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What's Happening 

FIS class celebrates graduation day June 18 

The most recent Fundamentals of Information Systems class graduated June 18. Class members from left are 
Rebecca Sandidge, Antonia Matesic, La Toya Ivy, Deborah Bourgeois, Judy Bdrne, Judy Nagy, Della G. Castro, 
Lannanh BuleHuynh, Amanda Dawson and John Conway. Not pictured are Marilyn Fitzerald, and Xiaojun MIiier. 
Professor Selina Rahman (not pictured) taught the class. Traci Gardner {not pictured) was class assistant. This 
fast track class lasts 15 we!ks and teaches seven basic entry level skills. (Photo by Jerry Anderson) 

Former lnterCOM editor joins TC Sun 
By SHALLON FLEMING 
Assistant Editor 

With her quiet and unassuming nature, she may not 
be immediately mistaken (or a member of Lhc press, but 
College of the Mainland graduate Molly 
Lynch has just become one of The Texas City 

. Sun's newest reporters. 
Lynch, who received her associate 's de

gree in May, graduated from Santa Fe High 
School in December 19%, a semester ear
lier than most. She immediately began work
ing on her associate's degree at the college. 

Although she loved to write and had 
been writing for years, she was not yet cer
tain whether she would pursue journalism as 
a career. Then in fall 1997, she decided to 
try her hand at the student newspaper and 

She was hooked. Lynch spent two semesters on the 
staff, first as a reporter and later as the copy editor. 

Lynch says, "The praise I got from Astrid (Lowery, 
JnterCOM adviser) and the others that I had done a good 
job kept me going." But the classes did more than just 

elevate Lynch's faith in her own writing abil
ity. "I got to know the school, and I got to 
know the people." The key to success in jour
nalism often boils down to "people skills" 
or the ability to communicate effectively. 

After graduating from COM in May, 
Lynch prepared a portfolio of her best 
lnterCOM work to present to the manage
ment of the Sun during an interview. But 
before they would hire her, she had to pass a 
spelling and style test. 

joined the lnterCOM staff. Molly Lynch 

Perhaps what helped her more than any
thing el~ from the journalism classes was 
learning style-and not in the ordinary ~n~. 

Student digs archeology 
Continued from Page 1--------

Alabama site on June 8. The group is spending 
time exploring Dusi Cave. Archeologists, biolo
gists and geologists are presenting lectures using 
IBM data base systems and computers. 

Clarke also will use computers to complete 
her final project which she will present during the 
last week of the field school. 

Clarke and the others are living in a cramped 
8-foot tent and eating what a camp kitchen serves 
up. The National Science Foundation Grant pays 
for her room and board, tuition, fees, books and 
materials. 

In addition, this lucky COM student will re
ceive a $2,500 stipend and earn I 2 college credi1s 
enabling her lo be eligible for her associate's de
gree when she completes the project on July 31. 
She plans to continue her education with anthro
pology as her major. 

Clarke, who will be the first person in her fam. 
ily to graduate from college, achieved all this as a 
single parent. While she is gone, her two children 
will spend the summer with their father. 

Newspaper style demands that a reporter 
know the difference between hangar and hanger or com
placent and complaisant. It demands that a reporter know 
that newspapers recognize only one correct way to spell 
barbecue. It demands that a reporter know that the plural 
of daughter-in-law is daughters.in-iaw and the plural of 
cupful is cupfuls. II demands that a reporter have an enor
mous grasp of a language that is consistent only in its 
inconsistency. Lynch proved she has that grasp and be
gan working for the Sun June 5. 

Besides her obvious love of writing, Lynch admits to 
enjoying something that lures almost every reporter to 
the business. "Fame," she says, "It's a nice experience to 
see my name in the paper." 

She's hot alone in that sentiment. Many reporters 
endure the long hours and grueling deadlines intertwined 
with lhis profession just to see their own byline in print. 
To some the greatest re"Yard for their hard work comes in 
the form of a Page One story. Lynch has already enjoyed 
several appearances on the revered page. 

In fact, Lynch says her coworkers are surprised that 
she is doing so well, considering she is only 19. Her con
tinued focus on the future has propelled her to a position 
that few can attain by that age. , 

Lynch has already enrolled for fall classes al the Uni
versity of Houston.qear Lake where she plans to pursue 
a bachelor's degree in communications. She will continue 
reporting for !he Sun as she furthers her education. 

• 

People Speak Out 
By MICHELLE HILL and SHALI.oN 
FLEMING, Photoo by ELAINE RUMMEL 

Gov. George w. Bush jumped inlO the political de
bale of the a:ntury by announcing a key issue of his 1999 
campaign will be lo support porental notification of abor
tion. Some believe his decision lo actively push the ..... 
may have been lo satisfy state Republican<'OOventiondele
gate,;,but hisactions wiU alfecl a lat!!,ernumberof people. 

lnre,COM asked, ''What do yoo think about Gov. 
Bush pushing for passage of a law requiring pan,nlal no
tification before a minor can have an abortion'!" 

Danna Leonard: 
I think parents should 
know. This is a major 5lef) 

in a minor'.s life. The par
enll! may be mad, but still 
they'd want lo know. 

Denll<King: 
I think it should be up to the 
per.;on having the baby. I 
doo 't really think the par
enll! should have lo know. 

Johnllong: 
I don't agree. f think it is up 
to !he individual to make 
her own decision. I think if 
a kid is old eoough to have 
a kid she is old enough lo 

make her own decisions. 

Or. Marty C8ylor: 
(sociology pn,f=) 
I am against it because 
from my experience as a 
social worker, I found 
women in abusive 
families who end up 
Jlf1'g11Mt. When the 
family finds out, this can 
increasetheabuse. 

• • 

Grace Owens: 
I think it ought lo be done. 
I don't believe in abortion. 
If you had sex. yoo ought 
to have the child. I think 
parentsoughl lobe oolified. 

--lthink yes. h'•debboe.ttal 
lo the girl's body, not lo 
mention you are ,killing a 
baby. 

Mlacha Smith: 
I don't believe m abortion, 
so I guess any notification 
is good. I think it woo Id be 
a deterrent_ and J think that 
ifkidsaregoingtooothinF,S 
like that_ they should have 
lo face the consequences. 

Jim Gardner: 
(P-Tech coordinator) 
I'm all for it. I'd like to see 
abortion done away with 
completely. I think u's mur
der so I'd support any leg
islation that would limit 
abortion in any manner. 

• 

See immigrant's Fourth of July tale 
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See upcoming Houston-area concerts 
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TIPA Award-winner 

A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

COM Professor Laslle Richardson advises student Maribel Alvarado during math tutoring time. Richardson was 
honored with the Phi Theta Kappa Robert GIies Distinguished PTK Adviser of the Year Award at the International 
convention held In Nashvllle, Tenn., In April. (Photo by Elaine Rummel) 

~ Riehardson PTK adviserflOnoree 
By SHALWN FLEMING 
Assistant Editor 

Phi Theta Kappa, the honor society at College of the 
Main!and, celebrated when math Profes.50r Leslie Richardson 
was honored in April as a Robert Giles Distinguished PTK 
Adviser. This recognition comes after Richardson's 11 years 
as adviser for the honor society. 

He became involved with COM's Sigma Delta chapter 

of Phi Theta Kappa when Professor David Hansmirc re
quested his help. Richardson has since seen the chapter grow 
in tenns of members and their participation. 

The Phi Theta Kappa levels of activity a chapter can be 
classified as, range from Level I to 5 with I being the lowest 
and 5 the highest. When Richardson joined the honor soci
ety as an adviser, he said the chapter was only at an activity 
Level 2. In the last year the chapter has risen to Level 5. 

See Richardson Page 7 

COM complies 
with tobacco· ban 
By ELAINE RUMMEL 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland became a tobacco-free 
campus June 1 after the Board of Trustees passed a 
policy banning tohacco in all forms at the March 23 
Board meeting. The policy also applies to COM the
ater patrons. Campus police ask theater personnel 
to remind theatergoers of the ban. 

According to COM police officers, Thomas 
Dendy and Willie Huerta, the ban is in direct rela
tion lo indiscriminate spitting of tobacco and litter
ing of cigarette butts on campus. , 

. . 
COM has taken several steps to ensure every-

one is aware of the policy. Notiee of the ban }Vas 
published in The (Galveston County) Daily News 
and The Texas City Sun, and signs prohibiting to
baccowerc posted around campu., with most in place 
at least a week before the ban went into effect. 

SQ far the bi:m is working. "We'd like to thank 
a lot of the public who made the transition a lot 
easier," Dendy said. "We thought the start would be 
tough, but it hasn't been." 

Since the policy went into effect only 10 people 
have been caught smoking, and 15 were caught di Jr 
ping. All 25 were visitors and unaware of the cam
pus policy. During several weeks of transition vio
lators received warnings and cards advising them 

See Police Page J 

Professor Dodd wins 
coveted Piper award 

Clarke participates in Dust Cave dig 

BY MICHELLE HILL 
Managing Editor 

"This is the one I've been waiting for!" ex
claimed Emmeline Dodd, College of the Main
land biology professor. "It's the ultimate award a 
teacher can get." 

Dodd was talking about the Piper Professor 
Award, which she was presented at the COM Em

ployee Recognition 
Dinner in May. 

The Piper Award 
has been given annu
ally to IO Texas college 
or university professors 
by the Minnie Stephens 
Piper Foundation of 
San Antonio since 
1958. 

All the winners 
were first selected for 
excellence in teaching 

Emmeline Dodd See Honorarium Page 7 
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By ELAINE RUMMEL 
Staff Reporter 

Through the mentorship of several College of the 
Mainland professors, Stacey Clarke is on an adventure 
underground---on purpose. 

Clarke learned of the National Science Foundation 
Grant two ye;m ago on the Internet. At that time she only 
had one semester of college under her belt, but tried for it 
anyway. 

Clarke wasn't selected, but undallnted, she went to 
sociology professor, Dr. Marty Caylor, for help and set 
about applying again. She also received help from pro
fessors Kathye Bergin, English, and Larry Smith, history. 

This time she was chosen. 
Clarke, along with students from such schools as 

Stanford University in California, Boston University in 
Massachusetts and Indiana University in Bloomington, 
is working at a site in northwest Alabaffia inhabited by 
American Indians more than 5,000 years ago. · 

When asked how she felt about being invited as a 
community college student, Clarke said being from a small 
school was helpful. "The smaller school has an advan
tage because professors can spend so much more time 
with you and become friends." 

Glarke along with nine other students left for the 
See Student Page 8 
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COM student Stacey Clarke contemplate, a 1kull prior 
to her June 8 departure to the northweat Alabama 
archeologlcal dig alte where American Indian, llvad 
5,000 yoaro ago. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 
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Campus Life 

SuperS_tart coordinator Jess Olive poses with students from the 1998 COM SuperStart grou,p. SuperStart is a 
scholarship for area high school juniors and graduating seniors which allows the students to get a head start on 
college. Students take a core class during the first summer session and COM pays for tuition, fees and books. In 
addition to classes, students attend career-oriented lectures and take field trips. (Photo by Elaine Rummel) 

Teacher bewails rigid cutting edge of journalism 

The most overused word in journalism is cut. In the 
movie business cut means that's a wrnp. In jourflalism 
cut means back lo work. 

My tenure as a journalist began quite innocently. 
"I'll do whatever I need to do to get nine journalism 
hours." I s,1id. 

Little did I know that when COM (I mean College 
of the Mainland, spell out on first reference) journalism 
teacher, Astrid H. Lowery, accepted me in her clas:-.es I 
would magically become six people: student, reporter, 
writer, photographer, editor and all-around lackey. 

Not only thl1t, I found myself in a room with 
studenls who not only know more about journalism than 
I do, but who also arc younger than my own daughter. 
They found themselves with, gasp, a high school 
teacher. We circled each other sniffing apprehensively. 

I turn my first assignment in. The other students 
warn me. I smile. After all, how difficult can this be? I 
have been a high school English teacher for mumble 
number of years. I can handle this. 

~Inter COM 
Managing Editor 
Assistant Editor 

STAFF Ri,:PORTERS 

MICHELLE Hll,L 
SHALLON FLEMING 

Did you know that Lowery bleeds green ink? To 
soften the blow when she returns my assignment, she 
says my article is great, but, journalists write a little 
differently. Cut, she says. 

Gone arc my purple passages. Gone are my lengthy 
lead-ins. Cut! 

As we approach deadline Shallon and Michelle are 
worried we don't have enough ~rticles. More stories 
they say. WGII, I come up with my piece de resistance. 
research, I read and I write a brilliant treatise on a 
fascinating subject. Too long they say, cut! 

Back to the drawing board. I write another dazzling 
story. Then I see my story li:-.ted on the budget board as 
almost setting a record for the longest ever written. Hey, 
that ought to get rne an "A." But no! Lowery says "Cut." 

Okay, I cut it. How much? What? Do away with 26 
lines! That's more than half of my masterpiece. Yep, she 
says, cut! 

Okay, I cllt it. Now surely that will do the trick. Still 
too long"? Cut! 

My dining room floor is now wet with drops of 
tears and swe_at. Crumpled sheets of paper are every
where. All my beautiful words just lying there like so 
much worthless garbage. Cut! 

Good, interesting story Shatlon says, hut will 
College of the Mainland students want to read it? At this 
point-forgive me-but I don't really care. I rework it 
though and now everyone likes it. I'm set. 

Four days before deadline, Michelle, the editor, you 
know, she's one of the ones who is younger than my 
daughter. Well, she says to me, "Elaine, it's really a good 
story, but we don't have room for it in the paper." What? 
A few days ago you said we didn't have enough stories. 
"l know," she says, "But now we have tm1 many." Cut! 

Thus ends my six weeks of servitude. And, I came 
in under one page. Well, almost under one page, I forgot 
to double space again. Cut and that's a wrap. 

Editor struggles with 
true meaning of home 

"You can never go home again," Writers Thomas 
Wolfe and William Faulkner pondered whether this 
well-known quote is true, and lately I have also. 

After living more than 18 years in a very large but 
close-knit family, I moved half a stale away to Denton 
which is about an hour north of Dallas. 

My mid-January move was one many people my 
age make: to school. Mine was to the University of 
North Texas. 

After I had made the decision to live so far away 
from home, I started having mixed feelings. I was 
excited about being on my own and getting to go to 
UNT, which ts cohsidered one of the best journalism 
schools in the area, but I was also hesitant for those 
same reasons. 

Then I began questioning myself. I wondered if I 
would be able to come back to the home I had known, or 
would l feel like an outsider? Would my family treat me 
differently? Could a dorm. room the size of a shoe box 
become my "home"? 

These questions really scared me, and no matter 
how much I tried I could not find an answer, 

During my first semester away, the questions 
remained in my mind. I decided that in order to know 
how home would change I needed to define home. 

What does home mean? 
ls home simply a house or an apartment where I 

live? Is home where my family is? Or is home really just 
feelings, such as security, happiness and belonging? 

After spending five months at UNT, then returning 
to TeX.as City for the summer, I have come to the con
clusion that to me home is all of these things and more. 

Home can be a certain place, but that place may 
change frequently. Home is where the people who care 
and worry about me are. Home is love, hope, trust and 
so much more, all mixed together. Home isn't a concrete 
place; it's a wonderful fantasy in my mirid and, as the 
old saying goes, in my heart. The feeling of home gives 
me something to look forward to at the end of the day 
and something to remember when I've moved on to a 
new phase in life. 

Living with my family again is weird. The furniture 
has been moved around, I can't find things in the kitchen 
or the bathroom, and everyone's schedule has changed. 
But it is still home, just a little different. 

I now realize that when l go back to Denton in 
August I will also be going home. But I know I will 
always have a place with my family. And even after 
many more houses and cities have come and gone, all 
the places from my past will still feel like home. 

I now believe you can go home again, because 
home is anywhere and everywhere you are or have been. 

Palrkiii Hill 
Eh1inc Rummel 'Bullet' takes aim at critic; suggests he join InterCOM 
PHOTOGRAPHERS 
P,11rida Hill 
Elaine Rummel 

lA YOUT ARTIST 
Pi,tricia Hill 

INTERCOM ADVISER 
Astrid H. Lowery 

/1J1t'rCOM. " Texa, lnlcm1llc~i:t1c Pn;"" ,\~"._;,,.;"" ""'"l'U.winning m•wsr-,1><"T. is 
pro,Juced by ~fld for s!uJeru, Lll"Collcge "fthc r,fainl,iml: I ~O l\n1h1m R<'a,I: T,•.,,s 
City. T~xas 77~'!1; (4("') 'l.l~· 1: 1 l. ,>c !<>IHrtc (~Ml(\ C.IK-lH\.W, fa1. _114. Cnlkg,• "f 
1h,• Mainland is an ,,ffim,a(ivc Acli<>n/l¼u.11 Opp<>r<unil\' lnsliluli<1n anJ J<><s n<>I 
Ji:"'riruin,llc "" Ille husis <1( mc·e. c»l<lr. nallomtl <>ril''"· se,. rdil'"'"· hanJicap "' 
V1dna"1 Vclcrnn Slalu, 

Editor's note: The following letter is in response to a 
lefter to the Editor puhlished in the May issw.' of 
lnterCOM in which the writer, John Deng, criticized 
thi~· paper a11d the stories in it. 

To the lnterCOM Staff, 
I think you. folks do a great job! 
It is a lime consuming, and a:-; Mr. Deng's editorial 

indicates, a sometime:-; thankless task also. 
I don't believe Mr. Deng's opinion is reprcScntativc 

of students and faculty generally. 
Let me suggest to Mr. Deng that he join the 

·' ·, ' . . ' .. '. . '' . . 

' 

lnterCOM staff and try to improve the product rather 
than just criticize it. 

"Bullet" Bob Wcnnagel, 
Professor of Accounting and Busin~ss Law 

Letters to the Editor policy: lnterCOM welcome~· all 
Letters to the Editor. Please make letters brief and to the 
point. Al/ letters should include a name and daytime 
telephone number for verification. We reserve the right 
to edit all fetters for length, grammar, spelling and 
lihelous content. Letters to the Editor will he printed on 
a ~pace-available basis. 

• 

Professional discusses advertising, art 
BY MICHELLE KILL 
Managing Editor 

John Lowery, president and co-owner of Design at 
Work. an advertising agency in Clear Lake, spoke to Col
lege of the Mainland journalism and graphic arts students 
June 30. Lowery, the son of lnterCOM adviser Astrid H. 
Lowery, shared with the students his experiences in the 
world of advertising. He also talked about skills neces-

high school junior, Lowery decided he wanted to own his 
own ad agency. 

After seeing some of Lowery's artwork his senior 
English teacher introduced him lo her husband, Pat 
Rawlings, art director at Eagle Engineering in Clear Lake. 
At the interview Rawlings told Lowery he probably 
wouldn't get the job due to his lack of experience. How
ever, Lowery had great enthusiasm and a portfolio show
ing such amazing skill, that Rawlings hired Lowery for a 
part-time position, which changed to full time on his first sary to succeed in any career, 

especially art or advertising. ,.,,,.~...,....,,~-==--"' day on the job. 
Lowery stressed that tal

ent, education and enthusiam 
are the key ingredients for suc
cess. but warned a person 
·needs lo have all three if he or 
she wants to succeed, 

He told of his experience 
with a really talented prospec
tive employee. "The portfolio 
was great. He had lots of tal
ent and a good education, but 
this guy just didn't have any 
enthusasium and that was a big 
tum-off." He wasn't hired. 

While Working full time 
at Eagle (an agengy that pro
duced artwork for NASA), 
Lowery attended the Art lnsli~ 
lute of Houston. At Eagle he 
met coworker Mike Stovall 
and they created Design at 
Work, but only as a business 
in their span: time. 

After four years at Eagle, 
Lowery took a job first at 
Space Industries (also servic
ing NASA) in Clear Lake and 
later at Jay Advertising, also 
in the Cl~ar Lake area. Both 
jobs advanced his career. 

Internships was another 
subject Lowery addressed. He 
told the students that intern
ships are valuable because 
they allow students to work in 
their chosen career field while 
still in college. 

After being laid off from ---=..:. ..... jzill Jay Advertising in 1990, due 
Artist John Lowery, president of Design at Work, 
speaks to journalism and graphic arts students about to the agency's money prob
key ingredientsneededtosucceedinbusiness:talent, !ems, Lowery persuaded 
education and enthuslasm.(Photo by Elaine Rummel) Stovall that the two could 

After one graphic arts stu
dent said he couldn't afford lo intern without pay, Lowery 
conceded that internships are often unpaid, but said they 
are worth the sacrifice because they give students valu
able experience, a portfolio of professional work and 
sometimes l~ad to fyll-tim8obs after gr_adualli)n. 

Lowery also said: "You don't get paid to go to school; 
you have to pay. You get educated interning, and you don't 
have to pay for that." 

From early childhood on, Lowery dreamed of being . 
an artist. As he grew older he somewhat revised his goals 
to advertising, a career field in which he could still pur
sue art, yet have a more promising future. When he was a 

make Design at Work a full
time business. Since then their company has grown to 11 
employees and does business both locally and nationally. 

"Neither of us (Lowery and Stovall) really knew any
thing about business. We are very lucky that everything 
wor~Q out for us/' Lowe_ry_told the group, stressing the 
importance of business know-how and mentoring. 

Using examples (both good and bad) from his own 
experiences with Design at Work, Lowery suggested to 
anyone planning to start a company that business educa· 
lion is a necessary element. 

At the end of his talk Lowery showed and explained 
several posters he had drawn and painted. 
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Honorarium finances 
Dodd's European trip 
Continued from Page 1---------
by their individual colleges or universities and then 
from that pool of winners by the Piper committee. 
The committee chooses the most well-rounded 
teachers who have had great impact on their com
munity and their students. 

"I've won COM teacher of the year three times, 
but never won Piper before," said Dodd, who has 
taught biology at COM for 25 years. She explained 
that at COM whoever wins Outstanding Instructor 
of the Year is automatically nominated by the cam
pus for the Piper award. 

Another three-time winner of the outstanding 
teacher award, Renate True, anatomy a~d physiol
ogy professor, was named a Piper Professof in 1990. 

Dodd was one of two community college pro
fessors to be awarded the Piper for 1997-98. The 
other community college professor teaches journal
ism at Kilgore College. 

Dodd explained the process that she and all the 
other nominees had to go through after their nomi
nation. Each Piper nomineee had to have his or her 
college or university president write a statement of 
the professor's duties, abilities and why the nomi
nee deserved to win a Piper. Nominees had to write 
essays explaining their educational background, 
personal experiences, duties on campus and duties 
as a faculty member. 

They also had to list all professional organiza
tions and community activities, any publications 
they had and the highlights of their tiaching career. 
In addition, each professor was required to submit 
a personal statement titled "Why I'm Teaching," and 
an autobiographical sketch. 

Dodd said she believ~s all the required work 
may have discouraged some of the professors. " In 
fact, I think a lot of thOse nominated didn't actually 
apply because there was so much work involved." 

Along with being named a Piper Professor, 
Dodd received a certificate, a gold pin with the Piper 
emblem and a $2,500 honorarium which she used 
for a tr ip to Europe after the spring semester. 

Richardson credits win 
to student commitment 

Summer '98 lnterCOM staff -

Continued from Page 1----------

Since he became the adviser, the honor society 
has contributed to the community and the college 
through service, such as participation in the Adopt-a
H ighway program, educating students and the com
munity about AIDS, and sponsoring "No TV Weck" 
in an attempt to bring families closer. 

Being chosen for the Robert Giles award is a pres
tigious honor. At the international convention, held this 
year in Nashville, Tenn., Phi Theta Kappa presented 
2') awards nationally and three of those in Texas. 

Richardson credit" the support of his cp-adviser 
Kathye Bergin in achieving the award, explaining, 
"She has as much as anything to do with it." 

Bergin was instrumental in securing the award 
for Richardson through a letter of recommendation 
shcsuhmitted to the awards committee. In it she writes, 
"I have been Leslie's co-adviser for the last three and 
a half years and cominue to be amazed and impressed 
by his unselfish commitment to our chapter and to Phi 
Theta Kappa International." 

Though he is very appreciative of administration, 
faculty and staffmenibers at COM, Richardson's deep
est regard lies with the students. He says of the award: 
"I think it is a reflection on the student,;;. I'm Happy to 
have it. For me, it just means we have some wry good 
students." 

• 

The Summer '98 lnterCOM st~ff are Shallon Fleming, assistant editor; Michelle Hill, managing editor; Patricia Hill, 
layout artist; and Elaine Rummel, reporter. Lake Eckert and the COM Student Center are in the background. 

(Photo by Astrid H. Low:~ry) 
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COM gym provides summer recreation 

Looks like a perfect layup as COM students and 
community members enjoy a competitive game of 
pickup basketball while one young man gets ready 
ta check Into the game. Basketball is only one of the 
games available in the gym Mondays-Fridays. The 
gym Is closed weekends.(Photo by Elaine Rummel) 

By PATRICIA HILL 
Staff Reporter 

Looking for a fun and convenient way to stay in 
shape and out of the heat? You don't have to go any 
farther then the College of 1he Mainland gym. 

COM students (with ID cards) can use gym 
facilites for free as long as a class isn't in session. Bas
ketball, volleyball, pickle-ball, table tennis and bad
minton are only open lo adults Mondays-Fridays 7 a.m.-
1 p.m. Adults and youths can use the facilities Mon
days-Fridays 1-5 p.m., and Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays 6:30- lU p.m. The gym is closed weekends. 

The swimming pool is only available for adult lap 
swim Mondays-Fridays 7-9 a.m. and 5-5:45 p.m. 
Adults and youths can use the pool for rec swimming 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 1-5 p.m. and 6:45-
9: 15 p.m., and Tuesdays and Thursdays 3-5 p.m. Lap 
swimming is also allowed during rec times. · 

Community memberships arc $34 for adulls and 
$20 for youths 17 and younger. Family memberships 
are $80 and include parents and children under 18 liv
ing in the same household. Memberships are valid 
through Aug. 31. Monthly adult memberships arc $15. 

For more information about these activities or 
other gym offerings, call (409) 938-1211 or toll-free 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 422. 

Youth canoe camp scheduled at Lake Eckert 
By SHALLON FLEMING 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland invites you to bring your 
youngsters out to Lake Eckert for a few mornings of fun 
in th~ sun while they learn the basics of canoeing. 

Children ages 10-14 are welcome. Maryann Urick, 
Recreational Programs and Student Activities coordina
tor, will instruct this four-day camp July 13-16, from 9:30-
11 :30 a.m. 

Urick is a certified American Red Cross Canoe In-

Crisis hotline accepting 
volunteer applications 
BY MICHELLE HILL 
Managing.Editor 

Crisis Intervention of Houston Inc. is currently ac
cepting applications for crisis hotline volunteers for both 
their Houston and Bay Area centers. 

The crisis hotline provides confidential counseling. 
infonnation and referrals over the telephone, 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week. 

Volunteering takes only four hours a week, provides 
the opportunity to gain experience in the mental health or 
psychology field and helps enhance communication skills. 
Volunteers also become familiar with community re
sources. 

"Many students do this (volunteering) to find out if 
they really want to work in the social services," said 
Lorinda Lane of Crisis Intervention of Houston. "H's a 
good way for them lo get lo know what it's like." 

No cxf)eriencc .is necessary to become a volunteer. 
The only requirements are being at least 15 years old and 
being non-judgmental, objective and caring. 

All new volunteers must attend a six-session train
ing class before starting work. A Jlew training class be
gins Sept. IO at a location not yet determined. Another 
class at the United Way Service Center on Bay Area Bou
levard in Clear Lake begins Oct. 8. 

For more information about becoming a volunteer or 
to receive an application, call (281) 461-9992. 

structor, so your child will get the best possible training. 
"We have probably been doing (the camp) for the 

past 15 years,'' Urick said. "It has usually been an enjoy
able experience for the kids." 

The registration form, available in the gym, st'ates 
that enrollment is limited to 14 participants, so you may 
want to sign up your child early. The fee is $20 per camp 
participant; in addition to the registration form, parents 
must fill out u release form. 

For more information on Canoe Camp, contact Urick 
at (409)938-1211 or(888) 258-8859, Ext. 417. 

Runner enjoys lake 

Maryann Urick, COM Recreational Programs and 
Student Activities coordinator, takes a run around 
Lake Eckert. The jogging trail Is popular with 
local runners. {Photo by Patricia Hill) 
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'98-99 theater season 
promises excitement 
By ELAINE RUMMEL 
Staff Reporter 

The 1998-99 College of the Mainland theater season 
promises to be an exciting one. Jack Westin, Theatre Pro
grams director, and Mark A. Adams, Arena Theatre di
rector, have put together a varied and challenging selec
tion of plays. 

From One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest to Mame, 
this season offers something for everyone. 

COM's Arena Theatre, affectionately kno~n as the 
"Biggest Li'I Theatre in Texas," opens the s.eas.on Sept. 
10 with One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest by Dale 
Wa,-;sermann. Westin, who most recently directed the 
Southwest Premier, Night and Her Stars, will direct. 

Cuckoo's Nest, which focuses on human nonconfor
mity, is based on a 1962 novel by Ken Kesey. It was made 
into-a movie in 1975 and won the year's Academy Award 
for Best Picture. 

The central character, Randall Patrick McMurphy, 
played by Jack Nicholson in the movie, is a convi"ct who 
eVades work and enlivens his prison life by prl!tending to 
be crazy. He is subsequently placed in a mental hospital 
inhabited by bizarre patients and an especially sadistic 
nurse who makes it her duty and her pleji.sure to break his 
spirit. Cuckoo's Nest closes Oct. 4. 

Adams, who has directed as well as starred in many 
COM productions, will direct the next production, The 
Odd Couple. 

This comedy by Neil Simon is based on many typi
cal concerns-marriage, sex, loneliness and aging. II fo
cuses on the interaction of two, not exactly compatible, 
divorced middle-aged men who try to live together to save 
money. Felix is a prudish ncatnik while Oscar is a devil
may-care slob. The Odd Couple, which revolves.around 
their often combative relationship, opens Oct. 29 and 
closes Nov. 22. 

Arthur Miller's All My Sons, the third play of the sea
son, presents such heart-wrenching and troubling moral 
issues as being forced to choose between dishonesty and 
disgrace. The play won The Drama Critics Circle Award 
in 194 7 and was subsequently. made into a movie in 1948. 
All My Sons, directed by Westin, evokes many emotions 
ranging from anger to compassion as a family; struggles 
to preserve itself. This drama runs Jan. 21-Feb. 14. 

The fourth play of the season, A Bedroom Farce, is 
by Alan Ayckbourn, England's reigning "King of Com
edy." Farce takes · a bedroom setting, adds three happy 
couples; mixes in a quarreling-one and stirs. Dir~ted by 
Adams, it will open April 8 and close May 2. 

The Southwest Premiere is a to-be-announced pro
duction that runs June 3-27. 

COM closes the season with Mame, a musical by Jerry 
Herman whose other credits include Hello Dolly and La 
Cage aux Foiles. Mame will be directed by Adams and 
presented on the Arena Theatre stage, not at the Univer
sity of Houston-Clear Lake Bayou Theatre as in the past. 

Mame features an eccentric, unpredictable "auntie" 
whose influence on a young couple's son leads to many 
hilariously frustrating dilemmas for his parents. The mu
sical premiered in 1966 and alternptely starred such well
known actresses as Lucille Ball, Angela Lansbury and 
Ginger Rogers. Mame will run July 29-Aug. 29. 

COM's traditional Free Preview nights are open to 
the college community each Wednesday night preceding 
an opening Thursday night performance. 

All evening performances begin at 8 p.m., Thurs
days-Saturdays. Sunday matinees begin at 2:30 p.m. Re
served and Open Membership subscriptions are available. 

Individual prices for the general public are $8 to $16. 
Discount tickets are $6 to $14 for senior citizens age 62 
or with a COM Senior ID card and for COM students 18 
or older with a current student ID. 

' For membership and/or reservation information, call · 
( 409) 938-1211 ot toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 345. 
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Editor expresses humor 
of confusing Tex-speak 

Texas i~ home to some pretty strange phrases. If I 
were a foreigner, be it from another country or even from 
another state, I'm not sure I'd under.;tand a lick of 
coriversation around here. Hold your hor~es, I'm fixin' to 
gel to my point ... 

We drop our g's and drawl our r's. 
For some strange reason while in our cars, 
we drive on a parl<way and park in a driveway. 
If we don't like you much, we say, 
"Hit the highway!" 
We sing our praises but not to a tune. 
If we think you're nuts, we call you a loon. 
Crazy as a loon isn't crazy like a fox. 
And why can't we let the cat out of the box? 
From the start it was merely my simple intention 
to bring some silly phrases to your attention. 
And now that I've started I'm also confused 
by the phrases we natives so commonly use. 
Smart as a whip you may very well be, 
so I hope you've been able to follow me 
through this mess of a language with all of its q\Jirks. 
Yet, however messy, it still has its perks. 
Where else c.an you be as happy as a lark? 
I hope by this question, debate doesn't spark. 
I'm Texan most definitely through and through. 
If cul, I just might bleed red, white and blue. 
.But by this I me3.n no one any offense. 
Instead I offer to you this defense: 
Wherever you're from, we're all now here, 
So hats off to the home that we all hold dear. 
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Visual arts Professor James Templer discusses basic shape and texture techniques with his summer Drawing I 
class. He bellaves that art Is a totally learnable sklll which teaches dlscipllne and problem solvlng. Students 
pictured are Wendy Shirley (left) and Dal~lah Hamead. (Photo by Elaine Rummel) 

Police warning cards aid in tobacco ban 
Continued from Page 11-----------

of the tobacco ban. 
COM police said the idea for the cards came from Uni

versity of Houston-Clear Lake chief of police, Michael 
Herbst, who said the cards worked well when the university 
made its transition to a tobacco-free campus~ 

The fine for students and visitors is $25 for the first 
violation, $50 for the second and disciplinary action, includ
ing possible expulsion from the campus, for the third. 

Fines for COM employees are $25 for the first viola
tion, and $50 for the second with referral to the college presi
dent for disciplinary action which may include tennination. 

Use of tobacco is allowed inside a vehicle localed in an 
approved, designated parking lot or in the I 0-foot easement 
around the perimeter of the canipuS, 

COM police will strictly cr\('orce this policy on all indi
viduals on campus. Officers caution everyone\hat fines will 
be imposed for throwing cigarette butts or any other trash 
out car windows. Littering is a. Class C misdemeanor and 
carries fines of up to $5011 

• In other COM police action: a counterfeit $10 bill was 
turned in to the police station after being passed in the gyrT\. 
Cashiers in the Administration Building made the discov
ery. The hill is being held for fingerprint identification. 

Former immigrant relives awe of first view of U.S. 

I've been an American for so long now. that it's hard 
to remember I was ever an immigrant. But I was. I was 
part of the "huddled masses" welcomed to the United 
States by the Statue of Liberty. 

I was 9 years old when my mother and I sailed into 
New York harbor Jan. 16, 1952. The event signaled a 
momentous change in my life, but I saw it merely as an 
adventure. Sailing across the Atlantic on the Italian liner, 
the Sartumia, I experienced and savored things the 
playmates I'd left behind in Genna·ny never would. 

During that five-day journey, surrounded by nothing 
but water, I had no inkling of how consequential a 
decision my mother had made in bringing us to this 
country. I had no real understanding of what i1 meant to 
leave behind a lifetime of experiences and step into the 
unknown, even if it was into a land that beckoned with 
friendship and the promise of a better life. 

The day our ship docked began before daylight. I 
was extremely sleepy when my mother pulled me up on 
deck to get a glimpse of the Statue of Liberty and the 
New York skyline. I don't rememher being impressed 
initially by what I saw, but I did get caught up in the 

. excitement of the other passangers, especially the adults 
who like my mother understood very well what a 
tremendous leap of faith they had made in claiming a 
new country. 

Miss Liberty was loudly cheered by the adults, and 

' 

' 

we children joined in. As the sleep left my eyes, I wa~ 
awed by the sight-a gigantic city and a statue guarding 
her harbor. 

Ellis Island had been closed for about a year by the 
time we immigrants arrived, but we were not spared the 
long hours of being processed-into the United States. I 
really don't remember much of the ordeal except that 
getting off the ship seemed to take hours. Then in' the 
landing area more hours passed as I sat guarding our 
suitcases while my mother filled out more paperwork. 
Finau)' the process was over and we were free to go. 

It was mid-afternoon when we made nur way out 
onto the streets of New York and hailed a cab. The train 
to Indianapolis, Ind., our final destination, departed later 
that evening, so my mother wanted to squeeze in as 
much sightseeing as she could. I remember only three 
events of that afternoon: that our cabdriver was ex
tremely kind and helpful; that I v.:as tremendously 
impressed by the Empire State Building; and that we ate 
dinner, sausage and sauerkraut, in a German restaurant. 
After the babble of English all day long, it was good to 
hear German. 

My mother was already lluent in English when we 
arrived, but I could not speak a word of it. In fact, 
during our first few months in the states, I tried valiantly 
to teach everyone German. EventlJ:"IIY I gave in and 
learned Engfo;.h. 

My first Fourth of July was wonderful. 
Our sponsors, a farm family in Minnesota, pul on a 

great big Fourth of July festival at their lake each year, 
and we had been invited to come and celebrate with 
them and meet them for the first time. 

My mother and I arrived after a long, hot car trip 
·and were welcomed like long-lost relatives. A huge 
crowd gathered to embrace us, each person expressing 

_ his or her welcome .. Food was pressed on us all day 
long, and the children took me in as one of them. By 
then I'd learned English, and though I sounded funny, al 
least I could communicate. 

That evening I saw my first fireworks display. l've 
probably seen more impressive ones since then, but that 
was the best. I didn't really understand then what we 
were celebrating, but in the years following, studying 
American history and government, I learned the mean
ing of the Fourth of July and how lucky I am to be a 
citizen of this great country. 

And yes, I've been an American so long that 
sometimes I forget how fortunate I am to he living here. 
But when I hear the "Star Spangled Banner," I get a 
lump in my throat, my eyes get moist and l remember 
my first glimpse of Miss Liberty. It was a cold g~~y 
morning, she was shrouded in mist, and I was an 
immigrant. 
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'What We Did on Our Summer Vacation' 
In elementary school, the first day of each new school year always seemed 

to begin Oie same-an essay titled, ""What J Did on My Summer Vaca~ion." 
The -stories featured on these pages tell just that, what we lnterCOM staffers 

did on ours, Wheth!N' yi;,u chQose a concert, the zoo~ a museum or the theater, we 
hope OW' tales inspire you to try something ~w-before the summer winds down. 

New exhibits at museum 
By SHALWN FLEMING 
Assistant Editor 

Walk through an Aztec temple and learn the legend of Xolotl. Search for cures to dis
eases while traveling along the banks of the Amazon. Visit America's most beautiful national 
parks through the ~Ye of a camera. This summer, experience it all at the Houston Museum of 
Natural Science with tltc.,,opening of a new hall, the release of a new IMAX film, and the 
exhibit of works from a popular and innuential photographer. 

The John P. McGovern Hall of the Americas opened to the public June 12. ThiS penna

nent exhibit features 10 galleries devoted to the many different culture!'; of North and South 
America. The hall represents native people from the Arctic, the United States and the Andes, 
as well as M~yan and Aztec civilizations. The galleries display artifacts spanning 11,000 

years of American history. Mimi Crossley, museum curator of pre-Columbian collections, 
said, "The final result captures our visitors' imaginations and helps all ofus ·understand that 
who we are today is linked to our past" 

Crossley brought to the South American galleries ideas for the recreations of a Mayan 
temple, an Aztec temple and the royal enclo!1.urc of a major pre-Inca site of Peru. While 
passing a statue in the life-size Templo Mayor exhibit, sh.e retold the Aztec legend of Xololl 

An authentic house post commissioned by the 
Houston Museum of Natural Sclece is Just one of 
the many Items on display at the museum's new
est permanent exhibit, the John P. McGovern Hall, 
of the Americas which opened June 13. 

who would send his "minions" out 
to chase naughty children who 
stayed outside too late. The authen
tic Templo Mayor is currently be
ing excavated in Mexico City. 

During a tour of the North 
American galleries, Curator of An
thropology Elisa Phelps said: 
"These cultures are not all disap
pearing. Ancient ceremonies are 
still prae,1iced today." She described 
the potlatch ceremony of the North
west Coast during which "guests 
pay respect to their host and in re
turn receive gifts in recognition of 
their participation in the occasion." 
Early missionaries felt threatened 
by this reinforcement or clan ties 
and the ceremony was banned in the 
1880s until the 1950s. However, the 
potlatch traditions survived and 
continue today. 

"Visitors to the John P. 
McGovern Hall of the Americas 
will learn about the remarkable ac

complishments of native peoples 
while experiencing the cultures that 
existed many years ago and explor
ing aspects with cultures that still 
exist today," Phelps said. 

Audiences will discover the 
splendor of the world's mightiest 
river in the museum's newest 
IMAX film, Amazon. Directed by 

Keith Merrill, the movie documents the col\aborntive journey of two men of different back
grounds united by one common goal. An American scientist and a tribal shaman search the 
plants of the Amazon in hopes of finding cures for diseases facing the world today. 

Amazon, which has been nominated for an Academy Award, will play at the museum's 
Wortham IMAX Theatre July IO-Jan. 31. 

More than 100 photographs will be displayed July 14-Aug. 29 when the museum pre
sents Ansel Adams, A Legac,y: Masterworks from Collectio11 of the Friends of Photography. 

In a June 15 news release, the museum described him as "one of the most influential 
photographers of the 20th century, ... Adams spent more than 40 years actively photograph
ing and perfecting his craft in the darkroom.'' 

The exhibit will feature well-recognized phOtos of national parks such as Yosemite. 
Price of this exhibit iS included with purchase of a permanent exhibits ticket. 

Other museum features include the Burke Baker Planetarium, the Cockrell Butterfly 
Center, the George Observatory and rock laser light shows. 

The Houston Museum of Natural Science hours of operation are Mondays-Saturdays 
9a.m.-6 p.m. and Sundays 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 

Admission to the museum's permanent exhibits is adults, $4; children under 12, $2. 
AdmissiO!} to the Wortham IMAX Theatre is adults, $6; children under 12, $3.50. 

50,000 fans sizzle 
at Strait festival 
By EIAINE RUMMEL 
Staff Reporter 

The June 6 George Strait Country Music Festi
val, sponsored by Nokia, Chevrolet and Wrangler, was 
held at a mobbed Rice Stadium, Houston, where the 
95 degree temperature felt like 120. lnterCOM's staff 
fought the crowd and heat as Nokia's invited guests. 

,, 

Anything Goes sets sail for laughter 
By MICHELLE HILL 
Managing Editor' 

As the finale for the 1997-98 season, the College of the 
Mainland Arena Theatre will present Cole Porter's musical 
Anything Goes at the University of Houston-Clear Lake 
Bayou Theatre Aug. 6-23. 

The musical, directed by COM Arena Theatre Director 
Mark A. Adams, has a cast of 30 and includes singing and 
tap-dancing scenes: 

Anything Goes is set in 1934 on an oceanliner leaving 
New York and heading for England; the musical showcases 
a few ever-changing and often comical relationships.A<lams 
said the show can only be described as a romantic, comedy
musical. 

Showtimes are Thursdays-Satur<lays 8 p.m. and 2:30 

p.m. Sundays. Tickets are now on sale and can be purchased 
Tuesdays-Fridays 10-4 p.m. at the COM Arena Theatre box 
office. 

Beginning Aug. 6, tickets may be purchased at the 
UHCL Bayou Theatre box office before each show. The box 
office, located on the second floor of the Bayou Building, 
will sell tickets Thursdays-Saturdays 5 p.m. until showtime 
and Sundays 1:30 until .showtime. 

licketli range from $15 for regular admission and $13 
for discount admission. Tickets for rows K-Q are $11, or $9 
with a discount. Discounted admission is for students (from 
any school), senior adults and children 4 and older. Children 
3 or younger will not be admitted. 

For other information or to purchase tickets, call the 
COM theater box office at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 345. 

The staff had floor seats, much better than the 
bleachers around them, but in an attempt to save the 
field, festivc1l organizers had covered the grnss with 
black plastic. Unfortunately, they did not consider the 
heat factor of the sun's intense rays being absorbed 
by the black plastic. The bright, hot sun generated 
business for the sunglasses and cold drinks conces
sion stands as approximately 50,000 sweltering coun
try music fans SOught ways to survive the day. 

The festival opened with Asleep at the Wheel, 
Lila McCann and Lee Ann Womack. Faith Hill, John 
Michael Montgomery and Tim McGraw rounded out 
the opening acts. 

Tim McGraw sings to an enthusiastic crowd during his performance at the George Strait Country Music 
Fesival June 6 at Rice Stadium in Houston. (Photo by E.lalne Runnel) 

Upcoming Houston-Area Concerts 
July 12 
July 13 
July 14 
July 17 
July 18 
July 19· 
July 21 
July 22 
July 23 
July ;24 
July24 
July26 
July 28 
Jul-v 29 
July31 
July31 
Aug. I 
Au_g. 2 

Smashing Pumpkins at Aerial Theater at Bayou Place 
Joe Satriani at Aerial Theater 

Aug.6 
Aug. 7 
Aug.8 
Aug.9 
Aug.14 
Aug. 14 
Aug. 20 
Aug. 21 
Aug. 25 
Aug. 28 
Sep.4 
Sep.6 
Sep. JI 
Scp.23 
Sep. 24 
Sep. 25 
Sep. ".10 
Oct.1 

Smokin' Groove Tour at Aslroarena 
Gene \¼Itson al Raceway Park 
V.ms Wmpcd Tour at Astroarena 
The ¼.rve at Aerial Theater The atmospher~ outside the stadium was like a 

circus. Souvenir stands were selling T-shirts and other 
memorabilia. Tents were everywhere. One tent dis
played Nokia products with games for winning T
shirts and posters. Another tent displayed new Chevy 
trucks and monster trucks with gargantuan tires. 

Young Country, 95.7; 93 O Country, 92.9; and 
KILT 101.7 played loud music and gave away stick
ers and buttons. Carnival rides, game booths, conces
sion stands and a second stage featuring rising stars 
Jesse Dayton, Big House and Shane Stockton added 
to the entertainment of the day. 

Covered areas with spraying water were offered 
to those who wanted a fast way to cool off. The first
aid station stayed busy with fans suffering from too 

much heat, too much excitement or too much beer. 
Hill, her pregnancy obvious, didn't let the heat 

slow her down as she petformed such hits as "Stay 
With Me," "Wild One" and her latest, "This Kiss." 

Exira special moments leading up lo George 
Strait's appearance, such as John Michael Montgom
ery singing "Sweet Home Alabama," made the sun
burns and the heat-prostration bearable. The excited 
fans leaped to their feet, clapping, swaying and sing
ing along. The crowd wouldn't sit down again until 
after Tim McGraw's "One of These Days," "Don't 
Take the Girl" and "It's Your Love," a duet pcrform<;d 
with wife Faith Hill, which ended hii set. 

George Strait's perfonnance was delay~ briefly 
while the stage was being set up. The audienc;e clapped 
and shouted: "George," "George." When George and 
the Ace in the Hole band finally took the stage at 7;45 

p.m., the stadium reverberated with the roar of fans 
who had waited all day for just that moment. 

Strait opened his set with "Take Mc Back to 
Tulsa," a real crowd pleaser. He continued with many 
of his own hits and mixed in some old familiar coun
try tunes of Merle Haggard, Conway Twitty and oth
ers. lnterCOM's staff waited in vain for "All My Ex's 

Live in Texas," "Ocean Front Property," "You Look 
So Good in Love" and "Marina Del Rey." 

Despite disappointment at not hearing their fa
vorites, the staffers thought the concert a terrific expe
rience as Strait offered a variety of songs ranging from 
new hits such as "I Just Want to Dance With You," to 
old favorites like the song Strait chose to end his set, 
"This is Where the Cowboy Rides Away." It was an 
appropriate last song for the last show on the last stop 
of the 1998 George Strait Country Music Festival Tour. 

Little Feat at Aerial Theater 
Lee Roy Parnell at Sam Houston RiK."eway Park 
Stevie Nicks at Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavillion 
David Allen Coe at Shenanigan's (fox:as City) 
Savage Garden at Houston Arena Theatre 
Jethro Tull at Aerial Theater 
Seven Mary Three at The Abyss 
Ronnie Milsap at Raceway Park 
Jeny Jeff Walker at Aerial Theater 
B-52's & The Preten¢rs at Woodland,:;, 
Backstreet Boys at Woodlands 
Lilith Faire at Woodlands 
'The Lynns at Raceway Park 
Grover Washington Jr. at Aerial Theater 
International Jazz Festival at Miller Ou1door1lieatre 
Metallica at Woodlands 

Asleep at lhe Wheel at Raceway Park 
DavcMallhews Band at Woodlands 
Ridc<s in lhe Sky at Areial Theater 
RhettAkins al Raceway Park 
SP"' Girls at Woodlands 
Doug Supernaw at Raceway P:uk 
Clay Walker at Woodlands 
Merle Hagg,,ro at Raceway P:uk 
The Rippingions at Aerial Theater 
Matchbox 20 at Woodlatids 
Jonny Lang at Houston Arena Theatre 
Willie Nelson at Arena 11lcatre 
JimlTl)I Page andlWbeifPlant at Woodlands 
The FabulousThundemirdsatk>ne\Plaza 

Luna Bela, 10-month-old baby orangutan, lives.the life of Riley at Houston Zoo 
By ELAINE RUMMEL 
Staff Reporter 

Houston has a brand new baby. After 75 years of existence the Houston ZoologicaJ Garden 
became the proud owner of a new baby orangutan, and zoo personnel became the godparents. 

Kelly, a 17-year-old Houston Zoo orangutan, was allowed to become pregnant. The zoo had 
planned her pregnancy because to control the zoo population and maintain adequate space, ani
mals cannot he allowed to have babies at will. Contraceptive~ are used to cnsur~ they do not. 

Oil Sept. 18, 1997, Kelly gave birth to a 3-pound baby, Luna Bela. (Luna, Spanish for moon, 
because Kelly was in labor the night of a full moon, and Bela, Indonesian meaning to care for). 

Kelly was very affectionate with her new baby and showed that she wass good mom in all the 
nonnal ways except for the need to breastfeed. When the baby would fuss she would bring it up to 
her mouth and nuzzle it and the baby would settle down. Kelly seemed to think that was all that 
was required. She just couldn't understand that she was supposed to hold the baby to her breast. 

Barbara Lester, Houston Zoo curator of primates and small mammals,.said: "The reason that 
human caregivers had to intercede with Luna was that her mother did not know how to feed her." 
To understand Kelly's hesitation to nurse, it is important to know that she was born in captivity and 
had no experience with natural mothering. 

Lester had to find another mother, and with no other orangutan to substitute, the zoo employ
ees began to care for Luna. A baby orangutan clings to its mother until it is aboul 4 years old and 
relies solely on her for food until it is weaned at age 6 or 7. 

The caregivers alternated sleeping on a chaise lounge in the primate nighthouse with Luna on 
their stomachs. But the 24-houT'-a-day regimen was too much for them 'alone, so a search for 
additional surrogate mothers began. 

Angie Chivers and Janis Balsamo, Clear Creek Independent School District teachers, had 
been zoo volunteers for a while, so when they heard of the search, they applied immediately. 

Friends kept a:king if they had heard yet. The secretaries at the schools, fellow teachers, even 
people at their hair salon, everyone got involved in the wait to see if Luna would vicariously be 
theirs through Balsamo and Chivers. 

Finally, June 1, the phone rang. They had been chosen. Balsamo was assigned the Thursday 7 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. shift. Chivers has Thursday 12:15-6 p.m. Zoo employees and other volunteers 
cover the rest of the week. Now the zoo has a waiting list of people wanting to be caregivers. 

light pink patches around her eyes signal to other orangutans that she is young and needs to be 
taken care of. Most intriguing are Luna's big, round black eyes that look straight at you as if she 
were taking i1_1 everything you say. One look into those eyes and it's easy to understand how 
Balsamo and Chivers got hooked. But don't Jet appearances fool you. When Luna grows up she 

will be a 130-pound great ape, a bit 

too big and too unpredictable to have 
around. 

Lester stresses that orangutans 
and the other primates do not make 
good pets. "They need the compan
ionship of their own species. Taken out 
of the zoo environment they can con
tract and transmit diseases. They can 
also become dangerous and aggressive 
as they reach adulthood." 

Caregivers must wear masks and 
gloves to prevent Luna from contract
ing any of their germs. They must 
wash their hands frequently and not 
work when they are ill, for even a com
mon cold could be lethal for Luna. 

Everything Luna does is docu
mented. She is fed seven times a day, 
drinks lsomil formula from a bottle, 
is fed plain yogurt from a ~yringe and 
spoon-fed baby rice cereal, mashed ba
nanas, steamed fruits and vegetables. 
Luna's first feeding is at 7 a.m. 

Protocol requires caregivers to have Luna spend 75 percent of her waking hours in front of the 
cages of the adult orangutans. Luna has a ·specially built 6-foot high Jungle Gym to climb on. It is 
portable so it can be taken to the stage when she is exhibited. 

In the exhibit area is a 3 foot by 2 foot pool that she likes to dip her hand into. Orangutans 
don't swim, but they are comfortable around water since the rain forest is their natural habitat. 
When Luna i.s splashed, she likes to suck the water from her hair. She sleeps in a crate similar to 
a large animal carrying case, with a stuffed animal to give her a sense~of :,;ecurity. 

Luna must be treated \ik_e an orangutan at all times. "You are no longer a human being," 
Lester cautions the beg~nning caregivers. "You are trying to be an orangutan mom. Your'whole 
thinking process has to change until you think like an orangutan." Wanting to make sure her 
caregivers don't lose sight of their purpose, Lester adds, "Our goal is to get her back with the other 
orangutans as soon as she is ready." ' 

-Being an orangutan mom and carrying Luna on your back docs have its drawbacks because 
Luna doesn't wear diapers. When asked what she does if 
acCidents occur, Balsamo says, "I just wipe it off," add
ing, "and I take a long hot shower as soon as I get home." 

Luna's mother is curious about her, but two of the 
others, a female named Cheyenne, and Doc, a male, re
ally seem fascinated by her. The zoo hopes to fit her in 
with them or other orangutans as soon as she can be 
weaned from the bottle and is strong enough to fend for 
herself. 

How much longer this surrogate mothering contin
ues depends on Luna and the other orangutans. The zoo 
employees and the volunteer caregivers are working hard 
to make sure Luna will soon become a happy, indepen
dent member of the Great Apes exhibit. 

Al HJ months Luna weighs 11 pounds. She has a tiny body with little bent legs and dispropor
tionately long arms, an indication Of how she'll look as an adult. She has long brown, coarse hair 
that stands straight up around her bald forehead, bringing to mind the phra:,;e: "bad hair day." The 

Luna, Houston Zoo's baby orangutan, clings to 
Janis Balsamo, one of her surrogate mothers. 
Balsamo cares for L"!na five ~urs ,on Thursdays. 

After she eats, she plays in the or
angutan exhibit, while the other ani
mals are still in their.nighthouse. This 
is to acClimate her to the exhibit and 
the outside. At other times she plays 
in front of the orangutan cages 10 get 
used to them and they to ht;r. 

Luna can be seen at 11 a.m. and at 2 p.m. in the 
Brown Education Center Auditorium. She will be on stage 
with a caregiver who will give a presentation about her. 
She cannot be touched, but pictures are allowed. The 
Houston Zoo is open every day from 9-6 p.m. On Thurs
days the zoo is open until 8 p.m. Tickets are $2.50 for 
adults; 50 cents for children 3-12; under 3 free; and $2 
for 65 and older. 

Angie Chivers, another surrogate 
mother, holds Luna. Chivers is 
wearing the mask required of Vola 
unteers caring for the orangutan. 
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COM gym provides summer recreation 

Looks like a perfect layup as COM students and 
community members enjoy a competitive game of 
pickup basketball while one young man gets ready 
ta check Into the game. Basketball is only one of the 
games available in the gym Mondays-Fridays. The 
gym Is closed weekends.(Photo by Elaine Rummel) 

By PATRICIA HILL 
Staff Reporter 

Looking for a fun and convenient way to stay in 
shape and out of the heat? You don't have to go any 
farther then the College of 1he Mainland gym. 

COM students (with ID cards) can use gym 
facilites for free as long as a class isn't in session. Bas
ketball, volleyball, pickle-ball, table tennis and bad
minton are only open lo adults Mondays-Fridays 7 a.m.-
1 p.m. Adults and youths can use the facilities Mon
days-Fridays 1-5 p.m., and Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays 6:30- lU p.m. The gym is closed weekends. 

The swimming pool is only available for adult lap 
swim Mondays-Fridays 7-9 a.m. and 5-5:45 p.m. 
Adults and youths can use the pool for rec swimming 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 1-5 p.m. and 6:45-
9: 15 p.m., and Tuesdays and Thursdays 3-5 p.m. Lap 
swimming is also allowed during rec times. · 

Community memberships arc $34 for adulls and 
$20 for youths 17 and younger. Family memberships 
are $80 and include parents and children under 18 liv
ing in the same household. Memberships are valid 
through Aug. 31. Monthly adult memberships arc $15. 

For more information about these activities or 
other gym offerings, call (409) 938-1211 or toll-free 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 422. 

Youth canoe camp scheduled at Lake Eckert 
By SHALLON FLEMING 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland invites you to bring your 
youngsters out to Lake Eckert for a few mornings of fun 
in th~ sun while they learn the basics of canoeing. 

Children ages 10-14 are welcome. Maryann Urick, 
Recreational Programs and Student Activities coordina
tor, will instruct this four-day camp July 13-16, from 9:30-
11 :30 a.m. 

Urick is a certified American Red Cross Canoe In-

Crisis hotline accepting 
volunteer applications 
BY MICHELLE HILL 
Managing.Editor 

Crisis Intervention of Houston Inc. is currently ac
cepting applications for crisis hotline volunteers for both 
their Houston and Bay Area centers. 

The crisis hotline provides confidential counseling. 
infonnation and referrals over the telephone, 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week. 

Volunteering takes only four hours a week, provides 
the opportunity to gain experience in the mental health or 
psychology field and helps enhance communication skills. 
Volunteers also become familiar with community re
sources. 

"Many students do this (volunteering) to find out if 
they really want to work in the social services," said 
Lorinda Lane of Crisis Intervention of Houston. "H's a 
good way for them lo get lo know what it's like." 

No cxf)eriencc .is necessary to become a volunteer. 
The only requirements are being at least 15 years old and 
being non-judgmental, objective and caring. 

All new volunteers must attend a six-session train
ing class before starting work. A Jlew training class be
gins Sept. IO at a location not yet determined. Another 
class at the United Way Service Center on Bay Area Bou
levard in Clear Lake begins Oct. 8. 

For more information about becoming a volunteer or 
to receive an application, call (281) 461-9992. 

structor, so your child will get the best possible training. 
"We have probably been doing (the camp) for the 

past 15 years,'' Urick said. "It has usually been an enjoy
able experience for the kids." 

The registration form, available in the gym, st'ates 
that enrollment is limited to 14 participants, so you may 
want to sign up your child early. The fee is $20 per camp 
participant; in addition to the registration form, parents 
must fill out u release form. 

For more information on Canoe Camp, contact Urick 
at (409)938-1211 or(888) 258-8859, Ext. 417. 

Runner enjoys lake 

Maryann Urick, COM Recreational Programs and 
Student Activities coordinator, takes a run around 
Lake Eckert. The jogging trail Is popular with 
local runners. {Photo by Patricia Hill) 
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'98-99 theater season 
promises excitement 
By ELAINE RUMMEL 
Staff Reporter 

The 1998-99 College of the Mainland theater season 
promises to be an exciting one. Jack Westin, Theatre Pro
grams director, and Mark A. Adams, Arena Theatre di
rector, have put together a varied and challenging selec
tion of plays. 

From One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest to Mame, 
this season offers something for everyone. 

COM's Arena Theatre, affectionately kno~n as the 
"Biggest Li'I Theatre in Texas," opens the s.eas.on Sept. 
10 with One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest by Dale 
Wa,-;sermann. Westin, who most recently directed the 
Southwest Premier, Night and Her Stars, will direct. 

Cuckoo's Nest, which focuses on human nonconfor
mity, is based on a 1962 novel by Ken Kesey. It was made 
into-a movie in 1975 and won the year's Academy Award 
for Best Picture. 

The central character, Randall Patrick McMurphy, 
played by Jack Nicholson in the movie, is a convi"ct who 
eVades work and enlivens his prison life by prl!tending to 
be crazy. He is subsequently placed in a mental hospital 
inhabited by bizarre patients and an especially sadistic 
nurse who makes it her duty and her pleji.sure to break his 
spirit. Cuckoo's Nest closes Oct. 4. 

Adams, who has directed as well as starred in many 
COM productions, will direct the next production, The 
Odd Couple. 

This comedy by Neil Simon is based on many typi
cal concerns-marriage, sex, loneliness and aging. II fo
cuses on the interaction of two, not exactly compatible, 
divorced middle-aged men who try to live together to save 
money. Felix is a prudish ncatnik while Oscar is a devil
may-care slob. The Odd Couple, which revolves.around 
their often combative relationship, opens Oct. 29 and 
closes Nov. 22. 

Arthur Miller's All My Sons, the third play of the sea
son, presents such heart-wrenching and troubling moral 
issues as being forced to choose between dishonesty and 
disgrace. The play won The Drama Critics Circle Award 
in 194 7 and was subsequently. made into a movie in 1948. 
All My Sons, directed by Westin, evokes many emotions 
ranging from anger to compassion as a family; struggles 
to preserve itself. This drama runs Jan. 21-Feb. 14. 

The fourth play of the season, A Bedroom Farce, is 
by Alan Ayckbourn, England's reigning "King of Com
edy." Farce takes · a bedroom setting, adds three happy 
couples; mixes in a quarreling-one and stirs. Dir~ted by 
Adams, it will open April 8 and close May 2. 

The Southwest Premiere is a to-be-announced pro
duction that runs June 3-27. 

COM closes the season with Mame, a musical by Jerry 
Herman whose other credits include Hello Dolly and La 
Cage aux Foiles. Mame will be directed by Adams and 
presented on the Arena Theatre stage, not at the Univer
sity of Houston-Clear Lake Bayou Theatre as in the past. 

Mame features an eccentric, unpredictable "auntie" 
whose influence on a young couple's son leads to many 
hilariously frustrating dilemmas for his parents. The mu
sical premiered in 1966 and alternptely starred such well
known actresses as Lucille Ball, Angela Lansbury and 
Ginger Rogers. Mame will run July 29-Aug. 29. 

COM's traditional Free Preview nights are open to 
the college community each Wednesday night preceding 
an opening Thursday night performance. 

All evening performances begin at 8 p.m., Thurs
days-Saturdays. Sunday matinees begin at 2:30 p.m. Re
served and Open Membership subscriptions are available. 

Individual prices for the general public are $8 to $16. 
Discount tickets are $6 to $14 for senior citizens age 62 
or with a COM Senior ID card and for COM students 18 
or older with a current student ID. 

' For membership and/or reservation information, call · 
( 409) 938-1211 ot toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 345. 

• 
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Editor expresses humor 
of confusing Tex-speak 

Texas i~ home to some pretty strange phrases. If I 
were a foreigner, be it from another country or even from 
another state, I'm not sure I'd under.;tand a lick of 
coriversation around here. Hold your hor~es, I'm fixin' to 
gel to my point ... 

We drop our g's and drawl our r's. 
For some strange reason while in our cars, 
we drive on a parl<way and park in a driveway. 
If we don't like you much, we say, 
"Hit the highway!" 
We sing our praises but not to a tune. 
If we think you're nuts, we call you a loon. 
Crazy as a loon isn't crazy like a fox. 
And why can't we let the cat out of the box? 
From the start it was merely my simple intention 
to bring some silly phrases to your attention. 
And now that I've started I'm also confused 
by the phrases we natives so commonly use. 
Smart as a whip you may very well be, 
so I hope you've been able to follow me 
through this mess of a language with all of its q\Jirks. 
Yet, however messy, it still has its perks. 
Where else c.an you be as happy as a lark? 
I hope by this question, debate doesn't spark. 
I'm Texan most definitely through and through. 
If cul, I just might bleed red, white and blue. 
.But by this I me3.n no one any offense. 
Instead I offer to you this defense: 
Wherever you're from, we're all now here, 
So hats off to the home that we all hold dear. 
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Visual arts Professor James Templer discusses basic shape and texture techniques with his summer Drawing I 
class. He bellaves that art Is a totally learnable sklll which teaches dlscipllne and problem solvlng. Students 
pictured are Wendy Shirley (left) and Dal~lah Hamead. (Photo by Elaine Rummel) 

Police warning cards aid in tobacco ban 
Continued from Page 11-----------

of the tobacco ban. 
COM police said the idea for the cards came from Uni

versity of Houston-Clear Lake chief of police, Michael 
Herbst, who said the cards worked well when the university 
made its transition to a tobacco-free campus~ 

The fine for students and visitors is $25 for the first 
violation, $50 for the second and disciplinary action, includ
ing possible expulsion from the campus, for the third. 

Fines for COM employees are $25 for the first viola
tion, and $50 for the second with referral to the college presi
dent for disciplinary action which may include tennination. 

Use of tobacco is allowed inside a vehicle localed in an 
approved, designated parking lot or in the I 0-foot easement 
around the perimeter of the canipuS, 

COM police will strictly cr\('orce this policy on all indi
viduals on campus. Officers caution everyone\hat fines will 
be imposed for throwing cigarette butts or any other trash 
out car windows. Littering is a. Class C misdemeanor and 
carries fines of up to $5011 

• In other COM police action: a counterfeit $10 bill was 
turned in to the police station after being passed in the gyrT\. 
Cashiers in the Administration Building made the discov
ery. The hill is being held for fingerprint identification. 

Former immigrant relives awe of first view of U.S. 

I've been an American for so long now. that it's hard 
to remember I was ever an immigrant. But I was. I was 
part of the "huddled masses" welcomed to the United 
States by the Statue of Liberty. 

I was 9 years old when my mother and I sailed into 
New York harbor Jan. 16, 1952. The event signaled a 
momentous change in my life, but I saw it merely as an 
adventure. Sailing across the Atlantic on the Italian liner, 
the Sartumia, I experienced and savored things the 
playmates I'd left behind in Genna·ny never would. 

During that five-day journey, surrounded by nothing 
but water, I had no inkling of how consequential a 
decision my mother had made in bringing us to this 
country. I had no real understanding of what i1 meant to 
leave behind a lifetime of experiences and step into the 
unknown, even if it was into a land that beckoned with 
friendship and the promise of a better life. 

The day our ship docked began before daylight. I 
was extremely sleepy when my mother pulled me up on 
deck to get a glimpse of the Statue of Liberty and the 
New York skyline. I don't rememher being impressed 
initially by what I saw, but I did get caught up in the 

. excitement of the other passangers, especially the adults 
who like my mother understood very well what a 
tremendous leap of faith they had made in claiming a 
new country. 

Miss Liberty was loudly cheered by the adults, and 

' 

' 

we children joined in. As the sleep left my eyes, I wa~ 
awed by the sight-a gigantic city and a statue guarding 
her harbor. 

Ellis Island had been closed for about a year by the 
time we immigrants arrived, but we were not spared the 
long hours of being processed-into the United States. I 
really don't remember much of the ordeal except that 
getting off the ship seemed to take hours. Then in' the 
landing area more hours passed as I sat guarding our 
suitcases while my mother filled out more paperwork. 
Finau)' the process was over and we were free to go. 

It was mid-afternoon when we made nur way out 
onto the streets of New York and hailed a cab. The train 
to Indianapolis, Ind., our final destination, departed later 
that evening, so my mother wanted to squeeze in as 
much sightseeing as she could. I remember only three 
events of that afternoon: that our cabdriver was ex
tremely kind and helpful; that I v.:as tremendously 
impressed by the Empire State Building; and that we ate 
dinner, sausage and sauerkraut, in a German restaurant. 
After the babble of English all day long, it was good to 
hear German. 

My mother was already lluent in English when we 
arrived, but I could not speak a word of it. In fact, 
during our first few months in the states, I tried valiantly 
to teach everyone German. EventlJ:"IIY I gave in and 
learned Engfo;.h. 

My first Fourth of July was wonderful. 
Our sponsors, a farm family in Minnesota, pul on a 

great big Fourth of July festival at their lake each year, 
and we had been invited to come and celebrate with 
them and meet them for the first time. 

My mother and I arrived after a long, hot car trip 
·and were welcomed like long-lost relatives. A huge 
crowd gathered to embrace us, each person expressing 

_ his or her welcome .. Food was pressed on us all day 
long, and the children took me in as one of them. By 
then I'd learned English, and though I sounded funny, al 
least I could communicate. 

That evening I saw my first fireworks display. l've 
probably seen more impressive ones since then, but that 
was the best. I didn't really understand then what we 
were celebrating, but in the years following, studying 
American history and government, I learned the mean
ing of the Fourth of July and how lucky I am to be a 
citizen of this great country. 

And yes, I've been an American so long that 
sometimes I forget how fortunate I am to he living here. 
But when I hear the "Star Spangled Banner," I get a 
lump in my throat, my eyes get moist and l remember 
my first glimpse of Miss Liberty. It was a cold g~~y 
morning, she was shrouded in mist, and I was an 
immigrant. 
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SuperS_tart coordinator Jess Olive poses with students from the 1998 COM SuperStart grou,p. SuperStart is a 
scholarship for area high school juniors and graduating seniors which allows the students to get a head start on 
college. Students take a core class during the first summer session and COM pays for tuition, fees and books. In 
addition to classes, students attend career-oriented lectures and take field trips. (Photo by Elaine Rummel) 

Teacher bewails rigid cutting edge of journalism 

The most overused word in journalism is cut. In the 
movie business cut means that's a wrnp. In jourflalism 
cut means back lo work. 

My tenure as a journalist began quite innocently. 
"I'll do whatever I need to do to get nine journalism 
hours." I s,1id. 

Little did I know that when COM (I mean College 
of the Mainland, spell out on first reference) journalism 
teacher, Astrid H. Lowery, accepted me in her clas:-.es I 
would magically become six people: student, reporter, 
writer, photographer, editor and all-around lackey. 

Not only thl1t, I found myself in a room with 
studenls who not only know more about journalism than 
I do, but who also arc younger than my own daughter. 
They found themselves with, gasp, a high school 
teacher. We circled each other sniffing apprehensively. 

I turn my first assignment in. The other students 
warn me. I smile. After all, how difficult can this be? I 
have been a high school English teacher for mumble 
number of years. I can handle this. 

~Inter COM 
Managing Editor 
Assistant Editor 

STAFF Ri,:PORTERS 

MICHELLE Hll,L 
SHALLON FLEMING 

Did you know that Lowery bleeds green ink? To 
soften the blow when she returns my assignment, she 
says my article is great, but, journalists write a little 
differently. Cut, she says. 

Gone arc my purple passages. Gone are my lengthy 
lead-ins. Cut! 

As we approach deadline Shallon and Michelle are 
worried we don't have enough ~rticles. More stories 
they say. WGII, I come up with my piece de resistance. 
research, I read and I write a brilliant treatise on a 
fascinating subject. Too long they say, cut! 

Back to the drawing board. I write another dazzling 
story. Then I see my story li:-.ted on the budget board as 
almost setting a record for the longest ever written. Hey, 
that ought to get rne an "A." But no! Lowery says "Cut." 

Okay, I cut it. How much? What? Do away with 26 
lines! That's more than half of my masterpiece. Yep, she 
says, cut! 

Okay, I cllt it. Now surely that will do the trick. Still 
too long"? Cut! 

My dining room floor is now wet with drops of 
tears and swe_at. Crumpled sheets of paper are every
where. All my beautiful words just lying there like so 
much worthless garbage. Cut! 

Good, interesting story Shatlon says, hut will 
College of the Mainland students want to read it? At this 
point-forgive me-but I don't really care. I rework it 
though and now everyone likes it. I'm set. 

Four days before deadline, Michelle, the editor, you 
know, she's one of the ones who is younger than my 
daughter. Well, she says to me, "Elaine, it's really a good 
story, but we don't have room for it in the paper." What? 
A few days ago you said we didn't have enough stories. 
"l know," she says, "But now we have tm1 many." Cut! 

Thus ends my six weeks of servitude. And, I came 
in under one page. Well, almost under one page, I forgot 
to double space again. Cut and that's a wrap. 

Editor struggles with 
true meaning of home 

"You can never go home again," Writers Thomas 
Wolfe and William Faulkner pondered whether this 
well-known quote is true, and lately I have also. 

After living more than 18 years in a very large but 
close-knit family, I moved half a stale away to Denton 
which is about an hour north of Dallas. 

My mid-January move was one many people my 
age make: to school. Mine was to the University of 
North Texas. 

After I had made the decision to live so far away 
from home, I started having mixed feelings. I was 
excited about being on my own and getting to go to 
UNT, which ts cohsidered one of the best journalism 
schools in the area, but I was also hesitant for those 
same reasons. 

Then I began questioning myself. I wondered if I 
would be able to come back to the home I had known, or 
would l feel like an outsider? Would my family treat me 
differently? Could a dorm. room the size of a shoe box 
become my "home"? 

These questions really scared me, and no matter 
how much I tried I could not find an answer, 

During my first semester away, the questions 
remained in my mind. I decided that in order to know 
how home would change I needed to define home. 

What does home mean? 
ls home simply a house or an apartment where I 

live? Is home where my family is? Or is home really just 
feelings, such as security, happiness and belonging? 

After spending five months at UNT, then returning 
to TeX.as City for the summer, I have come to the con
clusion that to me home is all of these things and more. 

Home can be a certain place, but that place may 
change frequently. Home is where the people who care 
and worry about me are. Home is love, hope, trust and 
so much more, all mixed together. Home isn't a concrete 
place; it's a wonderful fantasy in my mirid and, as the 
old saying goes, in my heart. The feeling of home gives 
me something to look forward to at the end of the day 
and something to remember when I've moved on to a 
new phase in life. 

Living with my family again is weird. The furniture 
has been moved around, I can't find things in the kitchen 
or the bathroom, and everyone's schedule has changed. 
But it is still home, just a little different. 

I now realize that when l go back to Denton in 
August I will also be going home. But I know I will 
always have a place with my family. And even after 
many more houses and cities have come and gone, all 
the places from my past will still feel like home. 

I now believe you can go home again, because 
home is anywhere and everywhere you are or have been. 

Palrkiii Hill 
Eh1inc Rummel 'Bullet' takes aim at critic; suggests he join InterCOM 
PHOTOGRAPHERS 
P,11rida Hill 
Elaine Rummel 

lA YOUT ARTIST 
Pi,tricia Hill 

INTERCOM ADVISER 
Astrid H. Lowery 

/1J1t'rCOM. " Texa, lnlcm1llc~i:t1c Pn;"" ,\~"._;,,.;"" ""'"l'U.winning m•wsr-,1><"T. is 
pro,Juced by ~fld for s!uJeru, Lll"Collcge "fthc r,fainl,iml: I ~O l\n1h1m R<'a,I: T,•.,,s 
City. T~xas 77~'!1; (4("') 'l.l~· 1: 1 l. ,>c !<>IHrtc (~Ml(\ C.IK-lH\.W, fa1. _114. Cnlkg,• "f 
1h,• Mainland is an ,,ffim,a(ivc Acli<>n/l¼u.11 Opp<>r<unil\' lnsliluli<1n anJ J<><s n<>I 
Ji:"'riruin,llc "" Ille husis <1( mc·e. c»l<lr. nallomtl <>ril''"· se,. rdil'"'"· hanJicap "' 
V1dna"1 Vclcrnn Slalu, 

Editor's note: The following letter is in response to a 
lefter to the Editor puhlished in the May issw.' of 
lnterCOM in which the writer, John Deng, criticized 
thi~· paper a11d the stories in it. 

To the lnterCOM Staff, 
I think you. folks do a great job! 
It is a lime consuming, and a:-; Mr. Deng's editorial 

indicates, a sometime:-; thankless task also. 
I don't believe Mr. Deng's opinion is reprcScntativc 

of students and faculty generally. 
Let me suggest to Mr. Deng that he join the 

·' ·, ' . . ' .. '. . '' . . 

' 

lnterCOM staff and try to improve the product rather 
than just criticize it. 

"Bullet" Bob Wcnnagel, 
Professor of Accounting and Busin~ss Law 

Letters to the Editor policy: lnterCOM welcome~· all 
Letters to the Editor. Please make letters brief and to the 
point. Al/ letters should include a name and daytime 
telephone number for verification. We reserve the right 
to edit all fetters for length, grammar, spelling and 
lihelous content. Letters to the Editor will he printed on 
a ~pace-available basis. 

• 

Professional discusses advertising, art 
BY MICHELLE KILL 
Managing Editor 

John Lowery, president and co-owner of Design at 
Work. an advertising agency in Clear Lake, spoke to Col
lege of the Mainland journalism and graphic arts students 
June 30. Lowery, the son of lnterCOM adviser Astrid H. 
Lowery, shared with the students his experiences in the 
world of advertising. He also talked about skills neces-

high school junior, Lowery decided he wanted to own his 
own ad agency. 

After seeing some of Lowery's artwork his senior 
English teacher introduced him lo her husband, Pat 
Rawlings, art director at Eagle Engineering in Clear Lake. 
At the interview Rawlings told Lowery he probably 
wouldn't get the job due to his lack of experience. How
ever, Lowery had great enthusiasm and a portfolio show
ing such amazing skill, that Rawlings hired Lowery for a 
part-time position, which changed to full time on his first sary to succeed in any career, 

especially art or advertising. ,.,,,.~...,....,,~-==--"' day on the job. 
Lowery stressed that tal

ent, education and enthusiam 
are the key ingredients for suc
cess. but warned a person 
·needs lo have all three if he or 
she wants to succeed, 

He told of his experience 
with a really talented prospec
tive employee. "The portfolio 
was great. He had lots of tal
ent and a good education, but 
this guy just didn't have any 
enthusasium and that was a big 
tum-off." He wasn't hired. 

While Working full time 
at Eagle (an agengy that pro
duced artwork for NASA), 
Lowery attended the Art lnsli~ 
lute of Houston. At Eagle he 
met coworker Mike Stovall 
and they created Design at 
Work, but only as a business 
in their span: time. 

After four years at Eagle, 
Lowery took a job first at 
Space Industries (also servic
ing NASA) in Clear Lake and 
later at Jay Advertising, also 
in the Cl~ar Lake area. Both 
jobs advanced his career. 

Internships was another 
subject Lowery addressed. He 
told the students that intern
ships are valuable because 
they allow students to work in 
their chosen career field while 
still in college. 

After being laid off from ---=..:. ..... jzill Jay Advertising in 1990, due 
Artist John Lowery, president of Design at Work, 
speaks to journalism and graphic arts students about to the agency's money prob
key ingredientsneededtosucceedinbusiness:talent, !ems, Lowery persuaded 
education and enthuslasm.(Photo by Elaine Rummel) Stovall that the two could 

After one graphic arts stu
dent said he couldn't afford lo intern without pay, Lowery 
conceded that internships are often unpaid, but said they 
are worth the sacrifice because they give students valu
able experience, a portfolio of professional work and 
sometimes l~ad to fyll-tim8obs after gr_adualli)n. 

Lowery also said: "You don't get paid to go to school; 
you have to pay. You get educated interning, and you don't 
have to pay for that." 

From early childhood on, Lowery dreamed of being . 
an artist. As he grew older he somewhat revised his goals 
to advertising, a career field in which he could still pur
sue art, yet have a more promising future. When he was a 

make Design at Work a full
time business. Since then their company has grown to 11 
employees and does business both locally and nationally. 

"Neither of us (Lowery and Stovall) really knew any
thing about business. We are very lucky that everything 
wor~Q out for us/' Lowe_ry_told the group, stressing the 
importance of business know-how and mentoring. 

Using examples (both good and bad) from his own 
experiences with Design at Work, Lowery suggested to 
anyone planning to start a company that business educa· 
lion is a necessary element. 

At the end of his talk Lowery showed and explained 
several posters he had drawn and painted. 
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Honorarium finances 
Dodd's European trip 
Continued from Page 1---------
by their individual colleges or universities and then 
from that pool of winners by the Piper committee. 
The committee chooses the most well-rounded 
teachers who have had great impact on their com
munity and their students. 

"I've won COM teacher of the year three times, 
but never won Piper before," said Dodd, who has 
taught biology at COM for 25 years. She explained 
that at COM whoever wins Outstanding Instructor 
of the Year is automatically nominated by the cam
pus for the Piper award. 

Another three-time winner of the outstanding 
teacher award, Renate True, anatomy a~d physiol
ogy professor, was named a Piper Professof in 1990. 

Dodd was one of two community college pro
fessors to be awarded the Piper for 1997-98. The 
other community college professor teaches journal
ism at Kilgore College. 

Dodd explained the process that she and all the 
other nominees had to go through after their nomi
nation. Each Piper nomineee had to have his or her 
college or university president write a statement of 
the professor's duties, abilities and why the nomi
nee deserved to win a Piper. Nominees had to write 
essays explaining their educational background, 
personal experiences, duties on campus and duties 
as a faculty member. 

They also had to list all professional organiza
tions and community activities, any publications 
they had and the highlights of their tiaching career. 
In addition, each professor was required to submit 
a personal statement titled "Why I'm Teaching," and 
an autobiographical sketch. 

Dodd said she believ~s all the required work 
may have discouraged some of the professors. " In 
fact, I think a lot of thOse nominated didn't actually 
apply because there was so much work involved." 

Along with being named a Piper Professor, 
Dodd received a certificate, a gold pin with the Piper 
emblem and a $2,500 honorarium which she used 
for a tr ip to Europe after the spring semester. 

Richardson credits win 
to student commitment 

Summer '98 lnterCOM staff -

Continued from Page 1----------

Since he became the adviser, the honor society 
has contributed to the community and the college 
through service, such as participation in the Adopt-a
H ighway program, educating students and the com
munity about AIDS, and sponsoring "No TV Weck" 
in an attempt to bring families closer. 

Being chosen for the Robert Giles award is a pres
tigious honor. At the international convention, held this 
year in Nashville, Tenn., Phi Theta Kappa presented 
2') awards nationally and three of those in Texas. 

Richardson credit" the support of his cp-adviser 
Kathye Bergin in achieving the award, explaining, 
"She has as much as anything to do with it." 

Bergin was instrumental in securing the award 
for Richardson through a letter of recommendation 
shcsuhmitted to the awards committee. In it she writes, 
"I have been Leslie's co-adviser for the last three and 
a half years and cominue to be amazed and impressed 
by his unselfish commitment to our chapter and to Phi 
Theta Kappa International." 

Though he is very appreciative of administration, 
faculty and staffmenibers at COM, Richardson's deep
est regard lies with the students. He says of the award: 
"I think it is a reflection on the student,;;. I'm Happy to 
have it. For me, it just means we have some wry good 
students." 

• 

The Summer '98 lnterCOM st~ff are Shallon Fleming, assistant editor; Michelle Hill, managing editor; Patricia Hill, 
layout artist; and Elaine Rummel, reporter. Lake Eckert and the COM Student Center are in the background. 

(Photo by Astrid H. Low:~ry) 
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What's Happening 

FIS class celebrates graduation day June 18 

The most recent Fundamentals of Information Systems class graduated June 18. Class members from left are 
Rebecca Sandidge, Antonia Matesic, La Toya Ivy, Deborah Bourgeois, Judy Bdrne, Judy Nagy, Della G. Castro, 
Lannanh BuleHuynh, Amanda Dawson and John Conway. Not pictured are Marilyn Fitzerald, and Xiaojun MIiier. 
Professor Selina Rahman (not pictured) taught the class. Traci Gardner {not pictured) was class assistant. This 
fast track class lasts 15 we!ks and teaches seven basic entry level skills. (Photo by Jerry Anderson) 

Former lnterCOM editor joins TC Sun 
By SHALLON FLEMING 
Assistant Editor 

With her quiet and unassuming nature, she may not 
be immediately mistaken (or a member of Lhc press, but 
College of the Mainland graduate Molly 
Lynch has just become one of The Texas City 

. Sun's newest reporters. 
Lynch, who received her associate 's de

gree in May, graduated from Santa Fe High 
School in December 19%, a semester ear
lier than most. She immediately began work
ing on her associate's degree at the college. 

Although she loved to write and had 
been writing for years, she was not yet cer
tain whether she would pursue journalism as 
a career. Then in fall 1997, she decided to 
try her hand at the student newspaper and 

She was hooked. Lynch spent two semesters on the 
staff, first as a reporter and later as the copy editor. 

Lynch says, "The praise I got from Astrid (Lowery, 
JnterCOM adviser) and the others that I had done a good 
job kept me going." But the classes did more than just 

elevate Lynch's faith in her own writing abil
ity. "I got to know the school, and I got to 
know the people." The key to success in jour
nalism often boils down to "people skills" 
or the ability to communicate effectively. 

After graduating from COM in May, 
Lynch prepared a portfolio of her best 
lnterCOM work to present to the manage
ment of the Sun during an interview. But 
before they would hire her, she had to pass a 
spelling and style test. 

joined the lnterCOM staff. Molly Lynch 

Perhaps what helped her more than any
thing el~ from the journalism classes was 
learning style-and not in the ordinary ~n~. 

Student digs archeology 
Continued from Page 1--------

Alabama site on June 8. The group is spending 
time exploring Dusi Cave. Archeologists, biolo
gists and geologists are presenting lectures using 
IBM data base systems and computers. 

Clarke also will use computers to complete 
her final project which she will present during the 
last week of the field school. 

Clarke and the others are living in a cramped 
8-foot tent and eating what a camp kitchen serves 
up. The National Science Foundation Grant pays 
for her room and board, tuition, fees, books and 
materials. 

In addition, this lucky COM student will re
ceive a $2,500 stipend and earn I 2 college credi1s 
enabling her lo be eligible for her associate's de
gree when she completes the project on July 31. 
She plans to continue her education with anthro
pology as her major. 

Clarke, who will be the first person in her fam. 
ily to graduate from college, achieved all this as a 
single parent. While she is gone, her two children 
will spend the summer with their father. 

Newspaper style demands that a reporter 
know the difference between hangar and hanger or com
placent and complaisant. It demands that a reporter know 
that newspapers recognize only one correct way to spell 
barbecue. It demands that a reporter know that the plural 
of daughter-in-law is daughters.in-iaw and the plural of 
cupful is cupfuls. II demands that a reporter have an enor
mous grasp of a language that is consistent only in its 
inconsistency. Lynch proved she has that grasp and be
gan working for the Sun June 5. 

Besides her obvious love of writing, Lynch admits to 
enjoying something that lures almost every reporter to 
the business. "Fame," she says, "It's a nice experience to 
see my name in the paper." 

She's hot alone in that sentiment. Many reporters 
endure the long hours and grueling deadlines intertwined 
with lhis profession just to see their own byline in print. 
To some the greatest re"Yard for their hard work comes in 
the form of a Page One story. Lynch has already enjoyed 
several appearances on the revered page. 

In fact, Lynch says her coworkers are surprised that 
she is doing so well, considering she is only 19. Her con
tinued focus on the future has propelled her to a position 
that few can attain by that age. , 

Lynch has already enrolled for fall classes al the Uni
versity of Houston.qear Lake where she plans to pursue 
a bachelor's degree in communications. She will continue 
reporting for !he Sun as she furthers her education. 

• 

People Speak Out 
By MICHELLE HILL and SHALI.oN 
FLEMING, Photoo by ELAINE RUMMEL 

Gov. George w. Bush jumped inlO the political de
bale of the a:ntury by announcing a key issue of his 1999 
campaign will be lo support porental notification of abor
tion. Some believe his decision lo actively push the ..... 
may have been lo satisfy state Republican<'OOventiondele
gate,;,but hisactions wiU alfecl a lat!!,ernumberof people. 

lnre,COM asked, ''What do yoo think about Gov. 
Bush pushing for passage of a law requiring pan,nlal no
tification before a minor can have an abortion'!" 

Danna Leonard: 
I think parents should 
know. This is a major 5lef) 

in a minor'.s life. The par
enll! may be mad, but still 
they'd want lo know. 

Denll<King: 
I think it should be up to the 
per.;on having the baby. I 
doo 't really think the par
enll! should have lo know. 

Johnllong: 
I don't agree. f think it is up 
to !he individual to make 
her own decision. I think if 
a kid is old eoough to have 
a kid she is old enough lo 

make her own decisions. 

Or. Marty C8ylor: 
(sociology pn,f=) 
I am against it because 
from my experience as a 
social worker, I found 
women in abusive 
families who end up 
Jlf1'g11Mt. When the 
family finds out, this can 
increasetheabuse. 

• • 

Grace Owens: 
I think it ought lo be done. 
I don't believe in abortion. 
If you had sex. yoo ought 
to have the child. I think 
parentsoughl lobe oolified. 

--lthink yes. h'•debboe.ttal 
lo the girl's body, not lo 
mention you are ,killing a 
baby. 

Mlacha Smith: 
I don't believe m abortion, 
so I guess any notification 
is good. I think it woo Id be 
a deterrent_ and J think that 
ifkidsaregoingtooothinF,S 
like that_ they should have 
lo face the consequences. 

Jim Gardner: 
(P-Tech coordinator) 
I'm all for it. I'd like to see 
abortion done away with 
completely. I think u's mur
der so I'd support any leg
islation that would limit 
abortion in any manner. 

• 

See immigrant's Fourth of July tale 
Page3 

See upcoming Houston-area concerts 
Pages 

See '98•99 COM theater SHIOD 
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TIPA Award-winner 

A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

COM Professor Laslle Richardson advises student Maribel Alvarado during math tutoring time. Richardson was 
honored with the Phi Theta Kappa Robert GIies Distinguished PTK Adviser of the Year Award at the International 
convention held In Nashvllle, Tenn., In April. (Photo by Elaine Rummel) 

~ Riehardson PTK adviserflOnoree 
By SHALWN FLEMING 
Assistant Editor 

Phi Theta Kappa, the honor society at College of the 
Main!and, celebrated when math Profes.50r Leslie Richardson 
was honored in April as a Robert Giles Distinguished PTK 
Adviser. This recognition comes after Richardson's 11 years 
as adviser for the honor society. 

He became involved with COM's Sigma Delta chapter 

of Phi Theta Kappa when Professor David Hansmirc re
quested his help. Richardson has since seen the chapter grow 
in tenns of members and their participation. 

The Phi Theta Kappa levels of activity a chapter can be 
classified as, range from Level I to 5 with I being the lowest 
and 5 the highest. When Richardson joined the honor soci
ety as an adviser, he said the chapter was only at an activity 
Level 2. In the last year the chapter has risen to Level 5. 

See Richardson Page 7 

COM complies 
with tobacco· ban 
By ELAINE RUMMEL 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland became a tobacco-free 
campus June 1 after the Board of Trustees passed a 
policy banning tohacco in all forms at the March 23 
Board meeting. The policy also applies to COM the
ater patrons. Campus police ask theater personnel 
to remind theatergoers of the ban. 

According to COM police officers, Thomas 
Dendy and Willie Huerta, the ban is in direct rela
tion lo indiscriminate spitting of tobacco and litter
ing of cigarette butts on campus. , 

. . 
COM has taken several steps to ensure every-

one is aware of the policy. Notiee of the ban }Vas 
published in The (Galveston County) Daily News 
and The Texas City Sun, and signs prohibiting to
baccowerc posted around campu., with most in place 
at least a week before the ban went into effect. 

SQ far the bi:m is working. "We'd like to thank 
a lot of the public who made the transition a lot 
easier," Dendy said. "We thought the start would be 
tough, but it hasn't been." 

Since the policy went into effect only 10 people 
have been caught smoking, and 15 were caught di Jr 
ping. All 25 were visitors and unaware of the cam
pus policy. During several weeks of transition vio
lators received warnings and cards advising them 

See Police Page J 

Professor Dodd wins 
coveted Piper award 

Clarke participates in Dust Cave dig 

BY MICHELLE HILL 
Managing Editor 

"This is the one I've been waiting for!" ex
claimed Emmeline Dodd, College of the Main
land biology professor. "It's the ultimate award a 
teacher can get." 

Dodd was talking about the Piper Professor 
Award, which she was presented at the COM Em

ployee Recognition 
Dinner in May. 

The Piper Award 
has been given annu
ally to IO Texas college 
or university professors 
by the Minnie Stephens 
Piper Foundation of 
San Antonio since 
1958. 

All the winners 
were first selected for 
excellence in teaching 

Emmeline Dodd See Honorarium Page 7 

' 

By ELAINE RUMMEL 
Staff Reporter 

Through the mentorship of several College of the 
Mainland professors, Stacey Clarke is on an adventure 
underground---on purpose. 

Clarke learned of the National Science Foundation 
Grant two ye;m ago on the Internet. At that time she only 
had one semester of college under her belt, but tried for it 
anyway. 

Clarke wasn't selected, but undallnted, she went to 
sociology professor, Dr. Marty Caylor, for help and set 
about applying again. She also received help from pro
fessors Kathye Bergin, English, and Larry Smith, history. 

This time she was chosen. 
Clarke, along with students from such schools as 

Stanford University in California, Boston University in 
Massachusetts and Indiana University in Bloomington, 
is working at a site in northwest Alabaffia inhabited by 
American Indians more than 5,000 years ago. · 

When asked how she felt about being invited as a 
community college student, Clarke said being from a small 
school was helpful. "The smaller school has an advan
tage because professors can spend so much more time 
with you and become friends." 

Glarke along with nine other students left for the 
See Student Page 8 

• 

• 

COM student Stacey Clarke contemplate, a 1kull prior 
to her June 8 departure to the northweat Alabama 
archeologlcal dig alte where American Indian, llvad 
5,000 yoaro ago. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 
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What's Happening 

Lisa Campbell, a systems analyst at College of the Mainland, was selected as the COM EmployN of the Vear. Presl~ 
dent Larry L Stanley announced the award at the fall convocation. She was selected Employee o1 the Month In June 
and was chosen from among the other 11 employees of the month for the honor. (Photo by Gina Castro) 

Computers earn Campbell empolyee award 
Continued from Page 1-----------
Campbell is considering the purchase of a new home com
puter. "Our old one is on its last leg," she explained. 

And computers, after all, may have earned the award for 
Campbell. 

As the systems analyst for COM, she is in charge of solv
ing the Year 2000 glitch for all computers on campus. Ex
perts predict that computers worldwide will crash at the 
change of the millennium because most programs read only 
the last two digits of a year to determine the date. So when 
the big 2(00 rolls around, computers will enter a time warp, 
reading the date as 1900 instead. 

Campbell said, "We're in pretty good shape." She ex
plained that about t\Vo years ago the college purchased new 
software. Now the software maker-not COM-is res~n
sib[e for updating the programs. So far she reports that the· 
student records program is completely fixed, and the finan
cial progrnm should be glitch-free by January. 

Currently, she is focusing her attention on the approxi
mate 1,200 personal computers that abound an campus. She 
has assigned someone to inspect each one for the problem. 

In June, Campbell was nominated for Employee of the 
Month by Alice Whistler, Human Resources assistant. 
Whistler's office depends on computers, and so she works 
with Campbell quite frequently. 

"Any time I ask Lisa for help, she goes out of her way to 
get it done and get it done quickly," Whistler said. "She goes 
beyond her job. She is always helpful and willing to share 
her knowledge, and she doesn't make you feel stupid if you 
don't know what you're doing." 

After the June award, a committee reviewed all employ
ees of the month lo detennine this year's overall employee. 

Campbell, born and r~ised in Texas City, attended Texas 
A&M University where she received her bachelor's degree. 
After working one year at NASA. she came to work al COM 
in November 1983 and has been employed here ever since. 

UpCOMing Events 
0.,.8 

Speaker Dr. kN: D. Mirclc,i(i!' 7 p.m. in L· 131 

0d.' 
Free II\IJYie Mi Famdiu@ 7p.m. in L-IJ I 

Od.10 
P1l{ induction rc,heanal (ill IO~"'IOa.m. in 1~131 
Americ<J ~ Mo.fl "'1llkld filmed at OJM airing (al 8 
p.m.on FOXU. 

Od.11 
P1l{ induciioo@2 p.m. in L- tJ1 

Od.U 
P1l{ hllkc sale in MatNScicncc Atriwn 

AIDS presentation@ 12:30 p.m. in L- 131 

Od.15 
Srudcn1 Golicmmen1 @ 12:JO p.m. in A-148 
~ke,Angel M. L.aredo@7p.m.in L-!Jl 
GCIC Spun.~ Day@l.ee O,llegc in BaylOWTl 

0d. 16 
SABfree ~MWll/l@7p.m.in L,..JJl 

c.DM Amigos Danc:i:@8 p,m. in Slulknt Cente1: $4 
a ticket 
Outdoor Club ·s Matagorda !~land trip @ t, p.m. 

0d. " 
PTK Adopt-a-Highway ciC1111 up @ 10:30 a.m. in 

MS-137 
SAD~ mavie Mu/oJ,@7 p.m. in L,..131 

0d. " 
l'TK food dl'm through OCI. 24 

0d." 
Breasl cancer awarenca @ 10 a.m.· m:;o a.m. in L-
131 
Tcslicularcani:a-i1W;an::11CM@ l011.m.-lfr.50a.m. in 
T-07 

""-" 
Dayliglll-saving linlll ends 

°""" l.ast day lo submit events for lnkrCOM"s November 

"''""' Flag fuolb.ll toumament@2 p.m. hy bac:ball fickl 

Od.27 
Colkgc Day@ 10:Jfl'a.m.·2 p.m. in Gym 
Halloween party f<.x Sludenis@ 12:30 p.m. inside 
and ,-..w;ide Student Ccnu:r 
Jazz Ensemble andJa:z2 Comboconcen@H p.m. in 
F-117 

Od.28 
Srudcnr/Fmf*,yee J-0n-J lw.keltwl to\lfl)IU!'lent@ 

2p.m. in Gym 

Fn:e !ffView Th,,:OddC,,upie@R p.m. in theala-

Od.29 
Srudc111 Government @ 12:30 p,m. in A· 148 

Opening of The RJrydim of the Wheel paintings by 
Luann Skwall @6 p.m. in the art gallery 
11ieOddCouple IUllll until Nov. 22 Thu~ys-
Saturdays@Spm. and Swldays (a) 2:30 p.m. in 

"'"" 
Nod 
Elcdion Day 
Exercille for~ w<ll'k..<,h()p@J p.m. 

..... , 
GCIC Bowling Splits Day @Armadilla Lanes in ....... 
..... 
Studcnl Concerns m<Uffl @ 12:30 p.m. in Student 
c.m,, 

NOY.'-7 
Sruden! U'.3dershipConfen:nce @ UIICL 

N..,,..7 
Rena~ Festival Trip @ 8 a.m. in P-119 

NoJV,11 
B00U-,1i1@9 a.m.·2 p.m. in Tec,l\lx lklilding 

People Speak Out 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO, Slaff Reporfer 
and DANIEL M. DECKER. Photographer 

Over the past rew yeara an epidemic has spread= 
the natioo. Mon: and more lfen·agc girls meed with hav
ing a child have decided to kill their babi<,; nlther lhan 
confront their situation. A recent example is the 15-yw
oldl'eadandgjrldwged with killing her newborn. In some 
instaoces, the .fathel,; of the infants have even assisted. 
lnte.COM asked, "How do yoo f«:J about teen-oge girls 
dispooing of their newborn babi<,;?" 

.Krlatintloll: 
"I say punish them for 
murder when the baby 
was bom alive. Prosecute 
them to the fttlkst ., 

Kaylei1Bn,wn: 
"If tfi4y didn't want the 
baby, they should''!< used 
protection. If it was an 
accident, she sboukl give 
it up fo~ lldopli<m. She 
shouldgiv<, it to the falher. 
She shook! get an abor
tion." 

-''Sheshouldgotojail.lfthe 
father helped he should be 
jailed. If he didn't, he 
should lake action, It's his 
child too." 

.,..,_ Slaughler: 

"I totally OPJX)Se it. She 
should seek counseling 
with parents. I feel like it's 
a lack of conununication 
and lack of support. If (her) 
parents didn't know, maybe 
the child's father didn't 
knO\Y. Some punishment 
should be adminisrered." 

• 

Slava-
"They should be pun• 
ished.lfyoukillsooieone 
you should get the dealh 
penalty." 

Mlchaelt,,Day: 
°'Af a law enforcement 
llll\JO!, I think Ibey should 
be prooecutOd .. adul!$ and 
evaluated veiy lle!Mly. If 
the liitberwes a partidpanl, 
heshouldbebrooghtupon 
charges as well. I am 
against abortion." 

MunayGetz: 
"I think it's wrong fur any
one to h"rm anybody. 
There should be other ways 
of soMng a difficult prob
lem that girl encountered." 

• 

... You shouldn't have sex if 
you don't want to have a 
baby or have protection. 
Being scared is not a rea

. son to kill a baby. My first 
child I had at 15, but I love 
all my kids. I wouldn't lake 
them back, maybe wait 
longer to have them." 

Is lhe smoking policy working? 
See Pagel 

Definition of family, Part 1 
See Page 4 

T1te 'lec11nology lhtlnlng Center, a Joint venture 1>1 COM and San Jacinto Collage South, _. Aug. 25. From left, 
Lanla Neugent, director of Work Force Development for COM, Danny Bacot, basic machine shop Instructor, and 
Lubert I.Ager, a consultant for San Jacinto South, retired from NASA, •1tow off the center. (Photo 111\1 Jim Higgins) 

COM, San Jae open tech center 
By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

The Technology Training Center, a joint cooperative ven
ture of College of the Mainland and San Jacinto College 
South, opened Aug. 25 at 100 East NASA Road 1, Suite 
110. COM and San Jacinto officials chose the locale because 

it is central to both campuses. 
The center was created becaltse of "a need we identified 

t9 train machinists," said La.nis Neugent, director of Work 
Force Development for COM. It offers shipyard welding 
and machine classes as continuing education courses for 
both colleges. The colleges plan to offer credit courses at 

See Technology Page 7 

[ New feature-events ealendar 
See Page 8 
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TIPA Award-winner 

Local victims focus 
of TV crime show 
By SHALWN FLEMING 
Managing Editor 

America S Most Wanted came to College of the Main~ 
land Sunday, Sept. 27. 

Producers of the television program became inter
ested in the unsolved abductions and murders in 
Galveston County that dated back to 1971 and wanted 
to air a segment that might assist in solving some of 
these cases. 

Family members of victims gathered with represen
tatives of23 agencies involved with the cases includ
ing officers from Texas City, League City, Dickinson, 
Friendswood, La Marque and Tiki Island police de
partments. Representatives of the FBI, the Department 
of Public Safety and the Galveston County Sheriff's· 
Department also attended. 

Mark Young of the FBI spoke of the new technol
ogy and drita bases that are now available. He said, 
"Collectively with a'll the agencies, we might he able 
tO bring SCJmdhing to the lable to soln: the ca~~." 
Officials reported that 162 cases from as far back as 
1971 are being re-examined. Of those cases, only 28 
have been resolved. 

Galveston County Chief Deputy Gean Leonard said 
that "man's inhumanity to man" was the reason for 
the event. "Our purpose today is one of infonnation 
and sharing. We in law enforcement are still on the 
job, and we are still concerned," he told the audience. 

Tom Steyer, the Americas Most Wanted producer 
who coordinated the event, expressed his hopes that 
hy bringing the cases to a nationwide crowd, perhaps 
new evidence will be exposed. Galveston County Dis-

See Victims' Page 7 

Lisa Campbell chosen 
Employee of the Year 

Professor Alex Pratt adds acting dean to workload 

By SHALLON FLEMING 
Managing Editor 

Lisa Campbell didn't move as President Larry L 
Stanley announced she was Employee of the Year. 

"I was very surprised," said the College of the 
Mainland systems analyst. "I guess I hadn't thought 
about it." 

She was so surprised. in fact, that after the honor 
was announced, she just sat in her chair. President 
Stanley thought she wasn't at the convocation cer
emony and began to move on to other matters until 
Campbell finally approached him to accept her 
$1,000 check. 

She hasn't spent the award yet but has been get
ting plenty of advice from everyone. Some suggested 
she take a romantic getaway with her Qusband or buy 
some expensive jewelry. Her two sons--ages 12 and 
9-also have plenty of ideas, but at the moment 

See Computen Page 8 
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By SHALLON FLEMING 
Managing Editor 

Professor Alex Pratt stepped in as acting dean of student 
affairs at College of the Mainland this semester. President 
Larry L. Stanley asked him to do so after a dean search 
committee was unable to find a suitable replacement for 
the former dean of Instruction and Student Development, 
Dr. Donald G. Bass. 

The committee worked all summer after Dr. Bass an
nounced that he would not return as dean in the fall. Com
mittee volunteers pored over countless applications, inter
viewing some candidates and giving call backs to a few. 
But they could not decide on a replacement. 

So until they do, Dean Pratt has the job of keeping every
thing moving smoothly until a new dean can take the reins. 
But he doesn't want to change things too much for who
ever follows. 

Dean Pratt has taught at COM since 1970, and students 
may best know him for his Texas and U.S. history classes. 
For about five years he has bee.n the administrator for the 
weekend college and the satellite campuses at Friendswood 
and Clear Creek high schools . 

See New Page 7 
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Acting Dean Alex Pratt (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 
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Editorials/News 

The Welcome Kickoff, sponsored by SAB Sept. 21, gives students an opportunity to learn about campus clube 
and organizations whlle having a good time. The popular biannual event 1eatured free hot dogs, chips and 
drinks, as well as music provided by Moblle Disk Jockey service of Galveston. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Hot dog! It's another Welcome Kickoff 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Slaff Reporter 

The fall semester began with the Student Activities Board
sponsored Welcome Kickoff celebration Sept. 21 during 
College _Hour, 12:30-1:30 p.m. The Kickoff is a biannual 
event that has become a tradition at College of the Mainland 
each long semester. 

The Kickoff gave students a chance to familiarize them
selves with student organizations and one another while en
joying hot dogs. chips and sodas provided by SAB. A Mo
bile Disk Jockey Service D.J. from Galveston played the 
latest in music trends from Will Smith, Matchbox 20, and 
Mya and Praz as well as some golden oldies such as Aretha 
Franklin's "Respect." 

Various speakers promoted their organizations to the 
crowd. Alex Pratt, acting dean of Instruction and Student 
Services, gave a warm welcome to new and returning stu-

dents and wished them a promising year. 
Anthony Hawkins, director of Job Placement Services, 

greeted students and encouraged them to participate in ex
tra-curricular activites. 

Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs and Student Ac
tivities coordinator, informed students about activities avail
able this year such as basketbaJI, tennis, racquetball and table 
tennis, all of which can be found on the activities calendar in 
the Gym. She also announced that the men's soccer team 
needs more players. 

SAB President Wendy Shirley invited everyone to join 
SAB by attending meetings on Tuesdays during College 
Hour. SAB organizes school events and decides how stu
dent fees are spent. The recent performance by ventriloquist 
Lynn Trefzger was an · SAB-sponsored event, paid for by 
student fees. · 

To contact Urick call (409)938-1211 or call toll-free(888) 
258-8859, Ext. 418. 

60+ violators break 
tobacco-free policy 
By AMY K. PATIACH 
Assistant Editor 

When the Board of Trustees voted to make C.Ollege 
of the Mainland a tobacco-free institution as of June 
1, many students and college employees thought the 
new policy would never work. But here it is, October, 
and the COM Police Team has cited no more than 60 
to 70 violators. , 

"The smoking policy is working out in the fact (that) 
there have been no mass protests or radical uprisings." 
Officer Arbry Clifton said. 

One to five violators are caught daily. The police 
team is trying to be non-confrontational about the situ
ation. Currently, they are issuing warnings and dis
tributing violation cards. 

The purpose of the cards is to infonn violators about 
the cpnsequences of smoking on campus and to iden
tify the only location where smoking is pennitted-
inside a personal vehicle. 

Most people caught smoking are going from the 
campus buildings to their cars, Clifton said. Others 
are smoking while standing in the parking lot and so
cializing. 

The tobacco policy states that the use of tobacco is 
permitted only inside a personal vehicle located in an 
approved designated parking area. The police team 
and COM President Larry L. Stanley agree that mo
torcyclists may smoke provided they are seated on their 
motorcycles, and smoking is permitted in the bed of a 
pickup truck."You have to be half-way in the vehicle," 
Clifton said. 

Though no tickets have been written as of yet, ev
eryone should be aware of the penalties for violating 
the policy. The policy reads: Students and visitors will 
be fined $25 for the first violation and $50 for the sec
ond violation. The third violation will result in disci
plinary action up to and including expulsion from the 
campus. 

C.Ollege employees will be fined $25 for the first 
violation, $50 for the second violation with referral to 
the college president for disciplinary action to include 
termination. 

Oifton summed it up by saying, "It's working out 
better than we (the police team) thought." 
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, Make a Difference Day is Oct. 24. For the last eight 
y·ears this day has beell set aside to encourage people to 
volunteer and get involved with something, anything. 
Sponsored by USA Weekend Magazine and the Points of 
Light Foundation, Make a Difference Day is getting bigger 
each year as more people use this day to help someone. 

But several people at CD liege of the Mainland have 
demonstrated that you don't have to wait for one particular 
day to make a difference. Without the consistent help and 
support of these special individuals, this publication 
probably would not make it to press. 

Phil Johnson, media speciaJist, develops heaps of film 
for us, sometimes at the last second. We know we can 
always co.uni on him to get the pictures to us ASAP. 

Walter Kessler, media specialist, often steps in to de
velop prints on the rare occasions Phil is unable to. He also 
lets us use his spectacular printer that prints tabloid pages. 

Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs and Student 
Activities coordinator, always comes through with sports 
photos and statistics of the latest game. She returns our 
endless phone calls promptly and always has a smile. 

Jim Higgins, director of Planning and Public Informa
tion, gives us leads, lends us his photos and lets us use his 
press releases. He ·even went out of his way to get our 
. fr~~t page phqto ,of t~e nfW T~hqology lrf!ining Center. 

• 

Gina Castro, publication specialist, who has served as 
an lnterCOM staffer in the past. and puts together the 
employee newsletter, Compendium, understands the 
pressures of journalism. In a crunch, we can always count 
.wi her for a photo. 

The Police Team has kept us safe on many a late 
night. They watch over us as their children and stop by for 
chats in the middle of our long nights. 

The Humanities Team puts up with staff members 
traipsing through their suite. The carpet is well-worn 
between the newsroom and lnterCOM Adviser A"itrid H. 
Lowery's office. They have settled disputes between 
editors ahd have answered many bizarre questions. 

Of course, there are many other people we haven't the 
space to mention, but we are thankful to them all. For us, 
they truly make a difference. 

Letters to the Editor Policy 
/nterCOM welcomes all Letters to the Editor. Please 

make letters brief and to the point. All letters should 
include a name and daylime lelephone number for 
verification. We reserve the right to edit aJI letters for 
length, grammar, spelling and libelous content. Letters 
to the Editor will be printed on a space-available basis . 

• 
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New job challenge 
breaks old routine 
Continued from Page 1---------

"lt's a different kind of job, a short-term challenge," 
he said .of his new position. "It breaks up the routine." 
But he hopes to get back to that routine by early Janu
ary or February. 

Dean Pratt's ultimate goal is to get back to the class
room. "I enjoy interaction with students," but he said 
most interactions these days are with students who have 
problems and complaints. 

And the next problCm he is working on is spring 
registration. 

During fall registration, advisers faced a state of 
chaos. The alphabetical process was mostly ignored 
by students and telephone registration did not ad
equately replace the early registration process of pre
vious years. 

In fact, only 835 students had registered by tele
phone from July 22 to Aug. 25, leaving approximately 
2,500 students to flood regular registration. 

"We had a mess of people showing up at 8 a.m.," 
Dean Pratt said. "We stayed backlogged the entire day. 
We have to be able to regulate." 

The acting dean said another problem was that many 
students came to registration with no goals in mind. 
"They just want to get in school." For registration to 
work efficiently, students should know what classes 
they want to take and at what times. 

Dean Pratt hopes more students will register by tele
phone in the future, and he envisions that one day stu
dents will be able to register by e-mail or over the 
Internet in a multi-purpose lab or even by computers 
set up in hallways throughout campus. 

'I'ecfinology center offers 
industrial arts courses 
Continued from Page 1---------
the center in the near future, Neugent said. Currently 67 
students are enrolled. 

F.ach shipyard welding class consists of 345 contact hours; 
each machine class requires 346 contact hours. Classroom 
equipment includes nine welding machines and nine lathes. 
Lathes are machines that grip metal or other material at both 
ends and rotate it to be shaped by a cutting instrument. 

The center also has two computer numerical control ma
chines on loan from HASS Corporation, which manufac
tures the machines. CNCs are programmable robotics that 
make exact duplicates of parts reque&ted. One of these com
puter machines is for lathe work and the other is for mill work. 

A new shipyard welding class opens Oct. 16. Dwight 
"Doc" Miller, head of the welding department at COM, over
sees the shipyard welding classes at the center. Registration 
is available at COM and at San Jacinto South. For the spring 
semester, registration is tentatively planned at the center, 
Neugent said. 

COM and San Jacinto South are considering adding more 
courses in the spring. Possible classes include general com
puter, CADcom, PC repair, electronics and millwright, 
Neugent said. However, not all of these courses will be added 
to the curriculum in the spring. 

for infonnation call Neugent at (281)557-0300, Ext. 279. 

Math for Liberal Arts offered 
In the spring, the College of the Mainland math depart

ment will offer MATH 1332, Math for Liberal Arts, as an 
alternative to MATH 1314, College Algebra. This alterna
tive applies only to some students seeking an associate of 
arts degree and cannot be applied to an associate's degree in 
math or science, said math professor, Dr. Ali Ravandi. The 
University of Houston-Clear Lake is working on adopting 
MATH 1332 as a transfer course in place of College Alge
bra. For more infonnation call Dr. Ravandi at ( 409) 938-
1211 or toll-rree (888) 258-8859, Ext. 225. 
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America's Most Wanted producer Tom Steyer addresses the famlly members of victims of unsolved abductions 
and murders prior to taping an episode of the popular televlslon program In the LRC Auditorium Sept. 27. Family 
members hold llghted candlu to commemorate their toved ones. The show was produced because of the un
usually high number of unsolved abductions and murders In Galveston County since 1971. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Victims' families recount tragic stories 
and Steyer apologized to~: n the families. "I'm sorry for all 
the pain I've caused Y')u today." 

Continued from Page 1-----------
trict Attorney Mike Guarino said, "Our hope is that some
one out there who has seen or heard something will come 
forward." 

Explaining that the show would focus only on five cases, 
Steyer apologized to the families that would not get air time. 

Two female victims discovered in what has come to be 
known as "the killing fields" in League City have yeTto be 
identified. The remains of these two along wifh several other 
women were discovered years apart in a field off Calder Road. 
"We hope that somehow or another, someone will recognize 
one of those girls and come forward," Steyer said. 

Steyer gathered the families together and distributed 
candles that were lighted during taping. Families of Shelley 
Sikes, Laura Kate Smither and Jessica Cain gave a sum
mary of when each girl was abducted and what has tran
spired since. Many people cried during the brief interviews, 

for ... teachers in 
Math and Scienc 

Join the School o 
and BE IN DE 

Call now! Spring 
information call 
Education advisi 

When the taping was completed, family members met with 
one another and spoke to the officers who were involved 
with lhe cases. Although not all the vicitms' families were 
present, the sheer number of those who were was astound
ing. It was the unusually high number of murdered and ab
ducted victims that <irew the America°C>s Most Wanted to 
Galveston County. 

The show will be anchored out of Houston and is sched
uled to air Oct. 10 on Channel 26 at 8 p.m. 

GaJveston County Sgt. Tommy Hansen, who coordinated 
the event, explained that the college was chosen because of 
its central location in the county and because "COM has 
always been an excellent supporter of criminal justice." He 
added that the auditorium provided equipment that was nec
essary for the production. 

University of Houston m Clear Lake 
E-mail: education@cl.uh.edu • Website: www.cl.uh.edu/soe 
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Campus Life 

Oscar Madison, played by Bryan Myers (left), and Felix Unger, played by Roger Stallings, butt heads in the COM Arena 
Theatre's latest production, The Odd Couple. The comedy runs Oct. 29--Nov. 22. (Photo courtesy Skip Quimby) 

The Odd Couple opens at COM Oct 29 
By RACHEL DELANOIX 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland will have a free preview of The 
Odd Couple on Wednesday, Oct. 28, at 8 p.m. in the Arena 
Theatre. Everyone is wekome. 

For every show, the COM ·theater presents a free preview 

the evening before it opens. Its purpose is to promote theater 
awareness by extending an invitation to the community. 

The Odd Couple will run Oct. 29 through Nov. 22, Thurs.
days through Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. 

Be sure to catch this classic comedy of mismatched room-

mates, sloppy Oscar Madison, played by Bryan Myers, a 
veteran of the COM stage, and painfully neat Felix Unger 
played by COM speech profes..~or, Roger Stallings. 

"I remember working on scenes from The Odd Couple 
back when I was in college taking acting classes," Stallings, 
another familiar face on the CbM stage, said. "Thal was in 
the very early '70s. Ever since then I have always wanted to 

play the role of Felix. The audition notice sent out by Mark 
(Adams) actually says 'Felix, 44 years old.' I thought, at 
last, I have arrived." 

For reservations or other infonnation, call the box office 
at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 345. 

Fall '98 InterCOM staff 

The 1998 fall loterCOM staff are (from left) Michael NavaITO; Patricia Hill, layout editor; Shallon Fleming, 
managing edi~r; Steve Pifer; Amy Patlach, assistant editor; Russell Kinchlow; Torrie Mickens; RoddrickJohnson; 
Rachel Delanoo:; and Daniel Decker. Juan Mugartegui is not pictured, (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
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Planned sports activities 
offer variety, fun for fall 
By RODDRICK JOHNSON 
Staff Reporter 

The fall sports activities at College of the Mainland are 
well underway. Sports include basketball, volleyball, soc
cer, bowling, table tennis and many more. 

COM will participate in the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate 
SJX)rts Day at Lee College in Baytown on Oct. 15. Competi
tive games include table tennis, tennis, volleyball, men's and 
women's J-on-3 basketball, softball, 8-ball and rae,quetball. 
To participate in Sports Day, a student must be signed up for 
at least one credit hour. Tennis and racquetball players are 
still needed. 

The Outdoor Club camping trip to Matagorda Island is 
Friday, Oct. 16, through Sunday, Oct. 18. The last day to 
sign up was Oct. 7, but check to see if space remains. The 
group leaves Friday at 6 p.m. and returns Sunday night. It is 
a primitive camp, which means no ·soap or running water. 

On Oct. 26, a Student Flag Football Tournament will be 
played at 2 p.m. by the baseball field on Monticello Drive. 
Students niay form their own teams. 

The student/employee pick-up volleyball league is held 
every Thursday at 4 p.m. It is not . too late to sign up. 
If you are interested in playing soccer, the men's soccer prac
tice is held Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. by the baseball field. The 
games are on Sundays at various times. 

On Oct. 28, the student/employee 3-on-3 basketball tour
nament will be held in the Gym at 2 p.m. Players can pick 
their own teams. 

The Exercise for Stress Workshop is set for Nov. 3 at 6:45 
p.m. It is open to anyone, but sign-up is by Oct. 27. 

Another activity in November is the GCIC Bowling Sports 

Day to be held at Annadilla Lanes in Pasadena. Students 
must be enrolled in at least one hour credit course to partici
pate in the event set for Nov. 4. Anyone interested may sign 
up in the Gym. 

For more information on any event, visit the Gym, or call 
Maryann Urick the Recreational Programs and Student Ac
tivities coordinator at ( 409) 938-12 l 1 or toll-free (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 418. 

Ephemera launches season 
at COM Fine Arts Gallery 
By TORRIE MICKENS 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Fine Arts Gallery launched 
its 1998-99 season with the installation of Ephemera, the 
work of artist Toby Topek. Due to Tropical Storm Frances, 
the opening was postponed from Sept . .10 lo Oct. 6. Ephem
era runs through Oct. 15. 

According to the COM gallery press release, Topek takes 
elements of nature, such as leaves, water from rivers, and 
man-made containers and mixes them with art mediums to 
express a connection with the past while experiencing the 
present. Her concepts revdlve around memory, our personal 
relationships with culture, travel and nature. Topek speaks 
of assembling and reassembling materials indicating the ef
fect of the passage of time on memory. 

"I'm interested in the contrast between contempory con
sumer culture and the layered history of ancient temples and· 
oceans," Topek is quoted in the press "release. "The passage 

of lime, the process of changing places and the ongoingness 
of pqsonal history are preserved in my work." 

The next gallery show The Rhythm of the Wheel, a collec
tion of paintings by Luann Stovall, will open Oct. 29 and 
run through Dec. 15. Stovall will discuss her work with the 
public Oct. 29 at 7 p.m. 

Gallery hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays 12:30-5 p.m.; 
Wednesdays 10 a.m.-1 p.m.; and, upon request, one hour 
prior to weekend pe,rfonnances of the COM Arena Theatre. 

For more infonnation, call (409) 938-1211 or toll-free 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 348. 
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Membership in PTK 
rewarding experience 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff' Reporter 

Sigma 'Delta is College of the Mainland's chapter of Phi 
Theta Kappa, the International Honor Society of the Two
Year Co(lege. The chapter is celebrating 30 years at COM 
and has been under the advisement of math Professor Leslie 
Richardson for 11 years. 

To be eligible for Phi Theta Kappa, students must meet 
the requirements of the international office. All applicants 

must be enrolled in at least three credit hours. Only students 
who have completed at least 12 semester hours may be ad
mitted-providing they have a 3.600 grade point average. 

If a student is eligible for PTK, he or she will receive an 
invitation from the organization. The student must then at
tend an orientation meeting and the induction ceremony. Once 
inducted, the.student receives a membership card, pin and 
monthly newsletter. 

Becoming a member does require a small fee that must be 
paid yearly, but "the first year is the highest amount ($50) ·· 
you 'II pay," said former co-adviser, English Professor Kathye 
Bergin. 

PTK, founded in 1918, is an organization that prepares 
students for life outside the classroom by providing them 
opportunities to serve the college and the community. The 
society is based on four hallmarks: scholarship, leadership, 
fellowship and service. "Participation in the society is a re
warding experience that gives students a broader experience 
of common life," Richardson said. 

The recent book drive was Sigma Delta's first service 
project of the semester. Upcoming projects arc a bake sale 
and a food drive. The chapter also is planning the Duck for a 
Day fund-raiser in which the professor who raises the most 
money for the honor society dresses in a duck suit for a day. 
Last semester's winner was physical education Professor Al 
Bass. -

Every two years PTK's international office assigns a two
year service project. The 1998-200(),project is the America 
Reads Challenge. Phi Theta Kappa chapters across the na
tion will work with the U.S. Department of Education to 
mise the nation's literacy level. 

Each year the international office also assigns an honors 
study topic. This year's theme is The Pursuit of Happiness: 
Conflicting Visions and Values. 

PTK also sponsors a leadership course at COM that is a 
college transfer elective ·and is available to all students. Hu
manities 2301, which will be taught in the spring semester, 
is a course that examines leadership and management theory, 
Bergin said. Professors Bergin, Ouida Sanmann and Dr. Rod 
Mc Yetta are eligible to teach the course based on their train
ing and certification as well as membership in PTK. 

AIDS speakers to share 
personal life experiences 
By SHALLON FLEMING. 
Managing Editor 

The Student Activities Board will once again sponsor an 
AlDS awareness presentation at College of the Mainland. 
The program For Those Who Think It Would 
Not Happen to Them, is set for Oct. 13 at 12:30 during Col
lege Hour in the Learning Resources Center Auditorium. 

The speaker will be Andrew McPhaul, coordinator of re· 
covery setvices for people with HIV at the Galveston Gulf 
Coast Center. Two COM students also will share their expe
riences of living with HIV. 

Last year\. presentation featured a guest speaker from the 
AIDS Coalition of Coastal Texas and a COM student. Both 
were living with the disease. The program emphasized that 
although AIDS-related deaths decreased in recent years, sta
tistics indicated that n~w cases are on the rise. 

A concerted worldwide effort to educate people hopefully 
will reverse this trend. 

Everyone is invited to attend this special program. Re
freshments will follow. 
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Students, staff give the gift of life. at blood drive 
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Angelle Brown (right), a phlebotonlst with the Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center of Houston, prepares 
COM student Sean Buchanan to give blood at the SAB-sponsored blood drive Oct. 6 and 7 as Sha Holmes, 
another phlebotonlst, looks on. The blood drive was held in the COM Student Center. Fifty people donated 
blood, with nine deferrals-people Who attempted to donate but could not for various reasons. All donors 
received free T-shirts. The blood center regularty administers drives on campus. (Photo by Danie! M. Decker) 

SAB sets Student Concerns Forum for Nov. 5 
By AMY K. PATIACH 
Assistant Editor 

Members of the College of the Mainland administration 
w_ill attend the Nov. 5.Student Concerns Forum to discuss 
current student issues. The Student Activities Board spon
sors the forum to provide student,;; with an opportunity to 

relay their concerns about the college to the president and 
the deans. 

COM President Larry L Stanley, Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean 
of College and Financial Services, and Alex Pratt, acting 
dean of Instruction and Student Development, are sched-

uJed to aUend. 
The forum will take place in the Student Center during 

College Hour, 12:30 p.m.-1 :30 p.m. 
President Stanley and the deans will answer or promise to 

investigate any concerns brought to their attention, Previous 
issues addressed at the forum have been the smoking policy, 
telephone registration and child care. 

Everyone is welcome. For more information on the Stu
dent Concerns Forum or other SAB activities, contact 
Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs and Student Activi
ties coordinator, at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888)_258-
8859, Ext. 418. 

Ventriloquist act mesmerizes COM audience 
By RUSSELL KINCHLOW 
Sta.ff Reporter 

Comedian and ventriloquist, Lynn Trefzger, entertained 
children and parents with her amazing vocal skills and pup
pet performance Sept. 23. The Student Activities Board spon
sored the event in the College of the Mainland Leaming Re
sources Center Auditorium, L-131. 

Soon after the lights dimmed, Trefzger mesmerized the 
audience with her magic tricks. She created an atmosphere 
of fun with her puppet collection, which included a crying 
invisible baby in a blanket (she shook the blanket out and 
there was no baby) and a ditzy camel named Camelot. The 
sounds Trefzger produced were most believable. She also 
made people from the audience become puppets. 

Using three people in front of the stage, Trefzger tapped 
one person after another on the shoulder and made them lip
synch while she spoke for each of them. 

Trefzger continued to hold the audience spellbound with 
Emily, who blew ~er nose over and over and sang the well
known song "Natural Woman," and Judd, an elderly puppet 
wearing overalls who gave love advice such as, "If it's love 

at first sight take another look." 
Trefzgef and her most advertised puppet, Simon, traded 

voices. Simon was Trefzger and Trefzger was Simon. 
With her endless routines, using anything in sight as part 

of her act, Trefzgerhad the audience in the palm of her hand. 

• 

• 

Ventriloquist Lynn Trefzger and her puppet, Simon, 
perform In the LRC Auditorium. Trefzger entertained 
the. crowd with magic tricks and puppets at the SAB
sponsored event Sept. 23.(Photo by Rachel Oelanoix) 
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Dr. Katie Butler, recently retired director of the COM Early Childhood Development Lab-School, stands next to 
the tree planted in her honor Sept. 3 in the school's infant and toddler playground. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Retired Dr. Katie Butler 
currently busy teaching 
By SHALLON FLEMING 
Managing Editor 

After serving 13 years as the director of the College of 
the M3.inland Early Childhood Development Lab School, 
Dr. Katie Butler has retired, but she hasn't relaxed yet. 

Dr. Butler was persuaded to teach two child develop
ment credit courses for COM because staff within the pro
gram is undersized at the moment. "I feel this is very im
portant," she said, "Because of all jobs, this sets the fu. 
ture. T just want to make it the best I can." 

On Sept. 3, the lab school honored Dr. Butler with a 
reception and dedicated a tree to her that will shade the 
infant and toddler playground. The school is located on 
the southeast end of the Technical/Vocatiooal Building, 
The college also honored Dr. Butler with a reception fol
lowing convocation Aug. 24. 

Tn addition to .the courses she teaches for COM, Dr. 
Butler volunteers at her church and serves as president
elect in the Gulf Coast Association for the Education of 
Young Children. She also serves as the assistant educa
tion coordinator for the Galveston County Community 
Action Council Head Start program. 

Asked what she 'II do once she's done teaching and able 
to more fully enjoy her retirement, she replied, "Well, one 
day I hope I don't have to wake up so early." 

Cancer seminar Oct. 21 
male, female awareness 

University representatives to visit campus Oct. 27 

College of the Mainland, in cooperation with the Ameri
can Cancer Society, University of Texas Medical Branch at 
Galveston and Hadassah, a Jewish women's organization, 
will present a Check Yourself Out program on breast cancer 
and testicular cancer awareness on Wednesday, Oc.i. 21, from 
10 a.m. to 10:50 a.m. Participants will learn about the dis
e;,:ises and hear firsthand from cancer survivors. 

The breast cancer awarenes.5 program. will be held in the 
Leaming Resources Center Auditorium, L-131, and will be 
led by Dr. Marilyn Marx, assistant professor, department of 
general obstetrics and gynecology at U™B. American Can
cer Society breast cancer survivor volunteers Carol Yarbrough 
and Joyce Singleton also will speak. , 

The testicular c.ancer awareness program will be held in 
the TechnicalNocational Building, Room T-07, and will be 

presented by Dr. Michael Warren, professor and chainnan 
of the urology division at U™B. American Cancer Society 
testicular cam;er survivor volunteer Robert Lizza will speak 

The Check Yourself Out program is a national effort by 
Hadassah to educate students about all aspects of breastand 
testicular cancer. The program is open to the public in addi
tion to COM students and employees. 

Support group offers help 
By TORRIE MICKENS 
Staff Reporter 

Help for abuse' victims is avaliable in Galveston. If you 
need to talk to someone about sexual, physical or verbal 
abuse, call the Women's Crisis Shelter in Galveston at (409) 
763-1411, ( 409) 765-7233 or ( 409) 948-4357 for assistance. 

In Baytown, the Bay Area Women's Center therapeutic 
support group for Survivors of sexual abuse or physical as
sault meets every Monday at 4:30 p.m. in the Baytown United 
Way Complex. The group discusses individual experienC€s 
with self-esteem, relationships and family dynamics, and 
focuses on recognizing and resolving problems-. Anyone 
needing such support is welcome to join. 

The Baytown center also is accepting participants for a 
group designed for survivors of family violence. Support 
groups are facilitated by a United Way counselor at no charge 
to participants. For more infonnation call (281) 424-3300. 
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By RACHEL DELANOIX 
Staff Reporter 

Nearly 30 universities and colleges have been invited 
to participate in College Day at College of the Mainland 
Tuesday, Oct. 27, from J0:30a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Physi
cal Educaton Building. 

College Day allows students to learn more about 
courses, majors, financial aid and transfer information 

from representatives of Texas universities and colleges. 
Universities invited include Angelo State, Baylor, Hous-

ton Baptist, Howard Payne, Lamar, Our Lady of the Lake, 
Rice, St. Mary's, Sam Houston State, Southern Method
ist and Southwest Texas State. 

Others include Prairie View A&M, Texas Southern, 
Texas Tech, Texas Woman's, all University of Houston 
campuses, University of St. Thomas, Stephen F. Austin, 
University of Texas at Austin, University of Texas Medi

cal Branch at Galveston, Texas A&M, both College Sta
tion and Galveston, and Texas Chiropractic College. 

For infonnation call the Counseling Center at ( 409) 
938-121 l or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 297 or 277. 

Defining family in today's changing society 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Assistant Editor 

Editor S Note: This is the first part in a three-part series on 
families. Part 1 will define family, Part 2 will compare the 
traditonalA.mericunfamily of the 1950s with today~·Ameri
can family and Part 3 will examine the influence of televi
sion on today S American family. 

Who are the members of your family? Your mom and dad? 
Brothers and sisters? What about your girlfriend or boyfriend? 
Or your dog? 

All people have different definitions of whom they con
sider members of their family. Some consider only those 
people who are related by blood and legal laws as members 
of their family. Others include unrelated individuals who feel 
and are treated like members of the family. 

The concept of family is difficult lo define. It is important 
to look at the family's function when defining it. Dr. Marga
ret Caylor, College of the Mainland sociology professor and 
marriage and family instructor, says, "The function of a fam
ily is to teach and develop human beings across the life span." 
Her statement compiles the four functions of a family . . 

The Marriage and Family Experience 7th Edition by Bryan 
Strong, Christine De Vault and Barbara W. Sayad, says the 
functiolls arc to be a source of intimate relationships, to act 
as a unit of economic cooperation and consumption, to pro
duce and socialize children, and to assign social roles and 
status to individuals. 1 

. lJle ~ntemporary defintion of family, according to The 

Marriage and Family Experience, is "one or more adults 
related by blood, marriage or affiliation who coopernte eco
nomically, ~ho may share a common dwelling place and 
who may rear children." 

It is necessary to realize that the types of families are not 
just defined as nuclear, divorced, step, or single-parent. Not 
only is every person a member of one of these families, but 
every person is concurrently a member of another family
the family of _orientation, fonnerly known as the family of 
origin. This is the family in which we g_row up, the family 
that orients l!S to tRe world. 

Another family most will experience is the family of co
habitation. This type of family is formed by living or 
cohabitating wilh another person. 

The concept of a 
traditional Am~ri
can family is slow

ly becoming obso
lete. The 1950s 
concept of a family 
with two parents 
and 2.5 children 
cannot he found as 
easily in today's so
ciety as a remarrit!d 
family or single
parent family. 
Part 2 explores 
family further. 
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Dr. Manuel Urbina, history profess.or, points out details in the Aztec print, "Amor Indio," to Robert Rodriguez, 
llbrarlan-catalogar, and TIiiie Henson, circulation coordinator. The print Is part of the Hispanic Heritage Month 
Exhibit displayed In the LRC Library. (Photo by Danlel M. Decker) 

COM Amigos promote cultural activities 
By RUSSELL KINCHLOW 
Staff Reporter 

The COM Amigos have announced the October line-up 
of films and social and cultural events celebrating Hispanic 
Heritage Month. This College of the Mainland student orga-
1~izat:ion links the Hispanic-American community-with the 
school. 

Dr. Jesse Mireles will relate his odyssey as a young man 
who dropped out of high school, earned a Bronze Star in the 
Vietnam War and went on to earn a doctorate from the Uni
versity of Houston. Dr. Mireles, a college administrator in 
Arizona, will speak in the Leaming Resources Center Audi
torium Oct. 8 at 7 p.m. The program is free and open to the 
public. A reception for Dr. Mireles will follow. 

The film, Mi Familia, starring Jimmy Smits, Jennifer 

Scholarship winners . . 

Veronica WIiey and Gerald Undsey are the first 
recipients of the Jim and Carol Yarbrough Schol
arship at COM. Each received a $500 scholar
ship and were recognized at a recent gala hon· 
oring the Yarbroughs. The Board of Trustees Will 
vote whether to establish the scholarship at the 
next meeting. (Photo by Jirt1 Higgins) 
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Lopez, Edward James Olmos and Esai Morales will be shown 
Oct. 9 at 7 p.m. in the LRC Auditorium. The 19Q5 film is a 
multi-generational epic about a blue-collar Chicano Family. 

Angel Martinez Loredo, founder of a multicultural lead
ership consulting firm in Houston and c.'l!rrent director of 
multicultural services at University of Houston-Clear Lake, 
will deliver a motivational address about t.he importance of 

the Latino culture. This program, which is free and open to 
the public, will be held in the LRC Auditorium Oct.15 . A 
reception will follow. 

COM Amigos also screened Stand and Deliver Oct. 2 as 
part of the heritage month events. 

For more information about COM Amigos or upcoming 
Hispanic Heritage Month events, call Olda Perez at ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll-free at (888) 258-8859, Ext. 298 or Tia 
Huggins, COM Amigos adviser, at Ext. 353. 

Computer lab provides 
innovations to students 
By RUSSELL KINCHLOW 
Staff Reporter 

Innovations, a computer lab located in the TechnicalNo· 
c.ational Building, is available to all College of the Mainland 
students. 

To use the lab, students must show their COM I.D. or 
driver's license. They also should bring a disk if they want 
to save their work. 

Because a large variety of software is readily accessible, 
the lab may be used to knock out papers for English, spread
sheets and budgets for accounting and even personal papers. 
Students may also search the Internet. 

The Jab consists of 14 Apple Macintosh computers (four 
will read Apple 2e software), 25 Internet stations, 25 486 
PCs, three IBM PO.;, PC and Mac scanners and laser print

ers. Students can also have fret! e-mail accounts through 
Hotmail or Roc;ketmail. 

The lnnovati~ns Lab is located in Room T-320. Lab hours 
are Mondays 7 a.m.-8:30 p.m.; Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays 7:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m.; Fridays 8 a.m.-2 p.m.; and 
Saturdays 9 a.m. -1 p.m. · 

Lab administrators, Penny Finn and Phyllis Thibodeaux, 
along with part-time worker Carri Gregory, arc ready and 
willing to help anyone who requires assistance. 

For more information call ( 409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 370. 

• 

Mentoring guides 
fifth-grade TC boys 
By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

Anthony Hawkins, director of Job Placement Services at 
College of Mainland, is a busy man. He heads up lnnovisionS, 

Anthony Hawkins 

a program in Texas City to 
mentor fifth-grade African

. American boys. Teen 
Parenting is another pro
gram Hawkins runs, and he 
also works with the Youth 
Juvenile Center in Texas 
City. 

The fifth-grade boys in 
the Texas City school dis
trict selected for lhe lnno
visions program go to a 
special math and science 
camp for a week, usually in 
July, where they meet Af-
rican-American mathema

ticians and scientists. To be selected boys must apply otbe 
recommended by school personnel. 

The speakers at the last camp were Keith McGee, a former 
NFL player; Duwan Anderson of the Galveston Housing 
Authority; Vernon Spenser of Sterling Chemical; and Willie 
Lacy of Galveston County Probation. 

The camp lasts from 8 ·a.m. to 5 p.m., hut the times are 
flexible. At th~ camp, every boy gds a mentor who offers 
help and guidance throughout the rest of grade school and 
high schooi. Each mentor usually works with three students. 

Four of the mentored boys ~re now freshmen at the Uni
versity of Texas al Austin. }yrone Jones, Jermaine Ander
son, Erv ls Hill and Evertt Rawlls are on the UT football team. 

Many of the mentored students come back as mentors 
l fiems'elves after high school graduation, Hawkins said. 

Hawkins initiated lnnovisions in 1994. However, it did 
not really take off until after Moronda Chapman of the Al
pha Kappa Alpha Sorority and Bennie Matthews, a board 
member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority and a membt!r of 
the COM Board of Trustees, got the idea to change the pro
gram from ninth grade to fifth grade. They implemented this 
change to allow lnnovisions to work with the boys at a more 
moldable age. Hawkins explained his involvement in the 
lnnovisions program by saying, "I really feel it is my 
responsiblity to give back to the community." 

The purpose of the Teen Parenting program for unwed 
mothers, Hawkins said, is to help them graduate from high 
school and go on to college. He began the prog,ram (located 
in La Marque and serving Galveston County) in 1994 with 
COM President Larry L. Stanley's approval lo use college 
funds for the off-campus project. Explaining his motivation 
Hawkins said, "I really believe in the proverb to whom much 
is given, much is required." 

Hawkins also works with the Youth Juvenile Center lo
cated at Texas Loop 146. This program, initated by him in 
1997, is designed to Teintegrate youth offenders into society 
by helping them get jobs. Hawkins said in closing, "l want 
to be a sponge that soaks up all.d gives back." 

Free jazz concert Oct. 27 
The College of the Mainland instrumental music 

program's Jazz Ensemble and Jazz Combo will per
form a free concert Oct. 27 at 8 p.m. in the Fine Arts 
Building Recital Hall, Roo1,1 F-117. The groups also 
will perform Dec. 15 at 8 p.m. 

On Dec. 14 at 8 p.m., the Omcert Band will give a 
free performance in the Recital Hall. 

The musicians, under the direction of COM music 
Professor Sparky Kocmer, hope to raise public inter
est in American jazz music by giving these free per
fom1ances. For more information about the Instrumen
tal Music Program, contact Koerner at ( 409) 938-1211 
or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 347. 
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Dr. Katie Butler, recently retired director of the COM Early Childhood Development Lab-School, stands next to 
the tree planted in her honor Sept. 3 in the school's infant and toddler playground. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Retired Dr. Katie Butler 
currently busy teaching 
By SHALLON FLEMING 
Managing Editor 

After serving 13 years as the director of the College of 
the M3.inland Early Childhood Development Lab School, 
Dr. Katie Butler has retired, but she hasn't relaxed yet. 

Dr. Butler was persuaded to teach two child develop
ment credit courses for COM because staff within the pro
gram is undersized at the moment. "I feel this is very im
portant," she said, "Because of all jobs, this sets the fu. 
ture. T just want to make it the best I can." 

On Sept. 3, the lab school honored Dr. Butler with a 
reception and dedicated a tree to her that will shade the 
infant and toddler playground. The school is located on 
the southeast end of the Technical/Vocatiooal Building, 
The college also honored Dr. Butler with a reception fol
lowing convocation Aug. 24. 

Tn addition to .the courses she teaches for COM, Dr. 
Butler volunteers at her church and serves as president
elect in the Gulf Coast Association for the Education of 
Young Children. She also serves as the assistant educa
tion coordinator for the Galveston County Community 
Action Council Head Start program. 

Asked what she 'II do once she's done teaching and able 
to more fully enjoy her retirement, she replied, "Well, one 
day I hope I don't have to wake up so early." 

Cancer seminar Oct. 21 
male, female awareness 

University representatives to visit campus Oct. 27 

College of the Mainland, in cooperation with the Ameri
can Cancer Society, University of Texas Medical Branch at 
Galveston and Hadassah, a Jewish women's organization, 
will present a Check Yourself Out program on breast cancer 
and testicular cancer awareness on Wednesday, Oc.i. 21, from 
10 a.m. to 10:50 a.m. Participants will learn about the dis
e;,:ises and hear firsthand from cancer survivors. 

The breast cancer awarenes.5 program. will be held in the 
Leaming Resources Center Auditorium, L-131, and will be 
led by Dr. Marilyn Marx, assistant professor, department of 
general obstetrics and gynecology at U™B. American Can
cer Society breast cancer survivor volunteers Carol Yarbrough 
and Joyce Singleton also will speak. , 

The testicular c.ancer awareness program will be held in 
the TechnicalNocational Building, Room T-07, and will be 

presented by Dr. Michael Warren, professor and chainnan 
of the urology division at U™B. American Cancer Society 
testicular cam;er survivor volunteer Robert Lizza will speak 

The Check Yourself Out program is a national effort by 
Hadassah to educate students about all aspects of breastand 
testicular cancer. The program is open to the public in addi
tion to COM students and employees. 

Support group offers help 
By TORRIE MICKENS 
Staff Reporter 

Help for abuse' victims is avaliable in Galveston. If you 
need to talk to someone about sexual, physical or verbal 
abuse, call the Women's Crisis Shelter in Galveston at (409) 
763-1411, ( 409) 765-7233 or ( 409) 948-4357 for assistance. 

In Baytown, the Bay Area Women's Center therapeutic 
support group for Survivors of sexual abuse or physical as
sault meets every Monday at 4:30 p.m. in the Baytown United 
Way Complex. The group discusses individual experienC€s 
with self-esteem, relationships and family dynamics, and 
focuses on recognizing and resolving problems-. Anyone 
needing such support is welcome to join. 

The Baytown center also is accepting participants for a 
group designed for survivors of family violence. Support 
groups are facilitated by a United Way counselor at no charge 
to participants. For more infonnation call (281) 424-3300. 
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By RACHEL DELANOIX 
Staff Reporter 

Nearly 30 universities and colleges have been invited 
to participate in College Day at College of the Mainland 
Tuesday, Oct. 27, from J0:30a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Physi
cal Educaton Building. 

College Day allows students to learn more about 
courses, majors, financial aid and transfer information 

from representatives of Texas universities and colleges. 
Universities invited include Angelo State, Baylor, Hous-

ton Baptist, Howard Payne, Lamar, Our Lady of the Lake, 
Rice, St. Mary's, Sam Houston State, Southern Method
ist and Southwest Texas State. 

Others include Prairie View A&M, Texas Southern, 
Texas Tech, Texas Woman's, all University of Houston 
campuses, University of St. Thomas, Stephen F. Austin, 
University of Texas at Austin, University of Texas Medi

cal Branch at Galveston, Texas A&M, both College Sta
tion and Galveston, and Texas Chiropractic College. 

For infonnation call the Counseling Center at ( 409) 
938-121 l or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 297 or 277. 

Defining family in today's changing society 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Assistant Editor 

Editor S Note: This is the first part in a three-part series on 
families. Part 1 will define family, Part 2 will compare the 
traditonalA.mericunfamily of the 1950s with today~·Ameri
can family and Part 3 will examine the influence of televi
sion on today S American family. 

Who are the members of your family? Your mom and dad? 
Brothers and sisters? What about your girlfriend or boyfriend? 
Or your dog? 

All people have different definitions of whom they con
sider members of their family. Some consider only those 
people who are related by blood and legal laws as members 
of their family. Others include unrelated individuals who feel 
and are treated like members of the family. 

The concept of family is difficult lo define. It is important 
to look at the family's function when defining it. Dr. Marga
ret Caylor, College of the Mainland sociology professor and 
marriage and family instructor, says, "The function of a fam
ily is to teach and develop human beings across the life span." 
Her statement compiles the four functions of a family . . 

The Marriage and Family Experience 7th Edition by Bryan 
Strong, Christine De Vault and Barbara W. Sayad, says the 
functiolls arc to be a source of intimate relationships, to act 
as a unit of economic cooperation and consumption, to pro
duce and socialize children, and to assign social roles and 
status to individuals. 1 

. lJle ~ntemporary defintion of family, according to The 

Marriage and Family Experience, is "one or more adults 
related by blood, marriage or affiliation who coopernte eco
nomically, ~ho may share a common dwelling place and 
who may rear children." 

It is necessary to realize that the types of families are not 
just defined as nuclear, divorced, step, or single-parent. Not 
only is every person a member of one of these families, but 
every person is concurrently a member of another family
the family of _orientation, fonnerly known as the family of 
origin. This is the family in which we g_row up, the family 
that orients l!S to tRe world. 

Another family most will experience is the family of co
habitation. This type of family is formed by living or 
cohabitating wilh another person. 

The concept of a 
traditional Am~ri
can family is slow

ly becoming obso
lete. The 1950s 
concept of a family 
with two parents 
and 2.5 children 
cannot he found as 
easily in today's so
ciety as a remarrit!d 
family or single
parent family. 
Part 2 explores 
family further. 
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Dr. Manuel Urbina, history profess.or, points out details in the Aztec print, "Amor Indio," to Robert Rodriguez, 
llbrarlan-catalogar, and TIiiie Henson, circulation coordinator. The print Is part of the Hispanic Heritage Month 
Exhibit displayed In the LRC Library. (Photo by Danlel M. Decker) 

COM Amigos promote cultural activities 
By RUSSELL KINCHLOW 
Staff Reporter 

The COM Amigos have announced the October line-up 
of films and social and cultural events celebrating Hispanic 
Heritage Month. This College of the Mainland student orga-
1~izat:ion links the Hispanic-American community-with the 
school. 

Dr. Jesse Mireles will relate his odyssey as a young man 
who dropped out of high school, earned a Bronze Star in the 
Vietnam War and went on to earn a doctorate from the Uni
versity of Houston. Dr. Mireles, a college administrator in 
Arizona, will speak in the Leaming Resources Center Audi
torium Oct. 8 at 7 p.m. The program is free and open to the 
public. A reception for Dr. Mireles will follow. 

The film, Mi Familia, starring Jimmy Smits, Jennifer 

Scholarship winners . . 

Veronica WIiey and Gerald Undsey are the first 
recipients of the Jim and Carol Yarbrough Schol
arship at COM. Each received a $500 scholar
ship and were recognized at a recent gala hon· 
oring the Yarbroughs. The Board of Trustees Will 
vote whether to establish the scholarship at the 
next meeting. (Photo by Jirt1 Higgins) 
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Lopez, Edward James Olmos and Esai Morales will be shown 
Oct. 9 at 7 p.m. in the LRC Auditorium. The 19Q5 film is a 
multi-generational epic about a blue-collar Chicano Family. 

Angel Martinez Loredo, founder of a multicultural lead
ership consulting firm in Houston and c.'l!rrent director of 
multicultural services at University of Houston-Clear Lake, 
will deliver a motivational address about t.he importance of 

the Latino culture. This program, which is free and open to 
the public, will be held in the LRC Auditorium Oct.15 . A 
reception will follow. 

COM Amigos also screened Stand and Deliver Oct. 2 as 
part of the heritage month events. 

For more information about COM Amigos or upcoming 
Hispanic Heritage Month events, call Olda Perez at ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll-free at (888) 258-8859, Ext. 298 or Tia 
Huggins, COM Amigos adviser, at Ext. 353. 

Computer lab provides 
innovations to students 
By RUSSELL KINCHLOW 
Staff Reporter 

Innovations, a computer lab located in the TechnicalNo· 
c.ational Building, is available to all College of the Mainland 
students. 

To use the lab, students must show their COM I.D. or 
driver's license. They also should bring a disk if they want 
to save their work. 

Because a large variety of software is readily accessible, 
the lab may be used to knock out papers for English, spread
sheets and budgets for accounting and even personal papers. 
Students may also search the Internet. 

The Jab consists of 14 Apple Macintosh computers (four 
will read Apple 2e software), 25 Internet stations, 25 486 
PCs, three IBM PO.;, PC and Mac scanners and laser print

ers. Students can also have fret! e-mail accounts through 
Hotmail or Roc;ketmail. 

The lnnovati~ns Lab is located in Room T-320. Lab hours 
are Mondays 7 a.m.-8:30 p.m.; Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays 7:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m.; Fridays 8 a.m.-2 p.m.; and 
Saturdays 9 a.m. -1 p.m. · 

Lab administrators, Penny Finn and Phyllis Thibodeaux, 
along with part-time worker Carri Gregory, arc ready and 
willing to help anyone who requires assistance. 

For more information call ( 409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 370. 
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Mentoring guides 
fifth-grade TC boys 
By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

Anthony Hawkins, director of Job Placement Services at 
College of Mainland, is a busy man. He heads up lnnovisionS, 

Anthony Hawkins 

a program in Texas City to 
mentor fifth-grade African

. American boys. Teen 
Parenting is another pro
gram Hawkins runs, and he 
also works with the Youth 
Juvenile Center in Texas 
City. 

The fifth-grade boys in 
the Texas City school dis
trict selected for lhe lnno
visions program go to a 
special math and science 
camp for a week, usually in 
July, where they meet Af-
rican-American mathema

ticians and scientists. To be selected boys must apply otbe 
recommended by school personnel. 

The speakers at the last camp were Keith McGee, a former 
NFL player; Duwan Anderson of the Galveston Housing 
Authority; Vernon Spenser of Sterling Chemical; and Willie 
Lacy of Galveston County Probation. 

The camp lasts from 8 ·a.m. to 5 p.m., hut the times are 
flexible. At th~ camp, every boy gds a mentor who offers 
help and guidance throughout the rest of grade school and 
high schooi. Each mentor usually works with three students. 

Four of the mentored boys ~re now freshmen at the Uni
versity of Texas al Austin. }yrone Jones, Jermaine Ander
son, Erv ls Hill and Evertt Rawlls are on the UT football team. 

Many of the mentored students come back as mentors 
l fiems'elves after high school graduation, Hawkins said. 

Hawkins initiated lnnovisions in 1994. However, it did 
not really take off until after Moronda Chapman of the Al
pha Kappa Alpha Sorority and Bennie Matthews, a board 
member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority and a membt!r of 
the COM Board of Trustees, got the idea to change the pro
gram from ninth grade to fifth grade. They implemented this 
change to allow lnnovisions to work with the boys at a more 
moldable age. Hawkins explained his involvement in the 
lnnovisions program by saying, "I really feel it is my 
responsiblity to give back to the community." 

The purpose of the Teen Parenting program for unwed 
mothers, Hawkins said, is to help them graduate from high 
school and go on to college. He began the prog,ram (located 
in La Marque and serving Galveston County) in 1994 with 
COM President Larry L. Stanley's approval lo use college 
funds for the off-campus project. Explaining his motivation 
Hawkins said, "I really believe in the proverb to whom much 
is given, much is required." 

Hawkins also works with the Youth Juvenile Center lo
cated at Texas Loop 146. This program, initated by him in 
1997, is designed to Teintegrate youth offenders into society 
by helping them get jobs. Hawkins said in closing, "l want 
to be a sponge that soaks up all.d gives back." 

Free jazz concert Oct. 27 
The College of the Mainland instrumental music 

program's Jazz Ensemble and Jazz Combo will per
form a free concert Oct. 27 at 8 p.m. in the Fine Arts 
Building Recital Hall, Roo1,1 F-117. The groups also 
will perform Dec. 15 at 8 p.m. 

On Dec. 14 at 8 p.m., the Omcert Band will give a 
free performance in the Recital Hall. 

The musicians, under the direction of COM music 
Professor Sparky Kocmer, hope to raise public inter
est in American jazz music by giving these free per
fom1ances. For more information about the Instrumen
tal Music Program, contact Koerner at ( 409) 938-1211 
or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 347. 
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Campus Life 

Oscar Madison, played by Bryan Myers (left), and Felix Unger, played by Roger Stallings, butt heads in the COM Arena 
Theatre's latest production, The Odd Couple. The comedy runs Oct. 29--Nov. 22. (Photo courtesy Skip Quimby) 

The Odd Couple opens at COM Oct 29 
By RACHEL DELANOIX 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland will have a free preview of The 
Odd Couple on Wednesday, Oct. 28, at 8 p.m. in the Arena 
Theatre. Everyone is wekome. 

For every show, the COM ·theater presents a free preview 

the evening before it opens. Its purpose is to promote theater 
awareness by extending an invitation to the community. 

The Odd Couple will run Oct. 29 through Nov. 22, Thurs.
days through Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. 

Be sure to catch this classic comedy of mismatched room-

mates, sloppy Oscar Madison, played by Bryan Myers, a 
veteran of the COM stage, and painfully neat Felix Unger 
played by COM speech profes..~or, Roger Stallings. 

"I remember working on scenes from The Odd Couple 
back when I was in college taking acting classes," Stallings, 
another familiar face on the CbM stage, said. "Thal was in 
the very early '70s. Ever since then I have always wanted to 

play the role of Felix. The audition notice sent out by Mark 
(Adams) actually says 'Felix, 44 years old.' I thought, at 
last, I have arrived." 

For reservations or other infonnation, call the box office 
at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 345. 

Fall '98 InterCOM staff 

The 1998 fall loterCOM staff are (from left) Michael NavaITO; Patricia Hill, layout editor; Shallon Fleming, 
managing edi~r; Steve Pifer; Amy Patlach, assistant editor; Russell Kinchlow; Torrie Mickens; RoddrickJohnson; 
Rachel Delanoo:; and Daniel Decker. Juan Mugartegui is not pictured, (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
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Planned sports activities 
offer variety, fun for fall 
By RODDRICK JOHNSON 
Staff Reporter 

The fall sports activities at College of the Mainland are 
well underway. Sports include basketball, volleyball, soc
cer, bowling, table tennis and many more. 

COM will participate in the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate 
SJX)rts Day at Lee College in Baytown on Oct. 15. Competi
tive games include table tennis, tennis, volleyball, men's and 
women's J-on-3 basketball, softball, 8-ball and rae,quetball. 
To participate in Sports Day, a student must be signed up for 
at least one credit hour. Tennis and racquetball players are 
still needed. 

The Outdoor Club camping trip to Matagorda Island is 
Friday, Oct. 16, through Sunday, Oct. 18. The last day to 
sign up was Oct. 7, but check to see if space remains. The 
group leaves Friday at 6 p.m. and returns Sunday night. It is 
a primitive camp, which means no ·soap or running water. 

On Oct. 26, a Student Flag Football Tournament will be 
played at 2 p.m. by the baseball field on Monticello Drive. 
Students niay form their own teams. 

The student/employee pick-up volleyball league is held 
every Thursday at 4 p.m. It is not . too late to sign up. 
If you are interested in playing soccer, the men's soccer prac
tice is held Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. by the baseball field. The 
games are on Sundays at various times. 

On Oct. 28, the student/employee 3-on-3 basketball tour
nament will be held in the Gym at 2 p.m. Players can pick 
their own teams. 

The Exercise for Stress Workshop is set for Nov. 3 at 6:45 
p.m. It is open to anyone, but sign-up is by Oct. 27. 

Another activity in November is the GCIC Bowling Sports 

Day to be held at Annadilla Lanes in Pasadena. Students 
must be enrolled in at least one hour credit course to partici
pate in the event set for Nov. 4. Anyone interested may sign 
up in the Gym. 

For more information on any event, visit the Gym, or call 
Maryann Urick the Recreational Programs and Student Ac
tivities coordinator at ( 409) 938-12 l 1 or toll-free (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 418. 

Ephemera launches season 
at COM Fine Arts Gallery 
By TORRIE MICKENS 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Fine Arts Gallery launched 
its 1998-99 season with the installation of Ephemera, the 
work of artist Toby Topek. Due to Tropical Storm Frances, 
the opening was postponed from Sept . .10 lo Oct. 6. Ephem
era runs through Oct. 15. 

According to the COM gallery press release, Topek takes 
elements of nature, such as leaves, water from rivers, and 
man-made containers and mixes them with art mediums to 
express a connection with the past while experiencing the 
present. Her concepts revdlve around memory, our personal 
relationships with culture, travel and nature. Topek speaks 
of assembling and reassembling materials indicating the ef
fect of the passage of time on memory. 

"I'm interested in the contrast between contempory con
sumer culture and the layered history of ancient temples and· 
oceans," Topek is quoted in the press "release. "The passage 

of lime, the process of changing places and the ongoingness 
of pqsonal history are preserved in my work." 

The next gallery show The Rhythm of the Wheel, a collec
tion of paintings by Luann Stovall, will open Oct. 29 and 
run through Dec. 15. Stovall will discuss her work with the 
public Oct. 29 at 7 p.m. 

Gallery hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays 12:30-5 p.m.; 
Wednesdays 10 a.m.-1 p.m.; and, upon request, one hour 
prior to weekend pe,rfonnances of the COM Arena Theatre. 

For more infonnation, call (409) 938-1211 or toll-free 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 348. 
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Membership in PTK 
rewarding experience 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff' Reporter 

Sigma 'Delta is College of the Mainland's chapter of Phi 
Theta Kappa, the International Honor Society of the Two
Year Co(lege. The chapter is celebrating 30 years at COM 
and has been under the advisement of math Professor Leslie 
Richardson for 11 years. 

To be eligible for Phi Theta Kappa, students must meet 
the requirements of the international office. All applicants 

must be enrolled in at least three credit hours. Only students 
who have completed at least 12 semester hours may be ad
mitted-providing they have a 3.600 grade point average. 

If a student is eligible for PTK, he or she will receive an 
invitation from the organization. The student must then at
tend an orientation meeting and the induction ceremony. Once 
inducted, the.student receives a membership card, pin and 
monthly newsletter. 

Becoming a member does require a small fee that must be 
paid yearly, but "the first year is the highest amount ($50) ·· 
you 'II pay," said former co-adviser, English Professor Kathye 
Bergin. 

PTK, founded in 1918, is an organization that prepares 
students for life outside the classroom by providing them 
opportunities to serve the college and the community. The 
society is based on four hallmarks: scholarship, leadership, 
fellowship and service. "Participation in the society is a re
warding experience that gives students a broader experience 
of common life," Richardson said. 

The recent book drive was Sigma Delta's first service 
project of the semester. Upcoming projects arc a bake sale 
and a food drive. The chapter also is planning the Duck for a 
Day fund-raiser in which the professor who raises the most 
money for the honor society dresses in a duck suit for a day. 
Last semester's winner was physical education Professor Al 
Bass. -

Every two years PTK's international office assigns a two
year service project. The 1998-200(),project is the America 
Reads Challenge. Phi Theta Kappa chapters across the na
tion will work with the U.S. Department of Education to 
mise the nation's literacy level. 

Each year the international office also assigns an honors 
study topic. This year's theme is The Pursuit of Happiness: 
Conflicting Visions and Values. 

PTK also sponsors a leadership course at COM that is a 
college transfer elective ·and is available to all students. Hu
manities 2301, which will be taught in the spring semester, 
is a course that examines leadership and management theory, 
Bergin said. Professors Bergin, Ouida Sanmann and Dr. Rod 
Mc Yetta are eligible to teach the course based on their train
ing and certification as well as membership in PTK. 

AIDS speakers to share 
personal life experiences 
By SHALLON FLEMING. 
Managing Editor 

The Student Activities Board will once again sponsor an 
AlDS awareness presentation at College of the Mainland. 
The program For Those Who Think It Would 
Not Happen to Them, is set for Oct. 13 at 12:30 during Col
lege Hour in the Learning Resources Center Auditorium. 

The speaker will be Andrew McPhaul, coordinator of re· 
covery setvices for people with HIV at the Galveston Gulf 
Coast Center. Two COM students also will share their expe
riences of living with HIV. 

Last year\. presentation featured a guest speaker from the 
AIDS Coalition of Coastal Texas and a COM student. Both 
were living with the disease. The program emphasized that 
although AIDS-related deaths decreased in recent years, sta
tistics indicated that n~w cases are on the rise. 

A concerted worldwide effort to educate people hopefully 
will reverse this trend. 

Everyone is invited to attend this special program. Re
freshments will follow. 
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Students, staff give the gift of life. at blood drive 
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Angelle Brown (right), a phlebotonlst with the Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center of Houston, prepares 
COM student Sean Buchanan to give blood at the SAB-sponsored blood drive Oct. 6 and 7 as Sha Holmes, 
another phlebotonlst, looks on. The blood drive was held in the COM Student Center. Fifty people donated 
blood, with nine deferrals-people Who attempted to donate but could not for various reasons. All donors 
received free T-shirts. The blood center regularty administers drives on campus. (Photo by Danie! M. Decker) 

SAB sets Student Concerns Forum for Nov. 5 
By AMY K. PATIACH 
Assistant Editor 

Members of the College of the Mainland administration 
w_ill attend the Nov. 5.Student Concerns Forum to discuss 
current student issues. The Student Activities Board spon
sors the forum to provide student,;; with an opportunity to 

relay their concerns about the college to the president and 
the deans. 

COM President Larry L Stanley, Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean 
of College and Financial Services, and Alex Pratt, acting 
dean of Instruction and Student Development, are sched-

uJed to aUend. 
The forum will take place in the Student Center during 

College Hour, 12:30 p.m.-1 :30 p.m. 
President Stanley and the deans will answer or promise to 

investigate any concerns brought to their attention, Previous 
issues addressed at the forum have been the smoking policy, 
telephone registration and child care. 

Everyone is welcome. For more information on the Stu
dent Concerns Forum or other SAB activities, contact 
Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs and Student Activi
ties coordinator, at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888)_258-
8859, Ext. 418. 

Ventriloquist act mesmerizes COM audience 
By RUSSELL KINCHLOW 
Sta.ff Reporter 

Comedian and ventriloquist, Lynn Trefzger, entertained 
children and parents with her amazing vocal skills and pup
pet performance Sept. 23. The Student Activities Board spon
sored the event in the College of the Mainland Leaming Re
sources Center Auditorium, L-131. 

Soon after the lights dimmed, Trefzger mesmerized the 
audience with her magic tricks. She created an atmosphere 
of fun with her puppet collection, which included a crying 
invisible baby in a blanket (she shook the blanket out and 
there was no baby) and a ditzy camel named Camelot. The 
sounds Trefzger produced were most believable. She also 
made people from the audience become puppets. 

Using three people in front of the stage, Trefzger tapped 
one person after another on the shoulder and made them lip
synch while she spoke for each of them. 

Trefzger continued to hold the audience spellbound with 
Emily, who blew ~er nose over and over and sang the well
known song "Natural Woman," and Judd, an elderly puppet 
wearing overalls who gave love advice such as, "If it's love 

at first sight take another look." 
Trefzgef and her most advertised puppet, Simon, traded 

voices. Simon was Trefzger and Trefzger was Simon. 
With her endless routines, using anything in sight as part 

of her act, Trefzgerhad the audience in the palm of her hand. 

• 

• 

Ventriloquist Lynn Trefzger and her puppet, Simon, 
perform In the LRC Auditorium. Trefzger entertained 
the. crowd with magic tricks and puppets at the SAB
sponsored event Sept. 23.(Photo by Rachel Oelanoix) 
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Editorials/News 

The Welcome Kickoff, sponsored by SAB Sept. 21, gives students an opportunity to learn about campus clube 
and organizations whlle having a good time. The popular biannual event 1eatured free hot dogs, chips and 
drinks, as well as music provided by Moblle Disk Jockey service of Galveston. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Hot dog! It's another Welcome Kickoff 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Slaff Reporter 

The fall semester began with the Student Activities Board
sponsored Welcome Kickoff celebration Sept. 21 during 
College _Hour, 12:30-1:30 p.m. The Kickoff is a biannual 
event that has become a tradition at College of the Mainland 
each long semester. 

The Kickoff gave students a chance to familiarize them
selves with student organizations and one another while en
joying hot dogs. chips and sodas provided by SAB. A Mo
bile Disk Jockey Service D.J. from Galveston played the 
latest in music trends from Will Smith, Matchbox 20, and 
Mya and Praz as well as some golden oldies such as Aretha 
Franklin's "Respect." 

Various speakers promoted their organizations to the 
crowd. Alex Pratt, acting dean of Instruction and Student 
Services, gave a warm welcome to new and returning stu-

dents and wished them a promising year. 
Anthony Hawkins, director of Job Placement Services, 

greeted students and encouraged them to participate in ex
tra-curricular activites. 

Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs and Student Ac
tivities coordinator, informed students about activities avail
able this year such as basketbaJI, tennis, racquetball and table 
tennis, all of which can be found on the activities calendar in 
the Gym. She also announced that the men's soccer team 
needs more players. 

SAB President Wendy Shirley invited everyone to join 
SAB by attending meetings on Tuesdays during College 
Hour. SAB organizes school events and decides how stu
dent fees are spent. The recent performance by ventriloquist 
Lynn Trefzger was an · SAB-sponsored event, paid for by 
student fees. · 

To contact Urick call (409)938-1211 or call toll-free(888) 
258-8859, Ext. 418. 

60+ violators break 
tobacco-free policy 
By AMY K. PATIACH 
Assistant Editor 

When the Board of Trustees voted to make C.Ollege 
of the Mainland a tobacco-free institution as of June 
1, many students and college employees thought the 
new policy would never work. But here it is, October, 
and the COM Police Team has cited no more than 60 
to 70 violators. , 

"The smoking policy is working out in the fact (that) 
there have been no mass protests or radical uprisings." 
Officer Arbry Clifton said. 

One to five violators are caught daily. The police 
team is trying to be non-confrontational about the situ
ation. Currently, they are issuing warnings and dis
tributing violation cards. 

The purpose of the cards is to infonn violators about 
the cpnsequences of smoking on campus and to iden
tify the only location where smoking is pennitted-
inside a personal vehicle. 

Most people caught smoking are going from the 
campus buildings to their cars, Clifton said. Others 
are smoking while standing in the parking lot and so
cializing. 

The tobacco policy states that the use of tobacco is 
permitted only inside a personal vehicle located in an 
approved designated parking area. The police team 
and COM President Larry L. Stanley agree that mo
torcyclists may smoke provided they are seated on their 
motorcycles, and smoking is permitted in the bed of a 
pickup truck."You have to be half-way in the vehicle," 
Clifton said. 

Though no tickets have been written as of yet, ev
eryone should be aware of the penalties for violating 
the policy. The policy reads: Students and visitors will 
be fined $25 for the first violation and $50 for the sec
ond violation. The third violation will result in disci
plinary action up to and including expulsion from the 
campus. 

C.Ollege employees will be fined $25 for the first 
violation, $50 for the second violation with referral to 
the college president for disciplinary action to include 
termination. 

Oifton summed it up by saying, "It's working out 
better than we (the police team) thought." 
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, Make a Difference Day is Oct. 24. For the last eight 
y·ears this day has beell set aside to encourage people to 
volunteer and get involved with something, anything. 
Sponsored by USA Weekend Magazine and the Points of 
Light Foundation, Make a Difference Day is getting bigger 
each year as more people use this day to help someone. 

But several people at CD liege of the Mainland have 
demonstrated that you don't have to wait for one particular 
day to make a difference. Without the consistent help and 
support of these special individuals, this publication 
probably would not make it to press. 

Phil Johnson, media speciaJist, develops heaps of film 
for us, sometimes at the last second. We know we can 
always co.uni on him to get the pictures to us ASAP. 

Walter Kessler, media specialist, often steps in to de
velop prints on the rare occasions Phil is unable to. He also 
lets us use his spectacular printer that prints tabloid pages. 

Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs and Student 
Activities coordinator, always comes through with sports 
photos and statistics of the latest game. She returns our 
endless phone calls promptly and always has a smile. 

Jim Higgins, director of Planning and Public Informa
tion, gives us leads, lends us his photos and lets us use his 
press releases. He ·even went out of his way to get our 
. fr~~t page phqto ,of t~e nfW T~hqology lrf!ining Center. 

• 

Gina Castro, publication specialist, who has served as 
an lnterCOM staffer in the past. and puts together the 
employee newsletter, Compendium, understands the 
pressures of journalism. In a crunch, we can always count 
.wi her for a photo. 

The Police Team has kept us safe on many a late 
night. They watch over us as their children and stop by for 
chats in the middle of our long nights. 

The Humanities Team puts up with staff members 
traipsing through their suite. The carpet is well-worn 
between the newsroom and lnterCOM Adviser A"itrid H. 
Lowery's office. They have settled disputes between 
editors ahd have answered many bizarre questions. 

Of course, there are many other people we haven't the 
space to mention, but we are thankful to them all. For us, 
they truly make a difference. 

Letters to the Editor Policy 
/nterCOM welcomes all Letters to the Editor. Please 

make letters brief and to the point. All letters should 
include a name and daylime lelephone number for 
verification. We reserve the right to edit aJI letters for 
length, grammar, spelling and libelous content. Letters 
to the Editor will be printed on a space-available basis . 

• 
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New job challenge 
breaks old routine 
Continued from Page 1---------

"lt's a different kind of job, a short-term challenge," 
he said .of his new position. "It breaks up the routine." 
But he hopes to get back to that routine by early Janu
ary or February. 

Dean Pratt's ultimate goal is to get back to the class
room. "I enjoy interaction with students," but he said 
most interactions these days are with students who have 
problems and complaints. 

And the next problCm he is working on is spring 
registration. 

During fall registration, advisers faced a state of 
chaos. The alphabetical process was mostly ignored 
by students and telephone registration did not ad
equately replace the early registration process of pre
vious years. 

In fact, only 835 students had registered by tele
phone from July 22 to Aug. 25, leaving approximately 
2,500 students to flood regular registration. 

"We had a mess of people showing up at 8 a.m.," 
Dean Pratt said. "We stayed backlogged the entire day. 
We have to be able to regulate." 

The acting dean said another problem was that many 
students came to registration with no goals in mind. 
"They just want to get in school." For registration to 
work efficiently, students should know what classes 
they want to take and at what times. 

Dean Pratt hopes more students will register by tele
phone in the future, and he envisions that one day stu
dents will be able to register by e-mail or over the 
Internet in a multi-purpose lab or even by computers 
set up in hallways throughout campus. 

'I'ecfinology center offers 
industrial arts courses 
Continued from Page 1---------
the center in the near future, Neugent said. Currently 67 
students are enrolled. 

F.ach shipyard welding class consists of 345 contact hours; 
each machine class requires 346 contact hours. Classroom 
equipment includes nine welding machines and nine lathes. 
Lathes are machines that grip metal or other material at both 
ends and rotate it to be shaped by a cutting instrument. 

The center also has two computer numerical control ma
chines on loan from HASS Corporation, which manufac
tures the machines. CNCs are programmable robotics that 
make exact duplicates of parts reque&ted. One of these com
puter machines is for lathe work and the other is for mill work. 

A new shipyard welding class opens Oct. 16. Dwight 
"Doc" Miller, head of the welding department at COM, over
sees the shipyard welding classes at the center. Registration 
is available at COM and at San Jacinto South. For the spring 
semester, registration is tentatively planned at the center, 
Neugent said. 

COM and San Jacinto South are considering adding more 
courses in the spring. Possible classes include general com
puter, CADcom, PC repair, electronics and millwright, 
Neugent said. However, not all of these courses will be added 
to the curriculum in the spring. 

for infonnation call Neugent at (281)557-0300, Ext. 279. 

Math for Liberal Arts offered 
In the spring, the College of the Mainland math depart

ment will offer MATH 1332, Math for Liberal Arts, as an 
alternative to MATH 1314, College Algebra. This alterna
tive applies only to some students seeking an associate of 
arts degree and cannot be applied to an associate's degree in 
math or science, said math professor, Dr. Ali Ravandi. The 
University of Houston-Clear Lake is working on adopting 
MATH 1332 as a transfer course in place of College Alge
bra. For more infonnation call Dr. Ravandi at ( 409) 938-
1211 or toll-rree (888) 258-8859, Ext. 225. 
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America's Most Wanted producer Tom Steyer addresses the famlly members of victims of unsolved abductions 
and murders prior to taping an episode of the popular televlslon program In the LRC Auditorium Sept. 27. Family 
members hold llghted candlu to commemorate their toved ones. The show was produced because of the un
usually high number of unsolved abductions and murders In Galveston County since 1971. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Victims' families recount tragic stories 
and Steyer apologized to~: n the families. "I'm sorry for all 
the pain I've caused Y')u today." 

Continued from Page 1-----------
trict Attorney Mike Guarino said, "Our hope is that some
one out there who has seen or heard something will come 
forward." 

Explaining that the show would focus only on five cases, 
Steyer apologized to the families that would not get air time. 

Two female victims discovered in what has come to be 
known as "the killing fields" in League City have yeTto be 
identified. The remains of these two along wifh several other 
women were discovered years apart in a field off Calder Road. 
"We hope that somehow or another, someone will recognize 
one of those girls and come forward," Steyer said. 

Steyer gathered the families together and distributed 
candles that were lighted during taping. Families of Shelley 
Sikes, Laura Kate Smither and Jessica Cain gave a sum
mary of when each girl was abducted and what has tran
spired since. Many people cried during the brief interviews, 

for ... teachers in 
Math and Scienc 

Join the School o 
and BE IN DE 

Call now! Spring 
information call 
Education advisi 

When the taping was completed, family members met with 
one another and spoke to the officers who were involved 
with lhe cases. Although not all the vicitms' families were 
present, the sheer number of those who were was astound
ing. It was the unusually high number of murdered and ab
ducted victims that <irew the America°C>s Most Wanted to 
Galveston County. 

The show will be anchored out of Houston and is sched
uled to air Oct. 10 on Channel 26 at 8 p.m. 

GaJveston County Sgt. Tommy Hansen, who coordinated 
the event, explained that the college was chosen because of 
its central location in the county and because "COM has 
always been an excellent supporter of criminal justice." He 
added that the auditorium provided equipment that was nec
essary for the production. 

University of Houston m Clear Lake 
E-mail: education@cl.uh.edu • Website: www.cl.uh.edu/soe 
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Page 8, October 1998, lnterCOM 

What's Happening 

Lisa Campbell, a systems analyst at College of the Mainland, was selected as the COM EmployN of the Vear. Presl~ 
dent Larry L Stanley announced the award at the fall convocation. She was selected Employee o1 the Month In June 
and was chosen from among the other 11 employees of the month for the honor. (Photo by Gina Castro) 

Computers earn Campbell empolyee award 
Continued from Page 1-----------
Campbell is considering the purchase of a new home com
puter. "Our old one is on its last leg," she explained. 

And computers, after all, may have earned the award for 
Campbell. 

As the systems analyst for COM, she is in charge of solv
ing the Year 2000 glitch for all computers on campus. Ex
perts predict that computers worldwide will crash at the 
change of the millennium because most programs read only 
the last two digits of a year to determine the date. So when 
the big 2(00 rolls around, computers will enter a time warp, 
reading the date as 1900 instead. 

Campbell said, "We're in pretty good shape." She ex
plained that about t\Vo years ago the college purchased new 
software. Now the software maker-not COM-is res~n
sib[e for updating the programs. So far she reports that the· 
student records program is completely fixed, and the finan
cial progrnm should be glitch-free by January. 

Currently, she is focusing her attention on the approxi
mate 1,200 personal computers that abound an campus. She 
has assigned someone to inspect each one for the problem. 

In June, Campbell was nominated for Employee of the 
Month by Alice Whistler, Human Resources assistant. 
Whistler's office depends on computers, and so she works 
with Campbell quite frequently. 

"Any time I ask Lisa for help, she goes out of her way to 
get it done and get it done quickly," Whistler said. "She goes 
beyond her job. She is always helpful and willing to share 
her knowledge, and she doesn't make you feel stupid if you 
don't know what you're doing." 

After the June award, a committee reviewed all employ
ees of the month lo detennine this year's overall employee. 

Campbell, born and r~ised in Texas City, attended Texas 
A&M University where she received her bachelor's degree. 
After working one year at NASA. she came to work al COM 
in November 1983 and has been employed here ever since. 

UpCOMing Events 
0.,.8 

Speaker Dr. kN: D. Mirclc,i(i!' 7 p.m. in L· 131 

0d.' 
Free II\IJYie Mi Famdiu@ 7p.m. in L-IJ I 

Od.10 
P1l{ induction rc,heanal (ill IO~"'IOa.m. in 1~131 
Americ<J ~ Mo.fl "'1llkld filmed at OJM airing (al 8 
p.m.on FOXU. 

Od.11 
P1l{ induciioo@2 p.m. in L- tJ1 

Od.U 
P1l{ hllkc sale in MatNScicncc Atriwn 

AIDS presentation@ 12:30 p.m. in L- 131 

Od.15 
Srudcn1 Golicmmen1 @ 12:JO p.m. in A-148 
~ke,Angel M. L.aredo@7p.m.in L-!Jl 
GCIC Spun.~ Day@l.ee O,llegc in BaylOWTl 

0d. 16 
SABfree ~MWll/l@7p.m.in L,..JJl 

c.DM Amigos Danc:i:@8 p,m. in Slulknt Cente1: $4 
a ticket 
Outdoor Club ·s Matagorda !~land trip @ t, p.m. 

0d. " 
PTK Adopt-a-Highway ciC1111 up @ 10:30 a.m. in 

MS-137 
SAD~ mavie Mu/oJ,@7 p.m. in L,..131 

0d. " 
l'TK food dl'm through OCI. 24 

0d." 
Breasl cancer awarenca @ 10 a.m.· m:;o a.m. in L-
131 
Tcslicularcani:a-i1W;an::11CM@ l011.m.-lfr.50a.m. in 
T-07 

""-" 
Dayliglll-saving linlll ends 

°""" l.ast day lo submit events for lnkrCOM"s November 

"''""' Flag fuolb.ll toumament@2 p.m. hy bac:ball fickl 

Od.27 
Colkgc Day@ 10:Jfl'a.m.·2 p.m. in Gym 
Halloween party f<.x Sludenis@ 12:30 p.m. inside 
and ,-..w;ide Student Ccnu:r 
Jazz Ensemble andJa:z2 Comboconcen@H p.m. in 
F-117 

Od.28 
Srudcnr/Fmf*,yee J-0n-J lw.keltwl to\lfl)IU!'lent@ 

2p.m. in Gym 

Fn:e !ffView Th,,:OddC,,upie@R p.m. in theala-

Od.29 
Srudc111 Government @ 12:30 p,m. in A· 148 

Opening of The RJrydim of the Wheel paintings by 
Luann Skwall @6 p.m. in the art gallery 
11ieOddCouple IUllll until Nov. 22 Thu~ys-
Saturdays@Spm. and Swldays (a) 2:30 p.m. in 

"'"" 
Nod 
Elcdion Day 
Exercille for~ w<ll'k..<,h()p@J p.m. 

..... , 
GCIC Bowling Splits Day @Armadilla Lanes in ....... 
..... 
Studcnl Concerns m<Uffl @ 12:30 p.m. in Student 
c.m,, 

NOY.'-7 
Sruden! U'.3dershipConfen:nce @ UIICL 

N..,,..7 
Rena~ Festival Trip @ 8 a.m. in P-119 

NoJV,11 
B00U-,1i1@9 a.m.·2 p.m. in Tec,l\lx lklilding 

People Speak Out 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO, Slaff Reporfer 
and DANIEL M. DECKER. Photographer 

Over the past rew yeara an epidemic has spread= 
the natioo. Mon: and more lfen·agc girls meed with hav
ing a child have decided to kill their babi<,; nlther lhan 
confront their situation. A recent example is the 15-yw
oldl'eadandgjrldwged with killing her newborn. In some 
instaoces, the .fathel,; of the infants have even assisted. 
lnte.COM asked, "How do yoo f«:J about teen-oge girls 
dispooing of their newborn babi<,;?" 

.Krlatintloll: 
"I say punish them for 
murder when the baby 
was bom alive. Prosecute 
them to the fttlkst ., 

Kaylei1Bn,wn: 
"If tfi4y didn't want the 
baby, they should''!< used 
protection. If it was an 
accident, she sboukl give 
it up fo~ lldopli<m. She 
shouldgiv<, it to the falher. 
She shook! get an abor
tion." 

-''Sheshouldgotojail.lfthe 
father helped he should be 
jailed. If he didn't, he 
should lake action, It's his 
child too." 

.,..,_ Slaughler: 

"I totally OPJX)Se it. She 
should seek counseling 
with parents. I feel like it's 
a lack of conununication 
and lack of support. If (her) 
parents didn't know, maybe 
the child's father didn't 
knO\Y. Some punishment 
should be adminisrered." 

• 

Slava-
"They should be pun• 
ished.lfyoukillsooieone 
you should get the dealh 
penalty." 

Mlchaelt,,Day: 
°'Af a law enforcement 
llll\JO!, I think Ibey should 
be prooecutOd .. adul!$ and 
evaluated veiy lle!Mly. If 
the liitberwes a partidpanl, 
heshouldbebrooghtupon 
charges as well. I am 
against abortion." 

MunayGetz: 
"I think it's wrong fur any
one to h"rm anybody. 
There should be other ways 
of soMng a difficult prob
lem that girl encountered." 

• 

... You shouldn't have sex if 
you don't want to have a 
baby or have protection. 
Being scared is not a rea

. son to kill a baby. My first 
child I had at 15, but I love 
all my kids. I wouldn't lake 
them back, maybe wait 
longer to have them." 

Is lhe smoking policy working? 
See Pagel 

Definition of family, Part 1 
See Page 4 

T1te 'lec11nology lhtlnlng Center, a Joint venture 1>1 COM and San Jacinto Collage South, _. Aug. 25. From left, 
Lanla Neugent, director of Work Force Development for COM, Danny Bacot, basic machine shop Instructor, and 
Lubert I.Ager, a consultant for San Jacinto South, retired from NASA, •1tow off the center. (Photo 111\1 Jim Higgins) 

COM, San Jae open tech center 
By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

The Technology Training Center, a joint cooperative ven
ture of College of the Mainland and San Jacinto College 
South, opened Aug. 25 at 100 East NASA Road 1, Suite 
110. COM and San Jacinto officials chose the locale because 

it is central to both campuses. 
The center was created becaltse of "a need we identified 

t9 train machinists," said La.nis Neugent, director of Work 
Force Development for COM. It offers shipyard welding 
and machine classes as continuing education courses for 
both colleges. The colleges plan to offer credit courses at 

See Technology Page 7 

[ New feature-events ealendar 
See Page 8 

October 
1998 

I 
TIPA Award-winner 

Local victims focus 
of TV crime show 
By SHALWN FLEMING 
Managing Editor 

America S Most Wanted came to College of the Main~ 
land Sunday, Sept. 27. 

Producers of the television program became inter
ested in the unsolved abductions and murders in 
Galveston County that dated back to 1971 and wanted 
to air a segment that might assist in solving some of 
these cases. 

Family members of victims gathered with represen
tatives of23 agencies involved with the cases includ
ing officers from Texas City, League City, Dickinson, 
Friendswood, La Marque and Tiki Island police de
partments. Representatives of the FBI, the Department 
of Public Safety and the Galveston County Sheriff's· 
Department also attended. 

Mark Young of the FBI spoke of the new technol
ogy and drita bases that are now available. He said, 
"Collectively with a'll the agencies, we might he able 
tO bring SCJmdhing to the lable to soln: the ca~~." 
Officials reported that 162 cases from as far back as 
1971 are being re-examined. Of those cases, only 28 
have been resolved. 

Galveston County Chief Deputy Gean Leonard said 
that "man's inhumanity to man" was the reason for 
the event. "Our purpose today is one of infonnation 
and sharing. We in law enforcement are still on the 
job, and we are still concerned," he told the audience. 

Tom Steyer, the Americas Most Wanted producer 
who coordinated the event, expressed his hopes that 
hy bringing the cases to a nationwide crowd, perhaps 
new evidence will be exposed. Galveston County Dis-

See Victims' Page 7 

Lisa Campbell chosen 
Employee of the Year 

Professor Alex Pratt adds acting dean to workload 

By SHALLON FLEMING 
Managing Editor 

Lisa Campbell didn't move as President Larry L 
Stanley announced she was Employee of the Year. 

"I was very surprised," said the College of the 
Mainland systems analyst. "I guess I hadn't thought 
about it." 

She was so surprised. in fact, that after the honor 
was announced, she just sat in her chair. President 
Stanley thought she wasn't at the convocation cer
emony and began to move on to other matters until 
Campbell finally approached him to accept her 
$1,000 check. 

She hasn't spent the award yet but has been get
ting plenty of advice from everyone. Some suggested 
she take a romantic getaway with her Qusband or buy 
some expensive jewelry. Her two sons--ages 12 and 
9-also have plenty of ideas, but at the moment 

See Computen Page 8 

,. 

• 

By SHALLON FLEMING 
Managing Editor 

Professor Alex Pratt stepped in as acting dean of student 
affairs at College of the Mainland this semester. President 
Larry L. Stanley asked him to do so after a dean search 
committee was unable to find a suitable replacement for 
the former dean of Instruction and Student Development, 
Dr. Donald G. Bass. 

The committee worked all summer after Dr. Bass an
nounced that he would not return as dean in the fall. Com
mittee volunteers pored over countless applications, inter
viewing some candidates and giving call backs to a few. 
But they could not decide on a replacement. 

So until they do, Dean Pratt has the job of keeping every
thing moving smoothly until a new dean can take the reins. 
But he doesn't want to change things too much for who
ever follows. 

Dean Pratt has taught at COM since 1970, and students 
may best know him for his Texas and U.S. history classes. 
For about five years he has bee.n the administrator for the 
weekend college and the satellite campuses at Friendswood 
and Clear Creek high schools . 

See New Page 7 
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Acting Dean Alex Pratt (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 
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What's Happening 

Jazz Combo presents free concert 

The COM Jazz Combo performs a free 1-hour concert Oct. 27 in Room F-117 of the Fine Arts Building, 
followed by a peformance by the COM Jazz Ensemble. COM music professor Sparky Koerner (far right) 
directs the Combo: (from left) Brandon Diaz on drums; Phillipe Bocco on piano; Stephen Lopez on bass 
guitar; Latosha West on altosaxophone; Chad Fontenot on guitar; Aaron Koerner on trumpet; Allen Oliver · 
on guitar (not shown); and Billy Cuchens on guitar. (Photo by Danlel M. Decker) 

Extra! Extra! Write all about itin InterCOM 
By SI'EVE PIFER 
Slaff Reporter 

Have you ever wanted to create something that would have 
an in.5tant audience? Have you ever wanted to accomplish a task 
that few would dare attempt? 

Then take the plurtge with a College of the Mainland joumaJ
ism class, COMM 1307, the begining journalism course, and 
become a staff reporter for the COM student newspaper, 
InterCOM. 

No previous newspaper experience is required to"enlist," just 
the intense longing to write. 

Besides the class. students also must register for the produc
tion lab, COMM 1129. Photographers and cmtoonists are wel
come to take just the lab if they wish to do so. 

Students with prior experience can take one of the advanced 
oourses. C.all InterCOM adviser, Astrid H. Lowery, for details. 

The beginning class meets Mondays and Wednesdays 9:30-
12:20 p.m. in the Leaming Resources Center, Room L-246. The 
advanced classes meet together Mondays and Wednesdays 11-
1 :50 p.m. also in Room 1.,.246, the newsroom. 

For more information call Lowery at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll
free (888) 258-8859, Ext 314. You may aJso e-mail her at 
aJowery@campus.mainland.cc.tx.us. 

Last day to withdraw without penalty Nov. 23 
The last day to withdraw from classes without penalty 

is Monday, Nov. 23. Any student wishing to drop a class 
must fill out a drop fonn in the Admissions Office.A grade 
of "W" will appear on the student's transcript instead of a 
letter grade. ' 

Only the student may withdraw himself or herself from 
a class; the instructor will not do it for a studeitt. Students 
failing to appear in class may receive an Fin the course. 
Merely not attending class doe.s not indicate to the in
structor that the student has dropped. 

.... 13 
OMC Pany@OJ p.m. in Student c.encc, 
TfwOddCa;pk@lilp.m'. 

....... 
11wUddCnupk@8p.m. 

No,. IS 
Tllt!OddCuupie@2:30 p.m. 

Nm.I, 
Flu.._@ IOU11,.·2 p.m. in SC 

No¥.17 
Mulli-OilluRl Lundi Fat@ 12:30 p.m. in SC 

-.II 
½--3 Ba&kaball Touniunent@2p.m.in gym 
OCICSpcm IAy@Annadillal.ar"5 in Pasadena 

Ntw.19 
Money Management Wort.shop: "How to Score a 
4.0"@ 12:30 p.m. in L,.131 

UpCOMing Events 
P'fK Foundcr·s Day Th,e Dedication@ I 2:30 p.m. 
11w Odd Ca,plt,@8 p.m. 

...... 
11w Odd Coupk@ 8 p.m. 

Ncw.21 

TexasTurlceyTmtf\JnRun/Walk@8:4.'!a.m. 

11w Odd Coopk (ii 8 p.m. 

""'·" l..il!lt pcrl'ormance of 11w Odd Couplt'@ 2:30 p.m. 

NodJ 
Lail day kldrup a cl¥,,; wilh I grlldeuf~W" 

""'·" Oukloor Oub trip ~ing"" the Rio Grande 
lhrough Nov. 29 

.... ,..,. 
Colk'F dascd for T?11nbgiving lk>li<.iays 

-· Spring ldq,honc regishtion (for IIUVisw stvdent,; 

ORiy) and early rcgi,Mllliun begin -· H:>lidaJ p¥1y fursludcn!s@ 12:30 p.m. in SC 
3..in-3 \l>lleyt..1Toumamcnt@6p.m.in gym 

Dec. II 
Lw dly for Spring klkphonc regmralion 

""'" Filst day of Hanukbh 
Com1111111iry Concen Band@II p.m. in F-117 

..,_., 
OOM Amigos0uis1ma.~ P.dny @12~10p.m.in L-2$2 
Jazz Ememble@S p.m. in F-\ 17 
Luanne Stiwalr~ art cxhihi~ Rhythm of1he Whru', 

d-

r 

• 

People Speak Out 
By RUSSELL, KINCHLOW, Stalf ltepw lei 
and RACHEL DELANOIX, Plmtognpller 

Horror movies are: filling theaters all over the 
couftll')'. In filmss11Ch as Screqm, I KMw What y.., 
Did Last Summer, Urban ugen,Js and Qride uJ 

. Chucky. dirwtors .sh.ow excessive vio!e.nce and 
g,apllic death seen ... N; a "'8Ult, lftterCOM posed 
a ques1ion about the 'IJ)Pfopriaten~ss of' violent 
sctncs and the it inffuenee·on societ:y.,We inquired: 
"Hl>W <I<> you f-eel about the idea tt,at viQleoq in 
th~tmovics desensitizes us to.death and wby?" 

DtenPhan: 
•1 don't thlnk ii desensi-o 
- ... ....,,.,. clecisici,s 
we make are mainly inlJU' 
encoo. by our peei,, ralher . 
than the movies." , 

llyanl'llor. . 
"ll does de ,sitiil,; if you 

. .... r/lQl>ie'about """"' 
lblngviQlelllQVCl'lllldover, 

it becomes """''""'· But 
!hero is a big -00 iO 

; moviesand..allifuc There 
' arenocomequeneesin~ 

m,,vies, just., real life!' ' 

COclTnJjllo: 
'1 dilnk that it's in the indi
vidual. If tltey have moral< 
it won't affect them. If 
they'n,an,undit,omuct,,it 

mieJtt.Yoohave!Olelllllem 
it's~"' 

JuonOflver: 
'1 think it doos influence 
somcpeople,bulnotevery
one. lt'sentertairunent, un-

1"" you'n, ~ !)S)'cll<,," 

'· 

-Knapp: 
"I reel it does-deseilSiiizl, 
death.'\besii!lltofeotiiill,, 
being vi<lli:ntly exposed 
"""'to the acceptallce of 
viQle,ic< and plawJ little 
vakteon Jife.'; 

JoeySl!wt 
"i don't trulll( It inlhrences 
J"Ol'le.lg,ewup~ 
,i,oyieslllo,that.andldon't 

i¥J "'°""" backingpeople 
up. If anyl,ody's tne$Siilg 
up iO the OOUll1ly it'• the 
Plesideill. Whyoltooldkids. 
actrigbtifhecan:t" · 

eour1ney-. 
~'Movies are.a form ofen
tmainment and should be 
just that. You can't blame 
lllOViesandOlbert'onnsof 
--forkidsl!P" 
il1g and killingpeople ... 

Trmsl8wl8, 
"I believe movies add to 
peoplewmmitting violent 
crimes, but lllO$t Qf ~ 
peqilewhooommitvio
lent crimes are crazy . .,_ 

, 

• 
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TIPA Award-winner 

A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

Police find man who allegedly harassed students 
By SHALLON FLEMING 
Managing Editor 

Several female students recently were accosted by a 
young white male while they were leaving College of the 
Mainland. 

In an Oct. 14 e-mail message sent to all college faculty, 
COM Police Officer Arbry Clifton said, "In the last 24-
36 hours, there have been four female students who have 
been approached by a male, attempting to have intimate 
contact with therIJ by hugging, kissing and blocking their 
attempt to leave." 

Local band wins big 
in Calif. competition 
By RACHEL DELANOIX 
Staff Reporter 

From within the darkness of !ID old two-story building 
on the comer of White Oak and Montrose in Houston 

- b lared a mixture of punk, big band and h.!1rdcore music 
simply known to most as ska. 

The house is Fitzgerald's, a nightclub on whose stage 
such musicians as Mudhoney, Tripping Daisy, Juliana 
Hatfield and Less than Jake have perfonned. The music 
resounding from inside the building is that of a lO-man 
group called Secret Agent 8, whose recent accomplish
ments put them on an equal plane with these musicians. 

The hand represented the Houston/Galveston area at 
the Ernie Ball (maker of guitar strings) International Battle 
of the Bands Semi-Finals in Long Beach, Calif., Nov. 8. 
Secret Agent 8 \riumphed. They placed first out of eight 
bands on Sunday the 8th and were the 8th band to per
fonn. "We're rollin' with the .eights," said trumpet player 
and COM student, Aaron Koerner. His father, Sparky 
Koerner, teaches music theory at COM and directs tjle 
college's Jazz Ensemble and Jazz Combo. 

After winning the Ernie Ball Battle of the Bands at the 
Abyss in Houston, the band qualified to perform in the 
Vans Warped Tour at the Astro Arena as well as compete 
in the semi-finals. They will advance to Los Angeles for 

See COM students Page 6 

COM art Instructor Mark Greenwalt 1how1 his students 
the realism In one of Luanne Stovall's paintings on 
dloptey In the COM gallery. (Photo by Rachel Delanolx) 

' 

COM officer E. W. "Butch" Carr said the young man 
was supposedly on campus trying to find employment 
through th-e college's job placement program. He is not 
a student !hough. 

Since that time, the suspect appeared at one of the 
complaintants workplace to apply for a joh. After he re
turned the completed employment application, the young 
woman called COM police officers and gave them the 
suspect's information f~om that document. 

The police then visited the young man's house and dis
covered he was under psychiatric evaluation. Several of 
the victims qad described him as mentally challenged. 

"His doctor had taken him off his medication to see what 
effect it would have on him," Carr said. "He{t'he doctor) 
found out real quick." 

Since then his doctor has plac.ed him back on medica
tion that should control his behavior. 

So far, all of the COM student'! have declined to press 
charges against the man due to his mental condition. 

Texas City police are cutrently investigating similar com
plaints against the suspect made by people at nearby Mall 
of the Mainland and Wal-Mart, according to Carr. 

Poli.cc would not rclea.,;e the suspect's name and none of 
the complaintants would comment. 

Members of Secret Agent a stand In front of a train engine bearing the name of their hometown of Texas City In 
the park at 12th Street and Palmer. Secret Agent 8 members are (In front) Chris Jensen, trombone; (mlddht row, 
from left) Benny Tamayo, drums; Jacob Gracia, ba11; Moses Cavazoa, percuulon and back.:.up vocals; Jeff 
Conti, trumpet; Kenny Dickman, guitar; (In back, from left) Will Frith, lead vocals; Zack Cayton, guitar; David 
Evans, trombone; and Aaron Koerner, trumpet. (Offlclal press release photo by Phil Cayton) 

Wheel reflects life rhythms, season cycles 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

The Rhythm of the Wheel, a collection of recent paint
ings by artist Luanne Stovall, opened Oct. 29 in the Col
lege of the Mainland Fine Arts Gallery. Stovall presented 
a slide lecture Nov. 11. The paintings may h.e viewed 
through Dec. 15. ' 

Stovall uses the presence of the wheel in her paintings 
to signify a cycle or a season. The wheel expresses the 
constant turning of the world or a shining light. Stoval l's 
paintings show human and plant life fonns, caught at 
one continuous point in time. 

"A portrayed moment could signal early morning, late 
afternoon, or dusk and speaks not only to lhe time of day 
but also the state of mind," Stovall's press release said. 

• 

• 

Stovall uses large pieces of canvas and linen to capture 
the full mood portrayed through her subject and its sur
roundings. She uses prominent colors to separate her sub
jects from her cool-colored backgrounds. Stovall blends 
bright colors into dark colors showing the life cycle, which 
blends from birth to death. 

Ruins, photographs by Steve and Cynthia Nussenblatt, 
will be the gallery's next exhibit. The collection will be on 
display fron Jan. 21 through Feb. 24. The artists will give 
a lecture on their work Jan. 21 at 7 p.m. 

Gallery hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays 12:30-5 p.m.; 
Wednesdays 10 a.m.-1 p.m.; and upon request, one hour 
prior to weekend performances of the COM Arena The
atre. 

For more infonnafion, call (409) 938-1211 or toll-free 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 348. 

• 
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Editorials/News 

COM Amigos members will be selling raffle tickets for $1 from now until Nov. 19. Ten turkeys will be raffled 
Nov. 19 and delivered to the homes of the winners on Nov. 20. COM Amigos are from left, front row, Veronica 
Berrones; Olda Perez, COM AmigOs adviser; and Sarah Berrones. From left, back row, Christina Ortiz, 
Belirida Billiot, Danny Ortega, Angel Morales, Erica Garza, Monica Du plan. Not pictured, advisers Tia Huggins · 
and Allee Whistler. For ticket Information call Perez at Ext. 298, Huggins at Ext. 353, or Whistler at Ext. 483. 
The COM numbers are (409) 938-1211 or toll-free (BBB) 258-8859. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Letter to the Editor 

Student speaks out against People Speak Out 
Editor's note: The following letter to the Editor is in 
response to the October "People Speak Out" feature 
which asked, "How do you feel about teen-age girls 
disposing of their newborn babies?" 

Editor, 
1 read your "People Speak Out" in the October 1998 

Int~rCOM and was distressed by the entire "article." 
There is no epidemic of infanticide sweeping the nation, 
just a few dozen cases which have been given a great 
deal of media attention. 

~Inter COM 
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Condemning another person's actions without know
ing the circumstances or the case demonstrates the bys- · 

· teria that the media incites. My impression from reading 
the opinions of these eight individuals is they have 
rushed to judgment and would have the IS-year-old put 
in jail for many years. Incidents of this type do not occur 
in a vacuum, and they are not issues that can be judged 
instantly as right or wrong, so why encourage people to 
think in that black/white, right/wrong, either/or mental
ity when most- human behavior occurs in shades of gray. 

College should help you learn to think, REASON, not 
condemn on hearsay. 

P.S. Infanticide exists in every culture and-has always 
been with us. It should be noted that women/fcmalcS arc 
usually asked to bear all or most of the burden or guilt. 

COM student Jane Weatherford 

We concede that the word epidemic was a bit strong. 
However, in a society where birth control is easy to 
obtain and abortion is available on demand, one 
incident of neonaticide ( a newborn murdered during the 
first days of its life) is one too many, whatever the 
circumstances. 

As ta the opinions of the eight people in the column, 
thanks to the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, 
they are as free to express their opinions as Weatherford 
ls to express hers. 

Letter to the Editor policy 
InterCOM welcomes all Letters to the Editor. Please 

make letters brier and to the point. All letters should in
clude a name and daytime telephone number for verifica
tion. 

We reserve the right to edit all letters for length, gram
mar, spelling and libelol!S content. Letters to the Editor 
will be printed on a space-available basis. 

' 

Public opinion wrong 
about life of reporter 

I recently went to a journalism conference in Corpus 
Christi to learn more about the world of news people. 
Students and advisers from community colleges across 
Texas joined to hear professionals speak about their 
jobs, and what we heard time and·time again is that you 
have to not be afraid to ask dumb questions because 
most people are not willing to volunteer what they 
know. 

Especially in the aftermath of Princess Diana's death 
over a year ago, society has come to hate journalists 
even more. 

A few months ago I got stuck in traffic caused by an 
accident. When I realized how many emergency vehicles 
were responding, I figured this wasn't just a minor 
fender-bender, so I asked the officer who was directing 
traffic what Was going on. l told him I was with a local 
newspaper, and he told me to park my truck and go ask 
the officers closer to the scene. 

Two little girls had been struck by a truck when the 
bicycle they both were riding swerved onto the road. 
And after I had spoken to police, as I walked back to my 
truck, someone passing by called me a bitch'. 

That person couldn't have known how my stomach 
churned when I saw the pink bicycle lying crumpled on 
the edge of the street. That person on! y saw a reporter 
leaving the scene of a wreck with a notepad in hand.,---~ 
What's really sad is the next day, that person probably 
read my story to find out the details of the accident. 

People can think what they want about reporters; we 
still serve a purpose to society. 

1 can live with being a reporter. lo fact, T can even take 
pride in my.work. So to those people who make a habit 
of calling journalists names, all I can say is that I'm glad 
1 found my niche, and I hope others are as happy with 
their own. 

Voter turnout up for 
student government 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the fylainland Student Government held 
officer election!. in the Student Center Sept.16. 

New officers are president, Rosalind Franklin; vice 
president, Sidney Winn; secretary, Theresa Boston; par
liamentarian, Tanisha Hicks; treasurer, Christina Ortiz~and 
COM Senate representatives, Christopher Nickerson, 
Diana Erwin and Brian Perkins. 

Last year 99 students voted; this year 104 voted. Stu
dent Government Adviser James Shippy said that most 
colleges with 20,(K)() students usually have Only 50 vot
ers, compar~d to COM's current enrollment of approxi
mately. 3,400 students. 

Student Government meeting dates for the rest of the 
semester are Nov. 12, Dec. 3 and Dec. IO during College 
Hour, 12:30-1:30 p.m., in the Administration Building, 
RoomA-148. 

The purpose of the Student Government is to review 
student issues and discuss the solutions. as well as ap
prove club funding, said Shippy, who also is associate 
dean for Student Services. 

For more information about Student Government, con
tact Shippy at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free at (888) 258-
8859 Ext. 413. 
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COM chemistry Professor Dr. Janet Hendrickson (center) leads students in an experiment on gas law during a 
summer chemistry lab. With her are students Melissa Ladd and Brian Alexander. (Photo by Elalne Rummel) 

Professor picks teaching over industry 
By SHALLON FLEMING 
Managing Editor 

If making slime out of glue and soap out of animal fat appeals 
to your sense.s, Dr. Janet Hendrickson's general chemistry class 
may be just the course for you. 

The professor-who will apply for tenure before the College 
of the Mainland Board of Trustees soo~lso teaches an inor
ganic chemistry class for non-science majors. "Organic chemis
try is not mttth intensive,·· she said. "Most students say organic ts 
harder. It depends on what you think is interesting." 
· Dr. Hendrickson didn't always plan on teaching how to make 

slime and soap. After graduating from the University of Colo
m.do in Boulder with a doctorate, she went to work in the Chemi
cal industty. Her first job in California lasted only eight days; 
then the company downsized. Next she found herself working 
at Du Pont in LaPorte, and before long she was teaching basic 
chemistry to lab technicians. "I found that more interesting than 
anything I was doing in my job," she said. "I really liked doing 
that, and that's why I started teaching full time." 

Secret Agent 8 
Continued from Page 6------------
SugarHill Recording Studios in Houston. The self-titled debut CD 
is avaliable on their independent label, 0)8 Records, and contains 
12 of the group's original compositions. 

Trumpet player JetIM. Conti said, "Recording at a professional 
studio really opened my eyes to the music industry." Of working 
with Grammy-nominated Dan Workman, who engineered 
and co-produced the project, he said, "His skill and ability to 
record was an amazing experience to witness." 

When he isn't singing for Secret Agent 8 and hearing young 
girls in the audience scream they love him, Will Frith takescla'iSeS 
at COM. He listed his reasons why people should buy the new 
CD: "One, to help the band. Two, it's actually pretty good. It's the 
one thing we've done that I've actually been really impressed 
with. Three, for their listening pleasure. It's got a good variety of 
different styles in it, so it's hard to get bored with it" 

Evans said the best thing about petfoming is the adrenaline 
rush. For Frith it's crowd reaction: 'The better the crowd reacts, 
the bettei I feel. We're out there to please the audience and if the 
audience is pleased then we've got our job done." 

Conti, who also is taking classes at COM, sums up his dreams 
for the future: "I hope Secret Agent 8 gets where we deserve to be. 
Where that ix>int'may be, I do not know. I am not asking or hoping 
for anything we do not deserve. I just want a fair chance." 

Since shifting gears in mid-career, Dr. H_endrickson has taught 
at Clear Brook High School and part time at San Jacinto Oil
lege. For the past three yems she has taught full time at COM. 

"My students are delightful," she said. And even though the 
,subject matter may be tough for some, they don't hold it against 
her. "I don't think they necessarily think I'm evil. They might 
see chemistry as evil, but they don't associate me with that." 

Dr. Hendrickson chose to work at COM because it allows her 
more time to teach. Compared to lllliversity profe&<;0rs who some
times teaeh-only-three hours -a week, the fonnat of a two-year 
college allows her more time with students. And although she 
would consider doing research in the future, she said, 'Toe bar
rier to it is having the access ~d equipment to do the research." 

Her students won't face that problem, however, because in 
the fall Dr. Hendrickson's lab is being equipped with computers. 
"The computers should make ii a Jot easier because it will give 
them time to spend thinking about and designing the experi
ment," she said. They also should ac;sist the student" in collect
ing data, which Dr. Hendrickson can tell you is an important part 
of any experiment. 

for ... teachers in 
Math and Scienc 
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and BE IN DE 

Call now! Spring 
information call 
Education advisi 

InterCOM, November 1998, Page 7 

Student Center focus 
of students' concerns 
Continued from Page 3 ------------

Dean Pope is investigating the problem and has sent so~eone 
from the mainteance crew to do patchwork on the pipes. The 
workmen later plan "to smoke the lines" to detect any leaks that 
may have been missed. 

Another concern was the need for a new or a rennovated Stu
dent Center. Studentsoonveyed their dislike for the existing setup 
saying they want a new TV and more games. 

"l don't koow that we will ever have a facility just called a 
Student Center," Dean Pratt responded. "I wonder if the pool 
room is worth having tctbegin with. Students need to be in class, 
and we have people in the room who don't even attend College 
of the Mainland." 

President Stanley explained the oollegefooked into rennovating 
the building severnl years ago, but the Board of Trustees would 
not back the $1.5 million endeavor. 

Another L<;sue brought up concerning the Studi;mt Center wa.c; 
the need for new chairs in the cafeteria area. Mitchell said, "The 
chairs (in the cafeteria area) need to be replaced because the legs 
are dangerously weak." Student,; cause this by leaning back in 
the chairs which eventually "just give out." Mitchell infonned 
the president and the deans that several people already have fallen 
out of the chairs. 

Once again, the smoking policy Was a topic of heated discus
sion. An angry student questioned why smoking was not per
mitte<.I on campus. "This is a ( COM) Board ( of Trustees) policy," 
President Stanley replied. "We just enforce it."The student ques
tioned him abollt lower enrollment due to the policy, and the 
presidcntrcsporided, '"lne Board anticipated this might happen." 

The student then cited an incident of a COM JX)lice officer 
being caught smoking in the Cosmetology Complex in 
APfXJmattox Square. Dean Pratt said he had spoken to the police 
team, and the officer thought the cosmetology building wa,;; not 
part of the main campus. Dean Pratt said this problem has been 
~rrect.ed, and signs have been posted at the building stating it 
also is a to.bacco-_.fr_cc..area..... _ ~ _ 

Another problem a student presented roncemed her not being 
able to graduate in the spring due to classes she signed up for thi~ 
semester being canceled at the last minute. None of the adminis
trators resIXJnded. Another student added that he was disturbed 
that some classes are offered only onc.e a year prohibiting stu
dents from graduating when they had previously planned. Dean 
Pratt responded, "Each team decides when classes are to be sched
uled." 

The next forum is scheduled for February during the spring 
semester. 

Other memberr. of Secret Agent 8 include: Kenny Dickman, 
lead guitar; Zack Cayton, rhythm guitar; Jacob Gracia, bass; 
Chris Jensen, trombone; Benny Tamayo, drums; and Moses 
Cavazos, percussion and back-up vocals. 

University of Houston Ii Clear Lake 
E-mail: education@cl.uh.edu • Website: www.cl.uh.edu/soe 
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Campus Life 

Taylor Bell (left), the first place 8-ball winner, stands 
with third place 8-ball winner Jim Dandy. Along with 
24 other COM students, they competed at the GCIC 
Sports Day at Lee College Oct 15. Saven other cola 
leges were represented. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM racks up wins 
at GCIC Sports Day 
By RUSSELL KINCHWW 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland student athletes came home win
nen; in several events at the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Con
ferena: Spon,;Day hosted by Lee College in Baytown Oct!5. 

Chuong Vu won first plao: in table tennis. and Tuylor Bell 
took first in 8-ball. Jim Bandy won third place in 8-ball, while 
Kevin Livingston won third in single's tennis. 

The COM basketball team won second place. Players were 
ThomasAllen, Ru.s.sell Kinchlow,Jeny &X!nier and Thurman 
Thomas. 

"'We were very proud of 1:1).e representation we had at Sports 
Day," said Maryann Urick. coordinator of Recreational Pro
grams and Student Activities. "'The only thing we didn't have 
representation in was racquetball. The student had a m.idtenn 
and couldn't reschedule." 

Twenty-six COM students participated. rompeting in ten
nis. basketball, softball, volleyball, table tennis and 8-ball 

GOC Sports Day· is held in the faU and spring semesten. 
with different colleges taking turns hosting the event. 

Colleges that participated in addition to C'OM and Lee were 
WhartooCoonty, North Harris County, Galveston, Bram;port, 
San Jacinto and Kingwood. 

Foundation scholarships deadline Nov. 30 
By DANIEL M. DECKER 
Slaff Photographer . 

The College of the Mainland Foundation is now offering five 
scholarships for the spring semester. The deadline to apply for 
these scholaooips is Monday, Nov. 30. 

These scholarships include AJpha Tau Pi Women's Scholar
ship, available to women only and valued at $250; GED: ''Jump 
Start" Scholarships for current year GED J'e<..;pients, valued at 
$250; the Upton and Gloria Lackey Memorial Scholaooip for 
Fine Arts, valued at $250 and available to a Dickinson High 

School graduate; the Joe Standley Scholan;hip, available to Crimi,
nal Justice majors and valued at $300; and the Kevin E. Wile.ox 
Memorial &holaiship, valued at $250 and available to physi
cally handiaiwecJ applicant,;. 

All of the scholarships offer only one award per semester ex. 
cept for the GED: "Jump Start'' Scholarship, which offers seven 
awards. 

For more infonnation and applications, visit the Resource 
Development Office in the Administration Building, Room A· 
159, or call (409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Exl. 
508. 

Needs competes in triathlon for 40th birthday 
By RACHEL DEIANOIX 
Slaff Reporter 

What is the stereotypical idea of a suitable birthday gift for a 
woman turning 40? A nice set of towels, dishes, or perhaps even 
a blender? Maybe something for the garden? Or maybe a ro

mantic bottle of perfume? 
On Oct. 24,just three months after her 40th birthday, College 

of the Mainland physictl education instructor Debbie Needs 
swam 2.4 miles., rode a bicycle 112 miles. and ran 2.6.2 miles in 
the Great Aciridian Triathlon in Oermont, Fla., all in one day. It 
took her 15 hours and 45 minutes. coming in 11th for her age 
group. 

"It was my 40th birthday present to myself," Needs said. She 
trained seriously for eight weeks before the triathlon, but had 
, been building up her strength since January. She has been in· 
volved in a local club called the Bay Area Triathletes for 10 
year.s.. Six people from the club attended the competition in 
Florida. Some of Needs' family came down from PeJU1Sylvania 
to support her in the race. 

The event, which took place at lake Minneola, had 1,200 
participants. Needs entered the Iron Man category, which refers 
to the distances she had to cover. The participanl'i had to abide 
by strict time limits. The race started at 7:30 a.m. with the swim. 
The run had to be finished by I a.m. 

For the night portion of the t'ace, the participants were given 
glowsticks to carry as they ran three times around the lake. "All 
you saw were the glowsticks running in the dark," Needs said. 
"It wa'i beautiful." 

She completed the Iron Man at 11:30 p.m., and that night 
"slept like a log." Needs has been an adjunct instructor at COM 

COM P.E. Instructor Debbie Needs recently competed 
In the Great Floridian Triathlon In Clermont, Fla. She came 
In 11th for her age group. (Photo by Rachel Delanoix) 

since 1989, teaching Health and Fitness, and Weight Reduction 
and Maintenance. 

"I just thought I'd like to do something bigger for my birth
day," Needs said of her participatio~ in the triathlon. 
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Theater season kicks 
off with great success 
By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Arena Theatre has just begu.n its 
1998-1999 theater season. One Flew Over the Cuckoo Nest was 
the fust play. 

The second play in the line-up, The Odd Couple, by Neil 
Simon, is a comedy in which Felix Unger, recently separated 
from his wife, and Oscar Madison divorced for several months, 
wind up as roommates in the same New Yor~ apartment. Since 
the two are diametrically opposite in personality, their living ar
rangement soon comes to a head. This hilariously funny com
edy runs throogh Nov. 22. 

All My Sons, by Arthur Miller, set in 1948 is about Joe KeUer, 
a manufacturer of defective airplane ~ He has been cleared 
of all charges., but his partner is serving a jail tenn. ''The play 
~ wilh the aftennalh," said Marl<Adams, director of the Arena 

. Theatre. The play is set to run Jan. 21 through Feb. 14. 
· Bedroom Farce, by English playwright Alan Ayckbourn, Ls a 
comedy in which three merry couples live near an argumenative 
one. "A fourth couple is in the throes of an argument and in
vades each bedroom,'' Adams said. Bedroom Farce runs April 8 
through May 2 All auditions are held in the Arena Theatre and 
the times always are Sundays 1:30 p.m., and all other days 7 
p.m. Audition dates for Farce are Sunday, Jan. 24 and Monday, 
Jan. 25. 

A Southwest Premiere is "a show that's never been done be
fore," Adams said "We do it before the Alley (Theatre)." It will 
run June 3 through June 27. Tryouts are Saturday, March 28, and 
Sunday, March 29. 

Jerry Herman's Mame is a musical oomedy about "10-yea; 
old Patrick Dennis, who is put into the care of unconventional, 
flamboyant Auntie Mame in 1920s," Adams said. The show 

features the songs: ''Open a New Window,'.' "We Need a Little 
Christmas,'"'llaoom Buddy" and "lfHe Walked Imo My Life." 
The musical will be staged at the Arena Theatre. For the past five 
years musical'i were perfonned at University of Houston-Clear 
Lake. Mame is scheduled to run July 29 to Aug. 29. Audition'i 
are Saturday, May 2, Su.nday, May 3. and Monday, May 4. 

For more information, call the theater at (409) 938-1211 or 

toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext 345. 

COM students play 
in winning ska band 
Continued from Page 1·--------

the finals in late January. The winnenvill go to Europe for 
a 2--city tour and world-wide competition. 

"I don't think sua:es.'i will change the band," Koerner 
said. "We've had various stages of success so far and the 
music ha'in 't changed. A,;; we've been growing as musi
cians, our style has changed a bit to accommodate. H's 
changing me in that I have to practice more to take up the 
slack." 

The group originated in Texas City in February I 996 
with only four members, but soon collected friends and 
fellow musicians to grow into a 10-piece ensemble. Trom
bone player, D-.tvid Evans, who plays in the COM Jazz 
Ensemble, said, "1 was actuaHy the lead singer's boss and 
he encour.iged me to attend a prat1ice. I"ve been with the 
group right at a year now." 

They came up with their name at c.amelot Music in 
Mall of lhe Mainland. They had already decided lhey liked 
the idea of a secret agent or spy, when they pas.500 a box 
of Alfred Hitchcock movies. It was a compilation of sev, 
eral videos and the eighth video in the box was the movie 
Secret Agent. From that came the name Secret Agent 8. 

Two of their original songs, "Dance The Night Away" 
and "Beer's OK," are featured on the ska music compila· 
tion CD Texas Ska Volume 1 by Pinche Flojo Records. 
They recorded their first full-length album in fuly at 

See Secret Page 7 
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Registration changes 
• may improve process 

By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

Remember waking up early for the College of the Main
land fall registration only to be stuck in long lines in the 
Administration Building? Remember waiting in that long 
line only to be told to come back after 5 p.m. because you 
forgot to turn in one lousy fonn? These troubles occured 
because of the new TASP Jaw, saiO acting Registrar Bill 
Peace. Because the Admissions.Office had to verify that 
everyone had taken either the TASP or fullfilled exemp
tion requirements, registr.ation was sjow and tedioU:s. 

Spring registration is right around the comer and the 
Admissions Office has made a few adjustments. A new, 
easier-to-read information sheet has been created. This 
gives advisers a better understanding of who needs to take 
the TASP. The information sheet will also give students 
better advice in picking their courses. A committee of ad
missions staff, faculty and advisers is currently focusing 
on .how to make registration more efficient. 

Approximately 3,328 students enrolled for the fall se
mester, with only 830 of the returning students register
ing by telephone. 

Since telephone registration can't handle all students, 
there will be an early registration. Both begin Dec. 1. 

Only returning students may register by telephone. To 
register call the registration hotline at ( 409) 935-8900. 
After dialing, follow the procedure listed in the spring 
semester catalog. Catalogs will be mailed out during the 
Thanksgiving holidays. · 

To prevent new students from slowing down registra
tion, they have until pee. 11 to submit their applications. 
If they do not meet the deadline, they will have to wait 
until late registration to sign up for courses. 

For new.students concerned about taking the TASP test, 
a practice test will be available on-line iri November. The 
web site at www.tasp.nesinc.com, features test directions, 
a practice test, an answer key and a skill evaluation chart. 

For more information about registration and the TASP 
practice test, contact Bill Peace at (409) 938-1211, or toll· 
free at (888) 258-8859, Ext. 263. 

College closures available 
from switchboard, media 
By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

If College of the Mainland caught fire and be
came a raging inferno, how would students know 
not to come to school? 

Information concerning school closure is avail· 
able from the COM switchboard, said Jim Higgins, 
director of Public Information. 

lf a major event could jeopardize the safety and 
lives of those using the campus, President Larry L. 
Stanley makes the executive decision to close, 
Higgins said. The switchboard operator is "notified 
by the president's office." 

Students can also listen to the following radio sta
tions: KTRH 740-AM, KRBE 104.1,FM, KPRC 
950-AM, KIKK 95.7-FM and 650-AM, KILT 100-
FM and 610-AM. KTRH gets the information firsl. 
The Houston-area television stations Channel 2, 
Channel 11 and Channel 13 also offer updates. 

The COM police emergency extension, 599, is 
always open, 24 hours a day. 

At the beginning of this semester, the college was 
forced to close twice. First, when Tropical Storm 
Frances caused severe flooding in the Houston
Galveston area Sept.10 and 11. The college closed 
at 3 p.m. on Sept. 10 and remained closed Sept. 11. 
Then on Sept. 14, a water main broke on campus 
and the college closed that day at 3 p.m. and re
mained closed until noon the next day. 
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Alex Pratt (center), acting dean of Instruction and Student Development, responds to a question from SAB 
member Ed MIiier (back to camera) as President Larry L. Stantey (far left); Dr. Henry Pope (far right), dean 
of Collega and Financial Services; and 1tud1nt Mell1N Olgden look on. {Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Administrators respond to concerns at forum 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Assistant Editor 

More than 50 students attended the Student Activi
ties Board-sponsored Student Concerns Forum to bring 
several disturbing issues before members of the Col
lege of the Mainland administration. The forum was 
held in the Student Center Nov. 5, and President Larry 
L. Stanley; Dr. Henry Pope, dean of College and Fi
nancial Services; and Alex Pratt, acting dean of In
struction and Student_ Development, took questions 

from students at the ,prcwam. 
Student Center Coordinator Beverly Mitchell told the 

administrators that tire Student Cooter has had a meth
ane (sewer) gas leak for several months. Mitchell de
scribed the leak's severity: "Some people have gone 
home sick from work because of it. We even shut down 
the pool room because it was so bad." She said there 
was even a gBs leak early on the morning of the forum. 
A contractor has come out to look at the problem and 
believes the building's pipes are to blame, Mitchell said. 

See Studeq.t Page 7 

This might sting a little;-it's flu shot time again 
By RACHEL DELANOIX 
Staff Reporter 

The Galveston County Health District estimates that 
thousands of people die each year from influenza.related 
illnesses. Therefore, people must choose the lesser of two 
evils. They must decide which is greater: the suffering 
caused by influenza, or the stinging pain of a vaccination 
designed to protect against it. 

The Galveston Health District reports, "Influenza is 
most common in the U.S. from December to April, so it 
is best to get the vaccine between September and mid
November." 

Flu shots will be administered by Galveston County 
Health District at the Student Center on Monday, Nov. 
16 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Those who are Medicare·eli
gible will receive their shots at no cost. For all others 
there will be a fee of $5 per shot. Everyone is welcome. 
For more information contact RSVP at (409) !'38-1211 
or toll-free (888) 258·8859, Ext. 298 or 372. 

A recent American Lung Association press release re, 
ports: "Most people experience little or no reaction to the 
vaccine. However, one in four people might have a swol· 
Jen, red, tender area where the shot was delivered." 

For those whose fear o{ needles is enough to keep them 
from an annual vaccination, Dr. Charles Bryan, Texas 
Thoracic Society President at the University of Texas 
Health Science Center in San Antonio, says in the report 
that soon there may be new ways of getting the annual 
flu immunization, such as inhalers or pills. He adds, "An 
influenza vaccination is about 70 percent effective in pre
venting influenza and reducing its severity, and it's safe." 

For some people, the needle is not what worries them 
so much as the fear of developing flu from the injection. 

• 

However, the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
and the National Immunization Program agree, the viruses 
in the vaccine are killed. Therefore, it is not possible to 
contract influenza from the vaccine. 

The Galveston County Health District reports small risks 
associated with the vaccine, but most people who get the 
vaccine suffer no serious problems. 

Mild or moderate problems, which can last up to two 
days, may include fever and aches. A severe allergic reac
tion could include hives, difficulty in breathing or shock. 
If a problem should arise, contact a doctor immediately. 

Cosmetology students attend 
vocational club conference 

Five members of.the College of the Mainland Cos, 
metology Vocational Industrial Club of America 
Chapter attended the District 8 and 9 Fall Leader
ship Conference Oct. 31. 

The conference, held at Nimitz High School in 
Humble, provides leadership training in areas such 
as parliamentary procedure, opening and closing 
ceremony, and sakty awareness. 

The students who attended and received an award 
for displaying development of leadership skills were 
Linda Aguilar, Tina Castro, Amanda Hersey, Aishq. 
Jones and Demitrias King. They are concurrently 
enrolled in COM as well as in either Hitchcock or 
Santa Fe high schools. COM cosmetology profes
sor, Ellen Johnson, accompanied the students. 
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Male/female cancer sennnars 
t;onege. o1 u,e 1¢tu!ian<1 l10$Ie<t • canrer ~w- prog,wn tocusmg on !t8tlCUlar and 

br<aSl'oanc:<r:();:t, Zl. OtccJ;:Jt Out ""'8 o,ganized by ltadassah, an mgaru,.ation of 385,(XX) 
.Anlel'iaul women, and presented by !he llnh/etsity ofTuxas M<diau Bnmch., Ga1-in 
COlljw,ction. wilh lhe Amel'iaul Cana,, Society. Tue semjnan; were simultaneously held in 
,eparate locations as lhe _., seminar addres,ed leStirularcancer and lhewpmen\ ~ · 
<anc<l\TueAm<rkmlCancerSoaetya1nbe~at(800)ACS-234S.,,atwww.cancer.-0rg. 

c:f:t;:.: 

Testicular cancer easily detectable 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

Of the approximately 1,600 men who are diagnosed with testicul<I' cancer each year, 150 die. 
Testicular cancer is the leading cause of cancer-related deaths in men ages 15 to 40, the time during 
which they are most vunerable to the disease. · 

Dr. Michael Warren, chief of Division of Urology at the University of Toxas Medical Branch at 
Galveston. and Allen Lizza, a testicular cancer survivor, spoke about Ire di.sease at the Oleck It Out 
program for males Oct. 21 in the College of the Mainland TechnicaWocational Building. 

Symptoms of testicular canoor are easily detectable in men. Siz& and shape abnormalities of the 
testicles are the most prominent symptoms. Pain, inflammation and heaviness of the testicles are other 
common symptoms. An-excretion of flu.id from the penis can also be a symptom of testicular cancer. 
Although all men are at risk for testicular cancer, men born with an undesrended testicle (still in the 
abdomen) have more of a chance to develop the cancer because the undescended testicle is undevel~ 
oped and the warmer temperature in the abdomen may have adverse effects on it 

From left Joyce 
Singleton, 
cancer 
survivor; Dr. 
Marilyn Marx, 
UTMB 
professor; Dr. 
Cathy 
VanHook, 
UTMB 
professor; and 
Joyce 
Yarborough, 
cancer 
survivor, talk 
about the 
disease. (Photo 
by Rachel 
Delanoix) 

All women at risk for breast cancer 
By RACHEL DEIANOIX 
Staff Reporter 

"Forty-fourthousandwomen die from cancer each year," said Dr. Cathy VanHook of the University of Texas 
Medical Branch at Galveston. 

Kim Wines, 17, and her 6-month-old son, Byron Alexander, are all smiles. A Dickinsori High School Cum Laude, 
National Honor Society graduate, Kim completed high school one year early, despite the added difficulties and 
pressures of being a teen-age mother, coupled with her health problems and the baby's at his birth. She is 
studying nursing and psychology at COM. (Photo by Rachel Delanoix) 

In order to di<;COVer te.-.ticular cancer during an earlier and more treatable phase, lli .. Warren insists 
on daily self-examinations. The American Cancer Society advises men to examine themselves after a 

wann bath or shower. To do the exam, gently roll each testicle between the thumb and forefinger 
feeling for hard lumps or bumps. This is an easy, painless procedure that all men should follow. If a 
lump is found, immediately consult a doctor. The doctor will then proreed to take urine, blood and 
tissue samples. 

· '"The word cancer comes from the word 'crnb'," said Dr. Vanl-look. assistant professor of the Department of 
General Obstetrics and Gynecology. The tumor spreads out in a crab shape with tentacles reaching out in all 
directions. 

"My name is Joyce Singleton and I am a brea<;t cancer survivor," said the registered. nurse, who works at 
Union Carbide, as she stood before the audience of women in the 0:illege of the Mainland Leaming Resources 
Auditorium, Oct. 21. Teen-age mom stands by decision When testicular cancer is found and successfully treated, the reproductive system suffers very few 

side effects. The infected testicle is always removed bccau")e the chances of taking a biopsy and 
spreading the tumor outweigh the odd<; of successfully removing the tumor from the testicle, Dr. 
Warren said. As a result, only half the normal amount of spenn is created which is still more than 
enough for reproduction. 

"I really didn't think I'd survive.," Singleton's sentence hung in the air as she caught her breath to continue. A 
reverent stillness followed her solenm words. "Being happy to be a survivor, J take that happine..o;;.-. every day." 
Singleton had gone for a routine mammogram and was infonned that she had a cancerous lump in her b!"east. 
"All in one afternoon my life did a 360-dcgree tum," she said. Fortunately, Singleton had prncticed breast self~ 
examination, and the lump was very small, abollt the size of a dime. 

By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

In the last is.we of lnterCOM, the People Speak Out question 
dealt with young girls disposing of their newborn babies. Kim 
Wines, a 17-y&r-old student at College of the Mainland, was not 
available for questioning at the time, but ha,; a strong~ on the 
issue since she had a baby during high school. 

"I oon understand the fear, but I don't understand the excuses,'' 
Kim said. "A crime is a crime. It does not matter why you did it, 
it is still wrong." • 

Kim believes that young mothers who kill their babies should 
be forced to seek counseling; however, counseling should·not 
replace their punishment. Faced with the challenges of being a 
teen-age mother, the option of aborting or abandoning the baby 
never crossed Kim's mind. "I knew deep down that it wa.<; wrong 
to kill a kid." Kim said. "No matter how scared you arc, it doesn't 
excuse your actions." 

Kim, a nursing major at OOM, is a DickiTL<;0n High School 
Cum Laude, National Honor Society graduate whose goal to 
graduate at the end of her junior year was disrupted by her prcg· 
nancy. She did achieve her goal despite many obstacles. 

Jn fall 1997, Kim (Schuster at the time) discovered that she 
was pregnant. Her boyfriend Josh Wines then decided to jug,gle · 
his high school classes and acting, with a job that eventually led 
to two jobs. Kim on the other hand had to deal with motTling 
sicknes.s, her intense schedule that would allow her to graduate 
early, significant physical and emotional changes, and critic~ 
from peers and teachers. 

"I didn't have much support from my family and friends." 
Kim said. "I was asked by people close to me if I was going to 
have an abortion, but lam completely pro-life. I don't believe 
there is any ex.cuse for murder." 

During her pregnancy, Kim also had to deal with sever.al health 
problems. "I was in the hospital for asthma, food poisoning and 
kidney stones." Kim's health problems forced her to~ many 
days of school which jeopardized her chances of receiving credit 
for her cl~ credits she needed to grnduate early. · 

ercd Kim's baby had kidney problems. Kim was then sent to 
University of Texas Medical Branch at Glllvestol1 to enhance 
labor. "It was diffirult to deal with emotionally," she said. But 
that was just the beginning. 

'They used a drug called Ptossin through an IV to induce 
amtractions. They broke my water at the same time." 1be level 
of her amniotic fluid was dangerously low which neces..5itated 
speeding up the birth. 

''I was in major pain, so 1 called for an epidural."Thedoctors 
tried to numb the area where the needle wa.5 injected with Lidicain 
but it failed to work. To add to her pain, the epidural also was 
ineffective, forcing her lo endure the full force of labor pains. 

After his birth, Byron underwent several medical tests for the 
next three days. The doctors found an inflamed cyst on Byron's 
ureter which blocked urine from passing out of his lxx:ly. His left 
kidney had tobe removed because, had the cyst ruptured, it could 
have ca\L"ied a life-threittening infection. Byron, who is now· 6 
months old, is a healthy baby. 

"After the baby was born, I didn't know how I 

After the operation the doctor can place a prosthetic testicle to make the patient's physical appear· 
ance nonnal The patient experiences no IC& of sexual sensation, Lizza aid. Dr. Warren said some
times the loss of testosterone, which is created by the testicle, can affect the man's ability to have an · 
erection, but this can be solved with testosterone supplements. 

Liiza related his struggle with cancer to a nearly full horn;e of attentive students. In 1986, Lizza was 
a nurse who often dealt with hernias and testirular cancer patients. In his spare time, he enjoyed 
surfing. As a ltllrfer, he tended to wear spandex shorts which is how he first noticed an abnormality of 
his testicles. After a self-examination, Lizz.a discovered a lump. He oomulted a doctor who believed 
the lump to be a lymph node abnormality. This is a common hut impossible diagnosis because the 
testicles do not have any lymph nodes, he said. After reading many books about the cancer, he be
lieved he had testicular c.ancer. He immediately scheduled an app::,inment. Upon the examination of 
a tissue sample, the lump was declared malignant, or cancerous, and surgery was scheduled. 

Lizz.a 's surgery along with radiation treatment was a success.Although he lost the testicle, he is still 
alive. "It is very important that they (men) pay attention to· their txxlies and the signal they receive 
from their bodies," Llzza said. "I wa.<; in the best shape of my life." 

. Carol YfilOOroogh, another SUIVivor of breast cancer, who also spoke to the group. "I am one of the people 
who did not practice self-breast examination on a regular basis," she told the audience. "I felt like 1 was safe." 
She said that 75 percent of women who get bre:IStcancer have no risk factors. ''Don't think you 're immune," she 
warned. "In my heart I know I would've caught it earlier if I'd been doing breast self.:examination. As it was, I 
caught it in a dream." Yarborough told·hoW she actually dreamed that she found a tumor in her breast, and when 
she woke up, her hand was on the lump. · 

Through chemotherapy treatment, she lu<it all her hair. "But I still had to shave my frickin' leg:;," she said. 
Over time, her hair grew back and the cancer subsided. 

So, how does a woman continue living with the knowledge that a deadly disease is growing inside her like 
this and may be spreading to an incurable degree? 

"I called people I knew that were breast cancer su"rvivors," Singleton. said. "It wa,; just a matter of learning 
what was going on with me so I could cope. If you're a woman, you're at risk for breast cancer period. Early 
diagnosis means a better survival Having breast cancer doesn't mean your life is over. Leaming about the 
disease is the best way to fight it." 

would support it, pay for college and keep my mar
riage working." Kirn said. "My social life was com
pletely over." Cleavers don't represent modem family 

New COM Spanish course 
offered to native speakers 

A new Spanish course will be offered for the 
spring semester. 

In order to provide for his family, Josh joined the 
Army in September and is stationed at Fort Knox, 
Ky., for boot camp. HewillrctumDec.18forOrrist
mas leave after being separated from hi<; family for 
more than three months. lben on Jan. 3 he will re
turn to complete boot camp, finishing up the last two 
week.5. After that he will be stationed in either Ger
many or-Fort HOOO. 

ByAMYK.PATIACH 
ASSHantEditor 

Editor's Note: This is the second part in a three-part series on families. Part 
1 defined family. This pan will compare the tradiliolu,I American family of 
the 1950s with today S American family. Part 3 will examine the influence of 
television on today S American family. 

When you think of any 1950s family, which one pops into your mind? For 
many it's Ozzie and Harriet or the Oea.vers. Ward, June, Wally and the Beav 
epitomized the definition of the traditional American family. 

blended members, homosexual families, divorced parents with children or 
never·married parents with children. 

Studies show families are Changing. A 1996 study states the number of 
men, as well a5 the number of women, maintaining their families with no 
spouse present has more than doubled since 1970. Marriage says, "Today, the 
child is just as likely tO be living with a divorced parent as with a never
married parent." 

Another difference in tcxiay'sAmcrican family is the role of the parents and 
children. The wife is not necessarily just a homemaker or mother. In most 
families the wife also is a career woman. The husband is not just the bread
winner but now takes a more active role in parenting. Today many men stay at 
home and work to take care of their children while their wives pursue careers 
or more education. 

SPAN 2313, Spanish for Native Speakers, is a 3 
hour credit class designed for those who speak Span
ish but do not read or write it well. 
- Composition, literature and grammar will be 
emphasized in this intermediate level course. 

This class may be of interest to people who were 
born and raised in Hispanic countries or Hispanic 
communities in the United States. 

Spanish Professor Tia Huggins will teach the new 
course. She also will teach two beginning Spanish 
courses, one in the morning and one in the evening, 
as well as a second seinester Spanish course. For 
more information, call Huggins at (409) 938-1211 
or toll-free (888) 258-8858, Ext. 353. 

InterCOM, November 1998, Page 5 

Teacher encourages 
students to use lab 
ByRODDRICKJOHNSON 
Staff Reporter 

Catherine Moran is in her second yearteachingat O:il
lege of the Mainland. She is an assistant professor of 
developmental studies and teaches DEVR 0370, a de
velopmental reading courre, She also is in chmgeof non
course remediation for reading and writing, and she 
manage.<; the developmental reading and writing lab, 
which is locate.d in the Leaming Resources Center. 

The COM Board of Trustees granted Moran a full 
teaching position at their regular meeting Nov. 2. Moran 
said of her colleagues, "Everyone here has be.en friendly 
and helpful." 

Of the lab Moran said: "I wish.that everyone knew 
about our lab. We have gocxl hours." The lab is in Room 
L-248, and any student may use it to type papers. "Stu
dents usually can find an open computer where JXX)ple 
can type their papers," Moran said. Lab hoursare8 a.m. 
to9:20p.m. Mondays through Thursdays, Fridays 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.; and Saturdays 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Before coming to COM Moran taught at Santa Fe 
High Sd100J and Pearland Junior High School She has 
also taught in Michigan and California. Moran, who 
started teaching in 1973, is in her 13th year of teaching. 

Mornn grew up in Springfield, ill. She graduated from 
the University of Missouri in Columbia with a bachelor's 
degree and holds a master's degree from California State 
University in Chico. 

Mo~, who likes to read and go to football game.5,. 
has two sons and a daughter. Her husband, Tom, works 
for Solutia in Chocolate Bayou. They have lived in this 
area for eight years. 

Catherine Moran assists Amber Morse, who is 
working on the Learning Plus Software In the 
developmental reading and writing lab, located 
On the second floor of the Leaming Resources 
Center. (Photo by Rachel D~lanolx) 

Kim married her boyfriend Josh on May 3 of this year at the 
age of 16; Josh wa.<; 17. "On May 4, he turned 18. On May 5, I 
turned 17 and on May 9, I had the baby," Kim recollected. 

Although this la5t year has been extremely chal
lenging for Kim, she does not regret having her baby. 
Shed id achieve her goal of graduating early and was 
fortunate to walk across the stage to receive her di
ploma along wilh her h1Lshand and her I 8.-year-old 
sister. Kim and her husband live with her mother, 
brother and sister. She is a full-time college student, 
and both she and Byron rely on Josh's Anny pay for 
living expenses. Also, she now has the support of 
her family and friend, 

The Oeavers Were. a middle..cla.~ nuclear family~o pafents and two 
children-with June's primary role as' wife and mother, and Ward's role as 
husband and breadwinner. A great many families idealized the Cleavers. They 
we~ the measuring stick of nonnal ity. But The Marriage and Family Experi
ence, 7th edition, by Bryan Strong. Christine De Vault and Barbara W. Sayad, 
says this family exists more in the imagination than in reality. "It is the nuclear 
family wrapped up in nao.talgia and inequality," Marriage explains. In reality, 
the traditional American family of the 1950s existed only in 1V Land. 

The role of children also i<; changing. Children are asked to take on more 
responsibilities today. Many adolescents have jobs at an earlier age, and in 
some cases work to suppon their parents and families. 

Families mold and remold themselves over time. The changes are due to 
economic strains and the progre&5ion of time. But one thing wiJI always re
main constant-its function. Regardless of how much we change or the way 
we define a family, it will always teach and develop human being.5 across the 

Great American Smokeout encourages smokers to quit 
On the Friday, the day before the birth of her son, Byron 

Alexander, Kim had a doctor's appoinment. The doctor informed 
her that she had gone into labor the night before, so he performed 
an ultrasound. As a result of the ultrasoW1d, the doctor discov. 

• 

''Everybcxly loves him (Byron)," Kim said. Her 
friends and family all enjoy playing with the baby. 

"I believe everything happens for the good. You 
may not realize it during the hardship. You've got lo 
trust God because he knows what's best." 

Today'sAmerican family is quite different from the Cleavers. Today's fam
ily cannot be defined in just a few words because it is full of complexity. The 
makeup of theAmt:rican family of today can be a nuclear family, a family of 

' 
• 

life span. • 

,. 

• 

The American Cancer Society is encouraging smokers to 
quit smoking Nov. 19, the Great American Smokeout. The 
Smokeout has been held annually since 1 m. 

cancer Society literature states, "Each year, more 
American's try to quit smoking on the day of the GreatAmeri-

• 

can Smokcout than any other day of the year." 
The Cancer Society says, "If you can quit for one day, 

you're that much closer to quitting for good.!' 
The American Cancer Society can be contacted at (8lXJ) 

ACS-2345 or at www.cancer.org. 
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Campus Life 

Taylor Bell (left), the first place 8-ball winner, stands 
with third place 8-ball winner Jim Dandy. Along with 
24 other COM students, they competed at the GCIC 
Sports Day at Lee College Oct 15. Saven other cola 
leges were represented. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM racks up wins 
at GCIC Sports Day 
By RUSSELL KINCHWW 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland student athletes came home win
nen; in several events at the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Con
ferena: Spon,;Day hosted by Lee College in Baytown Oct!5. 

Chuong Vu won first plao: in table tennis. and Tuylor Bell 
took first in 8-ball. Jim Bandy won third place in 8-ball, while 
Kevin Livingston won third in single's tennis. 

The COM basketball team won second place. Players were 
ThomasAllen, Ru.s.sell Kinchlow,Jeny &X!nier and Thurman 
Thomas. 

"'We were very proud of 1:1).e representation we had at Sports 
Day," said Maryann Urick. coordinator of Recreational Pro
grams and Student Activities. "'The only thing we didn't have 
representation in was racquetball. The student had a m.idtenn 
and couldn't reschedule." 

Twenty-six COM students participated. rompeting in ten
nis. basketball, softball, volleyball, table tennis and 8-ball 

GOC Sports Day· is held in the faU and spring semesten. 
with different colleges taking turns hosting the event. 

Colleges that participated in addition to C'OM and Lee were 
WhartooCoonty, North Harris County, Galveston, Bram;port, 
San Jacinto and Kingwood. 

Foundation scholarships deadline Nov. 30 
By DANIEL M. DECKER 
Slaff Photographer . 

The College of the Mainland Foundation is now offering five 
scholarships for the spring semester. The deadline to apply for 
these scholaooips is Monday, Nov. 30. 

These scholarships include AJpha Tau Pi Women's Scholar
ship, available to women only and valued at $250; GED: ''Jump 
Start" Scholarships for current year GED J'e<..;pients, valued at 
$250; the Upton and Gloria Lackey Memorial Scholaooip for 
Fine Arts, valued at $250 and available to a Dickinson High 

School graduate; the Joe Standley Scholan;hip, available to Crimi,
nal Justice majors and valued at $300; and the Kevin E. Wile.ox 
Memorial &holaiship, valued at $250 and available to physi
cally handiaiwecJ applicant,;. 

All of the scholarships offer only one award per semester ex. 
cept for the GED: "Jump Start'' Scholarship, which offers seven 
awards. 

For more infonnation and applications, visit the Resource 
Development Office in the Administration Building, Room A· 
159, or call (409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Exl. 
508. 

Needs competes in triathlon for 40th birthday 
By RACHEL DEIANOIX 
Slaff Reporter 

What is the stereotypical idea of a suitable birthday gift for a 
woman turning 40? A nice set of towels, dishes, or perhaps even 
a blender? Maybe something for the garden? Or maybe a ro

mantic bottle of perfume? 
On Oct. 24,just three months after her 40th birthday, College 

of the Mainland physictl education instructor Debbie Needs 
swam 2.4 miles., rode a bicycle 112 miles. and ran 2.6.2 miles in 
the Great Aciridian Triathlon in Oermont, Fla., all in one day. It 
took her 15 hours and 45 minutes. coming in 11th for her age 
group. 

"It was my 40th birthday present to myself," Needs said. She 
trained seriously for eight weeks before the triathlon, but had 
, been building up her strength since January. She has been in· 
volved in a local club called the Bay Area Triathletes for 10 
year.s.. Six people from the club attended the competition in 
Florida. Some of Needs' family came down from PeJU1Sylvania 
to support her in the race. 

The event, which took place at lake Minneola, had 1,200 
participants. Needs entered the Iron Man category, which refers 
to the distances she had to cover. The participanl'i had to abide 
by strict time limits. The race started at 7:30 a.m. with the swim. 
The run had to be finished by I a.m. 

For the night portion of the t'ace, the participants were given 
glowsticks to carry as they ran three times around the lake. "All 
you saw were the glowsticks running in the dark," Needs said. 
"It wa'i beautiful." 

She completed the Iron Man at 11:30 p.m., and that night 
"slept like a log." Needs has been an adjunct instructor at COM 

COM P.E. Instructor Debbie Needs recently competed 
In the Great Floridian Triathlon In Clermont, Fla. She came 
In 11th for her age group. (Photo by Rachel Delanoix) 

since 1989, teaching Health and Fitness, and Weight Reduction 
and Maintenance. 

"I just thought I'd like to do something bigger for my birth
day," Needs said of her participatio~ in the triathlon. 

r 
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Theater season kicks 
off with great success 
By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Arena Theatre has just begu.n its 
1998-1999 theater season. One Flew Over the Cuckoo Nest was 
the fust play. 

The second play in the line-up, The Odd Couple, by Neil 
Simon, is a comedy in which Felix Unger, recently separated 
from his wife, and Oscar Madison divorced for several months, 
wind up as roommates in the same New Yor~ apartment. Since 
the two are diametrically opposite in personality, their living ar
rangement soon comes to a head. This hilariously funny com
edy runs throogh Nov. 22. 

All My Sons, by Arthur Miller, set in 1948 is about Joe KeUer, 
a manufacturer of defective airplane ~ He has been cleared 
of all charges., but his partner is serving a jail tenn. ''The play 
~ wilh the aftennalh," said Marl<Adams, director of the Arena 

. Theatre. The play is set to run Jan. 21 through Feb. 14. 
· Bedroom Farce, by English playwright Alan Ayckbourn, Ls a 
comedy in which three merry couples live near an argumenative 
one. "A fourth couple is in the throes of an argument and in
vades each bedroom,'' Adams said. Bedroom Farce runs April 8 
through May 2 All auditions are held in the Arena Theatre and 
the times always are Sundays 1:30 p.m., and all other days 7 
p.m. Audition dates for Farce are Sunday, Jan. 24 and Monday, 
Jan. 25. 

A Southwest Premiere is "a show that's never been done be
fore," Adams said "We do it before the Alley (Theatre)." It will 
run June 3 through June 27. Tryouts are Saturday, March 28, and 
Sunday, March 29. 

Jerry Herman's Mame is a musical oomedy about "10-yea; 
old Patrick Dennis, who is put into the care of unconventional, 
flamboyant Auntie Mame in 1920s," Adams said. The show 

features the songs: ''Open a New Window,'.' "We Need a Little 
Christmas,'"'llaoom Buddy" and "lfHe Walked Imo My Life." 
The musical will be staged at the Arena Theatre. For the past five 
years musical'i were perfonned at University of Houston-Clear 
Lake. Mame is scheduled to run July 29 to Aug. 29. Audition'i 
are Saturday, May 2, Su.nday, May 3. and Monday, May 4. 

For more information, call the theater at (409) 938-1211 or 

toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext 345. 

COM students play 
in winning ska band 
Continued from Page 1·--------

the finals in late January. The winnenvill go to Europe for 
a 2--city tour and world-wide competition. 

"I don't think sua:es.'i will change the band," Koerner 
said. "We've had various stages of success so far and the 
music ha'in 't changed. A,;; we've been growing as musi
cians, our style has changed a bit to accommodate. H's 
changing me in that I have to practice more to take up the 
slack." 

The group originated in Texas City in February I 996 
with only four members, but soon collected friends and 
fellow musicians to grow into a 10-piece ensemble. Trom
bone player, D-.tvid Evans, who plays in the COM Jazz 
Ensemble, said, "1 was actuaHy the lead singer's boss and 
he encour.iged me to attend a prat1ice. I"ve been with the 
group right at a year now." 

They came up with their name at c.amelot Music in 
Mall of lhe Mainland. They had already decided lhey liked 
the idea of a secret agent or spy, when they pas.500 a box 
of Alfred Hitchcock movies. It was a compilation of sev, 
eral videos and the eighth video in the box was the movie 
Secret Agent. From that came the name Secret Agent 8. 

Two of their original songs, "Dance The Night Away" 
and "Beer's OK," are featured on the ska music compila· 
tion CD Texas Ska Volume 1 by Pinche Flojo Records. 
They recorded their first full-length album in fuly at 

See Secret Page 7 
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Registration changes 
• may improve process 

By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

Remember waking up early for the College of the Main
land fall registration only to be stuck in long lines in the 
Administration Building? Remember waiting in that long 
line only to be told to come back after 5 p.m. because you 
forgot to turn in one lousy fonn? These troubles occured 
because of the new TASP Jaw, saiO acting Registrar Bill 
Peace. Because the Admissions.Office had to verify that 
everyone had taken either the TASP or fullfilled exemp
tion requirements, registr.ation was sjow and tedioU:s. 

Spring registration is right around the comer and the 
Admissions Office has made a few adjustments. A new, 
easier-to-read information sheet has been created. This 
gives advisers a better understanding of who needs to take 
the TASP. The information sheet will also give students 
better advice in picking their courses. A committee of ad
missions staff, faculty and advisers is currently focusing 
on .how to make registration more efficient. 

Approximately 3,328 students enrolled for the fall se
mester, with only 830 of the returning students register
ing by telephone. 

Since telephone registration can't handle all students, 
there will be an early registration. Both begin Dec. 1. 

Only returning students may register by telephone. To 
register call the registration hotline at ( 409) 935-8900. 
After dialing, follow the procedure listed in the spring 
semester catalog. Catalogs will be mailed out during the 
Thanksgiving holidays. · 

To prevent new students from slowing down registra
tion, they have until pee. 11 to submit their applications. 
If they do not meet the deadline, they will have to wait 
until late registration to sign up for courses. 

For new.students concerned about taking the TASP test, 
a practice test will be available on-line iri November. The 
web site at www.tasp.nesinc.com, features test directions, 
a practice test, an answer key and a skill evaluation chart. 

For more information about registration and the TASP 
practice test, contact Bill Peace at (409) 938-1211, or toll· 
free at (888) 258-8859, Ext. 263. 

College closures available 
from switchboard, media 
By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

If College of the Mainland caught fire and be
came a raging inferno, how would students know 
not to come to school? 

Information concerning school closure is avail· 
able from the COM switchboard, said Jim Higgins, 
director of Public Information. 

lf a major event could jeopardize the safety and 
lives of those using the campus, President Larry L. 
Stanley makes the executive decision to close, 
Higgins said. The switchboard operator is "notified 
by the president's office." 

Students can also listen to the following radio sta
tions: KTRH 740-AM, KRBE 104.1,FM, KPRC 
950-AM, KIKK 95.7-FM and 650-AM, KILT 100-
FM and 610-AM. KTRH gets the information firsl. 
The Houston-area television stations Channel 2, 
Channel 11 and Channel 13 also offer updates. 

The COM police emergency extension, 599, is 
always open, 24 hours a day. 

At the beginning of this semester, the college was 
forced to close twice. First, when Tropical Storm 
Frances caused severe flooding in the Houston
Galveston area Sept.10 and 11. The college closed 
at 3 p.m. on Sept. 10 and remained closed Sept. 11. 
Then on Sept. 14, a water main broke on campus 
and the college closed that day at 3 p.m. and re
mained closed until noon the next day. 
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Alex Pratt (center), acting dean of Instruction and Student Development, responds to a question from SAB 
member Ed MIiier (back to camera) as President Larry L. Stantey (far left); Dr. Henry Pope (far right), dean 
of Collega and Financial Services; and 1tud1nt Mell1N Olgden look on. {Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Administrators respond to concerns at forum 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Assistant Editor 

More than 50 students attended the Student Activi
ties Board-sponsored Student Concerns Forum to bring 
several disturbing issues before members of the Col
lege of the Mainland administration. The forum was 
held in the Student Center Nov. 5, and President Larry 
L. Stanley; Dr. Henry Pope, dean of College and Fi
nancial Services; and Alex Pratt, acting dean of In
struction and Student_ Development, took questions 

from students at the ,prcwam. 
Student Center Coordinator Beverly Mitchell told the 

administrators that tire Student Cooter has had a meth
ane (sewer) gas leak for several months. Mitchell de
scribed the leak's severity: "Some people have gone 
home sick from work because of it. We even shut down 
the pool room because it was so bad." She said there 
was even a gBs leak early on the morning of the forum. 
A contractor has come out to look at the problem and 
believes the building's pipes are to blame, Mitchell said. 

See Studeq.t Page 7 

This might sting a little;-it's flu shot time again 
By RACHEL DELANOIX 
Staff Reporter 

The Galveston County Health District estimates that 
thousands of people die each year from influenza.related 
illnesses. Therefore, people must choose the lesser of two 
evils. They must decide which is greater: the suffering 
caused by influenza, or the stinging pain of a vaccination 
designed to protect against it. 

The Galveston Health District reports, "Influenza is 
most common in the U.S. from December to April, so it 
is best to get the vaccine between September and mid
November." 

Flu shots will be administered by Galveston County 
Health District at the Student Center on Monday, Nov. 
16 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Those who are Medicare·eli
gible will receive their shots at no cost. For all others 
there will be a fee of $5 per shot. Everyone is welcome. 
For more information contact RSVP at (409) !'38-1211 
or toll-free (888) 258·8859, Ext. 298 or 372. 

A recent American Lung Association press release re, 
ports: "Most people experience little or no reaction to the 
vaccine. However, one in four people might have a swol· 
Jen, red, tender area where the shot was delivered." 

For those whose fear o{ needles is enough to keep them 
from an annual vaccination, Dr. Charles Bryan, Texas 
Thoracic Society President at the University of Texas 
Health Science Center in San Antonio, says in the report 
that soon there may be new ways of getting the annual 
flu immunization, such as inhalers or pills. He adds, "An 
influenza vaccination is about 70 percent effective in pre
venting influenza and reducing its severity, and it's safe." 

For some people, the needle is not what worries them 
so much as the fear of developing flu from the injection. 

• 

However, the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
and the National Immunization Program agree, the viruses 
in the vaccine are killed. Therefore, it is not possible to 
contract influenza from the vaccine. 

The Galveston County Health District reports small risks 
associated with the vaccine, but most people who get the 
vaccine suffer no serious problems. 

Mild or moderate problems, which can last up to two 
days, may include fever and aches. A severe allergic reac
tion could include hives, difficulty in breathing or shock. 
If a problem should arise, contact a doctor immediately. 

Cosmetology students attend 
vocational club conference 

Five members of.the College of the Mainland Cos, 
metology Vocational Industrial Club of America 
Chapter attended the District 8 and 9 Fall Leader
ship Conference Oct. 31. 

The conference, held at Nimitz High School in 
Humble, provides leadership training in areas such 
as parliamentary procedure, opening and closing 
ceremony, and sakty awareness. 

The students who attended and received an award 
for displaying development of leadership skills were 
Linda Aguilar, Tina Castro, Amanda Hersey, Aishq. 
Jones and Demitrias King. They are concurrently 
enrolled in COM as well as in either Hitchcock or 
Santa Fe high schools. COM cosmetology profes
sor, Ellen Johnson, accompanied the students. 
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Editorials/News 

COM Amigos members will be selling raffle tickets for $1 from now until Nov. 19. Ten turkeys will be raffled 
Nov. 19 and delivered to the homes of the winners on Nov. 20. COM Amigos are from left, front row, Veronica 
Berrones; Olda Perez, COM AmigOs adviser; and Sarah Berrones. From left, back row, Christina Ortiz, 
Belirida Billiot, Danny Ortega, Angel Morales, Erica Garza, Monica Du plan. Not pictured, advisers Tia Huggins · 
and Allee Whistler. For ticket Information call Perez at Ext. 298, Huggins at Ext. 353, or Whistler at Ext. 483. 
The COM numbers are (409) 938-1211 or toll-free (BBB) 258-8859. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Letter to the Editor 

Student speaks out against People Speak Out 
Editor's note: The following letter to the Editor is in 
response to the October "People Speak Out" feature 
which asked, "How do you feel about teen-age girls 
disposing of their newborn babies?" 

Editor, 
1 read your "People Speak Out" in the October 1998 

Int~rCOM and was distressed by the entire "article." 
There is no epidemic of infanticide sweeping the nation, 
just a few dozen cases which have been given a great 
deal of media attention. 

~Inter COM 
Managing Editor 
AHi5tant Editor 
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Ve1eran sta!U<. 

Condemning another person's actions without know
ing the circumstances or the case demonstrates the bys- · 

· teria that the media incites. My impression from reading 
the opinions of these eight individuals is they have 
rushed to judgment and would have the IS-year-old put 
in jail for many years. Incidents of this type do not occur 
in a vacuum, and they are not issues that can be judged 
instantly as right or wrong, so why encourage people to 
think in that black/white, right/wrong, either/or mental
ity when most- human behavior occurs in shades of gray. 

College should help you learn to think, REASON, not 
condemn on hearsay. 

P.S. Infanticide exists in every culture and-has always 
been with us. It should be noted that women/fcmalcS arc 
usually asked to bear all or most of the burden or guilt. 

COM student Jane Weatherford 

We concede that the word epidemic was a bit strong. 
However, in a society where birth control is easy to 
obtain and abortion is available on demand, one 
incident of neonaticide ( a newborn murdered during the 
first days of its life) is one too many, whatever the 
circumstances. 

As ta the opinions of the eight people in the column, 
thanks to the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, 
they are as free to express their opinions as Weatherford 
ls to express hers. 

Letter to the Editor policy 
InterCOM welcomes all Letters to the Editor. Please 

make letters brier and to the point. All letters should in
clude a name and daytime telephone number for verifica
tion. 

We reserve the right to edit all letters for length, gram
mar, spelling and libelol!S content. Letters to the Editor 
will be printed on a space-available basis. 

' 

Public opinion wrong 
about life of reporter 

I recently went to a journalism conference in Corpus 
Christi to learn more about the world of news people. 
Students and advisers from community colleges across 
Texas joined to hear professionals speak about their 
jobs, and what we heard time and·time again is that you 
have to not be afraid to ask dumb questions because 
most people are not willing to volunteer what they 
know. 

Especially in the aftermath of Princess Diana's death 
over a year ago, society has come to hate journalists 
even more. 

A few months ago I got stuck in traffic caused by an 
accident. When I realized how many emergency vehicles 
were responding, I figured this wasn't just a minor 
fender-bender, so I asked the officer who was directing 
traffic what Was going on. l told him I was with a local 
newspaper, and he told me to park my truck and go ask 
the officers closer to the scene. 

Two little girls had been struck by a truck when the 
bicycle they both were riding swerved onto the road. 
And after I had spoken to police, as I walked back to my 
truck, someone passing by called me a bitch'. 

That person couldn't have known how my stomach 
churned when I saw the pink bicycle lying crumpled on 
the edge of the street. That person on! y saw a reporter 
leaving the scene of a wreck with a notepad in hand.,---~ 
What's really sad is the next day, that person probably 
read my story to find out the details of the accident. 

People can think what they want about reporters; we 
still serve a purpose to society. 

1 can live with being a reporter. lo fact, T can even take 
pride in my.work. So to those people who make a habit 
of calling journalists names, all I can say is that I'm glad 
1 found my niche, and I hope others are as happy with 
their own. 

Voter turnout up for 
student government 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the fylainland Student Government held 
officer election!. in the Student Center Sept.16. 

New officers are president, Rosalind Franklin; vice 
president, Sidney Winn; secretary, Theresa Boston; par
liamentarian, Tanisha Hicks; treasurer, Christina Ortiz~and 
COM Senate representatives, Christopher Nickerson, 
Diana Erwin and Brian Perkins. 

Last year 99 students voted; this year 104 voted. Stu
dent Government Adviser James Shippy said that most 
colleges with 20,(K)() students usually have Only 50 vot
ers, compar~d to COM's current enrollment of approxi
mately. 3,400 students. 

Student Government meeting dates for the rest of the 
semester are Nov. 12, Dec. 3 and Dec. IO during College 
Hour, 12:30-1:30 p.m., in the Administration Building, 
RoomA-148. 

The purpose of the Student Government is to review 
student issues and discuss the solutions. as well as ap
prove club funding, said Shippy, who also is associate 
dean for Student Services. 

For more information about Student Government, con
tact Shippy at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free at (888) 258-
8859 Ext. 413. 

. . 

., . 

• 

COM chemistry Professor Dr. Janet Hendrickson (center) leads students in an experiment on gas law during a 
summer chemistry lab. With her are students Melissa Ladd and Brian Alexander. (Photo by Elalne Rummel) 

Professor picks teaching over industry 
By SHALLON FLEMING 
Managing Editor 

If making slime out of glue and soap out of animal fat appeals 
to your sense.s, Dr. Janet Hendrickson's general chemistry class 
may be just the course for you. 

The professor-who will apply for tenure before the College 
of the Mainland Board of Trustees soo~lso teaches an inor
ganic chemistry class for non-science majors. "Organic chemis
try is not mttth intensive,·· she said. "Most students say organic ts 
harder. It depends on what you think is interesting." 
· Dr. Hendrickson didn't always plan on teaching how to make 

slime and soap. After graduating from the University of Colo
m.do in Boulder with a doctorate, she went to work in the Chemi
cal industty. Her first job in California lasted only eight days; 
then the company downsized. Next she found herself working 
at Du Pont in LaPorte, and before long she was teaching basic 
chemistry to lab technicians. "I found that more interesting than 
anything I was doing in my job," she said. "I really liked doing 
that, and that's why I started teaching full time." 

Secret Agent 8 
Continued from Page 6------------
SugarHill Recording Studios in Houston. The self-titled debut CD 
is avaliable on their independent label, 0)8 Records, and contains 
12 of the group's original compositions. 

Trumpet player JetIM. Conti said, "Recording at a professional 
studio really opened my eyes to the music industry." Of working 
with Grammy-nominated Dan Workman, who engineered 
and co-produced the project, he said, "His skill and ability to 
record was an amazing experience to witness." 

When he isn't singing for Secret Agent 8 and hearing young 
girls in the audience scream they love him, Will Frith takescla'iSeS 
at COM. He listed his reasons why people should buy the new 
CD: "One, to help the band. Two, it's actually pretty good. It's the 
one thing we've done that I've actually been really impressed 
with. Three, for their listening pleasure. It's got a good variety of 
different styles in it, so it's hard to get bored with it" 

Evans said the best thing about petfoming is the adrenaline 
rush. For Frith it's crowd reaction: 'The better the crowd reacts, 
the bettei I feel. We're out there to please the audience and if the 
audience is pleased then we've got our job done." 

Conti, who also is taking classes at COM, sums up his dreams 
for the future: "I hope Secret Agent 8 gets where we deserve to be. 
Where that ix>int'may be, I do not know. I am not asking or hoping 
for anything we do not deserve. I just want a fair chance." 

Since shifting gears in mid-career, Dr. H_endrickson has taught 
at Clear Brook High School and part time at San Jacinto Oil
lege. For the past three yems she has taught full time at COM. 

"My students are delightful," she said. And even though the 
,subject matter may be tough for some, they don't hold it against 
her. "I don't think they necessarily think I'm evil. They might 
see chemistry as evil, but they don't associate me with that." 

Dr. Hendrickson chose to work at COM because it allows her 
more time to teach. Compared to lllliversity profe&<;0rs who some
times teaeh-only-three hours -a week, the fonnat of a two-year 
college allows her more time with students. And although she 
would consider doing research in the future, she said, 'Toe bar
rier to it is having the access ~d equipment to do the research." 

Her students won't face that problem, however, because in 
the fall Dr. Hendrickson's lab is being equipped with computers. 
"The computers should make ii a Jot easier because it will give 
them time to spend thinking about and designing the experi
ment," she said. They also should ac;sist the student" in collect
ing data, which Dr. Hendrickson can tell you is an important part 
of any experiment. 
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Student Center focus 
of students' concerns 
Continued from Page 3 ------------

Dean Pope is investigating the problem and has sent so~eone 
from the mainteance crew to do patchwork on the pipes. The 
workmen later plan "to smoke the lines" to detect any leaks that 
may have been missed. 

Another concern was the need for a new or a rennovated Stu
dent Center. Studentsoonveyed their dislike for the existing setup 
saying they want a new TV and more games. 

"l don't koow that we will ever have a facility just called a 
Student Center," Dean Pratt responded. "I wonder if the pool 
room is worth having tctbegin with. Students need to be in class, 
and we have people in the room who don't even attend College 
of the Mainland." 

President Stanley explained the oollegefooked into rennovating 
the building severnl years ago, but the Board of Trustees would 
not back the $1.5 million endeavor. 

Another L<;sue brought up concerning the Studi;mt Center wa.c; 
the need for new chairs in the cafeteria area. Mitchell said, "The 
chairs (in the cafeteria area) need to be replaced because the legs 
are dangerously weak." Student,; cause this by leaning back in 
the chairs which eventually "just give out." Mitchell infonned 
the president and the deans that several people already have fallen 
out of the chairs. 

Once again, the smoking policy Was a topic of heated discus
sion. An angry student questioned why smoking was not per
mitte<.I on campus. "This is a ( COM) Board ( of Trustees) policy," 
President Stanley replied. "We just enforce it."The student ques
tioned him abollt lower enrollment due to the policy, and the 
presidcntrcsporided, '"lne Board anticipated this might happen." 

The student then cited an incident of a COM JX)lice officer 
being caught smoking in the Cosmetology Complex in 
APfXJmattox Square. Dean Pratt said he had spoken to the police 
team, and the officer thought the cosmetology building wa,;; not 
part of the main campus. Dean Pratt said this problem has been 
~rrect.ed, and signs have been posted at the building stating it 
also is a to.bacco-_.fr_cc..area..... _ ~ _ 

Another problem a student presented roncemed her not being 
able to graduate in the spring due to classes she signed up for thi~ 
semester being canceled at the last minute. None of the adminis
trators resIXJnded. Another student added that he was disturbed 
that some classes are offered only onc.e a year prohibiting stu
dents from graduating when they had previously planned. Dean 
Pratt responded, "Each team decides when classes are to be sched
uled." 

The next forum is scheduled for February during the spring 
semester. 

Other memberr. of Secret Agent 8 include: Kenny Dickman, 
lead guitar; Zack Cayton, rhythm guitar; Jacob Gracia, bass; 
Chris Jensen, trombone; Benny Tamayo, drums; and Moses 
Cavazos, percussion and back-up vocals. 

University of Houston Ii Clear Lake 
E-mail: education@cl.uh.edu • Website: www.cl.uh.edu/soe 
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What's Happening 

Jazz Combo presents free concert 

The COM Jazz Combo performs a free 1-hour concert Oct. 27 in Room F-117 of the Fine Arts Building, 
followed by a peformance by the COM Jazz Ensemble. COM music professor Sparky Koerner (far right) 
directs the Combo: (from left) Brandon Diaz on drums; Phillipe Bocco on piano; Stephen Lopez on bass 
guitar; Latosha West on altosaxophone; Chad Fontenot on guitar; Aaron Koerner on trumpet; Allen Oliver · 
on guitar (not shown); and Billy Cuchens on guitar. (Photo by Danlel M. Decker) 

Extra! Extra! Write all about itin InterCOM 
By SI'EVE PIFER 
Slaff Reporter 

Have you ever wanted to create something that would have 
an in.5tant audience? Have you ever wanted to accomplish a task 
that few would dare attempt? 

Then take the plurtge with a College of the Mainland joumaJ
ism class, COMM 1307, the begining journalism course, and 
become a staff reporter for the COM student newspaper, 
InterCOM. 

No previous newspaper experience is required to"enlist," just 
the intense longing to write. 

Besides the class. students also must register for the produc
tion lab, COMM 1129. Photographers and cmtoonists are wel
come to take just the lab if they wish to do so. 

Students with prior experience can take one of the advanced 
oourses. C.all InterCOM adviser, Astrid H. Lowery, for details. 

The beginning class meets Mondays and Wednesdays 9:30-
12:20 p.m. in the Leaming Resources Center, Room L-246. The 
advanced classes meet together Mondays and Wednesdays 11-
1 :50 p.m. also in Room 1.,.246, the newsroom. 

For more information call Lowery at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll
free (888) 258-8859, Ext 314. You may aJso e-mail her at 
aJowery@campus.mainland.cc.tx.us. 

Last day to withdraw without penalty Nov. 23 
The last day to withdraw from classes without penalty 

is Monday, Nov. 23. Any student wishing to drop a class 
must fill out a drop fonn in the Admissions Office.A grade 
of "W" will appear on the student's transcript instead of a 
letter grade. ' 

Only the student may withdraw himself or herself from 
a class; the instructor will not do it for a studeitt. Students 
failing to appear in class may receive an Fin the course. 
Merely not attending class doe.s not indicate to the in
structor that the student has dropped. 

.... 13 
OMC Pany@OJ p.m. in Student c.encc, 
TfwOddCa;pk@lilp.m'. 

....... 
11wUddCnupk@8p.m. 

No,. IS 
Tllt!OddCuupie@2:30 p.m. 

Nm.I, 
Flu.._@ IOU11,.·2 p.m. in SC 

No¥.17 
Mulli-OilluRl Lundi Fat@ 12:30 p.m. in SC 

-.II 
½--3 Ba&kaball Touniunent@2p.m.in gym 
OCICSpcm IAy@Annadillal.ar"5 in Pasadena 

Ntw.19 
Money Management Wort.shop: "How to Score a 
4.0"@ 12:30 p.m. in L,.131 

UpCOMing Events 
P'fK Foundcr·s Day Th,e Dedication@ I 2:30 p.m. 
11w Odd Ca,plt,@8 p.m. 

...... 
11w Odd Coupk@ 8 p.m. 

Ncw.21 

TexasTurlceyTmtf\JnRun/Walk@8:4.'!a.m. 

11w Odd Coopk (ii 8 p.m. 

""'·" l..il!lt pcrl'ormance of 11w Odd Couplt'@ 2:30 p.m. 

NodJ 
Lail day kldrup a cl¥,,; wilh I grlldeuf~W" 

""'·" Oukloor Oub trip ~ing"" the Rio Grande 
lhrough Nov. 29 

.... ,..,. 
Colk'F dascd for T?11nbgiving lk>li<.iays 

-· Spring ldq,honc regishtion (for IIUVisw stvdent,; 

ORiy) and early rcgi,Mllliun begin -· H:>lidaJ p¥1y fursludcn!s@ 12:30 p.m. in SC 
3..in-3 \l>lleyt..1Toumamcnt@6p.m.in gym 

Dec. II 
Lw dly for Spring klkphonc regmralion 

""'" Filst day of Hanukbh 
Com1111111iry Concen Band@II p.m. in F-117 

..,_., 
OOM Amigos0uis1ma.~ P.dny @12~10p.m.in L-2$2 
Jazz Ememble@S p.m. in F-\ 17 
Luanne Stiwalr~ art cxhihi~ Rhythm of1he Whru', 

d-

r 

• 

People Speak Out 
By RUSSELL, KINCHLOW, Stalf ltepw lei 
and RACHEL DELANOIX, Plmtognpller 

Horror movies are: filling theaters all over the 
couftll')'. In filmss11Ch as Screqm, I KMw What y.., 
Did Last Summer, Urban ugen,Js and Qride uJ 

. Chucky. dirwtors .sh.ow excessive vio!e.nce and 
g,apllic death seen ... N; a "'8Ult, lftterCOM posed 
a ques1ion about the 'IJ)Pfopriaten~ss of' violent 
sctncs and the it inffuenee·on societ:y.,We inquired: 
"Hl>W <I<> you f-eel about the idea tt,at viQleoq in 
th~tmovics desensitizes us to.death and wby?" 

DtenPhan: 
•1 don't thlnk ii desensi-o 
- ... ....,,.,. clecisici,s 
we make are mainly inlJU' 
encoo. by our peei,, ralher . 
than the movies." , 

llyanl'llor. . 
"ll does de ,sitiil,; if you 

. .... r/lQl>ie'about """"' 
lblngviQlelllQVCl'lllldover, 

it becomes """''""'· But 
!hero is a big -00 iO 

; moviesand..allifuc There 
' arenocomequeneesin~ 

m,,vies, just., real life!' ' 

COclTnJjllo: 
'1 dilnk that it's in the indi
vidual. If tltey have moral< 
it won't affect them. If 
they'n,an,undit,omuct,,it 

mieJtt.Yoohave!Olelllllem 
it's~"' 

JuonOflver: 
'1 think it doos influence 
somcpeople,bulnotevery
one. lt'sentertairunent, un-

1"" you'n, ~ !)S)'cll<,," 

'· 

-Knapp: 
"I reel it does-deseilSiiizl, 
death.'\besii!lltofeotiiill,, 
being vi<lli:ntly exposed 
"""'to the acceptallce of 
viQle,ic< and plawJ little 
vakteon Jife.'; 

JoeySl!wt 
"i don't trulll( It inlhrences 
J"Ol'le.lg,ewup~ 
,i,oyieslllo,that.andldon't 

i¥J "'°""" backingpeople 
up. If anyl,ody's tne$Siilg 
up iO the OOUll1ly it'• the 
Plesideill. Whyoltooldkids. 
actrigbtifhecan:t" · 

eour1ney-. 
~'Movies are.a form ofen
tmainment and should be 
just that. You can't blame 
lllOViesandOlbert'onnsof 
--forkidsl!P" 
il1g and killingpeople ... 

Trmsl8wl8, 
"I believe movies add to 
peoplewmmitting violent 
crimes, but lllO$t Qf ~ 
peqilewhooommitvio
lent crimes are crazy . .,_ 

, 
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Police find man who allegedly harassed students 
By SHALLON FLEMING 
Managing Editor 

Several female students recently were accosted by a 
young white male while they were leaving College of the 
Mainland. 

In an Oct. 14 e-mail message sent to all college faculty, 
COM Police Officer Arbry Clifton said, "In the last 24-
36 hours, there have been four female students who have 
been approached by a male, attempting to have intimate 
contact with therIJ by hugging, kissing and blocking their 
attempt to leave." 

Local band wins big 
in Calif. competition 
By RACHEL DELANOIX 
Staff Reporter 

From within the darkness of !ID old two-story building 
on the comer of White Oak and Montrose in Houston 

- b lared a mixture of punk, big band and h.!1rdcore music 
simply known to most as ska. 

The house is Fitzgerald's, a nightclub on whose stage 
such musicians as Mudhoney, Tripping Daisy, Juliana 
Hatfield and Less than Jake have perfonned. The music 
resounding from inside the building is that of a lO-man 
group called Secret Agent 8, whose recent accomplish
ments put them on an equal plane with these musicians. 

The hand represented the Houston/Galveston area at 
the Ernie Ball (maker of guitar strings) International Battle 
of the Bands Semi-Finals in Long Beach, Calif., Nov. 8. 
Secret Agent 8 \riumphed. They placed first out of eight 
bands on Sunday the 8th and were the 8th band to per
fonn. "We're rollin' with the .eights," said trumpet player 
and COM student, Aaron Koerner. His father, Sparky 
Koerner, teaches music theory at COM and directs tjle 
college's Jazz Ensemble and Jazz Combo. 

After winning the Ernie Ball Battle of the Bands at the 
Abyss in Houston, the band qualified to perform in the 
Vans Warped Tour at the Astro Arena as well as compete 
in the semi-finals. They will advance to Los Angeles for 

See COM students Page 6 

COM art Instructor Mark Greenwalt 1how1 his students 
the realism In one of Luanne Stovall's paintings on 
dloptey In the COM gallery. (Photo by Rachel Delanolx) 

' 

COM officer E. W. "Butch" Carr said the young man 
was supposedly on campus trying to find employment 
through th-e college's job placement program. He is not 
a student !hough. 

Since that time, the suspect appeared at one of the 
complaintants workplace to apply for a joh. After he re
turned the completed employment application, the young 
woman called COM police officers and gave them the 
suspect's information f~om that document. 

The police then visited the young man's house and dis
covered he was under psychiatric evaluation. Several of 
the victims qad described him as mentally challenged. 

"His doctor had taken him off his medication to see what 
effect it would have on him," Carr said. "He{t'he doctor) 
found out real quick." 

Since then his doctor has plac.ed him back on medica
tion that should control his behavior. 

So far, all of the COM student'! have declined to press 
charges against the man due to his mental condition. 

Texas City police are cutrently investigating similar com
plaints against the suspect made by people at nearby Mall 
of the Mainland and Wal-Mart, according to Carr. 

Poli.cc would not rclea.,;e the suspect's name and none of 
the complaintants would comment. 

Members of Secret Agent a stand In front of a train engine bearing the name of their hometown of Texas City In 
the park at 12th Street and Palmer. Secret Agent 8 members are (In front) Chris Jensen, trombone; (mlddht row, 
from left) Benny Tamayo, drums; Jacob Gracia, ba11; Moses Cavazoa, percuulon and back.:.up vocals; Jeff 
Conti, trumpet; Kenny Dickman, guitar; (In back, from left) Will Frith, lead vocals; Zack Cayton, guitar; David 
Evans, trombone; and Aaron Koerner, trumpet. (Offlclal press release photo by Phil Cayton) 

Wheel reflects life rhythms, season cycles 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

The Rhythm of the Wheel, a collection of recent paint
ings by artist Luanne Stovall, opened Oct. 29 in the Col
lege of the Mainland Fine Arts Gallery. Stovall presented 
a slide lecture Nov. 11. The paintings may h.e viewed 
through Dec. 15. ' 

Stovall uses the presence of the wheel in her paintings 
to signify a cycle or a season. The wheel expresses the 
constant turning of the world or a shining light. Stoval l's 
paintings show human and plant life fonns, caught at 
one continuous point in time. 

"A portrayed moment could signal early morning, late 
afternoon, or dusk and speaks not only to lhe time of day 
but also the state of mind," Stovall's press release said. 

• 

• 

Stovall uses large pieces of canvas and linen to capture 
the full mood portrayed through her subject and its sur
roundings. She uses prominent colors to separate her sub
jects from her cool-colored backgrounds. Stovall blends 
bright colors into dark colors showing the life cycle, which 
blends from birth to death. 

Ruins, photographs by Steve and Cynthia Nussenblatt, 
will be the gallery's next exhibit. The collection will be on 
display fron Jan. 21 through Feb. 24. The artists will give 
a lecture on their work Jan. 21 at 7 p.m. 

Gallery hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays 12:30-5 p.m.; 
Wednesdays 10 a.m.-1 p.m.; and upon request, one hour 
prior to weekend performances of the COM Arena The
atre. 

For more infonnafion, call (409) 938-1211 or toll-free 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 348. 
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What's Happening 

Trip to Costa Rica available for Spanish studies 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

Tia Huggins, who joined the College of the Mainland' 
faculty last January as the first full-time Spanish profes
sor, has already started creative ventures such as the Costa 
Rica Spanish trip planned 
for the end of May. 

Huggins, a member of 
the Humanities Team, re
ceived her undergraduate 
degree at Central College 
in Pella, Iowa. She later 
received her master's de
gree in Spanish from the 
University of Iowa, Iowa 
City. 

"I started taking it 
(Spanish) when I was in 
ninth grade and I really 
enjoyed it." While work
ing on her bachelor's de
gree Huggins spent three 
trimesters in Mexico. 
During her college senior 
year, Huggins moved to 
Mexico. Later she taught 
English in Mexico and 

• worked for the Turismo 
Aviomar travei'agency. 

Huggins currently 

enforcement officers. Her goal is to have the Spanish 
course in the college catalog available for law enforce
ment majors. 

After the end of the spring semester, Huggins under the .... 
auspices of COM, is offering students a chance to study 
abroad in Grecia, Costa Rica. This summer mini-semes

ter runs May 30 through June 
19. The students will be placed 
in middle to upper-middle class 
family households, chosen for 
their cultural values, friendli
ness and hospitality. 

Participants will attend five 
hours of classes each day, three 
days a week. Students must 
choose to take two of the offered 
courses. The choices are Span
ish 1411, 1412, 2311, 2321 
(Latin American Literature), 
Humanities 1301 and History 
2380. To receive credit for Hu
manities 1301, students will be 
required to keep a' journal -and 
participate in planned activities 
such as tours to a sugar cane 
processing plant, local schools 
and Poas Volcano Park. A trip 
to San Jose also is planned. 

History 2380 will be taught in 
Spanish at the Grecia Cultural 
Center. 

teaches beginning and in
termediate Spanish. In the 
spring semester in addi
tion to teaching beginning 
Spanish, Huggins also 

Professor Tia Huggln1, COM's first full-time Spanish 
Instructor, Joined the faculty this past January. She la 
a member of the Humanities Team, as well as a co
adviser of COM Amigos. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Applicants can pay for the trip 
in three payments. The first pay
ment of $600 must accompany 
the application before or with 
the second payment; the second 

will teach Spanish for Native Speakers, SPAN 2313. This 
three hour credit course is designed for those who speak 
Spanish, but do not read or write it wetl. 

In another endeavor, Huggins is working with the Texas 
City Police Department to create a Spanish course for law 

payment of $500 is due by March 1; and the final pay
ment of $448, by April. 

For a brochure or further information about the Costa 
Rica trip, contact Huggins ·at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 353. 

COM closed for winter holidays Dec. 20-Jan. 3 
College of the Mainland will close for the winter holi

days Dec. 20 through Jan. 3. The last day of the fall se
mester is Dec. 19. Instructors grades are du~ by noon that 
day in the Admissions Office. The college will re-open 
on Jan. 4. 

Spring credit r~gistration on the COM campus will be 
on Jan. 5 and 6. Registration for classes to be held at Clear 
Creek and Friendswood high schools will be at Clear 

Creek High School Jan, 7. Fee payment is due by noon 
on Jan. 8 or classes will be dropped. 

Monday through Friday classes begin ori Jan. 11. Week
end classes begin Jan. 16. 

Late registration and schedule changes are set for Jan. 
11 and 12. Late registration fees are due by Jan. 13. 

COM will be closed on Jan. 18 to observe Martin Luther 
King Day. 

UpCOMing Events 

-·· 0.'fffflUnity Cnncen Band@8 p.m. in Rm. F-117 
~ Jump Stut'" ~ applicMion lbdline 

Doo 15 
Luanne Sluvall's art exhibit, RJry,J,y,,i of th! W1leel, -SAB meeting 12:30 p.m. in Rm. P-110 

Doot7 
OMC IIIOding 12:30 p.m. in Rm. A-148 

_., 
Lat day of fall scme&ter 
Gnides due in Admisllions 

Dooll 
College dox,, for Winier holidays 

,_, 
College ~ns, faculty and aff -m 
COM Bookslore hours Jan. 4-7 8:30 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Students may use their Pell Grants in COM 
Boolalcff lhrough Jan. 27 

• 

...... 
Tuition payment due by noon 

...... 
TASPreview 

J,o.ll 
Monda~-Friday ~ begin 

Jan.u 
COM Doolislore hours 7:30 a.m.-7 p.m. 
t-= ,iping ~ and 9Chedule changl:s 

,_., 
rnepJeViewofA/JMyS..,-@8p.m.intheatef 

..... ,. 
AIIMySon.s runs Jan. 21· Feb. 14, Thurs-Sal@8 
p.m. aid Sun. @ 2:30 p.m. in tho:a(c:r 

~e and ()nthil NU1J111:0l't>latt'sphulugraphy e>dlibit 
opens in COM Art Galkry; runs through Feb. 24 

Talk wilh utist@6-7:4.', p.m. in COM Ari Galleiy 

....... 
Auditioffl fur Bedroom Fa\'e@ 1 :30 p.m. in fine 
Ms Buikl\ng _,, 
Auditions for Bedroom Flm'C@ I :30 p.m. in Fine 
Am Building 

,_,. 
l.asl day lo USIC Pell Gnni in COM Book.5kK 

People Speak Out 
By RACHEL DELANO IX, Staff R.porter 
and DANIEL M. DECKER, Pltotot!rapbor 

You've bought and wrapped -,.. all the Ovist· 
ma.<audsareposted, and theindeslrut:table fluitcake has 
been - to )'<lUf mother-in-law. And )'OU piopared for 
. Ouistrnaswhilefinishingtt:tm papen, andmmmingfor 
finals. But will you be rewar®d for au this bani work? 
Probobly not. 

Since~ of the Mainland has been generous this 
year/ otnploylng thing, such as the siu,tent Oinrerns 
FOtl;lll.l. and implementing telephone registration, 
.....a)M dtcided to Jet studonts makl, o Christmas re. 
qu<ot by answering this questioffi "If COM could grant 
you oue CbrislmaS wish, what woul(i k be?'' 

-Sntmley: 
A poi<I oducatiQn for my 
cltlldren, Samantha and 
MidJael. 

George'"••• eon: 

They should - up the 
pool room all day, every 
day,aslongastheoollegeio 
open. 

AleciaHol-
.I wolikl lilce to pa,,t all my 
ci-s and make sure I'm 
on the right road for g,,,du
alioo in the ,ping. 

--lwoitklwish ... my W1lily 
has health and happinesli. 
Nol only my family, but 
health and happinffl for 
everybody. Just a better 
W<Jtld.l'msotit<dofallthe 
disastet,i and famine .... 

' 

.,.... ___ ., 

-Tomakemosucccs,ful in 
the future, Jn any and ev• 
eryll>ing I go. 

Tammy(>4y: 
Thal I could paas wi!lt all 
,Ns and graduak: finally. 
See<nslilcel'ri\nevergotlllil 
gradutlle: . 

- Wl)odllh .. , 
To lower the prices in the 
'*°"'riaSO we don't have 
ID I/JO off campus to gel 
,tomethmg lo eat that's af. -

lliandalf ,_ 
Free tuition. So yoo doo't 
have ID pay fi)r it. So I 
wouldn'thavetospendany 
money oot of my pocket. 
That would be a good 
present. 

' 

.._ __ N_••_•..,_•_ ... _~_Page_spnn•2•·•a•se-m•esler---'I, --·Tllree-pa11---·~-•Page•se•nes•~-------o1II., •hderCO--•M-slalf-See•.._•Page-•~-&.~--' •M•••-•ri.'"'_.I 
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Holiday Party features carol sing-off 

(From· left) Jenna Contenta, Kim Clendenen, Rach Bl Delaiiolx, Mlrla 
first few words of a Chrfstn:aas tune In the Chrtstmaa Carol Sing 
winners The sing-off was part of thethe COM Holiday Party held In 
four or five people were pitted against each other to see which tea 
Each team only had to sing one line of each song. 

Harolds and Amy Wrlgbt &Ing the 
In which they were the flrat place 
e Student Canter Dec. a. Teams of 
knew the most Christmas carols. 

(Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Methane gas leak 
problem continues 
By TORRII! MICKENS, Staff Reporter 
and AMY K. PATLACH, Managing Editor 

College of. the Mainland is still trying to correct the 
methane gas leak in the Student Center. Students, faculty 
and staff were reminded of the leak during the November 
Student Concerns Forum held in the Student Center. The 
methane gas leak has been mentioned at previous fotums. 

During the November forum, Student Center Coordi
nator Beverly Mitchell told President Larry L. Stanley 
and deans Henry D. Pope and Alex Pratt the leak had been 
present for some time and expressed her concern at its se
verity. The odor she said is very strong. Mitchell and other 
COM employees have gone home sick because of it. 

"Methane is a sewer gas brought about from stagnated 
water and filth," Mitchell said. "The plumbing system here 
is very old. We use an air handler-style system, and when 
the gases erupt, what you end up having is the air han
dlers picking up the smell. And it shoots it through the 
vents into our office area, which is the reason the gas has 
btten circulating thr-ough the Student Center." 

Mitchell said the gas has been leaking in the Student 
Center for more than two years, but has progressed over 
the past six months due to serious buildup within the pipes, 

Dr. Pope agreed that the gas has been a problem. "We've 
replaced pipes and replaced pipes," he said. "It's a con
tinuous problem. It will abate and will come back." He 
added that the pipes are deteriorating due to age and that 
when a problem occurs, it is never in the same place. 

"Those who are affected most (by the gas) are the people 
See SC pipes Pag~ 3 

Students thrilled 
with registration 

Spri g move in slated for· career center 

By AMY K. PATLACH 
Managing Editor 

It's been smooth sailing with early registration. 
Ask any of the 1,060 students who have already 
registered for the spring semester at College of the 
Mainland. 

"It happend too fast ... 1 couldn't believe it was 
simple," one student told Professor Larry D. 
Griffith, member of the Registration Advisory · 
Committee, in response to COM's revamped 
method for early registration. 

At the close of early on-campus registration, Dec. 
11, Griffith said, "We have registered a total of 
1,060 students by 4:30 p.m." This figure includes 
students who registered by telephone as well as 
students who registered in person. 

On-campus registration began Dec. 1 and ended 
Dec. 11, while phone registration continues through 
Jan. 8. Students who do not pay their fees by Jan. 
8 will be dropped from classes. 

Telephone registration will resume for late on
campus registration Jan. 11 and 12, with payment 

See Early Page 5 

• 

By STEVE Pl ER 
Staff Reporte 

College oft e Ma.inland is one of four colleges along 
with San Jaci o College, Houston Community College 
and Collin Cou ty Community College to offer a Fire Pro
tection Techn ogy Program, but COM's will be differ-· 
ent. Next year OM will have the only program- with "a 
completely edicated 
building," s id Cecil 
Arnold, direc or of the 
Fire Protectio Technol
ogy Program. 

In a joint p rtnership 
with the city of exas City, 
COM will ove e the fire 

across from the main entrance of COM at Amburn Road. 
After the expiration of the eight-year lease, the "build

ing and property will be deeded over (to COM)," said Dr. 
Henry D. Pope, dean of College and Financial Services. 

The city of Texas City wlH own the building until the 
lease expires, explained Bob Kostelecky, director of the 
COM Physical Plant. 

See New Page 3 

-
technology pro am in the 
Public Servi Careers 
Building as a ervice to 
both the Texa City Fire 
Department a students 
interested in mergency 
Medical Servi fields and 
fire fighting, pectively. 

The Public rvice Ca
reers Building is located 
next door to th Texas De
partment of Pu lie Safety 

Construction continues on the Texas City Fire Department building In foreground whlle 
finishing touches are being made to the Publlc Service Careers Bulldlng on right across 
from the COIi ·main entrance. The public careere building, which will houae COM'e 
fire technology and EMS program•, 11 slated to be completed Dec. 19, but move-In will 
not take place until aometlme In the aprlng semester. (Photo. by Denlel M. Decker) 
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Editorials/News 

Laura Higgins, a teacher In the COM Child Devel
opment Lab, and some of her 3 1/2-year-old stu
dents from the Yellow Room atop by the journal
ism classroom on an early December tour of the 
campus to see Christmas trees. (From-left) Veronlca 
Lopez. Miranda Bage, Joy Hunter, Ellzabeth Luna, 
Queauna Ray and Marrah Smith-Valverde Indicate 
their ago with their fingers. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Letter to the Editor 
Campus child care 
praised by student 
Dear Editor, 

My child, John-Michael (6 months old), attends the 
COM Day Care Program. His teacher is Ms. Bonnie 
(Mitchell), who is a wonderful, thoughtful and loving 
care giver. I believe that the COM Day Care Program 
deserves positive recognition for all their efforts. Ms. 
Kay (Magee) greets each and everyone with a smile 
and calls each child by name. It is also important to 
recognize the newly appointed director, Ms. Ann 
(Wilcox). The center appears poised and ready to 
provide superior child care. It gives me peace of 
mind knowing my son is in good hands. Please print 
this letter. They need to know that a "new mother" 
appreciates their caring ways. 
Thank you, 
Karen W. Sadleir, COM Nursing Student 

lnterCOM welcomes all letters to the Editor. Please 
make letters brief and lo the point. All letters should 
include a name and daytime telephone number for 
verification. We reserve the right to edit all letters for 
length, grammar, spelling and /ibelow content. 
letters to the Editor will be printed on a space
available basis. 

New credit, non-credit courses offered 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Managing Editor 

In a never ending attempt to stay a step ahead of the 
newest technology and students needs College of the 
Mainland will offer several new credit and non-credit 
courses this spring. They range from English on the 
Internet to Introduction to JAVA. 

BIOL 2416.21, Genetics, will be taught by Dr. Pat 
Brown. Students will learn the principles of inheritance, 
analyze inheritance patterns and use modem molecular 
techniques to analyze DNA and protein. 

ENGL 1302.33, Introduction to Literature, will be 
taught online by Kathye Bergin. The course description 
is still the same. Students will send assignments to Bergin 
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via e-mail. Cl~s discussions will be done on a discussion 
board at each student's convenience. Students registering 
for this course should have access to the Internet and e
mail. 

ENGL 2354.01, Special Literary Topics, taught by Dr. 
Andrew Nelson, will investigate the literature of Texas. 

MATII 0310 and MATH 0320 introduces a new devel
opmental component, Interactive Mathematics by Com
puter. Students will be guided through interactive lessons 
on the computer by an instructor. Each student works at 
his own pace. The math is presented in an animated and 
engaging way using multimedia materials. The courses 
also were offered this fall. 

PSYC2312.0l, Psychology ofSucress, is designed to 
assist students with life and academic goals. Students will 
becomed skilled in critical thinking, time and study man
agement, memory improvement, career and resoul'Ces in
vestigation, interpersonal relationships and cultural diver
sity. No prerequisites are required which gives develop
mental Students more course options. 

SPAN 2313, Spanish for Native Speakers, taught by 
& Tia Huggins will accommodate students who speak Span
ish, but do not read or write it well. Composition, litera
ture and grammar will be emphasized. 

Non-credit Medical Terminology {Continuing Educa
tion) will be taught by James Price beginning Feb. 2 and 
ending April 15. This is a course in the study of roots, 
suffixes and prefixes of medical terminology to develop 
a 11,000 word medical vocabulary for the medical office 
professional'. 

Non-credit Introduction to JAVA (Continuing Educa- . 
tion) will be taught by Harry Hanson. This course begins 
Jan. 30 and ends Feb. 20. It is a brief introduction to the 
JAVA programming language utilizing Microsoft Visual 
J++, which has recently been created. 

Students who are not TASP liable, have no holds and a 
grade point average of 1.5 or better can register for these 
class~s by phone through Jan. 8 (payment must be made 
by noon Jan. 8) or during regular registration Which is 
Jan. 5 and 6. 

For questions regarding these courses or registration 
contact the Admissions Office at (409) 938-9211 or toll
free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 264. 

• 

Student deplores 
course evaluations 

AmyK. 
Patlacb 

I sat in class· the other day, utterly annoyed, while my 
instuctor passed out the Cqllege of the Mainland 
lnstuctor/Course Evaluation Form. "Not again!" I 
thought. I absolutely detest those dam forms with every 
bone in my body and fiber of my being. 

I find them a waste of valuable class time-especially 
so close lo finals. The last thing I want to do is fill out 
some freakin' form about whether or not I feel my 
instructor's "use of vocabulary is understandable, yet 
challenging?" 

Or does my instructor have a "tendency to demon
strate knowledge in the field of study?" My response: I 
sure as well hope so. If he didn't have the knowledge, I 
would. hope COM wouldn't allow him to teach the 
course. Why would I sit in any class where I thought my 
instructor didn't know anything about the subject? 

I realize COM is trying to make sure the instructors 
are "up to snuff' so to speak, but please don't insult us 
students with these mindless questions. Open-ended 
questions almost always merit a better response. 

Tell me this: What does COM do with all this infor
mation once it's been gathered? I haven't seen any 
results, tabulations or proof that these evaluations are a 
good method of judging courses or instructors. To be 
really honest, I just mark straight down the line. I think, 
"OK. Questions 6-36 mark letter 'A'." I won't even read 
the questions. I hate them. And so do many others. 

How can these evaluations accurately and adequately 
judge the education a student receives from this institu
tion? What if a student hates an instructor and totally 
bashes him on the evaluation, strictly due to a personal 
bias regardless of the instructor's skill or competence? 

I believe that the true test of a class' success should .be 
determined by various. factors. One is to look at the class 
enrollment from the beginning of the semester to the 
end. What percentage of the original enrollment com
pleted the course? Two, of those who completed the 
course, how many finished with a satisfactory grade or 
better? And three, what reasons did those who withdrew 
from the coUrse give for leaving? 

I wollld.really like to see all of the academic teams set 
up volunteer discussion groups with their students to 
talk about classes·and possible modifications of those 
classes. This might prove beneficial to both teachers and 
students, much like the Student Concerns Forum. Such 
discussions could be more specific than 30 canned 
questions. The group interaction would lead to pinpoint
ing more specific problems. 

I laugh every time I read thC closing statement on the 
blue evaluation forms: "Thank you for helping us 
maintain the highest standard possible for your educa
tion." Yeah, right! I sometimes feel COM's standards 
aren't terribly high. 

What·exactly is COM 's standard for education? The 
college has no academic probation or suspension, 
Instead it has a "scholastic referral policy" to help 
students devise a plan for irnproving their grades and 
tracking their progress. The 1998-99 college catalog 
reads: "College of the Mainland's policy is not to 
suspend or dismiss students for lack of academic 
progres..,;;. Students are expected to increase their efforts 
and to receive additional educational support in order to 
succeed academically." 

So, to all of you who have taken the time to read this, 
I'd like to thank you for allowing me to express my 
feelings about how COM is trying to maintain the 
highest standards possible for our education . 

• 

Newest librarian Park 
edits library Web sites 
By RUSSELL KINCHWW 
Staff Rep<>rter 

Kathy Park is College of the Mainland's newest 
librarian replacing Tracey Cuellar as coordinator of 
Research and Instruction. 

Park, who began working at COM July 6, says 
the reason that she came to COM was that the posi
tion she was to fill would allow her to prepare a 
variety of instructional documents and to work on 
the Web sites. 

Before coming to COM, Park worked 1 1/2 years 
as a librarian at Tarleton University in Stephenville. 
She enjoys being a librarian because "you don't limit 
yourself to one subject and just do research, it in
volves aid in all areas." 

As a former resident of Baltimore, Charleston 
N.C., Miami, New York and Washington, D.C., Park 
has a different perspective on life which makes her· 
an asset to COM. 

Park also has lived in Austin, Lubbock and 
Denton. 

Park received her bachelor's degree in English 
and history from Texas Tech University in Lubbock. 
She received her master's in library science from 
Texas Woman's University in Denton. 

While in college, Park worked in retail manage
ment at Foley's for a yea(. She worked for J.C. 
Penney's while pursuing her bachelor's degree. 

Park's office in the library is located in the refer
ence office section behind the front desk. Park also 
puts together the pages for the COM Library Web 
site. The Web site includes news pages of regional 
and genera,l information. One of the pages has links 
to Texas news and links lo nationwide news. The 
pages also cover world news, comics, weather and 
more. 

Sl;le also has compiled an instructional handout 
that gives infonnation on things, such as the library's 
books, periodicals and media collections as well as 
library hours, library cards and holds and fines. 

During her spare time Park loves to visit muse
ums, draw, paint and read mystery novels. 

"I love the people I work with, and COM is just 
great," Park said. The library's Web address is 
<hit p ://www. ma inland .cc. t x. us/ Ii brary /in tern et/ 
news/news/.html>. 

Kathy Park, COM's newest llbrarlan, began workw 
Ing at COM last summer. Aa coordinator of Re
search and Instruction aha puts together the 
pages for the COM Library Web site and has 
compiled an Instructional handout on the library. 

(Photo by Rachel Delanoix) 
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McVetta's past includes exploding boat 
By AMY K. PATLACH lllil!l!!IJI! ' 
Managing Editor 

At first glance, College 
of the Mainland speech 
professor Dr. Rod McVet
ta looks. like a living Wil
liam Shakespeare. He has 
a scholarly way about him 
and appears to be an in
tellectual and philosopher. 

He does not look like a 
sailor. But water has been 
a part of Dr. McVetta all 
his life. "Growing up on 
the water, it's in your 
blood," he explained. 

But his interest in sail
ing really began after he 
graduated from Ashland 
University in Ashland, 
Ohio, with a bachelor of 
arts in speech and theater. 

After graduating col
lege, Dr. McVetta pon
dered what his life would 
be like in later years. "I 

-knew when I retired I 
wanted to sail around the 
world." 

Dr. Rod McVetta, COM speech pro1e81or, returned to Tex11 to teach because he fell in 
love with the atllta and Its people while In graduate schOC)!I. (Photo by Danlel M. Decker) 

One night, he sat with his best friend, and they talked 
about what each wanted to do when he retired. To young 
McVetta's surprise his friend also wanted to sail around 
the world. The two decided: Why wait for retirement to 
sail ,around the world; why not do it now? Dr. McVetta's 
friend quit his job and the two sold all of their posses
sions and bought a 20-foot sailboat. 

Within a matterofweeks-they refurbished the- boat. All 
that was left was to take a test run and begin the voyage. 

the boat blew up. The two men were stranded in the shark- • 
infested water. "I had the Coast Guard looking for my 
body," ~r.°M.cVetta said. "Someone had seen the fire." 

"When they found us, we had nothing. I had a paddle 
and a life raft." 

Dr. McVetta went to his brother's home. Before he had 
left, Dr. McVetta had put aside a stack of recruiting let
ters from · rotlege-s. 1te decided to Write them att to see 
what they would offer him. "I told myself, I would go to 
whichever school wrote back first" Stephen F. Austin "I sailed for the first time the day before we left to sail 

around the world," Dr. McVetta said. "I figured I would 
learn as I go." When the two left they had only $15 be
tween them, but that did 1,101 stop them. 

· State University in Nacogdoches w.as. the first to respond. 
Texas has made quite an impression on Dr. McVetta. 

"I discovered I could hustle. If we needed something I 
would get someone to give it to us," he said. "fwould tell 
people my story and most wanted to share in our dream." 

After earning his master's in communication at SFA and 
going on to West Virginia University to earn his doctor
ate of education, Dr. McVetta knew he wanted to come 
back to Texas. He came to COM for two reasons: he al
ways wanted to teach at a community college and wanted 
to return to Texas because "I love the people." 

The two had floated down the Erie Canal and the 
Hudson River but as they approached the Atlantic Ocean, 
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At UHCL, you will gain. .. 
•Areal-world view through our Teacher-ln-ResidCOce Program 

• More cxposwe to the classroom prior to graduation through ow Pre-Service 
Internship Program 

• Elementary Certification/B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies 
OR 

• Secondary Ceni6cation/B.S. or B.A. in field of specialization 

Join the School of Education at UHCL, do something for your future and 
BE IN DEMAND! 

Call now! Spring Open Registration begins January 11th. For admissions 
information call the Office of Enrollment Services at 281-283-2520. 

For School of Education advising call 281-283·3600. 

E-mail education@cl.uh.edu • Website: http:h\w,w.cl.ub.edu/soe 

University of Houston mi Clear Lake 
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Campus Life 

Hassinger's director/curator job multi-faceted 

Janet Hassinger, COM Art Gallery director and curator, shows off "Life Is Motion" by Luanna Stovall. The paint· 
Ing, which la oil on linen, Is part of Stoval l's COM Art Gallery exhibit, Rhythm of the Wheel, which clous Dae. 15. 
Ha11lnger, who selects the art for the gallery, chooses mostly Texas art and artists.(Photo by Rachel Delanolx) 

By RACHEL DELANOIX 
St&ff Reporter 

A place exists where soft golden lights shine on swirls 
of color, and beauty and tranquility fill the room. This is 
not a dream but the COM An Gallery, located in the Fine 
Arts Building. The gallery is under the supervision of Janet 

Hassinger, director and curator. 
As director, Hassinger is in charge of running the busi

ness, and as curator she is responsible for selecting the art 
and choosing ~ajar anists. Most of the art and artists 
Hassinger opts for are from Texas. 

"The directorship involves the finding, the transpona
tion and the presentation of the an." 

New government professor socialism supporter 
By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

"I am a well-intentioned socialist," says Dr. Dave Smith, 
assistant professor of government at College of the Main
land. He believes the teachings of Karl Marx and Friedrich 
Ertgels illustrated socialism as it was meant to be. 

Dr. Smith says the reason.that he became a socialist is 
because "anyone who really cares aboUt freedom and de
mocracy should oppose the exploitation and domination 
by capitalists." 

Cuba is the best example of Marxist Socialism in the 
world today, Dr .. Smith believes. Cuba, he says has with
stood American "propaganda attacks," the Bay of Pigs 
Operation, assassination attempts on Fidel Castro, sanc
tions and various other enterprises. All of these have 
worked to strengthen the will of the Cuban govemmeflt 
by increasing their resolve to never yield to capitalistic 
nations, particularly the United States. 

Dr. Smith also supports the closing of the U.S. naval 
base at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba. He says the U.S. base 
weakens the government of Cuba, and even though the 
government can close the base at any time, they don't, 
fearing U.S. and international reprisals. 

The government professor plans to go to Cuba in 1999. 
Dr. Smith, the first in his family to receive a doctorate, 

is in his first semester here at COM. He has been teach
ing for 14 years coming to COM from a three-year stint 
at York College in New York City. 

"We (Dr. Smith and his wife) like the slower pace (of 
Texas City)," he says. He also likes having the open skies 
instead of the New York skyscrapers. In New York City, 
the skyscrapers are built so close that available light is 
diminished. In addition, the World Trade Center's shadow 
can leave some neighborhoods in the dark for hours be-
• 

• 

cause it is 1,350 feet tall. 
His goals as a teacher are "to help students understand 

how government and politics work in the USA and Texas 
as well." 

If Dr. Smith could change one thing about his life, he 
says: "l guess I would like to be a better teacher. Teachers 
should never rest on th~ir laurels." He went on to say that 
teachers should work to constantly better themselves. 

Dr. Dave Smith Is the newest government professor 
at COM. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Hassinger takes her work and her duties seriously. She 
described the tedious jobs she orchestrates, such as place
ment of art and the positioning of all the lights in the gal
lery, Rows of track lighting along the ceiling illuminate 
the walls where art is hung. 

Each light has to be focused and turned just right to 
ensure that every detail of the artwork is highlighted ac
curately and attractively, according to the nature of the 
art, Hassinger explained. "It is my responsibility to hang 
the show in the best way it can be presented." 

Hassinger, who received her bachelor of fine arts de
gree from Boston University in Massachusettes, moved 
to Galveston shonly after receiving her master's degree 
from New York University. 

She studied al NYU's bra'nch in Venice, Italy, and of 
her education abroad, Hassinger said: "It-gives you a re
ally good attitude. For studying art, there's no better place 
than ~urope or New York." 

She has been with the college for 10 years and has b<::en 
gallery director for three years. 

In addition to her duties in the art gallery and teaching 
art history at COM, Hassinger also teaches watercolor at 
the Glassell School of Art in Houston. "I'm an anist. J'm 
an art instructor," she said. "I taught life drawing, water
color. I also taught design and basic drawini," 

Of the COM Art Gallery, Hassinger said: "The quality 
of the art we show is equal lo the best galleries and small 
museums. We don't show lesser art." 

So what is her objective as director for the gallery? "Our 
purpose is to educate fi[St of all, our art department, sec
ondly the school, and thirdly the community." 

The gallery is open Tuesda.ys and Thursdays 12:30-5 
p.m: and Wednesdays 10 a.m.-1 p.m. and one hour before 
every COM Arena Theatre petformance. The next show, 
an exhibit of photographs by Steve and Cynthia 
Nussenblatt, will run from Jan. 21 through Feb. 24. 

For more information call Hassingei: at ( 409) 938-1211 
or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 354. 

Evening child care 
offered to students 
By TORRIE MICKENS 
Staff Reporter 

Evening child care has become a big success here 
at College of the Mainland.It was originally imple
mented because the college administration realized 
that parents needed a safe environment for their chil
dren close at hand while they attended classes. 

Janie Aguirre, the lead teacher for evening child 
care, said that more children_are enrolled in.the pro
gram this year than last. The child Care is available 
Mondays through Thursdays from 5:30 to 10:15 
p.m. and is located in the COM Child Development 
Lab school. · 

To be eHgible, children .must be 3 to 11 and potty 
trained.They must also have current immunization 
records. 

Cost is $5 for registration (non-refundable) and 
$3 per night for each child. Parents must be enrolled 
On campus at COM. DroJ)-ins are not accepted. 

The child care givers in addition k> Aguirre, are 
the assistant teacher Irma Abrego and COM work/ 
study students. 

Children play board games, participate in musi
cal activities and have stories read to them. The 
evening includes snacks, and tutorial sessions are 
avaliabfe. 

For more information about the Evening Child 
Care program, call Aguirre or Kay Magee at (409) 
938-121] or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 611 or 
390 respectively. · 
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New center to house 
public service classes 
Continued from Page 1-----------

Kostelecky said the building is slated to be ''substan
tially completed" by Dec. 19; however, classes will not be 
taught there until midway through the spring semester. 
Kostelecky estimates that it will be late February before 
any classes will be held in the new building. Those classes 
will stan in either the Technica!Nocational Building or in 
Auto Diesel on campus and will be moved into the new 
building when it is ready. 

There may not be room for all of the fire technology 
classes and Criminal Justice Program classes in the new 
building, Arnold said. The classes that cannot be moved 
will remain in their present location. 

The Public Service Careers Building will provide "easier 
access to respond to emergency situations," Arnold said. 
"It was a natural step for the (Texas City) fire depanment." 

COM also offers a Criminal Justice Program which ties 
into the fire technology program. Police work closely with 
firemen and medics in many cases, Arnold said. In addi
tion, police just as paramedics and firemen, regularly work 
in dangerous environments. This has caused a bonding 
effect. "There's a brotherhood involved," Arnold said, due 
to the hazardous nature of their job descriptions. 

SC pipes smoked 
over winter break 
Continued from Page 1---------

upstairs because they share the same afrhand1er sys
tem," Mitchell said. "Every time the gas leaks down
stairs, it also leaks upstairs in the Counseling and 
Testing Center. 

Because of the methane leak, Mitchell has.had to 
miss work. "] suffered from light-headedness and 
regurgitating allergic reactions. Many times it was 
hard for me to breathe because the concentration of 
the gas leak was so heavy it was almost like a wall 
of stench." 

"Bob Kostelecky ( COM Physical Plant director) 
and Trey Industries (Texas City) have been work
ing on the problem and so far it has been produc
tive.," Mitchell said. "The odor has become lighter." 

Kostelecky had originally planned to smoke test 
the pipes during the Thanksgiving holidays, but now 
plans to do the test during the Christmas holidays. 
The building must be empty to do the test. 

The cartoon above was drawn by Brad Stevenson, a former COM student and lnterCOM staffer, Who is an Applied Design 
and Visual Arts major at the University of Houston-Clear Lake. He is set to graduate in May 1999 and plans a career in 
graphic arts. However, he first will attend graduate school at either UHCL or the University of Texas in Denton. Stevenson is 
an award-winning illustrator and has been published in UHCL student publications, the UHCLIDIAN and Bayoushpere. 

Math for Liberal Arts likely Summer I 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

Math anxiety has become a common phrase because so 
many students have a deep fear of math. This fear has 
followed them from grade school all the way to college. 

A Math for Liberal Arts class is in the works at College 
of the Mainland as a result of complaints by students who 
feel they do not have a need for math and have had trouble 
successfully completing their math courses as well as their 
degree plans. 

"I had rl'l.any students whpse goals for career and fam
ily economic support were being held back because they 
were completing their degree plans, but were unable to ... 
pass college algebra," said Dr. Marty Caylor, sociology 
professor, and a major supponer of the course. 

Dr. Caylor, along with COM's administration and sev
eral professors, have been spearheading the Math for Lib
eral Arts project and had hopes of offering the planned 
course.this spring semester. Unfortunately, the course will 

not be taught until the summer semester, said math Pro
fessor Leslie Richardson. Richardson said acting Dean 
Alex Pratt wants this course in place by the summer ses
sions. 

This course will be offered to those students who are 
majoring in areas such as social science, criminal justice 
and fire protection technology and do not believe that col
lege algebra, MATH 1314, is a necessity for their profes
sion. 

The Math for Liberal Arts course is an alternative for 
the MATH 1314, course required for many degree plans; 
however, students who change their major to pursue a de
gree in math or science must then take college algebra. In 
the spring semester, information will go out telling who 
is eligible for the new course. 

The course will be transferable to University of Hous
ton-Downtown and the University of Houston-Clear Lake. 

For more information about Math for Liberal Ans, con
tact the COM niath team at (409) 938-1211, or toll-free 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 606. 

Furby freaks fight for furballs first thing Friday 

He's cute, he's hairy and he 's the hottest thing going. 
He's also playing hard to get. And mothers (and fathers) 
all over the country are pursuing him with a zeal rarely 
seen. 

He's not a gorgeous actor. He's not a flashy pop star. 
He's not a hunky model. He's a 6-inch tall, talking ball of 
fur that almost every child in the country is expecting to 
see .under the Christmas tree this year. 

Yes, Furby, like his yesteryear counterparts, the 
Cabbage Patch Doll and Tickle Me Elmo, is all the rage 
this year. 

And he is just as difficult to find as they were, if not 
more so. 

The first time 1 heard about this little dynamo of 
marketing, was when I covered the telephone while the 

• •• 

• 

regular operator was on break at the super store where I 
work as a salesclerk when I'm not typesetting for the 
lnterCOM. As she left she told me that if anyone called 
for the toy department asking about Furbys, to tell them 
the store was sold out. I had never even heard of Furbys 
and a quarter of the calls I fielded in that 15 minutes 
were from parents trying to wrangle one of the little 
creatures. 

Since then the Furby zealots call as early as possible, 
every morning, to see if that elusive little furball has 
arrived with the overnight freight. The frenzy for Furbys 
has made intelligent, rational adults act like screaming 
lunatics. One example is the man who hit a woman-a 
perfect stranger...:....Carly in the morning the Friday after 
Thanksgiving at the store where I work. Rumor has it 
she was in possession of more then the one-Furby-per
person limit. Rumor was my only source since I refused 
to venture anywhere near the toy department that day. I 
was terrified of being attacked by Furby-hungry parents. 

Another evidence of this insanity is that people are 
even buying Furbys over the Internet and thro1,1gh 
newspaper classifieds. They are paying hundreds and 
hundreds of dOllars for a toy which retails for about $30. 

What is the reWard for the parents who actually 
manage to get a Furby? Many children are going to take 
the FurQ_y out of the box, play with it for· a few days, 
perhaps weeks, al the most a few months, and then cast 
it aside. 

Then there will be the parents who will be left 
Furbyless on Christmas morning. Victims of an industry 
that engineers a craze through heavy advenising for a 
product and limited quantities supplied to retailers. 

Then there is the dilemma one of my relatives .faces. 
Two little Furby-hungry girls and only one Furby. 

When all is said and done, I hope these people 
suffering Furby madness haven't forgotten an important 
fact in their relentless pursuit of these silly little toys 
they believe they must give their children-the gifts 
exchanged at Christmas are symbolic. They represent the 
gifts given lo baby Jesus by the Magi and the gift God 
gave humankind by giving his son so they could receive 
everlasting life. 

Next year the Furby will be at the bottom of the 
toybox with the Cabbage Patch Kid and Elmo. Is it 
really wonh the headaches, the frayed tempers, the 
physical abuse, the exorbitant prices? 
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High schoolers earn cosmetology credits 
By DANIEL M. DECKER, 
Staff Photographer 

College of the Mainland offers a .~smeotology class 
to high school students which allows them to acquire 
some college hours. Presently, 18 Santa Fe and 
Hitchcock high school students are concurrently en
rolled in high school and the COM Cosmetology Pro
gram. 

On Nov. 17, COM participated in the Santa Fe High 
School College Career Day and was represented in 
various areas including Student Financial Aid, diesel/ 
automotive, journalism and Spanish. 

Other enterprises represented at Career Day included 
local news papers, radio stations, Army and Navy re
cruiters, dentists and small businesses. 

The COM Cosmetology Program set up a display 
and demonstration "to spread awareness," said Ellen 
Johnson, professor of cosmetology. 

Her students showed off their talents by styling visi
tors' hair free of charge. Hair styles also were demon
strated on mannequin heads. 

Johnson said COM offers the dual enrollment classes 
to high school students who know that they want to 
enter the cosmetology field. They then can get a job 
immediately after high school. 

Students can begin taking cosmetology classes part
time in their in high school junior year, she said. The 
program takes part-time students six semesters to com
plete, taking eight hours per semester. When they fin
ish high schOOI, they already will have their certifi
cate and be eligible for employment. 

Full-time cosmetology students are on a 16-credit 
hour schedule and can complete their certificates in 
three semesters. 

For more infonnation about the Cosmetology Pro-

COM cosmetology student Linda Aguilar gives 
Santa Fa High Schooler Seiko Koguchi a new look 
at the Santa Fa High School College Career Day 
Nov. 17. In back Is Santa Fe High School student 
Amy Tedder. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

gram, contact Connie Foster or Johnson and Pamela 
Jones and Johnson at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 482 and 481, respectively. 

COM Bookstore buys back used texts 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Starr Reporter 

With the spring semester right around the comer, the 
College of the Mainland Bookstore.will begin buying back 
used books Dec. 14 to 18, and Jan. 4 to 8. 

Texts, not including workbooks, will be bought !Jack 
for one-half the purchase price. All books must be in a 
fair condition; for example, they should not have any tom 

Spring registration begins, 
payment deadline Jan. 8 

The winter holidays and the spring semester are 
coming sooner than you think. College of the Main
land will be closed from Dec. 20 .• Jan. 3. Spring 
semester classes begin Jan. 11. If you didn't par
ticipate in early registration, which ran Dec. 1 
through Dec. 11, you will need to register during 
regular registration Ja·n. 5 and 6. 

Telephone registration which began Dec. 1 will 
continue through Jan. 8. Fee payment must be made 
by noon Jan. 8 or you will be dropped from classes. 

To register by phone dial (409) 935-8900 and 
carefully follow each instruction. Fliers with instruc
tions for phone registration are available in the Ad
ministration Building. 

For eligible returning students who want to by
pass long lines and the stress of scheduling classes 
in person, telephone registration is the ideal alter
native. If your attempt to register by phone fails the 
first time, try again or call Admissions at ( 409) 938-
1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, fat. 266. 

r 
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or missing pages, excessive writing, food or water stains, 
or severe spine damage. 

It is not necessary to bring a receipt or schedule to sell 
back books. 

Student!!. who pay their entire tuition and fees before 
noon of Jan. 8, will receive a one-time 5 percent discount 
at the bookstore when presenting their receipts. 

For more infonnation contact the COM Bookstore at 
(409) 938-1211 or toll-free at (888) 258-8859, Ext 239. 

• 

· Sexual harassment 
threatens everyone 
By RODDRICKJOHNSON 
Staff Reporter 

Have you ever felt you have been sexually harassed by 
anoth~r student or even a teacher at College of the Main~ 
land? If you think you have, help is available. 

But what is sexual harassment? 
Sexual harassment is a form of sex discrimination that 

violates local, state and federal law if it takes place in the 
workplace. It can include unwelcome sexual advances, 
unwelcome requests or uTlwanted touching or grabbing, 
according to the pamphlet About Sexual Harassment in 
the Workplace, available in the COM Counseling and 
Testing Center located on the second floor of the Student 
Center. 

Although sexual harassment affects both men and 
women, in most instances, it involves a man sexually ha
rassing a woman .. However, sexual harassment-can also 
be a woman harassing a man, a woman harassing a woman 
or a man harassing a man. 

Sexual harassment can result in emotional and physi
cal pain, and can cause personal and financial problems. 
It can also take many forms. 

Some possible forms of sexual harassment can include 
verbal threats or insults, pressure for dates or offensive 
jokes or teasing. It can be sexual harassment if someone 
continues to ask you for a date even if you've already 
refused. 

Sexual harassment can be physical cornering or trap
ping, or pinching and grabbing. It may even be habitually 
brushing up against you in sensitive areas. 

If you are experiencing sexual harassment at COM, sev
eral people can help you. One persoit to call is Dr. Will
iam T. Spillar, a COM advisement counselor, who is the 
student advocate. He may be reached at Ext. 215. 

Students can also go to acting Dean Alex Pralt. Pratt 
may be reached through his secretary at Ext. 229. If you 
feel uncomfortable_ talking to either man, you may· con
tact counselors Althea Choates and Lei,:oy August in the 
Counseling Center or you may call them at Exts. 320 and 
287, respectively. 

Another person to contact is'Suzzanne Gust-Thomason, 
director of Human Resources. Her extension is 269. 

From off-campus, call the; college at ( 409) 938-1211 or 
toll-free at (888) 258-8859. 

If you feel you're not receiving enough ~elp at COM 
dealing with your sexual harassment problem, you may 
contact the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission 
toll-free at (800) 669-4000. 

PTK member Misty 
Wilken paints a 
design on Hannah 
Anzaldua's face at 
the PTK Chrtatmaa 
Festival Sunday, 
Dec. 6. The festival 
was held In front of 
the library arid 
offered a variety of 
games for children. 
In addition to face 
painting, the 
activities offered 
were a caka walk, 
bean bag toss, 
lollipop tree and 
sand art. PTK also 
raffled one turkey 
dinner and two 
turkeys. (Photo by 
Danial M. Decker) 

• 

lllterCOM, December 1991, Pap 9 

93Q Country celebrity attends Santa Fe coll~ge day 
By RACHEL DELANOIX 
Staff Reporter 

Santa Fe High School held a College and Career Day 
on Nov. 17. Colleges, dentists, local newspapers, Navy 
recruiters and many others had information tables se_t up. 

College of the Mainland was represented in sevefal ar
eas including cosmetology, graphic arts and Student Fi
nancial Aid. Some of the lnterCOM staff members and 
adviser Astrid H. Lowery represented the COM journal
ism program, handing out lnterCOM newspapers and in
formation fliers, and answering the students' questions. 

Of the tables lined up throughout the school cafeteriii., 
one was labeled with posters which read:· 930. Here sat 
Dave E. Crockett, radio announcer for 930 Cotintry and 
spokesman in the station's television commercial. He had 
a stack of blank paper and a black marker on the table in 
front of him, anticipating students requesting autographs, 
which he readily gave. Some even demanded signatures 
rather than asking for them. Once, when Crockett mis· 
spelled a girl's name, she pointed out his error and had 
him start over. "A lot of times, people are just nervous," 
Crockett said. He was always polite and smiling, but very 
busy doing three things at once. . 

He definitely was recognized as a local celebrity. One 
woman commented on his hair which he had recently cut 
very short. In the commercial, Crockett's hair is more than 
shoulder length. 

His girlfriend's sister attends Santa Fe and asked him 
to come. "We're here for the barb~cue," Crockett said. 

Recycled plastic everywhere 
The plastics industry is researching new uses for re

cycled plastics, while improving the quality of resins re
cycled from different plastic components in the waste 
stream, reports the Recylcing ~oalitioJLof Texas. 

c 'u~rently plastic bottles and containers can be recycled 
into products such as toys, carpet fiber and insulation. 

For information on recycling contact RCT at (888) 258-
3404 or on the Web at <http://www.recycletx.org>. 

RSVP holiday dance 

Couples take II turn around the dance floor at 
the Retired and Seniors Volunteer Program 
Christmas Party Doc. 8 In the COM Student Cen
ter. RSVP haa bean holding dances on the sec
ond Tuesday of the month from 7-10 p.m. since 
Nov. 10. For more Information contact Olda Perez 
at (409) 938-1211 ortoll-lroo (BBB) 258-8859, Ext. 
372 or 298. (Photo by Daniel Decker) 

' 
• 

(The school offered barbecue dinners to presenters.) 
He answered several students' questions about broad

casting and radio. They were filling out questionnaires 
for extra credit. The most common question Crockett was 
asked was about special math skills for his job. He ex
plained that no math was needed for what he did, but that 
computers have become a big part of broad
casting. Radio in general, he said, has 
changed a lot. 

"Radio today . is different from radio 20 
years ago," CroCkett said. "Computer skills 
have really taken over. You still have to be 
knowledgeable about music and be funny and 
witty, but now you have to be a technician 
also." The station's studio alone has three 
different computer systems. 

Crockett, who has been in radio for 22 
years, graduated from high school when he 
was 17, skipped college and went directly 
into broadcasting. He has worked at stations 
in Boston, Atlanta and Chicago. 

station faithfully, he explained. 
What would he say to anyone interested in getting into 

radio broadcasting today? "Don't. Radio has changed so 
much in the last four years. The competition is very strong 
and the chance of making a decent living is slim. It's very 
corporate. Not to slam radio, but it's difficult." 

In regard to the trend of stations giving 
away money and computers to· encourage 
people to listen, Crockett said: "Stations have 
always done that. We gave away a house a 
year ago." He explained that the radio sta
tion wasn't trying to "buy" listeners, as is 
commonly thought. Giving prizes to callers 
is intended as more of a reward than a bribe. 
It's a "thank you" to people who listen to the 

930 Country's Dave E. Crockett talks to Jenny Idema at the Santa Fa 
High School Collage and Career Day ~ov. 17 as Rachel Oelanolx, 
lntarCOM staff reporter, Interviews him.{Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

'' 

COM music Professor Sparky Koerner twirls an umbrella In hot New Orleans aacond-llne style as the Jazz En
semble plays "Woopln' Blues." carrying an umbrella In a Jazz parade Is a New Orleans tradition. Second line 
raters to parade watcher, falling In line behind the guy with the umbrella. The ensemble along with the Jazz 
Combo presented a free concert directed by Koerner In the Fine Arts Build Ing Nov. &.{Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

COMjazz performance the cats meow 
By MARK COX 
Special Correspondent 

The Blues were coming down in buckets in the College 
of the Mainland Fine Arts Building during the jazz con
cert Dec. 8. So much so, that the band's conductor, COM 
music Professor Sparky Koerner; h.ad to run out and grab 
an umbrella. : · 

With songs ranging from the slow, smooth sounds of 
Bill Cunliffe's "A Rare Connection," to the heart-pound
ing, tOe-tapping rhythms of Sammy Nestico's "Ev'ry 
Little Beat Helps," the Jazz Ensemble kept the nearly 
paC:ked recital hall glued to their chairs. 

Solos from such cool cats as Aaron Koerner on trum
pet, Charles Delgado on tenor sax, Gary Graham on pi
ano, and of course, the Cat Daddy himself, Sparky 

• 

Koerner on trumpet, made this definitely an unforgettable 
evening. 

Not to be outdone, the Jazz Combo put on-a stellar per
formance as well. From old favorites like "Lover Man" 
and "Song for My Father" to the more contemporary styles 
of"Brother Funk," the combo had heads bobbin' and fin
gers snappin' all across the hall. 

Great solos abounded during the concert. Perhaps the 
best came from Allen Oliver during the combo's first song 
"Moanin' ." It seemed as though the licks he played on his 
guitar captured the emotion he was trying to convey. 

The next concert is Dec. 14 when the Community Con
cert Band performs under the direction of Sparky Koerner. 
It will be held in the Fine Arts Building in Recital Hall, F-
117, at 8 p.m. Whether or not you caught the jazz concert, 
you won't want to miss this one. 

• 
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Sports/Recreation 

Co-ed volleyball fall league winners 

Winners of the COM Thursday Co..ed Fall "'AB" Volleyball League Include (from left) Roy McCulloch; Susan 
Emmlte, adjunct math Instructor; Joe Mancuso; Lorie Whitmire; John Glowczwakl; and Maryann Urick, 
coordinator of Recreational Programs and Student Activities. Mel Mancuao and Jeff Pearce are not p~
tured. The next Thursday Volleyball Laagua wlll begin on Jan. 21, with the registration deadline on Jan. 14. 

World Games T-shirts available in January 
By RODDRICK JOHNSON 
Stall' Reporter 

Starting in January, College of the Mainland Police Of
ficer Vernon Ewell will help sell T-shirts for the World 
Games being held in Chapel Hill, Durham and Raleigh, 
N.C., June 26 to July 4 for the 1999 Special Olympics. 

Both of Ewell's children, Mary Beth, 20, and Scott, 22, 
have been chosen to participate in this event. COM stu
dent Mary Beth is participating in the 4x100 relay, 400 

•, 

meter racetwalk, JOO mctter race/Wall, and shotput, she 
currently is working in COM Press. Scott, who works at 
HEB in Santa Fe, is competing in volleyball. 

The T-shirts will be $10 for short sleeve shirts and $12 
or $14 for long sleeves. 

Proceeds will go to the athletes to help cover their ex
penses while at these games. 

For further information about the T-shirts, contact Ewell 
at the COM Police Team at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free 
(888) 528-8859 Ext. 403. 

COM community band 
offers free performance 
By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Community Concert Band 
is offering a free music performance on Dec. 14 in the 
Fine Arts Building at 8 p.m. 

The band will perform many songs the average sym
phony fan can enjoy. These pieces include " Mars" from 
The Planets by 19th century composer Gustave Holt and 
"The Syncopated Clock" by Leroy Anderson.Viva Italia 
arranged by Jack Bullock includes "0 s·ole Mio," "Tar
antella ," "Funiculi, Funicula". 

In addition to playing some Christmas favorites, Looney 
Tunes fans will be pleased to know that tthe band will 
play a piece called "Looney Tunes Overture." For John 
Phillip Sousa enthusiasts, the band will perform the stir

- ring march, Semper Fidelis. 

3-on-3 toumam~nt 

First place winners of the COM 3-on-3 basket~ 
ball tournament held Nov. 18 are (from left} stu
dents Jarry Sonnier, Thomas Allen and Thomas 
Owens. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Turkey Trot pa~ticipants prepare to take off 

The 22nd Annual Texaa Turkey Trot Fun Run/Walk participants In the 3- and 8-mlle events stand at the 1tartlng Hne Nov. 21. They are honoring a race tradition which 
calls tor partlclpanta to shake hand1 and wish uch othar luck before taking off. Anyo.,. la ellgtble to participate. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

r • 

• 
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Fairs fund scholarships 
By RODDRICK JOHNSON 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board 
sponsored two book fairs, one on Nov. 11 and the other 
on Nov. 24, in the Technical/Vocational Building. The 
books sold at 40 to 70 percent of retail prices. The two 
fairs offered many different kinds of books on subjects 
such as education, general interest, children's topics and 
cooking as well as best sellers. The Nov. 11 book fair 
raised $152 and the Nov. 24 book fair raised $94. 

Ten percent of the books sold went to SAB scholar
ships. SAB gives out two $200 and three $100 scholar
ships each semester. The scholarships go to the five sto
dents who put in the most time for conducting SAB ac
tivities for students. 

For more information about SAB, contact SAB sponsor 
Urick at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free at (888) 258-8859, 
Ext. 418. 

RSVP hosts flu shot project 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

The Retired and Senior Volunteer Progr<\m of Galveston 
County hosted the RSVP Flu Shot Project administered 
by the Galveston County Health District in the College of 
the Mainland Student Center Nov. 16. 

Three hundred seventy-seven people including a com
bination of COM students, faculty, staff and. community 
members received flu shots. The cost was $5 or free to 
those eligible for Medicare. Approximately half of the 
recipients were medicare eligible said Olda Perez, RSVP 
volunteer coordinator. 

People aged 65 and above are at a higher risk of seri
ous illnes or death resulting from influenza and pneumo
aia. Thereto~ aooo«ksg to the Texas-Department of 
Hea1th, they should also obtain pneumonia shots. These 
shots are offered when receiving flu shots. 

Those who missed getting the flu shots can obtain them 
-from their physician or from local health clinics. 
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Betty Pollfka, fine arts ,professor (left), advises Ginger Robinson during early on-campua registration In the 
COM Administration Building, Dec. 1-Dec. 11. Due to telephone registration which began Dec. 1, the lines for 
registering in person were short. The Registration Advisory Committee totally revamped the process allowing 
the registration of 1,060 students by 4:30 p.m. Dec. 11 succesaful. (Photo by Danial M. Decker) 

Early registration running smoothly 
Continued from Page 1-----------
due Jan. 13. 

Griffith, who teaches thennal technology, explained that 
early registration for the spring semester was only avail
able to students for 10 days as opposed to the 24 days for 
the fall semester. He also said, "We only need 71 more 
students to register to match the numbers for early regis
tration last semester." Since phone registration is con
tinuing through-Jan. 8, surpassing that number is a possi
bility. Regular on-campus registration is Jan. 5 and 6. 

Griffith, who wus a constant sight at the registration 
tables, produced a daily report on the numbers complete 

with a graph and student cqmments. 
Some of the students who" spoke to Griffith attributed 

the success of early registration to bejng able to register 
by phone. "Wonderful! No other way but by phone. Five 
minutes and you're registered before you go to work in 
the morning," said one student. 

But it's not just students praising early registration. A 
program assistant was heard to say, .. This is really work
ing ... I think it's great!" 

The lines to register in person were almost non-exis
tent, Griffith said. On average, COM registered approxi
mately 100 students a day. 

Boob tube defines, shapes families across country 
By AMY K. PATIACH 
Managing Editor 

Editor's Note: This is the final part in a three-part se
ries on families. Part 1 defined family. Part 2 compared 
the traditiana/ American family of the 1950s with today S 
American family. This part will discuss the i,rfluence of 
television on-today S American family. 

Many families today spend their "quality" time together 
vegged out in front of the TV set. It's absolutely amazing 
that this 1940s creation which became popular in the 
1950s is the primary source of entertainment today. The 
television is our news source, our entertainment and our 
baby sitter. 

Since it was introduced to our society, television has 
and will continue to socialize us and our children in Ways 
we never imagined. But whom can we blame? "In most_ 
American households, the television is on at least seven 
hours each day," write the authors .of The Marriage and 
Family Experienc.e, 7th edition, Bryan Strong, Christine 
De Vault and Barbara W. Sayad. Marriage also says the 
only other activity that occupies more of a child's or 
adolescent's time is sleep. 

So what are children learning from television'? Many 
things. Programs such as Sesame Street and Barney teach 
children how to read and count, learn shapes and colors, 
and share. Other shows, such as The Cosby Show, Moesha 
and Full House teach viewers about life problems and 
ways to correct them in a simplistic manner. Prograffis 
such as King of the Hill, Roseanne and Grace Under Fire 
depict the struggle most blue collar families undergo. 

But it's programs such as South Park, Ren arul Stimpy 

' 
I 

and Beavis and Butthead that keep children glued to TV 
sets across the country. Their violent antics and demented 
humor is entertaining to this culture. 

But what k4td of message does it send? Sen. Herb Kohl, 
D-Wis., said, "TV causes ... serious and pervasive violence 
in normal...youngsters who watch TV attentively and 
regularly. What results from this psychic abuse is the im
poverishment of personality and the trivialization of life." 
• Children are easily influenced by the TV programs they 
watch. In mid-November a Houston television-news sta
tion did a special piece on the effects of TV on children. 
The station set up an observational experiment using a 
group of children and a television. The station showed 
children shows such as the Mighty Morphin Power Rang
ers and Big Bad Beetle Borgs. The 
station reported that the children 
watching the programs were 
mimicing the characters on the tele
vision. Both boys and girls were 
throwing punches and kicking each 
other. 

the cast of Frasier. We want clean skin like Party of Five 
actress Jennifer Love Hewitt. 

But these are not the only influences TV has over us. In 
some ways it has made our lives much easier. Church ser
vices are available to us in rhe comfort of our own homes 
via television. Shopping can be done 24 hours a day. You 
watch the latest blockbusters without even going to th~ 
theater or video store. You can even take defensive driv
ing at home. In some places children sit with headphones 
on while they are taught by TV teachers. 

The impact television has had on American families 
today is inconceivable. It has become a necessity in most 
households. Television has and will continue to shape an(i 
mold the lives of American families. 

But children aren't the only ones 
influenced by television. Maay res
taurants and bars make most of their 
money on nights when gam~s are 
on. It is the football and basketball 
games on TV and cheap prices of 
food and beverages that drive them 
into the restaurants. 

Lunch specials and 
$1.99 margaritas 

TV celebrities endorse the cloth
es we buy and the shoes we wear. 
We "want to be like Mike" with our 
Nikes·. We want to drink milk like 

• 

Monday through Friday 
11 a.m. • 3 p.rn 

(281) 332-4195 
Fax (281) 332-8556 

• 

• 

Located behind Ftt 1 
Cafe-1 Cantina 

••• 

.• 

.• 

.• 

.• 

. .. 

.• 

.• 

• 

.• 

• 
.• 

l 
I 

L 

', 



1 

'. 

',.. .i 
• • 

...r.", • 

Pages 6 & 7, Dttember 1998, InterCOM 

Merry Christmas from InterCOM 

Christmas is a magical time that evokes memories of holiday's past. Whether it is receiving the perfect gift, 
spending time with loved ones, singing carols, trimming the tree, or overindulging on Christnu1.s dinner, al-
most everyone has a favorite memory. · 

Each year the lnterCOM staff shares our Christmas memories. We hope you enjoy reading them and that 
they bring your favorite Christmas moment to mind. 

' 

Despitefears,.first Texas Christmas comes·1'-----------~-------
'Tis the season to be jolly, or is it? Regardless of the circumstances, the holiday season must go on. For 

some, Christmas is a time to spend with their families and friends. But what would you do if you thought there 
wouldn't be time to get ready to celebrate Christmas? 

My most memorable Christmas season has to be my arrival in the great state of Texas from Los Angeles in 
the winter of 1990. Being a young but very bright kid of 11, our mov_e from a major city to th.e small suburb of 
League City seemed like an adventure. However, because everything seemed to be put on a major hold during 

-- Ser,,ing, helping others makes Christmas rewarding ... 
The most rewarding Christmas Day I can remember was in 1992. 

. . . . . our move, my Christmas season was almost ruined that year. ' 
First of all, my whole family on my mother's side, my great-grandfather, my mother, two aunts and an unele 

came to help my grandparents and me move. With Christmas four days away, it didn't seem like my Christmas 
could happen. 

My family got up early on Christmas morning and opened presents, and 
then went to church like we do every year. 

Afterward, instead of just relaxing the rest of the day, we did some
thing different-we spent the rest of the afternoon serving dinner 

My favorite Christmas memory is when I was about 
8 years old. I had retired to bed early the night of Dec. 
24, with dreams of castles in the air. 

My family and I had !,o stay in a hotel the first three days in Texas, and Ch.ristmas Eve was right around the 
comer. 1 mean how wotifd you feel? 

· and washing dishes at the Dominican Mother House at St. Dominic 

Center in Houston. 
.1 never ihought I could have so much fun cleaning and serving. My 

sister Katie and I soaked each other with the sink waler gun and played 
with all the cool utensils in the kitchen. However, that is not the part 1 
truly enjoyed-it was the gilts I gave. 

I arose early the next morning and with visions of 
glory, raced for the star-crested Christmas tree, A 
glorious sight awaited me. Before my eyes was the 
angelic Christmas tree, with presents 'piled around it. 
But what caught my eye was the large train cruising 
around the tree. The engine was pulling a coal car and 
a'"'lboose. It was lhe most awesome present I received 
t•t Chrislmas. 

Our biggest problem in moving was that my family left too early, and the people we bought the house from 
weren't ready for us to move in. Nevertheless, the day before Christmas Eve we did get to move into our new 
Texas home. 

With lots and Jots of things to do and Christmas only two days away, I got adapted to my neighborhood by 
playing basketball, while my family prepared for Christmas. Spending time with my family working and laughing, giving other 

people the opportunity to spend the holiday with their families, and talking 
· '· to the nuns whuse families could not be with them, cost me no money. I 

will cherish that memory for years. 

Cl, 
0 n Christmas Eve my family put up the tree and lights while I ... thought and thought about what my holiday had in store for me. 

0 n the morning of Christmas, I awoke nervous, not 

... 
- by Steve Pifer 

Russell shows off a car he received for 
Chrl1tmas. 

asters of the Universe fulfill Christmas desires 

Michael 
opens 1 

present on 
Christmas 

morning. 
His Maatera 

of tha 
Universe 

Eternla 
castle la In 

the beck· 
ground. 

Like most boys growing up in the '80s, I collected Ma_sters of the Universe toys. I had He-Man, Skeletot and just 
about every other figure. 1 remember all the wars I had with them. I pitted good against evil and man against 
monster. I had all the castle battle set~ and enjoyed flinging toys off their roofs and having·the men 
fall down trap doors or get lodged between closiilg cblrs. · 

Around Christmas '87, the He-Man tine presented a new castle. This castle was called 
Eternia, and it was dubbed "the ultimate battle ground." It consisted of three large towers; 
the center tower was more than two foet tall and its two surrounding towers about a l 1/2 
feet tall. 

A track on which the three vehicles that came with the set could travel was attached to 
each tower and circled the entire castle. The left tower had a trap door that closed when 
th.e vehicles hit a rnck that sat on the track. The right tower had as a peak a large snake 
that could move up and down. The center tower had a moat. The main entrance was a 
lion's mouth which. could close. The lion's arms which could also close were on each side 
of the bridge over the moat. The back of the middle tower opened up revealing th.rec 
stories that could be reached by an elevator. The second floor eve_n had a throne and a 
weapons rack. 

I dreamed of getting that castle, but never thought my parents would get it for me because I knew it had to be wry expensive. 
On Christmas morning when I went to open my presents, I noticed an unwrapped box that seemed twice my height and just aS wide. 

I paid no attention to it because I figured a box that big wa.., a present for my parents. But when I looked at it, I saw it had pictures of 
He-Man and his friend fighting Skeletor's army. I knew then it was Eternia. 

• 

I enjoyed that present for many years. I fought countless battles on that castle and amazingly never had one casualty. 
To this day I still have that castle. I keep it in our storage room on display. Every time friends come over I take them to my storage 

mom and show them my greatest Christmas present. and we reminisce about 1he days when He-Man ruled the world. 

•· :" : · ; ·by Michael Navarro 
'• 

Tra 
Christmas in the Decker home has always been accompanied by certain traditions, as well 

as the usual sights, smells and tastes of the holiday season. 
We watch White Christmas almost every day starting at Thanksgiving and ending Christmas 

Day, or until one of my brothers or I take it upon ourselves to hide the videotape to preserve •' 
sanity. We also enjoy my mother's date roll and hot chocolate, with a bit of rum. One of our · 
traditions is putting kiddie toys in the stockings: dart guns, sponge ball guns and disc shooters. 

Christmas morning, four years ago, everyone got some sort of plastic or foam projectile 
weapon in his or her stocking, including my parents. And th.at's when the fun started. 

No one was safe from my p.irents. They would sneak around corners, let loose a barrage of ·• 
darts and sponge balls, then run before we could get a shot at them. 

· Needless to say, "war" erupted in the Decker house. People were running to and fro, taking 
cover behind couches, behind doors and picking wildly aimed ammo out of the Christmas 
tree. I took refuge in the kitchen among the goodies (the date roll, turkey, ham, homemade 

cookies and other yummy stuff I wasn't supposed ,. 
lo be snitching). Looking into the living room 
from the safe zone (the kitchen), I saw an 
unrelenting volley of darts and foam projectiles 
flying back and forth, accompanied by wild 
laughter and an occasional "ow!" · 

Everything settled down after an hour or so. 
Maybe because !he weapons had either broken 
from over~, or the darts and ammo had 
disappeared--hehind the television and 

btx1kshelves, under beds and in the Christmas tree. 
Or maybe it was because we were all just dog 
tired. 

Every year sirice then, the stockings have been 
packed with gag gifts and small toys, and we 
children always make sure Mother and Father get 
at least one plastic weapon with which to "torture" 
everyone. 

·by Daniel M. Decker 

.: ~~~!~m':!,?i~84~~d~!,!~!~~~t~b~eamsand rt 
wond,rrul pa,ents. ~ 

After a torturous day of staring in wide-eyed impatience at the mountain of 
assorted boxes and wrapped packages that made up our holiday loot, my sister 
Catherine, 3, and I reluctantly shuffled into our bedroom and feigned sleep, 

•· unable to contain the adrenaline rushes th.at came every time we thought of 
leaping out of bed at the first light of morning to dive into our Christmas presents. 
SomehOw l drifted off, listening to the low voices of my Aunt Leigh, Grandma 
Ford, Mother and Father. 

When I snapped awake, convinced I'd heard sleighbells, it w.as all quiet and 
completely dark save a Warm amber light from somewhere down the hall. 

I got up to investigate, my little bare feet slicking to the icy tile floor as I 
tiptoed toward the living room. I held my breath, hoping to catch. a glimpse of the 
great and mysterious wonder.I. knew simply as, "Santa." Rounding the corner, I 

I 

saw not the man, but the proof. 
Under' the shining tree, wh.ich my 

mother always kept lighted Christmas 
night, was the most beautiful Barbie 
doll I had ever seen. She wore an 
elegant white dress with little red 

· velvet hearts all over it. 
Awestruck, I kneh,beside the doll 

taking great care not to touch her, for, 
as everyone knew, disturbing a gift 
from Santa before daybreak wai; 
strictly forbidden. 

My Aunt Leigh was asleep on the 
couch and stirred at my presence. She 
Jet me lie down on th.e couch beside 
her to await the dawn, and I fell asleep 
in the soft glow of a twinkling tree, 

. gazing at my very first Barbie doll. 
-by Rachel Delanoix 

' 

knowing wha1 my day would be like. My 
palms were sweating and I had 

butterflies in my stomach as I ran 
toward the tree. Despite my 

I still feel touched every year as I think back on that Christmas. 
And to this day, every Christmas season my family gels a Christmas 

card from the Dominican Mother House wishing us well. Their gratitude is 
probably the most precious gift I have ever received. Amy puts protective arma around her baby slater, 

Katie. doubts, Christmas had come, and 
together with my family I • ' 

experienced Christmas in oui-· 
new Texas home.. . 

-by Russell Kinchlow ·· 

Time with family brings 
Christmas joy, memories 

Christmas is still a very 
exciting time for me. But 
wh.en I was little it was 
really special. A couple of 
weeks before Christmas we 
would decorate the whole 
house. We would put lights 
outside and decorate the 
Christmas tree. My mom 
would also put lights 
around the living room. 

My parents used to wake 
me up early on Christmas 
mqrning to open the . 
·presents. For dinner my mom usually cook~d turkey, dressing, 
macaroni and cheese, as well as broccoli with cheese. 
Sometimes she also madf a cake. 

During the Christmas holidays my family and I also would 
go to my Grandma's to eat. She used to cook huge dinners for 
us. After dinner we would watch TV or play games. When I 
was little, Grandma also used to give me presents. 

-by Amy K Patlach 

.~ 
F amity special holiday gift 

Every year around Christmas I receive a very special gift, the gift of 
celebrating the holiday season with the ones I love the mosl-my family. 

Every Christmas we all join tugether at my grandparents' home to 
celebrate Christmrui. Day. The atmosphere is always filled with love, 
happiness, hope and good holiday cheer. 

My family always prepares a delicious holiday feast-turkey and all 
the trimmings, including my 
aunt's scrumptious sweet 
potato pies. Good food, good 
conversation and good 
company are aplenty. 

My family truly is the most 
precious and valuable gift to 
me; they are mure precious 
th.an diamonds and gold. They 
make the holiday season a 
special and joyous occasion, 
filled with Joye, honor and 

'I'll be home for Christmas ... ' 
Last year I visited my aunt's home in La. Marque. Because 

she is my dad's sister, I don't get a chance to see those family 
members that often. I was very excited to see my cousins. We 
watched basketball games and listened to music. 

Torrie show• off her stuffed animals. respect for our Lord Jesus 

Christ in heaven for giving us the blessing every year of celebrating the 
holiday season together. ·we also are thankful to be alive and well. 

"I'll be home for Christmas, you can count on me/I'll be home for Christmas, but 
only in my dreams." 

Hearing that familiar Christmas melody brought back memories of a Ch.ristmas 
long ago, when a Cathe: dreamed of coming home and a little girl dreamed only of 
having that wish come true. 

The year was 1949, rhe little girl lived in Stuttgart, Germany, and the father was a 

7-yaar~ld Aatrld and lier mother 
In Stuttgart, German11 

captive in a Russian concentration camp. 
I was th.at little girl, and at 7 longed to have 

my father home .. The last time l had seen him 
was when I was 2. I remember waiting with my 
parents at a rail station outside of Berlin (where 
we all were born) fo.r a troop train to take him 
bacR. to the Russian front during World War II 
after a furlough.. He was standing in the 
crowded train car holding on lo a ceiling strap 
as my mother and I strained for the last glimpse 
of him. 

It was shortly before Christmas of '49 that 
we found out my father had been placed on a 
train heading home from Siberia. The train was 
already undeiway when Russian officials 
stopped it to pluck him and several other 
prisoners of war off the train. We learned this 
devastating news from a prisoner friend of my 
father's who was allowed to return to Germany. 

My father was eventually released from the 
prison camp, but not until after my mother and I 
were already living in the United States. She 
received the telegram in November I 953. He 
made it home in time for Christmas, but.not to 
our home in the States. -By Astrid H. Lowery 

• 

And I give praise lo my Heavenly Father for my most valuable and 

I think Christmas is.a good time for everyone lo be with th.cir cherished gift-my family. -by Torrie Mickens 

families and to have fun. -by Rodd.rick Johnson 

Swatch Watch leads to Christmas deception 
The Christmas I was in the 10th grade 1 needed a 

Swatch Watch. My friends had Swatches. They were 
featured in all the teen magazines. Swatch commercials' 
were playing constantly on MTV. Anyone who was 
anyone had a Swatch. 

I did not have a Swatch. 
And being a typical teenager, guided by peer pressure· 

and advertising hype, I knew my life 

could not continue if I remained 
Swatchless. 

I told everyone I knew about this 
burning desire. My parents didn't seem 
to ihink it was that big a deal and were 
convinced [ would continue to live even 
if I did not get a Swatch. One of them, 
my mother I believe, even had the nerve 
to ask me what a Swatch was when I first 
mentioned it to her. 

said she would try. 
My sister lived in Maryland and planned to send a 

package of presents home. I anxiously awaited the mail each 
day. Finally, the box arrived, but my Wrapped gift was not a 
size consistent with a watch. l panicked. I had to know what 
was in that box. I knew my sister was cruel enough to tfy to 
mislead me by placing it in a larger box, I waited until 

Sunday, and suddenly came down with a cold. 
· My family went to chruch, leaving me and the 

Christmas presents alone in the house. After 
much searching (I think my mother knew me too 
well), I discovered the gift from my sister. I 
deviously, yet carefully peeled back the tape and 
the wrapping paper. I opened the box:, and there 
was my black Swatch watch with its multi
colored plastic adornments. I ecstatically, but 
carefully, rewrapped the box. 

Finally, one of my sisters said she 
wo1.1ld try to get me one. I warned her 
that they were very popular and the best 
colors sold out fast. I wantt.(I basic black 
with different col-;,red plastic strips that 
were stretched over the watch face. She 

Pab1cla tries out a ·different 

One of the hardest things I've ever done is 
pretend I wasn't ecstatic. When we opened 
presents on Christmas Eve, I believe I exhibited 
the proper amount of joy. I had my Swatch. 1 was 
in fashion. I could continue to live and I coukl 
proudly hold my head (and wrist) up at school. kind of accessory, a candy 

necklace. 

• 

By the way, by the next Christmas, Swatche_s 
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Sports/Recreation 

Co-ed volleyball fall league winners 

Winners of the COM Thursday Co..ed Fall "'AB" Volleyball League Include (from left) Roy McCulloch; Susan 
Emmlte, adjunct math Instructor; Joe Mancuso; Lorie Whitmire; John Glowczwakl; and Maryann Urick, 
coordinator of Recreational Programs and Student Activities. Mel Mancuao and Jeff Pearce are not p~
tured. The next Thursday Volleyball Laagua wlll begin on Jan. 21, with the registration deadline on Jan. 14. 

World Games T-shirts available in January 
By RODDRICK JOHNSON 
Stall' Reporter 

Starting in January, College of the Mainland Police Of
ficer Vernon Ewell will help sell T-shirts for the World 
Games being held in Chapel Hill, Durham and Raleigh, 
N.C., June 26 to July 4 for the 1999 Special Olympics. 

Both of Ewell's children, Mary Beth, 20, and Scott, 22, 
have been chosen to participate in this event. COM stu
dent Mary Beth is participating in the 4x100 relay, 400 

•, 

meter racetwalk, JOO mctter race/Wall, and shotput, she 
currently is working in COM Press. Scott, who works at 
HEB in Santa Fe, is competing in volleyball. 

The T-shirts will be $10 for short sleeve shirts and $12 
or $14 for long sleeves. 

Proceeds will go to the athletes to help cover their ex
penses while at these games. 

For further information about the T-shirts, contact Ewell 
at the COM Police Team at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free 
(888) 528-8859 Ext. 403. 

COM community band 
offers free performance 
By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Community Concert Band 
is offering a free music performance on Dec. 14 in the 
Fine Arts Building at 8 p.m. 

The band will perform many songs the average sym
phony fan can enjoy. These pieces include " Mars" from 
The Planets by 19th century composer Gustave Holt and 
"The Syncopated Clock" by Leroy Anderson.Viva Italia 
arranged by Jack Bullock includes "0 s·ole Mio," "Tar
antella ," "Funiculi, Funicula". 

In addition to playing some Christmas favorites, Looney 
Tunes fans will be pleased to know that tthe band will 
play a piece called "Looney Tunes Overture." For John 
Phillip Sousa enthusiasts, the band will perform the stir

- ring march, Semper Fidelis. 

3-on-3 toumam~nt 

First place winners of the COM 3-on-3 basket~ 
ball tournament held Nov. 18 are (from left} stu
dents Jarry Sonnier, Thomas Allen and Thomas 
Owens. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Turkey Trot pa~ticipants prepare to take off 

The 22nd Annual Texaa Turkey Trot Fun Run/Walk participants In the 3- and 8-mlle events stand at the 1tartlng Hne Nov. 21. They are honoring a race tradition which 
calls tor partlclpanta to shake hand1 and wish uch othar luck before taking off. Anyo.,. la ellgtble to participate. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

r • 

• 

• 

Fairs fund scholarships 
By RODDRICK JOHNSON 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board 
sponsored two book fairs, one on Nov. 11 and the other 
on Nov. 24, in the Technical/Vocational Building. The 
books sold at 40 to 70 percent of retail prices. The two 
fairs offered many different kinds of books on subjects 
such as education, general interest, children's topics and 
cooking as well as best sellers. The Nov. 11 book fair 
raised $152 and the Nov. 24 book fair raised $94. 

Ten percent of the books sold went to SAB scholar
ships. SAB gives out two $200 and three $100 scholar
ships each semester. The scholarships go to the five sto
dents who put in the most time for conducting SAB ac
tivities for students. 

For more information about SAB, contact SAB sponsor 
Urick at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free at (888) 258-8859, 
Ext. 418. 

RSVP hosts flu shot project 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

The Retired and Senior Volunteer Progr<\m of Galveston 
County hosted the RSVP Flu Shot Project administered 
by the Galveston County Health District in the College of 
the Mainland Student Center Nov. 16. 

Three hundred seventy-seven people including a com
bination of COM students, faculty, staff and. community 
members received flu shots. The cost was $5 or free to 
those eligible for Medicare. Approximately half of the 
recipients were medicare eligible said Olda Perez, RSVP 
volunteer coordinator. 

People aged 65 and above are at a higher risk of seri
ous illnes or death resulting from influenza and pneumo
aia. Thereto~ aooo«ksg to the Texas-Department of 
Hea1th, they should also obtain pneumonia shots. These 
shots are offered when receiving flu shots. 

Those who missed getting the flu shots can obtain them 
-from their physician or from local health clinics. 

loterCOM, D<cember 1!1!18, Page 5 

Betty Pollfka, fine arts ,professor (left), advises Ginger Robinson during early on-campua registration In the 
COM Administration Building, Dec. 1-Dec. 11. Due to telephone registration which began Dec. 1, the lines for 
registering in person were short. The Registration Advisory Committee totally revamped the process allowing 
the registration of 1,060 students by 4:30 p.m. Dec. 11 succesaful. (Photo by Danial M. Decker) 

Early registration running smoothly 
Continued from Page 1-----------
due Jan. 13. 

Griffith, who teaches thennal technology, explained that 
early registration for the spring semester was only avail
able to students for 10 days as opposed to the 24 days for 
the fall semester. He also said, "We only need 71 more 
students to register to match the numbers for early regis
tration last semester." Since phone registration is con
tinuing through-Jan. 8, surpassing that number is a possi
bility. Regular on-campus registration is Jan. 5 and 6. 

Griffith, who wus a constant sight at the registration 
tables, produced a daily report on the numbers complete 

with a graph and student cqmments. 
Some of the students who" spoke to Griffith attributed 

the success of early registration to bejng able to register 
by phone. "Wonderful! No other way but by phone. Five 
minutes and you're registered before you go to work in 
the morning," said one student. 

But it's not just students praising early registration. A 
program assistant was heard to say, .. This is really work
ing ... I think it's great!" 

The lines to register in person were almost non-exis
tent, Griffith said. On average, COM registered approxi
mately 100 students a day. 

Boob tube defines, shapes families across country 
By AMY K. PATIACH 
Managing Editor 

Editor's Note: This is the final part in a three-part se
ries on families. Part 1 defined family. Part 2 compared 
the traditiana/ American family of the 1950s with today S 
American family. This part will discuss the i,rfluence of 
television on-today S American family. 

Many families today spend their "quality" time together 
vegged out in front of the TV set. It's absolutely amazing 
that this 1940s creation which became popular in the 
1950s is the primary source of entertainment today. The 
television is our news source, our entertainment and our 
baby sitter. 

Since it was introduced to our society, television has 
and will continue to socialize us and our children in Ways 
we never imagined. But whom can we blame? "In most_ 
American households, the television is on at least seven 
hours each day," write the authors .of The Marriage and 
Family Experienc.e, 7th edition, Bryan Strong, Christine 
De Vault and Barbara W. Sayad. Marriage also says the 
only other activity that occupies more of a child's or 
adolescent's time is sleep. 

So what are children learning from television'? Many 
things. Programs such as Sesame Street and Barney teach 
children how to read and count, learn shapes and colors, 
and share. Other shows, such as The Cosby Show, Moesha 
and Full House teach viewers about life problems and 
ways to correct them in a simplistic manner. Prograffis 
such as King of the Hill, Roseanne and Grace Under Fire 
depict the struggle most blue collar families undergo. 

But it's programs such as South Park, Ren arul Stimpy 

' 
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and Beavis and Butthead that keep children glued to TV 
sets across the country. Their violent antics and demented 
humor is entertaining to this culture. 

But what k4td of message does it send? Sen. Herb Kohl, 
D-Wis., said, "TV causes ... serious and pervasive violence 
in normal...youngsters who watch TV attentively and 
regularly. What results from this psychic abuse is the im
poverishment of personality and the trivialization of life." 
• Children are easily influenced by the TV programs they 
watch. In mid-November a Houston television-news sta
tion did a special piece on the effects of TV on children. 
The station set up an observational experiment using a 
group of children and a television. The station showed 
children shows such as the Mighty Morphin Power Rang
ers and Big Bad Beetle Borgs. The 
station reported that the children 
watching the programs were 
mimicing the characters on the tele
vision. Both boys and girls were 
throwing punches and kicking each 
other. 

the cast of Frasier. We want clean skin like Party of Five 
actress Jennifer Love Hewitt. 

But these are not the only influences TV has over us. In 
some ways it has made our lives much easier. Church ser
vices are available to us in rhe comfort of our own homes 
via television. Shopping can be done 24 hours a day. You 
watch the latest blockbusters without even going to th~ 
theater or video store. You can even take defensive driv
ing at home. In some places children sit with headphones 
on while they are taught by TV teachers. 

The impact television has had on American families 
today is inconceivable. It has become a necessity in most 
households. Television has and will continue to shape an(i 
mold the lives of American families. 

But children aren't the only ones 
influenced by television. Maay res
taurants and bars make most of their 
money on nights when gam~s are 
on. It is the football and basketball 
games on TV and cheap prices of 
food and beverages that drive them 
into the restaurants. 

Lunch specials and 
$1.99 margaritas 

TV celebrities endorse the cloth
es we buy and the shoes we wear. 
We "want to be like Mike" with our 
Nikes·. We want to drink milk like 

• 

Monday through Friday 
11 a.m. • 3 p.rn 

(281) 332-4195 
Fax (281) 332-8556 

• 
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Located behind Ftt 1 
Cafe-1 Cantina 
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News/Features 

High schoolers earn cosmetology credits 
By DANIEL M. DECKER, 
Staff Photographer 

College of the Mainland offers a .~smeotology class 
to high school students which allows them to acquire 
some college hours. Presently, 18 Santa Fe and 
Hitchcock high school students are concurrently en
rolled in high school and the COM Cosmetology Pro
gram. 

On Nov. 17, COM participated in the Santa Fe High 
School College Career Day and was represented in 
various areas including Student Financial Aid, diesel/ 
automotive, journalism and Spanish. 

Other enterprises represented at Career Day included 
local news papers, radio stations, Army and Navy re
cruiters, dentists and small businesses. 

The COM Cosmetology Program set up a display 
and demonstration "to spread awareness," said Ellen 
Johnson, professor of cosmetology. 

Her students showed off their talents by styling visi
tors' hair free of charge. Hair styles also were demon
strated on mannequin heads. 

Johnson said COM offers the dual enrollment classes 
to high school students who know that they want to 
enter the cosmetology field. They then can get a job 
immediately after high school. 

Students can begin taking cosmetology classes part
time in their in high school junior year, she said. The 
program takes part-time students six semesters to com
plete, taking eight hours per semester. When they fin
ish high schOOI, they already will have their certifi
cate and be eligible for employment. 

Full-time cosmetology students are on a 16-credit 
hour schedule and can complete their certificates in 
three semesters. 

For more infonnation about the Cosmetology Pro-

COM cosmetology student Linda Aguilar gives 
Santa Fa High Schooler Seiko Koguchi a new look 
at the Santa Fa High School College Career Day 
Nov. 17. In back Is Santa Fe High School student 
Amy Tedder. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

gram, contact Connie Foster or Johnson and Pamela 
Jones and Johnson at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 482 and 481, respectively. 

COM Bookstore buys back used texts 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Starr Reporter 

With the spring semester right around the comer, the 
College of the Mainland Bookstore.will begin buying back 
used books Dec. 14 to 18, and Jan. 4 to 8. 

Texts, not including workbooks, will be bought !Jack 
for one-half the purchase price. All books must be in a 
fair condition; for example, they should not have any tom 

Spring registration begins, 
payment deadline Jan. 8 

The winter holidays and the spring semester are 
coming sooner than you think. College of the Main
land will be closed from Dec. 20 .• Jan. 3. Spring 
semester classes begin Jan. 11. If you didn't par
ticipate in early registration, which ran Dec. 1 
through Dec. 11, you will need to register during 
regular registration Ja·n. 5 and 6. 

Telephone registration which began Dec. 1 will 
continue through Jan. 8. Fee payment must be made 
by noon Jan. 8 or you will be dropped from classes. 

To register by phone dial (409) 935-8900 and 
carefully follow each instruction. Fliers with instruc
tions for phone registration are available in the Ad
ministration Building. 

For eligible returning students who want to by
pass long lines and the stress of scheduling classes 
in person, telephone registration is the ideal alter
native. If your attempt to register by phone fails the 
first time, try again or call Admissions at ( 409) 938-
1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, fat. 266. 

r 
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or missing pages, excessive writing, food or water stains, 
or severe spine damage. 

It is not necessary to bring a receipt or schedule to sell 
back books. 

Student!!. who pay their entire tuition and fees before 
noon of Jan. 8, will receive a one-time 5 percent discount 
at the bookstore when presenting their receipts. 

For more infonnation contact the COM Bookstore at 
(409) 938-1211 or toll-free at (888) 258-8859, Ext 239. 

• 

· Sexual harassment 
threatens everyone 
By RODDRICKJOHNSON 
Staff Reporter 

Have you ever felt you have been sexually harassed by 
anoth~r student or even a teacher at College of the Main~ 
land? If you think you have, help is available. 

But what is sexual harassment? 
Sexual harassment is a form of sex discrimination that 

violates local, state and federal law if it takes place in the 
workplace. It can include unwelcome sexual advances, 
unwelcome requests or uTlwanted touching or grabbing, 
according to the pamphlet About Sexual Harassment in 
the Workplace, available in the COM Counseling and 
Testing Center located on the second floor of the Student 
Center. 

Although sexual harassment affects both men and 
women, in most instances, it involves a man sexually ha
rassing a woman .. However, sexual harassment-can also 
be a woman harassing a man, a woman harassing a woman 
or a man harassing a man. 

Sexual harassment can result in emotional and physi
cal pain, and can cause personal and financial problems. 
It can also take many forms. 

Some possible forms of sexual harassment can include 
verbal threats or insults, pressure for dates or offensive 
jokes or teasing. It can be sexual harassment if someone 
continues to ask you for a date even if you've already 
refused. 

Sexual harassment can be physical cornering or trap
ping, or pinching and grabbing. It may even be habitually 
brushing up against you in sensitive areas. 

If you are experiencing sexual harassment at COM, sev
eral people can help you. One persoit to call is Dr. Will
iam T. Spillar, a COM advisement counselor, who is the 
student advocate. He may be reached at Ext. 215. 

Students can also go to acting Dean Alex Pralt. Pratt 
may be reached through his secretary at Ext. 229. If you 
feel uncomfortable_ talking to either man, you may· con
tact counselors Althea Choates and Lei,:oy August in the 
Counseling Center or you may call them at Exts. 320 and 
287, respectively. 

Another person to contact is'Suzzanne Gust-Thomason, 
director of Human Resources. Her extension is 269. 

From off-campus, call the; college at ( 409) 938-1211 or 
toll-free at (888) 258-8859. 

If you feel you're not receiving enough ~elp at COM 
dealing with your sexual harassment problem, you may 
contact the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission 
toll-free at (800) 669-4000. 

PTK member Misty 
Wilken paints a 
design on Hannah 
Anzaldua's face at 
the PTK Chrtatmaa 
Festival Sunday, 
Dec. 6. The festival 
was held In front of 
the library arid 
offered a variety of 
games for children. 
In addition to face 
painting, the 
activities offered 
were a caka walk, 
bean bag toss, 
lollipop tree and 
sand art. PTK also 
raffled one turkey 
dinner and two 
turkeys. (Photo by 
Danial M. Decker) 

• 

lllterCOM, December 1991, Pap 9 

93Q Country celebrity attends Santa Fe coll~ge day 
By RACHEL DELANOIX 
Staff Reporter 

Santa Fe High School held a College and Career Day 
on Nov. 17. Colleges, dentists, local newspapers, Navy 
recruiters and many others had information tables se_t up. 

College of the Mainland was represented in sevefal ar
eas including cosmetology, graphic arts and Student Fi
nancial Aid. Some of the lnterCOM staff members and 
adviser Astrid H. Lowery represented the COM journal
ism program, handing out lnterCOM newspapers and in
formation fliers, and answering the students' questions. 

Of the tables lined up throughout the school cafeteriii., 
one was labeled with posters which read:· 930. Here sat 
Dave E. Crockett, radio announcer for 930 Cotintry and 
spokesman in the station's television commercial. He had 
a stack of blank paper and a black marker on the table in 
front of him, anticipating students requesting autographs, 
which he readily gave. Some even demanded signatures 
rather than asking for them. Once, when Crockett mis· 
spelled a girl's name, she pointed out his error and had 
him start over. "A lot of times, people are just nervous," 
Crockett said. He was always polite and smiling, but very 
busy doing three things at once. . 

He definitely was recognized as a local celebrity. One 
woman commented on his hair which he had recently cut 
very short. In the commercial, Crockett's hair is more than 
shoulder length. 

His girlfriend's sister attends Santa Fe and asked him 
to come. "We're here for the barb~cue," Crockett said. 

Recycled plastic everywhere 
The plastics industry is researching new uses for re

cycled plastics, while improving the quality of resins re
cycled from different plastic components in the waste 
stream, reports the Recylcing ~oalitioJLof Texas. 

c 'u~rently plastic bottles and containers can be recycled 
into products such as toys, carpet fiber and insulation. 

For information on recycling contact RCT at (888) 258-
3404 or on the Web at <http://www.recycletx.org>. 

RSVP holiday dance 

Couples take II turn around the dance floor at 
the Retired and Seniors Volunteer Program 
Christmas Party Doc. 8 In the COM Student Cen
ter. RSVP haa bean holding dances on the sec
ond Tuesday of the month from 7-10 p.m. since 
Nov. 10. For more Information contact Olda Perez 
at (409) 938-1211 ortoll-lroo (BBB) 258-8859, Ext. 
372 or 298. (Photo by Daniel Decker) 

' 
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(The school offered barbecue dinners to presenters.) 
He answered several students' questions about broad

casting and radio. They were filling out questionnaires 
for extra credit. The most common question Crockett was 
asked was about special math skills for his job. He ex
plained that no math was needed for what he did, but that 
computers have become a big part of broad
casting. Radio in general, he said, has 
changed a lot. 

"Radio today . is different from radio 20 
years ago," CroCkett said. "Computer skills 
have really taken over. You still have to be 
knowledgeable about music and be funny and 
witty, but now you have to be a technician 
also." The station's studio alone has three 
different computer systems. 

Crockett, who has been in radio for 22 
years, graduated from high school when he 
was 17, skipped college and went directly 
into broadcasting. He has worked at stations 
in Boston, Atlanta and Chicago. 

station faithfully, he explained. 
What would he say to anyone interested in getting into 

radio broadcasting today? "Don't. Radio has changed so 
much in the last four years. The competition is very strong 
and the chance of making a decent living is slim. It's very 
corporate. Not to slam radio, but it's difficult." 

In regard to the trend of stations giving 
away money and computers to· encourage 
people to listen, Crockett said: "Stations have 
always done that. We gave away a house a 
year ago." He explained that the radio sta
tion wasn't trying to "buy" listeners, as is 
commonly thought. Giving prizes to callers 
is intended as more of a reward than a bribe. 
It's a "thank you" to people who listen to the 

930 Country's Dave E. Crockett talks to Jenny Idema at the Santa Fa 
High School Collage and Career Day ~ov. 17 as Rachel Oelanolx, 
lntarCOM staff reporter, Interviews him.{Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 
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COM music Professor Sparky Koerner twirls an umbrella In hot New Orleans aacond-llne style as the Jazz En
semble plays "Woopln' Blues." carrying an umbrella In a Jazz parade Is a New Orleans tradition. Second line 
raters to parade watcher, falling In line behind the guy with the umbrella. The ensemble along with the Jazz 
Combo presented a free concert directed by Koerner In the Fine Arts Build Ing Nov. &.{Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

COMjazz performance the cats meow 
By MARK COX 
Special Correspondent 

The Blues were coming down in buckets in the College 
of the Mainland Fine Arts Building during the jazz con
cert Dec. 8. So much so, that the band's conductor, COM 
music Professor Sparky Koerner; h.ad to run out and grab 
an umbrella. : · 

With songs ranging from the slow, smooth sounds of 
Bill Cunliffe's "A Rare Connection," to the heart-pound
ing, tOe-tapping rhythms of Sammy Nestico's "Ev'ry 
Little Beat Helps," the Jazz Ensemble kept the nearly 
paC:ked recital hall glued to their chairs. 

Solos from such cool cats as Aaron Koerner on trum
pet, Charles Delgado on tenor sax, Gary Graham on pi
ano, and of course, the Cat Daddy himself, Sparky 

• 

Koerner on trumpet, made this definitely an unforgettable 
evening. 

Not to be outdone, the Jazz Combo put on-a stellar per
formance as well. From old favorites like "Lover Man" 
and "Song for My Father" to the more contemporary styles 
of"Brother Funk," the combo had heads bobbin' and fin
gers snappin' all across the hall. 

Great solos abounded during the concert. Perhaps the 
best came from Allen Oliver during the combo's first song 
"Moanin' ." It seemed as though the licks he played on his 
guitar captured the emotion he was trying to convey. 

The next concert is Dec. 14 when the Community Con
cert Band performs under the direction of Sparky Koerner. 
It will be held in the Fine Arts Building in Recital Hall, F-
117, at 8 p.m. Whether or not you caught the jazz concert, 
you won't want to miss this one. 
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Campus Life 

Hassinger's director/curator job multi-faceted 

Janet Hassinger, COM Art Gallery director and curator, shows off "Life Is Motion" by Luanna Stovall. The paint· 
Ing, which la oil on linen, Is part of Stoval l's COM Art Gallery exhibit, Rhythm of the Wheel, which clous Dae. 15. 
Ha11lnger, who selects the art for the gallery, chooses mostly Texas art and artists.(Photo by Rachel Delanolx) 

By RACHEL DELANOIX 
St&ff Reporter 

A place exists where soft golden lights shine on swirls 
of color, and beauty and tranquility fill the room. This is 
not a dream but the COM An Gallery, located in the Fine 
Arts Building. The gallery is under the supervision of Janet 

Hassinger, director and curator. 
As director, Hassinger is in charge of running the busi

ness, and as curator she is responsible for selecting the art 
and choosing ~ajar anists. Most of the art and artists 
Hassinger opts for are from Texas. 

"The directorship involves the finding, the transpona
tion and the presentation of the an." 

New government professor socialism supporter 
By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

"I am a well-intentioned socialist," says Dr. Dave Smith, 
assistant professor of government at College of the Main
land. He believes the teachings of Karl Marx and Friedrich 
Ertgels illustrated socialism as it was meant to be. 

Dr. Smith says the reason.that he became a socialist is 
because "anyone who really cares aboUt freedom and de
mocracy should oppose the exploitation and domination 
by capitalists." 

Cuba is the best example of Marxist Socialism in the 
world today, Dr .. Smith believes. Cuba, he says has with
stood American "propaganda attacks," the Bay of Pigs 
Operation, assassination attempts on Fidel Castro, sanc
tions and various other enterprises. All of these have 
worked to strengthen the will of the Cuban govemmeflt 
by increasing their resolve to never yield to capitalistic 
nations, particularly the United States. 

Dr. Smith also supports the closing of the U.S. naval 
base at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba. He says the U.S. base 
weakens the government of Cuba, and even though the 
government can close the base at any time, they don't, 
fearing U.S. and international reprisals. 

The government professor plans to go to Cuba in 1999. 
Dr. Smith, the first in his family to receive a doctorate, 

is in his first semester here at COM. He has been teach
ing for 14 years coming to COM from a three-year stint 
at York College in New York City. 

"We (Dr. Smith and his wife) like the slower pace (of 
Texas City)," he says. He also likes having the open skies 
instead of the New York skyscrapers. In New York City, 
the skyscrapers are built so close that available light is 
diminished. In addition, the World Trade Center's shadow 
can leave some neighborhoods in the dark for hours be-
• 

• 

cause it is 1,350 feet tall. 
His goals as a teacher are "to help students understand 

how government and politics work in the USA and Texas 
as well." 

If Dr. Smith could change one thing about his life, he 
says: "l guess I would like to be a better teacher. Teachers 
should never rest on th~ir laurels." He went on to say that 
teachers should work to constantly better themselves. 

Dr. Dave Smith Is the newest government professor 
at COM. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Hassinger takes her work and her duties seriously. She 
described the tedious jobs she orchestrates, such as place
ment of art and the positioning of all the lights in the gal
lery, Rows of track lighting along the ceiling illuminate 
the walls where art is hung. 

Each light has to be focused and turned just right to 
ensure that every detail of the artwork is highlighted ac
curately and attractively, according to the nature of the 
art, Hassinger explained. "It is my responsibility to hang 
the show in the best way it can be presented." 

Hassinger, who received her bachelor of fine arts de
gree from Boston University in Massachusettes, moved 
to Galveston shonly after receiving her master's degree 
from New York University. 

She studied al NYU's bra'nch in Venice, Italy, and of 
her education abroad, Hassinger said: "It-gives you a re
ally good attitude. For studying art, there's no better place 
than ~urope or New York." 

She has been with the college for 10 years and has b<::en 
gallery director for three years. 

In addition to her duties in the art gallery and teaching 
art history at COM, Hassinger also teaches watercolor at 
the Glassell School of Art in Houston. "I'm an anist. J'm 
an art instructor," she said. "I taught life drawing, water
color. I also taught design and basic drawini," 

Of the COM Art Gallery, Hassinger said: "The quality 
of the art we show is equal lo the best galleries and small 
museums. We don't show lesser art." 

So what is her objective as director for the gallery? "Our 
purpose is to educate fi[St of all, our art department, sec
ondly the school, and thirdly the community." 

The gallery is open Tuesda.ys and Thursdays 12:30-5 
p.m: and Wednesdays 10 a.m.-1 p.m. and one hour before 
every COM Arena Theatre petformance. The next show, 
an exhibit of photographs by Steve and Cynthia 
Nussenblatt, will run from Jan. 21 through Feb. 24. 

For more information call Hassingei: at ( 409) 938-1211 
or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 354. 

Evening child care 
offered to students 
By TORRIE MICKENS 
Staff Reporter 

Evening child care has become a big success here 
at College of the Mainland.It was originally imple
mented because the college administration realized 
that parents needed a safe environment for their chil
dren close at hand while they attended classes. 

Janie Aguirre, the lead teacher for evening child 
care, said that more children_are enrolled in.the pro
gram this year than last. The child Care is available 
Mondays through Thursdays from 5:30 to 10:15 
p.m. and is located in the COM Child Development 
Lab school. · 

To be eHgible, children .must be 3 to 11 and potty 
trained.They must also have current immunization 
records. 

Cost is $5 for registration (non-refundable) and 
$3 per night for each child. Parents must be enrolled 
On campus at COM. DroJ)-ins are not accepted. 

The child care givers in addition k> Aguirre, are 
the assistant teacher Irma Abrego and COM work/ 
study students. 

Children play board games, participate in musi
cal activities and have stories read to them. The 
evening includes snacks, and tutorial sessions are 
avaliabfe. 

For more information about the Evening Child 
Care program, call Aguirre or Kay Magee at (409) 
938-121] or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 611 or 
390 respectively. · 

• 

New center to house 
public service classes 
Continued from Page 1-----------

Kostelecky said the building is slated to be ''substan
tially completed" by Dec. 19; however, classes will not be 
taught there until midway through the spring semester. 
Kostelecky estimates that it will be late February before 
any classes will be held in the new building. Those classes 
will stan in either the Technica!Nocational Building or in 
Auto Diesel on campus and will be moved into the new 
building when it is ready. 

There may not be room for all of the fire technology 
classes and Criminal Justice Program classes in the new 
building, Arnold said. The classes that cannot be moved 
will remain in their present location. 

The Public Service Careers Building will provide "easier 
access to respond to emergency situations," Arnold said. 
"It was a natural step for the (Texas City) fire depanment." 

COM also offers a Criminal Justice Program which ties 
into the fire technology program. Police work closely with 
firemen and medics in many cases, Arnold said. In addi
tion, police just as paramedics and firemen, regularly work 
in dangerous environments. This has caused a bonding 
effect. "There's a brotherhood involved," Arnold said, due 
to the hazardous nature of their job descriptions. 

SC pipes smoked 
over winter break 
Continued from Page 1---------

upstairs because they share the same afrhand1er sys
tem," Mitchell said. "Every time the gas leaks down
stairs, it also leaks upstairs in the Counseling and 
Testing Center. 

Because of the methane leak, Mitchell has.had to 
miss work. "] suffered from light-headedness and 
regurgitating allergic reactions. Many times it was 
hard for me to breathe because the concentration of 
the gas leak was so heavy it was almost like a wall 
of stench." 

"Bob Kostelecky ( COM Physical Plant director) 
and Trey Industries (Texas City) have been work
ing on the problem and so far it has been produc
tive.," Mitchell said. "The odor has become lighter." 

Kostelecky had originally planned to smoke test 
the pipes during the Thanksgiving holidays, but now 
plans to do the test during the Christmas holidays. 
The building must be empty to do the test. 

The cartoon above was drawn by Brad Stevenson, a former COM student and lnterCOM staffer, Who is an Applied Design 
and Visual Arts major at the University of Houston-Clear Lake. He is set to graduate in May 1999 and plans a career in 
graphic arts. However, he first will attend graduate school at either UHCL or the University of Texas in Denton. Stevenson is 
an award-winning illustrator and has been published in UHCL student publications, the UHCLIDIAN and Bayoushpere. 

Math for Liberal Arts likely Summer I 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

Math anxiety has become a common phrase because so 
many students have a deep fear of math. This fear has 
followed them from grade school all the way to college. 

A Math for Liberal Arts class is in the works at College 
of the Mainland as a result of complaints by students who 
feel they do not have a need for math and have had trouble 
successfully completing their math courses as well as their 
degree plans. 

"I had rl'l.any students whpse goals for career and fam
ily economic support were being held back because they 
were completing their degree plans, but were unable to ... 
pass college algebra," said Dr. Marty Caylor, sociology 
professor, and a major supponer of the course. 

Dr. Caylor, along with COM's administration and sev
eral professors, have been spearheading the Math for Lib
eral Arts project and had hopes of offering the planned 
course.this spring semester. Unfortunately, the course will 

not be taught until the summer semester, said math Pro
fessor Leslie Richardson. Richardson said acting Dean 
Alex Pratt wants this course in place by the summer ses
sions. 

This course will be offered to those students who are 
majoring in areas such as social science, criminal justice 
and fire protection technology and do not believe that col
lege algebra, MATH 1314, is a necessity for their profes
sion. 

The Math for Liberal Arts course is an alternative for 
the MATH 1314, course required for many degree plans; 
however, students who change their major to pursue a de
gree in math or science must then take college algebra. In 
the spring semester, information will go out telling who 
is eligible for the new course. 

The course will be transferable to University of Hous
ton-Downtown and the University of Houston-Clear Lake. 

For more information about Math for Liberal Ans, con
tact the COM niath team at (409) 938-1211, or toll-free 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 606. 

Furby freaks fight for furballs first thing Friday 

He's cute, he's hairy and he 's the hottest thing going. 
He's also playing hard to get. And mothers (and fathers) 
all over the country are pursuing him with a zeal rarely 
seen. 

He's not a gorgeous actor. He's not a flashy pop star. 
He's not a hunky model. He's a 6-inch tall, talking ball of 
fur that almost every child in the country is expecting to 
see .under the Christmas tree this year. 

Yes, Furby, like his yesteryear counterparts, the 
Cabbage Patch Doll and Tickle Me Elmo, is all the rage 
this year. 

And he is just as difficult to find as they were, if not 
more so. 

The first time 1 heard about this little dynamo of 
marketing, was when I covered the telephone while the 

• •• 

• 

regular operator was on break at the super store where I 
work as a salesclerk when I'm not typesetting for the 
lnterCOM. As she left she told me that if anyone called 
for the toy department asking about Furbys, to tell them 
the store was sold out. I had never even heard of Furbys 
and a quarter of the calls I fielded in that 15 minutes 
were from parents trying to wrangle one of the little 
creatures. 

Since then the Furby zealots call as early as possible, 
every morning, to see if that elusive little furball has 
arrived with the overnight freight. The frenzy for Furbys 
has made intelligent, rational adults act like screaming 
lunatics. One example is the man who hit a woman-a 
perfect stranger...:....Carly in the morning the Friday after 
Thanksgiving at the store where I work. Rumor has it 
she was in possession of more then the one-Furby-per
person limit. Rumor was my only source since I refused 
to venture anywhere near the toy department that day. I 
was terrified of being attacked by Furby-hungry parents. 

Another evidence of this insanity is that people are 
even buying Furbys over the Internet and thro1,1gh 
newspaper classifieds. They are paying hundreds and 
hundreds of dOllars for a toy which retails for about $30. 

What is the reWard for the parents who actually 
manage to get a Furby? Many children are going to take 
the FurQ_y out of the box, play with it for· a few days, 
perhaps weeks, al the most a few months, and then cast 
it aside. 

Then there will be the parents who will be left 
Furbyless on Christmas morning. Victims of an industry 
that engineers a craze through heavy advenising for a 
product and limited quantities supplied to retailers. 

Then there is the dilemma one of my relatives .faces. 
Two little Furby-hungry girls and only one Furby. 

When all is said and done, I hope these people 
suffering Furby madness haven't forgotten an important 
fact in their relentless pursuit of these silly little toys 
they believe they must give their children-the gifts 
exchanged at Christmas are symbolic. They represent the 
gifts given lo baby Jesus by the Magi and the gift God 
gave humankind by giving his son so they could receive 
everlasting life. 

Next year the Furby will be at the bottom of the 
toybox with the Cabbage Patch Kid and Elmo. Is it 
really wonh the headaches, the frayed tempers, the 
physical abuse, the exorbitant prices? 
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Editorials/News 

Laura Higgins, a teacher In the COM Child Devel
opment Lab, and some of her 3 1/2-year-old stu
dents from the Yellow Room atop by the journal
ism classroom on an early December tour of the 
campus to see Christmas trees. (From-left) Veronlca 
Lopez. Miranda Bage, Joy Hunter, Ellzabeth Luna, 
Queauna Ray and Marrah Smith-Valverde Indicate 
their ago with their fingers. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Letter to the Editor 
Campus child care 
praised by student 
Dear Editor, 

My child, John-Michael (6 months old), attends the 
COM Day Care Program. His teacher is Ms. Bonnie 
(Mitchell), who is a wonderful, thoughtful and loving 
care giver. I believe that the COM Day Care Program 
deserves positive recognition for all their efforts. Ms. 
Kay (Magee) greets each and everyone with a smile 
and calls each child by name. It is also important to 
recognize the newly appointed director, Ms. Ann 
(Wilcox). The center appears poised and ready to 
provide superior child care. It gives me peace of 
mind knowing my son is in good hands. Please print 
this letter. They need to know that a "new mother" 
appreciates their caring ways. 
Thank you, 
Karen W. Sadleir, COM Nursing Student 

lnterCOM welcomes all letters to the Editor. Please 
make letters brief and lo the point. All letters should 
include a name and daytime telephone number for 
verification. We reserve the right to edit all letters for 
length, grammar, spelling and /ibelow content. 
letters to the Editor will be printed on a space
available basis. 

New credit, non-credit courses offered 
By AMY K. PATLACH 
Managing Editor 

In a never ending attempt to stay a step ahead of the 
newest technology and students needs College of the 
Mainland will offer several new credit and non-credit 
courses this spring. They range from English on the 
Internet to Introduction to JAVA. 

BIOL 2416.21, Genetics, will be taught by Dr. Pat 
Brown. Students will learn the principles of inheritance, 
analyze inheritance patterns and use modem molecular 
techniques to analyze DNA and protein. 

ENGL 1302.33, Introduction to Literature, will be 
taught online by Kathye Bergin. The course description 
is still the same. Students will send assignments to Bergin 
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via e-mail. Cl~s discussions will be done on a discussion 
board at each student's convenience. Students registering 
for this course should have access to the Internet and e
mail. 

ENGL 2354.01, Special Literary Topics, taught by Dr. 
Andrew Nelson, will investigate the literature of Texas. 

MATII 0310 and MATH 0320 introduces a new devel
opmental component, Interactive Mathematics by Com
puter. Students will be guided through interactive lessons 
on the computer by an instructor. Each student works at 
his own pace. The math is presented in an animated and 
engaging way using multimedia materials. The courses 
also were offered this fall. 

PSYC2312.0l, Psychology ofSucress, is designed to 
assist students with life and academic goals. Students will 
becomed skilled in critical thinking, time and study man
agement, memory improvement, career and resoul'Ces in
vestigation, interpersonal relationships and cultural diver
sity. No prerequisites are required which gives develop
mental Students more course options. 

SPAN 2313, Spanish for Native Speakers, taught by 
& Tia Huggins will accommodate students who speak Span
ish, but do not read or write it well. Composition, litera
ture and grammar will be emphasized. 

Non-credit Medical Terminology {Continuing Educa
tion) will be taught by James Price beginning Feb. 2 and 
ending April 15. This is a course in the study of roots, 
suffixes and prefixes of medical terminology to develop 
a 11,000 word medical vocabulary for the medical office 
professional'. 

Non-credit Introduction to JAVA (Continuing Educa- . 
tion) will be taught by Harry Hanson. This course begins 
Jan. 30 and ends Feb. 20. It is a brief introduction to the 
JAVA programming language utilizing Microsoft Visual 
J++, which has recently been created. 

Students who are not TASP liable, have no holds and a 
grade point average of 1.5 or better can register for these 
class~s by phone through Jan. 8 (payment must be made 
by noon Jan. 8) or during regular registration Which is 
Jan. 5 and 6. 

For questions regarding these courses or registration 
contact the Admissions Office at (409) 938-9211 or toll
free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 264. 

• 

Student deplores 
course evaluations 

AmyK. 
Patlacb 

I sat in class· the other day, utterly annoyed, while my 
instuctor passed out the Cqllege of the Mainland 
lnstuctor/Course Evaluation Form. "Not again!" I 
thought. I absolutely detest those dam forms with every 
bone in my body and fiber of my being. 

I find them a waste of valuable class time-especially 
so close lo finals. The last thing I want to do is fill out 
some freakin' form about whether or not I feel my 
instructor's "use of vocabulary is understandable, yet 
challenging?" 

Or does my instructor have a "tendency to demon
strate knowledge in the field of study?" My response: I 
sure as well hope so. If he didn't have the knowledge, I 
would. hope COM wouldn't allow him to teach the 
course. Why would I sit in any class where I thought my 
instructor didn't know anything about the subject? 

I realize COM is trying to make sure the instructors 
are "up to snuff' so to speak, but please don't insult us 
students with these mindless questions. Open-ended 
questions almost always merit a better response. 

Tell me this: What does COM do with all this infor
mation once it's been gathered? I haven't seen any 
results, tabulations or proof that these evaluations are a 
good method of judging courses or instructors. To be 
really honest, I just mark straight down the line. I think, 
"OK. Questions 6-36 mark letter 'A'." I won't even read 
the questions. I hate them. And so do many others. 

How can these evaluations accurately and adequately 
judge the education a student receives from this institu
tion? What if a student hates an instructor and totally 
bashes him on the evaluation, strictly due to a personal 
bias regardless of the instructor's skill or competence? 

I believe that the true test of a class' success should .be 
determined by various. factors. One is to look at the class 
enrollment from the beginning of the semester to the 
end. What percentage of the original enrollment com
pleted the course? Two, of those who completed the 
course, how many finished with a satisfactory grade or 
better? And three, what reasons did those who withdrew 
from the coUrse give for leaving? 

I wollld.really like to see all of the academic teams set 
up volunteer discussion groups with their students to 
talk about classes·and possible modifications of those 
classes. This might prove beneficial to both teachers and 
students, much like the Student Concerns Forum. Such 
discussions could be more specific than 30 canned 
questions. The group interaction would lead to pinpoint
ing more specific problems. 

I laugh every time I read thC closing statement on the 
blue evaluation forms: "Thank you for helping us 
maintain the highest standard possible for your educa
tion." Yeah, right! I sometimes feel COM's standards 
aren't terribly high. 

What·exactly is COM 's standard for education? The 
college has no academic probation or suspension, 
Instead it has a "scholastic referral policy" to help 
students devise a plan for irnproving their grades and 
tracking their progress. The 1998-99 college catalog 
reads: "College of the Mainland's policy is not to 
suspend or dismiss students for lack of academic 
progres..,;;. Students are expected to increase their efforts 
and to receive additional educational support in order to 
succeed academically." 

So, to all of you who have taken the time to read this, 
I'd like to thank you for allowing me to express my 
feelings about how COM is trying to maintain the 
highest standards possible for our education . 
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Newest librarian Park 
edits library Web sites 
By RUSSELL KINCHWW 
Staff Rep<>rter 

Kathy Park is College of the Mainland's newest 
librarian replacing Tracey Cuellar as coordinator of 
Research and Instruction. 

Park, who began working at COM July 6, says 
the reason that she came to COM was that the posi
tion she was to fill would allow her to prepare a 
variety of instructional documents and to work on 
the Web sites. 

Before coming to COM, Park worked 1 1/2 years 
as a librarian at Tarleton University in Stephenville. 
She enjoys being a librarian because "you don't limit 
yourself to one subject and just do research, it in
volves aid in all areas." 

As a former resident of Baltimore, Charleston 
N.C., Miami, New York and Washington, D.C., Park 
has a different perspective on life which makes her· 
an asset to COM. 

Park also has lived in Austin, Lubbock and 
Denton. 

Park received her bachelor's degree in English 
and history from Texas Tech University in Lubbock. 
She received her master's in library science from 
Texas Woman's University in Denton. 

While in college, Park worked in retail manage
ment at Foley's for a yea(. She worked for J.C. 
Penney's while pursuing her bachelor's degree. 

Park's office in the library is located in the refer
ence office section behind the front desk. Park also 
puts together the pages for the COM Library Web 
site. The Web site includes news pages of regional 
and genera,l information. One of the pages has links 
to Texas news and links lo nationwide news. The 
pages also cover world news, comics, weather and 
more. 

Sl;le also has compiled an instructional handout 
that gives infonnation on things, such as the library's 
books, periodicals and media collections as well as 
library hours, library cards and holds and fines. 

During her spare time Park loves to visit muse
ums, draw, paint and read mystery novels. 

"I love the people I work with, and COM is just 
great," Park said. The library's Web address is 
<hit p ://www. ma inland .cc. t x. us/ Ii brary /in tern et/ 
news/news/.html>. 

Kathy Park, COM's newest llbrarlan, began workw 
Ing at COM last summer. Aa coordinator of Re
search and Instruction aha puts together the 
pages for the COM Library Web site and has 
compiled an Instructional handout on the library. 

(Photo by Rachel Delanoix) 
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McVetta's past includes exploding boat 
By AMY K. PATLACH lllil!l!!IJI! ' 
Managing Editor 

At first glance, College 
of the Mainland speech 
professor Dr. Rod McVet
ta looks. like a living Wil
liam Shakespeare. He has 
a scholarly way about him 
and appears to be an in
tellectual and philosopher. 

He does not look like a 
sailor. But water has been 
a part of Dr. McVetta all 
his life. "Growing up on 
the water, it's in your 
blood," he explained. 

But his interest in sail
ing really began after he 
graduated from Ashland 
University in Ashland, 
Ohio, with a bachelor of 
arts in speech and theater. 

After graduating col
lege, Dr. McVetta pon
dered what his life would 
be like in later years. "I 

-knew when I retired I 
wanted to sail around the 
world." 

Dr. Rod McVetta, COM speech pro1e81or, returned to Tex11 to teach because he fell in 
love with the atllta and Its people while In graduate schOC)!I. (Photo by Danlel M. Decker) 

One night, he sat with his best friend, and they talked 
about what each wanted to do when he retired. To young 
McVetta's surprise his friend also wanted to sail around 
the world. The two decided: Why wait for retirement to 
sail ,around the world; why not do it now? Dr. McVetta's 
friend quit his job and the two sold all of their posses
sions and bought a 20-foot sailboat. 

Within a matterofweeks-they refurbished the- boat. All 
that was left was to take a test run and begin the voyage. 

the boat blew up. The two men were stranded in the shark- • 
infested water. "I had the Coast Guard looking for my 
body," ~r.°M.cVetta said. "Someone had seen the fire." 

"When they found us, we had nothing. I had a paddle 
and a life raft." 

Dr. McVetta went to his brother's home. Before he had 
left, Dr. McVetta had put aside a stack of recruiting let
ters from · rotlege-s. 1te decided to Write them att to see 
what they would offer him. "I told myself, I would go to 
whichever school wrote back first" Stephen F. Austin "I sailed for the first time the day before we left to sail 

around the world," Dr. McVetta said. "I figured I would 
learn as I go." When the two left they had only $15 be
tween them, but that did 1,101 stop them. 

· State University in Nacogdoches w.as. the first to respond. 
Texas has made quite an impression on Dr. McVetta. 

"I discovered I could hustle. If we needed something I 
would get someone to give it to us," he said. "fwould tell 
people my story and most wanted to share in our dream." 

After earning his master's in communication at SFA and 
going on to West Virginia University to earn his doctor
ate of education, Dr. McVetta knew he wanted to come 
back to Texas. He came to COM for two reasons: he al
ways wanted to teach at a community college and wanted 
to return to Texas because "I love the people." 

The two had floated down the Erie Canal and the 
Hudson River but as they approached the Atlantic Ocean, 
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At UHCL, you will gain. .. 
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Join the School of Education at UHCL, do something for your future and 
BE IN DEMAND! 

Call now! Spring Open Registration begins January 11th. For admissions 
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What's Happening 

Trip to Costa Rica available for Spanish studies 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

Tia Huggins, who joined the College of the Mainland' 
faculty last January as the first full-time Spanish profes
sor, has already started creative ventures such as the Costa 
Rica Spanish trip planned 
for the end of May. 

Huggins, a member of 
the Humanities Team, re
ceived her undergraduate 
degree at Central College 
in Pella, Iowa. She later 
received her master's de
gree in Spanish from the 
University of Iowa, Iowa 
City. 

"I started taking it 
(Spanish) when I was in 
ninth grade and I really 
enjoyed it." While work
ing on her bachelor's de
gree Huggins spent three 
trimesters in Mexico. 
During her college senior 
year, Huggins moved to 
Mexico. Later she taught 
English in Mexico and 

• worked for the Turismo 
Aviomar travei'agency. 

Huggins currently 

enforcement officers. Her goal is to have the Spanish 
course in the college catalog available for law enforce
ment majors. 

After the end of the spring semester, Huggins under the .... 
auspices of COM, is offering students a chance to study 
abroad in Grecia, Costa Rica. This summer mini-semes

ter runs May 30 through June 
19. The students will be placed 
in middle to upper-middle class 
family households, chosen for 
their cultural values, friendli
ness and hospitality. 

Participants will attend five 
hours of classes each day, three 
days a week. Students must 
choose to take two of the offered 
courses. The choices are Span
ish 1411, 1412, 2311, 2321 
(Latin American Literature), 
Humanities 1301 and History 
2380. To receive credit for Hu
manities 1301, students will be 
required to keep a' journal -and 
participate in planned activities 
such as tours to a sugar cane 
processing plant, local schools 
and Poas Volcano Park. A trip 
to San Jose also is planned. 

History 2380 will be taught in 
Spanish at the Grecia Cultural 
Center. 

teaches beginning and in
termediate Spanish. In the 
spring semester in addi
tion to teaching beginning 
Spanish, Huggins also 

Professor Tia Huggln1, COM's first full-time Spanish 
Instructor, Joined the faculty this past January. She la 
a member of the Humanities Team, as well as a co
adviser of COM Amigos. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Applicants can pay for the trip 
in three payments. The first pay
ment of $600 must accompany 
the application before or with 
the second payment; the second 

will teach Spanish for Native Speakers, SPAN 2313. This 
three hour credit course is designed for those who speak 
Spanish, but do not read or write it wetl. 

In another endeavor, Huggins is working with the Texas 
City Police Department to create a Spanish course for law 

payment of $500 is due by March 1; and the final pay
ment of $448, by April. 

For a brochure or further information about the Costa 
Rica trip, contact Huggins ·at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 353. 

COM closed for winter holidays Dec. 20-Jan. 3 
College of the Mainland will close for the winter holi

days Dec. 20 through Jan. 3. The last day of the fall se
mester is Dec. 19. Instructors grades are du~ by noon that 
day in the Admissions Office. The college will re-open 
on Jan. 4. 

Spring credit r~gistration on the COM campus will be 
on Jan. 5 and 6. Registration for classes to be held at Clear 
Creek and Friendswood high schools will be at Clear 

Creek High School Jan, 7. Fee payment is due by noon 
on Jan. 8 or classes will be dropped. 

Monday through Friday classes begin ori Jan. 11. Week
end classes begin Jan. 16. 

Late registration and schedule changes are set for Jan. 
11 and 12. Late registration fees are due by Jan. 13. 

COM will be closed on Jan. 18 to observe Martin Luther 
King Day. 

UpCOMing Events 

-·· 0.'fffflUnity Cnncen Band@8 p.m. in Rm. F-117 
~ Jump Stut'" ~ applicMion lbdline 

Doo 15 
Luanne Sluvall's art exhibit, RJry,J,y,,i of th! W1leel, -SAB meeting 12:30 p.m. in Rm. P-110 

Doot7 
OMC IIIOding 12:30 p.m. in Rm. A-148 

_., 
Lat day of fall scme&ter 
Gnides due in Admisllions 

Dooll 
College dox,, for Winier holidays 

,_, 
College ~ns, faculty and aff -m 
COM Bookslore hours Jan. 4-7 8:30 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Students may use their Pell Grants in COM 
Boolalcff lhrough Jan. 27 

• 

...... 
Tuition payment due by noon 

...... 
TASPreview 

J,o.ll 
Monda~-Friday ~ begin 

Jan.u 
COM Doolislore hours 7:30 a.m.-7 p.m. 
t-= ,iping ~ and 9Chedule changl:s 

,_., 
rnepJeViewofA/JMyS..,-@8p.m.intheatef 

..... ,. 
AIIMySon.s runs Jan. 21· Feb. 14, Thurs-Sal@8 
p.m. aid Sun. @ 2:30 p.m. in tho:a(c:r 

~e and ()nthil NU1J111:0l't>latt'sphulugraphy e>dlibit 
opens in COM Art Galkry; runs through Feb. 24 

Talk wilh utist@6-7:4.', p.m. in COM Ari Galleiy 

....... 
Auditioffl fur Bedroom Fa\'e@ 1 :30 p.m. in fine 
Ms Buikl\ng _,, 
Auditions for Bedroom Flm'C@ I :30 p.m. in Fine 
Am Building 

,_,. 
l.asl day lo USIC Pell Gnni in COM Book.5kK 

People Speak Out 
By RACHEL DELANO IX, Staff R.porter 
and DANIEL M. DECKER, Pltotot!rapbor 

You've bought and wrapped -,.. all the Ovist· 
ma.<audsareposted, and theindeslrut:table fluitcake has 
been - to )'<lUf mother-in-law. And )'OU piopared for 
. Ouistrnaswhilefinishingtt:tm papen, andmmmingfor 
finals. But will you be rewar®d for au this bani work? 
Probobly not. 

Since~ of the Mainland has been generous this 
year/ otnploylng thing, such as the siu,tent Oinrerns 
FOtl;lll.l. and implementing telephone registration, 
.....a)M dtcided to Jet studonts makl, o Christmas re. 
qu<ot by answering this questioffi "If COM could grant 
you oue CbrislmaS wish, what woul(i k be?'' 

-Sntmley: 
A poi<I oducatiQn for my 
cltlldren, Samantha and 
MidJael. 

George'"••• eon: 

They should - up the 
pool room all day, every 
day,aslongastheoollegeio 
open. 

AleciaHol-
.I wolikl lilce to pa,,t all my 
ci-s and make sure I'm 
on the right road for g,,,du
alioo in the ,ping. 

--lwoitklwish ... my W1lily 
has health and happinesli. 
Nol only my family, but 
health and happinffl for 
everybody. Just a better 
W<Jtld.l'msotit<dofallthe 
disastet,i and famine .... 

' 

.,.... ___ ., 

-Tomakemosucccs,ful in 
the future, Jn any and ev• 
eryll>ing I go. 

Tammy(>4y: 
Thal I could paas wi!lt all 
,Ns and graduak: finally. 
See<nslilcel'ri\nevergotlllil 
gradutlle: . 

- Wl)odllh .. , 
To lower the prices in the 
'*°"'riaSO we don't have 
ID I/JO off campus to gel 
,tomethmg lo eat that's af. -

lliandalf ,_ 
Free tuition. So yoo doo't 
have ID pay fi)r it. So I 
wouldn'thavetospendany 
money oot of my pocket. 
That would be a good 
present. 

' 

.._ __ N_••_•..,_•_ ... _~_Page_spnn•2•·•a•se-m•esler---'I, --·Tllree-pa11---·~-•Page•se•nes•~-------o1II., •hderCO--•M-slalf-See•.._•Page-•~-&.~--' •M•••-•ri.'"'_.I 
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Holiday Party features carol sing-off 

(From· left) Jenna Contenta, Kim Clendenen, Rach Bl Delaiiolx, Mlrla 
first few words of a Chrfstn:aas tune In the Chrtstmaa Carol Sing 
winners The sing-off was part of thethe COM Holiday Party held In 
four or five people were pitted against each other to see which tea 
Each team only had to sing one line of each song. 

Harolds and Amy Wrlgbt &Ing the 
In which they were the flrat place 
e Student Canter Dec. a. Teams of 
knew the most Christmas carols. 

(Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Methane gas leak 
problem continues 
By TORRII! MICKENS, Staff Reporter 
and AMY K. PATLACH, Managing Editor 

College of. the Mainland is still trying to correct the 
methane gas leak in the Student Center. Students, faculty 
and staff were reminded of the leak during the November 
Student Concerns Forum held in the Student Center. The 
methane gas leak has been mentioned at previous fotums. 

During the November forum, Student Center Coordi
nator Beverly Mitchell told President Larry L. Stanley 
and deans Henry D. Pope and Alex Pratt the leak had been 
present for some time and expressed her concern at its se
verity. The odor she said is very strong. Mitchell and other 
COM employees have gone home sick because of it. 

"Methane is a sewer gas brought about from stagnated 
water and filth," Mitchell said. "The plumbing system here 
is very old. We use an air handler-style system, and when 
the gases erupt, what you end up having is the air han
dlers picking up the smell. And it shoots it through the 
vents into our office area, which is the reason the gas has 
btten circulating thr-ough the Student Center." 

Mitchell said the gas has been leaking in the Student 
Center for more than two years, but has progressed over 
the past six months due to serious buildup within the pipes, 

Dr. Pope agreed that the gas has been a problem. "We've 
replaced pipes and replaced pipes," he said. "It's a con
tinuous problem. It will abate and will come back." He 
added that the pipes are deteriorating due to age and that 
when a problem occurs, it is never in the same place. 

"Those who are affected most (by the gas) are the people 
See SC pipes Pag~ 3 

Students thrilled 
with registration 

Spri g move in slated for· career center 

By AMY K. PATLACH 
Managing Editor 

It's been smooth sailing with early registration. 
Ask any of the 1,060 students who have already 
registered for the spring semester at College of the 
Mainland. 

"It happend too fast ... 1 couldn't believe it was 
simple," one student told Professor Larry D. 
Griffith, member of the Registration Advisory · 
Committee, in response to COM's revamped 
method for early registration. 

At the close of early on-campus registration, Dec. 
11, Griffith said, "We have registered a total of 
1,060 students by 4:30 p.m." This figure includes 
students who registered by telephone as well as 
students who registered in person. 

On-campus registration began Dec. 1 and ended 
Dec. 11, while phone registration continues through 
Jan. 8. Students who do not pay their fees by Jan. 
8 will be dropped from classes. 

Telephone registration will resume for late on
campus registration Jan. 11 and 12, with payment 

See Early Page 5 

• 

By STEVE Pl ER 
Staff Reporte 

College oft e Ma.inland is one of four colleges along 
with San Jaci o College, Houston Community College 
and Collin Cou ty Community College to offer a Fire Pro
tection Techn ogy Program, but COM's will be differ-· 
ent. Next year OM will have the only program- with "a 
completely edicated 
building," s id Cecil 
Arnold, direc or of the 
Fire Protectio Technol
ogy Program. 

In a joint p rtnership 
with the city of exas City, 
COM will ove e the fire 

across from the main entrance of COM at Amburn Road. 
After the expiration of the eight-year lease, the "build

ing and property will be deeded over (to COM)," said Dr. 
Henry D. Pope, dean of College and Financial Services. 

The city of Texas City wlH own the building until the 
lease expires, explained Bob Kostelecky, director of the 
COM Physical Plant. 

See New Page 3 

-
technology pro am in the 
Public Servi Careers 
Building as a ervice to 
both the Texa City Fire 
Department a students 
interested in mergency 
Medical Servi fields and 
fire fighting, pectively. 

The Public rvice Ca
reers Building is located 
next door to th Texas De
partment of Pu lie Safety 

Construction continues on the Texas City Fire Department building In foreground whlle 
finishing touches are being made to the Publlc Service Careers Bulldlng on right across 
from the COIi ·main entrance. The public careere building, which will houae COM'e 
fire technology and EMS program•, 11 slated to be completed Dec. 19, but move-In will 
not take place until aometlme In the aprlng semester. (Photo. by Denlel M. Decker) 
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Lon Wallace (Iott) and Charlie King sing folk songs In the LRC Auditorium Feb. 8. King, who haa become a COM 
regular, waa making hi• 15th campu1 appearance. Thie I• the second time King haa appeared at the college with 
another arllat. The two folk olngers performed throe lrH concerta. (Photo by Daniel M. Docker) 

Folk duo sings of sex, immigrants, unions 
By MYLES MARTIN 
StatrRepurter 

Folk singer/guitarist Charlie King and accordion player/ 
singer Len Wallace gave three free concerts at College of 
the Mainland in the Leaming Resources Center Auditorium, 
L-131, Feb. 8 at 9:30 a.m., 11 a.m. and 7p.m. 

King made his 15th appearance at COM, and on this oc
casion was accompanied by Wallace. who was on bis first 
visit to Texas. Wallace, a native of Canada, played the accor
dion and sang story-telling songs along with King. This is 
the second year in a row that King has had an accompanist. 
Last year King brought Sharon Perez-Abreu. 

Each song the duo perfonned had some type of story to go 
with it. lbey sang songs of immigrants, labor unions and 
even a song geared toward the students about practicing safe 
sex, "Wrap that Rascal" 

Some of the son~ were stories about news events that 
King set to musk. King and Wallace played Woody Guthrie 
songs and seemed to emulate the style of the early 20th cen
tury folk writer and singer. 

1\vo songs that seemed to stand out were ''Nine Gold Med
als" which told of a Special Olympics race in Los Angeles., 
and "You Can't Scare Me ... I'm Stickin'To the Union"which 

was about labor union membership. 
King and Wallace had the audience laughing at their com

ments back and forth as well as at the songs' humorous lyr
ics. The singers also encouraged the audience to sing along. 

King and Wallace concluded the 9:30 presentation by sing
ing a song King wrote after he had just heard that Nelson 
Mandela had been freed from jail in South Africa. Mandela, 
South Africa's rurrent president was elected in 1994. 

Law enforcement Spanish class 
College of the Mainland will offer a new Spanish class for 

law enforcement officers in April. It may be taken either for 
credit or non-credit 

COM Spanish Professor Tia Huggins will teach basic 
Spanish phrases and questions for law enforcement officers 
to ask in initial contact, se1Ving warrants, arrests and car stops. 

The credit class is SPAN 1100 and the Countinuing Edu
cation class index number is 2299. The credit class is 16 
contact hours. 

The class m<ds on Fridays April 9-30 from 9 a.m. to I 
p.m. Books for the c1 ... cost $32. 

For mon: infonnation or to register, call ( 409) 938-1211 
or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 373. 

UpCOMing Events 
Fm.ll MMdll 
llulw'Wllt b'llv Hlat@8:1Sa.m, SWll!IC-.flonlm@ 12:JOpa i11SC 
PTX-. .. @llXJl>llldAve.NllflllillTC _, 
,_ 22 ~ racqucCball loanlmall 
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SQcW & 8diivicnl Scimu:ITam ....-nun DI MardlU 
@'>.JOa.nt.iii Rm. t,.JJI 11rtelnlWeA&,.!rLJjt@7p.m.in R,a.L,UI 
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(X)MJm e-tblccoaocrt@6p.m.Glt,,e9:)n PTK llldudir!aQR:moay@2p.m.in ha. L-lll 
Q>Bep,FaAtsCenlel.lM 
Tllbk1Cellit~@7p.m.inRm.l'-112 M.di' 

SptdalofkrintforeYCMll .... @5:J0.7:)0 
Feb. 24 p.m. in LkC 
8ooklm@9;a.ro.·2 p.m. inTh:f\b:: Bulldq RSVP~/walemdance@7-10p.m. ill SC 
).(,n.Jbaskdball kluffla1Bed@2p.m. ill,Oym 
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clDees in COM Aft Glllely Country/wc:slcm dance wotUhop 

Feb.ZS MardrilJ 
FiiiejuX~@lp.m.in Rm. F-117 Wiklifc rtbabllilalionworulq)@ IOa.m. iD 
SludllllJEmploy 1cnRia 10umarnea11 @2 p.111. ~ 7 Pin 
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People Speak Out 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO, Stall'Reporter 
and RACHEL DEIANOIX, Photographer 

Since January 1998, this country has been captivated 
and aggravated with the ongoing OinlOII scondaL Both 
the deposition and impeadunent hearings could be seen 
on virlually every channel. To poll campus opinion 
lnterCOM asked: Since Clinton will most likely not 
be oonvicted of perjury and obstruction of justice, what 
effect will censure have on his presidency? 

Dang Nguyen: I think 
he's a good president and 
don't know why people 
... doing this. 

Mell- Oldham: I feel 
that he should be im
peached. It's not just 
about his morals, it's 
about his influence over 
her (Monica Lewinsky) 
to obstruct justice. 

Christa F-: It's not 
fitlr that they• re getting 
into his personal life. He's 
a good president and did 
good things for the coun
try. They should look at 
other thing, about ainton 
instead of that o~ thing. 

• 

Kim Le: If cleared of 
charges of perjury, which 
clearly he did commit, 
then 1 feel that his role as 
president would not be 
pooitive. 

Krlaten Schuller: It'll 
make him look the same. 
He looks bad ab<ady. 

Hoa Nguyen: I don't 
think about Clinton. I 
think he'll be judged the 
way all the past presid
ents have like Nixon and 
Kennedy. 

Juatln Eubanks: Cen
suring, the way I see it, is 
like asking you to leave 
but really telling yoo to do 
it, asking with authority. 
I think he shouldjust get 
out of politics. 

COM ~at work. 
See1'ageS 
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Police investigate 
campus carjacking 
By AMY K. PATIACH. 
Maoaging Editor 

The College of the Mainland Police Team is ask
ing for your help for your own personal safety. The 
COM JX)lice detaine4 a man and woman on Feb. 2 
as a result of two reJX)rts made the previous day. 

On Feb. 1, what the Police Team has classified as 
a carjacking. occurred. The couple "hopped into a 
car and demanded a ride to Parking Loi C (the back 
side of the Fine.Arts Building) from lot B," Officer 
Arbry Clifton said. The car's driver had a remote 
keyless entry. When the couple got into the car the 
driver complied, but to the Police Team's annoyance, 
she did not report the incident immediately. 

I!--..,, tlN - morning of late registration, Jan. 11, wee pandemonium, by later thatalt6moon Iha crowd 
had thinned out enough that atudenta did not have to wait long before ... Ing an actvtaer. llore than 800 atudenta 
partlclpatad In late reglatraUon. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Earlier that day the couple approached two young 
women in a car in Parking Lot B (by the Fine Arts 
Building). '1be woman put her head inside the open 
driver's side window and asked for money," Clifton 
said: Tho man approadlelt1bo er from behind. 
Scared, according to Clifton, the two gave the couple 
$38. The women then reported the incident inunedi
ately to the campus police. 

Spring registration better organized 
"We got them the next day," Qifton said. "Once 

we became aware this was going on, we had them 
picked up the next day."The campus police are ''frus
trated," Clifton emphasized. The couple had appar
ently been panhandling on campus since December 
gathering money from not only COM students but 
from employees as well. 

By DANIEL M. DECKER 
Staff Reporter 

You may have thought you were going 10 have it easy 
registering at College of the Mainland for the spring semes
ter, especially if you registered by phone. And you were right! 

But if you were expecting COM to be lenient with stu
dents about paying their tuition and fees before classes staned 
as they have in the past, you were wrong! 

The standard college and university rule states that stu
dents must pay their tuition and fees before classes start. 

SC methane gas leak 
no longer problem 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

Remember the foul stench overtaking the College 
of the Mainland Student Center during the fall semes
ter? Well it's been fixed. 

The stench was the result of an open drain in the 
sewage system. The opening was in the vending ma
chine area next to the Snack Bar and was covered by 
a storage platfonn. Victor Russo, a member of the 
Maintenance Team, discovered the drain, even though 
it is not on the Student Center blueprints. • 

On Friday, Feb. 12, a strong odor was once again 
apparent in the Student Center. According to Bob 
Kostelecky, director of the COM Physical Plant, once 

See Unbloeprioted Page 7 

• 

COM Registrar Bill Peace said this rule was enforced by the 
Admissions Office this semester so that students who had 
been dropped for non-payment would have the chance to re
enroll during the late registration period, Jan. 11-12. By en
forcing the rule, COM hoped to encourage students to fulfill 
their tuition and fee obligations early and to make room for 
enrolling students during late registration. 

Notices were immediately mailed to the 264 students 
dropped as of noon Jan. 8, and though the number of stu
dents enrolling during the late registratiOn period exceeded 

· See Changes Page 7 

"No one told us about it (the panhandling) until 
mid-January:" Oifton said. ''We had been getting 
calls aboui suspicious people on campus." But it 
wasn't until the February incidents that the couple 
became more bold. "The man gave the Ullpres.sion 

See Police Paae 7 

Galveston glitters like Vegas at Mardi Gras 
By TAMMY CUPIT 
Stair Reporter 

Galveston Island was aglow with the 
glitter of Vegas during the annual Mardi 
Gras celebration held Feb. 5-16. Fabu
lous Vegas on the Gulf was the 1999 
theme and the entire Strand entertain
ment district was hopping with three 
stages featuring live entertainment. 

Famous musical guests included 
Cheap Trick, 38 Special and David 
Clayton-Thofflas with Blood, Sweat and 
Tears.. Joseph Anthony was on hand to 
recreate the historic "Elvis•Aloha from 
Hawaii" concert complete with a perfor
mance of t'he Samoan Fire-Knife War 
Dance and a Polynesian song and dance 
review. Several parades were held includ-

See Galveston Page 6 

• 

Kl'8W8 members throw beads from a float In the Circus Momua Grand Night 
Parade Saturday, Feb. 13. The parade la one of the hlghllghta of Galveston's 
Mardi Gras celebration. (Photo by Tammy Cupit) 
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Editorials/News 

Blood drive draws 73 donors 

Teletha GHmore (left) appll•• prenure to her arm after donating blood during the SAB-aponaored blood 
drive which was held In the COM Student Center Feb. 2 and 3. Tiffany Howell, a phlebotomlat with the Gulf 
Coast Regional Blood Center, purgH the lln• used In GIimore'• donation 1a Kathy Pollard wave• to the 
photographer and Todd Dickson, another phlebotomlst, aulata other donors. (Photo by Danie! M. Decker) 

Letters to the Editor 

Letter to the Editor 
Books too expensive 
To: Staff Reporter Michael Navarro, 

In regards to your article on the bookstore buy-back. I feel 
it is my duty to write this letter. The College of the Mainland 
Bookstore has been shaking us down for cash for too long. 
This semester I spent $300 on books and other book.let type 
items made by the faculty with the intent of earning a little 
extra cash. One of the books the bookstore people told me to 
buy I didn't even need. The next day I tried to sell it back, 
and they told rn~ I'd have to wait until the end of the semes
ter. At the end of the semester the same $49 book wasn't on 
the buy-back list. It's all a b!g scam! Another book they ran 
out of, and said they would brder, but didn't come in for 
three weeks. I fell behind and had to drop the class. Nor
mally, I wouldn't hold this against the bookstore. They don't 
control the shipping company, but when I asked about why 
it had taken so long to get the book in, the salesperson told 
me that the store was waiting to see how many more people 
would come in needing that book. so they could make an 
accurate order and.save some money by not overordering. 
All I know is I spent $300 at the beginning of the semester, 
and at the end I have $111 and some change, a book I don't 
even need or want and three credits less then I should. The 
COM Bookstore has $289.of mine and my books. I believe 
the store will sell those same books for a nice profit next 
semester. It's a scam! It's a shakedown! It's unethical! But 
then most of the school's policies are. 

With very best wishes, 
Joe Silva 

Editor's note: See InterCOM Page 5 in nsponse to Inter. 

InterCOM welcomes 
all letters to the editor 

The lnterCOM staff members were pleased to see that 
the paper had received more letters to the editor then we 
are used to. We enjoy reading the letters and getting 
feedback, whether the writer praises us or blasts us. No 
matter what you say, at least we know you're reading the 
paper. We also welcome suggestions about the types of 
stories or infonnation you would like to see in the paper. 

Readers respond to class evaluations editorial 

So keep the letters coming. 
Letters to the editor pol.icy: lnterCOM welcomes all 

letters to the editor. Please make letters brief and to the 
point. All letters should include a name and daytime 
telephone number for verification. We reserve the right 
to edit all letters for length, grammar, spelling and 
Jibe/ow and objectionable content. Letters to the editor 
will be printed on a space-available basis. 

~Inter COM 
Manaalna Edltor 
Layout Editor 
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fmerCOM received two letters in response to 
Managing Editor Amy K. Patlach S editorial "Student 
deplores course evaluations. " 

The first letter is written by a student who feels the 
lntetCOM caters to the college estabJishment, and was 
surprised to see an artkle criticizing college practices. 

The other letter is from a former sJudent, now an 
instructiqnal assistant at College of the Mainland, wlw 
speaks from both poims of view. 

The staff appreciates both letters and plans to 
implement some of the suggestions in the first letter. 

Hard-hitting editorial praised 
To: Managing Editor Amy Patlach, 

I don't usually read the COM paper (InterCOM) be
cause in the past it was mostl)' an advertiseffient for the 
fa~ulty and school board (College of the Mainlatid Board 
of Trustees). The other day I happened to read a few ar· 
tides between classes and I am pleased to say that the 
paper is much better than I remember it to be. 

One of the articles that I enjoyed was your article on 
course evaluations (Page 2, December). It was honest 
aOOut how the college narrows the questions and only 
allows for a highly limited response. I can only assume 
the college uses the same people that do the polling in 
Washington. At the end of the article, when you ques
tiOned the standards at College of the Mainland, I couldn't 
believe my eyes. The school has so many important is
sues that could be reported, but in the past have been 
pushed aside for articles on someone's summer vacation. 

I'd like to see more articles on the standards of the col· 
lege or the hiring practices .... Most importantly, I would 
like to see articles on the school ~ard (Board of Tnist· 
ees). I'd like a behind-the-scenes story about who these 
people are, what they do, what they do for the school .... 

The article on course evaluations was more then I ex· 
pected. l hope such reporting continues at the lnterCOM. 

With very best wishd, Joe Silva 
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Course evaluations important 
To: Amy K. Patlach, managing editor of InterCOM; 

I recently read your article about course evaluations. 
And spea~ing as a member of the support staff here on 
campus, l would like to tell you my reasoning behind the 

' course evaluations. 
Course evalu_ations are important to the instructor for 

many obvious reasons, one being it gives the instructor 
feedback from students about course content and mate· 
rial .... 

Another thing lo consider is to ask instructors ( or do a 
survey) to see -how many do a success ratio. I already 
know of qui!e a few instructors who do this .... I do be

lieve another reason why instructors do course evalua
tions every semester is to report to the state and to have 
these records on file .... 

Instructors who are new or adjunct, with plans to be
come tenured or full.time instructors use these evalua
tions to prove their worth .... 

Another reason is to comment on a new teaching 
method or some type of new equipment within the learn
ing environ~ent to document their effectiveness ..... 
Course evaluations also are a way for students not only 
to appease the college but, for students to anonymously 
submit their opinions without fear of negative feedback 
from the instrucior. 

Coming from a student's point of view, I can under
stand why these course evaluations can be a pain in the 
butt. But, in order for COM's instructors to be able to 
communicate course material effectively, they must have 
feedback; otherwise, instructors will think that they are 
doing a great job every semester .... You must also under
stand that we cannot please everybody. Some students 
often complain about instructors, yet they do not want or 
do not like to fill out the evaluation forms or even the 
comment section. Thank you, 

Shelly Quinlan, 
Instructional Assistant-Accounting 
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Changes lead to ease 
in spring registration 

Police continue investigation of suspects 

Continued from Page 1 
800, the lines for registration flowed quickly compared 
to previous semesters, mainly due to the increased 
number of advisers present in the Administration 
Building. 

A total of 1,117 students registered for the spring 
semester via the telephone registry service provided 
by COM for returning students. The increased num
ber of students registering by phone can be attributed 
to large·scale promotion by the COM Admissions 
Team during the fall semester, Peace said. 

The total number of enrolled students this semester 
is down to an estimated 3,260, almost a thousand fewer 
student~as compared to four years ago. This4.75 per· 
cent drop in head count is largely in the technical and 
industrial fields: .35 percent in academics and 4.4 per
cent in technical areas. The drop in the overall student 
head count may be partially due to COM requiring its 
students to take the Texas Academic Skills Program 
test prior to registerinf Peace speculated. 

Continued from Page 1----------
that he had a weapon," Clifton said. "He would reach his 
hand in his pocket and intimidate them." 

Clifton stressed the importance of calling the campus po
. lice. "People need to let us know what is happening. COM 

police officers are fully certified officers through the state of 
Texas with the powers to detain, arrest and charge for viola
tions of state laws and are responsible for the enforcement 
of certain college policies. 

"We are no different than any other police officers," Clifton 
stressed. 

After the COM police detained the two, they called the 
district attorney's office to obtain charges. The COM police 
were told to prepare a photo spread and get an identification 
from the victims. As of now the man and woman have been 
written criminal tresspass warnings ... If they are caught on 
campus they will be arrested immediately," aifton said. The 
campus police are still gathering evidence to charge the 
couple in the other cases. 

The male is described as an Africail-American. He ap
pears to be in his mid·20s, but is really 38 years old. He 
weighs 205 pounds, is 5 feet 11 inches tall, has a muscular 
build and black hair cut close to his head. He sometimes has 
a beard and mustache and usually wears a dark jacket 

The woman is described as an African-American weigh-

ing 375 pounds. She is 5 feet 8 inches tall, has short black 
hair and appears to be in her early 30s. She was last seen 
wearing a dark jumpsuit and a yellow T-shirt. 

Both have a severe body odor and are "dumpy" in appear
ance, Clifton said. 

According to Clifton the male has a prior criminal history. 
He also said the woman has been seen :'working the gate at 
the Breakers Apartments (in Texas City), the HEB parking 
lot in Tex.as City and the La Marque Police Department has 
had contact with her as well." 

If you see the couple on campus contact the COM police 
immediately at Ext. 599, the emergency number. 

The police have officers on campus 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. There are three shifts: 7 a.m.-3 p.m.; 3 p.m.-11 
p.m.~ and 11 p.m.· 7 a.m. 

"Monday throu$11 Friday, we schedule three officers in 
the day, three in the evening and one at night," Clifton.said. 
"However, frequently we are down to one to two officers." 
On the weekends only one officer works a shift. 

The seven fuU-time officers and the nine part-time offic
ers work to keep the COM campus safe. To report any suspi
cious activity or crimes on campus call Ext. 599 for emer
gencies and 403 for non-emergencies. The Police Team asks 
that incidents such as the panhandling and the carjacking be 
reported immediately. Don't wait and calJ from home. 

The TASP is a test required by the state since fall 
1989. It's purpose is to ensure that students have the 
nec:essary skills in mathmetics, reading and writing to 
do well in college level courses. Students whose scores 
indicate a need for remedial courses must take at least 
one remedial class per semester in any of the are·as 
needed until they have passed all three TASP sections. 

Unblueprinted drain methane gas leak source 
Many students have difficulty passing remedial 

classes, resulting in students' repeating the same 
courses, Peace said. This discourages students who 
tire of repeating the same class.es and who frequently 
drop them or do not return for future semesters. If stu
dents drop the remedial classes necessary for enroll· 
ment, they are dropped from all their classes. 
· Overall, Peace said the spring registration process 
went comparatively well, with 400 more students reg
istering by phone than previously. Late registration was 
centralized in the Leaming Resources Center Audito
rium, L-131, and Peace said jokingly, "Instead of stand
ing in long lines, people were sitting in long lines." 

Continued from Page 1,-----------
the open drain was discovered the team closed it and 
Kostelecky believes this will take care of the problem. 
Kostelecky ·added that the pipes have now been repaired in 
the Student Center. 

The Maintenance Team had originally planned to smoke 
the pipes over the Christmas holidays to pinpoint the area Qf 
leakage. But because there were no complaints, the pipes 
were oot.mwked at that time., 

"With all of the other project5 going on, we just couldn't 
get to it (smoking)," Kostelecky said. Until Feb. 12 there 
had been only one report of an odor. 

Instead of smoking the pipes during the holidays, 
Kostelecky and his team worked on refinishing the Gym 
basketball floor, reconstructing the Math/Science Lab and 

Spring 1999 lnterCO M Staff 

The spring 1999 lnterCOM staff are (front) Steve Pifer; (middle row, from left) Myles Martin; Amy K. Patlach, 
managing editor; Daniel M. Decker; (back1 from left) Rachel Delanolx; Patricia HIii, layout editor; Michael 
Navarro; and Tammy Cupit. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
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finishing the new Public Se,vice Careers Building across 
from the main entrance to COM. 

Kosteleck5' an .. d'his team also spent Christmas Eve clean
ing and repaiQilg the College Services Office in the mainte
nance building. KosteleckY's secretary phoned him Christ· 
mas Eve after discovering one to two inches of water on the 
office floor.~ ruptured water heater had caused the leak. 

·········~········~········· . ,. 
: DOLLARS : • • • • • • 
• 

FOR SCHOLARS • • • • • 
• The University of Houston-Clear Lake • 
• • • congratulates these outstanding College of the • 
: Mainland students on receiving a·New Student: 
: Scholarship to attend UH-Clear Lake • • 
: beginning Spring '99. • • 
• • • Janet Prince - Gavel • • 

Fay Lascelle - Stellar • • 
Donna Marburger - Stellar • • • • • 

UH-Clear Lake is now accepting : 
• New Student scholarship applications• 
• 

for summer or fall '99. Scholarship • 
• 

awards range·from $500 to $1000 • • 
annually. Requirements vary with : 

: each scholarship type, : 
• • • • 

• • • • 
:APPLICATION DEADLINE:-• . 
• • • 

IS JUNE 1 • • • • • • CALL 281-283-2520 for a scholarship packet.• 
• • • • • • 
: University of Houston Iii Clear Lake : 
: 2700 Bay Area Blvd., Houston, TX 77058- I 098 • • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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Campus Life 

COM fall soccer team 

The COM tall soccer team finished the season In December; how.ever, make-up gafflea didn't end untll January. • 
Anyone Interested In joining the soccer team should contact Maryann Urick, coordinator of Recreatlonal Pro
grams and Student Activities at (409) 938-121~ or toll-free (888) 2sa..aass, Ext. 418. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

18th Annual Run/Walk for Your Heart Feb. 20 
By TAMMY CUPIT 
Staff Reporter 

The 18th Annual Run/Walk for Your Heart event is set for 
Saturday, Feb. 20. The starting point is in front of the Col
lege of the Mainland Administration Building. The Run/Walk 
begins al 8: 15 a.m.; however, all participants need to pick up 
registration packets in the COM Gym beginning at 7 a.m. 

The event includes the 1/4-, 1-, 3-, and 6-mile run or walk 
with contributions of $8 for 1/4 mile and $15 for 1; 3; or 6 
miles. 

COM is sponsoring the event in association with the Co-

lumbia Mainland-Medical Center, Amoco and the Ameri
can Heart Association. 

Volunteers arc needed to help with the Run/Walk and will 
receive free T-shirts for their efforts. They need to report to 
the Gym at 7 a.m. the day of the event 

Participants were asked to enter by Feb. 12, but late en
tries are still being accepted. However, those who sign up 
late are not assured a T-shirt. 

To enter, volunteer, or for furtheF information and regis
tration fonns call Maryann Urick, coordinator of Recreational 
Programs and Student Activities, at (409) 938-121 l -or toll
free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

Galveston celebrates 14th consecutive Mardi Gras 
Continued from Page 1----------
ing the satirical Pinstripe Pasquinade featuring corporate 
clowns and business buffoons as well as the elaborate Cir
cus Mom us Grand Night finale with 20 floats and 15 march
ing bands. 

The Mardi Gras celebration is coordinated by the 
Galveston Park Board of Trustees in conjunction with the 
city of Galveston and 13 participating Mardi Gras krewes. It 
was observed on Galveston Island as early as 1867 and was 
revived in 1985 by Galveston-born preservationist and de
veloper George Mitchell. This year marks the 14th consecu
tive Mardi Gras on the island and hundreds of thousands of 
people revel in the largest celebration .of the event in Texas. 

Historically, Mardi Gras is a festival of feasting and merry
making that precedes the season of Lent. The term, mardi 
gras, is a French one nleaning Fat Tuesday. The name arose 
from the custom of parading a fat oX through the streets on 
Shrove Tuesday which is the day before Ash Wednesday, 
the beginning of Lent. Participants eat, drink and make merry 
during Mardi Gras attempting to satiate the desires of the 
flesh prior to the -abstinence observed during Lent. 

College of the Mainland students were able to get in the 
spirit with free food and music served during the Mardi Gras 
celebration held Feb. 16 in the Student Center. 

For funher history and future Mardi Gras events being 
planned, visit www.galvestontourism.com on the Internet. 

Ruins2 runs through Feb. 26 at COM Art Gallery 

(From left) Kevin Visentln; Andrea Thomas; Janet HaHlnger, COM Art Gallery director and cura·tor; aoel Kevin 
Gordon v1ew a photograph In Ruins'. The photography exhibit features the work of Cynthia Lalgh~Nuasenblatt 
and Stave Nuaaenblatt. The exhibit runs through Feb. 28 at th·e COM Art Gallery. (Photo by Danlel M. Decker) 
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COM First Responders 
on hand for emergencies 
By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

The First Responders program at College of the Mainland 
is the first line of defense at COM for medical emergencies. 
Located in the Technical/Vocational Building, the COM First 
Responders are trained to handle medical emergencies that 
arise on campus. 

"If we have some kind of a (medical) problem on campus 
... we would contact them (COM First Responders)," said 
COM Police Officer Arbry Clifton, who serves as the ad
ministrative liaison between the police and the Res)X)nders. 

The COM First Responders "offer basic life sup)X)n on a 
volunteer basis," said Nancy Eubanks, director of Emergency 
Medical Services.. and HeaJth Occupation Programs. Some 
of the more serious cases treated include seizures, chest pain, 
high blood pressure, unconsciousness and allergic reactions. 

Eubanks leads the 1_5 part-time volunte.ers who make up 
the COM First Responders staff. Approximately 60 percent 
of the staff are firefighter paramedics. 

In the event of an emergency, the COM police call the 
Texas City First Responders to place them on alen; then they 
call the COM First Responders to see if they are available. If 
the COM First Responders are not available, the Texas City 
First Responders are told to come, Clifton said. If the COM 
First Responders are available, they arrive withi.n five min
utes, Eubanks said. 

The COM police contact the Texas City First Responders 
first because Texas City has better equipment and more man
power; however it can take them up to 10 minutes to arrive, 
Clifton said. If COM First Responders are not totally 
equipped to handle the emergency, they can render aid until 
the Texas City First Responders can get there. 

Once the Texas City First Responders are contacted, an 
ambulance is dispatched. Either the patient or the First Re
sponders decide whether ambulance transpon is needed. 
Responders have the overiding vote if they believe the pa
tient should go the hospitai, even if the patient declines. 

In case of an eIIlergency, the COM police should be con
tacted first. They make the decision to call the COM First 
Responders if it·is "out of our (police) area of expertise," 
Clifton said. If the police believe that it is warranted, they 
will call the COM First Responders. 

In case of an on-campus emergency call Ext. 599. For 
non-emergencies on campus dial Ext. 403. 

To contact the COM police in an emergency from off
campus, call (409) 939-1211 or toll-free at (888) 258-8859, 
Ext. 599 or Ext. 403 for non-emergencies. 

Sports Day set for March 25 
By MYLES MARTIN 
Staff Reporter 

The Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports 
Day is set for March 25 at the San Jacinto Olllege 
Central Campus in Pasadena. College of the Main
land will participate as usual. 

Students are needed to try out for 8-ball, table ten
nis, tennis, racquetball and softbaJI. The 8-ball tryouts 
will be-on Monday, Feb. 22, in the COM Student Cen
ter at 2 p.m. Table tennis tryouts are on Tuesday, Feb. 
23, in the Gym, P-112, at 7 p.m. Tennis tryouts are set 
for Thursday, Feb. 25, at 2 p.m. Racquetball tryouts 
will be Thursday, March 3, at 3 p.m. on the racquet
ball coun. The softball practices for Sports Day are 
every Tuesday and Thursday from 3-5 p.m. and every 
Sunday at 3 p.mon the backfield until Sports Day. 

For more infonnation call Maryann Urick, coordi-
11ator of Recreational Programs and Student Activi
ties, at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 251\-8859, 
Ext. 418: 

• 
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Clinton's behavior 
warrented removal 

We've been hearing a lot about President Clinton these 
days. He has become the first president in 130 years to be 
impeached by the House of Representatives and forced to 
stand trial in the Senate. Many believe President Clinton's 
impeachment was totally partisan and biased, and that the 
whole process has been nothing but a Republican ploy to 
"get the president of the United States." 

J don't believe this is true. · Ointon bas done this to 
himself. 

The issue is not about sex, but about the fact that the 
man lied to us. He told all of us that he did not have 
"sexual relations with that woman, Miss Lewinsky." 
However, when he got caught he went on national 
television in August and admitted to having an "inappro
priate relationship" with Lewinsky. And worse, only 
because he got caught, did he apologize for "misleading 
people." To say that the Republicans are trying to embar
rass Bill Clinton is extreme; Bill Clinton has embarrassed 
himself. 

T1me and again we have heard that the impeachment 
debates in the House have ''lowered the standard" of 
presidential impeachments. I believe the standard has 
been lowered because the alleged offenses leading up to 
Clinton's impeachment are not of the same caliber as those 
committed by President Nixon in.the early '70s. Many 
opponents to Clinton's impeachment have indicated that 
Nixonian crimes (covering up breaking and entering) are 
the only type of impeachable offenses. This is not true. 

Bill Clinton has betrayed everyone's trust. The main 
theme in his State of the Union address was to "save 
Social Security first." That probably could have been 
changed to "Save my presidency first, then we will worry 
about everything else." 

Now'that the impeachment trial is over, and Clinton has 
been cleared of both articles of impeachment brought 
against him, I wonder what will happen to the sense of law 
and order in this country. Apparently the U.S, Senate does 
not have too much of a problem with the president of the 
United States being a liar. Maybe the next step will be to 
publicly endorse and support lying. 

So I say to the president: Relax, because you can lie, no 
pun intended, your way through another two years. 
Although your behavior has been an embarassment to your 
presidency, it has been a greater embarrassment to this 
country. However, for right now, that doesn't matter. You 
can bask. in your ''victory" for a little while, if you want to 
call it that. But one pressing question remains. Was it 
really a viciory for the United States? 

40+ ~olarshipsoffeted 
" 

Do you need . ege1 College of the 
Ip applications 

I year. More !ban 
--$30,000. 

Mainlaml is 
for the 
40 
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The ~ .~ .range from the Upton & 
· Oeor ' Memorial Scbolarsh' fur Fine Atts 
· ·. ii!ll · AcademicOutoiDistrictScho!- . 
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Free food, Buzz 107.5 
mark Welcome Kickoff 
By RACHEL DEIANOIX 
Staff Reporter 

It was a bright, sunshiny day with a picnic-like atmo
sphere at the well-attended Welcome Kickoff Jan. 19. 

College of the Mainland students gathered to eat their 
free lunches (provided by the Student Activities Board) on 
the grass and at tables in the sun. Picnickers took great care 
to keep napkins and pa~rs in chedc since the wind was 
blowing, keeping the weather relatively cool. Nevertheless. 
it was a nice day to be outside. 

The Buzz, 107.5 FM sent a hummer with a driver, who 
blared alternative music across the campus, but to the dis
appointment of many students, no DJs were present. 

Taped to the tables at intervals were sign-up sheets for 
students who wished to receive infonnation on various clubs 
and groups that meet at the college. 

The food, served.by SAB members, included baked po
tatoes with all the usual fixings. Barbecue was avaJiable to 
those who requested it, which most did. As always. there 
were bottles of iced coffee and free plastic SAB souvenier 
cups filled with a selection of beverages. 

Students who went through the food line received tickets 
for a drawing held after everyone was served. Prizes in
cluded $10 gift cenificates to the COM Bookstore and COM 
Amigos T-shirts. Ticket-holders had to be present to win 
and several unclaimed numbers were drawn before win
ners were chosen. 
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COIi -nu and faculty go through tho nni
lng tine at the Welcome Kickoff Ja~. 18. The SAS 
hosta a kickoff at the beginning of each long ... 
master. Attendees were provided free baked po
tatoaa with barbecue and all the usual fixings, 
8& wall 88 beverages. Buzz 107.5 provided mu
sic for Iha ovenL (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Fate of favorite TV shows in brother's hands 

Patricia 
Hill 

f recently received some disturbing news about my 
brother Tom who lives in Austin. He has recently become 
a member of the Nielsen family. 

No, he didn't suddenly discover his b.irth family. 
Unfortunately, he was not adopted. 

Tom is nOw part of the very small sampling of Arp,eri
cans who are used by Nielsen Media Research to deter
mine television ratings and audience estimates. 

Why is this so disturbing to me? Because I love 1V and 
he can take it or leave it. Throughout my life I've loved all 
the shows that received low ratings despite the fact that the 
critics and I loved them: programs like Homefront, Twin 
Peaks and Maximum Bob. They were all canceled because 
according to the Nielsen ratings only the critics and I were 
watching them. 

If fate were kind, I would have been selected to be a 
Nielsen, not Tom. 

Although there are more than 99 million households 
with televisions in the United States, there ·are only 5,000 

Nielsen families (13,()()t) people). And through chance my 
brother is one of them. 

Shortly after he moved into his new apartment, a 
Nielsen Media Research representative knocked on his 
door and told him his apartment had been selected to be 
part of the test sample. To his credit, he tried to get out of it 
by telling them he watched very little TV. In fact, he had 
only recently bought a television after a year of not having 
one. He suggested they use the family next door. The 
Nielsen rep said it had to be his apartment. 

So by a quirk of fate, my brother Tom now plays a part 
in deciding television programming. 

This wouldn't be quite as disturbing if I wereii't familiar 
with what he considers good viewing. Tom watches Bill 
Dance Outdoors and any other fishing or outdoor show, 
He watches documentaries about wars and airplanes. He 
watches animals-in-the-wild shows. And he watche'.s CNN 
and the local news. That's it. If he has found a good book, 
he doesn't watch anything. 

This is not a per&>n who should have the fate of my 
favorit~ shows in his'hands. 

Nielsen Media Research will not release the names of its 
sample group. That is why I am writing this article. I felt 
the American viewing public should have an explanation 
wl\en the top-rated shows in the country are Bill Dance 
Outdoors, The War to End All Wars and Wolves-Friend 
or Foe. 

PTK to hold rummage sale, induction ceremony 
Over the holiday season, Phi Theta Kappa, the Interna

tional Honor Society of the Two Year College, helped make 
the lives of abandoned pets a little brighter. The College of 
the Mainland Sigma Delta Chapter painted the dog kennels 
at the Bay Area SPCA on Dec. 13. 

The chapter thanks all volunteeffi, especially Lowe's of 
Texas City for giving a discount on paint supplies. Now the 
dogs have bright white kennels, and PTK members have a 
wonderful sense of accomplishment and unity. 

The SPCA advises community niembers that they can help 
reduce the number of abandoned pets by getting their pets 
spayed or neutered, or by adopting an fillimal from a shelter. 

The next big event for the COM honor society is a rum
mage sale at 2006 2nd Ave N., Texas City, Saturday and 

• 

Sunday, Feb. 20-21. For infonnation call Misty Wtlken, the 
chapter's historian at ( 409) 948-0641. 

The induction ceremony for new YfK members is set for 
Sunday, March 3 at 7 p.m. AU new members and ceremony 
participants should repon for the rehearsal at 12:JP p.m. in 
the Leaming Resources Center Auditorium, L-131. 

Phi Theta Kappa officers are Travis Marion, president; 
Christina Hurtado, vice president; Devon Henry, secretary; 
Amparito Hidalgo: treasurer; Wilken. historian; and Anna 
Jordan, reporter. The society's advisers are math professors, 
Leslie Richardson and Cindy Lucas. 

For more information about events or bow to become a 
member CQPtact the advisers at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll-free 
(888) 258-8859, Exrs. 329 (Richardson) and 326 (Lucas). 
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'Meaner and leaner' Fiesel, Canton pursue degrees 
By TAMMY CUPIT 
Staff Reporter 

Meet Joe Fiesel and Nick Canton. Sometimes referred to 
as "Gloom and Doom," or "Frick and Frack,?' these two 
College of the Mainland electricians are working toward an 
as.sociate's degree in thermal technology at COM. The pair, 

almost always together, can be seen working on campus by 
day and attending classes by night. Both began tht!ir journey 
toward degrees in 1989. The degrees should be thefrs by the 
end of the year. 

Fiesel and Canton met while taking an air conditioning 
class at COM in 1989. They have tried to take most of their 
classes together since. The two smile often and always have 

a kind word or a comic 
phrase to_offer passers-by. 
When approached for this 
story, Fiesel said, "I don't 
blame you, I'd want to get 
to know us better too." 

The men also can be 
seen exercising together 
three times a week as part 
of the college's Wellness 
Program, which encourag
es employees to be health 
conscious and maintain 
fitness. By taldng advan
tage of release time of
fered by COM, Canton 
has lost 43 pounds while 
Fiesel has dropped 22, and 
both report feeling "mean
er and leaner." 

Joe Fiesel (left), COM heating, ventilation and air conditioning technician, and Nick Can
ton, COM electrlclan, pause during their Interview In the Journalism newsroom. The 
men should receive their degrees within this school year. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Fiesel, 49, works at 
keeping the campus cli
mate comfortable in his 

-

job as a heating, ventilation and air conditioning technician. 
He has been with COM for five years and is married to fel
low COM employee Joan Fiesel. They have one daughter 
currently in college in Austin. Fiesel 's hobbies include cook
ing and running his own air conditioning business. His ad
vice to COM ·students is to stay in school. "If I knew then 
what I know now," Fiesel said, "I'd have a Ph.D." 

Canton, 47, is a maintenance electrician on campus and 
will celebrate 10 years with COM in April When he receives 
his 10-yearservice award from the college. He has been mar
ried for more than 20 years and has three children including 
one son who also is enrolled at CO NL Canton lists deer hunt
ing and maintaining his boat as hObbies. His advice to COM 
students is, "Listen to your mother and father and stay in 
school-keep going." 

Canto~ and Fiesel both report that the COM instructors 
have all been "excellent" in unique ways. Both men report 
that their favorite subjects have been air conditioning and 
refrigeration. However, one course that they were initially 
worried about taking has turned into a favorite. This was the 
public speaking course they took last semester from Profes
sor Roger Stallings. The two stated that they would have 
taken speech first had they realized bow beneficial it is. "Ev
eryone should take this class because it helps with your life 
and with your other classes," Fiesel said and Canton agreed. 

The men will move on to college algebra next fall. They 
saved this class for last for fear it would be the most difficult 
to get through. Both state-they'll manage, though. And with 
nine years of perseverance, you can expect to see them smil
ing together at graduation soon. 

--U.N. representative 
speaks on sanctions 

Responsible policy in Iraq program set for Feb. 22 

By MYLES MARTIN 
Staff' Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Social and Behavioral 
Sciences Team is sponsoring "What Next? Towards a Re
sponsible Policy in Iraq," Monday, Feb. 22, at 9:30 a.m. 
in the Leaming Resources Center Auditorium, L-131. 

The program speakers are Denis Halliday, fonner U.N. 

assistant secretary general and chief United Nations Re
lief coordinator for Iraq, and Phylliss Bennis, a Fellow at 
the Institute for Policy Studies, Washington, D.C. 

For more information contact Dr. Dave Smith at ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll free at (888) 258-8859 Ext. 212. 

U.S. Rep. Shella Jackson Lee, D-Houston, eulo-
glzes Wayne Johnson, Galveston County com
missioner, at his memorial service Jan. 29 In the 
COM Gym. Johnson was a popular community 
leader whom many saw as a rising Democratic 
Party star. He died Jan. 25 from a heart attack at 
Hobby Airport. Lee was one of many dignitaries 
present at the service. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Graduation applications due 
The deadline for application to participate in the College 

of the Mainland graduation ceremony is March 22. All stu
dents eligible to graduate must apply in the Advisement Cen
ter of the Administration Building so that their records can 
be checked to assure all requirements have been met. 

Students interested in helping with graduation should con
tact Connie Bardwell in the Advisement Center or call ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 470. 

--------- - -- --- -
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COM observance celebrates MLK's life 
By DANIEL M. DECKER 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Social and Behavioral Scienc
es Team sponsored a Martin Luther King Jr. celebration Jan. 
21 in the Leaming Resources C.enter Auditorium, L-131. Such 
an observance is "occasion for people to remember Dr. King's 
life and dedicate themselves anew to his dreams," said 
Michele Gagnier, COM government professor. 

The Celebration of the Life and Legacy of Martin Luther 
King Jr. program, which recounted Dr. King's life and ef
forts for racial equality and an end of racist oppression, includ
ed four speakers as well as a video presentation prepared by 
Dr. Manuel Utbina, COM history professor. The video in
cluded clips from Dr. King's speeches. giving insight into 
the life and philosophy of the man behind the reforms. 

"We need a clear vision of this man more than ever," said 
Gagnier, in reference to Dr. King's work for equality in vot-· 
ing rights. She said that Dr. King wanted to stir people's con
sciences through the use of non-viol!nt resistance. "Non
violence is the way of the ,strong," Gagnier quoted King. 
adding: "We need leaders like him today. We all know that 
Martin Luther King had a dream, but do we recall and are we 
teaching the next generation that he was more of a fighter 
than a dream." 

Deyossie Harris, an instructor for the Social and Behav
ioral Sciences Team, spoke about Dr. King's efforts for equal-

, 

ity and racial justice in labor. 
"I am convinced that labor builds this society," Hanis said. 

"And it disturbs me when I find out how few Americans 
know about the contributions ... of workers in this society." 
Harris stated that labor unions have more discriminatory 
policies than most organizations, especially against blacks 
and women, and that a serious conflict exists among the U.S. 
government, industry and workers. "We need to work to

gether; we need to help each other," Harris said, then quoted 
Dr. King, "When the Negro wins, labor wins." 

Dr. Dave Smith, COM history professor, said; "Dr. King 
stood for radical change in our economic, social and politi
cal institutions." American society and economics are in a 
more terrible condition today than they were even 30 years 
ago. Dr. Smith quoted Dr. King: ''The Black Revolution is 
much more than a struggle for the rights of the Negroes. It is 
forcing America to face au its interrelated flaws ... and sug
gests that the radical reconstruction of society is the real is
sue to be faced." 

Alex Pratt, acting dean of COM Instruction and Student 
Development, closed the celebration by saying: "We need 
to climb up the mountain. We have not reached th.e 
mountaintop ... there is still discrimination today. But today, 
we call it discrimination with a smile." It is the duty of ev
eryone to do the utmost to end racial injustice, Pratt said. 

_"Wedo need to collect on our promissory note, and it's your 
job to do that." 

Student Handbook offers more thanjust COM rules 
By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Handbook is avail
able in the Counseling Center on the second floor of the 
Studef:it Center. This free publication is designed to help Stu
dents understand what it takes to succeed in college. 

Included in the handbook are behavorial responsiblities; 
the mental differences between college survivors and drop
outs; an attitude test; and a map of the campus. 

The type of conduct that can result in displinary action 
includes being intoxicated on campus; selling, buying or be-

ing under the influence! l)f controlled substances on campus; 
and the willful damaging of college property. 

The offenses subj1ct to disciplinary action were "excetpted 
from the (COM) catalog," said James Shippy, associate dean 
for Student Services, and author of the handbook. Students 
charged with any of these offenses will be given the right to 
a fair hearing. They also have the right to appeal to the dean 
of lnstruction and Student DeVeiopment. If that is unsatis
factory they may appeal to the college president. 

The handbook describes college survivors and dropouts. 
Which statement from Page 15 fits you? "I can visualize 
myself graduating," or "No one cares if I graduate?" 

Dr. Peter Pellett, a professor of nutrition at the University 
of Mas.sachusetts and a member of the U. N. Food and Agri
culture Agency, SJXlke to College of the Mainland students 
and faculty in the Fine Arts Recital Hall Jan. 19. SNA officers promote health awareness InterCOM answers queries about bookstore policies 

In his official capacity for the United Nations, Dr, Pellett 
has visited Iraq on many occasions, most recently in 1997 to 
investigate tl\e effects of U.N. sanctions on·Iraq. 

Dr. Pellett explained that food in Iraq is rationed by the 
government and that citizens are able to pay a relatively small 
price for basic goods such as tlOur, rice, sugar and tea. How
ever, though many other goods are available in Iraqi food 
markets, almost no one can afford them because the prices 
are so high. He told the group that the only reason the Iraqis 
have been able to survive the sanctions is because the Iraqi 
government and the people are very organized. 

Even though the government offers efficient rations, addi
tional foods are needed for balanced nutrition since a large 
percentage of Iraqis have nutritionally imbalanced diets. 

Dr. Pellett showed the audience slides he took himself of 
malnourished children some of which were very disturbing, 
revealing severely underweight bodies. He said being even 
mildly underweight increases the risk of death and inhibits 
cognitive development in children. 

Dr. Pellett also told of the living conditions in some of the 
Iraqi cities, describing open sewers emptying sewage into 
streets. As a result, outbreaks of previously eradicated dis
eases, such as cholera have occurred. He also reported that 
infant deaths in Iraq are at about 5,000 per month. 

The purpose of Dr. Petlett's talk was to emphasize the se~ 
vere deprivation the Iraqis are suffering as a result of sanc
tions. Dr. Pellett stated that sanctions purposefully induce 
poverty into a country, and most Americans are unaware of 
the suffering in Iraq as a result of the sanctions. 

During the question and answer session after Dr. Pellett's 
speech, history Professor Larry Smith asked what people 
could do about the sanctions. Dr. Pellett said people should 
become educated and write· to their members of Congress. 

By TAMMY CUPIT 
Staff Reporter 

Eleven women are leading the way in an effort to promote 
community wellness while working toward nursing careers. 

These women are the current officers of the Student Nurses 
Awx:iaton at College of the Mainland. According to the SNA 
officers, the organization's purpose is to aid in the develop
ment of the individual while urging nur.,ing students, as fu
ture healthcare professionals, to be aware of and contribute 
to improving the health of all people. 

The SNA consists of approximately 110 members made 
up of first- and second-year 
nursing students. The orga
nization SJX>nsor... programs 
and activities designed to 
promote the pen.onal growth 
of each member. 

Corpus Christi Feb. 24-28. Nursing·students from around 
the state will participate. National officers will be elected 
and nursing and healthcare issues will be discussed. 

SNA president, Cynthia Brisbin, is enthusiastic about the 
coming convention as Well as the activities of the COM SNA. 
"This- organization··changed my persp~ctive On nursing," 
Brisbin stated. "I had no idea of the impact nursing has on 
everything." 

In April the SNA is scheduled to participate in the Relay 
for Life fund-raiser sponsored by the American Cancer So

ciety and held in the Texas City Stadium. SNA members 
will provide basic first aid at the event. 

SNA also is involved in 
community service projects, 
such as the blood drive Feb. 
2-3, sponsored by the COM 
Student Activities Board. 
This event came at a time 
when state and local facili
ties were experiencing se
vere blood sho~ages. 

The SNA also held a fund
raiser Feb. 13-14 designed to 
help students with costs re
lated to attending the annual 
Texas SNA convention in 

COM Student NurHa A1soclatlon '98--'99 officers (standing, from left) are Cynthia 
Brisbin, president; Denise Carey, vice president; Janice Kelley, secretary; Cherish 
VIiianova, Student Advlsery Board representative; Donna Nunley, TNSA representa
tive; Karen Sadleir, tr,aaurer; (sitting, from left) Christine Jeter, historian; Trachel 
Crow, fund-raiser chairwoman; Terri Corbett, nominations and elections chalrwomanj 
Amber Lanting, editor; and Brandy Snipe, community service chairwoman. 
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By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

In order to respond to the Letter to the Editor from Joe 
Silva regarding textlxiok prices at the College of the Main
land Bookstore (See Page 2), lnterCOM asked manager, C.B. 
Wilbome, exactly how the bookstore operates. 

Wilbome explained that each ~mester the bookstore sends 
the department a list of books the store can order from pub-· 
lishers. The departments then make selections. They also 
inform the bookstore about plans to change texts. 

When a department decides to teach out of a different text 
or a newer edition of the text, the bookstore orders the books 
and creates a list of texts no longer eligible for buy-back. 
Wilborne emphasized the reason the bookstore will not buy 
back discontinued books is because students will have no 
reason to buy them. Buying back books which the store can
not sell would cause an economfC strain, he said. 

The COM Bookstore buy-back and refund policy can be 
found on the bookmark presented at the time of purchase, 
Wilbome said. The buy-back periods are at the end of each 
semester, and exact dates are posted throughout the school. 

Books that are in good condition are bought back for half 
the purchase price. 

Book refunds require the-return of a book, new or used, 
not including workbooks or paperbacks, with the sales re
ceipt within the first two weeks of class in a Jong semester 
and during the first week of the summer semesters. 

When returning books~ students should specify they are 

returning books not selling them back. This will avoid a mis
understanding. A misunder..tanding about returning books 
was one of the reasons Silva wrote his Letter to the Bditor. 

For the bookstore to determine how many books it needs 

' 

• 

to order, departments gives estimates of the number of books 
to buy based on enrollment at the time of registration. 

The bookstore tracks enrollment on a daily basis to deter
mine the number of books needed, Wilbome said. When a 
book runs out, the bookstore once again checks enrollment 
and orders more books. 

So, if the bookstore reviews the enrollment, why does a 
supply of books run out? Because a COM ID is nol necesary 
to purchase materials at the bookstore, Wilbome said. Any
one from the outside can buy books. The COM Bookstore 
charges less for books than other colleges and universities 
whose bookstores make a large profit, Wilborne explained. 

So, what is the bookstore doing to correct the supply prob
lem? The bookstore now has an automated inventory con
trol system, Wilbome explained. This computer program 
tracks the number of books boughrfrom publishers and stu
dents, as well as the n~mber of books sold. As a result book
store workers can get an accurate, current count of inven
tory at the push of a button. 

A common student question is how the bookstore deter
mines the price of books. Publishers regulate the prices, Wil
bome said, and the COM Board of Trustees determines how 
much profit the bookstore QlD make from the books. 1be 
Board regulates the pwfit so the bookstore does not lose 
money, so that it earns Just enough to maintain the business. 
All profit money is then used to reorder new texts for the 
next semester. 

"Our directive is to keep prices as low as possible," 
Wilbome said. "We're not a bookstore that tries to make 
money off of students." 

Some teachers also require students to purchase paper 
booklets which contain their syllabuses. The department and 
/or teacher determine whether and why students must pay 

' 

for these, not the bookstore, Wllbome emphasized. 
For more information contact Wilbome at ( 409) 938-1211 

or toll-free at (888) 258-8859, Ext. 484. 

Students wait in line at the beginning of the spring 
semester to purchase books from the COM Bookstore. 

(Photo by Jim Hlgglnga) 

• 

• 

• 

• 

.. 

.• 

. 

.. 

.. 

• 

.• t '\ . 

h • 

.. 



I 

1------~-+--------------.,,----- -~ - -- --
Page 4, February 1999, loterCOM 

News/Features 

'Meaner and leaner' Fiesel, Canton pursue degrees 
By TAMMY CUPIT 
Staff Reporter 

Meet Joe Fiesel and Nick Canton. Sometimes referred to 
as "Gloom and Doom," or "Frick and Frack,?' these two 
College of the Mainland electricians are working toward an 
as.sociate's degree in thermal technology at COM. The pair, 

almost always together, can be seen working on campus by 
day and attending classes by night. Both began tht!ir journey 
toward degrees in 1989. The degrees should be thefrs by the 
end of the year. 

Fiesel and Canton met while taking an air conditioning 
class at COM in 1989. They have tried to take most of their 
classes together since. The two smile often and always have 

a kind word or a comic 
phrase to_offer passers-by. 
When approached for this 
story, Fiesel said, "I don't 
blame you, I'd want to get 
to know us better too." 

The men also can be 
seen exercising together 
three times a week as part 
of the college's Wellness 
Program, which encourag
es employees to be health 
conscious and maintain 
fitness. By taldng advan
tage of release time of
fered by COM, Canton 
has lost 43 pounds while 
Fiesel has dropped 22, and 
both report feeling "mean
er and leaner." 

Joe Fiesel (left), COM heating, ventilation and air conditioning technician, and Nick Can
ton, COM electrlclan, pause during their Interview In the Journalism newsroom. The 
men should receive their degrees within this school year. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Fiesel, 49, works at 
keeping the campus cli
mate comfortable in his 

-

job as a heating, ventilation and air conditioning technician. 
He has been with COM for five years and is married to fel
low COM employee Joan Fiesel. They have one daughter 
currently in college in Austin. Fiesel 's hobbies include cook
ing and running his own air conditioning business. His ad
vice to COM ·students is to stay in school. "If I knew then 
what I know now," Fiesel said, "I'd have a Ph.D." 

Canton, 47, is a maintenance electrician on campus and 
will celebrate 10 years with COM in April When he receives 
his 10-yearservice award from the college. He has been mar
ried for more than 20 years and has three children including 
one son who also is enrolled at CO NL Canton lists deer hunt
ing and maintaining his boat as hObbies. His advice to COM 
students is, "Listen to your mother and father and stay in 
school-keep going." 

Canto~ and Fiesel both report that the COM instructors 
have all been "excellent" in unique ways. Both men report 
that their favorite subjects have been air conditioning and 
refrigeration. However, one course that they were initially 
worried about taking has turned into a favorite. This was the 
public speaking course they took last semester from Profes
sor Roger Stallings. The two stated that they would have 
taken speech first had they realized bow beneficial it is. "Ev
eryone should take this class because it helps with your life 
and with your other classes," Fiesel said and Canton agreed. 

The men will move on to college algebra next fall. They 
saved this class for last for fear it would be the most difficult 
to get through. Both state-they'll manage, though. And with 
nine years of perseverance, you can expect to see them smil
ing together at graduation soon. 

--U.N. representative 
speaks on sanctions 

Responsible policy in Iraq program set for Feb. 22 

By MYLES MARTIN 
Staff' Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Social and Behavioral 
Sciences Team is sponsoring "What Next? Towards a Re
sponsible Policy in Iraq," Monday, Feb. 22, at 9:30 a.m. 
in the Leaming Resources Center Auditorium, L-131. 

The program speakers are Denis Halliday, fonner U.N. 

assistant secretary general and chief United Nations Re
lief coordinator for Iraq, and Phylliss Bennis, a Fellow at 
the Institute for Policy Studies, Washington, D.C. 

For more information contact Dr. Dave Smith at ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll free at (888) 258-8859 Ext. 212. 

U.S. Rep. Shella Jackson Lee, D-Houston, eulo-
glzes Wayne Johnson, Galveston County com
missioner, at his memorial service Jan. 29 In the 
COM Gym. Johnson was a popular community 
leader whom many saw as a rising Democratic 
Party star. He died Jan. 25 from a heart attack at 
Hobby Airport. Lee was one of many dignitaries 
present at the service. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Graduation applications due 
The deadline for application to participate in the College 

of the Mainland graduation ceremony is March 22. All stu
dents eligible to graduate must apply in the Advisement Cen
ter of the Administration Building so that their records can 
be checked to assure all requirements have been met. 

Students interested in helping with graduation should con
tact Connie Bardwell in the Advisement Center or call ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 470. 

--------- - -- --- -
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COM observance celebrates MLK's life 
By DANIEL M. DECKER 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Social and Behavioral Scienc
es Team sponsored a Martin Luther King Jr. celebration Jan. 
21 in the Leaming Resources C.enter Auditorium, L-131. Such 
an observance is "occasion for people to remember Dr. King's 
life and dedicate themselves anew to his dreams," said 
Michele Gagnier, COM government professor. 

The Celebration of the Life and Legacy of Martin Luther 
King Jr. program, which recounted Dr. King's life and ef
forts for racial equality and an end of racist oppression, includ
ed four speakers as well as a video presentation prepared by 
Dr. Manuel Utbina, COM history professor. The video in
cluded clips from Dr. King's speeches. giving insight into 
the life and philosophy of the man behind the reforms. 

"We need a clear vision of this man more than ever," said 
Gagnier, in reference to Dr. King's work for equality in vot-· 
ing rights. She said that Dr. King wanted to stir people's con
sciences through the use of non-viol!nt resistance. "Non
violence is the way of the ,strong," Gagnier quoted King. 
adding: "We need leaders like him today. We all know that 
Martin Luther King had a dream, but do we recall and are we 
teaching the next generation that he was more of a fighter 
than a dream." 

Deyossie Harris, an instructor for the Social and Behav
ioral Sciences Team, spoke about Dr. King's efforts for equal-

, 

ity and racial justice in labor. 
"I am convinced that labor builds this society," Hanis said. 

"And it disturbs me when I find out how few Americans 
know about the contributions ... of workers in this society." 
Harris stated that labor unions have more discriminatory 
policies than most organizations, especially against blacks 
and women, and that a serious conflict exists among the U.S. 
government, industry and workers. "We need to work to

gether; we need to help each other," Harris said, then quoted 
Dr. King, "When the Negro wins, labor wins." 

Dr. Dave Smith, COM history professor, said; "Dr. King 
stood for radical change in our economic, social and politi
cal institutions." American society and economics are in a 
more terrible condition today than they were even 30 years 
ago. Dr. Smith quoted Dr. King: ''The Black Revolution is 
much more than a struggle for the rights of the Negroes. It is 
forcing America to face au its interrelated flaws ... and sug
gests that the radical reconstruction of society is the real is
sue to be faced." 

Alex Pratt, acting dean of COM Instruction and Student 
Development, closed the celebration by saying: "We need 
to climb up the mountain. We have not reached th.e 
mountaintop ... there is still discrimination today. But today, 
we call it discrimination with a smile." It is the duty of ev
eryone to do the utmost to end racial injustice, Pratt said. 

_"Wedo need to collect on our promissory note, and it's your 
job to do that." 

Student Handbook offers more thanjust COM rules 
By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Handbook is avail
able in the Counseling Center on the second floor of the 
Studef:it Center. This free publication is designed to help Stu
dents understand what it takes to succeed in college. 

Included in the handbook are behavorial responsiblities; 
the mental differences between college survivors and drop
outs; an attitude test; and a map of the campus. 

The type of conduct that can result in displinary action 
includes being intoxicated on campus; selling, buying or be-

ing under the influence! l)f controlled substances on campus; 
and the willful damaging of college property. 

The offenses subj1ct to disciplinary action were "excetpted 
from the (COM) catalog," said James Shippy, associate dean 
for Student Services, and author of the handbook. Students 
charged with any of these offenses will be given the right to 
a fair hearing. They also have the right to appeal to the dean 
of lnstruction and Student DeVeiopment. If that is unsatis
factory they may appeal to the college president. 

The handbook describes college survivors and dropouts. 
Which statement from Page 15 fits you? "I can visualize 
myself graduating," or "No one cares if I graduate?" 

Dr. Peter Pellett, a professor of nutrition at the University 
of Mas.sachusetts and a member of the U. N. Food and Agri
culture Agency, SJXlke to College of the Mainland students 
and faculty in the Fine Arts Recital Hall Jan. 19. SNA officers promote health awareness InterCOM answers queries about bookstore policies 

In his official capacity for the United Nations, Dr, Pellett 
has visited Iraq on many occasions, most recently in 1997 to 
investigate tl\e effects of U.N. sanctions on·Iraq. 

Dr. Pellett explained that food in Iraq is rationed by the 
government and that citizens are able to pay a relatively small 
price for basic goods such as tlOur, rice, sugar and tea. How
ever, though many other goods are available in Iraqi food 
markets, almost no one can afford them because the prices 
are so high. He told the group that the only reason the Iraqis 
have been able to survive the sanctions is because the Iraqi 
government and the people are very organized. 

Even though the government offers efficient rations, addi
tional foods are needed for balanced nutrition since a large 
percentage of Iraqis have nutritionally imbalanced diets. 

Dr. Pellett showed the audience slides he took himself of 
malnourished children some of which were very disturbing, 
revealing severely underweight bodies. He said being even 
mildly underweight increases the risk of death and inhibits 
cognitive development in children. 

Dr. Pellett also told of the living conditions in some of the 
Iraqi cities, describing open sewers emptying sewage into 
streets. As a result, outbreaks of previously eradicated dis
eases, such as cholera have occurred. He also reported that 
infant deaths in Iraq are at about 5,000 per month. 

The purpose of Dr. Petlett's talk was to emphasize the se~ 
vere deprivation the Iraqis are suffering as a result of sanc
tions. Dr. Pellett stated that sanctions purposefully induce 
poverty into a country, and most Americans are unaware of 
the suffering in Iraq as a result of the sanctions. 

During the question and answer session after Dr. Pellett's 
speech, history Professor Larry Smith asked what people 
could do about the sanctions. Dr. Pellett said people should 
become educated and write· to their members of Congress. 

By TAMMY CUPIT 
Staff Reporter 

Eleven women are leading the way in an effort to promote 
community wellness while working toward nursing careers. 

These women are the current officers of the Student Nurses 
Awx:iaton at College of the Mainland. According to the SNA 
officers, the organization's purpose is to aid in the develop
ment of the individual while urging nur.,ing students, as fu
ture healthcare professionals, to be aware of and contribute 
to improving the health of all people. 

The SNA consists of approximately 110 members made 
up of first- and second-year 
nursing students. The orga
nization SJX>nsor... programs 
and activities designed to 
promote the pen.onal growth 
of each member. 

Corpus Christi Feb. 24-28. Nursing·students from around 
the state will participate. National officers will be elected 
and nursing and healthcare issues will be discussed. 

SNA president, Cynthia Brisbin, is enthusiastic about the 
coming convention as Well as the activities of the COM SNA. 
"This- organization··changed my persp~ctive On nursing," 
Brisbin stated. "I had no idea of the impact nursing has on 
everything." 

In April the SNA is scheduled to participate in the Relay 
for Life fund-raiser sponsored by the American Cancer So

ciety and held in the Texas City Stadium. SNA members 
will provide basic first aid at the event. 

SNA also is involved in 
community service projects, 
such as the blood drive Feb. 
2-3, sponsored by the COM 
Student Activities Board. 
This event came at a time 
when state and local facili
ties were experiencing se
vere blood sho~ages. 

The SNA also held a fund
raiser Feb. 13-14 designed to 
help students with costs re
lated to attending the annual 
Texas SNA convention in 

COM Student NurHa A1soclatlon '98--'99 officers (standing, from left) are Cynthia 
Brisbin, president; Denise Carey, vice president; Janice Kelley, secretary; Cherish 
VIiianova, Student Advlsery Board representative; Donna Nunley, TNSA representa
tive; Karen Sadleir, tr,aaurer; (sitting, from left) Christine Jeter, historian; Trachel 
Crow, fund-raiser chairwoman; Terri Corbett, nominations and elections chalrwomanj 
Amber Lanting, editor; and Brandy Snipe, community service chairwoman. 
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By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

In order to respond to the Letter to the Editor from Joe 
Silva regarding textlxiok prices at the College of the Main
land Bookstore (See Page 2), lnterCOM asked manager, C.B. 
Wilbome, exactly how the bookstore operates. 

Wilbome explained that each ~mester the bookstore sends 
the department a list of books the store can order from pub-· 
lishers. The departments then make selections. They also 
inform the bookstore about plans to change texts. 

When a department decides to teach out of a different text 
or a newer edition of the text, the bookstore orders the books 
and creates a list of texts no longer eligible for buy-back. 
Wilborne emphasized the reason the bookstore will not buy 
back discontinued books is because students will have no 
reason to buy them. Buying back books which the store can
not sell would cause an economfC strain, he said. 

The COM Bookstore buy-back and refund policy can be 
found on the bookmark presented at the time of purchase, 
Wilbome said. The buy-back periods are at the end of each 
semester, and exact dates are posted throughout the school. 

Books that are in good condition are bought back for half 
the purchase price. 

Book refunds require the-return of a book, new or used, 
not including workbooks or paperbacks, with the sales re
ceipt within the first two weeks of class in a Jong semester 
and during the first week of the summer semesters. 

When returning books~ students should specify they are 

returning books not selling them back. This will avoid a mis
understanding. A misunder..tanding about returning books 
was one of the reasons Silva wrote his Letter to the Bditor. 

For the bookstore to determine how many books it needs 

' 
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to order, departments gives estimates of the number of books 
to buy based on enrollment at the time of registration. 

The bookstore tracks enrollment on a daily basis to deter
mine the number of books needed, Wilbome said. When a 
book runs out, the bookstore once again checks enrollment 
and orders more books. 

So, if the bookstore reviews the enrollment, why does a 
supply of books run out? Because a COM ID is nol necesary 
to purchase materials at the bookstore, Wilbome said. Any
one from the outside can buy books. The COM Bookstore 
charges less for books than other colleges and universities 
whose bookstores make a large profit, Wilborne explained. 

So, what is the bookstore doing to correct the supply prob
lem? The bookstore now has an automated inventory con
trol system, Wilbome explained. This computer program 
tracks the number of books boughrfrom publishers and stu
dents, as well as the n~mber of books sold. As a result book
store workers can get an accurate, current count of inven
tory at the push of a button. 

A common student question is how the bookstore deter
mines the price of books. Publishers regulate the prices, Wil
bome said, and the COM Board of Trustees determines how 
much profit the bookstore QlD make from the books. 1be 
Board regulates the pwfit so the bookstore does not lose 
money, so that it earns Just enough to maintain the business. 
All profit money is then used to reorder new texts for the 
next semester. 

"Our directive is to keep prices as low as possible," 
Wilbome said. "We're not a bookstore that tries to make 
money off of students." 

Some teachers also require students to purchase paper 
booklets which contain their syllabuses. The department and 
/or teacher determine whether and why students must pay 

' 

for these, not the bookstore, Wllbome emphasized. 
For more information contact Wilbome at ( 409) 938-1211 

or toll-free at (888) 258-8859, Ext. 484. 

Students wait in line at the beginning of the spring 
semester to purchase books from the COM Bookstore. 

(Photo by Jim Hlgglnga) 
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Campus Life 

COM fall soccer team 

The COM tall soccer team finished the season In December; how.ever, make-up gafflea didn't end untll January. • 
Anyone Interested In joining the soccer team should contact Maryann Urick, coordinator of Recreatlonal Pro
grams and Student Activities at (409) 938-121~ or toll-free (888) 2sa..aass, Ext. 418. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

18th Annual Run/Walk for Your Heart Feb. 20 
By TAMMY CUPIT 
Staff Reporter 

The 18th Annual Run/Walk for Your Heart event is set for 
Saturday, Feb. 20. The starting point is in front of the Col
lege of the Mainland Administration Building. The Run/Walk 
begins al 8: 15 a.m.; however, all participants need to pick up 
registration packets in the COM Gym beginning at 7 a.m. 

The event includes the 1/4-, 1-, 3-, and 6-mile run or walk 
with contributions of $8 for 1/4 mile and $15 for 1; 3; or 6 
miles. 

COM is sponsoring the event in association with the Co-

lumbia Mainland-Medical Center, Amoco and the Ameri
can Heart Association. 

Volunteers arc needed to help with the Run/Walk and will 
receive free T-shirts for their efforts. They need to report to 
the Gym at 7 a.m. the day of the event 

Participants were asked to enter by Feb. 12, but late en
tries are still being accepted. However, those who sign up 
late are not assured a T-shirt. 

To enter, volunteer, or for furtheF information and regis
tration fonns call Maryann Urick, coordinator of Recreational 
Programs and Student Activities, at (409) 938-121 l -or toll
free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

Galveston celebrates 14th consecutive Mardi Gras 
Continued from Page 1----------
ing the satirical Pinstripe Pasquinade featuring corporate 
clowns and business buffoons as well as the elaborate Cir
cus Mom us Grand Night finale with 20 floats and 15 march
ing bands. 

The Mardi Gras celebration is coordinated by the 
Galveston Park Board of Trustees in conjunction with the 
city of Galveston and 13 participating Mardi Gras krewes. It 
was observed on Galveston Island as early as 1867 and was 
revived in 1985 by Galveston-born preservationist and de
veloper George Mitchell. This year marks the 14th consecu
tive Mardi Gras on the island and hundreds of thousands of 
people revel in the largest celebration .of the event in Texas. 

Historically, Mardi Gras is a festival of feasting and merry
making that precedes the season of Lent. The term, mardi 
gras, is a French one nleaning Fat Tuesday. The name arose 
from the custom of parading a fat oX through the streets on 
Shrove Tuesday which is the day before Ash Wednesday, 
the beginning of Lent. Participants eat, drink and make merry 
during Mardi Gras attempting to satiate the desires of the 
flesh prior to the -abstinence observed during Lent. 

College of the Mainland students were able to get in the 
spirit with free food and music served during the Mardi Gras 
celebration held Feb. 16 in the Student Center. 

For funher history and future Mardi Gras events being 
planned, visit www.galvestontourism.com on the Internet. 

Ruins2 runs through Feb. 26 at COM Art Gallery 

(From left) Kevin Visentln; Andrea Thomas; Janet HaHlnger, COM Art Gallery director and cura·tor; aoel Kevin 
Gordon v1ew a photograph In Ruins'. The photography exhibit features the work of Cynthia Lalgh~Nuasenblatt 
and Stave Nuaaenblatt. The exhibit runs through Feb. 28 at th·e COM Art Gallery. (Photo by Danlel M. Decker) 
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COM First Responders 
on hand for emergencies 
By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

The First Responders program at College of the Mainland 
is the first line of defense at COM for medical emergencies. 
Located in the Technical/Vocational Building, the COM First 
Responders are trained to handle medical emergencies that 
arise on campus. 

"If we have some kind of a (medical) problem on campus 
... we would contact them (COM First Responders)," said 
COM Police Officer Arbry Clifton, who serves as the ad
ministrative liaison between the police and the Res)X)nders. 

The COM First Responders "offer basic life sup)X)n on a 
volunteer basis," said Nancy Eubanks, director of Emergency 
Medical Services.. and HeaJth Occupation Programs. Some 
of the more serious cases treated include seizures, chest pain, 
high blood pressure, unconsciousness and allergic reactions. 

Eubanks leads the 1_5 part-time volunte.ers who make up 
the COM First Responders staff. Approximately 60 percent 
of the staff are firefighter paramedics. 

In the event of an emergency, the COM police call the 
Texas City First Responders to place them on alen; then they 
call the COM First Responders to see if they are available. If 
the COM First Responders are not available, the Texas City 
First Responders are told to come, Clifton said. If the COM 
First Responders are available, they arrive withi.n five min
utes, Eubanks said. 

The COM police contact the Texas City First Responders 
first because Texas City has better equipment and more man
power; however it can take them up to 10 minutes to arrive, 
Clifton said. If COM First Responders are not totally 
equipped to handle the emergency, they can render aid until 
the Texas City First Responders can get there. 

Once the Texas City First Responders are contacted, an 
ambulance is dispatched. Either the patient or the First Re
sponders decide whether ambulance transpon is needed. 
Responders have the overiding vote if they believe the pa
tient should go the hospitai, even if the patient declines. 

In case of an eIIlergency, the COM police should be con
tacted first. They make the decision to call the COM First 
Responders if it·is "out of our (police) area of expertise," 
Clifton said. If the police believe that it is warranted, they 
will call the COM First Responders. 

In case of an on-campus emergency call Ext. 599. For 
non-emergencies on campus dial Ext. 403. 

To contact the COM police in an emergency from off
campus, call (409) 939-1211 or toll-free at (888) 258-8859, 
Ext. 599 or Ext. 403 for non-emergencies. 

Sports Day set for March 25 
By MYLES MARTIN 
Staff Reporter 

The Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports 
Day is set for March 25 at the San Jacinto Olllege 
Central Campus in Pasadena. College of the Main
land will participate as usual. 

Students are needed to try out for 8-ball, table ten
nis, tennis, racquetball and softbaJI. The 8-ball tryouts 
will be-on Monday, Feb. 22, in the COM Student Cen
ter at 2 p.m. Table tennis tryouts are on Tuesday, Feb. 
23, in the Gym, P-112, at 7 p.m. Tennis tryouts are set 
for Thursday, Feb. 25, at 2 p.m. Racquetball tryouts 
will be Thursday, March 3, at 3 p.m. on the racquet
ball coun. The softball practices for Sports Day are 
every Tuesday and Thursday from 3-5 p.m. and every 
Sunday at 3 p.mon the backfield until Sports Day. 

For more infonnation call Maryann Urick, coordi-
11ator of Recreational Programs and Student Activi
ties, at (409) 938-1211 or toll-free (888) 251\-8859, 
Ext. 418: 

• 
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Clinton's behavior 
warrented removal 

We've been hearing a lot about President Clinton these 
days. He has become the first president in 130 years to be 
impeached by the House of Representatives and forced to 
stand trial in the Senate. Many believe President Clinton's 
impeachment was totally partisan and biased, and that the 
whole process has been nothing but a Republican ploy to 
"get the president of the United States." 

J don't believe this is true. · Ointon bas done this to 
himself. 

The issue is not about sex, but about the fact that the 
man lied to us. He told all of us that he did not have 
"sexual relations with that woman, Miss Lewinsky." 
However, when he got caught he went on national 
television in August and admitted to having an "inappro
priate relationship" with Lewinsky. And worse, only 
because he got caught, did he apologize for "misleading 
people." To say that the Republicans are trying to embar
rass Bill Clinton is extreme; Bill Clinton has embarrassed 
himself. 

T1me and again we have heard that the impeachment 
debates in the House have ''lowered the standard" of 
presidential impeachments. I believe the standard has 
been lowered because the alleged offenses leading up to 
Clinton's impeachment are not of the same caliber as those 
committed by President Nixon in.the early '70s. Many 
opponents to Clinton's impeachment have indicated that 
Nixonian crimes (covering up breaking and entering) are 
the only type of impeachable offenses. This is not true. 

Bill Clinton has betrayed everyone's trust. The main 
theme in his State of the Union address was to "save 
Social Security first." That probably could have been 
changed to "Save my presidency first, then we will worry 
about everything else." 

Now'that the impeachment trial is over, and Clinton has 
been cleared of both articles of impeachment brought 
against him, I wonder what will happen to the sense of law 
and order in this country. Apparently the U.S, Senate does 
not have too much of a problem with the president of the 
United States being a liar. Maybe the next step will be to 
publicly endorse and support lying. 

So I say to the president: Relax, because you can lie, no 
pun intended, your way through another two years. 
Although your behavior has been an embarassment to your 
presidency, it has been a greater embarrassment to this 
country. However, for right now, that doesn't matter. You 
can bask. in your ''victory" for a little while, if you want to 
call it that. But one pressing question remains. Was it 
really a viciory for the United States? 

40+ ~olarshipsoffeted 
" 
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Free food, Buzz 107.5 
mark Welcome Kickoff 
By RACHEL DEIANOIX 
Staff Reporter 

It was a bright, sunshiny day with a picnic-like atmo
sphere at the well-attended Welcome Kickoff Jan. 19. 

College of the Mainland students gathered to eat their 
free lunches (provided by the Student Activities Board) on 
the grass and at tables in the sun. Picnickers took great care 
to keep napkins and pa~rs in chedc since the wind was 
blowing, keeping the weather relatively cool. Nevertheless. 
it was a nice day to be outside. 

The Buzz, 107.5 FM sent a hummer with a driver, who 
blared alternative music across the campus, but to the dis
appointment of many students, no DJs were present. 

Taped to the tables at intervals were sign-up sheets for 
students who wished to receive infonnation on various clubs 
and groups that meet at the college. 

The food, served.by SAB members, included baked po
tatoes with all the usual fixings. Barbecue was avaJiable to 
those who requested it, which most did. As always. there 
were bottles of iced coffee and free plastic SAB souvenier 
cups filled with a selection of beverages. 

Students who went through the food line received tickets 
for a drawing held after everyone was served. Prizes in
cluded $10 gift cenificates to the COM Bookstore and COM 
Amigos T-shirts. Ticket-holders had to be present to win 
and several unclaimed numbers were drawn before win
ners were chosen. 
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COIi -nu and faculty go through tho nni
lng tine at the Welcome Kickoff Ja~. 18. The SAS 
hosta a kickoff at the beginning of each long ... 
master. Attendees were provided free baked po
tatoaa with barbecue and all the usual fixings, 
8& wall 88 beverages. Buzz 107.5 provided mu
sic for Iha ovenL (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Fate of favorite TV shows in brother's hands 

Patricia 
Hill 

f recently received some disturbing news about my 
brother Tom who lives in Austin. He has recently become 
a member of the Nielsen family. 

No, he didn't suddenly discover his b.irth family. 
Unfortunately, he was not adopted. 

Tom is nOw part of the very small sampling of Arp,eri
cans who are used by Nielsen Media Research to deter
mine television ratings and audience estimates. 

Why is this so disturbing to me? Because I love 1V and 
he can take it or leave it. Throughout my life I've loved all 
the shows that received low ratings despite the fact that the 
critics and I loved them: programs like Homefront, Twin 
Peaks and Maximum Bob. They were all canceled because 
according to the Nielsen ratings only the critics and I were 
watching them. 

If fate were kind, I would have been selected to be a 
Nielsen, not Tom. 

Although there are more than 99 million households 
with televisions in the United States, there ·are only 5,000 

Nielsen families (13,()()t) people). And through chance my 
brother is one of them. 

Shortly after he moved into his new apartment, a 
Nielsen Media Research representative knocked on his 
door and told him his apartment had been selected to be 
part of the test sample. To his credit, he tried to get out of it 
by telling them he watched very little TV. In fact, he had 
only recently bought a television after a year of not having 
one. He suggested they use the family next door. The 
Nielsen rep said it had to be his apartment. 

So by a quirk of fate, my brother Tom now plays a part 
in deciding television programming. 

This wouldn't be quite as disturbing if I wereii't familiar 
with what he considers good viewing. Tom watches Bill 
Dance Outdoors and any other fishing or outdoor show, 
He watches documentaries about wars and airplanes. He 
watches animals-in-the-wild shows. And he watche'.s CNN 
and the local news. That's it. If he has found a good book, 
he doesn't watch anything. 

This is not a per&>n who should have the fate of my 
favorit~ shows in his'hands. 

Nielsen Media Research will not release the names of its 
sample group. That is why I am writing this article. I felt 
the American viewing public should have an explanation 
wl\en the top-rated shows in the country are Bill Dance 
Outdoors, The War to End All Wars and Wolves-Friend 
or Foe. 

PTK to hold rummage sale, induction ceremony 
Over the holiday season, Phi Theta Kappa, the Interna

tional Honor Society of the Two Year College, helped make 
the lives of abandoned pets a little brighter. The College of 
the Mainland Sigma Delta Chapter painted the dog kennels 
at the Bay Area SPCA on Dec. 13. 

The chapter thanks all volunteeffi, especially Lowe's of 
Texas City for giving a discount on paint supplies. Now the 
dogs have bright white kennels, and PTK members have a 
wonderful sense of accomplishment and unity. 

The SPCA advises community niembers that they can help 
reduce the number of abandoned pets by getting their pets 
spayed or neutered, or by adopting an fillimal from a shelter. 

The next big event for the COM honor society is a rum
mage sale at 2006 2nd Ave N., Texas City, Saturday and 

• 

Sunday, Feb. 20-21. For infonnation call Misty Wtlken, the 
chapter's historian at ( 409) 948-0641. 

The induction ceremony for new YfK members is set for 
Sunday, March 3 at 7 p.m. AU new members and ceremony 
participants should repon for the rehearsal at 12:JP p.m. in 
the Leaming Resources Center Auditorium, L-131. 

Phi Theta Kappa officers are Travis Marion, president; 
Christina Hurtado, vice president; Devon Henry, secretary; 
Amparito Hidalgo: treasurer; Wilken. historian; and Anna 
Jordan, reporter. The society's advisers are math professors, 
Leslie Richardson and Cindy Lucas. 

For more information about events or bow to become a 
member CQPtact the advisers at ( 409) 938-1211 or toll-free 
(888) 258-8859, Exrs. 329 (Richardson) and 326 (Lucas). 
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Editorials/News 

Blood drive draws 73 donors 

Teletha GHmore (left) appll•• prenure to her arm after donating blood during the SAB-aponaored blood 
drive which was held In the COM Student Center Feb. 2 and 3. Tiffany Howell, a phlebotomlat with the Gulf 
Coast Regional Blood Center, purgH the lln• used In GIimore'• donation 1a Kathy Pollard wave• to the 
photographer and Todd Dickson, another phlebotomlst, aulata other donors. (Photo by Danie! M. Decker) 

Letters to the Editor 

Letter to the Editor 
Books too expensive 
To: Staff Reporter Michael Navarro, 

In regards to your article on the bookstore buy-back. I feel 
it is my duty to write this letter. The College of the Mainland 
Bookstore has been shaking us down for cash for too long. 
This semester I spent $300 on books and other book.let type 
items made by the faculty with the intent of earning a little 
extra cash. One of the books the bookstore people told me to 
buy I didn't even need. The next day I tried to sell it back, 
and they told rn~ I'd have to wait until the end of the semes
ter. At the end of the semester the same $49 book wasn't on 
the buy-back list. It's all a b!g scam! Another book they ran 
out of, and said they would brder, but didn't come in for 
three weeks. I fell behind and had to drop the class. Nor
mally, I wouldn't hold this against the bookstore. They don't 
control the shipping company, but when I asked about why 
it had taken so long to get the book in, the salesperson told 
me that the store was waiting to see how many more people 
would come in needing that book. so they could make an 
accurate order and.save some money by not overordering. 
All I know is I spent $300 at the beginning of the semester, 
and at the end I have $111 and some change, a book I don't 
even need or want and three credits less then I should. The 
COM Bookstore has $289.of mine and my books. I believe 
the store will sell those same books for a nice profit next 
semester. It's a scam! It's a shakedown! It's unethical! But 
then most of the school's policies are. 

With very best wishes, 
Joe Silva 

Editor's note: See InterCOM Page 5 in nsponse to Inter. 

InterCOM welcomes 
all letters to the editor 

The lnterCOM staff members were pleased to see that 
the paper had received more letters to the editor then we 
are used to. We enjoy reading the letters and getting 
feedback, whether the writer praises us or blasts us. No 
matter what you say, at least we know you're reading the 
paper. We also welcome suggestions about the types of 
stories or infonnation you would like to see in the paper. 

Readers respond to class evaluations editorial 

So keep the letters coming. 
Letters to the editor pol.icy: lnterCOM welcomes all 

letters to the editor. Please make letters brief and to the 
point. All letters should include a name and daytime 
telephone number for verification. We reserve the right 
to edit all letters for length, grammar, spelling and 
Jibe/ow and objectionable content. Letters to the editor 
will be printed on a space-available basis. 

~Inter COM 
Manaalna Edltor 
Layout Editor 
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fmerCOM received two letters in response to 
Managing Editor Amy K. Patlach S editorial "Student 
deplores course evaluations. " 

The first letter is written by a student who feels the 
lntetCOM caters to the college estabJishment, and was 
surprised to see an artkle criticizing college practices. 

The other letter is from a former sJudent, now an 
instructiqnal assistant at College of the Mainland, wlw 
speaks from both poims of view. 

The staff appreciates both letters and plans to 
implement some of the suggestions in the first letter. 

Hard-hitting editorial praised 
To: Managing Editor Amy Patlach, 

I don't usually read the COM paper (InterCOM) be
cause in the past it was mostl)' an advertiseffient for the 
fa~ulty and school board (College of the Mainlatid Board 
of Trustees). The other day I happened to read a few ar· 
tides between classes and I am pleased to say that the 
paper is much better than I remember it to be. 

One of the articles that I enjoyed was your article on 
course evaluations (Page 2, December). It was honest 
aOOut how the college narrows the questions and only 
allows for a highly limited response. I can only assume 
the college uses the same people that do the polling in 
Washington. At the end of the article, when you ques
tiOned the standards at College of the Mainland, I couldn't 
believe my eyes. The school has so many important is
sues that could be reported, but in the past have been 
pushed aside for articles on someone's summer vacation. 

I'd like to see more articles on the standards of the col· 
lege or the hiring practices .... Most importantly, I would 
like to see articles on the school ~ard (Board of Tnist· 
ees). I'd like a behind-the-scenes story about who these 
people are, what they do, what they do for the school .... 

The article on course evaluations was more then I ex· 
pected. l hope such reporting continues at the lnterCOM. 

With very best wishd, Joe Silva 
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Course evaluations important 
To: Amy K. Patlach, managing editor of InterCOM; 

I recently read your article about course evaluations. 
And spea~ing as a member of the support staff here on 
campus, l would like to tell you my reasoning behind the 

' course evaluations. 
Course evalu_ations are important to the instructor for 

many obvious reasons, one being it gives the instructor 
feedback from students about course content and mate· 
rial .... 

Another thing lo consider is to ask instructors ( or do a 
survey) to see -how many do a success ratio. I already 
know of qui!e a few instructors who do this .... I do be

lieve another reason why instructors do course evalua
tions every semester is to report to the state and to have 
these records on file .... 

Instructors who are new or adjunct, with plans to be
come tenured or full.time instructors use these evalua
tions to prove their worth .... 

Another reason is to comment on a new teaching 
method or some type of new equipment within the learn
ing environ~ent to document their effectiveness ..... 
Course evaluations also are a way for students not only 
to appease the college but, for students to anonymously 
submit their opinions without fear of negative feedback 
from the instrucior. 

Coming from a student's point of view, I can under
stand why these course evaluations can be a pain in the 
butt. But, in order for COM's instructors to be able to 
communicate course material effectively, they must have 
feedback; otherwise, instructors will think that they are 
doing a great job every semester .... You must also under
stand that we cannot please everybody. Some students 
often complain about instructors, yet they do not want or 
do not like to fill out the evaluation forms or even the 
comment section. Thank you, 

Shelly Quinlan, 
Instructional Assistant-Accounting 

• 
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Changes lead to ease 
in spring registration 

Police continue investigation of suspects 

Continued from Page 1 
800, the lines for registration flowed quickly compared 
to previous semesters, mainly due to the increased 
number of advisers present in the Administration 
Building. 

A total of 1,117 students registered for the spring 
semester via the telephone registry service provided 
by COM for returning students. The increased num
ber of students registering by phone can be attributed 
to large·scale promotion by the COM Admissions 
Team during the fall semester, Peace said. 

The total number of enrolled students this semester 
is down to an estimated 3,260, almost a thousand fewer 
student~as compared to four years ago. This4.75 per· 
cent drop in head count is largely in the technical and 
industrial fields: .35 percent in academics and 4.4 per
cent in technical areas. The drop in the overall student 
head count may be partially due to COM requiring its 
students to take the Texas Academic Skills Program 
test prior to registerinf Peace speculated. 

Continued from Page 1----------
that he had a weapon," Clifton said. "He would reach his 
hand in his pocket and intimidate them." 

Clifton stressed the importance of calling the campus po
. lice. "People need to let us know what is happening. COM 

police officers are fully certified officers through the state of 
Texas with the powers to detain, arrest and charge for viola
tions of state laws and are responsible for the enforcement 
of certain college policies. 

"We are no different than any other police officers," Clifton 
stressed. 

After the COM police detained the two, they called the 
district attorney's office to obtain charges. The COM police 
were told to prepare a photo spread and get an identification 
from the victims. As of now the man and woman have been 
written criminal tresspass warnings ... If they are caught on 
campus they will be arrested immediately," aifton said. The 
campus police are still gathering evidence to charge the 
couple in the other cases. 

The male is described as an Africail-American. He ap
pears to be in his mid·20s, but is really 38 years old. He 
weighs 205 pounds, is 5 feet 11 inches tall, has a muscular 
build and black hair cut close to his head. He sometimes has 
a beard and mustache and usually wears a dark jacket 

The woman is described as an African-American weigh-

ing 375 pounds. She is 5 feet 8 inches tall, has short black 
hair and appears to be in her early 30s. She was last seen 
wearing a dark jumpsuit and a yellow T-shirt. 

Both have a severe body odor and are "dumpy" in appear
ance, Clifton said. 

According to Clifton the male has a prior criminal history. 
He also said the woman has been seen :'working the gate at 
the Breakers Apartments (in Texas City), the HEB parking 
lot in Tex.as City and the La Marque Police Department has 
had contact with her as well." 

If you see the couple on campus contact the COM police 
immediately at Ext. 599, the emergency number. 

The police have officers on campus 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. There are three shifts: 7 a.m.-3 p.m.; 3 p.m.-11 
p.m.~ and 11 p.m.· 7 a.m. 

"Monday throu$11 Friday, we schedule three officers in 
the day, three in the evening and one at night," Clifton.said. 
"However, frequently we are down to one to two officers." 
On the weekends only one officer works a shift. 

The seven fuU-time officers and the nine part-time offic
ers work to keep the COM campus safe. To report any suspi
cious activity or crimes on campus call Ext. 599 for emer
gencies and 403 for non-emergencies. The Police Team asks 
that incidents such as the panhandling and the carjacking be 
reported immediately. Don't wait and calJ from home. 

The TASP is a test required by the state since fall 
1989. It's purpose is to ensure that students have the 
nec:essary skills in mathmetics, reading and writing to 
do well in college level courses. Students whose scores 
indicate a need for remedial courses must take at least 
one remedial class per semester in any of the are·as 
needed until they have passed all three TASP sections. 

Unblueprinted drain methane gas leak source 
Many students have difficulty passing remedial 

classes, resulting in students' repeating the same 
courses, Peace said. This discourages students who 
tire of repeating the same class.es and who frequently 
drop them or do not return for future semesters. If stu
dents drop the remedial classes necessary for enroll· 
ment, they are dropped from all their classes. 
· Overall, Peace said the spring registration process 
went comparatively well, with 400 more students reg
istering by phone than previously. Late registration was 
centralized in the Leaming Resources Center Audito
rium, L-131, and Peace said jokingly, "Instead of stand
ing in long lines, people were sitting in long lines." 

Continued from Page 1,-----------
the open drain was discovered the team closed it and 
Kostelecky believes this will take care of the problem. 
Kostelecky ·added that the pipes have now been repaired in 
the Student Center. 

The Maintenance Team had originally planned to smoke 
the pipes over the Christmas holidays to pinpoint the area Qf 
leakage. But because there were no complaints, the pipes 
were oot.mwked at that time., 

"With all of the other project5 going on, we just couldn't 
get to it (smoking)," Kostelecky said. Until Feb. 12 there 
had been only one report of an odor. 

Instead of smoking the pipes during the holidays, 
Kostelecky and his team worked on refinishing the Gym 
basketball floor, reconstructing the Math/Science Lab and 

Spring 1999 lnterCO M Staff 

The spring 1999 lnterCOM staff are (front) Steve Pifer; (middle row, from left) Myles Martin; Amy K. Patlach, 
managing editor; Daniel M. Decker; (back1 from left) Rachel Delanolx; Patricia HIii, layout editor; Michael 
Navarro; and Tammy Cupit. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

• 

• 

• 

finishing the new Public Se,vice Careers Building across 
from the main entrance to COM. 

Kosteleck5' an .. d'his team also spent Christmas Eve clean
ing and repaiQilg the College Services Office in the mainte
nance building. KosteleckY's secretary phoned him Christ· 
mas Eve after discovering one to two inches of water on the 
office floor.~ ruptured water heater had caused the leak. 

·········~········~········· . ,. 
: DOLLARS : • • • • • • 
• 

FOR SCHOLARS • • • • • 
• The University of Houston-Clear Lake • 
• • • congratulates these outstanding College of the • 
: Mainland students on receiving a·New Student: 
: Scholarship to attend UH-Clear Lake • • 
: beginning Spring '99. • • 
• • • Janet Prince - Gavel • • 

Fay Lascelle - Stellar • • 
Donna Marburger - Stellar • • • • • 

UH-Clear Lake is now accepting : 
• New Student scholarship applications• 
• 

for summer or fall '99. Scholarship • 
• 

awards range·from $500 to $1000 • • 
annually. Requirements vary with : 

: each scholarship type, : 
• • • • 

• • • • 
:APPLICATION DEADLINE:-• . 
• • • 

IS JUNE 1 • • • • • • CALL 281-283-2520 for a scholarship packet.• 
• • • • • • 
: University of Houston Iii Clear Lake : 
: 2700 Bay Area Blvd., Houston, TX 77058- I 098 • • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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Lon Wallace (Iott) and Charlie King sing folk songs In the LRC Auditorium Feb. 8. King, who haa become a COM 
regular, waa making hi• 15th campu1 appearance. Thie I• the second time King haa appeared at the college with 
another arllat. The two folk olngers performed throe lrH concerta. (Photo by Daniel M. Docker) 

Folk duo sings of sex, immigrants, unions 
By MYLES MARTIN 
StatrRepurter 

Folk singer/guitarist Charlie King and accordion player/ 
singer Len Wallace gave three free concerts at College of 
the Mainland in the Leaming Resources Center Auditorium, 
L-131, Feb. 8 at 9:30 a.m., 11 a.m. and 7p.m. 

King made his 15th appearance at COM, and on this oc
casion was accompanied by Wallace. who was on bis first 
visit to Texas. Wallace, a native of Canada, played the accor
dion and sang story-telling songs along with King. This is 
the second year in a row that King has had an accompanist. 
Last year King brought Sharon Perez-Abreu. 

Each song the duo perfonned had some type of story to go 
with it. lbey sang songs of immigrants, labor unions and 
even a song geared toward the students about practicing safe 
sex, "Wrap that Rascal" 

Some of the son~ were stories about news events that 
King set to musk. King and Wallace played Woody Guthrie 
songs and seemed to emulate the style of the early 20th cen
tury folk writer and singer. 

1\vo songs that seemed to stand out were ''Nine Gold Med
als" which told of a Special Olympics race in Los Angeles., 
and "You Can't Scare Me ... I'm Stickin'To the Union"which 

was about labor union membership. 
King and Wallace had the audience laughing at their com

ments back and forth as well as at the songs' humorous lyr
ics. The singers also encouraged the audience to sing along. 

King and Wallace concluded the 9:30 presentation by sing
ing a song King wrote after he had just heard that Nelson 
Mandela had been freed from jail in South Africa. Mandela, 
South Africa's rurrent president was elected in 1994. 

Law enforcement Spanish class 
College of the Mainland will offer a new Spanish class for 

law enforcement officers in April. It may be taken either for 
credit or non-credit 

COM Spanish Professor Tia Huggins will teach basic 
Spanish phrases and questions for law enforcement officers 
to ask in initial contact, se1Ving warrants, arrests and car stops. 

The credit class is SPAN 1100 and the Countinuing Edu
cation class index number is 2299. The credit class is 16 
contact hours. 

The class m<ds on Fridays April 9-30 from 9 a.m. to I 
p.m. Books for the c1 ... cost $32. 

For mon: infonnation or to register, call ( 409) 938-1211 
or toll-free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 373. 

UpCOMing Events 
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People Speak Out 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO, Stall'Reporter 
and RACHEL DEIANOIX, Photographer 

Since January 1998, this country has been captivated 
and aggravated with the ongoing OinlOII scondaL Both 
the deposition and impeadunent hearings could be seen 
on virlually every channel. To poll campus opinion 
lnterCOM asked: Since Clinton will most likely not 
be oonvicted of perjury and obstruction of justice, what 
effect will censure have on his presidency? 

Dang Nguyen: I think 
he's a good president and 
don't know why people 
... doing this. 

Mell- Oldham: I feel 
that he should be im
peached. It's not just 
about his morals, it's 
about his influence over 
her (Monica Lewinsky) 
to obstruct justice. 

Christa F-: It's not 
fitlr that they• re getting 
into his personal life. He's 
a good president and did 
good things for the coun
try. They should look at 
other thing, about ainton 
instead of that o~ thing. 

• 

Kim Le: If cleared of 
charges of perjury, which 
clearly he did commit, 
then 1 feel that his role as 
president would not be 
pooitive. 

Krlaten Schuller: It'll 
make him look the same. 
He looks bad ab<ady. 

Hoa Nguyen: I don't 
think about Clinton. I 
think he'll be judged the 
way all the past presid
ents have like Nixon and 
Kennedy. 

Juatln Eubanks: Cen
suring, the way I see it, is 
like asking you to leave 
but really telling yoo to do 
it, asking with authority. 
I think he shouldjust get 
out of politics. 

COM ~at work. 
See1'ageS 

February 
1999 

TIPA Award-winner 

A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

Police investigate 
campus carjacking 
By AMY K. PATIACH. 
Maoaging Editor 

The College of the Mainland Police Team is ask
ing for your help for your own personal safety. The 
COM JX)lice detaine4 a man and woman on Feb. 2 
as a result of two reJX)rts made the previous day. 

On Feb. 1, what the Police Team has classified as 
a carjacking. occurred. The couple "hopped into a 
car and demanded a ride to Parking Loi C (the back 
side of the Fine.Arts Building) from lot B," Officer 
Arbry Clifton said. The car's driver had a remote 
keyless entry. When the couple got into the car the 
driver complied, but to the Police Team's annoyance, 
she did not report the incident immediately. 

I!--..,, tlN - morning of late registration, Jan. 11, wee pandemonium, by later thatalt6moon Iha crowd 
had thinned out enough that atudenta did not have to wait long before ... Ing an actvtaer. llore than 800 atudenta 
partlclpatad In late reglatraUon. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Earlier that day the couple approached two young 
women in a car in Parking Lot B (by the Fine Arts 
Building). '1be woman put her head inside the open 
driver's side window and asked for money," Clifton 
said: Tho man approadlelt1bo er from behind. 
Scared, according to Clifton, the two gave the couple 
$38. The women then reported the incident inunedi
ately to the campus police. 

Spring registration better organized 
"We got them the next day," Qifton said. "Once 

we became aware this was going on, we had them 
picked up the next day."The campus police are ''frus
trated," Clifton emphasized. The couple had appar
ently been panhandling on campus since December 
gathering money from not only COM students but 
from employees as well. 

By DANIEL M. DECKER 
Staff Reporter 

You may have thought you were going 10 have it easy 
registering at College of the Mainland for the spring semes
ter, especially if you registered by phone. And you were right! 

But if you were expecting COM to be lenient with stu
dents about paying their tuition and fees before classes staned 
as they have in the past, you were wrong! 

The standard college and university rule states that stu
dents must pay their tuition and fees before classes start. 

SC methane gas leak 
no longer problem 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

Remember the foul stench overtaking the College 
of the Mainland Student Center during the fall semes
ter? Well it's been fixed. 

The stench was the result of an open drain in the 
sewage system. The opening was in the vending ma
chine area next to the Snack Bar and was covered by 
a storage platfonn. Victor Russo, a member of the 
Maintenance Team, discovered the drain, even though 
it is not on the Student Center blueprints. • 

On Friday, Feb. 12, a strong odor was once again 
apparent in the Student Center. According to Bob 
Kostelecky, director of the COM Physical Plant, once 

See Unbloeprioted Page 7 

• 

COM Registrar Bill Peace said this rule was enforced by the 
Admissions Office this semester so that students who had 
been dropped for non-payment would have the chance to re
enroll during the late registration period, Jan. 11-12. By en
forcing the rule, COM hoped to encourage students to fulfill 
their tuition and fee obligations early and to make room for 
enrolling students during late registration. 

Notices were immediately mailed to the 264 students 
dropped as of noon Jan. 8, and though the number of stu
dents enrolling during the late registratiOn period exceeded 

· See Changes Page 7 

"No one told us about it (the panhandling) until 
mid-January:" Oifton said. ''We had been getting 
calls aboui suspicious people on campus." But it 
wasn't until the February incidents that the couple 
became more bold. "The man gave the Ullpres.sion 

See Police Paae 7 

Galveston glitters like Vegas at Mardi Gras 
By TAMMY CUPIT 
Stair Reporter 

Galveston Island was aglow with the 
glitter of Vegas during the annual Mardi 
Gras celebration held Feb. 5-16. Fabu
lous Vegas on the Gulf was the 1999 
theme and the entire Strand entertain
ment district was hopping with three 
stages featuring live entertainment. 

Famous musical guests included 
Cheap Trick, 38 Special and David 
Clayton-Thofflas with Blood, Sweat and 
Tears.. Joseph Anthony was on hand to 
recreate the historic "Elvis•Aloha from 
Hawaii" concert complete with a perfor
mance of t'he Samoan Fire-Knife War 
Dance and a Polynesian song and dance 
review. Several parades were held includ-

See Galveston Page 6 

• 

Kl'8W8 members throw beads from a float In the Circus Momua Grand Night 
Parade Saturday, Feb. 13. The parade la one of the hlghllghta of Galveston's 
Mardi Gras celebration. (Photo by Tammy Cupit) 
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What's Happening 

COM cosmetology Vocational Industrial Clubs of America members provided complimentary makeovers to •• 
· lactad Senior Adult Program members. The level two students offered hairstyling, make-up application, maniw 

cures and photographs for the "Glamour Grannies" who were selected In a drawing. Pictured from left are Sonya 
Menchaca, Marilyn Cisneros, Catrina Dick, Angela Schram, Olevia Coleman, Beatrice Sterner, Mardella Coulter, 
Tablatha Holt, cosmetology Professor Ellen Johnson, Yvonne Flores, Mandy Hersey, Benha Pistone, Virginia 
Oberg, Augustine Reed, MIidred Sting, Alshele Jones and Linda Aguilar. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Classes offered between spring, summer semesters· 
ByMlCHAELNAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

tive Building. 
I.ate registration and schedule changes for the mini-ses

sion will be held May 10. 
The College of the Mainland mini-ses.,;;ion runs May I0-

28, during the three week break between the spring semester 
and the first summer session. Several classes are offered in
cluding ENGL 1301, ENGL 1302 and BIOL 1322 

The college will be closed for Memorial Day, Monday, 
May 31. 

Registration for the first summer session, which begins 
Tuesday, June I, is set for May 27. Late registration and 
schedule changes will be held June 1. Mini-session registration for returning students runs April 

19-22. Regular mini-session registration is April 27 from 8 
a.m. to 7 p.m. in the Admissions Office in the Administra-

For more information contact Registrar Bill Peace at ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 263. 

April 12 last day to drop credit classes without penalty 
The last day to withdraw from spring semester credil 

classes without penalty is Monday, April 12. If you de
cide to drop a class, you should go to lhe Admissions 
Offioe and fill out a drop form. A student will receive a 
grade of "W" instead of the u.sual letter grade. 

Students should not assume they've been dropped from 
class because lhey stop attending. If they fail to come to 
class they may receive an F in the course. They should 
not expect an instructor to withdraw them if they do not 
attend or are not performing well. 

_, 
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People Speak Out 
Thrt byTAMMYCUPrr, MYLES MAKl1N 
Pholognpm by RACHEL DEI.ANOIX 

A telepbooe grade inquiry S)'SICm is oow in use at Col
lege of the Mainlal)(I. Gra,;les II< 00 looger mailed to S1u
del115' homes. Install, studenlS call ( 409) 935-8900 to 

obfain their final grade.s. The administration believ<s the 
ncwS)'SICm will makestudentreami keepingexpiditious 
and save money. But what does the college community 
think about this new system? ln1"!COM asked: How do 
you feel about having to call to gct your grades? 

' 

Lallulha _, I think 

it's dumb. Theyshould mail 
them to you like they do 
everything else-you 
might miss something. 

1.av<l1111Maeon: 1 lhinkit's 
good. I think they should let 
uscallbcausesoo,epcopie 
are working and it's easier. 

Qy,,1111 Klyng: b caused a 
lol of trouble because my 
pottnts wano:d to see my 
grades, and they had to can 
after I called to get proof: 

.!me Galvan: l don't like 
it ldon'thaveanytime. h's 
a real hassle trying to find 
time to call to get my 
grade.s. l think it is ridicu
lous for studel115 to have to 
pay for what the college 

1 won't pay for. It's a big 
money-,;aving scheme. 

• 

Kristin Holt I hate it It's a 
hassle. lt 's too much 
lrOuble. The system eilher 
crashes or it's constantly 
busy. It's not convenient. 

Dmd Dlvlnr. I think ~·s 
great l.t speeds up the pro
cess. It also saves money 
and paper. 

-Flodrtguaz:lt'<all 
righL I lilred it not being sent 
to my house.and J likedbo
ing able to call at my con
venience. 

. - Conlu: l didn ., like 
it 1 couldn't gct my grades 
because they had put my 
wrong dalJ: of birth in the 
computer. I had to wait un
til after the holidays to gct 
my gllldes. I'd rather have 
them mailed to me. 

., 

• 

Appointments made to Board of Trustees 
See Page3 

Art gallery gives A Retrospective on frogs 
See.Page 5 

History of daylight-saYlng dme 
See Page S 
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Westside complex 
dedicated March 7 
By TAMMY CUPIT 
Staff Reporter 

The Westside Public Safety Complex Dedication and 
Grand Opening was held Sunday, March 7, at the site of the 
new facilities located on Amburn and Monticello roads aCIOS.5 
from the College of the Mainland main campus. 

The $2.6 million complex consists of Fire Station No. 3, 

which is located in one building and the Public Setvice Ca· 
reers Teaching Facility which is housed in the second build
ing along with the Public Works Setvice Center. These fa
cilities are a result of a joint venture between the city of Texas 
City and COM. 

Speakers at the event were Charles T. Doyle, mayor of 
Texas City; Matthew T. Doyle, COM Board of Trustees presi· 
dent; GeraldJ. Grimm, fire chief of Texas City; and Larry L. 
Stanley, COM president. More than 150 people, including 
COM employees, firefighters and family members, braved 
the cold. rainy weather to panicipate in the festivities. 

A musical perfofll1ance by an authentic mariachi band 
11:irl ,~ eifth:1 eeNib: f ..,.,.,8RJU'P'oon&istedoffiw.men 
and two boys dressed in the traditional wanlrobe, black suilS 

See New Page 7 

Flrertghte,tnd M ·a1 6F\We1, t1planl 8C1CJ Mku11--..tM-.tldJo1nrt....,8ldlcatlu.1 aad.,...opuntngotthe 
Public C-Service llulldlng March 7. COiii -nt l.arYy L Slaney (rtght of Alken) and T-City llayor Chuck 
Doyle (left of Alken) Hatslad and -1<0 at the ceremonies. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

New system lets students get grades by phone 
By RACHEL DElANOIX 
Staff Reporter 

At the end of the faU semester, College of the Mainland 
implemented the telephone grade inquiry system that allowed 
students to access their grades by phone instead of receiving 
them by mail. 

Terrilyn Rotramel, program assistant to the dean of 
Instruction and Student Development, ~tanda next to 
the trff dedicated to her late husband, Joa, COM'a 
first pollca chief. She la holding a plaque given to her 
at the dedication March to. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

' 

• 

• 

Students called ( 409) 935·89(X), answered a series of 
numerical questions, and then entered their ID numbe~ and 
pin numbers. That completed, a voice (Gina Castro, publi
cation specialist in the Office of Public Infonnation) told 
the students the letter grades they received for each course. 

Registrar Bill Peace explained that COM acquired the 
system because it '"was one of the features of a program we 

C.eremony memorializes 
COM's first police chief 
By Sl'EVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland hooon:d the late Joe Rotramel 
with "A Big Tree for a Big Man" ceremony on March 10. 
The tree dedicated to his memoiy is south of the Adminis
tration Building where the ceremony took place. Approxi
mately 80 people attended. A reception followed 

Rotramel, who died in June 1998, was COM's first po
lice officer and first police chief, setving from 1978 to 1988. 

The ceremony was "wonderful," said Rotramel 's widow, 
Terrilynn. "George Thomas and Bill Peace spoke from their 
hearts." lbomas, who Wa<i pan of COM's original faeulty, 
retired several years ago from the' math department Peace, 
who also was partof COM'soriginal faculty and taught Joe 
Rotramel in a chemistry class, is COM's registrar now. 

COM Police Officer Arbry Clifton. on behalf of the po
lice team, presented a plaque to Terrilynn Rotramel and her 
son, John Venzke. Venzke read a speech Terrilynn Rotramel 
had written but was too moved to give. Both choked back 
tears as he read. Music professor Sparky Koerner played 

See 'A big Page 7 
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purchased." COM is using the total software package from a 
computing options company in Maryland. 

Other schools such as San Jacinto C:Ollege are also using 
telephone grade inquiry systems. North Harris County Com
munity C:OUege is in the process of implementing such a pro
gram. Peace said COM was actually one of the last schools in 

See Phone Page 7 

5-member dean team 
now new goal of search 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

• 
Despite a year of interviewing c~didates, a Col

lege of the Mainland search committee was unable 
to find a suitable candidate to fill the position of 
dean of Instruction and Student Development from 
which Dr. Donald G. Bass retired last fall. Currently 
the position is being filled by Alex Pratt. 

President Larry L. Stanley, at the suggestion of 
the Social Sciences Team, has decided to take a team 
approach to filling the dean wsition. He plans to 
create a leadership team. The president proposes to 
hire five deans, three full-time and two part-time 
"to experiment with a management model that has 
the potential to be more democratic, more partici
patory and more communicative." He outlined his 
plans in an e-mail sent to COM employees. 

President Stanley believes that the team approach 

See Stanley Page 7 
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Editorials/News 

Bike patrol rides again, new police uniforms neater 

The lull-time COM Police Teem memben, are (olandlng from 1811) olllcero Arbry Clifton, Tony Mallette, Thomes 
Dendy, E.W. "Butch" Carr and (aeeted) Program Aoolstant Diann Lukaa. OUler lull-time police olftcers not pic
tured are Vernette Jonea. Wlllle Huerta and Vernon Ewell. Another nine.part-time oflfcere round out the police 
teem. The poffce will begin bike patrola the week of March 29. Officers Clifton and Dendy will be on lull-lime bike 
patrol and part-time officer Robin Ring will patrol overy other weekend. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

InterCOM praised despite slight error 
Dear Editor, 

In keeping with the revered, ancient proverb which 
promulgates the precept that a word fitly spoken is like 
apples of gold on platters of silver. it is altogether fitting 
and proper to say a word of congratulations to the entire 
lnterCOM staff for the truly outstanding caliber of _the 
lnterCOM issues that have emanated from your conscious 
efforts reflective of the highest attributes of journalistic 
professionalism. 

In the interest of giving credit where credit is due, allow 
me to point out that the video presentation highlighting the 
significant contributions of Dr. Martin Luther King's 
lifework (as reported on Page 5 in the February Inter
COM) was not of my doing, but rather this masterful 
presentation is attributed to the resourcefulness of political 

~Inter COM 
Maoagina Editor 
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science professor, Michele Gagnier, and to the imaginative 
creativity of political science professor, Dr. David Smith 
(with the wholehearted cooperarion of Phil Johnson and 
Jeny Anderson of the non-print media staff), whose 
dedication to endeavors that appeal to "the better angels of 
our nature" is both inspirational and most heartwanning. 

Felicidades, 
Manuel Urbina II, 
ProfeS&lr de Historia 

Edit.or's note: Dr. UrbUUJ had been schedu.led 10 act as 
master of ceremonies for the presentation, but was called 
away that day on business with the city of Texas City, 
concerning its sister city, Coatzacoalcos, Veracruz, 
Mexico. 

Kim Bella and Rebecca Ffodrlguaz check out a few of 
the books on sale at the SAB-spOnsored Book Fair 
Feb. 24 In the TechnlcalNocatlonal Building. Another 
book fair wiU be held March 31 fro"m 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 

(Photo by Rachel Delanoix) 
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By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

The man and and woman detained at CoUege of the Main
land for carjacking on Feb. 2, as reported in the February 
issue of InterCOM, have not been seen oo campus since. 
COM Police Officer Tony Mallette said he did not expect 
them back. 

Since the bike patrol resumed the end of March. the po
lice team members have been getting used to their new moun
tain bike. The two older bikes will be back from their annual 
servicing the week of March 29. COM Police officers Arbry 
Oilton and Thomas Dendy will be on the bike patrol full. 
time. COM Police Officer Robin Ring will ride every other 
weekend on a part-time basis. 

In other police news, the COM Police Team is in the pro
cess of changing the officers' uniforms. These changes are. 
occurring because the new unifonn supplier, Lawman's Po
lice Supplier, gives more options than Skaggs Police Sup
plier, Clifton said. The officers have already begun using a 
darker gray shirt to complement the navy blue pants. This is 
the only change that will be made in the winter uniform. 

However, both the long and short pants and the shirt of the 
i;ummer unifonn will be going through greater changes. A 
light blue shirt will become standard wear and navy blue 
cargo pants will replace the panis now worn. The new navy 
blue shorts will be "better tailored," Mallette said. 

The swnmer uniform was designed to be "more cool and 
(the) unifonn material more durable;" Oifton said. In addi
tion, the new unifom design looks more professional, "not 
so sloppy," Mallette said. "It has better tapering and fitting" 
than the old summer uniforms. 

The slmy about the COM l>'ht:R jMMlllet$ in·~ 
FcblUary issueoflelel(X)Mw I • dsevmlem,rs 
infad. 

The 6"' ...,,, .. of the story read, "The Pimt ho 
opondeB pibgram iii O,llego of the Main!NJ4 ll,.lhe 
!h$1 llneofiletell$e at College of lhe Mainland." 1bis 
was incom,a ~ lhe COM police an, the "lh$t 
line of defense" for medical m~ 

Another error was an O\'C1Slght. Omille<I from lhe 
story - the Iii<( that CiSll)I Malllows, &ter; y 
Medical SerYlces and Health OCl:upalion ,_ .... 
facul1y member, is seoond in c:omnuind after Nancy 
Eubanks, director of EMS/Health On,,..ion Pro-
gmms. . 

The fact that the COM FilSt Pespoilders bavo 15 
pa,t-lllne \'OIUntee11> was llQI explah1,odwen. The vd- . 
untcffl are available only in the eveuin,p and all vol
uateets· are not available every O\•ming 

The Story also read lncortedly that lhe CXlM police 
<:all the ThlOlS City Fm,~ to plaoi: lheTexas 
City FlfSl Ret,pondws"on olert-" In~ the COM . 
police make lhe <:alJ to the Tens City F...., Depart
ment to send their Fim Reopondolo immediately and 
concum,atly dispatch an ambulance. 

An<lllleteffllfinvlllvallhetep(llttrWritiftg111at"el· 
lberthepatieatortheFmtReopondersdecidewhetber 
ambulance traDSpolt is needed.. Actually only the pa
tient decides whelhercr llQI to go to the bcopital in an 
ambtllan<:e. 

Editor~ not,: !ntetCOM apologizes for rhe 
inaccuracies In rhe earlier Slory and an.yconji;sion 
OT inrunv<m/ence if ""'l'.lu,ve caused. 

• 
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Phone grade_ inquiry saves money, gains efficiency 
Continued from Page 1----------
the area to adopt the telephone grade inquiry. 

The coUege implemented the system as a cost-saving mea
sure. Too much money was being spent on· postage for 
mailouts and money was wasted on grades sent to wrong 
addresses. 

With the new system students can find out their grades as 
soon as their inst~ctors tum them in. However, they may 
not be able to access all their grades.on the first call since 
some instructors turn in grades later than others. Instructors 
do have a deadline by which they must tum in grades at the 
end of each semester. 

Most students accessed their grades the Saturday after 
COM let out for the Christmas holidays. Some students even 
were able to access their grades as early as Thursday during 
the last week of school because their instructors had turned 
grades in early. 

Even though fliers were placed aU over campus and teach
ers passed out grade inquiry cards with complete infonna
tion about the change, some students did not attempt to phone 
for their grades but waited in vain for the grades to be mailed. 

Peace said students will soon be accustomed to the tele
phone grade inquiry procedure. 

There is a misunderstanding that grades are no longer avail-

able in hard copy form, Peace said. This is untrue. Students 
can get a hard copy of their grades by requesting a copy of 
their 315 Student Inquiry Reports. Students also can get their 
grades in hard copy as soon ·as the grades have been posted. 
They need only to ask for them at the Admissions Office. 

The change to telephone access for grades is permanent, 
Peace emphasized. COM is moving toward a completely 
paperless system. "We're trying to save a few trees." 

Can a family member obtain a copy of a student's grades? 
According to Peace, if the student is a dependent of the rela
tive, the relative need only present tax forms listing the stu
dent as a dependent or provide written consent from that 
student and a copy of the grades will be made available to 
the relative. Otheiwise, the relative will be denied access to 
the student's grades. 

Any instructor on campus, working as an adviser, can ac
cess a student's grades on a need-to-know basis. 

Laura Wmkler, senior records specialist in the Admissions 
Office, is responsible for inputting grades at the end of the 
semester. She types up the physical information, which is 
read to students over the phone by an electronic recording of 
Castro's voice. 

Information such as grades is dispersed to financial aid, 
admissions and other departments through the computer sys-

tern. This way the informa
tion only has to be entered 
once into one computer and 
is automatically copied and 
sent to all other areas that 
contain the student's files. 

When a student registers 
and an award such as a schol
arship or grant is approved, 
the computer system auto
matically deducts the amount 
from the balance of that 
student's tuition. 

There is a processing fee, 
Reglotrar BIii Peace 

which covers the ID card and student activities and is in
cluded in tuition fees at the initial registration. Once this fee 
is paid. a student may obtain as many copies of his or her 
lrarucript as needed. 

At one time a $1 fee was assessed for each transcript, Peace 
said, but it became a hassle getting a dollar from students 
because of slow mail and because many students Were using 
faxes to send information and a dollar can't be faxed. 

For more informationcall(409)938-1211 or toll free (888) 
258-8859, Peace at Ext. 263 or Wmkler, Ext. 491. 

'A Big Tree for a Big Man' Stanley, selection team to determine 5 new deans 
Continued from Page 1.---------
taps at the end of the ceremony, moving many who 
attended to tears. 

[n an interview about her husband Terrilynn 
Rotramel said, "He was a wonderful man." 

When Joe Rotramel was 16or 17, he joined the U.S. 
Marine Corps and served in the Korean War; he also 
served three tours of duty in the Vietnam War. In Ko
rea all of Rotramel 's platoon was killed, Peace said. 

...: "AIIJl:11 line cfmd, twoswcioms,~lir
sioned a captain. He retired after 23 years, and after 
graduating from the police academy, joined the 
Galveston County Sheriff's Department, where he 
eventually became a deputy. Some time after leaving 
the sheriff's department he began working at COM. 

As COM's fust police officer, he lobbied to estab
lish the police department. "I know be had lo fight 
hard," Tunilynn Rotramel said proudly. 

Ne_w complex dedicated 

Continued from Page 1------------• 
will ease the "unreasonable amount of work" ,that comes 
along with the role of dean, as well as provide the college 
with diverse representation and input. 

The five positions will be the dean of instruction, dean of 
students, dean of finance, dean of college services and dean 
.of employee services. Each dean's position wiU specialize 
in duties relative to his or her title, but all will have equal 
status and responsibility in dealing with problems and op
portunities involving the coUege. 

President Stanley also hopes to follow du: college policy 
of hiring from within. 

He will distribute a list of all COM employees who have 
attained at least a master's degree to aU employees. Each 
employee wiU nominate five people from the list. President 
Stanley will then select five people from that list to be inter
viewed by a selection team. 

The team will consist of four COM faculty members se
lected by the Faculty Council, three professional staff mem
bers selected by the Professional Council, three staff mem-

Continued from Page 1------------
augmented by red and gold trim. 

COM employees and firefighters gave tours of the new facilities 
both before and after the ceremony. Free barbecue was setved fol
lowing the speakers. 

Mayor Doyle, the first speaker at the open house said, "We wouldn't 
be here if not for the cooperation between the city of Texas City and 
the college." 

bers selected by the classified staff and three students se
lected by the Student Government. If the president or selec
tion team decides any one of the nominees is not suitable for 
a position, the COM Board of Trustees will recommend an 
external candidate for that position. 

President Stanley will organize the Leadership Team which 
will confer with him when situations arise that the deans 
cannot settle. 

$500.scbolarshi drawing at UHCL 
The annual University of Houston-Clear Lake open house 

will be held April 24 in the UHCL Bayou Building 1-4 p.m. 
The open house offers visitors a chance to learn more about 
undergraduate degree programs, meet faculty and advisers, 
tour the campus, talk with student representatives and attend 
financial aid and admission presentations. 

Participants will be eligible for door prizes and a drawing 
for a $500 scholarship. For more information, contact UHCL 
Enrollment Services at (281) 283-2520. 

COM Board President MatthewT. Doyle spoke next saying, "This 
is a state of the art facility that will attract many to the city as well as 
to~ the college." COM President Stanley praised the COM Board for 
their «forward, thinking." 

At UHCL, you will gain ... 

The fire station is a fully functioning facility that will setve west 
Texas City as well as provide a training center for future firefighters. 

The Public Service Careers Teaching Facility will offer educa
tional venues in Emergency Medical Services, Health Occupations, 
Fire Protection Technology, Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice 
enabling COM to offer quality career training in these areas. 

President Stanley said that the unused property in front of Fire 
Station No. 3, bordering Monticello Road, is being developed to 

become the Plaza of the Americas. 
COM history Professor Manuel Urbina, who has organized an 

unbroken chain of Cinco de Mayo festivals at COM for 25 years, 
said the 26th festival will be celebrated at the plaza Wednesday, May 
5, noon to 2 p.m. 

The city of Texas City and COM are cosponsoring this special 
event, which will feature a mariachi band, folkloric dancers, and 
free Mexican food and iced tea. 

' ..... ~ 
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UHCL 
Representatives will 
be on your campus · 

April 12 
10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Voe. Tech 

See 
You 

There! 

• A real•world view through our Teacher-In-Residence Program 
• More exposure io the classroom prior to graduation th'rough our Pre-Service 

Internship Program 
• Ele11;entaryCcnification/B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies 

OR 
• Secondary Certification/B.S. or B.A. -in field of specialization 

Join the School of Education a1 UHCL, do something for your future and 
BE IN DEMAND! 

Call now! Summer Early Registration begins April 26. for admissions 

information call the Office of Enrollment Services at 281-283-2520. 

For School of Education advising call 281-283-3600. 

E-mail: eduation@cl.uh.edu • Website: http://www.cl.uh.edu/soe 

University of Houston lili Clear Lake 
:, . , ,• •. ·" . 
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Campus Life 

The COM softball team won second place at the GCIC Sports Day held at San Jacinto College central campus 
March 25. The winning team consists of (back row, from left) team captain Mike Brown, Chris Barkmann, Matt 
Klingenberg, Adam Ales, Ryan Jakeaway, Greg Gaona; (front row, from left) Nicolle Lopez, Danielle Ayala, Aus· 
tin (Greg Gaona's son), Tiffany Garcia and Charlotte Cooper. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM students winners at Sports Day 
ByMICHAELNAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

The Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day was 
held at San Jacinto College central campus March 25, It was 

an all day event. 
College of the Mainland students participated in basket

ball, 8-ball, golf, racquetball. softball, table tennis, tennis, 
and both indoor and outdoor volleyball. 

The COM softball team won second place. The winners 
were determined by a double-elimination toumam~nt. 

Two COM students won in the table tennis tournament. 
Chuong Vu won first place; Jesse Maldonado, second. 

Thurman Thomas cues up for a shot to polish his 8-
ball game in the Student Center In preparation for the 
GCIC Sports Day held at San Jacinto College central 
campus March 25. He won fourth place. COM placed 
In several other events at Sports Day. 

(Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Eric McPherson won first place in racquetball, and 
Thurman Thomas won founh place in S-ball. 

''The goal for Sports Day is to bring students together from 
various schools for an enjoyable day of competition," said 
Maryann Urick. coordination of Recreational Programs and' 
Student Activities. "We congratulate those who won, but we 
hope everyone had a gocxl time." 

GCIC Sports Day is held in both the fall and spring se
mesters with different colleges hosting. 

Colleges that participated in Sports Day in addition to 
COM included Alvin Community, Brazosixi,rt, Galveston, 
Houston Community. Kiogwoo~. Lee, North Houston, 
Tomball, San Jacinto and Wharton Community. 

Finalists announced 
for instructor of year 

The five finalists for the College of the Mainland Out
standing Instructor of the' Year have been announced. They 
are Deborah Bastien, nursing; Rich Nowak, real estate; 
Joanna Kile, biology; Leslie Richardson, math; and Renate 
True, biology. Nowak and True have been voted Outstand
ing Instructor in previous years. Biology Professor Marilynn 
Kish-MoJina is the current Outstanding lnstructorof the Year. 

Boxes and nomination forms were placed at 15 polling 
places on campus March 1-11. Finalists were selected ac
cording to the number of votes eat;h received from students. 

The outstanding teacher receives $1,500 for professional 
development and will represent COM as the Piper Professor 
nominee in falJ. The winner will be announced at the Em
ployee Recognition Dinner April 23. The other four final
ists will receive aw:rrds for teaching excellence. 

SAB hosts ethnic luncheon 
A Multi-Cultural Luncheon will be held in the C.Ollege of 

the Mainland Student Center ~pril 13 at 12:30 p.m. Attend
ees should bring a dish from their culture with the exception 
of international students who will share cultural ideas and 
experiences. The Student Activities Board sponsors the event. 
For infonnation call Maryann Urick, coordinator of COM 
Recreational Programs and Student Activities at ( 409) 938-
1211 or toll free at (888) 258-8859. Ext. 418. 

r 
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Galveston College 
hosts golf, volleyball 
By Sl'EVE PIFER. 
Staff Reporter 

Galveston College is hosting the Gulf Coast Intercolle
giate Conference Beach Volleyball Tournament at Stewart 
Beach on April IS.All participating colleges including Col
lege of the Mainland, help to run the event. 'fypically be
tween seven and 12 schools participate. 

Galveston College also is hosting a golf tournament at 
Galveston Municipal Golf Course on the same ~Y- COM 
golfers need to get to the golf course on their own. ff neces
sary, transportation will be provided for COM beach volley
ball participants. 

Beach volleyball and golf both start at 9 a.m. All partici
pants should arrive at their event's location no later than 8:30 
to procey, sign-up since there is no sign-up deadline. 

Twetve member schools are in GCIC. In addition to COM 
these include Brazosport College, Alvin Community Col
lege, San Jacinto College, Kingwood College, Tomball Col
lege, North Harris Community College, Lee College, Hous
ton Community College, Galveston College and Wharton 
Community College. 

For more infonnation call Maryann Urick, coordinator of 
the COM Recreational Programs and Student Activites, at 
(409) 938-1211 or toll free at (888) ZSS-8859, Ext. 418. Or 
call the Gym at Ext. 422 if Urick is unavailable. 

COM volleyball player Fabio Peraire (lelt of net) hits the 
ball to Alvin Community College during one of the GCIC 
Sports Day competitions March 25 at San Jacinto Col
l-central campus. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM returns home with 
three nursing achievements 

Six College of the Mainland nursKlg students and two 
nursing faculty advisers attended the 51st annual conven
tion of the Texas Nursing Students Association held in Cor
pus Christi Feb. 24-28. 

Cynthia Brisbin, the COM Student Nursing Association 
president, was elected to the office of Eastern Regional Di
rector of TSNA at the convention. 

Students Melissa Litchfield, Brandy Snipe, Denise Carey, 
Terrie Corbett and Amber Lenting also atte~ded. The COM 
SNA also won the award for Best Scrapbook. 

COM nursing Professor Joan Mader, a TNSA adviser, was 
named Faculty of the Year for Texas. 

COM nursing Professor Tom Hawkins, also a TNSA ad
viser, wa'i apixi,inted as a special consultant for the Execu
tive Board of Directors. He also spoke at the convention on 
"Student to Working Nurse: The Transition." 

·, 
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Congress should seek 
to end Iraqi sanctions 

Myles 
Martin 

How much do you.know about sanctions? 
S~ctions are legal measures, such as an embargo, taken by 

an official body to enforce demands. Are you aware that the 
United Nations has had economic sanctions (food and other 
basic needs) imposed on Iraq for eight years? Eight years! For 
eight years, it has been extremely difficult for the Iraqi people to 
get medicines and food. 

Food is rationed by the government and lraqis pay a relatively 
low price to receive basic foods. So you're probably saying, "So 
what?" Well, first, these government rations are extremely 
basic: mainly flour, rice, sugar, tea and milk (milk only for 
families with infants). Up to 30 percent of the Iraqi population is 
malnourished. That is about one out of every three people. 

The U.S. government does not care that the Iraqi people are 
suffering day in and day out. It acts as though the only persori 
living in lraq is Saddam Hussein. I doubt, however, that he 
experiences any hardships as a result of the sanctions. 

There are Iraqi children who suffer from leukemia. If treated 
with medicine. the cure rate is 70 percent, but because of 
sanctions, no sophisticated medicines are available and without 
treatment, the cure rate for leukemia is O percent. Many young 
children in Iraq also are sent into the streets by their parents to 
beg for money and food. And sanitation is poor because of 
damage done by missiles during the Gulf War period. As a 
result outbreaks of cholera and hepatitis have occurred. 

The United States should not con\,inue to support these 
sanctioM against Iraq. We believe murder is a serious crime and 
punish it severely, yet ihal is exactly what we are doing in Iraq: 
We are murdering people slowly, and are allowing them to 
suffer before they die. 

You and I should get involved to defend the people of lraq. 
We should not support Saddam Hussein, but we should at least 
have some compassion for the ordinary Iraqis who are suffering. 

So, what can we do to end sanctions? 
We can do quite a few things including (but certainly not 

limited to), becoming educated on the subject, writing our 
congressmen to let them know We are against sanctions and 
writing letters to the editors of locaJ newspapers protesting 
sanctidns. And finally, the most imixi,rtant thing we can do is to 
educate others, so they also will write letters of protest. 
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Ht SQUEEZE •.. --------. 
SHUCKS ••• THE AMERICAN PEOPI..E NEED TO 
GET ON WITH HY BUSINESS •.• I HEAN •.• I HUST GET 
BACK TO DATING AND I N:EDED TD DISTRACT 
THE HEDIA ATTENTION AWAY FR0H HY CHINA DEAL ..• 

YO! SUCK WILLIE ••• 
I GOT A "HOT PIZZA• AND 

SOHE FRESH CUBAN CIGARS •.. 

DUH ••• CHILL OUDE •.. OK ••• l'LL CALL BETTY ... 

SO WHA TI> UP WITH THIS 
BOHBING OF THE SERBS?? 

Rick Hardeman, the artist who created the cartoon abo\/e, is a graphic arts student at COM. 

2 new trustees to fill Board positions 
By TAMMY CUPIT 
Staff Reporter 

Roy Davila and Gary Weatherby will be apixi,inted to 
the College of the Mainland Board of Trustees May 1 
w.hen Ivan Lmgford Ill and Matthew T. Doyle step down. 
No election is necessary as the men are unopposed for 
the positions. 

Davila, 56, has been a Texas City resident for 50 years. 
He is the secretary/treasurer of the United Food Com
mercial Workers union which is the local labor union for 
grocery stores. Davila will replace Lllllgford on the Board. 

"I have setved our community for over 30 years," 
Davila said, "and I am dedicated to comprehensive, quality 
educational programs and student services." Davita's plat
form promises affordable tuition at COM; fair taxes; aca
demic freedom with a diverse staff; and an educational 
experience promoting critical thinking and democratic 
participation while preparing students for good paying 
jobs. 

Gary Weatherby, 56, has been a resident of Dickinson 

for more than 16 years. He works~ international union 
representative for the Paper, Allied Industrial, Chemical 
and Energy lntemational Woders Union and has held 
that position since 1976. Weatherby said he was prompted 
by COM staff members to run for the Board position. 

"I have seen the college grriw," he said, "and I want it 
to stay affordable and easily accessible lo the working 
people of the rommunity and their children." Weatherby's 
platform also promotes academic freedom and encour
ages students to obtain skiIJs necc8Sal)' to succeed in life. 

The COM Board of Trustees consists of seven mem
bers who are elected officials serving six year lem!S. 1bese 

members hold full legal and financial responsibility for 
the oollege. They have the power to make ixi,licy, employ 
a president and hire personnel. 

Board members who wiU continue to serve are Ralph 
E. Holm, special events coordinator for the city of Texas 
City; Jimmy M. Jones, director of the Electrical Joint Ap
prentice Training Council; James E. Butler, minister; 
Bennie Matthews, retired math teacher; and Nick 
Stepchinski, real estate agent. 

Mideast policy experts call for end to Iraqi suffering 
By MYLES MARTIN 
Staff Reporter 

Denis Halliday and Phyllis Bennis recently spoke on the 
effects of U.N. sanctions on Iraq and what can be done to 
force their being lifted. These sanctions against Iraq have 
been in place since 1990, shortly before the start of the Per
sian Gulf War. 

Halliday, a former U.N. assistant secretary general, and 
Bennis, a fellow at the Institute for Policy Studies in Wash
ington, D.C., spoke at ColJege of the Mainland Feb. 22. The 
two are on a 21-city speaking tour across the country, speak
ing out against {he sanctions at such universities as the Uni
vers\ty of Texas at Austin; Harvard, Cambridge, Mass.; Yale, 
New Haven, Conn.; and Princeton, Princeton, N.J. 

When COM history Professor Larry Smith introduced 
Halliday and Bennis, he said the United Nations has been 
acting as if the only pen.on in Iraq were Saddam Hussein, 
when actually 22 million people live in Iraq and are experi· 
encing hardships because of sanction·s. 

Halliday worked for 13 months as the head of the U.N. 
Oil for Focxl program, but resigned last October in protest of 
the sanctions. Bennis has written several books dealing with 
foreign policy, including one dealing specifically with Iraq, 

' 

Beyond the Storm. 
Halliday said 100 to 150 Iraqi children die each day as a 

result of sanctions. Iraq has almost no sophisticated medi
cine, and 30 percent of Jraqi children suffer from 
malnourishment because sanctions keep food and medicine 
from entering the country. 

He emphasized the average American is not aware of the 
conditions and hardships, such as children dying of leuke
mia because medicines jlren't available. If treated with medi
cine, the cure rate is 70 percent, but because of sanctions, no 
sophisticated medicines are available and without treatment, 
the cure rate for leukemia is O perce[ll. The sanctions have 
been in effect since 1990. "It's (policy on sanctions) got to 
change/ Halliday stated. 

Bennis said people should demand ah end to the economic 
sanctions but ask for an increase in military sanctions, so 
that Iraq will not be able to have access to weaixi,ns of mass 
destruction and biological (germ warfare) weapons. 

The two are speaking around the country to inform, and 
more importantly, to motivate people to get involved in re
moving economic sam ... 'tions. Both said people should write 
to. their representatives and senators, become infonned on 
the subject, write letters to their local newspapers and in
form friends and family. 

• 

Both speakers advocate immediate lifting of sanctions. 'We 
cannot sit back and be silent," Halliday stated. 

Phyllis Bennis, a fellow at the Institute for Polley Stud
ies in Washington, D.C., and Denis Halliday, a former 
U.N. assistant secretary general, spoke on the effects 
of U.N. sanctions on Iraq at COM Feb. 22. 

(Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 
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Deans respond to questions, comments at forum 

COM student venlla Sheldon (far nght) asks a question of (aaated at table, from left) Alex Pratt, acting -n of Instruc
tion and Student Development, and Dr. Henry Pope, -n of College and Financial Services. at the Student Concerns 
Forum In the Student Carner March 2. (Photo by Daniel M. liecker) 

Workshop offers tips for time saving 
By TAMMY CUPIT 
Sta If Reporter 

Could your memory stand to improve? Do your time man
agement skills keep you breathless and scrambling to stay 
caught up? 

The Memory Improvement and Tmie Management Work
shop held Feb. 2 by James Shippy, associate dean of Student 
Services, provided valuable tips for improving memory and 
effectively managing time. 

Speaking to a small group, Shippy used handouts, ques
tionnaires and overhead projections to emphasize important 
points. 

The first half-hour of the workshop was devoted to memory 
improvement. 

"I learn with the intention of remembering," Shippy stated. 
He then listed five ways to improve memory: 1) Pay atten
tion and become interested in your subject. 2) Be selective-:
you can't remember everything, so focus on what's impor
tant. 3) Organize your material in ways that help you re
member it. 4) Review subject matter you want to memorize 
through self-testing or having others test you. S)Apply what 
you have learned to everyday life and things around you. 

Memory and concentration may also be improved through 

daily physical exercise and proper nutrition. 
Tune management skills were the focus of the second half

hour of the workshop. According to Shippy, quality is more 
imrortant than quantity when it comes to time. 

''Time iii something you can't stop, buy, trade in or pre
dict," Shippy stated. "Once blown, it's gone forever." Guide
lines to aid in time management include monitoring your 
time to learn how you spend it, thereby increasing aware
ness of time you have wasted. 

Having a written to-do list helps in deciding what needs to 
be done now vs. what can be done later. Further recommen
dations for managing time include .allowing for sufficient 
sleep and leisure activities to prevent fatigue and burnout. 

Shippy emphasized the importance of being on time to 
events. He added that others often view people who are on 
time as more eager and more responsible. 

Shippy listed common time-wasters. These include inde
cision, procrastination, lack of setting priorities, disorgani
zation, miscommunication and attempting too much at once. 

Low priority items, as well as items of little or no conse
quence, are better left undone, as are ihings done for others 
that th~y could do for themselves. 

Shippy ended the workshop stating, "The wisdom of life 
consists in eliminating nonessentials." 

Ryan gives realistic view of D-Day, World War II 
By MYLES MARTIN 
Staff Reporter 

Saving Private Ryan is certainly one of the best movies to 
be released in the '90s and could ultimately rank as one of 
the best of all time. Directed by Steven Spielberg and star
ring Tom Hanks and Matt Damon (Good Wu/ Hunting~Ryan 
gives a realistic view of the old cliche~ "War is bell." 

As it turns out, Pvt. James Ryan, who had parachuted 
behind enemy lines and was missing in action, bas three 
brothers, but he is the only surviving sibling. having lost all 
three in World War ll. 

After discovering that Ryan's mother will be getting all 
three death notices at the same time, a top government offi
cial decides to send a group of men to search for him to 
bring him home. 

They have no idea where he is, so they have to go trudg
ing through areas crawling with enemies. Along the way the 
group faces many hardships and argues over why they should 
risk their lives to save one man. 

Tom HanJcs gives a stunning performance, one extremely 

worthy of another Academy Award, and he certainly has come 
a long way since the days of films such as Turner and Hooch 
and Big. 

Spielberg's direction is excellent, proving that he can still 
make four-star movies. The Academy recognized this by 
awarding him his second Oscar for Best Director at the 71st 
annual Academy Awards which were held March 21. The 
first was for Schindler S List. Ryan also won four technical 
awards. 

Ryan spares nothing in tennsof blood and gore. The movie 
begins with a re-enactment of the D-Day invasion and pro
ceeds to show the audience graphic scenes of men being 
shot, bombed and maimed, ad nauseum. The movie is a good 
educaliooaJ experience for everyone, showing audiences 
exactly what really happened on the beach in France on June 
6, 1944. 

If you can stomach it, Saving Private Ryan is an excellent 
movie to see. 

It was released last summer, then.re-released in February, 
so take three hours one day to go watch it if you haven't 
already, and i~ you have seen it, go see it again. 

' 

By MYLES MARTIN 
Staff Reporter 

Approximately 25 students attended the infonnal Student 
Concerns Forum in the College of the Mainland Student Cen
ter March 2. Alex Pratt, acting dean of Instruction ~nd Stu
dent Development, and Dr. Henry Pope, dean of College 
and Financial Services, aru.wered student questions, and re
sponded to concerns and suggestions regarding COM pol.i
des and practices. 

One question regarded the college getting an ATM ma
chine. "lnfonnation has been asked about getting an AIM, 
but no one has wanted to put one in and it will cost a great 
deal of money," responded Dr. Pope, whose job deals with 
any safety, maintenance, bookstore and mail issues. 

A student said no change is available on Saturdays and 
suggested the college get a bill changer. Dean Pratt resronded 
it would take a vendor to put in a bill changer, but change is 
available in the library for students on Saturdays. Dean Pratt 
deals with academic areas, grievances, class schedules and 
the course catalog. 

Several questions and comments concerned the college 
bookstore. One student said that the bookstore's prices are 
too high. Dr. Pope answered: "By policy, the bookstore main
tains the Prices at the lowest profit margin to break even. We 
don't want to make a profit." 

The current dean situation also was discussed. A dean's 
committee spent a year on two unsuccessful searches for 
one person to fill the dean of Instruction and Student Devel
opment ·position. Dr. Donald G. Bass, the former dean, re
tired at the end of last August. 

At the March 1 Board of Trustees meeting, the Board dis
cussed filling the position with five people, three full-time 
and two pan-time, from within the college. 

''The students and facuhy deserve a full-time dean, not 
someone working on a part-time basis," Dean Pratt said con
cerning the new plan. He feels strongly that no matter how 
many deans there arc, the job should not be done on a part
time basis. · 

Another question asked was why the end-of-semester 
grades are no longer· mailed out. Dean Pope responded the 
reason is that students have much quicker access by phone, 
and it saves the college a great deal of money. 

The last forum was held in November and some of the 
suggestions that arose then have been implemented. One was 
having the television in the Student Center r~paired. 

The next Student Concerns Forum is planned for fall. 

Fake government mail alert 
The U.S. Postal Se1Vice and the Better Business Buw 

reau are advising businesses and consumers to be on 
the lookout for "government" mail. 

These mailings oome from private companies which 
use names that sound similar to those of government 
agencies. The mailings are often deceptive, confusing 
and sometimes illegal. They usually contain solicita
tions to purchase goods or services or request money 
for infonnation, donations or fees. A common mail
ing in the Galveston/Houston area requests filing fees 
for Designation of Homestead exemptions. 

No matter how official the name used by a private 
mailer sounds, remember that g0Venunent agencies 
send official inail in envelopes whose upper right hand 
comer has a "penalty indica," the U.S. Postal Service 
shield and the words, "Penalty for Private use $300," 
or a government mailing pennit imprint which will 
always read "Bulk Rate Postage Paid," a postage meter 
strip or a precanceled stamp. 

1f you receive any mail that seems suspicious, send 
the mailing with a brief note to the Better Business 
Bureau, 5225 Katy Freeway, Suite 500, Houston, TX 
77007, or cootact the U.S. Postal Inspection Service 
at (800) 654-8896. 

' 

Young boy's dream 
portrayed in movie 
By TAMMY CUPIT 
Staff Reporter 

Rockets. courage, romance and the realization of dreams 
abound in October Sky. The movie is · a true story adapted 
from the childhood memoir Rocket Boys, written by retired 
NASA engineer Homer "Sonny" Hickam Jr. 

The movie is set in a small town in West Virginia in the 
late 1950s where coal mining is the expected adult occupa
tion. The Soviets have launched Sputnik and teenwager 
Hickam's imagination is sparked when he witnesses Sput
nik soaring over his town during a flyover. 

Hickam decides that he wants to build rockets but after 
his first solo attempt during which he blows up his mother's 
fence, he realizes that a team effort is necessary. He enlists 
the help of school brain, Quentin, and convinces his buddies 
O'Dell and Roy Lee to kick in as well. 

They are further encouraged in their efforts by their sci
ence teacher, Miss Riley, who knows that a college educa
tion may be the only way for these boys to have a life be
yond the coal mines. 

The complexity of the father-son relationship is well 
chronicled in this movie in a touching, sincere way. Hickam's 
father is the coal mine superintendent and feels that his son 
is wasting his time with rockets and should be preparing for 
a life in the mines. · 

Afternumerow; failed attempts and setbacks, the boys build 
a rocket that flies high into the sky attracting the town's at
tention. The boys are convinced to enter the county science 
fair where college scouts and scholarships are available. 

October Sky is full of humor, hope and perseverance. The 
audience is rooting for these boys throughout the mm and 
the ending is indicative of the American dream. Best of all, 
this story is true. 

Can~er help line offered 
The American Cancer Society announced in a recent press 

release that Texans will now benefit from its new cancer 
information and resource service:-a national "one-stop" help 
line for up-to-date cancer infonnation as well as local can
cer resources. The society's new service is now avaliable 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. and is the only national 
cancer help line in the country that can offer both general 
and localized information. 

For more information on the American Cancer Society's 
programs and services, call toll free {SOO)ACS-2345 or visit 
www.cancer.org. 

The American Cancer Society estimates that nearly 77,400 
residents in Texas will be diagnosed with cancer this year 
and as a result, find themselves in a frightening new realm 
of foreign medical terms and life-altering decisions. 

The help line offers cancer patients and their loved ones a 
single place to tum for help in understanding the challenges 
ahead. Trained information specialists spend time with call
ers, answering questions about their specific disease, the 
various diagnostic tests they may face, available treatment 
options, pain control methods and any other questions. 

~ A unique advantage of the service is nationwide access to 
an extensive database of local cancer resources such as sup
port groups, cancer care facilities, patient service programs 
and local social services. Specialists can connect callers with 
local services or resources in most other cities-----a particular 
benefit for callers who are caring for loved ones from afar. 

• 

Spring arts festival April 22 
The College of the Mainland annual Fine Arts Festival is 

set for April 22. .The college's fine arts organizations will be 
showcased throughout the day. 

The COM Singers, Studio Singers, Jazz Combo and the 
wO<Xiwind quartet, as well as soloists and duets will per
form. Most shows will be in the Fine Arts Recital Hall, F-
117. A pottery sale of student work begins at 10 a.m. The 
student art show will be on display all day in the COM Fine 
Arts Gallery. The exhibit closes May 4. 
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Renowned potter and artist Voraklt Chlnookoswong (seated) smiles at his audience which gathered to 
watch his pottery demonstration. Chlnooko1wong created three pieces, a vase, a jar and a bowl at the 
demonstration. A Retrospective, a collection of his favorite work half of which features small frogs, la on 
display in the COM Fine Arts Gallery through Aprtl 7. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

A Retrospective exhibited in art gallery 
By DANIEL M. DECKER 
Staff Reporter 

''Thank you very much," said Vorakit Chinookoswong 
with a tremendous smile in response to praise Qf his art
work. 

A renowned potter, Chinookoswong, talked. to a Col
lege of the Mainland audience about his presentation A 
Retrospective in the Fine Arts Building March 4. He fol
lowed with a demonstration on the !X)tter's wheel. 

Born in llrnil,!nd, Chinookoswong studied in Japan, 
where he achieved a degree in science. However, his fa
ther told him that one skill would not be enough to sur
vive and that he should train in another area as well. 

Chinookoswong apprenticed to a !X)ttcr for six years in 
Thailand before moving to the United States. When he 
arrived in the States, Chinookoswong soon realized that 
because of his lack of English skills hC would not be able 
to get a job with his degree in inorganic materials. H.e 
would have to resort to his potter's wheel to survive. 

Chinookoswong has always been a respected potter, 
said Janet Hassinger, the curator of the COM Art Gallery. 
It wasn't until an American customer asked Chin
ookoswong to add a small frog figurine to a piece of rot~ 

tery that his career as a potter began to be very profitable. 
Chinookoswong's customers loved the frogs so much 

that he received many requests for more elaborate de
signs, so much, in fact, that Chinookoswong attributes 
his monetary success to the frogs. He has dedicated many 
pieces of his pottery to the frogs, such as the "Little Tem_ple 
#2,'' a large piece of pottery with a small temple inhab
ited by frogs. This piece in the exhibit. 

Hassinger said that many people are so enchanted by 
the simplicity and charm of the frogs that they miss the 
beauty and design of the rottcry the frogs are a part of. 

Designs just colTle to him he said. "l believe that to 
design is to make a design ... to go on and on." 

A Retrospective is on display in the gallery until April 
7. Chinookoswong calls his exhibit a retmspective be
cause it shows the subtle change~ in his form and intrica
cies, Hassinger explained. The display has many pieces 
from Chinookoswong's private collection and pieces he 
personally admires. Many unfortunately arc not for sale. 
The various pieces of Chinookoswong's pottery that are 
for sale at the gallery range in price from $60 to $1,200. 

Any person interested in setting a private viewing time 
or purchasing artwork should contact Hassinger at ( 409) 
938-Hl 1 or toll free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 354. 

Daylight-saving time first used in World War I 
By DANIEL M. DECKER 
Staff Reporter 

Spring forward, fall back. 
Daylight-saving time is about to "spring" upon us once 

again on April 4. We will advance the clocks and unfortu
nately lose one hour of precious sleep. But everything will 
be jw;t fine and dandy because we set the clocks back one 
hour in October when we get back that oh-so-precious hour 
of sleep. 

Daylight-saving time is a system of conserving daylight 
for conventional time periods in the average person's day. 
Also known as Summer Tune, the United States established 
DTS in 1966 by enacting the Unifonn Ttme Act which pro
vided a uniform daylight-saving time system within each 
time zone throughout the United States and its possessions, 
exempting only those ~tales whose legislatures voted to keep 
their states on standard time. Presently, only the legislature 
of Indiana has voted to keep the state on daylight-saving 
time. They no longer fall back. 

• 

Io a humorous essay he wrote in 1784, Benjamin Franklin 
first introduced the idea of daylight-saving time. 

Englishman Wtlliam Willett picked up the idea in 1907 
and. proposed that the clock be annually advanced 80 min
utes in four periods of 20 minutes during the summer and 
spring. The following year England's House of Commons 
rejected a bill that would have advanced the clock by one 
hour in the spring and returned to normal time in the fall. 

However, during World War I, many oountries including 
the United States, Gennany, Australia and Great Britian em
braced daylight-saving time in an·attempt to save fuel by 
lowering the need for artificial light during nighttime hours. 
During World War Il, many nations kept their clocks con
tinuously advanced one hour. 

Because of problems in various states about consistent time 
change, the United States enacted legislation in 1986 that set 
the standard for daylight-saving time in all states and territo
ries. Under this legislation, daylight-saving time begins at 2 
a.m. on the first Sunday of April and ends at 2 a.m. on the 
last Sunday of October . 
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Deans respond to questions, comments at forum 

COM student venlla Sheldon (far nght) asks a question of (aaated at table, from left) Alex Pratt, acting -n of Instruc
tion and Student Development, and Dr. Henry Pope, -n of College and Financial Services. at the Student Concerns 
Forum In the Student Carner March 2. (Photo by Daniel M. liecker) 

Workshop offers tips for time saving 
By TAMMY CUPIT 
Sta If Reporter 

Could your memory stand to improve? Do your time man
agement skills keep you breathless and scrambling to stay 
caught up? 

The Memory Improvement and Tmie Management Work
shop held Feb. 2 by James Shippy, associate dean of Student 
Services, provided valuable tips for improving memory and 
effectively managing time. 

Speaking to a small group, Shippy used handouts, ques
tionnaires and overhead projections to emphasize important 
points. 

The first half-hour of the workshop was devoted to memory 
improvement. 

"I learn with the intention of remembering," Shippy stated. 
He then listed five ways to improve memory: 1) Pay atten
tion and become interested in your subject. 2) Be selective-:
you can't remember everything, so focus on what's impor
tant. 3) Organize your material in ways that help you re
member it. 4) Review subject matter you want to memorize 
through self-testing or having others test you. S)Apply what 
you have learned to everyday life and things around you. 

Memory and concentration may also be improved through 

daily physical exercise and proper nutrition. 
Tune management skills were the focus of the second half

hour of the workshop. According to Shippy, quality is more 
imrortant than quantity when it comes to time. 

''Time iii something you can't stop, buy, trade in or pre
dict," Shippy stated. "Once blown, it's gone forever." Guide
lines to aid in time management include monitoring your 
time to learn how you spend it, thereby increasing aware
ness of time you have wasted. 

Having a written to-do list helps in deciding what needs to 
be done now vs. what can be done later. Further recommen
dations for managing time include .allowing for sufficient 
sleep and leisure activities to prevent fatigue and burnout. 

Shippy emphasized the importance of being on time to 
events. He added that others often view people who are on 
time as more eager and more responsible. 

Shippy listed common time-wasters. These include inde
cision, procrastination, lack of setting priorities, disorgani
zation, miscommunication and attempting too much at once. 

Low priority items, as well as items of little or no conse
quence, are better left undone, as are ihings done for others 
that th~y could do for themselves. 

Shippy ended the workshop stating, "The wisdom of life 
consists in eliminating nonessentials." 

Ryan gives realistic view of D-Day, World War II 
By MYLES MARTIN 
Staff Reporter 

Saving Private Ryan is certainly one of the best movies to 
be released in the '90s and could ultimately rank as one of 
the best of all time. Directed by Steven Spielberg and star
ring Tom Hanks and Matt Damon (Good Wu/ Hunting~Ryan 
gives a realistic view of the old cliche~ "War is bell." 

As it turns out, Pvt. James Ryan, who had parachuted 
behind enemy lines and was missing in action, bas three 
brothers, but he is the only surviving sibling. having lost all 
three in World War ll. 

After discovering that Ryan's mother will be getting all 
three death notices at the same time, a top government offi
cial decides to send a group of men to search for him to 
bring him home. 

They have no idea where he is, so they have to go trudg
ing through areas crawling with enemies. Along the way the 
group faces many hardships and argues over why they should 
risk their lives to save one man. 

Tom HanJcs gives a stunning performance, one extremely 

worthy of another Academy Award, and he certainly has come 
a long way since the days of films such as Turner and Hooch 
and Big. 

Spielberg's direction is excellent, proving that he can still 
make four-star movies. The Academy recognized this by 
awarding him his second Oscar for Best Director at the 71st 
annual Academy Awards which were held March 21. The 
first was for Schindler S List. Ryan also won four technical 
awards. 

Ryan spares nothing in tennsof blood and gore. The movie 
begins with a re-enactment of the D-Day invasion and pro
ceeds to show the audience graphic scenes of men being 
shot, bombed and maimed, ad nauseum. The movie is a good 
educaliooaJ experience for everyone, showing audiences 
exactly what really happened on the beach in France on June 
6, 1944. 

If you can stomach it, Saving Private Ryan is an excellent 
movie to see. 

It was released last summer, then.re-released in February, 
so take three hours one day to go watch it if you haven't 
already, and i~ you have seen it, go see it again. 

' 

By MYLES MARTIN 
Staff Reporter 

Approximately 25 students attended the infonnal Student 
Concerns Forum in the College of the Mainland Student Cen
ter March 2. Alex Pratt, acting dean of Instruction ~nd Stu
dent Development, and Dr. Henry Pope, dean of College 
and Financial Services, aru.wered student questions, and re
sponded to concerns and suggestions regarding COM pol.i
des and practices. 

One question regarded the college getting an ATM ma
chine. "lnfonnation has been asked about getting an AIM, 
but no one has wanted to put one in and it will cost a great 
deal of money," responded Dr. Pope, whose job deals with 
any safety, maintenance, bookstore and mail issues. 

A student said no change is available on Saturdays and 
suggested the college get a bill changer. Dean Pratt resronded 
it would take a vendor to put in a bill changer, but change is 
available in the library for students on Saturdays. Dean Pratt 
deals with academic areas, grievances, class schedules and 
the course catalog. 

Several questions and comments concerned the college 
bookstore. One student said that the bookstore's prices are 
too high. Dr. Pope answered: "By policy, the bookstore main
tains the Prices at the lowest profit margin to break even. We 
don't want to make a profit." 

The current dean situation also was discussed. A dean's 
committee spent a year on two unsuccessful searches for 
one person to fill the dean of Instruction and Student Devel
opment ·position. Dr. Donald G. Bass, the former dean, re
tired at the end of last August. 

At the March 1 Board of Trustees meeting, the Board dis
cussed filling the position with five people, three full-time 
and two pan-time, from within the college. 

''The students and facuhy deserve a full-time dean, not 
someone working on a part-time basis," Dean Pratt said con
cerning the new plan. He feels strongly that no matter how 
many deans there arc, the job should not be done on a part
time basis. · 

Another question asked was why the end-of-semester 
grades are no longer· mailed out. Dean Pope responded the 
reason is that students have much quicker access by phone, 
and it saves the college a great deal of money. 

The last forum was held in November and some of the 
suggestions that arose then have been implemented. One was 
having the television in the Student Center r~paired. 

The next Student Concerns Forum is planned for fall. 

Fake government mail alert 
The U.S. Postal Se1Vice and the Better Business Buw 

reau are advising businesses and consumers to be on 
the lookout for "government" mail. 

These mailings oome from private companies which 
use names that sound similar to those of government 
agencies. The mailings are often deceptive, confusing 
and sometimes illegal. They usually contain solicita
tions to purchase goods or services or request money 
for infonnation, donations or fees. A common mail
ing in the Galveston/Houston area requests filing fees 
for Designation of Homestead exemptions. 

No matter how official the name used by a private 
mailer sounds, remember that g0Venunent agencies 
send official inail in envelopes whose upper right hand 
comer has a "penalty indica," the U.S. Postal Service 
shield and the words, "Penalty for Private use $300," 
or a government mailing pennit imprint which will 
always read "Bulk Rate Postage Paid," a postage meter 
strip or a precanceled stamp. 

1f you receive any mail that seems suspicious, send 
the mailing with a brief note to the Better Business 
Bureau, 5225 Katy Freeway, Suite 500, Houston, TX 
77007, or cootact the U.S. Postal Inspection Service 
at (800) 654-8896. 

' 

Young boy's dream 
portrayed in movie 
By TAMMY CUPIT 
Staff Reporter 

Rockets. courage, romance and the realization of dreams 
abound in October Sky. The movie is · a true story adapted 
from the childhood memoir Rocket Boys, written by retired 
NASA engineer Homer "Sonny" Hickam Jr. 

The movie is set in a small town in West Virginia in the 
late 1950s where coal mining is the expected adult occupa
tion. The Soviets have launched Sputnik and teenwager 
Hickam's imagination is sparked when he witnesses Sput
nik soaring over his town during a flyover. 

Hickam decides that he wants to build rockets but after 
his first solo attempt during which he blows up his mother's 
fence, he realizes that a team effort is necessary. He enlists 
the help of school brain, Quentin, and convinces his buddies 
O'Dell and Roy Lee to kick in as well. 

They are further encouraged in their efforts by their sci
ence teacher, Miss Riley, who knows that a college educa
tion may be the only way for these boys to have a life be
yond the coal mines. 

The complexity of the father-son relationship is well 
chronicled in this movie in a touching, sincere way. Hickam's 
father is the coal mine superintendent and feels that his son 
is wasting his time with rockets and should be preparing for 
a life in the mines. · 

Afternumerow; failed attempts and setbacks, the boys build 
a rocket that flies high into the sky attracting the town's at
tention. The boys are convinced to enter the county science 
fair where college scouts and scholarships are available. 

October Sky is full of humor, hope and perseverance. The 
audience is rooting for these boys throughout the mm and 
the ending is indicative of the American dream. Best of all, 
this story is true. 

Can~er help line offered 
The American Cancer Society announced in a recent press 

release that Texans will now benefit from its new cancer 
information and resource service:-a national "one-stop" help 
line for up-to-date cancer infonnation as well as local can
cer resources. The society's new service is now avaliable 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. and is the only national 
cancer help line in the country that can offer both general 
and localized information. 

For more information on the American Cancer Society's 
programs and services, call toll free {SOO)ACS-2345 or visit 
www.cancer.org. 

The American Cancer Society estimates that nearly 77,400 
residents in Texas will be diagnosed with cancer this year 
and as a result, find themselves in a frightening new realm 
of foreign medical terms and life-altering decisions. 

The help line offers cancer patients and their loved ones a 
single place to tum for help in understanding the challenges 
ahead. Trained information specialists spend time with call
ers, answering questions about their specific disease, the 
various diagnostic tests they may face, available treatment 
options, pain control methods and any other questions. 

~ A unique advantage of the service is nationwide access to 
an extensive database of local cancer resources such as sup
port groups, cancer care facilities, patient service programs 
and local social services. Specialists can connect callers with 
local services or resources in most other cities-----a particular 
benefit for callers who are caring for loved ones from afar. 

• 

Spring arts festival April 22 
The College of the Mainland annual Fine Arts Festival is 

set for April 22. .The college's fine arts organizations will be 
showcased throughout the day. 

The COM Singers, Studio Singers, Jazz Combo and the 
wO<Xiwind quartet, as well as soloists and duets will per
form. Most shows will be in the Fine Arts Recital Hall, F-
117. A pottery sale of student work begins at 10 a.m. The 
student art show will be on display all day in the COM Fine 
Arts Gallery. The exhibit closes May 4. 
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Renowned potter and artist Voraklt Chlnookoswong (seated) smiles at his audience which gathered to 
watch his pottery demonstration. Chlnooko1wong created three pieces, a vase, a jar and a bowl at the 
demonstration. A Retrospective, a collection of his favorite work half of which features small frogs, la on 
display in the COM Fine Arts Gallery through Aprtl 7. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

A Retrospective exhibited in art gallery 
By DANIEL M. DECKER 
Staff Reporter 

''Thank you very much," said Vorakit Chinookoswong 
with a tremendous smile in response to praise Qf his art
work. 

A renowned potter, Chinookoswong, talked. to a Col
lege of the Mainland audience about his presentation A 
Retrospective in the Fine Arts Building March 4. He fol
lowed with a demonstration on the !X)tter's wheel. 

Born in llrnil,!nd, Chinookoswong studied in Japan, 
where he achieved a degree in science. However, his fa
ther told him that one skill would not be enough to sur
vive and that he should train in another area as well. 

Chinookoswong apprenticed to a !X)ttcr for six years in 
Thailand before moving to the United States. When he 
arrived in the States, Chinookoswong soon realized that 
because of his lack of English skills hC would not be able 
to get a job with his degree in inorganic materials. H.e 
would have to resort to his potter's wheel to survive. 

Chinookoswong has always been a respected potter, 
said Janet Hassinger, the curator of the COM Art Gallery. 
It wasn't until an American customer asked Chin
ookoswong to add a small frog figurine to a piece of rot~ 

tery that his career as a potter began to be very profitable. 
Chinookoswong's customers loved the frogs so much 

that he received many requests for more elaborate de
signs, so much, in fact, that Chinookoswong attributes 
his monetary success to the frogs. He has dedicated many 
pieces of his pottery to the frogs, such as the "Little Tem_ple 
#2,'' a large piece of pottery with a small temple inhab
ited by frogs. This piece in the exhibit. 

Hassinger said that many people are so enchanted by 
the simplicity and charm of the frogs that they miss the 
beauty and design of the rottcry the frogs are a part of. 

Designs just colTle to him he said. "l believe that to 
design is to make a design ... to go on and on." 

A Retrospective is on display in the gallery until April 
7. Chinookoswong calls his exhibit a retmspective be
cause it shows the subtle change~ in his form and intrica
cies, Hassinger explained. The display has many pieces 
from Chinookoswong's private collection and pieces he 
personally admires. Many unfortunately arc not for sale. 
The various pieces of Chinookoswong's pottery that are 
for sale at the gallery range in price from $60 to $1,200. 

Any person interested in setting a private viewing time 
or purchasing artwork should contact Hassinger at ( 409) 
938-Hl 1 or toll free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 354. 

Daylight-saving time first used in World War I 
By DANIEL M. DECKER 
Staff Reporter 

Spring forward, fall back. 
Daylight-saving time is about to "spring" upon us once 

again on April 4. We will advance the clocks and unfortu
nately lose one hour of precious sleep. But everything will 
be jw;t fine and dandy because we set the clocks back one 
hour in October when we get back that oh-so-precious hour 
of sleep. 

Daylight-saving time is a system of conserving daylight 
for conventional time periods in the average person's day. 
Also known as Summer Tune, the United States established 
DTS in 1966 by enacting the Unifonn Ttme Act which pro
vided a uniform daylight-saving time system within each 
time zone throughout the United States and its possessions, 
exempting only those ~tales whose legislatures voted to keep 
their states on standard time. Presently, only the legislature 
of Indiana has voted to keep the state on daylight-saving 
time. They no longer fall back. 

• 

Io a humorous essay he wrote in 1784, Benjamin Franklin 
first introduced the idea of daylight-saving time. 

Englishman Wtlliam Willett picked up the idea in 1907 
and. proposed that the clock be annually advanced 80 min
utes in four periods of 20 minutes during the summer and 
spring. The following year England's House of Commons 
rejected a bill that would have advanced the clock by one 
hour in the spring and returned to normal time in the fall. 

However, during World War I, many oountries including 
the United States, Gennany, Australia and Great Britian em
braced daylight-saving time in an·attempt to save fuel by 
lowering the need for artificial light during nighttime hours. 
During World War Il, many nations kept their clocks con
tinuously advanced one hour. 

Because of problems in various states about consistent time 
change, the United States enacted legislation in 1986 that set 
the standard for daylight-saving time in all states and territo
ries. Under this legislation, daylight-saving time begins at 2 
a.m. on the first Sunday of April and ends at 2 a.m. on the 
last Sunday of October . 

• 

• 

·' 

·' 

·' 

·' 

·' 

·' 

• 

·' 



I 

Page 6, March/April 1999, InterCOM 

Campus Life 

The COM softball team won second place at the GCIC Sports Day held at San Jacinto College central campus 
March 25. The winning team consists of (back row, from left) team captain Mike Brown, Chris Barkmann, Matt 
Klingenberg, Adam Ales, Ryan Jakeaway, Greg Gaona; (front row, from left) Nicolle Lopez, Danielle Ayala, Aus· 
tin (Greg Gaona's son), Tiffany Garcia and Charlotte Cooper. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM students winners at Sports Day 
ByMICHAELNAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

The Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day was 
held at San Jacinto College central campus March 25, It was 

an all day event. 
College of the Mainland students participated in basket

ball, 8-ball, golf, racquetball. softball, table tennis, tennis, 
and both indoor and outdoor volleyball. 

The COM softball team won second place. The winners 
were determined by a double-elimination toumam~nt. 

Two COM students won in the table tennis tournament. 
Chuong Vu won first place; Jesse Maldonado, second. 

Thurman Thomas cues up for a shot to polish his 8-
ball game in the Student Center In preparation for the 
GCIC Sports Day held at San Jacinto College central 
campus March 25. He won fourth place. COM placed 
In several other events at Sports Day. 

(Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Eric McPherson won first place in racquetball, and 
Thurman Thomas won founh place in S-ball. 

''The goal for Sports Day is to bring students together from 
various schools for an enjoyable day of competition," said 
Maryann Urick. coordination of Recreational Programs and' 
Student Activities. "We congratulate those who won, but we 
hope everyone had a gocxl time." 

GCIC Sports Day is held in both the fall and spring se
mesters with different colleges hosting. 

Colleges that participated in Sports Day in addition to 
COM included Alvin Community, Brazosixi,rt, Galveston, 
Houston Community. Kiogwoo~. Lee, North Houston, 
Tomball, San Jacinto and Wharton Community. 

Finalists announced 
for instructor of year 

The five finalists for the College of the Mainland Out
standing Instructor of the' Year have been announced. They 
are Deborah Bastien, nursing; Rich Nowak, real estate; 
Joanna Kile, biology; Leslie Richardson, math; and Renate 
True, biology. Nowak and True have been voted Outstand
ing Instructor in previous years. Biology Professor Marilynn 
Kish-MoJina is the current Outstanding lnstructorof the Year. 

Boxes and nomination forms were placed at 15 polling 
places on campus March 1-11. Finalists were selected ac
cording to the number of votes eat;h received from students. 

The outstanding teacher receives $1,500 for professional 
development and will represent COM as the Piper Professor 
nominee in falJ. The winner will be announced at the Em
ployee Recognition Dinner April 23. The other four final
ists will receive aw:rrds for teaching excellence. 

SAB hosts ethnic luncheon 
A Multi-Cultural Luncheon will be held in the C.Ollege of 

the Mainland Student Center ~pril 13 at 12:30 p.m. Attend
ees should bring a dish from their culture with the exception 
of international students who will share cultural ideas and 
experiences. The Student Activities Board sponsors the event. 
For infonnation call Maryann Urick, coordinator of COM 
Recreational Programs and Student Activities at ( 409) 938-
1211 or toll free at (888) 258-8859. Ext. 418. 

r 

• 

Galveston College 
hosts golf, volleyball 
By Sl'EVE PIFER. 
Staff Reporter 

Galveston College is hosting the Gulf Coast Intercolle
giate Conference Beach Volleyball Tournament at Stewart 
Beach on April IS.All participating colleges including Col
lege of the Mainland, help to run the event. 'fypically be
tween seven and 12 schools participate. 

Galveston College also is hosting a golf tournament at 
Galveston Municipal Golf Course on the same ~Y- COM 
golfers need to get to the golf course on their own. ff neces
sary, transportation will be provided for COM beach volley
ball participants. 

Beach volleyball and golf both start at 9 a.m. All partici
pants should arrive at their event's location no later than 8:30 
to procey, sign-up since there is no sign-up deadline. 

Twetve member schools are in GCIC. In addition to COM 
these include Brazosport College, Alvin Community Col
lege, San Jacinto College, Kingwood College, Tomball Col
lege, North Harris Community College, Lee College, Hous
ton Community College, Galveston College and Wharton 
Community College. 

For more infonnation call Maryann Urick, coordinator of 
the COM Recreational Programs and Student Activites, at 
(409) 938-1211 or toll free at (888) ZSS-8859, Ext. 418. Or 
call the Gym at Ext. 422 if Urick is unavailable. 

COM volleyball player Fabio Peraire (lelt of net) hits the 
ball to Alvin Community College during one of the GCIC 
Sports Day competitions March 25 at San Jacinto Col
l-central campus. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM returns home with 
three nursing achievements 

Six College of the Mainland nursKlg students and two 
nursing faculty advisers attended the 51st annual conven
tion of the Texas Nursing Students Association held in Cor
pus Christi Feb. 24-28. 

Cynthia Brisbin, the COM Student Nursing Association 
president, was elected to the office of Eastern Regional Di
rector of TSNA at the convention. 

Students Melissa Litchfield, Brandy Snipe, Denise Carey, 
Terrie Corbett and Amber Lenting also atte~ded. The COM 
SNA also won the award for Best Scrapbook. 

COM nursing Professor Joan Mader, a TNSA adviser, was 
named Faculty of the Year for Texas. 

COM nursing Professor Tom Hawkins, also a TNSA ad
viser, wa'i apixi,inted as a special consultant for the Execu
tive Board of Directors. He also spoke at the convention on 
"Student to Working Nurse: The Transition." 

·, 
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Congress should seek 
to end Iraqi sanctions 

Myles 
Martin 

How much do you.know about sanctions? 
S~ctions are legal measures, such as an embargo, taken by 

an official body to enforce demands. Are you aware that the 
United Nations has had economic sanctions (food and other 
basic needs) imposed on Iraq for eight years? Eight years! For 
eight years, it has been extremely difficult for the Iraqi people to 
get medicines and food. 

Food is rationed by the government and lraqis pay a relatively 
low price to receive basic foods. So you're probably saying, "So 
what?" Well, first, these government rations are extremely 
basic: mainly flour, rice, sugar, tea and milk (milk only for 
families with infants). Up to 30 percent of the Iraqi population is 
malnourished. That is about one out of every three people. 

The U.S. government does not care that the Iraqi people are 
suffering day in and day out. It acts as though the only persori 
living in lraq is Saddam Hussein. I doubt, however, that he 
experiences any hardships as a result of the sanctions. 

There are Iraqi children who suffer from leukemia. If treated 
with medicine. the cure rate is 70 percent, but because of 
sanctions, no sophisticated medicines are available and without 
treatment, the cure rate for leukemia is O percent. Many young 
children in Iraq also are sent into the streets by their parents to 
beg for money and food. And sanitation is poor because of 
damage done by missiles during the Gulf War period. As a 
result outbreaks of cholera and hepatitis have occurred. 

The United States should not con\,inue to support these 
sanctioM against Iraq. We believe murder is a serious crime and 
punish it severely, yet ihal is exactly what we are doing in Iraq: 
We are murdering people slowly, and are allowing them to 
suffer before they die. 

You and I should get involved to defend the people of lraq. 
We should not support Saddam Hussein, but we should at least 
have some compassion for the ordinary Iraqis who are suffering. 

So, what can we do to end sanctions? 
We can do quite a few things including (but certainly not 

limited to), becoming educated on the subject, writing our 
congressmen to let them know We are against sanctions and 
writing letters to the editors of locaJ newspapers protesting 
sanctidns. And finally, the most imixi,rtant thing we can do is to 
educate others, so they also will write letters of protest. 
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Ht SQUEEZE •.. --------. 
SHUCKS ••• THE AMERICAN PEOPI..E NEED TO 
GET ON WITH HY BUSINESS •.• I HEAN •.• I HUST GET 
BACK TO DATING AND I N:EDED TD DISTRACT 
THE HEDIA ATTENTION AWAY FR0H HY CHINA DEAL ..• 

YO! SUCK WILLIE ••• 
I GOT A "HOT PIZZA• AND 

SOHE FRESH CUBAN CIGARS •.. 

DUH ••• CHILL OUDE •.. OK ••• l'LL CALL BETTY ... 

SO WHA TI> UP WITH THIS 
BOHBING OF THE SERBS?? 

Rick Hardeman, the artist who created the cartoon abo\/e, is a graphic arts student at COM. 

2 new trustees to fill Board positions 
By TAMMY CUPIT 
Staff Reporter 

Roy Davila and Gary Weatherby will be apixi,inted to 
the College of the Mainland Board of Trustees May 1 
w.hen Ivan Lmgford Ill and Matthew T. Doyle step down. 
No election is necessary as the men are unopposed for 
the positions. 

Davila, 56, has been a Texas City resident for 50 years. 
He is the secretary/treasurer of the United Food Com
mercial Workers union which is the local labor union for 
grocery stores. Davila will replace Lllllgford on the Board. 

"I have setved our community for over 30 years," 
Davila said, "and I am dedicated to comprehensive, quality 
educational programs and student services." Davita's plat
form promises affordable tuition at COM; fair taxes; aca
demic freedom with a diverse staff; and an educational 
experience promoting critical thinking and democratic 
participation while preparing students for good paying 
jobs. 

Gary Weatherby, 56, has been a resident of Dickinson 

for more than 16 years. He works~ international union 
representative for the Paper, Allied Industrial, Chemical 
and Energy lntemational Woders Union and has held 
that position since 1976. Weatherby said he was prompted 
by COM staff members to run for the Board position. 

"I have seen the college grriw," he said, "and I want it 
to stay affordable and easily accessible lo the working 
people of the rommunity and their children." Weatherby's 
platform also promotes academic freedom and encour
ages students to obtain skiIJs necc8Sal)' to succeed in life. 

The COM Board of Trustees consists of seven mem
bers who are elected officials serving six year lem!S. 1bese 

members hold full legal and financial responsibility for 
the oollege. They have the power to make ixi,licy, employ 
a president and hire personnel. 

Board members who wiU continue to serve are Ralph 
E. Holm, special events coordinator for the city of Texas 
City; Jimmy M. Jones, director of the Electrical Joint Ap
prentice Training Council; James E. Butler, minister; 
Bennie Matthews, retired math teacher; and Nick 
Stepchinski, real estate agent. 

Mideast policy experts call for end to Iraqi suffering 
By MYLES MARTIN 
Staff Reporter 

Denis Halliday and Phyllis Bennis recently spoke on the 
effects of U.N. sanctions on Iraq and what can be done to 
force their being lifted. These sanctions against Iraq have 
been in place since 1990, shortly before the start of the Per
sian Gulf War. 

Halliday, a former U.N. assistant secretary general, and 
Bennis, a fellow at the Institute for Policy Studies in Wash
ington, D.C., spoke at ColJege of the Mainland Feb. 22. The 
two are on a 21-city speaking tour across the country, speak
ing out against {he sanctions at such universities as the Uni
vers\ty of Texas at Austin; Harvard, Cambridge, Mass.; Yale, 
New Haven, Conn.; and Princeton, Princeton, N.J. 

When COM history Professor Larry Smith introduced 
Halliday and Bennis, he said the United Nations has been 
acting as if the only pen.on in Iraq were Saddam Hussein, 
when actually 22 million people live in Iraq and are experi· 
encing hardships because of sanction·s. 

Halliday worked for 13 months as the head of the U.N. 
Oil for Focxl program, but resigned last October in protest of 
the sanctions. Bennis has written several books dealing with 
foreign policy, including one dealing specifically with Iraq, 

' 

Beyond the Storm. 
Halliday said 100 to 150 Iraqi children die each day as a 

result of sanctions. Iraq has almost no sophisticated medi
cine, and 30 percent of Jraqi children suffer from 
malnourishment because sanctions keep food and medicine 
from entering the country. 

He emphasized the average American is not aware of the 
conditions and hardships, such as children dying of leuke
mia because medicines jlren't available. If treated with medi
cine, the cure rate is 70 percent, but because of sanctions, no 
sophisticated medicines are available and without treatment, 
the cure rate for leukemia is O perce[ll. The sanctions have 
been in effect since 1990. "It's (policy on sanctions) got to 
change/ Halliday stated. 

Bennis said people should demand ah end to the economic 
sanctions but ask for an increase in military sanctions, so 
that Iraq will not be able to have access to weaixi,ns of mass 
destruction and biological (germ warfare) weapons. 

The two are speaking around the country to inform, and 
more importantly, to motivate people to get involved in re
moving economic sam ... 'tions. Both said people should write 
to. their representatives and senators, become infonned on 
the subject, write letters to their local newspapers and in
form friends and family. 

• 

Both speakers advocate immediate lifting of sanctions. 'We 
cannot sit back and be silent," Halliday stated. 

Phyllis Bennis, a fellow at the Institute for Polley Stud
ies in Washington, D.C., and Denis Halliday, a former 
U.N. assistant secretary general, spoke on the effects 
of U.N. sanctions on Iraq at COM Feb. 22. 

(Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 
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Editorials/News 

Bike patrol rides again, new police uniforms neater 

The lull-time COM Police Teem memben, are (olandlng from 1811) olllcero Arbry Clifton, Tony Mallette, Thomes 
Dendy, E.W. "Butch" Carr and (aeeted) Program Aoolstant Diann Lukaa. OUler lull-time police olftcers not pic
tured are Vernette Jonea. Wlllle Huerta and Vernon Ewell. Another nine.part-time oflfcere round out the police 
teem. The poffce will begin bike patrola the week of March 29. Officers Clifton and Dendy will be on lull-lime bike 
patrol and part-time officer Robin Ring will patrol overy other weekend. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

InterCOM praised despite slight error 
Dear Editor, 

In keeping with the revered, ancient proverb which 
promulgates the precept that a word fitly spoken is like 
apples of gold on platters of silver. it is altogether fitting 
and proper to say a word of congratulations to the entire 
lnterCOM staff for the truly outstanding caliber of _the 
lnterCOM issues that have emanated from your conscious 
efforts reflective of the highest attributes of journalistic 
professionalism. 

In the interest of giving credit where credit is due, allow 
me to point out that the video presentation highlighting the 
significant contributions of Dr. Martin Luther King's 
lifework (as reported on Page 5 in the February Inter
COM) was not of my doing, but rather this masterful 
presentation is attributed to the resourcefulness of political 
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science professor, Michele Gagnier, and to the imaginative 
creativity of political science professor, Dr. David Smith 
(with the wholehearted cooperarion of Phil Johnson and 
Jeny Anderson of the non-print media staff), whose 
dedication to endeavors that appeal to "the better angels of 
our nature" is both inspirational and most heartwanning. 

Felicidades, 
Manuel Urbina II, 
ProfeS&lr de Historia 

Edit.or's note: Dr. UrbUUJ had been schedu.led 10 act as 
master of ceremonies for the presentation, but was called 
away that day on business with the city of Texas City, 
concerning its sister city, Coatzacoalcos, Veracruz, 
Mexico. 

Kim Bella and Rebecca Ffodrlguaz check out a few of 
the books on sale at the SAB-spOnsored Book Fair 
Feb. 24 In the TechnlcalNocatlonal Building. Another 
book fair wiU be held March 31 fro"m 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 

(Photo by Rachel Delanoix) 
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By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

The man and and woman detained at CoUege of the Main
land for carjacking on Feb. 2, as reported in the February 
issue of InterCOM, have not been seen oo campus since. 
COM Police Officer Tony Mallette said he did not expect 
them back. 

Since the bike patrol resumed the end of March. the po
lice team members have been getting used to their new moun
tain bike. The two older bikes will be back from their annual 
servicing the week of March 29. COM Police officers Arbry 
Oilton and Thomas Dendy will be on the bike patrol full. 
time. COM Police Officer Robin Ring will ride every other 
weekend on a part-time basis. 

In other police news, the COM Police Team is in the pro
cess of changing the officers' uniforms. These changes are. 
occurring because the new unifonn supplier, Lawman's Po
lice Supplier, gives more options than Skaggs Police Sup
plier, Clifton said. The officers have already begun using a 
darker gray shirt to complement the navy blue pants. This is 
the only change that will be made in the winter uniform. 

However, both the long and short pants and the shirt of the 
i;ummer unifonn will be going through greater changes. A 
light blue shirt will become standard wear and navy blue 
cargo pants will replace the panis now worn. The new navy 
blue shorts will be "better tailored," Mallette said. 

The swnmer uniform was designed to be "more cool and 
(the) unifonn material more durable;" Oifton said. In addi
tion, the new unifom design looks more professional, "not 
so sloppy," Mallette said. "It has better tapering and fitting" 
than the old summer uniforms. 

The slmy about the COM l>'ht:R jMMlllet$ in·~ 
FcblUary issueoflelel(X)Mw I • dsevmlem,rs 
infad. 

The 6"' ...,,, .. of the story read, "The Pimt ho 
opondeB pibgram iii O,llego of the Main!NJ4 ll,.lhe 
!h$1 llneofiletell$e at College of lhe Mainland." 1bis 
was incom,a ~ lhe COM police an, the "lh$t 
line of defense" for medical m~ 

Another error was an O\'C1Slght. Omille<I from lhe 
story - the Iii<( that CiSll)I Malllows, &ter; y 
Medical SerYlces and Health OCl:upalion ,_ .... 
facul1y member, is seoond in c:omnuind after Nancy 
Eubanks, director of EMS/Health On,,..ion Pro-
gmms. . 

The fact that the COM FilSt Pespoilders bavo 15 
pa,t-lllne \'OIUntee11> was llQI explah1,odwen. The vd- . 
untcffl are available only in the eveuin,p and all vol
uateets· are not available every O\•ming 

The Story also read lncortedly that lhe CXlM police 
<:all the ThlOlS City Fm,~ to plaoi: lheTexas 
City FlfSl Ret,pondws"on olert-" In~ the COM . 
police make lhe <:alJ to the Tens City F...., Depart
ment to send their Fim Reopondolo immediately and 
concum,atly dispatch an ambulance. 

An<lllleteffllfinvlllvallhetep(llttrWritiftg111at"el· 
lberthepatieatortheFmtReopondersdecidewhetber 
ambulance traDSpolt is needed.. Actually only the pa
tient decides whelhercr llQI to go to the bcopital in an 
ambtllan<:e. 

Editor~ not,: !ntetCOM apologizes for rhe 
inaccuracies In rhe earlier Slory and an.yconji;sion 
OT inrunv<m/ence if ""'l'.lu,ve caused. 
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Phone grade_ inquiry saves money, gains efficiency 
Continued from Page 1----------
the area to adopt the telephone grade inquiry. 

The coUege implemented the system as a cost-saving mea
sure. Too much money was being spent on· postage for 
mailouts and money was wasted on grades sent to wrong 
addresses. 

With the new system students can find out their grades as 
soon as their inst~ctors tum them in. However, they may 
not be able to access all their grades.on the first call since 
some instructors turn in grades later than others. Instructors 
do have a deadline by which they must tum in grades at the 
end of each semester. 

Most students accessed their grades the Saturday after 
COM let out for the Christmas holidays. Some students even 
were able to access their grades as early as Thursday during 
the last week of school because their instructors had turned 
grades in early. 

Even though fliers were placed aU over campus and teach
ers passed out grade inquiry cards with complete infonna
tion about the change, some students did not attempt to phone 
for their grades but waited in vain for the grades to be mailed. 

Peace said students will soon be accustomed to the tele
phone grade inquiry procedure. 

There is a misunderstanding that grades are no longer avail-

able in hard copy form, Peace said. This is untrue. Students 
can get a hard copy of their grades by requesting a copy of 
their 315 Student Inquiry Reports. Students also can get their 
grades in hard copy as soon ·as the grades have been posted. 
They need only to ask for them at the Admissions Office. 

The change to telephone access for grades is permanent, 
Peace emphasized. COM is moving toward a completely 
paperless system. "We're trying to save a few trees." 

Can a family member obtain a copy of a student's grades? 
According to Peace, if the student is a dependent of the rela
tive, the relative need only present tax forms listing the stu
dent as a dependent or provide written consent from that 
student and a copy of the grades will be made available to 
the relative. Otheiwise, the relative will be denied access to 
the student's grades. 

Any instructor on campus, working as an adviser, can ac
cess a student's grades on a need-to-know basis. 

Laura Wmkler, senior records specialist in the Admissions 
Office, is responsible for inputting grades at the end of the 
semester. She types up the physical information, which is 
read to students over the phone by an electronic recording of 
Castro's voice. 

Information such as grades is dispersed to financial aid, 
admissions and other departments through the computer sys-

tern. This way the informa
tion only has to be entered 
once into one computer and 
is automatically copied and 
sent to all other areas that 
contain the student's files. 

When a student registers 
and an award such as a schol
arship or grant is approved, 
the computer system auto
matically deducts the amount 
from the balance of that 
student's tuition. 

There is a processing fee, 
Reglotrar BIii Peace 

which covers the ID card and student activities and is in
cluded in tuition fees at the initial registration. Once this fee 
is paid. a student may obtain as many copies of his or her 
lrarucript as needed. 

At one time a $1 fee was assessed for each transcript, Peace 
said, but it became a hassle getting a dollar from students 
because of slow mail and because many students Were using 
faxes to send information and a dollar can't be faxed. 

For more informationcall(409)938-1211 or toll free (888) 
258-8859, Peace at Ext. 263 or Wmkler, Ext. 491. 

'A Big Tree for a Big Man' Stanley, selection team to determine 5 new deans 
Continued from Page 1.---------
taps at the end of the ceremony, moving many who 
attended to tears. 

[n an interview about her husband Terrilynn 
Rotramel said, "He was a wonderful man." 

When Joe Rotramel was 16or 17, he joined the U.S. 
Marine Corps and served in the Korean War; he also 
served three tours of duty in the Vietnam War. In Ko
rea all of Rotramel 's platoon was killed, Peace said. 

...: "AIIJl:11 line cfmd, twoswcioms,~lir
sioned a captain. He retired after 23 years, and after 
graduating from the police academy, joined the 
Galveston County Sheriff's Department, where he 
eventually became a deputy. Some time after leaving 
the sheriff's department he began working at COM. 

As COM's fust police officer, he lobbied to estab
lish the police department. "I know be had lo fight 
hard," Tunilynn Rotramel said proudly. 

Ne_w complex dedicated 

Continued from Page 1------------• 
will ease the "unreasonable amount of work" ,that comes 
along with the role of dean, as well as provide the college 
with diverse representation and input. 

The five positions will be the dean of instruction, dean of 
students, dean of finance, dean of college services and dean 
.of employee services. Each dean's position wiU specialize 
in duties relative to his or her title, but all will have equal 
status and responsibility in dealing with problems and op
portunities involving the coUege. 

President Stanley also hopes to follow du: college policy 
of hiring from within. 

He will distribute a list of all COM employees who have 
attained at least a master's degree to aU employees. Each 
employee wiU nominate five people from the list. President 
Stanley will then select five people from that list to be inter
viewed by a selection team. 

The team will consist of four COM faculty members se
lected by the Faculty Council, three professional staff mem
bers selected by the Professional Council, three staff mem-

Continued from Page 1------------
augmented by red and gold trim. 

COM employees and firefighters gave tours of the new facilities 
both before and after the ceremony. Free barbecue was setved fol
lowing the speakers. 

Mayor Doyle, the first speaker at the open house said, "We wouldn't 
be here if not for the cooperation between the city of Texas City and 
the college." 

bers selected by the classified staff and three students se
lected by the Student Government. If the president or selec
tion team decides any one of the nominees is not suitable for 
a position, the COM Board of Trustees will recommend an 
external candidate for that position. 

President Stanley will organize the Leadership Team which 
will confer with him when situations arise that the deans 
cannot settle. 

$500.scbolarshi drawing at UHCL 
The annual University of Houston-Clear Lake open house 

will be held April 24 in the UHCL Bayou Building 1-4 p.m. 
The open house offers visitors a chance to learn more about 
undergraduate degree programs, meet faculty and advisers, 
tour the campus, talk with student representatives and attend 
financial aid and admission presentations. 

Participants will be eligible for door prizes and a drawing 
for a $500 scholarship. For more information, contact UHCL 
Enrollment Services at (281) 283-2520. 

COM Board President MatthewT. Doyle spoke next saying, "This 
is a state of the art facility that will attract many to the city as well as 
to~ the college." COM President Stanley praised the COM Board for 
their «forward, thinking." 

At UHCL, you will gain ... 

The fire station is a fully functioning facility that will setve west 
Texas City as well as provide a training center for future firefighters. 

The Public Service Careers Teaching Facility will offer educa
tional venues in Emergency Medical Services, Health Occupations, 
Fire Protection Technology, Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice 
enabling COM to offer quality career training in these areas. 

President Stanley said that the unused property in front of Fire 
Station No. 3, bordering Monticello Road, is being developed to 

become the Plaza of the Americas. 
COM history Professor Manuel Urbina, who has organized an 

unbroken chain of Cinco de Mayo festivals at COM for 25 years, 
said the 26th festival will be celebrated at the plaza Wednesday, May 
5, noon to 2 p.m. 

The city of Texas City and COM are cosponsoring this special 
event, which will feature a mariachi band, folkloric dancers, and 
free Mexican food and iced tea. 

' ..... ~ 
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UHCL 
Representatives will 
be on your campus · 

April 12 
10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Voe. Tech 

See 
You 

There! 

• A real•world view through our Teacher-In-Residence Program 
• More exposure io the classroom prior to graduation th'rough our Pre-Service 

Internship Program 
• Ele11;entaryCcnification/B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies 

OR 
• Secondary Certification/B.S. or B.A. -in field of specialization 

Join the School of Education a1 UHCL, do something for your future and 
BE IN DEMAND! 

Call now! Summer Early Registration begins April 26. for admissions 

information call the Office of Enrollment Services at 281-283-2520. 

For School of Education advising call 281-283-3600. 

E-mail: eduation@cl.uh.edu • Website: http://www.cl.uh.edu/soe 

University of Houston lili Clear Lake 
:, . , ,• •. ·" . 
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What's Happening 

COM cosmetology Vocational Industrial Clubs of America members provided complimentary makeovers to •• 
· lactad Senior Adult Program members. The level two students offered hairstyling, make-up application, maniw 

cures and photographs for the "Glamour Grannies" who were selected In a drawing. Pictured from left are Sonya 
Menchaca, Marilyn Cisneros, Catrina Dick, Angela Schram, Olevia Coleman, Beatrice Sterner, Mardella Coulter, 
Tablatha Holt, cosmetology Professor Ellen Johnson, Yvonne Flores, Mandy Hersey, Benha Pistone, Virginia 
Oberg, Augustine Reed, MIidred Sting, Alshele Jones and Linda Aguilar. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Classes offered between spring, summer semesters· 
ByMlCHAELNAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

tive Building. 
I.ate registration and schedule changes for the mini-ses

sion will be held May 10. 
The College of the Mainland mini-ses.,;;ion runs May I0-

28, during the three week break between the spring semester 
and the first summer session. Several classes are offered in
cluding ENGL 1301, ENGL 1302 and BIOL 1322 

The college will be closed for Memorial Day, Monday, 
May 31. 

Registration for the first summer session, which begins 
Tuesday, June I, is set for May 27. Late registration and 
schedule changes will be held June 1. Mini-session registration for returning students runs April 

19-22. Regular mini-session registration is April 27 from 8 
a.m. to 7 p.m. in the Admissions Office in the Administra-

For more information contact Registrar Bill Peace at ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll free (888) 258-8859, Ext. 263. 

April 12 last day to drop credit classes without penalty 
The last day to withdraw from spring semester credil 

classes without penalty is Monday, April 12. If you de
cide to drop a class, you should go to lhe Admissions 
Offioe and fill out a drop form. A student will receive a 
grade of "W" instead of the u.sual letter grade. 

Students should not assume they've been dropped from 
class because lhey stop attending. If they fail to come to 
class they may receive an F in the course. They should 
not expect an instructor to withdraw them if they do not 
attend or are not performing well. 

_, 
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UpCOMing Events 

_ .. 
GOC Bed \tiDeyblll & GolfTounlanml 
Sp-tip~ b 3-oft..J \blleyball Touma11111111 
ApillO 

Afdl7&ll 
AH-<llly Badminm Toumamcnl ill Gym _ .. 
Comcidy C1ub Nigtl Ullriag Elm Kllrt @ 7:30 
p.m. in SC. h b rndil 5WC111S. Sthloo---sttdet1 
Sign,-tipdmdlio&l !or pf workshop April 21 _,. 
fndofSeme:slco- Kanlott Partyoumde utC@ 
12:JOp.m. 
3-GI-J~T~@6p.m.,Gym 

_ .. 
COMS....paform@7:J0p.m.la F-117 
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People Speak Out 
Thrt byTAMMYCUPrr, MYLES MAKl1N 
Pholognpm by RACHEL DEI.ANOIX 

A telepbooe grade inquiry S)'SICm is oow in use at Col
lege of the Mainlal)(I. Gra,;les II< 00 looger mailed to S1u
del115' homes. Install, studenlS call ( 409) 935-8900 to 

obfain their final grade.s. The administration believ<s the 
ncwS)'SICm will makestudentreami keepingexpiditious 
and save money. But what does the college community 
think about this new system? ln1"!COM asked: How do 
you feel about having to call to gct your grades? 

' 

Lallulha _, I think 

it's dumb. Theyshould mail 
them to you like they do 
everything else-you 
might miss something. 

1.av<l1111Maeon: 1 lhinkit's 
good. I think they should let 
uscallbcausesoo,epcopie 
are working and it's easier. 

Qy,,1111 Klyng: b caused a 
lol of trouble because my 
pottnts wano:d to see my 
grades, and they had to can 
after I called to get proof: 

.!me Galvan: l don't like 
it ldon'thaveanytime. h's 
a real hassle trying to find 
time to call to get my 
grade.s. l think it is ridicu
lous for studel115 to have to 
pay for what the college 

1 won't pay for. It's a big 
money-,;aving scheme. 

• 

Kristin Holt I hate it It's a 
hassle. lt 's too much 
lrOuble. The system eilher 
crashes or it's constantly 
busy. It's not convenient. 

Dmd Dlvlnr. I think ~·s 
great l.t speeds up the pro
cess. It also saves money 
and paper. 

-Flodrtguaz:lt'<all 
righL I lilred it not being sent 
to my house.and J likedbo
ing able to call at my con
venience. 

. - Conlu: l didn ., like 
it 1 couldn't gct my grades 
because they had put my 
wrong dalJ: of birth in the 
computer. I had to wait un
til after the holidays to gct 
my gllldes. I'd rather have 
them mailed to me. 

., 

• 

Appointments made to Board of Trustees 
See Page3 

Art gallery gives A Retrospective on frogs 
See.Page 5 

History of daylight-saYlng dme 
See Page S 
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Westside complex 
dedicated March 7 
By TAMMY CUPIT 
Staff Reporter 

The Westside Public Safety Complex Dedication and 
Grand Opening was held Sunday, March 7, at the site of the 
new facilities located on Amburn and Monticello roads aCIOS.5 
from the College of the Mainland main campus. 

The $2.6 million complex consists of Fire Station No. 3, 

which is located in one building and the Public Setvice Ca· 
reers Teaching Facility which is housed in the second build
ing along with the Public Works Setvice Center. These fa
cilities are a result of a joint venture between the city of Texas 
City and COM. 

Speakers at the event were Charles T. Doyle, mayor of 
Texas City; Matthew T. Doyle, COM Board of Trustees presi· 
dent; GeraldJ. Grimm, fire chief of Texas City; and Larry L. 
Stanley, COM president. More than 150 people, including 
COM employees, firefighters and family members, braved 
the cold. rainy weather to panicipate in the festivities. 

A musical perfofll1ance by an authentic mariachi band 
11:irl ,~ eifth:1 eeNib: f ..,.,.,8RJU'P'oon&istedoffiw.men 
and two boys dressed in the traditional wanlrobe, black suilS 

See New Page 7 

Flrertghte,tnd M ·a1 6F\We1, t1planl 8C1CJ Mku11--..tM-.tldJo1nrt....,8ldlcatlu.1 aad.,...opuntngotthe 
Public C-Service llulldlng March 7. COiii -nt l.arYy L Slaney (rtght of Alken) and T-City llayor Chuck 
Doyle (left of Alken) Hatslad and -1<0 at the ceremonies. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

New system lets students get grades by phone 
By RACHEL DElANOIX 
Staff Reporter 

At the end of the faU semester, College of the Mainland 
implemented the telephone grade inquiry system that allowed 
students to access their grades by phone instead of receiving 
them by mail. 

Terrilyn Rotramel, program assistant to the dean of 
Instruction and Student Development, ~tanda next to 
the trff dedicated to her late husband, Joa, COM'a 
first pollca chief. She la holding a plaque given to her 
at the dedication March to. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

' 

• 

• 

Students called ( 409) 935·89(X), answered a series of 
numerical questions, and then entered their ID numbe~ and 
pin numbers. That completed, a voice (Gina Castro, publi
cation specialist in the Office of Public Infonnation) told 
the students the letter grades they received for each course. 

Registrar Bill Peace explained that COM acquired the 
system because it '"was one of the features of a program we 

C.eremony memorializes 
COM's first police chief 
By Sl'EVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland hooon:d the late Joe Rotramel 
with "A Big Tree for a Big Man" ceremony on March 10. 
The tree dedicated to his memoiy is south of the Adminis
tration Building where the ceremony took place. Approxi
mately 80 people attended. A reception followed 

Rotramel, who died in June 1998, was COM's first po
lice officer and first police chief, setving from 1978 to 1988. 

The ceremony was "wonderful," said Rotramel 's widow, 
Terrilynn. "George Thomas and Bill Peace spoke from their 
hearts." lbomas, who Wa<i pan of COM's original faeulty, 
retired several years ago from the' math department Peace, 
who also was partof COM'soriginal faculty and taught Joe 
Rotramel in a chemistry class, is COM's registrar now. 

COM Police Officer Arbry Clifton. on behalf of the po
lice team, presented a plaque to Terrilynn Rotramel and her 
son, John Venzke. Venzke read a speech Terrilynn Rotramel 
had written but was too moved to give. Both choked back 
tears as he read. Music professor Sparky Koerner played 

See 'A big Page 7 

• 

purchased." COM is using the total software package from a 
computing options company in Maryland. 

Other schools such as San Jacinto C:Ollege are also using 
telephone grade inquiry systems. North Harris County Com
munity C:OUege is in the process of implementing such a pro
gram. Peace said COM was actually one of the last schools in 

See Phone Page 7 

5-member dean team 
now new goal of search 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

• 
Despite a year of interviewing c~didates, a Col

lege of the Mainland search committee was unable 
to find a suitable candidate to fill the position of 
dean of Instruction and Student Development from 
which Dr. Donald G. Bass retired last fall. Currently 
the position is being filled by Alex Pratt. 

President Larry L. Stanley, at the suggestion of 
the Social Sciences Team, has decided to take a team 
approach to filling the dean wsition. He plans to 
create a leadership team. The president proposes to 
hire five deans, three full-time and two part-time 
"to experiment with a management model that has 
the potential to be more democratic, more partici
patory and more communicative." He outlined his 
plans in an e-mail sent to COM employees. 

President Stanley believes that the team approach 

See Stanley Page 7 
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What's Happening 

Hello, are you there? 

Taylor Johnson, 5, talks on the phone during 
the COM Child Development Lab's lemonade, 
popcorn and art sale April 21. Taylor attends the 
lab school. The event was held in observance 
of the Week of the Young Child and was located 
in the playground next to the patio area of the 
TechnicalNocatlonal Building. 

(Photo by Rachel Delanolx) 

English mini-session courses 
College of the Mainland is offering English 1301 and 

1302 in the mini-session May 10-29, Monday through 
Thursday. Professors Steven Nassar and Brenda Brown 
will teach the courses respectively. English 1301 is 9 a.m.-
12:50 p.m., English 1302, 1-4:50 p.m. 

Mini-session late registration is Monday, May 10. For 
more information contact the professors at (409) 938· 1211 
or at (888) 258-8859Exts.316 (Nassar) and 315 (Brown). 

It's all aboard for COM's senior photogaphy 
course as they practice their photography at 
Galveston's Railroad Museum. On the ground 
is student Melva Powell and instructor Murry 
Getz. Posing on the platform are other members 
of the class. They are {from left) Beatrice Sterner, 
Flora Strickhausen, Nanette Osborne, Opal 
Glover, Rosemary Milner, Jackie Hadley and 
Joyce Cawley. (Photo by Jay Richard) 

• 

Dr. Bass to speak at gradu·ation May 7 
The College of the Mainland graduation ceremony will 

be held in the La Marque High School auditorium May 7 
at 7:30 p.m. A reception will follow in the Commons area. 

Dr. Donald G. Bass, former dean of Instruction and Stu
dent Development, will be the guest speaker. The COM 
Singers, directed by choral Professor James Heffel, will 
perform two selections: "The Awakening" and "A Celtic 
Blessing." The Brass Guild, directed ~y music Professor 

People Speak Out 
By MYLES MARTIN and 
MICHAELNAVARRO,StalJReporters 
DANIEL M. DECKER, Staff Photographer 

Enrollment at College of the Mainland has decreased by 
approximately 800 students in the last three years. This drop 
in enrollment may be attributed to a variety of factors, such 
as students being required to take the TASP test prior to enM 
rolling. 

To t;liscover how the college could improve enrollment, 
lnterCOM asked students and staff: "What c.ould COM do 
to attract more students?" 

Patricia Lausch: Here 
your instructors are availM 
able to you all the time. 
At other places they don't 
know your name or your 
face. I like the atmoM 
sphere here. 

Ted Aubry: Fix the 
school up. The grounds 
don't look all that great. 
Offer more classes. 

Wendy 5carlen: More 
campus activities, 'cause 
it's a community cQllege. 
People don't take things 
more seriously. People 
don't really hear about 
the activities. There 
needs to be more interM 
action with students. 

Thomas Owana: It costs 
too much. The tuition 
isn't bad, but I've paid 
more for my books than 
tuition. More sports. 

Berthe Pistone: Sports 
would be best, plus ac
tivities. 

Jeanette Jonte: They 
could have more activiM 
ties other times than at 
12:30 .... We have one 
rec. room and if it's not 
locked, it's full. What 
gets on my nerves is they 
only have things at 12:30 
and I'm always at work. 

Sparky Koerner, will play prelude pieces, "Pomp and Cir
cumstance" as faculty and graduates march into the audi· 
torium and exit pieces at the end of the ceremony. 

Students should assemble in the Commons area by 6:30 
p.m. They must pick up their caps and gowns, which are 
free, in the COM Bookstore by May 7. 

All faculty are expected to parti(;:ipate in the ceremony 
and should arrive by 6:45 p.m. 

1 
J 

Tanisha Hicks: They 
should a~vertise more, 
give us discounts like 
$10 off of tuition or 10 
percent. 

Annette Watts: When 
they set up new classes, 
they need. to make sure 
they have all the details 
worked out as far as tests 
go. 

Maurice Scott: A fool· 
ball team. Bring a fullM 
fledged athletic program. 

Tashiba Bryant: We 
need some cable and 
something else in the rec
reation room. They need 
to buy another TV, be
cause half the lime it 
doesn't work. 

' 

Miriam Ha_rolds: Drop 
the prices. The classes 
are not an academic level 
of a university. It is not 
challenging. 

Brooke Tarrer: I'm up
set they don't offer more 
mini.courses. They need 
to offer more variety for 
surhmer courses. 

Professor Mark Sand
ers: Better promotion, if 
nothing else. 

Joe Everett: Have more 
extracurricular activities 
students can do in their 
spare time and between 
classes, or they can offer 
new classes to fit every 
student's taste. 

' 

• 

COM police officer writes editorial 
See Page3 

Spring Fest celebration 
See Pages 6 & 7 

Kile, college receive large grant 
See Page 10 
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COM's Tech/Voe 
bomb scare a hoax 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

On Monday, April 26, a bomb hoax occurred in the 
lobby of the Technical Vocational Building, 

At approximately 8:IO a.m., College of the Mainlad 
Police Officer Tom Dendy was on routine patrol when a 
computer technology employee informed him that a sus· 
picious object was lodged in an opening of a soda maM 
chine. Upon investigation, Dendy saw a device with a 
circuit board and accesories that resembled a bomb. 

Declaring the need for emergency management proce
dure, Dendy immediately contacted COM Police Officer 
Arbry Clifton, who paged every officer and initiated im
mediate evacuation of the building. All employees and 
students were evacuated to the Student Center. The Child 
Care Center staff and children were evacuated first to the 
Gym and then to the Student Center. 

Clifton and.the COM telephone switchboard contacted 
the COM administration, theTexa~ City Fire Department 
and Jim Higgins, director of Planning and Public lnfor. 
mation. The Texas City Police Department also sent of· 
ficers to the scene. 

Upon examination, officials determined the device was 
rrol a bomb. Afterwards, the entire campus was searched 
for any other suspicious objects by the police officers 
Willie Huerta, Butch Carr and Tony Mallette. Volunteers 

See COM Page 11 

COM biology professor Joanna Kile holds the mer
maid vase she received for being named Outstand
ing Instructor of the Year. The vase Is passed on 
each year to the new outstanding professor who 
is expected lo display it prominently in his or her 
office. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

• 

Workers put the final touches on the Plaza of the Americas April 29. The city of Texas City and COM will host the 
dedication and ribbon cutting for the new plaza Wednesday, May 5, or Cinco de Mayo. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Americas plaza to be dedicated May 5 
Sy DANIEL !\I. DECKER 
Staff Reparter 

The dedication and ribbon cutting of the Plaza of the 
_Americas by the city of Texas City and College of the 
Mainland will take place Wednesday, May 5, at 11:30 a.m., 
at the new fire station on Amburn Road across from the 
main COM campus. 

Joanna Kile wins 
Instructor of Year 
By MYLES MARTIN 
Staff Reporter 

Biology profes~or Joanna Kile was named Outstand· 
ing Instructor of the Year at the College of the MainM 
land Employee Recognition Dinner held at the South 
Shore Harbour Resort in League City April 23. 

The award was presented to Kile by Alex Pratt, act· 
ing dean of Instruction and Student Development. Kile 
received a plaque and a mermaid.shaped vase. The 
vase, which became a tradition a number of years ago, 
is passed on each year to the outstanding instructor. 

In accepting the award Kile saiU: "This award first 
and foremost goes to the Science Team. I couldn't have 
done it without them. It also goes to (COM biol.ogy 
professor) Emmeline Dodd. 

"My parents taught me thal I could achieve anything 
I wanted to. There is no better job on Earth lhan teach
ing." 

Kile was one of five finalists for the award. The fi. 
nalists were selected by a student selection committee 
led by last year's outstanding teacher, biology Profes
sor Marilynn Kish-Molina. From March 1-11 students 
cast ballots in 15 voling locations throughout the cam. 
pus nom'inating their favorite teachers. The five ins.true· 
tors with the highesLnumber of vo1es became the fi. 

See Five Page 11 
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After the ceremonies, Cinco de Mayo will be celebrated 
with Mexican food, a mariachi band, the Los Gallitos 
Folkloric Dancers and a song by the Child Development 
Lab School children. 

COM history professor Dr. Manuel Urbina II said it is 
fitting to have the de.dication on Cinco de Mayo, as Mexico· 
is the first of the North and South American nations to be 

See New Page 10 

InterCOM staffers 
win 9 TIPA awards 
By DANIEL M, DECKER 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's student newspaper lnterCOM 
won nine awards, the most the newspaper staff has ever 
won at one time, in the annual Texas Intercollegiate Press 
Association contest held in Kerrville April 8-10. 

"I was ori the Internet and decided 10 check the TIPA 
homepage to see if the winners had been posted yet," said 
Manas;ing Editor Patricia Hill. "When I saw all the awards 
we had won, I was exhilirated, and I couldn't find a single 
person on the paper to share it with," Hill said laughing. 
So she wrote all the awards on the board in the n,ewsroom 
and left a message on the paper adviser's answering ma
chine to call her ASAP. 

Each I)ecember, lnterCOM submits a number of news, 
feature and sports stories, pictures, headlines and layouts 
in the Newspaper Division 3 category of the TIPA con· 
_test. Nineteen colleges and universities, with student en
rollments of 3,000 to 7,499, compete in this division. to 
include Lee College, Baytown: University of Hou~tonM 
Clear Lake; Texas A&M-Corpus Christi; and Texas 
Wesleyan University, Forth Worth. 

The entries are judged by professional journalists on 
papers with circulations of 40,000 lo 50,000, explained 
Jeff Henderson, executive director of TIPA and a journal
ism professor at Southwest Texas State University in San 
Marcos. This year the entries went out to a "newspaper 

See Newspaper Page 11 
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Editorial/News 

Students get free hot dogs, chips and drinks at the Student Activities Board-sponsored End of Semester 
Karaoke Party April 20. A large crowd gathered outside the LRC during College Hour to eat and listen to 
students perform. Some students were better than others, but everyone had a good time listening to tunes, 
such as "Good Times, Bad Times," "Never Ever" and "Don't Speak." (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Columbine victims must stay in our hearts 

Myles 
Martin 

On April 20, 1999, we again were shocked as a nation 
as the news of another school shooting flashed across 
our television screens. The details of this shooting, this 
time in Littleton, Colo., are truly awful, and 1 feel worse 
every time I hear about it. When the massacre at 
Columbine High School was over;· 12 students and one 
teacher had lost their lives at the hands of the two 
students who also killed themselves. 

Already the finger-pointing has begun as people begin 
to search for explanations, meanings and the answer to 
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"Why?" l hear it on television and read it in the newspa
pers and magazines. Do we blame spciety. the Internet. 
v,ideo ganies, music or parents? This has been the wol'St 
thingl've ever seen in my life. I can't even begin to 
imagine what it must be like to be the parent or the 
sibling or the friend of one of the people killed. 

When lawmakers begin their inevitable speeches on 
how we need tougher gun control laws, I hope they will 
take a moment or two to remember the people who died 
in school shootings, not just in Colorado, but also in 
Oregon, Arkansas, Kentucky and Mississippi. 

As horri~le as this tnlgedy is, there is one positive 
note. On television I heard a Columbine High School 
student saying that if one good thing comes out of this 
tragedy, it will be the fact that everyone in Littleton has 
come together, regardless of race, sex or social standing. 
Although it may be the only good thing to come out of 
something so terrible, it is a positive nonetheless. 

In the end, blame will be placed in an effort to make 
sense of the tragedy, to understand what drives people to 
commit sUch appalling acts. I've already heard many 
explanations, but no matter how astute the explanations 
are, the.y will never fully explain why. 

We must always remember the victims, their families 
and their friends, We must always keep them in our 
prayers. That may be the best thing we can do. Let us 

never forget these deaths. 

March/ April corrections 
Diann Lukas of the COM Police Team was in!~vertantly 

identified as the team's program assistant in .the March/ 
April issue of lnterCOM when in actuality she is the sec
retary. The InterCOM staff apolog4':es for any confusion 
or problems this error may have caused. 

Another mistake in that issue involved lhe photo at the 
top of Page 1, the ribbon cutting for the Public Careers 
Service Building. In readying the paper for publication 
the prdcess cameraman at our publisher accidently re
versed the negative of the photo. As a result, the people 
in the caption were identified in the wrong order. Again 
InterCOM apologizes. We've talked to the printing staff 
asking them to be more careful in the future. 

• 

To retain students, 
offer new activities 

Michael 
Navarro · 

Over the past three years, College of the Mainland's 
enrollment has dropped by about 800 students. And the 
question people are asking i'i "Why has it dropped?" 

Well, for starters, after many People Speak Out inter
views, I have come to the conclusion that the largeSt 
number of unhappy students are those fresh out of high 
school. They are probably unhappy because the commu
nity college atmosphere lacks enthusiasm. Some blame 
belongs to the students and some to the college. 

The pool room _in the Student Center has been a big 
topic of debate. It should be open every day during 
college hours. Yes, it may attract unsavory outsiders, but 
then so does the Gym, where on many occasions, I have 
seen people with no COM .affiliation playing basketball 
or lifting weights. There is no way to keep all unwanted 
outsiders away as long as COM is an open campus, but 
keeping the pool room open will keep some of those 
students occupied on campus while waiting for their 
next class. Otherwise they might go home. 

Many students have complained that the pool room 
needs games other than pool because not all students 
enjoy pool. Having a variety of games would keep more 
students involved on the campus. 

Improving the Student Center as a whole would be 
beneficial. Renovations might not .increase enrollment, 
but could prevent enrollment from dropping even 
further. The Student Cellter has had a television for 
several years located by the bookstore; however, it is old 
and staticy. Many students I spoke to said they would 
like for the college to purchase a new television to · 
replace the old console. 

Recently additional televisions were placed in the 
Student Center and the-Gym free of charge by a satellite 
service, but they have a problCm. They play only two 
stations: rap and rock. Though the televiSion in the Gym 
works, not all of the televisipns in the Student Center 
work~ they are either not hooked up correctly or broken 
and showing only fuzz. 

The cafeteria also needs improvement. Many students 
feel the food is too expensive, A full meal, a main entree 
and two side orders, costs more than $5. With all the fast 
food restau"rants around, it is cheaper for students to eat 
off campus. If the college could manage to lower the 
cost of the food and add more variety, students would 

. choose to stay on campus for lunch. 
One of the most common responses to this month's 

People Speak Out question-What could COM do to 
attract more students?-was "more recreational activi
ties at COM" (See Page 12). 

The Stud~nt Activities Board sponsors many enter
taining activities during the 12:30-1:30 Tuesday
Thursday College Hour, but the fact is that only a small 
percentage of students actually participate. Why? One 
reason is that riot all students are available during that 
time period. Another, is that not all students know when 
the events take place. 

One of the most disliked aspects of COM is the no 
smoking policy. Many smokers find it annoying to have 
to walk to their cars to smoke before, after and between 
classes. One student said that he and most smokers he 
knows are choosing not to re-enroll next semester. 

While some recommendations to enhance student life 
at the college may be challenging or unreasonable, 
changes need to be made. Students need to have more 
interaction with one another at the college. They need to 
have a sense of spirit; otherwise, their time here will be 
tiring, annoying and undesirable. 
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Five finalists consider 
selection an· accolade 
Continued from Page J:-----------
nalists. To choose the winner, the selection committee 
observed each of the finalists teaching a class. 

The other finalists were Deborah Bastien, nursing in
structor; Rich Nowak, Real Estate instructor; Leslie 
Richardson, math instructor; and Renate True, biology 
instructor. 

The selection committee was made up of students on 
the dean's list: Sean Buchanan, Marcia Washington, 
Nivianned Montes and Michelle Akers. Because Akers 
was unable to attend the awards ceremony, Melissa 
Litchfield took her place. The selection committee mem
bers praised the finalists individually prior to Dean Pratt 
announcing the winner. 

Kile has been an instructor at COM for six years and 
automatically becomes the chairwoman for next year's 
awards. On her nomination as a finalist, Kile echoed the 
words of former President Calvin Coolidge: "No person 
was ever honored for what he received. Honor has been 
the reward for what he gave." Honor is "what we work. 
for," she added. "It's an honor for our most important cli
ents-the students," This was her first time as a finalist. 

True, who has taught at COM 16 years, has won In
structor of the Year three times and has been a finalist on 
two other occasions. "It's a great privilege to realize the 
students do care about me." 

Bastien has taught at COM for two years and this is her 
first time as a finalist. "[ .was surprised and I hope [ can 
live up to that (the nomination). I feel lucky that I work 
with a team that is very supportive and an administration 
that encourages me to be creative in my teaching." 

Nowak won Outstanding Instructor of the Year in 1994 
and this is his third time as a finalist. On his nomination 
he said: "It feels great. Being nominated is an honor in 
~t~lf. but reaching the finalist stage is probably the most 
meaningful accolade we can achieve. When students fill 
out the ballots, it is an indication we have done well. It is 
why we do what we do." 

Richardson, a first time finalist, said he was very flat
tered. "I appreciate the students that voted for me, who
ever they are," 

During her acceptance speech, Kile told the audience 
"Rule No. 1 in my class is, 'don't let anyone step on your 
dreams."' She closed with her second rule, from Winston 
Churchill, ... Never give up.' That's what I say to you to
night. Never give up. Thank you." 

COM Bomb Hoax 
Continued from Page 1--------
from the employee p09I .ind public service career cadets 
participated in the search. By 9:30 the Tech/Voe Building 
was declared "cleared." • 

The device was confiscated by Texas City Police as evi~ 
dence and a suspect has been interviewed. 

"(COM) Police can't release any further information 
due to an ongoing investigation," Clifton said. 

InterCOM wants YOU! 
How would you like to win an award for your writing 

or photography? 
Journalism classes, COMM 1307, 2305, 2309, 2310 and 

2311 will meet as a pooled clas!i. during Summer I. The 
class will run from 9-11:50 a.m., Monday through Friday. 
All students must sign up for a TBA production lab which 
will meet the last week of session I to produce the sum
mer issue of the InterCOM. The labs are COMM 1129, 
1131, 2129 and 2131. 

Summer I on-campus registration is May 27 and late 
registration is June 1. Classes begin Tuesday, June 1, and 
end July 9. 

For more information call journalism Professor Astrid 
H. Lowery, lnterCOM adviser, at (409) 938-1211 or (888) 
258-88~9, Ext. 314. Contact Lowery . by e-mail at 
<alowery@mail.mainland.cc.tx.us>. 

"'--·----,,,--·· ------·····~- ·-------·----- ·--· 
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Newspaper staffers prove they have 'write stuff' 
Continued from Page 11---------
chain out of Alabama." 

TIPA, the oldest newspaper society nationwide and 
the largest in Texas was founded 90 years ago and will 
celebrate 90 years of contests next year. 

Hill won four awards this year, three for her page 
layouts. ~'I am especially thrilled to have won awards 
for page design," Hill said. "It is not easy. But Astrid 
(Lowery, InterCOM adviser and journalism professor) 
deserves the most credit. I only applied the page de
sign theory she drilled into me." 

Hill placed first in Feature Page Design in the De
cember 1998 issue, first for her Opinion Page Design 
in the May 1998 issue and third in Sports Page Design 
also in the December issue, 

Hill shared a third place with fonner Managing Edi
tor Amy K, Patlatch and staff reponer Michael Navarro 
on the headline, "Furby freaks fight for furballs first 
thing Friday," for a humor column she wrote about the 
frenzy Cbristffias shoppers exhibited trying to get the 
sold-out stuffed animal. The headline and story ran in 
the December 1998 issue. 

"It was nice," Navarro said, "because headlines are 
a pain in the ___ ." 

Former Managing Editor Shallon Fleming won a sec
ond place in News Page Design for the front page of 
the November 1998 issue. Fleming also receiv~d an 

Honorable Mention for her news 
story, "Local victims focus of TV 
crime show." Fleming reported on 
an America's Most Wanted episode 
filmed at COM documenting un· 
solved abductions and murders in 
Galveston County dating back to 
1971. She is a journalism major at 

Shallon Fleming the University of Texas, Austin. 
Lowery was delighted when Michael Garza, a stu

deurin the COM art -Oepanment last spring, asked if 
he could submit political cartoons 
to the paper. lnterCOM ran the two 
cartoons he submitted and entered 
them in the TIPA contest. Garza 
won second place for his cartoon, 
"Iraq's new biological weap-on," 
which appeared in the March/April 
1998 issue. The cartoon depicted 
Saddam Hussein holding lndepen- Michael Garza 

"In Schools acr 
for ... teachers in 
Math and Scicn 

. 
Call now I For 
Services at 281-

Current lnterCOII staff members (from left) Raehel 
Delanolx: Patricia HIii, managing editor; and 
Michael Navarro recently won TIPA awards. The pa
per eamod nine TIPAs.(Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

dent Prosecutor Kenneth Starr in a chemical bottle. 
"I was surprised,'' Garza said. "I was thankful she 

(Lowery) ent-efed me in the contest." Garza also took 
art classes from COM Art Gallery Director Jaoet 
Hassinger. "She likes to build people's confidence and 
encourage things like this," he said. Garza said he dido 't 
have much interest in politics until he took COM Pio
fessor Jim Finley's politcal science class. Finley made . 
Garza aware of what was going on in the world. 

Staff reporter Rachel Delanoix won third place for 
her sports feature story, "Needs competes in triathlon 
for 40th birthday," in the November 1998 issue. Debbie 
Needs is a physical education instructor at COM. "I 
was flattered and honored," Delanoix said. "The praise 
belongs to the whole staff. lnterCOM functions as a 
team, atid without the efforts of-all the staff members 
we would. not.,be graced with these awards." 

P.ttla.ch also received an Honorable Mention for ·a 
three-part"feature an s~ial problems which ran in each 
of the three issues of the spring 
1998 semester. "I was in shock,'' 
Patlach said. "When you sit down 
to write a story, you don ' t write it 

_ -with -me-intenuo win smncthing; 
You write the story with the intent 
to inform the readers. Winning the 
award is an added bonus." , 

When asked about the awards, Amy K. PaUach 
Lowery said: .. I was very exicted because this is the 
most awards we've ever won at one time. I'm extremely 
proud of Patricia, Amy, Michael, Rachel and Shallon, 
but credit also goes to the other staff members. With
out their contributions there would be no newspaper." 

University of Houston m Clear Lake 
E-mail: education@cLuh.edu • Website: www.cLuh.edu/soe 
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Campus Life 

Pottery sale a highlight of spring arts festival 

Jennifer Firestone (left) and Marianne Luther examine a piece of pottery on sale at the COM Spring Arts 
Festival April 22. The popular annual event showcases the college's fine arts programs. The COM Singers, 
Studio Singers, Jazz Combo and the college's wlndwood quartet, as well as others, performed throughout 
the day. one highlight of the festival is the student art show on exhibit In the COM Fine Ans Gallery. h runs 
through May 4. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker} 

PTK wins 4 awards at Austin convention 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Sigma Delta chapter of 
Phi Theta Kappa won four awards in competition against 
other chapters in Texas at the regional convention held in 
Austin April 8-11. ... 

The COM chapter won the Texas Regional Service 
Project award which is presented to the overall best ser
vice and service projects provided by a Texas chapter, 
explained Misty Wilcken, Phi Theta Kappa historian. One 
of the projects that helped the group win the award, she 
said, was painting the dog kennels at the Bay Area Soci
ety for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals last Decem
ber. Wilcken wrote the required essay for the project which 
was submitted along with a letter from the SPCA and pic
tures C'lf the project. 

The second award was for Top Five Yearbook. Wilcken 
together with PTK members Mike Looper and Michele 
Martinez assembled the yearbook. 

The third award was the Fellowship Hallmark award. 

Phi Theta Kappa is centered around fo1;1r hallmarks: schol
arship, leadership, fellowship and service. To. win the 
award the COM chapter submitted an essay about the 
members' involvement with the community and how this 
involvement relates to fellowship." 

The fourth award was the Five Star Chapter award. To . 
win this award, the COM chapter had to complete a list 
of projects. A chapter can receive a l-to-5 star rating, with 
five being the highest. The more ·projects completed on 
the list, the higher the rating. The requirements for this 
award ranged from learning about "Pursuit of Happiness: 
Conflicting Visions and Values" which was this year's 
selected topic; writing an essay about the four hallmarks; 
implementing service projects; competing for half of the 
rt:giQn's awards; running for region office; working on 
two projects with fellow chapters; and competing in five 
international awards. 

For information about Phi Theta Kappa, contact the ad
visers at (409) 938-121 l or (888) 258-8859, Exts. 329 
(Leslie Richardson, math professor) and 326 (Cindy 
Lucas, math professor). 

New plaza site of Cinco de Mayo celebration 
Continued from Page !----------'
represented at the plaza. Every year the tlag of another 
American nation will he added to the plaza. 

Mayor Chuck Doyle and the city of Texas City are seek
ing to promote personal and commercial relations between 
the American nations and Texas City, said Dr. Urbina, who 
has organized the Cinco de Mayo celebrations at COM 
for the past 25 years. This is the· 26th celebration. 

Upon the victory of Mexican liberal forces over French 
and conservative Mexican forces in 1867, Mexican Presi
dent Benito Juirez declared: "Entre los pueblos como entre 
los individuos. el respecto al derecho ajeno es la paz." 
Translated, it means: "Between cities as between indi
viduals, the respect for the rights of others is peace." 

• 

Cinco de Mayo "commemorates the victory of the Mexi
can forces ... over the French forces ... in Puebla.on May 
5, 1862," Dr. Urbina wrote in a pamphlet on the historical 
significance of the festival. 

Dr. Urbina continued, "The Fesitval de 5 de Mayo is a 
symbol Qfthe celebration of the Mexican-American heri
tage in our midst; as well as a celebration of the human 
spirit seekHlg to preserve its intrinsic freedom." 

Dr. Urbina said the purpose of Cinco de Mayo has al
ways been to provide "a dynamic link between the col
lege and the Mexican-American community by making 
the presence of the college felt in the Mexican-~ercian 
community and by making the presence of the Mexican
American _community felt on the college campus." 

Kile gets college 
a $900,000 grant 
By MYLES MARTIN 
Staff Reporter 

On the window of Joanna Kile's office in the 
Math/Science Building is a sign that reads, "Back 
off, I'm a goddess!" It's a sign she is proud of and a 
title she gladly accepts. 

Another title she is proud to accept is that of 1999 
Outstanding Instructor 
of the Year at College 
of the Mainland. Kile 
was selected as the 
winner from a group of 
five finalists, COM in
structors who were 
nominated in the con
test. Students were 
able to nominate 
teachers for Outstand
ing Instructor by fill
ing out ballots at boxes 
placed throughout the 

Joanna Kile 

campus from March l through March 11. 
Kile, a professor of biology, has taught at COM 

for six "years. Prior to coming here she taught for a 
semester at Collin County Community College in 
McKinney; and before that she taught as a graduate 
student at University of North Texas in Denton for 
six years. She received a bachelor of science degree 
from McNeese State University in Lake Charles, La., 
and a master of science degree in human genetics 
from UNT. 

"I was born to teach," Kile said. "I think that all 
great teachers are born (to teach)." 

Kile has always held an avid interest in science, 
especially biology. When asked why she chose to 
study biology, Kile rep)ied, "I don't think J chose it; 
it chose me." 

She enjoys teaching at COM and says the faculty 
is different from other places where people seem 
less innovative. "I inter'viewed at a lol of places, 
but this is the only place where my personality and 
my teaching style fit with the other scientists. The 
science professors here applaud different teaching 
styles," she said, adding that COM "provides an en
vironment that is conducive to creativity." 

Aside from teaching biology, Kile also is active 
in furthering the distance education program at 
COM, which includes Internet courses. '"Distance 
education is an important alternative to traditional 
delivery. I enjoy fostering development of courses 
through a distance medium." 

Kile recently received a grant from the National 
Science Foundation for $900,000, one of the larg
est grants that COM has ever received. It will fund 
the development of a core curriculum in process 
technology and distance learning in that area. 

In h«r spare time Kile enjoys shopping, reading 
(mostly mystery novels and literature), going to the 
theater and mo.vies, and gardening. "Sports is No. 1 
though," said Kile, an enthusiastic Houston Rock
ets fan.' Rockets posters decorate her office willdOws. 

What does Kile think the most interesting field in 
science is? Her special interest lies in forensics
the decomposition of bodies, identifying skeletal re
mains and using DNA to trace the origins of vari
ous plants and animals. 

Even though Kile can complete a Punnett square 
(a scientific method used to detennine the genetic 
makeup of offspring) with ease, her biology enthu
siasm doesn't extend to plants. 

"I'm good at killing plants. I can stand next to 
them and they die," Kile said, laughing. 

' 
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Columbine 'a taste 
of things yet to come' 
~ 
·~:•! 

Editor's note: Arbry Clifton has been a member of the 
College of the Mainland Police Team since 1993. He has 
written several police pamphlets for COM and writes 
the pofice page for the college newsletter, Compendium. 

One week ago today (April 27, the day of this 
writing), a tragedy at Columbine High School in 
Littleton, Colo., unfolded to the abject disbelief of all. 

Tuch.hour that went by, the details became more 
horrific, and in the subsequent days this real-life plot 
sounded and looked more like a Hollywood movie. 
Many questions and thoughts ran through my mind: 
Glad we got that Emergency Manual done last year. Will 
someone try a "copycat" at COM? What all can my . 
department do now? Who are the people that raised 
these two kids? 

Having a master's degree in behavioral science, I feel 
I have a pretty good grip on what makes kids like this 
tick. This isn't behavior that just surfaces overnight; 
signs of distress were blaring from these two long before 
11 :21 a.m., April 20. 

Later, Janet Reno (U.S. attorney general), is shown on 
TV-"Oh, God!" I say to myself, "I know she means 
well, but what do after-school programs have to do with 
two sociopaths and a massacre?" Please, where is Robert 
Kennedy? Give me an attorney general who bas com
passion )'et common sense-someone who understands 
the law aDd understands the people's soul.$. Well, yes, he 
got shot, too, along with Abraham, Martin and John 
("Has Anyone Seen?"). Maybe there's a connection 
here, a parallel we can draw. One girl at Columbine was 
asked by one of the shooters, "Do you believe in God?" 
When she responded, "Yes," he shot her in the head. 

We live in a society today where a sense of family is 
gone in its true fonn. Core values which brought this 
nation to life are under attack. The Ten Commandments, 
which include "You Should Not Kill," are a frowned
upon and ridiculed set of social/personal parameters, and 
God is now just a concept for thi playing field of New 
Age groupies. "Educated" social and political scientists 
no longer find God or biblical principles relevant; they 
are just obsolete_traditions in the way of true human 
progress. T certainly don't see our society progressing 
now that these values are being pushed out of main
stream America. 

Personal responsibility? No! It's an age of entitlement 
and blame. No longer do qualifications merit a job, but 
how the candidate fits into political correctness. No 
longer do infractions warrant consequences, but a study 
of how Hillary Clinton's "Village" might have helped 
the young lad do better. Gag me with a spoon. 

1 see Columbine as a taste of things yet to come. Jn 
the absence of a spiritual fou'ndation, our youth will turn 
to something or someone else to fill that void, and in the 
case of the Columbine shooters, they chose a makeshift 
subculture of Goth, Adolph Hitler, Satanism and death. 
Robert Kennedy warned of days like these in 1965 in his 
book, The Pursuit of Justice, should we continue down 
the road he saw Conning back then. What nightmare will 
it take for this nation to wake up and realize that we, as a 
society, are headed down the wrong path? Social 
engineering, in and of itself, simply will not work. 

Last night, I sat with my wife watching CNN and 
FNC. The funerals are starting; the peopls: are finding 
solace in prayer, God, their families and church. The 
hurt, pain, loss, grief and despair are so apparent. Tears 
flowed as Eric Clapton's "Tears Jn Heaven" played 
wistfully in the sanctuary at one funeral. Clapton wrote 
the song for his son who died at age 4; yes. there will be 
no more tears in heaven. 

• 
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Cultural ideas, experiences, food shared at Lunch Fest 

COM students and staff gather for the Student Activities Board-sponsored Multicultural Lunch Fest April 
13 in the Student Center. The ticket to the luncheOn was a dish representing·the attendee's culture. Instead 
of a dish, International students shared their cultural Ideas and experiences. (Photo by Rachel Delanolx) 

Recent tragedies cause feelings of confusion 

Patricia 
Hill 

I recently had another birthday. 
And because of my birthday, I've been doing a lot of 

thinking about life. I've been examining my beliefs, and 
I've realized that the saying, with age comes wisdom, is 
not necessarily true. 

In fact, the more I experience and observe the world, 
the more perplexed I am by what I see and hear. And I 
feel more confused than ever before. As I gain yet . 
another year and reflect on the two current big news 
events-the high school massacre in ColOrado artd the 
Kosovo slaughter and forced exodus of the ethnic 
A.lbanians---1 realize I will never have enough wisdom 
to make sense of either of these tragedies. 

I will never understand how two young men could 
walk into their own high school, stare into the eyes of 
their classmates and pull the trigger. 

With the country still reeling from the shock of the 
shootings, I am unable to understand the sick minds that 
would pull "pranks" such as bomb threats or placing 
fake bombs in schools in the aftermath. It seems that 
every day since the shootings, bomb hoaxes have been 
i-eported in the papers and on television. A fake bomb 
was found even right here at College of the Mainland. 

As horrific as the mass murders in Colorado are, the 
slaughter and exportation of thousands of innocents in 
Kosovo is incomprehensible. 

I don't think I will ever be wise enough to grasp what 
would cause one culture to hate another so much that ii 
would actively pursue its destruction. At the close of a 
cCntury that saw the annihilation of 6 million Jews for 
no other reason than that they were Jews, we still have 
not learned the lesson. Instead of ethnic cleansing being 
eradicated, we have seen it become rampant during this 
decade in places such as Rwanda, Angola, Bosnia and 
now Kosovo. 

I will never comprehend how our Congress, which 
jumped headfirst into a war over oil in Kuwait, can 
actually vote to deny support of the air campaign over 
Serbia. At least this war is being fought over human 
rights,and principles, not just oil and money. 

5 deans voted down; new dean proposal in works 
By DANIEL M. DECKER 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland is now searching for at least 
one new dean. And if the Board of Trustees approves an 
additional dean position, the college will then have three 
deans to include Dr. Henry Pope, dean of College and 
Financial Services. 

If two new dean~ are hired, one position will be dean of 
instruction and the other will be dean of students, said 
COM P.resident Larry L. Stanley. 

President Stanley originally put forth a plan for a five
dean team whose d~ties would have encompassed all as
pects of campus life. Three of the deans would have been 
full-time administrators, the other two, part-time. 

In an e-mail to employees March 29 he explained his 
reii.soning for the five-dean team: " ... many employees 
believe that the dean of instruction's job as it is now struc
tured poses an unreasonable amount of work and respon
sibility on one person." 

' 

COM employees, however, turned down the plan in a 
127-45 vote that took place April 14-16. Commenting on 
the emphatic turn down Dean Alex Pratt said, "I would 
suppose a number of faculty and staff felt that the con
cept of a 'team of deans' was not a viable way of doing 
business on the upper administrative level of COM." Pratt 
is acting dean of Instruction and Student Development. 

At the April 26 Board of Trustees meeting, President 
Stanley reported the results of the vote to the Board and 
discussed the possibility of a three-dean team. President 
Stanley is working on a proposal for one or two new deans, 
which may be ready to put before the Board a't the May 
24 meeting. 

"I am supportive of the idea of having three permanent 
dean positions," Dean Pratt said. He believes enough sup
port exists on c~mpus for even four deans. "The academic 
and TechNoc section should have their own deans." 

Dean Pratt said he is•not an applicant for any of vacant 
dean positions at this time. "I truly feel we need at least 
one new person, meaning someone new to the campus." 
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Jazz perfonners receive awards at GCIC festival 
By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

Both the College of the Mainland Jazz Combo and the 
College of the Mainland Jazz Ensemble part~cipated in 
the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Jazz Festival 
hosted by the Houston Community College, central cam
pus, in the Heinen Theatre March 27. 

" It's a jazz festival that's been taking place for the last 
12 years," said music Professor Sparky Koerner, director 
of the COM combo and ensemble. 

Professors from the participating colleges judged the 
performances of the individual musicians in the ensembles 
and combos. 

Jazz musicians were critiqued on their ensemble play
ing, including such aspects as sound quality, intonation, 
authority and precision. Improvisational abilities included 
creativity and how well the musicians developed their so
los in response to chord changes. 

About 180 musicians participated-in the festival. 
Three Outstanding Solos and 40 Outstanding Musician

ship awards were presented at the festival. 
COM jazz student Matt Crawford won an Outstanding 

Solo Award, as well as an Outstanding Musicianship 
award. "I was surprised," Crawford said. "It was nice to 
win the award." 

Two students in the COM Jazz Combo received Out
standing Musicianship awards: Aaron Koerner (Sparky 
Koemer's son) on trumpet and Billy Cuchens on guitar. 

"Aaron, nice sound and good instincts about doing 
things with your ideas," Sparky Koerner quoted Dan 
Haerle as saying. Haerle is regents professor in the Jazz 
Studies Division of the University of North Texas in 
Denton, 

Three members of the COM Jazz Ensemble also re
ceived Outstanding Musicianship awards for their solos. 
The winners were Tom Underkirsher on soprano saxo
phone, Charles Delgado on tenor saxophone and Crawford 
on drums. 

"It was gratifing (to win)," Underkirsher said. 
Sparky Koerner said, "J'm very proud of these players. 

They have worked hard this semester on developing their 
improvisational skills, and it's nice to see them recog
nized for that dedication to the art of jazz improvisation. 

"This festival lets us share our musical experiences with 
each other and enjoy .a day of fine jazz pc!formances by 
our peers." 

The COM Jazz Combo currently has six players, all 
COM students, but it is open to the public. The COM 
Jazz Ensemble has 20 musicians including non·student 
members from the community. The COM Jazz Combo 
size r'anges from three to lO players. The ensemble gen
erally has is lo 20 players. 

Sparky Koerner played trumpet with the GCIC 
Director's Band, which was formed three years ago. He 
performed two solos: "Samba Kinda of Way" and "Blues 
I Band O." 

The other colleges that participated in the festival were 
Lee; San Jacinto, central and south campuses; North Har
ris Community; Houston Community, central and 
Westchester campuses; and Brazosport. 

Hotline needs volunteers 
Crisis Hotline needs volunteers for the Clear Lake and 

surrounding area to respDnd to people in crisis. Being a 
volunteer provides an opportunity to gain experience in 
the mental health/psychology field, to enhance commu
nication skills and to become familiar with community 
resources. No previous experience is necessary to be a 
volunteer; however, one must be non-judgmental, caring, 
objective and at least 15 years old. 

The next class begins May 6 at the United Way Build
ing, 1300A Bay Area Blvd. For more infonnation caJl 
(281) 282-6046; leave your name, address and telephone 

Two members of the COM Jazz Combo received Outstanding Musicianship Awards at the GCIC Jazz Festival 
which was hosted by Houston Community College-central campus. They are Billy Cuchens, guitar, and Aaron 
Koerner, trumpet. COM music professor and Jazz Combo director Sparky Koerner holds the awards. Sparky 
Koerner also Is Aaron's father. (Photo courtesy Office of Publlc Information) 

CosmetologyNICA students win awards 
By MYLES MARTI.N 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland cosmetology student~ partici
pated in l~adership and skills events at the Vocational In
dustrial Clubs of America District 9 competition on the 
COM campus March 12. 

The students placed in several events and earned rib
bons for their projects. Catrina Dick of Santa Fe, High 
School placed fourth for Hair Styling Skills; Amanda 
Hersey served as her model. Sonya Menchaca placed fifth 
in Job Interview. 

Students from Hitchcock and Santa Fe high schools 
teamed up to compete in the VlCA Quiz Bowl, placing 
third. They were Tabiatha Holt, Aisheia Jones, Dick, 

Menchaca and J-Iersey. "Questions were on general aca
demic knowledge (such as math and science), professional 
development, and current events," said Ellen Johnson, 
VICA adviser and COM cosmetology professor. 

The chapter members earned 12 blue ribbons, two red 
ribbons and one white ribbon for their' project entries .. 

Student members include Linda Aguilar, "Miranda 
Boenker, Lynette Bradley, Tina Castro, Dick, Cynthia 
Durham, Nikki Freeman, Hersey, Holt, Jones, Menchaca, 
Holley Ross, Harlie Snively and Kandace Turrentine. 

Snively and Castro were chosen to serve as District 9 
officers for the 1999.2000 school yCar. 

Johnson is the adviser for Chapter 2500 of VICA. ~he 
has been a professor at COM for seven years and has done 
VICA for two years .. 

Children from the the COM Child Development Lab SChool listen to the Jazz Combo at the COM Fine Arts 
Festival April 22. At least one little boy didn't aPP,eciate jazz and held his ears. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

number to have an application serit to you. 
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Wildfire follows firefighting adventures 

A firefighter takes a brief break from building a fire 
break around a raging forest fire in Wildfire: Feel the 
Heat, now showing at the Houston Museum of Natu
ral Science Wortham IMAX Theatre. The movie runs 
through July 1 and depicts the men, women, equip
ment and teamwork used to put out wildfires. 

By PATRICIA HILL 
Managing Editor 

Millions of acres of land go up in flames every year. 
With meterologists predicting anOther dry summer this 
year, the National Forest Service is preparing for a busy 
summer of wildfires. 

Fire in all its destructive beauty, as well as the brave 
men and women who risk their lives battling wildfires 
every summer are the stars of Wildfire: Feel the Heat the 
new big screen movie now showing at the Houston Mu
seum of Natural Science Wortham IMAX Theatre. 

The movie follows elite crews of firefighters from the 
rigorous training they endure to prepare for the busy 
firefighting season, to the scene of the action, the wild
fires. 

Wildfire was shot on location at fires in Idaho, Oregon, 
California and Australia, and depicts the many different 
types of equipment and personnel used to put out these 
large infernos. 

The viewer gets an up-close view of the many duties 
associated with firefighting and the team work needed to 
put the fires out. Every member of the film staff trained 
and became a certified firefighter. This enabled them to 
safely work alongside the actual firefighters. 

Wildfire begins with a lightning strike. Next, a lone for
est ranger in a lookout tower high above the trees, sees a 
fire ca11sed by lightning and calls it in. 

Acting on this information hotshot teams drive to the 
location, if they can. If the fire cannot be reached by ve-

COM-BAT Mini Triathlon 

hicle, smokejumpers parachute from airplanes or 
firefighters rappel from helicopters into the raging fires. 
The firefighters surround the wildfire and build a fire break 
by clearing a line of all combustables. They use shovels 
to remove dry grass and leavc:;s from the ground and ma
chetes and chainsaws to clear trees and underbrush. 

Then after hours of hot, filthy, back-breaking work, they 
have to walk hours through the 'forest to reach roads or 
sites where helicopters can land to pick them up. 

The movie also highlights a huge air tanker, which has 
been converted from military use. Toe odd looking heli
copter hovers over a lake and sucks water up through a 
long hose into its storage tank. It then flies back to the 
fire site and dumps thousands of gallons of water over 
the fire. 

The old saying, fighting fire with fire, is proved true by 
the use of prescribed Controlled bums. Firefighters walk 
through the forest with flame-throwers and ignite small 
manageable fires in an attempt to destroy the underbrush 
which could fuel a wildfire. 

Wildfire is a Discovery Pictures production and was di
rected by Michael Slee. Slee currently is working on a 3-
D comedy for IMAX Corporation. 

Emmy award-winning actor, Andre Braugher, narrates 
the film. Braugher played Detective Frank Pembleton in 
the television series Homicide: Life on the Street. His film 
credits include City of Angels, Primal Fear, Get on the 
Bus and Glory. 

Wildfire runs through July l. For show times and prices 
call (713) 639-4629. 

• 
College of the Mainland and the Bay Area Triathletes are sponsor

ing the COM-BAT Mini Triathlon Saturday, May 29. The event will 
begin at 7:30 a.m. 

The tl'iathlon will consists of a 3.00-yard swim, a.J.5-mile bike. ride 
and a 3-mile run. 

.,, Southwest Texas State University, • 

The regiStration fee is $32 for individuals and $50 for relay teams. 
After May 14 the fees will increase to $42 for individuals and $60 for 
relay teams. 

The triathlon is limited to the first 300 entrants. 
For more information about the COM-BAT Mini Triathlon call 

Maryann Urick, coordinator of COM Recreational Programs and Stu
dent Activities at (409) 938-1211 or (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

Power volleyball tourney 

Brian Alexander jumps back for the ball at one of the power 
volleyball games at the GCIC tournament Aprll 15 at Stewart 
Beach In Galveston. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

San Marcos SWT 

Students graduate. 

Careers are established ... 

;. Celebr.iting it.; cen-U:nnial in 1999, 51/'l'T invites qualified transfer_ students to .apply for s~,mme 0 c

fal l admission. Offering 109 different degree programs, SV.tl is a comprehensive, mult1purpose public 

5ehool cerrtrally located between Austin and San AntQnio. For more inform.at.ion, pl~ase ca ii (5 12) 

245-2340 or vi sit. our web sit..,,: at l'i'IMiSwt.edu 

DEADLINES: 
Fall ..... .. July 1; Spring .. ... .Dec. 1 

Su m I ......... May 1: Sum L .... ... J u11e 15 

Southwest Texas, o member of the Texas State University 
System, is crn affirmative oction. equol oppor1unity 
educational institution 
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Sports/Entertainment 

Rockets need 'heart' 
to win championship 

Steve 
Pifer 

Ever since their loss at the hands of the San Antonio 
Spurs 86-83 on April 18, the Houston Rockets have 
looked sluggish through at least the first half of their 
three follQwing games, Dallas Mavericks, Los Angeles 
Clippers, and Phoenix Suns. In all of these instances the 
Rockets seemed to believe the game did not start at tip
off, and that they could mess around until the third or 
fourth quarter and still expect to win. 

In the Spurs game at San Antonio, the Rockets played 
well, but still lost by a three-point buzzer beater by 
journeyman Mario Elie, an ex-Rocket. 

Immediately following this defeat the Rockets went 
into a tailspin, playing poorly in all of their next three 
games. Their insipid playing is even more worrisome 
when one considers that the Rockets have consistently 
beat the sub-500 teams this year. But Dallas and the 
Clippers arc two of the worst franchises in the NBA and 
are almost always cellar dwellers. 

It appears the Rockets have lost some of their passion 
for the game and some of their confidence in themselves 
as well. Part of this can be contributed to the tough loss 
at San Antonio and the injury to fifth-year player 
Othella Harrington. 

Harrington was in the middle of playing his best 
season ever before his injury. He is expected to be back 
by the time you read this. He has been a spark plug off 
the bench providing lift to his team by his gameplay and 
enthusiasm. Rudy Tomjanovich, head coach of the 
Rockets, has been touting him for Sixth Man of the Year, 
an award given to the league's best player off the bench. 

But ultimately there is no excuse for coming to any 
game not prepared to play. Losing a close game is 
nothing to be ashamed of, but being Ol!tplayed the entire 
game is not acceptable for a team headed to the playoffs. 

Which brings us to the heart of the matter: the 
playoffs. To use the NBA's slogan, the playoffs are 
coming. And are the Rockets ready? 

Despite the Rockets' failure to dominate teams that 
have a shot at making the playoffs (excluding Portland), 
they still have the fourth best record in the league which,.. 
virtually guarantees them a playoff spot. If they can 
maintain their position of fourth place or gain a higher 
seed, they will be assured of homecourt advantage in the 
first round of the playoffs. 

However, they will not win any series in the playoffs 
unless they play much better as a team than they have 
played of late. Both Utah and San Antonio have been 
playing much better basketball than the Rockets have, 
and one or the other of them is expected to be in the 
conference finals. 

When you look at the Rockets, you realize that they 
should be one of the best defensive teams in the league; 
considering they have great defensive players, such as 
Hakeem Olajuwon and Scottie Pippen. 

But according to statistics, as a defensive team they 
are one of the worst. They have on occasion played a 
stifling defense, but not consistently and not generally 
for a whole game. The evidence is their inablity to 
maintain large leads over an opposing team. By Jetting 
the other team back into game, they may please the food 
vendors, but they will not be displaying the heart of a 
champion that Tomjanovich referenced after the Rockets 
won the 1994-1995 NBA Finals over the hapless 
Orlando Magic. 

But this is not the same team that won a championship 
from the sixth seed, becoming the first team to do so. 
That team had heart, I hope this team does. 

The COM recreational volleyball team competed in the GCIC Volleyball tournament, which was held at 
Stewart Beach In Galveston April 15. The recreational team, which was made up of casual players, are 
(standing, from left) David Norcross, Fabian Sifuentes, Naomi Grlaldo~ Sean Buchanan, Jenna Content& 
and (sitting) Melissa Oldham. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Students play in GCIC volleyball tourney 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Stair Reporter 

College of the Mainland competed in the Gulf Coast 
Intercollegiate Confe~nce Beach Volleyball tourna
ment held at Stewart Beach in Galveston April 15. 

Students competed in two divisions of volleyball: 
recreational for casual players and power for serious 
players. 

Each division played round robin pool play and the 
four teams with the best records were then selected 
for a playoff. 

The power team was undefeated during pool play, 

but had to forfeit the playoffs because one student had 
to leave for work and the other had to leave for a class. 

The recreational team did not place. 
In addition to COM, the other colleges that com

peted in the recreational tournament were Tomball, 
Kingwood, San Jacinto South, San Jacinto Central and 
AJvin Community. 

The participants in the power tournament i~ addi
tion to COM were San Jacinto North; San Jacinto Cen
tral; Lee and Alvin Community. 

The GCIC Golf Tournament also took place April 
15 at the Galveston Municipal Golf Course, but COM 
had no participants. · 

The COM power volleyball team was undefeatl(I In pool play at the GCIC Volleyball tournament April 15. 
Unfortunately the team had to forfeit the playoffs. One player had to go to work, another to class. The 
power team Is made up of serious players. They are (from left) Treesa Delgado, Heather Pena, Fabio Perelre, 
Brian Alexander and Jorge Careaga, Jr. The tournament was held at Stewart Beach In Galveston. 

(Photo by Maryann Uri<k) 

• 
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Students waste time 
whining about COM 

Rachel 
Dehu101.J; 

These days, nearly every time I hear a College of the 
Mainland student asked to voice his or her opinion of 
the college, what I hear is a heavy outpouring of 
complaints and negative feedback. 

I recently joined a group of students in a meeting with 
two people from Noel-Levitz, an enrollment manage
ment and recruitment consulting firm, who were visiting 
COM to evaluate it and find out what students had to say 
about the college in general. 

To achieve the most varied responses possible, Jim 
Higgins, director of Planning and Public lnfonnation, 
originally selected 20 students to submit their opinions, 
representing a broad mixture of "ethnicity, gender and 
first- and second-year students." Though Noel-Levitz 
only required l 1 students for their survey, Higgins invit
ed 20, assuming at least half of them would attend. 

Ironically, of the JO who promised to take part in the 
meeting, only five bothered to show up. Greatly disap
pointed, Higgins, who furnished pizza and sodas, 
scoured the campus for other students to participate. In 
the end, there were Only nine of us. 

After introductions, the Noel-Levitz representatives, 
Dr. Roger Swanson and Dr. Lana Lowe, asked the 
students for positive opinions of the school. Most of the 
students let out agitated groans and made comments, 
such as."lt's close and I can afford it, but that's the only 
thing good about COM.' ... Some students said they liked 
tiieir instructors and the availability of scholarships, hllt 
most vehemently disagreed with the positive responses. 

When the students were asked what they disliked 
about COM, a slew of enthusiastic, negative answers 
erupted. I felt like I was sitting in the middle of a hate 
group. Some students had so much pure anger and 
disgust toward the college that it made me uncomfort
able just to sit in the room with them. I was amazed that 
at the eJld they could walk out of the room with smiles 

· on their faces after malting such vile, hurtful comments. 
The most frustrating part of the session was that 

nearly all the students were quick to hurl their displea
sure at the college, yet they could not come up with any 
useful solutions. These students didn't have the decency 
to offer constructive criticism; all they wanted to do was 
blow off steam. And because of them, this college will 
pay in the form of Noel-Levitz's negative reports. 

The question I have to ask is, if College of the 
Mainland is so terrible, why are you here? 

COM offers a Student Concerns Forum at which 
students can voice their complaints directly to the 
college deans and president. If so much is wrong with 
this college, why are the Student Concerns Forums so 
poorly attended? 

Among the gripes at the Noel-Levitz meeting were 
comments regarding the lack of video games, pinball 
machines or other such amusements in the Student 
Center pool room. Never mind that COM already grants 
students the free use of pool tables and air hockey tables, 
a swimming pool, a weight room, a library, Internet 
access and several televisions. 

Please, let's be logical here. 
College is intended to be a place of learning and 

higher education, not a theme park. If students want 
entertainment, they can visit one of the area carnivals. 
The luxuries we enjoy as students are privileges, not 
rights, and may be taken from us at any time.. It is 
ignorant to complain that COM doesn't offer enough 
when one doesn't appreciate the things COM does offer. 

How can progress be made when students offer. no 
real, workable solutions to the problems they report? 
Help the college help you, don't dump on it and run. 

• 
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COM Singers entertain at spring recital April 21 
' 

• 
Choral music Professor James Heffel directs the COM Singers April 21 In the Fine Art• Building Recital 
Hall. They sang "Three Madrigals," "Mlaaa Festlva" and "The Awakening." M.J. MIiford· was their accompa
nist. Following Intermission, the Studio Group parlormed. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

• 
• 

COM offers financial aid opportunities 
By TAMMY CUPIT 
Stair Reporter 

Financial aid at College of the Mainland is in good shape 
overall, said Becky Miles, director of COM Student Fi
nancial Services. Miles presented a report to the COM 
Board of Trustees March 1 detailing sources and outlin
ing a history of financial aid at COM from 1988 to the 
year 2000. 

"Paying for college is a much greater burden today than 
it was in 1988," Miles said, "and with the current trend of 
spiraling tuition, the burden will be even greater in the 
year 2000." Tuition and fees at C9M rose from $550,445 
in the 1988-89 school year to $1,665,248 in 1997-98 
school year, resulting in an increase of 203 percent over a 
nine-year period. 

The primary source of financial aid for low- to moder
ate-income students at COM is the Federal Pell Grant. 

The amount of Federal Pell Grant money awarded to 
the college has increased 128 percent from the 1988-89 
school year to the 1997-98 school year, Miles said. The 
number of Pell Grant recipients is approximately 18 per-· 
cent of total COM enrollment. Grant money is used to 
help students with tuition and fees, room and board, and 
personal supplies. 

Other sources of financial aid at COM include state 
grants and scltolaliship!ll, which have increased from 
$60,229 in 1988 to $110,630 in 1998. This represents an 
84 percent increase. There is a cost to COM to match cam
pus-.based federal funds. In 1988-89 the cost was $25,596. 
By 1997-911, the cost had risen to $71,799 or 170 percent. 

Miles reported COM also is proactive in seeking dona
tions to the COM Foundation. The foundation has enabled 
many students to attend college who might otherwise have 
been unable to. 

COM does not participate in any student loan programs. 
Miles reported that recent studies have indicated that col
lege work programs have been more of a positive factor 
than Joans in retaining students. Studies concerning stu
dent loans indicate that there is a negative associaton in 
first- and second-year students while work/study colltrib
utes to increased degree completion. 

"College of the Mainland has a progressive and wide
spread student employment program for both financial 
aid students and those who do not demonstrate financial 
need," Miles said. "This area of self-help should grow 
through the year 2000." 

For further information on financial aid at COM or for 
questions about applications, call ( 409) 938-1211 or (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 274. 

Part-time slots available on summer child care list 

Brooks Rettmeyer, 5 

' 

.• 

By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland is offering summer day care at the Child Development School 
from Juru: 1 through July 9. Children must be between the ages of 18 months andlO 
years. 

Though registration for summer day care finished April 23, children may still be placed 
on a waiting list. Summer day care hours are from 7:45 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. The Child 
Development Lab School is certified to have 42 children at the same time. Some part
time slots are available. 

Currently, positions in the lab school summer day care program are open to students 
seeking jobs as child care workers. 

For more information or to be placed on the waiting list call (409) 938-1211 or (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 390, for the Child Development Lab School or Ext. 391 for Anne Wilcox, 
director of Child Development Lab. 
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Spring Fest 

COM festival celebrates spring, '70s retro Left: Participants In 
the Lost-My
Marbles Race strike 
a pose a la 
Charlie's AiJgels: 
(from left) Melissa 
Oldham, Sean 
Buchanan, Nathan 
Chernecke, 
Stephanie Sims, 
Marcus Chernecke, 
Adrian Flores, 
Naomi Grimaldo 
and Jason 
Morpheu. 

By DANIEL M. DECKER 
and RACHELDEIANOIX 
Stafl'Report,rs and Phorographers 

'70s flashback! 

Break out the double-knit polyester, plaid pants, and whip out the 
gold chains and medallions. Retro made an explosive romeback. on 
March 30 at the Student Activities Board-sponsored Spring Fest. 

College of the Mainland studcnt'i grooved to hot and funkadelic '70s 
songs performed by Down to Earth, a smashing local band. 

Hamburgers, chips and sodas were served during the whole eVent. 
A table with rontainers of multi-colored powdered candle _wax was 

set up in the Leaming Resources'"center breezeway. Students received 
gla"'5 bowls which they could fill with different colors of wax to make 
their own designs. Matt Pallone, from 4\1/ax 'n More, 11,;ed a propane 

• 

Tee-Jay Hill 
and Lynn 

McBrayer ~ere 
the winners of 

the Spring Fest 
Costume 
Contest. 

Students were 
asked to wear 

'70s attire and 
won by crowd 
judging, 'loud 
clapping and 

screaming. 
(Photo by 

Rachel 
Delanoix) 

Daniel M. 
Decker and 

Jenna 
Contenta try 

out disco 
dancing at 

Spring Fest. 
The theme of 

the celebra
tion was a 

flashback to 
the '7Ds. 

(Photo by 
Rachel 

Delanoix) 

• 

torch to heat the top layer of wax to hold it all in the bowl. Candlemaking 
was free and student<; could keep their creations. 

Face painting, which also was free, was available courtesy of Graphic 
Arts Oub students. 

A costume contest was; annmmced for several days beforehand 
through fliers and posten. around campus encouraging students to dress 
in '70s attire. The crowd judged the contest by clapping and screaming 
their approval of the contestants. Wmners of the c.ostwne contest were 
cool cats Lynn McBrayer and Tee-Jay Hill. 

A sack race, a Lost-My-Marbles race and a three-legged race lent an 
atmosphere of excitement and fun to competitors and viewers alike. 
Wmners of the.e games chose free.CDs provided by Camelot Music at 
Mall of the Mainland and COM music major Jenna Contenta. The 
winners of the three·legged race received movie T·shirts from Boogie 
Nights and Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas. 

Right: Face painter 
Cathy Donaldson 

adorns Stella 
Graulau's cheek. 

(Photos by Daniel 
M. Decker) 

COM students (from left) Jason Morpheu, Stephanie Sims, Adrian Flores and Jenna Contenta check out some of 
the CDs which were offered as prizes at the Spring Fest. The free CDs were provided by Camelot Music at Mall of 
the Mainland. - (Photo by Rachel Delanolx) 

Venita Sheldon (leaning against tree) watches tile participants in the Lost-My-Marbles race carefully head for the finish line. The 
winner was the first person to reach the finish line without droppng a marble which rested on a spoon held in their mouths. The racer~ 
are (back to front) Marcus Chernecke, Nathan Chernecke, MelisJa Oldham, Rachel Oelanoix, sean Buchanan, Jason Mo_rpheu, Naomi 
Grimaldo and Adrian Flores. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

Matt Pallone, 
from Wax 'n 
More, puts the 
finishing touches 
on a student's 
candle at the 
COM Spring Fest 
held March 30. 
Candlemaking 
was free and 
students kept 
their creations. 
(Photo by Rachel 
Delanoix) 
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Sports/Entertainment 

Rockets need 'heart' 
to win championship 

Steve 
Pifer 

Ever since their loss at the hands of the San Antonio 
Spurs 86-83 on April 18, the Houston Rockets have 
looked sluggish through at least the first half of their 
three follQwing games, Dallas Mavericks, Los Angeles 
Clippers, and Phoenix Suns. In all of these instances the 
Rockets seemed to believe the game did not start at tip
off, and that they could mess around until the third or 
fourth quarter and still expect to win. 

In the Spurs game at San Antonio, the Rockets played 
well, but still lost by a three-point buzzer beater by 
journeyman Mario Elie, an ex-Rocket. 

Immediately following this defeat the Rockets went 
into a tailspin, playing poorly in all of their next three 
games. Their insipid playing is even more worrisome 
when one considers that the Rockets have consistently 
beat the sub-500 teams this year. But Dallas and the 
Clippers arc two of the worst franchises in the NBA and 
are almost always cellar dwellers. 

It appears the Rockets have lost some of their passion 
for the game and some of their confidence in themselves 
as well. Part of this can be contributed to the tough loss 
at San Antonio and the injury to fifth-year player 
Othella Harrington. 

Harrington was in the middle of playing his best 
season ever before his injury. He is expected to be back 
by the time you read this. He has been a spark plug off 
the bench providing lift to his team by his gameplay and 
enthusiasm. Rudy Tomjanovich, head coach of the 
Rockets, has been touting him for Sixth Man of the Year, 
an award given to the league's best player off the bench. 

But ultimately there is no excuse for coming to any 
game not prepared to play. Losing a close game is 
nothing to be ashamed of, but being Ol!tplayed the entire 
game is not acceptable for a team headed to the playoffs. 

Which brings us to the heart of the matter: the 
playoffs. To use the NBA's slogan, the playoffs are 
coming. And are the Rockets ready? 

Despite the Rockets' failure to dominate teams that 
have a shot at making the playoffs (excluding Portland), 
they still have the fourth best record in the league which,.. 
virtually guarantees them a playoff spot. If they can 
maintain their position of fourth place or gain a higher 
seed, they will be assured of homecourt advantage in the 
first round of the playoffs. 

However, they will not win any series in the playoffs 
unless they play much better as a team than they have 
played of late. Both Utah and San Antonio have been 
playing much better basketball than the Rockets have, 
and one or the other of them is expected to be in the 
conference finals. 

When you look at the Rockets, you realize that they 
should be one of the best defensive teams in the league; 
considering they have great defensive players, such as 
Hakeem Olajuwon and Scottie Pippen. 

But according to statistics, as a defensive team they 
are one of the worst. They have on occasion played a 
stifling defense, but not consistently and not generally 
for a whole game. The evidence is their inablity to 
maintain large leads over an opposing team. By Jetting 
the other team back into game, they may please the food 
vendors, but they will not be displaying the heart of a 
champion that Tomjanovich referenced after the Rockets 
won the 1994-1995 NBA Finals over the hapless 
Orlando Magic. 

But this is not the same team that won a championship 
from the sixth seed, becoming the first team to do so. 
That team had heart, I hope this team does. 

The COM recreational volleyball team competed in the GCIC Volleyball tournament, which was held at 
Stewart Beach In Galveston April 15. The recreational team, which was made up of casual players, are 
(standing, from left) David Norcross, Fabian Sifuentes, Naomi Grlaldo~ Sean Buchanan, Jenna Content& 
and (sitting) Melissa Oldham. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Students play in GCIC volleyball tourney 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Stair Reporter 

College of the Mainland competed in the Gulf Coast 
Intercollegiate Confe~nce Beach Volleyball tourna
ment held at Stewart Beach in Galveston April 15. 

Students competed in two divisions of volleyball: 
recreational for casual players and power for serious 
players. 

Each division played round robin pool play and the 
four teams with the best records were then selected 
for a playoff. 

The power team was undefeated during pool play, 

but had to forfeit the playoffs because one student had 
to leave for work and the other had to leave for a class. 

The recreational team did not place. 
In addition to COM, the other colleges that com

peted in the recreational tournament were Tomball, 
Kingwood, San Jacinto South, San Jacinto Central and 
AJvin Community. 

The participants in the power tournament i~ addi
tion to COM were San Jacinto North; San Jacinto Cen
tral; Lee and Alvin Community. 

The GCIC Golf Tournament also took place April 
15 at the Galveston Municipal Golf Course, but COM 
had no participants. · 

The COM power volleyball team was undefeatl(I In pool play at the GCIC Volleyball tournament April 15. 
Unfortunately the team had to forfeit the playoffs. One player had to go to work, another to class. The 
power team Is made up of serious players. They are (from left) Treesa Delgado, Heather Pena, Fabio Perelre, 
Brian Alexander and Jorge Careaga, Jr. The tournament was held at Stewart Beach In Galveston. 

(Photo by Maryann Uri<k) 

• 

• 

Students waste time 
whining about COM 

Rachel 
Dehu101.J; 

These days, nearly every time I hear a College of the 
Mainland student asked to voice his or her opinion of 
the college, what I hear is a heavy outpouring of 
complaints and negative feedback. 

I recently joined a group of students in a meeting with 
two people from Noel-Levitz, an enrollment manage
ment and recruitment consulting firm, who were visiting 
COM to evaluate it and find out what students had to say 
about the college in general. 

To achieve the most varied responses possible, Jim 
Higgins, director of Planning and Public lnfonnation, 
originally selected 20 students to submit their opinions, 
representing a broad mixture of "ethnicity, gender and 
first- and second-year students." Though Noel-Levitz 
only required l 1 students for their survey, Higgins invit
ed 20, assuming at least half of them would attend. 

Ironically, of the JO who promised to take part in the 
meeting, only five bothered to show up. Greatly disap
pointed, Higgins, who furnished pizza and sodas, 
scoured the campus for other students to participate. In 
the end, there were Only nine of us. 

After introductions, the Noel-Levitz representatives, 
Dr. Roger Swanson and Dr. Lana Lowe, asked the 
students for positive opinions of the school. Most of the 
students let out agitated groans and made comments, 
such as."lt's close and I can afford it, but that's the only 
thing good about COM.' ... Some students said they liked 
tiieir instructors and the availability of scholarships, hllt 
most vehemently disagreed with the positive responses. 

When the students were asked what they disliked 
about COM, a slew of enthusiastic, negative answers 
erupted. I felt like I was sitting in the middle of a hate 
group. Some students had so much pure anger and 
disgust toward the college that it made me uncomfort
able just to sit in the room with them. I was amazed that 
at the eJld they could walk out of the room with smiles 

· on their faces after malting such vile, hurtful comments. 
The most frustrating part of the session was that 

nearly all the students were quick to hurl their displea
sure at the college, yet they could not come up with any 
useful solutions. These students didn't have the decency 
to offer constructive criticism; all they wanted to do was 
blow off steam. And because of them, this college will 
pay in the form of Noel-Levitz's negative reports. 

The question I have to ask is, if College of the 
Mainland is so terrible, why are you here? 

COM offers a Student Concerns Forum at which 
students can voice their complaints directly to the 
college deans and president. If so much is wrong with 
this college, why are the Student Concerns Forums so 
poorly attended? 

Among the gripes at the Noel-Levitz meeting were 
comments regarding the lack of video games, pinball 
machines or other such amusements in the Student 
Center pool room. Never mind that COM already grants 
students the free use of pool tables and air hockey tables, 
a swimming pool, a weight room, a library, Internet 
access and several televisions. 

Please, let's be logical here. 
College is intended to be a place of learning and 

higher education, not a theme park. If students want 
entertainment, they can visit one of the area carnivals. 
The luxuries we enjoy as students are privileges, not 
rights, and may be taken from us at any time.. It is 
ignorant to complain that COM doesn't offer enough 
when one doesn't appreciate the things COM does offer. 

How can progress be made when students offer. no 
real, workable solutions to the problems they report? 
Help the college help you, don't dump on it and run. 

• 
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COM Singers entertain at spring recital April 21 
' 

• 
Choral music Professor James Heffel directs the COM Singers April 21 In the Fine Art• Building Recital 
Hall. They sang "Three Madrigals," "Mlaaa Festlva" and "The Awakening." M.J. MIiford· was their accompa
nist. Following Intermission, the Studio Group parlormed. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

• 
• 

COM offers financial aid opportunities 
By TAMMY CUPIT 
Stair Reporter 

Financial aid at College of the Mainland is in good shape 
overall, said Becky Miles, director of COM Student Fi
nancial Services. Miles presented a report to the COM 
Board of Trustees March 1 detailing sources and outlin
ing a history of financial aid at COM from 1988 to the 
year 2000. 

"Paying for college is a much greater burden today than 
it was in 1988," Miles said, "and with the current trend of 
spiraling tuition, the burden will be even greater in the 
year 2000." Tuition and fees at C9M rose from $550,445 
in the 1988-89 school year to $1,665,248 in 1997-98 
school year, resulting in an increase of 203 percent over a 
nine-year period. 

The primary source of financial aid for low- to moder
ate-income students at COM is the Federal Pell Grant. 

The amount of Federal Pell Grant money awarded to 
the college has increased 128 percent from the 1988-89 
school year to the 1997-98 school year, Miles said. The 
number of Pell Grant recipients is approximately 18 per-· 
cent of total COM enrollment. Grant money is used to 
help students with tuition and fees, room and board, and 
personal supplies. 

Other sources of financial aid at COM include state 
grants and scltolaliship!ll, which have increased from 
$60,229 in 1988 to $110,630 in 1998. This represents an 
84 percent increase. There is a cost to COM to match cam
pus-.based federal funds. In 1988-89 the cost was $25,596. 
By 1997-911, the cost had risen to $71,799 or 170 percent. 

Miles reported COM also is proactive in seeking dona
tions to the COM Foundation. The foundation has enabled 
many students to attend college who might otherwise have 
been unable to. 

COM does not participate in any student loan programs. 
Miles reported that recent studies have indicated that col
lege work programs have been more of a positive factor 
than Joans in retaining students. Studies concerning stu
dent loans indicate that there is a negative associaton in 
first- and second-year students while work/study colltrib
utes to increased degree completion. 

"College of the Mainland has a progressive and wide
spread student employment program for both financial 
aid students and those who do not demonstrate financial 
need," Miles said. "This area of self-help should grow 
through the year 2000." 

For further information on financial aid at COM or for 
questions about applications, call ( 409) 938-1211 or (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 274. 

Part-time slots available on summer child care list 

Brooks Rettmeyer, 5 

' 

.• 

By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland is offering summer day care at the Child Development School 
from Juru: 1 through July 9. Children must be between the ages of 18 months andlO 
years. 

Though registration for summer day care finished April 23, children may still be placed 
on a waiting list. Summer day care hours are from 7:45 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. The Child 
Development Lab School is certified to have 42 children at the same time. Some part
time slots are available. 

Currently, positions in the lab school summer day care program are open to students 
seeking jobs as child care workers. 

For more information or to be placed on the waiting list call (409) 938-1211 or (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 390, for the Child Development Lab School or Ext. 391 for Anne Wilcox, 
director of Child Development Lab. 

• 
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Jazz perfonners receive awards at GCIC festival 
By STEVE PIFER 
Staff Reporter 

Both the College of the Mainland Jazz Combo and the 
College of the Mainland Jazz Ensemble part~cipated in 
the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Jazz Festival 
hosted by the Houston Community College, central cam
pus, in the Heinen Theatre March 27. 

" It's a jazz festival that's been taking place for the last 
12 years," said music Professor Sparky Koerner, director 
of the COM combo and ensemble. 

Professors from the participating colleges judged the 
performances of the individual musicians in the ensembles 
and combos. 

Jazz musicians were critiqued on their ensemble play
ing, including such aspects as sound quality, intonation, 
authority and precision. Improvisational abilities included 
creativity and how well the musicians developed their so
los in response to chord changes. 

About 180 musicians participated-in the festival. 
Three Outstanding Solos and 40 Outstanding Musician

ship awards were presented at the festival. 
COM jazz student Matt Crawford won an Outstanding 

Solo Award, as well as an Outstanding Musicianship 
award. "I was surprised," Crawford said. "It was nice to 
win the award." 

Two students in the COM Jazz Combo received Out
standing Musicianship awards: Aaron Koerner (Sparky 
Koemer's son) on trumpet and Billy Cuchens on guitar. 

"Aaron, nice sound and good instincts about doing 
things with your ideas," Sparky Koerner quoted Dan 
Haerle as saying. Haerle is regents professor in the Jazz 
Studies Division of the University of North Texas in 
Denton, 

Three members of the COM Jazz Ensemble also re
ceived Outstanding Musicianship awards for their solos. 
The winners were Tom Underkirsher on soprano saxo
phone, Charles Delgado on tenor saxophone and Crawford 
on drums. 

"It was gratifing (to win)," Underkirsher said. 
Sparky Koerner said, "J'm very proud of these players. 

They have worked hard this semester on developing their 
improvisational skills, and it's nice to see them recog
nized for that dedication to the art of jazz improvisation. 

"This festival lets us share our musical experiences with 
each other and enjoy .a day of fine jazz pc!formances by 
our peers." 

The COM Jazz Combo currently has six players, all 
COM students, but it is open to the public. The COM 
Jazz Ensemble has 20 musicians including non·student 
members from the community. The COM Jazz Combo 
size r'anges from three to lO players. The ensemble gen
erally has is lo 20 players. 

Sparky Koerner played trumpet with the GCIC 
Director's Band, which was formed three years ago. He 
performed two solos: "Samba Kinda of Way" and "Blues 
I Band O." 

The other colleges that participated in the festival were 
Lee; San Jacinto, central and south campuses; North Har
ris Community; Houston Community, central and 
Westchester campuses; and Brazosport. 

Hotline needs volunteers 
Crisis Hotline needs volunteers for the Clear Lake and 

surrounding area to respDnd to people in crisis. Being a 
volunteer provides an opportunity to gain experience in 
the mental health/psychology field, to enhance commu
nication skills and to become familiar with community 
resources. No previous experience is necessary to be a 
volunteer; however, one must be non-judgmental, caring, 
objective and at least 15 years old. 

The next class begins May 6 at the United Way Build
ing, 1300A Bay Area Blvd. For more infonnation caJl 
(281) 282-6046; leave your name, address and telephone 

Two members of the COM Jazz Combo received Outstanding Musicianship Awards at the GCIC Jazz Festival 
which was hosted by Houston Community College-central campus. They are Billy Cuchens, guitar, and Aaron 
Koerner, trumpet. COM music professor and Jazz Combo director Sparky Koerner holds the awards. Sparky 
Koerner also Is Aaron's father. (Photo courtesy Office of Publlc Information) 

CosmetologyNICA students win awards 
By MYLES MARTI.N 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland cosmetology student~ partici
pated in l~adership and skills events at the Vocational In
dustrial Clubs of America District 9 competition on the 
COM campus March 12. 

The students placed in several events and earned rib
bons for their projects. Catrina Dick of Santa Fe, High 
School placed fourth for Hair Styling Skills; Amanda 
Hersey served as her model. Sonya Menchaca placed fifth 
in Job Interview. 

Students from Hitchcock and Santa Fe high schools 
teamed up to compete in the VlCA Quiz Bowl, placing 
third. They were Tabiatha Holt, Aisheia Jones, Dick, 

Menchaca and J-Iersey. "Questions were on general aca
demic knowledge (such as math and science), professional 
development, and current events," said Ellen Johnson, 
VICA adviser and COM cosmetology professor. 

The chapter members earned 12 blue ribbons, two red 
ribbons and one white ribbon for their' project entries .. 

Student members include Linda Aguilar, "Miranda 
Boenker, Lynette Bradley, Tina Castro, Dick, Cynthia 
Durham, Nikki Freeman, Hersey, Holt, Jones, Menchaca, 
Holley Ross, Harlie Snively and Kandace Turrentine. 

Snively and Castro were chosen to serve as District 9 
officers for the 1999.2000 school yCar. 

Johnson is the adviser for Chapter 2500 of VICA. ~he 
has been a professor at COM for seven years and has done 
VICA for two years .. 

Children from the the COM Child Development Lab SChool listen to the Jazz Combo at the COM Fine Arts 
Festival April 22. At least one little boy didn't aPP,eciate jazz and held his ears. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

number to have an application serit to you. 
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Wildfire follows firefighting adventures 

A firefighter takes a brief break from building a fire 
break around a raging forest fire in Wildfire: Feel the 
Heat, now showing at the Houston Museum of Natu
ral Science Wortham IMAX Theatre. The movie runs 
through July 1 and depicts the men, women, equip
ment and teamwork used to put out wildfires. 

By PATRICIA HILL 
Managing Editor 

Millions of acres of land go up in flames every year. 
With meterologists predicting anOther dry summer this 
year, the National Forest Service is preparing for a busy 
summer of wildfires. 

Fire in all its destructive beauty, as well as the brave 
men and women who risk their lives battling wildfires 
every summer are the stars of Wildfire: Feel the Heat the 
new big screen movie now showing at the Houston Mu
seum of Natural Science Wortham IMAX Theatre. 

The movie follows elite crews of firefighters from the 
rigorous training they endure to prepare for the busy 
firefighting season, to the scene of the action, the wild
fires. 

Wildfire was shot on location at fires in Idaho, Oregon, 
California and Australia, and depicts the many different 
types of equipment and personnel used to put out these 
large infernos. 

The viewer gets an up-close view of the many duties 
associated with firefighting and the team work needed to 
put the fires out. Every member of the film staff trained 
and became a certified firefighter. This enabled them to 
safely work alongside the actual firefighters. 

Wildfire begins with a lightning strike. Next, a lone for
est ranger in a lookout tower high above the trees, sees a 
fire ca11sed by lightning and calls it in. 

Acting on this information hotshot teams drive to the 
location, if they can. If the fire cannot be reached by ve-

COM-BAT Mini Triathlon 

hicle, smokejumpers parachute from airplanes or 
firefighters rappel from helicopters into the raging fires. 
The firefighters surround the wildfire and build a fire break 
by clearing a line of all combustables. They use shovels 
to remove dry grass and leavc:;s from the ground and ma
chetes and chainsaws to clear trees and underbrush. 

Then after hours of hot, filthy, back-breaking work, they 
have to walk hours through the 'forest to reach roads or 
sites where helicopters can land to pick them up. 

The movie also highlights a huge air tanker, which has 
been converted from military use. Toe odd looking heli
copter hovers over a lake and sucks water up through a 
long hose into its storage tank. It then flies back to the 
fire site and dumps thousands of gallons of water over 
the fire. 

The old saying, fighting fire with fire, is proved true by 
the use of prescribed Controlled bums. Firefighters walk 
through the forest with flame-throwers and ignite small 
manageable fires in an attempt to destroy the underbrush 
which could fuel a wildfire. 

Wildfire is a Discovery Pictures production and was di
rected by Michael Slee. Slee currently is working on a 3-
D comedy for IMAX Corporation. 

Emmy award-winning actor, Andre Braugher, narrates 
the film. Braugher played Detective Frank Pembleton in 
the television series Homicide: Life on the Street. His film 
credits include City of Angels, Primal Fear, Get on the 
Bus and Glory. 

Wildfire runs through July l. For show times and prices 
call (713) 639-4629. 

• 
College of the Mainland and the Bay Area Triathletes are sponsor

ing the COM-BAT Mini Triathlon Saturday, May 29. The event will 
begin at 7:30 a.m. 

The tl'iathlon will consists of a 3.00-yard swim, a.J.5-mile bike. ride 
and a 3-mile run. 

.,, Southwest Texas State University, • 

The regiStration fee is $32 for individuals and $50 for relay teams. 
After May 14 the fees will increase to $42 for individuals and $60 for 
relay teams. 

The triathlon is limited to the first 300 entrants. 
For more information about the COM-BAT Mini Triathlon call 

Maryann Urick, coordinator of COM Recreational Programs and Stu
dent Activities at (409) 938-1211 or (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

Power volleyball tourney 

Brian Alexander jumps back for the ball at one of the power 
volleyball games at the GCIC tournament Aprll 15 at Stewart 
Beach In Galveston. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

San Marcos SWT 

Students graduate. 

Careers are established ... 

;. Celebr.iting it.; cen-U:nnial in 1999, 51/'l'T invites qualified transfer_ students to .apply for s~,mme 0 c

fal l admission. Offering 109 different degree programs, SV.tl is a comprehensive, mult1purpose public 

5ehool cerrtrally located between Austin and San AntQnio. For more inform.at.ion, pl~ase ca ii (5 12) 

245-2340 or vi sit. our web sit..,,: at l'i'IMiSwt.edu 

DEADLINES: 
Fall ..... .. July 1; Spring .. ... .Dec. 1 

Su m I ......... May 1: Sum L .... ... J u11e 15 

Southwest Texas, o member of the Texas State University 
System, is crn affirmative oction. equol oppor1unity 
educational institution 
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Campus Life 

Pottery sale a highlight of spring arts festival 

Jennifer Firestone (left) and Marianne Luther examine a piece of pottery on sale at the COM Spring Arts 
Festival April 22. The popular annual event showcases the college's fine arts programs. The COM Singers, 
Studio Singers, Jazz Combo and the college's wlndwood quartet, as well as others, performed throughout 
the day. one highlight of the festival is the student art show on exhibit In the COM Fine Ans Gallery. h runs 
through May 4. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker} 

PTK wins 4 awards at Austin convention 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Sigma Delta chapter of 
Phi Theta Kappa won four awards in competition against 
other chapters in Texas at the regional convention held in 
Austin April 8-11. ... 

The COM chapter won the Texas Regional Service 
Project award which is presented to the overall best ser
vice and service projects provided by a Texas chapter, 
explained Misty Wilcken, Phi Theta Kappa historian. One 
of the projects that helped the group win the award, she 
said, was painting the dog kennels at the Bay Area Soci
ety for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals last Decem
ber. Wilcken wrote the required essay for the project which 
was submitted along with a letter from the SPCA and pic
tures C'lf the project. 

The second award was for Top Five Yearbook. Wilcken 
together with PTK members Mike Looper and Michele 
Martinez assembled the yearbook. 

The third award was the Fellowship Hallmark award. 

Phi Theta Kappa is centered around fo1;1r hallmarks: schol
arship, leadership, fellowship and service. To. win the 
award the COM chapter submitted an essay about the 
members' involvement with the community and how this 
involvement relates to fellowship." 

The fourth award was the Five Star Chapter award. To . 
win this award, the COM chapter had to complete a list 
of projects. A chapter can receive a l-to-5 star rating, with 
five being the highest. The more ·projects completed on 
the list, the higher the rating. The requirements for this 
award ranged from learning about "Pursuit of Happiness: 
Conflicting Visions and Values" which was this year's 
selected topic; writing an essay about the four hallmarks; 
implementing service projects; competing for half of the 
rt:giQn's awards; running for region office; working on 
two projects with fellow chapters; and competing in five 
international awards. 

For information about Phi Theta Kappa, contact the ad
visers at (409) 938-121 l or (888) 258-8859, Exts. 329 
(Leslie Richardson, math professor) and 326 (Cindy 
Lucas, math professor). 

New plaza site of Cinco de Mayo celebration 
Continued from Page !----------'
represented at the plaza. Every year the tlag of another 
American nation will he added to the plaza. 

Mayor Chuck Doyle and the city of Texas City are seek
ing to promote personal and commercial relations between 
the American nations and Texas City, said Dr. Urbina, who 
has organized the Cinco de Mayo celebrations at COM 
for the past 25 years. This is the· 26th celebration. 

Upon the victory of Mexican liberal forces over French 
and conservative Mexican forces in 1867, Mexican Presi
dent Benito Juirez declared: "Entre los pueblos como entre 
los individuos. el respecto al derecho ajeno es la paz." 
Translated, it means: "Between cities as between indi
viduals, the respect for the rights of others is peace." 

• 

Cinco de Mayo "commemorates the victory of the Mexi
can forces ... over the French forces ... in Puebla.on May 
5, 1862," Dr. Urbina wrote in a pamphlet on the historical 
significance of the festival. 

Dr. Urbina continued, "The Fesitval de 5 de Mayo is a 
symbol Qfthe celebration of the Mexican-American heri
tage in our midst; as well as a celebration of the human 
spirit seekHlg to preserve its intrinsic freedom." 

Dr. Urbina said the purpose of Cinco de Mayo has al
ways been to provide "a dynamic link between the col
lege and the Mexican-American community by making 
the presence of the college felt in the Mexican-~ercian 
community and by making the presence of the Mexican
American _community felt on the college campus." 

Kile gets college 
a $900,000 grant 
By MYLES MARTIN 
Staff Reporter 

On the window of Joanna Kile's office in the 
Math/Science Building is a sign that reads, "Back 
off, I'm a goddess!" It's a sign she is proud of and a 
title she gladly accepts. 

Another title she is proud to accept is that of 1999 
Outstanding Instructor 
of the Year at College 
of the Mainland. Kile 
was selected as the 
winner from a group of 
five finalists, COM in
structors who were 
nominated in the con
test. Students were 
able to nominate 
teachers for Outstand
ing Instructor by fill
ing out ballots at boxes 
placed throughout the 

Joanna Kile 

campus from March l through March 11. 
Kile, a professor of biology, has taught at COM 

for six "years. Prior to coming here she taught for a 
semester at Collin County Community College in 
McKinney; and before that she taught as a graduate 
student at University of North Texas in Denton for 
six years. She received a bachelor of science degree 
from McNeese State University in Lake Charles, La., 
and a master of science degree in human genetics 
from UNT. 

"I was born to teach," Kile said. "I think that all 
great teachers are born (to teach)." 

Kile has always held an avid interest in science, 
especially biology. When asked why she chose to 
study biology, Kile rep)ied, "I don't think J chose it; 
it chose me." 

She enjoys teaching at COM and says the faculty 
is different from other places where people seem 
less innovative. "I inter'viewed at a lol of places, 
but this is the only place where my personality and 
my teaching style fit with the other scientists. The 
science professors here applaud different teaching 
styles," she said, adding that COM "provides an en
vironment that is conducive to creativity." 

Aside from teaching biology, Kile also is active 
in furthering the distance education program at 
COM, which includes Internet courses. '"Distance 
education is an important alternative to traditional 
delivery. I enjoy fostering development of courses 
through a distance medium." 

Kile recently received a grant from the National 
Science Foundation for $900,000, one of the larg
est grants that COM has ever received. It will fund 
the development of a core curriculum in process 
technology and distance learning in that area. 

In h«r spare time Kile enjoys shopping, reading 
(mostly mystery novels and literature), going to the 
theater and mo.vies, and gardening. "Sports is No. 1 
though," said Kile, an enthusiastic Houston Rock
ets fan.' Rockets posters decorate her office willdOws. 

What does Kile think the most interesting field in 
science is? Her special interest lies in forensics
the decomposition of bodies, identifying skeletal re
mains and using DNA to trace the origins of vari
ous plants and animals. 

Even though Kile can complete a Punnett square 
(a scientific method used to detennine the genetic 
makeup of offspring) with ease, her biology enthu
siasm doesn't extend to plants. 

"I'm good at killing plants. I can stand next to 
them and they die," Kile said, laughing. 

' 

' 

Columbine 'a taste 
of things yet to come' 
~ 
·~:•! 

Editor's note: Arbry Clifton has been a member of the 
College of the Mainland Police Team since 1993. He has 
written several police pamphlets for COM and writes 
the pofice page for the college newsletter, Compendium. 

One week ago today (April 27, the day of this 
writing), a tragedy at Columbine High School in 
Littleton, Colo., unfolded to the abject disbelief of all. 

Tuch.hour that went by, the details became more 
horrific, and in the subsequent days this real-life plot 
sounded and looked more like a Hollywood movie. 
Many questions and thoughts ran through my mind: 
Glad we got that Emergency Manual done last year. Will 
someone try a "copycat" at COM? What all can my . 
department do now? Who are the people that raised 
these two kids? 

Having a master's degree in behavioral science, I feel 
I have a pretty good grip on what makes kids like this 
tick. This isn't behavior that just surfaces overnight; 
signs of distress were blaring from these two long before 
11 :21 a.m., April 20. 

Later, Janet Reno (U.S. attorney general), is shown on 
TV-"Oh, God!" I say to myself, "I know she means 
well, but what do after-school programs have to do with 
two sociopaths and a massacre?" Please, where is Robert 
Kennedy? Give me an attorney general who bas com
passion )'et common sense-someone who understands 
the law aDd understands the people's soul.$. Well, yes, he 
got shot, too, along with Abraham, Martin and John 
("Has Anyone Seen?"). Maybe there's a connection 
here, a parallel we can draw. One girl at Columbine was 
asked by one of the shooters, "Do you believe in God?" 
When she responded, "Yes," he shot her in the head. 

We live in a society today where a sense of family is 
gone in its true fonn. Core values which brought this 
nation to life are under attack. The Ten Commandments, 
which include "You Should Not Kill," are a frowned
upon and ridiculed set of social/personal parameters, and 
God is now just a concept for thi playing field of New 
Age groupies. "Educated" social and political scientists 
no longer find God or biblical principles relevant; they 
are just obsolete_traditions in the way of true human 
progress. T certainly don't see our society progressing 
now that these values are being pushed out of main
stream America. 

Personal responsibility? No! It's an age of entitlement 
and blame. No longer do qualifications merit a job, but 
how the candidate fits into political correctness. No 
longer do infractions warrant consequences, but a study 
of how Hillary Clinton's "Village" might have helped 
the young lad do better. Gag me with a spoon. 

1 see Columbine as a taste of things yet to come. Jn 
the absence of a spiritual fou'ndation, our youth will turn 
to something or someone else to fill that void, and in the 
case of the Columbine shooters, they chose a makeshift 
subculture of Goth, Adolph Hitler, Satanism and death. 
Robert Kennedy warned of days like these in 1965 in his 
book, The Pursuit of Justice, should we continue down 
the road he saw Conning back then. What nightmare will 
it take for this nation to wake up and realize that we, as a 
society, are headed down the wrong path? Social 
engineering, in and of itself, simply will not work. 

Last night, I sat with my wife watching CNN and 
FNC. The funerals are starting; the peopls: are finding 
solace in prayer, God, their families and church. The 
hurt, pain, loss, grief and despair are so apparent. Tears 
flowed as Eric Clapton's "Tears Jn Heaven" played 
wistfully in the sanctuary at one funeral. Clapton wrote 
the song for his son who died at age 4; yes. there will be 
no more tears in heaven. 

• 
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Cultural ideas, experiences, food shared at Lunch Fest 

COM students and staff gather for the Student Activities Board-sponsored Multicultural Lunch Fest April 
13 in the Student Center. The ticket to the luncheOn was a dish representing·the attendee's culture. Instead 
of a dish, International students shared their cultural Ideas and experiences. (Photo by Rachel Delanolx) 

Recent tragedies cause feelings of confusion 

Patricia 
Hill 

I recently had another birthday. 
And because of my birthday, I've been doing a lot of 

thinking about life. I've been examining my beliefs, and 
I've realized that the saying, with age comes wisdom, is 
not necessarily true. 

In fact, the more I experience and observe the world, 
the more perplexed I am by what I see and hear. And I 
feel more confused than ever before. As I gain yet . 
another year and reflect on the two current big news 
events-the high school massacre in ColOrado artd the 
Kosovo slaughter and forced exodus of the ethnic 
A.lbanians---1 realize I will never have enough wisdom 
to make sense of either of these tragedies. 

I will never understand how two young men could 
walk into their own high school, stare into the eyes of 
their classmates and pull the trigger. 

With the country still reeling from the shock of the 
shootings, I am unable to understand the sick minds that 
would pull "pranks" such as bomb threats or placing 
fake bombs in schools in the aftermath. It seems that 
every day since the shootings, bomb hoaxes have been 
i-eported in the papers and on television. A fake bomb 
was found even right here at College of the Mainland. 

As horrific as the mass murders in Colorado are, the 
slaughter and exportation of thousands of innocents in 
Kosovo is incomprehensible. 

I don't think I will ever be wise enough to grasp what 
would cause one culture to hate another so much that ii 
would actively pursue its destruction. At the close of a 
cCntury that saw the annihilation of 6 million Jews for 
no other reason than that they were Jews, we still have 
not learned the lesson. Instead of ethnic cleansing being 
eradicated, we have seen it become rampant during this 
decade in places such as Rwanda, Angola, Bosnia and 
now Kosovo. 

I will never comprehend how our Congress, which 
jumped headfirst into a war over oil in Kuwait, can 
actually vote to deny support of the air campaign over 
Serbia. At least this war is being fought over human 
rights,and principles, not just oil and money. 

5 deans voted down; new dean proposal in works 
By DANIEL M. DECKER 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland is now searching for at least 
one new dean. And if the Board of Trustees approves an 
additional dean position, the college will then have three 
deans to include Dr. Henry Pope, dean of College and 
Financial Services. 

If two new dean~ are hired, one position will be dean of 
instruction and the other will be dean of students, said 
COM P.resident Larry L. Stanley. 

President Stanley originally put forth a plan for a five
dean team whose d~ties would have encompassed all as
pects of campus life. Three of the deans would have been 
full-time administrators, the other two, part-time. 

In an e-mail to employees March 29 he explained his 
reii.soning for the five-dean team: " ... many employees 
believe that the dean of instruction's job as it is now struc
tured poses an unreasonable amount of work and respon
sibility on one person." 

' 

COM employees, however, turned down the plan in a 
127-45 vote that took place April 14-16. Commenting on 
the emphatic turn down Dean Alex Pratt said, "I would 
suppose a number of faculty and staff felt that the con
cept of a 'team of deans' was not a viable way of doing 
business on the upper administrative level of COM." Pratt 
is acting dean of Instruction and Student Development. 

At the April 26 Board of Trustees meeting, President 
Stanley reported the results of the vote to the Board and 
discussed the possibility of a three-dean team. President 
Stanley is working on a proposal for one or two new deans, 
which may be ready to put before the Board a't the May 
24 meeting. 

"I am supportive of the idea of having three permanent 
dean positions," Dean Pratt said. He believes enough sup
port exists on c~mpus for even four deans. "The academic 
and TechNoc section should have their own deans." 

Dean Pratt said he is•not an applicant for any of vacant 
dean positions at this time. "I truly feel we need at least 
one new person, meaning someone new to the campus." 
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Editorial/News 

Students get free hot dogs, chips and drinks at the Student Activities Board-sponsored End of Semester 
Karaoke Party April 20. A large crowd gathered outside the LRC during College Hour to eat and listen to 
students perform. Some students were better than others, but everyone had a good time listening to tunes, 
such as "Good Times, Bad Times," "Never Ever" and "Don't Speak." (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Columbine victims must stay in our hearts 

Myles 
Martin 

On April 20, 1999, we again were shocked as a nation 
as the news of another school shooting flashed across 
our television screens. The details of this shooting, this 
time in Littleton, Colo., are truly awful, and 1 feel worse 
every time I hear about it. When the massacre at 
Columbine High School was over;· 12 students and one 
teacher had lost their lives at the hands of the two 
students who also killed themselves. 

Already the finger-pointing has begun as people begin 
to search for explanations, meanings and the answer to 
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"Why?" l hear it on television and read it in the newspa
pers and magazines. Do we blame spciety. the Internet. 
v,ideo ganies, music or parents? This has been the wol'St 
thingl've ever seen in my life. I can't even begin to 
imagine what it must be like to be the parent or the 
sibling or the friend of one of the people killed. 

When lawmakers begin their inevitable speeches on 
how we need tougher gun control laws, I hope they will 
take a moment or two to remember the people who died 
in school shootings, not just in Colorado, but also in 
Oregon, Arkansas, Kentucky and Mississippi. 

As horri~le as this tnlgedy is, there is one positive 
note. On television I heard a Columbine High School 
student saying that if one good thing comes out of this 
tragedy, it will be the fact that everyone in Littleton has 
come together, regardless of race, sex or social standing. 
Although it may be the only good thing to come out of 
something so terrible, it is a positive nonetheless. 

In the end, blame will be placed in an effort to make 
sense of the tragedy, to understand what drives people to 
commit sUch appalling acts. I've already heard many 
explanations, but no matter how astute the explanations 
are, the.y will never fully explain why. 

We must always remember the victims, their families 
and their friends, We must always keep them in our 
prayers. That may be the best thing we can do. Let us 

never forget these deaths. 

March/ April corrections 
Diann Lukas of the COM Police Team was in!~vertantly 

identified as the team's program assistant in .the March/ 
April issue of lnterCOM when in actuality she is the sec
retary. The InterCOM staff apolog4':es for any confusion 
or problems this error may have caused. 

Another mistake in that issue involved lhe photo at the 
top of Page 1, the ribbon cutting for the Public Careers 
Service Building. In readying the paper for publication 
the prdcess cameraman at our publisher accidently re
versed the negative of the photo. As a result, the people 
in the caption were identified in the wrong order. Again 
InterCOM apologizes. We've talked to the printing staff 
asking them to be more careful in the future. 

• 

To retain students, 
offer new activities 

Michael 
Navarro · 

Over the past three years, College of the Mainland's 
enrollment has dropped by about 800 students. And the 
question people are asking i'i "Why has it dropped?" 

Well, for starters, after many People Speak Out inter
views, I have come to the conclusion that the largeSt 
number of unhappy students are those fresh out of high 
school. They are probably unhappy because the commu
nity college atmosphere lacks enthusiasm. Some blame 
belongs to the students and some to the college. 

The pool room _in the Student Center has been a big 
topic of debate. It should be open every day during 
college hours. Yes, it may attract unsavory outsiders, but 
then so does the Gym, where on many occasions, I have 
seen people with no COM .affiliation playing basketball 
or lifting weights. There is no way to keep all unwanted 
outsiders away as long as COM is an open campus, but 
keeping the pool room open will keep some of those 
students occupied on campus while waiting for their 
next class. Otherwise they might go home. 

Many students have complained that the pool room 
needs games other than pool because not all students 
enjoy pool. Having a variety of games would keep more 
students involved on the campus. 

Improving the Student Center as a whole would be 
beneficial. Renovations might not .increase enrollment, 
but could prevent enrollment from dropping even 
further. The Student Cellter has had a television for 
several years located by the bookstore; however, it is old 
and staticy. Many students I spoke to said they would 
like for the college to purchase a new television to · 
replace the old console. 

Recently additional televisions were placed in the 
Student Center and the-Gym free of charge by a satellite 
service, but they have a problCm. They play only two 
stations: rap and rock. Though the televiSion in the Gym 
works, not all of the televisipns in the Student Center 
work~ they are either not hooked up correctly or broken 
and showing only fuzz. 

The cafeteria also needs improvement. Many students 
feel the food is too expensive, A full meal, a main entree 
and two side orders, costs more than $5. With all the fast 
food restau"rants around, it is cheaper for students to eat 
off campus. If the college could manage to lower the 
cost of the food and add more variety, students would 

. choose to stay on campus for lunch. 
One of the most common responses to this month's 

People Speak Out question-What could COM do to 
attract more students?-was "more recreational activi
ties at COM" (See Page 12). 

The Stud~nt Activities Board sponsors many enter
taining activities during the 12:30-1:30 Tuesday
Thursday College Hour, but the fact is that only a small 
percentage of students actually participate. Why? One 
reason is that riot all students are available during that 
time period. Another, is that not all students know when 
the events take place. 

One of the most disliked aspects of COM is the no 
smoking policy. Many smokers find it annoying to have 
to walk to their cars to smoke before, after and between 
classes. One student said that he and most smokers he 
knows are choosing not to re-enroll next semester. 

While some recommendations to enhance student life 
at the college may be challenging or unreasonable, 
changes need to be made. Students need to have more 
interaction with one another at the college. They need to 
have a sense of spirit; otherwise, their time here will be 
tiring, annoying and undesirable. 

• 
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Five finalists consider 
selection an· accolade 
Continued from Page J:-----------
nalists. To choose the winner, the selection committee 
observed each of the finalists teaching a class. 

The other finalists were Deborah Bastien, nursing in
structor; Rich Nowak, Real Estate instructor; Leslie 
Richardson, math instructor; and Renate True, biology 
instructor. 

The selection committee was made up of students on 
the dean's list: Sean Buchanan, Marcia Washington, 
Nivianned Montes and Michelle Akers. Because Akers 
was unable to attend the awards ceremony, Melissa 
Litchfield took her place. The selection committee mem
bers praised the finalists individually prior to Dean Pratt 
announcing the winner. 

Kile has been an instructor at COM for six years and 
automatically becomes the chairwoman for next year's 
awards. On her nomination as a finalist, Kile echoed the 
words of former President Calvin Coolidge: "No person 
was ever honored for what he received. Honor has been 
the reward for what he gave." Honor is "what we work. 
for," she added. "It's an honor for our most important cli
ents-the students," This was her first time as a finalist. 

True, who has taught at COM 16 years, has won In
structor of the Year three times and has been a finalist on 
two other occasions. "It's a great privilege to realize the 
students do care about me." 

Bastien has taught at COM for two years and this is her 
first time as a finalist. "[ .was surprised and I hope [ can 
live up to that (the nomination). I feel lucky that I work 
with a team that is very supportive and an administration 
that encourages me to be creative in my teaching." 

Nowak won Outstanding Instructor of the Year in 1994 
and this is his third time as a finalist. On his nomination 
he said: "It feels great. Being nominated is an honor in 
~t~lf. but reaching the finalist stage is probably the most 
meaningful accolade we can achieve. When students fill 
out the ballots, it is an indication we have done well. It is 
why we do what we do." 

Richardson, a first time finalist, said he was very flat
tered. "I appreciate the students that voted for me, who
ever they are," 

During her acceptance speech, Kile told the audience 
"Rule No. 1 in my class is, 'don't let anyone step on your 
dreams."' She closed with her second rule, from Winston 
Churchill, ... Never give up.' That's what I say to you to
night. Never give up. Thank you." 

COM Bomb Hoax 
Continued from Page 1--------
from the employee p09I .ind public service career cadets 
participated in the search. By 9:30 the Tech/Voe Building 
was declared "cleared." • 

The device was confiscated by Texas City Police as evi~ 
dence and a suspect has been interviewed. 

"(COM) Police can't release any further information 
due to an ongoing investigation," Clifton said. 

InterCOM wants YOU! 
How would you like to win an award for your writing 

or photography? 
Journalism classes, COMM 1307, 2305, 2309, 2310 and 

2311 will meet as a pooled clas!i. during Summer I. The 
class will run from 9-11:50 a.m., Monday through Friday. 
All students must sign up for a TBA production lab which 
will meet the last week of session I to produce the sum
mer issue of the InterCOM. The labs are COMM 1129, 
1131, 2129 and 2131. 

Summer I on-campus registration is May 27 and late 
registration is June 1. Classes begin Tuesday, June 1, and 
end July 9. 

For more information call journalism Professor Astrid 
H. Lowery, lnterCOM adviser, at (409) 938-1211 or (888) 
258-88~9, Ext. 314. Contact Lowery . by e-mail at 
<alowery@mail.mainland.cc.tx.us>. 
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Newspaper staffers prove they have 'write stuff' 
Continued from Page 11---------
chain out of Alabama." 

TIPA, the oldest newspaper society nationwide and 
the largest in Texas was founded 90 years ago and will 
celebrate 90 years of contests next year. 

Hill won four awards this year, three for her page 
layouts. ~'I am especially thrilled to have won awards 
for page design," Hill said. "It is not easy. But Astrid 
(Lowery, InterCOM adviser and journalism professor) 
deserves the most credit. I only applied the page de
sign theory she drilled into me." 

Hill placed first in Feature Page Design in the De
cember 1998 issue, first for her Opinion Page Design 
in the May 1998 issue and third in Sports Page Design 
also in the December issue, 

Hill shared a third place with fonner Managing Edi
tor Amy K, Patlatch and staff reponer Michael Navarro 
on the headline, "Furby freaks fight for furballs first 
thing Friday," for a humor column she wrote about the 
frenzy Cbristffias shoppers exhibited trying to get the 
sold-out stuffed animal. The headline and story ran in 
the December 1998 issue. 

"It was nice," Navarro said, "because headlines are 
a pain in the ___ ." 

Former Managing Editor Shallon Fleming won a sec
ond place in News Page Design for the front page of 
the November 1998 issue. Fleming also receiv~d an 

Honorable Mention for her news 
story, "Local victims focus of TV 
crime show." Fleming reported on 
an America's Most Wanted episode 
filmed at COM documenting un· 
solved abductions and murders in 
Galveston County dating back to 
1971. She is a journalism major at 

Shallon Fleming the University of Texas, Austin. 
Lowery was delighted when Michael Garza, a stu

deurin the COM art -Oepanment last spring, asked if 
he could submit political cartoons 
to the paper. lnterCOM ran the two 
cartoons he submitted and entered 
them in the TIPA contest. Garza 
won second place for his cartoon, 
"Iraq's new biological weap-on," 
which appeared in the March/April 
1998 issue. The cartoon depicted 
Saddam Hussein holding lndepen- Michael Garza 

"In Schools acr 
for ... teachers in 
Math and Scicn 

. 
Call now I For 
Services at 281-

Current lnterCOII staff members (from left) Raehel 
Delanolx: Patricia HIii, managing editor; and 
Michael Navarro recently won TIPA awards. The pa
per eamod nine TIPAs.(Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

dent Prosecutor Kenneth Starr in a chemical bottle. 
"I was surprised,'' Garza said. "I was thankful she 

(Lowery) ent-efed me in the contest." Garza also took 
art classes from COM Art Gallery Director Jaoet 
Hassinger. "She likes to build people's confidence and 
encourage things like this," he said. Garza said he dido 't 
have much interest in politics until he took COM Pio
fessor Jim Finley's politcal science class. Finley made . 
Garza aware of what was going on in the world. 

Staff reporter Rachel Delanoix won third place for 
her sports feature story, "Needs competes in triathlon 
for 40th birthday," in the November 1998 issue. Debbie 
Needs is a physical education instructor at COM. "I 
was flattered and honored," Delanoix said. "The praise 
belongs to the whole staff. lnterCOM functions as a 
team, atid without the efforts of-all the staff members 
we would. not.,be graced with these awards." 

P.ttla.ch also received an Honorable Mention for ·a 
three-part"feature an s~ial problems which ran in each 
of the three issues of the spring 
1998 semester. "I was in shock,'' 
Patlach said. "When you sit down 
to write a story, you don ' t write it 

_ -with -me-intenuo win smncthing; 
You write the story with the intent 
to inform the readers. Winning the 
award is an added bonus." , 

When asked about the awards, Amy K. PaUach 
Lowery said: .. I was very exicted because this is the 
most awards we've ever won at one time. I'm extremely 
proud of Patricia, Amy, Michael, Rachel and Shallon, 
but credit also goes to the other staff members. With
out their contributions there would be no newspaper." 

University of Houston m Clear Lake 
E-mail: education@cLuh.edu • Website: www.cLuh.edu/soe 
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What's Happening 

Hello, are you there? 

Taylor Johnson, 5, talks on the phone during 
the COM Child Development Lab's lemonade, 
popcorn and art sale April 21. Taylor attends the 
lab school. The event was held in observance 
of the Week of the Young Child and was located 
in the playground next to the patio area of the 
TechnicalNocatlonal Building. 

(Photo by Rachel Delanolx) 

English mini-session courses 
College of the Mainland is offering English 1301 and 

1302 in the mini-session May 10-29, Monday through 
Thursday. Professors Steven Nassar and Brenda Brown 
will teach the courses respectively. English 1301 is 9 a.m.-
12:50 p.m., English 1302, 1-4:50 p.m. 

Mini-session late registration is Monday, May 10. For 
more information contact the professors at (409) 938· 1211 
or at (888) 258-8859Exts.316 (Nassar) and 315 (Brown). 

It's all aboard for COM's senior photogaphy 
course as they practice their photography at 
Galveston's Railroad Museum. On the ground 
is student Melva Powell and instructor Murry 
Getz. Posing on the platform are other members 
of the class. They are {from left) Beatrice Sterner, 
Flora Strickhausen, Nanette Osborne, Opal 
Glover, Rosemary Milner, Jackie Hadley and 
Joyce Cawley. (Photo by Jay Richard) 

• 

Dr. Bass to speak at gradu·ation May 7 
The College of the Mainland graduation ceremony will 

be held in the La Marque High School auditorium May 7 
at 7:30 p.m. A reception will follow in the Commons area. 

Dr. Donald G. Bass, former dean of Instruction and Stu
dent Development, will be the guest speaker. The COM 
Singers, directed by choral Professor James Heffel, will 
perform two selections: "The Awakening" and "A Celtic 
Blessing." The Brass Guild, directed ~y music Professor 

People Speak Out 
By MYLES MARTIN and 
MICHAELNAVARRO,StalJReporters 
DANIEL M. DECKER, Staff Photographer 

Enrollment at College of the Mainland has decreased by 
approximately 800 students in the last three years. This drop 
in enrollment may be attributed to a variety of factors, such 
as students being required to take the TASP test prior to enM 
rolling. 

To t;liscover how the college could improve enrollment, 
lnterCOM asked students and staff: "What c.ould COM do 
to attract more students?" 

Patricia Lausch: Here 
your instructors are availM 
able to you all the time. 
At other places they don't 
know your name or your 
face. I like the atmoM 
sphere here. 

Ted Aubry: Fix the 
school up. The grounds 
don't look all that great. 
Offer more classes. 

Wendy 5carlen: More 
campus activities, 'cause 
it's a community cQllege. 
People don't take things 
more seriously. People 
don't really hear about 
the activities. There 
needs to be more interM 
action with students. 

Thomas Owana: It costs 
too much. The tuition 
isn't bad, but I've paid 
more for my books than 
tuition. More sports. 

Berthe Pistone: Sports 
would be best, plus ac
tivities. 

Jeanette Jonte: They 
could have more activiM 
ties other times than at 
12:30 .... We have one 
rec. room and if it's not 
locked, it's full. What 
gets on my nerves is they 
only have things at 12:30 
and I'm always at work. 

Sparky Koerner, will play prelude pieces, "Pomp and Cir
cumstance" as faculty and graduates march into the audi· 
torium and exit pieces at the end of the ceremony. 

Students should assemble in the Commons area by 6:30 
p.m. They must pick up their caps and gowns, which are 
free, in the COM Bookstore by May 7. 

All faculty are expected to parti(;:ipate in the ceremony 
and should arrive by 6:45 p.m. 
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Tanisha Hicks: They 
should a~vertise more, 
give us discounts like 
$10 off of tuition or 10 
percent. 

Annette Watts: When 
they set up new classes, 
they need. to make sure 
they have all the details 
worked out as far as tests 
go. 

Maurice Scott: A fool· 
ball team. Bring a fullM 
fledged athletic program. 

Tashiba Bryant: We 
need some cable and 
something else in the rec
reation room. They need 
to buy another TV, be
cause half the lime it 
doesn't work. 

' 

Miriam Ha_rolds: Drop 
the prices. The classes 
are not an academic level 
of a university. It is not 
challenging. 

Brooke Tarrer: I'm up
set they don't offer more 
mini.courses. They need 
to offer more variety for 
surhmer courses. 

Professor Mark Sand
ers: Better promotion, if 
nothing else. 

Joe Everett: Have more 
extracurricular activities 
students can do in their 
spare time and between 
classes, or they can offer 
new classes to fit every 
student's taste. 

' 
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COM police officer writes editorial 
See Page3 

Spring Fest celebration 
See Pages 6 & 7 

Kile, college receive large grant 
See Page 10 
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COM's Tech/Voe 
bomb scare a hoax 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Staff Reporter 

On Monday, April 26, a bomb hoax occurred in the 
lobby of the Technical Vocational Building, 

At approximately 8:IO a.m., College of the Mainlad 
Police Officer Tom Dendy was on routine patrol when a 
computer technology employee informed him that a sus· 
picious object was lodged in an opening of a soda maM 
chine. Upon investigation, Dendy saw a device with a 
circuit board and accesories that resembled a bomb. 

Declaring the need for emergency management proce
dure, Dendy immediately contacted COM Police Officer 
Arbry Clifton, who paged every officer and initiated im
mediate evacuation of the building. All employees and 
students were evacuated to the Student Center. The Child 
Care Center staff and children were evacuated first to the 
Gym and then to the Student Center. 

Clifton and.the COM telephone switchboard contacted 
the COM administration, theTexa~ City Fire Department 
and Jim Higgins, director of Planning and Public lnfor. 
mation. The Texas City Police Department also sent of· 
ficers to the scene. 

Upon examination, officials determined the device was 
rrol a bomb. Afterwards, the entire campus was searched 
for any other suspicious objects by the police officers 
Willie Huerta, Butch Carr and Tony Mallette. Volunteers 

See COM Page 11 

COM biology professor Joanna Kile holds the mer
maid vase she received for being named Outstand
ing Instructor of the Year. The vase Is passed on 
each year to the new outstanding professor who 
is expected lo display it prominently in his or her 
office. (Photo by Patricia Hill) 

• 

Workers put the final touches on the Plaza of the Americas April 29. The city of Texas City and COM will host the 
dedication and ribbon cutting for the new plaza Wednesday, May 5, or Cinco de Mayo. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Americas plaza to be dedicated May 5 
Sy DANIEL !\I. DECKER 
Staff Reparter 

The dedication and ribbon cutting of the Plaza of the 
_Americas by the city of Texas City and College of the 
Mainland will take place Wednesday, May 5, at 11:30 a.m., 
at the new fire station on Amburn Road across from the 
main COM campus. 

Joanna Kile wins 
Instructor of Year 
By MYLES MARTIN 
Staff Reporter 

Biology profes~or Joanna Kile was named Outstand· 
ing Instructor of the Year at the College of the MainM 
land Employee Recognition Dinner held at the South 
Shore Harbour Resort in League City April 23. 

The award was presented to Kile by Alex Pratt, act· 
ing dean of Instruction and Student Development. Kile 
received a plaque and a mermaid.shaped vase. The 
vase, which became a tradition a number of years ago, 
is passed on each year to the outstanding instructor. 

In accepting the award Kile saiU: "This award first 
and foremost goes to the Science Team. I couldn't have 
done it without them. It also goes to (COM biol.ogy 
professor) Emmeline Dodd. 

"My parents taught me thal I could achieve anything 
I wanted to. There is no better job on Earth lhan teach
ing." 

Kile was one of five finalists for the award. The fi. 
nalists were selected by a student selection committee 
led by last year's outstanding teacher, biology Profes
sor Marilynn Kish-Molina. From March 1-11 students 
cast ballots in 15 voling locations throughout the cam. 
pus nom'inating their favorite teachers. The five ins.true· 
tors with the highesLnumber of vo1es became the fi. 

See Five Page 11 
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After the ceremonies, Cinco de Mayo will be celebrated 
with Mexican food, a mariachi band, the Los Gallitos 
Folkloric Dancers and a song by the Child Development 
Lab School children. 

COM history professor Dr. Manuel Urbina II said it is 
fitting to have the de.dication on Cinco de Mayo, as Mexico· 
is the first of the North and South American nations to be 

See New Page 10 

InterCOM staffers 
win 9 TIPA awards 
By DANIEL M, DECKER 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's student newspaper lnterCOM 
won nine awards, the most the newspaper staff has ever 
won at one time, in the annual Texas Intercollegiate Press 
Association contest held in Kerrville April 8-10. 

"I was ori the Internet and decided 10 check the TIPA 
homepage to see if the winners had been posted yet," said 
Manas;ing Editor Patricia Hill. "When I saw all the awards 
we had won, I was exhilirated, and I couldn't find a single 
person on the paper to share it with," Hill said laughing. 
So she wrote all the awards on the board in the n,ewsroom 
and left a message on the paper adviser's answering ma
chine to call her ASAP. 

Each I)ecember, lnterCOM submits a number of news, 
feature and sports stories, pictures, headlines and layouts 
in the Newspaper Division 3 category of the TIPA con· 
_test. Nineteen colleges and universities, with student en
rollments of 3,000 to 7,499, compete in this division. to 
include Lee College, Baytown: University of Hou~tonM 
Clear Lake; Texas A&M-Corpus Christi; and Texas 
Wesleyan University, Forth Worth. 

The entries are judged by professional journalists on 
papers with circulations of 40,000 lo 50,000, explained 
Jeff Henderson, executive director of TIPA and a journal
ism professor at Southwest Texas State University in San 
Marcos. This year the entries went out to a "newspaper 

See Newspaper Page 11 
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