, takes the audience to Scotland near 
the end of the Dark Ages for a classic power S1rUgglc. 
At slake is the throne of Scotland and the souls of 
those who desire iL 

The Winter's Tale plays on Aug. 2, 8, 10, 14 and 
16. Macbeth appears on Aug. 3, 7, 9, 15 and 17. All 
performances begin at 8:30 p.m. 

All tickets are free, but pavilion tickets must be 
picked up the day of the show between 11:30 a.m. 
and I p.m., at the Miller OuuloorTheatrc ticket of
fice. Any remaining pavilion seats will be available 
beginning one hour prior to showtime. No tickets 
are needed to sit on the grass. 

Miller Outdoor Thea1rc allows theatergoers to 
bring anything they wish except glass containers. 
Rccommended items include a blanket, repellent for 
the aforementioned mosquitoes, a cooler full of bev
erages and cool, comfortable clothing. 

Summer library hours different from fall, spring 
By JULIAN RIANO 
Staff Reporter 

Do you have a lot of reseach to do? Is home life so 
hectic that you ~'t concentrate enough to complete your 
assignments? Where can you tum? 

The College of the Mainland Library is a great place 
to start. The helpful staff and quiet environment will put 
yoo back on coorse. 

The summer hours are Mendays through Thursdays, 
7:30 a.m.-9 p.m.; and Fridays, 7:30-noon. The library is 
not open on Saturdays during the summec 

If yoo are new to COM and need help in the libraf)I 
Tracey Cuellar, reference librarian, will be glad to assist 
you. "The library is central to lhe success of the students 
and the college," Cuellar said. 

Cuellar, who said students may call her Tracey, will 
be happy to show them how to fmd materials on their own. 

.· 'Various days availabl · 
Wlldni iii .... 
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Among the reference tools available at the library are 
COMC1'J, the library's computerized database, and the 
Library Reference Nerworlc, a CD-ROM local area net
work. 

The library also has a World Wide Web station lo

cated to the right of the circulation -· 

''Libraries are a blending of old technology (AKA 
print) and newer technologies," Cuellar explained. 

The library also fearures a monthly exhibit on a num
ber of subjects in the display cases on the first floor and on 
the mezzanine. 

Tillie Henson, circulation coordinat01; encoorages 
COM staff, students and community members to partici
pate in putting together exhibits. Anyone wishing to put 
together an exhibit should contact Henson at the library 

Along with perennial displays such as Black History 
Month and ChriS1rnas, past exhibiis have included a child 
development display, student art Wotk, African art worlc 
and various collections. 

' June and July's exhibit was set up by COM COSIIIOIOl
ogy student Minnie Shelton. It showcases a comparison 
between pasi. and p= cosQ!etologJ< 

• 
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'English' seems foreign 
to British staff reporter 

. Rosa,lln4 H. . 
Marshall .. ' ... 

"Say What?" 
I've lived in foreign countries without 

speaking much of the language, and visited others 
where I dido 'I have the slightest idea what was 
being said. For all I knew, the border guards in 
Afghanistan were discussing Einstein's theocy of 
relativity. As for the Turlcish taxi drivers, I'd rather 
not know what they were screaming as they uied 
to splatter me and my rucksack on the streets of 
Istanbul. 

When I was planning a move IO Texas from 
my native England, I thooght, "At least this time 
I'll understand the language." 

How wrong I was. 
'"Aheecya" took some time to decipher. It 

seemed to be an expression of agreement, said 
emphatically whenever a universal truth was 
uttered. '"I know I'm speaking loudly and clearly," 
I thought to myself; "'they can obviously hear me, 
why tell me so?" 0~ validations included, "You 
got that right," and .. Ain't that the truth," which I 
took to mean. in Briµsh English, '"You hit the nail 
on the head, old chap," or. as Mary Poppins would 
say. "I quite agree!" 

'ibere ya go," bewildered me for a while. 
"But I'm not going anywhere," I would protest, 
wondering why I was being given directions. 

"What's goin' on?" people wouJd ask me, and 
after patiently explaining to them: "Well, there's a 
civil war in Bosnia, the price of petrol (gas) is 
,going up, and I do believe there's going to be an 
election," I was enlightened to the fact that it was 
just a casual greeting.· 

"How're ya doin '?" was anotfier one that 
puzzled me, "How am I doing what?" I pondered. 

'"Cool!" seemed to cover a multitude of 
situations, to which an English person might react. 
.. That"s rather splendid, I must say." The first time 
&t>meone said "Yes, Ma'am" to me, I nearly fell 
off my perch (quaint English expression). Such 
reverence is reserved for the Queen where I come . 
from. 

As for being ca11e.d .. Honey," "Dar1in"' and 
"Babe" by all and sundry, that would be consid
ered politically incorrect in England, where no one 
seems to use casual terms of endearment anymore. 
Shame, I used to enjoy being called "Luv" and 
"Ducky" when I went into a calf (eatery) for a 
cuppa cha (cup of good, strong English tea). 

A friend of mine constantly perplexes me 
with her East Texas accent ... My cor really needs a 
paint job," she told me. Uh:huh? Oh, I see, car. 

.. I Jove ort," she said, as we discussed the ..., 
exhibition at the Houston Museum of Fine Ort, 
sorry, Art. When she started telling me about her 
family form. which is at the bouom of a heel, I 
was in trouble. Aha! An agriculturally-based piece 
of land nestling below a small moontain. I finally 
gotiL 

Car parts cause no end of confusion. I open 
the bonnet to check the oil, and I put my shopping 
in the hoot. A Texan pops the hood, and puts the 
groceries in the trunk. A wrench is a spanner. an 
antenna is an aerial, and as for trucks, we have 
lorries. 

After a year and a1lalf here, I'm finally 
acclimatizing. The other day I caught myself 
saying, .. Alrighty, I'm fixin' to leave. Bye y'all!" 

• 
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Area high school students, from left, Jessica Cain, Misty Hoy, Rebecca Valentino, Elizabeth Rogers and Michele 
Dyogi examine fetal pigs during the lab for Dr. Rbame's BIOL 1408 cbm in the first summer session. Cain, 
Valentino, Rogers and Dyogi are participants In COM's SuperStart Scholarship program. (Pboto by Gina Castro) 

SuperStart propels area teens into college 
By MICHELLE L. HILL 
Staff Reporter 

How woold yoo like free tuition and fees? Free books? 
That's what 49 local reenagers received tltis summer. 

The students who are juniors and graduating seniors 
from local high schools are participating in College of the 
Mainland's SuperStart program this year. 

SuperStart is a scholarship program designed ro al
low high school jm1iors and seniors earn tuition-free col
lege hours the summer before or af1er their senior year. 
COM pays for the books, and the tuition and fees for one 
course during the first summer session. The classes avail
able for SuperStart students are ENGLl301, ENGLI302, 
geology, chemistry, biology and college algebra. 

Almost 300 students have beoefitted from the 
SuperStart program since it was established in 1987 with 
English Professor Ouida Sanmann as its director. Sanmann 
was asked to establish the program at the direction of Dr. 
Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student Devel
opment, who was familiar with a similar program at Blinn 
College in Brenham. 

SuperStart, which was modeled after the program at 
Blinn, was originally iniended to attract students to COM 

and to give them an enriched e\,perienced. The program 
became a success. and soon developmental math teacher 
Jess Olive began working iith Sanmann on iL They 
worked together on the program for two years before 
Sanmann relinquished control to Olive. 

Sanmann stated enthusiacally "It is a wonderful pro
gram and rm proud of it. .. 

The three criteria for students to apply for the 
SuperStart scholarship program are I) be in I Ith or 12th 
grade; 2) have a teacher's recornmendatioo; and 3) have 
one of the following: an ACT score of at least 24, an SAT 
score of at least 1000 or be in the top· 25 percent of their 
graduating class. 

If they fit the criteria for the program. students are 
lhen chosen by theµ" responses to questions and essays that 
they write. 

This year's recipients represent IO different area high 
schools. The students are from Texas City, LaMarque, 
Dickinson, Hitchcock, Santa Fe, Galveston, Crystal Bea:h, 
Houstoo, Bacliff and League City. 

This year's program has the highest number of par
ticipants that COM has ever had, Olive said. He added 

- that it is a great program and hopes it will become even 
more popular and successful. 

COM hosts summer high school program 
By RICHARD DAVIS 
Staff Reporter 

As it has since 1989, College of the Mainland is again 
hosting the Mainland Secondary Summer School Program. 
The summer school is run in conjunctioo with six area 
school districts: Texas City, Santa Fe, Dickinson, 
Hilehcock, Friatdswood and La Marque. 

Program Coocdinato< Bridget Fem:ll said several fac. 
tors lend advantages to the COM program over what an 
individual district could offer. 

"It allows students an oppoctunity to meet and inter
act with students from other distdcts." she said. 

Ferrell went on io explain that pooling the disuicts • 
students increases the likelihood of classes meeting mini
mum enrollment requirements, therefoce avoiding the can
cellation of classes. 

The program runs Monday through Friday and offers 
morning cluses as well as afremoon classes to better meet 

. students' needs. Morning classes are in session from 7:20-
1:10 p.m., while afternoon classes commence at 1:45 and 
fmish at 4:45. 

' 

This year the summer school program ~ an enroll
ment of 550 students, a slight increase over last year's 
enrollmenL The program's faculty and staff members also 
come from the six school districts, "'I does the principal, 
Kevon 'M,lls, who teaches science and Principles of Tech
nology at Texas City High School. The localized faculty 
coopled with the COM campus give both a sense of diver
sity and a sense of familiarity to lhe program. 

''One of the underlying benefits of having it (surnme: 
school) here at COM is that the entire community ge!S 
exposure ro the college campus," the principal said 

The classes offered allow students to either recover 
credits they have fallen short of earning during the regular 
school year, oc a chance to lake additional courses over 
the summer to acquire extra credits enabling them ro meet 
the growing admission requiremenm of many majtx uni
vasities. 

Wells' office is located in the Technical/Vocational 
Building in Room T-149. Any questions or concerns may 
be addressed to his office at (409) 938-4 211 or (713) 280-
3991, Ext. 493, or to the coordinator's otf'>ee at ExL 406. 

The program's classes end July 19. 
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'Cop Cards' replace 
conventional cards 
By BILL GLENN 
It sslstent Editor 

Ask College of the Mainland police officer 
Arbry Cliflm fer his phone number after July and 
you may get a surprise. Instead of an ordinary busi
ness card, Cliftoo may hand you somedling that looks 
ve,y much like a baseball trading card. 

On one side of the card will be a photograph of 
Clifton with COM Sbldentemployee Becky Manuel, 
011 the other side will be biographical data on Cliftoo, 
a history of his work and his departmental telephone 
number. 

"They •re more personal-not as cold and ster
ile as handing someone a business card," Cliftoo said, 
He noted that.it helps people to remember their po
lice officers and how IO reach them if they need help. 

Clifton said that lhese cards-which are called 
"cop cards" by the police depanments-are being 
used more and more by police officels. He will be 
the first officer oo the COM Police Team to have 
the cards. "I think the Olhel1i are waiting IO see how 
they do before ordering theirs." 

Not only will the cards help the public to re
member their police officers, they also will help of. 
ficel'S in other area departments to remember each 
other. 

"It's sometimes two or three months between 
the times we encounter officers from other cities." 
Clifton said. He indicated that memories can become 
fuzzy after such a long period. 

Cliftoo does most of his pa1rolling on a bicycle. 

COM police officer Arbry Clifton displays 
samples or"Cop Cards" -«I In plate or business 
cards by police departments nationwide. COM 
is following suit, and Cllllon will be the lirsl police 
ofl'"icer to have a Cop Card on campus. 

(Photo by Bat Glenn) 

'"They're ideal for the bikepa1rol," he said. "\\e have 
a lot of close and personal contact with everyone ... 

Clifton's cards are being processed now. He 
should have them sometime in latter part of Jul~ 

Doo't re swpriscd if some day you hear some
one say, "I'll trade you two Arby CliftoNi for ooe 
Jeanette Sl®ghler and one Willie Huerta." 

COM police to teach rape avoidance 
By BILL GLENN 
Aeskunt F.clitor 

College of lhe Mainland police olflCffll Arbry Clifton 
and Vomeae Jones have been certified as instructors in 
Rape Aggff:ssion Defense through ttaining Ibey received 
II Tulane Univcnity in New Orleals from June 12through 
June 14. "The lnlining was long and intensive," Arbry said. 

for early October. will probably be announced through 
newspaper advenisemcnts and possibly through Continu
ing Education bulletins. ''Vk're still worlting 00 ways to 
get the word ou~" Clifton said. 

COM Police Team funds paid for Jones'and Cliftoo 's 
training. There will be a minimum chalge to those who 
take the course. 

The training at Tulane University w~ by the RAD 
Corporation of Poquoson, Va. "We were lucky that we had 
the founder of the corporation, Larry Nadeau, for our in
structor," Clifton said. 

Pickup beds culprits 
in highway litter case 
By MATTHEW F. JONES 
Staff Reporter · 

Edllorlal/C 011UMnlary 
Our state's Doo' t Mess with Toxas campaign is a 

high-visibility series of public service announcements 
encouraging Texans not to litter. 

For nearly a decade, the campaigll has featured a 
wide variety of often entenaining spots to support 
canpliance with our anti-litter laws. In conjlDlction with 
this effort. signs are posted along many highways and 
roads to remind polential offenders at the last minute: 
'"Don't do it! Don't Mess with Texas!" 

After all, litter is darn ugly and dangerous to the 
environment. We all know this, but there is still trash on 
our roads. 

I can barely imagine the idiot who heaves his or her 
fast-food garbage out an open car window. The monu
mental stupidity and selfishness of this act are too much 
for me. Surely, I though~ there are very few, if any, 
morons pwposely littering in these enlightenend times. 

8 ut there still is trash Oil our roads. 
So I thought long and hard about this problem. I 

tmned it over in my mind every day as I drove up and 
down Interstate 45. Then one day, a theory came ID me. 

It is the pickup trucks. You see, the bed of a pickup 
serves as a monsuous back seat to lhe dri\'._er. Many of us 
use our back seat as a storage area for trash in transition, 
keeping it from becoming litter and holding it until we 
find a garbage can or recycling bin. 

Pickup truck drivers often do the same thing with 
their truck beds Only there's a problem. Truck beds are 
opeo. The faster you drive, the harder the wind blows. 
The harder the wind blows, the more trash finds its way 
out of the temporary home and onto our roadways. Big 
problem. 

It's not on pwpose, or with malice. I am certain 
many drivers clean out their lrUCk beds regularly. But I 
seriously doubt they take an inventory of all the Colre 
cans and burrito wrappers they have tossed into the 
back. And even if they did, it would ooly confirm the 
truth'-some of the trash is escaping! 

Each individual is ultimately responsible for his or 
her own actions and property. No law, no public service 
campaign can change people's actions. Whether littering 
,is from a simple accident or malicious laziness, we must 
look to ourselves to stop iL 

Come on. folks. Texas truly is getting cleaner. Let's 
help her get clean all the way. 

The course. which emphasizes two areas--<1wareness 

and avoidance, is designed to teach women psychological 
as well as physical defense. "It gives women options and 
viable considemtions in case of attack." Clifton said. 

The police team •s goal is a rape defence or RAD class 
every semester, Clifton said. Only women will attend. with 
lhe lowest age of students fixed at 14 yc,a,s. "Women feel 
more oomfortable and at eue in an all-female setting," 
Clifton said. 

Adams journeys to Poland for theater festival 

"Rape altaCks will probably occur in one of five set
tings," he explained. "These an, the home, out-and-abou~ 
in a vehicle, in public iransponation and on a date." The 
course teaches women what to be aware of and how to 
avoid posslbly dangerous situations. Clifton emphasiZIOS 
that avoidance is a prime considenltion. 

The RAD course also will give students lhe profile of 
the date-rapist. Certain actions or males shook! raise ' 'red 
flags" in the minds of females. 

In the event that an auack is unavoidable, students 
are taught physical ways to thwart theaggresso,They learn 
the JO places on the male body where the most pain can be 
inflicted. Sufficient pain can temporarily disable the rap
ist to give the woman a chance to escape. 

The COM Police Team believes that such lnlining is 
necessary for the smdent body and the staf, as well as for 
the general public. C~Sf"• the frrst of.:wf!ich -~ pla!jned 

• 

• 

• 

By MATTHEW F. JONES 
Staff Reporter 

Most Americans viewed the fall or the Berlin Wall as 
a good opportunity for the people of esstern Europe. Mark 
Adams saw the same event as a great opportunity fa the 
people of southern Texas. 

"i'd like to arrsnge a cultural theater exchange," 
Adams said. "We could send a small-Qst productioo from 
COM and then host one in return." 

Adams believes an exchange program could "provide 
a valuable exchange of ideas and spread culnual aware
ness by frrst-hand experience." 

Adams, College of the Mainland's associate theater 
director, hopes ID accomplish this lofty goal 00 his pend
ing trip to Warsaw, Polimd, Aug. 12 to participate in the 
International Theatre Festival. He was invited to the five
day event to represent American community theater. 

Adams supplements his knowledge and expertise in 
theater with a broad range of experiences. And European 

r • 

• 

I 

culmre has long been one of his main interests. "I've had 
friends who've dooe lecturing and directing in eastern 
Europe, and they've come back with stories which have 
always interested me." 

It took the fall of the Berlin Wall, however, IO further 
pique his interesL "I thought, 'How fascinating to live un
der one form of government for 70 years and then be forced 
to be free. ... 

The combination of theater, culture and politics made 
the trip to Warsaw irresistible. "I'll get to put into profes
sional practice what I've been personally interested in for 
many years," Adams said. He capitaliud oo COM's pro
fessional development policy and bis own personal inter
ests to procure the chance for the trip. 

The festival will feature English-language perfor
mances by casts from eastern European countries. Adams 
will present a paper on an indigenous aspect of American 
community theater and participate with other invited di
recton in a panel discussioo. These direct<n represent high 

"':oo.<JI ~ !'\'JI~~ \heaJe!". regi'\1\81 thel\tei; al]d Broadway. 
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Counseling & Testing Center 
Career, transfer advice 
provided for students 
By ROSALIND H. MARSHALL 
Staff Reporter 

Need some advice on which courses to take? Or help 
with writing a, impressive resume? The College of the 
Mainland Counseling and Testing Center can help with 
these and many other issues. 

Located on the second floor of the Smdent Cente,; 
the Counseling and Testing Center offers a wide range of 
student services. including an orientation program f<r new 
studenlS, academic advice, personal counseling, a career 
resource library, transfer information and in-house testing 
for appraisal"and certification. 

.. A pmspective student may come in with a career in 
mind," said Counseling Center Sbldent assistant Becky 
Manuel. "We can help them fmd out the facts. They can 
view videos about an occupation and use the Guidance 
Information System (GIS), a computer program which 
gives information on 3,000 colleges and universities, fi
nancial aid and can even print out personalized scholar
ship letten." 

Counselors provide individual advice on education 
and career goals to help stodents select the right path. In 
addition, a wealth of self-help resources is available in the 
form of books, videos and pamphlets, covering subjects 
from time management to public speaking, Free workshops 
also are held periodically, on topics such as resume writ
ing and job search strategies. 

Representatives from the University ofTexas Medi
cal Braue~ at Galveston regularly come in to give talks on 
careers ran1ing from nursing to physical therapJI and other 
colleges such as the University or Houston-Clear Lake, 
will do presentations oo lhe com,es and facilities they have 
to offer. 

Anew addition in the Counseling Center is the Trans, 
fer Center. which houses material from senior colleges 

Galveston IMAX film 
tells immigrant's story 

By MATIHEW F. JONES 
Staff Reeorter 

The newest IMAX 30 film II Moody Gardens 
in Galveston is Stephen Low's Across the Sta of 
Time. The film centers on Tomas, an II-year-old 
Russian stowaway on a ship traveling to New York's 
Ellis Island, as he begins a quest to fmd the family 
of his long-lost ancestor. 

This is the ftlm's first showing outside of New 
York City, where the film is set. The film's tale of an 
immigrant's journey will.resonate withGalvestoo's 
history as the largestimntigration point in the South. 
An exhibit of the Galvestoo immigratioo story also 
will be on display in the IMAX Gallery. 

One of the filin's most intriguing elements is 
the juxtaposition of actual antique stereocard pic
tures---On the cutting edge of photography in the 
early 20th century-with the IMAX 3D format of 
the movie today's newest film rechnology. 

Low, director and producer of the film, describes 
the effect of 3D photo stills in a 3D film, '"These 
tiny, little image,..._intended to be looked at through 
stereopticon, and never in1ended to be blown up-
were suddenly life-size. Pictures of these long-ago 
dead people were ve,y poignant and sad." 

Acrossthe S,a o/Tllnl! shows daily 1111:45 a.m., 
2:15,4:40, 7:05,and 9:30p.m .. thelastasadouble
feamre with The LA.st Buffalo on Fridays and Satur
days. Tickets are $6 pee person; free for children ~ 
and under. For information, call (800) 583-4673. 
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InterCOM staff members Michelle L Hill and Julian Riano survey displays from universities In the transfer room 
or the Counseling and Testing Center. The center is located on the second floor or the Student Center and offers a 
variety oi services, such as academic advice and In-house testing. (Photo by Rosalind H. Marshall) 

across the state, giving practical information about the 
campuses m well as course equivalents and transfer re
quirements. 

Professional counselors are available for confidential 
individual or group sessions to discuss academic concerns 
and personal issues. "The more the students know about 
themselves," said Leroy August. one of the counselors, 
"the better they can be aware whether the career they 
choose will give them the opportol\ity for growth." 

Self-help resources in this area include books. audio 
and video tapes on subjects such as stress, substance abuse 
and eating/weight problems. Referrals can be made for 

iuues not covered in-house. 
Appraisal tests, wit.ch determine proper course lev

els for students, are•dministered_in the Testing Center as 
are GED tests which are given on a regular basis. Students 
also can take certification tests in fields, such as law en
forcement and process technol~ For Sbldents seeking 
credit for particular courses through testing, nationally stan

dardized CLEP tests are administered IIIOtllhly: 

When asked whether students made enough use of 
the Counseling Cen~ Manuel said: "No, I don\ think 
enough people know we are here, or what we have to of
fer. Make use of us, we are here for you." 

COM offers variety of on-campus food choices 
By BILL GLENN 
Assistant Editor 

Hunger pangs should never interfere with one\ stud
ies II College of the Mainland. Numerous ways to ease 
that feeling are scattered across the campus. 

John E. Littles, food service managecll COM. pointed 
out that there are more that 35 vending machines on cam
pus which are stocked with drinks, snacks and even sand
wiches.1be sandwiches are available in the lunchroom in 
the older section of the Technical/\lx:ational Building. 

Littles is employed by Brown Food Service Inc. of 
Texas City which has the contract to provide on-campus 
food. In addition to the vending machines, there is a snack 
bar with a cafeteria-style "hot line" in the Student Center 

The hot line serves a complete meal which includes 
an entree, two side onlers, bread and a drink. The average 
price is $4.97 with tax. Liules said that 250to 350 of these 
meals are served each day during the fall and spring se-

ever, if bills must be used. then one should read the in
structions and insert the bill as indicated. He also said that 
old bills shook! not be used. These precautions will avoid 
the ~hine's ••eatmg" of the money. 

Littles said Brown Food Service Inc. also caters events 
on campus. The company operates in the Galvestoo County 
area and also provides services on Galveston beaches. 

Summer hours for the snack bar are Mondays through 
Thursdays from 8 a.m.4 p.m. and Fridays from 8 a.m.
noon. 

Fall and spring semester hours are 8 il.m.-8 p.m., 
Mondays through Fridays. 

Littles said that he participates in college activities 
and takes classes when he can. He can be reached II (40'J) 
938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, ExL 415, 

mesters, and ISO to 250 during the summec I.at& ill!Billnih.., lar die College C!f ._, ~ 
A self-serve sandwich bar provides from 75 to 100 1111d Sumnw JJ __,,. will be.....,.. Vtzdny,' · 

onlers each day. Short orders are available, as are break- 1111)' 8. 811d Tuesday, Jilly 9, in Ibo.• I i "niiMi ,e 
fasts cooked to order which are available all da1 Piu.a is B!llldii!g, , 
served at 75 cents pee slice. '1!rd I am JIIIIY .,...,. adds 811d dRlpi lilt .· 

Littles has been in his present job for ihe past yea, 1tl!e1 I rt , I • during regislatMiorl.-t,,..,.i . 
'"The first change I made was to change lhe attitude of St f rlin,gl$!elU111aiewillbL.:lwpd•Ull• · 
food service employees," he said. "Now they're friend- 4itioo111 $1.0lee. Ally...,._ wf1o..,.. 111 adl'lG' 
lier and more customer-oriented." &wadaa will be~•~ k · 

Lee D. King, with approximately two months at his . Stltdelll*wlll:>~to-~duid!ig$wrl, 
job, is kept busy as he services the vending machines in a nwU..butbave-lllcxlu 1PP1iMli1ttf-<110met 
nevec<(lnding cycle. He said he wants his customers to be admlsoioll ,equi, ,neMS,,CSI lllill.do SIi ilrlbto Ad-
completely satisfied. lllislriaolOflice duid!ig m~ 

King advised that the best way to avoid change lrOUble Suauer II cJasses-tn.July 8toAq, 17. 
wi,~ ~ ~ .hlne,s is If:> .•\S!'.~o,ir.s _in"""'1 ~f .~\Jls, . !f!>)V;, , • ._ _______________ _. 
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Interviews 
Retiree relishes 2nd career: teaching math 
By MICHELLE L IDLL 
Slaff Reparllr 

"I lii:e MIiking widt young people. I 1hint it t,q,s 
me young," said Jess Olive, World War D Yelalln, lfflled 
chemical engineer and College of die Maialud mad! in• 
structor. 

Olivo, who reaches primarily developmental ma1h at 
COM but bas taught college algel)n, trigonometry and 
lrigonometry-based physics, enjoys bis job Md encour
ages bis students to do !heir besL He says he calms bis 
SIIMleats' math fean and lries to KQI them over their pre
conceived D0lions aboal die sub,iel!I by explaining dto 
matttial well and encoungiag diem to see that "madl is 
not die booger that dley lhialt it is." 

In additiM to tea:hing developmental mad!, Olive 
also bandies COM's Svpc:rSlart prognun, a scholarship 
prognun for high achool Sludeats that COM English Pro
fessor.Ouida Sanmann began in 1987. 

Olive, who prcudly acknowledges that he is 69, be
gan his life in Homer, La. WIien he was 15 bis family 
moved to Tuurklma, Art., and al 17 he tried to join die 
U.S. Army but wasn't allowed 10 enlist because be did 
not meet die age roquiranent. WIien be turned 18, how
ever, be was successful in joining. His filst duty Slalion 
wss in Scotfield, Ill, from wherc be was transfomd to 
Okinawa. There be worked as a typist and clin. 

After serving SO\len mmths in Okinawa, Olive re
turned ID the United States and attended the Univenity of 
Arkansas in Fayetteville where be earned both his 
bacboklr's (with honon) and master's degn,cs in chemi
cal on~ He then was offered a scholarship to die 
Univonity of otlahoma in Norman to earn his doclOlllte, 
bal cbme instead to move ID Texas City and talco a job at 
Union Carbide. "I was just IOO lired of school," ho said. 

Olivo manied bis wife, Ruth, in 1954, two years af. 
la' moving to Texas City. They have two children, Tim 
and Kay. 

In 1982, while slill employed by Unim carbide, QI. 
ive bepn teaching lnduslrial Chemistry and Process Eco
nomic& at the University of ffouston..Cloar Lake. The fol· 
lowing yosr Olive retired from Unim Carbide after 30 
years of being a chemical engineer. He 1hen decided that 
teaching was what be wanted to do al'rtt retiring, which · 
brought him to COM in 1986. 

WIien be is not teaching, Olivo lleq,s busy widt vari
ous clubs, groups and orpllmltions. Those iaclude die 
Golden Divisioo of the Tuxas City-La Ma,quo Cbanber 
of Comme<ce<>f wbich be is a member; Tbel'iooeers Club, 
an o,ganization for Carbide retirees; and die Texas City 
HOSTPf08ram, which be helped esrablisll. This program 
assigns volunteers. to help two elementary students for 
one hour each wool<. 

He also serves oo die board of directors of 1unior 

COMdevelopmenlal-dt-..ctor J ... Olin pauses 
while workiag oa -terial ll>r Ille SaperStart.program, 
which he directs. (Pbolo by Rosalind H. Manball) 

Achievement in Texas City and I.a Mllrque and is die Sm1-
day School director at Finl Baptist Cbun:h in Texas City. 
When die time permits, Olive likes to travel, fish and col
lect stamps. 

Olive, who has never been a grandfather but thor
oughly en.io¥s bis students, says of them, "They are my 
grandchildren." . 

Ford Fairlane tells life story, reveals colorful past 
. • . debu . back to reality. . 

B• ROSALIND H. MARSHALL He warnlOd up agam: "That s nght, my twas lll He looked back at me with hooded eyes: "It didn't 
' p •·I drov J- t •••• IO ••• n.-. Morel "ht '60s' 

Staff Reporter SJC-. • - - - -. . slow down, Hon'; it screeched to a hall Once the 

There's more to that '56 Ftllll Fairlano in die iating 
lot of College of die Maiolead'• Automotive/Dieoel I.ab 
than meets die eye. 

"So, exactly how old are you, Mr. Fairlane?" I uted, 
having caught him idling the day away. 

"Jost call me Lano," be purred. "I'll be 40 yOIIIS old 
this year. Henry Ftllll actually namal mo al'rtt bis man
sion, Fair Lane. I wm ,., popular when I came out that fm 
die lint limo, Ftllll sales overtOOt O>efflllet's. But you 
know, I feel !ID lired aowadays, cxbansted really. I seem 
10 have losttbat spaik. I just can't keep up with die young,r 
generation. I nsed to live lo die fast lane," be began ro 
cbote; "now I'm praclically on die SCiap _hosp.• 

I waited while be spluumd and coughed, then .-..I 
die convmation toward his bsppier days. "I understand 
you've been a movie star, Mr. Lane," I probed. 

was my big break; Ibo:• I had a lead pan m Am<nCOA styling came in, everyone wanted Conettos 1lffll 
Graj/iUi. After that I kind of took a back seat. I~ out Thunderbirds. 1 was reduced to a novelty, a period piece, 
of mimnent for<.!"""· however. I was an extra m the anantiq.,,"bemared. "I spent IOyearscoasting,Imean, 
diner padtiag lot. . casting around for parts, then foond myself living on die 

. "Do you like~ 1110V1eS today, Mr. Lane?" I wronched road, sleeping rough. I started to fall to pieces. Look at 
him away from bis past. . . mcnow-lhaven'twashed in week&---Ijustdon'tdojack. 

"Oh yes, any road movto, of oourso. I liked Spe,d, My antenna is duct taped to my windslliekl, for Ford's 
and I enjoy anything with Tom ~ or Harrison Ford." sake," be whispered throatily. 

:•":"""~,.of all Ume7 .' pushed him. . "Don't you have anyone to lookafioryou?" My heart 
Clvis-. without a doubt. His windshield began turned over this two-tone jalopy was moving - power-

to """"' up. "Now lherc's a girl with soft shoulders and fully. ' 
dangemus cmvos. Nasty temptt, though, when sil<: g~ "Some guy was working with me back in die spring 
overheated. Of course, I hav~ seen plenty of moVICS m ... "ho star11:d upwistfully, then stalled. "But ... I guess be 
my time, especially at die drive-ms. Only ttouble w"".: got the red light from someooe at home; haven't seen him 
I'd always get popoo,ostuck betw~ my soatrunnners. since." 

"And what have yoo been•~g smco your acttng "Mr. Lane," 1 began, hesitantly, "how would you like 
career slowed down, Mr. Lane. I asked, draggmg him to go for a drive, just the two of us?" 

He popped bis driver's door open for mo. I climbed 
in. "Sit back, Baby, and enjoy the ride," be rumbled. We 
drove off into the sunset. his tail lighrs twinkling as 
"Hesrtbreak Hotel" crackled out from his radio. 

Ex-movie star Mr. Fair Lue lupislles in Ille sec-.i Aa-•dDiesel Lu parking lot at COM. His ~
llltlnMB Kliag .,._ ,........uyeat*6rtby Ille_ fads ola llfWera.Altboapf ....... a byllilowner, be 11 

pln•illg a trlamp-t: eback ._,_.._ of 1111 tacdll't. · · ·(Phom "7 R-ff.-Marshall) 

' 
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TAAS scor~s rise; 
but who benefits? 

-MatthewF. ,_ 
Qur parents did not have to talce die TAAS leSI. 

Neither did om tr.acbers. In fact, the vay 1epacscnlalives 
and administrators who instituted die Tern Assessment 
of Academic Skills 1es1 never had ID pass it or oven 
anempt iL So lhoy csn\ apjiteiale die dilemma. 

Since being instilu!ed in 1991, the still-<:00ttoversial 
test has cauJed immeasW'ablo stress while allontpling to 
ID08llure die skills and abilities of Torn schoolchildren. 
And, however slowly, those schoolchildren are gradual· 
ing. 

The TAAS functions as die perfonnance assessment 
tool for both students and teachers in Tern public . 
schools. The Tern Education Agency sots the perfor
mance standards and then reviews lho results. Tho 
teachers and administnitors of each school district know 
this, so they all do lho logical thing-teach die students 
how to do wen oo die test. This is wherc lho problem 
begios. 

Most Texas schools performed better on die TAAS 
this year lhan last. Scores improved across die board for 
an subjects and grade levels. But bow did this come 
about? What sectot instructional technique was em
ployed to tum the tide against impendins failure? 

It's no secret, really. If performance on a single test 
is die sole m....sure of a student, a teacher, a school, or a 
dislrict, then each will work very bani, if not exclu
sively, ID porbm won 011 that test. Officials from TEA 
said as much when interviewed after the scores came 
out. But after graduation, lherc is no TAAS. 

Instoad, there are colleges Md trade schools, job 
ajlplications and family docisions, conununity responsi
bilities and a myriad of men:bsadisers clamoring to be 
among consumers' ...,...iitures. These items are not on 
die lest. 

The students who have survived public schooling 
under TAAS must speak CUL How well-equipped have 
you been for the cbalJenges of osrly adulthood? Did the 
TAAS help you get your filst job? Your own house or 
CIJC1 Did it help you decide whether or not to have 
children? 

This is not the only problem with TAAS or stan· 
dardized tests in general. When the SAT (and other 
standardi,.ed tests) became prominent tools for de
t«mining college admissions, they also were bailed as a 
panacea. But the essential problem remains: How can 
only one test, taken over ooe period of time, accurately 
reOect die accumulation of knowledge and skills gained 
during 12 years of school? How can schools bo expected 
to produce diverse, versatile ~s only to subject 
diem to a narrow, skills-specific test? How could this 
possibly determine what type of employee, citizen, or 
humao being is graduating? 

You msy help answer lheso questions with your 
vote. State electioos, while not as glamorous as the 
presidentlal campsign, determine who will decide the 
fate ofTAAS. 

By itself TAAS solves nothing. It produces nothing 
and it benefits no one, except maybe education adminis
tralm! who like posting numbers oo their bulletin 
boards. When die numbers become mon, prominent than 
the students, more important than die people, !here is a 
major poblom. • 

But it does not have to be this way. Thero are many 
options available. Educalion loallm in Texas need 10 
know die rosu1ts of !heir exprrimont. They need to know 
the feelings of lboso who have lived through TAAS. 

If die reply is loud enoogh, perhaps Ibey will realize 
TAAS is not lhe answer, reganlloss of the quoSlion. 

I 

• • 
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Cost of political correctness too high 

Patricia 
mn 

Political correctness is now die "in thing." 
Every word spoken or written has to bo scrutinized 

to delermine whether lherc could boa hiddon,·inscosi· 
tivo, racist or sexist connotation. If you don't find one 
yourself, SOIIIOOIIO else usually will. In OU' attempt not to 
insult or....,_, anyone. we aro b<coming grim Md 
unpessionate. We censor ourselvbs and allow 90Ciety to 
censor us. 

People live in constant fear today of offending 
anyone. Being labeled a racist or a seJlist now can be 
likened to being called a "Commie" <luring die 19SOs' 
McCarthy En. One misspoken comment or phrase taken 
out of context and a person is labeled. Once you aro 
labeled you can never escape that label. 

When political correctness first came u, the fore
front, it was seen as humorous. Several novelty publica
tions poked fun at the whole concopL Tho best selling 
one wss James Fmn Garner's Politically Comet 
B,d,;,,,. SU1rl4s, which since 1994 has sold more than 2 
million copies. 

Gamer's fairy tales tell of"kindness impaired," 
"vertically challenged" and "food-<:entored" individuals, 
rather than witches, dwarfs, and gluttons. Garner's 
"Sleeping Person of Better-Than-Average Attractive
ness" wakes up and chooses 10 go through life without a 
prince. 

Unfortunately the entertainment value of political 

• ' 

• 

• 

corrocmoss has diminished and is now approaching 
ridiculoos. 

Everyone is familiar with "Give me your tired, your 
poor, yow huddled masses yearning to brealho free," the 
first line of F.mma l..a,.anio's poem engraved on die 
Statue of Liberty in Now York City. A later line that 
reads "The wreu:bed refuse of your teeming shores," 
was <hopped from a granite plaque at New York's Jolm 
F. Kennedy Auport bocBIISO it was considered insensi
tive u, refer IO immlgrants all "wrelched." 

Even die Bible has not escaped the altODtiorl of die 
politically corn:ct. You ca, now own the New T<"'1melll 
& Psalms: An Inclusive "'1-.rioa. The re&:aentc ID die 
pght hand of Clod in '-1ms 23 offended loll-handers, !ID 
it is now referred to as the strong hand. The Loni's 
Prayer now begins ''Our Father-Mother in Heaven." The 
word "kingdom" is palrian:lriaJ and is DOW "dominion." 

If we are foo:ed 10 analyze every uttt:nmce, the 
passion and power of die spoken - will be de-
stroyed. . 

And what of die classics and history? Are we going 
to erase the parts that we dao'tlikc, don't agree with, m 
doo't coosider politically cmect'I Wbea we chaage the 
words on die Statue of Liberty, .-o wo denying that tho 
people who entered this country through Ellis lslancl did, 
in fac~ have wretched existences in !heir native lands? 

In this enlightened time, society dtmands that we in 
no way offend tho SODS1Dilitics of any other person or 
group. When people are foreod IO live in fear of 1heir 
own words, we, as a comnry and a people, are progress
ing into die worldofGocrgcOrwcll's oovel, 1984. 

If we are no longer able to speak off die cuff or 
write our deepest feelings without fear of censorship 
then we have lost our first right specified in die U.S. 
Constitution-{1-.edom of spe,cll. 
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Editorial/News 

Church burnings 
bridge racial gap 

The recent SJl8le of too:hing blaclr. chun:ltes 
may have been intended to intensify hatred and 
rensiom between the races. If that is the C8!IO, then 
the pcrpell'IIDl'-<ir perpelratorS-have apparently 
experienced a backfire. 

A front-page story in the JIDIC 16 issue of the 
HouslOn Ouonicle reported of the lasting friendship 
established between congregations of the white Fir.It 
Baptist 0.urch of Conroe and the all-blaclr. Jones 
Chapel Baptist Chun:h across town. 

When anon deslro)'ed the black church, the 
leaders of the Fust Baptist Church extended an 
invitation to the congregation to use their facilities. 

Allhough a new building has been erected to 
replace the burned ooe, the inunction between the 
two congregations continues. 

What twisted thinking led to someone's setting 
ablaze such a stmng physical symbol cl. peace and 
love? One ctai,I« cl.the Ku Klux Kim.has denied 
involvcmeal and pointed l finger to olbcr bale 
~Nearly~offailhor 
rcligioo-deplol such aclioo. 

Noone can dolly lhlllJesusofNazaredt's 
n ge was one of love. And the burning of a 
church building ooJy increases the Slrcftgth of the 
church which emts in the hearts and sools of its 
people-white or black. 

We do not yet know if the guilt foc these acts 
belongs to a group, a deranged individual, oc 
perhaps io some unusnal chance. 

If hatred was the goal, thooe who set the fires 
have failed. They have only succeeded in demolish
ing some more of the barriers between whiteS and 
blacks. 
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May - Sudn Evans, director of Adult Basic Education, reaives the Employee of tile Mondt award from 
April wlnaer Karl Slager, Finuclal Sffvlces Team. Tile award was reantly created to recognize Ille oatstanding 
service of -ployees to COM. (PMm by Rosalind H. MuuaU) 

First 2 Employees of the Month named 
By PATRICIA HILL 
M-apgEdllar ~ 

WhenCollegecl.theMainland-Kad s...
RIUmed from vacation, he didn't find it strange to have 
the F'111811Cial Services Tham rounded up fer a pholograph. 
Occasionally COM teams gather for pictorcs. However, 
this was ooly a device to announce Stager's selectioo as 
the fust College of the Mainland Employee of the Month. 

Stager was surprised to find out he had received the 
first award and was COM April Employee of the Month. 
"I wasn't expecting it," he said. He knew team member 
Thana Trotter had nominated him, but be didn't think any
thing would come of iL 

Trotter said Stager is always ready and willing to as
sist students however he can. He is courteous to students, 
as not everyone is. And he also is willing to help team 
members with student problems al the cashier's window. 

Sandra Evans, director of Adult Basic Education, was 
equally surprised. She showed up al President Larry L. 
Sianley's office prepared for a meeting and was startled 
to realize that the meeting was just a ploy arranged to 
present her with the May Employee of the Month Award. 

Evans was very appreciative of the award, but was 

quick to point out that she couldn't have dooc it wilhwt 
the monbola ol her IClm. "If you didn't have Slll)pOlt, 
you couldn't do anything. None of us works in isolation. 
(This awm:d) brinp recognition to the (ABE) prog,am." 

The Employee of the Month award was instilllled by 
the COM s-. The Senate is cocnposed of staff, fac
ulty and students who panicipate in the decision-making 
process concerning rules and policies governing COM. 

The award is based on the acronym SERVICE which 
stands foc Success. Eoergy, Respect, Volunteer, Initiative, 
Creative and Effective. Employees nominate a person 
based on a specific act, accomplishmeot or behavior that 
best exemplifies SERVICE. Any employee receiving col
lege benefits is eligible for the award. 

Nomination forms are processed by Human Re
sources. 11te nominee's name is removed and a number is 
assigned to each focm before it is forwarded to the Citi
zens Advisory Commiuee. This committee, which is made 
up of people who represent five school disuicts located 
in the COM district, then scores and selects the winner. 

Wmners receive a certificate, a ttophy that is for
warded to the next Empolyee of the Month and a dinner 
fa< two gift-certificate al a local restaurant. They also be
come eligible for the Employee of the Year award. 

COM classes held at Clear Creek High School 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Managing Editor 

Beginning in the fall semester, College of the Main
land will have an extension college al Clear Creek High 
School in League City. 

In its last session, the Texas Legislatore passed a bill 
that designated COM the Junior College District for the 
Galveston County area of the Clear Creek Independent 
School District San Jacinto College will cover the Jlarris 
County parts cl. the CCI SD. 

Students who live in the Galveston County ponion of 
the Clear Creek disttict will receive a waiver of out-a
district fees for the extension college at CCHS. However, 
they will still have to pay out-of-dislrict fees if they attend 
lhe ll)ain <;oM camAA !n J"exas c;:ity. _ _ . . . . . • _ 

,. 
• 

• 

• 

Registration for the fall semester al Clear Creek High 
School will be held in the high school cafeteria Aug. 21 
and 22 from 5-7:30 p.m. F'mancial aid, counseling and teSt
ing services also will be available al this time. Late regis
ttation and any other support services will be at the Texas 
City campus. 

A wide variety of credit classes, Continuing Educa
tion, as well as professional development workshops and 
classes will be offered at the high school. 

Classes will be held Tuesday, Wednesday and Thurs
day eveoings. Most of the classes arc taught in thrce·hour 
blocks. 

For more information call (40'J) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991; ExL 435 for credit classes; Ext. 288 for Con
tinoing Ed11Catim; Ext 274 fe< financial aid; Ext 297 fer 
counseling; and ~ ZI') foc ~g. 

I 
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Answer to ad leads 
to Bosnia assignment 
Conliaued from l'llxe 

be backed-up in that area by Bob Williamson, Butch 
Carr and my parents," she said. Carr is with the 
COM Police Team and Williamson is with the Po
lice Academy. 

The management company contracted by the 
U.S. State Department to recruit and train penon
nel is Dyn-Corp Aerospace Technology. Hensley 
liist learned of their needs for officers through ex
PoliceAcademy student Robert Dodd. Recalled her 
attention to a newspaper advertisement which 
started her on her journey to Bosnia. 

The advertisement asked fa< officers with 10 
years experience in law fflforcement, six years of 
supervisory work, training experience and a 
bachelor's degree. 

In addition to the 220 officers who will operate 
in the U.S. sector of Bosnia, 1,600 will represent 
other U.N. countries. 

Hensley was enthusiastic when she talked of 
the challenges and adventure facing her. However, 
a note of sadness crept into her voice when she said~ 
"I'll miss them-I cooldn 't have a better family than 
the people at the college." 

Leftovers, topsoil help 
complete lake's renewal 
Con-from Page..,_ _______ _ 

sweepings to ·fill the WO<st holes along the bank. The path
way was saved from.falling into the water, but consider· 
able erosion damage remained. wllicb without interven
tion eventually -.Id become a major problem. 

At that time Texas City was installing a stO<m sewer
on Amburn Road. The Central Office Tham asked Texa., 
City aothorities fer the topsoil which was being hauled 
away from the SIO(lll sewer project. The request was 
granted, and the city left the topSOil in piles around the 
lake-atnocharge. · 

The next windfall came as construction began on 
Paiting Lot C during the same time. Kostelecky said that 
Trimble and StephensConsttuction Services of La Marque 

. had contracted to haul the laJge pieces of asphalt away 
and to place the existing limestone base where directed. 

Kostelecky then told how Neal Young of Trimble and 
Stephens carefully separated the asphalt from the lime
stone, and then dumped truckloads o,the clean limestone 
around the lake. 

Stanley EquipmentCocnpany of La Marque (no rela
tion to COM President Larry L. Stanley) contracted to 
extend the bank IO feet around the perimeter of the lake. 
"They then placed the limestone, shaped the bank, com
pacted it and spread and dressed the topSOil," Kostelecky 
said. This took three weeks beginning May 14. 

Susceptibility to erosion still remained. The team de
cided to "hydro-mulch" the bank. Hydro-mulching con
sists of spraying seeds and spores suspended in water to 
ensure thick and even growth. 

Saddlebmok Grass of Houston, which did the hydro
mulching, gave instructions to water the mulch daily for 
eight to IO days and then every other day until the grass 
was high enough to mow. Once the roots had formed, the 
erosion would be stopped. 

"The only water we had in sufficient quantity in the 
area was in the lake." Kostelecky said. ''The conll'llCIOI' 
rcconunended a boat and a pump." 

The Central Office Team bought a pump and bor
rowed a boat from the Industrial Education Team. Grounds 
Maintenance went into a flex-time mode so that watering 
would continue on Saturdays and Sundays. 

''Now if this isn't a tenific example of a multi-team 
effort to improve the appearance of our lake, I don't know 
what is," .~ecty exclaimed . . 

• 
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Carousel promises musical excitement 
ContiallCd l'rom Pqe 

"It offers soaring music, wonderful melodies, great · 
dancing and comedy, but it also leaves you with some
thing to think about.. 

CarolL!LI will be Adams' first musical since coming 
to COM as associate theater director in September 1995. 
His musical difector for the show is Michael Menz with 
MarybelleChaney andl'llula Sloan handling the choreog
raphy. 

The musical takes place in a coastal village in Maine. 
The story tnlCeS a swaggering, lighthearted carnival baiter, 
Billy, who marries a naive millwocker, Julie. Billy loses 
his job just as he learns Julie is pregnant Desperately in
rent upon providing a decent life for his family, Billy is 
coerced into being an accomplice to a robbery. 

The show's choral highlights include: "If I Loved 
You." "June is Bustin' Out All Over" and .. You'll Never 
Walk Alone." The cast has prepared diligently to reach 

~ form for the production, rchearsins Monday through 
Friday, 7 to !Op.m. The fealurcd performers include Shane 
Fairchild as Billy and Todra Bonner as Julie. Julie Simpson 
will play Carrie and Jay Meya- is cast as Enoch Snow. 

James Coate takes on the role of Jigger, Bonnie 
MantooisNeaieFowler,DebraTlbbettsplaysMrs.Mullin 
and Courtney WISSinger is cast as Louise, Billy and Julie's 
daughter. 

Caro..,./ is destined to be another in a tnlditim of 
exciting and unfurgeaable offerings from the Arena The· 
-. Performances run Thursday throogb Saturday nights 
al 8 with matinees on Swidays al 2:30 p.m. All shows will 
be at the Bayou Thcalre in the Bayou Building oo the UH-
Clear Lake campus. • 

Fa< ticket information; including group diSCOWIIS, stu· 
dent rates and genenil admissioo, contact the COM box 
office Bl (40'J) 938-1211 OC (713) 28().3991, ExL 345. 

Telecourses return for fall semester 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Managing Editor 

Did you know yoo can get credit for GOVT 2301 or 
!IlST 1301 i,n the comfort of your owo home via your 
television set? 

College of the Mainland, through an agreement with 
Galveston College, is once again offering these courses 
throogh the Distance Education Program this fall. COM 
began offering teleconrses in the spring some-. 

The COWllell arc targeted al students who arc unable 
to commit to traditional college classes due to work, fam
ily responsibilities oc other circumstances. 

Srudents can regi- al either COM or Galveston 
College. Registered studeatLmust eumd an nrieorarinn 
session ii COM on Saturday, Aug. 31. Books and class 
docwnents may be purchased al either college bookstore. 

Once Sllldents have registered and have been oriented, 
with boob, notebooks and pencils in band, it is time to 

begin class. • 
Three options for viewing the lecrures arc available. 
Every week lectures arc broadcast on Channel 8, 

Houston's PBS station. During the orientation, students 
will be given the airdateSofthe lectures. Those who miss 
the broadcast can view the tapeS at either college library. 
The easiest option is to rent a set of tapeS for $29.95. This 
will add to the convience r,f the course. · 

The courses require oi\Jy three tests which must be 
taken on campus at either COM's Testing Center or 
Galveston College's Skills Enrichment Cenrer. Prior to 
each test, review sessions arc scheduled al both campu.ses. 

As the flier for th&counes indicates, "Don't confuse 
flexible and convenient with easy.• Much ~ and time 
is involved. The coune.s require self-discipline'.. 

For information oo the telecourses call Cami Rankin 
at Galveston CoUege (409) 762-821!6; or Elizabeth 
Hassen! at COM (40'J) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, ExL 
212; or the Distance Learning Hotline al (800) 305.{;226. 

Summer 1996 InterCOM stalf memllers plller oa tlte back staircase of Ille Learulng Resources Center. Tile 
staff memben are l'ronl row, rn,,. left, Richard Davis; Gina Castro; Matlllew F. Jones; Juliaa Rlano; and 
Bill Glen, =istn•t editor, Back row, l'lllriclll Hil~ managing editor; Michelle L. Hill; ud Rosahcl H. 
Marshall, Layout artist, Man:, Doo, Is aot piclared. (Pboto by Astrid-ff. ~ery) 
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What's Happening 
Sports editor speaks to journalists 

By MICHELLE L 
HILL 
Staff Reparter 

Rick Gilliam, Texas 
City Sun SJlOitS edilllr and 
College of the Mainland 
studen~ spoke to COM 
journalism students on 
June 13. 

Gilliam talked about 
, % , his experiences on the 

L..;...; ... R_,ick..,__~G.:iUia.;'.;m.;...=..u \taff of a small-town 

ne~andofferedad· 
vice to those seeking a future in journalism. 

He used the story of his life to convince his audience 
that it takes a lot of hard work and patience to reach one• s 
goals. Gilliam explained that he first became interested 
in journalism in high school and began his .car= when 
he was a senior in high school. covering sporu events for 
the Sun in the La Marque school districL 

Laler he became a bundle hauler (literally hauling 
bundles of paper to carriers' houses) and then a district 
sales manager which was "basically just a glorified pa
perboy." After Gilliam left the sales job, he became a cor
respondent for the Sun, which meant he sold his worlc on 
a story-by-story basis. When a position for a sportS re
porter became available, Gilliam applied and was hired. 

"I didn't go to college, and I really felt fortunate that 

I was able to start worlcing full time at a newspaper," 
Gilliam said. 

He WOl1<ed as a spons reporter for eight years at the 
Sun before he was made sportS editor. That promotion, 
however, was contingent on his getting a college degree. 
Gilliam, who began his college education at COM in fall 
'95, explained that education is an integral part of joor
nalism; a degree is an absolute necessity. 

In addition IO a college education and the ability IO 
write well, Gilliam said, "You need IO know your read
ers." The reporter also needs to have ties to the commu
nity, especially a small-iown newspaper reporter. Gilliam 
said the reporter bas IO get a sense of who he is writing 
for and about, and he also needs to circulate in the com
munity to hear the readers' opinions. He slated it would 
be difficult IO get the familiarity needed without having 
some type of suong connection to a town. 

The editor also warned his audience that joornalism 
is not an easy, glamorous job. The salary can be low, the 
how-scan be long, and it is a difficult field to enter. How
ever, reporting does have its rewards and a few perks. 

Gilliam emphasized that journalism is definitely a 
public career. A writer's personality as well as his indi
vidual writing style show through in his work. 

Reporters learn how to write and improve their writ
ing through a variety of methods, but, he said he learned 
to write by reading other reporters' writing. He also em

. phasized that writing requires sttong convictions. "You 
have IO feel strongly about what you are writing about." 

Artist gives COM students hints for success 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Managing Editor 

John Lowery, co-owner and president of Design At 
Worlc located in Clear Lake, spoke with the summer jour
nalism and graphic arts students lune 5. Lowery, the son 
of InterCOM adviser Astrid H. Lowery, spoke about skills 
and traits necessary to succeed in any career. 

Lowery discussed three faclllrS in his formula for suc
cess: talen~ education and enthusiasm. He said people 
have come inlO Design At Worlc IO show him their portfo
lio and "maybe they had talen, maybe they had enthusi
asm, but they've had a poor education," he said. "We 
also get people who have all the talent in the world, but 
they can't communicate. Tome they are duds. I don't want 
those people.'' 

Lowery streSsed the importance of communication 
and dedication to completing a job even if it means hav
ing IO worlc long hours to do so. 

Lowery, who is an artis~ said that when he is work· 
ing on a project for a client, he bu to become knowl
edgeable about the subjecL "You almost have to become 
a little pseudo expert." He considers himself a generalist 
rather than a specialist. "I don't know everything, but I 
know a little bit about a lot of things." 

Lowery also streSsed the importance of paying at
tention to courses that seem uninteresting or inelevanL 
"If you are taking these classes that you really don't care 
abou~ do everything you can IO absorb them (anyway). 
You never know what's going to come back around. .. 

When Lowery and his partner Mike Siovall started 
Design At Worlc, they "did everything wrong." They had 
no experience in business and no financing. ''Everything 
we did and our success in a lot of ways bas been purely 
by luck or an acciden~" Lowery said. 

From the time he was in junior high school, Lowery 
knew be wanted to own his own advertising agency. 
Acknowledging his lack of business educatioo and the 
difficulty that lack caused, he urged all who want to own 
theirowncornpaniesiotatesornebusinesscowses. "I've 
had IO prcpa,c myself the hard way; I've learned by fm,." 

Lowery suggosted studentscooside< doing intanships 
to gain worlc experionce. DesignAt Worlc uses interns and 

Lowery said it benefits both the intern and the company. 
Internships, which may or may not be paid, allow 

students to work in their chosen career field. Interns ex
perience first-hand the demands of the job and the amount 
of time and dedication required. The intern receives valu
able work experience he can use on his resume. and the 
company receives ineApensive or free help. The intern 
also makes contacts in his field at>d occasionally is hired 
by the company he interned for. 

Lowery auended the Art Institute of HouslOn while 
worlcing full-time at Eagle Engineering in Clear Lake 
where he met Stovall. After four years at Eagle, he went 
10 Space Industries and later to a small advertising agency. 

While both were working at Eagle. Lowery and 
SIOvall began Design At Worlc as a part-time business. 
About six years ago Lowery convinced Siovall to make 
Design At Work a full-time concern. They now have seven 
employees and are in their third office in Clear Lake. They 
also have a shop in Dickinson called Design At Work 3D. 

Lowery began his talk with a slide presentation about 
a typical day at the office that included being greeted by a 
group of enthusiastic employees ready to hand him his 
newspaper, coffee, aspirin and completed worlc. 

Lowery displayed a collection of bis worlc ranging 
from his earliest space illustrations at Eagle and Space 
Industries through recent pieces at Design At Work. He 
explained the process involved· in creating an B!(lvertise

ment. what media he 
used ( original artworlc 
and/or computer gra
phics) to produce it 
and its purpose. 

At the end 
Lowery quizzed the 
g,oop over facts he had 
discussed and general 
knowledge The first 
penon to correctly an
swer each question 
was awarded a poster 
of Lowery's worl< or a 
Design At Work T-

Job Loftry shirt. 

• 

People Speak Out 
By Gina C111tro, Patricia Hill, 

Matthew F. Jones and Rosalind H. Marsllall 

"Summertime and the living is easy ... " People 
are planning vacations, going to the beach, hang
ing out at the pool or just taking it easy. And here 
we are in class worlcing hard to earn those neces
sary credits. In light of this fact, IntetCOM decided 
IO ask an undemanding question: "What is your fa. 
vorite thing about College of the Mainland?" 

Tiffany Walker: 
I like COM for several 
reasons. It is dose to 
home and offers lots of 
new courses. Basically, 
it is a good school for a 
junior college. 

Karyn Lonplaff: 
The tuition costs are 
very affordable. 

Warren Murray: 
You can take courses 
you need ov« the 
summer, and they will 
transfer IO other 
schools. 

Demetra Nelson: 
I like the nice view of 
the lake. It is quiet and 
peaceful. You can study 
in a peaceful atmo-
sphac. 

' 

Cass Castanie: 
The teachers and classes 
are great. I usually go IO 
Texas A&M, but the 
studenl/teaeher ratio 
here makes the classes 
more advantageous. 

Preppie Olisoo: 
COM caters to the 
students. 

Melissa &pitia: 
It's not too big. The 
buildings are not all 
spread out and the 
campus isn't so 
crowded. 

Lain Faust: 
I've taken classes at 
three different colleges, 
and these are lhe most 
enthusiastic teachers I 
have ever had! 

IL,,, ....... -IilHrCO .... See""'M""'=""'•~ ... ··" ... :_•_•car __ ,....I I St111+-er recs eational opportunidea 
Seel'aps6&7 11 I.ii ...,....,...,Fo,""'See""'•""'~""h""'J --... · .... ... ·--... 9...,. ........... _.I 
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A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND ~-- TEXAS CITY, TEXAS. 

Teamwork saves 
Eckert's shoreline 
By BILL GLENN 
Assistant Editor 

Lake Eckert has a new look. That landmarl< body of 
water at College of the Mainland, which draws visitors IO 
feed the birds, walk or jog around its perimeter, or just 
gaze at the reflections in its sulface, has new life. 

This new viaality tw rcsulied from the sweepings 
from pamng lots, fill dirt from a storm-sewer project and 
waste from constnlCtioo of COM Parking Lot C. 

"It IOOk a lot of teamworlc from a lot of people," said 
Bob Kostelecky, member of the Central Office Team in 
the maintenance department. 

Eroded by waves and wind, the hanks of Lake Eckert 
were creeping perilously close IO the wallcing path which 
curls around those shores. 

Browning Ferris Industries had swept the pamng lots 
during spring break, and a pile of sand and asphalt pebbles 
had accumulated. This suggested a partial solution of the 
...,... pml~em 11> lhe Grounds Maintenance Team. 

The grounds team thetnlt~I a six-weelr: flurry of 
.....,. near the first of May. By the middle of June, they 
had devised the permanent solution IO the problem. 

Grounds team members used the residue from the 
See Leftovers Page 11 

Oa Ille trail along Lake Eckert's bank, jogger, rar left, and COM -•ts, from left, Irma Jimenez, Michelle L. 
Hill and Julian Riano walk past Ill• lllonliae, opposite the hank that was restored through the combined effort or 
several ~ampQA teams. Tiie G.......,... Maintenance Team performed the pbysk:al labor. (Pboto by BUI Glenn) 

COM's Hensley to serve in Bosnia 
carry no gun. Hensley's first concern was not her per-

By BILL GLENN sonal safety, but fear of being cold. 
Assistant Editor Although $80,000 

Robyn Hensley, Col
lege of the Mainland po
lice officer and Police 
Academy instructor, bas 
taken a one-year leave of 
absence beginning in 
early June to serve Man 
international police moni
tor in Bosnia. She wilt be 
part ofafon:eof220US. 
police officers called for 
by the U.N. treaty. 

Hensley, who has 12 
years with COM, said that 
she bas the full support of 
the Police Team and 
COM President Larry L. 
Stanley. She plans IO re
turn 10 the college in her 
former capacity when she 
completes her tour of 
duty in Bosnia. 

The mission of the 
U.N. International Police 
Task Force is to monitor 
human rights abuses. 
They also will IJain local 
police. Althoogh she will 

• • 

COM Police Academy instructor Robyn Hensley points 
to lrooala oa a World War I map of Europe. Hensley Is 
spending a year in Bosnia serving '1'ith the United 
Nations as u international police monitor. 

(Photo by Rosalind H. Marshall) 

• 

• 

was reported as projected 
earnings of international 
police force members by 
the Houston Chronicle, 
Hensley said that figure 
was too high. She said the 
salary would be more like 
$47,000 to $48,000, with 
a per diem subsistence al'. 
lowance and an end-of
contract bonus. 

Hensley said her 
only apprehension was 
leaving COM. "I care a lot 
about the college. I feel 
extremely concerned 
about my students. It's a 
once-in-a-lifetime oppor
tunity, but I'm leaving a 
lot of people behind." 

As to those items 
considered routinely ob
tainable by Americans
bathroom tissue, soap, 
cosmetics and other toi
letries-she will have to 
provide ber own. "I will 

See Answer Pqe 11 
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Carousel travels to 
UHCL, opens July 25 
By MAITHEW F. JONES 
Staff Reporter 

The Biggest Li'l Theatre in Texas is hitting the rood! 
For its summer musical production, the College of 

the Mainland Arena Theatre presents Carousel oo stage at 
the Bayou Theatre at the University of Hoosion-Clear Lake. 

'The show nins from July 25 to Aug. II. 
The 1945 Broadway bit is the personal favorite of re

nowned authors Rodgers and Hammerstein. Audiences 
usually agree as director Marte Adams explains, "The show 
packs a wallop; it has a powerful message and is an emo
tional experience. 

See Carow,/ Page 11 

COM expands class options 
College of the MaiRlad provides several al-

. tllm1llivea IO ils usual CXIUIIIO offilrings, Sludtma, 
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What's Happening 

Shots offered to deter flu season 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Staff Reporter 

Flu season is here! Now is the prime time to 11'1 a nu 
shot. acconling to a press release from the American Lung 
As.sociation. 

This potentially life-threatening disease can be 
prevented with an anmal wccinalion. These are about 70 
pen:ent effective and are especially valuable to high-risk 
groops, such as the elderly, the w,,y yoong, or people 
already suffering from lung disc as~ s such as asthma or 
emphysema. .. 

Macareni Duck dances 
for teacher on birthday 
Continued from Page.-------
maker." Reluctantly she complies. . 

The show oontimed for about 15 minutes. Then . 
the duck disappeared 

College of the Mainland adjunct psyd,ology 
instructor. Camille Peres, never expr.cted anything 
like this for her birthday. "Officially, this was a 
surprise, defmitely. My husband. Chris, sent this to 
me," she chuck.led. 

Peres, who is teaching the Friday morning 
course as an internship for hCI' master's degree at 
the University of Houston.Clear Lake, is expecting 
her second child in NOYC111ber. She said the smprise 
came al a good time, close to the end of class. 

The dancing duck, commonly known as the 
Ma:an:ni Dock is Ricky Hurt of Eastern Onion, a 
singing telegram service from the Houston area. 

.. I've been doing this i>r nine years. I've been 
a pmplc gorilla. a raisin, a chicken, a duck, the Grim 
Reaper, a baby man, a drag queen and a Bette Muller 
look-alike;' Hurt said. "It's a unique job. I get paid 
to embarass people.., 

· Hurt said he'd do almost anything excep< llll<e 
his costume's head off to reveal his ttue identity. 
"It's like Mickey Mouse. You nev" see ..!io's under 
the mask. It would ruin the magic." 

Macaroni Dud< (Ricky Hurt of Eastem Onion) 
surprises psychology instructor, Camille Peres, · 
during class on her 30th birthday_ 

(Pltoto by Rosalind Marshall) 

• 

Influenza and pneumonia add up to the fifth leading 
cause of death among Americans over 65, and the sixth 
leading cause of death amoog all Americans. 

Flu shots are tailored to comb& the current year's 
viruses. This year's combination of three viruses includes 
Type-A Wuhan, which is polentially more dangerous than 
last year's sttain. 

The Retiicd Senior Volunteer Program located al 
College or the Mainland has inYited the La Maique 4C's 
Clinic to administer flu shots in the Sun Room of the 
Student Center Tuesday Oct IS. Vllccinations will be 
available from !Oa.m.-2 p.m.; thedlarge is$5 for students, 
staff and the public. There is no charge for people with 
Medicaid or Medicare. For further details call Olda Fl,rez 

in the RSVP Senion office al (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext 372. 

Flu shots also an: available at your doctor's office, 
healthcare facilities. and some local SlOleS and pharmacies. 
Kroger,, K-Mart and Walgrecns will have flu shot 
programs during October. 

Morning's at Seven 
runs Oct. 24-N ov. 17 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Roporter 

Theansw..tothe question, "What will it take to make 
Homer, ~ 40-year-old man, pop the question to Mynle?" 
can be found in Morning's al Seven, the upcoming 
production of the College of the MainlandArena Thcatre. 

Continuingthe-'s25thannivmaryscasoo,Paul 
Osborn's comedy will hit the boards Oct. 24-Nov. 17, 
directed by Marl< A. Adams, COM associate theater 
director. 

Morning's is set in a small American city in the '20s. 
and fcatores the delightful antics of four elderly sisters 
dealing with romantic plots and sub plots as they pop up 
in the fast-paced action onstllge. 

Information and reservations can _ be obtained Ill the 
Arena Theatre box office or by calling (409) 938-1211 or 
(713) 280-3991, Ext 345. 

COM hosts conference 
on affirmative action 

A conference to discuss the recent aflinnative actioo 
legislation and its effects is set for Friday, Oct 18, al 

College of the Mainland in the Technical/Voeational 
Building, Room T-OJ7 from 8:30 a.m. to noon. 

The conference theme is A Stunning Blow to 
Afffirmative Action: Hopwood. et al vs. University of 
Texas Law School. The discussion will center on the 
ramifications of this decision and 00N to deal with iL 
Susan Bradshaw, University of Texas System Office of 
Gcn..aJ Counsel, will be the keynote speala:r, and will 
react to panel and audience questions. 

Registration for the conference is free to COM 
students and employees, otherwise it is $20.An)'lne who 
wishes to attend must register by Oct 16 in the registrar's 
office. 

For questions call Chudt Buddenhagen, Continuing 
Education and Comunity Se,vices director, al (409) 938-
1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext 517. 

Treasure exhibit Oct. 10-13 
Treasures from the Nuesllll Senora de Atocba, the 

richest Spanish galleon eve, to sink, will be exhibited Ill 
Wedgewood Ytllage Jewelm. It is located al 636 South 
Friendswood Drive in the Stonesthrow Center in 
Friendswood. E~hibit hours are Thursday through 
Saturday, Oct 10-12, from IO a.m.-9 p.m., and Sunday, 
Oct. 13, from 1-6 p.m. The exhibit is free. 

• 

People Speak Out 
By ANNA LAUZON, ROSALIND 
MARSHALL AND MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporters 

On Nov. S theAmerican public will choose the 
next president of the United Staos. Since many 
College of the Mainland students ..,eligible to vote 
for the first time InterCOM asloed, "Are yoo going 
to vote in the presidential election? Why or why 
not?" 

Loo Clark, 20 
No, I don't really care. 
When candidates are 
elected they never do. 
what they promised. 

Crystal Logan, 20 
Yes. It's my first time 
to vote and every vote 
counts. 

Desi,.., de Oliveira 18 
Yes, teens of America 
should vote so they will 
have input into the 
future. 

Jovan Hernande'-, 18 
Yes, I'll vote. Even if 
the election doesn't go 
the way I want, al least 
my voice will be heanl. 

' 

Sarah Kinglow, 18 
More than likely 111 
vote. I know it's an 
important duty for a 
citiren. It makes a 
difference. 

Danika Powers, 18 
No, I don't know 
enough about the 
candidates. 

Alm Spoons, 19 
Yes, I'll wte for 
whoever puts oo the 
best show. ff he says 
what I want to heat, I'll 
vote for him. 

Leab Gana, 20 
Yes. '\tiling is both a 
responsibility and a 
privilege. It's impollalll 
for each of us to llll<e 
port in choosing oor 
leader. 

- . 
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Deans address student concerns 

Dr_ Donald G. Bass (left) dean of Instruction and 
Student Devolopment, and Dr. Henry D. !'ope, dean 
of Celloge aa41iundal'Services,-llle dire ice 
11ti.COM S-at Cona,ms Forum held Oct. I in 
Room A-U7 of tho Administration Buildina. 

(Photo by Bill Glenn) 

By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

Telephone registration, transponation and sched
uling of advanced math and science OOUlllCS were just 
a few of the topics discussed Ill the Student Concerns 
Forum held Oct I "' College or the Mainland 

The forum allows SIUdents to com111111icale any 
concerns to both Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruc
tion and Student Development,and Dr. Henry D. Pope, 
dean of College and Financial Scivices. 

Student Government Senator Jose Galvan asked 
if telephone registration would be availllble soon. Dr. 
Pope answered, "Yes. The question is when." The 
college is currently worlring on getting the software 
system running properly. Telephone registration should 
be ready for summer, but Dr. Pope hopes to have it 
available for spring. Each course in the spring schedule 
will have "a unique index number for telephone 
registration" providing the system is IOady for spring. 

Dr. Bass called lllelltion to CoonectTransportalion 
which provides door-to-door ttansportation to anyooe 
iltlllo local-. Thecost ir $I -way, Reaotvations 
have to be made Z4 hows in advance. Tu schedule a 
ride, call I-800-266-2320. 

See Pbono Page 7 
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Student Government 
election held Sept. 24 
By AMY PATLACH 
Staff Roporter 

Nearly every organ
ization in the world has 
some system of govern~ 
mcnt. The United Staos has 
Congress, big businesses 
have a board of trustees and 
College of the Mainland 
has Student Gov..nment 

COM Student Gov-
erment has been around for -~.--..... 
three yeaIS. It acts as a lia- Don R,ttenllouse Sr, 

soo among all of theooll<ge's recqini7.ed clubs. According 
to the COM catalog, Student Government allows the ideas 
of students and dubs to be presented, discussed and \Oled 
on. It addresses issues submitted by the president of the 
college and other staff members, and approves funding 
requests submitted by clubs. 

The s-.. Oo¥emmcnt elccti<,n, ScpL 24, deter
mined oflicets. They are Don Rittenhouse St, presiden~ 
April Fields, vice president; Afra Gatson, secretary; 

Seo Student Page 7 

Dr. Sanders' first full-length poetry book published 
ByMARCEDOO 
Manging Editor 

College of the Mainland English pmfessor, Dr. Mn 
Sanden, has produced the fust full-length collection of 
bis own poeUy, available now in the COM bookstore and 
in Suite B of the Leaming-Resoun:es Center. 

The book, Before Wt Lost Oiu Ways, published by 
Hurakan Press under the auspices of the Humanities Team 

Giant duck sings 
birthday surprise 
By LORIELLE BLACKWELL 
and AMY K.1'\.TLACH 
Staff Roporters 

Imagine sitting in your psychology class listening 
intently to the instructor's lecture while taking notes. 

Suddenly the classroom door is thrown open. 
Yoo glance up and sec an eight-ix>t yellow duck, 

wearing hot pink hightops, red tights and an inflatable 
innertube. As you swe aJ. him with both 'M>llder and awe, 
he dances the Macarena. 

Then he reads to )'lur instructor rrom a card. "HaWY 
30th Birthday, Camille. I got yoo. Love, Q,ris." 

The duck then tells the startled instructor," And OON 

I have a birthday rap for you." Turning to the class, he 
says, "When I point to you, you say, 'Toot your horn."' 

Then he directs the instructor, "Now, Camille, when 
they tell yoo toot your horn, you blow into this noise 

See Macai,,ni Page 8 

• • 

Sept 17, may be pun:hased al the reduced price or $7 .50. 
The book lists al $9. 

The poems are filled with imagery. Dr. Sandcis uses 
word combinations that create distinct mental pictures. 
For example, "Bobbi stiffens like a stump; the motor of 
her body convulses," is from .. For My Sister, 1961." 
ADOlher example of his imagery is ''The com is on its 
knees, crawling. "from "Pierce County Summer:• 

Dr. Sand=, in his fourth year al COM, purposely 

Fantasy art exhibit 
at COM Art Gallery 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Staff Roporter 

Striking images or dream-like landscapes greet 
visitors to the College of the Mainland An Gall"Y this 
fall. The new exhibition, Sanctums, is a collectioo of 
14 pieces by milled-media attist Gary Washmon. 

Washman, originally from Tuscon, Ariz., reaches 
painting Ill Texas Woman's University, Denton, and 
previously taught at the University ofTexas al Austin. 

At his lecture to open the °'hibition on Sq,t. 25 
in the f"mc Alts Building, Washman spoke of l!r"Wing 
up among the deserts and mountains of his home state. 
He felt homesick ror these after he went to graduate 
school in lllinois, where he found himself surrounded 
by a panorama of Ila fields. Thia COOllllSt spatted his 

S.. s- Pat!e 7 
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has no pictures or drawings accompanying his poems so 
the reader can concentrate on his or her mental images. 

"I hope that the poems will stand on their ""n merit 
without visual accompaniment:' said Dr. Sanders, a 
member of the Humanties Tram. Since coming to the 
college he has revived the COM lilelllry magazine. For
merly known as Sidewinder, now Hwa/um. Dr. Sander, 
has produced two editions. 

Seo Poetry Page 7 

Gary Wasllmon stands besido one of his paintings 
oa display ill tlleCOMArt GallerJ's-abibit, 
5..,.,,,.,_, (Pllolo I>)' Rosalind M-all) 
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Editorials/News 

COM students help themselves to fn,e bot dogs and sodas as SAB members stand by to help them, The SAB 
sponsored the WelcGme Back Kickoff Sept. 10. Door prizes were awarded at the close of the event. 

(Photo by Bill Glenn) 

Hot dog! It's a kickoff at COM 
ByJULIAN RJANO 
Staff Reporter 

Students received warm greetings at the Welcome 
Back: Kickoff held SepL 10 in the breezeway of the 
Leaming Resources Center at College of the Mainland. 
The Student Activities Board sponsored the event. 

Several shifts of SAB members served free hot dogs 
and sodas to the approximately 400 students, faculty and 
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staff. Door prizes also were awarded at the close of the 
kickoff. 

The grand prize was a new baokpack filled with achool 
supplies. COM freshman Niesha Harris was the winner. 
The runners,up received SAB T-shirts. 

The Solution, an area band, provided live 
enrertainment, playing a variety of original and cover songs. 
These ranged from pop to rap to reggae. Band manager 
Gary Wilkins said the band plays many clubs in the 
Houston-Galveston and Austin areas. 

"Look for our new album Down For the SlrMggle," 
Wilkins urged. 

COM President Larry L. S1anley welcomed the 
students and encouraged them to get involved with campus 
clubs or organizations. Representatives of various COM 
clubs also made short presentations. 

Direcu,r of Student 5!:rvices James Shippy, .the adviser 
for Student Govenunent, invited all students to meet the 
Student Government candidates SepL 19 before voting for 
the candidates of their choice Sept. 24. 

For a listing of the new officers. see related story 
"Student Government election held Sept. 24" on Page I. 

Letter to the Editor 
InterCOM gets pat on back 
Dear Patricia Hill, 

I would like to thank you for your articles on ''COM 
.a, Clear Cred,'' "Wedrend College," and ''Telecourse" 
in your July 1996 editioo. We need all the help we can 
get in publicizing the various alternative modes of 

_ obtaining an educaion in today's busy society. 
You have an excellent publication, keep up the good 

work. 
Ales Pratt 
Chairman of Educational Programs 

_Editor's Note: Hill was the managing editor for the July 
issue of lnterCOM. Pratt is the overall coordinaJor of 
the College of the Mainland evening ex1ension al Glear 
Cr,tk High School in League City. 
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Team brings beauty 
to campus grounds 
By BILL GLENN 
Staff Reporter 

Most of us have an occasional tussle with the 
lawn mower and other gardening tools. Most of us 
dread the job, especially after the first urges of 
spring. But, imagine that yoµr yard is the siz.e of the 
College of the Mainland campus. Could )OU keep it 
as beautiful as this campus is kept? 

lbat's the job of seven people----t'M> women and 
five men--the COM Grounds Maintenance Team. 

"We're a proud team," said Gaylen Hayward, 
who described himself as co-leader of the team. 
"We're proud of what we're doing, but we do need 
the belp of students and of the comnunity."He added 
that liner is one of the team's biggest problems. 

. 

,, Unsung Heroes ,, 
"Each night the parking lots are left with beer 

cans, wine bottles, paper and waste of all kinds. It's 
hard to imagine that people in an educational 
institution could be so careless." 

Haywanl points out that, like most of academia 
today, the team is on a limited hldgeL The time that 
it takes to clean up the liuer coold be better spent on 
one of the ongoing programs of campus 
beautification. 

One of the newer effons in the beautifieatien,__.. _ _,__~---,.--
projects was the adding of more color to the flower 
beds around the Administration Building, the Fine 
Arts Complex and the Student Centei: "That's all 
complete acept for a few fall plants;' Hayward said. 

Another project of the entire maintellapce team 
was control of soil erosion around Lake Eckert. 
Grounds Maintenance did most of the M'Sical wotlc 
on that effort. 

More frequent fertilization of the soil is another 
change in the team's schedule.. This. coupled with 
the sprinkler system, which is only four years old, 
should promote more rapid growth of all shrubs, 
grass, flowers and trees. 

Hayward said that the ducks on campus are at 
times controversial. In addition to creating nuisances 
on the sidewalk, they have a habit of eating the 
flowers. 

Many people are fond of the ducks. However, 
they multiply rapidly. At times slq)S must be laken 
to reduce the li>wl population; usually the birds are 
given to people who will care for them as pets. 

Hayward described the time when there were 
geese in the l!ock that began to show aggressive 
behavior toward humans .. The geese had to be laken 
away. 

The team has lost very few plants to disease or 
insects. Hayward said that prompt attention to 
problems gets the crediL Sblte law requires that 
· anyone who sprays shrubbery for these problems 

have a slate license. Hayward has the license and all 
team members can operate under his supervision. 

Horticultural activities are not the team's only 
duties. They repair the sprinkler system and 
plumbing connected with the system. They also 
move furniture around the campus. 

Hayward concluded with an admonition against 
"messing up the grounds." He said, "We owe it to 
ourselves and to our children who may some.day 
auend this college. 

" 
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Poetry reveals voyage through life Phone registration 
discussed at forum Continued from hgt}-!-'--------

Befor, We Lost 0111' Ways also is the title of the 
first poem in the book. He dlose this title brause it 
"suggests a transitioo liom the relative innocence and 
ease of childhood and the blissful igoorance that be
comes replaced by too much knowledge." It serves as 

Dr. Mark Sanders, English professor, proudly 
displays Befort Wt LostOruWays, bis first full-length 
collection or original poetry. (Photo by Mara Doo) 

a good introduction piece because the poems that 
follow rellect going liom childhood to adulthood. 

Dr. Sanders' poems are about family, loss, 
dissolution of maaiagc, bope, places and the power of 
persistance. His poems about his children are among 
the most meaningful to him. 

Several poems have been published in chap-books 
in a limited mm.her and area. The poem '"Suicide" was 
printed by book artisan Harry Duncan, who has prinled 
books by Wallace Stevens and T.S, EllioL 

Dr. Sanders entered early versions of Before We 
lost Our Ways in conleStS and occasionally. these came 
close to being puNisbed, but for a variery of rea-sons 
publications never materializ.ed. Dr. Sanders espl-ained 
each time the book was differen~ it either con-tained a 
di!ferent series of poems or poems he had iewriuen. 

Dr. Sanders also sent a first copy of Before We 
lost Our llbys to three Nebraska poets: Greg Kuzma, 
Don Welch and William Kloflkom. All are esiablished 
poets and have been Dr. Sanders' friends for a long 
time. "I trusted them to be objective with my work." 
All made suggestions and gave input on the final book . 

The book, an accumulation of 14 years of work, 
represents the almost 1,000 poems DI: Sanders wrote 
during that time. From these poems. with some help 
of colleagues, be chose the 74 poems in Before We 
Lost Ow Ways. 

Continued from Page 1----------
Dr. Bass also is looking into the possibility of setting 

up a ride/share program so students living in the same 
area and having similar schedules may share rides to and 
from school. 

Cessalie Premo, Student Activities Boattl speakers 
chairwoman, voiced concem that usually only one day 
and one night class of science and sophomore.level math 
courses are offered and classes fill quickly, she said. Math 
Professor Joanne Kendall said a Saturday class could be 
an option. 

Dr. Bass emphasized early registration is Dec. 4 and 
S, and students should register early to get the best times. 

He announced. J)lans to place t\\O or three .. stands" 
around campus to give studenrsaccess to 2+2 degree plans 
with University of Houston·Clear Lake. These degree 
plans list the couraes required for various degrees at 
UHCL; many of theses courses can be laken at COM. 

Student Government President Don Rittenhouse St 
suggested having door-opening clickers for handicapped 
students in a more central locatioo, such as the COM police 
security office, which is accessible for longer periods of 
time. The. clickers arc currently available only from 
Barbara Crews, coordinator of Disability Services. 

Dr. Bass is looking into the pos.§ibility of hwing an 
ATM machine on campus. This issue was raised pre~ 
viously. At present, be has not found a bank willing to 
commit to such a lprge expense. 

Sanctums artist Washmon opens exhibit Dr. Bass said fie will resolve the problem of lawn 
mowers being tUed outside of Administration Building 
clas.fflx>ms during clautime.' 

Continued from hgt 1--------
intc=t in painting dramatic landscapes reminiscent of 
Ariu!na. complete with saguaro cactus plants. These 
images--develepod--als-ef-a-fantasy-wood ... 
Washmoo allowed his imaginatioo to furnish acenes often 
inspired by the light of duslt and -n. 

Many of Washmon 's paintings are night acenes, and 
his cwrent work: often involves the image of a house in 
the wood.,. 1bis imu:c was insoired bv a real·life house 

where be and his family lived close to wild coyotes. The 

Student Government 
set for fall semester 
Continued from Page }-------

Heather Pena, treasurer, Kendrick Douglas, Jose 
Galvan and Ryan Grayson, College Senate represen
tatives; and Jamie Powell, night school represen
tative. In addition to Student Government officers ' 
"every recognized club has one representative," said 
James Shippy, director of Student Support Setvices. 

SenaLe representatives serve on both Student 
Government and the College Senate. The ..,._ is 
comprised of COM administa1tors, staff, faculty and 
three student represenatives. The senate rules on 
policies for the school ''Studeut representatives have 
an equal vote just like any other membec of the 
senate," Shippy explained. 

"College of the Mainland's Student Govern
ment beloogs to the Texas Junior College Student 
Government Associatioo which includes aboot 40 
community colleges across the stale," Shippy said. 

Student Government members auend state and 
regional conventions. "This year's state convention 
is in Austin," Shippy said. 

At conventions, delegates attend workshops. 
listen to speala,rs, amend constitutions and elect of
ficers for the upcoming school year, "At the Stale 
and regioo levels, schools are elected as officers 
instead of individuals," Shippy explained. "This year 
we (COM) are the Regioo V parlimentarian school" 

.. ,,. ,:, 

' 

pictures convey a mood of darkness and threat, as in 
"Disaster: Burning House." Washmon uses chatroal to 
produce many of his black and white images, as in "A 
Quiet Space," a ha!!nting !""'!le of an em)Jt)' d>air in the 
cenr« of a ma,e, However, be employscolorto-~t effect 
in his oil paintings, "El Dorado" and "Rarified Air. "Both 
feature cypress trees, water and sweeping arc shapes in 
the compositioo. In ooe piece, ''Tree Hoose I:' Washmon 
revives his print-making past with an image of a house 

pen:bed precariously in the branches of a tree. 
The exhibit is free, and may be vie- until OcL 27. 

· TbegalleryisopenTuesdaythroughThursday, II a.m. to 
4 p.m. Po< further infunnatioo call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991,ExL 354. 

Rittenhouse asked when the methane (aewer) gas 
problem in the Student Center will be com:cted. Neither 
dean was aware sewec gas penneates the Student Centei: 
lloth-said.they-would-work.lO-eliminale.the.problem. 

April Fields, Student Government vice president, said 
sbe rarely sees adminisbators, staff or faculty at SAB 
picnics and dances. She said students don't see the deans 
outside of school and may be intimidated by them. 

Dr. Pooe said moblems most students encowiter don\ 
involve areas he is in charge of, but he is always available. 

Dr. Bass said, "I've never gotten the impression that 
people are afraid to see me." He saessed be is always 
available and students can come to see him -~ time. 

Fal! '% '!'terCOM staff members gather in the COM Art Gallery, They are front row, from left, Lorielle Blackwell; 
Jul18D Riano; and Amy K. Patlacb. Second row, Bill Glenn, photography editor; Patricia Hill, assistant editor· 
Maree Doo, managing editor; and Brad Stevenson, illustrations editor. Third row, Rosalind Marshall; Murra; 
Getz; Anna Lauzoo; Skip Garwood; Otis Gatson; Eric Slocumb; John Ceglinski; and Jose Galvan. 

(Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
'• A O A • O •o • ·• 

• 

• 

• 

·' 

·' 

' 

·' 

. -

. 

' 

' 

. 

l ::-....... ,.~ ..... 
I ,-.. 

I 



.. ., 

' 

..,,.. . 

. . -

1 

Page 6, October 1996, lnterCOM 

Sports/Entertainment 

Team 5 to compete for GCIC Sports Day spot 
By Ol'IS GATSON 
Slaff ff!JOl"ler 

No. it's not the NBA. 
It is the College of the Mainland student baslrthell 

tournament played Sept. 25 to determine which team will 
compete in the animal fall Gulf Coast Intercollegiate 
Conktence SpcrtS Day OcL 24 al San Jacinto College 
(central campus). 

Six teams competed' in this lall's event. Keylon 
Williams, Jeromy Saulsberry, Jason Wheeloct and Andre 

f • • 
Kooxson o Team 5 were the tournament WlllllelS. 

Team members argued and Clldurod thiBtand fatigue, 
bnt, they found a way to wort togethel: 

"I thoughi I was going to pass out," Tcam 5 player 
Whccloct said. 'But no matter how tired I was, I was 
determined ID win." 

· Maryann Urick, coordinator of Rocn:ational Activ
ities, said, ''The toumamcnt was competilivc. These guys 
can take the ball to the hoop." 

Team 5 and Tcam 6 (-Mmray, Dall'yl Ragsdale, 
Brian Coleman, Kenny Nelson) played in the finals of the 
tourruunenL 

It was an C><Citing game since both teams plJt'ed with 
aggressiveness and intensil)< Every time one team 'Mlllld 
take command, the other team would battle back. 

Tcam 6 had an advantage with a substitute waiiing 
on the sidelinos to n:licvc tired players. But in the encl, 
Tcam 5 pn,vailed 15-12. 

Tcam 6Cllplain DaJyl Ragsdale said: "Team Splayed 
well. Jason Wbccloct just shot us out of the game." 

Wheeloct definitely dominated the game. lie led all 
students with 12 points. 

Team 5 captain Saulsbeay was pleased with the 'Mly 
his team played. "Give the ball to the big man and let him 

shoot. With a player his (Wheeloct's) sill: oo your team 
it is a must that yoo get him the ban:· · 

The IOOlllalllClll,a biannual event to prepare forGOC 
Sports Days, is open to all COM Sllldents. 

Team 5, from the an-13--3 -eat baskotball tournament will ,_at COM at Galf C-lnteffl>Degiate 
Conrermce Sports Day Ott. 24 at San Jacinto CoD<ge. 1st place 1ea111 membffl are (Ii l'ng rm. Id!) Andre 
Knoxson, Jason Wloeelocli,Jemay S.uberry- Keytaa Wiliams. :lad place team memben.,. (standing rrom 
left) Brian Coleman,Adriaa Muray, Darryl Ragsdale and Ke11111 Nelsoa. 00- by Mary ... Urick) 

Wheelchair no handicap for student SAB highlights 
Halloween bash 

• 

By Bll,L GLENN 
Photography Editor 

He's a whirlwind in motion as he sinks a tJuee. 
point shot into thcbasket,calchcs the ball on the bounce 
and grabs the wheels of his chair to propel himself into 
position for another shot. 

COM stadeot Kendrick Put,gla wllffls around tile 
court shooting baslrets. • (Photo by BiU Gnu) 

.. 

He is Kendrick Douglas, College of the Mainland 
student, participant in the Para-Olympic preliminaries 
and team member of the l'llsadena Coasters of the 
National Disabled Basketball League. 

Douglas has spina bilida, a crippling oongcnilal 
oondition. Limited in mobilil}I he has been as active 
as his disability permits. 

He played with a basketball all through his 
childhood, eventually developing near-perfection in his 
playing. He plays with the Coasters every Monday 
night al lhe Bemecox Center in Pasadena 

He has participated in wheelchair races as a fund
raising activity for the Spina Bilida Association of 
TCl<BS and for the Shriners Crippled Childicn's Hospital 
of Houston. 

Douglas' hopes of participating in the Para
Olympics wen: dashed by a need for smgery. "But a 
lot of my friends wen, then:," he said. "My long-term 
goal is lo go to S ydlley. Auslllllia, for the year 2000 
Olympics." 

Douglas is sraning the Olgani,.ation of Disoolcd 
Persons club al COM. The purpose of the dub will be 
lo promote activities for the handic-, and to serve 
the necdsofhandic,wed individuals. He stressed that 
a handicap is not necessary for membership and is 
actively seeking mcmbels and olf"lcers for the ocw club. 

For more· information call Douglas a (713) 337-
6425. Barbara Crews, coordinator for Disability 
Services, also will furnish information. She may be 
n:acbcd at (40'.I) 93S. I 2 I I or (713) 280-3991, ExL 470. 

Information on the basktball games can be 
obtained by calling Pr;ggy Thomas, din:clllr of the 
Bemecox Center al (713) 487-1755. 

• 

By JOSE GALVAN and ERIC SLOCUMB 
Staff Rtportm 

Do yoo find yourself asking what the Student Act
ivities Boan! is? SAB is a College of the Mainland mgan
ization Iha plans 81Udent activities. These include social, 
cultur.11, mcreational and educaional events. 

The SAB plans for the fall begins with the Welcome 
Back Kicltoff OcL I. The next event is the Gulf Coast 
lnten:ollegiate Conference Sports Day _al San Jacinlo 
College (cenlllll campus) OcL 24 lollowed by the co
sponso,od Halloween dance. 

Both the COM SAB and Galveston College's 
Hispanic Student Oiganizaticn and clisABLED Club an: 
the organi,.en 9f the Halloween Monster Bash. It will be 
held in the Music Hall of the Hotel Gal,ez, 2024 Sea
wall Blvd. in Gal..,ston,Friday, OcL 25, from 8 p.m. lo 
I am. T'ICkets ID the Bash will be fJOC ID all COM/GC 
employees and students with ID. Guests may j)UJthase 
tickets.in advance ir $2 each, or S4 a the door. 

Other SAB events include: AIDS awareness speaker 
BenMalSltallschedulcdOcL 17;floe"-ingofTheNuiry 
Professor, OcL 25 and 26; hypootist Frodrick W'mters 
performs Nov. 4 al 7 p.m.; the GOC -ling Sports Day 
Nov. 7; student vs. employee volleyball game is Nov. 8; 
and a second Student Concems Fonnn is slated Nov. 12. 

Maryann Urick, SAB sponaor and Recreational 
PU>gtoiwl cooolinator, urges students ID SCI imolvcd. "The 
Student Activities Boam is a great oudet for students 
bc:causcit""°"'81bcm theOIJIX)ltlllliry to make decisions 
on how the student activitics fees arc spent." 

SAB -Tuesdays a 12:30 in the gym, Room P-
112 is open to COM Sllldents. 

• 

DorothyKempoftheGronods Malnlanellft'Jeamgels 
ready to mow the COM grounds. Kemp and other 
members of her team have been working bard at 
cleaning up and beautirying COM. 

(Photo by Bill Glenn) 
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Tupac Shakur's death stirs emotions 

The rap world has suffered a great loss with the 
recent death of rappcr Tupac Shakur. Shakur, who 
received nationwide fame and scniiiny for his graphic 
depiction of strcct life, died Sept. 13 from wounds 
received in a Las Vegas shooting a week earlier. 

Only 25, Shakur had barely reached his musical 
peak. He received enormous aiticism for his lyrics. 
which glorified the violent ways of urban streets and the 
degradation of women. Yet, these lyrics that brought 
criticism also helped sell more than 6 million copies of 
his fmal album, All Eyes on Me. 

COM studentJeromy Bass expressed the loss that 
many young people feel when he said, "Every time I 
drink, I poorouta little of my liquor for him." 

Shakur was attempting lo change his image of being 
a thug when he died. Perhaps his recent engagement to 
music icon Quincy Jones' daughter was the reason for 
the change. His life was an irollic display of life 
imitating art. On the one hand he was charged and 
served time for sexual assault, on the other hand he was 
the shooting victim in a 1994 attempted robbery. 

"At the end of his life he tried to turn things around 
by encouraging yoong black males to vote," COM 
student Elizabeth Rue said. 

While m06I African Americans feel a deep scnsc of 
loss with the death of Shakur, some whites have mixed 
feelings. "lie could have rapped aboot it (stn:et life)." 
said COM student Chris Gn:enwald, "but he shooldn 't 
have lived his life that way." Many believe that Shalrur's 
death was a fitting way for a "gangsta" rapp<>" lo die. 
Shakur's murder only reinfcwced white America's view 
of the violent world of rap, using his death as an "1-told
you-so" point of view. COM student Monty Halili said, 
"I think it's sad because he had everything. but he 
wanted to hang with the thugs." 

I am first saddened by the dealh of Tupac becmw I 
looked up to him as an artist. 

Secondly, because he is another brother who has 
gone from ''The Cradle To The Grave" as the song says. 

Shalrur, who lived a violent life, followed in his 
moth«'s footsteps by trying to rebel against a racist 
society. Shakur's motba was a Black Panther. While 
many saw him as self-destructive. I saw him as a fighter. 

Who will weep for Tupac? I will, yoo will and so 
will many others. Maybe Shakur's death will help us lo 
underRmld that nl8C is in all of us. We must learn to 
control this nl8C that has built up imide, or it will 
control us. At the very least, Shalwr's death should 
remind us that death touches us all "Lord Knows" bow 
it touches me. 

Redistricting brings confusion to 9th District 
By PATRICIA Hll,L 
Assistant Editor 

On Election Day, Nov. 5, those of us who choose lo 
vote will be heading to the polls to cast our IOte in local, 
sraae and national elections. 

In the March primaries we narrowed a field of 
Democratic and Republican candidates lo one pcnon from 
each major party. Now we will vote to either re-elect 
President Bill Clinton or to ,ote inlO office Repubiican 
Bob Dole or independent Ross Pr;rot of The Reform Pany. 

In the senatorial race we may choose to keep 
Republican Phil Gramm or select newcomer Victor 
Morales, a Democrat 

However, when we get to the pan of the ballot alloted 
for the 9th Congressional Disuict, we will have one 
Republican and two Democrats to choose from. 

In a n:cent ruling. the Supreme Court striiclc down 
three Texas congressional districts as unconstitutional. 
Districts 18, 29 and 30 were al the heart of a 1994 lawsuit 
that alleged racial gerrymandering when these key districts 

COM registration up 
By LORIELLE BLACKWELL 
Staff Reporter 

Parlcing places may be hard IO find due lo the 108-
student incn:asc at College of the Mainland. 

This fall, COM has an enrollment of 3,742 students 
as compared 10 last fall's enrollment of 3,634. 

COM has 1,139 new students this fall as compared to 
last fall's new student enrollment of 1,075. 

More returning students registered this fall than last 
2,603 lo 2,559. This information was furnished by Wanda 
Scarlett. a student records specialist in the Admissions 
Office. 

Enrollment increasescoold be credited to alfordability. 
"'COM is more affordable than a big univ~ty; said 

COM student Jodie Watts. "Books and the cost of classes 
are a huge expense a big universities. One~ may cost 
$200 at a university whereu the same class may only cost 
$80 hen, al COM." 

• • 

were drawn. The SupremeCourtredn:w these thn,c distticts 
and the swrounding districts allccting all of Houston.and 
all of Dallas.As a result, the Match primaries were thrown 
out and a special election scbcduk: was set. 

-. cannot WllC straight party until after they cast 

their vote in the 9th District race. 
If oo contender in the 9th District gets a majority (more 

than 50 pelCCllt) on Nov. 5, then voters will have IO retum 
to the polls on Dec. 10 to choose a winner in a runolf. 

Currently. Republican Steve Stockman of 
Friendswood is the 9th District representative to Congress. 
Stockman is the only Republican on the November balloL 
Two Democrats round out the ticket 

The Democllltic winner of the Man:h primaries is Nick · 
Lampson, long-time Jefferson County tax accessor. 
Democral Geraldine Sam, who was defeated by Lampson 
in March, has re-enten:d the race. 

By redrawing districts this dose to the election and 
overturning the primaries, the Supn,me Coun has only 
succeeded in oonfusing \OICrS. This oonfusion could have 
a seven, impact on the N=bcrelection. Confused ,oters 
might just choose not to vote. 

Although the Democratic Party is endorsing front
nmner Lampson, Sam's entry into the race could split the 
vote. Having two Democrats oo the ticket makes it easia 
for Stockman, the only Repulican, ID win. 

Don't forget to VOTE on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. S 
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News/Features 

COM now offers courses at CCHS 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Staff RePorter 

Due io a cooperative agreement between College 
of lhe Mainland, lhe San JacinlO College Disttict and 

Professor Jo Ann Pevoto teaches British Literature, 
at the new program of COM night classes held at 
the Clear Creek High School. Facing her is student 
Marilyn Waegner. (Photo by Amy Patlacb) 

the Clear Creek Independent School DisD'ict COM is 
now holding classes at Clear Creek High School. 
Classes are Tuesday, \\l:dnesday and Thwsday nighrs. 

All SRldenrs enrolled in.the evening classes at Creek 
arc coosidered IO be in.<fisD'ict providing they live within 
the boundaries of GalYOSIOn County. College credit and 
Continuing Education COUISCS are now in progress and 
also will be offered in lhe spring semesier. Currently 
the enrollment is up IO "369 credit class slots and about 
310 non-credit class slors," said Alex Pratt chairman 
of Educational Programs. 

Credit courses range from elementary algebra IO 

American government, national and state. However, 
many of these credit courses have testing requirements. 
To know lhe requiremenrs. contact the COM Appraisal 
Test Center. Continuing Education courses range from 
Adult CPR IO Personal Financial Planning. To pick up 
a full listing of courses go by the Counseling Cenrer 
located upstairs in the Student Centei: 

Some familiar and not so familiar faculty teach a 
Creek. The four full-time COM iilculty members are 
Jo Ann Pevoto, Janice Smith, Brenda Brown and 
Terrence Kettler. "The other faculty members are 
adjunct faculty who normally teach for us," Pratt said. 

- Each faculty member meets the basic n,quirements for 
all faculty: master's degree and 18 hours in their 
teaching field. 

For more information call (409)938-1211 or (713) 
28().3991: Credit ExL 435; Continuing Eduaction, ExL 
279; Financial Aid, ExL 274; Counseling, ExL 297; 
Testing, ExL 273 

COM professor teaches 'Net surfing 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff RePorter 

'"'They certainly are motivated ... real computer 
junkies," said College of the Mainland Professor Joyce 
White speaking about her bani working studenrs. 

White is teaching Ioformation Systems as a credit 
comse for the first time this semester. She currently 
instructs some 45 students in the gentle art of getting on
line and using the Intemet. White also teaches her studenrs 
how to use e-mail 'Mlich is quickJy becoming one of the 
primary methods of OOSiness communication. 

With fingers flying over the keyboards of the 25 IBM 
486's, these studenrs in Room T-107 of the Technical/ 
Vocational Building are learning to create their own web 
page IO link with other sites. They can do school resean:h, 
look foe jobs, send resumes and ta1a, advantage of the many 
spectacular tasks the intbnnation super-highway offers. 

1be students in this computer coume will most likely 
find themselves involved in one of the fastest growing 
racers of modem education. 

White recently up-dated and redesigned the 
curriculum of the Internet COUJSO, and as a result COM 
has been designated the first college in the state IO have 
an approved cowse. 

A feature of the oewly redesigned curriculum is a 
special provision known as Tech Prep, White said. 

This allows high school students who enroll in ap
proved counes at COM to receive college credit for 
specific courses taken while in high school. White, a 25-
year veteran profes.sor at COM, related bow she used the 
word proces.,or as her entree inlO the world of cornpurers. 
By using maooa1s and on-screen tutorials, she was able 
IO master this tmnsitioo in a relatively short time. 

At the present, White's pl is IO have her students 
leave the class competent IO use the Internet in their SRldies 
and business undertakings. 

Now that most homes, and certainly almost all 

• 

• 

' . 

businesses. have entered the compurer age with fax, e
mail and all the rest of the electronic wizardry, computer 
educatioo and all irs racers have become a necessity. 

The thint for computer know-how can be easily 
quenched through independent study or by joining a 
computer class offered by Professor White and others at 
the college. 

Professor Joyce White (center) sboM students Amy 
Constantine (left) and Jeannette Kowis (right) the fine. 
points of l"tting on the lnterneL 

(Photo by Murray Getz) 
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TV links Adams to 
Polish play festival 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Staff Re Porter . 

MadtA. Adams participated in this summer's Warsaw 
International Theater Festival in an unusual way: via 
"telelink" from New York. Adams, College of the 
Mainland associale theater director, was one of only four 
Americans invited IO take part in the five-day festival in 
Poland. 

Due IO a family illness, be attended the event long
distance, watching seven of lhe 20 plays on a big-screen 
TV at the Lincoln Center in New "rorlc. 

Thanks io lhe efforrs of Tony award-winner Gerald 
Gutierrez, a Broadway director who was instrumental in 
the video link-up.Adams was able IO see productions from 
eastem,Europe and join in the collference. 

"The stmdanl of productions really varied in quality," 
Adams said, "but I was very impressed by a youth !healer 
from Estonia; teen-agers pedonning Shalrespeare'sRomeo 
and Juliet with enormous depths of passion and emotion. 
That was a very exciting production. I'm always very ' 
interested to see hCM' non-English speaking countries 
interpret our greatest English dramatiSL" 

Only two of the seven plays Adams saw were 
performed in English. "This really deepened my 
appreciation of lhe universal langu,-ge of theater," be said. 
"To see this in practice, where theater transcended 
language differences, was a fascinating cultural ex
perience." 

From an educational point of view, Adams .,,., how 
theater practices of eastern Europe dift"er from those of 
lhe United States. 

"I was impressed by bow creative and imaginative 
lhey could be, often Oil ""Y small budgets. I learned all 
kinds of great new staging ideas. They'd mount .really 

impressive shows. and I was amai.ed to see what can be 
done with so little." 

Many of lhe companies"""' from former communist 
bloc.countries. It fascinated Adams to sce"how someone 
lives foe years under a certain political system, and then 
all of a sudden is im:ed IO be free, IO go make your own 
decisions, have your'c,,vn ideas, earn your living." Adams 
added, "It was impossible for conversations at the festival 
not to have some kind of flavoring of the political 

. atmosphere." 

Some of the productions wen, very politically daring 
and could oot have been performed under the former 
governments. "These people used IO have IO perform in 
secret IO small audiences, hidden away in basements;· 
Adams related. "Even now, among people who are old 
enough IO remember the past regimes, there is still a fear 
that the police will mid the theater." 

What did Adams· gain from his participation? "A 
general inspiration," be said. ''Too often,those of us who 
have been weaned on such a western culblle, concentrate 
only on what works for wesrern audiences. Playwrighrs 
and theater companies that ...,·working all over lhe world 
have a lot to teach us, as much as we have IO teach them. 
That's why we were invited, that's why the cmkn:nce 
worked so well. They were ravenous to hear about 
anything American." 

Adams had already changed lhe tbeau:r syllabus IO 

ioclude a wider mnge of theater styles. In-gly, be 
also had planned to change the ie..tbook in a concerted 
eft"ort kl incorporate more non-traditional playwrights. The 
new editioo of lhe book, however, bas a cross oection of 
Hispanic, African American,Asian American mid women 
playwrights in the 10 plays it offers. 

Surprising to Adams. the interest from other 

See Theatre Page 5 

• 

Theater productions 
differ around world 
panicipants focused on music.al comedies, very much an 
American an form. 

''They were thrilled to hear all about Caro.,,~ they 
love Rodgers and Hammerstein; it's so foreign IO them. 
They think it's one of the highest lbrms of art. There are 
no Russian or Polish musical comedies, so to them it's of 
cultural interest." 

Adam's paper for the festival was on Kaufman and 
Hart, an American writing team that produced One, iii a 
Lifet~. a comedy IO be directed by Adams in spring '97 

at the COM Aiona Theatre. Although unable 10 read it at 
the festival, the paper was sent to W8IS8w and made 
available IO delegates. 

Adams is invited to attend next year's festival and 
plans to write a paper on Rodgers and Hammerstein's 
musicals. 

"There could be nothing more indigenous to 
American theater than that and it's something they would 
never have had any exposure ro," he said. 

Adams pointed out tha his participalion in the festival 
was only made possible by funding from the COM 
Professional Development Committee. "The CQmmittee 
enables professional staff io really enrich their educaion," 
Adams said, '"to bring a lot of positive experience to our 
sbldents and. in this case, our theater customCJS." 
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MarkAdams (center) COM BMOCiltt theatre director joins in a toast during September'sArena Theatre production 
of Harold Pinter's play Th• Hothous,. With him are former COM students and -..teran actors RndTudd (left) and 
Cliff Mabry. Mabry is an English teacher at Friendswood High School. (Photo courtesy of theater department) 

Geology fans wanted for new rock club~ at COM 
By SKIP GARWOOD 
Staff Reporter 

The initial meeting of lhe ne.v Geology Club, lhe first 
of itflioo at College of the Mainland, was held Sept. 10. 
The group met at in the Math/Science Building. 

The purpose of the club is to help sbldenrs gain a 
better understanding of the world around them; it offers 
members geological field D'ips and bands-on ""periences. 
The destination of lhe first geological field D'ip is Marble 
Falls during the weekend of Nov. 15-17. 

The trip is open IO COM credit students with a valid 

COM ID card and IO Continuing Education studenrs. Sign 
up in Math/Science Office in the Math/Science Building. 

The D'ip is on a first-come first0 served basis. Swdenrs 
planning IO go on the D'ip must contact the Geology Club 
ASAP because lodging and meal arrangemenrs must be . 
booked and paid forin advance. These are the only charges 
for the D'ip and run approximately $50 for all three days. 

One- and two-day club D'ips also are being considered 
in conjunction with other geology clubs at universities 
such as the University of Houston (cenbal campus). 

The Geology Club's newly elected officers are 
Charles Leslie, presiden~ Skip Garwood, vice presiden~ 
Kristy Pavini~ secretary; Carol Pavini, treasurer; and 

Cut fat out of cafeteria by suggestions 
By ERIC SLOCUMB 
Staff Reporter 

Trying IO eat healthy while at school1 Join the crowd. 
In the past few years the United States has seen an 

explosion of fat-free food hit the maiket place. Students 

John Littles, cafeteria man•r, sets up the bot buffet 
line in the COM cafeteria in the Student Cenlel: · 

(Photo by Bill Glenn) 

' 

may wonder why this trend has not reached the College 
of the Mainland cafeteria. 

Food Service Manager John E. Littles says the selec
tions on the mem are up to sbldent.s. "I make the meoo ... 
and the menu comes from student ideas." 

Low-fat items were offered in the past but "didn't 
make any money," Littles said Low-fat items, such as 
salad dressings and muffins, are available. The salad bar 
was installed for studenrs who wanted healthier choices. 

COM contracts Brown Rxxl Sezvice to offer students 
and employees a well-balanced and cost-elfective meal. 

Swdenrs have requested items in the past but failed 
IO pun:hase lhem once they were available. When this hap
pens the cafeteria is forced to throw away the unp~ 
items, Littles explained. 

Keeping items on the meru that do not sell is not 
profitable. Brown fuod Service is here IO wort with the 
swdents, but also io show a profit. 

Suggestions on pricing or menu changes can be put 
into the suggestion box ~ted in the cafeteria by the cash 
regisrer. Littles asks th:t str,<1ents be "specific'' when ask
ing foe chanl{CS. "If the prices are )oo high, tell us what 
items you think are too expensive. "Littles, in response to 

student suggestions, changes the menu monthly. 
Students must make new selections profitable for 

Brown fuod Service. The cafeteria operates oo the theory 
of supply and demand. If demand exists, the supply will 
follow. 

Littles encourages student staff and faculty input but 
'"if it don't make dollars, then it don't make sense." 

Richard Garica, Student Government representive. Math 
Professor Da"' Hansmire. and Continuing Education and 
Community Services. Director Chuck Buddenhagen are 
the club's advisers. Both teach geology. 

The clul> meets the first Tuesday of each month at 
12:30 p.m. in the Mah/Science Building llrium. To finish 
organizing the club, meetings may be held more m,quently 
from now through November. Foe an up-to-date status 

about meetings check the club bulletin boan1 in ihe atrium. 
Hansmire and Buddenhag_en mar be cootacted bv_ 

calling (4()1)) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, ExL 333 or 
517, respectively. Club President Leslie may be reached 
at the Financial Aid Office, ExL 38 I. 

Effective note taking 
makes tests a breeze 
By WRIELLE BLACKWELL 
Starr Reporter 

Not everyone cm, recall every word of an bour
and-20-minute-loog lecture, but rememberirig whet 
isimponantforthetc8tmaybeeasierthanyoo1hink. 

'The best thingtbet a student can do is IO listen," 
saidJamesShippy,Collegeofthe~directo< 
of Student Setvices. "Pay attention .,.i jot down 
what you think is importaDt. You don' have IO get 
every word." . 

Shippy, wbo held 1he DOie· and test-taking 
worbhop Sept.I? in the Leaming Resources Center 
Auditorium, L-131, also said lllitude is a Ia,y factor 
IO bow well a student pedillms. 

Other factors include: I) Sit away from win
dows so you won't be distracted; 2) Develop a 
memory system; 3) 1llke ·..,... oo what the teacher 
stresses and writes on the board; 4) Use ab
breviations and write llOleS in your own -.ts. 

Faciors that may help you do well Oil tests 
include: I) Plan periods of review; 2) Be calm and 
alert; 3) Get plenty of sleep; 4) Be p,epared with 
pens, pencils,etc.; 5) Read test ~l!camfully. 
6) Don't spend too nx:h time on one question. 7) 
Skip bard ones; 8) Go bock to omitted questions if 
yoo have time. 
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COM now offers courses at CCHS 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Staff RePorter 

Due io a cooperative agreement between College 
of lhe Mainland, lhe San JacinlO College Disttict and 

Professor Jo Ann Pevoto teaches British Literature, 
at the new program of COM night classes held at 
the Clear Creek High School. Facing her is student 
Marilyn Waegner. (Photo by Amy Patlacb) 

the Clear Creek Independent School DisD'ict COM is 
now holding classes at Clear Creek High School. 
Classes are Tuesday, \\l:dnesday and Thwsday nighrs. 

All SRldenrs enrolled in.the evening classes at Creek 
arc coosidered IO be in.<fisD'ict providing they live within 
the boundaries of GalYOSIOn County. College credit and 
Continuing Education COUISCS are now in progress and 
also will be offered in lhe spring semesier. Currently 
the enrollment is up IO "369 credit class slots and about 
310 non-credit class slors," said Alex Pratt chairman 
of Educational Programs. 

Credit courses range from elementary algebra IO 

American government, national and state. However, 
many of these credit courses have testing requirements. 
To know lhe requiremenrs. contact the COM Appraisal 
Test Center. Continuing Education courses range from 
Adult CPR IO Personal Financial Planning. To pick up 
a full listing of courses go by the Counseling Cenrer 
located upstairs in the Student Centei: 

Some familiar and not so familiar faculty teach a 
Creek. The four full-time COM iilculty members are 
Jo Ann Pevoto, Janice Smith, Brenda Brown and 
Terrence Kettler. "The other faculty members are 
adjunct faculty who normally teach for us," Pratt said. 

- Each faculty member meets the basic n,quirements for 
all faculty: master's degree and 18 hours in their 
teaching field. 

For more information call (409)938-1211 or (713) 
28().3991: Credit ExL 435; Continuing Eduaction, ExL 
279; Financial Aid, ExL 274; Counseling, ExL 297; 
Testing, ExL 273 

COM professor teaches 'Net surfing 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff RePorter 

'"'They certainly are motivated ... real computer 
junkies," said College of the Mainland Professor Joyce 
White speaking about her bani working studenrs. 

White is teaching Ioformation Systems as a credit 
comse for the first time this semester. She currently 
instructs some 45 students in the gentle art of getting on
line and using the Intemet. White also teaches her studenrs 
how to use e-mail 'Mlich is quickJy becoming one of the 
primary methods of OOSiness communication. 

With fingers flying over the keyboards of the 25 IBM 
486's, these studenrs in Room T-107 of the Technical/ 
Vocational Building are learning to create their own web 
page IO link with other sites. They can do school resean:h, 
look foe jobs, send resumes and ta1a, advantage of the many 
spectacular tasks the intbnnation super-highway offers. 

1be students in this computer coume will most likely 
find themselves involved in one of the fastest growing 
racers of modem education. 

White recently up-dated and redesigned the 
curriculum of the Internet COUJSO, and as a result COM 
has been designated the first college in the state IO have 
an approved cowse. 

A feature of the oewly redesigned curriculum is a 
special provision known as Tech Prep, White said. 

This allows high school students who enroll in ap
proved counes at COM to receive college credit for 
specific courses taken while in high school. White, a 25-
year veteran profes.sor at COM, related bow she used the 
word proces.,or as her entree inlO the world of cornpurers. 
By using maooa1s and on-screen tutorials, she was able 
IO master this tmnsitioo in a relatively short time. 

At the present, White's pl is IO have her students 
leave the class competent IO use the Internet in their SRldies 
and business undertakings. 

Now that most homes, and certainly almost all 

• 

• 

' . 

businesses. have entered the compurer age with fax, e
mail and all the rest of the electronic wizardry, computer 
educatioo and all irs racers have become a necessity. 

The thint for computer know-how can be easily 
quenched through independent study or by joining a 
computer class offered by Professor White and others at 
the college. 

Professor Joyce White (center) sboM students Amy 
Constantine (left) and Jeannette Kowis (right) the fine. 
points of l"tting on the lnterneL 

(Photo by Murray Getz) 
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TV links Adams to 
Polish play festival 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Staff Re Porter . 

MadtA. Adams participated in this summer's Warsaw 
International Theater Festival in an unusual way: via 
"telelink" from New York. Adams, College of the 
Mainland associale theater director, was one of only four 
Americans invited IO take part in the five-day festival in 
Poland. 

Due IO a family illness, be attended the event long
distance, watching seven of lhe 20 plays on a big-screen 
TV at the Lincoln Center in New "rorlc. 

Thanks io lhe efforrs of Tony award-winner Gerald 
Gutierrez, a Broadway director who was instrumental in 
the video link-up.Adams was able IO see productions from 
eastem,Europe and join in the collference. 

"The stmdanl of productions really varied in quality," 
Adams said, "but I was very impressed by a youth !healer 
from Estonia; teen-agers pedonning Shalrespeare'sRomeo 
and Juliet with enormous depths of passion and emotion. 
That was a very exciting production. I'm always very ' 
interested to see hCM' non-English speaking countries 
interpret our greatest English dramatiSL" 

Only two of the seven plays Adams saw were 
performed in English. "This really deepened my 
appreciation of lhe universal langu,-ge of theater," be said. 
"To see this in practice, where theater transcended 
language differences, was a fascinating cultural ex
perience." 

From an educational point of view, Adams .,,., how 
theater practices of eastern Europe dift"er from those of 
lhe United States. 

"I was impressed by bow creative and imaginative 
lhey could be, often Oil ""Y small budgets. I learned all 
kinds of great new staging ideas. They'd mount .really 

impressive shows. and I was amai.ed to see what can be 
done with so little." 

Many of lhe companies"""' from former communist 
bloc.countries. It fascinated Adams to sce"how someone 
lives foe years under a certain political system, and then 
all of a sudden is im:ed IO be free, IO go make your own 
decisions, have your'c,,vn ideas, earn your living." Adams 
added, "It was impossible for conversations at the festival 
not to have some kind of flavoring of the political 

. atmosphere." 

Some of the productions wen, very politically daring 
and could oot have been performed under the former 
governments. "These people used IO have IO perform in 
secret IO small audiences, hidden away in basements;· 
Adams related. "Even now, among people who are old 
enough IO remember the past regimes, there is still a fear 
that the police will mid the theater." 

What did Adams· gain from his participation? "A 
general inspiration," be said. ''Too often,those of us who 
have been weaned on such a western culblle, concentrate 
only on what works for wesrern audiences. Playwrighrs 
and theater companies that ...,·working all over lhe world 
have a lot to teach us, as much as we have IO teach them. 
That's why we were invited, that's why the cmkn:nce 
worked so well. They were ravenous to hear about 
anything American." 

Adams had already changed lhe tbeau:r syllabus IO 

ioclude a wider mnge of theater styles. In-gly, be 
also had planned to change the ie..tbook in a concerted 
eft"ort kl incorporate more non-traditional playwrights. The 
new editioo of lhe book, however, bas a cross oection of 
Hispanic, African American,Asian American mid women 
playwrights in the 10 plays it offers. 

Surprising to Adams. the interest from other 

See Theatre Page 5 

• 

Theater productions 
differ around world 
panicipants focused on music.al comedies, very much an 
American an form. 

''They were thrilled to hear all about Caro.,,~ they 
love Rodgers and Hammerstein; it's so foreign IO them. 
They think it's one of the highest lbrms of art. There are 
no Russian or Polish musical comedies, so to them it's of 
cultural interest." 

Adam's paper for the festival was on Kaufman and 
Hart, an American writing team that produced One, iii a 
Lifet~. a comedy IO be directed by Adams in spring '97 

at the COM Aiona Theatre. Although unable 10 read it at 
the festival, the paper was sent to W8IS8w and made 
available IO delegates. 

Adams is invited to attend next year's festival and 
plans to write a paper on Rodgers and Hammerstein's 
musicals. 

"There could be nothing more indigenous to 
American theater than that and it's something they would 
never have had any exposure ro," he said. 

Adams pointed out tha his participalion in the festival 
was only made possible by funding from the COM 
Professional Development Committee. "The CQmmittee 
enables professional staff io really enrich their educaion," 
Adams said, '"to bring a lot of positive experience to our 
sbldents and. in this case, our theater customCJS." 
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MarkAdams (center) COM BMOCiltt theatre director joins in a toast during September'sArena Theatre production 
of Harold Pinter's play Th• Hothous,. With him are former COM students and -..teran actors RndTudd (left) and 
Cliff Mabry. Mabry is an English teacher at Friendswood High School. (Photo courtesy of theater department) 

Geology fans wanted for new rock club~ at COM 
By SKIP GARWOOD 
Staff Reporter 

The initial meeting of lhe ne.v Geology Club, lhe first 
of itflioo at College of the Mainland, was held Sept. 10. 
The group met at in the Math/Science Building. 

The purpose of the club is to help sbldenrs gain a 
better understanding of the world around them; it offers 
members geological field D'ips and bands-on ""periences. 
The destination of lhe first geological field D'ip is Marble 
Falls during the weekend of Nov. 15-17. 

The trip is open IO COM credit students with a valid 

COM ID card and IO Continuing Education studenrs. Sign 
up in Math/Science Office in the Math/Science Building. 

The D'ip is on a first-come first0 served basis. Swdenrs 
planning IO go on the D'ip must contact the Geology Club 
ASAP because lodging and meal arrangemenrs must be . 
booked and paid forin advance. These are the only charges 
for the D'ip and run approximately $50 for all three days. 

One- and two-day club D'ips also are being considered 
in conjunction with other geology clubs at universities 
such as the University of Houston (cenbal campus). 

The Geology Club's newly elected officers are 
Charles Leslie, presiden~ Skip Garwood, vice presiden~ 
Kristy Pavini~ secretary; Carol Pavini, treasurer; and 

Cut fat out of cafeteria by suggestions 
By ERIC SLOCUMB 
Staff Reporter 

Trying IO eat healthy while at school1 Join the crowd. 
In the past few years the United States has seen an 

explosion of fat-free food hit the maiket place. Students 

John Littles, cafeteria man•r, sets up the bot buffet 
line in the COM cafeteria in the Student Cenlel: · 

(Photo by Bill Glenn) 
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may wonder why this trend has not reached the College 
of the Mainland cafeteria. 

Food Service Manager John E. Littles says the selec
tions on the mem are up to sbldent.s. "I make the meoo ... 
and the menu comes from student ideas." 

Low-fat items were offered in the past but "didn't 
make any money," Littles said Low-fat items, such as 
salad dressings and muffins, are available. The salad bar 
was installed for studenrs who wanted healthier choices. 

COM contracts Brown Rxxl Sezvice to offer students 
and employees a well-balanced and cost-elfective meal. 

Swdenrs have requested items in the past but failed 
IO pun:hase lhem once they were available. When this hap
pens the cafeteria is forced to throw away the unp~ 
items, Littles explained. 

Keeping items on the meru that do not sell is not 
profitable. Brown fuod Service is here IO wort with the 
swdents, but also io show a profit. 

Suggestions on pricing or menu changes can be put 
into the suggestion box ~ted in the cafeteria by the cash 
regisrer. Littles asks th:t str,<1ents be "specific'' when ask
ing foe chanl{CS. "If the prices are )oo high, tell us what 
items you think are too expensive. "Littles, in response to 

student suggestions, changes the menu monthly. 
Students must make new selections profitable for 

Brown fuod Service. The cafeteria operates oo the theory 
of supply and demand. If demand exists, the supply will 
follow. 

Littles encourages student staff and faculty input but 
'"if it don't make dollars, then it don't make sense." 

Richard Garica, Student Government representive. Math 
Professor Da"' Hansmire. and Continuing Education and 
Community Services. Director Chuck Buddenhagen are 
the club's advisers. Both teach geology. 

The clul> meets the first Tuesday of each month at 
12:30 p.m. in the Mah/Science Building llrium. To finish 
organizing the club, meetings may be held more m,quently 
from now through November. Foe an up-to-date status 

about meetings check the club bulletin boan1 in ihe atrium. 
Hansmire and Buddenhag_en mar be cootacted bv_ 

calling (4()1)) 938-1211 or (713) 280-3991, ExL 333 or 
517, respectively. Club President Leslie may be reached 
at the Financial Aid Office, ExL 38 I. 

Effective note taking 
makes tests a breeze 
By WRIELLE BLACKWELL 
Starr Reporter 

Not everyone cm, recall every word of an bour
and-20-minute-loog lecture, but rememberirig whet 
isimponantforthetc8tmaybeeasierthanyoo1hink. 

'The best thingtbet a student can do is IO listen," 
saidJamesShippy,Collegeofthe~directo< 
of Student Setvices. "Pay attention .,.i jot down 
what you think is importaDt. You don' have IO get 
every word." . 

Shippy, wbo held 1he DOie· and test-taking 
worbhop Sept.I? in the Leaming Resources Center 
Auditorium, L-131, also said lllitude is a Ia,y factor 
IO bow well a student pedillms. 

Other factors include: I) Sit away from win
dows so you won't be distracted; 2) Develop a 
memory system; 3) 1llke ·..,... oo what the teacher 
stresses and writes on the board; 4) Use ab
breviations and write llOleS in your own -.ts. 

Faciors that may help you do well Oil tests 
include: I) Plan periods of review; 2) Be calm and 
alert; 3) Get plenty of sleep; 4) Be p,epared with 
pens, pencils,etc.; 5) Read test ~l!camfully. 
6) Don't spend too nx:h time on one question. 7) 
Skip bard ones; 8) Go bock to omitted questions if 
yoo have time. 
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Team 5 to compete for GCIC Sports Day spot 
By Ol'IS GATSON 
Slaff ff!JOl"ler 

No. it's not the NBA. 
It is the College of the Mainland student baslrthell 

tournament played Sept. 25 to determine which team will 
compete in the animal fall Gulf Coast Intercollegiate 
Conktence SpcrtS Day OcL 24 al San Jacinto College 
(central campus). 

Six teams competed' in this lall's event. Keylon 
Williams, Jeromy Saulsberry, Jason Wheeloct and Andre 

f • • 
Kooxson o Team 5 were the tournament WlllllelS. 

Team members argued and Clldurod thiBtand fatigue, 
bnt, they found a way to wort togethel: 

"I thoughi I was going to pass out," Tcam 5 player 
Whccloct said. 'But no matter how tired I was, I was 
determined ID win." 

· Maryann Urick, coordinator of Rocn:ational Activ
ities, said, ''The toumamcnt was competilivc. These guys 
can take the ball to the hoop." 

Team 5 and Tcam 6 (-Mmray, Dall'yl Ragsdale, 
Brian Coleman, Kenny Nelson) played in the finals of the 
tourruunenL 

It was an C><Citing game since both teams plJt'ed with 
aggressiveness and intensil)< Every time one team 'Mlllld 
take command, the other team would battle back. 

Tcam 6 had an advantage with a substitute waiiing 
on the sidelinos to n:licvc tired players. But in the encl, 
Tcam 5 pn,vailed 15-12. 

Tcam 6Cllplain DaJyl Ragsdale said: "Team Splayed 
well. Jason Wbccloct just shot us out of the game." 

Wheeloct definitely dominated the game. lie led all 
students with 12 points. 

Team 5 captain Saulsbeay was pleased with the 'Mly 
his team played. "Give the ball to the big man and let him 

shoot. With a player his (Wheeloct's) sill: oo your team 
it is a must that yoo get him the ban:· · 

The IOOlllalllClll,a biannual event to prepare forGOC 
Sports Days, is open to all COM Sllldents. 

Team 5, from the an-13--3 -eat baskotball tournament will ,_at COM at Galf C-lnteffl>Degiate 
Conrermce Sports Day Ott. 24 at San Jacinto CoD<ge. 1st place 1ea111 membffl are (Ii l'ng rm. Id!) Andre 
Knoxson, Jason Wloeelocli,Jemay S.uberry- Keytaa Wiliams. :lad place team memben.,. (standing rrom 
left) Brian Coleman,Adriaa Muray, Darryl Ragsdale and Ke11111 Nelsoa. 00- by Mary ... Urick) 

Wheelchair no handicap for student SAB highlights 
Halloween bash 

• 

By Bll,L GLENN 
Photography Editor 

He's a whirlwind in motion as he sinks a tJuee. 
point shot into thcbasket,calchcs the ball on the bounce 
and grabs the wheels of his chair to propel himself into 
position for another shot. 

COM stadeot Kendrick Put,gla wllffls around tile 
court shooting baslrets. • (Photo by BiU Gnu) 

.. 

He is Kendrick Douglas, College of the Mainland 
student, participant in the Para-Olympic preliminaries 
and team member of the l'llsadena Coasters of the 
National Disabled Basketball League. 

Douglas has spina bilida, a crippling oongcnilal 
oondition. Limited in mobilil}I he has been as active 
as his disability permits. 

He played with a basketball all through his 
childhood, eventually developing near-perfection in his 
playing. He plays with the Coasters every Monday 
night al lhe Bemecox Center in Pasadena 

He has participated in wheelchair races as a fund
raising activity for the Spina Bilida Association of 
TCl<BS and for the Shriners Crippled Childicn's Hospital 
of Houston. 

Douglas' hopes of participating in the Para
Olympics wen: dashed by a need for smgery. "But a 
lot of my friends wen, then:," he said. "My long-term 
goal is lo go to S ydlley. Auslllllia, for the year 2000 
Olympics." 

Douglas is sraning the Olgani,.ation of Disoolcd 
Persons club al COM. The purpose of the dub will be 
lo promote activities for the handic-, and to serve 
the necdsofhandic,wed individuals. He stressed that 
a handicap is not necessary for membership and is 
actively seeking mcmbels and olf"lcers for the ocw club. 

For more· information call Douglas a (713) 337-
6425. Barbara Crews, coordinator for Disability 
Services, also will furnish information. She may be 
n:acbcd at (40'.I) 93S. I 2 I I or (713) 280-3991, ExL 470. 

Information on the basktball games can be 
obtained by calling Pr;ggy Thomas, din:clllr of the 
Bemecox Center al (713) 487-1755. 

• 

By JOSE GALVAN and ERIC SLOCUMB 
Staff Rtportm 

Do yoo find yourself asking what the Student Act
ivities Boan! is? SAB is a College of the Mainland mgan
ization Iha plans 81Udent activities. These include social, 
cultur.11, mcreational and educaional events. 

The SAB plans for the fall begins with the Welcome 
Back Kicltoff OcL I. The next event is the Gulf Coast 
lnten:ollegiate Conference Sports Day _al San Jacinlo 
College (cenlllll campus) OcL 24 lollowed by the co
sponso,od Halloween dance. 

Both the COM SAB and Galveston College's 
Hispanic Student Oiganizaticn and clisABLED Club an: 
the organi,.en 9f the Halloween Monster Bash. It will be 
held in the Music Hall of the Hotel Gal,ez, 2024 Sea
wall Blvd. in Gal..,ston,Friday, OcL 25, from 8 p.m. lo 
I am. T'ICkets ID the Bash will be fJOC ID all COM/GC 
employees and students with ID. Guests may j)UJthase 
tickets.in advance ir $2 each, or S4 a the door. 

Other SAB events include: AIDS awareness speaker 
BenMalSltallschedulcdOcL 17;floe"-ingofTheNuiry 
Professor, OcL 25 and 26; hypootist Frodrick W'mters 
performs Nov. 4 al 7 p.m.; the GOC -ling Sports Day 
Nov. 7; student vs. employee volleyball game is Nov. 8; 
and a second Student Concems Fonnn is slated Nov. 12. 

Maryann Urick, SAB sponaor and Recreational 
PU>gtoiwl cooolinator, urges students ID SCI imolvcd. "The 
Student Activities Boam is a great oudet for students 
bc:causcit""°"'81bcm theOIJIX)ltlllliry to make decisions 
on how the student activitics fees arc spent." 

SAB -Tuesdays a 12:30 in the gym, Room P-
112 is open to COM Sllldents. 

• 

DorothyKempoftheGronods Malnlanellft'Jeamgels 
ready to mow the COM grounds. Kemp and other 
members of her team have been working bard at 
cleaning up and beautirying COM. 

(Photo by Bill Glenn) 
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Tupac Shakur's death stirs emotions 

The rap world has suffered a great loss with the 
recent death of rappcr Tupac Shakur. Shakur, who 
received nationwide fame and scniiiny for his graphic 
depiction of strcct life, died Sept. 13 from wounds 
received in a Las Vegas shooting a week earlier. 

Only 25, Shakur had barely reached his musical 
peak. He received enormous aiticism for his lyrics. 
which glorified the violent ways of urban streets and the 
degradation of women. Yet, these lyrics that brought 
criticism also helped sell more than 6 million copies of 
his fmal album, All Eyes on Me. 

COM studentJeromy Bass expressed the loss that 
many young people feel when he said, "Every time I 
drink, I poorouta little of my liquor for him." 

Shakur was attempting lo change his image of being 
a thug when he died. Perhaps his recent engagement to 
music icon Quincy Jones' daughter was the reason for 
the change. His life was an irollic display of life 
imitating art. On the one hand he was charged and 
served time for sexual assault, on the other hand he was 
the shooting victim in a 1994 attempted robbery. 

"At the end of his life he tried to turn things around 
by encouraging yoong black males to vote," COM 
student Elizabeth Rue said. 

While m06I African Americans feel a deep scnsc of 
loss with the death of Shakur, some whites have mixed 
feelings. "lie could have rapped aboot it (stn:et life)." 
said COM student Chris Gn:enwald, "but he shooldn 't 
have lived his life that way." Many believe that Shalrur's 
death was a fitting way for a "gangsta" rapp<>" lo die. 
Shakur's murder only reinfcwced white America's view 
of the violent world of rap, using his death as an "1-told
you-so" point of view. COM student Monty Halili said, 
"I think it's sad because he had everything. but he 
wanted to hang with the thugs." 

I am first saddened by the dealh of Tupac becmw I 
looked up to him as an artist. 

Secondly, because he is another brother who has 
gone from ''The Cradle To The Grave" as the song says. 

Shalrur, who lived a violent life, followed in his 
moth«'s footsteps by trying to rebel against a racist 
society. Shakur's motba was a Black Panther. While 
many saw him as self-destructive. I saw him as a fighter. 

Who will weep for Tupac? I will, yoo will and so 
will many others. Maybe Shakur's death will help us lo 
underRmld that nl8C is in all of us. We must learn to 
control this nl8C that has built up imide, or it will 
control us. At the very least, Shalwr's death should 
remind us that death touches us all "Lord Knows" bow 
it touches me. 

Redistricting brings confusion to 9th District 
By PATRICIA Hll,L 
Assistant Editor 

On Election Day, Nov. 5, those of us who choose lo 
vote will be heading to the polls to cast our IOte in local, 
sraae and national elections. 

In the March primaries we narrowed a field of 
Democratic and Republican candidates lo one pcnon from 
each major party. Now we will vote to either re-elect 
President Bill Clinton or to ,ote inlO office Repubiican 
Bob Dole or independent Ross Pr;rot of The Reform Pany. 

In the senatorial race we may choose to keep 
Republican Phil Gramm or select newcomer Victor 
Morales, a Democrat 

However, when we get to the pan of the ballot alloted 
for the 9th Congressional Disuict, we will have one 
Republican and two Democrats to choose from. 

In a n:cent ruling. the Supreme Court striiclc down 
three Texas congressional districts as unconstitutional. 
Districts 18, 29 and 30 were al the heart of a 1994 lawsuit 
that alleged racial gerrymandering when these key districts 

COM registration up 
By LORIELLE BLACKWELL 
Staff Reporter 

Parlcing places may be hard IO find due lo the 108-
student incn:asc at College of the Mainland. 

This fall, COM has an enrollment of 3,742 students 
as compared 10 last fall's enrollment of 3,634. 

COM has 1,139 new students this fall as compared to 
last fall's new student enrollment of 1,075. 

More returning students registered this fall than last 
2,603 lo 2,559. This information was furnished by Wanda 
Scarlett. a student records specialist in the Admissions 
Office. 

Enrollment increasescoold be credited to alfordability. 
"'COM is more affordable than a big univ~ty; said 

COM student Jodie Watts. "Books and the cost of classes 
are a huge expense a big universities. One~ may cost 
$200 at a university whereu the same class may only cost 
$80 hen, al COM." 

• • 

were drawn. The SupremeCourtredn:w these thn,c distticts 
and the swrounding districts allccting all of Houston.and 
all of Dallas.As a result, the Match primaries were thrown 
out and a special election scbcduk: was set. 

-. cannot WllC straight party until after they cast 

their vote in the 9th District race. 
If oo contender in the 9th District gets a majority (more 

than 50 pelCCllt) on Nov. 5, then voters will have IO retum 
to the polls on Dec. 10 to choose a winner in a runolf. 

Currently. Republican Steve Stockman of 
Friendswood is the 9th District representative to Congress. 
Stockman is the only Republican on the November balloL 
Two Democrats round out the ticket 

The Democllltic winner of the Man:h primaries is Nick · 
Lampson, long-time Jefferson County tax accessor. 
Democral Geraldine Sam, who was defeated by Lampson 
in March, has re-enten:d the race. 

By redrawing districts this dose to the election and 
overturning the primaries, the Supn,me Coun has only 
succeeded in oonfusing \OICrS. This oonfusion could have 
a seven, impact on the N=bcrelection. Confused ,oters 
might just choose not to vote. 

Although the Democratic Party is endorsing front
nmner Lampson, Sam's entry into the race could split the 
vote. Having two Democrats oo the ticket makes it easia 
for Stockman, the only Repulican, ID win. 

Don't forget to VOTE on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. S 
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Editorials/News 

COM students help themselves to fn,e bot dogs and sodas as SAB members stand by to help them, The SAB 
sponsored the WelcGme Back Kickoff Sept. 10. Door prizes were awarded at the close of the event. 

(Photo by Bill Glenn) 

Hot dog! It's a kickoff at COM 
ByJULIAN RJANO 
Staff Reporter 

Students received warm greetings at the Welcome 
Back: Kickoff held SepL 10 in the breezeway of the 
Leaming Resources Center at College of the Mainland. 
The Student Activities Board sponsored the event. 

Several shifts of SAB members served free hot dogs 
and sodas to the approximately 400 students, faculty and 
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staff. Door prizes also were awarded at the close of the 
kickoff. 

The grand prize was a new baokpack filled with achool 
supplies. COM freshman Niesha Harris was the winner. 
The runners,up received SAB T-shirts. 

The Solution, an area band, provided live 
enrertainment, playing a variety of original and cover songs. 
These ranged from pop to rap to reggae. Band manager 
Gary Wilkins said the band plays many clubs in the 
Houston-Galveston and Austin areas. 

"Look for our new album Down For the SlrMggle," 
Wilkins urged. 

COM President Larry L. S1anley welcomed the 
students and encouraged them to get involved with campus 
clubs or organizations. Representatives of various COM 
clubs also made short presentations. 

Direcu,r of Student 5!:rvices James Shippy, .the adviser 
for Student Govenunent, invited all students to meet the 
Student Government candidates SepL 19 before voting for 
the candidates of their choice Sept. 24. 

For a listing of the new officers. see related story 
"Student Government election held Sept. 24" on Page I. 

Letter to the Editor 
InterCOM gets pat on back 
Dear Patricia Hill, 

I would like to thank you for your articles on ''COM 
.a, Clear Cred,'' "Wedrend College," and ''Telecourse" 
in your July 1996 editioo. We need all the help we can 
get in publicizing the various alternative modes of 

_ obtaining an educaion in today's busy society. 
You have an excellent publication, keep up the good 

work. 
Ales Pratt 
Chairman of Educational Programs 

_Editor's Note: Hill was the managing editor for the July 
issue of lnterCOM. Pratt is the overall coordinaJor of 
the College of the Mainland evening ex1ension al Glear 
Cr,tk High School in League City. 
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Team brings beauty 
to campus grounds 
By BILL GLENN 
Staff Reporter 

Most of us have an occasional tussle with the 
lawn mower and other gardening tools. Most of us 
dread the job, especially after the first urges of 
spring. But, imagine that yoµr yard is the siz.e of the 
College of the Mainland campus. Could )OU keep it 
as beautiful as this campus is kept? 

lbat's the job of seven people----t'M> women and 
five men--the COM Grounds Maintenance Team. 

"We're a proud team," said Gaylen Hayward, 
who described himself as co-leader of the team. 
"We're proud of what we're doing, but we do need 
the belp of students and of the comnunity."He added 
that liner is one of the team's biggest problems. 

. 

,, Unsung Heroes ,, 
"Each night the parking lots are left with beer 

cans, wine bottles, paper and waste of all kinds. It's 
hard to imagine that people in an educational 
institution could be so careless." 

Haywanl points out that, like most of academia 
today, the team is on a limited hldgeL The time that 
it takes to clean up the liuer coold be better spent on 
one of the ongoing programs of campus 
beautification. 

One of the newer effons in the beautifieatien,__.. _ _,__~---,.--
projects was the adding of more color to the flower 
beds around the Administration Building, the Fine 
Arts Complex and the Student Centei: "That's all 
complete acept for a few fall plants;' Hayward said. 

Another project of the entire maintellapce team 
was control of soil erosion around Lake Eckert. 
Grounds Maintenance did most of the M'Sical wotlc 
on that effort. 

More frequent fertilization of the soil is another 
change in the team's schedule.. This. coupled with 
the sprinkler system, which is only four years old, 
should promote more rapid growth of all shrubs, 
grass, flowers and trees. 

Hayward said that the ducks on campus are at 
times controversial. In addition to creating nuisances 
on the sidewalk, they have a habit of eating the 
flowers. 

Many people are fond of the ducks. However, 
they multiply rapidly. At times slq)S must be laken 
to reduce the li>wl population; usually the birds are 
given to people who will care for them as pets. 

Hayward described the time when there were 
geese in the l!ock that began to show aggressive 
behavior toward humans .. The geese had to be laken 
away. 

The team has lost very few plants to disease or 
insects. Hayward said that prompt attention to 
problems gets the crediL Sblte law requires that 
· anyone who sprays shrubbery for these problems 

have a slate license. Hayward has the license and all 
team members can operate under his supervision. 

Horticultural activities are not the team's only 
duties. They repair the sprinkler system and 
plumbing connected with the system. They also 
move furniture around the campus. 

Hayward concluded with an admonition against 
"messing up the grounds." He said, "We owe it to 
ourselves and to our children who may some.day 
auend this college. 

" 
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Poetry reveals voyage through life Phone registration 
discussed at forum Continued from hgt}-!-'--------

Befor, We Lost 0111' Ways also is the title of the 
first poem in the book. He dlose this title brause it 
"suggests a transitioo liom the relative innocence and 
ease of childhood and the blissful igoorance that be
comes replaced by too much knowledge." It serves as 

Dr. Mark Sanders, English professor, proudly 
displays Befort Wt LostOruWays, bis first full-length 
collection or original poetry. (Photo by Mara Doo) 

a good introduction piece because the poems that 
follow rellect going liom childhood to adulthood. 

Dr. Sanders' poems are about family, loss, 
dissolution of maaiagc, bope, places and the power of 
persistance. His poems about his children are among 
the most meaningful to him. 

Several poems have been published in chap-books 
in a limited mm.her and area. The poem '"Suicide" was 
printed by book artisan Harry Duncan, who has prinled 
books by Wallace Stevens and T.S, EllioL 

Dr. Sanders entered early versions of Before We 
lost Our Ways in conleStS and occasionally. these came 
close to being puNisbed, but for a variery of rea-sons 
publications never materializ.ed. Dr. Sanders espl-ained 
each time the book was differen~ it either con-tained a 
di!ferent series of poems or poems he had iewriuen. 

Dr. Sanders also sent a first copy of Before We 
lost Our llbys to three Nebraska poets: Greg Kuzma, 
Don Welch and William Kloflkom. All are esiablished 
poets and have been Dr. Sanders' friends for a long 
time. "I trusted them to be objective with my work." 
All made suggestions and gave input on the final book . 

The book, an accumulation of 14 years of work, 
represents the almost 1,000 poems DI: Sanders wrote 
during that time. From these poems. with some help 
of colleagues, be chose the 74 poems in Before We 
Lost Ow Ways. 

Continued from Page 1----------
Dr. Bass also is looking into the possibility of setting 

up a ride/share program so students living in the same 
area and having similar schedules may share rides to and 
from school. 

Cessalie Premo, Student Activities Boattl speakers 
chairwoman, voiced concem that usually only one day 
and one night class of science and sophomore.level math 
courses are offered and classes fill quickly, she said. Math 
Professor Joanne Kendall said a Saturday class could be 
an option. 

Dr. Bass emphasized early registration is Dec. 4 and 
S, and students should register early to get the best times. 

He announced. J)lans to place t\\O or three .. stands" 
around campus to give studenrsaccess to 2+2 degree plans 
with University of Houston·Clear Lake. These degree 
plans list the couraes required for various degrees at 
UHCL; many of theses courses can be laken at COM. 

Student Government President Don Rittenhouse St 
suggested having door-opening clickers for handicapped 
students in a more central locatioo, such as the COM police 
security office, which is accessible for longer periods of 
time. The. clickers arc currently available only from 
Barbara Crews, coordinator of Disability Services. 

Dr. Bass is looking into the pos.§ibility of hwing an 
ATM machine on campus. This issue was raised pre~ 
viously. At present, be has not found a bank willing to 
commit to such a lprge expense. 

Sanctums artist Washmon opens exhibit Dr. Bass said fie will resolve the problem of lawn 
mowers being tUed outside of Administration Building 
clas.fflx>ms during clautime.' 

Continued from hgt 1--------
intc=t in painting dramatic landscapes reminiscent of 
Ariu!na. complete with saguaro cactus plants. These 
images--develepod--als-ef-a-fantasy-wood ... 
Washmoo allowed his imaginatioo to furnish acenes often 
inspired by the light of duslt and -n. 

Many of Washmon 's paintings are night acenes, and 
his cwrent work: often involves the image of a house in 
the wood.,. 1bis imu:c was insoired bv a real·life house 

where be and his family lived close to wild coyotes. The 

Student Government 
set for fall semester 
Continued from Page }-------

Heather Pena, treasurer, Kendrick Douglas, Jose 
Galvan and Ryan Grayson, College Senate represen
tatives; and Jamie Powell, night school represen
tative. In addition to Student Government officers ' 
"every recognized club has one representative," said 
James Shippy, director of Student Support Setvices. 

SenaLe representatives serve on both Student 
Government and the College Senate. The ..,._ is 
comprised of COM administa1tors, staff, faculty and 
three student represenatives. The senate rules on 
policies for the school ''Studeut representatives have 
an equal vote just like any other membec of the 
senate," Shippy explained. 

"College of the Mainland's Student Govern
ment beloogs to the Texas Junior College Student 
Government Associatioo which includes aboot 40 
community colleges across the stale," Shippy said. 

Student Government members auend state and 
regional conventions. "This year's state convention 
is in Austin," Shippy said. 

At conventions, delegates attend workshops. 
listen to speala,rs, amend constitutions and elect of
ficers for the upcoming school year, "At the Stale 
and regioo levels, schools are elected as officers 
instead of individuals," Shippy explained. "This year 
we (COM) are the Regioo V parlimentarian school" 

.. ,,. ,:, 

' 

pictures convey a mood of darkness and threat, as in 
"Disaster: Burning House." Washmon uses chatroal to 
produce many of his black and white images, as in "A 
Quiet Space," a ha!!nting !""'!le of an em)Jt)' d>air in the 
cenr« of a ma,e, However, be employscolorto-~t effect 
in his oil paintings, "El Dorado" and "Rarified Air. "Both 
feature cypress trees, water and sweeping arc shapes in 
the compositioo. In ooe piece, ''Tree Hoose I:' Washmon 
revives his print-making past with an image of a house 

pen:bed precariously in the branches of a tree. 
The exhibit is free, and may be vie- until OcL 27. 

· TbegalleryisopenTuesdaythroughThursday, II a.m. to 
4 p.m. Po< further infunnatioo call (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991,ExL 354. 

Rittenhouse asked when the methane (aewer) gas 
problem in the Student Center will be com:cted. Neither 
dean was aware sewec gas penneates the Student Centei: 
lloth-said.they-would-work.lO-eliminale.the.problem. 

April Fields, Student Government vice president, said 
sbe rarely sees adminisbators, staff or faculty at SAB 
picnics and dances. She said students don't see the deans 
outside of school and may be intimidated by them. 

Dr. Pooe said moblems most students encowiter don\ 
involve areas he is in charge of, but he is always available. 

Dr. Bass said, "I've never gotten the impression that 
people are afraid to see me." He saessed be is always 
available and students can come to see him -~ time. 

Fal! '% '!'terCOM staff members gather in the COM Art Gallery, They are front row, from left, Lorielle Blackwell; 
Jul18D Riano; and Amy K. Patlacb. Second row, Bill Glenn, photography editor; Patricia Hill, assistant editor· 
Maree Doo, managing editor; and Brad Stevenson, illustrations editor. Third row, Rosalind Marshall; Murra; 
Getz; Anna Lauzoo; Skip Garwood; Otis Gatson; Eric Slocumb; John Ceglinski; and Jose Galvan. 

(Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
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What's Happening 

Shots offered to deter flu season 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Staff Reporter 

Flu season is here! Now is the prime time to 11'1 a nu 
shot. acconling to a press release from the American Lung 
As.sociation. 

This potentially life-threatening disease can be 
prevented with an anmal wccinalion. These are about 70 
pen:ent effective and are especially valuable to high-risk 
groops, such as the elderly, the w,,y yoong, or people 
already suffering from lung disc as~ s such as asthma or 
emphysema. .. 

Macareni Duck dances 
for teacher on birthday 
Continued from Page.-------
maker." Reluctantly she complies. . 

The show oontimed for about 15 minutes. Then . 
the duck disappeared 

College of the Mainland adjunct psyd,ology 
instructor. Camille Peres, never expr.cted anything 
like this for her birthday. "Officially, this was a 
surprise, defmitely. My husband. Chris, sent this to 
me," she chuck.led. 

Peres, who is teaching the Friday morning 
course as an internship for hCI' master's degree at 
the University of Houston.Clear Lake, is expecting 
her second child in NOYC111ber. She said the smprise 
came al a good time, close to the end of class. 

The dancing duck, commonly known as the 
Ma:an:ni Dock is Ricky Hurt of Eastern Onion, a 
singing telegram service from the Houston area. 

.. I've been doing this i>r nine years. I've been 
a pmplc gorilla. a raisin, a chicken, a duck, the Grim 
Reaper, a baby man, a drag queen and a Bette Muller 
look-alike;' Hurt said. "It's a unique job. I get paid 
to embarass people.., 

· Hurt said he'd do almost anything excep< llll<e 
his costume's head off to reveal his ttue identity. 
"It's like Mickey Mouse. You nev" see ..!io's under 
the mask. It would ruin the magic." 

Macaroni Dud< (Ricky Hurt of Eastem Onion) 
surprises psychology instructor, Camille Peres, · 
during class on her 30th birthday_ 

(Pltoto by Rosalind Marshall) 

• 

Influenza and pneumonia add up to the fifth leading 
cause of death among Americans over 65, and the sixth 
leading cause of death amoog all Americans. 

Flu shots are tailored to comb& the current year's 
viruses. This year's combination of three viruses includes 
Type-A Wuhan, which is polentially more dangerous than 
last year's sttain. 

The Retiicd Senior Volunteer Program located al 
College or the Mainland has inYited the La Maique 4C's 
Clinic to administer flu shots in the Sun Room of the 
Student Center Tuesday Oct IS. Vllccinations will be 
available from !Oa.m.-2 p.m.; thedlarge is$5 for students, 
staff and the public. There is no charge for people with 
Medicaid or Medicare. For further details call Olda Fl,rez 

in the RSVP Senion office al (409) 938-1211 or (713) 
280-3991, Ext 372. 

Flu shots also an: available at your doctor's office, 
healthcare facilities. and some local SlOleS and pharmacies. 
Kroger,, K-Mart and Walgrecns will have flu shot 
programs during October. 

Morning's at Seven 
runs Oct. 24-N ov. 17 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Roporter 

Theansw..tothe question, "What will it take to make 
Homer, ~ 40-year-old man, pop the question to Mynle?" 
can be found in Morning's al Seven, the upcoming 
production of the College of the MainlandArena Thcatre. 

Continuingthe-'s25thannivmaryscasoo,Paul 
Osborn's comedy will hit the boards Oct. 24-Nov. 17, 
directed by Marl< A. Adams, COM associate theater 
director. 

Morning's is set in a small American city in the '20s. 
and fcatores the delightful antics of four elderly sisters 
dealing with romantic plots and sub plots as they pop up 
in the fast-paced action onstllge. 

Information and reservations can _ be obtained Ill the 
Arena Theatre box office or by calling (409) 938-1211 or 
(713) 280-3991, Ext 345. 

COM hosts conference 
on affirmative action 

A conference to discuss the recent aflinnative actioo 
legislation and its effects is set for Friday, Oct 18, al 

College of the Mainland in the Technical/Voeational 
Building, Room T-OJ7 from 8:30 a.m. to noon. 

The conference theme is A Stunning Blow to 
Afffirmative Action: Hopwood. et al vs. University of 
Texas Law School. The discussion will center on the 
ramifications of this decision and 00N to deal with iL 
Susan Bradshaw, University of Texas System Office of 
Gcn..aJ Counsel, will be the keynote speala:r, and will 
react to panel and audience questions. 

Registration for the conference is free to COM 
students and employees, otherwise it is $20.An)'lne who 
wishes to attend must register by Oct 16 in the registrar's 
office. 

For questions call Chudt Buddenhagen, Continuing 
Education and Comunity Se,vices director, al (409) 938-
1211 or (713) 280-3991, Ext 517. 

Treasure exhibit Oct. 10-13 
Treasures from the Nuesllll Senora de Atocba, the 

richest Spanish galleon eve, to sink, will be exhibited Ill 
Wedgewood Ytllage Jewelm. It is located al 636 South 
Friendswood Drive in the Stonesthrow Center in 
Friendswood. E~hibit hours are Thursday through 
Saturday, Oct 10-12, from IO a.m.-9 p.m., and Sunday, 
Oct. 13, from 1-6 p.m. The exhibit is free. 

• 

People Speak Out 
By ANNA LAUZON, ROSALIND 
MARSHALL AND MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporters 

On Nov. S theAmerican public will choose the 
next president of the United Staos. Since many 
College of the Mainland students ..,eligible to vote 
for the first time InterCOM asloed, "Are yoo going 
to vote in the presidential election? Why or why 
not?" 

Loo Clark, 20 
No, I don't really care. 
When candidates are 
elected they never do. 
what they promised. 

Crystal Logan, 20 
Yes. It's my first time 
to vote and every vote 
counts. 

Desi,.., de Oliveira 18 
Yes, teens of America 
should vote so they will 
have input into the 
future. 

Jovan Hernande'-, 18 
Yes, I'll vote. Even if 
the election doesn't go 
the way I want, al least 
my voice will be heanl. 

' 

Sarah Kinglow, 18 
More than likely 111 
vote. I know it's an 
important duty for a 
citiren. It makes a 
difference. 

Danika Powers, 18 
No, I don't know 
enough about the 
candidates. 

Alm Spoons, 19 
Yes, I'll wte for 
whoever puts oo the 
best show. ff he says 
what I want to heat, I'll 
vote for him. 

Leab Gana, 20 
Yes. '\tiling is both a 
responsibility and a 
privilege. It's impollalll 
for each of us to llll<e 
port in choosing oor 
leader. 

- . 
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Deans address student concerns 

Dr_ Donald G. Bass (left) dean of Instruction and 
Student Devolopment, and Dr. Henry D. !'ope, dean 
of Celloge aa41iundal'Services,-llle dire ice 
11ti.COM S-at Cona,ms Forum held Oct. I in 
Room A-U7 of tho Administration Buildina. 

(Photo by Bill Glenn) 

By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

Telephone registration, transponation and sched
uling of advanced math and science OOUlllCS were just 
a few of the topics discussed Ill the Student Concerns 
Forum held Oct I "' College or the Mainland 

The forum allows SIUdents to com111111icale any 
concerns to both Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruc
tion and Student Development,and Dr. Henry D. Pope, 
dean of College and Financial Scivices. 

Student Government Senator Jose Galvan asked 
if telephone registration would be availllble soon. Dr. 
Pope answered, "Yes. The question is when." The 
college is currently worlring on getting the software 
system running properly. Telephone registration should 
be ready for summer, but Dr. Pope hopes to have it 
available for spring. Each course in the spring schedule 
will have "a unique index number for telephone 
registration" providing the system is IOady for spring. 

Dr. Bass called lllelltion to CoonectTransportalion 
which provides door-to-door ttansportation to anyooe 
iltlllo local-. Thecost ir $I -way, Reaotvations 
have to be made Z4 hows in advance. Tu schedule a 
ride, call I-800-266-2320. 

See Pbono Page 7 
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Student Government 
election held Sept. 24 
By AMY PATLACH 
Staff Roporter 

Nearly every organ
ization in the world has 
some system of govern~ 
mcnt. The United Staos has 
Congress, big businesses 
have a board of trustees and 
College of the Mainland 
has Student Gov..nment 

COM Student Gov-
erment has been around for -~.--..... 
three yeaIS. It acts as a lia- Don R,ttenllouse Sr, 

soo among all of theooll<ge's recqini7.ed clubs. According 
to the COM catalog, Student Government allows the ideas 
of students and dubs to be presented, discussed and \Oled 
on. It addresses issues submitted by the president of the 
college and other staff members, and approves funding 
requests submitted by clubs. 

The s-.. Oo¥emmcnt elccti<,n, ScpL 24, deter
mined oflicets. They are Don Rittenhouse St, presiden~ 
April Fields, vice president; Afra Gatson, secretary; 

Seo Student Page 7 

Dr. Sanders' first full-length poetry book published 
ByMARCEDOO 
Manging Editor 

College of the Mainland English pmfessor, Dr. Mn 
Sanden, has produced the fust full-length collection of 
bis own poeUy, available now in the COM bookstore and 
in Suite B of the Leaming-Resoun:es Center. 

The book, Before Wt Lost Oiu Ways, published by 
Hurakan Press under the auspices of the Humanities Team 

Giant duck sings 
birthday surprise 
By LORIELLE BLACKWELL 
and AMY K.1'\.TLACH 
Staff Roporters 

Imagine sitting in your psychology class listening 
intently to the instructor's lecture while taking notes. 

Suddenly the classroom door is thrown open. 
Yoo glance up and sec an eight-ix>t yellow duck, 

wearing hot pink hightops, red tights and an inflatable 
innertube. As you swe aJ. him with both 'M>llder and awe, 
he dances the Macarena. 

Then he reads to )'lur instructor rrom a card. "HaWY 
30th Birthday, Camille. I got yoo. Love, Q,ris." 

The duck then tells the startled instructor," And OON 

I have a birthday rap for you." Turning to the class, he 
says, "When I point to you, you say, 'Toot your horn."' 

Then he directs the instructor, "Now, Camille, when 
they tell yoo toot your horn, you blow into this noise 

See Macai,,ni Page 8 
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Sept 17, may be pun:hased al the reduced price or $7 .50. 
The book lists al $9. 

The poems are filled with imagery. Dr. Sandcis uses 
word combinations that create distinct mental pictures. 
For example, "Bobbi stiffens like a stump; the motor of 
her body convulses," is from .. For My Sister, 1961." 
ADOlher example of his imagery is ''The com is on its 
knees, crawling. "from "Pierce County Summer:• 

Dr. Sand=, in his fourth year al COM, purposely 

Fantasy art exhibit 
at COM Art Gallery 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Staff Roporter 

Striking images or dream-like landscapes greet 
visitors to the College of the Mainland An Gall"Y this 
fall. The new exhibition, Sanctums, is a collectioo of 
14 pieces by milled-media attist Gary Washmon. 

Washman, originally from Tuscon, Ariz., reaches 
painting Ill Texas Woman's University, Denton, and 
previously taught at the University ofTexas al Austin. 

At his lecture to open the °'hibition on Sq,t. 25 
in the f"mc Alts Building, Washman spoke of l!r"Wing 
up among the deserts and mountains of his home state. 
He felt homesick ror these after he went to graduate 
school in lllinois, where he found himself surrounded 
by a panorama of Ila fields. Thia COOllllSt spatted his 

S.. s- Pat!e 7 
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has no pictures or drawings accompanying his poems so 
the reader can concentrate on his or her mental images. 

"I hope that the poems will stand on their ""n merit 
without visual accompaniment:' said Dr. Sanders, a 
member of the Humanties Tram. Since coming to the 
college he has revived the COM lilelllry magazine. For
merly known as Sidewinder, now Hwa/um. Dr. Sander, 
has produced two editions. 

Seo Poetry Page 7 

Gary Wasllmon stands besido one of his paintings 
oa display ill tlleCOMArt GallerJ's-abibit, 
5..,.,,,.,_, (Pllolo I>)' Rosalind M-all) 
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What's Happening 

COM students (from left) Damon Wilkerson,JulieAlcoin, Matthew Caka and Elizabeth Lemons take advantage of 
free computer and Internet access now available in the lnnovatio~s Lab, Room T-320, in the Technical/Vocational 
Building. Tutorials are available for novice computer users.. (Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 

Innovations lab offers computers, aid 
By ERIC SLOCUMB 
Staff Reporter 

The clock is ominously ticking toward your deadline 
and you still do not have your paper ready for class. You 
don't have access to a computer. What do you do? 

What you do not do is worry because all College of 
the Mainland students may use the Innovations Jab in 
Room T-320 of the Techilical/Vocational Building. 

Staffed by Innovations Supervisor Phyllis 

Thibodeaux and Innovations Technician Penny Finn, the 
lab is for students needing a place to do thcjr classroom 
assignments. The lab is designed " ... for all students to 
have access for all assignments," Thibodeaux said_. The 
students are" ... the number one priority ... " in the lab. 

Even students with no computer experience are en
couraged to use this free service offered by COM. "We 
are here to help them,"Thibodeaux said. 

Students need only display a willingness to learn and 
a school-related project to use the lab. With more than 
400 software titles and more than 40 computers avail
able, the lab is equipped to handle most student needs. "If 
you have a specific need, talk to us," Thibodeaux said. 
They are the "number one place to go to do your work." 

Whereas appointments are not necessary to acquire 
computer access, you may make an appointment "if you 
need to use a specific program," Thibodeaux said. By 

making an appointment, the student is assured of having 
a computer available to .him at his requested time. 

Also available is free Internet access for research. 
Students may also use laser printers and even scanners to 
enable them to incorporate photographs in theirwor\;:. The 
only item needed to use the lab is a 3 1/2- inch disk so 
students may save the work they have done in the lab. 

Thibodeaux and Finn will teach beginners how to use 
various programs and will bring students along at a pace 
that will match their needs. Both Thibodeaux and Finn 

are willing to take students through the steps because they 
need to become proficient in using the various programs. 

Though school work is the primary goal for the lab, 
assistance is available for organizing a resume. The pur
pose of the Innovations lab also is to help students learn 
how to use computers effectively. 

Along with Thibodeaux and Finn, the lab is staffed 
by part-time technician Carol Boone and four student as
sistants. The fall lab hours are Mondays, 7:30 a.m.-8:30 
p.m.; Tuesdays through Thursdays, 7:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m.; 
Fridays 8 a.m.-2 p.m.; and, Saturdays, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Students may reserve a computer .in advance by call
ing the Innovations lab at (409) 938-1211 or (281) 280-
3991, Ext. 370. 

The Innovations lab is designed to facilitate the 
completion of schoolwork. Don't let the clock run out on . 
you. Time is ticking. 

Top Ten Reasons to Register Early 
By JOSE GALVAN 
Slaff Reporter 

Early registration is almost here. College of the Main
land students can begin meeting with their advisers after 
the spring schedule comes out around the middle of No
vember accoi-ding to the Admissions office. The deadline 
for early spring registration applications is Nov. 22. 

From the lnterCOM home office in the Leaming Re
sources Center here are the Top 10 reasons for registering 
early Dec. 3 and 4. 

10. You'll get the classes you want at the time you 
want them. · 

8; _You will avoid the run around and long lines. 

7. You ·won't have to take night classes to keep your 
schedule straight. 

6. You can scratch COM off your Christmas budget. 

5. Two words: Class Full 

4. Early registration gives you more time to ponder 
who Professor TBA is. 

3. You won't have to play campus hop scotch_like 
you would during regular registration. 

2. You won't have to camp Out in front of the Admin
istration Building to be the first in line . 

1. If you thought the line to get Oilers tickets was 

People Speak Out 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
and JULIAN RIANO 
Slaff Reporten 

The holiday season has had its unofficial begin
ning with Halloween. However, you may have no
ticed stores have been pushing Christmas merchan
dise for some time. 

Thanksgiving seems to be all but forgotten with 
the Christmas hype. Yet, historically for Americans, 
it's probably the most important holiday t_o observe. 
This is the time when we sit down with our families 
for a traditional meal, enjoy the football games on 
TV and ~eflect on what th~ year has brought us and 
to count our blessings. 

lnterCOM decided to highlight Thanksgiving by 
asking students: "Considering Thanksgiving is just 
around the comer, what are you most thankful for?" 

Kendrick Douglas, 19: 
Life, health and 
strength. 

Hamilton Boyd, 21: 
I'm most thankful to be 
back in school. My 
grades are high. What 
more can you ask for? 

Juan Rivera, 18: 
I'm most thankful for 
college. I'm stiH 
standing here. I have 
my life. 

Jason Jonie, 
My strengths: artistic 
ability and friendliness. 

Chris Baker, 21: 
Life, liberty, family and 
friends. 

Relana Gerami, 21: 
I'm most thankful for 
health and my family 
and ~at people are there 
to support me in 
everything 1 do. 

· Dandi Wells, 18: 
That my cat, Pork 
Chop, is still alive. I had 
to get rid of him, but I 
jsst got him back. 

Zinia Washington, 18: 
My life, my education 
and my child. 

9. Your class schedule will be reserved until you pay. 
long. just wait until you see the line at regular ,registra- , . ,,t 
tion: ' •'• _' '.I " • , , ,: .'' J ~----
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COM police reveal telephone scam 
See Page4 

Unsung Heroes: Maintenance Tuam 
SeePage6 
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Uneup of 25th theater season's plays 
See Page8 
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'The Buzz' plays 
Rock the Vote rally 
By JOSE GALVAN 
Staff Reporter 

Rain didn't dampen the spirits of some College of 
the Mainland students Oct. 24. 

A good number came out to the Rock the Vote rally 
held in the Leaming Resources Center breezeway. Radio 
station 107.5 The Buzz, ~TBZ, Lake Jackson/Houston, 
co-sponsored the rally with the Young Democrats of 
Galveston County. Radio station employee Jody 
Simoneaux with the help of COM smdent Matthew Bruner 
passed out free koozies, CD's, tapes and concert tickets 
while the Democrats sold bumper stickers and buttons, 
and passed out candidate inforiaation. 

On hand were District 23 State Rep. Patricia Gray 
and Galveston County Precinct 3 Comntissioner Wayne 
Johnson. (Both were re-elected Nov. 5.) 

So does the young vote matter? 

- ----- "Absolutely," Gray said. "I represent colleges and 
universities in -my district and I want to maintain avail
abifrty and atceSS to colleges and universities. It is truly 
critical that young people vote." 

--,- Jody Simooeanx of radio station 107.5 Tbe Buzz, KTBZ, Lake Jacksoa/Hoo!lton aad COM student Matthew 
Broner entet1ain the crowd that braved the rain Oct. 24 to attend a pff-electiOn Rock the Vote rally co-sponsored 
by the Y~ng Democrats of Galveston County and the radio station. (Photo by Gina Castro) See Politicians Page 11 

'Net access available 
for only $12 a month 

Hypnotist mesmerizes audience 

By AMY K. PATLACH with JOSE GALVAN 
, Staff Repor1ers 

Are you financially challenged due to the ris-
' ing cost of technolcigical · advances such as Internet 

access? Do you W_;mt .n affordable ,way to keep 
abreast with the rest of SQCiety? Well, then this may 
be the deal for you. 

Internet access is no longer out of anyone's 
reach. 'Net access is now available at a low monthly 
rate to anyone within the boundaries of the Texa!} 
Gulf Coast Community College Network. This ser
vice is provided by "MCI Telecommunications Cor
poration under the program of campus MCI Internet 
SM" · . "-. . 

For only $12 a month and a one-time $10 acti
vation fee, users wiJI receive 60 hours of local ac
cess, plus free local access from 1 to 6 a.m., e-mail 
access and a web browser for use on a Macintosh or 
PC. Additional time will cost 95 cents an hour and 
is billed in one-minute increments. 

The Gulf Coast Community CoUege Network 
not only provides quick and easy access to the 
Internet, but it provides menu access to the College 
of the Mainland campus network as well. 

Access can be achieved anywhere. From home, 
use the local access number. Away from home, out 
of range, use a remote access number for 10 cents a 
minute. To purchase the Texas Gulf Coast Commu
nity College Network or for more information call 
1-800-307-4451. 

' 

BY MURRAY GETZ 
Staff reporter 

Going to sleep in class may not be a novelty, but do
ing it in frcmt of an audience of more than a hundred on
lookers could be embarrassing. Possibly even more so if 
you believe you are a horse and are on the floor on all 
fours, shaking your mane and prancing around like the 
thoroughbred you think you are. 

.All this and more amazing feats of hypnotic highjinks 
took place Nov. 5 in the College of the Mainland Leam
ing Resources Center Auditorium before a large, fasci
nated audience of students, staff, parents and children. 

Certified hypnotist Frederick Winters brought his top
notch mind-boggling act to our campus, and those who 
were fortunate enough to attend were treated to an evening 
of super entertainment. 

While attending Northwestern University in Chicago 
at the age of 18, Winters saw a hypnotist perform and 
became so interested in the craft that he later became both 
a friend and a student of master hypnotist George Vaughn. 

The tall, witty perfonner began his act by asking for 
20volunteers from the audience.After assuring them that 
being hypnotized would be a pleasurable, relaxing and 
non-embarrassing sensation, he began by lowerin_g the 
house lights and turning on a flk:kering dim bulb. Then, 
speaking in a deep mellow voice, he proceeded to induce 
the volunteers into a hypnotic state. 

Very soon most of the 20 volunteers, as well as some 
of the audience, were deep into a dreamy sleep situation 
and receptive to the persuasive suggestions of Winters. 

As the hypnotist worked with the volunteer subjects, 
he noticed that several members of the audience also were 
under his spell. He then told these audience members that 
whenever he mentioned the words "Texas City," they 

• 

would leap up from their seat, and bellow out the cry, 
"Peanuts. POpcom. Candy." Later in the performance he 
mentioned that he enjoyed being in "Texas City." To the 
extreme delight of the audience the pre-induced people 
jumped out of their seats and shouted at. the top of their 
voices, "Peanuts~ Popcorn. Candy." ... without a clue as 

See Hypnotist Page 11 

Famed hypnotist Frederick Winters e~tertained a 
COM audien<e with his hypnotic skills in the Leaning 
Resourus Ceater Auditorium, L-131, Nov. 4. 
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Editorb11s/News 

First-,- nursing student Mlcbelle Hertenborg (left) gets bor pl'Nlonatloa evaluation from Kendra Ben, b
tecbnidaa of Ille Gulf Coast Regional B-Center In Houston. The ran b-drive netted 93 units of b- and 
.,.. held Oct. 9 and 10 In Ille Sinden! Center. (Pbolo by BBi Glenn) 

Letter to the Editor 
Reader questions story's facts, style 
lntaCOM Editor: 

Pltricia Hill's lrlicle "Redistricting brings confusion 
IO 9111 District" (Page 3 in lhe OclOl>er issue) conlains in
cmect Sbtemeots and mixes fact and opinion in what is 
ostens,"bly a "news" article. Ms. Hill lllll<S "The Supreme 
Court mln:w 1heae dislricts and die surrounding dislricl5 
alfcctilig allof Housron and all of Dallas.. SIie lalorWlilos, 
"By redrawing the dislricts lhis ckloe 10 Ibo election and 
overtuming Ibo primaries, the Supreme Court bas only 
P~ io confusing voters.• 'The Supreme Court did 
oo<o..num Ibo primaries orto<lraw Ibo dislricts. This was 
done by lhe throe federal judges who originally ruled them 
uoconstitutional, and only afte< the parties in the lawsuit 

~Inter COM 
Ms :• a&tllUr -·-Pl: 1 C ¥Iii Editor 
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were unable to agree on a COIIIP'Olllise oeulemeoL Ms. 
Hill also giveola impression lhese mcrcceotocclll'ICnces. 
'The Supreme Court decision was issued on June 14th and 
the now disuicl lines set on August 6th. Isn't throe months 
enough lilno for coocemed voras to educate lhemselves 
and eliminate any confusion? 

This loob likea nows article, butthelilleand lhe last 
two pamgraphs mc opinions. 'The aniclc above it bas the 
author's pictweand is clearly an eclilorial. Ms. Hill's piece 
loob lll(e like the item below it, a news article about 
COM rogistration. I hope future issues of Inll:JCOM will 
make a belltt effort to check facts and distinguish belween 
news and opinion pieces. 

Philip Nash, lnslruCtional Assistant 

Edlll,r'1 response: You are correct, a pa114l rf 1hree 
f«kraljudges threw ouJ the primaries and redrew the Con
g,.;ssional districts in Houston and Dallas oft,r the Su
preme Court struclc down three Texas congressional dis
tricts in these cities. We apologiu for the mistake. 

However, concerning the question of voters having 
enough 1UM to edJlcaJe 1/u:mselves and eliminate co,ifu
sion, wt agree thne months should be enough time. How.
ever, a large percenlage of \IOters an not well informed 
and do not ~ tilM lO better educaJe thenuelves about 
,l,ctions and candidates. 

According to the Houston ·chronicle, a three-judge 
paM/ in North Carolina, whenfaud with a similar situa
tion last August, ruled it was too late in the election year 
to install new district lines there. 

People Uf)t!Ct to vote in primaries in the spring and 
choose eilhu a Dtmocral or a RepubUcan in the fall. 

Only a few articles were ever printed in the Houston 
Chronicle or the Ttxas Cily-anapapus i.,iforming ~op/, 
of the rtdi.stricting and the overturning of the primaries. 
The ~levision news also ga~ it only a couple of minutes 
on several. occasions. Many people wilh busy lives and 
jobs missed il because they do not have time to read the 
paper daily or watch every newscast. Following lire Nov. 
5 elections several people have expressed surprise.al once 
again f,aving to vote/or tither Nick Lampson or Rtp. Si,,,, 
Stockman in the run-off eltction Dec. JO. 

Concerning the/onnal of the article. it war mislabeled. 
This piece war originally written as an tditorial. After story 
<kadliM, Gary Brooks dropptd ouJ of the rac, and the 
article had to be completely rewrillen and was to ha.ve 
b<en labeled: commell/Jlry. This was not dont.1111,rCOM 
apologiz,s for the ovtrsighJ. 
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COM blood drive 
nets 93 units blood 
By BILL GLENN 
Phol.,...pby Editor 

'The College of lhe Mainland Fall Blood Drive netted 
a lolal of 93 units of blood OcL 8 and 9. 

The drive, which was organized and sponsored by the 
SlUdentActivilios Boord for the Gulf CoaslRegional Blood 
Center in Houston, was held in the Sludeot Center. Last 
fall's drive collected 25 pen:ent more blood. ssid Maryann 
Urick, SAB sponsor. 

Urick said she could not pinpoint the csuseof the do
cR:BSC; results vary from year to year for oo discernible 
reason. OclOl>er 1993 was lhe record year with a Iola! of 
188 units collected. 

Eric Slocumb, lhis year's blood drive chairman, said 
he felt more emphasis should have been pla;ed on pro
moliog the drive. He also indicated that the most commoo 
reason for not donaliog blood was fear of fainting. 

Million Man March 
step to black unity 

We still have a loog way to go, my brothers. 
Now, more than a year afte< Ibo explosive 

Million Mao MaJdi, we black men should not lCII 
on..,.. lanls and tbiol< tbal lheday of_ 
and unity bas solved lhe problems and despair 
facing us in today's America. While we have ~ 
significant strides coward turning "lhe man's" 
perspective of us, lhe Bob Doles and Newt 
Gingriches of the world still scoff. As the needless 
and tragic munle< of Tupac Shakur boldly dis
played, black-on-black crime remains a huge ink 
blot oo our efforts to become truly equal. News
casts still have more than their shire of graphic 
shots of us wasting our lives for lrivialilies soch as 
colors, tennis shoes and pure greecL Too many 
young black men ate still fmding the wrong roads, 
ending up in 8-by-12 foot cells instoad of further
ing their education. Role models such as Michael 
Irvin, a highly publicized sports figure, have let 
the tempauioos of the wodd draw them to near 
self-desttuction. 

'The words "sellout" and "Uncle Tom" me still 
a part of our vocabulary, a sign that unity and 
accepw,ce of intemcial couples and those who 
may not follow the African-American mainstream 
still have not been achieved. 

But all is not blesk, my brothers. Most of us 
me taking cmc of our bu&iiess. We're ttying to 
make dungs better for our children by working 
hard and studying in scbool to further our educa
lioos. We're taking cmc of our children, standing 
tall for our women, and slowly but surely, dealing 
with the injustice done to os and lhe injustice we 
have done to ourselves during past IS to 20 years. 

I lhinl< it is time that we let American society 
know that black men are not only present in 
entcnainmeot and sports, but that we're making 
oorselves known in businoss, govemmeo~ 
sciences and plain everyday life. 

Nothing changes ovemigh~ al least nothing 
worth changing. 'The positives outweigh the 
negatives, and will conlioue to do so ... as long as 
WC remember October 16 as the Black Man's 
Independence Day. 

• ' 1 • . ' .. -, 
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Pratt dedicated to educating students 
By AMY K. PATIACH 
Staff Reporter 

A commitment to education is very important to Col
lege of the Mainland's Alex Pratt, administrator of edu

cational programs and ex
tended weekend college. 

He has been active in the 
education field for 33 years. 

Of those 33 years, Pratt 
ha_s dedicated 26 to working 
at COM. 

"I enjoy working with 
adults because of their com· 
mitment towards education," 
he said. 

Just as any teacher, Pratt 
Alex Pratt hopes .. to enlighten students 

and to give them the tools so 
that they may broaden areas of knowledge; I hope to act 
as a facilitator in their education." 

Pratt's commitment to education bas rewarded him 

in various ways throughout the years. He was named 
Teacher of the Year in The Woodlands, Master Teacher at 
COM and received the Gulf Coast Association for the 
Education of Young Children Citizen of the Year Award. 
Pratt, however, is not satisfied. "I feel there are more 
people to be reached." 

Pratt enjoys lecturing on Texas history, a subject he 

teaches regularly at COM, and is active in many histori· 
cal appreciation organizations. 

Re is a member of the Texas City Heritage As.socation, 
the Galveston County Historical Commission and presi
dent of the Galveston County African American Heritage 
Association. 

Pratt has offered much to the community beyond his 
appreciation for history. He also has served the commu
nity in leadership posi_tions. He is a past mayor pro tern 
for the city of La Marque; member of the Texas House of 
Representatives "Joint Committee on Urban Needs"; 
board member of the Galveston ~unty Senior Citizen 
Nutrition Project; and more. 

Pratt's commitment to education never ends. "I don't 
want to retire, and I don't want to give up on anybody." 

Politicians encourage students to vote 
Continued from Page>----------

Later in the rally Gray stressed to students to go and 
vote because "it is your duty and your responsibility." 

Commenting on a speech she made to a law school 
class in September. Gray said that when law students asked 
her if she would run for president, she was too old to run 
for president, but told the students that someone from their 

'generation would one day be president. 

Commissioner Johnson spoke next and gave the stu
dents hiS background as a COM student slimmer 1972. 
He also taught Labor Relations in an Industrial Society 
and Labor Law for Non.lawyers on an adjunct basis at 
COM fall'1981 and spring 1982, respe<:tively. Jo~nson 
graduated from South Texas College of Law SChool in 
Houston.August 1980 and worked in various political of
fices before running for precinct commissioner in 1988 
when he beat incumbent Ron Crowder. 

Johnson gave an example of how the Democrats and 
Republicans differ. Five percent of the Meals on Wheels 
money was cut out of the recent budget. Johnson, a Demo· 
crat, said that Galveston County maintained the previous 

level of services by using some of its money. 

The young vote means a lot to Johnson."Votes of 
young people are critical because their current participa
tion will form their pattern of voting for the rest of their 
lives," he said. "I learned early that staying with it [vot
ing] is imponant and that people who quit only leave the 
work for someone else." 

Fonner president of the North Galveston County 
Young Democrats Kelli Schroeder organized the rally and 
expressed a strong interest in fonning a Young Demo· 
crats organization on campus. 

For the prize of a pair of tickets to the Music Show
case ,t the Abyss, a Houston music venue.COM student 
Arie Vasser took off hi:, leather jacket and boots and 
jumped into Lake Eckert. Another student ran out in the 
rain, got on his knees and barked like a dog for a CD. For 
the price of a tape, students were asked different ques· 
tions about politics such as who was running against Phil 
Gramm (Victor Morales who Jost the election) in the cur· 
rent senate race or who Ann Richards beat out for 
governor's office in 1990 (Clayton Williams). 

Professor achieves childhood dream 
Continued from Page 10----------

ized the business. Adding, deleting and revising can be 
done quickly on a computer screen before a printout is 
ever made, she said. 

''Every seven years a drastic change h-as occurred in 
one of the areas of publishing," Devall said. "Now with 
computers, there's a major change every six months. The 
speed of technology is overwhelming. Figuring out how 
to teach it is a challenge." 

Graphic arts students must approach the marketplace 
much differently than in the past, Devall explained. They 
must show not only that they can run the software, they 
must also demonstrate design skills. 

"That's why we're working so hard to have our stu
dents leave here with 10 perfect pieces (work examples) 

Veterans ed 
A teVitaiiZatioA 

in~$1"~•~Tlit:t ccc··· ccc··· .. cc·. cc · ...... ¢*~:~~ 
tbru years," said Jeny Andeffloo, director of Me-

dia Servic¢S.Nl~~Jq~:J~~-ftjr•"* 
information contact Anderson al (409) 938-12JJ or 
(281) 280-3991, Ext. 206. 
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in their portfolios. That separates our students from those 
who only know how to run the software." 

Last year Devall took a sabbatical to write a style 
guide for graphic designers. During that year she con· 
tacted individuals who worked for newspapers, maga· 
zincs, advertising firms and business in-house publica:. 
lions gather,ing information to fill the gaps in her book. 

In the past, this information was passed from appr'en· 
tice to apprentice. Often it was never written down. 

"I have humbly put all the informition together in 
this book," Devan said. "It's a book to pick up every time 
you begin a graphic piece you've never done before." 

Devall's book Graphic Arts Style Guide should be 
available in bookstores by June. 

When Devall retires in July 1997, she will begin a 
new phase of her life. And she will have accomplished 
her childhood dreams: She married a school teacher, she 
became a school teacher and she had six children. 

Devall already has many projects in mind, for her 
retirement: painting the wild flowers on her family's farm; 
working with children; and traveling once a month with 
her husband. 

"I'll keep my eyes open for what's next down the 
road," she said. "Everything always falls into place." 

• 

• 

• 

• 

laterCOM, November 1996, Page 11 

New 281 area code 
eases phone jams 
ByMARCEDOO 
Managing editor 

How many telephone numbers do -you know 
by heart? Go ahead and count them. GQt the num
bers? ls it close to 20 or more? Well, just forget the 
area codes for some of those numbers because as of 
Nov. 2 they have been changed. However, the tele
phone companies are giving a six-month grace pe
riod to get used to the change. 

Those living outside the central Houston area-
outside Beltway 8-have the new area code: 281, 
replacing 713. Counties tbat now have the new area 
code include: Montgomery, Liberty, Waller, Fort· 
Bend, Brazoria, Galveston and Chambers. 

If you dial someone who is in the 713 area code 
from the 281 area code, you will have to dial the 
new area code and the number, but you do not use 1 
before the area code, nor will you be charged a long 
distance fee. If you are dialing within the same area 
code, you need to dial only the number . 

The new area code bas been implemented be· 
cause Houston and the surrounding area now in~ 
elude too many numbers. Fax machines, modems,. 
pagers, car phones and celluar phones are taking up 
most of the new telephone numbers.· If you have a 
cellular phone, pager or a car phone, check with 
you·r service provider to see how the new area code 
will affect calls you receive because some of the 
713 numbers are duplicates of the 281 numbers. For 
example one,persoo's cellular phone number may 
be (713) 555-2422, but another person's home phone 
number may be (281) 555-2422. The telephone com
pany said the 713 area code will be rung first. · 

If you have any questioni regarding "the new 
281 area code and how it affects the calls you make, 
phone 1-800-869·5868. The operator can assist you 
if your call is not going through. 

Hypnotist captivates 
spellbound audience 
Continued from Page>----------

to why they were behaving so crazily. 
Some of the more entertaining situations came when 

Winters told the group of volunteers they oouldn 't remem
ber their names. Imagine the abject terror of someone ask
ing your name, and for the life of you, being coriipletely 
unable to respond. He also told one subject that she 

,· couldn't shy the number four. The volunteer counted on 
her fingers, one, two, three, and then with an anguished, 
self-conscious, embarrassed look., simply couldn't remem· 
her to the elusive number four. 

As the program continued, Winters displayed an 
amazing bag of tricks, including that of suggesting the 
subjects were on the beach and the sun was beating down 
on them. This caused a mass reaction of imaginary sweat
ing. The subjects fanned themselves and one male sub· 
ject even removed his shirt to escape the heat. 

Many more playful suggestions were heaped Upon 
the volunteer subjects, and the outlandish way they re
acted to the convinCing tones of the hypnotist's voice had 
the audience in a state of complete hysterical giggles. 

One of the volunteers, Melody Toppins, said: "It was 
an amazing experience. I ·remember my mind going to
tally blank when J tried to remember the number four." 

Winters., who does about 175 sb.ows a year said, "Hyp
nosis is not magic, so much depends on the hypnotist, the 
subject and his williilgness to be hypnotized." 

The spellbinding perfonnance by Winters was spc:m· 
sored by the Student Activities Board and was only one 
of the entertaining events planned for COM students this 
year. It certainly was one of the best I've seen SQ far. 
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Making art work 
is Marshall's forte 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

. "Making art is fundamental to being human," Pro
fessor Mona Marshall said. "Every culture has some ac
tivity you could call art." 

Marshall who- teaches drawing, photography and 
printmaking at College of the Mainland is first and fore
most an artist. 

She alternates between drawing and photography. 
.. Drawing is to a degree real meditative, a suspension of 
conscious reality, while photography is more extroverted, 
a way of interacting with the world, more political." She 
added that the two mediums "feed each other." 

Marshall also finds teaching an enjoyable activity. 
"The trick is to find a balance between being creative and 
working to impact society. Teaching is my way to do that." 

Marshall received her bachelor of fine arts at the Uni
versity of Michigan in Ann Arbor. She then spent a year 
in Rome, Italy, at the Tyler School of Art before going on 
to the San Francisco Art Institute. 

Marshall has been teaching art at COM since 1979. 
She also has served as the COM An Gallery director and 
as the faculty adviser of the Art Association. 

Marshall enjoys teaching art for several reasons. 
"Talking about an, thinking, debating keeps it fresh." Fur
thermore, the kind of problem solving and critical think
ing involved in producing art is transferable to other fields. 
Studies have shown, she said, that students who have vi
sual art in their backgrounds increase their chances of suc
cess in fields other than art. 

Teaching also enables Marshan to keep in touch with 
another generation. 

After a year's sabbatical Marshall returned to her 
teaching in September. During her time off, she and her 
husband toured ltaly on a bicycle and hiked in the French 
Alps. She also took a course in Italian at the University of 
Texas in Austin and worked on her art. 

During her year off, she believes her work expanded 
and grew because she had the time to develop creative, 
WlStructured ideas. The work Marshall did during her sab
batical culminated in an exibition of her new drawings at 
the Jung Center in Houston. 

The exhibit was up from Sept. 4 to Oct. 5. In the 
spring her work will be part of another show in Austin: 

Sandra Devall, graphic arts professor, stands at the 
board and shares her wit and wisdom with Kimberly 
Wilson (foreground) and other students in the desktop 
and design class. (Photo by Murray Getz) 

• 

Profes:§C!r Mona Manhall, who teaches drawing and photography sits in her office located in the COM Fine Arts 
Buildiag. Two of her photographs are displayed on the wall beblnd her. (Photo by Rosalind Manhall) 

Women and Their Work. 
Her drawings and photographs are of landscapes, 

people and animals. According to her most recent Artists 
Statemen~ "Some of my more recent drawings have to 
do with the beginnings of perception or the first fonnula
tions of an idea. I sometimes speculate on what another 
being, a dog for example, imagines or sees as it looks at 
fire, or the skull of another dog, or that of its prey." 

Currently she is represented by the Harris Gallery at 
1200 Bis.sonnet in Ho\18lon. In the past she has had three 
solo shows at Harris. 

In fact it was during her first show there that she sold 
a piece. She found it fulfilling to realize that someone 
loved her work enough to invest in it. 

As a result of taking the Italian class during her sab
batical, Marshall corilpletely re-examined her teaching 
style. 

In the past she has concentrated heavily on lectUting, 
but after sitting in the Italian class with a young instruc
tor who lectured exclusively on grammar, she thought of 
all her former students and wanted to apologize. 

Now she is experimenting with several teaching for
mats to allow students to detennine how they best learn. 
Marshall surveyed her classes at the beginning of this se
mester to find out whether students believe they learn bet
ter by reading the material, by listening to a lecture or a 
combination of both. As a result of the survey she is at
tempting to accommodate each group and is ~rious about 
the results. 

Several of Marshall's students are now working for 
newspapers or are teaching art. One even went on to at
tend the Brooks Institute in Santa Barbara, Calif., a .pres
tigious art institute. 

When asked how a new artist goes about getting his 
or her art exhibited she suggested contacting non-profit 
galleries and entering juried competitions. She stressed 
that perseverance and detennination are important for 
young artists. 

"Imagination is necessary to understand and appre
ciate art," Marshall stated. "A lot of people think of art as 
a luxury, but it has power, or the right wing wouldn't want 
to mute it, 10 control it." 

Devall sets style in graphic arts guide 
By ANNA LAUZON 
Staff Reporter 

"When I was in the fifth grade, I told my best friend 
Margaret, 'I want to be a school teacher, I want to marry 
a school teacher, and I want to have six children,"' said 
Sandra Devall, a graphic arts pmfessor at College of the 
Mainland. 

Childhood dreams never happen as they are planned. 
Instead of attending college after high school, Devall 

began her career in the printing industry. 
At the time, printing, publishing and graphic arts were 

male-dominated industries. Devall ran printing presses and 
.worked as a typesetter when it was still a heavy metal 
job. 

She became the first female supervisor of a combined 
male-female print shop at Shell Oil Company. Later, she 
taught employees to run printing presses and typesetting 
machines while working for a printing manufacturer. 

And still, Devall dreamed of teaching. 
With her experience in printing and typesetting and 

her background in training personnel, Devall came to teach 
at COM in 1970. She was ll.ired along with five others to 
complete the staff for the new TechnicaWocational Build
ing. 

• 

• 

I 
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Of the six teachers hired at that time, Devall will be 
the last to leave COM when she retires next year. 

Once she had settled in, Devall attended classes at 
night, on weekends and during the summer until she ob
tained her teaching degree. 

Charlie Sullens was one of Devall's first students. 
He came to COM to learn the new machine (IBM Com
poser) that had revolutionized typesetting. Prior to that 
be had set print ~ing hot lead . .. I taught Charlie how to 
use the machine, and. he taught me standards he bad 
learned as a typesetter," Devall said. "That's what teach
ing is all about, learning from each other." 

Since COM h3d no journalism teacher, Devall be
came a sponsor for the school newspaper. She handled 
the production end. 

"It took forever to type the newspapers. If you made 
any mistakes, you started over from the beginning," Devall 
explained. 

In the 'S()s the phototypesetter was developed. "You 
practically had to be a programmer to run the machine." 

In 1989 the computer replaced the phototypesetter. 
Before romputers, Devall said, mornings would be 

spent working on a project, and afternoons would be spent 
making corrections. 

That's the area in which computers have revolution

See Professor Page 11 
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Million Man March 
step to racial division 

Ede 
·s1ocumb 

"We still have a long way to go" definitely is an 
accurate portrayal of American ,ociety !Oday. Willl 
many different cultun:11 and values around, we must 
cootinually auempt to overcome differences so as not to 
divide us. Toe progress of individual group, should not 
overshadow lhe uniting of all Americans~ one. 

Toe Millioo Man March held in Washington, D.C., 
late last year was an extraordinary event. Offering black 
men a forum in which to gather as one was good at the 
time, but whal are the long-term ramifications? 

Did the day of "atonement and unity" build bridges 
among black men ordidi~ in the minds of many, 
solidify the difference, between black and white? 

In this time of political correctness. many are afraid 
to address issues of black and white relabons head on. I 
contend the event indirectly divided two races. 

Toe focus of coming togetha rather lhan separating 
should be paramount foe all and oot solely for cenain 
facets of the Amaican population. Grouping all indi
viduals unde< the title, "the man," is oot ooly wifair. but 
a blatant disregard of many who don't view the world in 
black and while. We do have differences in heritage, but 
are woven together ID Conn an American society that 
envelop, us all. We are a people having to live and wodi: 
togelher; we must strive for unity, not division. 

Toe plight of the "black man's experience" is well 
documented duoughout history. As tragically and 
inhumanely as Ille black man has been treated in the 
pas~ we must make a valiant effort to incorporate the 
different cultun:11 ~g in !Oday'• society. We-all 
American$--need to place our focus oo integrating our 
values rather lhan seg<egating ourselves. 

Tupac's dealh was tragic in the sense that a promi
nent artist was murdered Black-en-black crime is a 
problem, but so i, while-oo-white, black-on-white, etc. 
John Lennon's death was a loss in this sense. Not 
because a while man killed miother white man, but 
because a valued artist was laken from us lhrough a 
heinous ac:L 

By regressing ID day, of racial segregatioo, we play 
a game of historical Ru,si,111 roulette. Many young 
Americans, both black and white, did oot live duough 
the civil rights movement of the '60s. Many feel 
relations between the two race, have i-ogressed since 
that time. There are more black people in the wort 
force, we no longer are forced to drink from different 

water foontain, nor are we forced to be schooled 
accoroing to race. I do nouuempt to imply that we are 
where we should be, but division will keep us from 
future attempts ID progress to where we are going. 
Progre,s cannot be attained duough ,eparatioo, but only 
through an ancmpt to unify different groups. 

We continue ID strive fa-equality for all in an age of 
many inequalities. If the energy of wiiting as a whole 
were equal to that of dividing, we would be "marching" 
forward and oot backward. 

I contend we oot remember Oct. 16 as the Black 
Man', lndependeoce Day, but focus oo July 4 as the 
Independence Day of all Americans. White, black. 
Asian, Hispanic <r any other pen;on who is a U.S. 
citizen should be lhankful for the place in which he 0< 

she lives. 
If you are wihappy willl the America of today, then 

become a part of the aolution and help to wlite two 
cultures divided not by history, but by pesent-day ideas 
based Oil history • 

• 
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Elections over; time for solutions 

Elections foe 1996 are over. It's time to give a liule 
thought to a few things thal need a lot of serious 
thinking . 

Will the United States cootinue to be the only major 
industrial nalion in the world without a national heallll 
care plan? 

Will the Republicam continue to dig for some kind 
of scandal in which to involve President Clinton instead 

of working with him to improve our nalion? 
WIii waste and fraud cootinue to run rampant in 

Wa.shingtoo? 
Will the high'orime - continue to plaguo OW" 

cities? 
Will unemployment and homelessness continue at 

thei< present levels? 
Will the gap between rich and poor continue ID 

increase as is happening now? 
The questions could go oo, but the idea is thal there 

are I Jot m problems- need so!Ulions. Piny political 
bickering will oot solve 11- problems. It's time for our 
ek,cted officials to start IICling as grown-up, responsible 
statesmen and .-, and to quit IICling like 
spoiled children. History is full of nations which ha.,,, 
fallen; there will be othcn. 

Future of Texas is in everyone's hands 

"Doo 't me.<s willl Texas" ffl8d the signs aloog every 
highway. I applaud the efforts of citizens to clea< up the 
litter that ignorant people lhrow from their vehicles. 

The real issue, however, is not beautifying the 
roadside, a cosmetic tidy-up of Ille visible damage that 
humankind casually wreaks on nature. It'• much bigger 
lhan that. 

Every time you throw a newspaper, boUle or can 
into the !rash you are contributing to the 50,000 lonS of 
gamage that go to Texas landlills daily from businesses 
and homes. That•s 22 million tons each year. lbat's a lot 
of land in Texas taken up willl the disposal of human 
trash. Did yoo reali,.e 80 percent of it could be recycled 
instead? 

Every time Y"'! swreptitiously empty your used 
motor ~il into a drainage ditch, you are killing fish in the 
bayou,, poisoning the land the oil gradually seeps into 
and ultimately, putting toxin, into the water system from 
which we all drink. 

Every time you leave the TV on all nigh~ oc leave 
lights blazing all day, you are contributing to the 
pollution spewed out into the air from powec stations. 
Pollution that drifts into childrens' lungs. into grass that 
cattle gra,.,, oo and into the atmosphere. PollUlioo that 

• 

does irreparable damage. 
Toe a...-.ge Texan tluows away mae lhan 6 

pounds of garbage a day. Yet, right here in Texas City 
we have the means to stop the majority of that gamage 
ending up in a landfill. 

The Bin,phere I Parle RecyclcCenleroo Loop 197 
Nonh has been open for a year and wolcames many 
kinds of household waste including - IIIOlo< oil. It', 
just a 10-minule drive from College of !he Mainland. 
For directions call (409) 643-5814. 

It's just as easy to lhrow your empty Coke cans and 
the daily paper into a box for recycling a, ID lhrow them 
into lhe trash. Glass borlles and jars. steel food cans, 
milk jugs, detergent and soda botdes, alwninium cans, 
newspaper, and magazines can all be saved and re
cycled. It', easy to put the box of recyclables into you< 
trunk and drop it off oo your way to the grocery store. 

Recycling not only saves Texas from becoming one 
giant landlill, it also saves energy and resowces. 

It lalces 20 times more energy to make aluminium 
from ore as it lalces to rq,roduce it from recycling. 
Recycling just one aluminium can saves enough energy 
to power a television set for fOU< hours. Recycling one 
ton of paper....,. 17 troes from being chopped down, 
stops 60 pounds of pollution from being pumped into 
the air and.._ 3 cubic yards of landfill ,pace. 

Toe future of Te.as is in our hands. What do you 
want your grandchikken to see when they drive aloog 
lnterslate 45 in the future? W-1and covered in 
IDOUDlains of llallb? Or open fields and trees, clean 
bayous and catde grazing among the Te.as wildflowen? 

It's up ID you. 
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The royal wedding procession weaves its way through the Texas Renaissance Festival's New Market Village lo the 
village chapel. Leading it are KJng Henry VIII and Lady Jane Seymour followed by the royaJ wedding guests. 

· (Photo courtesy Bruno Llebicb) 

Telephone scam targets consumers 
By ERIC SLOCUMB 
Staff Reporter 

English dramatist Ben Johnson once said, "We that 
forget the past are doomed to repeat it." This is especially 
true in a day filled with con artists and schemes. Caveat 
emptor (Latin for let the buyer beware) once was used as 
an adage to warn consumers about purchasing goods or 
services. This phrase still applies. 

lime and time again the public is taken advantage of 
by crooks looking lo make a quick buck. Anything from 
insurance fraud to three<ard monte (a gambling game) is 
a scam to separate a person from his money. The College 
of the Mainland police department recently was infonned 
of one such scam. 

This scam targets unsuspecting consumers owning 
answering machines and pagers. You receive a message 
on your voice mail or pager asking you to return an "ur
gent" call to a "toll free" number beginning with 809. 
Don't do it. 

A group of computer hackers set up numerous ex
changes in the 809 area code (the Caribbean Islands, out
side U.S. jurisdiction) and created pa~throughs to 1-900 
numbers in New York City. Then, through the use of au
tomatic voice message systems, the hackers dial thousands 
of exchanges within the United States leaving an "urgent" 
message to call back. These messages often are in refer
ence to the condition of a family member. 

When dialed, the number called is forwarded to a 1-
900 number, where another message instructs the person 
to call back later. When the unsuspecting person returns 
the call, he does not realize that his 30-second can just 

cost him $25 to $50. 
Imagine coming in from work and seeing your an

swering machine blinking. You listen to the message, 
which asks you to call a number in the 809 area code for 
information concerning a family member who is ill. The 
caller may even tell you of someone who has been ar
rested or has died. On the other hand he may say you 

have won a wonderful prize. 
Sometimes you will get a long. boring recording. The 

bottom line is that you will be stuck with a telephone bill 
that may exceed $100. 

Crooks are using the 809 numbers as "pay-per-calls." 
This is to circumvent U.S. regulations regarding the law
ful employment of 1-900 numbers. Every time you call 
the number, the scam operators receive a greatly inflated 
rebate from the foreign phone company. Since 809 num
bers are in the Caribbean, the use of the numbers are not 
boon~ by U.S. law. The Jaw mandates that the consumer 
must be warned of charges and rates involved, and that 
he must be provided a time period during which he may 
terminate the call without charges. 

Scams of this nature are extremely hard to prosecute 
because the person willingly made the call. Neither the 
local phone company nor your long distance carrier will 
get involved. They say they are simply providing the bill
ing for the foreign company. The victim is then forced to 
deal with a foreign phone company that feels it bas done 
no wrong. 

So the saying, caveat emptor, still has a place in 
today's consumer advice. The next time you receive a 
message asking you to call back, beware: It just may be 
more than you bargained for. 

New club to benefit disabled students 
By BILL GLENN 
Photography Editor 

The College of the Mainland Organization of Dis
abled Persons Club was inaugurated at a meeting held 
in the Sun Room of the Student Center on Oct. 30. 

The purpose of the club is to provide help and rep
resentation for handicapped students with an empha
sis on campus facilities for the handicapped. 

Officers selected were Kendrick Douglas, presi
dent; Lorielle Blackwell, secretary/treasurer; and Ryan 
Grayson, parliamentarian. 

Barbara Crews, COM coordinator for COM Dis-

• 

ability Services. is adviser. The vice president posi
tion is vacant, due to the resignation of Debbie Terry 
for health reason. 

Douglas emphasized that the only requirement 
for membership is an interest in helping handi

. capped students; one does not have to be handi
capped to belong to the club. 

The repeated malfunctions of the elevators in 
the Leaming Resources Center are of special inter
est to the group. Another area of interest is the steep
ness of the wheelchair ramps. They are too steep. 

For information call Douglas or Crews at ( 409) 
938-1211 or (281) 280-3991, Ext. 470. 
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Renaissance festival: 
food, fun fit for a king 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Staff Reporter 

For most people, the word "renaissance" means a his
toric period in the 1500s when scholars revived an inter
est in classic Latin and Greek literature, and Europe saw 
huge creative progress in the arts and sciences. For the 
people of Texas, however, renaissance means Festival. 

Since 1974 the Texas Renaissanc;e Festival has been 
entertaining the public every fall with a feast of imagina
tive fun and food. For seven weekends during October 
and November, the Festival allows visitors to step back 
in time to an age of jesters, jugglers and kings--Texas style. 

Robin Troy, marketing representative for the Texas 
Renaissance Festival told how it all started. 

"This land used to be a strip mining s.ite," she said. 
''The Festival's founder, George Coulam, was looking for 
a location in the South after his success with the Minne
sota Renaissance Festival. He not only reclaimed the land 
and improved it with landscaping, but turned it into the 
biggeSt rena~ce festival in the country." 

Coulam, an environmental designer by training, 
started out working as a stained glass artist on the renais
sance fair circuit, but he had bigger ideas. 

"I thought that Houston had the best potential of any 
place in the country for a festival to succeed," said Coulam, 
according to a Festival press release. 

He was right. That inaugural year, 33,000 people 
turned up to see what the Festival was about; 22 years 
later, 300,000 visitors flood into the tiny hamlet of Todd 
Mission near Plantersville to experience what has grown 

into a 50-acre historical theme park. 
The site features a 15-acre, 16th century English vil

lage, with 250 pennanent structures including shops, tav
erns and theaters, built in the style of the era. 

A resident blacksmith, glassblower and Royal Fal
coner give demonstrations of their traditional skills, and 
a working replica of the world's first printing press prints 
the Festival's Ye Olde News. 

The Festival takes place fain or shine, but after the 
drenching rains in 1984, when 11 of the 12 festival days 
were rained on, cobblestone walkways were built to avoid 
the mud. Tn 1991 the Royal Coin Mint was opened. This 
working mint demonstrates the production of 16th cen
tury coins. Chariot races and jousting take place on the 
tounament field, where benches on a grassy bank provide 
seating for spectators to cheer for their favorite· knight. 

Since 1992 a professional perfonnance company, 
trained in period dance, stage combat, and the customs 
and manners of the era has provided appropriate enter
tainment throughout the site. More than 500 costumed 
performers-jugglers, minstrels, story te1lers, dancers and 
magicians amuse visitors, not only in structu~ perfor
mances on the Festival's 11 stages but on the streets, in 
impromptu displays to passing crowds. 

Bruno Liebich, 70, on vacation from England and 
first-time visitor to the Festival, said: "I recommend it to 
anyone. It's very we!l carried out. very amusing for chil
dren and families, and it is also educational. The jousting 
was my favorite part, everyone played their parts very 
well and the costumes were very authentic. 

"There is nothing as big as that in Europe. I wouldn't 
have dreamtl'd see this in Texai,," he said. 

Many festival goers dress ir1 period costume to add to 
the experience of a simpler age. Dressed entirely in metal 
chainmail, Julie Rodriguez, an agricultural science stu
dent at T;xasA&M University, and her fiance Heath Ray, 
an A&M campus police: officer, looked dressed to kill. 

The Festival village includes a marketplace offering 
handmade wares and exotic crafts. A sumptious choice of 
handcrafted candles, soaps, glass, pottery, jewelry and 
Renaissance-style clothing is on offer, even swords, leather 
and armor for those who really want to enter the spirit. 
Shopkeepers wear period costume in keeping with the at-

~ Festival ~age 5 
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Morning's humor 
tickles theater buffs 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporter 

If it were possible to take a theoretical theatrical pot 
and put into it a cleverly written play, drop in some home
spun humor, mix in a talented cast, add effective staging, 
blend in excellent direction, Voila! The result would be a 
fine mixture of theatrical enjoyment, Morning's at Seven. 

Paul Osborn's Morning Sis the second offering in the 
25th anniversary season at the College of the Mainland 
popular Arena Theatre. 

The three act play, originally titled Summer Solstice, 
was first presented in November 1939 at the Longacre 
Theater in New York. Mornings at Seven is probably not 
as well known as Osborn's adaptation of On Borrowed 
Time and The World of Susie Wong, both becoming popu
lar motion pictures in past years. 

Morning's at Seven is set in two backyards in a 
small Midwestern town in 1924, and provides the audi
ence with an appealing "over the backyard fence" look 
into a neighbor's yard and into the trials and tribulations 
in the lives of the Boltons, the Cramptons, et al. 

Director Mark A. Adams does a fine job of bringing 
the production together, molding it into an easily accept
able mix of family personalities, reminding us undoubtly 
of members of our own families. This, of course, would 
be impossible without the expert interpretation of cast 
members bringing their characters to life. 

In this happy comedy, the actors are called upon to 
portray folks all past middle age, except for the "young" 
lovers, who tum out to be 38 and 40 respectively. Impres
sive performances are turned in by Bill Low as Theodore 
and Shirley Wettling as his wife Cora. The other sisters, 
Aaronetta, I~a and Esther are convincingly portrayed by 
Phyllis Dorflinger, Joecile C. Harlow and Faye 
Woodworth. in that order. 

The absorbing love inte'rest (<lnd conflict) involves 
wimpy Homer and an effervescent Myrtle, effectively 
played by Rod Todd and Becky Jones. 
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Family tensions abound in an emotional scene from COM Arena Theatre's curnnt production of Paul Osborn's 
play, Morning's at Snien. From left, Carl Bolton (Sid Addis) has a moment of angst as his son Homer (Rod Todd) 
reacts with anger and his wife Ida (Joeciie C. Marlow) looks concerned. (Photo courtesy of theater department) 

Special credit should be given to Tom King for his 
credible set which presents an authentic small town coun
try street scene. The setting features two accurately de
tailed houses actually buiJt on stage to ,scale. The porches 
and entrance doors of these houses form realistic props 
which allow the actors to make their meaningful and ef
fective stage movements. 

The rest of the production staff add to the total effort, 
with '20s costumes by Mary Louise Daniels -and natural
looking outdoor lighling provided by Kelly Babb. Sound 
and stage managing di Ores are-ablfhandled by llOy Alanis 
and Dolly Fischer. 

Altogether an entertaining evening of theater, 

Morning's audience were overheared saying, "Wasn't that 
good; simply delightful; cute," as they made their exit 
from the Fine Arts Building after the performance. 

The title of Osborn's play comes from a line in a Rob
ert Browning poem that ends with "God's in His heaven
-All's right with the world." In looking back on all the 
amiably resolved happenings in the play , this seems to 
be an apropos selection for the name of this charming 
theatrical presentation. 

Morning's at Seven can be seen at COM'sArena The
atre through Nov. 17. Information· regarding limes and 
ticket prices can be obtained by calling the box office at 
(40</) 938-1211 or (281) 280-3991, Ext. 345. 

Bethany Pheneger juggles dual roles at COM 
By RICHARD DAVIS 
Special to the lnte.COM 

Often students entering the Humanities Team office 
are too busy looking for an instructor or a mailbox to pay 

Bethany Pheneger, at her desk in the reception area of 
Suite B in the Learning Resources Center, bas been 
the program assistant with the Humanities Team since 
early summer. ,_ (Ph1~~,h,Y ,Bil1 Glenn)., 

•• 

• 

much attention to the person facing them behind the desk. 
They do, however, appreciate her comforting smile and 
courteous aid and may even notice the white letter~d. blue 
nameplate that reads "Bethany Pheneger." 

Likewise, the audiences at the Arena Theatre seldom 
notice-the people behind the scenes. They watch the pro
ductions intently, standing and applauding at the curtain 
calls, and they may, on occasion, look far enough down 
the program to see the title of stage manager. Ironically, 
the name that often follows that title is "Bethany 

· Pheneger." 
For the past six years Pheneger has worked by day in 

a College of the Mainland office in one capacity or an
other, and for roughly the past nine years she has worked 
by night backstage in the COM theater. 

In her daytime capacity at COM she was first secre
tary and then a program assistant with the Nursing Team: 
Now, since the end of summer, she is the pennanent pro
gram assistant of the Humanities Team. 

Pheneger came to work with the Humanities Team 
on a temporary basis in the early summer. 

"Due to some of the early retirements on campus and 
some reorganization in the support staff, a number of 
people have been given the opportunity to change their 
jobs or locations," Pheneger said . 

When the Humanities Team advertised to fill posi
tion on a permanent basis, Pheneger was chosen from 
among several applicants for the position; 

While still working with the Humanities Team on a 
temporary bB.sis s~e said: "I really enjoy this office a lot. 
J have· a lot in common with the people who are in this 
suite. There are movie lovers, cooks and mystery lovers, 
so I'm just in heaven." 

She feel:' strongly that COM a,n_d i;,t~.~-r ju0;ior1 CQJ·,~, 

• 

• 

leges are an important pan of the educational system and 
describes COM as a wonderful place to work. 

"The bfggest benefit of my job comes when I can 
help students who come into the office. I like to think that 
in some way I help them with their education." 

However, Pheneger's day at COM doesn't always end 
when she leaves her desk. 

OccasionaJly, her day turns into night when she works 
as Arena Theatre stage manager. In the past nine years, 
she has worked on COM theater productions, such as 
Biloxi Bltles, 42nd Street, Don't Drink the Water and The 
Grapes of Wrath. She even had a small role in Inherit the 
Wind that she described as "a lark." 

"I've always had an interest in theater," she said. "I 
used to do it in high school, and I was a theater major in 
college. Then I kind of let it go for years and years. 

"Actually, Alex (her daughter) was in a show (Bye, 
Bye Birdie, 1988) and I was backstage with her every 
night. Eventually, they asked me if I'd stage manage the' 
show after that one." 

However, she has shared more than dramas and com
edies with this stage. For her, it bears a special meaning. 
On this stage, she married CO M's resident lighting direc
tor, Kelly Babb. 

" We had known each other (through the theater) for 
a number of years, but after we dated and decided 'to get 
married, we thought what more appropriate place than
the theater." 

As if having that much of her time devoted to educa
tion were not enough, Pheneger remains a college stu
dent as she continues to work steadily toward a degree. 
"My advice to students is 'Follow through and get your 
college education.' Because, one class at a time, I'm still 

pursui~ th~t. ~o~l ~d it's.:wort~ ~t;" 
. ' ' '' '.. . . . . .. . ' . 
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Campus Life/Entertainment 

Citizenship class graduates honored 

Otiunsbip course instructor Bob Shinn presents 
COM employee Hilda Joaes with a certlftcate of 
reoognition for completing the class. Friday, Oct. 
11, was designated Red, White and Blue Day to 
honor the citizenship graduates. A reception 
followed the ceremony. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

By ANNA LAUZON 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland designated Friday, Oct. 
11, Red, White and Blue Day. Ten students gradual· 
ing from COM's Continuing Education citizenship 
class were recognized. Refreshments followed the cer
emony in the reception area of the Administration 
Building. 

Citizenship instructor Bob Shinn presented each 
graduate with a certificate of recognition: Eva Neinas, 
from the president's office and Alice Whistler, from 
Human Resources, pinned a red, white and blue rib
bon with an American eagle emblem on each recipi
ent. 

Shinn, retired director of Continuing Aducation 
and Community Services, explained that the 15-hOur 
course covers the history of the United States, as well 
as the government and how it operates. 

"The graduates will go to the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service in Houston for an interview" 
Shinn said. Each person must demonstrate the abili;y 
to read, write and understand English. After the appli
cants answer 10 to 12 questions about the history an4 
government of the United States, they recite the oath 
of allegiance. 

The 10 graduates, honored, represent seven dif
fer_ent countries: Guatemala, El Salvador, Mexico, New 

Zealand, Wales, Costa Rica, and Yugoslavia. 
Two of the graduates, Hilda Jones and Oscar 

Hernandez, work at COM. 
Jones, from Guatemala, wOrks as a secretary in 

Financial Services. She also teaches beginning, inter
mediate and advanced Spanish classes through the 
COM Continuing Education program. 

Jones has lived in the United States for 27 years 
and has worked at COM for 10. For Jones, "peace of 
mind and security" were two important reasons for fi
nally obtaining her U.S. citizenship. 

"It will take from six months to two years to get 
an interview with the govemipent," Jones said. Though 
she will not be eligible to vote in the 1996 presidential 
election, she will be prepared for the year 2600. 

Hernandez, from El Salvador, works in Grounds 
Maintenance. He has lived in the United States 15 years 
and has worked at COM for four. 

Hernandez lives in Galveston with his wife and 
two children. Another daughter still resides in El Sal
vador. Her name is on the immigration list to enter the 
United States, but her visa number won't come up for 
at least another year. · 

"I have everything here except for my daughter," 
Hernandez said. He will take his citizenship test Oct. 
29. "Once I'm a citizen, it will take 30 days to bring 
her over," he said with a smile. 

The Continuing Education class, taught in Engfosh, 
prepares individuals for the Naturalization Examina
tion for U.S. citizenship. It is offered free of charge 
when 10 people can be assembled in one location. 

For more infonnation call (409) 938-1211 or{281) 
280-3991, Ex. 294. 

Eva Neinas, from the president's office, pins an 
American eagle emblem on Oscar Hernandez, a 
COM employee who successfully completed the 
citizenship course taught by instructor Bob Shinn. 

(Photo by Jim Higgins) 

IMAX dives deep 
to revisit Titanic 
By LORlELLE BLACKWELL and 
MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporters 

"All ashore ... going ashore!" was the call when the 
Titanic began its maiden voyage from England to America. 

The world's most famous ship .disaster, the sinking 
of the Titanic, is dramatically depicted in Titanica, the 
newest Wortham IMAX Theatre film at Houston Museum 
of Natural Science. 

The giant•screen, 40-minute film recounts the tragic 
events of the night of April 14 and 15, 1912, when the 
Titanic, billed as an unsinkable ship, hit a massive ice
berg sending 1,502 passengers to .a watery grave in the 
Atlantic 375 miles southeast of Newfoundland. Due to a 
shortage of lifeboats only 800 passengers, mostly women 
and children, survived as the ship sunk beneath the icy 
Atlantic. 

Serving as a reminder of the tragedy that downed the 
lar&est luxury liner of that day, TUanica takes the audi
ence 2 1/2 miles below the surface of the Atlantic, where 
they can view the unbroken dinner plates and passengers' 
shoes that lie undisturbed in mute rememberance of that 
evening of confusion, terror and death. 

Interviewed in the film, Eva Hart, a Titanic survi
vor, recalls that terrible night when at the age of 7 her 
father placed. her in one of the Titanic's few lifeboats, 
thereby ensuring her safety. 

"I asked for my teddy bear," she says in Titanica. 
"We (her mother and she) thOught my father was coming, 
but he leaned over the edge of the lifeboat and said, 'Be a 
good girl, hold Mummy's hand .... 'I was calm until I 
saw the ship sinking and heard the people screaming." 

Hart's father .perished with the ship. Hart, whose 
teddy bear was not retrieved, died in February at 91 after 
the film was completed. 

The makers of this epic film used two submersibles. 
MIR I and MIR II. Each held a crew of three in a cabin 
only 6 1/2 feet by 5 feet. 

The submersibles traveled an average of 18 hours per 
day along the Atlantic floor to film in vivid detail the re
mains of history's worst shipwreck. 

This enterprise was not without its own dangers b~
cause pressure at that depth was so great that a pinpoint 
hole in a submersible could generate a jet of water pow
erful enough to cut a person in two. 

Titanica sets sail Mondays though Saturdays at 10 
a.m., noon, 4, 6, 7, and 8 p.m., with an additional 10 p.m. 
showing on Fridays and Saturdays. Sunday showings are 
noon, 2, 4, 6, 7 and 8 p.m. 

Boarding passes fot Titanica are $5 .50 for adults; 
$3.50 for children 3-11 and for seniors 62 and older. Mu
seum members receive $3 off additional tickets. 

For ticket information call (713) 639-IMAX (4629). 

Variety emphasis of Arena Theatre's 25th season 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Slaff Reporter 

The house lights go out, the stage lights come on~ the 
curtain is raised and the annual holiday favorite, Dickens' 
A Christmas Carol comes to life once agai,n Dec. 5-15 on 
the College of the Mainland Arena theatre stage. 

But wait just one minute! The setting isn't London, 
it's Chicago. Looking at the program we see that we are 
in for other supriscs. Bob Cratch it is a single black mother, 
and Scrooge is cast as a woman. 

All of these innovative changes to the popular sea
sonal theater piece can be placed in the capable hands of 
Jack Westin, theater coordinator of the Biggest Li'l The
atre in Texas for the past 24 years. 

This year marks the College of the Mainland Arena 
Theatre's 25th season, and by way of celebration, Weia:tin 

• 

• 

announced an outstanding collection of people-pleasing 
offerings composed of two Southwest Area PTcmieres, 
three comedies, a comedy/drama, a musical and a drama. 

The Southwest Premiere of Harold Pinter's The Hot
house, kicked off the season, playing to a packed house. 

This was followed by Paul Osborns's comedy, 
Mornini'.s at Seven, which closes Nov. 17. This attrac
tion will present a charming portrait of small-town 
America in the 1920s, where romance is heavy in the air. 
Mark A. Adams directs the play which contains delight
ful characters in love, not withstanding the fact that they 
are somewhat older than one usually expects. 

The special adaptation of A Christmas Carol follows 
Morning's. This innovative and original production fea
tures a large cast of 51 actors and promises to he a com
plete departure from the more familiar seasonal produc-
tion bf the Dickens' pfay: . 

I 

The 25th anniversary schedule continues with popu
lar playwright Neil Simon's newest comedy, laughter on 
the 23rd Floor, wbicll plays Jan. 30 through Feb. 23. Com
pleting the 1996-97 drama season will be Kaufman and 
Hart's o,;,;e in a Lifetime, followed by a SouthwCst Pre-
miere to be announced. · 

Ringing down the curtain on this season's bi11 of fare 
will be Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tlffi Rice's popular hit 
musical, £ ,vita, scheduled for presentation on the Univer
sity of Houston-Clear Lake Bayou Theatre stage. 

. How did Westin choose the plays? "We try for vari
ety; we want the meat, the vegetables, the salad and the 
desert; we need a wide range of theatrical offerings." 

In order to partake of what promises to be the mother 
of all of CQM's Arena Theatre seasons, theatergoers may 
call the box office for information and ticket prices at ( 409) 
938-1211 or (281) 280-3991, Ext. 345 

' 

Festival, time of 
merriment, feasting 
Continued from Page 4----------
mosphere, address customers as "My Lord,'' or "My Lady" 
and ask for payment in pounds. 

In the Sherwood Forest area, diversions range from 
elephant, camel and llama rides, ax- and knife-throwing 
games, to the Renaissance version of dunk the teacher, 
"Drench a Wench." 

Among t~e shady pines nestles a group of brightly 
painted gypsy caravans housing .the fortunetellers, palm 
and tarot card readers and astrologers offer to predict the 
future for a mere 10 poundS. Leonard Caron, who built 
his gypsy caravan himself, is in his third year as a psy
chic at the Festival but has been a participant for 18 years. 
"My family runs a trucking company to pay the bills, but 
this is the real me, here," Caron explained. 

' In the quiet of the forest, human-sized "fairies" sat 
on the leafy ground and created colored handprint pic
tures for the children who surrounded them, mesmerized 
by their butterfly wings. Fairy artists Ahrianne and Luna 
are Nancy Lovell, a legal secretary in ,-..ouston and Darcy 
Smith, a painter and jeweler. Both communicated only 
with fairy chirps and hand signs; they had left their hu
man language with their street clothes. 

The costumed entertainers remain totally in charac
ter, which gives the visitor the impression of stepping into 
.a world where everyday activities and dramas create a 
believable reality. The village matchmaker, Valentina 
Amoura, would only speak of herself in rhyme and gave 
the following as her job description: "Bachelors and spin
sters she deplora, matches of the heart she truly adora." 
Dressed in a blood red velvet dress adorned with pearls 
and gold braid, Amoura offered advice on matters of love 
and divulged that her alter ego is called Deb Schnitzer, an 
actress and make-up artist in her "other" life. 

Adding to the feast for the senses, a cornucopia of 
exotic fOO<l$ tempts festivalgoers. Authentic European spe
cialities, sold by more than 50 vendors around the site 
offer a taste of ethnic delights. The Black Forest Inn of
fers German sausage, wild boar, sauerkraut and apple stru
del. Other regional dishes include English fish and chips, 
Cajun fried alligator, Polish Kielbasa sausage, Greek gyro 
sandwiches, grilled emu and sizzling steak on a stake. 

If the food and fun work up a thirst, domestic and 
European beers are on tap, along with spiced apple cider, 
mead wine and frozen drinks in coconut shells. And if 
you run out of money watch out for signs to Ye OJdeATM. 

For a really royal dining experience, the Feast of the 
Beefeaters is held twice daily in the King's Arms Hall. 
This seven course banquet features gourmet food and drink 
and a two hour stage show of music and comedy to enter
tain revellers. A souvenir pewter goblet and admission to 
the Festival is included in the $69 ticket price, but reser
vations must be made ahead of time. 

"It's a lot of area to cover; make sure you get a map!" 
said Reggie Gutierrez, 38, of Dickinson. "It's very well 
presented, very entertaining and there is all sorts of good 
food. It's my fifth time, and it's different each year." 

The Texas Renaissance Festival, located on FM 1774 
between Plantersville and Magnolia, is open Saturdays 
and Sundays through Nov. 17, 9 a.m. to dusk. Tickets are 
$14.95 for adults, $6.95 for children ages 5-12 and ad
mission is free for ages 4 and under. Discount tickets are 
available at all H-E-B Pantry Foods Stores. For an outlet 
in your area or further information, call 1-800-458-3435. 

October issue correction 
The aitline accompanying a picture of Profes

sor Joyce White on Page 4 in the October issue of 
InterCOM misidentified the students with her. The 
cutline should have read: Professor Joyce White 
(center) shows students Amy Constantine (right) and 
Jeannette Kowis (left) the fine points of getting on 
the Internet. lnterCOM accidentally transposed the 
two COM students in the original cutline. We apolo
gize for the error. 

• 
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COM Child Developmeat Lab was receatly recertified for another three years. Lab personnel (from left) an, Olla 
Bell, Kay Magee, Bonnie Mitchell, Anne Wilcox, Dr. Katie Butler, Angela Robinson, Marcela Clark and Laura 
Higgins. Eli2abeth Plasek is not pictured. 

COM lab offers quality day care 
ByMARCEDOO 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland Child Development Lab was 
recently recertified for another three years by.the National 
Academy of Ear1y Childhood Programs. 

In 1987 the lab became "one of the first of 250 cen
ters in the U.S. to be nationally accredited," said Dr. Katie 
Best Butler, Child Development Lab director. The ac.cred
iting agency is a division of the National Association for 
the l!ducallon of Young alildml. -

The COM Lab offers an educational and caring envi
ronment in which parents can leave their children while 
attending clas.,es or going to work. 

Mothers and fathers need to _look at various aspects 
of the COM Child Development Lab before they enter 
their children into a program. First, parents need to see 
the facility and look at the different rooms and the inside 
and outside playing areas, so they can see how the rooms 
are set up and how the facility is ran. Children have a 
schedule and attend classes while they are at the lab; there
fore, parents need to realize that their children are r,equired, 
as a part of the program, to go to the center 4 1/2 days out 
of the week, Dr. Butler explained. The children cannot be 
"dropped" by, they have to be in class on a regular basis. 

The center takes children from 6 weeks old to pre
kindergarten. However, there is a waiting list. Parents will 
be asked to 'fill out a half-page application fonn, which 
asks for the parent's naine, the child's name, telephone 
numbers and whether the parent is a COM student or COM 
employee. The lab tries to keep the fonns up to date and .. 

requires them to be renewed each semester. 
Dr. Butler considers the age of the child when she is 

filling an open space in the Jab. Another consideration is 
whether the child is a student's child because Dr. Butler 
wants to "support the student as much as possible." She 
also likes to keep a mixture of COM students' children, 
COM employees' childl"en and community children. 

The Child Development Lab sponsors two events for 
the children each year. The first is trick or treating around 
campus on Halloween. The second is a celebration of the 
"Week-of the Young Child" held in April. This event in· 
eludes a parade of the children around campus. 

In addition the lab tries to have pictures made of the 
children each year. 

Last year the lab gathered all of the children, even 
the babies, to go Christmas caroling in various offices 
around campus. The children might do that again this year, 
Dr. Butler said. 

The Lab's six teachers are Bonnie Mitchell, Anne 
Wilcox, Angela Robinson, Marcela Clark, Laura Higgins 
and Elizabeth Plasek. The lab also employs ·a secretary, 
Kay Magee; a cook, Olla Bell; a graduate intern, Jan 
Dollinter; and a volunteer, Bonnie Rawls. 

The Lab also is a place where child development 
majors can see a high-quality setting for child instruc
tion, Dr. Butler said. 

The «nter is open Mondays through Thursdays 7:45 
a.m.-5 p.m. and Fridays 7:45 a.m.-noon. Children need to 
be at the Labat least from 9 a.m.-3p.m. The Child Devel· 
opment Lab may be roached at (409) 938-1311 or (281) 
280-3991, Ext. 390. 

Thanksgiving lost in Christmas rush 

I'm not the Grinch, but I'm beginning to hate 
Christmas. Don't get me wrong, I love V(hat Christmas 
stands for, but I'm sick of hearing Christmas carols and 
seeing Christmas trees Jong before the Thanksgiving 
turkey has been cooked. Thanksgiving is seldom 
mentioned. 

Starting even before Halloween, Christmas decora
tions, animated Santas and stockings were displayed 
with care in hopes that shoppers would soon be there. 

Thanksgiving used to be a time when we reflected 

• 

• 

• 

on our blessings. It started when the Pilgrims survived 
their hardships and thanked God for his providence. 

Thanksgiving is overlooked because there is 
nothing of commercial value that provides the sizable 
profits large compani~ seek. Stores skip Thanksgiving 
and deck the aisles with Christmas merchandise: 'Tis the 
season for advertising. 

I know Dasher and Dancer and Prancer and Vixen, 
but am I the only one who recalls what Christmas stands 
for? 

I'm not really the Grinch. I'm so~eone who hates 
seeing Thanksgiving overlooked and Christmas over
advertised. Just M Thanksgiving is being forgotten, I 
believe that the true meaning of Christmas is forgot
tell-huried under tons of merchandising. 

l 'm sick of seeing Merry Xmas. l will put Christ 
into Christmas---it's his birthday. As for the overflow of 
Chrisbnas merchandise, bah! humbug! to it all. 

• 
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Maintenance Team cleans up pool 
By JULIAN RIANO with JOSE GALVAN 
Staff Reporters 

Frustrated students were turned away by a sign an
nouncing the College of the Mainland pool was closed in 
early September. Many of them were in water aerobics 
classes or wanting to lake a swim in the pool. 

The pool, which is located in the rear of the gym, 
was closed for a week while major repairs were being 
made, said Ernest Messinger, COM Maintenance Team 
member. 

Repairs on the pool had begun in earnest in March 
with the replacement of the chlorine system with a bro
mine system which reduces chlorine contamination. 

"Chlorine is so strong that it will eat the paint off the 
walls," Messinger said. The root of the problem was in 
the 12-foot pit in the mechanical room where the pump
ing system is located. 

The valve on the skimmer for the L-shaped, 158,000 
gallon pool was clogged and rusted, preventing it from 

working. The pool water return valve had rusted and had 
fallen off and was lying on the bottom of the pit. 

Most of the iron pipes in the pit were replaced with 
plastic PVC pipe because they are more cost effective. 
Messinger added, "It costs less to put them (PVC pipes) 
in and maintain them." 

The team effort was lead by Maintenance Team mem
. bers Amos Robinson and Messinger. However, Messinger 

stressed, "Everyone on the team had input in the final 
decision to go ahead with repairs; it was a team decision." 

Other team members are Travis Burke, Nick Canton, 
Joe Fiesel, Larry French, Willie Polsek and Vic.tor Russo. 

"It was murky," Messinger said about the pool wa
ter. "It was sudsy, and when I say sudsy, I mean it looked 
like dirty bubble bath suds that were brown. Now it's (the 
pool water) crystal clear with a pale green tint. 

"The key to good water is clarity," Messinger con
tinued. "The flow is now much better. Before we had a 
film on the water that looked like a light oil sheen, the 
reason being that the skimmer wasn't working. Now its 
clear top and bottom." 

Messinger said he studied the blueprints of the pool 
and realized that the problem was in the system and not 
in the water treatment. 

Another problem that the team discovered was that 
the filtration system was obsolete. The filter problem has 
not yet been fixed, but Messinger said the college is in 
the process of accepting bids. Replacement of the old sys
tem will take place during Christmas break. 

• 

The GCIC Sports 
Day volleyball team 
memben (from left) 
are Thang Nguyen, 
Roxie Sittig, Brian 

Alexander, Stephen 
Craig, Anton 

Mitchell, Sessalie 
Premo, Yolanda 

Bellard and Katt 
Houston (sitting). 

The volleyball team 
won third place. 
The Sports Day 

tourney was held at 
San Jacinto College 
(Central Campus). 

(Photo by Maryann 
Urick) 

Ernest Messinger, 1 member of the maintenance 
team, indicates the new bromine system recently 
installed at the indoor swimming pool in the back 
of the COM gym. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Above are the corroded pipes and valves that 
were removed from the 12-foot pit ~n the pool's 
mechanical room. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

...I 

With the new filtration system, water turnover will 
more than double, Messinger said. 

Robinson and Messinger are the only licensed pool 
operators on the Maintenance Team. The license is issued 
by the Galveston County Health District. Every year the 
COM pool, classified as a public pool, has to be relicensed, 
and the operators .need to be relicensed every two years. 

• 
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The GCIC Bowling Sports Day men's, women's and co-ed team members are (from top left) TI!fany Walker, co-ed; Vanessa 
Emmitte, women's; Stewart Cohn, men's; Brenda Vargo, women's; Melvin Hudnall,·men's; Fred Gallaway~ co-ed; David 
Gallaway, co-fll; (from bottom right) David Sanchez, men's; Wendell Ferguson, men's; Kimberly Hobbs, women's; Rena 
Morris, women's. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Students place in GCIC Bowling Sports Day 
By JULIAN RIANO 
Staff Reporter 

A group of College of the Mainland students participated in 
the Bowling Sports Day hosted by Kingwood College atArmadilla 
Lanes on Fuqua Drive off Interstate 45 Nov. 6, 

In the Women's and Men's Team events, COM placed sec
ond with 1,454 and 1,904 pins respectively. Overall, COM placed 
third with 4,208 pin:; scored. ~ 

COM student Rena Morris placed third in the Women's High 
Series with 477 pins. Morris and COM student Kimberly Hobbs 

took third in t~e Women's Doubles with 850 total pins. 
In the Mefs Doubles COM students Stewart Kohn and 

David Sanchez won third with 1,095 total pins. 
"I think this is one of the best records College of the Main

land has ever had," said Maryann Urick, coordinator of Rec
reational Programs. 

The COM Women's Team members were Vanessa 
Emmitte, Hobbs, Morris and Brenda Vargo. COM Men's Team 
members were Melvin Hudnall, Sanchez, Kohn and Wendell 
Ferguson. The COM. Co-ed Team members were Fred Gallo
way, David Galloway and Tiffany Walker. 

The COM softball team, the COM Power Ducks, competed in the GCIC tournament Oct. 24. Team members include 
(from left) David Coburn, Lan Colson, Chris Driver, Joe Cortez, Chris Dupre, Kari Gould, Chris Bourge, Steve 
Thompson, Rena Morris, Joe Collins, Katie Fowler, Mike Brown and Wendall Ferguson. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 
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Lambert living example of yoga benefits 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Staff Reporter 

Billie Lambert has a good reason to be teaching yoga; 
it transformed her life. 

Now a grandmother, Lambert remembers when her 
appendix ruptured in her teens leaving her in a coma for a 
month. A surgical nurse friend of her mother's suggested 
Lambert go for some exercises to recuperate. Lambert 
went to what turned out to be a guru in Beaumont. 

"It was this enormous room," she recalled. "It had 
one candle in the middle of it, and there was this man 
with what looked like a diaper on his head, and another· 
one on his body." 

Lambert learned a valuable lesson from the guru. He 
told her: "Like yourself for who you are, and what you 
are." Lambert explained, at the time she really didn't like 
herself. "I come from a family of very short people and 1 
was very tall." 

Lambert's self-confidence and strength grew through 
yoga. "It changed my way of thinking," she said. "You 
cannot change how tall you are, but you can try to do 
better in everything you do in this world, and you can 
start by liking yourself." 

Lambert was so enthused 
by yog~, she went on to teach it. 
She has been holding classes at 
the College of the Mainland for 
27 years, where she also worked 
as a librarian. She has both a 
business and a computer science 
degree and also is a certified 
hand and foot therapist. She 
holds workshops on stress re
duction, massage and nutrition. 

"I love the Interaction with 
my students," Lambert said of 
her classes. "When they first 
come, they are so limited and 
dependent, and after awhile they 
find they're getting flexible, and 
they tell me, 'You know, I'm a 
very independent person now!'" 

"Some are actually suicidal," Lambert said. "I tell 
them to go home and look in the mirror, and say 'I like 
you, you are special, Jet's work together and get through 
this."' Lambert believes that people have to think posi
tively, and then improvements will follow. 

Lambert also has an interest in herbs and natural rem- · 
edies which developed from her family background. "We 
didn't go to the drugstore and buy medicine," she recalled. 
"We pretty well used everything that was natural." 

Lambert, of Texas City, visibly glowed with pride 
when talking about her three grandchildren. The oldest 
granddaughter graduated from Texas A&M last year, and 
is an executive at a bank in Houston. The youngest grand
daughter has a room. full of basebafl trophies and her 
grandson played volleyball in the '96 Junior Olympics. 

For leisure, Lambert makes porcelain dolls and paints 
portraits onto china plates. She is a keen seamstress and 
produces needlework to be sold at charity auctions. 

In regard to her teaching, Lambert believes that "if 
God gave you a talent, and if you have knowledge, then 
Jet's share it and let others receive the same benefits." 

Lambert's students have a lot to thank that old guru 
in Beaumont for .. 

. . J 

Many ilttend her classes be
cause they have recently lost a 
loved one, or they may be recov
ering from a drug addiction or a 
car wreck. 

Billie Lambert, COM yoga instructor and grandmother, demonstrates a cobra 
position. Yoga classes for all levels are held several limes a week io Room P-112 
in the COM Physical Education Building, (Photo by Rosalind Manha.II) 

Colleges vie for Sports Day places 
By ERIC SLOCUMB 
Staff Reporter 

Two teams representing College of the Mainland, 
placed at the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Fall 
Sports Day hosted by San Jacinto College (Central Cam
pus) Oct. 24. 

COM's volleyball team took third place while the 
wemen 's basketball team came in fourth. 

San Jacinto North won first plaCe in women's bas
ketball, followed by San Jacinto Central in second, North 
Harris in third and COM in fourth. 

Houston Community College took first place in vol
leyball by defeating second place recipient BrazoSport. 
COM was in third place followed by SJC North taking 
fourth. 

COM volleyball Players were Roxie Sittig, Sessalie 
Premo, Yolanda Bellard and Katt Houston. 

COM basketball players were Heather Pena, Yolanda 
Raymond, Monica Bernandich, Latisha Woodking and 
Penny Childers. Colleges attending Sports Day were 
Houston Community, Brazosport, COM, San Jacinto 
North, South and Central campuses, Galveston, 
Kingwood, Tomball, North Harris Community, Wharton 
Community and Lee . 

Sporting events included: volleyball, basketball, soft
ball, racquetball, golf, table tennis, billiards and tennis. 

Butch Sutton, director of Recreational 'sports at San 
Jacinto College, said: "It (Sports Day) went really well. 
We had a great turnout, but we had to cut short the soft
ball and tennis competition because of the rain." Due to 
the weather, first and third place tir.s were awarded to 
competing S?ftball and te~pis teams. 

Free camera cleaning 
Houston Camera Repair Clear Lake will have 

a Free Clean and Check Clinic Saturday, Nov. 23, 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Technicians will be on site 
to clean and adjust your cameras. 

This will get your camera ready for all those 
special moments, such as holidays, family gather
ings and your offspring's big athletic plays. 

Cameras may not be left for the free cleaning 
on any other day. Houston Camera Repair is at 
16912 Highway 3, between Bay Area and Medical 
Center boulevards in the Park Plaza II strip center 
and may be reached at (281) 332-2400. 
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Campus Life/Entertainment 

Citizenship class graduates honored 

Otiunsbip course instructor Bob Shinn presents 
COM employee Hilda Joaes with a certlftcate of 
reoognition for completing the class. Friday, Oct. 
11, was designated Red, White and Blue Day to 
honor the citizenship graduates. A reception 
followed the ceremony. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

By ANNA LAUZON 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland designated Friday, Oct. 
11, Red, White and Blue Day. Ten students gradual· 
ing from COM's Continuing Education citizenship 
class were recognized. Refreshments followed the cer
emony in the reception area of the Administration 
Building. 

Citizenship instructor Bob Shinn presented each 
graduate with a certificate of recognition: Eva Neinas, 
from the president's office and Alice Whistler, from 
Human Resources, pinned a red, white and blue rib
bon with an American eagle emblem on each recipi
ent. 

Shinn, retired director of Continuing Aducation 
and Community Services, explained that the 15-hOur 
course covers the history of the United States, as well 
as the government and how it operates. 

"The graduates will go to the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service in Houston for an interview" 
Shinn said. Each person must demonstrate the abili;y 
to read, write and understand English. After the appli
cants answer 10 to 12 questions about the history an4 
government of the United States, they recite the oath 
of allegiance. 

The 10 graduates, honored, represent seven dif
fer_ent countries: Guatemala, El Salvador, Mexico, New 

Zealand, Wales, Costa Rica, and Yugoslavia. 
Two of the graduates, Hilda Jones and Oscar 

Hernandez, work at COM. 
Jones, from Guatemala, wOrks as a secretary in 

Financial Services. She also teaches beginning, inter
mediate and advanced Spanish classes through the 
COM Continuing Education program. 

Jones has lived in the United States for 27 years 
and has worked at COM for 10. For Jones, "peace of 
mind and security" were two important reasons for fi
nally obtaining her U.S. citizenship. 

"It will take from six months to two years to get 
an interview with the govemipent," Jones said. Though 
she will not be eligible to vote in the 1996 presidential 
election, she will be prepared for the year 2600. 

Hernandez, from El Salvador, works in Grounds 
Maintenance. He has lived in the United States 15 years 
and has worked at COM for four. 

Hernandez lives in Galveston with his wife and 
two children. Another daughter still resides in El Sal
vador. Her name is on the immigration list to enter the 
United States, but her visa number won't come up for 
at least another year. · 

"I have everything here except for my daughter," 
Hernandez said. He will take his citizenship test Oct. 
29. "Once I'm a citizen, it will take 30 days to bring 
her over," he said with a smile. 

The Continuing Education class, taught in Engfosh, 
prepares individuals for the Naturalization Examina
tion for U.S. citizenship. It is offered free of charge 
when 10 people can be assembled in one location. 

For more infonnation call (409) 938-1211 or{281) 
280-3991, Ex. 294. 

Eva Neinas, from the president's office, pins an 
American eagle emblem on Oscar Hernandez, a 
COM employee who successfully completed the 
citizenship course taught by instructor Bob Shinn. 

(Photo by Jim Higgins) 

IMAX dives deep 
to revisit Titanic 
By LORlELLE BLACKWELL and 
MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporters 

"All ashore ... going ashore!" was the call when the 
Titanic began its maiden voyage from England to America. 

The world's most famous ship .disaster, the sinking 
of the Titanic, is dramatically depicted in Titanica, the 
newest Wortham IMAX Theatre film at Houston Museum 
of Natural Science. 

The giant•screen, 40-minute film recounts the tragic 
events of the night of April 14 and 15, 1912, when the 
Titanic, billed as an unsinkable ship, hit a massive ice
berg sending 1,502 passengers to .a watery grave in the 
Atlantic 375 miles southeast of Newfoundland. Due to a 
shortage of lifeboats only 800 passengers, mostly women 
and children, survived as the ship sunk beneath the icy 
Atlantic. 

Serving as a reminder of the tragedy that downed the 
lar&est luxury liner of that day, TUanica takes the audi
ence 2 1/2 miles below the surface of the Atlantic, where 
they can view the unbroken dinner plates and passengers' 
shoes that lie undisturbed in mute rememberance of that 
evening of confusion, terror and death. 

Interviewed in the film, Eva Hart, a Titanic survi
vor, recalls that terrible night when at the age of 7 her 
father placed. her in one of the Titanic's few lifeboats, 
thereby ensuring her safety. 

"I asked for my teddy bear," she says in Titanica. 
"We (her mother and she) thOught my father was coming, 
but he leaned over the edge of the lifeboat and said, 'Be a 
good girl, hold Mummy's hand .... 'I was calm until I 
saw the ship sinking and heard the people screaming." 

Hart's father .perished with the ship. Hart, whose 
teddy bear was not retrieved, died in February at 91 after 
the film was completed. 

The makers of this epic film used two submersibles. 
MIR I and MIR II. Each held a crew of three in a cabin 
only 6 1/2 feet by 5 feet. 

The submersibles traveled an average of 18 hours per 
day along the Atlantic floor to film in vivid detail the re
mains of history's worst shipwreck. 

This enterprise was not without its own dangers b~
cause pressure at that depth was so great that a pinpoint 
hole in a submersible could generate a jet of water pow
erful enough to cut a person in two. 

Titanica sets sail Mondays though Saturdays at 10 
a.m., noon, 4, 6, 7, and 8 p.m., with an additional 10 p.m. 
showing on Fridays and Saturdays. Sunday showings are 
noon, 2, 4, 6, 7 and 8 p.m. 

Boarding passes fot Titanica are $5 .50 for adults; 
$3.50 for children 3-11 and for seniors 62 and older. Mu
seum members receive $3 off additional tickets. 

For ticket information call (713) 639-IMAX (4629). 

Variety emphasis of Arena Theatre's 25th season 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Slaff Reporter 

The house lights go out, the stage lights come on~ the 
curtain is raised and the annual holiday favorite, Dickens' 
A Christmas Carol comes to life once agai,n Dec. 5-15 on 
the College of the Mainland Arena theatre stage. 

But wait just one minute! The setting isn't London, 
it's Chicago. Looking at the program we see that we are 
in for other supriscs. Bob Cratch it is a single black mother, 
and Scrooge is cast as a woman. 

All of these innovative changes to the popular sea
sonal theater piece can be placed in the capable hands of 
Jack Westin, theater coordinator of the Biggest Li'l The
atre in Texas for the past 24 years. 

This year marks the College of the Mainland Arena 
Theatre's 25th season, and by way of celebration, Weia:tin 

• 

• 

announced an outstanding collection of people-pleasing 
offerings composed of two Southwest Area PTcmieres, 
three comedies, a comedy/drama, a musical and a drama. 

The Southwest Premiere of Harold Pinter's The Hot
house, kicked off the season, playing to a packed house. 

This was followed by Paul Osborns's comedy, 
Mornini'.s at Seven, which closes Nov. 17. This attrac
tion will present a charming portrait of small-town 
America in the 1920s, where romance is heavy in the air. 
Mark A. Adams directs the play which contains delight
ful characters in love, not withstanding the fact that they 
are somewhat older than one usually expects. 

The special adaptation of A Christmas Carol follows 
Morning's. This innovative and original production fea
tures a large cast of 51 actors and promises to he a com
plete departure from the more familiar seasonal produc-
tion bf the Dickens' pfay: . 

I 

The 25th anniversary schedule continues with popu
lar playwright Neil Simon's newest comedy, laughter on 
the 23rd Floor, wbicll plays Jan. 30 through Feb. 23. Com
pleting the 1996-97 drama season will be Kaufman and 
Hart's o,;,;e in a Lifetime, followed by a SouthwCst Pre-
miere to be announced. · 

Ringing down the curtain on this season's bi11 of fare 
will be Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tlffi Rice's popular hit 
musical, £ ,vita, scheduled for presentation on the Univer
sity of Houston-Clear Lake Bayou Theatre stage. 

. How did Westin choose the plays? "We try for vari
ety; we want the meat, the vegetables, the salad and the 
desert; we need a wide range of theatrical offerings." 

In order to partake of what promises to be the mother 
of all of CQM's Arena Theatre seasons, theatergoers may 
call the box office for information and ticket prices at ( 409) 
938-1211 or (281) 280-3991, Ext. 345 

' 

Festival, time of 
merriment, feasting 
Continued from Page 4----------
mosphere, address customers as "My Lord,'' or "My Lady" 
and ask for payment in pounds. 

In the Sherwood Forest area, diversions range from 
elephant, camel and llama rides, ax- and knife-throwing 
games, to the Renaissance version of dunk the teacher, 
"Drench a Wench." 

Among t~e shady pines nestles a group of brightly 
painted gypsy caravans housing .the fortunetellers, palm 
and tarot card readers and astrologers offer to predict the 
future for a mere 10 poundS. Leonard Caron, who built 
his gypsy caravan himself, is in his third year as a psy
chic at the Festival but has been a participant for 18 years. 
"My family runs a trucking company to pay the bills, but 
this is the real me, here," Caron explained. 

' In the quiet of the forest, human-sized "fairies" sat 
on the leafy ground and created colored handprint pic
tures for the children who surrounded them, mesmerized 
by their butterfly wings. Fairy artists Ahrianne and Luna 
are Nancy Lovell, a legal secretary in ,-..ouston and Darcy 
Smith, a painter and jeweler. Both communicated only 
with fairy chirps and hand signs; they had left their hu
man language with their street clothes. 

The costumed entertainers remain totally in charac
ter, which gives the visitor the impression of stepping into 
.a world where everyday activities and dramas create a 
believable reality. The village matchmaker, Valentina 
Amoura, would only speak of herself in rhyme and gave 
the following as her job description: "Bachelors and spin
sters she deplora, matches of the heart she truly adora." 
Dressed in a blood red velvet dress adorned with pearls 
and gold braid, Amoura offered advice on matters of love 
and divulged that her alter ego is called Deb Schnitzer, an 
actress and make-up artist in her "other" life. 

Adding to the feast for the senses, a cornucopia of 
exotic fOO<l$ tempts festivalgoers. Authentic European spe
cialities, sold by more than 50 vendors around the site 
offer a taste of ethnic delights. The Black Forest Inn of
fers German sausage, wild boar, sauerkraut and apple stru
del. Other regional dishes include English fish and chips, 
Cajun fried alligator, Polish Kielbasa sausage, Greek gyro 
sandwiches, grilled emu and sizzling steak on a stake. 

If the food and fun work up a thirst, domestic and 
European beers are on tap, along with spiced apple cider, 
mead wine and frozen drinks in coconut shells. And if 
you run out of money watch out for signs to Ye OJdeATM. 

For a really royal dining experience, the Feast of the 
Beefeaters is held twice daily in the King's Arms Hall. 
This seven course banquet features gourmet food and drink 
and a two hour stage show of music and comedy to enter
tain revellers. A souvenir pewter goblet and admission to 
the Festival is included in the $69 ticket price, but reser
vations must be made ahead of time. 

"It's a lot of area to cover; make sure you get a map!" 
said Reggie Gutierrez, 38, of Dickinson. "It's very well 
presented, very entertaining and there is all sorts of good 
food. It's my fifth time, and it's different each year." 

The Texas Renaissance Festival, located on FM 1774 
between Plantersville and Magnolia, is open Saturdays 
and Sundays through Nov. 17, 9 a.m. to dusk. Tickets are 
$14.95 for adults, $6.95 for children ages 5-12 and ad
mission is free for ages 4 and under. Discount tickets are 
available at all H-E-B Pantry Foods Stores. For an outlet 
in your area or further information, call 1-800-458-3435. 

October issue correction 
The aitline accompanying a picture of Profes

sor Joyce White on Page 4 in the October issue of 
InterCOM misidentified the students with her. The 
cutline should have read: Professor Joyce White 
(center) shows students Amy Constantine (right) and 
Jeannette Kowis (left) the fine points of getting on 
the Internet. lnterCOM accidentally transposed the 
two COM students in the original cutline. We apolo
gize for the error. 
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COM Child Developmeat Lab was receatly recertified for another three years. Lab personnel (from left) an, Olla 
Bell, Kay Magee, Bonnie Mitchell, Anne Wilcox, Dr. Katie Butler, Angela Robinson, Marcela Clark and Laura 
Higgins. Eli2abeth Plasek is not pictured. 

COM lab offers quality day care 
ByMARCEDOO 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland Child Development Lab was 
recently recertified for another three years by.the National 
Academy of Ear1y Childhood Programs. 

In 1987 the lab became "one of the first of 250 cen
ters in the U.S. to be nationally accredited," said Dr. Katie 
Best Butler, Child Development Lab director. The ac.cred
iting agency is a division of the National Association for 
the l!ducallon of Young alildml. -

The COM Lab offers an educational and caring envi
ronment in which parents can leave their children while 
attending clas.,es or going to work. 

Mothers and fathers need to _look at various aspects 
of the COM Child Development Lab before they enter 
their children into a program. First, parents need to see 
the facility and look at the different rooms and the inside 
and outside playing areas, so they can see how the rooms 
are set up and how the facility is ran. Children have a 
schedule and attend classes while they are at the lab; there
fore, parents need to realize that their children are r,equired, 
as a part of the program, to go to the center 4 1/2 days out 
of the week, Dr. Butler explained. The children cannot be 
"dropped" by, they have to be in class on a regular basis. 

The center takes children from 6 weeks old to pre
kindergarten. However, there is a waiting list. Parents will 
be asked to 'fill out a half-page application fonn, which 
asks for the parent's naine, the child's name, telephone 
numbers and whether the parent is a COM student or COM 
employee. The lab tries to keep the fonns up to date and .. 

requires them to be renewed each semester. 
Dr. Butler considers the age of the child when she is 

filling an open space in the Jab. Another consideration is 
whether the child is a student's child because Dr. Butler 
wants to "support the student as much as possible." She 
also likes to keep a mixture of COM students' children, 
COM employees' childl"en and community children. 

The Child Development Lab sponsors two events for 
the children each year. The first is trick or treating around 
campus on Halloween. The second is a celebration of the 
"Week-of the Young Child" held in April. This event in· 
eludes a parade of the children around campus. 

In addition the lab tries to have pictures made of the 
children each year. 

Last year the lab gathered all of the children, even 
the babies, to go Christmas caroling in various offices 
around campus. The children might do that again this year, 
Dr. Butler said. 

The Lab's six teachers are Bonnie Mitchell, Anne 
Wilcox, Angela Robinson, Marcela Clark, Laura Higgins 
and Elizabeth Plasek. The lab also employs ·a secretary, 
Kay Magee; a cook, Olla Bell; a graduate intern, Jan 
Dollinter; and a volunteer, Bonnie Rawls. 

The Lab also is a place where child development 
majors can see a high-quality setting for child instruc
tion, Dr. Butler said. 

The «nter is open Mondays through Thursdays 7:45 
a.m.-5 p.m. and Fridays 7:45 a.m.-noon. Children need to 
be at the Labat least from 9 a.m.-3p.m. The Child Devel· 
opment Lab may be roached at (409) 938-1311 or (281) 
280-3991, Ext. 390. 

Thanksgiving lost in Christmas rush 

I'm not the Grinch, but I'm beginning to hate 
Christmas. Don't get me wrong, I love V(hat Christmas 
stands for, but I'm sick of hearing Christmas carols and 
seeing Christmas trees Jong before the Thanksgiving 
turkey has been cooked. Thanksgiving is seldom 
mentioned. 

Starting even before Halloween, Christmas decora
tions, animated Santas and stockings were displayed 
with care in hopes that shoppers would soon be there. 

Thanksgiving used to be a time when we reflected 

• 

• 

• 

on our blessings. It started when the Pilgrims survived 
their hardships and thanked God for his providence. 

Thanksgiving is overlooked because there is 
nothing of commercial value that provides the sizable 
profits large compani~ seek. Stores skip Thanksgiving 
and deck the aisles with Christmas merchandise: 'Tis the 
season for advertising. 

I know Dasher and Dancer and Prancer and Vixen, 
but am I the only one who recalls what Christmas stands 
for? 

I'm not really the Grinch. I'm so~eone who hates 
seeing Thanksgiving overlooked and Christmas over
advertised. Just M Thanksgiving is being forgotten, I 
believe that the true meaning of Christmas is forgot
tell-huried under tons of merchandising. 

l 'm sick of seeing Merry Xmas. l will put Christ 
into Christmas---it's his birthday. As for the overflow of 
Chrisbnas merchandise, bah! humbug! to it all. 
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The royal wedding procession weaves its way through the Texas Renaissance Festival's New Market Village lo the 
village chapel. Leading it are KJng Henry VIII and Lady Jane Seymour followed by the royaJ wedding guests. 

· (Photo courtesy Bruno Llebicb) 

Telephone scam targets consumers 
By ERIC SLOCUMB 
Staff Reporter 

English dramatist Ben Johnson once said, "We that 
forget the past are doomed to repeat it." This is especially 
true in a day filled with con artists and schemes. Caveat 
emptor (Latin for let the buyer beware) once was used as 
an adage to warn consumers about purchasing goods or 
services. This phrase still applies. 

lime and time again the public is taken advantage of 
by crooks looking lo make a quick buck. Anything from 
insurance fraud to three<ard monte (a gambling game) is 
a scam to separate a person from his money. The College 
of the Mainland police department recently was infonned 
of one such scam. 

This scam targets unsuspecting consumers owning 
answering machines and pagers. You receive a message 
on your voice mail or pager asking you to return an "ur
gent" call to a "toll free" number beginning with 809. 
Don't do it. 

A group of computer hackers set up numerous ex
changes in the 809 area code (the Caribbean Islands, out
side U.S. jurisdiction) and created pa~throughs to 1-900 
numbers in New York City. Then, through the use of au
tomatic voice message systems, the hackers dial thousands 
of exchanges within the United States leaving an "urgent" 
message to call back. These messages often are in refer
ence to the condition of a family member. 

When dialed, the number called is forwarded to a 1-
900 number, where another message instructs the person 
to call back later. When the unsuspecting person returns 
the call, he does not realize that his 30-second can just 

cost him $25 to $50. 
Imagine coming in from work and seeing your an

swering machine blinking. You listen to the message, 
which asks you to call a number in the 809 area code for 
information concerning a family member who is ill. The 
caller may even tell you of someone who has been ar
rested or has died. On the other hand he may say you 

have won a wonderful prize. 
Sometimes you will get a long. boring recording. The 

bottom line is that you will be stuck with a telephone bill 
that may exceed $100. 

Crooks are using the 809 numbers as "pay-per-calls." 
This is to circumvent U.S. regulations regarding the law
ful employment of 1-900 numbers. Every time you call 
the number, the scam operators receive a greatly inflated 
rebate from the foreign phone company. Since 809 num
bers are in the Caribbean, the use of the numbers are not 
boon~ by U.S. law. The Jaw mandates that the consumer 
must be warned of charges and rates involved, and that 
he must be provided a time period during which he may 
terminate the call without charges. 

Scams of this nature are extremely hard to prosecute 
because the person willingly made the call. Neither the 
local phone company nor your long distance carrier will 
get involved. They say they are simply providing the bill
ing for the foreign company. The victim is then forced to 
deal with a foreign phone company that feels it bas done 
no wrong. 

So the saying, caveat emptor, still has a place in 
today's consumer advice. The next time you receive a 
message asking you to call back, beware: It just may be 
more than you bargained for. 

New club to benefit disabled students 
By BILL GLENN 
Photography Editor 

The College of the Mainland Organization of Dis
abled Persons Club was inaugurated at a meeting held 
in the Sun Room of the Student Center on Oct. 30. 

The purpose of the club is to provide help and rep
resentation for handicapped students with an empha
sis on campus facilities for the handicapped. 

Officers selected were Kendrick Douglas, presi
dent; Lorielle Blackwell, secretary/treasurer; and Ryan 
Grayson, parliamentarian. 

Barbara Crews, COM coordinator for COM Dis-

• 

ability Services. is adviser. The vice president posi
tion is vacant, due to the resignation of Debbie Terry 
for health reason. 

Douglas emphasized that the only requirement 
for membership is an interest in helping handi

. capped students; one does not have to be handi
capped to belong to the club. 

The repeated malfunctions of the elevators in 
the Leaming Resources Center are of special inter
est to the group. Another area of interest is the steep
ness of the wheelchair ramps. They are too steep. 

For information call Douglas or Crews at ( 409) 
938-1211 or (281) 280-3991, Ext. 470. 

) ' ' ' 

Renaissance festival: 
food, fun fit for a king 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Staff Reporter 

For most people, the word "renaissance" means a his
toric period in the 1500s when scholars revived an inter
est in classic Latin and Greek literature, and Europe saw 
huge creative progress in the arts and sciences. For the 
people of Texas, however, renaissance means Festival. 

Since 1974 the Texas Renaissanc;e Festival has been 
entertaining the public every fall with a feast of imagina
tive fun and food. For seven weekends during October 
and November, the Festival allows visitors to step back 
in time to an age of jesters, jugglers and kings--Texas style. 

Robin Troy, marketing representative for the Texas 
Renaissance Festival told how it all started. 

"This land used to be a strip mining s.ite," she said. 
''The Festival's founder, George Coulam, was looking for 
a location in the South after his success with the Minne
sota Renaissance Festival. He not only reclaimed the land 
and improved it with landscaping, but turned it into the 
biggeSt rena~ce festival in the country." 

Coulam, an environmental designer by training, 
started out working as a stained glass artist on the renais
sance fair circuit, but he had bigger ideas. 

"I thought that Houston had the best potential of any 
place in the country for a festival to succeed," said Coulam, 
according to a Festival press release. 

He was right. That inaugural year, 33,000 people 
turned up to see what the Festival was about; 22 years 
later, 300,000 visitors flood into the tiny hamlet of Todd 
Mission near Plantersville to experience what has grown 

into a 50-acre historical theme park. 
The site features a 15-acre, 16th century English vil

lage, with 250 pennanent structures including shops, tav
erns and theaters, built in the style of the era. 

A resident blacksmith, glassblower and Royal Fal
coner give demonstrations of their traditional skills, and 
a working replica of the world's first printing press prints 
the Festival's Ye Olde News. 

The Festival takes place fain or shine, but after the 
drenching rains in 1984, when 11 of the 12 festival days 
were rained on, cobblestone walkways were built to avoid 
the mud. Tn 1991 the Royal Coin Mint was opened. This 
working mint demonstrates the production of 16th cen
tury coins. Chariot races and jousting take place on the 
tounament field, where benches on a grassy bank provide 
seating for spectators to cheer for their favorite· knight. 

Since 1992 a professional perfonnance company, 
trained in period dance, stage combat, and the customs 
and manners of the era has provided appropriate enter
tainment throughout the site. More than 500 costumed 
performers-jugglers, minstrels, story te1lers, dancers and 
magicians amuse visitors, not only in structu~ perfor
mances on the Festival's 11 stages but on the streets, in 
impromptu displays to passing crowds. 

Bruno Liebich, 70, on vacation from England and 
first-time visitor to the Festival, said: "I recommend it to 
anyone. It's very we!l carried out. very amusing for chil
dren and families, and it is also educational. The jousting 
was my favorite part, everyone played their parts very 
well and the costumes were very authentic. 

"There is nothing as big as that in Europe. I wouldn't 
have dreamtl'd see this in Texai,," he said. 

Many festival goers dress ir1 period costume to add to 
the experience of a simpler age. Dressed entirely in metal 
chainmail, Julie Rodriguez, an agricultural science stu
dent at T;xasA&M University, and her fiance Heath Ray, 
an A&M campus police: officer, looked dressed to kill. 

The Festival village includes a marketplace offering 
handmade wares and exotic crafts. A sumptious choice of 
handcrafted candles, soaps, glass, pottery, jewelry and 
Renaissance-style clothing is on offer, even swords, leather 
and armor for those who really want to enter the spirit. 
Shopkeepers wear period costume in keeping with the at-

~ Festival ~age 5 

' 

Morning's humor 
tickles theater buffs 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporter 

If it were possible to take a theoretical theatrical pot 
and put into it a cleverly written play, drop in some home
spun humor, mix in a talented cast, add effective staging, 
blend in excellent direction, Voila! The result would be a 
fine mixture of theatrical enjoyment, Morning's at Seven. 

Paul Osborn's Morning Sis the second offering in the 
25th anniversary season at the College of the Mainland 
popular Arena Theatre. 

The three act play, originally titled Summer Solstice, 
was first presented in November 1939 at the Longacre 
Theater in New York. Mornings at Seven is probably not 
as well known as Osborn's adaptation of On Borrowed 
Time and The World of Susie Wong, both becoming popu
lar motion pictures in past years. 

Morning's at Seven is set in two backyards in a 
small Midwestern town in 1924, and provides the audi
ence with an appealing "over the backyard fence" look 
into a neighbor's yard and into the trials and tribulations 
in the lives of the Boltons, the Cramptons, et al. 

Director Mark A. Adams does a fine job of bringing 
the production together, molding it into an easily accept
able mix of family personalities, reminding us undoubtly 
of members of our own families. This, of course, would 
be impossible without the expert interpretation of cast 
members bringing their characters to life. 

In this happy comedy, the actors are called upon to 
portray folks all past middle age, except for the "young" 
lovers, who tum out to be 38 and 40 respectively. Impres
sive performances are turned in by Bill Low as Theodore 
and Shirley Wettling as his wife Cora. The other sisters, 
Aaronetta, I~a and Esther are convincingly portrayed by 
Phyllis Dorflinger, Joecile C. Harlow and Faye 
Woodworth. in that order. 

The absorbing love inte'rest (<lnd conflict) involves 
wimpy Homer and an effervescent Myrtle, effectively 
played by Rod Todd and Becky Jones. 
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Family tensions abound in an emotional scene from COM Arena Theatre's curnnt production of Paul Osborn's 
play, Morning's at Snien. From left, Carl Bolton (Sid Addis) has a moment of angst as his son Homer (Rod Todd) 
reacts with anger and his wife Ida (Joeciie C. Marlow) looks concerned. (Photo courtesy of theater department) 

Special credit should be given to Tom King for his 
credible set which presents an authentic small town coun
try street scene. The setting features two accurately de
tailed houses actually buiJt on stage to ,scale. The porches 
and entrance doors of these houses form realistic props 
which allow the actors to make their meaningful and ef
fective stage movements. 

The rest of the production staff add to the total effort, 
with '20s costumes by Mary Louise Daniels -and natural
looking outdoor lighling provided by Kelly Babb. Sound 
and stage managing di Ores are-ablfhandled by llOy Alanis 
and Dolly Fischer. 

Altogether an entertaining evening of theater, 

Morning's audience were overheared saying, "Wasn't that 
good; simply delightful; cute," as they made their exit 
from the Fine Arts Building after the performance. 

The title of Osborn's play comes from a line in a Rob
ert Browning poem that ends with "God's in His heaven
-All's right with the world." In looking back on all the 
amiably resolved happenings in the play , this seems to 
be an apropos selection for the name of this charming 
theatrical presentation. 

Morning's at Seven can be seen at COM'sArena The
atre through Nov. 17. Information· regarding limes and 
ticket prices can be obtained by calling the box office at 
(40</) 938-1211 or (281) 280-3991, Ext. 345. 

Bethany Pheneger juggles dual roles at COM 
By RICHARD DAVIS 
Special to the lnte.COM 

Often students entering the Humanities Team office 
are too busy looking for an instructor or a mailbox to pay 

Bethany Pheneger, at her desk in the reception area of 
Suite B in the Learning Resources Center, bas been 
the program assistant with the Humanities Team since 
early summer. ,_ (Ph1~~,h,Y ,Bil1 Glenn)., 

•• 
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much attention to the person facing them behind the desk. 
They do, however, appreciate her comforting smile and 
courteous aid and may even notice the white letter~d. blue 
nameplate that reads "Bethany Pheneger." 

Likewise, the audiences at the Arena Theatre seldom 
notice-the people behind the scenes. They watch the pro
ductions intently, standing and applauding at the curtain 
calls, and they may, on occasion, look far enough down 
the program to see the title of stage manager. Ironically, 
the name that often follows that title is "Bethany 

· Pheneger." 
For the past six years Pheneger has worked by day in 

a College of the Mainland office in one capacity or an
other, and for roughly the past nine years she has worked 
by night backstage in the COM theater. 

In her daytime capacity at COM she was first secre
tary and then a program assistant with the Nursing Team: 
Now, since the end of summer, she is the pennanent pro
gram assistant of the Humanities Team. 

Pheneger came to work with the Humanities Team 
on a temporary basis in the early summer. 

"Due to some of the early retirements on campus and 
some reorganization in the support staff, a number of 
people have been given the opportunity to change their 
jobs or locations," Pheneger said . 

When the Humanities Team advertised to fill posi
tion on a permanent basis, Pheneger was chosen from 
among several applicants for the position; 

While still working with the Humanities Team on a 
temporary bB.sis s~e said: "I really enjoy this office a lot. 
J have· a lot in common with the people who are in this 
suite. There are movie lovers, cooks and mystery lovers, 
so I'm just in heaven." 

She feel:' strongly that COM a,n_d i;,t~.~-r ju0;ior1 CQJ·,~, 

• 

• 

leges are an important pan of the educational system and 
describes COM as a wonderful place to work. 

"The bfggest benefit of my job comes when I can 
help students who come into the office. I like to think that 
in some way I help them with their education." 

However, Pheneger's day at COM doesn't always end 
when she leaves her desk. 

OccasionaJly, her day turns into night when she works 
as Arena Theatre stage manager. In the past nine years, 
she has worked on COM theater productions, such as 
Biloxi Bltles, 42nd Street, Don't Drink the Water and The 
Grapes of Wrath. She even had a small role in Inherit the 
Wind that she described as "a lark." 

"I've always had an interest in theater," she said. "I 
used to do it in high school, and I was a theater major in 
college. Then I kind of let it go for years and years. 

"Actually, Alex (her daughter) was in a show (Bye, 
Bye Birdie, 1988) and I was backstage with her every 
night. Eventually, they asked me if I'd stage manage the' 
show after that one." 

However, she has shared more than dramas and com
edies with this stage. For her, it bears a special meaning. 
On this stage, she married CO M's resident lighting direc
tor, Kelly Babb. 

" We had known each other (through the theater) for 
a number of years, but after we dated and decided 'to get 
married, we thought what more appropriate place than
the theater." 

As if having that much of her time devoted to educa
tion were not enough, Pheneger remains a college stu
dent as she continues to work steadily toward a degree. 
"My advice to students is 'Follow through and get your 
college education.' Because, one class at a time, I'm still 

pursui~ th~t. ~o~l ~d it's.:wort~ ~t;" 
. ' ' '' '.. . . . . .. . ' . 
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Making art work 
is Marshall's forte 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

. "Making art is fundamental to being human," Pro
fessor Mona Marshall said. "Every culture has some ac
tivity you could call art." 

Marshall who- teaches drawing, photography and 
printmaking at College of the Mainland is first and fore
most an artist. 

She alternates between drawing and photography. 
.. Drawing is to a degree real meditative, a suspension of 
conscious reality, while photography is more extroverted, 
a way of interacting with the world, more political." She 
added that the two mediums "feed each other." 

Marshall also finds teaching an enjoyable activity. 
"The trick is to find a balance between being creative and 
working to impact society. Teaching is my way to do that." 

Marshall received her bachelor of fine arts at the Uni
versity of Michigan in Ann Arbor. She then spent a year 
in Rome, Italy, at the Tyler School of Art before going on 
to the San Francisco Art Institute. 

Marshall has been teaching art at COM since 1979. 
She also has served as the COM An Gallery director and 
as the faculty adviser of the Art Association. 

Marshall enjoys teaching art for several reasons. 
"Talking about an, thinking, debating keeps it fresh." Fur
thermore, the kind of problem solving and critical think
ing involved in producing art is transferable to other fields. 
Studies have shown, she said, that students who have vi
sual art in their backgrounds increase their chances of suc
cess in fields other than art. 

Teaching also enables Marshan to keep in touch with 
another generation. 

After a year's sabbatical Marshall returned to her 
teaching in September. During her time off, she and her 
husband toured ltaly on a bicycle and hiked in the French 
Alps. She also took a course in Italian at the University of 
Texas in Austin and worked on her art. 

During her year off, she believes her work expanded 
and grew because she had the time to develop creative, 
WlStructured ideas. The work Marshall did during her sab
batical culminated in an exibition of her new drawings at 
the Jung Center in Houston. 

The exhibit was up from Sept. 4 to Oct. 5. In the 
spring her work will be part of another show in Austin: 

Sandra Devall, graphic arts professor, stands at the 
board and shares her wit and wisdom with Kimberly 
Wilson (foreground) and other students in the desktop 
and design class. (Photo by Murray Getz) 

• 

Profes:§C!r Mona Manhall, who teaches drawing and photography sits in her office located in the COM Fine Arts 
Buildiag. Two of her photographs are displayed on the wall beblnd her. (Photo by Rosalind Manhall) 

Women and Their Work. 
Her drawings and photographs are of landscapes, 

people and animals. According to her most recent Artists 
Statemen~ "Some of my more recent drawings have to 
do with the beginnings of perception or the first fonnula
tions of an idea. I sometimes speculate on what another 
being, a dog for example, imagines or sees as it looks at 
fire, or the skull of another dog, or that of its prey." 

Currently she is represented by the Harris Gallery at 
1200 Bis.sonnet in Ho\18lon. In the past she has had three 
solo shows at Harris. 

In fact it was during her first show there that she sold 
a piece. She found it fulfilling to realize that someone 
loved her work enough to invest in it. 

As a result of taking the Italian class during her sab
batical, Marshall corilpletely re-examined her teaching 
style. 

In the past she has concentrated heavily on lectUting, 
but after sitting in the Italian class with a young instruc
tor who lectured exclusively on grammar, she thought of 
all her former students and wanted to apologize. 

Now she is experimenting with several teaching for
mats to allow students to detennine how they best learn. 
Marshall surveyed her classes at the beginning of this se
mester to find out whether students believe they learn bet
ter by reading the material, by listening to a lecture or a 
combination of both. As a result of the survey she is at
tempting to accommodate each group and is ~rious about 
the results. 

Several of Marshall's students are now working for 
newspapers or are teaching art. One even went on to at
tend the Brooks Institute in Santa Barbara, Calif., a .pres
tigious art institute. 

When asked how a new artist goes about getting his 
or her art exhibited she suggested contacting non-profit 
galleries and entering juried competitions. She stressed 
that perseverance and detennination are important for 
young artists. 

"Imagination is necessary to understand and appre
ciate art," Marshall stated. "A lot of people think of art as 
a luxury, but it has power, or the right wing wouldn't want 
to mute it, 10 control it." 

Devall sets style in graphic arts guide 
By ANNA LAUZON 
Staff Reporter 

"When I was in the fifth grade, I told my best friend 
Margaret, 'I want to be a school teacher, I want to marry 
a school teacher, and I want to have six children,"' said 
Sandra Devall, a graphic arts pmfessor at College of the 
Mainland. 

Childhood dreams never happen as they are planned. 
Instead of attending college after high school, Devall 

began her career in the printing industry. 
At the time, printing, publishing and graphic arts were 

male-dominated industries. Devall ran printing presses and 
.worked as a typesetter when it was still a heavy metal 
job. 

She became the first female supervisor of a combined 
male-female print shop at Shell Oil Company. Later, she 
taught employees to run printing presses and typesetting 
machines while working for a printing manufacturer. 

And still, Devall dreamed of teaching. 
With her experience in printing and typesetting and 

her background in training personnel, Devall came to teach 
at COM in 1970. She was ll.ired along with five others to 
complete the staff for the new TechnicaWocational Build
ing. 

• 

• 
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Of the six teachers hired at that time, Devall will be 
the last to leave COM when she retires next year. 

Once she had settled in, Devall attended classes at 
night, on weekends and during the summer until she ob
tained her teaching degree. 

Charlie Sullens was one of Devall's first students. 
He came to COM to learn the new machine (IBM Com
poser) that had revolutionized typesetting. Prior to that 
be had set print ~ing hot lead . .. I taught Charlie how to 
use the machine, and. he taught me standards he bad 
learned as a typesetter," Devall said. "That's what teach
ing is all about, learning from each other." 

Since COM h3d no journalism teacher, Devall be
came a sponsor for the school newspaper. She handled 
the production end. 

"It took forever to type the newspapers. If you made 
any mistakes, you started over from the beginning," Devall 
explained. 

In the 'S()s the phototypesetter was developed. "You 
practically had to be a programmer to run the machine." 

In 1989 the computer replaced the phototypesetter. 
Before romputers, Devall said, mornings would be 

spent working on a project, and afternoons would be spent 
making corrections. 

That's the area in which computers have revolution

See Professor Page 11 
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Million Man March 
step to racial division 

Ede 
·s1ocumb 

"We still have a long way to go" definitely is an 
accurate portrayal of American ,ociety !Oday. Willl 
many different cultun:11 and values around, we must 
cootinually auempt to overcome differences so as not to 
divide us. Toe progress of individual group, should not 
overshadow lhe uniting of all Americans~ one. 

Toe Millioo Man March held in Washington, D.C., 
late last year was an extraordinary event. Offering black 
men a forum in which to gather as one was good at the 
time, but whal are the long-term ramifications? 

Did the day of "atonement and unity" build bridges 
among black men ordidi~ in the minds of many, 
solidify the difference, between black and white? 

In this time of political correctness. many are afraid 
to address issues of black and white relabons head on. I 
contend the event indirectly divided two races. 

Toe focus of coming togetha rather lhan separating 
should be paramount foe all and oot solely for cenain 
facets of the Amaican population. Grouping all indi
viduals unde< the title, "the man," is oot ooly wifair. but 
a blatant disregard of many who don't view the world in 
black and while. We do have differences in heritage, but 
are woven together ID Conn an American society that 
envelop, us all. We are a people having to live and wodi: 
togelher; we must strive for unity, not division. 

Toe plight of the "black man's experience" is well 
documented duoughout history. As tragically and 
inhumanely as Ille black man has been treated in the 
pas~ we must make a valiant effort to incorporate the 
different cultun:11 ~g in !Oday'• society. We-all 
American$--need to place our focus oo integrating our 
values rather lhan seg<egating ourselves. 

Tupac's dealh was tragic in the sense that a promi
nent artist was murdered Black-en-black crime is a 
problem, but so i, while-oo-white, black-on-white, etc. 
John Lennon's death was a loss in this sense. Not 
because a while man killed miother white man, but 
because a valued artist was laken from us lhrough a 
heinous ac:L 

By regressing ID day, of racial segregatioo, we play 
a game of historical Ru,si,111 roulette. Many young 
Americans, both black and white, did oot live duough 
the civil rights movement of the '60s. Many feel 
relations between the two race, have i-ogressed since 
that time. There are more black people in the wort 
force, we no longer are forced to drink from different 

water foontain, nor are we forced to be schooled 
accoroing to race. I do nouuempt to imply that we are 
where we should be, but division will keep us from 
future attempts ID progress to where we are going. 
Progre,s cannot be attained duough ,eparatioo, but only 
through an ancmpt to unify different groups. 

We continue ID strive fa-equality for all in an age of 
many inequalities. If the energy of wiiting as a whole 
were equal to that of dividing, we would be "marching" 
forward and oot backward. 

I contend we oot remember Oct. 16 as the Black 
Man', lndependeoce Day, but focus oo July 4 as the 
Independence Day of all Americans. White, black. 
Asian, Hispanic <r any other pen;on who is a U.S. 
citizen should be lhankful for the place in which he 0< 

she lives. 
If you are wihappy willl the America of today, then 

become a part of the aolution and help to wlite two 
cultures divided not by history, but by pesent-day ideas 
based Oil history • 

• 
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Elections over; time for solutions 

Elections foe 1996 are over. It's time to give a liule 
thought to a few things thal need a lot of serious 
thinking . 

Will the United States cootinue to be the only major 
industrial nalion in the world without a national heallll 
care plan? 

Will the Republicam continue to dig for some kind 
of scandal in which to involve President Clinton instead 

of working with him to improve our nalion? 
WIii waste and fraud cootinue to run rampant in 

Wa.shingtoo? 
Will the high'orime - continue to plaguo OW" 

cities? 
Will unemployment and homelessness continue at 

thei< present levels? 
Will the gap between rich and poor continue ID 

increase as is happening now? 
The questions could go oo, but the idea is thal there 

are I Jot m problems- need so!Ulions. Piny political 
bickering will oot solve 11- problems. It's time for our 
ek,cted officials to start IICling as grown-up, responsible 
statesmen and .-, and to quit IICling like 
spoiled children. History is full of nations which ha.,,, 
fallen; there will be othcn. 

Future of Texas is in everyone's hands 

"Doo 't me.<s willl Texas" ffl8d the signs aloog every 
highway. I applaud the efforts of citizens to clea< up the 
litter that ignorant people lhrow from their vehicles. 

The real issue, however, is not beautifying the 
roadside, a cosmetic tidy-up of Ille visible damage that 
humankind casually wreaks on nature. It'• much bigger 
lhan that. 

Every time you throw a newspaper, boUle or can 
into the !rash you are contributing to the 50,000 lonS of 
gamage that go to Texas landlills daily from businesses 
and homes. That•s 22 million tons each year. lbat's a lot 
of land in Texas taken up willl the disposal of human 
trash. Did yoo reali,.e 80 percent of it could be recycled 
instead? 

Every time Y"'! swreptitiously empty your used 
motor ~il into a drainage ditch, you are killing fish in the 
bayou,, poisoning the land the oil gradually seeps into 
and ultimately, putting toxin, into the water system from 
which we all drink. 

Every time you leave the TV on all nigh~ oc leave 
lights blazing all day, you are contributing to the 
pollution spewed out into the air from powec stations. 
Pollution that drifts into childrens' lungs. into grass that 
cattle gra,.,, oo and into the atmosphere. PollUlioo that 

• 

does irreparable damage. 
Toe a...-.ge Texan tluows away mae lhan 6 

pounds of garbage a day. Yet, right here in Texas City 
we have the means to stop the majority of that gamage 
ending up in a landfill. 

The Bin,phere I Parle RecyclcCenleroo Loop 197 
Nonh has been open for a year and wolcames many 
kinds of household waste including - IIIOlo< oil. It', 
just a 10-minule drive from College of !he Mainland. 
For directions call (409) 643-5814. 

It's just as easy to lhrow your empty Coke cans and 
the daily paper into a box for recycling a, ID lhrow them 
into lhe trash. Glass borlles and jars. steel food cans, 
milk jugs, detergent and soda botdes, alwninium cans, 
newspaper, and magazines can all be saved and re
cycled. It', easy to put the box of recyclables into you< 
trunk and drop it off oo your way to the grocery store. 

Recycling not only saves Texas from becoming one 
giant landlill, it also saves energy and resowces. 

It lalces 20 times more energy to make aluminium 
from ore as it lalces to rq,roduce it from recycling. 
Recycling just one aluminium can saves enough energy 
to power a television set for fOU< hours. Recycling one 
ton of paper....,. 17 troes from being chopped down, 
stops 60 pounds of pollution from being pumped into 
the air and.._ 3 cubic yards of landfill ,pace. 

Toe future of Te.as is in our hands. What do you 
want your grandchikken to see when they drive aloog 
lnterslate 45 in the future? W-1and covered in 
IDOUDlains of llallb? Or open fields and trees, clean 
bayous and catde grazing among the Te.as wildflowen? 

It's up ID you. 
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Editorb11s/News 

First-,- nursing student Mlcbelle Hertenborg (left) gets bor pl'Nlonatloa evaluation from Kendra Ben, b
tecbnidaa of Ille Gulf Coast Regional B-Center In Houston. The ran b-drive netted 93 units of b- and 
.,.. held Oct. 9 and 10 In Ille Sinden! Center. (Pbolo by BBi Glenn) 

Letter to the Editor 
Reader questions story's facts, style 
lntaCOM Editor: 

Pltricia Hill's lrlicle "Redistricting brings confusion 
IO 9111 District" (Page 3 in lhe OclOl>er issue) conlains in
cmect Sbtemeots and mixes fact and opinion in what is 
ostens,"bly a "news" article. Ms. Hill lllll<S "The Supreme 
Court mln:w 1heae dislricts and die surrounding dislricl5 
alfcctilig allof Housron and all of Dallas.. SIie lalorWlilos, 
"By redrawing the dislricts lhis ckloe 10 Ibo election and 
overtuming Ibo primaries, the Supreme Court bas only 
P~ io confusing voters.• 'The Supreme Court did 
oo<o..num Ibo primaries orto<lraw Ibo dislricts. This was 
done by lhe throe federal judges who originally ruled them 
uoconstitutional, and only afte< the parties in the lawsuit 
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were unable to agree on a COIIIP'Olllise oeulemeoL Ms. 
Hill also giveola impression lhese mcrcceotocclll'ICnces. 
'The Supreme Court decision was issued on June 14th and 
the now disuicl lines set on August 6th. Isn't throe months 
enough lilno for coocemed voras to educate lhemselves 
and eliminate any confusion? 

This loob likea nows article, butthelilleand lhe last 
two pamgraphs mc opinions. 'The aniclc above it bas the 
author's pictweand is clearly an eclilorial. Ms. Hill's piece 
loob lll(e like the item below it, a news article about 
COM rogistration. I hope future issues of Inll:JCOM will 
make a belltt effort to check facts and distinguish belween 
news and opinion pieces. 

Philip Nash, lnslruCtional Assistant 

Edlll,r'1 response: You are correct, a pa114l rf 1hree 
f«kraljudges threw ouJ the primaries and redrew the Con
g,.;ssional districts in Houston and Dallas oft,r the Su
preme Court struclc down three Texas congressional dis
tricts in these cities. We apologiu for the mistake. 

However, concerning the question of voters having 
enough 1UM to edJlcaJe 1/u:mselves and eliminate co,ifu
sion, wt agree thne months should be enough time. How.
ever, a large percenlage of \IOters an not well informed 
and do not ~ tilM lO better educaJe thenuelves about 
,l,ctions and candidates. 

According to the Houston ·chronicle, a three-judge 
paM/ in North Carolina, whenfaud with a similar situa
tion last August, ruled it was too late in the election year 
to install new district lines there. 

People Uf)t!Ct to vote in primaries in the spring and 
choose eilhu a Dtmocral or a RepubUcan in the fall. 

Only a few articles were ever printed in the Houston 
Chronicle or the Ttxas Cily-anapapus i.,iforming ~op/, 
of the rtdi.stricting and the overturning of the primaries. 
The ~levision news also ga~ it only a couple of minutes 
on several. occasions. Many people wilh busy lives and 
jobs missed il because they do not have time to read the 
paper daily or watch every newscast. Following lire Nov. 
5 elections several people have expressed surprise.al once 
again f,aving to vote/or tither Nick Lampson or Rtp. Si,,,, 
Stockman in the run-off eltction Dec. JO. 

Concerning the/onnal of the article. it war mislabeled. 
This piece war originally written as an tditorial. After story 
<kadliM, Gary Brooks dropptd ouJ of the rac, and the 
article had to be completely rewrillen and was to ha.ve 
b<en labeled: commell/Jlry. This was not dont.1111,rCOM 
apologiz,s for the ovtrsighJ. 
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COM blood drive 
nets 93 units blood 
By BILL GLENN 
Phol.,...pby Editor 

'The College of lhe Mainland Fall Blood Drive netted 
a lolal of 93 units of blood OcL 8 and 9. 

The drive, which was organized and sponsored by the 
SlUdentActivilios Boord for the Gulf CoaslRegional Blood 
Center in Houston, was held in the Sludeot Center. Last 
fall's drive collected 25 pen:ent more blood. ssid Maryann 
Urick, SAB sponsor. 

Urick said she could not pinpoint the csuseof the do
cR:BSC; results vary from year to year for oo discernible 
reason. OclOl>er 1993 was lhe record year with a Iola! of 
188 units collected. 

Eric Slocumb, lhis year's blood drive chairman, said 
he felt more emphasis should have been pla;ed on pro
moliog the drive. He also indicated that the most commoo 
reason for not donaliog blood was fear of fainting. 

Million Man March 
step to black unity 

We still have a loog way to go, my brothers. 
Now, more than a year afte< Ibo explosive 

Million Mao MaJdi, we black men should not lCII 
on..,.. lanls and tbiol< tbal lheday of_ 
and unity bas solved lhe problems and despair 
facing us in today's America. While we have ~ 
significant strides coward turning "lhe man's" 
perspective of us, lhe Bob Doles and Newt 
Gingriches of the world still scoff. As the needless 
and tragic munle< of Tupac Shakur boldly dis
played, black-on-black crime remains a huge ink 
blot oo our efforts to become truly equal. News
casts still have more than their shire of graphic 
shots of us wasting our lives for lrivialilies soch as 
colors, tennis shoes and pure greecL Too many 
young black men ate still fmding the wrong roads, 
ending up in 8-by-12 foot cells instoad of further
ing their education. Role models such as Michael 
Irvin, a highly publicized sports figure, have let 
the tempauioos of the wodd draw them to near 
self-desttuction. 

'The words "sellout" and "Uncle Tom" me still 
a part of our vocabulary, a sign that unity and 
accepw,ce of intemcial couples and those who 
may not follow the African-American mainstream 
still have not been achieved. 

But all is not blesk, my brothers. Most of us 
me taking cmc of our bu&iiess. We're ttying to 
make dungs better for our children by working 
hard and studying in scbool to further our educa
lioos. We're taking cmc of our children, standing 
tall for our women, and slowly but surely, dealing 
with the injustice done to os and lhe injustice we 
have done to ourselves during past IS to 20 years. 

I lhinl< it is time that we let American society 
know that black men are not only present in 
entcnainmeot and sports, but that we're making 
oorselves known in businoss, govemmeo~ 
sciences and plain everyday life. 

Nothing changes ovemigh~ al least nothing 
worth changing. 'The positives outweigh the 
negatives, and will conlioue to do so ... as long as 
WC remember October 16 as the Black Man's 
Independence Day. 

• ' 1 • . ' .. -, 
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Pratt dedicated to educating students 
By AMY K. PATIACH 
Staff Reporter 

A commitment to education is very important to Col
lege of the Mainland's Alex Pratt, administrator of edu

cational programs and ex
tended weekend college. 

He has been active in the 
education field for 33 years. 

Of those 33 years, Pratt 
ha_s dedicated 26 to working 
at COM. 

"I enjoy working with 
adults because of their com· 
mitment towards education," 
he said. 

Just as any teacher, Pratt 
Alex Pratt hopes .. to enlighten students 

and to give them the tools so 
that they may broaden areas of knowledge; I hope to act 
as a facilitator in their education." 

Pratt's commitment to education bas rewarded him 

in various ways throughout the years. He was named 
Teacher of the Year in The Woodlands, Master Teacher at 
COM and received the Gulf Coast Association for the 
Education of Young Children Citizen of the Year Award. 
Pratt, however, is not satisfied. "I feel there are more 
people to be reached." 

Pratt enjoys lecturing on Texas history, a subject he 

teaches regularly at COM, and is active in many histori· 
cal appreciation organizations. 

Re is a member of the Texas City Heritage As.socation, 
the Galveston County Historical Commission and presi
dent of the Galveston County African American Heritage 
Association. 

Pratt has offered much to the community beyond his 
appreciation for history. He also has served the commu
nity in leadership posi_tions. He is a past mayor pro tern 
for the city of La Marque; member of the Texas House of 
Representatives "Joint Committee on Urban Needs"; 
board member of the Galveston ~unty Senior Citizen 
Nutrition Project; and more. 

Pratt's commitment to education never ends. "I don't 
want to retire, and I don't want to give up on anybody." 

Politicians encourage students to vote 
Continued from Page>----------

Later in the rally Gray stressed to students to go and 
vote because "it is your duty and your responsibility." 

Commenting on a speech she made to a law school 
class in September. Gray said that when law students asked 
her if she would run for president, she was too old to run 
for president, but told the students that someone from their 

'generation would one day be president. 

Commissioner Johnson spoke next and gave the stu
dents hiS background as a COM student slimmer 1972. 
He also taught Labor Relations in an Industrial Society 
and Labor Law for Non.lawyers on an adjunct basis at 
COM fall'1981 and spring 1982, respe<:tively. Jo~nson 
graduated from South Texas College of Law SChool in 
Houston.August 1980 and worked in various political of
fices before running for precinct commissioner in 1988 
when he beat incumbent Ron Crowder. 

Johnson gave an example of how the Democrats and 
Republicans differ. Five percent of the Meals on Wheels 
money was cut out of the recent budget. Johnson, a Demo· 
crat, said that Galveston County maintained the previous 

level of services by using some of its money. 

The young vote means a lot to Johnson."Votes of 
young people are critical because their current participa
tion will form their pattern of voting for the rest of their 
lives," he said. "I learned early that staying with it [vot
ing] is imponant and that people who quit only leave the 
work for someone else." 

Fonner president of the North Galveston County 
Young Democrats Kelli Schroeder organized the rally and 
expressed a strong interest in fonning a Young Demo· 
crats organization on campus. 

For the prize of a pair of tickets to the Music Show
case ,t the Abyss, a Houston music venue.COM student 
Arie Vasser took off hi:, leather jacket and boots and 
jumped into Lake Eckert. Another student ran out in the 
rain, got on his knees and barked like a dog for a CD. For 
the price of a tape, students were asked different ques· 
tions about politics such as who was running against Phil 
Gramm (Victor Morales who Jost the election) in the cur· 
rent senate race or who Ann Richards beat out for 
governor's office in 1990 (Clayton Williams). 

Professor achieves childhood dream 
Continued from Page 10----------

ized the business. Adding, deleting and revising can be 
done quickly on a computer screen before a printout is 
ever made, she said. 

''Every seven years a drastic change h-as occurred in 
one of the areas of publishing," Devall said. "Now with 
computers, there's a major change every six months. The 
speed of technology is overwhelming. Figuring out how 
to teach it is a challenge." 

Graphic arts students must approach the marketplace 
much differently than in the past, Devall explained. They 
must show not only that they can run the software, they 
must also demonstrate design skills. 

"That's why we're working so hard to have our stu
dents leave here with 10 perfect pieces (work examples) 

Veterans ed 
A teVitaiiZatioA 

in~$1"~•~Tlit:t ccc··· ccc··· .. cc·. cc · ...... ¢*~:~~ 
tbru years," said Jeny Andeffloo, director of Me-

dia Servic¢S.Nl~~Jq~:J~~-ftjr•"* 
information contact Anderson al (409) 938-12JJ or 
(281) 280-3991, Ext. 206. 

• 

in their portfolios. That separates our students from those 
who only know how to run the software." 

Last year Devall took a sabbatical to write a style 
guide for graphic designers. During that year she con· 
tacted individuals who worked for newspapers, maga· 
zincs, advertising firms and business in-house publica:. 
lions gather,ing information to fill the gaps in her book. 

In the past, this information was passed from appr'en· 
tice to apprentice. Often it was never written down. 

"I have humbly put all the informition together in 
this book," Devan said. "It's a book to pick up every time 
you begin a graphic piece you've never done before." 

Devall's book Graphic Arts Style Guide should be 
available in bookstores by June. 

When Devall retires in July 1997, she will begin a 
new phase of her life. And she will have accomplished 
her childhood dreams: She married a school teacher, she 
became a school teacher and she had six children. 

Devall already has many projects in mind, for her 
retirement: painting the wild flowers on her family's farm; 
working with children; and traveling once a month with 
her husband. 

"I'll keep my eyes open for what's next down the 
road," she said. "Everything always falls into place." 

• 

• 

• 
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New 281 area code 
eases phone jams 
ByMARCEDOO 
Managing editor 

How many telephone numbers do -you know 
by heart? Go ahead and count them. GQt the num
bers? ls it close to 20 or more? Well, just forget the 
area codes for some of those numbers because as of 
Nov. 2 they have been changed. However, the tele
phone companies are giving a six-month grace pe
riod to get used to the change. 

Those living outside the central Houston area-
outside Beltway 8-have the new area code: 281, 
replacing 713. Counties tbat now have the new area 
code include: Montgomery, Liberty, Waller, Fort· 
Bend, Brazoria, Galveston and Chambers. 

If you dial someone who is in the 713 area code 
from the 281 area code, you will have to dial the 
new area code and the number, but you do not use 1 
before the area code, nor will you be charged a long 
distance fee. If you are dialing within the same area 
code, you need to dial only the number . 

The new area code bas been implemented be· 
cause Houston and the surrounding area now in~ 
elude too many numbers. Fax machines, modems,. 
pagers, car phones and celluar phones are taking up 
most of the new telephone numbers.· If you have a 
cellular phone, pager or a car phone, check with 
you·r service provider to see how the new area code 
will affect calls you receive because some of the 
713 numbers are duplicates of the 281 numbers. For 
example one,persoo's cellular phone number may 
be (713) 555-2422, but another person's home phone 
number may be (281) 555-2422. The telephone com
pany said the 713 area code will be rung first. · 

If you have any questioni regarding "the new 
281 area code and how it affects the calls you make, 
phone 1-800-869·5868. The operator can assist you 
if your call is not going through. 

Hypnotist captivates 
spellbound audience 
Continued from Page>----------

to why they were behaving so crazily. 
Some of the more entertaining situations came when 

Winters told the group of volunteers they oouldn 't remem
ber their names. Imagine the abject terror of someone ask
ing your name, and for the life of you, being coriipletely 
unable to respond. He also told one subject that she 

,· couldn't shy the number four. The volunteer counted on 
her fingers, one, two, three, and then with an anguished, 
self-conscious, embarrassed look., simply couldn't remem· 
her to the elusive number four. 

As the program continued, Winters displayed an 
amazing bag of tricks, including that of suggesting the 
subjects were on the beach and the sun was beating down 
on them. This caused a mass reaction of imaginary sweat
ing. The subjects fanned themselves and one male sub· 
ject even removed his shirt to escape the heat. 

Many more playful suggestions were heaped Upon 
the volunteer subjects, and the outlandish way they re
acted to the convinCing tones of the hypnotist's voice had 
the audience in a state of complete hysterical giggles. 

One of the volunteers, Melody Toppins, said: "It was 
an amazing experience. I ·remember my mind going to
tally blank when J tried to remember the number four." 

Winters., who does about 175 sb.ows a year said, "Hyp
nosis is not magic, so much depends on the hypnotist, the 
subject and his williilgness to be hypnotized." 

The spellbinding perfonnance by Winters was spc:m· 
sored by the Student Activities Board and was only one 
of the entertaining events planned for COM students this 
year. It certainly was one of the best I've seen SQ far. 
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What's Happening 

COM students (from left) Damon Wilkerson,JulieAlcoin, Matthew Caka and Elizabeth Lemons take advantage of 
free computer and Internet access now available in the lnnovatio~s Lab, Room T-320, in the Technical/Vocational 
Building. Tutorials are available for novice computer users.. (Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 

Innovations lab offers computers, aid 
By ERIC SLOCUMB 
Staff Reporter 

The clock is ominously ticking toward your deadline 
and you still do not have your paper ready for class. You 
don't have access to a computer. What do you do? 

What you do not do is worry because all College of 
the Mainland students may use the Innovations Jab in 
Room T-320 of the Techilical/Vocational Building. 

Staffed by Innovations Supervisor Phyllis 

Thibodeaux and Innovations Technician Penny Finn, the 
lab is for students needing a place to do thcjr classroom 
assignments. The lab is designed " ... for all students to 
have access for all assignments," Thibodeaux said_. The 
students are" ... the number one priority ... " in the lab. 

Even students with no computer experience are en
couraged to use this free service offered by COM. "We 
are here to help them,"Thibodeaux said. 

Students need only display a willingness to learn and 
a school-related project to use the lab. With more than 
400 software titles and more than 40 computers avail
able, the lab is equipped to handle most student needs. "If 
you have a specific need, talk to us," Thibodeaux said. 
They are the "number one place to go to do your work." 

Whereas appointments are not necessary to acquire 
computer access, you may make an appointment "if you 
need to use a specific program," Thibodeaux said. By 

making an appointment, the student is assured of having 
a computer available to .him at his requested time. 

Also available is free Internet access for research. 
Students may also use laser printers and even scanners to 
enable them to incorporate photographs in theirwor\;:. The 
only item needed to use the lab is a 3 1/2- inch disk so 
students may save the work they have done in the lab. 

Thibodeaux and Finn will teach beginners how to use 
various programs and will bring students along at a pace 
that will match their needs. Both Thibodeaux and Finn 

are willing to take students through the steps because they 
need to become proficient in using the various programs. 

Though school work is the primary goal for the lab, 
assistance is available for organizing a resume. The pur
pose of the Innovations lab also is to help students learn 
how to use computers effectively. 

Along with Thibodeaux and Finn, the lab is staffed 
by part-time technician Carol Boone and four student as
sistants. The fall lab hours are Mondays, 7:30 a.m.-8:30 
p.m.; Tuesdays through Thursdays, 7:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m.; 
Fridays 8 a.m.-2 p.m.; and, Saturdays, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Students may reserve a computer .in advance by call
ing the Innovations lab at (409) 938-1211 or (281) 280-
3991, Ext. 370. 

The Innovations lab is designed to facilitate the 
completion of schoolwork. Don't let the clock run out on . 
you. Time is ticking. 

Top Ten Reasons to Register Early 
By JOSE GALVAN 
Slaff Reporter 

Early registration is almost here. College of the Main
land students can begin meeting with their advisers after 
the spring schedule comes out around the middle of No
vember accoi-ding to the Admissions office. The deadline 
for early spring registration applications is Nov. 22. 

From the lnterCOM home office in the Leaming Re
sources Center here are the Top 10 reasons for registering 
early Dec. 3 and 4. 

10. You'll get the classes you want at the time you 
want them. · 

8; _You will avoid the run around and long lines. 

7. You ·won't have to take night classes to keep your 
schedule straight. 

6. You can scratch COM off your Christmas budget. 

5. Two words: Class Full 

4. Early registration gives you more time to ponder 
who Professor TBA is. 

3. You won't have to play campus hop scotch_like 
you would during regular registration. 

2. You won't have to camp Out in front of the Admin
istration Building to be the first in line . 

1. If you thought the line to get Oilers tickets was 

People Speak Out 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
and JULIAN RIANO 
Slaff Reporten 

The holiday season has had its unofficial begin
ning with Halloween. However, you may have no
ticed stores have been pushing Christmas merchan
dise for some time. 

Thanksgiving seems to be all but forgotten with 
the Christmas hype. Yet, historically for Americans, 
it's probably the most important holiday t_o observe. 
This is the time when we sit down with our families 
for a traditional meal, enjoy the football games on 
TV and ~eflect on what th~ year has brought us and 
to count our blessings. 

lnterCOM decided to highlight Thanksgiving by 
asking students: "Considering Thanksgiving is just 
around the comer, what are you most thankful for?" 

Kendrick Douglas, 19: 
Life, health and 
strength. 

Hamilton Boyd, 21: 
I'm most thankful to be 
back in school. My 
grades are high. What 
more can you ask for? 

Juan Rivera, 18: 
I'm most thankful for 
college. I'm stiH 
standing here. I have 
my life. 

Jason Jonie, 
My strengths: artistic 
ability and friendliness. 

Chris Baker, 21: 
Life, liberty, family and 
friends. 

Relana Gerami, 21: 
I'm most thankful for 
health and my family 
and ~at people are there 
to support me in 
everything 1 do. 

· Dandi Wells, 18: 
That my cat, Pork 
Chop, is still alive. I had 
to get rid of him, but I 
jsst got him back. 

Zinia Washington, 18: 
My life, my education 
and my child. 

9. Your class schedule will be reserved until you pay. 
long. just wait until you see the line at regular ,registra- , . ,,t 
tion: ' •'• _' '.I " • , , ,: .'' J ~----
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COM police reveal telephone scam 
See Page4 

Unsung Heroes: Maintenance Tuam 
SeePage6 
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Uneup of 25th theater season's plays 
See Page8 
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'The Buzz' plays 
Rock the Vote rally 
By JOSE GALVAN 
Staff Reporter 

Rain didn't dampen the spirits of some College of 
the Mainland students Oct. 24. 

A good number came out to the Rock the Vote rally 
held in the Leaming Resources Center breezeway. Radio 
station 107.5 The Buzz, ~TBZ, Lake Jackson/Houston, 
co-sponsored the rally with the Young Democrats of 
Galveston County. Radio station employee Jody 
Simoneaux with the help of COM smdent Matthew Bruner 
passed out free koozies, CD's, tapes and concert tickets 
while the Democrats sold bumper stickers and buttons, 
and passed out candidate inforiaation. 

On hand were District 23 State Rep. Patricia Gray 
and Galveston County Precinct 3 Comntissioner Wayne 
Johnson. (Both were re-elected Nov. 5.) 

So does the young vote matter? 

- ----- "Absolutely," Gray said. "I represent colleges and 
universities in -my district and I want to maintain avail
abifrty and atceSS to colleges and universities. It is truly 
critical that young people vote." 

--,- Jody Simooeanx of radio station 107.5 Tbe Buzz, KTBZ, Lake Jacksoa/Hoo!lton aad COM student Matthew 
Broner entet1ain the crowd that braved the rain Oct. 24 to attend a pff-electiOn Rock the Vote rally co-sponsored 
by the Y~ng Democrats of Galveston County and the radio station. (Photo by Gina Castro) See Politicians Page 11 

'Net access available 
for only $12 a month 

Hypnotist mesmerizes audience 

By AMY K. PATLACH with JOSE GALVAN 
, Staff Repor1ers 

Are you financially challenged due to the ris-
' ing cost of technolcigical · advances such as Internet 

access? Do you W_;mt .n affordable ,way to keep 
abreast with the rest of SQCiety? Well, then this may 
be the deal for you. 

Internet access is no longer out of anyone's 
reach. 'Net access is now available at a low monthly 
rate to anyone within the boundaries of the Texa!} 
Gulf Coast Community College Network. This ser
vice is provided by "MCI Telecommunications Cor
poration under the program of campus MCI Internet 
SM" · . "-. . 

For only $12 a month and a one-time $10 acti
vation fee, users wiJI receive 60 hours of local ac
cess, plus free local access from 1 to 6 a.m., e-mail 
access and a web browser for use on a Macintosh or 
PC. Additional time will cost 95 cents an hour and 
is billed in one-minute increments. 

The Gulf Coast Community CoUege Network 
not only provides quick and easy access to the 
Internet, but it provides menu access to the College 
of the Mainland campus network as well. 

Access can be achieved anywhere. From home, 
use the local access number. Away from home, out 
of range, use a remote access number for 10 cents a 
minute. To purchase the Texas Gulf Coast Commu
nity College Network or for more information call 
1-800-307-4451. 

' 

BY MURRAY GETZ 
Staff reporter 

Going to sleep in class may not be a novelty, but do
ing it in frcmt of an audience of more than a hundred on
lookers could be embarrassing. Possibly even more so if 
you believe you are a horse and are on the floor on all 
fours, shaking your mane and prancing around like the 
thoroughbred you think you are. 

.All this and more amazing feats of hypnotic highjinks 
took place Nov. 5 in the College of the Mainland Leam
ing Resources Center Auditorium before a large, fasci
nated audience of students, staff, parents and children. 

Certified hypnotist Frederick Winters brought his top
notch mind-boggling act to our campus, and those who 
were fortunate enough to attend were treated to an evening 
of super entertainment. 

While attending Northwestern University in Chicago 
at the age of 18, Winters saw a hypnotist perform and 
became so interested in the craft that he later became both 
a friend and a student of master hypnotist George Vaughn. 

The tall, witty perfonner began his act by asking for 
20volunteers from the audience.After assuring them that 
being hypnotized would be a pleasurable, relaxing and 
non-embarrassing sensation, he began by lowerin_g the 
house lights and turning on a flk:kering dim bulb. Then, 
speaking in a deep mellow voice, he proceeded to induce 
the volunteers into a hypnotic state. 

Very soon most of the 20 volunteers, as well as some 
of the audience, were deep into a dreamy sleep situation 
and receptive to the persuasive suggestions of Winters. 

As the hypnotist worked with the volunteer subjects, 
he noticed that several members of the audience also were 
under his spell. He then told these audience members that 
whenever he mentioned the words "Texas City," they 

• 

would leap up from their seat, and bellow out the cry, 
"Peanuts. POpcom. Candy." Later in the performance he 
mentioned that he enjoyed being in "Texas City." To the 
extreme delight of the audience the pre-induced people 
jumped out of their seats and shouted at. the top of their 
voices, "Peanuts~ Popcorn. Candy." ... without a clue as 

See Hypnotist Page 11 

Famed hypnotist Frederick Winters e~tertained a 
COM audien<e with his hypnotic skills in the Leaning 
Resourus Ceater Auditorium, L-131, Nov. 4. 
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What's Happening 

Max Prince, played by Theater Associate Director Mark A. Adams {left) tal~ with new c?med,y writer Luca~, 
·portrayed by Rick Burford, in a scene from the COM Affoa Theatre productmn of Neil Simon s Broadway hit 
comedy Laughter oil the 23rd Floor. The show runs through Feb. 23 at 8 p.m. Thursdays through Saturdays, and 
Sunday matinees at 2:30 p.m. (Photo courtesy of theater department) 

Neil Simon's play rings with Laughter 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporter 

The name of Neil Simon has been bantered about in 
our household in several ways. First there was the Neil 
Simon, computer guru, who was my son's college buddy. 
This Neil Simon was not a playwright 

The other Neil Simon was my neighbor's boyhood 
friend in New York City. This Neil Simon was a play
wright, the same Neil Simon Whose play laughter on the 
23rd Floor is currently a sma~h hit at the College of the 
Mainland Arena Theatre. 

Simon, one of our most entertaining and prolific au
thors, has made his way into the hearts of theatergoers 
and movie buffs with such hits as Barefoot in the Park, 
Plaza Suite, The Odd Couple, Brighton Beach Memoirs 
and many others. Suffice it to say, if the work is by Neil 
Simon, you can bet it will be humorous, entertaining and 
well worth watching. 

Such is certainly the case with the Arena Theatre's 
25th anniversary presentation of laughter Oil the 23rd 
Floor, a tribute to Simon's early days in show business. 
At that time he was part of the team of loonies, such as 
Mel Brooks, Carl Reiner and Woody Allen when they were 
writing comedy for the hit TV blockbuster, Your Show of 
Shows, starring Sid Caesar. 

Laughter gives the audience a fly-on-the-wall view 
of the antics of the team of comedy writers who work on 
the 23rd floor of a building on New York's 57th Street. 
They are charged with creating the comedy material for 
Max Prince, the Sid Caesar character,superbly portrayed 
by Mark A Adams, COM theater associate director. 

For all those who want laughs galore, there is a never-

Hero asse~bles shell kits 
Coolillued ~ J'.tge 1 

ea!, but ...:~m'etio¢kthcm," Buddenhltgen said. "The 
Texas City ~e is"fascinatiri~ -I_ belie~ ;it is one.cl' -- , 
the most wonde~l creations by man fqr both rec• 
rei.tional and ed,~ational activitiest · 

J$a<b year, Jlµddcrt.ai!¢n along with 100 vol
untee:~ ~nstmcts _300 ,11e?f:,.kits. 

ending avalanche of banter from the "writers." Sight gags 
are numerous, one of which presents comic Max Prince 
sending his pants out to be pressed, leaving him attired in 
multi-colored shorts complete with matching tie. Act 1 
ends in a blackout, amid the falling pages of a script tossed 
in the air by one of the frustrated writers. 

For even more hilarity, Act 2 features a comedy sketch 
in which Adams receives a well-deserved ovation from · 
the audience as he steals the show with a great spoof of 
Julius Caesar's death scene. The opening night playgoers 
gasped as Adams puncuated Caesar's demise with a spec~ 
tacular acrobatic pratfall. 

Special credit goes to Jack Westin, executive direc
tor of the Arena Theatre, for his outstanding direction of 
LaughJer. Westin has said that this show has more laughs 
than any other Simon comedy the Arena Theatre has pre
sented in past decades. 

The first-nighters seemed to be in a constant state of 
amusement as they watched David Geller play the role of 
Val, complete with a Rusian accent. Barry Chambers por
trays a convincing Ira, the st1per hypochondriac comic 
writer whose character is based on Mel Brooks. Equally 
fine perfonnances are turned in by veteran actors Rick 
Burford, Jacki Bynum, Jim Hackett, Richard Kremer and 
Bryan B. Myers. Adding a measure of glamour to the 
Arena stage is comely newcomer, Misty Lea Albrecht, . 
who does a creditable job as Helen, the secretary. 

Adding to the credits are set designer, J. Newton 
White, who created the authentic looking 57th Street of
fice, complete with NBC chairs; Mary Louise Daniels de
signed the costumes. The production stage manager chores 
fell on the cap~ble shoulders of Shirley Bilotta. The set 
was effectively lighted by Wayne Smith; sound was pro
duced by Fred Schoppe, with Tom King taking care of 
the technical direction. 

Music Professor John Wolfskill's contribution to the 
joviality was his offstage saxophone playing. 

The Neil Simon legend of smash hits continues, and 
the admirable job that the Arena Theatre does with his 
play certainly justifies all the honors that have been be
stowed upon this outstanding playwright. 

Laughter on the 23,:d Floor will continue through Feb. 
23. Performances are Thursday-Saturday 8 p.m. Sunday 
matinees, 2:30 p.m. Ticket information may be obtained 
by calling ( 409) 938-7073, or (281) 280-3991, Ext. 345. 

• 
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People Speak Out 
By LORIELLE BIACKWELL, Reporter 
ROSALIND MARSHALL, Photography Editor 

One of the functions of a newspaper is to be 
the voice of the people. What do the readers of 
lnterCOM really want to tell the college adminis
tration? For some students, the Student Concerns 
Forums, as well as Student Government, provide 
the opportunity to air their views. For those who 
don't have the time, or simply don:t like all the red 
tape involved, lnterCOM offered an outlet {or their 
opinions by asking: "If you could change Some
thing about COM what would it be and why?" 

Sherrie Keener: 
Classes offered one 
semester should be 
offered all year. It 
creates graduation 
problems having to 
wait for a class. 

Chris Allgood: 
Smoking sections 
should be larger. The 
circle place (gazebo) 
before you get to the 
Tech Building would 
help, so we wouldn't 
have tO walk all the 
way over here (LRC). 

April Mickens: 
COM should have an 
ATM machine. Other 
colleges have them, and 
it would be easy to 
install one in either the 
Tech Voe Building or 
the Student Center. 
Also it would be easier 
than having to go to 
Wal-Mart or to my 
bank. 

Peggy Chukel: 
An indoor smoking 
area would be nice. 
Despite our bad habits, 
it would be great to be 
out of the wind and 
rain. 

Gordon Douglas: 
The parking lot has 
potholes and it needs 
to be fixed. When I 
wash my car, and I 
drive through these 
potholes my car is 
dirty all over again. 

Laura Heitmann: 
I think that COM 
needs better advisers. 
I've been here for 2 
and 1/2 years and.there 
is only one adviser that 
I like. Some of the 
other advisers that I've 
had, put me in classes I 
didn't need or that I 
didn't have the 
prerequisite for. 

,, 

• 

Political editorial poem 
See Page3 

Student concerns 
addressed at forum 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland President Larry L. Stanley 
joined Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Stu
dent Development, and Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of Col
lege and Financial Services, in fielding questions at the 
Student Concerns Forum Feb. 6. 

More than 30 students and staff crowded into Room 
A-148 of the Administration Building to voice campus
related concerns to the deans and the president. 

Student Judy Contonis was dismayed by the lack of 
a medical facility on campus. She said there is no one on 
campus to call if a student has a heart att;ack or som_e other 
emergency. 

Student Government President Don Rittenhouse re
lated recently trying to find someone who could take his 
blood pressure because he was not feeling well and wanted 
to know if his pressure was up before deciding whether 
to stay at school or ~o home. 

Dr Bass told Contonis, "You have a great idea in ' -
identifying a health services issue that we need to look at, 
and we will do that in Student Services." 

See Worries Page 7 

Dyna•~•ic cerall;lJc 
'.::. -,r, ·: O' - ,_ :-,:: -- - c. _---·_ •• - : -_- <'" :: , :.: :A' r-- . ---;;a't C0M Art ,G$De 

11, 11.0SAWll) MA.RSH4,liL ' -
l'hot,;graplly Jdilor. --__._-_____ _ 

.. A dyJllUlli<: o<1 exhibit ope,ie,pan, 14 . 
ot'l!ii\ .Colloge of the Mainland Atl Giilkry._Tbe;,x, .• · 
bibi~ Four Ceramii;l$U fromA,atir,, features work 
fr?m c•rtists w~ ~~~leY}~ Jl1~dt!ffl.Oi ¢e;~~in 
very different wid •urprising ways. " 

1J1e e<;lllltlic aqi~, Wfttured in._ the. ~ibif ~re: I TreA,eJlz, whose work focuses on multiple objects, 
repe~U01\ tmd ,. ajUxt~po!ritiQ~ of Q:l,~ ,Pf()duced , 
objociii with the un<,•pected, such as the flock of 

;_, yeUo\V ceramic ducbJn a kltcben,$inlt. 
•. - M~an Haigh'~ WJlr~ echoes the. te;xtutes~ 

rhythy""'and fonnsof llllture. She takes pressmoJds 
from stone~ fOMils a.nd other ,atural objec~"~mi: 
USCS'ibe shapes for the structu~. of h~t vesse'lf'a.8 
well as the''~rative elements. : · 

James TJSd;,.le's human-like eciilptures look, at 
"first glance, to be made"from plates of metal riv
eted together, rather than from c:lay. One. pi~ce iQ 
tbe exhibition, a giant head, looks as though it were 
partly roiined from the rough bark of a tree, with 
patches of metal as a i;::q_p-trasti.rtg texture~ 

Mary Visser, the fourt~ artist exhibiting 
COM;, $poke about her,work]n a lecture Jan. 27 in 
the Fine A.rt& Building.=: Boni in Jackson. Tenn .• . 
Visserjs an associate profCssorin the.School off,!'hte 
Ar('at Southwe.Stern University in 9eorgetown~ 
Tuias~ where she: has taught Sifl~ 197?. 

See COM Page 7 
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Black History Month events 
See Page 5 

- --·--·-- -----------

Part 1 of 3-part baseball series 
SeePage6 

February 
1997 

TIPA Award-winner 

Dr. Donald G, Bass (left), Dr. Henry D, Pope (center) and COM President Larry L Stanley pause for a moment 
after the Student Concerns Forum held Feb, 6, 12:30...1:30 p.m. in the Administration Building. Dr. Bass is dean of 
Instruction and Student Services. Dr. Pope is dean of College and Financial Services. (Photo by Patricia Hi.II) 

Buddenhagen 1996 Galveston Bay Hero 
By AMY K, PATIACH 
Staff Reporter 

I would use someday." 

Heroes come in all shapes, sizes an.d categories. 

The collection kits are used as educational tools for 
students, preschool through college, to help them learn, 
_appreciate and protect the Galveston Bay environs for fu
ture generations. Some are heroes for saving lives, others are heroes for 

teaching. College of the Mainland has its very own hero. 
Chuck Buddenhagen received the 1996 Galveston Bay 
Foundation Hero Award De.~. ~-----

GBF volunteers give talks to area schools about 
Galveston Bay as well as the Texas City Dike. The talks 

and slide presentations are 
about the nature of.the bay, ani
mals that live there and the hu
man interaction with the b~y. 
After each talk Buddenhagen 
leaves a collection kit full of 
indigenous shells and rocks 
from the bay and the dike for 
the students. 

10. He also was a GBF Hero 
in 19~5. 

Buddenhagen, program 
director for Continuing Educa
tion and Community Services, 
received the current award for 
his continued development of 
the Galveston Bay Shell and 
Geologic Collection and pre
sentations to more than 1,200 
students in 1996. He was one 
of five to be selected from 
1,000 Galveston Bay Founda
tion volunteers. 

In fall 1995 Buddenhagen 
assembled shell collections for 
the GBF after talking with Dr. 
Donald G. Bass, dean of In
struction and Student Develop,
ment, also a member of GBF, 
about the need for more speci-
mens. 

Buddenhagen showed 
Dean Bass his collection which 
had accumulated in his garage 
·ror years. "I had over 50,000 
shells jn my garage that I knew 

"It's funny, it (the kit) 
works just 'as well at the pre
school level as at the college 
level," Buddenhagen said. 
"The kits are good because 
people are naturally curious 
about things (shells and rocks) 
they pick up at the beach." 

The kits provide people 
with more knowledge about 
what they find. Each kit con
tains numbered shells and 
rocks and a booklet, with num-

Chuck Budd~nhagen, named GBF Hero Dec, 10 for bered pictures to match; also a 
assembling shell collections distributed for educa- brief history of each specimen 
tional purposes, holds a Murex shell while displaying is in the booklet. 
other specimens. Buddenhagen is program director "There are lots of things 
of Continuing Education and Community Services at ( shells and rocks) that are Jo. 
COM, (Photo by Patricia Hill) See Hero Page 8 
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News/Features 

Folk ,iagerCharlle King sings and play~ guitar to a politically a<tivated audience. King played throe performances 
Wed-ay, Feb. 5, In the Learning Resources Center Auditorium. (Photo by Maree Doo) 

King rocks COM with political ballads 
lly JUIJAN RIANO 
Slaff Reporter 

1be Leaming Resources Auditorium was politically 
activated with guitar riffs and choruses, such as "We're 
gonna sing Mandela free!" when folk singer Charlie King 
held three free concerts at College of the Mainland Feb. 
S. Performances were at 9:30 a.m., 11 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. 

King Slnuruned the guitar as his voice, a lyrical stream 
of sound, echoed through the air. At times· King iOvited 
the audience to sing along with the refrain. He told sto
ries in the manner of a roving minstrel, through ballads 
about people, politics and the oppressed. 

1be song. "My Name¼> Joe," tells the story about a 
Thai cook in New York City who angers his employer; in 
response the employer calls immigration authorities to 
haul the cook off. The song ends with the cook walking 
on the beach after eluding his captors. 

"I can't ever leave Texas without writing a song," 

King declared. He then sang a song he composed in Texas 
in 1989. It was about the fall of the Berlin Wall. 

"This song is also about the wall that surrounds us 
all," King said. "the wall of fe"ar that we have to bring 
down with a hammer." 

In between numbers King introduced his next song, 
his inspiration for the song, and a short synopsis of the 

song_. - ' ' , 
All this he sprinkfed with wit and political humor, 

leaving the audience in gales of laughter. 
However, not all the songs King pcrfonned were his 

originals. He also sang folk songs which have been passed 
down from person to person. Among them were "Plant
ing Seeds" by Alvina Davis and "My Name is Joe" by 
David Hayes. 

King ended with ""God Bless the Grass." Grass is a 
metaphor for the restless oppressed seeking reform. "They 
can be cut back, but they always grow back and have the 
strength to eventually break the concrete." 

Lottery-itis strikes; 
son fed up with dad 

Julian 
Riano 

It seems every time the Texas Lotto jackpot gets up 
around the $30 millions people are suddenly stricken 
with lottery-itis. Recently my father has developed his 
own system for the lottery. He will buy 720 tickets ($1 
per ticket) with the aid of "investors" (his lottery-itis 
friends). As I half-listened to his latest explanation, I 
pondered the possibility of winning the lottery. 

Please note: It is probably more likely that you will 
be struck by lig~tning than that you win win the lottery. 

And just who does win the lottery? Little old ladies 
who live in the middle of nowhere? Immigrants just 
arrived from the "Old Country?" Psychics who divine 
lottery numbers? If you do not fit these criteria, then 
your chances of winning are significantly lower. 

As far as I know, my father has never met anyone 
who has won the lottery. And I'm quite sure that no one 
in our family has a friend who has won. Has anyone 
from Texas City ever won? Probably not. 

I listened to my father's friend ask him what 
distinguished his present scheme from any other half
baked, get-rich-quick schemes. Like all such schemes 
my father boasted that his idea fell from heaven, is quick 
money and guarantees a definite win. The actual system 
is very simple, which made me wonder, "What makes 
him think no one else bas trie.d it2'' 

I'm sure there is an ocean filled with the tears of all 
the people who have lost the lottery. I'm also sure there 
is a grain vf sand lying next to that ocean for every 
failed psychic reading, fortune cookie fortune and 
s~iaJ system that people have tried. 

I talked to my mother about my father's latest 
scheme and she agreed it w~ half-baked, but told me 
that it wOUld be OK as long as it kept him off the streets. 
I guess she's right, but I swC?8r I won't be buying any 
lottery tickets. However, he did make the most money 
he has ever made from the lottery. Feb. 5 he won $48. 

~Inter COM Reader slams enforcing smoking policy 
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Editor's Note: This letter is in response to the Page 1 
lnterCOM story, "COM Senate discusses enforcing 
smoking policy" in the December issue. 
Dear Editor, 

Although I have not had a cigarette in three years, I 
have sympathy for those addicted to nicotine. 

Once upon a time, we had a policy wtiich banned 
smoking in all College of the Mainland ·buildings. That 
seemed to work pretty Well, but the People's Republic of 
COM decided to go one step further and created 
designated areas wherein the proletariat could smoke. 

Many of these are inconvenient and: one, by the 
Technical/Vocational Building, is down-right dangerous. 
Smokers in that area are not visible and cannot be heard 
from most of the campus. It is only a matter of time 
before someone is mugged or abducted since the area is 
very accessible by a vehicle. But what the hell, they 
deserve it; they're smokers aren't they? 

Now, certain folks want to make us a smoke-free 
Repllblic because the naughty proletariat is discarding 
butts ( cigarette, that is) on the ground and worse yet, 
unconsecrated ground; the same pristine l31!-dscape 
which is often littered with Coke cups and candy 
wrappers. Perhaps we should become a candy, Coke, et · 
al-free campus, too! 

If the new ban is adopted, the result will be as 
follows: · 

, 

1) Campus police, already understaffed, will be 
writing "smoking tickets" while serious crime flour
ishes. You don't think crooks are smart enough to use 
this as a diversion? And what planet was that you said 
you're from? 

2) Smokers would still smoke, but now they would 
have no regard for location since they would already be 
sinnehl.; Since there would be no 11,<;h. tre_ys,.all butts~ ~ 

· would go on the ground. 
3) When smokers see the campus police, they 

would quickly discard their smoke since a ticket would 
require actually catching a sinner in the act. Thus we 
would not only have butts on the ground, but lighted 
ones at that. 

4) People would not pay the fines; not a problem 
now, since very few actual tickets have been written. 

Perhaps it is time to return to a realistic, enforceable 
policy which treats people as adult human beings who 
happen to have a disgusting addiction; provide ample, 
strategically placed ash trays and allow our excellent 
campus police to guard against real crime. 

Bob Wennagel, business professor 
Editor's Note: Also in the December smoking policy 
story, the statement that Wellness Director J.B. Bryant 

. recommended enforcing the policy was incorrect. He 
sent the memo suggesting enforcement on behalf of the 
Wellness Advisozy Board. It was not his suggestion. 

- · 
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Mary Visser, one of the four artists featured in 
the new exhibit at the COM Art Gallery, with 
two of her sculptures. The exhibit, Four Cerami
cists From Austin, nins through Feb. 23. 

(Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 

COM Art Gallery show 
features ceramic works 
Continued from Page 1---------

Using slides to illustrate the development of 
her work, Visser explained how she utilizes com
puters in the initial stages before she translates the 
ideas into clay. -

Visser's work often features large, sometimes 
life-Size human figures, either as 3-D sculptures or 
as flat pieces to be hung on a wall. To achiev,e accu
rate body positions, Visser videotapes dancers who 
perform her choreographed movements. With the 
computer, she "framegrabs" an image from the 
video which is then reduced to contour lines. This 
image can then be turned around, viewed f~m all 
sides and even have engineering stresses measured, 
before going into the ceramic stage. 

As Visser explained, this saves a lot of time 
and materials on "dry runs" or ideas which tum out 
to be impossible to produce in clay. Using the com
puter program, she also can try out color and pat
tern in. different combinations before finally glaz
ing. Visser's current work features brightly colored 
and highly patterned surfaces. Once she reaches the 
stage of working with clay, VlSSer said the piece 
can go in an entirely new direction, directed by the 
form of the clay itself. 

. "Dance expresses complex emotions with a 
simple gesture," Visser explained, as she told of 
childhood ballet lessons w.hicb inspired a lifelong 
interest in dance. 1\vo of Visser 's three pieces on 
display were inspired by dance. 

Other recurring images in Visser's work include 
fish and houses. The fish forms developed after 
scuba diving in the Caribbean, and the house image 
symbolizes women's traditional roles, an idea which 
Visser challenges in both her work and her life. 

One of Visser~s pieces in the exhibition, "The 
Marriage ,Act," portrays a couple performing what 
looks like a circus act. One partner is holding the 
other aloft, and Visser said that the imagery comes 
from how one partner in

0 
a marriage is often sup

porting the other or juggling the other's activities. 
The exhibit runs through Feb. 23, and gallery 

hours are Monday to Wednesday, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. · 
For further information call (409) 938-1211 or 

(281) ZBCJ..3991, Ext. 354. 
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Worries presented to president, deans 
Continued from Page 1-----------

Dr. Pope advised that emergencies are handled 
through the campus police station. The police dispatch 
members of the campus emergency respon~ team to as
sist in any way possible until emergency medical services 
personnel arrive. Student Activities Board sponsor 
Maryann Urick, a member of the response team, said that 
response team member Nancy Eubanks, who as a nurse 
can offer immediate medical aid, is available by pager. 

Most of the students who attended the forum were 
unaware thaf thi~ team exists prompting President Stanley 
to say that steps for emergency procedures should be bet
ter publicized on campus. 

Contonis also asked the deans whom students should 
contact first with any problems at COM. 

Dr. Pope said, "I'll listen to any problem and then 
direct it to Dean Bass if it's not in my area of expertise." 
He added that generally he takes care of buildings, 
grounds, infrastructure, safety and financial services. 
"Things that are uniquely student problems, I don 't deal 
with on a regular basis, food service being the exception." 

Dr. Bass said he "tends to deal with instruction and 
student support services." He added Dr. William T. Spillar, 
COM ombudsman, "does well with many problems." Bar
bara Crews, coordinator of Disabilities Services, helps dis
abled students. Jim Higgins, director of Planning and Pub-

lie Information, or President Stanley handle COM's pub
lic relations. 

The president said he is not the best person for a stu- · 
den.t to contact first with a problem. "I would be a place 
to go when your contact is not working." 

Contonis, who feels prices in the COM Snack Bar 
are too high, asked if it were possible to implement a pro
gram that.gives students who are on Pell Grants or have 
low incomes a meal card or account to receive food at the 
snack bar free of charge. 

SAB Speakers Chairwoman Sessalie Premo agreed 
that "the prices are astronomical." 

President Stanley advised that food prices are set by 
Brown Food Services, which holds the contract for the 
snack bar and vending machines. As for meal cards, he 
said he didn't know of monies available for sUCh a pro
gram, but added he wished the college had the finailces to 
provide students with transportation, child care and food. 

Contonis also asked if it would be possible for a side
walk to be built to directly connect the TechnicalNoca
tional Building with the Math/Science Building. Another 
student asked about having covered walkways to connect 
the Student Center, Admissions Building and the gym. 
The president and the deans said they would look into the 
possibilities of such constructions. 

The next student concerns forum is April 8. 

Students put knowledge to test in Sex Bowl 
By LETICIA MONDRAGON 
Slaff Reporter 

Did you kn(!.W that the banana is used to demonstrate 
how to use a condom and that the No. 1 sexually trans
mitted disease in Galveston County is chlamydia? 

These facts and more were discussed at the Sex Bowl 
Tuesday, Feb. 4, during College Hour. The popular quiz 
sfioW wasc5ffifucleabefore3fiifty- rarge1unch-1ime 
crowd in the College of the Mainland Student Center. 

Jim Hilton, who has been with the.Galveston County 
1--,:ealth District (Sexually Transmitted Diseases), for 25 

. years, was the new !Jost of the Student-Activities-Board
sponsored evenathis year. 

"This gives us a chance to see how much the public 

knows about STDs and it also makes learning fun with
out the boring lectures," Hilton said. 

Two four-member panels of students tested their 
knowledge of the facts of life. The winning team, Heather 
Pena, Bobbie Cobb. Erick Hunter and Diana Lopez, won 
T-shirts and $5 gift certificates to the COM Snack Bar. 

Derrick Shinette, Kathy Pollard, Brandie McDonald 
and Danial Martinez were on the losing team; each re

- ceived T-sh1rtS~a cons-:otatiorr prize. - ..-... 
Coordinators of the Sex Bowl were Maryann Urick, 

SAB sponsor and Recreational Programs coordinator; 
April Fields, SAB president; and Rachel Duck, chair
woman of the Sex Bowl. Other SAB helpers were Sessa lie 
Premo, speakers chairwoman; Erika Rice, Student Gov
ernment representative; Paresh J>atel and Jose Galvan. 

Spring 1997 lnterCOM staff 

Spring 1997 lnterCOM staff members gather in the COM gazebo. Staff members ftnt row (from left) are 
Jim Park; Patrici,a Hill, assistant editor; Rosalind Marshall, photography editor; Maree Doo, managing 
editor; Amy K. Patlacb. Second row (from left) are Lorielle Blackwell; Jose Galvan; Julian Riano; Marcus 

, Wh~rton_; Leticia Mondragon; M~che_lle Hil~; Bill, Glenn and Mu1Ta.y Getz. (Photo by Astrid H. ~wery) 
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Sports/Recreation 

At the 3-oo-3 Student Basketball Tournament held Jan. 29 in the COM gym, Team Two attempts to block Team 
One's shot. From left, Larry McCorkle, Jermaine Thomas, Antonio Malone (airborne) Sydney Winn and Ronald 
Grogan. Team Two, the winnen will represent COM at the GCIC Sports Day. (Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 

3-on-3 basketball hotly combated 
By MARCUS WHARTON 
Staff Reporter 

1\venty College of the Mainland stwlents participated 
Jan. 29 in the first 3-on-3 Student Basketball Toumameat 
of the spring semester. Five teams were involved in the 
tournament, with Team 1\vo winning 7-5 in the final of 
five rounds. 

Team Two members, Larry McCorkle, Ronald 
Grogan, Dominique Green and Antonio Malone, won all 
four of their games by a margin of 7 or more points (12-3, 
10-2 and 10-3) until they faced Team Three, Adrian 
Murray, Erick Hunter, Melvin Hudnall and Roy Holmes. 

The game between Team Two and Team Three was 
hotly combated, and the most exciting game of the tour
nament. The game was decided by a mere 2 points. Dur
ing this round the intensity of play increased, scoring was 
a feat in itself and more fouls were called than in all other 
previous rounds. 

The tournament consisted of five rounds, with each 
of the five consisting of 10-rninute games. Because no 
referees were available, teams were required to call their 
own fouls·. During each round, one of the five teams got a 
bye (had to sit out). 

All the teams played with great intensity. These play
ers really knew bow to bloc~ to steal, to pass and to shoot. 

Now Team Two will represent COM in the Gulf Coast 
Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day sponsored by 
Houston Community College March 6. 

Team'Two will play in match-ups against the follow
ing colleges: Alvin Community, Houston Community, San 
Jacinto, Brazosport, Galveston, Lee, North Harris Mont
gomery Community and Wharton County Junior in the 
GCIC Sports Day. 

COM also Will hold more basketball tournaments: 
Fe~. 26 at 2 p.m. and March 26 at 2 p.m. The annual Stu
dent vs. Employee Basketball Tournament will be played 
April 4 at 5 p.m. in the gym. 

Students, staff vie weekly in volleyball 
By MARCUS WHARTON 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland held the first set of the stu
dent and employee volleyball games Tuesday, Feb 6. Ten 
students and one employee participated in this semester's 
first set of volleyball games. 

After the volleyball had been blocked, set and spiked 
a ,few times, and a couple games had been played, the 
team of Jorge Careaga, Richard Clifford, Anton Mitchell, ~ 

Maryann Urick (employee) and Tiffany Walker trampled 
the other team, 15-9 and 15-7. -

However, Monica Bernadich, Jody Davis, Jess 
Dempsey, Michael DeValle, Kristy Pavini and Heather 
Pena dido 't lose in vain. With each near miss and bobbled 
set, everyone laughed and had a good time. 

Teams will not keep records; each player in this league 
will keep bis or her own. If a player cannot participate 
every wee~, the team doesn't suffer. The team may choose 
another player to fill in. 

At the end of the season, April 10, the individual play
ers with the most.wins will receive free T-shirts for being 
the top players of the league. 

Volleyball games will be played every Thursday at 
4:30 p.m. League play lasts nine weeks, Feb. 6-April 10. 

Three games are played in each set. Unlike other stu
dent/employee sports at COM in which students and em
ployees compete against each other, both students and 
employees are intermingled on teams. 

Games are played for enjoyment only and, of course, 
that free T-shirt at the end of the season. All students and 
ef!Jployees_are invi~ed to join iJ.nd enjoy the gopd tim~s. 

• 

• 

Baseball's history 
inspires nostalgia 
By MURRAY GETZ 
StalT Reporter 

Editor's Note: This is the first part of a three-part series 
on baseball: Part 1 deals with baseball as it was; Part 2 
shows baseball as it is now; Part 3 deals with what the 
author thinks it should be. 
Part 1: Baseball as it was. 

Old Abner Doubleday should have been .smiling from 
his grave. As the founder of modem-day baseball, lo those 
many years ago, he would have been happy with the state 
of his game when I was a boy (lo those many years ago.) 
You see, baseball was a big part of our lives back in the 
'40s. We played it in our gym classes, we played it on the 
school teams, and after school you would find us with 
our tattered gloves and beat-up baseballs.choosing up sides 
aild getting in a few innings befote dark. 

But that wasn't all there was to it. Being native Hous
tonians, we pledged allegiance to our professional ball 
club, the Houston Buffaloes of the class AA Texas League. 
Yes, during the season you would find us yelling and 
screaming high up in the stands at the old Buff stadium 
(the home plate is now imbedded in its original location 
in the show room floor of the Finger Furniture Store at 
Interstate 45 and Cullen Boulevard) urging our heroes on 
to victory over the likes of those pesky Beaumont Ex
porters. 

I can still see it in my mind's eye: a stadium filled 
nightly with loyal fans, all well behaved, all having a fine 
night out with the family at the old ball game. I can still 
hear the crack of the bat, the roar of the crowd and then 
the cheers as our fleet-footed center fielder, Hal Epps, 
settled under what looked like a sure triple. We watched 
with utter relief as he pounded his glove, looked up and 
with an outstretched hand hauled in the rally-ending fly 
-ball. He would then trot into the dugout after tipping his 
hat to acknowledge the plaudits of the fans. 

Getting to those games took a little ingenuity becau5e 
there was the old problem of "lacacash." No money! 

Even though this was a chronic problem, we did man
age to solve it in a unique manner. We would raid our 
parents' closets, taking all the unused wire coat hangers 
off to the local dry cleaners where we would. sell them for 
15 cents a hundred. With this new-found wealth, a group 
of us would take a cab to the ballpark, splitting the buck 
cab fare five ways. 

Early in the season we had purchased our Knot Hole 
Gang cards, which was a season pass allowing us young 
fans to get into the game free. While enjoying the game, 
if we had the cash, we could splurge and enjoy a hot dog 
and a drink for the total sum of 35 cents. 

Yes, this was the good life. The Buffs usually fielded 
a good team, and being a St. Louis Cardinal farm team, 
this was the last stop for the top players before being called 
up to the majors. Houston fans were a loyal lot, and base
ball in those days was defihitely' a source of recreation 
for the entire family. 

Before the season opened, Houston took on a major
league look as visiting teams would come to play pre
season exhibition games. 

Just imagine the excitement when the New York Yan
kees came to town to do battle with our own Buffs. There 
was Joe DiMaggio, in the flesh, living up to his reputa
tion by doing all those things he was so famous for. Be
fore our spellbound eyes, Joe would hit the cover off the 
ball, make spectacular catches and could be seen perfonn
ing feats on the diamond that made him a legend in our 
time. What more could the game be for us? How could 
our sports life be any better? 

This was baseball at its 1947 best. 
Yes, if old Abner could have seen us here in Houston 

, then, enjoying playing and being spectators at his game, 
he would have been pleased. This is the way baseball was 

,. suppo~~ to JJ,e. fun for all .. , aud lt wa~ac;k then. 
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InterCOM staffer 
airs political views 

1997 

Now we go from '96 
To 1997; 

Life's become a crapshoot 
7 come 11. 

In America today 
Not everyone's got enough to eat 
If the Republicans get their way 

There'll be packs of starving children on the 
street. 

It's become a government for the government 
Not for the common man 

How did things go so wrong 
In our great land? 

Ethics on Capitol Hill, no way 
Can't you smell a louse? 

It's the President of the United States 
'And the Speaker of the House. 

Old Newt likes to bitch and holler 
Man, can he raise hell 

But; when it comes to his own ethics 
they've gone-A-W-0°L. 

The laws are written now 
For the government to abuse 

You see, my friend, in America today 
You're "guilty" if accused. 

The Politicians want more money, 
Now that's the awful crime 

Mo' money, mo' money, mo' money 
Can they tax a dime? 

Our government wants m9re money 
What else can they tax? 

If you can think of anything else 
Please send the Clintons a fax ... 

Letter to the Editor 
Entertainer highly praises 
InterCOM's review of act 
Dear Murray (Getz), 

I wouldn't teU you this were it not true; your article 
on my show (Nov. 5 at College of the Mainland) was 
perhaps the best I've read from any campus newspaper. 
It was upbeat, genuine and professional. 

So many thanks for keeping me in mind. This 
article will be forwarded to my agent and will likely 
become part of my press kit. 

Keep writing! You've got a great style and a good 
command for expressing yourself. 

Warmest regards, 
Frederick Winters, hypnotist 

Editor's Note: Staff reporter Murray Getz reviewed 
hypnotist Frederick Winters' COM performance in the 
November InterCOM. 
Winters show was held in the Lt::arning Resources 
Center Auditorium. 
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Campus beagle journeys 7 miles home 
ByMARCEDOO 
Managing Editor 

It is amazing what a little love, attention, a bed and a 
house can do for someone's personality and happiness, 
and Giselle, pet beagle of the Grounds Maintenance Team1 

is no different. GiSClle, who is a changed dog. is back on 
campus after running away from her adoptive home. 

For the past five years, Giselle has been an on-again, 
off-again visitor to the College of the Mainland campus, 
being fed and receiving attention sporadically. However, 
all last year Grounds MainteJ\ance Team members Dor
othy Kemp and Rosie Myers fed her consistently, and 
Giselle became a permanent COM resident as Well as the 
mascot for the Grounds Maintenance Team. 

Until the most recent events in her life, Giselle would 
not allow anyone near her, not even'to give her food. 

Last November Giselle was hit by a scooter on cam
pus. When Kemp and Myers noticed Giselle was hop
ping on three legs, they took her to a veterinary clinic in 
Texas City. After three weeks and about $215 of care, she 
was released and adopted by Mail Services employee 
Dianna Philips, who took Giselle home to her fenced-in 
yard one week before classes ended for Christmas break. 

Giselle stayed four days at Phillips' home and then, 
after digging her way to freedom, walke~ the almost seven 
miles to COM. Myers first saw Giselle in the parking lot 
behind the TechnicalNocational Buildipg. Myers and 
Kemp took Giselle, who let them pick her up without pro
test, to the Maintenance Building. 

Kemp and Myers then made Giselle a dog house due 
to the growing wintry weather conditions. 

The dog house is a lean-to that at one time housed 
the kiln for ceramics classes. After boarding it up and seal

. ing it. with black plastic tarp, Kemp and Myers put flat
tened out cardboard boxes on the floor-which they 
change daily--to keep the structure clean. In the middle 
of the "dog palace," Kemp and Myers have set up a large 
box with some hay in it and a blanket so Giselle has a 
wann place to sleep. Giselle now has her own food bowl 
which Kemp and Myers fill daily with dry and canned 
dog {ood and some food scraps. 

"Since we put her in her house she has been very 
friendly," Kemp said. The be11gle comes to anyo·ne now, 
running and jumping up to be petted. If you bend down 
and scratch her ears, Giselle will sit very still seeming to 
enjoy every second of the attention. 

Because of Giselle's new friendly behavior, Myers 
and Kemp keep her in the dog house for safety reasons. 
When Giselle is outside, Kemp and Myers keep her un
der very tight supervision because they do not want Giselle 
to get hurt again. 

Some money was left over from the donations for 

Giselle's vete.rinary bill and Kemp has used that to buy 
dog food. In order to ke.ep Giselle healthy. the women 
mix aspirin and garlic tablets into her food. Over a long 
holiday, such as the Christrpas break, Kemp and Myers 
take turns checking on diselfe and walking her. 

Giselle has another ,l,,enefactor 09 campus in addi
tion to Kemp and Myers. This person who wishes to re
main anonymous is going to pay to have Giselle spayed. 

"I want to stress the importance of having your pets 
spayed or neutered to avoid an overpopulation of stray 
cats and dogs," the benefactor said. 

If you are out and llbout on campus and find yourself 
over by the Maintenance Building across from the Tech
nical/Vocational Building, look for Kemp and Myers. They 
will take you to see Giselle who will enjoy the aitention 
you give her. 

COM Grounds Maintenance Team members Dorothy 
Kemp (left) and Rosie Myers visit witJi. Giselle, their 
team's mascot, in her specially remodeled shed, Giselle 
has her own bed, food bowl and doggy-home comforts 
in her new "dog palace." (Photo by Maree Doo) 

March 17 graduation deadline 
Students planning to participate in the graduation cer

emony must apply by March I?, in the Administration 
Building Advisement Center. Non-participants must ap
ply by the end of the semester to get a diploma. For ques
tions call the Advisement Center at (409) 938-1211 or 
(281) 280-3991, px)s. 496,470 ~nd_ 215. 
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News/Features 

Innovations lab staff is Phyllis Thibodeaux Oeft), supervisor, and technicians Penny Finn (center) and Carol 
Boone. The main funcdon of Innovations is to give student& access to computen, programs and the Internet. It is 
located in Room T-320 of the TechnicalNocational Building. Call Ext. 370 for lab times. (Photo by Martt Doo) 

Innovations offers help, computers 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

Where can a person travel the world, type a research 
paper or analyze his or her personality with the click of a 
mouse button? In the Innovations lab, Room T-320 of the 
Technical/Vocational Building. 

Touring the world in the lab is possible through 
Netscape, a program for Internet access. 

Writing research papers is easier in the lab with sev
eral IBM and Macintosh word processing programs. 

Word processing programs available on the IBM com
puter are Microsoft Word and Microsoft Works and 
WordPerfect 5.62 and 6.1. For Macintosh, the lab has 
MacWrite and Microsoft Word 5.1. 

can in our power to help all students successfully fulfill 
their goals at College of the Mainland." 

Computer novices should have no reservations about 
using the lab's many programs. 

Lab assistant, Boone, who works evenings and week
ends, said, "We'll give as much help as is needed, whether 
it's 10 minutes or an hour." 

Although some computers have games, Boone 
stressed, "This lab is for educational purposes; we dis
courage games because it is intended for educational use." 

Students are advised to bring a 3.5 inch floppy disk 
on which to save their work. The lab doesn't sell disks, 
but they may be purchased in the COM Bookstore. 

Students must check their ID's a:t the front desk. The 
following are acceptable: a-college or state ID or a driver's 

Innovations technician Carol license. 
Boone said the lab offers a wide variety I I I I Nothing may be copied or 
of support programs for College of the unsung Heroes printed off the Internet. Sexually 
Mainland courses in a variety of fields. . . explicit material is prohibited. 

Sociology and psychology students ~. =============;c'J lime on chat lines is limited. Stu
have several computer programs available to them such 
as the Ulscher Profile, a personality analyzer. Two com
puters are dedicated for Emergency Medical Service stu
dents and eight for nursing students. 

"Many of these programs are short and to the point," 
Boone said. "A lot of instructors use them for extra credit." 

Spread sl).eet programs like Lotus and programs that 
allow students lo design graphics are also available. 

The lab is staffed by Phyllis Thibodeaux, Innovations 
supervisor; Penny Finn, Innovations technician; Boone 
and student assistants Elizabeth Lemons, Clair Culpepper, 
Melissa Vodovar and Jose Galvan. 

Thibodeaux has been the Innovations supervisor since 
1992. She defines Innovations as "a lab which is open to 
the whole campus community." She added, "We want stu
dents to know there's an open Lab available."· 

Finn said, "Our main purpose is to do whatever we 

dents are only allowed to access the chat lines for two 
hours in the morning and two hours in the evening (after 
1 p.m.) of any day. 

Thibodeaux reiterated that the computers are to as
sist students with class work. As the lab gets busier 
throughout the semester, the access of chat rooms could 
be restricted even more. 

Innovations has three JBMs, 25 486 PCs and 14 
Macintoshes. Both laser and dot matrix printers are avail
able. The lab also has PC and Macintosh scanners. 

Innovations lab hours for the fall and spring semes
ters are Mondays 7:30 a.m.-8:30 p.m.; and Tuesdays
Thursdays 7:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m. Weekend hours are Fri
days from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. and Saturdays 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Sum
mer hours vary. 

For more information, Thibodeax:, Finn or Boone can 
be reached at (409) 938-1211 or(281) 280-3991, Ext 370. 

Seminars help COM students transfer to UHCL 
The University of Houston-Clear Lake will hold 

transfer seminars desigried to help prospective·students 
transfer from community colleges to the UHCL campus. 
The session dates are March 7, May 2, June 6. July 11 
and Aug. 1. 

UHCL representatives will discuss enrollment re
quirements, application process. financial aid, student life 

• 

and scholarships; review transcripts and conduct tours. 
Students also may talk with an academic program adviser. 

The seminars will meet in Room 1335 of the Bayou 
Building. Call (281) 283-2515 to reserve a space. 

For those who do not attend, admissions counselors 
make regular visits to College of the Mainland. Check 
COM bulletin boards for dates, times and locations. 
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Annual rodeo returns; 
stars head to Houston 
By MARCUS WHARTON 
Staff Reporter 

The Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo re
turns to the Astrodome complex this year for its 65th 
anniversary celebration. This year 20 rodeo perfor
mances are scheduled, including rodeo events, the 
world's largest calf scramble, chuck wagon races 
and an all-star line-up of entertainers. 

Rodeo action begins Friday, Feb. 14, at 7 p.m., 
with Alan Jackson and LeAnn Rimes, the youngest 
country newcomer in years. Following on Satur
day, Feb. 15, at 11 a.m. are Neal McCoy and Bryan 
White. Collin Raye, Trace Adkins and Gary Allan 
finish up the evening at 7 p.m. Tim McGraw and 
Chris Ledoux perform Sunday, Feb. 16, at 4 p.m. 

George Strait headlines both Monday and Tues
day, Feb. 17 and 18, at 7 p.m. On Wednesday and 
Thursday, Feb. 19 and 201 Brooks and Dunn per
form at 7 p.m. It's Girls' Night Out, Friday, Feb. 
21, with Mary Chapin Carpenter, Patty Lovelace 
and Kathy Mattea. Earth, Wind and Fire kick off 
Saturday, Feb. 22, at 11 a.m. to celebrate Black 
Heritage Day. Then Tracy Lawerence and Rick 
Trevino finish up the evening at 7 p.m. 

In celebration of Go Tejano Day, Emilio and 
Grupo Limite entertain at 4 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 23. 
Clay Walker returns Monday, Feb. 24, at 7 p.m., 
Reba McEntire performs Tuesday and Wednesday, 
Feb. 25 and 26, while Wynonna takes the stage 
Thursday. Feb. 27. 

Hank Williams Jr., Charlie Daniels, the 
Marshall Tucker Band and Bo Diddley bring down 
the roof Friday, Feb. 28, at 7 p.m. John Michael 
Montgomery plays at 11 a.m. on Saturday, March 
I. Then Mark Chesnutt and Terri Clark close out 
the night at 7 p.m. Vince Gill finishes it all up at 4 
p.m. Sunday, March 2. 

Tickets are available through Ticketmaster out
lets, located at Blockbuster Music, Foley's, Fiesta 
and Randalls. Tickets also are available on the 
Internet at http://www.ticketmaster.com. Ticket 
prices range from $10 to $19.80, with a service 
charge added at some locations. 

Drop classes 'W' day, April 14 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Staff Reporter 

Is that one class you signed up for at College of the 
Mainland jtlst not working with yo,ur schedule? Is that 
class just not what you had expected? Do you want to 
drop it but don't know how or when? "W" day, the last 
day to withdraw with the grade of "W," is April 14. 

When you withdraw, the grade of .. W" will appear 
on your pe_rmanent record, but has no effect on your grade 
point average. 

However, if you drop 100 many classes too often, you 
may find the words "Scholastic Referral" on your Permit 
to Register. This means you will have to speak with Dr. 
Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student Devel
opment, before you will be allowed to register for a new 
semester. said Wanda Scarlett, Student Records special
ist. 

To drop a class, you must complete a withdrawal form 
in the Admissions and Records Office in the Administra
tion Building. Simply not attending a class does not with
draw you from a course. It is your responsibility to with
draw yourself properly. If you do not withdraw, you will 
most likely receive an F, which will affect your GPA. 

Students who are veterans or who have Pell Grants 
should check with Student Financial Services before drop
ping a class. Penalties m'ay apply. 

' 
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Try fancy footwork 
with flamenco dance 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Photography Editor 

Flamenco. It has nothing whatsoever to do with those 
long-legged pink birds that stand around on one leg. 

Flamenco is a traditional Spanish dance style that 
originated from Moorish gypsies dancing barefooted by 
the campfire light, accompanied only by the rhythm of 
clapping hands and a guitar. 

Today, flamenco bas developed into a sophisticated 
and passionate classical dance form. Flamenco promotes 
strength, grace. sensuality and expressiveness, and is not 
for wallflowers! The entire body is used in this dance style, 
but special attention is paid to dramatic and intricate foot
work and graceful, sweeping arm movements. 

Unleash the gypsy in your soul by learning this ex
citing and invigorating dance through College of the Main
land. This spring, classes in flamenco are being heid at 
the Nessler Center in Texas City. 

Students also will learn to play castanets, which are 
used extel1sively in the dance. These add to the atmosphere 
by providing a strong rhythm and authentic Spanish sound. 

Arlyn Getz, who teaches the classes, has been a dancer 
all her life. Getz has danced professionally in shows, clubs 
and on cruise ships. She also has appeared on national 
television. In addition she operated her oWn dance studio 
for 25 years, and taught ballet at University of Houston. 

Getz says of flamenco: "It's a wonderful expression 
of emotion. The music and rhythm are very exciting; it's 
fun, and it keeps you fit." 

Classes are held on Monday evenings, 7:15-8:15. AJ
though the first beginners' class was Feb. 10, students 
'can still sign up for the remainder of the six-week course. 
A second course will start on March 31, and beginners 
are welcome.-

Women should wear a full skirt and sturdy shoes with 
a small heel. Men should wear hard-soled boots with a 
heel, such as cowboy boots and comfortable clothes. The 
cost is $36 for residents, $41 for non-residents and $19 
for seniors. 

For further information, call the Continuing Educa
tion Office at (409) 938-1211 or (281) 280-3991, Ext 365. 
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COM students Amy K. Padach and Kangni Acouetey survey the Black History Month display In the COM library. 
The display is double sided with one skie featuring great African-American men and the other great African
American women. (Photo by Maree Doo) 

COM celebrates Black History Month 
By MICHELLE HILL 
Staff Reporter 

Black History Month is being celebrated in a num
ber of ways at College of the Mainland. The celebration 
includes a display in the COM Library honoring African
American leaders, as well as several events on campus. 

Both men and women are included in the double-sided 
library display compiled by Tillie Henson, circulation co
ordinator. One side is titled GREAT AFRICAN-AMERI
CAN WOMEN: Legacy & Challenge for the 21st Cen
tury, and gives information with pictures of Rosa Parks, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Harriet Tubman, Sojourner Truth and 
Shirley Chisholm. The other side, GREAT AFRICAN
AMERICAN MEN: Legacy & Challenge for the 21st Cen
tury, holds information and pictures of Ralph Ellison, 
Leroy "Satchel" Paige, Benjamin Banneker, W.E.B. Du 
Bois, Charles Drew and George Washington Carver. 

The first of the Black History Month events at COM 
is a jazz performance by the Pat Williams Quintet in the 
Student Center Feb. 15, 8-LO p.m. 

The movie, Eyes on the Prize, will be shown in the 
Student Center Feb. 17 at 11:10 a.m. The next activity is 
a lecture by Dr. Lee McGriggs, COM government and 
history professor, Feb. 19, 11:10 a.m.-12:20 p.m. in the 
Leaming Resources Ceriter Auditorium, L-131. 

The celebration continues Feb. 24 with a movie td be 
announced. Viewing time will be 11:30 a.m. in the Stu
dent Center. A workshop catted" African•American Atti
tudes for the 21st Century," will be presented by James 
E. Shippy, director of Student Support Services, in the 
LRC Auditorium Feb. 26, 11:10 a.m.-12:20 p.m. 

The game show "Black Jeopardy" will be played in 
the Student Center Feb. 27 at 12:30 p.m. Celebrations will 
wind down Feb. 28 with a gospel festival featuring area 
gospel choirs in the Student Center at 7 p.m. 

96 donate, 18 deferred at spring blood drive SAB spring slate fe,atures 
'90s sock hop, free movies 
By .JOSE GALVAN 

By WRIELLE BLACKWELL 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board 
sponsored the spring semester blood drive Feb. 4-5. Gulf 

Sangita Bhavsar, a certified medical U5i.stant from the 
Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center, prepares to take a · 
blood donation from student Tammy Murk during the 
SAIi- sponsored blood drive held in the Student Center 
Feb. 4-5. (Photo by Maree Doo) 
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Coast Regional Blood Center employees administered the 
drive in the Student Center. 

"With the blood center coming to COM, it makes it 
easier for students to donate rather than having to go to a 
blood center," said April Fields, SAB president. 

· Fifty-four students and staff donated Feb. 4, with 14 
deferrals, and 42 donated Feb. 5, with four deferrals, for a 
total of 96 pints of blood. 

A person may not donate ifhe or she has taken money 
or drugs in exchange for sex, faken illegal drugs with a 
needle, has a bleeding disorder or received blood in the 
past 12 months. 

A person who has a sexually transmitted disease or 
has been treated for one or has had sex with someone who 
has one may not donate. Also anyone who has been in a 
correctional institution for more than 72 hours within the 
past 12 months, has had a tattoo, body or ear piercing or 
acupuncture is prohibited from donating. 

Donaied blood is tested for HIV-1/HIV-2 antibodies, 
hepatitis B surface antigen, hepatitis B core antibodies, 
ALT, HIV-1 antigen, hepatitis C virus antibodies, HTLV-1 
antibodies and syphilis. 

The blood center uses a new bag and a newly steril
ized needle for each donor, said Sangita Bhavsar, a certi
fied medical assistant at the blood center. 

Dpnating blood is important because one donation can 
save the lives of three people since the blood is sorted into 
platelets, red blood cells, cryoprecipitate and plasma. 

For information about donating or locations, call the 
yulf Coast Regional Blood Center at (713) 790-1200. 
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Innovations lab staff is Phyllis Thibodeaux Oeft), supervisor, and technicians Penny Finn (center) and Carol 
Boone. The main funcdon of Innovations is to give student& access to computen, programs and the Internet. It is 
located in Room T-320 of the TechnicalNocational Building. Call Ext. 370 for lab times. (Photo by Martt Doo) 

Innovations offers help, computers 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

Where can a person travel the world, type a research 
paper or analyze his or her personality with the click of a 
mouse button? In the Innovations lab, Room T-320 of the 
Technical/Vocational Building. 

Touring the world in the lab is possible through 
Netscape, a program for Internet access. 

Writing research papers is easier in the lab with sev
eral IBM and Macintosh word processing programs. 

Word processing programs available on the IBM com
puter are Microsoft Word and Microsoft Works and 
WordPerfect 5.62 and 6.1. For Macintosh, the lab has 
MacWrite and Microsoft Word 5.1. 

can in our power to help all students successfully fulfill 
their goals at College of the Mainland." 

Computer novices should have no reservations about 
using the lab's many programs. 

Lab assistant, Boone, who works evenings and week
ends, said, "We'll give as much help as is needed, whether 
it's 10 minutes or an hour." 

Although some computers have games, Boone 
stressed, "This lab is for educational purposes; we dis
courage games because it is intended for educational use." 

Students are advised to bring a 3.5 inch floppy disk 
on which to save their work. The lab doesn't sell disks, 
but they may be purchased in the COM Bookstore. 

Students must check their ID's a:t the front desk. The 
following are acceptable: a-college or state ID or a driver's 

Innovations technician Carol license. 
Boone said the lab offers a wide variety I I I I Nothing may be copied or 
of support programs for College of the unsung Heroes printed off the Internet. Sexually 
Mainland courses in a variety of fields. . . explicit material is prohibited. 

Sociology and psychology students ~. =============;c'J lime on chat lines is limited. Stu
have several computer programs available to them such 
as the Ulscher Profile, a personality analyzer. Two com
puters are dedicated for Emergency Medical Service stu
dents and eight for nursing students. 

"Many of these programs are short and to the point," 
Boone said. "A lot of instructors use them for extra credit." 

Spread sl).eet programs like Lotus and programs that 
allow students lo design graphics are also available. 

The lab is staffed by Phyllis Thibodeaux, Innovations 
supervisor; Penny Finn, Innovations technician; Boone 
and student assistants Elizabeth Lemons, Clair Culpepper, 
Melissa Vodovar and Jose Galvan. 

Thibodeaux has been the Innovations supervisor since 
1992. She defines Innovations as "a lab which is open to 
the whole campus community." She added, "We want stu
dents to know there's an open Lab available."· 

Finn said, "Our main purpose is to do whatever we 

dents are only allowed to access the chat lines for two 
hours in the morning and two hours in the evening (after 
1 p.m.) of any day. 

Thibodeaux reiterated that the computers are to as
sist students with class work. As the lab gets busier 
throughout the semester, the access of chat rooms could 
be restricted even more. 

Innovations has three JBMs, 25 486 PCs and 14 
Macintoshes. Both laser and dot matrix printers are avail
able. The lab also has PC and Macintosh scanners. 

Innovations lab hours for the fall and spring semes
ters are Mondays 7:30 a.m.-8:30 p.m.; and Tuesdays
Thursdays 7:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m. Weekend hours are Fri
days from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. and Saturdays 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Sum
mer hours vary. 

For more information, Thibodeax:, Finn or Boone can 
be reached at (409) 938-1211 or(281) 280-3991, Ext 370. 

Seminars help COM students transfer to UHCL 
The University of Houston-Clear Lake will hold 

transfer seminars desigried to help prospective·students 
transfer from community colleges to the UHCL campus. 
The session dates are March 7, May 2, June 6. July 11 
and Aug. 1. 

UHCL representatives will discuss enrollment re
quirements, application process. financial aid, student life 

• 

and scholarships; review transcripts and conduct tours. 
Students also may talk with an academic program adviser. 

The seminars will meet in Room 1335 of the Bayou 
Building. Call (281) 283-2515 to reserve a space. 

For those who do not attend, admissions counselors 
make regular visits to College of the Mainland. Check 
COM bulletin boards for dates, times and locations. 

• 

Annual rodeo returns; 
stars head to Houston 
By MARCUS WHARTON 
Staff Reporter 

The Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo re
turns to the Astrodome complex this year for its 65th 
anniversary celebration. This year 20 rodeo perfor
mances are scheduled, including rodeo events, the 
world's largest calf scramble, chuck wagon races 
and an all-star line-up of entertainers. 

Rodeo action begins Friday, Feb. 14, at 7 p.m., 
with Alan Jackson and LeAnn Rimes, the youngest 
country newcomer in years. Following on Satur
day, Feb. 15, at 11 a.m. are Neal McCoy and Bryan 
White. Collin Raye, Trace Adkins and Gary Allan 
finish up the evening at 7 p.m. Tim McGraw and 
Chris Ledoux perform Sunday, Feb. 16, at 4 p.m. 

George Strait headlines both Monday and Tues
day, Feb. 17 and 18, at 7 p.m. On Wednesday and 
Thursday, Feb. 19 and 201 Brooks and Dunn per
form at 7 p.m. It's Girls' Night Out, Friday, Feb. 
21, with Mary Chapin Carpenter, Patty Lovelace 
and Kathy Mattea. Earth, Wind and Fire kick off 
Saturday, Feb. 22, at 11 a.m. to celebrate Black 
Heritage Day. Then Tracy Lawerence and Rick 
Trevino finish up the evening at 7 p.m. 

In celebration of Go Tejano Day, Emilio and 
Grupo Limite entertain at 4 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 23. 
Clay Walker returns Monday, Feb. 24, at 7 p.m., 
Reba McEntire performs Tuesday and Wednesday, 
Feb. 25 and 26, while Wynonna takes the stage 
Thursday. Feb. 27. 

Hank Williams Jr., Charlie Daniels, the 
Marshall Tucker Band and Bo Diddley bring down 
the roof Friday, Feb. 28, at 7 p.m. John Michael 
Montgomery plays at 11 a.m. on Saturday, March 
I. Then Mark Chesnutt and Terri Clark close out 
the night at 7 p.m. Vince Gill finishes it all up at 4 
p.m. Sunday, March 2. 

Tickets are available through Ticketmaster out
lets, located at Blockbuster Music, Foley's, Fiesta 
and Randalls. Tickets also are available on the 
Internet at http://www.ticketmaster.com. Ticket 
prices range from $10 to $19.80, with a service 
charge added at some locations. 

Drop classes 'W' day, April 14 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Staff Reporter 

Is that one class you signed up for at College of the 
Mainland jtlst not working with yo,ur schedule? Is that 
class just not what you had expected? Do you want to 
drop it but don't know how or when? "W" day, the last 
day to withdraw with the grade of "W," is April 14. 

When you withdraw, the grade of .. W" will appear 
on your pe_rmanent record, but has no effect on your grade 
point average. 

However, if you drop 100 many classes too often, you 
may find the words "Scholastic Referral" on your Permit 
to Register. This means you will have to speak with Dr. 
Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Student Devel
opment, before you will be allowed to register for a new 
semester. said Wanda Scarlett, Student Records special
ist. 

To drop a class, you must complete a withdrawal form 
in the Admissions and Records Office in the Administra
tion Building. Simply not attending a class does not with
draw you from a course. It is your responsibility to with
draw yourself properly. If you do not withdraw, you will 
most likely receive an F, which will affect your GPA. 

Students who are veterans or who have Pell Grants 
should check with Student Financial Services before drop
ping a class. Penalties m'ay apply. 

' 
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Try fancy footwork 
with flamenco dance 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Photography Editor 

Flamenco. It has nothing whatsoever to do with those 
long-legged pink birds that stand around on one leg. 

Flamenco is a traditional Spanish dance style that 
originated from Moorish gypsies dancing barefooted by 
the campfire light, accompanied only by the rhythm of 
clapping hands and a guitar. 

Today, flamenco bas developed into a sophisticated 
and passionate classical dance form. Flamenco promotes 
strength, grace. sensuality and expressiveness, and is not 
for wallflowers! The entire body is used in this dance style, 
but special attention is paid to dramatic and intricate foot
work and graceful, sweeping arm movements. 

Unleash the gypsy in your soul by learning this ex
citing and invigorating dance through College of the Main
land. This spring, classes in flamenco are being heid at 
the Nessler Center in Texas City. 

Students also will learn to play castanets, which are 
used extel1sively in the dance. These add to the atmosphere 
by providing a strong rhythm and authentic Spanish sound. 

Arlyn Getz, who teaches the classes, has been a dancer 
all her life. Getz has danced professionally in shows, clubs 
and on cruise ships. She also has appeared on national 
television. In addition she operated her oWn dance studio 
for 25 years, and taught ballet at University of Houston. 

Getz says of flamenco: "It's a wonderful expression 
of emotion. The music and rhythm are very exciting; it's 
fun, and it keeps you fit." 

Classes are held on Monday evenings, 7:15-8:15. AJ
though the first beginners' class was Feb. 10, students 
'can still sign up for the remainder of the six-week course. 
A second course will start on March 31, and beginners 
are welcome.-

Women should wear a full skirt and sturdy shoes with 
a small heel. Men should wear hard-soled boots with a 
heel, such as cowboy boots and comfortable clothes. The 
cost is $36 for residents, $41 for non-residents and $19 
for seniors. 

For further information, call the Continuing Educa
tion Office at (409) 938-1211 or (281) 280-3991, Ext 365. 
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COM students Amy K. Padach and Kangni Acouetey survey the Black History Month display In the COM library. 
The display is double sided with one skie featuring great African-American men and the other great African
American women. (Photo by Maree Doo) 

COM celebrates Black History Month 
By MICHELLE HILL 
Staff Reporter 

Black History Month is being celebrated in a num
ber of ways at College of the Mainland. The celebration 
includes a display in the COM Library honoring African
American leaders, as well as several events on campus. 

Both men and women are included in the double-sided 
library display compiled by Tillie Henson, circulation co
ordinator. One side is titled GREAT AFRICAN-AMERI
CAN WOMEN: Legacy & Challenge for the 21st Cen
tury, and gives information with pictures of Rosa Parks, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Harriet Tubman, Sojourner Truth and 
Shirley Chisholm. The other side, GREAT AFRICAN
AMERICAN MEN: Legacy & Challenge for the 21st Cen
tury, holds information and pictures of Ralph Ellison, 
Leroy "Satchel" Paige, Benjamin Banneker, W.E.B. Du 
Bois, Charles Drew and George Washington Carver. 

The first of the Black History Month events at COM 
is a jazz performance by the Pat Williams Quintet in the 
Student Center Feb. 15, 8-LO p.m. 

The movie, Eyes on the Prize, will be shown in the 
Student Center Feb. 17 at 11:10 a.m. The next activity is 
a lecture by Dr. Lee McGriggs, COM government and 
history professor, Feb. 19, 11:10 a.m.-12:20 p.m. in the 
Leaming Resources Ceriter Auditorium, L-131. 

The celebration continues Feb. 24 with a movie td be 
announced. Viewing time will be 11:30 a.m. in the Stu
dent Center. A workshop catted" African•American Atti
tudes for the 21st Century," will be presented by James 
E. Shippy, director of Student Support Services, in the 
LRC Auditorium Feb. 26, 11:10 a.m.-12:20 p.m. 

The game show "Black Jeopardy" will be played in 
the Student Center Feb. 27 at 12:30 p.m. Celebrations will 
wind down Feb. 28 with a gospel festival featuring area 
gospel choirs in the Student Center at 7 p.m. 

96 donate, 18 deferred at spring blood drive SAB spring slate fe,atures 
'90s sock hop, free movies 
By .JOSE GALVAN 

By WRIELLE BLACKWELL 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board 
sponsored the spring semester blood drive Feb. 4-5. Gulf 

Sangita Bhavsar, a certified medical U5i.stant from the 
Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center, prepares to take a · 
blood donation from student Tammy Murk during the 
SAIi- sponsored blood drive held in the Student Center 
Feb. 4-5. (Photo by Maree Doo) 

••• 
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Coast Regional Blood Center employees administered the 
drive in the Student Center. 

"With the blood center coming to COM, it makes it 
easier for students to donate rather than having to go to a 
blood center," said April Fields, SAB president. 

· Fifty-four students and staff donated Feb. 4, with 14 
deferrals, and 42 donated Feb. 5, with four deferrals, for a 
total of 96 pints of blood. 

A person may not donate ifhe or she has taken money 
or drugs in exchange for sex, faken illegal drugs with a 
needle, has a bleeding disorder or received blood in the 
past 12 months. 

A person who has a sexually transmitted disease or 
has been treated for one or has had sex with someone who 
has one may not donate. Also anyone who has been in a 
correctional institution for more than 72 hours within the 
past 12 months, has had a tattoo, body or ear piercing or 
acupuncture is prohibited from donating. 

Donaied blood is tested for HIV-1/HIV-2 antibodies, 
hepatitis B surface antigen, hepatitis B core antibodies, 
ALT, HIV-1 antigen, hepatitis C virus antibodies, HTLV-1 
antibodies and syphilis. 

The blood center uses a new bag and a newly steril
ized needle for each donor, said Sangita Bhavsar, a certi
fied medical assistant at the blood center. 

Dpnating blood is important because one donation can 
save the lives of three people since the blood is sorted into 
platelets, red blood cells, cryoprecipitate and plasma. 

For information about donating or locations, call the 
yulf Coast Regional Blood Center at (713) 790-1200. 
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At the 3-oo-3 Student Basketball Tournament held Jan. 29 in the COM gym, Team Two attempts to block Team 
One's shot. From left, Larry McCorkle, Jermaine Thomas, Antonio Malone (airborne) Sydney Winn and Ronald 
Grogan. Team Two, the winnen will represent COM at the GCIC Sports Day. (Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 

3-on-3 basketball hotly combated 
By MARCUS WHARTON 
Staff Reporter 

1\venty College of the Mainland stwlents participated 
Jan. 29 in the first 3-on-3 Student Basketball Toumameat 
of the spring semester. Five teams were involved in the 
tournament, with Team 1\vo winning 7-5 in the final of 
five rounds. 

Team Two members, Larry McCorkle, Ronald 
Grogan, Dominique Green and Antonio Malone, won all 
four of their games by a margin of 7 or more points (12-3, 
10-2 and 10-3) until they faced Team Three, Adrian 
Murray, Erick Hunter, Melvin Hudnall and Roy Holmes. 

The game between Team Two and Team Three was 
hotly combated, and the most exciting game of the tour
nament. The game was decided by a mere 2 points. Dur
ing this round the intensity of play increased, scoring was 
a feat in itself and more fouls were called than in all other 
previous rounds. 

The tournament consisted of five rounds, with each 
of the five consisting of 10-rninute games. Because no 
referees were available, teams were required to call their 
own fouls·. During each round, one of the five teams got a 
bye (had to sit out). 

All the teams played with great intensity. These play
ers really knew bow to bloc~ to steal, to pass and to shoot. 

Now Team Two will represent COM in the Gulf Coast 
Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day sponsored by 
Houston Community College March 6. 

Team'Two will play in match-ups against the follow
ing colleges: Alvin Community, Houston Community, San 
Jacinto, Brazosport, Galveston, Lee, North Harris Mont
gomery Community and Wharton County Junior in the 
GCIC Sports Day. 

COM also Will hold more basketball tournaments: 
Fe~. 26 at 2 p.m. and March 26 at 2 p.m. The annual Stu
dent vs. Employee Basketball Tournament will be played 
April 4 at 5 p.m. in the gym. 

Students, staff vie weekly in volleyball 
By MARCUS WHARTON 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland held the first set of the stu
dent and employee volleyball games Tuesday, Feb 6. Ten 
students and one employee participated in this semester's 
first set of volleyball games. 

After the volleyball had been blocked, set and spiked 
a ,few times, and a couple games had been played, the 
team of Jorge Careaga, Richard Clifford, Anton Mitchell, ~ 

Maryann Urick (employee) and Tiffany Walker trampled 
the other team, 15-9 and 15-7. -

However, Monica Bernadich, Jody Davis, Jess 
Dempsey, Michael DeValle, Kristy Pavini and Heather 
Pena dido 't lose in vain. With each near miss and bobbled 
set, everyone laughed and had a good time. 

Teams will not keep records; each player in this league 
will keep bis or her own. If a player cannot participate 
every wee~, the team doesn't suffer. The team may choose 
another player to fill in. 

At the end of the season, April 10, the individual play
ers with the most.wins will receive free T-shirts for being 
the top players of the league. 

Volleyball games will be played every Thursday at 
4:30 p.m. League play lasts nine weeks, Feb. 6-April 10. 

Three games are played in each set. Unlike other stu
dent/employee sports at COM in which students and em
ployees compete against each other, both students and 
employees are intermingled on teams. 

Games are played for enjoyment only and, of course, 
that free T-shirt at the end of the season. All students and 
ef!Jployees_are invi~ed to join iJ.nd enjoy the gopd tim~s. 

• 
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Baseball's history 
inspires nostalgia 
By MURRAY GETZ 
StalT Reporter 

Editor's Note: This is the first part of a three-part series 
on baseball: Part 1 deals with baseball as it was; Part 2 
shows baseball as it is now; Part 3 deals with what the 
author thinks it should be. 
Part 1: Baseball as it was. 

Old Abner Doubleday should have been .smiling from 
his grave. As the founder of modem-day baseball, lo those 
many years ago, he would have been happy with the state 
of his game when I was a boy (lo those many years ago.) 
You see, baseball was a big part of our lives back in the 
'40s. We played it in our gym classes, we played it on the 
school teams, and after school you would find us with 
our tattered gloves and beat-up baseballs.choosing up sides 
aild getting in a few innings befote dark. 

But that wasn't all there was to it. Being native Hous
tonians, we pledged allegiance to our professional ball 
club, the Houston Buffaloes of the class AA Texas League. 
Yes, during the season you would find us yelling and 
screaming high up in the stands at the old Buff stadium 
(the home plate is now imbedded in its original location 
in the show room floor of the Finger Furniture Store at 
Interstate 45 and Cullen Boulevard) urging our heroes on 
to victory over the likes of those pesky Beaumont Ex
porters. 

I can still see it in my mind's eye: a stadium filled 
nightly with loyal fans, all well behaved, all having a fine 
night out with the family at the old ball game. I can still 
hear the crack of the bat, the roar of the crowd and then 
the cheers as our fleet-footed center fielder, Hal Epps, 
settled under what looked like a sure triple. We watched 
with utter relief as he pounded his glove, looked up and 
with an outstretched hand hauled in the rally-ending fly 
-ball. He would then trot into the dugout after tipping his 
hat to acknowledge the plaudits of the fans. 

Getting to those games took a little ingenuity becau5e 
there was the old problem of "lacacash." No money! 

Even though this was a chronic problem, we did man
age to solve it in a unique manner. We would raid our 
parents' closets, taking all the unused wire coat hangers 
off to the local dry cleaners where we would. sell them for 
15 cents a hundred. With this new-found wealth, a group 
of us would take a cab to the ballpark, splitting the buck 
cab fare five ways. 

Early in the season we had purchased our Knot Hole 
Gang cards, which was a season pass allowing us young 
fans to get into the game free. While enjoying the game, 
if we had the cash, we could splurge and enjoy a hot dog 
and a drink for the total sum of 35 cents. 

Yes, this was the good life. The Buffs usually fielded 
a good team, and being a St. Louis Cardinal farm team, 
this was the last stop for the top players before being called 
up to the majors. Houston fans were a loyal lot, and base
ball in those days was defihitely' a source of recreation 
for the entire family. 

Before the season opened, Houston took on a major
league look as visiting teams would come to play pre
season exhibition games. 

Just imagine the excitement when the New York Yan
kees came to town to do battle with our own Buffs. There 
was Joe DiMaggio, in the flesh, living up to his reputa
tion by doing all those things he was so famous for. Be
fore our spellbound eyes, Joe would hit the cover off the 
ball, make spectacular catches and could be seen perfonn
ing feats on the diamond that made him a legend in our 
time. What more could the game be for us? How could 
our sports life be any better? 

This was baseball at its 1947 best. 
Yes, if old Abner could have seen us here in Houston 

, then, enjoying playing and being spectators at his game, 
he would have been pleased. This is the way baseball was 

,. suppo~~ to JJ,e. fun for all .. , aud lt wa~ac;k then. 
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InterCOM staffer 
airs political views 

1997 

Now we go from '96 
To 1997; 

Life's become a crapshoot 
7 come 11. 

In America today 
Not everyone's got enough to eat 
If the Republicans get their way 

There'll be packs of starving children on the 
street. 

It's become a government for the government 
Not for the common man 

How did things go so wrong 
In our great land? 

Ethics on Capitol Hill, no way 
Can't you smell a louse? 

It's the President of the United States 
'And the Speaker of the House. 

Old Newt likes to bitch and holler 
Man, can he raise hell 

But; when it comes to his own ethics 
they've gone-A-W-0°L. 

The laws are written now 
For the government to abuse 

You see, my friend, in America today 
You're "guilty" if accused. 

The Politicians want more money, 
Now that's the awful crime 

Mo' money, mo' money, mo' money 
Can they tax a dime? 

Our government wants m9re money 
What else can they tax? 

If you can think of anything else 
Please send the Clintons a fax ... 

Letter to the Editor 
Entertainer highly praises 
InterCOM's review of act 
Dear Murray (Getz), 

I wouldn't teU you this were it not true; your article 
on my show (Nov. 5 at College of the Mainland) was 
perhaps the best I've read from any campus newspaper. 
It was upbeat, genuine and professional. 

So many thanks for keeping me in mind. This 
article will be forwarded to my agent and will likely 
become part of my press kit. 

Keep writing! You've got a great style and a good 
command for expressing yourself. 

Warmest regards, 
Frederick Winters, hypnotist 

Editor's Note: Staff reporter Murray Getz reviewed 
hypnotist Frederick Winters' COM performance in the 
November InterCOM. 
Winters show was held in the Lt::arning Resources 
Center Auditorium. 
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Campus beagle journeys 7 miles home 
ByMARCEDOO 
Managing Editor 

It is amazing what a little love, attention, a bed and a 
house can do for someone's personality and happiness, 
and Giselle, pet beagle of the Grounds Maintenance Team1 

is no different. GiSClle, who is a changed dog. is back on 
campus after running away from her adoptive home. 

For the past five years, Giselle has been an on-again, 
off-again visitor to the College of the Mainland campus, 
being fed and receiving attention sporadically. However, 
all last year Grounds MainteJ\ance Team members Dor
othy Kemp and Rosie Myers fed her consistently, and 
Giselle became a permanent COM resident as Well as the 
mascot for the Grounds Maintenance Team. 

Until the most recent events in her life, Giselle would 
not allow anyone near her, not even'to give her food. 

Last November Giselle was hit by a scooter on cam
pus. When Kemp and Myers noticed Giselle was hop
ping on three legs, they took her to a veterinary clinic in 
Texas City. After three weeks and about $215 of care, she 
was released and adopted by Mail Services employee 
Dianna Philips, who took Giselle home to her fenced-in 
yard one week before classes ended for Christmas break. 

Giselle stayed four days at Phillips' home and then, 
after digging her way to freedom, walke~ the almost seven 
miles to COM. Myers first saw Giselle in the parking lot 
behind the TechnicalNocational Buildipg. Myers and 
Kemp took Giselle, who let them pick her up without pro
test, to the Maintenance Building. 

Kemp and Myers then made Giselle a dog house due 
to the growing wintry weather conditions. 

The dog house is a lean-to that at one time housed 
the kiln for ceramics classes. After boarding it up and seal

. ing it. with black plastic tarp, Kemp and Myers put flat
tened out cardboard boxes on the floor-which they 
change daily--to keep the structure clean. In the middle 
of the "dog palace," Kemp and Myers have set up a large 
box with some hay in it and a blanket so Giselle has a 
wann place to sleep. Giselle now has her own food bowl 
which Kemp and Myers fill daily with dry and canned 
dog {ood and some food scraps. 

"Since we put her in her house she has been very 
friendly," Kemp said. The be11gle comes to anyo·ne now, 
running and jumping up to be petted. If you bend down 
and scratch her ears, Giselle will sit very still seeming to 
enjoy every second of the attention. 

Because of Giselle's new friendly behavior, Myers 
and Kemp keep her in the dog house for safety reasons. 
When Giselle is outside, Kemp and Myers keep her un
der very tight supervision because they do not want Giselle 
to get hurt again. 

Some money was left over from the donations for 

Giselle's vete.rinary bill and Kemp has used that to buy 
dog food. In order to ke.ep Giselle healthy. the women 
mix aspirin and garlic tablets into her food. Over a long 
holiday, such as the Christrpas break, Kemp and Myers 
take turns checking on diselfe and walking her. 

Giselle has another ,l,,enefactor 09 campus in addi
tion to Kemp and Myers. This person who wishes to re
main anonymous is going to pay to have Giselle spayed. 

"I want to stress the importance of having your pets 
spayed or neutered to avoid an overpopulation of stray 
cats and dogs," the benefactor said. 

If you are out and llbout on campus and find yourself 
over by the Maintenance Building across from the Tech
nical/Vocational Building, look for Kemp and Myers. They 
will take you to see Giselle who will enjoy the aitention 
you give her. 

COM Grounds Maintenance Team members Dorothy 
Kemp (left) and Rosie Myers visit witJi. Giselle, their 
team's mascot, in her specially remodeled shed, Giselle 
has her own bed, food bowl and doggy-home comforts 
in her new "dog palace." (Photo by Maree Doo) 

March 17 graduation deadline 
Students planning to participate in the graduation cer

emony must apply by March I?, in the Administration 
Building Advisement Center. Non-participants must ap
ply by the end of the semester to get a diploma. For ques
tions call the Advisement Center at (409) 938-1211 or 
(281) 280-3991, px)s. 496,470 ~nd_ 215. 
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Folk ,iagerCharlle King sings and play~ guitar to a politically a<tivated audience. King played throe performances 
Wed-ay, Feb. 5, In the Learning Resources Center Auditorium. (Photo by Maree Doo) 

King rocks COM with political ballads 
lly JUIJAN RIANO 
Slaff Reporter 

1be Leaming Resources Auditorium was politically 
activated with guitar riffs and choruses, such as "We're 
gonna sing Mandela free!" when folk singer Charlie King 
held three free concerts at College of the Mainland Feb. 
S. Performances were at 9:30 a.m., 11 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. 

King Slnuruned the guitar as his voice, a lyrical stream 
of sound, echoed through the air. At times· King iOvited 
the audience to sing along with the refrain. He told sto
ries in the manner of a roving minstrel, through ballads 
about people, politics and the oppressed. 

1be song. "My Name¼> Joe," tells the story about a 
Thai cook in New York City who angers his employer; in 
response the employer calls immigration authorities to 
haul the cook off. The song ends with the cook walking 
on the beach after eluding his captors. 

"I can't ever leave Texas without writing a song," 

King declared. He then sang a song he composed in Texas 
in 1989. It was about the fall of the Berlin Wall. 

"This song is also about the wall that surrounds us 
all," King said. "the wall of fe"ar that we have to bring 
down with a hammer." 

In between numbers King introduced his next song, 
his inspiration for the song, and a short synopsis of the 

song_. - ' ' , 
All this he sprinkfed with wit and political humor, 

leaving the audience in gales of laughter. 
However, not all the songs King pcrfonned were his 

originals. He also sang folk songs which have been passed 
down from person to person. Among them were "Plant
ing Seeds" by Alvina Davis and "My Name is Joe" by 
David Hayes. 

King ended with ""God Bless the Grass." Grass is a 
metaphor for the restless oppressed seeking reform. "They 
can be cut back, but they always grow back and have the 
strength to eventually break the concrete." 

Lottery-itis strikes; 
son fed up with dad 

Julian 
Riano 

It seems every time the Texas Lotto jackpot gets up 
around the $30 millions people are suddenly stricken 
with lottery-itis. Recently my father has developed his 
own system for the lottery. He will buy 720 tickets ($1 
per ticket) with the aid of "investors" (his lottery-itis 
friends). As I half-listened to his latest explanation, I 
pondered the possibility of winning the lottery. 

Please note: It is probably more likely that you will 
be struck by lig~tning than that you win win the lottery. 

And just who does win the lottery? Little old ladies 
who live in the middle of nowhere? Immigrants just 
arrived from the "Old Country?" Psychics who divine 
lottery numbers? If you do not fit these criteria, then 
your chances of winning are significantly lower. 

As far as I know, my father has never met anyone 
who has won the lottery. And I'm quite sure that no one 
in our family has a friend who has won. Has anyone 
from Texas City ever won? Probably not. 

I listened to my father's friend ask him what 
distinguished his present scheme from any other half
baked, get-rich-quick schemes. Like all such schemes 
my father boasted that his idea fell from heaven, is quick 
money and guarantees a definite win. The actual system 
is very simple, which made me wonder, "What makes 
him think no one else bas trie.d it2'' 

I'm sure there is an ocean filled with the tears of all 
the people who have lost the lottery. I'm also sure there 
is a grain vf sand lying next to that ocean for every 
failed psychic reading, fortune cookie fortune and 
s~iaJ system that people have tried. 

I talked to my mother about my father's latest 
scheme and she agreed it w~ half-baked, but told me 
that it wOUld be OK as long as it kept him off the streets. 
I guess she's right, but I swC?8r I won't be buying any 
lottery tickets. However, he did make the most money 
he has ever made from the lottery. Feb. 5 he won $48. 
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Editor's Note: This letter is in response to the Page 1 
lnterCOM story, "COM Senate discusses enforcing 
smoking policy" in the December issue. 
Dear Editor, 

Although I have not had a cigarette in three years, I 
have sympathy for those addicted to nicotine. 

Once upon a time, we had a policy wtiich banned 
smoking in all College of the Mainland ·buildings. That 
seemed to work pretty Well, but the People's Republic of 
COM decided to go one step further and created 
designated areas wherein the proletariat could smoke. 

Many of these are inconvenient and: one, by the 
Technical/Vocational Building, is down-right dangerous. 
Smokers in that area are not visible and cannot be heard 
from most of the campus. It is only a matter of time 
before someone is mugged or abducted since the area is 
very accessible by a vehicle. But what the hell, they 
deserve it; they're smokers aren't they? 

Now, certain folks want to make us a smoke-free 
Repllblic because the naughty proletariat is discarding 
butts ( cigarette, that is) on the ground and worse yet, 
unconsecrated ground; the same pristine l31!-dscape 
which is often littered with Coke cups and candy 
wrappers. Perhaps we should become a candy, Coke, et · 
al-free campus, too! 

If the new ban is adopted, the result will be as 
follows: · 

, 

1) Campus police, already understaffed, will be 
writing "smoking tickets" while serious crime flour
ishes. You don't think crooks are smart enough to use 
this as a diversion? And what planet was that you said 
you're from? 

2) Smokers would still smoke, but now they would 
have no regard for location since they would already be 
sinnehl.; Since there would be no 11,<;h. tre_ys,.all butts~ ~ 

· would go on the ground. 
3) When smokers see the campus police, they 

would quickly discard their smoke since a ticket would 
require actually catching a sinner in the act. Thus we 
would not only have butts on the ground, but lighted 
ones at that. 

4) People would not pay the fines; not a problem 
now, since very few actual tickets have been written. 

Perhaps it is time to return to a realistic, enforceable 
policy which treats people as adult human beings who 
happen to have a disgusting addiction; provide ample, 
strategically placed ash trays and allow our excellent 
campus police to guard against real crime. 

Bob Wennagel, business professor 
Editor's Note: Also in the December smoking policy 
story, the statement that Wellness Director J.B. Bryant 

. recommended enforcing the policy was incorrect. He 
sent the memo suggesting enforcement on behalf of the 
Wellness Advisozy Board. It was not his suggestion. 

- · 

, .. 
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Mary Visser, one of the four artists featured in 
the new exhibit at the COM Art Gallery, with 
two of her sculptures. The exhibit, Four Cerami
cists From Austin, nins through Feb. 23. 

(Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 

COM Art Gallery show 
features ceramic works 
Continued from Page 1---------

Using slides to illustrate the development of 
her work, Visser explained how she utilizes com
puters in the initial stages before she translates the 
ideas into clay. -

Visser's work often features large, sometimes 
life-Size human figures, either as 3-D sculptures or 
as flat pieces to be hung on a wall. To achiev,e accu
rate body positions, Visser videotapes dancers who 
perform her choreographed movements. With the 
computer, she "framegrabs" an image from the 
video which is then reduced to contour lines. This 
image can then be turned around, viewed f~m all 
sides and even have engineering stresses measured, 
before going into the ceramic stage. 

As Visser explained, this saves a lot of time 
and materials on "dry runs" or ideas which tum out 
to be impossible to produce in clay. Using the com
puter program, she also can try out color and pat
tern in. different combinations before finally glaz
ing. Visser's current work features brightly colored 
and highly patterned surfaces. Once she reaches the 
stage of working with clay, VlSSer said the piece 
can go in an entirely new direction, directed by the 
form of the clay itself. 

. "Dance expresses complex emotions with a 
simple gesture," Visser explained, as she told of 
childhood ballet lessons w.hicb inspired a lifelong 
interest in dance. 1\vo of Visser 's three pieces on 
display were inspired by dance. 

Other recurring images in Visser's work include 
fish and houses. The fish forms developed after 
scuba diving in the Caribbean, and the house image 
symbolizes women's traditional roles, an idea which 
Visser challenges in both her work and her life. 

One of Visser~s pieces in the exhibition, "The 
Marriage ,Act," portrays a couple performing what 
looks like a circus act. One partner is holding the 
other aloft, and Visser said that the imagery comes 
from how one partner in

0 
a marriage is often sup

porting the other or juggling the other's activities. 
The exhibit runs through Feb. 23, and gallery 

hours are Monday to Wednesday, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. · 
For further information call (409) 938-1211 or 

(281) ZBCJ..3991, Ext. 354. 
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Worries presented to president, deans 
Continued from Page 1-----------

Dr. Pope advised that emergencies are handled 
through the campus police station. The police dispatch 
members of the campus emergency respon~ team to as
sist in any way possible until emergency medical services 
personnel arrive. Student Activities Board sponsor 
Maryann Urick, a member of the response team, said that 
response team member Nancy Eubanks, who as a nurse 
can offer immediate medical aid, is available by pager. 

Most of the students who attended the forum were 
unaware thaf thi~ team exists prompting President Stanley 
to say that steps for emergency procedures should be bet
ter publicized on campus. 

Contonis also asked the deans whom students should 
contact first with any problems at COM. 

Dr. Pope said, "I'll listen to any problem and then 
direct it to Dean Bass if it's not in my area of expertise." 
He added that generally he takes care of buildings, 
grounds, infrastructure, safety and financial services. 
"Things that are uniquely student problems, I don 't deal 
with on a regular basis, food service being the exception." 

Dr. Bass said he "tends to deal with instruction and 
student support services." He added Dr. William T. Spillar, 
COM ombudsman, "does well with many problems." Bar
bara Crews, coordinator of Disabilities Services, helps dis
abled students. Jim Higgins, director of Planning and Pub-

lie Information, or President Stanley handle COM's pub
lic relations. 

The president said he is not the best person for a stu- · 
den.t to contact first with a problem. "I would be a place 
to go when your contact is not working." 

Contonis, who feels prices in the COM Snack Bar 
are too high, asked if it were possible to implement a pro
gram that.gives students who are on Pell Grants or have 
low incomes a meal card or account to receive food at the 
snack bar free of charge. 

SAB Speakers Chairwoman Sessalie Premo agreed 
that "the prices are astronomical." 

President Stanley advised that food prices are set by 
Brown Food Services, which holds the contract for the 
snack bar and vending machines. As for meal cards, he 
said he didn't know of monies available for sUCh a pro
gram, but added he wished the college had the finailces to 
provide students with transportation, child care and food. 

Contonis also asked if it would be possible for a side
walk to be built to directly connect the TechnicalNoca
tional Building with the Math/Science Building. Another 
student asked about having covered walkways to connect 
the Student Center, Admissions Building and the gym. 
The president and the deans said they would look into the 
possibilities of such constructions. 

The next student concerns forum is April 8. 

Students put knowledge to test in Sex Bowl 
By LETICIA MONDRAGON 
Slaff Reporter 

Did you kn(!.W that the banana is used to demonstrate 
how to use a condom and that the No. 1 sexually trans
mitted disease in Galveston County is chlamydia? 

These facts and more were discussed at the Sex Bowl 
Tuesday, Feb. 4, during College Hour. The popular quiz 
sfioW wasc5ffifucleabefore3fiifty- rarge1unch-1ime 
crowd in the College of the Mainland Student Center. 

Jim Hilton, who has been with the.Galveston County 
1--,:ealth District (Sexually Transmitted Diseases), for 25 

. years, was the new !Jost of the Student-Activities-Board
sponsored evenathis year. 

"This gives us a chance to see how much the public 

knows about STDs and it also makes learning fun with
out the boring lectures," Hilton said. 

Two four-member panels of students tested their 
knowledge of the facts of life. The winning team, Heather 
Pena, Bobbie Cobb. Erick Hunter and Diana Lopez, won 
T-shirts and $5 gift certificates to the COM Snack Bar. 

Derrick Shinette, Kathy Pollard, Brandie McDonald 
and Danial Martinez were on the losing team; each re

- ceived T-sh1rtS~a cons-:otatiorr prize. - ..-... 
Coordinators of the Sex Bowl were Maryann Urick, 

SAB sponsor and Recreational Programs coordinator; 
April Fields, SAB president; and Rachel Duck, chair
woman of the Sex Bowl. Other SAB helpers were Sessa lie 
Premo, speakers chairwoman; Erika Rice, Student Gov
ernment representative; Paresh J>atel and Jose Galvan. 

Spring 1997 lnterCOM staff 

Spring 1997 lnterCOM staff members gather in the COM gazebo. Staff members ftnt row (from left) are 
Jim Park; Patrici,a Hill, assistant editor; Rosalind Marshall, photography editor; Maree Doo, managing 
editor; Amy K. Patlacb. Second row (from left) are Lorielle Blackwell; Jose Galvan; Julian Riano; Marcus 

, Wh~rton_; Leticia Mondragon; M~che_lle Hil~; Bill, Glenn and Mu1Ta.y Getz. (Photo by Astrid H. ~wery) 
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What's Happening 

Max Prince, played by Theater Associate Director Mark A. Adams {left) tal~ with new c?med,y writer Luca~, 
·portrayed by Rick Burford, in a scene from the COM Affoa Theatre productmn of Neil Simon s Broadway hit 
comedy Laughter oil the 23rd Floor. The show runs through Feb. 23 at 8 p.m. Thursdays through Saturdays, and 
Sunday matinees at 2:30 p.m. (Photo courtesy of theater department) 

Neil Simon's play rings with Laughter 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporter 

The name of Neil Simon has been bantered about in 
our household in several ways. First there was the Neil 
Simon, computer guru, who was my son's college buddy. 
This Neil Simon was not a playwright 

The other Neil Simon was my neighbor's boyhood 
friend in New York City. This Neil Simon was a play
wright, the same Neil Simon Whose play laughter on the 
23rd Floor is currently a sma~h hit at the College of the 
Mainland Arena Theatre. 

Simon, one of our most entertaining and prolific au
thors, has made his way into the hearts of theatergoers 
and movie buffs with such hits as Barefoot in the Park, 
Plaza Suite, The Odd Couple, Brighton Beach Memoirs 
and many others. Suffice it to say, if the work is by Neil 
Simon, you can bet it will be humorous, entertaining and 
well worth watching. 

Such is certainly the case with the Arena Theatre's 
25th anniversary presentation of laughter Oil the 23rd 
Floor, a tribute to Simon's early days in show business. 
At that time he was part of the team of loonies, such as 
Mel Brooks, Carl Reiner and Woody Allen when they were 
writing comedy for the hit TV blockbuster, Your Show of 
Shows, starring Sid Caesar. 

Laughter gives the audience a fly-on-the-wall view 
of the antics of the team of comedy writers who work on 
the 23rd floor of a building on New York's 57th Street. 
They are charged with creating the comedy material for 
Max Prince, the Sid Caesar character,superbly portrayed 
by Mark A Adams, COM theater associate director. 

For all those who want laughs galore, there is a never-

Hero asse~bles shell kits 
Coolillued ~ J'.tge 1 

ea!, but ...:~m'etio¢kthcm," Buddenhltgen said. "The 
Texas City ~e is"fascinatiri~ -I_ belie~ ;it is one.cl' -- , 
the most wonde~l creations by man fqr both rec• 
rei.tional and ed,~ational activitiest · 

J$a<b year, Jlµddcrt.ai!¢n along with 100 vol
untee:~ ~nstmcts _300 ,11e?f:,.kits. 

ending avalanche of banter from the "writers." Sight gags 
are numerous, one of which presents comic Max Prince 
sending his pants out to be pressed, leaving him attired in 
multi-colored shorts complete with matching tie. Act 1 
ends in a blackout, amid the falling pages of a script tossed 
in the air by one of the frustrated writers. 

For even more hilarity, Act 2 features a comedy sketch 
in which Adams receives a well-deserved ovation from · 
the audience as he steals the show with a great spoof of 
Julius Caesar's death scene. The opening night playgoers 
gasped as Adams puncuated Caesar's demise with a spec~ 
tacular acrobatic pratfall. 

Special credit goes to Jack Westin, executive direc
tor of the Arena Theatre, for his outstanding direction of 
LaughJer. Westin has said that this show has more laughs 
than any other Simon comedy the Arena Theatre has pre
sented in past decades. 

The first-nighters seemed to be in a constant state of 
amusement as they watched David Geller play the role of 
Val, complete with a Rusian accent. Barry Chambers por
trays a convincing Ira, the st1per hypochondriac comic 
writer whose character is based on Mel Brooks. Equally 
fine perfonnances are turned in by veteran actors Rick 
Burford, Jacki Bynum, Jim Hackett, Richard Kremer and 
Bryan B. Myers. Adding a measure of glamour to the 
Arena stage is comely newcomer, Misty Lea Albrecht, . 
who does a creditable job as Helen, the secretary. 

Adding to the credits are set designer, J. Newton 
White, who created the authentic looking 57th Street of
fice, complete with NBC chairs; Mary Louise Daniels de
signed the costumes. The production stage manager chores 
fell on the cap~ble shoulders of Shirley Bilotta. The set 
was effectively lighted by Wayne Smith; sound was pro
duced by Fred Schoppe, with Tom King taking care of 
the technical direction. 

Music Professor John Wolfskill's contribution to the 
joviality was his offstage saxophone playing. 

The Neil Simon legend of smash hits continues, and 
the admirable job that the Arena Theatre does with his 
play certainly justifies all the honors that have been be
stowed upon this outstanding playwright. 

Laughter on the 23,:d Floor will continue through Feb. 
23. Performances are Thursday-Saturday 8 p.m. Sunday 
matinees, 2:30 p.m. Ticket information may be obtained 
by calling ( 409) 938-7073, or (281) 280-3991, Ext. 345. 

• 
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People Speak Out 
By LORIELLE BIACKWELL, Reporter 
ROSALIND MARSHALL, Photography Editor 

One of the functions of a newspaper is to be 
the voice of the people. What do the readers of 
lnterCOM really want to tell the college adminis
tration? For some students, the Student Concerns 
Forums, as well as Student Government, provide 
the opportunity to air their views. For those who 
don't have the time, or simply don:t like all the red 
tape involved, lnterCOM offered an outlet {or their 
opinions by asking: "If you could change Some
thing about COM what would it be and why?" 

Sherrie Keener: 
Classes offered one 
semester should be 
offered all year. It 
creates graduation 
problems having to 
wait for a class. 

Chris Allgood: 
Smoking sections 
should be larger. The 
circle place (gazebo) 
before you get to the 
Tech Building would 
help, so we wouldn't 
have tO walk all the 
way over here (LRC). 

April Mickens: 
COM should have an 
ATM machine. Other 
colleges have them, and 
it would be easy to 
install one in either the 
Tech Voe Building or 
the Student Center. 
Also it would be easier 
than having to go to 
Wal-Mart or to my 
bank. 

Peggy Chukel: 
An indoor smoking 
area would be nice. 
Despite our bad habits, 
it would be great to be 
out of the wind and 
rain. 

Gordon Douglas: 
The parking lot has 
potholes and it needs 
to be fixed. When I 
wash my car, and I 
drive through these 
potholes my car is 
dirty all over again. 

Laura Heitmann: 
I think that COM 
needs better advisers. 
I've been here for 2 
and 1/2 years and.there 
is only one adviser that 
I like. Some of the 
other advisers that I've 
had, put me in classes I 
didn't need or that I 
didn't have the 
prerequisite for. 

,, 

• 

Political editorial poem 
See Page3 

Student concerns 
addressed at forum 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland President Larry L. Stanley 
joined Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Stu
dent Development, and Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of Col
lege and Financial Services, in fielding questions at the 
Student Concerns Forum Feb. 6. 

More than 30 students and staff crowded into Room 
A-148 of the Administration Building to voice campus
related concerns to the deans and the president. 

Student Judy Contonis was dismayed by the lack of 
a medical facility on campus. She said there is no one on 
campus to call if a student has a heart att;ack or som_e other 
emergency. 

Student Government President Don Rittenhouse re
lated recently trying to find someone who could take his 
blood pressure because he was not feeling well and wanted 
to know if his pressure was up before deciding whether 
to stay at school or ~o home. 

Dr Bass told Contonis, "You have a great idea in ' -
identifying a health services issue that we need to look at, 
and we will do that in Student Services." 

See Worries Page 7 

Dyna•~•ic cerall;lJc 
'.::. -,r, ·: O' - ,_ :-,:: -- - c. _---·_ •• - : -_- <'" :: , :.: :A' r-- . ---;;a't C0M Art ,G$De 

11, 11.0SAWll) MA.RSH4,liL ' -
l'hot,;graplly Jdilor. --__._-_____ _ 

.. A dyJllUlli<: o<1 exhibit ope,ie,pan, 14 . 
ot'l!ii\ .Colloge of the Mainland Atl Giilkry._Tbe;,x, .• · 
bibi~ Four Ceramii;l$U fromA,atir,, features work 
fr?m c•rtists w~ ~~~leY}~ Jl1~dt!ffl.Oi ¢e;~~in 
very different wid •urprising ways. " 

1J1e e<;lllltlic aqi~, Wfttured in._ the. ~ibif ~re: I TreA,eJlz, whose work focuses on multiple objects, 
repe~U01\ tmd ,. ajUxt~po!ritiQ~ of Q:l,~ ,Pf()duced , 
objociii with the un<,•pected, such as the flock of 

;_, yeUo\V ceramic ducbJn a kltcben,$inlt. 
•. - M~an Haigh'~ WJlr~ echoes the. te;xtutes~ 

rhythy""'and fonnsof llllture. She takes pressmoJds 
from stone~ fOMils a.nd other ,atural objec~"~mi: 
USCS'ibe shapes for the structu~. of h~t vesse'lf'a.8 
well as the''~rative elements. : · 

James TJSd;,.le's human-like eciilptures look, at 
"first glance, to be made"from plates of metal riv
eted together, rather than from c:lay. One. pi~ce iQ 
tbe exhibition, a giant head, looks as though it were 
partly roiined from the rough bark of a tree, with 
patches of metal as a i;::q_p-trasti.rtg texture~ 

Mary Visser, the fourt~ artist exhibiting 
COM;, $poke about her,work]n a lecture Jan. 27 in 
the Fine A.rt& Building.=: Boni in Jackson. Tenn .• . 
Visserjs an associate profCssorin the.School off,!'hte 
Ar('at Southwe.Stern University in 9eorgetown~ 
Tuias~ where she: has taught Sifl~ 197?. 

See COM Page 7 
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Black History Month events 
See Page 5 

- --·--·-- -----------

Part 1 of 3-part baseball series 
SeePage6 
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TIPA Award-winner 

Dr. Donald G, Bass (left), Dr. Henry D, Pope (center) and COM President Larry L Stanley pause for a moment 
after the Student Concerns Forum held Feb, 6, 12:30...1:30 p.m. in the Administration Building. Dr. Bass is dean of 
Instruction and Student Services. Dr. Pope is dean of College and Financial Services. (Photo by Patricia Hi.II) 

Buddenhagen 1996 Galveston Bay Hero 
By AMY K, PATIACH 
Staff Reporter 

I would use someday." 

Heroes come in all shapes, sizes an.d categories. 

The collection kits are used as educational tools for 
students, preschool through college, to help them learn, 
_appreciate and protect the Galveston Bay environs for fu
ture generations. Some are heroes for saving lives, others are heroes for 

teaching. College of the Mainland has its very own hero. 
Chuck Buddenhagen received the 1996 Galveston Bay 
Foundation Hero Award De.~. ~-----

GBF volunteers give talks to area schools about 
Galveston Bay as well as the Texas City Dike. The talks 

and slide presentations are 
about the nature of.the bay, ani
mals that live there and the hu
man interaction with the b~y. 
After each talk Buddenhagen 
leaves a collection kit full of 
indigenous shells and rocks 
from the bay and the dike for 
the students. 

10. He also was a GBF Hero 
in 19~5. 

Buddenhagen, program 
director for Continuing Educa
tion and Community Services, 
received the current award for 
his continued development of 
the Galveston Bay Shell and 
Geologic Collection and pre
sentations to more than 1,200 
students in 1996. He was one 
of five to be selected from 
1,000 Galveston Bay Founda
tion volunteers. 

In fall 1995 Buddenhagen 
assembled shell collections for 
the GBF after talking with Dr. 
Donald G. Bass, dean of In
struction and Student Develop,
ment, also a member of GBF, 
about the need for more speci-
mens. 

Buddenhagen showed 
Dean Bass his collection which 
had accumulated in his garage 
·ror years. "I had over 50,000 
shells jn my garage that I knew 

"It's funny, it (the kit) 
works just 'as well at the pre
school level as at the college 
level," Buddenhagen said. 
"The kits are good because 
people are naturally curious 
about things (shells and rocks) 
they pick up at the beach." 

The kits provide people 
with more knowledge about 
what they find. Each kit con
tains numbered shells and 
rocks and a booklet, with num-

Chuck Budd~nhagen, named GBF Hero Dec, 10 for bered pictures to match; also a 
assembling shell collections distributed for educa- brief history of each specimen 
tional purposes, holds a Murex shell while displaying is in the booklet. 
other specimens. Buddenhagen is program director "There are lots of things 
of Continuing Education and Community Services at ( shells and rocks) that are Jo. 
COM, (Photo by Patricia Hill) See Hero Page 8 
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What's Happening 

College's mission: classes to meet student needs 
By AMY K. PATLACH like other classes. They have a lecture-based format, but 
Staff Reporter they also include a lab. "The combination lecture and lab 

II is the mission of College of the Mainland to educate 
any individual who enrolls in the college no matter his or 
her level of education. COM fulfills this mission by offer
ing college level, developmentaVrcmcdial, OED and con
tinuing education courses to those who need them. 

Placement in college-level or developmental courses 
is determined by appraisal tests and/or SAT or ACT scores 
or the TSWE and Nelson Denny tests. Many students can 
go into college-level courses after testing. but.others need 
developmental courses first. .. 

Developmental courses allow studeints to receive the 
extra help they need to strengthen basic skftls such as read
ing, writing and mathematics. For placemen I into develop
mental reading and/or writing the Nelson Denny test is used. 

"Nelson Denny is a standardized test used nationwide," 
said Clint Hunter, developmental studies professor special
izing in reading and writing. "It tests vocabulary, reading 
c.omprehension and reading speed. It's a timed test." 

The m,th appraisal test COM uses is from the Mi.th 
Association of America. "ll's a good test used for place
ment unlike SAT or ACT tests which test achievement," 
said Joanne Kendall, math professor specializing in devel
opmental mathematics. 

COM currently uses two separate tests to evaluate all 
students for developmental work, but a Task Force, orga
nized by Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Stu
dent Development, is looking into the idea of using one 
test to cover all three areas by a single company. 

Developmental reading and writing courses are taught 

is a good opportunity for the students to learn in their own 
unique learning way," Hunter said. "The lab is practical. 
ll's drill and practice. It gives immediate feedback.." 

Developmental math is in either a lecture or lab for
mal In tho lecture class everyone moves at the same speed. 
The lab is a self-paced course and everyone is enrolled in a 
different level of developmental study. 

Many students enrolled in developmental courses have 
been out in the work force for years, but want to brush up 
on basic skills before entering or re-entering the world of 
college-level course work. 

"Many people dropped out of high school or gradu
ated 13-14 years ago," said Dr. Bass, adding, "some of our 
students are immigrants." 

For those students who need a high school equivalency 
diploma, COM offers GED courses. 

Students who need the skills to be able to enter the job 
market in one to two years may lake one-year dipolma plans 
in areas such as diesel technology and graphic arts, which 
also has two,.year degree plans. Other two-year degree plans 
al COM are in fields, such as process technology, nursing 
and cosmetology. COM also has a placement office to help 
these graduates find jobs. 

For students already employed, COM offers continu
ing education courses in areas such as secreterial work, 
construction and Emergency Medical Services. 

"If there is a subject someone wants to learn about, we 
will do our best to find someone to teach it," Dean Bass 
said . .. We need to know how to make us more successful 
with people and how to meet their needs better." 

COM instructor to perform classical guitar recital April 22 
Mark Moore, College of the Mainland classical guitar 

instructor, will present a guitar recital Tuesday, April 22. 
The free concert, to be held in the Recital Hall of the 

Fine Arts Building, includes selections from Bach, Luis 
Milan, Albeniz, Guiliani and Tarrega. Moore will perfonn 
during College Hour, 12:30-1 :30 p.m. 

University of Houston Ii Clear Lake Disabled organization 
sponsors clothing drive 
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Living up to its "Help us to help others" mono, 
the·Cotlege of the Mainland Oi-ganization for Dis
abled Persons Club is sponsoring a clothing drive. 

Club members are collecling new and used 
clothing to be distributed to the Women's Grisis 
Cenler in Texas City and battered women's shel· 
ters in Galveston and Harris counties. 

The COM club asks students, faculty and staff 
to bring new or clean, ready-to-wear used clothing 
for the drive which began March 18 and runs 
through May 1. 

Donations may be dropped off in the Admin
istration Building at the office of Barbara Crews, 
sponsor of the club. Crews is coordinator of 
Women's Programs/Americans with Disabilities 
Act. 

The club or ODPC, which was Conned last fall, 
welcomes everyone and stresses that it is for any
one who wishes to participat~. Many of the mem
bers of the ODPC are not handicapped. 

A banquet i,, planned for the end of Che semes
ter as a reward for club members' hard work on the 
clothing drive. 

The club. meets every other Tuesday during 
College Hour, 12:30-1:20 p.m., in RoomA-148 in 
lhe Administration Building. 

If you are interested in becoming a member or 
an officer of ODPC, call Lorielle Blackwell, club 
president, at (409) 935-7035. Or you may call 
Crews at (409) 938-1211 or (281) 230-3991; Ext. 
470. 

• 
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People Speak Out 
By WRIELLE BLACKWELL, Staff Reporter 
PATRICIA HILL, Assistant Editor 

If you've ever dropped a class because of per
sonal conflicts or other reasons, you're not alone. 
According to Ruby Stevens, College of the Main
land student records specialist, 20-30 percent of 
students drop classes. Reasons for students drop
ping a class range from transportation and fman
cial problems to dissatisfaction with the instructor 
or the course. Wanting 10 discover the reasons why 
students drop classes, lnterCOM asked, "Have you 
ever dropped a class, and if so, why?" · 

Diana Lopez: 
I was taking 19 hours 
and there was no way 
that I could take that 
amount of classes and 
work too. 

James Hershey: 
It was too difficult to 
wake up for morning 
classes and attend night 
classes. The only time 
one of my classes was 
offered was at night. 

Nessie Jimenez: 
I had to drop because I 
didn't like the teacher· 
that I had. 

Christina Bell: 
I dropped because I 
was failing. I didn't go 
to class . 

' 

Hablba Salahuddln: 
I didn't have enough 
time to go to class and 
do homework also. My 
grades weren't as high· 
as I would have liked 
for them 10 be. 

The...,.. Palill: 
I'm visually impaired 
and it's really hard to 
see in my math class. I 
don't know bow a 
totally blind per,on 
would learn math. 

Chris Sellnldls: 
It (the class) was 8 in 
the morning and that 
was just too early for 
me. 

Todd Duncan: 
I dropped because I 
had too high a class 
load of about 18 hours. 

l 
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TIPA Award-winner 

COM police imposter strikes; still unidentified 
By MARCUS WHARTON 
Slaff Reporter 

On the morning of Feb. 6, a white male allegedly 
posed as a College of the Mainland police officer asking 
for the driver's license and vehicle registration of a stu
dent in a COM parking lot. 

.The suspect, standing about 5 feet 11 inches tall, was 

Ukrainian artworks 
on display at COM 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistaat Editor 

College of the Mainland's new art gallery exhibit, 
Artists from Ukraine: Works on Paper, opened March 17 
and runs through April 15. 

The nmihil f 7 us thowork-ef 1S Ukrainian artists 
who were previously in a show at the O'Kane Gallery at 
the University of Houston-Downtown. The curators for 
the show are painter Lydia Bodnar-Balahutrak, a major 
Houston artist, and Sandria Hu from the University of 
Houston .. Clear Lake. 

Bodnar-Balahutrak traveled to Kyiv (formerly Kiev) 
at the invitation of the Ukrainian Art Academy to com
pile the works in the exhibit. Hu, because of her expertise 
in printmaking, helped Bodnar-Ba1ahutrak select the prints 
which are displayed. 

The Ukraine has had a long, turbulent history filled 
with oppression. Since the founding of Kyiv in the sev
enth century, the identity of the Ukraine has been threat
ened by invading forces and cultures. Despite the Byzan
tine Empire, the Mongols, the Kozaks (Cossacks) and the 

See Art Page 11 

English profeuor, Dr. Mark Sanders, reads a poem 
from his book of poetry, Bt/on We Lost Our Ways, Feb. 
25, The FTK-spoosored poetry reading, held during 
College Hour in the Learning Resources Center 
Auditorium, featured Dr. Sanders' autobiographical 
poems. (Photo by Rosalind ManhaH) · 

. ' 

described as clean shaven with a stocky build wearing a 
blue polo shirt and blue jeans, according to the COM 
police report. 

Around 9 a.m. a 17-year-old female studerit returned 
to her car in Parking Lot Don the south side of the Tech
nicaVVocational Building. She realized immediately that 
her alarm had been disabled and her doors were unlocked. 
When she opened the door, she saw that everything that 

had been in the back seat was now in the front. 
Assuming that her husband had been out to the car, 

she rearranged the things and gol inside to leave. When 
she started the car, the suspect walked up and tapped on 
her window. She rolled down the window and the suspect 
asked to see her driver's licence and vehicle registration. 

See Bogus Page 11 

COM stndeot Mark Cox studies Irina Movcban's IDOIIOtype "Okuna.• The piece ls part or A- from Ulcrabu: 
Works on Paper currenUy on exhibit at the COM Fine Arts Gallery. The eulblt, which opened Mardi 17, runs 
through Aprll 15 and features the work or 15 Uknlnian artists. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

PTK sponsors Sanders' poetry reading 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

Webster 's New World Dictionary defines a poet as 
a person who writes or expresses himself with imagina
tive power and beauty of thought and language. 

College of the Mainland's resident poet, Dr. Mark 
Sanders, reveals the humor, the emotion and the extraor
dinary aspects of ordinary life in his poetry. 

A small crowd braved the cold, rainy February 
weather to hear Dr. Sanders, English professor, read a 
selection of poems from his book, Before We Lost Our 
Ways, in the Leaming Resources Center Auditorium Feb. 
25. The poetry reading, sponsored by the Sigma Delta 
Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, was held during College 
Hour. PTK is COM's honor society. 

Most of the poems Dr. Sanders read were autobio
graphical : Some were serious and thought-provoking 
white others were laced with his dry, off-beat humor. 

"I enjoy making fun of myself," Dr. Sanders said. 
"l'oetry can be self-effacing." He added that although he 
writes his poetry' i_n third person, it is about him. 

• • 

I . 

• 

P.TK President Christian Glazener opened the event 
by explaining that the organization sponsored Dr. Sand
ers' poetry reading to promoPe its honors topic-The Arts. 
Glazener said that until he took an English course taught 
by Dr. Sanders, he wasn 't interested in poetry. He,added, 
"Now, I have a fondness for it." 

Dr. Sanders explained why he was "hobbling around" 
on crutches with the initial poem of the reading, "Outfielder 
at 41." The poem tells how he tore a calf muscle when he 
stepped into a hole while attempting to catch a ball in a 
weekend softball game. This poem, written after that acci
dent and only in its second draft, was the only poem not in 
Before We Lost Our Ways. The poet said he usually doesll 't 
lei the public see a poem he hasn' t worked on for several 
months but made the exception to explain the crutches. 

The second poem he read, "Before We Lost Our 
Ways," the title poem of his boot, is a tale of youth, inno
cence and safe times back when the ''world was small as a 
house." 

He followed this poem with "For My Sister, 1961," a 

See Poet Page 11 

• 

• 

• 

' 

' 

, 

, 

' 

' 

' • 

·' 

' 

.. 

• , 

• • . . 



I 

• 
• 

l'1lp 2, Mardi/April 1997, lnterCOM 

Editorials/News 

COM junior cosmetology student Rene Bouse applies perm lotion to client Debbie Comeaux during one of the 
sessions when the students work on real-life customers.A variety of hair and beauty treatments are available at the 
COM cosmetology lab at reasonable rates. Appointments are necessary. (Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 

Cosmetology offers cutting-edge services 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Photography Editor " 

We all like to look our best, and one way to give a 
good impression is to be well-groomed. A professional 
image gives you confidence and shows that you care 
enough to put effort into your appearance. 

Most students have to live on limited budgets. but at 
the College of the Mainland Cosmetology Lab, beauty 
treatments won't break the bank.~ 

Cosmetology Professor Constance Foster, COM Out
standing Instructor of the Year in 1996, talked about the 
pricing policy in InterCOM last year. Prices cannot be 
advertised because COM, being an educational institu
tion, cannot compete with private cosmetology schools. 

A haircut would be $5, a tint, $15 and permanent 
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waves or relaxers, $20. Other hair treatments, include 
fingerwaves, wraps and weaves. 

For an all-round beauty treatment, you could have a 
facial for $6, or $8 with make-up. The European Facial 
takes an hour and inctudes a hand, .shoulder and arm mas
sage with essential oils, a deep cleansing followed by a 
clay face ma.sk, and a hand and foot wax treatment. This 
costs $15. 

If your nails need attention, a manicure is $4 and a 
pedicure, $8. Acrylic nails are now available at $15 for a 
full set, and nail art is $1 per nail, or $2 with rhinestones. 

Hours are 8:45 a.m.-noon Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
and 5:45-8:30 p.m. Wednesdays and Thursdays. 

The Cosmetology lab is housed in the first unit on 
the right as you enter Appomattox Square from the feeder 
of the Emmett F. Lowry Expressway. It is located across 
from the entrance to the COM main campus on Amburn 
Road. 

Due to the large volume of clients, walk-ins are not 
normally accommodated. It is advisable to make an ap
pointment a few days in advance. To make an appoint
ment, call (409) 938-1211 or (281) 280-3991, Ext. 480. 

Charier Day festivities April 3 
College of the Mainland plans to launch its 30th an

niversary year with a Charter Day Observance Thursday, 
April 3; the theme for the program is, "Celebrating Thirty 
Years ... Leading Education Into the 21st Century." The 
program commences in the Leaming Resources Center 
Auditorium at 12:30 p.m. followed by a reception at 1:30 
in the Administration Building. 

Charter Day marks the day that COM hired its first 
employee, June McConnell, as coordinator of admissions, 
registration and records on April 5, 1967. 

[n honor of the occasion, U.S. Rep. Nick Lampson 
of the 9th Congressional District is one of the invited 
guests along with past Board of Trustees members, the 
COM Foundation and members of COM advisory boards. 

President Larry L. Stanley, charter Board of Trustees 
member Paul Teague, and Rep. Lampson wiU speak dur
ing the .program in the auditorium, 'and both the COM 
Jazz Combo and the COM Singers will perform. 

The reception concludes at 2:30; however, due to an· 
other commitment Rep: Lampson must leave by 2 p.m. 

All COM students and employ.ees are urged to at
tend, ~nd pr~fe~. shq!-'-Jd, excuse stude,n;s frOll). qasses., , 

• • 
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Memorials remind us 
' 

of Texas City Disaster 

On the morning of April 16, 1947, the French 
liberty ship SS Grandcamp w11s being loaded with 
ammonium nitrate at the Port of Texas City. A"i)he cargo 

. .was put aboard, a fire was discovered in a hold-the 
same hold into which the ammonium nitrate was being 
loaded. The hold was closed but shortly thereafter it 
either was reopened or blown open by the fire which 
was believed to be caused by either the nitrate rapidly 
decomposing or by someone carelessly tossing a lighted 
match or cigarette 3Side. The result spelled disaster. 

At 9:12 a.m. the Grandcamp exploded, obliterating 
the ship and nearly all of the Texas City industrial 
complex and surrounding areas. Another ship, the SS 
l;ligh Flyer, in port for repairs at the time of the explo
sion, caught fire. All efforts to tow the ship before it 
exploded at 1:10 a.m. on April 17 failed, so Texas City 
was ripped apart by yet another explosion. The final toll 
was an estimated 576 dead and thousands injured. 

Now, 50 years later, Texas City is ready to mark the 
anniversary of the disaster with a Rebirth Celebration 
slated for April 16-18. 

Through reading books and listening to the stories 
of my elders, I learned that this is an event that will not 
and should not be forgotten. The memorials attesting to 
the disaster ensure it will not. ~ - ..,;--

Behind the Ne~ler Center a fountain of _a phoenix is 
being built. It is probably the most symbolic of all the 
memorials. The phoenix, a mythical bird, rose from its 
ashes just as Tex.as City rose from the ashes of the 
disaster, making itself stronger and larger. This newest 
memorial will stand as yet another testimOny when it is 
unveiled April 16. And like all the memorials, it will 
remind us never to forget. 

I remember the various times when my out-of-town 
relatives came to visit, my father would take them on his 
own memorial tour around thC loop circling Texas City. I 
can't remember how old I was, but at the time this 
seemed ridiculous. 

I had seen.the memorials hundreds of times, and 
they hitd no real significance for me. However, as I got 
older, I began to realize their importance. 

Although the threat of another disaster always 
looms. Texas City is a safer place to live than it was in 
1947. In the aftermath of that disaster, measures were 
taken to prevent another such calamity by banning 
ammonium nitrate from the Port of Texas City. 

If you've driven along Loop 197 you've seen the 
Mikeska-Sandburg Park near the entrance of the port 
where the propeller of the High Flyer stands. At the 
entrance of the Texas City Dike rests the anchor of the 
Grandcamp. These memorials tell us that these were not 
little dinghys that exploded. They were large ships 
loaded with a cargo no one knew was deadly until after 
the fact. The memorials testify not only to the size of the 
ships, but the enonnity of the tragedy. 

Further down the loop is the memorial park where 
the remains of 63 unidentified bodies rest in numbered 
graves, watched over by the statue of an angel. A small 
pavilion in the park chronicles the disaster from the fire 
to the explosion to the status of the city today through 
pictures and stories. 

Yet another memorial sits outside the gates of the 
Sterling Chemicals refinery, formerly Monsanto, which 
was destroyed by the explosions. 

These memorials are reminders that extraordinary 
disasters, like the one that happened in Texas City, 
happen to ,ordinary pe,ople likc..us. 

,, . 
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TC Disaster exhibit 
• 

displayed in library 
By MICHELLE HILL 
Staff Reporter 

In honor of Texas City and in memory of the Texas 
City Disaster, Moore Memorial Library in Texas City ere• 
ated a traveling exhibit whicl,i is on display in the College 
of the Mainland Leaming Resources Center Library. 

The eight-part, double-sided, exhibit chronicles the 
history of the Texas City Disaster, Texas City as it is now 
and Texas City in the future. Six identical displays are 
also touring the area. In April all the displays will move 
into various local city buildings. 

Susie Monda, director of Moore Memorial Library, 
created !fie exhibit as "a capsule history of the explosion 
and upcoming events," in the rebirth celebration. 

The first section of the exhibit displays the theme, 
"TEXAS CITY: Remembering Yesterday, Celebrating 
Tomorrow 1947-1997." The next sections are The Fire, 
The Explosion, The Rescue, The Recovery, Texas City 
Today and Texas City Tomorrow. The last board is a sched
ule of events to take place on April 16-18. 

laterCOM, Mu<h/Aprll 19971 Pap 11 

The display panels are doors bought and painted blue 
by the Texas City Public Works Department and assembled 
by Creative Signs in Texas City. The company worked 
with Mancia to create the exhibit. 

Rodney Conley, former lnterCOM managing editor, and 1.-0rielle Blackwell, cunent InterCOM staff reporter, 
view the Texas City Disaster exhibit in the COM Libnry. The exhibit, created by Susie Moncla, director of the 

~Moore Memorial Library in Texas City, chronicles the 1947 disaster in text and pictures. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

Bogus police officer reported on Tiki " 
Continued from Page !"-----------
Assuming the lllan was a COM police officer she cooper
ated. 

TIie nµ.n took off when COM Police Officer Willie 
fhrerttt;""W'ho was making his rounds, approached the car. 

COM Police Officer Arbry Oiftoo warned that the 
suspect may have done this before and may do it again. 

In fact, he said approximately 48 hours later a male match
ing the same description was involved in a similar inci
dent on Tiki Island. 

Acc.ording to Huerta, there are no previous accounts 
of du<t~ol<>«<UtO>n=it the COM cainp,1s. If caughr, 
the suspect could face up to to years in jail. No arrests 
have been made so far. 

A 

Poet reveals humor, emotion at reading 
Continued from Page 1----------
sad recounting of his older sister Bobbi's death from con
genital heart disease at the age of 7. He lets the listener 
hear how profoundly ·the death and funeral of his sister 
affected and confused a 5-year-old boy. 

"The Ball Game, 1975" recalls an incident that oc
curred when he returned home to Ord, Neb., after he had 
gone away to college and let his hair grow long. Not too 
far from his hometown was a small country town, Burwell, 
in which 95 percent ofothe population consisted of cow
boys. 

One night at a bar in Burwell, three men offered the 
poet a free haircut. As he stood to leave one of them swung 
and hit him. When Dr. Sanders left, they followed him 
outside. By the time they caught up with him he had al
ready reached his car and retrieved Master Beater, the 
baseball bat his uncle gave him as a child. He was pre
pared to swing, but the men seeing his stance walked away. 

Dr. Sanders prefaced "Passing the Bottle," a "post 
marriage, post divorce poem.'' with "I have a long history 
of not being successful at things like marriage." It tells 

the tale of the night he found out his old friend was con
sidering marrying Dr. Sanders' ex-wife. His advice to the 
friend: "Don't.'' 

Another divorce poem was the bittersweet love poem, 
"The Last Night." In it the poet tells of the last night he 
spent with his wife, both knowing the marriage was over 
but still trying one last time to cling to their fonner dreams 
and all the things they had planned. 

Professor Sanders concluded the poetry reading with 
his protest poem "Vigil at a Missile Silo." The poem fo
cuses on a time when he lived on the missile grounds of 
Missouri. He said he was "living in the center of a cem
etery, all of our cemeteries.'' 

Dr. Sanders read 14 poems in all. The 13 poems from 
Before We Lost Our Ways were written between 1984 and 
1996. The book is available at the COM Bookstore for $9 
or in the Humanities Office, Suite B, LRC, for $7.50. 

Dr. Sanders advised up-and-coming poets to read po
etry journals and see what editors ·are looking for. Poets 
write a lot but publish little, he said. For every 100 poems 
written two may be published. 

Art depicts Ukraine's centuries-old history 
Continued from Page 11---------

Soviets, Ukrainian artists have continued to build upon 
their rich cultural heritage. 

According to the exhibit catalog, the Ukrainian 
style is a combination of several elements: Byzantine 
art, especially iconography; indigenous folk craft and 
culture, characterized by vibrant color and patterns; 
baroque, whi~h includes visual exuberance and natu-

• 

rat form; and thodernism, which is a pure or abstract 
form that embodies spiritual and socal significance. 

The College of the Mainland Fine Arts Gallery 
hours are Mondays-Thursdays, 11 a.m,-3 p.m. The 
gallery opens one hour prior to theater perfonnances 
and by request during regular hours. 

For infonnation call (409) 938-1211 or (281) 280-
3991, Ext. 354. 
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New steam table in the 
works for COM cafeteria 
By LORIELLE BIACKWELL 
Staff' Reporter 

~ Studem: -£enteT wrt1"-"rcceivc -a much 
needed face lift," said Jeff Brown, Brown Food 
Services, about renovations estimated at $20,000. 

The Snack Bar in the Student Center will soon 
have a hot food section. AdditiOnal cold units will 
be bought to provide students with ·wider selections, 
and the wall separating the Snack Bar from the eat
ing area may be knocked out to enlarge the space. 

Brown said the existing steam .tables and other 
equipment had been used for about 15 years. By 
buying a new steam table, the cafeteria will be able 
to provide hot meals rather than limiting customers 
to hamburgers and sandwiches. 

Bids are currently being taken for the new steam 
table a·nd other possible new equipment ' 

"A fresh appearance makes people want tO pa· 
tronize," Brown said. "As far as losses, they're my 
losses. I had to eat that $30,000 we lost last year." 

Brown said cafeteria expenses exceed the prof
its, and that campus vending maChines help cover 
the cafeteria costs, but if the cafeteria "were not at 
a college, it would have; long since shut down." 
Brown hopes the enlarged area and hot line will 
bring more business. The c;;afeteria is "something I 
have to swallow jf I want the vending machine op-
erations." · 

John Littles, cafeteria manager, disagrees. 
"I don't know where he (Brown) is getting~ 

figures, but when I look at the supplies and labor 
that the college pays for, I still see a profit at the 
end of the day." He added he has been wanting to 
make prices more affordable. 

Littles added that while the cafeteria does not 
make a high profit "we're .certainly not losing 
$30,()()()." 

In regard to tbe $30,(X)() cafeteria losses, Dr. 
Henry D. Pope, dean of College and Financ;:iaJ Ser
vices, said the cafeteria was losing about $50,000 
before Brown took it over 10 years ago. "He's cer
tainly managing it better than we were. Few people 
realize what it takes to run an operation like the 
cafeteria." 
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Music saved my life 
states COM adjunct 
By MICHEU.E IDU. 
Staff Reporter 

"I've always loved to sing," said Julia Kay, College 
of the Mainland vocal music adjunct. Kay, who was raised 
in Houston, said that though she has always loved to sing, 
it took her quite some time to "find" her voice. 

"As a child I loved to imitate other people's voices," 
said Kay, who could make her voice sound like anyone'~ 
she chose. "My favorites were "Julie Andrews and Donny 
Osmond." However, this talent became a hindrance later 
when she began to ·study music and \oice. Because she. 
was so fixed on other musicians' styles, she had no idea 
what her own style was, or how to find it. "It's hard to 
discover your style, to find your own voice and figure out 
what you sound like." 

Kay used music as a buoy to hold onto her sanity 
while in high school. Her parents were having ~arital 
troubles and the troubles affected her to the point that she 
really didn't care about anything such as school or life. 
"My parents' divorce really chanS:ed my life," Kay said, 
"I developed a darker side." 

Pedorming in musicals at her school, the High School 
for Pedonning and Vis\fal Ans, brought her out of the 
darkness and made her love life again. "I think music saved 
my life. In fact, sometimes I feel like if I hadn't had a 
voice, I would have gone beserk." 

After h'igh school Kay studied voice at the Manhat· 
tan School of Music in New York City, and at the Califor
nia Institute of Arts in Valencia, Calif., where she earned 
a bachelor of fine arts degree. After graduation Kay trav
eled around in the United States and did a few shows, 
such as singing with the New York Amato Opera Com· 
pany in The Magic Flute, Queen of the Night and Rigoletto. 
Despite that success, however, she considered herself a 
failure. 

"A voice teacher of mine once told me that if you 
haf,tn 't gotten a job by age 25 or at least 30, then you may 
as well give it (opera) up because you've failed," Kay 

COM vocal musk adj~oct instructor Julia Kay (left) demonstrates the propervoke projection technique to stu~ent 
Sharon Williams during Kay's class voice session in the Fine Arts Building. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

explained. This pronouncement brainwashed her for a 
while because she knew the shows and operas in which 
she had pedonned were not what her teacher would have 
considered a real job, or as being successful. 

"I believe turning 30 was the best thing that could 
have happened to me," she said ... I realized that there is 
no such thing as failing. There is simply yopr life's path 
and it takes many turns and side roads. 

"Don't let anyone or anything define you," Kay ad
vised ... Accept your journey and love your life regardless 
of any surprises." 

Kay now keeps busy with muSical pedormances in 
.church, singing at The Great Caruso (an opera-restaurant 
in Houston), freelance work, teaching voice privately and 

teaching a few COM classes. This is Kay's second se
mester here, teaching music appreciation, class voice and 
individual voice. 

Kay is considering a possible career in music therapy. 
"The more I live the more I tend to think I'll end up in 
music therapy where I can help others." The idea of do
ing music therapy came to Kay while doing massage 
therapy. Kay is not a massage therapist, however, she does 
occassionally do massages;and she really enjoys it. 

Kay is planning to get married this year. She met her 
fiance Mark in the musical Avenue X in which they per
formed together at the Theatre Lab in Houston last April. 
At the time of the musical Mark was not her boyfriend; 
however, he played her boyfriend in the show. 

COM music major selected for nationaljazz ensemble 

Rodney Englebosh 

By JIM PARK 
Staff Reporter 

"I love jazz; it's very 
technical, but then again it's 
very emotional," said 
Rodney Englebosh, a mu
sic major at College of the 
Mainland, where he has 
played piano with the Jazz 
Ensemble for three years. 

Englebosh traveled to 
Chicago in January to per
form with the International 

Association of Jazz Educators Community College All 
Star Jazz Ensemble. 

Englebosh, the only COM student selected for this 
honor, was one of 20 students from nine community col· 
leges, nationwide. Englebosh, who said "jazz allows me 
to express myself as a musician," was selected through a 
taped audition process that started last September. 

Music selections for the audition included an up
tempo swing etude, a ballad and a Latin-style etude. Also 
included was the Cole Porter SQng, "Love for Sale," in 
which he had to demonstrate his improvisational skills. 

"There might be one day I'm playing a song," 
Englebosh explained, "I might play the same song differ
ently the next day. It depends on the mood, how I feel, 
who I'm playing with. That's what I love about jazz, it's 
always new; it challenges me." 
. . Englebosh, who lo"es.jazz becauseDfjts_exprcssion 
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and spontaneity, plays part time in COM Professor Sparky 
Koemer's band, Sparky's Jazz Express. 

Englebosh also plays with another jazz band, Stolen 
Moments, in Clear Lake, where he fills in for a pianist in 
a piano trio at Perry's StC:8,k and Grill House. He also has 
a trio of his own: bass, drums, and his piano. The trio 
plays at weddings. His trio also plays gigs at local lounges. 
Recently, he also joined an R&B (rhythm and blues)band. 

Englebosh, who is 22 years old, has been playing the 
piano for 4 1/2 years. He grew up in a "house full (!f mu
sic," but didn't take up the _piano until he was about 17. 

Next fall he plans to go to the University of North 
Texas in Denton to earn his bachelor's degree in music, 

with an emphasis on arr_angement and composition. "I'm 
going to the University of North Texas," Englebosh said, 
"because jazz is very predominant up there." Whether_ or 
not he will pursue a master's degree at UNT or Berk.lee 
College of Music in Boston, depends on funds. 

"Jazz keeps you on edge. You've got to be listening 
to what the other guys are doing," the musician said 

"They have to be listening to what you're doing," 
Englebosh said. "It's kind of a lovemaking thing; it's beau· 
tiful man. It's awesome, c:specially if you're playing with 
some cats who dig the music. 

"I. feel that I can express myself best with music. It 
just does something to me." 

Lambert nominated Texas City Citizen of Year 
By ROSALIND MARSHAU. 
Photography Editor 

College of the Mainland has its very own Unsung 
Hero: veteran employee and teacher Billie Lambert. 

Co-workers and friends nominated Lambert for the 
1996 Mainland Citizen of the Year award, sponsored by 
the Texas City s·un. Lambert was selected as one of 10 
Umung Heroes by the Sun's Reader Advisory Board. 

Lambert has been teaching yoga classes at COM for 
27 years and also has worked as a COM librarian. She 
has both a business and a computer science degree, and 
also is a certified hand and foot therapist. She holds work
shops on stress reduction, massage and nutrition, but it is 
her "good.Samaritan" work outside of school for which 

her friends nominated her. 
Known for offering practical help, such as food or 

clOthing t~ people in times of hardship, Lambert also of
fers encouragemCnt, support aitd spiritual strength to those 
in need. Her friends call her an inspiration, an example of 
how to"share whatever is available with those less fortu
nate, and "a shining beacon" in forgiveness and caring 
toward others. 

"I feel we should all be doing something to help each 
other," Lambert said. "It doesn't matter what it is. If there's 
a need, that's what we should all be doing." 

In a special section of the Feb. 27 Texas City Sun, 
Lambert wa:; featured along with the nominees, the other 
Unsung Heroes and Meriworth Mabry, who was selected 
as Citizen of the:Ycar. 
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TASP info available 
in counseling center 
By PATRICIA HILL, Assistant Editor 
and LETICIA MONDRAGON, Staff Reporter 

The deadline to take the Texas Academic Skills Pro
gram test is quickly approaching for those students who 
wish to attend College of the Mainland this fall. 

The deadline to apply for the April 19 TASP test has 
passed, but students who need the test to attend summer 
school may late register through April 9 or emergency 
register April 10-16. However, the prices are $49 and $59 
respectively, as opposed to $29 regular registration fee. 

COM is one of the sites for all regularly scheduled 
TASP tests, but emergency TASP tests are given only at 
six sites in Texas. These vary test to test. 

The TASP test is required of all entering college fresh· 
men or students who have completed nine hours of col
lege transfer credit. 

The deadline to register for the June 21 test is May 
23. Another test is set for July 19; -that registration dead
line is June 20. State law requires the TASP test of all 
part- or full-time students who have not earned at least 
three transfer credit hours prior to fa11 1989. For other 
exemptions see the TASP Test Registration Bulletin. 

The bulletin is available in the COM Counseling and 
Appraisal Center located on the second floor of the Stu
dent Center. A registration form is included in the bulle· 
tin along with the address to which the fee and registra· 
tion fonn need to be sent. 

Late or emergency registration is available on a space
available basis. These deadlines are in the bulletin. 

Students who do not register by the registration dead
line may register by phone only, by calling (512) 927-
5398 between 8 a.m. and 7 p.m. Monday-Friday, exclud
ing holidays. Once registered, a verification number is 
given to the student, which allows admittance to the test
ing site. Students, however, still must complete a regis
tration form to be mailed with the payment. 

The Computer·Administered TASP Test is offered on 
an emergency basis for $85. Registration for this test is 
by J)hone only on a first-come, first-served basis. To reg· 
istercall (512) 927·5100 between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Mon
day-Friday. 

The TASP test consists of three sections: reading, 
mathematics and writing. 

Students whose sCores indicate the need for 
remediation must enroll in remedial classes for at least 
one indicated area until all sections of the test are passed. 

According to the COM catalog, TASP is a state·man· 
dated program to ensure that students enrolled in all Texas 
public colleges and universities possess the academic skills 
necessary to pedorm effective college courses. 
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No way to get late-night local prescriptions 

l found out the bard way that if you need-.a 
prescription filled after 10 p.m. in Texas City, 
Galveston and the surrounding areas, you are just out 
of luck. 

The other night my wife called her physician 
about a medical complaint which the doctor was able 
to diagnose over the phone. The' suggested relief was 
a prescription to be filled and taken immediately to 
for-stall further complicatiens. 

Since it was after 10, our drugstore was closed, 
and I found out, after many phone calls; that all the 
other area drugstores and pharmacies also were 
closed. 

I even called UTMB and the hospital in TeXas 
City,_ but was told the only way I could get the 
medicine was to come to the emergency room for 

examination, treatment and, if needed, a prescription. 
This was an expensive, time consuming and needless 
option. 
! After more phone calls I found that the 

Walgreens on El Camino Real in Clear Lake had a 
24-hour prescription service and that my wife's 
doctor could call in the information. At 11 that night 
we made the 5()..mile round trip for the medicine that 
would put my wife back on the road to recovery. 

What bothers me is that in the entire area sur
rounding Texas City, there is no late-night way to get a 
prescription filled. 

Therefore, I strongly urge that the area drug
stores have a rotating schedule for one of their stores 
to be on call. Maybe the hospitals could work out a 
plan to make call-in drug filling available to doctors, 
with some sort of authorizing feature to protect the 
hospitals from bogus calls. 

A solution to this serious problem needs to be 
implemented now. The leaders in the field need to 
deviSC a plan to ensure that we can get the medicine 
we need, when we need it, even if it's past normal 
closing hours. It might even come down to saving a 
life - maybe your life ... think about it. 

Deer defenseless against onslaught of high-tech hunters 

It's not often that something in the newspaper really 
gets to me, but when I opened a local paper a few weeks 
ago and saw a photograph of a triumphant hunter posing 
with the deer he had just shot, I felt sick to my stomach. 

Don't get me wrong. It's not that I'm squeamish 
about beautiful animals being needlessly killed, as 
opposed to pigs or cattle being slaughtered for food, but 
just what are these hunters trying to prove1 

That they are superior in intelligence, resources and 
fire power? Or that they can outwit a simple, trusting, 
wild animal? I hardly think that needs to be proved. 

When was the last time you saw a deer with an 
assault rifle? Also, once the deer have been lured with 
deer com throughout a season or Jwo, I don't think it 

takes a great deal of wits to shoot them at the very deer 
stands the hunters provide. What's more, I think it 
morally suspicious to kill something lhat has grown to 
trust the hand that feeds ii. 

If it were a matter of survival, I'd probably be out 
there too, trying to catch my dinner, -but it's not. No one 
has to shoot deer to survive. These aren't the pioneer 
days. Many hunters don't even take their kill home for 
food; they just get a picture, hack the antlers off-or the 
whole head-and leave the rest of the body to rot. 

These hunters probably get back into their comfort
able trucks, return to their appliance-laden homes, with 
freezers full of pizza and steak, open a beer and tum on 
the ball game on lV. It's hardly a matter of being forced 
to shoot Bambi's mom in order to keep the family from 
starving, now is it7 

What is it that makes people go out and kill for fun? 
. It's a sure-fire case of testosterone poisoning, all 

this man against beast hooey. Maybe they feel they have 
to prove their manhood by bringing home a trophy to 
show their superiority over animals. Maybe they have to 
be the symbolic caveman, dragging a dead beast home 

• 
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· to demonstrate their prowess. 
Now that would be something worth putting into the 

paper: a hunter stalking, capturing and bringing home an 
animal without doe-in·heat sprays, deer grunt calls, guns 
or a 4-wheel drive. This would be the real measure of a 
hunter's skill. Bring thaJ deer in with your !:Sare hands, 
and I might take a photo myself. · 

Of course, I'll Still think it's barbaric and prehis
toric, but at least it would have been a fair fi$ht. 

Maybe if the prey were a rhinoceros or an elephant, 
hunters might think twice about the "sport." 

The possibility of getting impaled or.trampled 
might even up the odds. But what's a deer going ,to do? 
Just run. That's all it can do. That deer in the photograph 
had no choice whether to be in the "game" or not. 
What's worse, it had nothing to fight back with. No 
guns, no knives, no binoculars, only speed and camou
flage. 

My sympathy is with the deer every time. I can't 
wait for hunters who shoot for sport to wake up and 
realize they are almost in the 21st century, not the 
Neanderthal Era. 
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Meri shown at risk 
for breast cancer 
By JULIAN RIANO 
Staff Reporter 

Hear the words "breast cancer" and piople immedi
ately think of women, but believe it or not, men too can 
develop the disease. 

Male breast cancer is rare, making up less than 1 per
cent of all carcinomas. Although men of all ages are can
didates, the average age of diagnosis is from 60-70 years, 
according to the website of the Imperial Cancer Research 
Fund, a registered United Kingdom charity dedicated to 
saving lives through cancer research. 

Because of its rarity, male breast cancer is more dif
ficult to diagnose. Also the disease is hard to study be
cause only 1,000 men per year nationally may be diag
nosed as compared to the tens of thousands of women in 
the United States who are diagnosed annually. From a 
scientific perspective 1,000 cases is not a large enough 
number to get conclusive findings, according lo lhe 
website of Y-Me National Breast Cancer Organization, 
an organization formed in 1978 by two (female) breast 
cancer patients who fell that their need for information 
and support could only come from others who share their 
experience. 

Male breast cancer is similar to the female disease, 
including the stages in which irreversible genetic changes 
occur, treatment and survival rate (approximately 60 per
cent survive for five years or more), according to the Im
perial Cancer Research Fund. 

The impression that the male form of the disease is 
worse is usually due to late diagnosis, which in males 
may come at the last stages, according to the website of 
the National Cane.er Institute, a component of tbe National 
Institute of Health. The institute is one of eight agencies 
composing the Public Health Service in the Department 
of Health and Human Services of the U.S. government. 

According to the Imperial Cancer Research Fund, 
symptoms of male breast cancer are a painless lump, 
nipple indrawing, ulceration, discharge ranging from yel
low to brownish (occasionally bloody) and enlarged lymph 
glands under the arms. 

Certain risk factors predispose a man to breast can
cer. These include: occupational radiation or electromag
netic field exposure ( especially workers at electric or 
nuclear power plants); estrogen ingestion (used for gen
der reassignment therapy; also being studied for its ef
fects during the first stages of Alzheimer's disease). 

Other risks include: diseases associated with 
hyperestrogenism (condition of having too much estro
gen), such as Klinefelters syndrome (congenital disorder 
caused by an extra X-chromosome characterized by small 
testicles and sterility), gynecomastia (excessive develop
ment of breast in males) and scistosomiasis (infestation 
of scistOSome parasites common in much of Asia, Africa 
and South America). 

Many men who develop breast cancer also have a 
history of testicular infection, testicular injury or unde
scended testicles, according to the National Cancer Insti
tute. However, the medical community is divided as to 
the connection between the disease and_having an inher
ited predisposition. 

Some men may wait up to 18 months to seek treat
ment because of their ignorance of the possibility of de
veloping this fonn of cancer. Others prolong getting help 
due to the embarrassment of having "feminine problems," 
according to the Imperial Cane.er Research Fund. 

Men with breast cancer usually experience conflict
ing emotions, more so than with other cancers. First they 
discover that they have a life-threatening disease, and then 
they might feel they cannot openly discuss breast cancer, 
writes the Y-Me National Breast Cancer Organization. 

Whether you are male or female, if your life has been 
touched by breast cancer and you would like information 
or emotional support call the Y-Me Breast Cancer 24-hour 
Hotline, at (800) 221-2141 or for Spanish (800) 986-9505. 

• 

Aerial photography records a sa,ae of the Texas City Disaster looking much Uke the results of a World War II 
bombing raid. Dense smoke from multiple flres billows up from the Port of Texas City and surrounding refta.eries 
as a result of the lragk explooloas April 16-17, 1947- Murray Getz, aow an late.COM staff reporter, was a free
lance newspaper photographer at the time and took this photograph a few houn after the disaster on April 17, He 
had secured a ride in one of the ~e planes. (Photo by Murray Getz) 

Texas City site of deadly disaster April 1947 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

In April 19~7Texas City entered the record books as 
the site of the worst industrial disaster in the U.S., possi
bly in the world. Today, despite other major disasters in 
the last 50 years, Texas City continues to hold this record. 

On April 16 of that year the French ship SS 
Grarulcamp exploded at 9:12 a.m. Then at 1:10 in the 
early hours of April 17, the American ship SS High Flyer 
exploded. Each had been loaded with ammonium nitrate, 
the same fertilizer that was used April 19, 1995, to de
stroy the Muriah Federal Building in Oklahoma City. In 
the final tally of the Texas City disaster, 576 people were 
dead or missing and more than 4,000 people were injured. 
Property damage was in excess of $65 million. 

In her book Texas City Remembers, Elizabeth Lee 
Wheaton writes, ''Wednesday, April 1.6, 1947, dawned 
clear and cool at Texas City, Texas." Then the disaster 
unfolded as follows. 

When the whistle to commence work blew at 8 a.m., 
longshoremen prepared to load 700 tons of ammonium 
nitrate into the Grandcamp S cargo, which already in

. eluded 2,300 tons of the fertilizer. Also on board were 16 
cases of small arms ammunition; bales of sisal twine and 
cotton; and refrigeration, farm and oil well equipment. 

Shortly after the workers entered the No. 4 hold to 
begin loading 100-pound bags of fertilizer, a thin ribh9n 
of smoke was spotted. 

. To this day no one knows what caused the fire. One 
belief is that a crew member or dock worker carelessly 
tossed asidC a lighted match or cigarette while waiting in 
the hold for the fertilizer to come on board. Another theory 
is that the weight of the sacks of ammonium nitrate caused 
the compound to decompose and spontaneously co1Tlbust. 

Workers attempted to put out 1he fire with buckets of 
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water. When that failed they called for a hoseline; how
ever, the ship's first mate forbade its use for fear the wa
ter would damage the cargo. They then replaced the hatch 
covers in an attempt to smother the fire. Whether the hatch 
covers were then removed, blown off or burned away is 
unclear, but smoke began pouri·ng out. 

At 8:33 a.m. on that fateful April 16 a fire alarm 
sounded and the Texas City Volunteer Fire Department 
promptly respondCd. Crowds of spectators gathered to 
watch the fire. 

By 9 a.m. the steel deck of the Grandcamp was so 
hot that water instantly vaporized. 

At 9:12 a.m., the Grande.amp exploded, followed im
mediately by another explosion. The entire Texas City 
Volunteer Fire Department, as well as many dockworkers, 
spectators and people from surrounding businesses and 
homes were killed as the entire area was bombarded with 
falling shrapnel.. • 

Fiery balls of twine rained ~II over the area setting 
fires, and a tidal wave more than 15 feet high, lifted a 
150-foot-long barge carrying hydrochloric acid from wa
ter and dropped it }50 feet inland. The wave also blan
keted the area with burning oil. Two airplanes flying over 
the site were blown from the air. 

Southwestern Sugar and Molasses Co. and Monsanto 
Chemical Co., as well as other port properties were de
stroyed or severely damaged. 

The SS High Flyer and the SS Wilson B. Keene, two 
ships owned by the Lykes Brothers Steamship Co. also 
were docked at the Port of Texas City. They were tom 
from their moorings and suffered extensive damage. The 
High Flyer, which also carried ammonium nitrate, was 
thrown against the Wilson B. Keene. 

Rescue efforts began immediately. Those individu
als in the area who were not seriously in_jured began the 

See Disaster Pap 5 
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Helpful, friendly staff 
at COM Bookstore 
By JIM PARK 
Staff Reporter 

Lois Slawson hBS worked for the College of the Main
land Bookstore 23 years. Sh_e is the team leader now, but 
on March 31 she will retire from COM. 

The college held a retirement pariy March 5 in honor 
of Slawson and other retirees: Dr. Roy Rhame of the Sci
ence Team; Lochie Fowler, Senior Adult Program; Alene 
Franklin, Health and Physical Education; Donna Hunter, 
Financial Services; and Ruby Stevens, Admissions. 

When Slawson talks it becomes evident that she has 
enjoyed the past 23 years. 

"The students are the most important part of the job," 
she said." We try to have the right number of books and 
merchandise on hand at the beginning of each semester. 
If wi; do this properly, education at COM can flow unin
terrupted. The bottom line: students first." 

Olga Smith, 20-year bookstore employee, said, "Be
cause of working here, I've kept on top of things. I'd like 
to give credit to the students and my fellow employees." 

Judy Hudson, who has been with the bookstore for 
five years, said of Slawson: "Lois is the best boss. She is 
not like a boss but a friend, a personal friend; she's confi
dential and understanding." Hudson added: "I just can't 
give you enough adjectives. I've w_orked with her for five 
years and we are going to miss her. This is the most pleas
ant office to work in on campus." 

The newest team member is Jackie Anders, who came 
to work at COM in the Admissions Office August 1994. 
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COM B,ookstore employees (from left) Olga Smith; Jackie Anders; Lois Slawson; Rosbawn Boone, student assistant; 
and Judy Hudson, take a moment out ortheir busy Khedules for a picture. Student assistant Curtis Jackson is not 
pictured. Slawson is retiring Man:h 31, after 23 years at the bookstore. (Photo by Mara, Doo) 

She transferred to the. bookstore at the first of this year. 
"I love working at the bookstore," she said. "It's a 

great place to work. We at the bookstore arc like family. 
We are definitely customer friendly and accessible." Of 
her new job she said, "The work load is greater but the 
job is more pleasant and more rewarding." 

The bookstore also employs two student assistants, 
Roshawn Boone and Curtis Jack.son. "Roshawn has been 

with us a year and is very knowledgeable about the book
store," Slawson said. "Curtis is new, he's a good worker 
and a great guy, too." Of Smith, Hudson and Anders, 
Slawson said that they "try to meet the students at the 
door and are the best staff on ~pus." 

During the busiest times in the bookstore, the begin
ning and the end o~-each semester, five part-time employ
ees come in to JJelp. 

UHCL to award 14 scholarships in essay contest 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Pbolography Editor 

Scholarships ranging from $250 to $1,000 are offered 
to the winners of an essay competition sponsored by Uni
versity of Houston-Clear Lake, according to a UHCL news 
release. 

Open io College of the Mainland students, the con
test is titled "Celebrating our Elders," and is to honor Af
rican-American or Hispanic elders who have influenced 
the people around them. By sharing their cultural experi
ences, the 14 winners can use their scholarships at any 

Houston-area community- coltege~Deadline for submis-
sion is April 30. . 

The contest is open to all students who currently at
tend a Houston-area community college, and senior high 
school students who plan.to attend community college. 

Essays should be two pages, typed and double-spaced. 
They can be in the fonn of a narrative or formal essay,Or 
poetry. Some background on the eider's life and his or 
her values should be included, and the impact of the eider's 
relationship with the writer is the criterion for judging, 
rather than writing style. 

This is the third annual essay contest sponsored by 

The folklore dance troupe, Folkolico Latino, dance the machete dance at_ COM Cinco de Mayo festival last y~r. 
Asimilar group will perform May 1 at COM'S 24th annual Cinco de Mayo Festival. The festival wlll be held in the 
Student Center from noon-1:30 p.m • 

• 

UHCL, and, according to Dr. Craig Oettinger;-the direc
tor and driving force behind the project, the number of 
entries doubled from the first year to the second. "I'd like 
to see it double again," he said. 

The winning essays will be preserited in exhibits at 
UHCL in the fall, and the university will be the perma
nent rcspository for these essays. 

"What is so powerful about this exhibit," said Dr. 
Oettinger in the news release, "is the extraordinary 
strength of these elders." 

For more information, contact Dr. Oettinger or Linda 
Bullock at (281) 283-3373. 

Cinco de Mayo Festival 
brings Mexico to COM 

Thursday, May 1, a Cinco de Mayo Festival will be 
held at College of the Mainland for the ?4th consecutive 
year. 

Festivities will be held in the Student Center from 
noon-1:30 p.m. Musical performances will consist of a 
mini-concert by the award-winning Mariachi band, Los 
Gallitos, performing traditional Mexican Mariachi music 
and a folklore dance troupe performing a "Mexican Hat 
Dance." The festival is free and open to all. 

"The historical significance of Cinco de Mayo," ac
cording to a press release from COM history Professor 
Manuel Urbina, "is that the battle of Cinco de Mayo com
memorates the victory of the Mexican forces, led by Gen
eral Ignacio Zaragoza (born in Goliad) over the French 
forces, led by General Lorencez, in Puebla on May 5, 
1862. Although the final victory of the Mexicans over the 
forces of Archduke Maximilian and Empress Carlota did 
not occur until 1867 under the leadership of President 
Benito Juarez, the initial Mexican victory on May 5, 1862, 
provided the Mexican forces with the inspiration to con
tinue fighting against foreign invaders. 

Today, the Cinco de Mayo Festival is a symbol of the 
celebration of the Mexican-American cultural heritage in 
our midst, as well as a celebration of the human spirit 
seeking to preserve its intrinsic freedom," Professor 
Urbina explained. 

• 

• 

• 

• • 
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Campus Life 

Standing in the COM SAB Multicultural Lunch Fest serving line March l5 are (l'rom lei!) Jorge Careaga, student; 
James Shippy, director of Student Services; Vanessa EmmiUe, SAB; Mike F. Kelly, student; Evalisa Whistler, 
_student; and Gizelle Hargraves, SAB. (Photo by Rosalind Marsb,11) 

SAB dishes out Multicultural Lunch 
By MICHELLE HILL and JULIAN RIANO 
Staff Reporters 

Where could an Irish Mexican sit down to lunch with 
a British Gennan? At the Multicultural Lunch Fest hosted 
by the College of the Mainland Student Activities Board 
March 25 at 12:30p.m. in the Student Center Sun Room. 

The event was free to all students. faculty and staff 
but participants were asked to bring a covered dish repre
senting their heritage. The chainnan of the event was SAB 
member Keith Vyvial. 

Approximately 30 people representing 16 countries 
attended the event. Foods included cheese enchiladas from 
Mnico, shrimp and okra gumbo from Africa, asparagus 
from biblical times, apple-cheese strudel from Germany
Czecholslovakia, boudin balls from Louisiana (France) 
and sauerkraut with sausage from the Czech Republic. 

SAB Sponsor Maryann Urick invited all participants 
to stand and share their ethnic backgrounO. Foreign ex
change student Monica Bernadich from Spain and 
lnterCOM Photography Editor Rosalind Marshall from 
England were the only two non-American participants. 

"I'm really glad that some actual foreigners could 
come and talk about their cultures," Vyvial said 

James Shippey, director of Student Services, said of 
his heritage, "I'm an all-around Yankee Doodle, but mainly 
from Africa." He added that the Multicultural Lunch Fest 
is a good idea. "It's a good chance for folks to get to
gether and have fun; we break bread and relax. Eve~-

thing here was good." 
History Professor Manuel Urbina, originally from 

Mexico, shared an anecdote about the first English words 
he ever said when he was a boy: ''Not excused!" 

Students for Christ representative Beth Arney brought 
asparagus, which in.biblical times.grew wild in Israel and 
was a staple in the early Christians' diet. 

COM American history adjunct Deyossie Harris also 
spoke at the event .about the importance of the diversity 
in American society. Harris holds two master's degrees, 
one in multicultural studies, and has also been a great sup
porter of cultural events at COM, Urick said. 

Everyone at the luncheon received a booklet contain
ing infonnation about different cultures. It includes pic
tures of children wearing the native garb of 20 different 
countries. It also includes infonnation such as the custom 
of April Fools' Day which came to America via the En
glish settlers who played tricks on each other, and that the 
potato chip was invented in 1853 by American-Indian Chief 
George Crum. Vyvial compiled the booklet. 

A musical video by David Pomeranz, "It's in Every
one of Us," was played at the close of the luncheon. The 
video, loaned to Vyvial by COM sociology Professor Marty 
Caylor, was a phantasmagoria of images of children from 
different cultures. Although the'y probably didn't speak the 
same language, they shared a universal smile. 

SAB member Gizelle Hargraves said she was pleased 
with the turnout and the variety of foods. "As for the food, 
it was all delicious," she added. 

Annual Mexican study tours slated for May 31 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff' Reporter 

Bienvenidos a Mexico ... welcome to Mexico. The 
welcome sign is out for all who crave international ad
venture via the proposed College of the Mainland Mexico 
study tour planned for those interested in participating. 

Participants have comprised a wide variety of ages, 
occupations and interests. After a flight from Houston and 
a short bus ride to the 450-year-old village of San Miguel 
de Allende, group members will begin their adventure. 

The visitors will appreciate the allure of this city built 
on the side of a hill 6,400 feet above sea level, overlook
ing a chain of mountains in the distance. Poets and writ
ers for many years have found this beautiful city, with its 

' .. J ·.' • ' • • , 
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cobbled streets, heavy wooden doors, flower gardens and 
tranq\lil life conducive to study and creative thinking. 

It will be .in this gentle atmosphere that informal 
cl~s will be held at the Academia Hispano Americana, 
where the students will be given the opportunity to learn 
or improve and practice the Spanish language, as well ·as 
delve into the history and custom~ of the Mexican people. 

Tour participants have the opportunity to either stay 
with a host Mexican fami(y or at a nearby hotel. 

Two trips are planned, one will be a two-week trip 
from May 31-June 14, and 'the other will be a four-week 
stay from May 31-June 28. For further information on 
this opportunity to "Go Mexican," call Chuck 
Buddenhagen, priorto April I (409) 938-12) I, or (281) 
280-3991, Ext. 517. Adios. 

• 

• 
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COM spring festival 
celebrates the Arts 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainlarid 's annual art festival and sale 
will be held April 24 from 10 a.m.-8 p.m. In conjunction 
with th~ festival, the COM Fine Arts Gallery will exhibit 
a collection of work by the art students April 2I-May 6. 

The festival and sale takes place in and around the 
Fine Arts Building. 

A number of events are planned for the festival. Be
ginning at 12:30 p.m., Theatrix, the student theater group, 
will present two 10-minute plays and poetry readings. 

The music department will offer a variety of enter
tainment, beginning al 1:30 p.m. with piano performances, 
followed at 2 by solo performances. The Jazz Combo will 
perform at 3. The COM Singers and the Studio Group 
will sing at 4:30 and 5 p.m., respectively. Guitar music 
will round out the day at 6:30. . 

A reception will be held in the g~llery from 6:30-
7:30. Scholarship awards will be presented by the art de
partment at 7 p.m. that evening. 

The Art Students Exhibition is made up entirely of 
work Submitted by students, currently enrolled in COM 
art classes or enrolled last fall. The pieces in the juried 
show will be selected by COM faculty members. 

Because of the limited space in the gallery · and the 
large number of art entered in the show, photography and 
drawing Professor Mona Marshall said:" A lot is rejected. 
The more interesting, adventurous work is selected." She 
added, "It's an honor to get in." 

Marshall also said, "It's exciting to see the high qual
ity of work in the art department here at COM." 

The COM Fine Arts Gallery hou.rsare.Monday-Thurs
day, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. It is also open one hour prior to the
ater performances and by request. For infonnation call 
(409) 938-1211 or (281) 280-3991, Ext. 354. 

From Mozart to modern 
COM choruses sing it all 
By MICHELLE HILL 
Staff' Reeorter 

You may have heard of the COM Singers or the Stu
dio Group and wondered just who they are. 

COM Singers and the Studiri Group are College of 
the Mainland 's two vocal ensembles. The ensembles are 
directed by James Heffel, associate professor and direc
tor of Vocal Music Activities. 

COM Singers is a large group who perform a stan
dard repertoire. The ensemble is made up of students of 
all ages, including non-credit st.udents. "No one is ever 
too old to enjoy music," Heffel said. "I'm delighted that a 
lot of the non-credit students can be with us." 

The majority of people invotved in the singing groups 
are music majors; however, some have backgrounds in 
music and are in the class only because they want to sing. 
COM Singers is a non-auditioned class, meaning that any-
one can sign up for it. . 

The Studio Group, a smaller ensemble, is a show 
chorus that sin.,gs pop- and jazz-style songs while they 
da.nce. The Studio Group includes mostly music majors. 
"The Studio Group is auditioned because they dance, and 
the movements are easier with a smaller group," Heffel 
explained. 

The Studio Group and the COM Singers both have 
one major performance on campus per semester. This 
semester's concert is sit for April 23 in the Fine Arts Re
cital Hall at 7:30 p.m. 

In addition to the on-campus performances, the COM 
Singers have one off-campus performance per semester, 
Hefrel said. The Studio Group often also entertains at com
munity events. 
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Disaster remembered 
as TC looks to future 
Continued from Page 4----------

task of locating and freeing the severely injured and dead. 
The local Red Cross was up and running soon after 

the initial blast. Within 30 minutes of the explosion Red 
. Cross workers from Galveston were in Texas City. The 
Salvation Army was on site in 70 minutes. Within 90 min
utes the first relief aircraft arrived in the city. 

Doctors from throughout the area flooded into Texas 
City. The U.S. Anny set upa Mobile Army Surgical Hos
pital and field kitchens. Local plants supplied gas masks 
for rescue workers to use. Police from surrounding areas 
arrived to help the Army preserve order. Unsolicited 
money began flooding into the city from as far away as 
Australia and Japan. 

At 6 p.m., April 16, the Coast Guard reported that 
the High Flyer was on fire. By 7:30 p.m. the city was 
ordered to evacuate. Thousands fled. Rescue workers, 
however, continued locating and removing the dead and 
injured. Workers with acetylene cutting equiqment toiled 
to separate the High Flyer from the Wilson B. Keene. Four 
tugs attempted to disengage the ships. but they only suc
ceeded in moving the High Flyer about 50 feet. By 1 a.m. 
balls of fire were shooting from the High Flyer's hold 
and the tugs cast off their lines and moved away. 

The High Flyer was ripped apart by an explosion at 
1:10 a.m. April 17, followed seconds later by another ex
plosion. 

After flying over Texas City, Hal Boyle, an Associ
ated Press reporter, wrote: "In four years of war.coverage 
I have seen no concentrated devastation so utter except 
Nagasaki in Japan, victim of the second atom bomb." 

In the face of such death and devastation many towns 
would have folded, but not Texas City. Many of the local 
businesses rebuilt and only a few of the residents moved 
away. In fact, between 1940 and 1950 the city's popula
tion tripled and in 1960 the popdlation was twice what it 
had been in 1950. 

A Reader's Digest poll recently placed Texas City/ 
Galveston 21st in a list of the top 50 places in the United 
States to raise a family. 

To commemorate the 50th anniversary of the explo
sion and the progress the city has made since 1947, Texas 
City is hosting a Rebirth Celebration April 16-18. The 
theme is "Remember the Past and Celebrate the Future." 

Wednesday, April 16, will be devoted to "'Remem
berance and Reflection." Events planned for that day in
clude a memorial service at the Texas City High School 
fbotball Stadium at 9 a.m. and the unveiling of the new 
Phoenix Fountain at the Nessler Centel'. Survivors will 
retell their stories at "An Evening of Reflection and 
Rememberance," a multimedia presentation at 7 p.m. at 
the TCHS John C. Martin Auditorium. ' 

The second day of the celebration, Thursday, April 
17, is set aside for "Thanksgiving," and includes a wreath 
laying at 2:30 p.m. at the First Lady Pavilion on the Texas 
City Dike to honor the firefighters who lost their lives. A 
dinner will also be held at the Nessler Center at 6:30 p.m. 
to thank agencies and individuals who offered assistance 
to the city during the disaster. The guest speaker is Ron 
Stone, former Channel 2 anchor, host of The Eyes of Texas 
and author of a book on the disaster. 

The central theme for Friday, April 18 is .. Celebrat
ing the Future." A time capsule dedication will take place 
at Memorial Park at 3 p.m. At 5 p.m. a parade will run 
through the city followed by a "Rebirthday Party" at the 
Rotary Pavilion. 

For information about the parade and other events. 
call the Rebirth Infonnation Line at (409) 643-5878. 

College of the Mainland also is getting involved in 
the festivities. The COM Library in the Leaming Re
sources Center is displaying a traveling exhibit from the 
Moore Memorial Library in Texas City, "Texas City Re
membering Yesterday, Celebrating Today," tells the story 
of Texas City from the disaster to the present through pho
tographs and a brief history mounted on blue display 
boards. A schedule on the display lists activities com-
memorating the explosions and rebirth. -

• 
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Robert Mullen and friend, a macaw parrot from the Amazon Rain Forest, entertain COM environmental geology 
students Feb. 20, the night they discussed pros and cons of using wild animals in shows. Mullen visited the class 
taught by Chuck Buddenhagen, program director for Continuing Education and Community Se"ices. Mullen 
uses the macaw as well as other animals to teach elementary and middle school children about tbe rain forests and 
environmental problems. The day-long educational programs include a magic show. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

Daughter helps mom fight breast cancer 

Maree 
Doo 

Cancer, or "The big C," as John Wayne called it 
until it took his life, is a malignant growth of new cells 
that can, if unchecked, spread throughout the body. It is 
a DNA abnonnality that causes the cells to reproduce 
themselves at a rapid rate and sometimes these cells 
become abnormal. 

Breast cancer is expected to cause at least 44,300 
deaths in women this year, according to the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. 

When I first found out my mom had breast cancer l 
cried. • · 

I was at school and had called her at work. She was 
very upset and crying. She took a deep breath and told 
me that the needle biopsy performed five days earlier 
had come back positive. After the initial shock, we 
proceeded to find out all we could about breast cancer. 
Wt! had an enormous amount of information to digest. 

The next day we went to see the breast surgeon. At 
his office we learned the specifics about the type of 
cancer she had and the options open to her for treatment. 
My mom had intraductal carcinoma, meaning the cancer 
cells had broken through the milk ducts into the outer 
tissues of her breast. This is a more serious cancer than 
introductal carcinoma or in situ cancer, in which the 
cancer cells are still within the milk ducts. 

Because of the severity of the cancer, her doctor 
wanted to do a modified radical mastectomy as opposed 
to a lumpectomy. In the modified radical mastectomy 
the cancerous breast and the lymph nodes underneath 
the armpit are removed. In a lumpectomy only the 
cancerous tumor is re~oved, not the breast. 

The next day we met with \he reconstructive · 
surgeon. My mom ,had two reconstructive surgery 
options open to her. She could get a saline implant or 
have reconstructive surgery. She chose the latter because 
she did not feel a saline implant was an option due to the 
dangers involved, such as the implant bursting and 
causing other health problems. For this reason I did not 
want her to have the saline implant, but after meeting 
with tht surgeon, I was not sure that I wanted her to 
have the reconstructive surgery either. 

• 

This surgery involves taking a portion of stomach 
fat and moving it to the breijSt area. Because it is major 
surgery, this procedure scared me as mu~h as a saline 
implant. My mom, pleased by the possibility of having 
her uncomfortably large breasts reduced in size, decided 
to proceed with reconsructi~n saying, "I'm getting a 
tummy tuck and a breast reduction all at once." 

The doctors and nurses were helpful and under
standing. There was a lot of information to remember 
and they helped us keep everything straight. 

The date for my mother 's surgery was set two short 
weeks after this intitial consultation. 

The day of the surgery both my brother and I took 
off work and made the hospital our temporary home. 
The rest of my n,iother 's entourage, my dad and two of 
her friends, stayed with us the rest of the day. 

My brother cried and would not leave the dootway 
of the surgery ward after seeing my mother wheeled 
through the doors. I remained calm and did not let 
myself cry. We waited for eight hours. We had been told 
it would take five. Finally, the reconstructive surgeon 
came out to say everything had gone well; however, we 
had to wait another hour until our mother came out of 
recovery before we could see her. 

We all proceeded to her room to wait anxiously 
until they wheeled her back in. 

Then it was my job to call all the relatives and tell 
them everything was OK. 

My mom stayed in the hospital for five days. She 
was sore and uncomfortable with not being able to do 
everything by and for herself. She took a three'-month 
leave of absence from work to recover. 

When my mom went for her first follow-up visit, 
her surgeon told her the lymph nodes, which had been 
removed along with her breast, were not cancerous and 
that the cancer had not spread to the rest of her body. 

On April 8 my mom is going back on the surgical 
table to have the rest of the reconstructive surgery done. 
She is looking forward to the surgery because not only 
will she be put back to nonnal, but she will end up with 
smaller, more comfortable breasts. 

Unfortunately it sometimes takes a life-threatening 
illness for us to realize just how important our parents 
are to us and to find out who our true friends are. 
Sometimes parents are easily forgotten and taken for 
granted by their children. They seem to be remembered 
only when the children need or want something. We 
need to go home and hug our parents because in an 
instant they can be taken away. 
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Geology Club adviser, Dave Hans'mire (far left), 
stands in the COM Ubrary by a display case of 
rocks and minerals assembled by dub members. 
With Hansmire are club officers (from left) Gay 
Burket4 club assistant; Margo Burns, publica
tion specialist; Christa Hudgins, treasurer; and 
Charles Leslie, preoident. 

(Photo by Patricia Hill) 

Geology Club sponsors 
trip to Lake Whitney 
ByMARCEDOO 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland Geology Club will 
travel to Lake Whitney State Park in Whitney, 30 
miles nonh of Waco, for a three-day camping trip 
starting Friday.April 11. A chartered bus and a COM 
vehicle will take the participants to the campsite. 

The club is not just for people interested in 
rocks, but also for those interested in "getting to 
know our enviroment through looking at the past," 
said Margo Burns, the club's publication specialist. 

Charles Leslie, Geology Club president, said, 
''I am extremely pleased with the club." He added 
that the club "promotes a better understanding of 
the physical sciences." 

One goal of the trip, Leslie said is "to share in 
the camaraderie that exposure in the outdoors and 
working toward a common goal" can bring. Leslie 
said another goal is to "instill and improve upon 
the leadership skills of the officers and members." 

The club has rented 10 shelters; however, those 
who choose to may camp Outside. AS of March 18, 
49 people had signed up to go. 

Once in a Lifetime opens April 10 
Hollywood in 1927, when the movies began talking, 

is the setting of Kaufman and Hart's hit play Once in a 
Lifetime. This delightful clas.siC: hits the boards at the Col
lege oflhe Mainland Arena Theatre April to-May 4. 

In presenting this comic masterpiece, filled with sat
ire and plot twists, COM Assistant Director Mark A. 
Adams directs his cast of 29 Thespians in th'e Arena 
Theatre's fifth production of its 25th Anniversary season. 

Lifetime presents an inside view of the hilarious 
hijinks you get when you mix Kaufman and Hart's writ
ing w.it:b the zany antics of their show biz characters. 

All of this sends out strong "don't mi~ it" signals. 
For dates, times and ticket information call (409) 938-
1211 or (281) 280-3991, Ext. 345 

Baseball too costly for families today 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporter 

Editor S Note: This is the second part of a three-part 
series on baseball. The first part appeared in the 
February issue of lnterCOM and dealt with the author S 
view of the glory days of baseball in the Houston area in 
tM 1940s. 

Part II-Baseball: As it is now 
Old Abner Doubleday, often credited as the inventor 

of modern-day baseball, would be spinning in his grave 
if he could view his game as it is today. 

On an obscure field in New Jersey back in 1876, two 
teams got together for what might have been the first pro
fessional game played. From this beginning, baseball has 
deteriorated from the sport I viewed in the 1940s as a fun, 
enjoyable outing at the old Buff Stadium in Houston, to 
the paradoxical operation it has become nowadays. 

I seriously question what Abner would think of the 
state of the game in which the players go out on strike 
and cause the cancellation of the World Series. Then, if 
that weren't bad enough, he would really have to grit his 

teeth if he were to hear about major league teams up and 
leaving the cities they played for, totally disregarding the 
loyal fans who called them their "home team." 

I can just see the old fellow shaking his head in dis
belief were he to get wind of the financial situation that 
baseball has gotten itself into. 

In Abner's day a player was thrilled to death just to 
get the opportunity to sign on to one of the big league 
teams. Now, a youngster just out of high school runs to 
his agent and then sits back, while his representative shops 
around for a team that will pay his youthful client that 
million bucks just for signing, even before the rookie sets 
foot in the dugout. 

Let's talk about another side of the financial picture. 
Take a family consisting of a father, a mother an~ 

three youngsters who want to catch a game at the Dome. 
In the old days at Buff Stadium, you could park your car 
for free, pay three bucks for a box seat, buy a hot dog and 
a drink for less than a dollar, and sit back and enjoy the 
game. 

Nowadays that same family has to hock the family 
jewels if they want to see a bunch of local ballplayers go 
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COM fares well in Sports Day competition 
By MARCUS WHARTON 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland came home a Sports Day 
champion. The women's basketball team won first place 
and the softball team took second place. 

The Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day 
was hosted by Houston Community College March 6 at 
the college's Westchc!ster campus: 

"COM did an excellent job," said Maryann Urick, 
~ coordinator of COM Recreational Programs. Urick coor

dinated the COM teams that participated in the event. 
Members of the women's basketball team, Yolanda 

Raymond, Yolanda Bellard and Katt Houston, won over 
North Harris County in the championship game. Four 
teams participated in the tournament. The other college 
teams were San Jacinto and Brazosport. 

COM's softball team took second place against San 
Jacinto South with a score of 3-1. The softball tourna
ment was single elimi.nation: one loss and the ~team was 
out. COM's softball team consisted ofTrini Castro, Jason 
Lewis, Christina McClehoun. Dave Smith, Joe Collins, 

Matt Albright, Chris Boug, Lisa Allen and Robert Castro. 
COM's volleyball team came .in second in the tour

nament pool, but because of HCC's scheduling problems, 
the gym was not available to finish the tournament, thereby 
denying COM's volleyball team an opportunity to come 
home a winner. 

Volleyball team members, Brian AJexander, Anton 
Mitchell, Michael Devall, Jorge Careaga, Sessalie Premo, 
Heather Pena and Modica Bemadich won their first game, 
lost the .next three, won tlfe next three and lost the last 
one. They ended the day with a .500 record, 4-4. Since 
the team finished second in the pool, they would have 
continued on to the final rounds had the gym been avail-
able.. -

Other COM teams participating in Sports Day were 
the men's basketball team: Larry McCorkle, Dominique 
Green, Antonio Malone and Adrian Murray, and in the 
billiards tournament, Richard Copeland and Sarah Sowell. 

In addition to .COM, colleges competing in Sports 
Day were Alvin, Lee, Houston Communtiy, North Har
ris, San Jacinto North, San Jacinto South, San Jacinto Cen
tral, Tomball, Kingwood and Brazosport. 

The COM GClC Sports Day women's basketball team (from left) Katt Houston, Yolanda Bellard and Yolanda 
Raymond pause after their first place win owr North Harris-County College in their championship game March 6. 
Houston Community College hosted the Sports Day at the Westchester campus. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 
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Faithful fans cry foul; 
baseball strikes out 
Continued from Page 6----------

out and try to avoid their traditional September slump. 
First there is a $4 charge to park the car, the seats 

will run upward of $15 each and then if hunger sets in, 
they better talk to their loan officer at the bank. Yes, a 
family outing at our Astrodome could easily cost that fam
ily more than $150 just to see one major league game. 

Now, if they opt to blow that much money, they could 
very well be treated to the unappetizing spectacle of a 
player spitting in an umpire's face because he objects to a 
call. The family could also witness a player's bat break
ing as he hits the ball. Thit occurring because the batter 

,had illegally inserted cork into his bat in hopes of getting 
more distance on his hits. The family might also catch a 
glimpse of a genuine candidpte forthe Hall of Fame who 
got himself barred from the sport because he had been 
betting on games. Just read the sports section of your news
papers because every day it seems something happens to 
drop the game a little deeper in doo doo. 

And the beat goes on .... 
Baseball now is sick. And it's going to take a lot to 

woo the fans-back into the stands. Attendance has dropped 
dramatically since the players' strike, followed by the 
threatened owners' lockout, and then the recent umpires' 
strike. Enough already. 

The situation has to improve. The game must be re
evaluated and steps need to be taken to bring it back to 
reality. Back to where the fans will re-accept the game 
and return to the stands. 

I can just see old Abner, his chin down, his misty 
eyes on the ground, aS he walks away, slowly shaking his 
head, wondering how his sport ever got itself into such an 
awful mess ... a mess we still call our national pastime. 

Part Ill in the May issue will explore possible remedies 
and suggestions to improve the overall baseball situa· 
lion. 

First COM float in TC parade 
College of the Mainland is participating in the Texas 

City Rebirth Celebration parade April 18 at S p.m. The 
theme for CO M's first-ever float is movies and storybook 
characters. Children from the Child Development Lab will 
ride on the float. Their parents and teachers will accom
pany them. 

The float was a collabortive effort of the COM The
ater, Welding and Futures teams (Child Development Lab). 
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Runners of all ages brave the damp weather at the 16th annual Run/Walk For Your Heart at COM oo March 1. 
The 136 nmnen raised funds for the American Heart. Association. (Photo courtesy of Jim Cox) 

COM run/walk benefits heart association 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Photography Editor 

Early on the breezy morning of Saturday, March 1, 
crowds of runners gathered at College of the Mainland 
for the 16th annual Run/Walk FOr Your Heart. 

A total of 136 people turned out for the four different 
events: a 1/4-mile run/walk for children 9 years and 
younger, 1- and 3-mil~ run/walks and a 6-mile run. 

The eve1_1t, sponsored by the Columbia Mainland 
Medical Center, COM and Amoco Petroleum Products, 
raised funds for the American Heart Association. Optional 
pledges secured by the runn~rs raised $1,608 for the as
sociation. 

· "This year the American Heart Association is fund
ing nearly $600,000 worth of research at UTMB in 
Galveston," said Maryann Urick, COM coordinator of 
Recreational Programs. 

"In Galveston County 816 people died from heart 
disease and strokes in 1994." She added, "We enjoyed 
working with Columbia Mainland Medical Center and 
Amoco Petroleum Products for such a good cause." 

Door prizes were a weekend hotel accommodation; 
gift certificates; dinners for two at local restaurants; COM · 

theater tickets; and movie passes. 
AJI participants received an American Heart Asso

ciation T-shirt, and additional prizes of koozies, baseball 
caps and special American Heart Association T-shirts were 
given out to runners who obtained pledges. 

Neil Hoover. of Galveston and Lindy ,Ross of 
Dickinson were the overall winners in the children's 1/4-
mile race, with finishing times of 1:32 and 1:22, respec
tively. 

Scott Boyd of Dickinson and Alicia Hartley of Spring 
were the overall first place male and female winners of 
the I-mile race, with finishing times of 5:05 and 7:04. In 
second plac~ were Leno Rios, 5:14; and Alexandria 
Hartley, 7:32, both of Galveston. 

Lonnie Salter and Soo Cho, both of Galveston, were 
the overall first place male and female winners of the 3-
mile race, with finishing times of 16:58 and 22:53. In sec
ond place were Savas Saragoza of Texas City, 21:54; and 
Nickie Pope of Pasadena, 25:15. 

Randy Weber and Jerry Chandler, both of Houston, 
tied for first place male winner of .the 6.miJe race, with a 
finishing time of 39:16. Nancy Thonen of Clear Lake was 
the first place female winner with a ti111e of 41:26. Sec
ond place female was Laura Thorson of Clear Lake, 46:36. 

Rape Aggression Defense classes at COM Ride service offered 
By JULIAN RIANO 
Staff Report.er 

By LORIELLE BIACKWELL 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland Police Officers Arbry 
Clifton and Vernette Jones are planning a rape defense 
class sometime before the end of the spring semester. 

Rape Aggression Defense teaches women how to 
protect themselves against attackers and how to pre
vent sexual assaults. Officers Clifton and Jones are the 
only police officers in Galveston County certified to 
teach RAD, making COM the only institution other 
than Rice University, Houston, to offer the RAD pro
gram in Galveston and Harris counties. 

RAD builds women's confidence and makes them 
say "I will survive," said Officer Jones. "This class 
teaches women to fight back." 

The instituting of the RAD classes had been de
layed at COM because the <rertified equipment had not 
yet arrived. The equipment, which is now on campus, 
is necessary for the hands-on training in the course. 
COM Police Officers Jeanette Slaughter and Robyn 
Hensley have taken the RAD course and plan to train 

in July to become certified RAD instructors.After they 
are trained, RAD classes at COM will be taught by a 
male/female team. 

Officer Slaughte_r, who has taken several seH-dc
fense courses, said the RAD course was the best of all 
because RAD uses the actual simulation of an attack. 

"Most women are surprised and afraid to hit," Of~ 
fleer Slaughter said. "RAD isn't guaranteed to stop an 
attack, but it is a tool to help you defend yourself." 

RAD is more effective than some self-defense 
classes, which may have the techniques demonstrated 
by the instructor, but does not involve individual prac
tice, Officer Slaughter explained. In other courses stu
dents '?"'atch the instructors demonstrate an attack; 
whereas, in the RAD course students actually experi
ence going through an attack with the instructor. 

The class is offered to women only. RAD teaches 
hand control, striking, kicks and techniques to use 
against multiple attackers. The only expense for the 
dais is a handbook, estimated to cost $15. 

For more information about RAD call ( 409) 938-
1211 or (281) 280-3991', Ext. 403. 

• 

• 

I 

Are transportation troubles bringing you down? Are 
you constantly bumming rides from friends and relatives? 
Help is just a phone call away. 

Connect Transportation is the Gulf Coast Center 's 
public transportation program serving Galveston and 
Brazoria counties. 

"It is open to anyone for an'y trip purpose, with some 
routes leaving as early as 6:30 in the morning," said Con
nect Director Paulette Shelton. Rides stop at 5 p.m. 

Conned Transportation offers curb-to-curb service 
and can also accommodate the disabled with wheelchair 
lifts and racks. The company is equipped with a digital 
display system to make appointments over the phone with 
hearing impaired people. 

Appointments must be made 24 hours in advance. 
Connect can be reached at (409) 945-0820 or (800) 266-
2320. Monday through Friday from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. The 
trip is $1 per person, each way. 

"We encourage (College of the Mainland) students 
to ride with us," Shelton said. "It's very affordable and 
we'll work with your schedule to get you to your classes 
on time." 
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Geology Club adviser, Dave Hans'mire (far left), 
stands in the COM Ubrary by a display case of 
rocks and minerals assembled by dub members. 
With Hansmire are club officers (from left) Gay 
Burket4 club assistant; Margo Burns, publica
tion specialist; Christa Hudgins, treasurer; and 
Charles Leslie, preoident. 

(Photo by Patricia Hill) 

Geology Club sponsors 
trip to Lake Whitney 
ByMARCEDOO 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland Geology Club will 
travel to Lake Whitney State Park in Whitney, 30 
miles nonh of Waco, for a three-day camping trip 
starting Friday.April 11. A chartered bus and a COM 
vehicle will take the participants to the campsite. 

The club is not just for people interested in 
rocks, but also for those interested in "getting to 
know our enviroment through looking at the past," 
said Margo Burns, the club's publication specialist. 

Charles Leslie, Geology Club president, said, 
''I am extremely pleased with the club." He added 
that the club "promotes a better understanding of 
the physical sciences." 

One goal of the trip, Leslie said is "to share in 
the camaraderie that exposure in the outdoors and 
working toward a common goal" can bring. Leslie 
said another goal is to "instill and improve upon 
the leadership skills of the officers and members." 

The club has rented 10 shelters; however, those 
who choose to may camp Outside. AS of March 18, 
49 people had signed up to go. 

Once in a Lifetime opens April 10 
Hollywood in 1927, when the movies began talking, 

is the setting of Kaufman and Hart's hit play Once in a 
Lifetime. This delightful clas.siC: hits the boards at the Col
lege oflhe Mainland Arena Theatre April to-May 4. 

In presenting this comic masterpiece, filled with sat
ire and plot twists, COM Assistant Director Mark A. 
Adams directs his cast of 29 Thespians in th'e Arena 
Theatre's fifth production of its 25th Anniversary season. 

Lifetime presents an inside view of the hilarious 
hijinks you get when you mix Kaufman and Hart's writ
ing w.it:b the zany antics of their show biz characters. 

All of this sends out strong "don't mi~ it" signals. 
For dates, times and ticket information call (409) 938-
1211 or (281) 280-3991, Ext. 345 

Baseball too costly for families today 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Reporter 

Editor S Note: This is the second part of a three-part 
series on baseball. The first part appeared in the 
February issue of lnterCOM and dealt with the author S 
view of the glory days of baseball in the Houston area in 
tM 1940s. 

Part II-Baseball: As it is now 
Old Abner Doubleday, often credited as the inventor 

of modern-day baseball, would be spinning in his grave 
if he could view his game as it is today. 

On an obscure field in New Jersey back in 1876, two 
teams got together for what might have been the first pro
fessional game played. From this beginning, baseball has 
deteriorated from the sport I viewed in the 1940s as a fun, 
enjoyable outing at the old Buff Stadium in Houston, to 
the paradoxical operation it has become nowadays. 

I seriously question what Abner would think of the 
state of the game in which the players go out on strike 
and cause the cancellation of the World Series. Then, if 
that weren't bad enough, he would really have to grit his 

teeth if he were to hear about major league teams up and 
leaving the cities they played for, totally disregarding the 
loyal fans who called them their "home team." 

I can just see the old fellow shaking his head in dis
belief were he to get wind of the financial situation that 
baseball has gotten itself into. 

In Abner's day a player was thrilled to death just to 
get the opportunity to sign on to one of the big league 
teams. Now, a youngster just out of high school runs to 
his agent and then sits back, while his representative shops 
around for a team that will pay his youthful client that 
million bucks just for signing, even before the rookie sets 
foot in the dugout. 

Let's talk about another side of the financial picture. 
Take a family consisting of a father, a mother an~ 

three youngsters who want to catch a game at the Dome. 
In the old days at Buff Stadium, you could park your car 
for free, pay three bucks for a box seat, buy a hot dog and 
a drink for less than a dollar, and sit back and enjoy the 
game. 

Nowadays that same family has to hock the family 
jewels if they want to see a bunch of local ballplayers go 
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COM fares well in Sports Day competition 
By MARCUS WHARTON 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland came home a Sports Day 
champion. The women's basketball team won first place 
and the softball team took second place. 

The Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day 
was hosted by Houston Community College March 6 at 
the college's Westchc!ster campus: 

"COM did an excellent job," said Maryann Urick, 
~ coordinator of COM Recreational Programs. Urick coor

dinated the COM teams that participated in the event. 
Members of the women's basketball team, Yolanda 

Raymond, Yolanda Bellard and Katt Houston, won over 
North Harris County in the championship game. Four 
teams participated in the tournament. The other college 
teams were San Jacinto and Brazosport. 

COM's softball team took second place against San 
Jacinto South with a score of 3-1. The softball tourna
ment was single elimi.nation: one loss and the ~team was 
out. COM's softball team consisted ofTrini Castro, Jason 
Lewis, Christina McClehoun. Dave Smith, Joe Collins, 

Matt Albright, Chris Boug, Lisa Allen and Robert Castro. 
COM's volleyball team came .in second in the tour

nament pool, but because of HCC's scheduling problems, 
the gym was not available to finish the tournament, thereby 
denying COM's volleyball team an opportunity to come 
home a winner. 

Volleyball team members, Brian AJexander, Anton 
Mitchell, Michael Devall, Jorge Careaga, Sessalie Premo, 
Heather Pena and Modica Bemadich won their first game, 
lost the .next three, won tlfe next three and lost the last 
one. They ended the day with a .500 record, 4-4. Since 
the team finished second in the pool, they would have 
continued on to the final rounds had the gym been avail-
able.. -

Other COM teams participating in Sports Day were 
the men's basketball team: Larry McCorkle, Dominique 
Green, Antonio Malone and Adrian Murray, and in the 
billiards tournament, Richard Copeland and Sarah Sowell. 

In addition to .COM, colleges competing in Sports 
Day were Alvin, Lee, Houston Communtiy, North Har
ris, San Jacinto North, San Jacinto South, San Jacinto Cen
tral, Tomball, Kingwood and Brazosport. 

The COM GClC Sports Day women's basketball team (from left) Katt Houston, Yolanda Bellard and Yolanda 
Raymond pause after their first place win owr North Harris-County College in their championship game March 6. 
Houston Community College hosted the Sports Day at the Westchester campus. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 
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Faithful fans cry foul; 
baseball strikes out 
Continued from Page 6----------

out and try to avoid their traditional September slump. 
First there is a $4 charge to park the car, the seats 

will run upward of $15 each and then if hunger sets in, 
they better talk to their loan officer at the bank. Yes, a 
family outing at our Astrodome could easily cost that fam
ily more than $150 just to see one major league game. 

Now, if they opt to blow that much money, they could 
very well be treated to the unappetizing spectacle of a 
player spitting in an umpire's face because he objects to a 
call. The family could also witness a player's bat break
ing as he hits the ball. Thit occurring because the batter 

,had illegally inserted cork into his bat in hopes of getting 
more distance on his hits. The family might also catch a 
glimpse of a genuine candidpte forthe Hall of Fame who 
got himself barred from the sport because he had been 
betting on games. Just read the sports section of your news
papers because every day it seems something happens to 
drop the game a little deeper in doo doo. 

And the beat goes on .... 
Baseball now is sick. And it's going to take a lot to 

woo the fans-back into the stands. Attendance has dropped 
dramatically since the players' strike, followed by the 
threatened owners' lockout, and then the recent umpires' 
strike. Enough already. 

The situation has to improve. The game must be re
evaluated and steps need to be taken to bring it back to 
reality. Back to where the fans will re-accept the game 
and return to the stands. 

I can just see old Abner, his chin down, his misty 
eyes on the ground, aS he walks away, slowly shaking his 
head, wondering how his sport ever got itself into such an 
awful mess ... a mess we still call our national pastime. 

Part Ill in the May issue will explore possible remedies 
and suggestions to improve the overall baseball situa· 
lion. 

First COM float in TC parade 
College of the Mainland is participating in the Texas 

City Rebirth Celebration parade April 18 at S p.m. The 
theme for CO M's first-ever float is movies and storybook 
characters. Children from the Child Development Lab will 
ride on the float. Their parents and teachers will accom
pany them. 

The float was a collabortive effort of the COM The
ater, Welding and Futures teams (Child Development Lab). 
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Runners of all ages brave the damp weather at the 16th annual Run/Walk For Your Heart at COM oo March 1. 
The 136 nmnen raised funds for the American Heart. Association. (Photo courtesy of Jim Cox) 

COM run/walk benefits heart association 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Photography Editor 

Early on the breezy morning of Saturday, March 1, 
crowds of runners gathered at College of the Mainland 
for the 16th annual Run/Walk FOr Your Heart. 

A total of 136 people turned out for the four different 
events: a 1/4-mile run/walk for children 9 years and 
younger, 1- and 3-mil~ run/walks and a 6-mile run. 

The eve1_1t, sponsored by the Columbia Mainland 
Medical Center, COM and Amoco Petroleum Products, 
raised funds for the American Heart Association. Optional 
pledges secured by the runn~rs raised $1,608 for the as
sociation. 

· "This year the American Heart Association is fund
ing nearly $600,000 worth of research at UTMB in 
Galveston," said Maryann Urick, COM coordinator of 
Recreational Programs. 

"In Galveston County 816 people died from heart 
disease and strokes in 1994." She added, "We enjoyed 
working with Columbia Mainland Medical Center and 
Amoco Petroleum Products for such a good cause." 

Door prizes were a weekend hotel accommodation; 
gift certificates; dinners for two at local restaurants; COM · 

theater tickets; and movie passes. 
AJI participants received an American Heart Asso

ciation T-shirt, and additional prizes of koozies, baseball 
caps and special American Heart Association T-shirts were 
given out to runners who obtained pledges. 

Neil Hoover. of Galveston and Lindy ,Ross of 
Dickinson were the overall winners in the children's 1/4-
mile race, with finishing times of 1:32 and 1:22, respec
tively. 

Scott Boyd of Dickinson and Alicia Hartley of Spring 
were the overall first place male and female winners of 
the I-mile race, with finishing times of 5:05 and 7:04. In 
second plac~ were Leno Rios, 5:14; and Alexandria 
Hartley, 7:32, both of Galveston. 

Lonnie Salter and Soo Cho, both of Galveston, were 
the overall first place male and female winners of the 3-
mile race, with finishing times of 16:58 and 22:53. In sec
ond place were Savas Saragoza of Texas City, 21:54; and 
Nickie Pope of Pasadena, 25:15. 

Randy Weber and Jerry Chandler, both of Houston, 
tied for first place male winner of .the 6.miJe race, with a 
finishing time of 39:16. Nancy Thonen of Clear Lake was 
the first place female winner with a ti111e of 41:26. Sec
ond place female was Laura Thorson of Clear Lake, 46:36. 

Rape Aggression Defense classes at COM Ride service offered 
By JULIAN RIANO 
Staff Report.er 

By LORIELLE BIACKWELL 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland Police Officers Arbry 
Clifton and Vernette Jones are planning a rape defense 
class sometime before the end of the spring semester. 

Rape Aggression Defense teaches women how to 
protect themselves against attackers and how to pre
vent sexual assaults. Officers Clifton and Jones are the 
only police officers in Galveston County certified to 
teach RAD, making COM the only institution other 
than Rice University, Houston, to offer the RAD pro
gram in Galveston and Harris counties. 

RAD builds women's confidence and makes them 
say "I will survive," said Officer Jones. "This class 
teaches women to fight back." 

The instituting of the RAD classes had been de
layed at COM because the <rertified equipment had not 
yet arrived. The equipment, which is now on campus, 
is necessary for the hands-on training in the course. 
COM Police Officers Jeanette Slaughter and Robyn 
Hensley have taken the RAD course and plan to train 

in July to become certified RAD instructors.After they 
are trained, RAD classes at COM will be taught by a 
male/female team. 

Officer Slaughte_r, who has taken several seH-dc
fense courses, said the RAD course was the best of all 
because RAD uses the actual simulation of an attack. 

"Most women are surprised and afraid to hit," Of~ 
fleer Slaughter said. "RAD isn't guaranteed to stop an 
attack, but it is a tool to help you defend yourself." 

RAD is more effective than some self-defense 
classes, which may have the techniques demonstrated 
by the instructor, but does not involve individual prac
tice, Officer Slaughter explained. In other courses stu
dents '?"'atch the instructors demonstrate an attack; 
whereas, in the RAD course students actually experi
ence going through an attack with the instructor. 

The class is offered to women only. RAD teaches 
hand control, striking, kicks and techniques to use 
against multiple attackers. The only expense for the 
dais is a handbook, estimated to cost $15. 

For more information about RAD call ( 409) 938-
1211 or (281) 280-3991', Ext. 403. 
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Are transportation troubles bringing you down? Are 
you constantly bumming rides from friends and relatives? 
Help is just a phone call away. 

Connect Transportation is the Gulf Coast Center 's 
public transportation program serving Galveston and 
Brazoria counties. 

"It is open to anyone for an'y trip purpose, with some 
routes leaving as early as 6:30 in the morning," said Con
nect Director Paulette Shelton. Rides stop at 5 p.m. 

Conned Transportation offers curb-to-curb service 
and can also accommodate the disabled with wheelchair 
lifts and racks. The company is equipped with a digital 
display system to make appointments over the phone with 
hearing impaired people. 

Appointments must be made 24 hours in advance. 
Connect can be reached at (409) 945-0820 or (800) 266-
2320. Monday through Friday from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. The 
trip is $1 per person, each way. 

"We encourage (College of the Mainland) students 
to ride with us," Shelton said. "It's very affordable and 
we'll work with your schedule to get you to your classes 
on time." 
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Campus Life 

Standing in the COM SAB Multicultural Lunch Fest serving line March l5 are (l'rom lei!) Jorge Careaga, student; 
James Shippy, director of Student Services; Vanessa EmmiUe, SAB; Mike F. Kelly, student; Evalisa Whistler, 
_student; and Gizelle Hargraves, SAB. (Photo by Rosalind Marsb,11) 

SAB dishes out Multicultural Lunch 
By MICHELLE HILL and JULIAN RIANO 
Staff Reporters 

Where could an Irish Mexican sit down to lunch with 
a British Gennan? At the Multicultural Lunch Fest hosted 
by the College of the Mainland Student Activities Board 
March 25 at 12:30p.m. in the Student Center Sun Room. 

The event was free to all students. faculty and staff 
but participants were asked to bring a covered dish repre
senting their heritage. The chainnan of the event was SAB 
member Keith Vyvial. 

Approximately 30 people representing 16 countries 
attended the event. Foods included cheese enchiladas from 
Mnico, shrimp and okra gumbo from Africa, asparagus 
from biblical times, apple-cheese strudel from Germany
Czecholslovakia, boudin balls from Louisiana (France) 
and sauerkraut with sausage from the Czech Republic. 

SAB Sponsor Maryann Urick invited all participants 
to stand and share their ethnic backgrounO. Foreign ex
change student Monica Bernadich from Spain and 
lnterCOM Photography Editor Rosalind Marshall from 
England were the only two non-American participants. 

"I'm really glad that some actual foreigners could 
come and talk about their cultures," Vyvial said 

James Shippey, director of Student Services, said of 
his heritage, "I'm an all-around Yankee Doodle, but mainly 
from Africa." He added that the Multicultural Lunch Fest 
is a good idea. "It's a good chance for folks to get to
gether and have fun; we break bread and relax. Eve~-

thing here was good." 
History Professor Manuel Urbina, originally from 

Mexico, shared an anecdote about the first English words 
he ever said when he was a boy: ''Not excused!" 

Students for Christ representative Beth Arney brought 
asparagus, which in.biblical times.grew wild in Israel and 
was a staple in the early Christians' diet. 

COM American history adjunct Deyossie Harris also 
spoke at the event .about the importance of the diversity 
in American society. Harris holds two master's degrees, 
one in multicultural studies, and has also been a great sup
porter of cultural events at COM, Urick said. 

Everyone at the luncheon received a booklet contain
ing infonnation about different cultures. It includes pic
tures of children wearing the native garb of 20 different 
countries. It also includes infonnation such as the custom 
of April Fools' Day which came to America via the En
glish settlers who played tricks on each other, and that the 
potato chip was invented in 1853 by American-Indian Chief 
George Crum. Vyvial compiled the booklet. 

A musical video by David Pomeranz, "It's in Every
one of Us," was played at the close of the luncheon. The 
video, loaned to Vyvial by COM sociology Professor Marty 
Caylor, was a phantasmagoria of images of children from 
different cultures. Although the'y probably didn't speak the 
same language, they shared a universal smile. 

SAB member Gizelle Hargraves said she was pleased 
with the turnout and the variety of foods. "As for the food, 
it was all delicious," she added. 

Annual Mexican study tours slated for May 31 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff' Reporter 

Bienvenidos a Mexico ... welcome to Mexico. The 
welcome sign is out for all who crave international ad
venture via the proposed College of the Mainland Mexico 
study tour planned for those interested in participating. 

Participants have comprised a wide variety of ages, 
occupations and interests. After a flight from Houston and 
a short bus ride to the 450-year-old village of San Miguel 
de Allende, group members will begin their adventure. 

The visitors will appreciate the allure of this city built 
on the side of a hill 6,400 feet above sea level, overlook
ing a chain of mountains in the distance. Poets and writ
ers for many years have found this beautiful city, with its 

' .. J ·.' • ' • • , 
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cobbled streets, heavy wooden doors, flower gardens and 
tranq\lil life conducive to study and creative thinking. 

It will be .in this gentle atmosphere that informal 
cl~s will be held at the Academia Hispano Americana, 
where the students will be given the opportunity to learn 
or improve and practice the Spanish language, as well ·as 
delve into the history and custom~ of the Mexican people. 

Tour participants have the opportunity to either stay 
with a host Mexican fami(y or at a nearby hotel. 

Two trips are planned, one will be a two-week trip 
from May 31-June 14, and 'the other will be a four-week 
stay from May 31-June 28. For further information on 
this opportunity to "Go Mexican," call Chuck 
Buddenhagen, priorto April I (409) 938-12) I, or (281) 
280-3991, Ext. 517. Adios. 

• 
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COM spring festival 
celebrates the Arts 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainlarid 's annual art festival and sale 
will be held April 24 from 10 a.m.-8 p.m. In conjunction 
with th~ festival, the COM Fine Arts Gallery will exhibit 
a collection of work by the art students April 2I-May 6. 

The festival and sale takes place in and around the 
Fine Arts Building. 

A number of events are planned for the festival. Be
ginning at 12:30 p.m., Theatrix, the student theater group, 
will present two 10-minute plays and poetry readings. 

The music department will offer a variety of enter
tainment, beginning al 1:30 p.m. with piano performances, 
followed at 2 by solo performances. The Jazz Combo will 
perform at 3. The COM Singers and the Studio Group 
will sing at 4:30 and 5 p.m., respectively. Guitar music 
will round out the day at 6:30. . 

A reception will be held in the g~llery from 6:30-
7:30. Scholarship awards will be presented by the art de
partment at 7 p.m. that evening. 

The Art Students Exhibition is made up entirely of 
work Submitted by students, currently enrolled in COM 
art classes or enrolled last fall. The pieces in the juried 
show will be selected by COM faculty members. 

Because of the limited space in the gallery · and the 
large number of art entered in the show, photography and 
drawing Professor Mona Marshall said:" A lot is rejected. 
The more interesting, adventurous work is selected." She 
added, "It's an honor to get in." 

Marshall also said, "It's exciting to see the high qual
ity of work in the art department here at COM." 

The COM Fine Arts Gallery hou.rsare.Monday-Thurs
day, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. It is also open one hour prior to the
ater performances and by request. For infonnation call 
(409) 938-1211 or (281) 280-3991, Ext. 354. 

From Mozart to modern 
COM choruses sing it all 
By MICHELLE HILL 
Staff' Reeorter 

You may have heard of the COM Singers or the Stu
dio Group and wondered just who they are. 

COM Singers and the Studiri Group are College of 
the Mainland 's two vocal ensembles. The ensembles are 
directed by James Heffel, associate professor and direc
tor of Vocal Music Activities. 

COM Singers is a large group who perform a stan
dard repertoire. The ensemble is made up of students of 
all ages, including non-credit st.udents. "No one is ever 
too old to enjoy music," Heffel said. "I'm delighted that a 
lot of the non-credit students can be with us." 

The majority of people invotved in the singing groups 
are music majors; however, some have backgrounds in 
music and are in the class only because they want to sing. 
COM Singers is a non-auditioned class, meaning that any-
one can sign up for it. . 

The Studio Group, a smaller ensemble, is a show 
chorus that sin.,gs pop- and jazz-style songs while they 
da.nce. The Studio Group includes mostly music majors. 
"The Studio Group is auditioned because they dance, and 
the movements are easier with a smaller group," Heffel 
explained. 

The Studio Group and the COM Singers both have 
one major performance on campus per semester. This 
semester's concert is sit for April 23 in the Fine Arts Re
cital Hall at 7:30 p.m. 

In addition to the on-campus performances, the COM 
Singers have one off-campus performance per semester, 
Hefrel said. The Studio Group often also entertains at com
munity events. 

• ·• · ···1. -· 
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Disaster remembered 
as TC looks to future 
Continued from Page 4----------

task of locating and freeing the severely injured and dead. 
The local Red Cross was up and running soon after 

the initial blast. Within 30 minutes of the explosion Red 
. Cross workers from Galveston were in Texas City. The 
Salvation Army was on site in 70 minutes. Within 90 min
utes the first relief aircraft arrived in the city. 

Doctors from throughout the area flooded into Texas 
City. The U.S. Anny set upa Mobile Army Surgical Hos
pital and field kitchens. Local plants supplied gas masks 
for rescue workers to use. Police from surrounding areas 
arrived to help the Army preserve order. Unsolicited 
money began flooding into the city from as far away as 
Australia and Japan. 

At 6 p.m., April 16, the Coast Guard reported that 
the High Flyer was on fire. By 7:30 p.m. the city was 
ordered to evacuate. Thousands fled. Rescue workers, 
however, continued locating and removing the dead and 
injured. Workers with acetylene cutting equiqment toiled 
to separate the High Flyer from the Wilson B. Keene. Four 
tugs attempted to disengage the ships. but they only suc
ceeded in moving the High Flyer about 50 feet. By 1 a.m. 
balls of fire were shooting from the High Flyer's hold 
and the tugs cast off their lines and moved away. 

The High Flyer was ripped apart by an explosion at 
1:10 a.m. April 17, followed seconds later by another ex
plosion. 

After flying over Texas City, Hal Boyle, an Associ
ated Press reporter, wrote: "In four years of war.coverage 
I have seen no concentrated devastation so utter except 
Nagasaki in Japan, victim of the second atom bomb." 

In the face of such death and devastation many towns 
would have folded, but not Texas City. Many of the local 
businesses rebuilt and only a few of the residents moved 
away. In fact, between 1940 and 1950 the city's popula
tion tripled and in 1960 the popdlation was twice what it 
had been in 1950. 

A Reader's Digest poll recently placed Texas City/ 
Galveston 21st in a list of the top 50 places in the United 
States to raise a family. 

To commemorate the 50th anniversary of the explo
sion and the progress the city has made since 1947, Texas 
City is hosting a Rebirth Celebration April 16-18. The 
theme is "Remember the Past and Celebrate the Future." 

Wednesday, April 16, will be devoted to "'Remem
berance and Reflection." Events planned for that day in
clude a memorial service at the Texas City High School 
fbotball Stadium at 9 a.m. and the unveiling of the new 
Phoenix Fountain at the Nessler Centel'. Survivors will 
retell their stories at "An Evening of Reflection and 
Rememberance," a multimedia presentation at 7 p.m. at 
the TCHS John C. Martin Auditorium. ' 

The second day of the celebration, Thursday, April 
17, is set aside for "Thanksgiving," and includes a wreath 
laying at 2:30 p.m. at the First Lady Pavilion on the Texas 
City Dike to honor the firefighters who lost their lives. A 
dinner will also be held at the Nessler Center at 6:30 p.m. 
to thank agencies and individuals who offered assistance 
to the city during the disaster. The guest speaker is Ron 
Stone, former Channel 2 anchor, host of The Eyes of Texas 
and author of a book on the disaster. 

The central theme for Friday, April 18 is .. Celebrat
ing the Future." A time capsule dedication will take place 
at Memorial Park at 3 p.m. At 5 p.m. a parade will run 
through the city followed by a "Rebirthday Party" at the 
Rotary Pavilion. 

For information about the parade and other events. 
call the Rebirth Infonnation Line at (409) 643-5878. 

College of the Mainland also is getting involved in 
the festivities. The COM Library in the Leaming Re
sources Center is displaying a traveling exhibit from the 
Moore Memorial Library in Texas City, "Texas City Re
membering Yesterday, Celebrating Today," tells the story 
of Texas City from the disaster to the present through pho
tographs and a brief history mounted on blue display 
boards. A schedule on the display lists activities com-
memorating the explosions and rebirth. -

• 
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Robert Mullen and friend, a macaw parrot from the Amazon Rain Forest, entertain COM environmental geology 
students Feb. 20, the night they discussed pros and cons of using wild animals in shows. Mullen visited the class 
taught by Chuck Buddenhagen, program director for Continuing Education and Community Se"ices. Mullen 
uses the macaw as well as other animals to teach elementary and middle school children about tbe rain forests and 
environmental problems. The day-long educational programs include a magic show. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

Daughter helps mom fight breast cancer 

Maree 
Doo 

Cancer, or "The big C," as John Wayne called it 
until it took his life, is a malignant growth of new cells 
that can, if unchecked, spread throughout the body. It is 
a DNA abnonnality that causes the cells to reproduce 
themselves at a rapid rate and sometimes these cells 
become abnormal. 

Breast cancer is expected to cause at least 44,300 
deaths in women this year, according to the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. 

When I first found out my mom had breast cancer l 
cried. • · 

I was at school and had called her at work. She was 
very upset and crying. She took a deep breath and told 
me that the needle biopsy performed five days earlier 
had come back positive. After the initial shock, we 
proceeded to find out all we could about breast cancer. 
Wt! had an enormous amount of information to digest. 

The next day we went to see the breast surgeon. At 
his office we learned the specifics about the type of 
cancer she had and the options open to her for treatment. 
My mom had intraductal carcinoma, meaning the cancer 
cells had broken through the milk ducts into the outer 
tissues of her breast. This is a more serious cancer than 
introductal carcinoma or in situ cancer, in which the 
cancer cells are still within the milk ducts. 

Because of the severity of the cancer, her doctor 
wanted to do a modified radical mastectomy as opposed 
to a lumpectomy. In the modified radical mastectomy 
the cancerous breast and the lymph nodes underneath 
the armpit are removed. In a lumpectomy only the 
cancerous tumor is re~oved, not the breast. 

The next day we met with \he reconstructive · 
surgeon. My mom ,had two reconstructive surgery 
options open to her. She could get a saline implant or 
have reconstructive surgery. She chose the latter because 
she did not feel a saline implant was an option due to the 
dangers involved, such as the implant bursting and 
causing other health problems. For this reason I did not 
want her to have the saline implant, but after meeting 
with tht surgeon, I was not sure that I wanted her to 
have the reconstructive surgery either. 

• 

This surgery involves taking a portion of stomach 
fat and moving it to the breijSt area. Because it is major 
surgery, this procedure scared me as mu~h as a saline 
implant. My mom, pleased by the possibility of having 
her uncomfortably large breasts reduced in size, decided 
to proceed with reconsructi~n saying, "I'm getting a 
tummy tuck and a breast reduction all at once." 

The doctors and nurses were helpful and under
standing. There was a lot of information to remember 
and they helped us keep everything straight. 

The date for my mother 's surgery was set two short 
weeks after this intitial consultation. 

The day of the surgery both my brother and I took 
off work and made the hospital our temporary home. 
The rest of my n,iother 's entourage, my dad and two of 
her friends, stayed with us the rest of the day. 

My brother cried and would not leave the dootway 
of the surgery ward after seeing my mother wheeled 
through the doors. I remained calm and did not let 
myself cry. We waited for eight hours. We had been told 
it would take five. Finally, the reconstructive surgeon 
came out to say everything had gone well; however, we 
had to wait another hour until our mother came out of 
recovery before we could see her. 

We all proceeded to her room to wait anxiously 
until they wheeled her back in. 

Then it was my job to call all the relatives and tell 
them everything was OK. 

My mom stayed in the hospital for five days. She 
was sore and uncomfortable with not being able to do 
everything by and for herself. She took a three'-month 
leave of absence from work to recover. 

When my mom went for her first follow-up visit, 
her surgeon told her the lymph nodes, which had been 
removed along with her breast, were not cancerous and 
that the cancer had not spread to the rest of her body. 

On April 8 my mom is going back on the surgical 
table to have the rest of the reconstructive surgery done. 
She is looking forward to the surgery because not only 
will she be put back to nonnal, but she will end up with 
smaller, more comfortable breasts. 

Unfortunately it sometimes takes a life-threatening 
illness for us to realize just how important our parents 
are to us and to find out who our true friends are. 
Sometimes parents are easily forgotten and taken for 
granted by their children. They seem to be remembered 
only when the children need or want something. We 
need to go home and hug our parents because in an 
instant they can be taken away. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

.• 

.• 

.• 

·' 

.• 

.• 

• 

.• 

• .. •.. 

I 



' 

Pap 4, Mardi/April 1997, late.COM 

News/Features 

Meri shown at risk 
for breast cancer 
By JULIAN RIANO 
Staff Reporter 

Hear the words "breast cancer" and piople immedi
ately think of women, but believe it or not, men too can 
develop the disease. 

Male breast cancer is rare, making up less than 1 per
cent of all carcinomas. Although men of all ages are can
didates, the average age of diagnosis is from 60-70 years, 
according to the website of the Imperial Cancer Research 
Fund, a registered United Kingdom charity dedicated to 
saving lives through cancer research. 

Because of its rarity, male breast cancer is more dif
ficult to diagnose. Also the disease is hard to study be
cause only 1,000 men per year nationally may be diag
nosed as compared to the tens of thousands of women in 
the United States who are diagnosed annually. From a 
scientific perspective 1,000 cases is not a large enough 
number to get conclusive findings, according lo lhe 
website of Y-Me National Breast Cancer Organization, 
an organization formed in 1978 by two (female) breast 
cancer patients who fell that their need for information 
and support could only come from others who share their 
experience. 

Male breast cancer is similar to the female disease, 
including the stages in which irreversible genetic changes 
occur, treatment and survival rate (approximately 60 per
cent survive for five years or more), according to the Im
perial Cancer Research Fund. 

The impression that the male form of the disease is 
worse is usually due to late diagnosis, which in males 
may come at the last stages, according to the website of 
the National Cane.er Institute, a component of tbe National 
Institute of Health. The institute is one of eight agencies 
composing the Public Health Service in the Department 
of Health and Human Services of the U.S. government. 

According to the Imperial Cancer Research Fund, 
symptoms of male breast cancer are a painless lump, 
nipple indrawing, ulceration, discharge ranging from yel
low to brownish (occasionally bloody) and enlarged lymph 
glands under the arms. 

Certain risk factors predispose a man to breast can
cer. These include: occupational radiation or electromag
netic field exposure ( especially workers at electric or 
nuclear power plants); estrogen ingestion (used for gen
der reassignment therapy; also being studied for its ef
fects during the first stages of Alzheimer's disease). 

Other risks include: diseases associated with 
hyperestrogenism (condition of having too much estro
gen), such as Klinefelters syndrome (congenital disorder 
caused by an extra X-chromosome characterized by small 
testicles and sterility), gynecomastia (excessive develop
ment of breast in males) and scistosomiasis (infestation 
of scistOSome parasites common in much of Asia, Africa 
and South America). 

Many men who develop breast cancer also have a 
history of testicular infection, testicular injury or unde
scended testicles, according to the National Cancer Insti
tute. However, the medical community is divided as to 
the connection between the disease and_having an inher
ited predisposition. 

Some men may wait up to 18 months to seek treat
ment because of their ignorance of the possibility of de
veloping this fonn of cancer. Others prolong getting help 
due to the embarrassment of having "feminine problems," 
according to the Imperial Cane.er Research Fund. 

Men with breast cancer usually experience conflict
ing emotions, more so than with other cancers. First they 
discover that they have a life-threatening disease, and then 
they might feel they cannot openly discuss breast cancer, 
writes the Y-Me National Breast Cancer Organization. 

Whether you are male or female, if your life has been 
touched by breast cancer and you would like information 
or emotional support call the Y-Me Breast Cancer 24-hour 
Hotline, at (800) 221-2141 or for Spanish (800) 986-9505. 

• 

Aerial photography records a sa,ae of the Texas City Disaster looking much Uke the results of a World War II 
bombing raid. Dense smoke from multiple flres billows up from the Port of Texas City and surrounding refta.eries 
as a result of the lragk explooloas April 16-17, 1947- Murray Getz, aow an late.COM staff reporter, was a free
lance newspaper photographer at the time and took this photograph a few houn after the disaster on April 17, He 
had secured a ride in one of the ~e planes. (Photo by Murray Getz) 

Texas City site of deadly disaster April 1947 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

In April 19~7Texas City entered the record books as 
the site of the worst industrial disaster in the U.S., possi
bly in the world. Today, despite other major disasters in 
the last 50 years, Texas City continues to hold this record. 

On April 16 of that year the French ship SS 
Grarulcamp exploded at 9:12 a.m. Then at 1:10 in the 
early hours of April 17, the American ship SS High Flyer 
exploded. Each had been loaded with ammonium nitrate, 
the same fertilizer that was used April 19, 1995, to de
stroy the Muriah Federal Building in Oklahoma City. In 
the final tally of the Texas City disaster, 576 people were 
dead or missing and more than 4,000 people were injured. 
Property damage was in excess of $65 million. 

In her book Texas City Remembers, Elizabeth Lee 
Wheaton writes, ''Wednesday, April 1.6, 1947, dawned 
clear and cool at Texas City, Texas." Then the disaster 
unfolded as follows. 

When the whistle to commence work blew at 8 a.m., 
longshoremen prepared to load 700 tons of ammonium 
nitrate into the Grandcamp S cargo, which already in

. eluded 2,300 tons of the fertilizer. Also on board were 16 
cases of small arms ammunition; bales of sisal twine and 
cotton; and refrigeration, farm and oil well equipment. 

Shortly after the workers entered the No. 4 hold to 
begin loading 100-pound bags of fertilizer, a thin ribh9n 
of smoke was spotted. 

. To this day no one knows what caused the fire. One 
belief is that a crew member or dock worker carelessly 
tossed asidC a lighted match or cigarette while waiting in 
the hold for the fertilizer to come on board. Another theory 
is that the weight of the sacks of ammonium nitrate caused 
the compound to decompose and spontaneously co1Tlbust. 

Workers attempted to put out 1he fire with buckets of 

• 

• 

water. When that failed they called for a hoseline; how
ever, the ship's first mate forbade its use for fear the wa
ter would damage the cargo. They then replaced the hatch 
covers in an attempt to smother the fire. Whether the hatch 
covers were then removed, blown off or burned away is 
unclear, but smoke began pouri·ng out. 

At 8:33 a.m. on that fateful April 16 a fire alarm 
sounded and the Texas City Volunteer Fire Department 
promptly respondCd. Crowds of spectators gathered to 
watch the fire. 

By 9 a.m. the steel deck of the Grandcamp was so 
hot that water instantly vaporized. 

At 9:12 a.m., the Grande.amp exploded, followed im
mediately by another explosion. The entire Texas City 
Volunteer Fire Department, as well as many dockworkers, 
spectators and people from surrounding businesses and 
homes were killed as the entire area was bombarded with 
falling shrapnel.. • 

Fiery balls of twine rained ~II over the area setting 
fires, and a tidal wave more than 15 feet high, lifted a 
150-foot-long barge carrying hydrochloric acid from wa
ter and dropped it }50 feet inland. The wave also blan
keted the area with burning oil. Two airplanes flying over 
the site were blown from the air. 

Southwestern Sugar and Molasses Co. and Monsanto 
Chemical Co., as well as other port properties were de
stroyed or severely damaged. 

The SS High Flyer and the SS Wilson B. Keene, two 
ships owned by the Lykes Brothers Steamship Co. also 
were docked at the Port of Texas City. They were tom 
from their moorings and suffered extensive damage. The 
High Flyer, which also carried ammonium nitrate, was 
thrown against the Wilson B. Keene. 

Rescue efforts began immediately. Those individu
als in the area who were not seriously in_jured began the 

See Disaster Pap 5 
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Helpful, friendly staff 
at COM Bookstore 
By JIM PARK 
Staff Reporter 

Lois Slawson hBS worked for the College of the Main
land Bookstore 23 years. Sh_e is the team leader now, but 
on March 31 she will retire from COM. 

The college held a retirement pariy March 5 in honor 
of Slawson and other retirees: Dr. Roy Rhame of the Sci
ence Team; Lochie Fowler, Senior Adult Program; Alene 
Franklin, Health and Physical Education; Donna Hunter, 
Financial Services; and Ruby Stevens, Admissions. 

When Slawson talks it becomes evident that she has 
enjoyed the past 23 years. 

"The students are the most important part of the job," 
she said." We try to have the right number of books and 
merchandise on hand at the beginning of each semester. 
If wi; do this properly, education at COM can flow unin
terrupted. The bottom line: students first." 

Olga Smith, 20-year bookstore employee, said, "Be
cause of working here, I've kept on top of things. I'd like 
to give credit to the students and my fellow employees." 

Judy Hudson, who has been with the bookstore for 
five years, said of Slawson: "Lois is the best boss. She is 
not like a boss but a friend, a personal friend; she's confi
dential and understanding." Hudson added: "I just can't 
give you enough adjectives. I've w_orked with her for five 
years and we are going to miss her. This is the most pleas
ant office to work in on campus." 

The newest team member is Jackie Anders, who came 
to work at COM in the Admissions Office August 1994. 
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COM B,ookstore employees (from left) Olga Smith; Jackie Anders; Lois Slawson; Rosbawn Boone, student assistant; 
and Judy Hudson, take a moment out ortheir busy Khedules for a picture. Student assistant Curtis Jackson is not 
pictured. Slawson is retiring Man:h 31, after 23 years at the bookstore. (Photo by Mara, Doo) 

She transferred to the. bookstore at the first of this year. 
"I love working at the bookstore," she said. "It's a 

great place to work. We at the bookstore arc like family. 
We are definitely customer friendly and accessible." Of 
her new job she said, "The work load is greater but the 
job is more pleasant and more rewarding." 

The bookstore also employs two student assistants, 
Roshawn Boone and Curtis Jack.son. "Roshawn has been 

with us a year and is very knowledgeable about the book
store," Slawson said. "Curtis is new, he's a good worker 
and a great guy, too." Of Smith, Hudson and Anders, 
Slawson said that they "try to meet the students at the 
door and are the best staff on ~pus." 

During the busiest times in the bookstore, the begin
ning and the end o~-each semester, five part-time employ
ees come in to JJelp. 

UHCL to award 14 scholarships in essay contest 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Pbolography Editor 

Scholarships ranging from $250 to $1,000 are offered 
to the winners of an essay competition sponsored by Uni
versity of Houston-Clear Lake, according to a UHCL news 
release. 

Open io College of the Mainland students, the con
test is titled "Celebrating our Elders," and is to honor Af
rican-American or Hispanic elders who have influenced 
the people around them. By sharing their cultural experi
ences, the 14 winners can use their scholarships at any 

Houston-area community- coltege~Deadline for submis-
sion is April 30. . 

The contest is open to all students who currently at
tend a Houston-area community college, and senior high 
school students who plan.to attend community college. 

Essays should be two pages, typed and double-spaced. 
They can be in the fonn of a narrative or formal essay,Or 
poetry. Some background on the eider's life and his or 
her values should be included, and the impact of the eider's 
relationship with the writer is the criterion for judging, 
rather than writing style. 

This is the third annual essay contest sponsored by 

The folklore dance troupe, Folkolico Latino, dance the machete dance at_ COM Cinco de Mayo festival last y~r. 
Asimilar group will perform May 1 at COM'S 24th annual Cinco de Mayo Festival. The festival wlll be held in the 
Student Center from noon-1:30 p.m • 

• 

UHCL, and, according to Dr. Craig Oettinger;-the direc
tor and driving force behind the project, the number of 
entries doubled from the first year to the second. "I'd like 
to see it double again," he said. 

The winning essays will be preserited in exhibits at 
UHCL in the fall, and the university will be the perma
nent rcspository for these essays. 

"What is so powerful about this exhibit," said Dr. 
Oettinger in the news release, "is the extraordinary 
strength of these elders." 

For more information, contact Dr. Oettinger or Linda 
Bullock at (281) 283-3373. 

Cinco de Mayo Festival 
brings Mexico to COM 

Thursday, May 1, a Cinco de Mayo Festival will be 
held at College of the Mainland for the ?4th consecutive 
year. 

Festivities will be held in the Student Center from 
noon-1:30 p.m. Musical performances will consist of a 
mini-concert by the award-winning Mariachi band, Los 
Gallitos, performing traditional Mexican Mariachi music 
and a folklore dance troupe performing a "Mexican Hat 
Dance." The festival is free and open to all. 

"The historical significance of Cinco de Mayo," ac
cording to a press release from COM history Professor 
Manuel Urbina, "is that the battle of Cinco de Mayo com
memorates the victory of the Mexican forces, led by Gen
eral Ignacio Zaragoza (born in Goliad) over the French 
forces, led by General Lorencez, in Puebla on May 5, 
1862. Although the final victory of the Mexicans over the 
forces of Archduke Maximilian and Empress Carlota did 
not occur until 1867 under the leadership of President 
Benito Juarez, the initial Mexican victory on May 5, 1862, 
provided the Mexican forces with the inspiration to con
tinue fighting against foreign invaders. 

Today, the Cinco de Mayo Festival is a symbol of the 
celebration of the Mexican-American cultural heritage in 
our midst, as well as a celebration of the human spirit 
seeking to preserve its intrinsic freedom," Professor 
Urbina explained. 
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Music saved my life 
states COM adjunct 
By MICHEU.E IDU. 
Staff Reporter 

"I've always loved to sing," said Julia Kay, College 
of the Mainland vocal music adjunct. Kay, who was raised 
in Houston, said that though she has always loved to sing, 
it took her quite some time to "find" her voice. 

"As a child I loved to imitate other people's voices," 
said Kay, who could make her voice sound like anyone'~ 
she chose. "My favorites were "Julie Andrews and Donny 
Osmond." However, this talent became a hindrance later 
when she began to ·study music and \oice. Because she. 
was so fixed on other musicians' styles, she had no idea 
what her own style was, or how to find it. "It's hard to 
discover your style, to find your own voice and figure out 
what you sound like." 

Kay used music as a buoy to hold onto her sanity 
while in high school. Her parents were having ~arital 
troubles and the troubles affected her to the point that she 
really didn't care about anything such as school or life. 
"My parents' divorce really chanS:ed my life," Kay said, 
"I developed a darker side." 

Pedorming in musicals at her school, the High School 
for Pedonning and Vis\fal Ans, brought her out of the 
darkness and made her love life again. "I think music saved 
my life. In fact, sometimes I feel like if I hadn't had a 
voice, I would have gone beserk." 

After h'igh school Kay studied voice at the Manhat· 
tan School of Music in New York City, and at the Califor
nia Institute of Arts in Valencia, Calif., where she earned 
a bachelor of fine arts degree. After graduation Kay trav
eled around in the United States and did a few shows, 
such as singing with the New York Amato Opera Com· 
pany in The Magic Flute, Queen of the Night and Rigoletto. 
Despite that success, however, she considered herself a 
failure. 

"A voice teacher of mine once told me that if you 
haf,tn 't gotten a job by age 25 or at least 30, then you may 
as well give it (opera) up because you've failed," Kay 

COM vocal musk adj~oct instructor Julia Kay (left) demonstrates the propervoke projection technique to stu~ent 
Sharon Williams during Kay's class voice session in the Fine Arts Building. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

explained. This pronouncement brainwashed her for a 
while because she knew the shows and operas in which 
she had pedonned were not what her teacher would have 
considered a real job, or as being successful. 

"I believe turning 30 was the best thing that could 
have happened to me," she said ... I realized that there is 
no such thing as failing. There is simply yopr life's path 
and it takes many turns and side roads. 

"Don't let anyone or anything define you," Kay ad
vised ... Accept your journey and love your life regardless 
of any surprises." 

Kay now keeps busy with muSical pedormances in 
.church, singing at The Great Caruso (an opera-restaurant 
in Houston), freelance work, teaching voice privately and 

teaching a few COM classes. This is Kay's second se
mester here, teaching music appreciation, class voice and 
individual voice. 

Kay is considering a possible career in music therapy. 
"The more I live the more I tend to think I'll end up in 
music therapy where I can help others." The idea of do
ing music therapy came to Kay while doing massage 
therapy. Kay is not a massage therapist, however, she does 
occassionally do massages;and she really enjoys it. 

Kay is planning to get married this year. She met her 
fiance Mark in the musical Avenue X in which they per
formed together at the Theatre Lab in Houston last April. 
At the time of the musical Mark was not her boyfriend; 
however, he played her boyfriend in the show. 

COM music major selected for nationaljazz ensemble 

Rodney Englebosh 

By JIM PARK 
Staff Reporter 

"I love jazz; it's very 
technical, but then again it's 
very emotional," said 
Rodney Englebosh, a mu
sic major at College of the 
Mainland, where he has 
played piano with the Jazz 
Ensemble for three years. 

Englebosh traveled to 
Chicago in January to per
form with the International 

Association of Jazz Educators Community College All 
Star Jazz Ensemble. 

Englebosh, the only COM student selected for this 
honor, was one of 20 students from nine community col· 
leges, nationwide. Englebosh, who said "jazz allows me 
to express myself as a musician," was selected through a 
taped audition process that started last September. 

Music selections for the audition included an up
tempo swing etude, a ballad and a Latin-style etude. Also 
included was the Cole Porter SQng, "Love for Sale," in 
which he had to demonstrate his improvisational skills. 

"There might be one day I'm playing a song," 
Englebosh explained, "I might play the same song differ
ently the next day. It depends on the mood, how I feel, 
who I'm playing with. That's what I love about jazz, it's 
always new; it challenges me." 
. . Englebosh, who lo"es.jazz becauseDfjts_exprcssion 
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and spontaneity, plays part time in COM Professor Sparky 
Koemer's band, Sparky's Jazz Express. 

Englebosh also plays with another jazz band, Stolen 
Moments, in Clear Lake, where he fills in for a pianist in 
a piano trio at Perry's StC:8,k and Grill House. He also has 
a trio of his own: bass, drums, and his piano. The trio 
plays at weddings. His trio also plays gigs at local lounges. 
Recently, he also joined an R&B (rhythm and blues)band. 

Englebosh, who is 22 years old, has been playing the 
piano for 4 1/2 years. He grew up in a "house full (!f mu
sic," but didn't take up the _piano until he was about 17. 

Next fall he plans to go to the University of North 
Texas in Denton to earn his bachelor's degree in music, 

with an emphasis on arr_angement and composition. "I'm 
going to the University of North Texas," Englebosh said, 
"because jazz is very predominant up there." Whether_ or 
not he will pursue a master's degree at UNT or Berk.lee 
College of Music in Boston, depends on funds. 

"Jazz keeps you on edge. You've got to be listening 
to what the other guys are doing," the musician said 

"They have to be listening to what you're doing," 
Englebosh said. "It's kind of a lovemaking thing; it's beau· 
tiful man. It's awesome, c:specially if you're playing with 
some cats who dig the music. 

"I. feel that I can express myself best with music. It 
just does something to me." 

Lambert nominated Texas City Citizen of Year 
By ROSALIND MARSHAU. 
Photography Editor 

College of the Mainland has its very own Unsung 
Hero: veteran employee and teacher Billie Lambert. 

Co-workers and friends nominated Lambert for the 
1996 Mainland Citizen of the Year award, sponsored by 
the Texas City s·un. Lambert was selected as one of 10 
Umung Heroes by the Sun's Reader Advisory Board. 

Lambert has been teaching yoga classes at COM for 
27 years and also has worked as a COM librarian. She 
has both a business and a computer science degree, and 
also is a certified hand and foot therapist. She holds work
shops on stress reduction, massage and nutrition, but it is 
her "good.Samaritan" work outside of school for which 

her friends nominated her. 
Known for offering practical help, such as food or 

clOthing t~ people in times of hardship, Lambert also of
fers encouragemCnt, support aitd spiritual strength to those 
in need. Her friends call her an inspiration, an example of 
how to"share whatever is available with those less fortu
nate, and "a shining beacon" in forgiveness and caring 
toward others. 

"I feel we should all be doing something to help each 
other," Lambert said. "It doesn't matter what it is. If there's 
a need, that's what we should all be doing." 

In a special section of the Feb. 27 Texas City Sun, 
Lambert wa:; featured along with the nominees, the other 
Unsung Heroes and Meriworth Mabry, who was selected 
as Citizen of the:Ycar. 
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TASP info available 
in counseling center 
By PATRICIA HILL, Assistant Editor 
and LETICIA MONDRAGON, Staff Reporter 

The deadline to take the Texas Academic Skills Pro
gram test is quickly approaching for those students who 
wish to attend College of the Mainland this fall. 

The deadline to apply for the April 19 TASP test has 
passed, but students who need the test to attend summer 
school may late register through April 9 or emergency 
register April 10-16. However, the prices are $49 and $59 
respectively, as opposed to $29 regular registration fee. 

COM is one of the sites for all regularly scheduled 
TASP tests, but emergency TASP tests are given only at 
six sites in Texas. These vary test to test. 

The TASP test is required of all entering college fresh· 
men or students who have completed nine hours of col
lege transfer credit. 

The deadline to register for the June 21 test is May 
23. Another test is set for July 19; -that registration dead
line is June 20. State law requires the TASP test of all 
part- or full-time students who have not earned at least 
three transfer credit hours prior to fa11 1989. For other 
exemptions see the TASP Test Registration Bulletin. 

The bulletin is available in the COM Counseling and 
Appraisal Center located on the second floor of the Stu
dent Center. A registration form is included in the bulle· 
tin along with the address to which the fee and registra· 
tion fonn need to be sent. 

Late or emergency registration is available on a space
available basis. These deadlines are in the bulletin. 

Students who do not register by the registration dead
line may register by phone only, by calling (512) 927-
5398 between 8 a.m. and 7 p.m. Monday-Friday, exclud
ing holidays. Once registered, a verification number is 
given to the student, which allows admittance to the test
ing site. Students, however, still must complete a regis
tration form to be mailed with the payment. 

The Computer·Administered TASP Test is offered on 
an emergency basis for $85. Registration for this test is 
by J)hone only on a first-come, first-served basis. To reg· 
istercall (512) 927·5100 between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Mon
day-Friday. 

The TASP test consists of three sections: reading, 
mathematics and writing. 

Students whose sCores indicate the need for 
remediation must enroll in remedial classes for at least 
one indicated area until all sections of the test are passed. 

According to the COM catalog, TASP is a state·man· 
dated program to ensure that students enrolled in all Texas 
public colleges and universities possess the academic skills 
necessary to pedorm effective college courses. 
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No way to get late-night local prescriptions 

l found out the bard way that if you need-.a 
prescription filled after 10 p.m. in Texas City, 
Galveston and the surrounding areas, you are just out 
of luck. 

The other night my wife called her physician 
about a medical complaint which the doctor was able 
to diagnose over the phone. The' suggested relief was 
a prescription to be filled and taken immediately to 
for-stall further complicatiens. 

Since it was after 10, our drugstore was closed, 
and I found out, after many phone calls; that all the 
other area drugstores and pharmacies also were 
closed. 

I even called UTMB and the hospital in TeXas 
City,_ but was told the only way I could get the 
medicine was to come to the emergency room for 

examination, treatment and, if needed, a prescription. 
This was an expensive, time consuming and needless 
option. 
! After more phone calls I found that the 

Walgreens on El Camino Real in Clear Lake had a 
24-hour prescription service and that my wife's 
doctor could call in the information. At 11 that night 
we made the 5()..mile round trip for the medicine that 
would put my wife back on the road to recovery. 

What bothers me is that in the entire area sur
rounding Texas City, there is no late-night way to get a 
prescription filled. 

Therefore, I strongly urge that the area drug
stores have a rotating schedule for one of their stores 
to be on call. Maybe the hospitals could work out a 
plan to make call-in drug filling available to doctors, 
with some sort of authorizing feature to protect the 
hospitals from bogus calls. 

A solution to this serious problem needs to be 
implemented now. The leaders in the field need to 
deviSC a plan to ensure that we can get the medicine 
we need, when we need it, even if it's past normal 
closing hours. It might even come down to saving a 
life - maybe your life ... think about it. 

Deer defenseless against onslaught of high-tech hunters 

It's not often that something in the newspaper really 
gets to me, but when I opened a local paper a few weeks 
ago and saw a photograph of a triumphant hunter posing 
with the deer he had just shot, I felt sick to my stomach. 

Don't get me wrong. It's not that I'm squeamish 
about beautiful animals being needlessly killed, as 
opposed to pigs or cattle being slaughtered for food, but 
just what are these hunters trying to prove1 

That they are superior in intelligence, resources and 
fire power? Or that they can outwit a simple, trusting, 
wild animal? I hardly think that needs to be proved. 

When was the last time you saw a deer with an 
assault rifle? Also, once the deer have been lured with 
deer com throughout a season or Jwo, I don't think it 

takes a great deal of wits to shoot them at the very deer 
stands the hunters provide. What's more, I think it 
morally suspicious to kill something lhat has grown to 
trust the hand that feeds ii. 

If it were a matter of survival, I'd probably be out 
there too, trying to catch my dinner, -but it's not. No one 
has to shoot deer to survive. These aren't the pioneer 
days. Many hunters don't even take their kill home for 
food; they just get a picture, hack the antlers off-or the 
whole head-and leave the rest of the body to rot. 

These hunters probably get back into their comfort
able trucks, return to their appliance-laden homes, with 
freezers full of pizza and steak, open a beer and tum on 
the ball game on lV. It's hardly a matter of being forced 
to shoot Bambi's mom in order to keep the family from 
starving, now is it7 

What is it that makes people go out and kill for fun? 
. It's a sure-fire case of testosterone poisoning, all 

this man against beast hooey. Maybe they feel they have 
to prove their manhood by bringing home a trophy to 
show their superiority over animals. Maybe they have to 
be the symbolic caveman, dragging a dead beast home 

• 

• 

· to demonstrate their prowess. 
Now that would be something worth putting into the 

paper: a hunter stalking, capturing and bringing home an 
animal without doe-in·heat sprays, deer grunt calls, guns 
or a 4-wheel drive. This would be the real measure of a 
hunter's skill. Bring thaJ deer in with your !:Sare hands, 
and I might take a photo myself. · 

Of course, I'll Still think it's barbaric and prehis
toric, but at least it would have been a fair fi$ht. 

Maybe if the prey were a rhinoceros or an elephant, 
hunters might think twice about the "sport." 

The possibility of getting impaled or.trampled 
might even up the odds. But what's a deer going ,to do? 
Just run. That's all it can do. That deer in the photograph 
had no choice whether to be in the "game" or not. 
What's worse, it had nothing to fight back with. No 
guns, no knives, no binoculars, only speed and camou
flage. 

My sympathy is with the deer every time. I can't 
wait for hunters who shoot for sport to wake up and 
realize they are almost in the 21st century, not the 
Neanderthal Era. 
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Editorials/News 

COM junior cosmetology student Rene Bouse applies perm lotion to client Debbie Comeaux during one of the 
sessions when the students work on real-life customers.A variety of hair and beauty treatments are available at the 
COM cosmetology lab at reasonable rates. Appointments are necessary. (Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 

Cosmetology offers cutting-edge services 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Photography Editor " 

We all like to look our best, and one way to give a 
good impression is to be well-groomed. A professional 
image gives you confidence and shows that you care 
enough to put effort into your appearance. 

Most students have to live on limited budgets. but at 
the College of the Mainland Cosmetology Lab, beauty 
treatments won't break the bank.~ 

Cosmetology Professor Constance Foster, COM Out
standing Instructor of the Year in 1996, talked about the 
pricing policy in InterCOM last year. Prices cannot be 
advertised because COM, being an educational institu
tion, cannot compete with private cosmetology schools. 

A haircut would be $5, a tint, $15 and permanent 
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waves or relaxers, $20. Other hair treatments, include 
fingerwaves, wraps and weaves. 

For an all-round beauty treatment, you could have a 
facial for $6, or $8 with make-up. The European Facial 
takes an hour and inctudes a hand, .shoulder and arm mas
sage with essential oils, a deep cleansing followed by a 
clay face ma.sk, and a hand and foot wax treatment. This 
costs $15. 

If your nails need attention, a manicure is $4 and a 
pedicure, $8. Acrylic nails are now available at $15 for a 
full set, and nail art is $1 per nail, or $2 with rhinestones. 

Hours are 8:45 a.m.-noon Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
and 5:45-8:30 p.m. Wednesdays and Thursdays. 

The Cosmetology lab is housed in the first unit on 
the right as you enter Appomattox Square from the feeder 
of the Emmett F. Lowry Expressway. It is located across 
from the entrance to the COM main campus on Amburn 
Road. 

Due to the large volume of clients, walk-ins are not 
normally accommodated. It is advisable to make an ap
pointment a few days in advance. To make an appoint
ment, call (409) 938-1211 or (281) 280-3991, Ext. 480. 

Charier Day festivities April 3 
College of the Mainland plans to launch its 30th an

niversary year with a Charter Day Observance Thursday, 
April 3; the theme for the program is, "Celebrating Thirty 
Years ... Leading Education Into the 21st Century." The 
program commences in the Leaming Resources Center 
Auditorium at 12:30 p.m. followed by a reception at 1:30 
in the Administration Building. 

Charter Day marks the day that COM hired its first 
employee, June McConnell, as coordinator of admissions, 
registration and records on April 5, 1967. 

[n honor of the occasion, U.S. Rep. Nick Lampson 
of the 9th Congressional District is one of the invited 
guests along with past Board of Trustees members, the 
COM Foundation and members of COM advisory boards. 

President Larry L. Stanley, charter Board of Trustees 
member Paul Teague, and Rep. Lampson wiU speak dur
ing the .program in the auditorium, 'and both the COM 
Jazz Combo and the COM Singers will perform. 

The reception concludes at 2:30; however, due to an· 
other commitment Rep: Lampson must leave by 2 p.m. 

All COM students and employ.ees are urged to at
tend, ~nd pr~fe~. shq!-'-Jd, excuse stude,n;s frOll). qasses., , 
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Memorials remind us 
' 

of Texas City Disaster 

On the morning of April 16, 1947, the French 
liberty ship SS Grandcamp w11s being loaded with 
ammonium nitrate at the Port of Texas City. A"i)he cargo 

. .was put aboard, a fire was discovered in a hold-the 
same hold into which the ammonium nitrate was being 
loaded. The hold was closed but shortly thereafter it 
either was reopened or blown open by the fire which 
was believed to be caused by either the nitrate rapidly 
decomposing or by someone carelessly tossing a lighted 
match or cigarette 3Side. The result spelled disaster. 

At 9:12 a.m. the Grandcamp exploded, obliterating 
the ship and nearly all of the Texas City industrial 
complex and surrounding areas. Another ship, the SS 
l;ligh Flyer, in port for repairs at the time of the explo
sion, caught fire. All efforts to tow the ship before it 
exploded at 1:10 a.m. on April 17 failed, so Texas City 
was ripped apart by yet another explosion. The final toll 
was an estimated 576 dead and thousands injured. 

Now, 50 years later, Texas City is ready to mark the 
anniversary of the disaster with a Rebirth Celebration 
slated for April 16-18. 

Through reading books and listening to the stories 
of my elders, I learned that this is an event that will not 
and should not be forgotten. The memorials attesting to 
the disaster ensure it will not. ~ - ..,;--

Behind the Ne~ler Center a fountain of _a phoenix is 
being built. It is probably the most symbolic of all the 
memorials. The phoenix, a mythical bird, rose from its 
ashes just as Tex.as City rose from the ashes of the 
disaster, making itself stronger and larger. This newest 
memorial will stand as yet another testimOny when it is 
unveiled April 16. And like all the memorials, it will 
remind us never to forget. 

I remember the various times when my out-of-town 
relatives came to visit, my father would take them on his 
own memorial tour around thC loop circling Texas City. I 
can't remember how old I was, but at the time this 
seemed ridiculous. 

I had seen.the memorials hundreds of times, and 
they hitd no real significance for me. However, as I got 
older, I began to realize their importance. 

Although the threat of another disaster always 
looms. Texas City is a safer place to live than it was in 
1947. In the aftermath of that disaster, measures were 
taken to prevent another such calamity by banning 
ammonium nitrate from the Port of Texas City. 

If you've driven along Loop 197 you've seen the 
Mikeska-Sandburg Park near the entrance of the port 
where the propeller of the High Flyer stands. At the 
entrance of the Texas City Dike rests the anchor of the 
Grandcamp. These memorials tell us that these were not 
little dinghys that exploded. They were large ships 
loaded with a cargo no one knew was deadly until after 
the fact. The memorials testify not only to the size of the 
ships, but the enonnity of the tragedy. 

Further down the loop is the memorial park where 
the remains of 63 unidentified bodies rest in numbered 
graves, watched over by the statue of an angel. A small 
pavilion in the park chronicles the disaster from the fire 
to the explosion to the status of the city today through 
pictures and stories. 

Yet another memorial sits outside the gates of the 
Sterling Chemicals refinery, formerly Monsanto, which 
was destroyed by the explosions. 

These memorials are reminders that extraordinary 
disasters, like the one that happened in Texas City, 
happen to ,ordinary pe,ople likc..us. 

,, . 
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TC Disaster exhibit 
• 

displayed in library 
By MICHELLE HILL 
Staff Reporter 

In honor of Texas City and in memory of the Texas 
City Disaster, Moore Memorial Library in Texas City ere• 
ated a traveling exhibit whicl,i is on display in the College 
of the Mainland Leaming Resources Center Library. 

The eight-part, double-sided, exhibit chronicles the 
history of the Texas City Disaster, Texas City as it is now 
and Texas City in the future. Six identical displays are 
also touring the area. In April all the displays will move 
into various local city buildings. 

Susie Monda, director of Moore Memorial Library, 
created !fie exhibit as "a capsule history of the explosion 
and upcoming events," in the rebirth celebration. 

The first section of the exhibit displays the theme, 
"TEXAS CITY: Remembering Yesterday, Celebrating 
Tomorrow 1947-1997." The next sections are The Fire, 
The Explosion, The Rescue, The Recovery, Texas City 
Today and Texas City Tomorrow. The last board is a sched
ule of events to take place on April 16-18. 

laterCOM, Mu<h/Aprll 19971 Pap 11 

The display panels are doors bought and painted blue 
by the Texas City Public Works Department and assembled 
by Creative Signs in Texas City. The company worked 
with Mancia to create the exhibit. 

Rodney Conley, former lnterCOM managing editor, and 1.-0rielle Blackwell, cunent InterCOM staff reporter, 
view the Texas City Disaster exhibit in the COM Libnry. The exhibit, created by Susie Moncla, director of the 

~Moore Memorial Library in Texas City, chronicles the 1947 disaster in text and pictures. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

Bogus police officer reported on Tiki " 
Continued from Page !"-----------
Assuming the lllan was a COM police officer she cooper
ated. 

TIie nµ.n took off when COM Police Officer Willie 
fhrerttt;""W'ho was making his rounds, approached the car. 

COM Police Officer Arbry Oiftoo warned that the 
suspect may have done this before and may do it again. 

In fact, he said approximately 48 hours later a male match
ing the same description was involved in a similar inci
dent on Tiki Island. 

Acc.ording to Huerta, there are no previous accounts 
of du<t~ol<>«<UtO>n=it the COM cainp,1s. If caughr, 
the suspect could face up to to years in jail. No arrests 
have been made so far. 

A 

Poet reveals humor, emotion at reading 
Continued from Page 1----------
sad recounting of his older sister Bobbi's death from con
genital heart disease at the age of 7. He lets the listener 
hear how profoundly ·the death and funeral of his sister 
affected and confused a 5-year-old boy. 

"The Ball Game, 1975" recalls an incident that oc
curred when he returned home to Ord, Neb., after he had 
gone away to college and let his hair grow long. Not too 
far from his hometown was a small country town, Burwell, 
in which 95 percent ofothe population consisted of cow
boys. 

One night at a bar in Burwell, three men offered the 
poet a free haircut. As he stood to leave one of them swung 
and hit him. When Dr. Sanders left, they followed him 
outside. By the time they caught up with him he had al
ready reached his car and retrieved Master Beater, the 
baseball bat his uncle gave him as a child. He was pre
pared to swing, but the men seeing his stance walked away. 

Dr. Sanders prefaced "Passing the Bottle," a "post 
marriage, post divorce poem.'' with "I have a long history 
of not being successful at things like marriage." It tells 

the tale of the night he found out his old friend was con
sidering marrying Dr. Sanders' ex-wife. His advice to the 
friend: "Don't.'' 

Another divorce poem was the bittersweet love poem, 
"The Last Night." In it the poet tells of the last night he 
spent with his wife, both knowing the marriage was over 
but still trying one last time to cling to their fonner dreams 
and all the things they had planned. 

Professor Sanders concluded the poetry reading with 
his protest poem "Vigil at a Missile Silo." The poem fo
cuses on a time when he lived on the missile grounds of 
Missouri. He said he was "living in the center of a cem
etery, all of our cemeteries.'' 

Dr. Sanders read 14 poems in all. The 13 poems from 
Before We Lost Our Ways were written between 1984 and 
1996. The book is available at the COM Bookstore for $9 
or in the Humanities Office, Suite B, LRC, for $7.50. 

Dr. Sanders advised up-and-coming poets to read po
etry journals and see what editors ·are looking for. Poets 
write a lot but publish little, he said. For every 100 poems 
written two may be published. 

Art depicts Ukraine's centuries-old history 
Continued from Page 11---------

Soviets, Ukrainian artists have continued to build upon 
their rich cultural heritage. 

According to the exhibit catalog, the Ukrainian 
style is a combination of several elements: Byzantine 
art, especially iconography; indigenous folk craft and 
culture, characterized by vibrant color and patterns; 
baroque, whi~h includes visual exuberance and natu-

• 

rat form; and thodernism, which is a pure or abstract 
form that embodies spiritual and socal significance. 

The College of the Mainland Fine Arts Gallery 
hours are Mondays-Thursdays, 11 a.m,-3 p.m. The 
gallery opens one hour prior to theater perfonnances 
and by request during regular hours. 

For infonnation call (409) 938-1211 or (281) 280-
3991, Ext. 354. 
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New steam table in the 
works for COM cafeteria 
By LORIELLE BIACKWELL 
Staff' Reporter 

~ Studem: -£enteT wrt1"-"rcceivc -a much 
needed face lift," said Jeff Brown, Brown Food 
Services, about renovations estimated at $20,000. 

The Snack Bar in the Student Center will soon 
have a hot food section. AdditiOnal cold units will 
be bought to provide students with ·wider selections, 
and the wall separating the Snack Bar from the eat
ing area may be knocked out to enlarge the space. 

Brown said the existing steam .tables and other 
equipment had been used for about 15 years. By 
buying a new steam table, the cafeteria will be able 
to provide hot meals rather than limiting customers 
to hamburgers and sandwiches. 

Bids are currently being taken for the new steam 
table a·nd other possible new equipment ' 

"A fresh appearance makes people want tO pa· 
tronize," Brown said. "As far as losses, they're my 
losses. I had to eat that $30,000 we lost last year." 

Brown said cafeteria expenses exceed the prof
its, and that campus vending maChines help cover 
the cafeteria costs, but if the cafeteria "were not at 
a college, it would have; long since shut down." 
Brown hopes the enlarged area and hot line will 
bring more business. The c;;afeteria is "something I 
have to swallow jf I want the vending machine op-
erations." · 

John Littles, cafeteria manager, disagrees. 
"I don't know where he (Brown) is getting~ 

figures, but when I look at the supplies and labor 
that the college pays for, I still see a profit at the 
end of the day." He added he has been wanting to 
make prices more affordable. 

Littles added that while the cafeteria does not 
make a high profit "we're .certainly not losing 
$30,()()()." 

In regard to tbe $30,(X)() cafeteria losses, Dr. 
Henry D. Pope, dean of College and Financ;:iaJ Ser
vices, said the cafeteria was losing about $50,000 
before Brown took it over 10 years ago. "He's cer
tainly managing it better than we were. Few people 
realize what it takes to run an operation like the 
cafeteria." 
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What's Happening 

College's mission: classes to meet student needs 
By AMY K. PATLACH like other classes. They have a lecture-based format, but 
Staff Reporter they also include a lab. "The combination lecture and lab 

II is the mission of College of the Mainland to educate 
any individual who enrolls in the college no matter his or 
her level of education. COM fulfills this mission by offer
ing college level, developmentaVrcmcdial, OED and con
tinuing education courses to those who need them. 

Placement in college-level or developmental courses 
is determined by appraisal tests and/or SAT or ACT scores 
or the TSWE and Nelson Denny tests. Many students can 
go into college-level courses after testing. but.others need 
developmental courses first. .. 

Developmental courses allow studeints to receive the 
extra help they need to strengthen basic skftls such as read
ing, writing and mathematics. For placemen I into develop
mental reading and/or writing the Nelson Denny test is used. 

"Nelson Denny is a standardized test used nationwide," 
said Clint Hunter, developmental studies professor special
izing in reading and writing. "It tests vocabulary, reading 
c.omprehension and reading speed. It's a timed test." 

The m,th appraisal test COM uses is from the Mi.th 
Association of America. "ll's a good test used for place
ment unlike SAT or ACT tests which test achievement," 
said Joanne Kendall, math professor specializing in devel
opmental mathematics. 

COM currently uses two separate tests to evaluate all 
students for developmental work, but a Task Force, orga
nized by Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of Instruction and Stu
dent Development, is looking into the idea of using one 
test to cover all three areas by a single company. 

Developmental reading and writing courses are taught 

is a good opportunity for the students to learn in their own 
unique learning way," Hunter said. "The lab is practical. 
ll's drill and practice. It gives immediate feedback.." 

Developmental math is in either a lecture or lab for
mal In tho lecture class everyone moves at the same speed. 
The lab is a self-paced course and everyone is enrolled in a 
different level of developmental study. 

Many students enrolled in developmental courses have 
been out in the work force for years, but want to brush up 
on basic skills before entering or re-entering the world of 
college-level course work. 

"Many people dropped out of high school or gradu
ated 13-14 years ago," said Dr. Bass, adding, "some of our 
students are immigrants." 

For those students who need a high school equivalency 
diploma, COM offers GED courses. 

Students who need the skills to be able to enter the job 
market in one to two years may lake one-year dipolma plans 
in areas such as diesel technology and graphic arts, which 
also has two,.year degree plans. Other two-year degree plans 
al COM are in fields, such as process technology, nursing 
and cosmetology. COM also has a placement office to help 
these graduates find jobs. 

For students already employed, COM offers continu
ing education courses in areas such as secreterial work, 
construction and Emergency Medical Services. 

"If there is a subject someone wants to learn about, we 
will do our best to find someone to teach it," Dean Bass 
said . .. We need to know how to make us more successful 
with people and how to meet their needs better." 

COM instructor to perform classical guitar recital April 22 
Mark Moore, College of the Mainland classical guitar 

instructor, will present a guitar recital Tuesday, April 22. 
The free concert, to be held in the Recital Hall of the 

Fine Arts Building, includes selections from Bach, Luis 
Milan, Albeniz, Guiliani and Tarrega. Moore will perfonn 
during College Hour, 12:30-1 :30 p.m. 

University of Houston Ii Clear Lake Disabled organization 
sponsors clothing drive 
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Living up to its "Help us to help others" mono, 
the·Cotlege of the Mainland Oi-ganization for Dis
abled Persons Club is sponsoring a clothing drive. 

Club members are collecling new and used 
clothing to be distributed to the Women's Grisis 
Cenler in Texas City and battered women's shel· 
ters in Galveston and Harris counties. 

The COM club asks students, faculty and staff 
to bring new or clean, ready-to-wear used clothing 
for the drive which began March 18 and runs 
through May 1. 

Donations may be dropped off in the Admin
istration Building at the office of Barbara Crews, 
sponsor of the club. Crews is coordinator of 
Women's Programs/Americans with Disabilities 
Act. 

The club or ODPC, which was Conned last fall, 
welcomes everyone and stresses that it is for any
one who wishes to participat~. Many of the mem
bers of the ODPC are not handicapped. 

A banquet i,, planned for the end of Che semes
ter as a reward for club members' hard work on the 
clothing drive. 

The club. meets every other Tuesday during 
College Hour, 12:30-1:20 p.m., in RoomA-148 in 
lhe Administration Building. 

If you are interested in becoming a member or 
an officer of ODPC, call Lorielle Blackwell, club 
president, at (409) 935-7035. Or you may call 
Crews at (409) 938-1211 or (281) 230-3991; Ext. 
470. 

• 
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People Speak Out 
By WRIELLE BLACKWELL, Staff Reporter 
PATRICIA HILL, Assistant Editor 

If you've ever dropped a class because of per
sonal conflicts or other reasons, you're not alone. 
According to Ruby Stevens, College of the Main
land student records specialist, 20-30 percent of 
students drop classes. Reasons for students drop
ping a class range from transportation and fman
cial problems to dissatisfaction with the instructor 
or the course. Wanting 10 discover the reasons why 
students drop classes, lnterCOM asked, "Have you 
ever dropped a class, and if so, why?" · 

Diana Lopez: 
I was taking 19 hours 
and there was no way 
that I could take that 
amount of classes and 
work too. 

James Hershey: 
It was too difficult to 
wake up for morning 
classes and attend night 
classes. The only time 
one of my classes was 
offered was at night. 

Nessie Jimenez: 
I had to drop because I 
didn't like the teacher· 
that I had. 

Christina Bell: 
I dropped because I 
was failing. I didn't go 
to class . 

' 

Hablba Salahuddln: 
I didn't have enough 
time to go to class and 
do homework also. My 
grades weren't as high· 
as I would have liked 
for them 10 be. 

The...,.. Palill: 
I'm visually impaired 
and it's really hard to 
see in my math class. I 
don't know bow a 
totally blind per,on 
would learn math. 

Chris Sellnldls: 
It (the class) was 8 in 
the morning and that 
was just too early for 
me. 

Todd Duncan: 
I dropped because I 
had too high a class 
load of about 18 hours. 

l 
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COM police imposter strikes; still unidentified 
By MARCUS WHARTON 
Slaff Reporter 

On the morning of Feb. 6, a white male allegedly 
posed as a College of the Mainland police officer asking 
for the driver's license and vehicle registration of a stu
dent in a COM parking lot. 

.The suspect, standing about 5 feet 11 inches tall, was 

Ukrainian artworks 
on display at COM 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistaat Editor 

College of the Mainland's new art gallery exhibit, 
Artists from Ukraine: Works on Paper, opened March 17 
and runs through April 15. 

The nmihil f 7 us thowork-ef 1S Ukrainian artists 
who were previously in a show at the O'Kane Gallery at 
the University of Houston-Downtown. The curators for 
the show are painter Lydia Bodnar-Balahutrak, a major 
Houston artist, and Sandria Hu from the University of 
Houston .. Clear Lake. 

Bodnar-Balahutrak traveled to Kyiv (formerly Kiev) 
at the invitation of the Ukrainian Art Academy to com
pile the works in the exhibit. Hu, because of her expertise 
in printmaking, helped Bodnar-Ba1ahutrak select the prints 
which are displayed. 

The Ukraine has had a long, turbulent history filled 
with oppression. Since the founding of Kyiv in the sev
enth century, the identity of the Ukraine has been threat
ened by invading forces and cultures. Despite the Byzan
tine Empire, the Mongols, the Kozaks (Cossacks) and the 

See Art Page 11 

English profeuor, Dr. Mark Sanders, reads a poem 
from his book of poetry, Bt/on We Lost Our Ways, Feb. 
25, The FTK-spoosored poetry reading, held during 
College Hour in the Learning Resources Center 
Auditorium, featured Dr. Sanders' autobiographical 
poems. (Photo by Rosalind ManhaH) · 

. ' 

described as clean shaven with a stocky build wearing a 
blue polo shirt and blue jeans, according to the COM 
police report. 

Around 9 a.m. a 17-year-old female studerit returned 
to her car in Parking Lot Don the south side of the Tech
nicaVVocational Building. She realized immediately that 
her alarm had been disabled and her doors were unlocked. 
When she opened the door, she saw that everything that 

had been in the back seat was now in the front. 
Assuming that her husband had been out to the car, 

she rearranged the things and gol inside to leave. When 
she started the car, the suspect walked up and tapped on 
her window. She rolled down the window and the suspect 
asked to see her driver's licence and vehicle registration. 

See Bogus Page 11 

COM stndeot Mark Cox studies Irina Movcban's IDOIIOtype "Okuna.• The piece ls part or A- from Ulcrabu: 
Works on Paper currenUy on exhibit at the COM Fine Arts Gallery. The eulblt, which opened Mardi 17, runs 
through Aprll 15 and features the work or 15 Uknlnian artists. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

PTK sponsors Sanders' poetry reading 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

Webster 's New World Dictionary defines a poet as 
a person who writes or expresses himself with imagina
tive power and beauty of thought and language. 

College of the Mainland's resident poet, Dr. Mark 
Sanders, reveals the humor, the emotion and the extraor
dinary aspects of ordinary life in his poetry. 

A small crowd braved the cold, rainy February 
weather to hear Dr. Sanders, English professor, read a 
selection of poems from his book, Before We Lost Our 
Ways, in the Leaming Resources Center Auditorium Feb. 
25. The poetry reading, sponsored by the Sigma Delta 
Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, was held during College 
Hour. PTK is COM's honor society. 

Most of the poems Dr. Sanders read were autobio
graphical : Some were serious and thought-provoking 
white others were laced with his dry, off-beat humor. 

"I enjoy making fun of myself," Dr. Sanders said. 
"l'oetry can be self-effacing." He added that although he 
writes his poetry' i_n third person, it is about him. 

• • 

I . 

• 

P.TK President Christian Glazener opened the event 
by explaining that the organization sponsored Dr. Sand
ers' poetry reading to promoPe its honors topic-The Arts. 
Glazener said that until he took an English course taught 
by Dr. Sanders, he wasn 't interested in poetry. He,added, 
"Now, I have a fondness for it." 

Dr. Sanders explained why he was "hobbling around" 
on crutches with the initial poem of the reading, "Outfielder 
at 41." The poem tells how he tore a calf muscle when he 
stepped into a hole while attempting to catch a ball in a 
weekend softball game. This poem, written after that acci
dent and only in its second draft, was the only poem not in 
Before We Lost Our Ways. The poet said he usually doesll 't 
lei the public see a poem he hasn' t worked on for several 
months but made the exception to explain the crutches. 

The second poem he read, "Before We Lost Our 
Ways," the title poem of his boot, is a tale of youth, inno
cence and safe times back when the ''world was small as a 
house." 

He followed this poem with "For My Sister, 1961," a 

See Poet Page 11 
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What's Happening 

Proud recipients of the prestigious Texas Intercollegiate Press Associalion awards are all smiles as they display 
their certificates, Award winners are (from left) Maree Doo, managing editor; Lorielle Blackwell, staff reporter; 
Bill Glenn, former photography editor; Brad Stevenson, former illustrations editor; and Rosalind Marshall, pho• 
tography editor. Rick Gilliam, former reporter, is not pictured. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

Staffers win record number of awards 
Continued from Page 1-------------

place award for her humorous column, "'English' seems foreign 
to British staff reporter," which appeared in the July issue. This 
column chronicled the difficulty Marshall, who is from England, 
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has had understanding the English used by some 
Texas natives. 

A second place award went to former staffer, 
Rick Gilliam, for Newspaper Sports Page Design 
for the March 1996 issue. Gilliam, who has been 
with the Texas City Sun 10 years, is the Sun's sports 
editor. 

Managing editor and layout artist, Maree Doo, 
won third place in Newspaper News Page Design 
for the front page of the December lnterCOM. Doo 
received an Honorable Mention for editorial page 
design in last year's TIPA competition. 

Reporter Lorielle Blackwell, a staff member 
only since last fall, won third place for a headline 
which appeared in the December issue for a story 
about the unusual version of Charles Dickens' A 

. Christmas Carol, which was presented by the COM 
Arena Theatre. Blackwell's headline read "Carol 
adaptation Dickens of a play." 

Former InterCOM staffer and cartoonist, Brad 
Stevenson, who now attends the University of 
Houston•Clear Lake, won an Honorable Mention 
for a political Cartoon on voting which ran in the 
March 1996 lnterCOM. The last cartoon Stevenson 
drew for lnterCOM is on Page 3 of this issue. "I'm 
very happy Brad finally won an award for one of 
his very fine cartoons after two years of hard work," 
Lowery said. "We miss him and his work." 

TIPA Executive Director Jeff W. Henderson 
of Southwest Texas State University said the con
test was judged by newspaper industry profeS5ion
als. He explained that eaitries were sent to the em· 
ployees of papers on the East and West coaSts with 
circulations from 50,000 to 100,()(K). 

lnterCOM competed in TIPA's Division 2 
Newspaper category, which consists of approxi· 
mately 30 Texas colleges and universities with stu
dent enrollments of 3,000 to 7,499, and includes 
Texas Christian University in Fort Worth, South
ern Methodist University in Dallas, Texas Woman's 
University in Denton, Texas A&M-Kingsville and 
West Texas A&M in El Paso. 

"I am so very proud of these students," Lowery 
said, "but all the students on the various staffs 
(spring, summer and fall 1996) deserve credit. 

"lt takes all of them to put a newspaper to
gether. We would not have winners without the help 
o(rhewho1t 'siaff ... ' '.·, t.·iit ,,· 

People Speak Out 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL, Photography 
Editor and JULIAN RIANO, Staff Reporter 

Have you ever wished you had a lot of money? 
Sure you have-along with a perfect body, fame and 
true love. Well, money can't buy you love or hap
piness, but it sure would be a nice start. But since 
you don't own a gold mine and your long-lost Uncle 
Piggy Banks isn't going to will you a fortune, you 
ask yourself, "How am I ever going to strike it 
rich?" How else but by chance, you pessimist. 
You're going to win the lottery! InterCOM asked 
some of the future millionaires who are currently 
attending College of t'he Mainland, "If you won the 
lottery, what is the first thing you would do?" 

------------1 

Kelly Giamalva: 
[ would spend it on a 
car, a new house and 
help the poor children 
out. 

r 
I 

-,, 

Ashton Jackson Ill: 
Buy a mobile home and 
run around the,united 
States, have a house 
built and donate some 
to church. 

Klm Goddln: 
I'd invest. 

Danielle Ellison: 
First of all I would 
ensure that my 
nephew's and my 
college educatioo gets 
paid for, Then I'd buy 
fun stuff. 

Kenneth Mills-Flood: 
I'd never play \he 
lottery. I don't believe 
in the lottery. I don't 
play it. 

Michelle Baltazar: 
l would spend it on 
church, family and 
friends. For myself, a 
very needed vacation. I 
have three children. 

Brad Bradley: 
I'd buy a major 
business. 

Sammie Jackson: 
I would put some of it 
in the bank and let it 
gain interest and 
donate some of it to 
charity. 

! 
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Women say "No!" to battering 
See Pages 

Newspaper procllldlon: the whole story 
See Pages 6 & 7 

BasebaU hrt-m: the flature 
See Pages 8 & 9 
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TIPA Award-winner 

A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

Emmeline Dodd, biology professor, in the COM 
greenhouse. (Pheto by Rosalind Marshall) 

Emmeline Dodd 
teacher of year 
By ROSALIND MAR.!!HALL 
Photography Editor 

Professor Emmeline Dodd was voted Outstand
ing Instructor of the Year at the College of the Main
land Employee Recognition Dinner May 2 at the 
South Shore Harbour Resort in League City. The 
award, which has been presented annually since 1982 
and was instituted by Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of 
Instruction and Student Development, is to acknowl
edge exceptional teaching at COM. 

Dr. Bass presented Dodd with a plaque and a 
black ceramic mermaid-shaped vase. The vase has 
been passed on each year to the new outstanding in
structor, along with a special plaque, decorated with 
a picture of a mermaid and the inscription: "I will 
make you curious. I will bring out the best in you. I 
am the siren of knowledge." 

See Ftvf Page 11 

lnterCOM staffers 
win 'I'IPA awards 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

lnterCOM, College of the Mainland's student publi
cation, added six new Texas Intercollegiate Press Associa
tion awards to its collection April 7. 

A number of items from 1996 lnterCOMs were en
tered in the contest. Although the paper has won TIPA 
awards in the past, six is the most awards the student news
paper has ever won in a single year. "In the almost 11 years 
that I've been the InterCOM adviser we've won two to 
three awards a year," Journalism Professor Astrid H. 
Lowery said. "But this is exceptional. With these six 
awards, we now have a total of 23." 

Bill Glenn, former photography editor, was awarded 
first place in the Newspaper Sports Feature category for 
the story, "Wheelchair ao handicap for student," in the Oc
tober lnlerCOM. The story was about Kendrick Douglas 
who, despite his wheelchair, plays basketball. 

Photography Editor Rosalind Marshan won a second 

COM student victim of recent campus crime wave 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

The College of the Mainland police department re
cently iSSued a campus crime alert. In the last three months 
several vehicles have been burglarized in various campus 

Charter Day celebrates 
COM's 30th anniversary 
By WRIELLE BIACKWELL 
and MICHELLE HILL, Staff Reporters 

College of the Mainland launched its 30th anniver
sary celebration with a Charter Day Observance in the 
Learning Resources Center Auditorium April 3. 

Charter Day commemorated the day COM hired its 
first employee; June McConnell, as coordinator of admis
sions, registration and records, April 5, 1967. 

Virginia Aidair, COM secretary/lmyer in purchasing, 
and COM 30th Anniversary Committee member read a 
plaque honoring McConnell, who was not able to attend. 
Laura Cooper, business education professor, and 30th 
Anniversary Committee member read two proclamations 
declaring April 3 Charter Day. One was by Gov. George 
W. Bush and the other by Texas City Mayor Chuck Doyle . 

The keynote address was given by Paul Teague, a 
member of the chartering Board of Trustees, with addi
tional comments made by special guest lJ.S. Rep. Nick 
Lampwn of the 9th Congressional District. 

Teague spoke of the goals the chartering board envi
sioned for COM. "It's encouraging to see that the college 
has more than surpassed the dreams that we had for it." 

See Speakers Page 11 .,... •. .... •... ' ~· .. ~• .. 4•····· 
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parking lots. In April four vehicle burglaries were re
ported. A car had all four hubcaps stolen, but because 
the thief did not enter the vehicle, it was a theft not a 
burglary, said COM Police Officer Arbry Clifton. 

COM student Linda Tucker personally found out 
about the burglary increase April 17. After her ll a.m. 

class she returned to her truck in Parking Lot F behind the 
Math/Science Building, to find that someone had attempted 
to steal her truck. Both doors were damaged, the alarm 
had been disarmed and the steering column ·w.as broken. 

See Campus Pllge 11 

COM Student Government President Don Rittenllouse (rig!,I) pnHnts U.S. Rep. Nick Lampson, 9th Congnsslonal 
District, with• COM T-1blrt after the Cllarter Day OIJoen .... ceremony In the Learninc Resources Center 
Auditorium. Reg. Lampson was a special speaker at the event held April 3. (Photo by Patrlda HIH) 
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Editorials/News 

COM 30th Anniversary Planning Committee 

The 30th Aaniversary Planning Committee poses with U.S. Rep. Nick Lampson, 9th Congressional District 
(far left), at the Charter Day obsen-ance reception. Committee members are (l'rom left) Virginia Adair, Beverly 
Delaney Mitchell, Dr. Lee A. McGriggs, Laura Cooper, Tillie Henson and Michael Ramirez.Cooper. 

(Photo by Jim Higgins) 

High schooler asks for peers' tolerance 

I am a part-time student at College of the Mainland; 
I 3.m also a senior at Texas City High School. 

I have received lots of rude comments from other 
students who discovered I am both a college and high 
school student. Most of these comments were along the 
lines of "Boy, I 1uess you think you're really smart!" or 
"Why would you want to waste your extra tiQ1e? 
Wouldn't you rather be partying?" 

The second comment is not as bad as the first, but I 
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still take offense. Also when someone discovers my age, 
usually his attitude changes toward me. I often get the 
feeling that he now thinks of me as a baby. 

To make this worse, a lot of the offending com· 
ments come from people who are only one or lwo years 
older than I. I am 17, and many of them are only 18 or 
19. This small age difference does not give them any 
more right to be here than I have. Next semester there 
will be a whole class of people my age. 

Just because as a high school senior I actually have 
the motivation arid means to go to both high school and 
college doesn't mean that I think I'm "oh, so smart" or 
wasting my time when I could do better things. 

I know that I am not the only high school student 
currently enrolled at COM. I know more high school 
seniors will be here next year, and I know that there 
have been many high scbool students co-enrolled before 
me, especially in the summer. 

There are many reasons why I'm at COM now; the 
main one is that I want to get a head start on my future. 
This does not take a lot of brains or sacrifices. My high 
school encourages seniors who have enough credits and 
high enough grades to start college in their senior year. 

I believe that attending college classes while I am in 
high school is a good idea, but I feel that the college 
students should be more supportive of high schoolers. 
The main idea of coming here is to get a taste of college 
life, but when other students constantly remind us that 
we don't fit in, that goal is defeated. 

Not all students act like this, however. Some having 
found out that I 'm from high school, treat me the same 
as they did before. Others have said how "cool" it is that 
a high school student could manage the combined he0avy 
course load, in addition to extra.curricular activities. But 
for every friendly comment I receive, I probably get two 
or three bad ones. This is really discouraging. 

So, if or _when you have a classmate Who happens to 
also be in high school, don't be shocked. We are simply 
attempting to cam credits toward a degree.just like all 
the other students in your classes. We don't want or , 
expect your praise for being here, but please don't 
patronize os either. 

• 
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InterCOM reader says 
editorial full of baloney 
Dear Editor, 

Like the autho.r of "Deer defenseless against onslaught 
of high.tech hunters" in the March/April issue of the 
lnterCOM, I·atso read something that made me sick to my 
stomach about deer hunting, and that was the author's view 
on the subject. I would like to rebut and defend the people 
she thoughtlessly trashed and stereotyped as Neanderthals, 
cavemen, and, of course, the new title of Bambi killer. 

The author stated " ... they just get a J)icture, hack the 
antlers off-or the whole head-apd leave the rest of the 
the body to rot." What an uneducated, sickening and un· 
true statement. I have been deer hunting for most of my 
life, and I have never seen nor heard of any such treat· 
ment. In fact, the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
started a new program called Hunters for the Hungry that 
enables hunters to donate harvested deer to local food pan
tries to be processed and distributed to needy families. 

Deer hunters put millions of dollars in the pockeL"i of 
small towns throughout the state that would more or less 
not exist without their support. Hunters also, through the 
purchase of licenses and permits, fund the Texas Parks 
a:nd Wildlife Department, which works to protect and set 
rules and guidelines for hunters. These rules and guide
lines help the hunters, but benefit the wildlife most of all. 

The highly educated biologists that work for the state 
of Texas have stated numerous times in reports that if the 
deer were not hunted (for usable meat), they would very 
rapidly start dying of overpopulation, starvation and dis
ease. In some instances ·our government has slaughtered 
large numbers of deer in overpopulated areas. All the meat 
is processed and donated to the needy. Surely, the edu· 
cated people who have devoted their lives and careers lo 
researching an~ studying these animals are not "killing 
for fun," "proving their manhood," or "suffer from a sure 
fire case of testosterone poisoning," a5 the author suggests. 

The author also feels that deer are hel()iess against 
the hunters because they are not armed with assault rifles 
as well. The author states, "It's not that I'm squeamish 
about beautiful animals being needles.-;ly killed, as opposed 
to pigs or cattle being slaughtered for food .... " I'm sure 
the author is not picturing a muscle-bound cow with a ca.mo 
(camouflage) hat and an AK--4 7 waiting to be killed at the 
fattening yards when she is eating a T-bone steak. 

I also do not see why the authdr tends to think that all 
deer hunters are "cavemen." Like the author said, it's aJ. 
most the.21st century, not the Neanderthal Era, and if the 
author were more in touch with the 20th century she might 
realize that there are hundreds of thousands of women hunt· 
ers in th~s country. 

There is one last item I would like to address. The 
author said, "If it were a matter of survival, I'd probably 
be out there too, trying to catch my dinner ... " My response 
is, if it ever came to a matter of survival, the author would 
probably not survive due to her lack of hunting and sur· 
vival skills. However, she might pull through if she were 
friends with a deer hunter. 

Garrett Elkins, COM student 

Editors' Note: We hope you understand that the editorial 
did not condemn all hunters, only those unsportsmanlike 
;ndividuals who kill for sport wiJlwuJ intending t~ use the 
animal for food. We have documemed ~eports of the dis· 
covery of headless deer corpses rolling in the East Texas 
woods, so it certainly does happen. 

Of course, we are aware of and applaud the efforts 
of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Depa"rtment in control· 
Jing the deer population and donating unwanted deer meat 
to the needy. 

If our editorial "'4/ces even one hunter aware of the 
responsibilities involved in the sport of deer hunting, we 
feel the article was well worth prUUing. We hope you agree. 

By the way, two of the three editors are vegetarians. 
Another letter in a similar vein from Marvin C. Byrkett 

was submilled to the Editor in response to the editorial, 
but could not be printed due to lack of space. 

,, 
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Campus crime reported 
Continued from Page 1.----------

The damage was such that she had to have the truck towed. 

New disabled parking signs for COM 
Tucker wishes the crime alert had been issued ear

lier. "There were things I could have done to prevent this. 
I have a club (a security device) and would have used it." 

The burglary atte~Pt was apparently foiled by de· 
velopmental math instructor, Jess Olive. When Olive 
drove into the parking lot he saw two men at a parked car, 
one was in the car and the other was standing by it. Olive 
parked two spaces down from the men and as he was walk
ing to the Math/Science Building he saw them drive off. 

Later when Olive returned to his truck he saw the 
campus police, a wrecker and Tucker at her red truck that 
was parked in front of where Olive had seen the two men. 

','If I had got their license plate we could have nailed 
them, maybe," Olive said. Watch what is going on around 

you and call the campus police, JJ.e advised. 
According to Clifton stolen items are things easily 

removed from vehicles, such as cellular phones, purses 
and wallets. To prevent having a vehicle, or items stolen, 
people should lock their doors, activate security devices 
and take their valuables with them. 

Clifton said tifat the burglaries prirrlarily took place 
from early morning (4 a.m.) through early afternoon. They 
are not just happening on campus, but also in .the area. 

In response to the burglaries, COM police have 
stepped up motor and bicycl~ patrols. 

Police ask that any suspicious looking person or in· 
cident be immediately reported to _them by dialing 599. 

The COM Grounds Maintenance Team recently placed 35 new "parking for disabled only" signs around 
campus. Oscar Hernandez (far left), Stephen Downey, Dorothy Kemp and Troy Terrell show one of the signs 
they installed in Parking Lot D behind the Technical/Vocational Building. (Photo by Murray Getz) 
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Five awarded E~cellence 
Continued from Page 1-------

In accepting. Dodd said, "I am speech· 
less. This is a history·making event-this is 
the first time that Renate True has been up 
fill teacb.ef of fhe yi.ii.r and not made it! I just 
have one thing to say 'Yes!'" 

Dodd was one of five finalists nominated 
by students for the award. Three of the final· 
ists are from the category of instructors with 
more than 50 total students, and two are from 
the 50 students of fewer category. 

The other finalists were Ellen Johnson, 
cosmetology professor; Astrid H. Lowery, 
journalism and English professor; Dr. Martha 
Rooney, m11th professor and Dr. Renate True; 
science professor. Dr. Bass presented each 
finalist with a Teacher of Excellence award. 

The five finalists were selected accord· 
ing to the number of votes they received from 
students via 17 j:>allot boxes placed through· 
out the campus during the two·week period 
of March 24MApril 4. The selection commit· 
tee was composed of dean's list students: 
Renee Bouse, Gay Burkett, Pamela McCullor, 
Alex Smallwood and Dory Williams. The 
committee observed the finalists' classroom 
teaching styles. The students read comments 
from the ballots praising each of the finalists 
before the winner was announced. 

Dodd, who has been teaching at COM 
25 years, was named Instructor of the Year in 

1986 and has been a finalist for the last eight 
years. ~h~ automatiCally becomes the faculty 
chairwoman for next year's awards. 

Johnson, an instructor . at COM since 
1992, has never beetrnominated before. Upon 
learning she was a finalist, she said, "I feel 
very honored, and really pleased. It's nice to 
~now that they (the students) love me as much 
as I love them." 

"Wonderful!" was Lowery's reaction to 
being a finalist. "I'm totally astounded, but 
I'm thrilled beyond words." Lowery, who has 
been at COM 11 years, has been nominated 
before but has never been a finalist. 

Dr. Rooney said sh~ was very surprised 
to be a finalist since not many students like 
math. "It's a real honor, after four years here. 
I've never been nominated before," she said. 
"It's great to get the recognition." 

Dr. True, a COM professor since 1983, 
is a three-time winner of the award. Because 
the winner cannot be entered again for three 
years, she had just become eligible again af. 
ter her 1993 award she explained, "I'm flat· 
tered because students voted for me, and it 
makes a teacher who cares very happy." 

"It's just an honor," said Dodd, "espe· 
cially considering the othCr people who were 
also nominated,.It'sjust unbelievable that you 

• can get an award for doing something that 
you love to do." 

Speakers recall college's early days 
Continued from Page 1-------

He recalled the college's formation and 
,early days and role· Griz Eckert, president of 
the chartering Board of Trustees, had in the 
process. "I belieVe that Griz Eckert gave the 

most to benefit this college. We went over the 
entire area to gather support for the college." 

Rep. Lampson, spoke on the importance 

of comr~mnity colleges, which allow students 
to get a higher education without the high cost 

. of Uqiversj_ty tu(tiQQ.s, , , . , , 

• 

COM Student Government President 

Don Rittenhouse told the audience: "I envi· 
sion the college having the most advanced 
equipment and technology ... the administra• 
tion and the community working together to 
meet the students' and faculty's needs." 

Speaker, Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean ofJn. 
struction and Student Services, said he stood 

in the same place in the auditorium 28 years 
ago and looked up to see the sky above him 

, ., because . .the building, was unfinishe.d .. 
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Southwest Premiere 
June 5-29 at COM 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Repol1er 

The College of the Mainland Arena Theatre has 
been a busy beehive of activity in the past few weeks. 
The recenl closing of a successful run of George 
Kaufman and Moss Han's classic comedy, Once in 
a Lifetime, makes way for a new vehicle soon to be 
staged. 

Next on the Arena Theatre's schedule is the 
ambitious undertaktng of presenting the Souihwest 
Premiere of Lee Blessin9,'s new play, Eleemosynary, 
which opens on the Aren~tage June 5 and will run 
through June 29. 

Blessing. best known for his Broadway offer
ing. A Walk in the Woods, also has authored Two 
Rooms, Cobb and Down the Road, among others. 

The word eleemosynary (meaning "charitable 
giving") first gained recognition as one of the words 
in a national spelling contest some 10 }'ears ago. 

Eleemosynary examines the subtle relationship 
between three remarkable women: a young girl, her 
mother and her grandmother, and the play promises 
to delight audiences with its fast~oving and inter
woven plot situations. 

COM Executive Director Jack Westin, who will 
direct the play, said, "We are delighted to offer the 
fin.t production of this fine script in our area." 

ln regard to the recently closed play, Once in a 
lifetime, COM Associate Director Mark A. Adams 
deserves much credit for his adroit staging and di
rection of the large group of 29 players. His cast 
gave a lively, fast-paced, action-filled pedonnance 
depicting the insanity and craziness that was Holly
wood during that stressful period when the silent 
movies first began to talk in 1927. 

In presenting L,fetime the entire cast showed a 
great deal of talent and everyone involved seemed 
to enjoy contributing to the huge success of this 
outsanding presentation during the Arena Theatre's 
gala 25th anniversary season. 

For information about Eleemosynary, which 
continues the theater's 20-year tradition of South
west premieres, call (409) 938-1211 or (281) 280-
3991, Ext. 345. 

Audition for the summer musical Annie 
Warbucks a .. at COM on May 7 at 7 p.m. and at 
UHCL May 11 at 1:30 p.m. and May 12 at 7 p.m. 

COM Art Festival draws crowds 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Pbotognphy Editor 

Music, theater and fine arts students of College of 
the Mainland had the perfect showcase for their work April 
24: the annual Art Festival and Sale. Held in the Fine Arts 
Building, the festival included a student art sale1 live 
music, theater perfonnances and a selection of students' 
work in the COM Fine Arts Gallery. 

The festival, which has been a popular event since 
the late '70s, is sponsored by the Student Art Associa
tion. Ceramics Professor Betty Palifka, faculty adviser to 
the Art Association, said: "The proceeds of the sale are 
given back to the students in the form of scholarships. 
It's a really nice organization." 

For many years the event focused solely on the stu
dent art show and sale, with work displayed either out
side the Fine Arts Building or inside, depending on the 
weather. Palifka introduced the music and theater aspects 
of the festival four years ago when she took over the or
ganizational role. 

The student art sale began at 10 a.m. and continued 
all day, with a steady stream of people looking for unique 
and original works of art. "Part of this is to give the stu
dents experience in displaying and selling their work," 
Polit'ka said. 

At 12:30 p.m. the student drama group, Theatrix, per
formed two IO-minute plays followed by JX)Ctry readings. 
The readings were by Professor Mark Sanders' creative 
writing students. 

The musical entertainment started at 1 :30 p.m. wilh 
a piano recital, followed by solo perfonnances that in
cluded students Philippe Bacco and Jovan Hernandez 
playing the piano. Sparky Koerner, COM professor of 
instrumental music, and James Heffel, COM vocal pro
fessor, got together for a trumpet and piano rendition of 
Leroy Anderson's "Trumpeter's Lullaby" and a version 
of .. Stranger in Paradise," originally a classic.al piece by 
Russian composer Alexander Borodin. 

The COM Jazz Combo filled the air outside the Fine 
Arts Building at 3 p.m. with an al fresco set that included 
"Summertime" by George Gershwin and a Miles Davis 
number, "Freddy the Freeloader." Combo Director 
Koerner said, "It gives the students a chance to play stan
dard American jazz pieces, while learning improvisation 
in front of an audience." 

The COM Singers went through their basic repertoire 
. gathered around a piano in ·an informal atmosphere, with 
a selection that included a capella songs. Then the COM 
Studio Group, accompanied by piano and percussion, 
launched into a medley of 1950s music called "Rock in 
the '50s" and other popular songs. 

COM student Philippe Bocoo looks at student art work 
lo the Fine Arts Gallery. The exhibit, which was part 
of the Art Festi .. l April 24, runs through May 6. 

(Photo by Rosalind ManbaD) 

Three classical guitar students, Clark Duhon, Aaron 
Koerner and Mike Moore, with their instructor Mark 
Moore, finished the day's music.al treats at 6:30 p.m. with 
a set of acoustic pieces. They played a minuet by Franz 
Joseph Haydn, a chorale by J.S. Bach, "Awake Sweet 
Love" by EDglisb composer John Dowland and several 
pieces by George Frederick Handel. 

At 8 p.m. the COM Arena Theatre staged a perfor
mance of Kaufman and Hart musical production, Once in 
a Lifetime. 

Art Gallery Director Janet Hassinger praised the work 
in the Art Student Exhibition ... This is the only time of 
year that students here have the opportunity to exhibit in 
the gallery," she explained. '"The work that is chosen is 
juried by the four art professors, and we try to choose 
something from each level to show a variety of achieve
ment." 

The gallery exhibit, open until May 6, features sculp
ture, ceramics, photography, charcoal drawings and paint
ings in a variety of media. 

. Mexican university publishes history professor's book 
By JULIAN RIANO 
Staff Reporter 

The National Univer
sity of Mexico Press has 
published a book in Span
ish by College of the 
Mainland professor, Dr. 
Manuel Urbina II. The 
book is titled, The Impact 
of the Texas Revolution on 
the Government, Politics, 
and Society of Mexico, 
1836-1846. The National 

Dr. Manuel Urbina [I University of Mexico is 
Mexico City's elite gradtiate school. 

"As a Mexican immigrant (to the United States) who 
did graduate work in history for two years at the National 
University of Mexico," Dr. Urbina said, "it gives me a 
great deal of satisfaction to make .a contribution, how
ever modest, to the .professional training of my Mexican-

• 

historian colleagues by a book that engenders understand
ing of the historical nuances of the country of my birth, 
and seeks to foster understanding among men of good 
will ofmy adopted country." 

In explaining the purpose of the book, which he wrote 
in three years, from 1973-1976, Dr. Urbina said, "It is 
about the impact that the separation of Texas from Mexico 
had on the Mexican nation.'' 

National University of Mexico scholar Dr. Hector 
Diaz translated Dr. Urbina's dissertation into Spanish. Dr. 
Diaz felt that once it was translated into Spanish it could 
be more widely read by history students in univen.ity li
braries throughout Mexico. Dr. Diaz then wrote Dr. Urbina 
for copyright pennission to publish it. 

Dr. Enrique Garcia Moises, dean of the National 
School of Professional Studies at Mexico City, also wrote 
Dr. Urbina a letter urging that the book be published so 
that it could be made required reading for postgradute 
students seeking to do graduate work in the United States. 

Dr. Urbina is one of the original f1cully members 
hired by COM during the first year of its6xisteaco in 1967. 

• 

Reflecting on his (30-year) teaching history at COM, 
Dr. Urbina said: "Although I am a research historian at 
bean, I enjoy the emphasis on the teaching-learning pro
cess here at COM, for it enables my students, as well as 
myself, to •iscover the beauty of understanding the col
lective human experiences of the past as a foundation for 
devising strategies to improve the present." 

Dr. Urbina received a bachelor of arts in history from 
Howard Payne College, Brownwood, in 1962; a master 
of 3rts in Latin American Studies from the University of 
Texas, Austin, in 196'7; and a doctorate in history from 
the University of Texas at Austin in 1976. He was awarded 
·a doctor of jurisprudence by the University of Houston 
College of Law in 1983. This included a summer study 
program in international law at Cambridge University in 
England. 

Dr. Urbina was selected as a Scholar Diplomat by 
the U.S. Department of State in 1978. He also was cho
sen to appear in Who'.S' Who Among Hispanic Americans, 
1992; Who'.r Who in America, 1996; and just recently 
Who:. Mia in the Wsrla, 1991.· 
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Tour Alaska's wilds 
via new IMAX film 
ByMARCEDOO 
Managing Editor 

Come see herds of c.aribou thundering above you as 
they run across the Alaskan plains, see thousands of salmon 
desperately swimming upstream to spawn, watch two 
brown bears frolicking in a summer meadow. You can see 
all this and more ln the new IMAX film Alaska: Spirit of 
the Wild at the Houston Museum of Natural Science. 

The film, which opened April 12 and is narrated by 
Charlton Heston, begins with the story of how ancient 
people are believed to have crossed over a frozen 
landbridge from Siberia into Alaska searching for game. 
The landbridge was fonned at the Bering Strait when sea 
levels fell because of rapidly fonning glaciers. 

Alaska, produced by Graphic Films Corporation and 
the Houston Museum of Natural Science, shows the con
trast between the nine-month-long harsh Alaskan winter 
and the thiee-month~long summer of immense abundance. 
During the long winter the ground is covered with piles 
of snow and temperatures hover at 60 to 70 degrees be
low zero. In the vibrant summer, the land flourishes with 
lush vegetation, crystal clear water and abundant life. 

During the winter, the ice in some places is so thick 
that it looks like huge blue blocks. When the ice melts in 
the almost 90 degree weather during the summer, it gives 
birth to many lakes and streams. 

The audience experiences the booming sounds of 
chunks of ice, sometimes the size of skyscrapers, crash
ing into the sea to become icebergs. While you are still 
finnly in your chair, the camera takes you flying over miles 
of snow-covered mountains and valleys so cold and deso
late, they remain untouched by man. 

Brown bears, salmon and polar bears are among the 
most interesting animals in the film. All of these animals 

. have specific places in Alaska's food chain. Salmon are 
the prime food source for most of the animals. 

Alaska: Spirit of the Wild is an enjoyable film for all 
ages. For times, prices and directions, call the Houston 
Museum of Natural Science at (713) 639-IMAX (4629). 

First position, please 

InterCOM staff reporter Julian Riano teaches 6-
year-old Catherine Rogers the first position of 
ballet In front or the COM Fine Arts Building. 
Rlano assists Mary Niles Warren, ballet mistress, 
at her studio, Act I Conservatory of Dance in 
Texas City. Rogers was visiting the campus on a 
Reid trip with her school In Moreb. 

(Photo by Patricia Hill) 
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Jurors, not excuses, needed for duty 

Patricia 
Hill 

Citizens of the United States of America have many 
inalienable rights accorded to them by the Constitution. 
Among these are freedom of speech, religion and 
assembly. In the United States everyone is also guaran
teed the right to a trial by a jury of his or her peers. 

JurOrs are randomly selected from registered voters 
and drivers. They are suppoSCd to be fair and impartial 
and are instructed to return a verdict that is based solely 
on evidence presented during the trial. 

Most people, when faced with the loss of their 
freedom or money, prefer a jury to hear their case rather 
than a judge. In the event I am ever the defendant in a 
civil or criminal trial, I am comforted knowing that six 
or 12 individuals will decide my fate, not just one judge. 

Although I've never been selected for a jury, I have 
on several occasions answered the call to jury duty. 

On one such occasion I was 'employed in a large 
office and when my co-workers found out I had been 
summoned, 1 began to receive advice on what I could 
say that would guarantee instant disqualification. They 
all involved lies, half truths or Omissions. People seemed 
genuinely shocked that I did not plan to use such tactics. 

My supervisor stressed the fact that several dead-

lines loomed in the future and this just was not a good 
time to be absent from work. She also mentioned the 
headaches that would be involved rescheduling meet
ings. She would have preferred that I not even answer 
the summons. After all, she said, they never actually · 
arrest people for ignoring jury duty; it's just a threat 
employed to get people to show up. 

One woman who was in her 50s even told me that 
she bad never registered to vote ~~ §lie dido 't want 
to waste her time getting stuck on a jury. l3ecause of 
people like her, people are now also randomly selected 
from registered drivers, not just registered voters. I 
guess people who are determined to avoid jury duty at 
all costs now have to either drive illegally or not drive at 
all, as well as not vote. 

If the percentage of people who disregard jury duty 
or fraudulently get dismissed continues to rise, a day 
may come when the courts do actively prosecute these 
individuals. Or even worse, jury trials will be done away 
with entirely. More than just a few hours, days or weeks 
are at stake-the entire U.S. justice system is . 

Yes, mo.st everyone wants a jury to hear his or her 
case. However, many people are unwilling to return the 
favor by serving on a jury. Well that's OK. If my life and 
future are at stake, I don't want to place them in the 
han8s of a person who doesn't care or doesn't want to be 
there. Do you? 

But those' people may rethink their position if they 
ever are indicted for a crime or sued and enter a court
rbom that is empty: Empty because all the jurors had 
something better and more important to do that day. 

President Stanley praises staff for awards 
lnterCOM staff: 

The hard work of the journalism students has earned 
a very fine recognition. The Texas Intercollegiate Press 
Association, as I understand it, is a tough competition. I 
am very proud of the six winners (Bill Glenn, Rosalind 
Marshall, Rick Gilliam, Maree Doo, Lorielle Black"{ell, 
and Brad Stevenson). 

I also recognize the team work of the other students 

in producing a fine newspaper for ou~ campus. Keep up 
the good work! 
Larry L. Stanley 
President of College of the Mainland 

Editor '.S' note: lnterCOM received a similar leu~r 
praising the lnterCOM staff from Dr. Donald G. Bass, 
dean of Instruction and Student Development. 

Guidelines to use for Letters to the Editor 
lnte,COM welcomes all le11ers 10 the Editor. 

Please make let1ers brief and to the point. All letters 
should include a name and a daytime telephone number 
for verification. We reserve the right to edit all letters for 

' . 
• 

• 

length, grammar, spelling and libelous content. letters 
will be printed on a space-available basis. ~ will 
accept and publish anonymous letters providing tJrey 
have a ve~ifiable name OJ!" te~ number. 
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News/Features 

Managing Editor Maree Doo crawls across the table top in the lnterCOM newsroom in the Learning Resoun:es 
Center to get a contact sheet to decide Which pictures to have printed for the paper. Maree ls leaving loterCOM 
after three years of dedicated se"ice to move to Georgia. (Photo by Patricia HiU) 

· InterCOM bids fond farewell to editor 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

Whether we like it or not, life is full of constant 
change. And whether the staff of lnterCOM likes it or 
not, the time for Managing Editor Maree Doo to leave 
College of the Mainland has come. 

"The knowledge that I have gained from being on 
the lnterCOM staff is infinite," Maree said. "I've learned 
responsibility, the importance of accuracy, how to work 
well with a team and how to deal with tight deadlines.'' 

Maree has been on hand to witness the InterCOM's 
transition from a paper with each page pasted up by hand 
to one with each page put together on the computer screen. 
In fact Maree gave herself the illustrious title "Layout 
Goddess" on the evening the first complete page was 
printed on Walter Kessler's 14xl 7 inch large format laser 
printer. Kessler. media designer for Media Services, gen
erously allows the InterCOM staff to use this printer. 

Maree graduated from Friendswood High School in 
1993 and began attending COM that fall. She took graphic 
arts and basic courses. 

SinCC she also enjoyed writing in addition to desktop 
publishing. Maree joined the lnterCOM staff in spring 
1994 and was hired as typesetter. 

Maree took the next semester off and was named as
sistant editor when she returned in spring 1995. When 
Managing Editor Barbara Lewis graduated in May 1996, 
Maree took over as managing editor that fall. 

lnterCOM adviser and journalism professor, Astrid 
H. Lowery, said, "During the two years that Maree h9s 
been my journalism student, I've seen her grow and ma
ture tremendously." 

Maree is a layout whiz, a fast typist, a good writer 
and an even better photographer, but she has a character-

istic that one would not and should not expect to find in a 
newspaper editor. She is po~ibly one of the w(¥ld's worst 
spellers, although she insists, "I can spell the big words." 
One misspelling mishap occurred in October 1995, but 
luckily was caught before the paper was printed. In a story 
about a Halloween costume contest, Maree, when writ
ing about a psychotic bunny, typed "phycotic" bunny. 
Every time she thinks she has lived this down, someone 
resurrects the story for new staffers. 

Maree has won two awards in Texas Intercollegiate 
Press Association contests, both for page design. She re
ceived an Honorable Mention last year for editorial page 
design and this year was awarded third place for News
paper News Page Design for the December lnterCOM 
front page. 

This is Marce's last semester at COM. She plans to 
move to Cairo, Ga., this summer and live with a cousin. 
She intends to take a year off from school and then attend 
Georgia State University, Atlanta, or Florida State Uni
versity, Tallahassee. 

While attending classes parMime at COM 3.nd put
ting in the long hours required for InterCOM, Maree also 
worked a full-time job at Houston Camera Repair in Clear 
Lake. "I have to work full-tin:ie to support my part-time 
school," she explained. 

Lowery said, "She has shown tremendous leadership 
and has become very responsible, accepting long hours 
as part of the job." I will miss her very much, but, I am 
happy for this new opportunity for her." 

Maree is excited about the future, but also will miss 
the newspaper, especially Lowery. "Astrid has been more 
than just a teacher; she has been a friend and confidante. 

"Although Astrid can be very demanding, I feel that 
it makes us stronger students and gives us an understand
ing of the rules of journalism and being a reporter." 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Early detection vital 
in breast cancer cure 
ByMARCEDOO 
Managing Editor 

Breast cancer is the most common fonn of cancer in 
women, according to the National Cancer Institute. It also 
causes the most deaths in women under 50 in the western 
world, said Kathleen Pritchard, head of oncology ·at 
Toronto-Sunnybrook Regional Cancer Center in Canada. 

Pritchard was quoted in an article in the April 2 Na
tional Cancer Institute Journal, republished on the Internet. 
The article indicated that one in nine wOmen will develop 
breast cancer and some 184,300 women nationwide are 
expected to be diagnosed with breast cancer this year. 

With these statistics glaring women in the face, the 
need to get regular checkups to detect cancer is impera
tive. A diagnosis of cancer is not the catastrophe it once 
was, and more women are cured today then ever before. 
However, rather than focusing 9nly on curing cancer some 
doctors are working-on ways to reduce the risk of cancer 
and have discovered ways of possibly preventing it. Di
ets low in fat and high in carbohydrates, for instance, have 
been shown to help reduce the risk of breast cancer. 

Before we understand how to prevent this cancer, 
however, we need to understand the disease and how it 
develops in the breast. 

The female breast is made up of sections called Jobes, 
which are divided into smaller sections called lobules, 
the National Cancer Institute explained in "What is Breast 
Cancer" published on the institute 's Web page. The lobes 
and lobules are connected by mammarian ducts, where 
breast cancer most commonly begins. 

It can also begin in the lobes or lobules, ·hence the 
name lobular carcinoma. Normal cells reproduce them
selves at a set rate, but due to a defect (the inherited de
fect can be genetic and has been found on chromosome 
17 called BRAC 1 ), cancerous cells reproduce at a rapid 
rate pushing other cells out of the way, or causing the 
nonnal cells to also rapidly reproduce. Oftentimes the can
cerous cells group together and form tumors, dense ti:,sue 
made up of more numerous cells than in normal tissues. 
The tumors may be malignant or benign. 

Now that we understand the disease; we need to un
derstand how certain conditions can cause breast cancer, 
what steps need to be taken after the can~r is diagnosed 
and how to reduce the risk of getting the disease. 

Breast cancer can be influenced by various factors 
affecting the female body, such the age a woman begins 
menses, the age she gives birth for the first time, whether 
or not she breast feeds, whether she is obese (a woman 
With more fat is more likely to develop breast cancer) and 
how physically active she is. This was reported in "Causes 
of Breast Cancer" in the American Cancer Society Jour
nal, reprinted on the Internet. 

The leading cause of breast cancer, according to the 
National Cancer Institute ·is having the genetic defect gene: 
BRAC 1. The second cause is having dense breasts. Breast 
density is measured by the ampunt of fibrous tissue com
pared to fat in the breast.' Dense breasts have more tissue 
than fat. Women with dense breasts are four-to-six times 
more likely to develop malignant lumps in the breast. 

A study completed by Dr. Norman Boyd of the 
Ontario Cancer Institute in Toronto found that a diet low 
in fat and high in carbohydrate intake can reduce the den
sity of fibrous breasts. A woman should eat less meat and 
poultry and more grains, fruits and vegetables. A diet based 
on plants and high in fiber, low in fat and calories, vita
mins and minerals helps decrease the risk of breast can
cer, according to the American Cancer Society. 

The American Cancer Society offers the following 
guidelines to help prevent breast cancer: avoid obesity; 
cut down on fat intake; eat more high fiber foods (includ
ing foods rich in Vitamin A and C); eat foods from the 
mustard plant family, such as cabbage;;, watercress and 
mustard greens; limit consumption of salt-cured and 

See Diet Page 5 
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Improve baseball's act 
' ... and they will come' 
Continued from Page 8----------
an error, there would be a deduction of perhaps $500 or 
so for each of these lapses of concentration. 

Every position would have built-in opportunities to 
add to that player's base salary. 

Don't think a batter wouldn't break his neck trying 
to reach first base knowing that each hit would bring extra 
take~home pay, If he brings in a runner to score, sacri
fices a runner, hits a home run, turns a single into a double, 
or steals a base, he will also add to his paycheck. In short, 
anything positive a player does for his team will result in 
more take-home pay. This means fans will be seeing a 
better brand of baseball, and that in itself should make 
the already high price of admission more acceptable. 

The total effect of such a plan should result in more 
hustle, more dedication and ~ strong interest on the part 
of each player to do the best job possible on the field. No 
more giving up on making a play, mental lapses that lose 
games and sloppy work that turns off fans who see wasted 
dollars, going to players w,bo should be doing a better job., 

Legendary shortstop Ozzie Smith, a long-time St. 
Louis Cardinal, said on a recent broadcast, "A player's 
responsibility is to make sure he's giving his best effort 
every day." By having their pocketbooks put on the line, 
I believe players would respond to this pay system. and 
the owners would benefit by fielding a more marketable 
product, thereby bringing more fans to watch the games. 

We all know that a lot of work has to go into restor
ing the game to its rightful place in our entertainment spec
trum. I finnly believe the owners, the players, the com
missioner and the fans must make the collective effort to 
view all the existing problems and unselfishly make the 
needed adjustments to bring our game back in line. 

After al~. we owe this to ourselves and to our chil
~ dren ... and m~ybe just a little bit to old Abner D. 

lnterCOM, May 1997, Page 9 

COM choral director and music professor,James Heffel (center),joios sevenl of his Studio Group singers in a 
rendition of "Here's That Rainy Day" by K.K. Elderbush. Jenna Contenta (front left), Jason Gravitt, Heffel, 
Relana Gerami and Miriam Harolds sing to a packed Recital Hall, In back other Studio members listen. They are 
(from left) Elaine Barclay, Marc Bowers, Mark Cox, Rick Muirhead and Hamilton Boyd. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

COM ensembles present Spring Concert 
By MARCE ·ooo 
Managing Editor 

The COM Singers and the Studio Group presented 
their Spring Concert to a packed College of the Mainland 
Recital Hall April 23. 

The COM Singers opened with an Italian piece, "III 
bell'umore," that means "I want to be happy." James 
Heffel directed the group through a variety of songs, three 
a capella number&, and tlt,oe..accot11pafltlli. by M.J. 
Milford on the piano. 

The second half of the concert featured the 
Studio Group, which opened with "I Hear Mu-

companied them on piano. 
In a rare performance, Heffel joined several Studio 

Group members in a renditiqnof"Here'sThat Rainy Day." 
The group ended the concert With an enthusiastic arrange
ment of "Rock Around the Fifties," a medley of '50stunes. 

Heffel was pleased with both gro~ps' concert perfor
mances as well as the work they have done in the class
room. "Continuallr both of these groups are getting bet
ter and better," he said. The longer they perform together 
11,e,,_. tlw:y -011der&taod tlie need for ox<ellell<C-

Work oo More than your Tan lb~ Summer •.• 
Toke a cla&s in the 

sic." They accompanied their modern numbers 
with choreographed moves. Studio Group 
member Jason Jonte played drums for the group 
on some numbers while Jovan Hernandez ac-

School of Business and Public Administration 

COM guitar virtuoso thrills audience 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 

· Photography Editor . 

Strains of Bach drifted through the Fine Arts 
Building April 22 as Mark Moore made his guitar 

Mark Moore, COM guitar instructor, entertains 
the audience during his solo classical recital in the 
Fine Arts Building April 22. 

' .. (Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 

' 

gently weep, sing and rejoice through a classical 
guit.ir recital. Moore, College of the Mainland clas
sical guitar instructor, performed during College 
Hour to an enthusiastic and appreciative audience. 

After a brief welcome to the audience, Moore 
began the recital with a piece written by Luis Milan 
in the early 1500s and progressed to an accom
plished rendition of a suite by Johann Sebastian 
Bach, originally written for the cello. 

To give a time frame for the next selection, 
Moore told the audience that the composer, Mauro 
Giuliani, was a contemporary of Shakespeare. In 
this playful and lighthearted sonata, which de
manded plenty of fancy fingerv10rk on the fretboard, 
the medieval rhythms created- a romantic atmo
sphere in the Fine Arts Recital Hall. 

In introducing the next pieces, by Francisce 
Tarrega, Moore said, "Tarrega, a Spanish composer, 
wrote a lot o~gems for the guitar, and these are three 
of my favorites." The last of the pieces, "Recuerdos 
de la Alhambra," featured a technique called 
tremelo; the guitarist's answer to sustaining a note. 
This poignant and moody effect \was used to simu
late sounds of the witer fountains in the Alhambra, 
a Moorish palace in Granada, Spain. 

The last two pieces were composed by Isaac 
Albeniz, who lived in Spain around the same time 
as Tarrega, Moore explained, about 100 years ago. 

Because of his other performing and teaching 
commitments, this will be Moore's last semester 
teaching at c;'OM. '. ., ( ., ,. . . ' 

• 

The SUOllllet Session begins JWie 2. 
Choose from lhese courses and many olhers: 

Required Courses for Undergraduate Business Prog.ams 
• Management Theory & Practice 

• Infonnation S)'lems for Management 
• Principles of Marketing • Business Ftnance 

• Money & Banking • Managerial Accounting • Statistics 

General Interest and Electives 
• Environmental Emergency Planning 

• Business Ethics through Ftlm • Texas Consumer Law 
• International Politics • Career Planning 

Fall classes begin August 23. Prospective gradw,te students shoold 
take lheJune 21 GMAT and submit a UHCL applicalion and all 
required documents by the August I deadline. 

For a free catalog and Class Schedule call the Summer Session Hotline 
at (281) 283-2520, Option I. 

University of Houston Ii Clear Lake 
2700 Bay Area Boulevard • Houston IX 77058-1098 
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Sports/Arts 

COM's first flag football tournament 

The winning team of COM's first flag football tournament held April 8 is pictured above in action. The 
tournament was held on the COM rootball Bekl behind the Tecboical/Vocatiooal Building. Below are the 
proud members of the winning team (back, from left) Jason Gravitt, Larry McCorkle, Robbie Desanto, Jesse 
Steelbacb and (front) Jason Clark. (Photos by Maryann Urick) 

Lecturer speaks frankly about AIDS 
By JULIAN RIANO 
Staff Reporter 

When she was diagnosed seven years ago, doctors 
said she would be dead in two years. But with today's 
modem medicines and treatments, people are living many 

"I ' m eventually going to die from this disease," said years longer. However, Bouse has only been taking AIDS 
Darlene Bouse, who has AIDS. medications for the last year. She explained that AIDS 

Bouse was guest speaker at the Reality of Sex pre- affects people differently and one person may die within 
sentation on AIDS held at College of the Mainland in the a year while another may stay healthy for 10 years or more. 

· Leaming Resources Center Auditorium April I. The COM "The gay community has gotten their act together. 
Student Activities Board sponsored the event. It 's the straight people that still haven't buckled down," 

A frequent speaker, Bouse, who belongs to the Coast- Bouse said,_adding that AIDS is spreading rapidly among 
line Organization of People with AIDS/HIV, talks frankly African-Americans, Hispanics and people ages 13-21, 
about her experience with this deadly disease."! don ' t care Of all the reponed HIV and AIDS cases in Texas, 40 
where the disease came from," Bouse said of the origin percent are in Galveston, Braroria and Harris counties. 
of AIDS, "I just want to help people." "What's scarier is.that many people don't get checked for 

The speaker was an employee at University of Texas STDs (sexually transmitted diseases) because they don 't 
Medical Branch at Galveston until doctors advised her to think that they can catch the disease or Would rather not 
radically change her lifestyle. Her doctors told her to eat know (if they have it)," Bouse said. She added that people 
right, exercise, get enough sleep and avoid stress to pre- who knowingly have sex even though they have AIDS or 
serve her immune system. the HIV virus, can be tried for first degree murder. 

Bouse was infected with the HIV virus when she was Bouse wrapped up the presentation with a discussion 
41 after having unprotected sex once with her boyfriend. on condoms. Men should use only latex condoms. 
"It only takes one time," she warned the audience. Her Spermicide does add protection, she said, and if a person 
meaning was clear: Don't have unprotected sex. uses a lubricant, it should not be an oil-based one. Oil 

She now has full-blown AIDS. "I made a mistake will cause the latex to break down. Also, it 's not safe to 
and now I have to face the consequences," Bouse said. carry condoms around in one's pocket or wallet as body 
"It'~ not God's p~nis~~ent, ~cause~~~~~ babiies are , , . , ~eat ,£?at cause them to break. down. She emp~t1siz~~ .. ,l 
intiectooncry day/' .. ~ ~ • · • • • , ... •· ~ ,. • "~ .. · ., • ·· • · • .. · -person-also should always check the expiration 'date. ' ' · 

• 

• 
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Baseball aims for 
more fan support 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff' Repurter 

Editors note: This is the third part of a three-part series 
dealing with baseball, our national pastime. Part I (Feb
ruary issue) described the entertaining aspect of the game 
during the '40s and '50s. Part fl (March/April issue) de
scribed the depths major league baseball has descended 
to, and Part Ill deals with the authors viewofwh,at might 
be done to save the game and bring the fans back" to the 
ballparks. 

Old Abner Doubleday, often credited with being the 
father of modern-day baseball, might well be looking 
down from that great diamond in the sky and wonder what 
the future of his game holds for the fans of today. 

The current era of labor disputes, wallet-wrenching 
players' salaries and expenses for the owners, unruly play
ers, teams that abandon their home fields and goodness 
knows what else, dictates that something must be done to 
save the game. 

A place to start, it seems to me, would be to replace 
baseball's acting Commissioner Bud Selig with a strong 
visionary who could relate to the needs of the fans, the 
owners and the players. This person should be able to 
seek out and digest these needs, and dispense the neces
sary rulings and innovations that are in the best interest 
of the overall game. 

By means of a recent decision, the owners and the 
commissioner are seeking to improve the game this sea
son by introducing inter-league play. Though this might 
be considered a start, a reponer wrote in a recent Associ
ated Press article datelined New York City, that only 54 
percent of the fans questioned said it was a change for the 
better. Clearly, better suggestions are needed. 

Kevin Lueb, a sports writer for the Galveston County 
Daily News, mentioned in a recent anicle that the fans 
want to see more home runs; therefore, he suggested that 
the ballpark fences be moved in. This should bring in the 
fans because with a smaller park, more home runs would 
be hit. There is, however, the danger that the opposing 
teams could take advantage of this situation. Our loyal 
hometown fans could profit from extra home runs by vir
tue of the moved-in fences, but they could also be victim
ized as a result. 

The hard, bottom-line fact is that the fans need to be 
enticed back to the stands in a positive manner. I see the 
need for not_only strong, positive s~tements from the own
ers but also actions that would benefit the fans. The ex
cessive $4 parking charge at our Dome turns the fans off 
even before they lake their seats. 1 call for management 
to make a big showing of their concern ·ror the fans by 
reducing this to a more livable amount. 

Now for the biggie: The players have a big task in 
atoning for all the sins of their actions in the past. They 
must realize that their astronomic~! salaries need to be 
both analyzed and completely justified. Houston Chronicle 
writer Alan Truex points out in a recent article that the 
average salary for major league players jumped 17 per
cent from last year. The average salary for a major leaguer 
now is Sl.37 million, and this doesn;t sit too well with 
middle-class America. 

I propose the following: each major league player in 
every position would be given a base salary. This would 
be decided by a committee of the players. Let's say that 
they decided that the position of pitcher is vital to the 
game. His efforts should be rewarded above his base sal
ary for every· glme he wins. That's why he was hired in 
the first place. Maybe he should receive a bonus of as 
much as $10,000 for each winning game he pitches. You 
bet he would do his very best to stay in condition aild 
hone his skills so he could add to his base salary. If he 
walks a man, throws a wild pitch, hits a batter or commits 

''.·,/1· ~J'J I • .t·!, ,-.' 
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Diet, exercise may aid 
in breast cancer fight 

New proce.ss technology club forms at COM 

Continued from Page 41-----------
smoked foods; and keep alcohol consumption moderate. 

The Otganization of Process Technology Students 
held its first meeting April 10 in the College of the 
Mlinl!llld Leaming ROSOllrce, Center Auditorium. 

OPTS founders and p;;.Tech students Marvin C. 
Byrlrett and Eric J. Freibott le\! the meeting. The club 
giV¢sJhim$riy l'-'fecb st~,,s a voi~ on CiJR~· 

Topi<:S dlscus$ed included the availability of place-

ment infonnatica, ways to disseminate job inform•· 
lion to >1udents and. possible workshops. These I"!>' 
posed Wotk6hops Wlli be QO job inlervio\Ving techs 
niques, ........., rev;.ws and job fairs. 

Officer electiooswcre discussed. but final nomi.
Aation ci>ltfinnatkms Wtre: to tie ~lved aphe next 

· · meeting, Mt for ApriJJO. · 

According to the American Institute of Cancer Re
search, phytochemicals (chemicals produced by plants) 
in foods help protect against breast cancer. Foods rich in 
phytochemicals include apples, artichokes, barley, beets, 
beans, broccoli and brussels sprouts. 

"Our data suggests that women whO are physically 
active for one to three hours a week could reduce the risk 
of breast cancer by about 30 percent," said Leslie 
Bernstein, a breast cancer expert at University of South
ern California. She was quoted in an article on the Co
lumbia Healthcare Corporation Website, Breast Cancer: 

Women taking stand against battering 

Risk/actors, Prevention and News, by Audry Silver, RN. 
This study was done on premenopallsal women rather 

than postmenopausaJ women. It should also have been 
done on postmenopausal women because they are more 
likely· to develop breast cancer, Silver explained. How
ever, the original study did prove that exercise reduces 
the frequency of a women's periods and the less frequent 
the periods, the lower the risk of breast cancer. 

No matter what a woman tries to do to prevent breast 
cancer, she is still at risk for the disease. Early detection 
of breast cancer can make a cure more likely. Because 
cancerous tumors in the breasts can grow rapidly, frequent 
examinations are crucial to catching cancer at an early 
stage when it can be more easily cured. Regular 
mammograms ensure that breast cancer ~n be caught 
early enough to allow for a complete cure. 

"Our most important tools for early detection of breast 
cancer are screening, mammography, and self-examina
tion," explained Dr. John D. Hainsworth an onocologist 
with the Sarah Cannon Cancer Center in Nashville, Tenn. 

Through diet, excercise and early mammograms a 
woman can reduce her rlsk of breast cancer. If, however, 
a woman is diagnosed with bi-east cancer, there are a num
ber of steps she can take to combat the disease. 

In recent years much more attention has been focused 
on breast cancer. As a result there is a heightened aware
ness of breast cancer among women. Because of this 
awareness, more and more women are being diagnosed 
early and cured. 

By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

"A spaniel, a woman and a hickory tree, the more ye 
beat them, the better they be." So says an old English 
proverb. 

Throughout history the abuse of women by husbands 
or intimate partners has been allowed, even encouraged. 
Until the very recent past, women in the United States 
were considered the property of men. They still are in 
much of the world. Men were allowed to treat that prop
erty any way they wished. 

In her book, Getting Free, Ginny NiCarthy explains 
how and why the abuse of women became, if not publicly 
accepted, at least quietly tolerated by society. She explains 
how "in British common law. husbands were authorized 
to chastise their wives with any 'reasonable instrument.'" 
NiCarthy continues, .. later the law was modified so that 
men could beat their wives so long as the weapon was no 
thicker than a man's thumb-which is ho~ the phrase 'rule 
of thumb' came into use." 

Since U.S. laws are based on British common law, a 
husband's right to discipline his wife was retained in U.S. 
laws. Only since the early '70s have major changes in 
attitude and laws occurred in the United States. 

Ni(:arthy write1: ''We have begun to recognize the 
problem and to talk about it out loud; to understand that 
the victim neither asks for it, nor wants it, nor deserves it; 
to assign responsibility to the person who is violent; to 
support a woman who wants to prosecute and who chooses 
to leave a violent man." 

NiCarthy claims that between 25 and.SO percent of 

COM's first float debuts in TC rebirth parade 

j~)JJJ ()'J ,[,~ 
(l:li l JrUJI d 

Children from the Child Development Lab ride on COM's float In the Texas City Rebirth Celebration 
Parade held April 18. The theme of the Ooat was movie and storybook characters. The float, the first COM 
has ever built was a collaborative effort of the COM Theater, Welding and Futures (Child Development 
Lab) teams. The children's parents and teachers rode on the float with them. (Photo by Murny Getz) 

• 
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women will be physically abused by at least one man they 
have an intimate relationship with. 

Ann Jones, in her book Next Time, She'll be Dead, 
writes: "A few years ago the FBI reported that in the 
United States a man beats a woman every 18 seconds. By 
1989 it was 15 seconds, now it is 12 seconds." 

In the May '% issue of the journal, Social Work,, 
Linda Mills reports, "Each year in the U.S. at least 2 mil
lion women of all races and classes are battered by a 
spouse or intimate partner." She also gives the shocking 
statistic that battery by a spouse or lover is the single most 
common reason for women to visit hospital emergency 
rooms. These. exceed visits for childbirth, automobile ac
cidents, muggings and all other medical ,emergencies. 

Why do men batter or abuse the women they claim 
to love? There isn't a simple answer. NiCanhy lists a nwn
ber of reasons: stress; society's permission to beat a 

woman; mimicking of violent parents; interpersonal 
struggles; or a way to conquer feelin&f of anger, vulner
ab~lity, powerlessness and inadequacy. 

Why does a woman stay with I man who abµ.ses her? 
It is out of fear for her life and her children's lives. When 
a woman is continually abused or lives with the threat of 
abuse, she believes her abuser if he threatens to take her 
life should she leave him. Often that fear comes true; the 
woman leaves and the abuser finds and kills her. 

"Although more than 16 percent of the whole popu
lation never marries, the myth persists that ev·ery woman 
must have a man." NiCanhy writes "Because of this myth 
women may stay in a bad relationship out of fear they 
may not be able to attract or keep another man." 

Another reason for a woman to stay in an abusive 
relationship is fear of poverty. When a woman has never 
worked or only worked minimum wage jobs, the fear of 
having to support herself and her children can be over
whelming. This is true especially if the woman's self-es
teem has been destroyed by being systematically and con
tinually told how worthless she is. 

Even if a woman overcomes these fears and leaves, 
the abuser will attempt to cajole her into staying with 
apologies and promises. 

"She may be faced with the abusive man at his most 
irresistible," NiCarthy explains. '"l'm on my knees ask
ing forgiveness .. .' If you really loved me, you'd forgive 
and trust me .. .' In a few sentences he can ·trigger the 
woman's addictive love, her guilt, her concern for him, 
her hopefulness, an idea that it would be wrong_ to tum 
her back on him just as he's finaJly really ready to change.'' 
The woman then stays out of guilt and the hope thauhis 
time he means it. 

How do we .stop the abuse? 
"For the first time in history, women as a group are 

saying 'NO!' to battering," NiCarthy writes. Whether it 
is through legal and police procedures, through cou~sel
ing, or through shelters, the first step is letting women 
know they do not have to accept abuse. 

Every year the laws against domestic abuse are get
ting stricter and law enforcement officials, who histori
cally didn't take spousal or domestic abuse seriously, are 
being forced to do so. Better, cheaper and more acces
sible counseling is now being provided for battered 
women. Shelters also are more plentiful now and can of
fer women 24-hour protection and care. 

Women in Galveston County who are the victims of 
abuse can find help at the Women's Crisis Center of 
Galveston County. The center operates a 24-hour hotline 
and can o·ffCJ' women safe shelter and counseling. Their 

· , · hotline-number is"(4!l9) 948•HE1c.P(4357). 
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In erCOM Production 

Th Beginning 
As y hold this newspaper in your hands, you may 

not realiz the weeks of preparation, assembly and pro
duction n cessary to achieve this finished product. The 
student s aff members in the lnterCOM newsroom 
would lik to show you the process involved in putting 
together issue of our award-winning College of the 
Mainland student paper, 

Obvi usly the first step is brainstorming to come 
up with :st ry ideas. Once stories are completed and the 
inch cou s are known, production week starts. Staff 
members ust put in extra hours to convert all the pre
viously p uced components into the newspaper dur
ing this i tensive week. This usually includes at least 
one Satur ay and most evenings. The saying goes, many 
hands ma e light work, but sometimes it is left to a 
faithful f 

More is inv4il.ved in creating a newspaper than writ
ing -storie and taking photos, however. 

Reporte Julian Ria no 
inte • ews Michelle 

Baltaza (sitting left), 
while K Hy Giamalva 

waits er tum to be 
inclu ed in Riano's 

sto assignment, 
"Peopl Speak Out." 

Rosa nd Marshall, 
photo raphy editor, 

takes th ir picture ror 
the st ry. Reporters 

begin e ract-finding 
process ght after the 

budg is completed 
and they ave received 

thei story assign
ments. 

(Photo by 
Patricia HUI) 

The first step in 
producing the 
lnterCOM newspaper 
is the writing of a list, 
or budget of stories, 
which will eventually 
be the contents of the 
next issue. The budget, 
which is written on the 
white wallboard, 
COnsists of stories, 
photos and What's 

. Happenings (promos 
for f'utu~ events). 
Reporter Lorielle 
Blackwell finishes the 
What's Happening list 
on the board. 
(Photo by Maree Doo) 

InterCOM staff member Murray Getz checks the first draft of the InterCOM front page 
for mistakes. The first printed copy of the paper has already been edited several times. 
InterCOM adviser, Astrid H. Lowery, goes through each story checking ror typos, gram
mar, accuracy, spelling and newspaper style, · (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

Each article is measured and given an inch count. 
The inch count is needCd to detennine where the story 
can be placed on the page. PhotQ!i, are also measured 
and cropped (adjusted to the appropriate size) as nec
essary to fit in to the posistion it is given. 

Next comes the stage which. some people love, 
some hate, but everyone finds chaltengin: Headlines. 
A headline needs to summarize the story, entice the 
reader, be a precise length, have a subject and verb 
and be specific. Thirty-odd headlines later, the 
wordsmiths have been separated from the boys. 

Cutlines, also known as captions, are written for 
each photograph The cutline gives the who, what, 
when, where, why, and how of the photograph and the 
name of the photographer. 

When headlines prove too difficult, staff members 
take. a break from headline writing to edit "copy," a 
printout of all the stories going into the paper. 

Professor Astrid H. Lowery takes a break from editing to answer Rosalind Marshall's 
que5tion concerning the selection of a photo while Assistant Editor Patricia Hill waits 
for Lowery to finish. When choosing photos f'rom contact sheets, attention must be 
aiven to lighting, subject and print quality. (Photo by Maree Doo) 

Photos, Layout 
and Text by 
MarceDoo 
Patricia Hill 

Rosalind Marshall 

To design the layout 9f each page, a "dummy".or mock-up 
is drawn. Reporters Jim Park (left) and Murray Getz work 
together to place stories, photos and headlines on Pages 8 
and 9. (Photo by Maree Doo) 

Maree Doo (front 
right), Astrid Lowery 
( center) and Marcus 
Wharton lay printed 

pages onto layout Oats 
(large sheets with a 

blueprint type grid). 
The flats are taped 

onto light tables which 
illuminate the guide

lines to ensure that 
copy is aligned 

correctly. The com
puter pages are coated 
with a sticky wax and 

placed onto the Oats in 
their final positions. 

(Photo by 
Patricia Hill) 

• 

Managing Editor Maree Doo (at computer) answers a question about layout ror Patricia HIil and 
Jim Park. Oace the stories are finished, th~ headlines and photo capdoas written, photos sized 
and dummied (plaaned out on a type of blue print), the typesetter takes all these elements and 

, , , , , i,,,u.i.jlH: .,...,._ pages. ,c,' ,.,. , , , • (l'loi>lo by Roallnd Marshall) 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

Jose Galvan (left), Maree Doo (center) and Michelle Hill deliver the 
rreshly printed InterCOMs to various sites throughout the campus. The 
last step of production is distributing the newspapers. 

(Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 

Dr. Janith Stephenson (left) stops by the joumali~m class
room to compliment staff members and adviser Astrid H. 
Lowery on the March/April issue. Staff inembers are pleased 
when all their bard work and long hours an recognized by 
readers. (Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 

The End 
After a week of production and a month of planning, the 

paper is ready to be put to bed. The flats, photographs and any 
advertisements are put into a large box and taken to the printer. 
Overnight, weeks of hard work and frayed nerves are transformed 
into the lnterCOM. · 

The student newspaper is always looking for fresh faces and 
ideas. Anyone with a flair for writing or just an interest in writ
ing can sign up for journalism and join the lnterCOM team. 

COMM 1307 will meet Mondays-Fridays from 9 a.m.- noon 
in summer session I, which begins June 2. The beginning class 
is pooled with the advanced classes, but ·only in the summer. 

In the fall COMM 1307 meets Mondays and Wednesdays 
9:30 a.m.-12:20 p.m.All classes, to include summer classes, must 
be accompanied with the lab, COMM 1129. 

Experienced writers may, with the profes.sor's approval, en
roll in COMM 2305, Copy Editing and Production, which meets 
Mondays and Wednesdays from 11 a.m.-1:50 p.m. in the fall. 

No journalism experience is necessaiy for COMM 1307 and 
enrollment guarantees-a place onrthe lnterCOM staff. 
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Sports/Arts 

COM's first flag football tournament 

The winning team of COM's first flag football tournament held April 8 is pictured above in action. The 
tournament was held on the COM rootball Bekl behind the Tecboical/Vocatiooal Building. Below are the 
proud members of the winning team (back, from left) Jason Gravitt, Larry McCorkle, Robbie Desanto, Jesse 
Steelbacb and (front) Jason Clark. (Photos by Maryann Urick) 

Lecturer speaks frankly about AIDS 
By JULIAN RIANO 
Staff Reporter 

When she was diagnosed seven years ago, doctors 
said she would be dead in two years. But with today's 
modem medicines and treatments, people are living many 

"I ' m eventually going to die from this disease," said years longer. However, Bouse has only been taking AIDS 
Darlene Bouse, who has AIDS. medications for the last year. She explained that AIDS 

Bouse was guest speaker at the Reality of Sex pre- affects people differently and one person may die within 
sentation on AIDS held at College of the Mainland in the a year while another may stay healthy for 10 years or more. 

· Leaming Resources Center Auditorium April I. The COM "The gay community has gotten their act together. 
Student Activities Board sponsored the event. It 's the straight people that still haven't buckled down," 

A frequent speaker, Bouse, who belongs to the Coast- Bouse said,_adding that AIDS is spreading rapidly among 
line Organization of People with AIDS/HIV, talks frankly African-Americans, Hispanics and people ages 13-21, 
about her experience with this deadly disease."! don ' t care Of all the reponed HIV and AIDS cases in Texas, 40 
where the disease came from," Bouse said of the origin percent are in Galveston, Braroria and Harris counties. 
of AIDS, "I just want to help people." "What's scarier is.that many people don't get checked for 

The speaker was an employee at University of Texas STDs (sexually transmitted diseases) because they don 't 
Medical Branch at Galveston until doctors advised her to think that they can catch the disease or Would rather not 
radically change her lifestyle. Her doctors told her to eat know (if they have it)," Bouse said. She added that people 
right, exercise, get enough sleep and avoid stress to pre- who knowingly have sex even though they have AIDS or 
serve her immune system. the HIV virus, can be tried for first degree murder. 

Bouse was infected with the HIV virus when she was Bouse wrapped up the presentation with a discussion 
41 after having unprotected sex once with her boyfriend. on condoms. Men should use only latex condoms. 
"It only takes one time," she warned the audience. Her Spermicide does add protection, she said, and if a person 
meaning was clear: Don't have unprotected sex. uses a lubricant, it should not be an oil-based one. Oil 

She now has full-blown AIDS. "I made a mistake will cause the latex to break down. Also, it 's not safe to 
and now I have to face the consequences," Bouse said. carry condoms around in one's pocket or wallet as body 
"It'~ not God's p~nis~~ent, ~cause~~~~~ babiies are , , . , ~eat ,£?at cause them to break. down. She emp~t1siz~~ .. ,l 
intiectooncry day/' .. ~ ~ • · • • • , ... •· ~ ,. • "~ .. · ., • ·· • · • .. · -person-also should always check the expiration 'date. ' ' · 

• 
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Baseball aims for 
more fan support 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff' Repurter 

Editors note: This is the third part of a three-part series 
dealing with baseball, our national pastime. Part I (Feb
ruary issue) described the entertaining aspect of the game 
during the '40s and '50s. Part fl (March/April issue) de
scribed the depths major league baseball has descended 
to, and Part Ill deals with the authors viewofwh,at might 
be done to save the game and bring the fans back" to the 
ballparks. 

Old Abner Doubleday, often credited with being the 
father of modern-day baseball, might well be looking 
down from that great diamond in the sky and wonder what 
the future of his game holds for the fans of today. 

The current era of labor disputes, wallet-wrenching 
players' salaries and expenses for the owners, unruly play
ers, teams that abandon their home fields and goodness 
knows what else, dictates that something must be done to 
save the game. 

A place to start, it seems to me, would be to replace 
baseball's acting Commissioner Bud Selig with a strong 
visionary who could relate to the needs of the fans, the 
owners and the players. This person should be able to 
seek out and digest these needs, and dispense the neces
sary rulings and innovations that are in the best interest 
of the overall game. 

By means of a recent decision, the owners and the 
commissioner are seeking to improve the game this sea
son by introducing inter-league play. Though this might 
be considered a start, a reponer wrote in a recent Associ
ated Press article datelined New York City, that only 54 
percent of the fans questioned said it was a change for the 
better. Clearly, better suggestions are needed. 

Kevin Lueb, a sports writer for the Galveston County 
Daily News, mentioned in a recent anicle that the fans 
want to see more home runs; therefore, he suggested that 
the ballpark fences be moved in. This should bring in the 
fans because with a smaller park, more home runs would 
be hit. There is, however, the danger that the opposing 
teams could take advantage of this situation. Our loyal 
hometown fans could profit from extra home runs by vir
tue of the moved-in fences, but they could also be victim
ized as a result. 

The hard, bottom-line fact is that the fans need to be 
enticed back to the stands in a positive manner. I see the 
need for not_only strong, positive s~tements from the own
ers but also actions that would benefit the fans. The ex
cessive $4 parking charge at our Dome turns the fans off 
even before they lake their seats. 1 call for management 
to make a big showing of their concern ·ror the fans by 
reducing this to a more livable amount. 

Now for the biggie: The players have a big task in 
atoning for all the sins of their actions in the past. They 
must realize that their astronomic~! salaries need to be 
both analyzed and completely justified. Houston Chronicle 
writer Alan Truex points out in a recent article that the 
average salary for major league players jumped 17 per
cent from last year. The average salary for a major leaguer 
now is Sl.37 million, and this doesn;t sit too well with 
middle-class America. 

I propose the following: each major league player in 
every position would be given a base salary. This would 
be decided by a committee of the players. Let's say that 
they decided that the position of pitcher is vital to the 
game. His efforts should be rewarded above his base sal
ary for every· glme he wins. That's why he was hired in 
the first place. Maybe he should receive a bonus of as 
much as $10,000 for each winning game he pitches. You 
bet he would do his very best to stay in condition aild 
hone his skills so he could add to his base salary. If he 
walks a man, throws a wild pitch, hits a batter or commits 

''.·,/1· ~J'J I • .t·!, ,-.' 
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Diet, exercise may aid 
in breast cancer fight 

New proce.ss technology club forms at COM 

Continued from Page 41-----------
smoked foods; and keep alcohol consumption moderate. 

The Otganization of Process Technology Students 
held its first meeting April 10 in the College of the 
Mlinl!llld Leaming ROSOllrce, Center Auditorium. 

OPTS founders and p;;.Tech students Marvin C. 
Byrlrett and Eric J. Freibott le\! the meeting. The club 
giV¢sJhim$riy l'-'fecb st~,,s a voi~ on CiJR~· 

Topi<:S dlscus$ed included the availability of place-

ment infonnatica, ways to disseminate job inform•· 
lion to >1udents and. possible workshops. These I"!>' 
posed Wotk6hops Wlli be QO job inlervio\Ving techs 
niques, ........., rev;.ws and job fairs. 

Officer electiooswcre discussed. but final nomi.
Aation ci>ltfinnatkms Wtre: to tie ~lved aphe next 

· · meeting, Mt for ApriJJO. · 

According to the American Institute of Cancer Re
search, phytochemicals (chemicals produced by plants) 
in foods help protect against breast cancer. Foods rich in 
phytochemicals include apples, artichokes, barley, beets, 
beans, broccoli and brussels sprouts. 

"Our data suggests that women whO are physically 
active for one to three hours a week could reduce the risk 
of breast cancer by about 30 percent," said Leslie 
Bernstein, a breast cancer expert at University of South
ern California. She was quoted in an article on the Co
lumbia Healthcare Corporation Website, Breast Cancer: 

Women taking stand against battering 

Risk/actors, Prevention and News, by Audry Silver, RN. 
This study was done on premenopallsal women rather 

than postmenopausaJ women. It should also have been 
done on postmenopausal women because they are more 
likely· to develop breast cancer, Silver explained. How
ever, the original study did prove that exercise reduces 
the frequency of a women's periods and the less frequent 
the periods, the lower the risk of breast cancer. 

No matter what a woman tries to do to prevent breast 
cancer, she is still at risk for the disease. Early detection 
of breast cancer can make a cure more likely. Because 
cancerous tumors in the breasts can grow rapidly, frequent 
examinations are crucial to catching cancer at an early 
stage when it can be more easily cured. Regular 
mammograms ensure that breast cancer ~n be caught 
early enough to allow for a complete cure. 

"Our most important tools for early detection of breast 
cancer are screening, mammography, and self-examina
tion," explained Dr. John D. Hainsworth an onocologist 
with the Sarah Cannon Cancer Center in Nashville, Tenn. 

Through diet, excercise and early mammograms a 
woman can reduce her rlsk of breast cancer. If, however, 
a woman is diagnosed with bi-east cancer, there are a num
ber of steps she can take to combat the disease. 

In recent years much more attention has been focused 
on breast cancer. As a result there is a heightened aware
ness of breast cancer among women. Because of this 
awareness, more and more women are being diagnosed 
early and cured. 

By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

"A spaniel, a woman and a hickory tree, the more ye 
beat them, the better they be." So says an old English 
proverb. 

Throughout history the abuse of women by husbands 
or intimate partners has been allowed, even encouraged. 
Until the very recent past, women in the United States 
were considered the property of men. They still are in 
much of the world. Men were allowed to treat that prop
erty any way they wished. 

In her book, Getting Free, Ginny NiCarthy explains 
how and why the abuse of women became, if not publicly 
accepted, at least quietly tolerated by society. She explains 
how "in British common law. husbands were authorized 
to chastise their wives with any 'reasonable instrument.'" 
NiCarthy continues, .. later the law was modified so that 
men could beat their wives so long as the weapon was no 
thicker than a man's thumb-which is ho~ the phrase 'rule 
of thumb' came into use." 

Since U.S. laws are based on British common law, a 
husband's right to discipline his wife was retained in U.S. 
laws. Only since the early '70s have major changes in 
attitude and laws occurred in the United States. 

Ni(:arthy write1: ''We have begun to recognize the 
problem and to talk about it out loud; to understand that 
the victim neither asks for it, nor wants it, nor deserves it; 
to assign responsibility to the person who is violent; to 
support a woman who wants to prosecute and who chooses 
to leave a violent man." 

NiCarthy claims that between 25 and.SO percent of 

COM's first float debuts in TC rebirth parade 

j~)JJJ ()'J ,[,~ 
(l:li l JrUJI d 

Children from the Child Development Lab ride on COM's float In the Texas City Rebirth Celebration 
Parade held April 18. The theme of the Ooat was movie and storybook characters. The float, the first COM 
has ever built was a collaborative effort of the COM Theater, Welding and Futures (Child Development 
Lab) teams. The children's parents and teachers rode on the float with them. (Photo by Murny Getz) 

• 
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women will be physically abused by at least one man they 
have an intimate relationship with. 

Ann Jones, in her book Next Time, She'll be Dead, 
writes: "A few years ago the FBI reported that in the 
United States a man beats a woman every 18 seconds. By 
1989 it was 15 seconds, now it is 12 seconds." 

In the May '% issue of the journal, Social Work,, 
Linda Mills reports, "Each year in the U.S. at least 2 mil
lion women of all races and classes are battered by a 
spouse or intimate partner." She also gives the shocking 
statistic that battery by a spouse or lover is the single most 
common reason for women to visit hospital emergency 
rooms. These. exceed visits for childbirth, automobile ac
cidents, muggings and all other medical ,emergencies. 

Why do men batter or abuse the women they claim 
to love? There isn't a simple answer. NiCanhy lists a nwn
ber of reasons: stress; society's permission to beat a 

woman; mimicking of violent parents; interpersonal 
struggles; or a way to conquer feelin&f of anger, vulner
ab~lity, powerlessness and inadequacy. 

Why does a woman stay with I man who abµ.ses her? 
It is out of fear for her life and her children's lives. When 
a woman is continually abused or lives with the threat of 
abuse, she believes her abuser if he threatens to take her 
life should she leave him. Often that fear comes true; the 
woman leaves and the abuser finds and kills her. 

"Although more than 16 percent of the whole popu
lation never marries, the myth persists that ev·ery woman 
must have a man." NiCanhy writes "Because of this myth 
women may stay in a bad relationship out of fear they 
may not be able to attract or keep another man." 

Another reason for a woman to stay in an abusive 
relationship is fear of poverty. When a woman has never 
worked or only worked minimum wage jobs, the fear of 
having to support herself and her children can be over
whelming. This is true especially if the woman's self-es
teem has been destroyed by being systematically and con
tinually told how worthless she is. 

Even if a woman overcomes these fears and leaves, 
the abuser will attempt to cajole her into staying with 
apologies and promises. 

"She may be faced with the abusive man at his most 
irresistible," NiCarthy explains. '"l'm on my knees ask
ing forgiveness .. .' If you really loved me, you'd forgive 
and trust me .. .' In a few sentences he can ·trigger the 
woman's addictive love, her guilt, her concern for him, 
her hopefulness, an idea that it would be wrong_ to tum 
her back on him just as he's finaJly really ready to change.'' 
The woman then stays out of guilt and the hope thauhis 
time he means it. 

How do we .stop the abuse? 
"For the first time in history, women as a group are 

saying 'NO!' to battering," NiCarthy writes. Whether it 
is through legal and police procedures, through cou~sel
ing, or through shelters, the first step is letting women 
know they do not have to accept abuse. 

Every year the laws against domestic abuse are get
ting stricter and law enforcement officials, who histori
cally didn't take spousal or domestic abuse seriously, are 
being forced to do so. Better, cheaper and more acces
sible counseling is now being provided for battered 
women. Shelters also are more plentiful now and can of
fer women 24-hour protection and care. 

Women in Galveston County who are the victims of 
abuse can find help at the Women's Crisis Center of 
Galveston County. The center operates a 24-hour hotline 
and can o·ffCJ' women safe shelter and counseling. Their 

· , · hotline-number is"(4!l9) 948•HE1c.P(4357). 
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News/Features 

Managing Editor Maree Doo crawls across the table top in the lnterCOM newsroom in the Learning Resoun:es 
Center to get a contact sheet to decide Which pictures to have printed for the paper. Maree ls leaving loterCOM 
after three years of dedicated se"ice to move to Georgia. (Photo by Patricia HiU) 

· InterCOM bids fond farewell to editor 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

Whether we like it or not, life is full of constant 
change. And whether the staff of lnterCOM likes it or 
not, the time for Managing Editor Maree Doo to leave 
College of the Mainland has come. 

"The knowledge that I have gained from being on 
the lnterCOM staff is infinite," Maree said. "I've learned 
responsibility, the importance of accuracy, how to work 
well with a team and how to deal with tight deadlines.'' 

Maree has been on hand to witness the InterCOM's 
transition from a paper with each page pasted up by hand 
to one with each page put together on the computer screen. 
In fact Maree gave herself the illustrious title "Layout 
Goddess" on the evening the first complete page was 
printed on Walter Kessler's 14xl 7 inch large format laser 
printer. Kessler. media designer for Media Services, gen
erously allows the InterCOM staff to use this printer. 

Maree graduated from Friendswood High School in 
1993 and began attending COM that fall. She took graphic 
arts and basic courses. 

SinCC she also enjoyed writing in addition to desktop 
publishing. Maree joined the lnterCOM staff in spring 
1994 and was hired as typesetter. 

Maree took the next semester off and was named as
sistant editor when she returned in spring 1995. When 
Managing Editor Barbara Lewis graduated in May 1996, 
Maree took over as managing editor that fall. 

lnterCOM adviser and journalism professor, Astrid 
H. Lowery, said, "During the two years that Maree h9s 
been my journalism student, I've seen her grow and ma
ture tremendously." 

Maree is a layout whiz, a fast typist, a good writer 
and an even better photographer, but she has a character-

istic that one would not and should not expect to find in a 
newspaper editor. She is po~ibly one of the w(¥ld's worst 
spellers, although she insists, "I can spell the big words." 
One misspelling mishap occurred in October 1995, but 
luckily was caught before the paper was printed. In a story 
about a Halloween costume contest, Maree, when writ
ing about a psychotic bunny, typed "phycotic" bunny. 
Every time she thinks she has lived this down, someone 
resurrects the story for new staffers. 

Maree has won two awards in Texas Intercollegiate 
Press Association contests, both for page design. She re
ceived an Honorable Mention last year for editorial page 
design and this year was awarded third place for News
paper News Page Design for the December lnterCOM 
front page. 

This is Marce's last semester at COM. She plans to 
move to Cairo, Ga., this summer and live with a cousin. 
She intends to take a year off from school and then attend 
Georgia State University, Atlanta, or Florida State Uni
versity, Tallahassee. 

While attending classes parMime at COM 3.nd put
ting in the long hours required for InterCOM, Maree also 
worked a full-time job at Houston Camera Repair in Clear 
Lake. "I have to work full-tin:ie to support my part-time 
school," she explained. 

Lowery said, "She has shown tremendous leadership 
and has become very responsible, accepting long hours 
as part of the job." I will miss her very much, but, I am 
happy for this new opportunity for her." 

Maree is excited about the future, but also will miss 
the newspaper, especially Lowery. "Astrid has been more 
than just a teacher; she has been a friend and confidante. 

"Although Astrid can be very demanding, I feel that 
it makes us stronger students and gives us an understand
ing of the rules of journalism and being a reporter." 

• 
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Early detection vital 
in breast cancer cure 
ByMARCEDOO 
Managing Editor 

Breast cancer is the most common fonn of cancer in 
women, according to the National Cancer Institute. It also 
causes the most deaths in women under 50 in the western 
world, said Kathleen Pritchard, head of oncology ·at 
Toronto-Sunnybrook Regional Cancer Center in Canada. 

Pritchard was quoted in an article in the April 2 Na
tional Cancer Institute Journal, republished on the Internet. 
The article indicated that one in nine wOmen will develop 
breast cancer and some 184,300 women nationwide are 
expected to be diagnosed with breast cancer this year. 

With these statistics glaring women in the face, the 
need to get regular checkups to detect cancer is impera
tive. A diagnosis of cancer is not the catastrophe it once 
was, and more women are cured today then ever before. 
However, rather than focusing 9nly on curing cancer some 
doctors are working-on ways to reduce the risk of cancer 
and have discovered ways of possibly preventing it. Di
ets low in fat and high in carbohydrates, for instance, have 
been shown to help reduce the risk of breast cancer. 

Before we understand how to prevent this cancer, 
however, we need to understand the disease and how it 
develops in the breast. 

The female breast is made up of sections called Jobes, 
which are divided into smaller sections called lobules, 
the National Cancer Institute explained in "What is Breast 
Cancer" published on the institute 's Web page. The lobes 
and lobules are connected by mammarian ducts, where 
breast cancer most commonly begins. 

It can also begin in the lobes or lobules, ·hence the 
name lobular carcinoma. Normal cells reproduce them
selves at a set rate, but due to a defect (the inherited de
fect can be genetic and has been found on chromosome 
17 called BRAC 1 ), cancerous cells reproduce at a rapid 
rate pushing other cells out of the way, or causing the 
nonnal cells to also rapidly reproduce. Oftentimes the can
cerous cells group together and form tumors, dense ti:,sue 
made up of more numerous cells than in normal tissues. 
The tumors may be malignant or benign. 

Now that we understand the disease; we need to un
derstand how certain conditions can cause breast cancer, 
what steps need to be taken after the can~r is diagnosed 
and how to reduce the risk of getting the disease. 

Breast cancer can be influenced by various factors 
affecting the female body, such the age a woman begins 
menses, the age she gives birth for the first time, whether 
or not she breast feeds, whether she is obese (a woman 
With more fat is more likely to develop breast cancer) and 
how physically active she is. This was reported in "Causes 
of Breast Cancer" in the American Cancer Society Jour
nal, reprinted on the Internet. 

The leading cause of breast cancer, according to the 
National Cancer Institute ·is having the genetic defect gene: 
BRAC 1. The second cause is having dense breasts. Breast 
density is measured by the ampunt of fibrous tissue com
pared to fat in the breast.' Dense breasts have more tissue 
than fat. Women with dense breasts are four-to-six times 
more likely to develop malignant lumps in the breast. 

A study completed by Dr. Norman Boyd of the 
Ontario Cancer Institute in Toronto found that a diet low 
in fat and high in carbohydrate intake can reduce the den
sity of fibrous breasts. A woman should eat less meat and 
poultry and more grains, fruits and vegetables. A diet based 
on plants and high in fiber, low in fat and calories, vita
mins and minerals helps decrease the risk of breast can
cer, according to the American Cancer Society. 

The American Cancer Society offers the following 
guidelines to help prevent breast cancer: avoid obesity; 
cut down on fat intake; eat more high fiber foods (includ
ing foods rich in Vitamin A and C); eat foods from the 
mustard plant family, such as cabbage;;, watercress and 
mustard greens; limit consumption of salt-cured and 

See Diet Page 5 
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Improve baseball's act 
' ... and they will come' 
Continued from Page 8----------
an error, there would be a deduction of perhaps $500 or 
so for each of these lapses of concentration. 

Every position would have built-in opportunities to 
add to that player's base salary. 

Don't think a batter wouldn't break his neck trying 
to reach first base knowing that each hit would bring extra 
take~home pay, If he brings in a runner to score, sacri
fices a runner, hits a home run, turns a single into a double, 
or steals a base, he will also add to his paycheck. In short, 
anything positive a player does for his team will result in 
more take-home pay. This means fans will be seeing a 
better brand of baseball, and that in itself should make 
the already high price of admission more acceptable. 

The total effect of such a plan should result in more 
hustle, more dedication and ~ strong interest on the part 
of each player to do the best job possible on the field. No 
more giving up on making a play, mental lapses that lose 
games and sloppy work that turns off fans who see wasted 
dollars, going to players w,bo should be doing a better job., 

Legendary shortstop Ozzie Smith, a long-time St. 
Louis Cardinal, said on a recent broadcast, "A player's 
responsibility is to make sure he's giving his best effort 
every day." By having their pocketbooks put on the line, 
I believe players would respond to this pay system. and 
the owners would benefit by fielding a more marketable 
product, thereby bringing more fans to watch the games. 

We all know that a lot of work has to go into restor
ing the game to its rightful place in our entertainment spec
trum. I finnly believe the owners, the players, the com
missioner and the fans must make the collective effort to 
view all the existing problems and unselfishly make the 
needed adjustments to bring our game back in line. 

After al~. we owe this to ourselves and to our chil
~ dren ... and m~ybe just a little bit to old Abner D. 
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COM choral director and music professor,James Heffel (center),joios sevenl of his Studio Group singers in a 
rendition of "Here's That Rainy Day" by K.K. Elderbush. Jenna Contenta (front left), Jason Gravitt, Heffel, 
Relana Gerami and Miriam Harolds sing to a packed Recital Hall, In back other Studio members listen. They are 
(from left) Elaine Barclay, Marc Bowers, Mark Cox, Rick Muirhead and Hamilton Boyd. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

COM ensembles present Spring Concert 
By MARCE ·ooo 
Managing Editor 

The COM Singers and the Studio Group presented 
their Spring Concert to a packed College of the Mainland 
Recital Hall April 23. 

The COM Singers opened with an Italian piece, "III 
bell'umore," that means "I want to be happy." James 
Heffel directed the group through a variety of songs, three 
a capella number&, and tlt,oe..accot11pafltlli. by M.J. 
Milford on the piano. 

The second half of the concert featured the 
Studio Group, which opened with "I Hear Mu-

companied them on piano. 
In a rare performance, Heffel joined several Studio 

Group members in a renditiqnof"Here'sThat Rainy Day." 
The group ended the concert With an enthusiastic arrange
ment of "Rock Around the Fifties," a medley of '50stunes. 

Heffel was pleased with both gro~ps' concert perfor
mances as well as the work they have done in the class
room. "Continuallr both of these groups are getting bet
ter and better," he said. The longer they perform together 
11,e,,_. tlw:y -011der&taod tlie need for ox<ellell<C-

Work oo More than your Tan lb~ Summer •.• 
Toke a cla&s in the 

sic." They accompanied their modern numbers 
with choreographed moves. Studio Group 
member Jason Jonte played drums for the group 
on some numbers while Jovan Hernandez ac-

School of Business and Public Administration 

COM guitar virtuoso thrills audience 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 

· Photography Editor . 

Strains of Bach drifted through the Fine Arts 
Building April 22 as Mark Moore made his guitar 

Mark Moore, COM guitar instructor, entertains 
the audience during his solo classical recital in the 
Fine Arts Building April 22. 

' .. (Photo by Rosalind Marshall) 

' 

gently weep, sing and rejoice through a classical 
guit.ir recital. Moore, College of the Mainland clas
sical guitar instructor, performed during College 
Hour to an enthusiastic and appreciative audience. 

After a brief welcome to the audience, Moore 
began the recital with a piece written by Luis Milan 
in the early 1500s and progressed to an accom
plished rendition of a suite by Johann Sebastian 
Bach, originally written for the cello. 

To give a time frame for the next selection, 
Moore told the audience that the composer, Mauro 
Giuliani, was a contemporary of Shakespeare. In 
this playful and lighthearted sonata, which de
manded plenty of fancy fingerv10rk on the fretboard, 
the medieval rhythms created- a romantic atmo
sphere in the Fine Arts Recital Hall. 

In introducing the next pieces, by Francisce 
Tarrega, Moore said, "Tarrega, a Spanish composer, 
wrote a lot o~gems for the guitar, and these are three 
of my favorites." The last of the pieces, "Recuerdos 
de la Alhambra," featured a technique called 
tremelo; the guitarist's answer to sustaining a note. 
This poignant and moody effect \was used to simu
late sounds of the witer fountains in the Alhambra, 
a Moorish palace in Granada, Spain. 

The last two pieces were composed by Isaac 
Albeniz, who lived in Spain around the same time 
as Tarrega, Moore explained, about 100 years ago. 

Because of his other performing and teaching 
commitments, this will be Moore's last semester 
teaching at c;'OM. '. ., ( ., ,. . . ' 

• 

The SUOllllet Session begins JWie 2. 
Choose from lhese courses and many olhers: 

Required Courses for Undergraduate Business Prog.ams 
• Management Theory & Practice 

• Infonnation S)'lems for Management 
• Principles of Marketing • Business Ftnance 

• Money & Banking • Managerial Accounting • Statistics 

General Interest and Electives 
• Environmental Emergency Planning 

• Business Ethics through Ftlm • Texas Consumer Law 
• International Politics • Career Planning 

Fall classes begin August 23. Prospective gradw,te students shoold 
take lheJune 21 GMAT and submit a UHCL applicalion and all 
required documents by the August I deadline. 

For a free catalog and Class Schedule call the Summer Session Hotline 
at (281) 283-2520, Option I. 

University of Houston Ii Clear Lake 
2700 Bay Area Boulevard • Houston IX 77058-1098 
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Southwest Premiere 
June 5-29 at COM 
By MURRAY GETZ 
Staff Repol1er 

The College of the Mainland Arena Theatre has 
been a busy beehive of activity in the past few weeks. 
The recenl closing of a successful run of George 
Kaufman and Moss Han's classic comedy, Once in 
a Lifetime, makes way for a new vehicle soon to be 
staged. 

Next on the Arena Theatre's schedule is the 
ambitious undertaktng of presenting the Souihwest 
Premiere of Lee Blessin9,'s new play, Eleemosynary, 
which opens on the Aren~tage June 5 and will run 
through June 29. 

Blessing. best known for his Broadway offer
ing. A Walk in the Woods, also has authored Two 
Rooms, Cobb and Down the Road, among others. 

The word eleemosynary (meaning "charitable 
giving") first gained recognition as one of the words 
in a national spelling contest some 10 }'ears ago. 

Eleemosynary examines the subtle relationship 
between three remarkable women: a young girl, her 
mother and her grandmother, and the play promises 
to delight audiences with its fast~oving and inter
woven plot situations. 

COM Executive Director Jack Westin, who will 
direct the play, said, "We are delighted to offer the 
fin.t production of this fine script in our area." 

ln regard to the recently closed play, Once in a 
lifetime, COM Associate Director Mark A. Adams 
deserves much credit for his adroit staging and di
rection of the large group of 29 players. His cast 
gave a lively, fast-paced, action-filled pedonnance 
depicting the insanity and craziness that was Holly
wood during that stressful period when the silent 
movies first began to talk in 1927. 

In presenting L,fetime the entire cast showed a 
great deal of talent and everyone involved seemed 
to enjoy contributing to the huge success of this 
outsanding presentation during the Arena Theatre's 
gala 25th anniversary season. 

For information about Eleemosynary, which 
continues the theater's 20-year tradition of South
west premieres, call (409) 938-1211 or (281) 280-
3991, Ext. 345. 

Audition for the summer musical Annie 
Warbucks a .. at COM on May 7 at 7 p.m. and at 
UHCL May 11 at 1:30 p.m. and May 12 at 7 p.m. 

COM Art Festival draws crowds 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL 
Pbotognphy Editor 

Music, theater and fine arts students of College of 
the Mainland had the perfect showcase for their work April 
24: the annual Art Festival and Sale. Held in the Fine Arts 
Building, the festival included a student art sale1 live 
music, theater perfonnances and a selection of students' 
work in the COM Fine Arts Gallery. 

The festival, which has been a popular event since 
the late '70s, is sponsored by the Student Art Associa
tion. Ceramics Professor Betty Palifka, faculty adviser to 
the Art Association, said: "The proceeds of the sale are 
given back to the students in the form of scholarships. 
It's a really nice organization." 

For many years the event focused solely on the stu
dent art show and sale, with work displayed either out
side the Fine Arts Building or inside, depending on the 
weather. Palifka introduced the music and theater aspects 
of the festival four years ago when she took over the or
ganizational role. 

The student art sale began at 10 a.m. and continued 
all day, with a steady stream of people looking for unique 
and original works of art. "Part of this is to give the stu
dents experience in displaying and selling their work," 
Polit'ka said. 

At 12:30 p.m. the student drama group, Theatrix, per
formed two IO-minute plays followed by JX)Ctry readings. 
The readings were by Professor Mark Sanders' creative 
writing students. 

The musical entertainment started at 1 :30 p.m. wilh 
a piano recital, followed by solo perfonnances that in
cluded students Philippe Bacco and Jovan Hernandez 
playing the piano. Sparky Koerner, COM professor of 
instrumental music, and James Heffel, COM vocal pro
fessor, got together for a trumpet and piano rendition of 
Leroy Anderson's "Trumpeter's Lullaby" and a version 
of .. Stranger in Paradise," originally a classic.al piece by 
Russian composer Alexander Borodin. 

The COM Jazz Combo filled the air outside the Fine 
Arts Building at 3 p.m. with an al fresco set that included 
"Summertime" by George Gershwin and a Miles Davis 
number, "Freddy the Freeloader." Combo Director 
Koerner said, "It gives the students a chance to play stan
dard American jazz pieces, while learning improvisation 
in front of an audience." 

The COM Singers went through their basic repertoire 
. gathered around a piano in ·an informal atmosphere, with 
a selection that included a capella songs. Then the COM 
Studio Group, accompanied by piano and percussion, 
launched into a medley of 1950s music called "Rock in 
the '50s" and other popular songs. 

COM student Philippe Bocoo looks at student art work 
lo the Fine Arts Gallery. The exhibit, which was part 
of the Art Festi .. l April 24, runs through May 6. 

(Photo by Rosalind ManbaD) 

Three classical guitar students, Clark Duhon, Aaron 
Koerner and Mike Moore, with their instructor Mark 
Moore, finished the day's music.al treats at 6:30 p.m. with 
a set of acoustic pieces. They played a minuet by Franz 
Joseph Haydn, a chorale by J.S. Bach, "Awake Sweet 
Love" by EDglisb composer John Dowland and several 
pieces by George Frederick Handel. 

At 8 p.m. the COM Arena Theatre staged a perfor
mance of Kaufman and Hart musical production, Once in 
a Lifetime. 

Art Gallery Director Janet Hassinger praised the work 
in the Art Student Exhibition ... This is the only time of 
year that students here have the opportunity to exhibit in 
the gallery," she explained. '"The work that is chosen is 
juried by the four art professors, and we try to choose 
something from each level to show a variety of achieve
ment." 

The gallery exhibit, open until May 6, features sculp
ture, ceramics, photography, charcoal drawings and paint
ings in a variety of media. 

. Mexican university publishes history professor's book 
By JULIAN RIANO 
Staff Reporter 

The National Univer
sity of Mexico Press has 
published a book in Span
ish by College of the 
Mainland professor, Dr. 
Manuel Urbina II. The 
book is titled, The Impact 
of the Texas Revolution on 
the Government, Politics, 
and Society of Mexico, 
1836-1846. The National 

Dr. Manuel Urbina [I University of Mexico is 
Mexico City's elite gradtiate school. 

"As a Mexican immigrant (to the United States) who 
did graduate work in history for two years at the National 
University of Mexico," Dr. Urbina said, "it gives me a 
great deal of satisfaction to make .a contribution, how
ever modest, to the .professional training of my Mexican-

• 

historian colleagues by a book that engenders understand
ing of the historical nuances of the country of my birth, 
and seeks to foster understanding among men of good 
will ofmy adopted country." 

In explaining the purpose of the book, which he wrote 
in three years, from 1973-1976, Dr. Urbina said, "It is 
about the impact that the separation of Texas from Mexico 
had on the Mexican nation.'' 

National University of Mexico scholar Dr. Hector 
Diaz translated Dr. Urbina's dissertation into Spanish. Dr. 
Diaz felt that once it was translated into Spanish it could 
be more widely read by history students in univen.ity li
braries throughout Mexico. Dr. Diaz then wrote Dr. Urbina 
for copyright pennission to publish it. 

Dr. Enrique Garcia Moises, dean of the National 
School of Professional Studies at Mexico City, also wrote 
Dr. Urbina a letter urging that the book be published so 
that it could be made required reading for postgradute 
students seeking to do graduate work in the United States. 

Dr. Urbina is one of the original f1cully members 
hired by COM during the first year of its6xisteaco in 1967. 

• 

Reflecting on his (30-year) teaching history at COM, 
Dr. Urbina said: "Although I am a research historian at 
bean, I enjoy the emphasis on the teaching-learning pro
cess here at COM, for it enables my students, as well as 
myself, to •iscover the beauty of understanding the col
lective human experiences of the past as a foundation for 
devising strategies to improve the present." 

Dr. Urbina received a bachelor of arts in history from 
Howard Payne College, Brownwood, in 1962; a master 
of 3rts in Latin American Studies from the University of 
Texas, Austin, in 196'7; and a doctorate in history from 
the University of Texas at Austin in 1976. He was awarded 
·a doctor of jurisprudence by the University of Houston 
College of Law in 1983. This included a summer study 
program in international law at Cambridge University in 
England. 

Dr. Urbina was selected as a Scholar Diplomat by 
the U.S. Department of State in 1978. He also was cho
sen to appear in Who'.S' Who Among Hispanic Americans, 
1992; Who'.r Who in America, 1996; and just recently 
Who:. Mia in the Wsrla, 1991.· 
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Tour Alaska's wilds 
via new IMAX film 
ByMARCEDOO 
Managing Editor 

Come see herds of c.aribou thundering above you as 
they run across the Alaskan plains, see thousands of salmon 
desperately swimming upstream to spawn, watch two 
brown bears frolicking in a summer meadow. You can see 
all this and more ln the new IMAX film Alaska: Spirit of 
the Wild at the Houston Museum of Natural Science. 

The film, which opened April 12 and is narrated by 
Charlton Heston, begins with the story of how ancient 
people are believed to have crossed over a frozen 
landbridge from Siberia into Alaska searching for game. 
The landbridge was fonned at the Bering Strait when sea 
levels fell because of rapidly fonning glaciers. 

Alaska, produced by Graphic Films Corporation and 
the Houston Museum of Natural Science, shows the con
trast between the nine-month-long harsh Alaskan winter 
and the thiee-month~long summer of immense abundance. 
During the long winter the ground is covered with piles 
of snow and temperatures hover at 60 to 70 degrees be
low zero. In the vibrant summer, the land flourishes with 
lush vegetation, crystal clear water and abundant life. 

During the winter, the ice in some places is so thick 
that it looks like huge blue blocks. When the ice melts in 
the almost 90 degree weather during the summer, it gives 
birth to many lakes and streams. 

The audience experiences the booming sounds of 
chunks of ice, sometimes the size of skyscrapers, crash
ing into the sea to become icebergs. While you are still 
finnly in your chair, the camera takes you flying over miles 
of snow-covered mountains and valleys so cold and deso
late, they remain untouched by man. 

Brown bears, salmon and polar bears are among the 
most interesting animals in the film. All of these animals 

. have specific places in Alaska's food chain. Salmon are 
the prime food source for most of the animals. 

Alaska: Spirit of the Wild is an enjoyable film for all 
ages. For times, prices and directions, call the Houston 
Museum of Natural Science at (713) 639-IMAX (4629). 

First position, please 

InterCOM staff reporter Julian Riano teaches 6-
year-old Catherine Rogers the first position of 
ballet In front or the COM Fine Arts Building. 
Rlano assists Mary Niles Warren, ballet mistress, 
at her studio, Act I Conservatory of Dance in 
Texas City. Rogers was visiting the campus on a 
Reid trip with her school In Moreb. 

(Photo by Patricia Hill) 
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Jurors, not excuses, needed for duty 

Patricia 
Hill 

Citizens of the United States of America have many 
inalienable rights accorded to them by the Constitution. 
Among these are freedom of speech, religion and 
assembly. In the United States everyone is also guaran
teed the right to a trial by a jury of his or her peers. 

JurOrs are randomly selected from registered voters 
and drivers. They are suppoSCd to be fair and impartial 
and are instructed to return a verdict that is based solely 
on evidence presented during the trial. 

Most people, when faced with the loss of their 
freedom or money, prefer a jury to hear their case rather 
than a judge. In the event I am ever the defendant in a 
civil or criminal trial, I am comforted knowing that six 
or 12 individuals will decide my fate, not just one judge. 

Although I've never been selected for a jury, I have 
on several occasions answered the call to jury duty. 

On one such occasion I was 'employed in a large 
office and when my co-workers found out I had been 
summoned, 1 began to receive advice on what I could 
say that would guarantee instant disqualification. They 
all involved lies, half truths or Omissions. People seemed 
genuinely shocked that I did not plan to use such tactics. 

My supervisor stressed the fact that several dead-

lines loomed in the future and this just was not a good 
time to be absent from work. She also mentioned the 
headaches that would be involved rescheduling meet
ings. She would have preferred that I not even answer 
the summons. After all, she said, they never actually · 
arrest people for ignoring jury duty; it's just a threat 
employed to get people to show up. 

One woman who was in her 50s even told me that 
she bad never registered to vote ~~ §lie dido 't want 
to waste her time getting stuck on a jury. l3ecause of 
people like her, people are now also randomly selected 
from registered drivers, not just registered voters. I 
guess people who are determined to avoid jury duty at 
all costs now have to either drive illegally or not drive at 
all, as well as not vote. 

If the percentage of people who disregard jury duty 
or fraudulently get dismissed continues to rise, a day 
may come when the courts do actively prosecute these 
individuals. Or even worse, jury trials will be done away 
with entirely. More than just a few hours, days or weeks 
are at stake-the entire U.S. justice system is . 

Yes, mo.st everyone wants a jury to hear his or her 
case. However, many people are unwilling to return the 
favor by serving on a jury. Well that's OK. If my life and 
future are at stake, I don't want to place them in the 
han8s of a person who doesn't care or doesn't want to be 
there. Do you? 

But those' people may rethink their position if they 
ever are indicted for a crime or sued and enter a court
rbom that is empty: Empty because all the jurors had 
something better and more important to do that day. 

President Stanley praises staff for awards 
lnterCOM staff: 

The hard work of the journalism students has earned 
a very fine recognition. The Texas Intercollegiate Press 
Association, as I understand it, is a tough competition. I 
am very proud of the six winners (Bill Glenn, Rosalind 
Marshall, Rick Gilliam, Maree Doo, Lorielle Black"{ell, 
and Brad Stevenson). 

I also recognize the team work of the other students 

in producing a fine newspaper for ou~ campus. Keep up 
the good work! 
Larry L. Stanley 
President of College of the Mainland 

Editor '.S' note: lnterCOM received a similar leu~r 
praising the lnterCOM staff from Dr. Donald G. Bass, 
dean of Instruction and Student Development. 

Guidelines to use for Letters to the Editor 
lnte,COM welcomes all le11ers 10 the Editor. 

Please make let1ers brief and to the point. All letters 
should include a name and a daytime telephone number 
for verification. We reserve the right to edit all letters for 

' . 
• 

• 

length, grammar, spelling and libelous content. letters 
will be printed on a space-available basis. ~ will 
accept and publish anonymous letters providing tJrey 
have a ve~ifiable name OJ!" te~ number. 
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Editorials/News 

COM 30th Anniversary Planning Committee 

The 30th Aaniversary Planning Committee poses with U.S. Rep. Nick Lampson, 9th Congressional District 
(far left), at the Charter Day obsen-ance reception. Committee members are (l'rom left) Virginia Adair, Beverly 
Delaney Mitchell, Dr. Lee A. McGriggs, Laura Cooper, Tillie Henson and Michael Ramirez.Cooper. 

(Photo by Jim Higgins) 

High schooler asks for peers' tolerance 

I am a part-time student at College of the Mainland; 
I 3.m also a senior at Texas City High School. 

I have received lots of rude comments from other 
students who discovered I am both a college and high 
school student. Most of these comments were along the 
lines of "Boy, I 1uess you think you're really smart!" or 
"Why would you want to waste your extra tiQ1e? 
Wouldn't you rather be partying?" 

The second comment is not as bad as the first, but I 
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still take offense. Also when someone discovers my age, 
usually his attitude changes toward me. I often get the 
feeling that he now thinks of me as a baby. 

To make this worse, a lot of the offending com· 
ments come from people who are only one or lwo years 
older than I. I am 17, and many of them are only 18 or 
19. This small age difference does not give them any 
more right to be here than I have. Next semester there 
will be a whole class of people my age. 

Just because as a high school senior I actually have 
the motivation arid means to go to both high school and 
college doesn't mean that I think I'm "oh, so smart" or 
wasting my time when I could do better things. 

I know that I am not the only high school student 
currently enrolled at COM. I know more high school 
seniors will be here next year, and I know that there 
have been many high scbool students co-enrolled before 
me, especially in the summer. 

There are many reasons why I'm at COM now; the 
main one is that I want to get a head start on my future. 
This does not take a lot of brains or sacrifices. My high 
school encourages seniors who have enough credits and 
high enough grades to start college in their senior year. 

I believe that attending college classes while I am in 
high school is a good idea, but I feel that the college 
students should be more supportive of high schoolers. 
The main idea of coming here is to get a taste of college 
life, but when other students constantly remind us that 
we don't fit in, that goal is defeated. 

Not all students act like this, however. Some having 
found out that I 'm from high school, treat me the same 
as they did before. Others have said how "cool" it is that 
a high school student could manage the combined he0avy 
course load, in addition to extra.curricular activities. But 
for every friendly comment I receive, I probably get two 
or three bad ones. This is really discouraging. 

So, if or _when you have a classmate Who happens to 
also be in high school, don't be shocked. We are simply 
attempting to cam credits toward a degree.just like all 
the other students in your classes. We don't want or , 
expect your praise for being here, but please don't 
patronize os either. 

• 

• 
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InterCOM reader says 
editorial full of baloney 
Dear Editor, 

Like the autho.r of "Deer defenseless against onslaught 
of high.tech hunters" in the March/April issue of the 
lnterCOM, I·atso read something that made me sick to my 
stomach about deer hunting, and that was the author's view 
on the subject. I would like to rebut and defend the people 
she thoughtlessly trashed and stereotyped as Neanderthals, 
cavemen, and, of course, the new title of Bambi killer. 

The author stated " ... they just get a J)icture, hack the 
antlers off-or the whole head-apd leave the rest of the 
the body to rot." What an uneducated, sickening and un· 
true statement. I have been deer hunting for most of my 
life, and I have never seen nor heard of any such treat· 
ment. In fact, the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
started a new program called Hunters for the Hungry that 
enables hunters to donate harvested deer to local food pan
tries to be processed and distributed to needy families. 

Deer hunters put millions of dollars in the pockeL"i of 
small towns throughout the state that would more or less 
not exist without their support. Hunters also, through the 
purchase of licenses and permits, fund the Texas Parks 
a:nd Wildlife Department, which works to protect and set 
rules and guidelines for hunters. These rules and guide
lines help the hunters, but benefit the wildlife most of all. 

The highly educated biologists that work for the state 
of Texas have stated numerous times in reports that if the 
deer were not hunted (for usable meat), they would very 
rapidly start dying of overpopulation, starvation and dis
ease. In some instances ·our government has slaughtered 
large numbers of deer in overpopulated areas. All the meat 
is processed and donated to the needy. Surely, the edu· 
cated people who have devoted their lives and careers lo 
researching an~ studying these animals are not "killing 
for fun," "proving their manhood," or "suffer from a sure 
fire case of testosterone poisoning," a5 the author suggests. 

The author also feels that deer are hel()iess against 
the hunters because they are not armed with assault rifles 
as well. The author states, "It's not that I'm squeamish 
about beautiful animals being needles.-;ly killed, as opposed 
to pigs or cattle being slaughtered for food .... " I'm sure 
the author is not picturing a muscle-bound cow with a ca.mo 
(camouflage) hat and an AK--4 7 waiting to be killed at the 
fattening yards when she is eating a T-bone steak. 

I also do not see why the authdr tends to think that all 
deer hunters are "cavemen." Like the author said, it's aJ. 
most the.21st century, not the Neanderthal Era, and if the 
author were more in touch with the 20th century she might 
realize that there are hundreds of thousands of women hunt· 
ers in th~s country. 

There is one last item I would like to address. The 
author said, "If it were a matter of survival, I'd probably 
be out there too, trying to catch my dinner ... " My response 
is, if it ever came to a matter of survival, the author would 
probably not survive due to her lack of hunting and sur· 
vival skills. However, she might pull through if she were 
friends with a deer hunter. 

Garrett Elkins, COM student 

Editors' Note: We hope you understand that the editorial 
did not condemn all hunters, only those unsportsmanlike 
;ndividuals who kill for sport wiJlwuJ intending t~ use the 
animal for food. We have documemed ~eports of the dis· 
covery of headless deer corpses rolling in the East Texas 
woods, so it certainly does happen. 

Of course, we are aware of and applaud the efforts 
of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Depa"rtment in control· 
Jing the deer population and donating unwanted deer meat 
to the needy. 

If our editorial "'4/ces even one hunter aware of the 
responsibilities involved in the sport of deer hunting, we 
feel the article was well worth prUUing. We hope you agree. 

By the way, two of the three editors are vegetarians. 
Another letter in a similar vein from Marvin C. Byrkett 

was submilled to the Editor in response to the editorial, 
but could not be printed due to lack of space. 

,, 
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Campus crime reported 
Continued from Page 1.----------

The damage was such that she had to have the truck towed. 

New disabled parking signs for COM 
Tucker wishes the crime alert had been issued ear

lier. "There were things I could have done to prevent this. 
I have a club (a security device) and would have used it." 

The burglary atte~Pt was apparently foiled by de· 
velopmental math instructor, Jess Olive. When Olive 
drove into the parking lot he saw two men at a parked car, 
one was in the car and the other was standing by it. Olive 
parked two spaces down from the men and as he was walk
ing to the Math/Science Building he saw them drive off. 

Later when Olive returned to his truck he saw the 
campus police, a wrecker and Tucker at her red truck that 
was parked in front of where Olive had seen the two men. 

','If I had got their license plate we could have nailed 
them, maybe," Olive said. Watch what is going on around 

you and call the campus police, JJ.e advised. 
According to Clifton stolen items are things easily 

removed from vehicles, such as cellular phones, purses 
and wallets. To prevent having a vehicle, or items stolen, 
people should lock their doors, activate security devices 
and take their valuables with them. 

Clifton said tifat the burglaries prirrlarily took place 
from early morning (4 a.m.) through early afternoon. They 
are not just happening on campus, but also in .the area. 

In response to the burglaries, COM police have 
stepped up motor and bicycl~ patrols. 

Police ask that any suspicious looking person or in· 
cident be immediately reported to _them by dialing 599. 

The COM Grounds Maintenance Team recently placed 35 new "parking for disabled only" signs around 
campus. Oscar Hernandez (far left), Stephen Downey, Dorothy Kemp and Troy Terrell show one of the signs 
they installed in Parking Lot D behind the Technical/Vocational Building. (Photo by Murray Getz) 
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Five awarded E~cellence 
Continued from Page 1-------

In accepting. Dodd said, "I am speech· 
less. This is a history·making event-this is 
the first time that Renate True has been up 
fill teacb.ef of fhe yi.ii.r and not made it! I just 
have one thing to say 'Yes!'" 

Dodd was one of five finalists nominated 
by students for the award. Three of the final· 
ists are from the category of instructors with 
more than 50 total students, and two are from 
the 50 students of fewer category. 

The other finalists were Ellen Johnson, 
cosmetology professor; Astrid H. Lowery, 
journalism and English professor; Dr. Martha 
Rooney, m11th professor and Dr. Renate True; 
science professor. Dr. Bass presented each 
finalist with a Teacher of Excellence award. 

The five finalists were selected accord· 
ing to the number of votes they received from 
students via 17 j:>allot boxes placed through· 
out the campus during the two·week period 
of March 24MApril 4. The selection commit· 
tee was composed of dean's list students: 
Renee Bouse, Gay Burkett, Pamela McCullor, 
Alex Smallwood and Dory Williams. The 
committee observed the finalists' classroom 
teaching styles. The students read comments 
from the ballots praising each of the finalists 
before the winner was announced. 

Dodd, who has been teaching at COM 
25 years, was named Instructor of the Year in 

1986 and has been a finalist for the last eight 
years. ~h~ automatiCally becomes the faculty 
chairwoman for next year's awards. 

Johnson, an instructor . at COM since 
1992, has never beetrnominated before. Upon 
learning she was a finalist, she said, "I feel 
very honored, and really pleased. It's nice to 
~now that they (the students) love me as much 
as I love them." 

"Wonderful!" was Lowery's reaction to 
being a finalist. "I'm totally astounded, but 
I'm thrilled beyond words." Lowery, who has 
been at COM 11 years, has been nominated 
before but has never been a finalist. 

Dr. Rooney said sh~ was very surprised 
to be a finalist since not many students like 
math. "It's a real honor, after four years here. 
I've never been nominated before," she said. 
"It's great to get the recognition." 

Dr. True, a COM professor since 1983, 
is a three-time winner of the award. Because 
the winner cannot be entered again for three 
years, she had just become eligible again af. 
ter her 1993 award she explained, "I'm flat· 
tered because students voted for me, and it 
makes a teacher who cares very happy." 

"It's just an honor," said Dodd, "espe· 
cially considering the othCr people who were 
also nominated,.It'sjust unbelievable that you 

• can get an award for doing something that 
you love to do." 

Speakers recall college's early days 
Continued from Page 1-------

He recalled the college's formation and 
,early days and role· Griz Eckert, president of 
the chartering Board of Trustees, had in the 
process. "I belieVe that Griz Eckert gave the 

most to benefit this college. We went over the 
entire area to gather support for the college." 

Rep. Lampson, spoke on the importance 

of comr~mnity colleges, which allow students 
to get a higher education without the high cost 

. of Uqiversj_ty tu(tiQQ.s, , , . , , 

• 

COM Student Government President 

Don Rittenhouse told the audience: "I envi· 
sion the college having the most advanced 
equipment and technology ... the administra• 
tion and the community working together to 
meet the students' and faculty's needs." 

Speaker, Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean ofJn. 
struction and Student Services, said he stood 

in the same place in the auditorium 28 years 
ago and looked up to see the sky above him 

, ., because . .the building, was unfinishe.d .. 
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What's Happening 

Proud recipients of the prestigious Texas Intercollegiate Press Associalion awards are all smiles as they display 
their certificates, Award winners are (from left) Maree Doo, managing editor; Lorielle Blackwell, staff reporter; 
Bill Glenn, former photography editor; Brad Stevenson, former illustrations editor; and Rosalind Marshall, pho• 
tography editor. Rick Gilliam, former reporter, is not pictured. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

Staffers win record number of awards 
Continued from Page 1-------------

place award for her humorous column, "'English' seems foreign 
to British staff reporter," which appeared in the July issue. This 
column chronicled the difficulty Marshall, who is from England, 

• 

Work on More than your Tun This Sommer .•. 
Take a class in the 

School of Human Sciences and Humanities 

L<am ...... about art, blsrory, literature, and the humanitits: 
• Western Art through the Middle Ages • Am and the Child 
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• Peoples of Africa • Human Sexuality 
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• Computer GI>pbks • Communlc3lion :md the.l!itemd 
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• Interpersonal Skills • ne.Ith, Fmergency Care, and Fll'SI Aid 
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• Stress Mamg,ment • Ar1 Tltenpy Method, 

• lnteo5ive Spmish I & Il 

Summer daoocs beginJ- 2. 

For a free catalog and Summer/Fall Class Schedule 
call the Summer Se,sion Bodine at (281) 283-2520, Option I. 

University of Houston II Clear Lake 
2700 Bay Area Boulmrd • Hou.stoo TX 77058-1098 
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has had understanding the English used by some 
Texas natives. 

A second place award went to former staffer, 
Rick Gilliam, for Newspaper Sports Page Design 
for the March 1996 issue. Gilliam, who has been 
with the Texas City Sun 10 years, is the Sun's sports 
editor. 

Managing editor and layout artist, Maree Doo, 
won third place in Newspaper News Page Design 
for the front page of the December lnterCOM. Doo 
received an Honorable Mention for editorial page 
design in last year's TIPA competition. 

Reporter Lorielle Blackwell, a staff member 
only since last fall, won third place for a headline 
which appeared in the December issue for a story 
about the unusual version of Charles Dickens' A 

. Christmas Carol, which was presented by the COM 
Arena Theatre. Blackwell's headline read "Carol 
adaptation Dickens of a play." 

Former InterCOM staffer and cartoonist, Brad 
Stevenson, who now attends the University of 
Houston•Clear Lake, won an Honorable Mention 
for a political Cartoon on voting which ran in the 
March 1996 lnterCOM. The last cartoon Stevenson 
drew for lnterCOM is on Page 3 of this issue. "I'm 
very happy Brad finally won an award for one of 
his very fine cartoons after two years of hard work," 
Lowery said. "We miss him and his work." 

TIPA Executive Director Jeff W. Henderson 
of Southwest Texas State University said the con
test was judged by newspaper industry profeS5ion
als. He explained that eaitries were sent to the em· 
ployees of papers on the East and West coaSts with 
circulations from 50,000 to 100,()(K). 

lnterCOM competed in TIPA's Division 2 
Newspaper category, which consists of approxi· 
mately 30 Texas colleges and universities with stu
dent enrollments of 3,000 to 7,499, and includes 
Texas Christian University in Fort Worth, South
ern Methodist University in Dallas, Texas Woman's 
University in Denton, Texas A&M-Kingsville and 
West Texas A&M in El Paso. 

"I am so very proud of these students," Lowery 
said, "but all the students on the various staffs 
(spring, summer and fall 1996) deserve credit. 

"lt takes all of them to put a newspaper to
gether. We would not have winners without the help 
o(rhewho1t 'siaff ... ' '.·, t.·iit ,,· 

People Speak Out 
By ROSALIND MARSHALL, Photography 
Editor and JULIAN RIANO, Staff Reporter 

Have you ever wished you had a lot of money? 
Sure you have-along with a perfect body, fame and 
true love. Well, money can't buy you love or hap
piness, but it sure would be a nice start. But since 
you don't own a gold mine and your long-lost Uncle 
Piggy Banks isn't going to will you a fortune, you 
ask yourself, "How am I ever going to strike it 
rich?" How else but by chance, you pessimist. 
You're going to win the lottery! InterCOM asked 
some of the future millionaires who are currently 
attending College of t'he Mainland, "If you won the 
lottery, what is the first thing you would do?" 

------------1 

Kelly Giamalva: 
[ would spend it on a 
car, a new house and 
help the poor children 
out. 

r 
I 
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Ashton Jackson Ill: 
Buy a mobile home and 
run around the,united 
States, have a house 
built and donate some 
to church. 

Klm Goddln: 
I'd invest. 

Danielle Ellison: 
First of all I would 
ensure that my 
nephew's and my 
college educatioo gets 
paid for, Then I'd buy 
fun stuff. 

Kenneth Mills-Flood: 
I'd never play \he 
lottery. I don't believe 
in the lottery. I don't 
play it. 

Michelle Baltazar: 
l would spend it on 
church, family and 
friends. For myself, a 
very needed vacation. I 
have three children. 

Brad Bradley: 
I'd buy a major 
business. 

Sammie Jackson: 
I would put some of it 
in the bank and let it 
gain interest and 
donate some of it to 
charity. 
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Women say "No!" to battering 
See Pages 

Newspaper procllldlon: the whole story 
See Pages 6 & 7 

BasebaU hrt-m: the flature 
See Pages 8 & 9 
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TIPA Award-winner 

A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

Emmeline Dodd, biology professor, in the COM 
greenhouse. (Pheto by Rosalind Marshall) 

Emmeline Dodd 
teacher of year 
By ROSALIND MAR.!!HALL 
Photography Editor 

Professor Emmeline Dodd was voted Outstand
ing Instructor of the Year at the College of the Main
land Employee Recognition Dinner May 2 at the 
South Shore Harbour Resort in League City. The 
award, which has been presented annually since 1982 
and was instituted by Dr. Donald G. Bass, dean of 
Instruction and Student Development, is to acknowl
edge exceptional teaching at COM. 

Dr. Bass presented Dodd with a plaque and a 
black ceramic mermaid-shaped vase. The vase has 
been passed on each year to the new outstanding in
structor, along with a special plaque, decorated with 
a picture of a mermaid and the inscription: "I will 
make you curious. I will bring out the best in you. I 
am the siren of knowledge." 

See Ftvf Page 11 

lnterCOM staffers 
win 'I'IPA awards 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

lnterCOM, College of the Mainland's student publi
cation, added six new Texas Intercollegiate Press Associa
tion awards to its collection April 7. 

A number of items from 1996 lnterCOMs were en
tered in the contest. Although the paper has won TIPA 
awards in the past, six is the most awards the student news
paper has ever won in a single year. "In the almost 11 years 
that I've been the InterCOM adviser we've won two to 
three awards a year," Journalism Professor Astrid H. 
Lowery said. "But this is exceptional. With these six 
awards, we now have a total of 23." 

Bill Glenn, former photography editor, was awarded 
first place in the Newspaper Sports Feature category for 
the story, "Wheelchair ao handicap for student," in the Oc
tober lnlerCOM. The story was about Kendrick Douglas 
who, despite his wheelchair, plays basketball. 

Photography Editor Rosalind Marshan won a second 

COM student victim of recent campus crime wave 
By PATRICIA HILL 
Assistant Editor 

The College of the Mainland police department re
cently iSSued a campus crime alert. In the last three months 
several vehicles have been burglarized in various campus 

Charter Day celebrates 
COM's 30th anniversary 
By WRIELLE BIACKWELL 
and MICHELLE HILL, Staff Reporters 

College of the Mainland launched its 30th anniver
sary celebration with a Charter Day Observance in the 
Learning Resources Center Auditorium April 3. 

Charter Day commemorated the day COM hired its 
first employee; June McConnell, as coordinator of admis
sions, registration and records, April 5, 1967. 

Virginia Aidair, COM secretary/lmyer in purchasing, 
and COM 30th Anniversary Committee member read a 
plaque honoring McConnell, who was not able to attend. 
Laura Cooper, business education professor, and 30th 
Anniversary Committee member read two proclamations 
declaring April 3 Charter Day. One was by Gov. George 
W. Bush and the other by Texas City Mayor Chuck Doyle . 

The keynote address was given by Paul Teague, a 
member of the chartering Board of Trustees, with addi
tional comments made by special guest lJ.S. Rep. Nick 
Lampwn of the 9th Congressional District. 

Teague spoke of the goals the chartering board envi
sioned for COM. "It's encouraging to see that the college 
has more than surpassed the dreams that we had for it." 

See Speakers Page 11 .,... •. .... •... ' ~· .. ~• .. 4•····· 
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parking lots. In April four vehicle burglaries were re
ported. A car had all four hubcaps stolen, but because 
the thief did not enter the vehicle, it was a theft not a 
burglary, said COM Police Officer Arbry Clifton. 

COM student Linda Tucker personally found out 
about the burglary increase April 17. After her ll a.m. 

class she returned to her truck in Parking Lot F behind the 
Math/Science Building, to find that someone had attempted 
to steal her truck. Both doors were damaged, the alarm 
had been disarmed and the steering column ·w.as broken. 

See Campus Pllge 11 

COM Student Government President Don Rittenllouse (rig!,I) pnHnts U.S. Rep. Nick Lampson, 9th Congnsslonal 
District, with• COM T-1blrt after the Cllarter Day OIJoen .... ceremony In the Learninc Resources Center 
Auditorium. Reg. Lampson was a special speaker at the event held April 3. (Photo by Patrlda HIH) 
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