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What's Happening 

Mame (Kathy Davis, left) greets Gloria Upson (Kellibrook Green) her aduh nephew Patrick Dennis' {Hamilton 
Davis Boyd) fian~. Mame opens at COM July 29 and runs through Aug. 22. (Photo courtesy of theater depart
ment) 

Summer musical, Mame, opens July 29 
By C. ROYAL MOSKOWITZ 
Staff Reporter 

If you missed Mark Adams in his great portrayal of the 
late President Lyndon Baines Johnson in Box Thirteen , 
don ' t miss his directing of Jerry Herman's Mame, open
ing at the College of the Mainland Arena Theatre July 29. 
The musical runs through Aug. 22. 

Mame is the Tony-award-winning muscial comedy 
about Mame Dennis, a wealthy, witty and fun-loving ec
centric, whose life is suddenly changed when her late 
brother's only child, Patrick, arrives to live with her. 

The musical, which offers such memorable songs as 
"Mame," "We Ne.ed a Little Christmas" and "If He Walked 
into My life," revolves around Patrick, his zany Auntie 
Mame and their adventures which lead them from a speak
easy to a southern plantation. 

Adams, who has been at COM four years and usually 
directs three plays a year. said the musicals were moved 
from the University of Houston-Clear Lake to COM to 
attract more local audience members. 

For the last six: summers, COM's musicals were pro
duced on the · stage Of the UHCL Bayou Theatre, with 
A"dams directing the last four. Last summer's muscial was 
Anything Goes. 

When asked if he would rather act or direct Adams said: 
"Well, when you act, you only have to worry about one 
person, and I do get a great deal of satisfac.:tion when I do 
it well. On the ottier hand, when you direct, you have to 
worry about everyone and everything, and there has to be 
a great deal of effort in every area of the production; so if 
the play is a success, your feeling of accomplishment is 
even greater and more satisfying." 

The musical will be accompanied by a live band and 
has a cast of 26 actors. 

The role of Mame will be played by Kathy Davis; the 
role of Vera Charles by KaY Jones; Agnes Gooch by 
Carolyn Ortiz; adult Patrick Dennis by Hamilton Davis 
Boyd and young Patrick Dennis by Austin Senior. Mildred 
Metz is the musical directOr, Anne Robus is stage man
ager and Thom Guthrie is lighting director. 

Performances for Mame will be Thursdays through Sat~ 
urdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. 

The Arena Theatre offers a free preview for each pro
duction the evening before opening night. COM students, 
faculty, staff and the community are invited to view Mame 
at no charge Wednesday, July 28. 

For reservations or other information call the Arena The
atre box: office at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1-888-258-
8859, Ext. 345. 

Learn art of journalism writing for InterCOM 
I low would you like to win an award for your writing, 

photography, cartoons, or graphic art and design? 
The College of the Mainland student newspaper, 

InterCOM, which recently won nine awards statewide, is 
always looking for new staff members with a variety of 
talents. 

A number of courses are available to you to nurture 
your journalism skills. 

If you are a beginning student, COMM 2311, News.
gathering and Writing I, is the course for you. 

For students with some jciumalism background a num
ber of other courses are available: COMM 2305, Editing 
and Layout; COMM 2315 News Gathering and Writing 
II; COMM 2309, News Editing and Copy Reading l (in
cludes feature writing); and COMM 2310, News Editing 
and Copy Reading II (also includes feature writing). 

Each course must be accompanjed by. a lab. COMM 

1129, Newspaper Publication I, should be taken with the 
beginning course, COMM 231 I. The other labs are 
COMM 1130, 2129 and 2130. All journalism labs are 
TBA: In be arranged with the professor. 

The fall journalism classes will meet on Mondays and 
Wednesdays at the following times: The beginning course, 
COMM 2311 , meets from 12:30-3:20 p.m.; l hour and 
20 minutes is news gathering and staff time. All other 
courses, COMM 2305, 2309, 2310, 2315, ~re pooled and 
meet from 11- a.m.-1:50 p.m. 

At 12:30 the beginning class meets with the pooled class 
for a staff meeting. 

For more information about any of the courses or eligi
bility for taking only a lab, contact journalism Professor 
Astrid H. Lowery at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1-888-
258-8859, Ext.'. 314. Lowery may also be cOntacted bye
m_a_il at <alowery@maiLmainland.cc.tx.us:>. 

People Speak Out 
By MYLES MARTIN, Asslslallt Editor, and 
DANIEL M, DECKER, Slaff l'llotograpller 

fot the last several months the United States, as 
a part of NATO, has played an active role in tho 
Kosovo/Serb conflict. lnt...COM asked COM stu
dents and employees: Was !he United States justi
flCd in risking 11w lives of American fo,q;a to pro
tect the Kosovar ·Albanians? 

Jolml, g 1ttt:Yes.The 
Uni1'<l States took a posi
tion of world protector in 
moral wrongdoing in WW 
I and WW n, and I think 
we have to <lo it to stop the 
genocide. inoor po,ilioo ., 
a world power, we have to 
show concern. 

Galen Haywud; I've 
never really been in fuvor 
of war. GQing back to the 
Vietnam and Korean W.U-S, 
there were a lot of lost lives 
for oothing. 

Steven Van Ness: We 
shouldn't have sent our sol-
die IS in there beausewc're 
ootg<>irlgtobenelit W.'re 

just l)1IOOllg - with 
othertoontJ:ie.s. 

MarkAdams: I think in 
most cases when human 
righls are being violale<I, 
the United States is morally 
obligalod to~wben they 
cin, but I dunk there are still 
limits to that i)'pe of olter
velltion. 

• 

Dr. David Smith: No, 
e11tjbaticallyoo1. I-WY 
disagree with the Ntm} 

war against '\uipslavia. It 
was a civil war with no 
goodguysorbadguys. My 
view is to condemn both 
sides and stay the heck out. 

A!Vin Spoons: No, be
cause we have our own 
problems in !hi.> country. 
We have· to fix our own 
problems: be.fore. fixing 
other oountries' problems. 

v ..... 01ivans: Y'*' I <lo 
think we ~ supposed to 
inteNeneinothercountries 
to keep poace around the 
world, 

llolly-:Yes,becaase 
I believe thai hwnanitari
anism is good because we 
should lookout for every
one. I f.eel bad for those 
poop!e.ltwmisad!Owaldt 

- peoflie Oil the ..... 
with no place b>oall home. 
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Blood donation: 'gift et life' 
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Theft in COM Gym ends with suspect's arrest 
By MYLES MARTIN 
Assistant Editor 

A theft in the College of the Mainland Gym was quickly 
resolved by COM police officers with the arrest of the 
suspect May 5. 

After questioning by the police, the suspect confessed 
to stealing property out of baskets in the men's. locker 
room, by cutting the locks with a bolt cutter and then plac-

ing wallets containing close to $1,0<X) into his gym bag. 
Officer Willie Huerta took the call about the theft from 

the Gym lobby attendant Geneva Murphy. She called af
ter one man reported his wallet containing close to $900 
in cash was missing. Officer Tony Mallette arrived after 
hearing the call and radioed Officer E.W. "Butch" Carr 
for backup. 

The man whose wallet was missing reported he had 
returned to the locker room shortly after leaving his pos-

The visibility and maneuverability o1 COM Police officers Arbry Clifton (left) and Thomas Dendy on their mountain 
bikes keeps the level of crimeJow on the COM campus. They began patrolling the campus in March and will continue 
at least through November. This Is the fifth year ~or the bike patrol. (Photo by Danlel M. Decker} 

sessions in his basket. The suspect, a youth in his late teens, 
was in the locker room and offered to help him search for 
the missing wallet. The man reported the gym bag, which 
later was found to contain the bolt cutters and property, 
was cloSC by the youth. 

When the police officers searched the men's locker room, 
however, they could not find the bag. They suspected the 
hag was still in the building and began a thorough search 

Sec Higher Page 7 

Level 3 alert detains 
Box Thirteen audience 
By MYLES MARTIN 
Assistant Editor 

The Box Thirteen theater audience received a special 
message from Lyndon Baines Johnson, played by Mark 
Adams, when the actors took their final curta in call Thurs
day, June 24. 

fl'e gave a mesisage he had not given any other audi
ence . Adams sa id he had received word from the College 
of the Mainland Police Team that Texas Cily was under a 
Level 3 alert due to a toxic release al the British Pe tro--'" 
leum Amoco Plant. He advised patrons to stay in the Fine 
Arts Building until notified otherwise by police. 

Many left early hut a few stayed until the alert was down
gfaded. COM Officer E.W. " Butch" Carr was walking the 
campus at about 8:55 p.m. when he heard the sirens. Of
ficer Willie Huerta was in the COM police s tation when 
Carr told him of the sirens. "They can 't be heard when 
yo u' re in th.c building," Carr explained. 

The Texas City Fire Department called with an official 
wa~~ing at approximately 9:25 p.m. Before that, however, 
Carr learned of the situation from a mother who called at 
9:05 p.m., concerned because her son was in class in the 
Leaming Resources Center. 

While Huerta stayed on the phone in the police station, 
Carr, went from building to building alerting people of the 

See BP Amoco Page 7 

Westin's LBJ play, Box Thirteen, world premier at COM 
By LOIS M , ANTHONY 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland theater director, Jack Westin, showcased his superb talents 
as both director and playwright in the dynamic production Box Thirteen, which opened 
at COM'sArena Theat.re June 3 and closed June 27. Since its debut, Westin and the play 
have received kudos galore and with good reason. 

Westin retells in Box Thirteen the intriguing story of Texas' own Lyndon Baines 
Johnson and his highly controversial campaign and disputed win against fonner Texas 
Gov. Coke Stevenson in the 1948 election for the U.S. Senate. Johnson eeked out a 
narrow victory over Stevenson by a miniscule 87 votes after some 203 questionable 
voters' names appeared on the Precinct 13 voting list in Alice, located in Duvall County 
near the Texas-Mexico border. Box T~irteen recounts the alleged ballot box tampering 
incident in a most thought-provoking and entertaining manner. 

Westin, who molded this intriguing story into an outstanding production, said of his 
work, "I have always admired LBJ and was fascinated with the story of the mysterious 
ballot box after I first heard Hubert Humphrey tell it on television back when I was
growing up in Minnesota i:\Rd my father was a state senator." 

See Play Page 7 
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J. Edwin Smith (center), a college classmate of Lyndon Johnson'• and a retired Houston 
attorney, attended the wor1d premier of Jack Weatln's (left) Box Thirteen. Mark Adams waa 
LBJ In W-n·s play about the con1r0¥erslal '48 Senate race. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 
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Editorials/News 

COM was represented at the Cesar Chavez Marcha in Austin March 31. Twenty-nine Hispanic, African
American and Anglo faculty, staff, students, union and COMunity members left COM at 7 a.m. to sup
port House Bill 316 declaring Chavez's birthday, March 31, an optional state holiday. The marcha 
started at noon and lasted until 2 p.m. All participants In the marcha marched up Congress to the 
Capitol. Approximately 500 people took part in the event. The COM group included Professor Alice 
Watford and staff members, Elizabeth Hasserd, Olda Perez and Alice Whistler. The group returned to 
the college at 7 p.m. 

Hillary should not pursue Senate run 

"Hillary wins race for Senate, keeps Clinton spirit alive" 
Does this sound like a headline for the nation's 

newspapers a year from now? Hillary Rodham Clinton 
is highly likely to make a run for the U.S. Senate as a 
candidate from New York. 1 hope that the American 
people, especially the voters from the state of New York 
who will be determining her fate should she run, will see 
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through her thinly veiled attempt to stay in the public 
arena. 

Eight years as first lidy isn't good enough? To have 
one of the highest unofficial titles in the United States 
isn't good enough? Clinton apparently must have an 
elected position of power in order to satisfy herself. The 
truth of the matter is, I wish she and her husband would 
retire to somewhere far away and live the good life of 
retirement where little press coverage is necessary. 

If Clinton wins, we might have to put up with hearing 
things on the evening news, sµch as "Hillary Clinton 
proposes sweeping legislation, wi1h overwhelming 
support from her fellow Democratic senators." Oh boy. 

If Clinton is elected, she would instantly become the 
unofficial Democratic leader in the Senate. After all, 
what Democratic senator is going to have the guts to 
stand up to her? They certainly didn't stand up to 
removing her husband from office. r can just hear 
someone like Sen. Ted Kennedy, raving on and on about 
what a great job Clin1on is doing as senator, the contri
bution to her country being incalculable. 

And why New York? What does Hillary Clinton know 
about the state of New York? She will be serving 
constituents, but how can she serve constituents well 
when she has never lived in New York? This would be 
like, say, Ted Kennedy trying to run for office as a 
senator from Texas, laughable as that is. 

I just hope she will eventually decide against making 
a political run in the fall. I believe the Clintons, both 
Hillary and Bill, have been in the limelight long enough. 
Hillary-please retire. 

Summer 2, fall registration set 
Registration for the second summer session al College 

of the Mainland is set for July 8, 8:30 a.m-1 :30 p.m. and 
5-7 p.m. Late registration is July 12. Telephone registra
tion for current students continues through July 12. Classes 
begin July 12 and run through Aug. 20. 

Fall semester telephone registration runs July 26-Aug. 
31. Returning students may register early on campus Aug. 
16-17; on-campus regular registration is Aug. 24 and 26. 
Clear Creek registration at Clear Creek High Schoot is 
Aug. 25. Fall classes begin Aug. 28 

• 

Do we run computers 
or do they run us? 

Kristy 
Roberts 

The computers are down. If you 're old enough to use 
a computer, which now is gcm:rally around the age you 
learn to walk, you've many times heard the phrase, "the 
co(!lputers are down." In today's society it seems 
everything we do uses a computer. 

A charge has appeared on your credit card statement, 
and you know it is an error. Like most people you pick 
up the phone and call the credit card Company. After the 
phone rings-many times-it is answered by, what else, 
a computer, a computer with a monotone voice at that. 

The computer tells you to listen for your selection 
from the menu. Thank God, there are only nine numbers 
on a tekphone keypad. Finally, when you 're just about 
to fall asleep, you hear a selection that might fit your 
situation. The race has begun. You push the correct 
buttons as quickly as possible, as if doing so would 
make the computer speak any faster. 

Finally, the computer begins to speak, again, and you 
listen carefully as it gives you a new menu of options. 
You make your selection and again there is silence. Will 
the computer give you the information you want? 

The phOne starts to ring, again. Now, you think you 
will get to talk to a real person. Wrong. It's that awful 
monotone voice, back to annoy you again. The computer 
now wants your credit card account number; it also tells 
you to push the pound key. You already know that if you 
don't push the pound key, you'll have to start all over 
again. Your next command is to enter your zip code, and 
finally, the computer accesses your account. 

You hear a click on the line, and you think you 're 
being transferred to a live person who will actually help 
you. Wrong again. You now listen to the computer recite 
your balance, last payment date, next payment date and 
amount due. Since you're holding the statement in your 
hand, you wish the computer would tell you SOJ!lething 
you don't already know. 

The computer begins to speak, yet.again; now you 
listen as if it were the Computer God. You get a new 
menu of options, but there's nO option for your situation. 
Believe it or not, the computer finally tells you to press 
"O" to speak to a customer service representative! 

Now you're put o_r.i hold and hear all the company 
advertising. You can hardly Wt!it to talk 'to a real person 
and find yourself actually getting exciting about that. 
You can't stand the suspense. 

Then you hear a click on the line. The advertising has 
stopped, and the phone rings. A person, a real live 
human being, is asking, "Can I help you?" Feeling 
triumphant, you say you have an error on your statement 
that needs to be co~ted .. But you're completely 
astounded when the representative says: "I am sorry, the 
computers are down!" No explanation, just an apology 
for your inconvenience. You've been defeated by a 
computer, and the real live person can't help you 
because of a computer.· 

When you hang up you are angry. You stomp your 
feet. You pace the floor. You pull out your checkbook, 
and you pay the bill-in full. You pay off the entire 
balance. Now you'll never have to deal with that 
particular computer again. 

As a society we have become totally dependent on 
computers. We pay our bills. we keep track of our 
friends, we do our school work and we even keep our 
appointments by computer. 

We have allowed our computers to run our lives. We 
thought we had more common sense than to let this 
happen. We were supposed to be running the computers. 
What happened?. 

· ·-
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COM water exercise instructor Terri Cornelius demonstrates water aerobics to her Tuesday-Thursday 6:40-7:40 
p.m. class in the college's swimming pool. In the pool from left are Dauette Carothers, Lori Morgan and Jeanette 
Mancill. The water exercise class is part of COM's Continuing Education program. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Higher police visibility reduces campus crime 
Continued from Page 1-----------
of the Gym, locking the front door llnd' the door leading 
outside from the pool area. They allowed people to leave 
the gym only after their bags had been searched. Finally, 
the police asked Murphy to search the women's locker 
room and she found it there. 

Thoug~ the youth at first denied owning the bag, he 
later confessed to Mallette that it was his. 

The suspect is currently free on bond after being taken 
to the Galveston County Jail. No court date has been set. 

Mallette reported that since the May 5 arrest, theft has 
been "way down on campus." He also reported that since 
January "nine cases have been cleared" including theft, 
burglary, panhandling and unauthorized use of a motor 
vehicle. Crime on campus also has decreased since po
lice have become much more visible, patrolling either on 
bike or in the police buggy. 

In other police business, no arrests have been made in 
the bomb hoax which occurred in the TechnicalNocational 
Building April 26. COM Police Officer Thomas Dendy 
said no response from Crimestoppers has been "forwarded 
to us." Mallette said there is a suspect, but they have no 
proof. 

Officer Arbry Clifton reported that at the beginning of 
Summer 1-there-,were some -park+ng-v10lat-ionf'., but after-, 
several days this was no longer a problem because tickets 
were written. Smoking has not been a major problem; 
some warnings have been issued, "but compliance for the 
most part has been pretty good." 

Several new police officers have been added to the Po
lice Team. Officers Judy Cohen, Merle Remmert and Jo
seph Green all began working at the beginning of Sum
mer Session I with the summer high school program. They 
will be part-time officers. 

Summer 1999 InterCOM staff 
Lois M. Anthony is a first-year student at COM and has 
worked at the Galveston County Tax Office as a motor ve
hicle clerk for the past 15 years. Her two lnterCOM stories 
are the first she has ever written for a newspaper. She plans to • 
pursue an education degree to become a primary school teacher. 

Rodney Conley, a former COM student as well as an 
lnterCOM managing editor. is making a guest appearance in 
another of his lnterCOM roles-cartoonist. Since leaving COM 
he has attended Sam Hous1on Siate University and worked at 
the Conroe Courier and the Hun_tsville Item. 

Daniel M, Decker is a theater major at COM. Fall I 999 Will 
mark his fourth semester anending COM and his third semes
ter working with the lnterCOM as a reponer and photogra
pher. When Decker isn't working part-time at Bridgestone/ 
Firestone Inc .• he's usually sleeping, reading, or out-and-about 
causing chaos. 

Patricia Hill has been a COM student since 1995. She has 
worked for the lnterCOM as a staff reporter, photographer, 
assistant editor, layout editor and managing editur. She has 
won four TIPA awards She works for a medical records 
outsourcing company. 

Jennie Mackay has been a ful!-time student at COM for three 
years taking basic courses in transferrable credits, which she 
plans to take to the University of Houston in January 2000 to 

obtain a bachelor of bu:.iness admi[\istration degn;e iri hotel 
and n:staurant management. 

'', ,, 

, 
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Myles Martin is a second-year stude111 at COM and a second
semester journalism student. He has an avid interest in politics 
and sports, and especially enjoys discussing politics. lie hopes 
to attend the University of Texas at Austin in fall 2000 and 
plans to major in communications or political science. On July 

21 he will be trnveling to Washington, D.C.. for the first time. 

C. Royal Moskowitz is a musician, sm1gwriter. writer and 
poet. She also is employed by the COM Bookstore. 

Kristy Roberts is the mother of six children. Shi: .:urrentl y is 
a full-time student at College of the Mainklnd pursuing a bach
elor of science degree. ~fler attending COM. she hopes to 
transfer to Rice University to continue her studies in engi
neering. 

Dan Sellers came to COM on u Ponce de Lwn SchtJ!arship 
searching for the philosopher's stone.-J found the durn thing. -
he sa.id, -but it's loo hig to get into my pi.:kup ... He·s bi:en 
carrying off a little bit each semester and hopes 10 have the 
tusk completed by the year 2060. When nol turning lead into 
gold. Dan works full time for the Texus Departm~nt of Pro
tective and Regulatory Services. 

Cheryl Simmons. after raising her childrrn. is tu king her first 
college class. English 1301. She plans to pursue a degree in 
graphic arts . Simmons works at the University or Houston
Clear Lake and is a volunteer for the Gulf Coast Regional 
Blood Center. 

,·,·, 
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Play recounts '48 race 
Continued from Page 1------~------

"I heard the story again years latef when I was working 
as a di.rector at Houston's Alley Theater. I kept it in a file 
of stories I had and kept coming back to. It took me about 
four and a half years to get it to its present form, and it's a 
compilation of three or four different plays that I wrote 
on the subject." 

Westin related that he did lots of research on LBJ and 
that he received great assistance, in particular, through 
being granted access by the LBJ Library to its exclusive 
archives. There he was able to view private documents 
and receipts from LBJ's life and career. 

COM associate !heater director, Mark Adams, gave a 
brilliant performance as the remarkable and highly color
ful Texas statesman, Lyndon Baines Johnson, later to be
come the president of the United States. Jacki Bynum as 
Lady Bird Johnson was equally magnificent. 

As always, COM's b0doved Cliff fytabry was fantastic 
in his portrayal of John Connally, LBJ's campaign man
ager during Johnson's controversial Senate bid. Connally 
later became governor of Texas. Carolyn Ortiz was out
standing as usual as Norma Jackson, LBJ's campaign or
ganizer and assistant. 

Galveston's Tommy Townsend, a renowned film actor 
with a long list of impressive movie and television cn~d
its, was captivating as George Parr, an alleged catalyst in 
the V.'holc controversy. Rox Thirteen marked Townsend's 
first return appearance to the COM stage since 1979 when 
he performed in The Cherry Orchard. 

Westin has no tour planned at thi.s time for his produc
tion, but some regional exposure is possible. There may 
even be a future mdvie t1eal in the works through one of 
his contacts in New.,York. 

[n addition to the presence of sOme prominent political 
and community figures in the opening night audience, 
Westin said perhaps none was quite as impressive as the 
distinguished guest.Texas Monthly magazine brought to 
opetUng night: the 91-yeai~Jd man..who was LBJ's col
lege roommate, J. Edwin Smith. 

Westin said Smith had ··lots of great stories to tell. and 
he did tell some when I met him that night.·' Westin. who 
has heard many LBJ stories, said he meets many people 
who have their own favorite LBJ story 10 tell. some -of 
which even he has never heard before. 

Westin 's natural affinity for telling a s1ory and making 
it come alive is what makes Box Thirteen such an excep
tional mixture of entertainment. nostalgia and real life 
drama. Westin and his excellent production deserve the 
highest praise and admiration for a job well done and one 
of which Texas can be proud. 

Westin serves as director of the: theater program and 
has directed numerous piays at the Arena Treatre indu.d
ingA Time ro Die. which he wrote. He was the head writer 
for the television series The American Horse and Horse
men which aired nationally in the early '70s. 

BP Amoco plant leaks toxin 
Continued rrom Page 1-----------
danger. He was able to contact the Gym by phone and 
gave lobby attendant Geneva Murph~ the information. 
"But I still went over there b~cause people just kept walk
ing out. Geneva tried to warri them . ., He said many people 
wouldn't listen to him either. 

Huerta was due to get off at Q p.m. but stayed to handle 
the phone. 

Carr stayed pas1 his 11 p.m. time to remain in 1he Fine 
Arts Building with six elderly patrons from in and around 
Texas City who were cautious of the danger. ··1 stayed 
with them until they kft at l l: 10 p.m:· 

He added the TC Fire Department called close to 11 
p.m. to say that the Level 3 had been downgraded. 

However. it was not until q a.m. Friday. June 25. that 
the Fire Department was able tn issue an All-Clear for the 
Levd 3 toxic rdcasc. Police Officer Arbry Clifton said. 

The toxin. Clif1on said was relatively mild. causing the 
same amount of irritation as peeling an onion or smelling 
an open bottle of rubbing alcohol. causing teary eyes and 
a scratchy throat. 
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Sports/Recreation 

An AB League volleyball player prepares to return the ball to the opposing side during league play. The AB 
League is a co-ed league which plays Thursday nights In the COM Gym. Leagues are a part of COM's Continuing 
Education program and run 10-12 weeks. First place team members receive T-shirts. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Summer recreation offered to community 
By JENNIE MACKAY 
Staff Reporter 

Each summer College of the Mainland offers a variety 
of sports and recreational activities to students as well as 
community residents. 

For more information or to register for any of the fol
lowing events, visit the Gym lobby Monday through Fri
day from 7:30 a.m. to 10 p.m., or call (409) 938-1211 or 
toll free 1-888-258-8859, Ext. 417. 

Canoe Camp 
Sign up for Canoe Camp, open to boys and girls ages 

10-14, is July 7. Participation is limited to 14 students 
who will be shown the basic skills needed to maneuver a 
canoe. The students will practice these skills on COM's 
Lake Eckert. The fee for the camp, which takes place July 
12-15, 9:30-11:30 a.m., is $20 per person. 

Table Tennis.Tournament 
A table tennis tournament is scheduled at COM July 

20, beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Gym. Sign up is by July 
15; fee is $4 for non-students and free to credit students. 

Moonlight Madness Fun Run/Walk 
The Moonlight Madness Fun Run/Walk will take place 

on July 3Q at 9 p.m. Sign up is by July 23. The fee is $14. 
The event includes 1- and 3-mile run/walks. Every par
ticipant will receive a T-shirt and can take a refreshing 
dip in the swimming pool afterward. Awards will be given 
to the first, second, third, fourth and fifth overall male 
and female finishers in each event. Participants also are 
eligible for prizes to be given away by a drawing. 

GOALS Soceer Camp 
The GOALS Soccer Camp is designed to improve ,skills 

and tactical awareness of boys and girls ages 5-14. 
GOALS has a fully qualified British coaching staff. Geoff 
Wilding, the camp director, is a former professional player 
in England. He holds an English FA Coaching Badge and 
a USSF National B license. Sign up for soccer camp, 
which runs July 19-23 from 9 a.m.-12 p.m., is at least 
seven days (on or before July 12) prior to camp dates. 
The fee is $80 and registration is limited. Participants are 
to meet at the COM baseball stadium. Information and 
brochures are available at the COM Gym or call toll free 
1-888-22-GOALS. 

Moody Gardens Day liip 
A day trip to Moody Gardens will take place July 16, 9 

a.m. to 3 p.m. The $18 per person fee includes entrance 
to the· new aquarium pyramid, IMAX tickets and trans-
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portation. Participants will have lunch at their own ex
pense at the Garden Restaurant. This trip is greal for all 
ages. Space is limited so sign up early. 

South Llano River Canoe Trip 
South Llano River is located in the Texas Hill Country 

near Junction, and offers_ clean, clear water flowing over 
limestone with many small rapids and falls. The trip is set 
for July 16-18. Departure time is 6 p.m., return at 10 p.m. 
The $66 per person fee includes transportation, camping 
fees and Saturday night's meal. Use of COM canoes is an 
extra $5 per person. Participants will camp in the state 
park on Friday and Saturday evenings, 

Volleyball Camp 
Volleyball Camp will run fro~ July 19-23 and will be 

· held in the College of the Mainland Gym. 1wo sessions, 
Session A . and Session B, are offered. Session A is for 
students entering sixth, seventh, or eighth grade. The times 
are 8:30-11 a.m. SessioO Bis for students entering ninth, 
10th, 11th, or 12th grade and will be from 1-3:30 p.m. 
The fee is $110 per person. The camp will be directed by 
University of Houston head coach, Bill Walton. The camp 
will provide extensive training in the most advanced vol
leyball techniques and tactics as well as a review of fun
damental tecniques. For more information contact t~ 
COM Gym or call (713) 743-9"74. 

Basic River Canoeing 
A classroom session on basic river canoeing, instructed 

by Beverly Dement, will be held Aug. 11 from 7-9:30 
p.m. 1t will be useful in acquainting students with river 
reading and whitewater safety in preparation of the week
end trip. On Aug. 14-15 the class will be held on the San 
Marcos River where students will paddle with a partner 
during the program. Class prerequisite is an American Red 
Cross Fundamentals of Canoeing or American Canoeing 
Association Flatwater certification. The fee is $61 per 
person which includes canoe rental fee, instruction and 
ARC fees. Sign up by Aug. 4 to participate. 

Upper Guadalupe River Canoe Trip 
· To participate in this event, campers are required to have 

whiteWater canoeing experience. This trip will entail ca
noeing from Suttenfuss Crossing to Weidner's Camp on 
Saturday and from Weidner 's Camp to Rebecca Creek 
Road on Sunday. This section of the river has approxi
mately 55 small rapids. This trip begins Aug. 13 at 6 p.m. 
and ends Aug. 15 at 10 p.m. The $49 per person fee in
cludes transportation, camping fees and Saturday night's 
meal. Use of COM canoes is an extra $5 per person. 

'Eighth Wonder' will 
always be remembered 

Patricia 
Hill 

This summer marks the end of an era for Astros fans. 
After this_ season, the boys in blue will pack up and move 
from the Astrodome lo the new Enron Field currently 
under construction in downtown Houston. While I am 
excited about the new stadium, I am going to miss attend
ing baseball games at the Dome. 

I remember the first time I ever attended an Astros game. 
It was in the mid '70s, and I was about 9 years old. The 
Astrodome was only about 10 years old and was still bask
ing in the glow of being the Eighth Wonder of the World. 

It was the largest building I had ever seen. And then 
someone hit a homerun and the original scoreboard came 
lo life. It was the grandest thing my young eyes had ever 
witnessed. Al that moment I became an Astros fan for 
life. It wasn ' t because of the team, it was because of the 
Astrodomc. 

Over the years l have attended as many Astros games 
as I could. I have sat in the good seats right behind the 
dugouts, the cheap seats in the Pavilion and the nosebleed 
seats. I have seen the Astros win big and lose bad. And I 
have enjoyed every game I ever attended. 

Recently, l took my little nieces and nephew to the 
Houston Museum of Natural Science. They are 6-, 7- and 
8-years old, respectively. As we rouoded the curve on 610 
and the Astrodome first came into view, I excitedly said 
to the kids, "Look every\:)ody, we can see the Astrodome." 

One of the girls nonchalantly replied, "I've seen it be
fore." l've never felt that way about the Dome. I'm al
ways on the lookout for the m,oment it comes into view. 

I guess it all com~s down to perception. My first en
counter with the Astrodome was when it was young and 
exciting. My nieces have attended games there since be
fore they can remember, and it has always been old and 
grungy to them. We see different images when we look at 
lhe same stadium. 

They will remember their first game at the brand new 
Enron stadium, with its retractable roof and the largest 
scoreboard in baseball. They may form an attachment 
similar to the one I have for the Astrodome. Perhaps I 
will, too. But next year when I settle in at the new ball 
park to watch the Astros play, it just won't be the same. 

Timothy Elny playa with a basketball In the COM Gym. 
The little boy silggled and laughed as he tossed the 
ball. Not pictured al'8 Timothy's mother, Ina, and his 
sister, Charlotte. (Photo by Dania! M. Decker) 
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Giving 'gift.of life' 
safe,easy,generous 

Cheiyl 
Simmons 

Making the decision to give blood is probably more 
difficult than the actual process of giving it. The fear of 
the unknown may cause hesitation in making the first 
donation. Be a "quiet" hero and give the "gift of life." 

In this country, every 1.3 seconds of every day a unit 
of blood is transfused. That totals up to 65,750 units a 
day or 24 million units a year. Where do blood centers 
and hospitals get all of that blood? Look in the mirror 
and you will see the answer. You, the average adult, 
have 10 to 12 pints of blood in your body right now. 

When you give blood, it i~ separated into three or 
more comJXments. Three of the components are red 
b!ood cells, platelets and plasma. Red blood cells, which· 
carry oxygen from the lungs to other parts of the body, 
must be transfused within 42 days of donation. Platelets, 
which help the blood to clot, must be transfused within 
five days. Plasma, the·fluid part of the blood that 
contains proteins required to control bleeding and keep 
organs functioning properly, is frozen fresh within six 
hours of donation and can be stored frozen for one year. 

People have concerns about donating blood. They are 
afraid of the pain from the needle. If they were dying 
and needed blood, would they tum it down because of 
that same needle that is the bridge to the life-saving 
blood they n.eed? I doubt it. They are fearful of getting 
AIDS from donating. This is a faJse assumption. They 
are concerned about the cleanliness of supplies used at 
the facilities. Supplies used for each donation are sterile, 
disposable and used only once-for your donation. 

Less than one pint of blood is taken in a whole blood 
donation, which takes approximately 30 to 45 minutes. 
The volume donated is replaced within 48 hours. A 
healthy person can donate every eight weeks. 

According to the Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center in 
Houston, it is a fact that if everyone who gave blood 
only once last year would give twice this year, there 
would be no blood shortage. It is also a fact that only 
about 4 percent of the U.S. population donates blood. 

As a volunteer for the Gulf Coast Regional Blood 
Center, it is my responsibility to talk to first-time 
donors, sharing this same information I have shared with 
you. I always thank each donor after he or she has given 
blood by saying: "Thank you for your donation. Your 
blood will save someone's l_ife today." 

Each time I say those words, I am reminded of the 
• first blood drive I worked. A young man's response to 

me was, ••1t was his (Jesus') blood that saved mine." 
Think about it. Give the gift of life; you may be the one 
to receive this priceless gift one day. 

Letter to.editor praises COM 
Thanks so much to Rachel (Delanoix) for her article 

(in the May lnterCOM) "Students waste time whining 
about COM." As someone who moved here seeking a 
better education than what a comparable budget offered 
me at Houston Community College, it is apparent to me 
that those complaining have no basis for comparison! 
Neither HCC nor even the University of Houston allows 
the freedom of access on the Internet that we enjoy at 
COM, and these grounds are far more beautiful than any
thing HCC can present for comparison! The recreational 
and physical education facilities are exceptional for the 
budget of a community college! Yes, every business has 
room for improvement, but dollar for dollar COM out
shines most neighboring community colleges! As with 
most everything in life, our individual experiences here 
at COM are exactly as great as we choose to make them! 

Sheryl Sitts, Full-time COM Student 
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Cinco de Mayo and a ribbon cutting marked the first formal celebration at the new Plaza of the Americas, 
located diagonally across from the main COM entrance on Amburn Road. (Photo by Danlel M. Decker) 

Religion a catalyst for violence or peace 

James 
Templer 

Editor's note: James Templer has been an art professor 
al College of the Mainland since 1976. 

On Sunday, May 23, in Galveston's Moody Memorial 
First United Methodist Church, l listened to a sermon on 
social responsibility. The minister, a district superinten
dent, brought up the Littleton, Colo., shootings. He was 
greatly troubled by the tragedy and by a prevalent 
Christian critique of the tragedy that is bas.ed on 
declarations that this awful act of violence occurred 
because God and prayer are not allowed in our schools. 
The superintendent rejects both implications of that 
argument, and I have to agree with him. But it is the first 
implication-that this and similar acts of violence are 
the direct result of a lack of religious convictions and 
practices in our schools and in society overall-that we, 
as an institution of higher education, must examine and 
discuss. 

Can it be argued that religious convictions and 
practices are, in fact, efficacious means of preventing 
violent acts? I don 't really know for sure and can only 
speculate based on my own limited experiences and 
beliefs which involve only one of hundreds of religions, 
denominations and sects. I think it would be wonderful 
news for society if it were true, but this claim requires 
empirical evidence which, to my knowledge, has not . 
surfaced. I realize that we can find important cases of 
individual conversion (the apostle Paul, for example), 
but that begs the question of the effectiveness of 
religions overall. 

What can be argued with little effort, however, is that 
religious convictions and practices have and can be the 
primary cause of violellt acts, including war and murder. 
We can cite a few of the better known examples: the 
seventh century Islamic fitnah (a rebelli_on); the Mus
lims' jihad (holy war); the car bombs of Shiite fanatics; 
the 11th century Christian crusades; the Thirty Years 
War and the problems in NonhCm Ireland; the murders 
of American abortion clinic workers by Christian 
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· fanatks; the Maccabean wars; and today's struggles 
between the Jews and the Palestinians. We cannot 
simply tum our heads from these contradictions and 
complexities. 

For example, how do we account for the fact that 
devoutly religious people and totally nonreligious 
people alike can be extremely violent? Or be nonvio
lent? What are we to make of the fact that some atheists 
are conscientious objectors, pacifists and humanitarians, 
while some of the most faithful believers in God support 
wars, executions and economic sanctions that rain 
starvation and devastation upon innocent victims? 

The only conclusion we can draw is that religion, in 
and of itself, never has precluded violence. While some 
specific religions, such as the Quakers, Mennonites, or 
Amish, may be non-violent (perhaps there's something 
to be said for the rejection of materialistic and techno
logical excess), they are considered exceptions and 
looked upon by the mainstream as anomalies and 
outsiders. 

I am in no way suggesting that religion does not play 
an eminent role in society and in the lives of believers or 
that it cann,ot make a positive difference. The primary 
point I am -making is that if religion can inspire violence, 
then it caneot be said to always prevent violence. If it 
cannot always prevent violence, then we cannot argue 
that if it played a larger (mandated) role in our schools 
and society there would be less violence. Most impor
tant, we cannot allow an invalid argument, regardless of 
how appealing it may be to some. to distract or dissuade 
us from the already always complex task of identifying 
and analyzing valid factors. 

The educational community must assume the lion's 
share of this burden mainly because it is the common 
ground of all disciplines, including religion. John Dewey 
believed that education is the fundamental method of 
social progress and refonn. What seems to be in dire 
need of reform is our passive acceptance of values apd 
practices that arc poisoning the roots of compassion, 
empathy and respect for people. John Stuart Mill 
described these noble human characteristics as being 
like a tender plant, easily killed, not only by hostile 
influences, bu_t by mere want of sustenance. That we are 
being neglectful of our humanhood is painfully clear. 
That we find the honesty and courage to confront and 
engage our hostile influences is a matter of social 
responsibility. 
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Domestic violence by males rises steadily 
By LOIS M. ANTHONY 
Staff Reporter 

Domestic violence and other related types of violence 
have become an all too frequent occurrence in society 
today. Statistics show that violent acts, particularly against 
women and children, are on a steady rise. 

The Texas Department of Public Safety numbers for 
reported incidents of family violence in Texas between 
1992 and 1996 show an increase of 33,205 documented 
cases. Of all domestic violence incidents, 92 percent con
sist of crimes committed by men against women. 

A woman is battered every 15 seconds in the United 
States, and as violence toward women increases, children 
become victims as well, experiencing a 300 percent in
crease in violence directed against them by a male batterer. 

Happy Spillar, executive director of Women's Resource 
& Crisis Center of Galveston County Inc., staled: "Bat
tering is related to a man's need for power and control 
over another person rather than simply anger. Many 
batterers themselves grew up in a battering situation. 

"A batterer can appear charming, yet also controlling, 
becoming even more controlling over time," SpiUar said. 
"He begins to isolate a woman from her family and friends 
and begins to control how she dresses, where she goes, 
whom she sees and the control over her increases. Rarely 
does an abusive situation improve without intervention." 

Men who commit these crimes may be husbands, ex
husbands or boyfriends. Furthennore, men who display 
such patterns of behavior should be considered as poten
tial abusers. 

The United States has become nearly saturated with vio
lence from various sources. Television, movies, comput-

ers, books, and the Internet many times promote and con
done acts of violence, encouraging people, particularly 
the young, to display violent behavior toward others. 
Beverly McPhail wrote in..;.'Reaping wh.at we sow in the 
ways we rear our boys" in the April 27 Houston Chronicle, 
that attitudes of dominance, power and control that many 
male:. are taught in the ·home and elsewhere have also 
contributed to a rise in violence in the home and at school. 

Though there are no easy solutions to the problem of 
domestic violence, it is apparent the tools of education 
and public awareness provide the best place to start in 
seeking answers to issues of violence and other problems 
in our society. McPhail added in her editorial column that 
the crucial key to eradicating violence in the home, the 
workplace, or at school is to work toward changing faulty 
attitudes concerning gender roles and to search for better 
ways to convey truthful attitudes that build healthy rela
tionships between people. She indicated that open dia
logue and honest communication are important factors 
that can serve to bring about positive changes and effect 
lasting solutions to the tragedy of violence and abuse. 

If you or someone you know is a victim of domestic 
violence, help is available by calling the National Do
mestic Violence Hotline al 1-800-799-SAFE (7233). In 
Galveston County women can call a 24-hour hotline at lw 
888-919-SAFE (7233) to obtain shelter, food, help with 
financial, legal, medical or transportation services. Coun
seling also is available. In South Galveston County women 
may call (409) 765-SAFE; and the League City Outreach 
Office at (281) 557-9051. 

To volunteer services, call the administrative office of 
the Women's Resource & Crisis Center of Galveston 
County at (409) 763-1441. 

Early detection _first step to surviving skin cancer 
If you don't practice sun-smart habits, you may be one 

of the estimated 1 million people to develop skin cancer, 
a press release from the American Cancer Society states. 

"The American Cancer Society recommends avoiding 
midday sun between LO a.m. and 4 p.m. when the sun is 
at its strongest," said physician, Dr. William Ramsdell, 
spokesman for the American Cancer Society. 

People with light skin or those who bum easily are most 
at risk for skin cancer, but darker-skinned people also can 
develop skin cancer, including malignant melanoma. 

The most common warning sign of skin cancer is a pre
existing mole 01 the appearance of a new mole or growth. 

Other skin cancers may appear as pearly, flesh-colored or 
5Caly bumps that may bleed. Melanomas look like moles 
with irregular coloration (black, brown, white or blue) 
and ragged uneven borders; they may be flat or raised. If 
these conditions exist. see a dermatologist. 

"Early detection is the key to surviving skin cancer, 

especially rpalignant melanoma, which can spread quickly 
if left undetected," Dr. Ramsdell said. Localized malig
nant melanoma is highly curable with a 96 percent sur
vivJl rate. If cancer spreads survival drops to 12 ~rcent. 

For more information contact the American Cancer So
ciety at 1-800-227-2345 or www.cancer.org on the Web. 
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COM seminars offer 
homeschool support 
By DAN SELLERS 
Staff Reporter 

In Texas homeschooling is growing in popularity as an 
alternative to public school education. 

lndividualS who object to the quality and character of 
public education and who cannot afford private school 
tuition or find the values of private schools equally unac
ceptable can legally school their own children. 

Homeschooling has always been a parental right in 
Texas. Many homeschoolers fe·el bullied by the public 
school system to provide information beyond the scope 
of the law. Rights sometimes must be defended. 

In September 1987, Judge Charles Murray, in the case 
of Gary W. Leeper et al vs. Arlington School District, ruled 
that homeschools are private schools. 

Under the Texas Constitution, private schools are not 
regulated by the state. Texas does have a compulsory 
school attendance law for children between the ages of 6 
through 17, Section 25.085 of the Texas Legal Code. This 
means that a child must attend a school either public or 
private. Since homeschools arc defined by the court as 
private schools, attendance at homeschool fulfills the com
pulsory attendance requirement to satisfy Texas law. 

"' The school must actually e)(ist and run as a school. 
"' A written curriculum must cover the ba.<,ics of math, 

grammar, reading, spel!Lng and good citizenship. 
• Parents must cooperate with reasonable inquiries from 

school district attendance officers to ensure compliance 
with the compulsory attendance laws. 

College of the Mainland provides support to home
schoolers through its Continuing Education program. It 
is the intent of the college "to offer facilities to 
homeschoolers which meet their unique needs and to en
courage the fr participation in college upon graduation from 
homeschool." 

Two seminars, Home School Principles and Maintain
ing Student Records, are taught by Lynette Criddle at 
COM in the evening from 7 to 9:30 p.m. The first semi
nar already is in progress; the second begins July 8. 

Criddle describes the first course as covering basic ques
tions for first-time homeschoolers, such as materials, cur
riculum and legality. The second course is "for people 
concerned about high school or college entrance and cov
ers basic transcripts, testing, records and schedules." 

Criddle, who has successfully homeschooled five of her 
eight children, says, "Every home should be a place of 
learning. It's up tO each family to decide the extent." 

Criddle's oldest son attended COM and is now work

ing in Dallas. Describing herself as "strong learner," 
Criddle feels that direct parental involvement and hard 
work are key elements to edllcational success. She also 
freely draws on the local homeschooling support group 
and other homeschool teachers to provide expertise in ar
eas where her competence does not extend. 

For homeschools, Texas law has no requirements for 
standardized testing, teacher certification or registration 
in the district of residence. 

Public schools require 170 days of school attendance, 
but this does not apply to homeschools as long as they are 
run in a bona fide 01anner. Simply put, home ~chools are 
private schools and private schools in Texas are allowed 
freedom to pursue lheir vision of education. 

Until recently, homeschools in the United States and in 
Texas particularly were rare. The purpose of the public 
school was thought to be to grOOm future citizens to serve 
the state. Privale schools, while in many instances offer
ing a better education, basically accepted this position. 

Population growth, multiculturalism, discipline prob
lems, expanded personal rights, a distrust of govemmen~. 
declining program quality, complacent officials, and court
mandated policies and programs led many citizens to be
lieve that they had lost personal control of their school 
system and their children's future. 

See Homeschooling Page S 
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Homeschooling viable 
option to public schools 
Continued from Page 4-----------

The reaction was predictable. History is filled with 
people whose strong personal commitments to their val
ues and beliefs led to alternatives. And so the modem 
homeschool movement was born in the early 1980s. 

The daily schedule for the Criddle homeschool is a hu
mane and intelligent approach to the organization of a 
large family intent on spending creative time together. The 
Criddles emphasize a Christian approach to education. 

While Christian organizations are pioneers in the cur
rent homeschool movement, a variety of other home
schools with various religious, cultural and ethnic orien
tations exist. Children in remote areas also are served by 
tiomeschooJs. The schools are as varied as the people who 
organize and run them. 

Is there a downside to homeschooling? Properly run 
homeschools require time and resources. The family con
sidering homeschooling is forced to commit the labor of 
at least one member of the family, usually the children's 
mother, to the homeschooling project. In a country where 
a two'..income family has become the norm, this repre
sents a large sacrifice. 

What is in the future for homeschools? Undoubtedly, 
the homeschool movement finds fertile ground in the cha
otic and fragmented cultural conditions of late 20th cenw 
tury America. Gender gaps, generation gaps, racial and 
ethnic compartmentalization, and the widening gulf be
tween social classes give the impression that America is 
at war with itself. 

Public schools cannot escape correction indefinitely. If 
the public school system is reformed, perhaps home
schools will become a pleasant anachronism instead of a 
viable alternative to public education. 

J(elll Joiner, 5, and Trinity Jones, 6, take a break in a tube in the COM Child Development Lab School 
playground. The two girls are participating In summer child care at the school. Children In the summer 
program range in age from 18 months to 11 years. Child care is available in the fall and spring semesters 
and open to students, faculty, staff and the community. The fall daycare [Olis are full, but a wailing list is 
available. Registration for evening child care Is during regular on-cainplls registration. The registration 
fee Is $5, and tuition is $3 per evening. Children must be 3-11 and ~Y trained. (Photo by Gina Caatro) 
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Renowned psychic channels horoscope predictions 
r",....,.,... ___ ==-----1 Editor 's note: After extended 

negotiations lnterCOM has 
obtained the services of that 
celebrated continental 
psychic Madam Sophie de la 
Mancha Zaragoza of 

Extremador. Madam 
Zaragoza has offered her 
services to the crowned heads 
of Europe and is currently On 
retainer to the Baron Von 
Munchasen of lower Batavia. 
Madam '.S' predictions are only 
for the entertainment and 
edification of lnterCOM S 

Madam Sophie Zaragoza readers. 

July/August transmed.ial interpretations as revealed to 
Madam Zaragosa by NOSTRO DANUS • 

AQUARIUS 1/21 to 2/19-As Aquarians p~ through the 
summer solstice, health problems related to the summer heal 
are extremely likely. Sunstroke, sunburn and dehydration 
threaten water-lovingAquarians as they pursue their natural in
clination to outdoor recreation, sunbathing and water play. In 
the fun-filled solar environment, Aquarians are inclined to ex
cessive bursts of passion or anger followed by deep regret. Take 
10 deep breaths before disciplining children or engaging in new 
romantic interests. No unusual financial benefits are likely this 
month. Give animals around the home special attention. 

PISCES 2/20 to 3/20-A strong possibility of financial gain 
is emerging. but Piscians are-going to have to seize the initia
tive. Avoid itinerant work.men, door-to-door salesmen and poli
ticians. Quality workmanship is more expensive but lasts longer. 
Harmonious relationsh.ips at home are almost guaranteed this 
month. Sleep late and concentrate your energies. Your best work. 
will be done in lhe evening hours. Back problems are common 
this month. Avoid lifti~g and physical activities that stress the 
back and the neck. A pleasant nostalgic moment will create a 
rapturous evening in the near future. 

ARJES 3/21 to 4/20-The Ram is on a roll, charging in where 
angels fear to tread. Cwb that impulsive behavior or you're likely 
to end up in serious trouble. Adventure in far away places sings 
its siren song. Go ahead, indulge yourself, but stick to the guided 
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tour. Many opportunities abound for travel related to your oc
cupation. Health problems are unlikely this month. Money prob
lems are a strong possibility al the end of the month. Opposites 
attract, so prepare for an unusual encounter. 

TAURUS 4/21 to 5/21-This month the butrs mental facul
ties are at their peak. Take advantage of this gift by engaging in 
intellectual activities. You will receive good advice from an evil 
counselor. Take this advice with caution, but do not commit 
yourself to this person or follow his example. Because of a pre
occupation with business matters, your love life will suffer a 
reversal. Correct this situation immediately before serious dam
age is done. A summer cold is likely lo overtake you this month. 
Take precautions against infection by gelling proper rest and 
eating a balanced diet. An expensive accident around the home 
is a strong possibility. Beware of fire in your residence. 

GEMlNI 5/22 to 6/21-lwins are well-mannere9. and polile 
individuals, but this month, unless you are very careful, you 
are going to become quite upset. This could be serious enough 
to involve the law. Consider your options carefully before com
mitting your stars to fiery suns. You will receive a message from 
a trusted friend, probably concerning money. This is the month 
to deny those creative, whimsical impulses and gel down to 
hard work. Try completing those unfinished projects. Look for 
a confidential message from a secret admirer. 

CANCER 6/22 to 7/23-A.ll right, it's your birthday. Go ahead, 
loosen up and splur.ge. A couple of pieces of birthday cake are 
not going to ruin your diet. The Crab always needs reassurance 
when dealing with issues of self-denial. Remember the good 
news, you are not only a year older but a year wiser. Check any 
new enterprises carefully. Some loss is unavoidable. Now is a 

great time to clean out your closet and desk. New health prob
lems for Cancer this month are almost non-existent. You are 
going to receive an unusual proposition in the near future. 

LEO 7124 to 8/23--Leos are ready for romance this month, 
but unless there is a change in the cosmic ether, expect the same 
old same old. Anlicipale an invitation to a party where some
one will be watching. Lock up your valuables; a theft is an 
eminent possibility. Leos should be prepared for a conflict with
out an immediate resolution. Hang in there; you are a winner in 
the end. Prepare for some travel in the near future. Don't muzzle 
the ox that treads the grain. Treat business associates gener
ously to encourage further profitable dealings. 

VTRGO 8/24 to 9/23-Despite strong personal doubts, you 
must maintain confidence in your ability to provide leadership. 

• 

Don ' t let them see you sweat. Dccausc of business concerns. 
your home life will be somewhat ch.aotic. Take a few minutes 
each day to sit down and center yourself. Remind yourself that 
this period of anxiety is temporary and there are better things to 
come. Consider letting go of some of that self-control to free 
up your creative self. Position yoursdf for unexpected rewards. 

UBRA 9124 to 10123-Enough of this temperance stuff; it's 
time to step on a few tails, take some names and get the job 
done. You ' ve been sweet and you've been nice, but that just 
hasn't worked. This is war and you are declaring ii. Take care, 
some people are going to resent the new you. Be ready to re
ward all those who support your endeavors. Now, before you 
strap on that sword and buckler, remember that you can bring 
happiness to the life of a small child with a simple act Or com
passion. This will ensure balance in your mental constitution 
during this slressful month. 

SCORPIO 10/24 to 11/22--Household maintenance problems 
will create h.avoc with your daily schedule. Check for loose or 
leaky pipes and faucets around the house. Have your bollle of 
aspirin at the ready. You can avoid a speeding ticket by exercis
ing more caution. Seek lo develop your non-visual senses. En
joy some good music or take in a play. Your animal friends may 
lake advantage of your good nature this monlh. You will be 
required to perform a difficult balanctng act but success is as
sured. Focus on future income with summer employment. A 
dramatic role in mediating occupational conflicts is about to be 
yours. Expect a promotion. 

SAGITTARIUS 11/23 to 12/21--Dark forces from the past 
wear away at your present harmonious situation. Now is the 
time to check on those small trivialities like leaving extra house 
keys.with a trusted neighbor. There is a tall outsider in your 
future and a great deal of positive change. Check the oil in your 
car and the wear on those tires. Work performed for you by a 
trusted friend will not meet your specifications, but this is not 
his fault. Give careful and clear e,i:planations of your desires. 

CAPRJCORN 12/22 to 1 /20--Children under the sign of the 
Goat need lo look dowA and not forward to receive an unex
pected surprise. Wealth related to commerce is al your finger
tips. A friend who is deeply spiritual will approach you for a 
loan. Beware of her inability to control her finances because 
that will lead lo future disasters. Careful craftsmanship will 
ensure you against disaster. Supervise yourself and your ap
prentices.carefully. Goal parents will be exasperated by their 
children. Don't let the kids get your goal. 
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CAU.. 
NOW· 

Domestic violence by males rises steadily 
By LOIS M. ANTHONY 
Staff Reporter 

Domestic violence and other related types of violence 
have become an all too frequent occurrence in society 
today. Statistics show that violent acts, particularly against 
women and children, are on a steady rise. 

The Texas Department of Public Safety numbers for 
reported incidents of family violence in Texas between 
1992 and 1996 show an increase of 33,205 documented 
cases. Of all domestic violence incidents, 92 percent con
sist of crimes committed by men against women. 

A woman is battered every 15 seconds in the United 
States, and as violence toward women increases, children 
become victims as well, experiencing a 300 percent in
crease in violence directed against them by a male batterer. 

Happy Spillar, executive director of Women's Resource 
& Crisis Center of Galveston County Inc., staled: "Bat
tering is related to a man's need for power and control 
over another person rather than simply anger. Many 
batterers themselves grew up in a battering situation. 

"A batterer can appear charming, yet also controlling, 
becoming even more controlling over time," SpiUar said. 
"He begins to isolate a woman from her family and friends 
and begins to control how she dresses, where she goes, 
whom she sees and the control over her increases. Rarely 
does an abusive situation improve without intervention." 

Men who commit these crimes may be husbands, ex
husbands or boyfriends. Furthennore, men who display 
such patterns of behavior should be considered as poten
tial abusers. 

The United States has become nearly saturated with vio
lence from various sources. Television, movies, comput-

ers, books, and the Internet many times promote and con
done acts of violence, encouraging people, particularly 
the young, to display violent behavior toward others. 
Beverly McPhail wrote in..;.'Reaping wh.at we sow in the 
ways we rear our boys" in the April 27 Houston Chronicle, 
that attitudes of dominance, power and control that many 
male:. are taught in the ·home and elsewhere have also 
contributed to a rise in violence in the home and at school. 

Though there are no easy solutions to the problem of 
domestic violence, it is apparent the tools of education 
and public awareness provide the best place to start in 
seeking answers to issues of violence and other problems 
in our society. McPhail added in her editorial column that 
the crucial key to eradicating violence in the home, the 
workplace, or at school is to work toward changing faulty 
attitudes concerning gender roles and to search for better 
ways to convey truthful attitudes that build healthy rela
tionships between people. She indicated that open dia
logue and honest communication are important factors 
that can serve to bring about positive changes and effect 
lasting solutions to the tragedy of violence and abuse. 

If you or someone you know is a victim of domestic 
violence, help is available by calling the National Do
mestic Violence Hotline al 1-800-799-SAFE (7233). In 
Galveston County women can call a 24-hour hotline at lw 
888-919-SAFE (7233) to obtain shelter, food, help with 
financial, legal, medical or transportation services. Coun
seling also is available. In South Galveston County women 
may call (409) 765-SAFE; and the League City Outreach 
Office at (281) 557-9051. 

To volunteer services, call the administrative office of 
the Women's Resource & Crisis Center of Galveston 
County at (409) 763-1441. 

Early detection _first step to surviving skin cancer 
If you don't practice sun-smart habits, you may be one 

of the estimated 1 million people to develop skin cancer, 
a press release from the American Cancer Society states. 

"The American Cancer Society recommends avoiding 
midday sun between LO a.m. and 4 p.m. when the sun is 
at its strongest," said physician, Dr. William Ramsdell, 
spokesman for the American Cancer Society. 

People with light skin or those who bum easily are most 
at risk for skin cancer, but darker-skinned people also can 
develop skin cancer, including malignant melanoma. 

The most common warning sign of skin cancer is a pre
existing mole 01 the appearance of a new mole or growth. 

Other skin cancers may appear as pearly, flesh-colored or 
5Caly bumps that may bleed. Melanomas look like moles 
with irregular coloration (black, brown, white or blue) 
and ragged uneven borders; they may be flat or raised. If 
these conditions exist. see a dermatologist. 

"Early detection is the key to surviving skin cancer, 

especially rpalignant melanoma, which can spread quickly 
if left undetected," Dr. Ramsdell said. Localized malig
nant melanoma is highly curable with a 96 percent sur
vivJl rate. If cancer spreads survival drops to 12 ~rcent. 

For more information contact the American Cancer So
ciety at 1-800-227-2345 or www.cancer.org on the Web. 
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COM seminars offer 
homeschool support 
By DAN SELLERS 
Staff Reporter 

In Texas homeschooling is growing in popularity as an 
alternative to public school education. 

lndividualS who object to the quality and character of 
public education and who cannot afford private school 
tuition or find the values of private schools equally unac
ceptable can legally school their own children. 

Homeschooling has always been a parental right in 
Texas. Many homeschoolers fe·el bullied by the public 
school system to provide information beyond the scope 
of the law. Rights sometimes must be defended. 

In September 1987, Judge Charles Murray, in the case 
of Gary W. Leeper et al vs. Arlington School District, ruled 
that homeschools are private schools. 

Under the Texas Constitution, private schools are not 
regulated by the state. Texas does have a compulsory 
school attendance law for children between the ages of 6 
through 17, Section 25.085 of the Texas Legal Code. This 
means that a child must attend a school either public or 
private. Since homeschools arc defined by the court as 
private schools, attendance at homeschool fulfills the com
pulsory attendance requirement to satisfy Texas law. 

"' The school must actually e)(ist and run as a school. 
"' A written curriculum must cover the ba.<,ics of math, 

grammar, reading, spel!Lng and good citizenship. 
• Parents must cooperate with reasonable inquiries from 

school district attendance officers to ensure compliance 
with the compulsory attendance laws. 

College of the Mainland provides support to home
schoolers through its Continuing Education program. It 
is the intent of the college "to offer facilities to 
homeschoolers which meet their unique needs and to en
courage the fr participation in college upon graduation from 
homeschool." 

Two seminars, Home School Principles and Maintain
ing Student Records, are taught by Lynette Criddle at 
COM in the evening from 7 to 9:30 p.m. The first semi
nar already is in progress; the second begins July 8. 

Criddle describes the first course as covering basic ques
tions for first-time homeschoolers, such as materials, cur
riculum and legality. The second course is "for people 
concerned about high school or college entrance and cov
ers basic transcripts, testing, records and schedules." 

Criddle, who has successfully homeschooled five of her 
eight children, says, "Every home should be a place of 
learning. It's up tO each family to decide the extent." 

Criddle's oldest son attended COM and is now work

ing in Dallas. Describing herself as "strong learner," 
Criddle feels that direct parental involvement and hard 
work are key elements to edllcational success. She also 
freely draws on the local homeschooling support group 
and other homeschool teachers to provide expertise in ar
eas where her competence does not extend. 

For homeschools, Texas law has no requirements for 
standardized testing, teacher certification or registration 
in the district of residence. 

Public schools require 170 days of school attendance, 
but this does not apply to homeschools as long as they are 
run in a bona fide 01anner. Simply put, home ~chools are 
private schools and private schools in Texas are allowed 
freedom to pursue lheir vision of education. 

Until recently, homeschools in the United States and in 
Texas particularly were rare. The purpose of the public 
school was thought to be to grOOm future citizens to serve 
the state. Privale schools, while in many instances offer
ing a better education, basically accepted this position. 

Population growth, multiculturalism, discipline prob
lems, expanded personal rights, a distrust of govemmen~. 
declining program quality, complacent officials, and court
mandated policies and programs led many citizens to be
lieve that they had lost personal control of their school 
system and their children's future. 

See Homeschooling Page S 
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Homeschooling viable 
option to public schools 
Continued from Page 4-----------

The reaction was predictable. History is filled with 
people whose strong personal commitments to their val
ues and beliefs led to alternatives. And so the modem 
homeschool movement was born in the early 1980s. 

The daily schedule for the Criddle homeschool is a hu
mane and intelligent approach to the organization of a 
large family intent on spending creative time together. The 
Criddles emphasize a Christian approach to education. 

While Christian organizations are pioneers in the cur
rent homeschool movement, a variety of other home
schools with various religious, cultural and ethnic orien
tations exist. Children in remote areas also are served by 
tiomeschooJs. The schools are as varied as the people who 
organize and run them. 

Is there a downside to homeschooling? Properly run 
homeschools require time and resources. The family con
sidering homeschooling is forced to commit the labor of 
at least one member of the family, usually the children's 
mother, to the homeschooling project. In a country where 
a two'..income family has become the norm, this repre
sents a large sacrifice. 

What is in the future for homeschools? Undoubtedly, 
the homeschool movement finds fertile ground in the cha
otic and fragmented cultural conditions of late 20th cenw 
tury America. Gender gaps, generation gaps, racial and 
ethnic compartmentalization, and the widening gulf be
tween social classes give the impression that America is 
at war with itself. 

Public schools cannot escape correction indefinitely. If 
the public school system is reformed, perhaps home
schools will become a pleasant anachronism instead of a 
viable alternative to public education. 

J(elll Joiner, 5, and Trinity Jones, 6, take a break in a tube in the COM Child Development Lab School 
playground. The two girls are participating In summer child care at the school. Children In the summer 
program range in age from 18 months to 11 years. Child care is available in the fall and spring semesters 
and open to students, faculty, staff and the community. The fall daycare [Olis are full, but a wailing list is 
available. Registration for evening child care Is during regular on-cainplls registration. The registration 
fee Is $5, and tuition is $3 per evening. Children must be 3-11 and ~Y trained. (Photo by Gina Caatro) 
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Renowned psychic channels horoscope predictions 
r",....,.,... ___ ==-----1 Editor 's note: After extended 

negotiations lnterCOM has 
obtained the services of that 
celebrated continental 
psychic Madam Sophie de la 
Mancha Zaragoza of 

Extremador. Madam 
Zaragoza has offered her 
services to the crowned heads 
of Europe and is currently On 
retainer to the Baron Von 
Munchasen of lower Batavia. 
Madam '.S' predictions are only 
for the entertainment and 
edification of lnterCOM S 

Madam Sophie Zaragoza readers. 

July/August transmed.ial interpretations as revealed to 
Madam Zaragosa by NOSTRO DANUS • 

AQUARIUS 1/21 to 2/19-As Aquarians p~ through the 
summer solstice, health problems related to the summer heal 
are extremely likely. Sunstroke, sunburn and dehydration 
threaten water-lovingAquarians as they pursue their natural in
clination to outdoor recreation, sunbathing and water play. In 
the fun-filled solar environment, Aquarians are inclined to ex
cessive bursts of passion or anger followed by deep regret. Take 
10 deep breaths before disciplining children or engaging in new 
romantic interests. No unusual financial benefits are likely this 
month. Give animals around the home special attention. 

PISCES 2/20 to 3/20-A strong possibility of financial gain 
is emerging. but Piscians are-going to have to seize the initia
tive. Avoid itinerant work.men, door-to-door salesmen and poli
ticians. Quality workmanship is more expensive but lasts longer. 
Harmonious relationsh.ips at home are almost guaranteed this 
month. Sleep late and concentrate your energies. Your best work. 
will be done in lhe evening hours. Back problems are common 
this month. Avoid lifti~g and physical activities that stress the 
back and the neck. A pleasant nostalgic moment will create a 
rapturous evening in the near future. 

ARJES 3/21 to 4/20-The Ram is on a roll, charging in where 
angels fear to tread. Cwb that impulsive behavior or you're likely 
to end up in serious trouble. Adventure in far away places sings 
its siren song. Go ahead, indulge yourself, but stick to the guided 

• 

• 

tour. Many opportunities abound for travel related to your oc
cupation. Health problems are unlikely this month. Money prob
lems are a strong possibility al the end of the month. Opposites 
attract, so prepare for an unusual encounter. 

TAURUS 4/21 to 5/21-This month the butrs mental facul
ties are at their peak. Take advantage of this gift by engaging in 
intellectual activities. You will receive good advice from an evil 
counselor. Take this advice with caution, but do not commit 
yourself to this person or follow his example. Because of a pre
occupation with business matters, your love life will suffer a 
reversal. Correct this situation immediately before serious dam
age is done. A summer cold is likely lo overtake you this month. 
Take precautions against infection by gelling proper rest and 
eating a balanced diet. An expensive accident around the home 
is a strong possibility. Beware of fire in your residence. 

GEMlNI 5/22 to 6/21-lwins are well-mannere9. and polile 
individuals, but this month, unless you are very careful, you 
are going to become quite upset. This could be serious enough 
to involve the law. Consider your options carefully before com
mitting your stars to fiery suns. You will receive a message from 
a trusted friend, probably concerning money. This is the month 
to deny those creative, whimsical impulses and gel down to 
hard work. Try completing those unfinished projects. Look for 
a confidential message from a secret admirer. 

CANCER 6/22 to 7/23-A.ll right, it's your birthday. Go ahead, 
loosen up and splur.ge. A couple of pieces of birthday cake are 
not going to ruin your diet. The Crab always needs reassurance 
when dealing with issues of self-denial. Remember the good 
news, you are not only a year older but a year wiser. Check any 
new enterprises carefully. Some loss is unavoidable. Now is a 

great time to clean out your closet and desk. New health prob
lems for Cancer this month are almost non-existent. You are 
going to receive an unusual proposition in the near future. 

LEO 7124 to 8/23--Leos are ready for romance this month, 
but unless there is a change in the cosmic ether, expect the same 
old same old. Anlicipale an invitation to a party where some
one will be watching. Lock up your valuables; a theft is an 
eminent possibility. Leos should be prepared for a conflict with
out an immediate resolution. Hang in there; you are a winner in 
the end. Prepare for some travel in the near future. Don't muzzle 
the ox that treads the grain. Treat business associates gener
ously to encourage further profitable dealings. 

VTRGO 8/24 to 9/23-Despite strong personal doubts, you 
must maintain confidence in your ability to provide leadership. 

• 

Don ' t let them see you sweat. Dccausc of business concerns. 
your home life will be somewhat ch.aotic. Take a few minutes 
each day to sit down and center yourself. Remind yourself that 
this period of anxiety is temporary and there are better things to 
come. Consider letting go of some of that self-control to free 
up your creative self. Position yoursdf for unexpected rewards. 

UBRA 9124 to 10123-Enough of this temperance stuff; it's 
time to step on a few tails, take some names and get the job 
done. You ' ve been sweet and you've been nice, but that just 
hasn't worked. This is war and you are declaring ii. Take care, 
some people are going to resent the new you. Be ready to re
ward all those who support your endeavors. Now, before you 
strap on that sword and buckler, remember that you can bring 
happiness to the life of a small child with a simple act Or com
passion. This will ensure balance in your mental constitution 
during this slressful month. 

SCORPIO 10/24 to 11/22--Household maintenance problems 
will create h.avoc with your daily schedule. Check for loose or 
leaky pipes and faucets around the house. Have your bollle of 
aspirin at the ready. You can avoid a speeding ticket by exercis
ing more caution. Seek lo develop your non-visual senses. En
joy some good music or take in a play. Your animal friends may 
lake advantage of your good nature this monlh. You will be 
required to perform a difficult balanctng act but success is as
sured. Focus on future income with summer employment. A 
dramatic role in mediating occupational conflicts is about to be 
yours. Expect a promotion. 

SAGITTARIUS 11/23 to 12/21--Dark forces from the past 
wear away at your present harmonious situation. Now is the 
time to check on those small trivialities like leaving extra house 
keys.with a trusted neighbor. There is a tall outsider in your 
future and a great deal of positive change. Check the oil in your 
car and the wear on those tires. Work performed for you by a 
trusted friend will not meet your specifications, but this is not 
his fault. Give careful and clear e,i:planations of your desires. 

CAPRJCORN 12/22 to 1 /20--Children under the sign of the 
Goat need lo look dowA and not forward to receive an unex
pected surprise. Wealth related to commerce is al your finger
tips. A friend who is deeply spiritual will approach you for a 
loan. Beware of her inability to control her finances because 
that will lead lo future disasters. Careful craftsmanship will 
ensure you against disaster. Supervise yourself and your ap
prentices.carefully. Goal parents will be exasperated by their 
children. Don't let the kids get your goal. 
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Sports/Recreation 

An AB League volleyball player prepares to return the ball to the opposing side during league play. The AB 
League is a co-ed league which plays Thursday nights In the COM Gym. Leagues are a part of COM's Continuing 
Education program and run 10-12 weeks. First place team members receive T-shirts. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Summer recreation offered to community 
By JENNIE MACKAY 
Staff Reporter 

Each summer College of the Mainland offers a variety 
of sports and recreational activities to students as well as 
community residents. 

For more information or to register for any of the fol
lowing events, visit the Gym lobby Monday through Fri
day from 7:30 a.m. to 10 p.m., or call (409) 938-1211 or 
toll free 1-888-258-8859, Ext. 417. 

Canoe Camp 
Sign up for Canoe Camp, open to boys and girls ages 

10-14, is July 7. Participation is limited to 14 students 
who will be shown the basic skills needed to maneuver a 
canoe. The students will practice these skills on COM's 
Lake Eckert. The fee for the camp, which takes place July 
12-15, 9:30-11:30 a.m., is $20 per person. 

Table Tennis.Tournament 
A table tennis tournament is scheduled at COM July 

20, beginning at 6:30 p.m. in the Gym. Sign up is by July 
15; fee is $4 for non-students and free to credit students. 

Moonlight Madness Fun Run/Walk 
The Moonlight Madness Fun Run/Walk will take place 

on July 3Q at 9 p.m. Sign up is by July 23. The fee is $14. 
The event includes 1- and 3-mile run/walks. Every par
ticipant will receive a T-shirt and can take a refreshing 
dip in the swimming pool afterward. Awards will be given 
to the first, second, third, fourth and fifth overall male 
and female finishers in each event. Participants also are 
eligible for prizes to be given away by a drawing. 

GOALS Soceer Camp 
The GOALS Soccer Camp is designed to improve ,skills 

and tactical awareness of boys and girls ages 5-14. 
GOALS has a fully qualified British coaching staff. Geoff 
Wilding, the camp director, is a former professional player 
in England. He holds an English FA Coaching Badge and 
a USSF National B license. Sign up for soccer camp, 
which runs July 19-23 from 9 a.m.-12 p.m., is at least 
seven days (on or before July 12) prior to camp dates. 
The fee is $80 and registration is limited. Participants are 
to meet at the COM baseball stadium. Information and 
brochures are available at the COM Gym or call toll free 
1-888-22-GOALS. 

Moody Gardens Day liip 
A day trip to Moody Gardens will take place July 16, 9 

a.m. to 3 p.m. The $18 per person fee includes entrance 
to the· new aquarium pyramid, IMAX tickets and trans-

• 

portation. Participants will have lunch at their own ex
pense at the Garden Restaurant. This trip is greal for all 
ages. Space is limited so sign up early. 

South Llano River Canoe Trip 
South Llano River is located in the Texas Hill Country 

near Junction, and offers_ clean, clear water flowing over 
limestone with many small rapids and falls. The trip is set 
for July 16-18. Departure time is 6 p.m., return at 10 p.m. 
The $66 per person fee includes transportation, camping 
fees and Saturday night's meal. Use of COM canoes is an 
extra $5 per person. Participants will camp in the state 
park on Friday and Saturday evenings, 

Volleyball Camp 
Volleyball Camp will run fro~ July 19-23 and will be 

· held in the College of the Mainland Gym. 1wo sessions, 
Session A . and Session B, are offered. Session A is for 
students entering sixth, seventh, or eighth grade. The times 
are 8:30-11 a.m. SessioO Bis for students entering ninth, 
10th, 11th, or 12th grade and will be from 1-3:30 p.m. 
The fee is $110 per person. The camp will be directed by 
University of Houston head coach, Bill Walton. The camp 
will provide extensive training in the most advanced vol
leyball techniques and tactics as well as a review of fun
damental tecniques. For more information contact t~ 
COM Gym or call (713) 743-9"74. 

Basic River Canoeing 
A classroom session on basic river canoeing, instructed 

by Beverly Dement, will be held Aug. 11 from 7-9:30 
p.m. 1t will be useful in acquainting students with river 
reading and whitewater safety in preparation of the week
end trip. On Aug. 14-15 the class will be held on the San 
Marcos River where students will paddle with a partner 
during the program. Class prerequisite is an American Red 
Cross Fundamentals of Canoeing or American Canoeing 
Association Flatwater certification. The fee is $61 per 
person which includes canoe rental fee, instruction and 
ARC fees. Sign up by Aug. 4 to participate. 

Upper Guadalupe River Canoe Trip 
· To participate in this event, campers are required to have 

whiteWater canoeing experience. This trip will entail ca
noeing from Suttenfuss Crossing to Weidner's Camp on 
Saturday and from Weidner 's Camp to Rebecca Creek 
Road on Sunday. This section of the river has approxi
mately 55 small rapids. This trip begins Aug. 13 at 6 p.m. 
and ends Aug. 15 at 10 p.m. The $49 per person fee in
cludes transportation, camping fees and Saturday night's 
meal. Use of COM canoes is an extra $5 per person. 

'Eighth Wonder' will 
always be remembered 

Patricia 
Hill 

This summer marks the end of an era for Astros fans. 
After this_ season, the boys in blue will pack up and move 
from the Astrodome lo the new Enron Field currently 
under construction in downtown Houston. While I am 
excited about the new stadium, I am going to miss attend
ing baseball games at the Dome. 

I remember the first time I ever attended an Astros game. 
It was in the mid '70s, and I was about 9 years old. The 
Astrodome was only about 10 years old and was still bask
ing in the glow of being the Eighth Wonder of the World. 

It was the largest building I had ever seen. And then 
someone hit a homerun and the original scoreboard came 
lo life. It was the grandest thing my young eyes had ever 
witnessed. Al that moment I became an Astros fan for 
life. It wasn ' t because of the team, it was because of the 
Astrodomc. 

Over the years l have attended as many Astros games 
as I could. I have sat in the good seats right behind the 
dugouts, the cheap seats in the Pavilion and the nosebleed 
seats. I have seen the Astros win big and lose bad. And I 
have enjoyed every game I ever attended. 

Recently, l took my little nieces and nephew to the 
Houston Museum of Natural Science. They are 6-, 7- and 
8-years old, respectively. As we rouoded the curve on 610 
and the Astrodome first came into view, I excitedly said 
to the kids, "Look every\:)ody, we can see the Astrodome." 

One of the girls nonchalantly replied, "I've seen it be
fore." l've never felt that way about the Dome. I'm al
ways on the lookout for the m,oment it comes into view. 

I guess it all com~s down to perception. My first en
counter with the Astrodome was when it was young and 
exciting. My nieces have attended games there since be
fore they can remember, and it has always been old and 
grungy to them. We see different images when we look at 
lhe same stadium. 

They will remember their first game at the brand new 
Enron stadium, with its retractable roof and the largest 
scoreboard in baseball. They may form an attachment 
similar to the one I have for the Astrodome. Perhaps I 
will, too. But next year when I settle in at the new ball 
park to watch the Astros play, it just won't be the same. 

Timothy Elny playa with a basketball In the COM Gym. 
The little boy silggled and laughed as he tossed the 
ball. Not pictured al'8 Timothy's mother, Ina, and his 
sister, Charlotte. (Photo by Dania! M. Decker) 
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Giving 'gift.of life' 
safe,easy,generous 

Cheiyl 
Simmons 

Making the decision to give blood is probably more 
difficult than the actual process of giving it. The fear of 
the unknown may cause hesitation in making the first 
donation. Be a "quiet" hero and give the "gift of life." 

In this country, every 1.3 seconds of every day a unit 
of blood is transfused. That totals up to 65,750 units a 
day or 24 million units a year. Where do blood centers 
and hospitals get all of that blood? Look in the mirror 
and you will see the answer. You, the average adult, 
have 10 to 12 pints of blood in your body right now. 

When you give blood, it i~ separated into three or 
more comJXments. Three of the components are red 
b!ood cells, platelets and plasma. Red blood cells, which· 
carry oxygen from the lungs to other parts of the body, 
must be transfused within 42 days of donation. Platelets, 
which help the blood to clot, must be transfused within 
five days. Plasma, the·fluid part of the blood that 
contains proteins required to control bleeding and keep 
organs functioning properly, is frozen fresh within six 
hours of donation and can be stored frozen for one year. 

People have concerns about donating blood. They are 
afraid of the pain from the needle. If they were dying 
and needed blood, would they tum it down because of 
that same needle that is the bridge to the life-saving 
blood they n.eed? I doubt it. They are fearful of getting 
AIDS from donating. This is a faJse assumption. They 
are concerned about the cleanliness of supplies used at 
the facilities. Supplies used for each donation are sterile, 
disposable and used only once-for your donation. 

Less than one pint of blood is taken in a whole blood 
donation, which takes approximately 30 to 45 minutes. 
The volume donated is replaced within 48 hours. A 
healthy person can donate every eight weeks. 

According to the Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center in 
Houston, it is a fact that if everyone who gave blood 
only once last year would give twice this year, there 
would be no blood shortage. It is also a fact that only 
about 4 percent of the U.S. population donates blood. 

As a volunteer for the Gulf Coast Regional Blood 
Center, it is my responsibility to talk to first-time 
donors, sharing this same information I have shared with 
you. I always thank each donor after he or she has given 
blood by saying: "Thank you for your donation. Your 
blood will save someone's l_ife today." 

Each time I say those words, I am reminded of the 
• first blood drive I worked. A young man's response to 

me was, ••1t was his (Jesus') blood that saved mine." 
Think about it. Give the gift of life; you may be the one 
to receive this priceless gift one day. 

Letter to.editor praises COM 
Thanks so much to Rachel (Delanoix) for her article 

(in the May lnterCOM) "Students waste time whining 
about COM." As someone who moved here seeking a 
better education than what a comparable budget offered 
me at Houston Community College, it is apparent to me 
that those complaining have no basis for comparison! 
Neither HCC nor even the University of Houston allows 
the freedom of access on the Internet that we enjoy at 
COM, and these grounds are far more beautiful than any
thing HCC can present for comparison! The recreational 
and physical education facilities are exceptional for the 
budget of a community college! Yes, every business has 
room for improvement, but dollar for dollar COM out
shines most neighboring community colleges! As with 
most everything in life, our individual experiences here 
at COM are exactly as great as we choose to make them! 

Sheryl Sitts, Full-time COM Student 

• 
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Cinco de Mayo and a ribbon cutting marked the first formal celebration at the new Plaza of the Americas, 
located diagonally across from the main COM entrance on Amburn Road. (Photo by Danlel M. Decker) 

Religion a catalyst for violence or peace 

James 
Templer 

Editor's note: James Templer has been an art professor 
al College of the Mainland since 1976. 

On Sunday, May 23, in Galveston's Moody Memorial 
First United Methodist Church, l listened to a sermon on 
social responsibility. The minister, a district superinten
dent, brought up the Littleton, Colo., shootings. He was 
greatly troubled by the tragedy and by a prevalent 
Christian critique of the tragedy that is bas.ed on 
declarations that this awful act of violence occurred 
because God and prayer are not allowed in our schools. 
The superintendent rejects both implications of that 
argument, and I have to agree with him. But it is the first 
implication-that this and similar acts of violence are 
the direct result of a lack of religious convictions and 
practices in our schools and in society overall-that we, 
as an institution of higher education, must examine and 
discuss. 

Can it be argued that religious convictions and 
practices are, in fact, efficacious means of preventing 
violent acts? I don 't really know for sure and can only 
speculate based on my own limited experiences and 
beliefs which involve only one of hundreds of religions, 
denominations and sects. I think it would be wonderful 
news for society if it were true, but this claim requires 
empirical evidence which, to my knowledge, has not . 
surfaced. I realize that we can find important cases of 
individual conversion (the apostle Paul, for example), 
but that begs the question of the effectiveness of 
religions overall. 

What can be argued with little effort, however, is that 
religious convictions and practices have and can be the 
primary cause of violellt acts, including war and murder. 
We can cite a few of the better known examples: the 
seventh century Islamic fitnah (a rebelli_on); the Mus
lims' jihad (holy war); the car bombs of Shiite fanatics; 
the 11th century Christian crusades; the Thirty Years 
War and the problems in NonhCm Ireland; the murders 
of American abortion clinic workers by Christian 

• 

· fanatks; the Maccabean wars; and today's struggles 
between the Jews and the Palestinians. We cannot 
simply tum our heads from these contradictions and 
complexities. 

For example, how do we account for the fact that 
devoutly religious people and totally nonreligious 
people alike can be extremely violent? Or be nonvio
lent? What are we to make of the fact that some atheists 
are conscientious objectors, pacifists and humanitarians, 
while some of the most faithful believers in God support 
wars, executions and economic sanctions that rain 
starvation and devastation upon innocent victims? 

The only conclusion we can draw is that religion, in 
and of itself, never has precluded violence. While some 
specific religions, such as the Quakers, Mennonites, or 
Amish, may be non-violent (perhaps there's something 
to be said for the rejection of materialistic and techno
logical excess), they are considered exceptions and 
looked upon by the mainstream as anomalies and 
outsiders. 

I am in no way suggesting that religion does not play 
an eminent role in society and in the lives of believers or 
that it cann,ot make a positive difference. The primary 
point I am -making is that if religion can inspire violence, 
then it caneot be said to always prevent violence. If it 
cannot always prevent violence, then we cannot argue 
that if it played a larger (mandated) role in our schools 
and society there would be less violence. Most impor
tant, we cannot allow an invalid argument, regardless of 
how appealing it may be to some. to distract or dissuade 
us from the already always complex task of identifying 
and analyzing valid factors. 

The educational community must assume the lion's 
share of this burden mainly because it is the common 
ground of all disciplines, including religion. John Dewey 
believed that education is the fundamental method of 
social progress and refonn. What seems to be in dire 
need of reform is our passive acceptance of values apd 
practices that arc poisoning the roots of compassion, 
empathy and respect for people. John Stuart Mill 
described these noble human characteristics as being 
like a tender plant, easily killed, not only by hostile 
influences, bu_t by mere want of sustenance. That we are 
being neglectful of our humanhood is painfully clear. 
That we find the honesty and courage to confront and 
engage our hostile influences is a matter of social 
responsibility. 

• 
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Editorials/News 

COM was represented at the Cesar Chavez Marcha in Austin March 31. Twenty-nine Hispanic, African
American and Anglo faculty, staff, students, union and COMunity members left COM at 7 a.m. to sup
port House Bill 316 declaring Chavez's birthday, March 31, an optional state holiday. The marcha 
started at noon and lasted until 2 p.m. All participants In the marcha marched up Congress to the 
Capitol. Approximately 500 people took part in the event. The COM group included Professor Alice 
Watford and staff members, Elizabeth Hasserd, Olda Perez and Alice Whistler. The group returned to 
the college at 7 p.m. 

Hillary should not pursue Senate run 

"Hillary wins race for Senate, keeps Clinton spirit alive" 
Does this sound like a headline for the nation's 

newspapers a year from now? Hillary Rodham Clinton 
is highly likely to make a run for the U.S. Senate as a 
candidate from New York. 1 hope that the American 
people, especially the voters from the state of New York 
who will be determining her fate should she run, will see 
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through her thinly veiled attempt to stay in the public 
arena. 

Eight years as first lidy isn't good enough? To have 
one of the highest unofficial titles in the United States 
isn't good enough? Clinton apparently must have an 
elected position of power in order to satisfy herself. The 
truth of the matter is, I wish she and her husband would 
retire to somewhere far away and live the good life of 
retirement where little press coverage is necessary. 

If Clinton wins, we might have to put up with hearing 
things on the evening news, sµch as "Hillary Clinton 
proposes sweeping legislation, wi1h overwhelming 
support from her fellow Democratic senators." Oh boy. 

If Clinton is elected, she would instantly become the 
unofficial Democratic leader in the Senate. After all, 
what Democratic senator is going to have the guts to 
stand up to her? They certainly didn't stand up to 
removing her husband from office. r can just hear 
someone like Sen. Ted Kennedy, raving on and on about 
what a great job Clin1on is doing as senator, the contri
bution to her country being incalculable. 

And why New York? What does Hillary Clinton know 
about the state of New York? She will be serving 
constituents, but how can she serve constituents well 
when she has never lived in New York? This would be 
like, say, Ted Kennedy trying to run for office as a 
senator from Texas, laughable as that is. 

I just hope she will eventually decide against making 
a political run in the fall. I believe the Clintons, both 
Hillary and Bill, have been in the limelight long enough. 
Hillary-please retire. 

Summer 2, fall registration set 
Registration for the second summer session al College 

of the Mainland is set for July 8, 8:30 a.m-1 :30 p.m. and 
5-7 p.m. Late registration is July 12. Telephone registra
tion for current students continues through July 12. Classes 
begin July 12 and run through Aug. 20. 

Fall semester telephone registration runs July 26-Aug. 
31. Returning students may register early on campus Aug. 
16-17; on-campus regular registration is Aug. 24 and 26. 
Clear Creek registration at Clear Creek High Schoot is 
Aug. 25. Fall classes begin Aug. 28 

• 

Do we run computers 
or do they run us? 

Kristy 
Roberts 

The computers are down. If you 're old enough to use 
a computer, which now is gcm:rally around the age you 
learn to walk, you've many times heard the phrase, "the 
co(!lputers are down." In today's society it seems 
everything we do uses a computer. 

A charge has appeared on your credit card statement, 
and you know it is an error. Like most people you pick 
up the phone and call the credit card Company. After the 
phone rings-many times-it is answered by, what else, 
a computer, a computer with a monotone voice at that. 

The computer tells you to listen for your selection 
from the menu. Thank God, there are only nine numbers 
on a tekphone keypad. Finally, when you 're just about 
to fall asleep, you hear a selection that might fit your 
situation. The race has begun. You push the correct 
buttons as quickly as possible, as if doing so would 
make the computer speak any faster. 

Finally, the computer begins to speak, again, and you 
listen carefully as it gives you a new menu of options. 
You make your selection and again there is silence. Will 
the computer give you the information you want? 

The phOne starts to ring, again. Now, you think you 
will get to talk to a real person. Wrong. It's that awful 
monotone voice, back to annoy you again. The computer 
now wants your credit card account number; it also tells 
you to push the pound key. You already know that if you 
don't push the pound key, you'll have to start all over 
again. Your next command is to enter your zip code, and 
finally, the computer accesses your account. 

You hear a click on the line, and you think you 're 
being transferred to a live person who will actually help 
you. Wrong again. You now listen to the computer recite 
your balance, last payment date, next payment date and 
amount due. Since you're holding the statement in your 
hand, you wish the computer would tell you SOJ!lething 
you don't already know. 

The computer begins to speak, yet.again; now you 
listen as if it were the Computer God. You get a new 
menu of options, but there's nO option for your situation. 
Believe it or not, the computer finally tells you to press 
"O" to speak to a customer service representative! 

Now you're put o_r.i hold and hear all the company 
advertising. You can hardly Wt!it to talk 'to a real person 
and find yourself actually getting exciting about that. 
You can't stand the suspense. 

Then you hear a click on the line. The advertising has 
stopped, and the phone rings. A person, a real live 
human being, is asking, "Can I help you?" Feeling 
triumphant, you say you have an error on your statement 
that needs to be co~ted .. But you're completely 
astounded when the representative says: "I am sorry, the 
computers are down!" No explanation, just an apology 
for your inconvenience. You've been defeated by a 
computer, and the real live person can't help you 
because of a computer.· 

When you hang up you are angry. You stomp your 
feet. You pace the floor. You pull out your checkbook, 
and you pay the bill-in full. You pay off the entire 
balance. Now you'll never have to deal with that 
particular computer again. 

As a society we have become totally dependent on 
computers. We pay our bills. we keep track of our 
friends, we do our school work and we even keep our 
appointments by computer. 

We have allowed our computers to run our lives. We 
thought we had more common sense than to let this 
happen. We were supposed to be running the computers. 
What happened?. 

· ·-
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COM water exercise instructor Terri Cornelius demonstrates water aerobics to her Tuesday-Thursday 6:40-7:40 
p.m. class in the college's swimming pool. In the pool from left are Dauette Carothers, Lori Morgan and Jeanette 
Mancill. The water exercise class is part of COM's Continuing Education program. (Photo by Daniel M. Decker) 

Higher police visibility reduces campus crime 
Continued from Page 1-----------
of the Gym, locking the front door llnd' the door leading 
outside from the pool area. They allowed people to leave 
the gym only after their bags had been searched. Finally, 
the police asked Murphy to search the women's locker 
room and she found it there. 

Thoug~ the youth at first denied owning the bag, he 
later confessed to Mallette that it was his. 

The suspect is currently free on bond after being taken 
to the Galveston County Jail. No court date has been set. 

Mallette reported that since the May 5 arrest, theft has 
been "way down on campus." He also reported that since 
January "nine cases have been cleared" including theft, 
burglary, panhandling and unauthorized use of a motor 
vehicle. Crime on campus also has decreased since po
lice have become much more visible, patrolling either on 
bike or in the police buggy. 

In other police business, no arrests have been made in 
the bomb hoax which occurred in the TechnicalNocational 
Building April 26. COM Police Officer Thomas Dendy 
said no response from Crimestoppers has been "forwarded 
to us." Mallette said there is a suspect, but they have no 
proof. 

Officer Arbry Clifton reported that at the beginning of 
Summer 1-there-,were some -park+ng-v10lat-ionf'., but after-, 
several days this was no longer a problem because tickets 
were written. Smoking has not been a major problem; 
some warnings have been issued, "but compliance for the 
most part has been pretty good." 

Several new police officers have been added to the Po
lice Team. Officers Judy Cohen, Merle Remmert and Jo
seph Green all began working at the beginning of Sum
mer Session I with the summer high school program. They 
will be part-time officers. 

Summer 1999 InterCOM staff 
Lois M. Anthony is a first-year student at COM and has 
worked at the Galveston County Tax Office as a motor ve
hicle clerk for the past 15 years. Her two lnterCOM stories 
are the first she has ever written for a newspaper. She plans to • 
pursue an education degree to become a primary school teacher. 

Rodney Conley, a former COM student as well as an 
lnterCOM managing editor. is making a guest appearance in 
another of his lnterCOM roles-cartoonist. Since leaving COM 
he has attended Sam Hous1on Siate University and worked at 
the Conroe Courier and the Hun_tsville Item. 

Daniel M, Decker is a theater major at COM. Fall I 999 Will 
mark his fourth semester anending COM and his third semes
ter working with the lnterCOM as a reponer and photogra
pher. When Decker isn't working part-time at Bridgestone/ 
Firestone Inc .• he's usually sleeping, reading, or out-and-about 
causing chaos. 

Patricia Hill has been a COM student since 1995. She has 
worked for the lnterCOM as a staff reporter, photographer, 
assistant editor, layout editor and managing editur. She has 
won four TIPA awards She works for a medical records 
outsourcing company. 

Jennie Mackay has been a ful!-time student at COM for three 
years taking basic courses in transferrable credits, which she 
plans to take to the University of Houston in January 2000 to 

obtain a bachelor of bu:.iness admi[\istration degn;e iri hotel 
and n:staurant management. 

'', ,, 
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Myles Martin is a second-year stude111 at COM and a second
semester journalism student. He has an avid interest in politics 
and sports, and especially enjoys discussing politics. lie hopes 
to attend the University of Texas at Austin in fall 2000 and 
plans to major in communications or political science. On July 

21 he will be trnveling to Washington, D.C.. for the first time. 

C. Royal Moskowitz is a musician, sm1gwriter. writer and 
poet. She also is employed by the COM Bookstore. 

Kristy Roberts is the mother of six children. Shi: .:urrentl y is 
a full-time student at College of the Mainklnd pursuing a bach
elor of science degree. ~fler attending COM. she hopes to 
transfer to Rice University to continue her studies in engi
neering. 

Dan Sellers came to COM on u Ponce de Lwn SchtJ!arship 
searching for the philosopher's stone.-J found the durn thing. -
he sa.id, -but it's loo hig to get into my pi.:kup ... He·s bi:en 
carrying off a little bit each semester and hopes 10 have the 
tusk completed by the year 2060. When nol turning lead into 
gold. Dan works full time for the Texus Departm~nt of Pro
tective and Regulatory Services. 

Cheryl Simmons. after raising her childrrn. is tu king her first 
college class. English 1301. She plans to pursue a degree in 
graphic arts . Simmons works at the University or Houston
Clear Lake and is a volunteer for the Gulf Coast Regional 
Blood Center. 

,·,·, 

' 

lnterCOM, July 1999, Page 7 

Play recounts '48 race 
Continued from Page 1------~------

"I heard the story again years latef when I was working 
as a di.rector at Houston's Alley Theater. I kept it in a file 
of stories I had and kept coming back to. It took me about 
four and a half years to get it to its present form, and it's a 
compilation of three or four different plays that I wrote 
on the subject." 

Westin related that he did lots of research on LBJ and 
that he received great assistance, in particular, through 
being granted access by the LBJ Library to its exclusive 
archives. There he was able to view private documents 
and receipts from LBJ's life and career. 

COM associate !heater director, Mark Adams, gave a 
brilliant performance as the remarkable and highly color
ful Texas statesman, Lyndon Baines Johnson, later to be
come the president of the United States. Jacki Bynum as 
Lady Bird Johnson was equally magnificent. 

As always, COM's b0doved Cliff fytabry was fantastic 
in his portrayal of John Connally, LBJ's campaign man
ager during Johnson's controversial Senate bid. Connally 
later became governor of Texas. Carolyn Ortiz was out
standing as usual as Norma Jackson, LBJ's campaign or
ganizer and assistant. 

Galveston's Tommy Townsend, a renowned film actor 
with a long list of impressive movie and television cn~d
its, was captivating as George Parr, an alleged catalyst in 
the V.'holc controversy. Rox Thirteen marked Townsend's 
first return appearance to the COM stage since 1979 when 
he performed in The Cherry Orchard. 

Westin has no tour planned at thi.s time for his produc
tion, but some regional exposure is possible. There may 
even be a future mdvie t1eal in the works through one of 
his contacts in New.,York. 

[n addition to the presence of sOme prominent political 
and community figures in the opening night audience, 
Westin said perhaps none was quite as impressive as the 
distinguished guest.Texas Monthly magazine brought to 
opetUng night: the 91-yeai~Jd man..who was LBJ's col
lege roommate, J. Edwin Smith. 

Westin said Smith had ··lots of great stories to tell. and 
he did tell some when I met him that night.·' Westin. who 
has heard many LBJ stories, said he meets many people 
who have their own favorite LBJ story 10 tell. some -of 
which even he has never heard before. 

Westin 's natural affinity for telling a s1ory and making 
it come alive is what makes Box Thirteen such an excep
tional mixture of entertainment. nostalgia and real life 
drama. Westin and his excellent production deserve the 
highest praise and admiration for a job well done and one 
of which Texas can be proud. 

Westin serves as director of the: theater program and 
has directed numerous piays at the Arena Treatre indu.d
ingA Time ro Die. which he wrote. He was the head writer 
for the television series The American Horse and Horse
men which aired nationally in the early '70s. 

BP Amoco plant leaks toxin 
Continued rrom Page 1-----------
danger. He was able to contact the Gym by phone and 
gave lobby attendant Geneva Murph~ the information. 
"But I still went over there b~cause people just kept walk
ing out. Geneva tried to warri them . ., He said many people 
wouldn't listen to him either. 

Huerta was due to get off at Q p.m. but stayed to handle 
the phone. 

Carr stayed pas1 his 11 p.m. time to remain in 1he Fine 
Arts Building with six elderly patrons from in and around 
Texas City who were cautious of the danger. ··1 stayed 
with them until they kft at l l: 10 p.m:· 

He added the TC Fire Department called close to 11 
p.m. to say that the Level 3 had been downgraded. 

However. it was not until q a.m. Friday. June 25. that 
the Fire Department was able tn issue an All-Clear for the 
Levd 3 toxic rdcasc. Police Officer Arbry Clifton said. 

The toxin. Clif1on said was relatively mild. causing the 
same amount of irritation as peeling an onion or smelling 
an open bottle of rubbing alcohol. causing teary eyes and 
a scratchy throat. 
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What's Happening 

Mame (Kathy Davis, left) greets Gloria Upson (Kellibrook Green) her aduh nephew Patrick Dennis' {Hamilton 
Davis Boyd) fian~. Mame opens at COM July 29 and runs through Aug. 22. (Photo courtesy of theater depart
ment) 

Summer musical, Mame, opens July 29 
By C. ROYAL MOSKOWITZ 
Staff Reporter 

If you missed Mark Adams in his great portrayal of the 
late President Lyndon Baines Johnson in Box Thirteen , 
don ' t miss his directing of Jerry Herman's Mame, open
ing at the College of the Mainland Arena Theatre July 29. 
The musical runs through Aug. 22. 

Mame is the Tony-award-winning muscial comedy 
about Mame Dennis, a wealthy, witty and fun-loving ec
centric, whose life is suddenly changed when her late 
brother's only child, Patrick, arrives to live with her. 

The musical, which offers such memorable songs as 
"Mame," "We Ne.ed a Little Christmas" and "If He Walked 
into My life," revolves around Patrick, his zany Auntie 
Mame and their adventures which lead them from a speak
easy to a southern plantation. 

Adams, who has been at COM four years and usually 
directs three plays a year. said the musicals were moved 
from the University of Houston-Clear Lake to COM to 
attract more local audience members. 

For the last six: summers, COM's musicals were pro
duced on the · stage Of the UHCL Bayou Theatre, with 
A"dams directing the last four. Last summer's muscial was 
Anything Goes. 

When asked if he would rather act or direct Adams said: 
"Well, when you act, you only have to worry about one 
person, and I do get a great deal of satisfac.:tion when I do 
it well. On the ottier hand, when you direct, you have to 
worry about everyone and everything, and there has to be 
a great deal of effort in every area of the production; so if 
the play is a success, your feeling of accomplishment is 
even greater and more satisfying." 

The musical will be accompanied by a live band and 
has a cast of 26 actors. 

The role of Mame will be played by Kathy Davis; the 
role of Vera Charles by KaY Jones; Agnes Gooch by 
Carolyn Ortiz; adult Patrick Dennis by Hamilton Davis 
Boyd and young Patrick Dennis by Austin Senior. Mildred 
Metz is the musical directOr, Anne Robus is stage man
ager and Thom Guthrie is lighting director. 

Performances for Mame will be Thursdays through Sat~ 
urdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. 

The Arena Theatre offers a free preview for each pro
duction the evening before opening night. COM students, 
faculty, staff and the community are invited to view Mame 
at no charge Wednesday, July 28. 

For reservations or other information call the Arena The
atre box: office at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1-888-258-
8859, Ext. 345. 

Learn art of journalism writing for InterCOM 
I low would you like to win an award for your writing, 

photography, cartoons, or graphic art and design? 
The College of the Mainland student newspaper, 

InterCOM, which recently won nine awards statewide, is 
always looking for new staff members with a variety of 
talents. 

A number of courses are available to you to nurture 
your journalism skills. 

If you are a beginning student, COMM 2311, News.
gathering and Writing I, is the course for you. 

For students with some jciumalism background a num
ber of other courses are available: COMM 2305, Editing 
and Layout; COMM 2315 News Gathering and Writing 
II; COMM 2309, News Editing and Copy Reading l (in
cludes feature writing); and COMM 2310, News Editing 
and Copy Reading II (also includes feature writing). 

Each course must be accompanjed by. a lab. COMM 

1129, Newspaper Publication I, should be taken with the 
beginning course, COMM 231 I. The other labs are 
COMM 1130, 2129 and 2130. All journalism labs are 
TBA: In be arranged with the professor. 

The fall journalism classes will meet on Mondays and 
Wednesdays at the following times: The beginning course, 
COMM 2311 , meets from 12:30-3:20 p.m.; l hour and 
20 minutes is news gathering and staff time. All other 
courses, COMM 2305, 2309, 2310, 2315, ~re pooled and 
meet from 11- a.m.-1:50 p.m. 

At 12:30 the beginning class meets with the pooled class 
for a staff meeting. 

For more information about any of the courses or eligi
bility for taking only a lab, contact journalism Professor 
Astrid H. Lowery at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1-888-
258-8859, Ext.'. 314. Lowery may also be cOntacted bye
m_a_il at <alowery@maiLmainland.cc.tx.us:>. 

People Speak Out 
By MYLES MARTIN, Asslslallt Editor, and 
DANIEL M, DECKER, Slaff l'llotograpller 

fot the last several months the United States, as 
a part of NATO, has played an active role in tho 
Kosovo/Serb conflict. lnt...COM asked COM stu
dents and employees: Was !he United States justi
flCd in risking 11w lives of American fo,q;a to pro
tect the Kosovar ·Albanians? 

Jolml, g 1ttt:Yes.The 
Uni1'<l States took a posi
tion of world protector in 
moral wrongdoing in WW 
I and WW n, and I think 
we have to <lo it to stop the 
genocide. inoor po,ilioo ., 
a world power, we have to 
show concern. 

Galen Haywud; I've 
never really been in fuvor 
of war. GQing back to the 
Vietnam and Korean W.U-S, 
there were a lot of lost lives 
for oothing. 

Steven Van Ness: We 
shouldn't have sent our sol-
die IS in there beausewc're 
ootg<>irlgtobenelit W.'re 

just l)1IOOllg - with 
othertoontJ:ie.s. 

MarkAdams: I think in 
most cases when human 
righls are being violale<I, 
the United States is morally 
obligalod to~wben they 
cin, but I dunk there are still 
limits to that i)'pe of olter
velltion. 

• 

Dr. David Smith: No, 
e11tjbaticallyoo1. I-WY 
disagree with the Ntm} 

war against '\uipslavia. It 
was a civil war with no 
goodguysorbadguys. My 
view is to condemn both 
sides and stay the heck out. 

A!Vin Spoons: No, be
cause we have our own 
problems in !hi.> country. 
We have· to fix our own 
problems: be.fore. fixing 
other oountries' problems. 

v ..... 01ivans: Y'*' I <lo 
think we ~ supposed to 
inteNeneinothercountries 
to keep poace around the 
world, 

llolly-:Yes,becaase 
I believe thai hwnanitari
anism is good because we 
should lookout for every
one. I f.eel bad for those 
poop!e.ltwmisad!Owaldt 

- peoflie Oil the ..... 
with no place b>oall home. 

• 

l 

Blood donation: 'gift et life' 
SeePage3 
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Theft in COM Gym ends with suspect's arrest 
By MYLES MARTIN 
Assistant Editor 

A theft in the College of the Mainland Gym was quickly 
resolved by COM police officers with the arrest of the 
suspect May 5. 

After questioning by the police, the suspect confessed 
to stealing property out of baskets in the men's. locker 
room, by cutting the locks with a bolt cutter and then plac-

ing wallets containing close to $1,0<X) into his gym bag. 
Officer Willie Huerta took the call about the theft from 

the Gym lobby attendant Geneva Murphy. She called af
ter one man reported his wallet containing close to $900 
in cash was missing. Officer Tony Mallette arrived after 
hearing the call and radioed Officer E.W. "Butch" Carr 
for backup. 

The man whose wallet was missing reported he had 
returned to the locker room shortly after leaving his pos-

The visibility and maneuverability o1 COM Police officers Arbry Clifton (left) and Thomas Dendy on their mountain 
bikes keeps the level of crimeJow on the COM campus. They began patrolling the campus in March and will continue 
at least through November. This Is the fifth year ~or the bike patrol. (Photo by Danlel M. Decker} 

sessions in his basket. The suspect, a youth in his late teens, 
was in the locker room and offered to help him search for 
the missing wallet. The man reported the gym bag, which 
later was found to contain the bolt cutters and property, 
was cloSC by the youth. 

When the police officers searched the men's locker room, 
however, they could not find the bag. They suspected the 
hag was still in the building and began a thorough search 

Sec Higher Page 7 

Level 3 alert detains 
Box Thirteen audience 
By MYLES MARTIN 
Assistant Editor 

The Box Thirteen theater audience received a special 
message from Lyndon Baines Johnson, played by Mark 
Adams, when the actors took their final curta in call Thurs
day, June 24. 

fl'e gave a mesisage he had not given any other audi
ence . Adams sa id he had received word from the College 
of the Mainland Police Team that Texas Cily was under a 
Level 3 alert due to a toxic release al the British Pe tro--'" 
leum Amoco Plant. He advised patrons to stay in the Fine 
Arts Building until notified otherwise by police. 

Many left early hut a few stayed until the alert was down
gfaded. COM Officer E.W. " Butch" Carr was walking the 
campus at about 8:55 p.m. when he heard the sirens. Of
ficer Willie Huerta was in the COM police s tation when 
Carr told him of the sirens. "They can 't be heard when 
yo u' re in th.c building," Carr explained. 

The Texas City Fire Department called with an official 
wa~~ing at approximately 9:25 p.m. Before that, however, 
Carr learned of the situation from a mother who called at 
9:05 p.m., concerned because her son was in class in the 
Leaming Resources Center. 

While Huerta stayed on the phone in the police station, 
Carr, went from building to building alerting people of the 

See BP Amoco Page 7 

Westin's LBJ play, Box Thirteen, world premier at COM 
By LOIS M , ANTHONY 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland theater director, Jack Westin, showcased his superb talents 
as both director and playwright in the dynamic production Box Thirteen, which opened 
at COM'sArena Theat.re June 3 and closed June 27. Since its debut, Westin and the play 
have received kudos galore and with good reason. 

Westin retells in Box Thirteen the intriguing story of Texas' own Lyndon Baines 
Johnson and his highly controversial campaign and disputed win against fonner Texas 
Gov. Coke Stevenson in the 1948 election for the U.S. Senate. Johnson eeked out a 
narrow victory over Stevenson by a miniscule 87 votes after some 203 questionable 
voters' names appeared on the Precinct 13 voting list in Alice, located in Duvall County 
near the Texas-Mexico border. Box T~irteen recounts the alleged ballot box tampering 
incident in a most thought-provoking and entertaining manner. 

Westin, who molded this intriguing story into an outstanding production, said of his 
work, "I have always admired LBJ and was fascinated with the story of the mysterious 
ballot box after I first heard Hubert Humphrey tell it on television back when I was
growing up in Minnesota i:\Rd my father was a state senator." 

See Play Page 7 

• 
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J. Edwin Smith (center), a college classmate of Lyndon Johnson'• and a retired Houston 
attorney, attended the wor1d premier of Jack Weatln's (left) Box Thirteen. Mark Adams waa 
LBJ In W-n·s play about the con1r0¥erslal '48 Senate race. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

• 
• 

• 

' 

.• 

.• 

. 

' 

.• 

' 

• .• 

• 

·' 

• 



I 

Page 8, October 19'9, lnterCOM 

What's Happening 

Texas City resident Jamie Parks donates blood at the Student Activities Board sponsored fall blood drive held Oct. 
6 in the COM Student Center. Students, faculty, staff and community members waiting to donate blood formed a 
line circling nearly the entire building. Units of blood are expected to quadruple last year's total according to 
Maryann Urick, blood drive coordinator. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Tragedy sparks huge fall SAB blood drive turnout 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
ASSistant Editor 

The number of blood donors contributing at College of 
the Mainland 's fall semester blood drive, sponsored by 
the Student Activities Board, increased dramatically when 
news broke about the tragic accident which claimed the 
life of Fire Chief William Bethune of the Texas City Fire 
Department on the morning of Oct. 5. 

Texas City fire fighter Crai"g Peterson is still hospital
ized, and fire fighter William Fattig was treated for inju
ries and released from the University of Texas Medical 
Branch at Galveston Oct. 5. 

Peterson's need of a blood transfusion was the driving 
force behind the turnout. 

"Since the accident the number of blood donors has 
quadrupled," said Maryann Urick, coordinator for the fall 
semester blood drive and Student Activities adviser. 

"I don't nonnally give blood, but I felt compelled to 
give today," said Jamie Parks, a Texas City resident. 

The Student Center was nearly filled to capacity with 
students, faculty, staff and community members donat
ing blood. 

Among the many donors was a group of cadets from 
the San Jacinto College Fire Fighter Academy in Pasa
dena. "We are glad that we can be a part of helping a 
fellow fire fighter," said Bo Atkinson, fire academy in
structor. 

In honor of Chief Bethune, COM is flying the tl.ig at 
half staff. 

Halloween stems from Irish roots 
By MATI TASLER 
Sta IT Reporter 

Halloween i:s a special holiday for many children in the 
United States. Most people don't think about the origin 
of Halloween; however, it is quite extraordinary. 

The word "Halloween" has its origins in the Catholic 
Church. The day was originally called·AU Hallows Eve. 
All Hallows Day, or All Saint's Day oberved Nov. 1, is a 
holy day of obligation for Catholics to honor the saints. 

In the fifth century B.C., in Celtic Ireland, the last day 
of summer was Oct. 31. Back then the holiday was known 
as Samhain, or the Celtic New Year. As the legend goes, 
the ~pirits of the dead would return to roam the earth in 
search of a body to possess. · 

Of course, the villagers did not want to be possessed by 
spirits, "so they protected themselves by extinguishing all 
fires in their homes, thus making their homes cold and 
undesirable to spirits. In addition, as a lesson to the spir
its, Celts burned at the stake people they believed pos
sessed by spirits. The villagers also dressed as ghouls to 
scare away evil spirits. 

The villagen. also believed that the fires should be ex
tinguished each year, so that they could light them again 
from the Druidic fire that always was kept burning in 
Usinacil., Ireland. 

Over the years, as the belief in possession waned, people 
began to dress up for fun as goblins, ghosts and witches, 
just as children do today. 

Irish immigrants brought the custom of Halloween to 

• 

America in the 1840s. Favorite pranks of the past included 
tipping over outhouses and Unhinging gates. The basic 
idea of trick-or-treating, however, was borrowed from a 
ninth century European custom called souling. 

On Nov. 2, All Souls Day, Christians walked from Vil· 
lage to village begging for "!ioul cakes" made of square 
pieces of bread with currants. In return for the cakes, the 
Christians would say prayers for the dead relatives of the 
villagers. The significance of praying for the dead was 
the belief that souls ascended to heaven quicker if the 
living prayed for them. 

The widespread custom of carving out a Jack-o-Lan
tem originated in Irish folklore. 

[tis told that a man named Jack tri9ked Satan into climb
ing a tree. While Satan was in the tree, Jack carved the 
shape of a cross into the tree, thus preventing Satan from 
coming down. As a result of this deed, Jack was denied 
entrance into heaven upon his death and was banished 
from hell as well because he tricked the devil. The devil 
gave Jack a single ember inside a hollowed out turnip to 
light his way through the frigid darkness. Since pump
kins were more plentiful than turnip:; in America, the Irish 
settlers decided to use hollowed out pumpkins for Jack
o-Lanterns. 

Today, if people think Halloween is scary, it's becaUse 
they want it to be. 

Editor's note: This storY was compiled from: http:// 
www.wilstar.com/holidays/hallown.htm and Catholic 
Customs and Traditions by Greg Dues.. 

• 

People Speak Out 
By.MICHAEL NAVARRO, MATI TASLER 
and ELIAS DE LACERDA Jr. 

A=lsations of illegal drug use and varioos other 
crimes committed by politicians have been rampant 
since the investigation and impeaclunent of President 

Ointon. 
Ooser to home, however, is the alleged cocaine use 

by Texas goveroor and Republican presidential 
nominee George W. Bush. In regard to the rurrent 
political race, Inter<XJM asked: Shoold cand~tes for 
the U.S. presidency be required to disclose past illegal 
drug use? 

Allen Baugh: No. what 
they did in the past 
shouldn't coont against 
them because they arc a 
different per.;on now. 

Palrlck Harris: Yes. Why 
hide it? We should know 
about their pa.<,1 and 
background and are they 
clean. 

lloilbV MiUs: Yes, it"s 
'c;ommon sense, because 
you need to know if a 

drug addict is running the 
coontty. 

Sher11a Perez: Yes, that 
would be rool for 
students to know that 
the~ politicians do them 
( drug,; t too. If they did 
( admit to drug use\ it 
woold be to.show that 
they're hone.st. 

• 
' 

Tasha 1.oc-. Yes. 
Anything you do in your 
past affeds your future. If 
you've done it before, 
most likely you 'U do it 
again. 

Sharon Drone: No. 
People make choices 
when they arc young they 
wish they didn"t do when 
they arc older. 

Ertka Domer. Yes. You 
need to know everything 
about the person you• re 
voting for. 

Marlln Irving: No. They 
should not be beld 
accountable for the pa&. 

They are now in the 
position to run the United 
States and that shouldn't 
be held again.st them. 

-
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Writing reveals character 
&eePage3 

Student guide to COM 
See Pages 4 & S 

COM hosts Sports Day 
SeePage6 
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COM embraces Hispanic Heritage Month 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR.
Assistant Editor 

The Hispanic Organization for Learning Advancement 
representing faculty, staff and students at College of the 
Mainland is presenting an abundance of events reflecting 
the culture and achievements of the mufti.faceted His
panic community during this year 's National Hispanic 
Heritage Month, Sept. 15-0ct. 15. 

Originally this was a one-week observance passed by 
a congressional resolution in.1968 in recognition of the 
cultures, traditions and achievements of the Hispanic 
people in the United States. However, in 1988 Congress
man Esteban Torres of California introduced a bill which 
when passed extended the observance to a month . 

The COM events coincide with El Dia de la Raza (Day 
of the people), independence day celebrations for Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador and Costa 
Rica. O ther Hispaqic countries such as Puerto Rico par
ticipate in the national observance with the presentation 
of the Si Se Puede awards {It Can Be Done), _presented to 

-"inilividm1fs dcmomftating exccptionai'acicf"em1C al1Jpro: 
fessiooal achievements by the National Puerto Rican Fo
rum at the New York Hilton; 

At the opening ceremony of Hispanic Heritage Month 
Sept. 15, Richard Capestasii-Knape, president of HOLA 
and a COM computer lab instructional assistant, noted 
that September is the month in which former Spanish colo~ 
nies, such as Arizona, California, Colorado, Nevada, New 
Mexico, Texas, Utah and parts of Kansas celebrated their 
independence from Spain. "Hispanic simply means to 
speak or to descend from a family that has spoken Span
ish," Capestani-Knape concluded as he introduced COM 
Professor Rafael Naranjo. 

' Naranjo, COM 's newest Spanish profyssor, said he felt 
· humbled tha.t ·he was selected to speak, since he was one 
of the youngest faculty members to panicipate in the c;:er
emony. 

1st year enrollment up 
at c;,ff-site Tech Center 
By ELIAS DE LACERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

The Technical Training Center in Webster, 
which opened in August 1998 as a joint endeavor 
of College of the Mainland and San Jacinto Col
lege-South, has shown an increase in enrollment 
since its inception. "We are showing an upward 
trend in enrollments," said Lanis Neugent, direc
tor of Workforce Development at COM. 

"'We' ve had over 400 enrollments," Neugent 
said. The center has had a diverse blend of people 
enrolled to include three NASAAerospace engi
neers, one dentist, a former city manager and a 
single mother who entered the labor force mak
ing about $16 an hour, Neugent added. 

The center provides hands-on training in basic 
See Tech Page 7 

' 
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"COM is. ready, willing and able and interested in the 
demographic reality that is Galveston County, providing 
a forum for Hispanics as a medium of communication," 
Naranjo said. "I invite you to enjoy the beauty of our 
diversity. We, as a whole, are discovering the va lue of 
language. That is why I love America." 

Diversity is exemplified in the Aewly elected officers of 
the COM Amigos. Mauricette R'.uiz, Amigos' president is 
from Puerto Rico. "I was raised in Texas and decided to 
teach myself Spanish because I think it is an important 
part of my heritage." Ruiz is a behavioral sciences major. 

See Activities Page 5 

COM professor, Dr. Manuel Urbina, points out detalls on the Aztec cakmdar displayed In the COM Ubrary during 
National Hispanic Heritage Month, Sept. 15-0ct 15. Looking on (from left) COM Spanish Professor Rafael Naranjo, 
HOLA President Richard capestani-Knape, COM Ubrarlan Robert Rodriguez, Brother Jesae Garcia and -Gk)ria 
Rodriguez, the wife of Robert Rodriguez. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Professor seeks to improve COM registration process 
By MATI TASLER 
Staff Reporter 

Over the last three years College of the Mainland's 
credit enrollment has declined. This fall's registration to
tal was 3,204 srudents, a deer.case of 3.67 percent from 
fall '98 when enrollment was 3,323. This was an 8.25 
percent aecrease from the fall '97 enrollment of 3,622 
students. These totals represent the state reported 12th 
day registration numbers, COM Registrar Bill Peace said. 

COM Professor Larry Griffith, having watched the de
cline of enrollment for several years, decided the prob

lem lay with the registration process. So he joined the 
registratiol\ committee in fall }997 to see what adjust
ments could be made to the process. 

With the help of existing committee members from 
the Admissions Office,, Wanda Scarlett, Laura Winkler, 
Chris Rushing and Cirtdy Krebbs, Griffith began work
ing toward simplifying registration. 

One of the fir.st problems Griffith identified was the 
lack of direct communication between faculty or staff 
and students. He worked to improve communication by 
acting as a liaison between the two groups. He recruited 

f 

staff members to keep the lines flowing by directing stu
dents to the appropriate locations. Griffith also distributed 
catalogs, schedules and various forms to students, thus 
allowing Admissions Office personnel to handLe their du
ties, such 31 entering student schedules into the comput
ers. Wherever he saw a need, Griffit'h went to work. 

He picked up trash and reorganized materials on the 
tables between registration sessions lo allow faculty alld 
advisers ea<;y access to materials. 

At the end of each session Griffith worked to return the 
claM.rooms in the TechnicalNocational Building to nor
mal. In addition to the TechNoc Building, registration also 
took place in the Math/Science Atrium and in th"e Leam
ing Resource!:,; Center Auditorium, L-131, where the reg
istration process began. 

Griffith served as the primary designer of the red, green 
and yellow student registration f0rms. Red was for stu
dents with TASP holds, green for students who had no 
holds and yellow for students with possible holds. 

At the end of each registration session, Griffith talked 
with faculty, staff and students to get their views of the 
success of each session. 

See Students Page 7 
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Editorials/News 

Students In Professor Alica Watford's Soctology 1301, 8 a.m. Tuesday.Thursday ctaaa, demonstrate the importance 
of "folkways," everyday norms. By violating these norms, students are made aware of the dlstrubances that 
Inappropriate attire, such as swimming suits and pajamas may cause In the workplace. Pictured (from left) are 
Anna SUssman, Nita Beard, Kim Le, Debra Curtice, Nicole Slawson, Jon Conaway (In dreH) Staci Ramber Lauren 
Siegel, Rachel O'Day and Crystal Klyng. (Photo by Phll .k>hnaon) 

Letter writer claims plant leak non-toxic 
Dear Editor: 

I visited the college recently and picked up a copy of 
the InterCOM from July. On the first page was a story 
about the sheltering-in-place (in the Arena Theater) 
during a performance of Box Thirteen. The story 
referenced an operational problem which took place at 
BP Amoco's refinery on June 24. 

The article erroneously states th_at "Texas City was 
under a Level 3 alert due to a toxic release at the British 
Petroleum Amoco Plant." 

I would like to correct the record to renect that the 
release was not toxic, but a combination of mostly water 
with carbon dioxide and oxides of nitrogen-none of 
which arc toxins. 

ln addition, 1 would like to clarify that our company 
name is BP Amoco, not British Pcrtroleum AmoCo. 

~Inter COM 
Managing Editor 
Assistant Editor 

STAFF REPORTERS 
Joyce Cauley 
Rachel Delanoix 
Frank l..amanoco Jr. 
Jason Marcelo 
Karen Odom 
l>.in Seller.; 
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MICHAEL NAVARRO 
EUAS DE LA CERDA JR. 

/,uerCOM," Teia,; ln<ersullcg;me Pn,ss-Ass,,cia<iPn aw,rJ.winfling new,'Paper, is 
pnslmxLI by anJ fnr sluJcnls "t"Cullegc ufthc J,fa1nlaa<l: I ;){~I l\ml:,urn Rood: Tens 
Ciiy, Tens 7H'll, (4119) 9.</\ · IZI! or 1· 8~8·2.'8 ·8859, fa1, 314, ~·mail 
<alnv.-.:f)'(~mail.mainlimd.ec.tx.US>. C<>ll<g• nf<h< Mainl•nd i• on Afhrmativo Ac· 
,;nrvEqual Opponuni!y lnstittllic.n and <k>cs run d,scrimina<e on <h~ h._,i,nf ro.x, rol<>r, 
111.Tinnol origin. sex. •g•. religion, handicap or Vietnam Veteran status 

Historically, BP stood for British Petroleum but is no 
longer an official part of the Dame, just the initials BP. 

As a former junior coUege editor and newspaper 
reporter I applaud your interest in pursuing journalism. 
1\vo very st~ng tenets of your craft are verification and 
attribution. The only true way to verify the information 
would have been through my company or the city of 
Texas City, In either case, we would both have been glad 
to help get you the cQrrect information. 

Sincerely, 
Daren Bcaudo 

Public Affairs Director 

Edilor's note: All that "mostly water with carbon di
oxide and oxides ofnitrogen------none of which are toxins" 

' sure made my eyes burn. Patricia Hili, July Editor 

Letters to the Editor policy: lnterCOM welcomes all 
letters. Make letters brief and to the point including a 
name and daytime telephone number for verifi-cmion. We 
reserve the right to edit all letters for length, grammur, 
spelling and libelous content. Letters to the Editor will 
be printed on a space-available basis. Letters may also 
be sent via e.mail to <lntercom_Editor@hotmail.com>. 

Ventriloquist revisits COM 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

Ventriloquist Dan Horn, famous on national TV and on 
the college campus circuit, will perform his one-man show 
at College of the Mainland Nov. 10 in the Learning Re
sources Center Auditorium, L-131, at 7:30 p.m. 

Horn's performance with his "cast of several" puppets 
is free to COM credit students and employees with !D's, 
All others pay $1 at the door. 

' 'Dummy is politicallv incorrect," Hom has"been known 
to say, "They prefer bei~g called 'Man.nequinAmcri~ans. '" 

Horrt-and his company of puppets have received vari
ous nominations in the college campus market. 

Hom was nominated Entertainer of the Year in 1994 
and 1995. and.was nominated for Best Comedy, Best Male 
Performer and the high}y coveted National Association 
for Campus Activities Entertainer of the Year. 

Ho~ is making a return appearanCe at COM; he per
formed here in 1993 and 1994. 

• 

Writer's tale closer 
to truth than fiction 

Some things in this story have an unreal quality, and 
though not absolutely true, are closer to truth than to 
fiction. Like Uncle Remus or Aesop I am creating a 
parable, a little story, that has a moral and ethical point. 

In my parable I have stretched, cut and disguised the 
facts to protect myself and my colleagues from the 
ravt!nous jaws of litigation. I like to think about the 
process as temporarily protecting the guilty for the 
greater good of the public. Much like the federal 
government does with its witness protection program. 

I have this neighbor Shaunda, and her kid falls out of 
a tree and breaks his arm. No big deal. The EMT comes 
by and transports the kid and mom down to TIIUG U., 
the state teaching hospital. 

· Now this is where a lot of rich kids who went to high 
schools yo~ never heard of, learn a useful trade. You 
know, like COM for the hoity-toity. Anyway, these 
upper-class angels of mercy wrap up the arm and refer 
Shaunda to a private doctor to have the bone set. Where 
did they go to college? 

Shaunda immediately takes the kid to Doctor Gener
ous, but he will not accept her Medicaid. Hey, he has 
Volvo payments to make. So back to THUG U,, where 
the kid gets an appointment, not a doctor. 

Now anyone who's been a victim of that strange 
combinat.on of state socialism and free enterprise that 
passes for compassion in America knows that for the 
poor an appointment is the kiss of death. Appointments 
require a car, someone to drive, someone to watch the 
kids, Qrganization and motivation. Hell, if you had that 
you would be an executive at General Motors, not 
begging for medical treatment at THUG U. 

Shaunda goes home With a broken kid and an appoint
ment. She returns the following week and a clerk tells 
her she missed her appointment. She returns the next 
week and another clerk tells her she missed her·appoint
mcnt again. Has anyb0dy read, Why Johnny Can't Read? 

On the third week some compassionate medical 
genius in the ER snaps to the fact that this kid's arm is 
healing without being set. Lawsuit! Lawsuit! What to 
do? What to do? 

The Docs go to work on the arm and make a call to 
child welfare complaining about the mother medically 
neglecting her child. Let's see: plaster, lawyer, gauze. 
It's not great medicine, but it is a g'reat legal defense. 

Now that's our parable. Let's review the moral and 
ethical points as I see them. " 

First, when you have both the opportunity and the 
responsi.bility to do a job, go ahead and do the whole 
thing, i.e. set the kid's ann. In a chaotic world complete
ness and speed are a virtue, 

Two, remember, not everyone is as intelligent, strong, 
competent and well-off as you. There are even people 
.who cannot read or wl'ite. 

Three, take responsibility for yourself and the 
organization. The "buck" has to stop somewhere. 

E-mail service for readers 
The student newspaper InterCOM now has e-mail 
(Intercom_ Editor@hotmail.com) for students, faculty and 
staff to voice questions or comments regarding COM clubs, 
events or policies. Letters to the Editor may be sent bye
mail or regular mail. Messages will be responded to on a 
re'guiar basis. Questions of interest to the total college 
conununity will be published on a space-available basis . 

,. 

Tech skills offered 
Continued from Page 1~---------
and intermediate machining, using equipm~nt that is the 
latest in technology. The high-tech equipment is on edu
cational loan from HASS Corporation, Champion Ma
chines and Texas City High School. Some machines were 
d?~ated by the Johnson Space Center Manufacturing Di
v1s1on. 

"Each machine costs hundreds of thousands of dollars," 
Neugent explained, adding that without those contribu
tions the program might not have been possible. 

At the center students can acquire marketable skills, 
designed with direct input from the industry which has 

· had a high demand for machinists. Neugent said,"The de
mand for skilled workers tends to follow the oil industry; 
it has been climbing:' 

Students learn with a software program called Path 
TraceTech and use CAD CAM, a high-tech program that 
allows drafters to send the infonnation via computer to 
another program called CNC which reads the draft de
sign and turns it into a physical rendition. 

Since Sept 27, the center has been offering a new pro
gram: Computer Cable Installer Technician, This 80-hour 
hands-on course, meets Mondays and Wednesdays, 6-10 
p.m, and runs through Dec. 6. It teaches students to in
stall new cabling, terminations (outlets) and hubs (distri
bution boxes) on existing systems that have become ob
solete. 

Other proposed programs will provide training in the 
Microsoft Office series, such as Excel and Word, and 
Internet training. 

Students may register at COM, San Jacinto College 
South or at the Technology Training Center located at 100 
East NASA Road 1, Suite 110. Phone registration is avail
able with a valid credit card (Visa, Mastercard). 

For more information call Neugent at the center num
ber, (281} 557-0300, or you may e-maif'him at 
<Lneugent@mail.mainland.cc.tx:..us>. 

Students happier with 
new registration process 
Continued from Page 1 

Telephone registration, which was activated summer 98, 
has had a major impact on the long registration lines by 
allowing a sizable number of students to register from 
any place at any time. Griffith said one student told him, 
"Telephone registration is great! I work and it is hard for 
me to get here and have to wait in lines to register. I like 

it a lot." 

Students arc happy registration has been streamlined. 
"It takes less time to register," another student told Griffith, 
"Last summer I was out here for four hours before I was 
able to register. This time I made it in under an hour." 

Faculty and staff recognized Griffith's contributions by 
voting him Employee of the Month for November 1998. 
· COM Professor Susan Plasek wrote in an evaluation, 
"All registrations (early, regular and late) were much im
proved. Even though I was not able to volunteer in the 
'pit area' (Administration Building lobby), Larry G. kept 
us well informed!' 

'Griffith said that COM music Professor Sparky 
Koerner, who joined the committee in .spring 1998, and 
Alex Pratt, acting dean since fall 1998, have been of enor
mous help in streamlining the registration process. 

Griffith hopes the spring 2000 registration will be the 
smoothest yet. He is proposing that it be held in one loca
lion, the Gym. 

Writing class begins Oct. 25 · 
If you need help with writing skills, preparing for the 

TASP or brushing up on gr.immar, enroll in DEVW 
0360.07, which meets Oct. 25-Dec.3 Mondays-Thursdays 
from 2-4:20. p.m. For information contact Professor Cathy 
Moran, Learning Assistance Center lab manager at Ext. 
218. For off-campus calls dial (409) 938-1211 or toll free 
I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 218. 

• 
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Dell Johnson (center) a COM student, receives the Marathon-Ashland Process Technology $1000 Scholarship 
f~m Duncan Welder (far left} of Marathon-Ashland Petroleum. With Johnson are Welder; Mary Ann Amelong, 
director of Development/COM Foundation; Johnson; BIii Kepner, Marathon-Ashland Petroleum; and BIii Raley 
assosclated dean of Technical Programs at COM. (Photo by Jim •Higgins) 

Professor stresses importance of diversity 
By DAN SELLERS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's new Spanish Professor Rafael 
Naranjo opened Hispanic Heritage Month Sept 15 in the . 
Leaming Resources Center with a lecture on the impor
tance of language education. 

Naranjo's address emphasized the point that "language, · 
is a way of feeling reality not only a repertoire of sym- · 
bols." He added, ''Language therefore must be learned in 
context with the culture;-''---

Naranjo stressed that "in order to learn Spanish, we 
also must know the cultural, historical and geographical 
context of the peoples that speak the language." He quoted 
Argentine poet, Jorge Luis Borges "un idioma es una 
tradicion ( a language is a tradition)," 

Naranjo said that even though historians call the year 
1492 (the year Christopher Columbus discovered 
America) the year of conquest and discovery, he, how-

Fall '99 InterCOM staff 

ever, prefers to see it as the encounter of cultures, 
According to Naranjo, Spanish is not a foreign language 

but simply one of the indigenous languages of America. 
"Much of the United States was once Spanish territory 
including Texas, Arizona, New Mexico and California," 
and Spanish was spoken in these territories, 

Naranjo pointed out that the last census counted 24 mil
lion Hispanics currently living in the United States, which 
according to the United Nations 1998 census, has a total 
population of 274,028,000. By the year 2045, Hispanics 
wilHie·the country~ large~t minority-group. Whatwill be 
COM 's response to this shift in demographics? Naranjo 
said, "We are on the right track." 

COM now has one of the largest number of students 
studying Spanish. "Only by learning to communicate can 
we expect to maintain a civil society," 

The opening, sponsored by the Hispanic Organization 
for Leaming Advancement, kicked off Hispanic Heritage 
Month which is observed between Sept. 15 and Oct. 15. 

Michael Navarro (center) leads the fall '99 lnterCOM sta~ as managing editor. Hia staff {from left, front ,ow) 
are Elias de la Cerda Jr., assistant editor; Karen Odom; Pat Wheeler; Brad Stevenson, cartoonist; (back row 
from left) Frank Lam'anaco; Matt Tasler; Joyce Cauley; and Rach81 Oelanoix. Not pictured are Dan Sellers 
and Jason Marcelo. {Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
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Self-defense tactics 
taught at workshop 
By KAREN ODOM 
Staff Reporter 

Do you know what actions to take if you suddenly find 
yourself the victim of a life-threatening assault? College 
of the Mainland offered a free self-defense workshop Oct. 
5 to demonstrate crime prevention techniques and to help 
participants develop their own self-defense strategies. 

The instructor for the workshop was Al Garza of Al 
Garza's Martial Arts America in l..e<!gue City. 

"What equips me to teach this is that I have taught po
lice officers how to survive the settings that they arc in," 
Garza explained. "What I am trying to do with my per
sonal safety training is to teach the general public how to 
deal with the attacker because we arc the ones that will 
face the criminal before a policeman ever does." 

The GCIC qualifying 3-on-3 basketball tournament winners will compete at Sports Day OCt. 14. They are are (from 
left) Dominique Green, Schon Brooks, Byron Marshall. Tony Evans ls not pictured. -(Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Garza has 28 years experience in the martial arts, is a 
fifth degree black belt in Tae Kwan Do and a RAD, Rape 
Aggression Defense, certified national instructor. He also 
has been an instructor at the COM Police Academy. 

COM to host fall GCIC Sports Day 
"People panic in situations when they don't have a 

plan," Garza said. 
He covered personal safety programs, such as Recog

nize-Avoid-Defend, Rape Aggression Defense and Strong 
Against Crime, which teaches the use of self-defense in 
all types of situations, whether it be traveling, being in 
your home, or becoming the target of an armed robber. 
He said to remember the three B's in resisting an attacker: 
"blinding, breath and balance." 

By MATI TASLER 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland will host the Gulf Coast Inter
collegiate Conference Sports Day Oct. 14. 

Sports Day is held each semester, with the conference 
colleges rotaling as hosts. COM last hosted in 1996. 

Sports Day "provides a fiin and enjoyable day of com
petition within the area colleges," said Maryann Urick, 
Recrec1tional Programs and Student Activities coordina-
lor. • 

COM Spnrts Day competitors for 3-on-3 basketball and 
tennis already have been decided in tournaments. Domi
nique Green, Schon Brooks, Byron Marshall and Tony 
Evans were on the winning basketball team in the tourna-.• 
mcnt held in the Gym Sept. 29. 

Helbert Salandananw.as the first place winner and Ken
neth Wyatt the second place winner of the Sept. 27 tennis 
tournament. They will represent COM in the Sports Day 

Session to guide weight use 
College of the Mainland will hold a weight training 

workshop in the weight room of the Gym, P-119, on Oct. 
18 from 7:30-9 p.m. At least 10 people are needed to have 
the workshop. The sign-up- deadline is Wednesday, Oct: 
13. Galen Hayward, adjunct P.E. instructor and a !rlem
ber of the Maintenance Team, will conduct the workshop. 
He will demonstrate how to use the equipment available 
to students, faculty and staff. 

For more information contact Maryann Urick, Recre
ational Programs and Student Activities coordinator, at 
(409) 938-1211 ortoll free at I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

GCIC to hold bowling day 
- The Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Bowl

ing Sports Day will be held at Annadilla Lanes in 
Pasadena on Nov. 3. 

Participants must be i;redit students, registered 
for at least one credit class. The GCIC bowling team 
will consist of six men and six women. Students . 
must sign up at the front desk in the Gym by Oct. 
29 and tel1 the clerk their bowling averages. 

For more information contact Maryann Urick, 
Recreational Programs and Student Activities co
ordinator, at (409) 938-1211 or toll free I (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 418. 

tennis matches. 
Students also will compete in the following events: 8-

ball, racquetball, wftball, ·table tennis and volleyball. 
Each school will have· one coed team for softball anO 

one coed team for volleyball. Table tennis requires two,_.,. 
players for a team, male or female, from ~ach participat
ing school. The other events will require all-male teams 
Or all-female teams. 

The majority of events will be held on campus. Soft
ball will be played at Friendswood Sports Park. The bas
ketball tournament will be at the Lowry Center; male rac
quetball competitions Wm be held at the Lowry Courts. 

The following colleges have been invited to participate: 
Alvin Community, Brazosport, Galveston, Houston Com
munity, Kingwood, Lee, Montgomery, North Harris, San 
Jacinto-Central, San Jacinto-North, San Jacinto-South, 
Tomball and Wharton County. 

For more information contact Urick at (409) 938-1211 
or toll free at I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

The workshop taught some sound principles to help 
people develop a plan so they will be more likely to act 
based on decisions they have made ahead of time· and less 
likely to panic. Garza said he cannot stress the impor
tance of this enough "because once you are in a life threat
ening situation, it is too late to start making decisions." 

Women were encouraged to participate in this hands
on workshop. According to Garza, women and children 
are the most abused people in our society."One out of 
every three college girls will be or has been the Victim of 
a sexual assault." 

Duke Drewry, a computer technician at COM, also was 
an instructor at the workshop. He is a second degree black 
belt with eight years experience in the martial arts. 

Winners of the tennis tournament held Sept. 29 to determine who would represent COM in the GCIC Sports 
Day, Oct. 14, are first place Helbert Salandanan {third from left} and second place Kenneth Wyatt {second 
from left). Others pictured (from left) are Mark McCoy, Brian Berg, Travis Marion, and Mark Adams, COM 
Arena Theatre director. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

• 
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Halloween, daylight
saving share Oct. 31 
By JOYCE CAULEY 
Staff Reporter 

Daylight-saving ti.me changes back to standard time on 
the morning of Halloween, Sunday, Oct. 31, at 2 a.m. 

Remember the slogan "spring forward and fall back." 
Set your clocks back one hour Saturday night or you will 
experience this year's first Halloween trick (as in trick
or-treat) Sunday morning. Yau will be one hour early for 
any scheduled event or appointment. So rather than being 
tricked, .get your treat, an extra hour of sleep. 

People have different thoughts about daylight-saving 
time. Most of the College of the Mainland students who 
were interviewed like it, a fow don't and others had no 
opinion. One person mentioned "the hassle of resetting 
all the clocks in the house." 

Today, it see;.s almost every appliance has a clock. This 
includes microwaves, VCRs, telephone answering ma
chines and computers. And don't forget automatic coffee 
·makers, pagers and cellular phones. Another comment 
was, "Why don't they just pick a time and leave it alone." 
Indiana has done just that; it stays on Eastern standard 
time year-round. About 30 years ago Indiana elected not 
lo change to daylight-saving time; so it changed from Cen
tral standard time to Eastern standard time. 

Benjamin Franklin (l 706-1790) was among the first to 
suggest that some plan be adopted to save on candles and 
provide a longer evening of light. But credit is given to 
William Willett (1857-1915) of Chelsfia, England, for pro
posing and campaigning for a defitlite plan, which he de
scribed in his book Waste of Daylight (1907). 

According to the World Book Encyclopedia, Britain used 
daylight timt= during World War I (1914- 1918) hut called 
it "Summer Time." The United States adopted daylight· 
saving .time in 1918, but repealed it in August 1919 be
cause farmers strongly objected to adjusting their work 
schedules. During World War II, the United States ob
served it from Feb. 9, 1942, to Sept. 30, 1945, and also at 
other times over the years to save energy by reducing 
evening use of lighting. 

However, since 198T- daylight-saving time has beguJI 
on the first Sunday in April and ended on the last Sunday 
of October. 

Early registration Nov. 30 
The spring 2()(X) semester early registration for return

ing students begins Nov. 30, running through Dec. 1, in 
the Admissions Office IOCllted in the Administration Build
ing. Regular registration for new students will be held 
Jan. 1-13. 

Telephone registration, whiCh also is only for returning 
students, begins Nov. 30 and ends Dec. 17. JnstructionS 
for telephone registration are at t'he Admissions office. 

For more information regarding registration, contact the 
Admissions Office at ( 409) 938-12 J 1, or toll-free, 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 264. 

Sketchbooks on exhibit 
By ELIAS DE IA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

Daily Drawings, an exhibition of drawings by artists 
John Gaunt and Jim Shaw, currently is on display in the 
College of the Mainland Art Gallery loclited in the Fine 
Arts Building. The exhibit continues through Oct. 17. 

Included in the exhibition are sketch books by both art
ists. "Visitors are encouraged to go through the sketch 
books ... to see how fonn and ideas are created," said Janet 
Hassinger, director of the gallery. 

Gallery hours are Mondays and Wednesdays, noon-5 
p.m. ; and Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 11'he 
gallery also is open one hour before theater performances. 

For more information call Hassinger at (409) 93£-1211 
or toll free at 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 354. 
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1999-2000 COM theater season underway 
By RACHEL DELANOIX 
Staff Reporter 

If you're looking for fun and laughter, don't miss the 
second offering of College of the Mainland's 1999-20CK) 
theater season. Kaufman -and Hart's You Can't Take lt 
With You opens Oct. 28. Free preview night for COM 
students, facnlty, staff and families is Ocr. 27 at 8 p.m. 

This American comedy about an unconventional.fam
ily, directed by COM Arena Theatre Director Mark 
Adams, closes Nov. 21. 

· The year 2000 begins with the timeless classic, Ten
nessee Williams' The Glass Menagerie, directed by COM 
Theater Programs Director Jack Westin. The play runs 
from Jan. 20 to Feb. 13. 

Next to come is a Southwest Premiere, the comedy/ 

drama The Good TiflteS Are Killing Me, by Lynda Barry. 
Adams directs thfs stchy about the friendship of two girls. 
It runs from Marr.Jt 23 to April 16. 

Ray Bradbury's The Marti~n Chronicles, called "an 
otherworldly epic," is directed by Westin. It opens June 1 
and closes June.25. 

COM's summer musical is the Steven Sondheim com
edy A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum. 
Directed by Adams, it is set in ancient Rome. It opens 

' July 27 and closes Aug. 20. 
Moliere's The Miser kicked off CO M's 1999-2000 the

a1er season Sept. 9 with the tale of a man 'and his money. 
The play was directed by Westin and closed Oct. 3. 

For information on auditions, reservations and seawn 
tickets, call the Arena Theatre box office at ( 409) 938-
1211 or toll free I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 345. 

Handwriting strokes reveal character, potential 
By PAT WHEELER 
Staff Reporter 

Have you ever wondered what your handwriting re
veals about you? 

It reveals a great deal. Not only your conscious, but 
also your subconscious mind i:; recorded in your writing. 
Your personality is reflected in your handwriting by the 
slant, weight, size, speed and rhythm of your stroke. 

Graphoanalysis, a method of handwriting analysis, can 
determine your character, talents and potential for suc
cess. It cannot, however, reveal your age, sex or race. 
Nor can ii predict your future. 

Graphoanalysis should never be confused with graphol
ogy, which is the gene;al study of handwriting. 

When you see a sample of hieroglyphics, do you feel a 
connection with the person who wrote it? Since ancient 
times man has been fascinated by what is reflected' in 
handwriting. 

Graphoanalysis was developed by Dr. M.N. Bunker 
more than 70 years a!,o, As a teacher he was intrigued by 
the similarities and differences in strokes of writing. He 
began his research by studious observation and detailed 
examination. Today this research, ,directed by the Chi
cago-based In ternational Graphoanalysis Society, ls 
known worldwide and the society is considered an au
thority in this field. 

Handwriting is really brainwriting. Much the same as 
your brain tells your legs to walk across the room, it teHs 
your fingers the manner in which to wrile. rf you lose the 

' 

use of your hands and must write with your toes, your 
personality will likewise be reflected in your writing. 

We are all unique. Writing reflects personality, and per
sonality reflects all the experiences a person has lived 
through. This is why no two people write alike. Once a 
person dies, his or her combination of talents and traits 
will be gone forever. Two styles of writing may look alike, 
but not to the eyes of an expert. 

Thomas Gainsborough, the English portrait painter 
(1727-1788) insisted on a sample of his subject's writing 
which he kept in full view as he P.ainted. He was con
vinced it held the essence of his subJect. 

Who can benefit from l'iandwriting analysis? Anyone 
who needs or wants to know himself or herself better. 

Graphoanalysis can help students determine their tal
ents and potential so they may effectively choose college 

· courses or a career. It call help employers hire the most 
qualified applicants. It even can help retired couples who 
have developed in different directions during the years 
they raised their families to understand how they differ, 
so that they can begin to enjoy the variety each bring:i; to 
retirement. 

Graphoanalysis is registered in the Library of Congress 
as a psychological tool. The i.J.S. Supreme Court has ruled 
that handwriting is in the same category as appearance or 
tone of voice and therefore does not have Fifth Amend
ment protection. 

Graphoanalysis is being used more frequently by cor
porations and industries where honesty and integrity are 
of prime importance . 
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Naranjo new COM 
. . 

Spanish professor 
By DAN SELLERS 
Staff Reporter 

"What happened at the last dinosaur convention?" asks 
the new Sp'"1.ish professor with the curious black hat as 
he weaves like a prize fighter in front of his class. The 
class is a bit stunned, their eyes brighten and they sit up. 
This is not the educational blue plate special they are nor
mally served. 
· College of the Mainland ha.:1 gained a new assistant pro

fessor of Spanish this semester. Rafael Naranjo, formerly 
of Jackson, Miss., accepted.a posi\ia'n on the Hunianities 
Team in August. 

Naranjo, who claims he is older than his teeth but not 
as old as his grandfather, was born, in a year he won't 
mention, on Oct. 26. 

Naranjo's father died. when Naranjo was 5 years old. 
This tragedy left him, his mother and two brothers, with
out a· provider. 

Jacinta Naranjo, an intelligent and energetic woman, 
whom Naranjo describes as "the greatest intluen·ce in my 
life," went to work to support her three fatherless chil
dren. Today Jacinta Naranjo and her children own a suc
cessful construction supply business in Oaxaca, Mexico. 

"We were very poor when I was a child," Naranjo says, 
"but I did get a basic education and a great deal of classi
cal literature." His childhood taste for the classics paid 
large educational dividends in later.years. 

In 1985 Naranjo relocated to Amarillo with a CathoJic 
religious order. "I knew very little English and felt very 
out of place." He enrolled at Amarillo College and began 
life as a freshman. In 1989 he earned a bachelor of arts 
degree in philosophy and psy<:holo~y at rhe College of 
Santa Fe in Santa Fe, N.M. 

Naranjo moved to Texas Tech University in Lubbock 
in August 1989, and completed a master of arts degree in 
foreign languages in 1992. He has completed all require
ments but a dissertation for his doctoral degree in Penin
sular Spanish literature. The topic for his dissertation is 
"The Life and Works of Fray Hortensia Felix Paravicino 
1580-1633." Fray Paravjcino was a baroque poet and 
writer and holds a place in Spanish literature equivalent 
to that of John Milton in English literature. 

Naranjo is accustomed to hard work. In addition to pre-

• ' . 

COM's new Spanish Professor Rafael Naranjo Intends to build a strong Spanish language program. 
Naranjo considers Spanish one of the Indigenous languages of Texas. He sees himself as "having an 
opportunity at COM to be a bridge between cultures." (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

vious university teaching positions, he has held jobs as a 
janitor, waiter, chauffeur, hotel administrator, singer and 
tutor. The road to a college teaching position has not been 
easy for this small town boy from Oaxaca. 

At S feet 7 inches and 190 pounds Naranjo is a fireball 
of enthusiasm, intellectual power and energy in the class
room-an Oscar de la Hoya of pedagogy. And like the 
Golden Boy boxer, Naranjo is knowledgeable, courteous 
and professional. Also, this man can teach. 

Naranjo describes himself as a "couch potato who val
ues the concept of exercise and is planning to begin an 
exercise program-someday." His favorite hobbies are 
reading and talking. "Reading, for me, has become an ad
diction which gets in the way of other useful and signifi
cant work." His favorite autho·rs are Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez, Octavio Paz, Umberto Eco and Shusaku Endo. 

He counts as one of the significant experiences of his 
life the time he spent directing .the play, Los Vendidos 

(Those Who Sold Out), by Luis Valdez. His favorite drink 
is a margarita and he is particularly fond of Whoppers. 

Naranjo holds a warm place in his heart for Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta. Oddly, he also is an admirer of Den
nis Rodman. "Only the best can be what they want to be, 
if not, they are called fools." Naranjo says. 

Naranjo bclieVes that in the next 25 ye'ars Texas will 
change dramatically and that Hispanic culture and lan
guage Will be the predominant agent of modification. He 
intends to build a strong Spanish language program and 
sees himself as "having ~n opportunity at COM to be a 
bridge between cultures." Naranjo sees Spanish not as a 

- foreign languaSe but simply one.of the indigenous lan
guages of Texas. 

What happened at the last dinosaur convention? They 
voted not to evolve. COM has a new Spanish professor 

· committed to change. It's not a guarantee, but it is cer
tainly a positive step in the right direction. 

SAB screens free movie, Tanan, in LRC Oct. 8-9 
Information about COM 
helpful for new students 

By JOYCE CAULEY 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities 
Board will screen Tarzan Friday aqd Saturday, Oct. 8 
and 9, at 7 p.m. in the Leaming Resources Center Au
ditorium, Room L-13 l. 

Tarzan is Walt Disney's latest animated musical and 
has a Grating. It is a story about a human orphan raised 
by a family of apes in the African jungle. The orphan 
(Tarzan) must deal with the differences between him
self and his primate family and friends as Well as .the 
arrival of other humans, when Tarzan and the primates' 
peaceful life is disrupted by the human expedition. 

A few alterations were made to this classic story, 
but for the most part the movie follows the traditional 
and welHcnown Edgar Rice Burroughs' story. The most 
obvious omission is Cheetah, Tarzan's chimp sidekick. 

The voices for the animated characters are well cho
sen: Tarzan, Tony Goldwyn; Terk, Rosie O'Donnell; 
Kala, Glenn Close; Kerchak, Lance Henriksen; Jane, 
Minnie Driver; Tantor, Wayne Knight; Clayton, Brian 
Blessed; and Professor Porter, Nigel Hawthorne. 

Close does a superb job· of portraying the caring 
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mother and Driver is perfectly cast as the prim and 
proper young Englishwoman. 

The movie contains some menacing scenes which 
may not be appropriate for small children, such as the 
ferocious leopard Sabor killing Kala's baby (off cam
era). Kala and the others briefly grieve. Later Kala sees 
that a leopard has killed Tarzan's human parents leav
ing bloody paw prints inside the tree house. 

Weapons, such as a gun, knives and swords are used 
throughout the movie. Terk and her friends show inap
propriate behav.iorwhen they wreck the humans'camp, 
breaking dishes while dancing to the beat of a song. 
However, the movie presents an excellent opportunity 
for parents to discuss violence, inappropriate behavior 
and language, such as "idiot," "freaky" and "shut your 
trunk," with their children. 

Toe music is some of Disney's best in years. Al
though somewh,at loud and frightening at times, it fits 
perfectly with the scenes it accompanies. 

Enough thrilling moments abound to keep children 
of all ages entertained for 11/2 hours. For more infor
mation call Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs and 
Student Activities coordinator, at (409) 938-1211 or 
toll free 1 (888) 258-8859. Ext. 418. 

By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

Being a new student in college can be quite ch~lleng
ing. The level of expectations from teachers and parents, 
along with the pressures of working, and in some cases 
supporting a family, can cause disturbances in a student's 
everyday life. Even more basic, however, is the need to 
find one's way around campus to attend those classes that 
are hard to fit into schedule. 

Then there is the trouble of finding time for lunch, 
studying, relaxing, or just having fun. But help is avail
able. Co)lege of the Mainland provides many Services 
and facilities to help students lead an enjoyable, conve

nient and safe campus life. 
The campus has two main eating areas. The largest, 

located in the Student Center, serves hot meals consist
ing of entrees ranging from hamburgers to chicken fried 
steak and vegetables, as well as baked potatoes with all 
the trimmings, salads, snacks, and bottled and fountain 
drinks. Breakfast, ranging from breakfast taquitos to hash 
b~owns, is served during all business hours. A microwave 
also is proyided for students choosing to bring their own 
meals. The hsmrs are Mondays through Thursdays, 8 a.m. 

· See Many Page 5 
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Many campus facilities 
available for students 
Continued from Page 4----------
to 2 p.m. and 5 to 7 p.m.; and Fridays, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

The second eating facility is located in the southeast

ern (the oldest) section of the TechnicatNocational Build
ing. This room, has booths, soda, juice and coffee ma. 

chines, snack machines, and a machine with sandwiches 
and hot pockets, and various other hot and cold foods. A 
microwave also is provided. This snack bar is open as 
long as the builditig is open. 

Students needing research sources can check out books, 
and audio and video tapes at the library located in the 
Leaming Resources Center. Televisions and tape players 
are available to watch the videos and listen to the tapes. 
Students also can use the various reference files and read 
a variety of magazines as well as newspapers. The library 
also offers several computers to surf the Internet. HOurs 
are Mondays through Thursdays, 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Fri • . 
days, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Computers in the Innovations Lab in the Technical/Vo
cational Building, Room TVB-320, also offer fntemet use, 
as well as being available fortypingpapers. Certain classes 
such as Introduction to Fitness require students to take 
wellness surveys available only on computer programs 
in the lab. Innovalions Lab hours are Mondays 7:30 a.m. 
to 8:30 p.m.; Tuesdays thtough Thursdays, 7:30 a.m. to 
9:30 p.m.; Fridays 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.; and Saturdays, 9 a.m. 
to I p.m. 

The Admissions Office handles enrollment, records and 
transcripts. The Financial Aid Office, in Room A-149, 
handles student loans and jobs, grants and scholarships. 
The Foundation Office, located in Room A-159, awards 
more than 80 scholarships each year ranging from $150 
to $59() per semester. Competition season for scholarships 
is between January and March each year.~ mini-season 
runs the last ha1f of August. The Advisement Center, lo
cated in RoomA-147, helps students decide which classes· 
to take for their degree plans, as well as helping them 
choose degree plans. 

Students who need to air grievances may visit Dr. Bill 
· Spillar, the college ombudsman, whose office is in the 

Advisement Center. He along with a committee of stu
dents, staff and faculty mediate any grievances a student 
may have with instructors, staff or other students. A little 
known fact is that the Advisement Cen~r both organizes 
and choreographs the entire graduation ceremony. 

COM ReCreational Programs provide various athletic 
and recreational facilities in the Gym and on campus 
grounds to students with a valid ID. 

Students can enjoy basketball and table tennis in the 
Gym, play on six tennis courts and racquetball on two 
courts. A baseball diamond also is available. 

For running,jogging or walking, the path circling Lake 
Eckert and the southeastern part of the campus is ideal. A 
track also is located next to the lennis courts. 

A weight room with both free weights and mp.chine 
wejghts as. well as an aerobic exercise room with 
stairmasters, healthriders and treadmills also are located 
in !he Gym. 

For the water lovers:, there is a pool and a room with 
whirlpools and a sauna. The schedules for each facility 
vary and are posted· in the Gym. Sign-up sheets for recre· 
ational activities such as fun runs, various trips and Sports 
Day eveilts also are located at the front desk of the Gym. 

Gym facilities and equipment are free to COM credit 
studenl'i with ID's. Recreational membership also is avail
able to community members. 

COM also has a full-time police department, which is 
located in the Administration Building in the corridor be
hind the switchboard office. For non-emergencies, the po
lice may be reached on campus at Ext. 403, for emergen
cies call Ext. 599. To call from off-cam.pus dial (409) 938-
1211, or toll free I (888) 258-8859. The police depart
ment also houses the lost and found. 

Officers are on patrol 24 hours a day seven days a week. 
The police department operator answers calls from 7:30 
a.m. to 9 p.m. Mondays through Fridays, and 8 a.m. to 
noon Saturdays. 

• 
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HOLAand COM Amigos members gather for a photo. Amigos are (from left) Okla Perez, ·Lauren Hansmlre, secretary; 
• Adrian Flores, vice president; Maurice Ruiz, presldellt; Luke Papinl, treasurer; HOLA members are Alice Whistler, 

Rafael Naranjo, also the Amigos adviser, and Robert Rodriguez. (Photo by Elias de la Carda Jr.) 

Activities focus on Hispanic Heritage 
Continued from Page 1-----------
Luke Papini, Amigos' treasurer, is from Brazil and speaks 
Portuguese. He is an engineering major. Lauren Hansmire, 
the Amigos' secretary, is pursuing a career in bilingual 
education. Of German descent, she is fluent in German 
and is one of several non-Hispanics of the group. 

Dr. Manuel Urbina, COM history professor, founder 
and curator of the Urbina Musco of History of Mexico in 
Houston, talked about some of the items on display at the 
Leaming Resources Center Library such as a hand-wo
ven tapestry depicting the Sun Stone, or Aztec calendar, 
and a 17th century Spanish coat of arms. 

Next to Dr. Urbina's display is a collection Qf Hispanic 
literature. The collection, selected by COM librarian/cata
loger Robert Rodriguez, includes,Just Because I'm Latin 
Doesn 'I Mean/ Mambo, a success guide for Hispanics by 
Juan Roberto Job; and Daughters of the Fifth Sun, a col
lection of Latin fiction and poetry. 

Capestani-Knape's display in the Fine Arts Building 
includes a traditional Charro dress, pottery and copper 
artifacts from Coahuila, Mexico. 

Growth in the local Hispanic community is reflected in 
CO M's enrollment figures: From 1993-1999 Hispanic en· 
rollment has increased by 12 percent, while white student 
enrollment has dropped by 6 percent. African-American 
student enrollment has increased by 6 percent. 

COM October events include: Selena Remembered, a 
film on the authorized biography of the late Te)ano su
perstar by her father Adrian Quintanilla, Oct. 7 at 7 p.,m. 
in LRC Auditorium, L-131. The program, Cesar Chavez 
and the Farmworkers Struggle for Jttstice, is a presenta
tion by CO M's Social and Behavioral Sciences Team. The 
late Chavez was a civil rights organize,r of the 1960s. ft is 
set for Oct. 12 at Jl a.m. in L-131. Also on Oct. 12, at 
12:30 p.m. the Ball High School folklorico dance group 
will perfonn. 

A panel discussion will follow the video, Biculturism 
andAculturationAmong la1inos, on Oct. 14 at 7 p.m. in 

Students forum Nov. 2 
College of the Mainland will.give all students a chance 

to be heard at the COM Student Concerns Forum to be 
held in the Student Center Nov. 2, during College Hour, 
12:30 to I :30 p.m. Both COM deans, Dr. Henry D. Pope 
and Alex Pratt, as well as COM President Larry L. Stanley, 
arc expected to attend. 

· Forums, held once in the fall and once in the spring, are 
sponsored by the 'Student Activities Board. The forums 
offer all students the opportunity to be heard by the COM 
administration. 

• 

L-131. Members will include Jaime Jimenez and Salva
dor Chapa of the Texas City Independent School District; 
Aida Garza, director of Devereux Humanity Education 
Senior Perspective; Virginia Navarro Vallarta of the Uni
versity of Houston-Clear Lake, a recipient of the Celebrat
ing Your Elders scholarship; and three COM students. 

For more infonnation call Alice Whistler at ( 409) 938-
1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258°8859, Ext 483. ....... ~ .•.........•......... 
• • 
: DOLLARS : • • 
: FOR SCHOLARS : • • 
·: The University of Houston-Clear Lake : 
• congratulates these outstanding College of the • 

• • • • Mainland students on receiving a New Student • 
: Scholarship to attend UH-Clear Lake : · 
• beginning Fall '99. : 

Clairese Carlson - Achievement 
Susan Root - Achievement 
Heather Ostendorf- Cullen 
Arturo Leyva- Goabetter 
Katherine Rodriguez- Goalsetter 
Jennifer Walker- Goalsetter 
Mi>ty Wjkken- PTK 
Serna Beaven - Stellar 
Joyceen Collins-Stellar 
Mark Hinchee- Stellar 
Rose Jenkins - Stellar 

Tina Thorne- Stellar 

UH-Clear Lake is now accepting 
New Student scholarship applications 
for spring 2000. Scholarship 
awards range from $500 to $1000 
annually. Requirements vary with 
each scholarship type. 

:APPLICATION DEADLINE 

IS NOVEMBER 1 
CALL 281-283-2520 for a scholarship packet 

University of Houston r. Clear Lake 
2700BayArea8lvd., Houston, TX 770S8-1098 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

• 

• 

• 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

·' 

·' 

• 

·' 

.• 

·' 

·' 

.• 

I 

.• 



; 

' . 

.,.-

' 
_j 

.. 

•' 

Page 4, October 1!199, lnterCOM 

News/Features 

Naranjo new COM 
. . 

Spanish professor 
By DAN SELLERS 
Staff Reporter 

"What happened at the last dinosaur convention?" asks 
the new Sp'"1.ish professor with the curious black hat as 
he weaves like a prize fighter in front of his class. The 
class is a bit stunned, their eyes brighten and they sit up. 
This is not the educational blue plate special they are nor
mally served. 
· College of the Mainland ha.:1 gained a new assistant pro

fessor of Spanish this semester. Rafael Naranjo, formerly 
of Jackson, Miss., accepted.a posi\ia'n on the Hunianities 
Team in August. 

Naranjo, who claims he is older than his teeth but not 
as old as his grandfather, was born, in a year he won't 
mention, on Oct. 26. 

Naranjo's father died. when Naranjo was 5 years old. 
This tragedy left him, his mother and two brothers, with
out a· provider. 

Jacinta Naranjo, an intelligent and energetic woman, 
whom Naranjo describes as "the greatest intluen·ce in my 
life," went to work to support her three fatherless chil
dren. Today Jacinta Naranjo and her children own a suc
cessful construction supply business in Oaxaca, Mexico. 

"We were very poor when I was a child," Naranjo says, 
"but I did get a basic education and a great deal of classi
cal literature." His childhood taste for the classics paid 
large educational dividends in later.years. 

In 1985 Naranjo relocated to Amarillo with a CathoJic 
religious order. "I knew very little English and felt very 
out of place." He enrolled at Amarillo College and began 
life as a freshman. In 1989 he earned a bachelor of arts 
degree in philosophy and psy<:holo~y at rhe College of 
Santa Fe in Santa Fe, N.M. 

Naranjo moved to Texas Tech University in Lubbock 
in August 1989, and completed a master of arts degree in 
foreign languages in 1992. He has completed all require
ments but a dissertation for his doctoral degree in Penin
sular Spanish literature. The topic for his dissertation is 
"The Life and Works of Fray Hortensia Felix Paravicino 
1580-1633." Fray Paravjcino was a baroque poet and 
writer and holds a place in Spanish literature equivalent 
to that of John Milton in English literature. 

Naranjo is accustomed to hard work. In addition to pre-

• ' . 

COM's new Spanish Professor Rafael Naranjo Intends to build a strong Spanish language program. 
Naranjo considers Spanish one of the Indigenous languages of Texas. He sees himself as "having an 
opportunity at COM to be a bridge between cultures." (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

vious university teaching positions, he has held jobs as a 
janitor, waiter, chauffeur, hotel administrator, singer and 
tutor. The road to a college teaching position has not been 
easy for this small town boy from Oaxaca. 

At S feet 7 inches and 190 pounds Naranjo is a fireball 
of enthusiasm, intellectual power and energy in the class
room-an Oscar de la Hoya of pedagogy. And like the 
Golden Boy boxer, Naranjo is knowledgeable, courteous 
and professional. Also, this man can teach. 

Naranjo describes himself as a "couch potato who val
ues the concept of exercise and is planning to begin an 
exercise program-someday." His favorite hobbies are 
reading and talking. "Reading, for me, has become an ad
diction which gets in the way of other useful and signifi
cant work." His favorite autho·rs are Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez, Octavio Paz, Umberto Eco and Shusaku Endo. 

He counts as one of the significant experiences of his 
life the time he spent directing .the play, Los Vendidos 

(Those Who Sold Out), by Luis Valdez. His favorite drink 
is a margarita and he is particularly fond of Whoppers. 

Naranjo holds a warm place in his heart for Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta. Oddly, he also is an admirer of Den
nis Rodman. "Only the best can be what they want to be, 
if not, they are called fools." Naranjo says. 

Naranjo bclieVes that in the next 25 ye'ars Texas will 
change dramatically and that Hispanic culture and lan
guage Will be the predominant agent of modification. He 
intends to build a strong Spanish language program and 
sees himself as "having ~n opportunity at COM to be a 
bridge between cultures." Naranjo sees Spanish not as a 

- foreign languaSe but simply one.of the indigenous lan
guages of Texas. 

What happened at the last dinosaur convention? They 
voted not to evolve. COM has a new Spanish professor 

· committed to change. It's not a guarantee, but it is cer
tainly a positive step in the right direction. 

SAB screens free movie, Tanan, in LRC Oct. 8-9 
Information about COM 
helpful for new students 

By JOYCE CAULEY 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities 
Board will screen Tarzan Friday aqd Saturday, Oct. 8 
and 9, at 7 p.m. in the Leaming Resources Center Au
ditorium, Room L-13 l. 

Tarzan is Walt Disney's latest animated musical and 
has a Grating. It is a story about a human orphan raised 
by a family of apes in the African jungle. The orphan 
(Tarzan) must deal with the differences between him
self and his primate family and friends as Well as .the 
arrival of other humans, when Tarzan and the primates' 
peaceful life is disrupted by the human expedition. 

A few alterations were made to this classic story, 
but for the most part the movie follows the traditional 
and welHcnown Edgar Rice Burroughs' story. The most 
obvious omission is Cheetah, Tarzan's chimp sidekick. 

The voices for the animated characters are well cho
sen: Tarzan, Tony Goldwyn; Terk, Rosie O'Donnell; 
Kala, Glenn Close; Kerchak, Lance Henriksen; Jane, 
Minnie Driver; Tantor, Wayne Knight; Clayton, Brian 
Blessed; and Professor Porter, Nigel Hawthorne. 

Close does a superb job· of portraying the caring 

• 

mother and Driver is perfectly cast as the prim and 
proper young Englishwoman. 

The movie contains some menacing scenes which 
may not be appropriate for small children, such as the 
ferocious leopard Sabor killing Kala's baby (off cam
era). Kala and the others briefly grieve. Later Kala sees 
that a leopard has killed Tarzan's human parents leav
ing bloody paw prints inside the tree house. 

Weapons, such as a gun, knives and swords are used 
throughout the movie. Terk and her friends show inap
propriate behav.iorwhen they wreck the humans'camp, 
breaking dishes while dancing to the beat of a song. 
However, the movie presents an excellent opportunity 
for parents to discuss violence, inappropriate behavior 
and language, such as "idiot," "freaky" and "shut your 
trunk," with their children. 

Toe music is some of Disney's best in years. Al
though somewh,at loud and frightening at times, it fits 
perfectly with the scenes it accompanies. 

Enough thrilling moments abound to keep children 
of all ages entertained for 11/2 hours. For more infor
mation call Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs and 
Student Activities coordinator, at (409) 938-1211 or 
toll free 1 (888) 258-8859. Ext. 418. 

By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

Being a new student in college can be quite ch~lleng
ing. The level of expectations from teachers and parents, 
along with the pressures of working, and in some cases 
supporting a family, can cause disturbances in a student's 
everyday life. Even more basic, however, is the need to 
find one's way around campus to attend those classes that 
are hard to fit into schedule. 

Then there is the trouble of finding time for lunch, 
studying, relaxing, or just having fun. But help is avail
able. Co)lege of the Mainland provides many Services 
and facilities to help students lead an enjoyable, conve

nient and safe campus life. 
The campus has two main eating areas. The largest, 

located in the Student Center, serves hot meals consist
ing of entrees ranging from hamburgers to chicken fried 
steak and vegetables, as well as baked potatoes with all 
the trimmings, salads, snacks, and bottled and fountain 
drinks. Breakfast, ranging from breakfast taquitos to hash 
b~owns, is served during all business hours. A microwave 
also is proyided for students choosing to bring their own 
meals. The hsmrs are Mondays through Thursdays, 8 a.m. 

· See Many Page 5 
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Many campus facilities 
available for students 
Continued from Page 4----------
to 2 p.m. and 5 to 7 p.m.; and Fridays, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

The second eating facility is located in the southeast

ern (the oldest) section of the TechnicatNocational Build
ing. This room, has booths, soda, juice and coffee ma. 

chines, snack machines, and a machine with sandwiches 
and hot pockets, and various other hot and cold foods. A 
microwave also is provided. This snack bar is open as 
long as the builditig is open. 

Students needing research sources can check out books, 
and audio and video tapes at the library located in the 
Leaming Resources Center. Televisions and tape players 
are available to watch the videos and listen to the tapes. 
Students also can use the various reference files and read 
a variety of magazines as well as newspapers. The library 
also offers several computers to surf the Internet. HOurs 
are Mondays through Thursdays, 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Fri • . 
days, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Computers in the Innovations Lab in the Technical/Vo
cational Building, Room TVB-320, also offer fntemet use, 
as well as being available fortypingpapers. Certain classes 
such as Introduction to Fitness require students to take 
wellness surveys available only on computer programs 
in the lab. Innovalions Lab hours are Mondays 7:30 a.m. 
to 8:30 p.m.; Tuesdays thtough Thursdays, 7:30 a.m. to 
9:30 p.m.; Fridays 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.; and Saturdays, 9 a.m. 
to I p.m. 

The Admissions Office handles enrollment, records and 
transcripts. The Financial Aid Office, in Room A-149, 
handles student loans and jobs, grants and scholarships. 
The Foundation Office, located in Room A-159, awards 
more than 80 scholarships each year ranging from $150 
to $59() per semester. Competition season for scholarships 
is between January and March each year.~ mini-season 
runs the last ha1f of August. The Advisement Center, lo
cated in RoomA-147, helps students decide which classes· 
to take for their degree plans, as well as helping them 
choose degree plans. 

Students who need to air grievances may visit Dr. Bill 
· Spillar, the college ombudsman, whose office is in the 

Advisement Center. He along with a committee of stu
dents, staff and faculty mediate any grievances a student 
may have with instructors, staff or other students. A little 
known fact is that the Advisement Cen~r both organizes 
and choreographs the entire graduation ceremony. 

COM ReCreational Programs provide various athletic 
and recreational facilities in the Gym and on campus 
grounds to students with a valid ID. 

Students can enjoy basketball and table tennis in the 
Gym, play on six tennis courts and racquetball on two 
courts. A baseball diamond also is available. 

For running,jogging or walking, the path circling Lake 
Eckert and the southeastern part of the campus is ideal. A 
track also is located next to the lennis courts. 

A weight room with both free weights and mp.chine 
wejghts as. well as an aerobic exercise room with 
stairmasters, healthriders and treadmills also are located 
in !he Gym. 

For the water lovers:, there is a pool and a room with 
whirlpools and a sauna. The schedules for each facility 
vary and are posted· in the Gym. Sign-up sheets for recre· 
ational activities such as fun runs, various trips and Sports 
Day eveilts also are located at the front desk of the Gym. 

Gym facilities and equipment are free to COM credit 
studenl'i with ID's. Recreational membership also is avail
able to community members. 

COM also has a full-time police department, which is 
located in the Administration Building in the corridor be
hind the switchboard office. For non-emergencies, the po
lice may be reached on campus at Ext. 403, for emergen
cies call Ext. 599. To call from off-cam.pus dial (409) 938-
1211, or toll free I (888) 258-8859. The police depart
ment also houses the lost and found. 

Officers are on patrol 24 hours a day seven days a week. 
The police department operator answers calls from 7:30 
a.m. to 9 p.m. Mondays through Fridays, and 8 a.m. to 
noon Saturdays. 
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HOLAand COM Amigos members gather for a photo. Amigos are (from left) Okla Perez, ·Lauren Hansmlre, secretary; 
• Adrian Flores, vice president; Maurice Ruiz, presldellt; Luke Papinl, treasurer; HOLA members are Alice Whistler, 

Rafael Naranjo, also the Amigos adviser, and Robert Rodriguez. (Photo by Elias de la Carda Jr.) 

Activities focus on Hispanic Heritage 
Continued from Page 1-----------
Luke Papini, Amigos' treasurer, is from Brazil and speaks 
Portuguese. He is an engineering major. Lauren Hansmire, 
the Amigos' secretary, is pursuing a career in bilingual 
education. Of German descent, she is fluent in German 
and is one of several non-Hispanics of the group. 

Dr. Manuel Urbina, COM history professor, founder 
and curator of the Urbina Musco of History of Mexico in 
Houston, talked about some of the items on display at the 
Leaming Resources Center Library such as a hand-wo
ven tapestry depicting the Sun Stone, or Aztec calendar, 
and a 17th century Spanish coat of arms. 

Next to Dr. Urbina's display is a collection Qf Hispanic 
literature. The collection, selected by COM librarian/cata
loger Robert Rodriguez, includes,Just Because I'm Latin 
Doesn 'I Mean/ Mambo, a success guide for Hispanics by 
Juan Roberto Job; and Daughters of the Fifth Sun, a col
lection of Latin fiction and poetry. 

Capestani-Knape's display in the Fine Arts Building 
includes a traditional Charro dress, pottery and copper 
artifacts from Coahuila, Mexico. 

Growth in the local Hispanic community is reflected in 
CO M's enrollment figures: From 1993-1999 Hispanic en· 
rollment has increased by 12 percent, while white student 
enrollment has dropped by 6 percent. African-American 
student enrollment has increased by 6 percent. 

COM October events include: Selena Remembered, a 
film on the authorized biography of the late Te)ano su
perstar by her father Adrian Quintanilla, Oct. 7 at 7 p.,m. 
in LRC Auditorium, L-131. The program, Cesar Chavez 
and the Farmworkers Struggle for Jttstice, is a presenta
tion by CO M's Social and Behavioral Sciences Team. The 
late Chavez was a civil rights organize,r of the 1960s. ft is 
set for Oct. 12 at Jl a.m. in L-131. Also on Oct. 12, at 
12:30 p.m. the Ball High School folklorico dance group 
will perfonn. 

A panel discussion will follow the video, Biculturism 
andAculturationAmong la1inos, on Oct. 14 at 7 p.m. in 

Students forum Nov. 2 
College of the Mainland will.give all students a chance 

to be heard at the COM Student Concerns Forum to be 
held in the Student Center Nov. 2, during College Hour, 
12:30 to I :30 p.m. Both COM deans, Dr. Henry D. Pope 
and Alex Pratt, as well as COM President Larry L. Stanley, 
arc expected to attend. 

· Forums, held once in the fall and once in the spring, are 
sponsored by the 'Student Activities Board. The forums 
offer all students the opportunity to be heard by the COM 
administration. 

• 

L-131. Members will include Jaime Jimenez and Salva
dor Chapa of the Texas City Independent School District; 
Aida Garza, director of Devereux Humanity Education 
Senior Perspective; Virginia Navarro Vallarta of the Uni
versity of Houston-Clear Lake, a recipient of the Celebrat
ing Your Elders scholarship; and three COM students. 

For more infonnation call Alice Whistler at ( 409) 938-
1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258°8859, Ext 483. ....... ~ .•.........•......... 
• • 
: DOLLARS : • • 
: FOR SCHOLARS : • • 
·: The University of Houston-Clear Lake : 
• congratulates these outstanding College of the • 

• • • • Mainland students on receiving a New Student • 
: Scholarship to attend UH-Clear Lake : · 
• beginning Fall '99. : 

Clairese Carlson - Achievement 
Susan Root - Achievement 
Heather Ostendorf- Cullen 
Arturo Leyva- Goabetter 
Katherine Rodriguez- Goalsetter 
Jennifer Walker- Goalsetter 
Mi>ty Wjkken- PTK 
Serna Beaven - Stellar 
Joyceen Collins-Stellar 
Mark Hinchee- Stellar 
Rose Jenkins - Stellar 

Tina Thorne- Stellar 

UH-Clear Lake is now accepting 
New Student scholarship applications 
for spring 2000. Scholarship 
awards range from $500 to $1000 
annually. Requirements vary with 
each scholarship type. 

:APPLICATION DEADLINE 

IS NOVEMBER 1 
CALL 281-283-2520 for a scholarship packet 

University of Houston r. Clear Lake 
2700BayArea8lvd., Houston, TX 770S8-1098 
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Sports/Recreation 

Self-defense tactics 
taught at workshop 
By KAREN ODOM 
Staff Reporter 

Do you know what actions to take if you suddenly find 
yourself the victim of a life-threatening assault? College 
of the Mainland offered a free self-defense workshop Oct. 
5 to demonstrate crime prevention techniques and to help 
participants develop their own self-defense strategies. 

The instructor for the workshop was Al Garza of Al 
Garza's Martial Arts America in l..e<!gue City. 

"What equips me to teach this is that I have taught po
lice officers how to survive the settings that they arc in," 
Garza explained. "What I am trying to do with my per
sonal safety training is to teach the general public how to 
deal with the attacker because we arc the ones that will 
face the criminal before a policeman ever does." 

The GCIC qualifying 3-on-3 basketball tournament winners will compete at Sports Day OCt. 14. They are are (from 
left) Dominique Green, Schon Brooks, Byron Marshall. Tony Evans ls not pictured. -(Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Garza has 28 years experience in the martial arts, is a 
fifth degree black belt in Tae Kwan Do and a RAD, Rape 
Aggression Defense, certified national instructor. He also 
has been an instructor at the COM Police Academy. 

COM to host fall GCIC Sports Day 
"People panic in situations when they don't have a 

plan," Garza said. 
He covered personal safety programs, such as Recog

nize-Avoid-Defend, Rape Aggression Defense and Strong 
Against Crime, which teaches the use of self-defense in 
all types of situations, whether it be traveling, being in 
your home, or becoming the target of an armed robber. 
He said to remember the three B's in resisting an attacker: 
"blinding, breath and balance." 

By MATI TASLER 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland will host the Gulf Coast Inter
collegiate Conference Sports Day Oct. 14. 

Sports Day is held each semester, with the conference 
colleges rotaling as hosts. COM last hosted in 1996. 

Sports Day "provides a fiin and enjoyable day of com
petition within the area colleges," said Maryann Urick, 
Recrec1tional Programs and Student Activities coordina-
lor. • 

COM Spnrts Day competitors for 3-on-3 basketball and 
tennis already have been decided in tournaments. Domi
nique Green, Schon Brooks, Byron Marshall and Tony 
Evans were on the winning basketball team in the tourna-.• 
mcnt held in the Gym Sept. 29. 

Helbert Salandananw.as the first place winner and Ken
neth Wyatt the second place winner of the Sept. 27 tennis 
tournament. They will represent COM in the Sports Day 

Session to guide weight use 
College of the Mainland will hold a weight training 

workshop in the weight room of the Gym, P-119, on Oct. 
18 from 7:30-9 p.m. At least 10 people are needed to have 
the workshop. The sign-up- deadline is Wednesday, Oct: 
13. Galen Hayward, adjunct P.E. instructor and a !rlem
ber of the Maintenance Team, will conduct the workshop. 
He will demonstrate how to use the equipment available 
to students, faculty and staff. 

For more information contact Maryann Urick, Recre
ational Programs and Student Activities coordinator, at 
(409) 938-1211 ortoll free at I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

GCIC to hold bowling day 
- The Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Bowl

ing Sports Day will be held at Annadilla Lanes in 
Pasadena on Nov. 3. 

Participants must be i;redit students, registered 
for at least one credit class. The GCIC bowling team 
will consist of six men and six women. Students . 
must sign up at the front desk in the Gym by Oct. 
29 and tel1 the clerk their bowling averages. 

For more information contact Maryann Urick, 
Recreational Programs and Student Activities co
ordinator, at (409) 938-1211 or toll free I (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 418. 

tennis matches. 
Students also will compete in the following events: 8-

ball, racquetball, wftball, ·table tennis and volleyball. 
Each school will have· one coed team for softball anO 

one coed team for volleyball. Table tennis requires two,_.,. 
players for a team, male or female, from ~ach participat
ing school. The other events will require all-male teams 
Or all-female teams. 

The majority of events will be held on campus. Soft
ball will be played at Friendswood Sports Park. The bas
ketball tournament will be at the Lowry Center; male rac
quetball competitions Wm be held at the Lowry Courts. 

The following colleges have been invited to participate: 
Alvin Community, Brazosport, Galveston, Houston Com
munity, Kingwood, Lee, Montgomery, North Harris, San 
Jacinto-Central, San Jacinto-North, San Jacinto-South, 
Tomball and Wharton County. 

For more information contact Urick at (409) 938-1211 
or toll free at I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

The workshop taught some sound principles to help 
people develop a plan so they will be more likely to act 
based on decisions they have made ahead of time· and less 
likely to panic. Garza said he cannot stress the impor
tance of this enough "because once you are in a life threat
ening situation, it is too late to start making decisions." 

Women were encouraged to participate in this hands
on workshop. According to Garza, women and children 
are the most abused people in our society."One out of 
every three college girls will be or has been the Victim of 
a sexual assault." 

Duke Drewry, a computer technician at COM, also was 
an instructor at the workshop. He is a second degree black 
belt with eight years experience in the martial arts. 

Winners of the tennis tournament held Sept. 29 to determine who would represent COM in the GCIC Sports 
Day, Oct. 14, are first place Helbert Salandanan {third from left} and second place Kenneth Wyatt {second 
from left). Others pictured (from left) are Mark McCoy, Brian Berg, Travis Marion, and Mark Adams, COM 
Arena Theatre director. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 
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Halloween, daylight
saving share Oct. 31 
By JOYCE CAULEY 
Staff Reporter 

Daylight-saving ti.me changes back to standard time on 
the morning of Halloween, Sunday, Oct. 31, at 2 a.m. 

Remember the slogan "spring forward and fall back." 
Set your clocks back one hour Saturday night or you will 
experience this year's first Halloween trick (as in trick
or-treat) Sunday morning. Yau will be one hour early for 
any scheduled event or appointment. So rather than being 
tricked, .get your treat, an extra hour of sleep. 

People have different thoughts about daylight-saving 
time. Most of the College of the Mainland students who 
were interviewed like it, a fow don't and others had no 
opinion. One person mentioned "the hassle of resetting 
all the clocks in the house." 

Today, it see;.s almost every appliance has a clock. This 
includes microwaves, VCRs, telephone answering ma
chines and computers. And don't forget automatic coffee 
·makers, pagers and cellular phones. Another comment 
was, "Why don't they just pick a time and leave it alone." 
Indiana has done just that; it stays on Eastern standard 
time year-round. About 30 years ago Indiana elected not 
lo change to daylight-saving time; so it changed from Cen
tral standard time to Eastern standard time. 

Benjamin Franklin (l 706-1790) was among the first to 
suggest that some plan be adopted to save on candles and 
provide a longer evening of light. But credit is given to 
William Willett (1857-1915) of Chelsfia, England, for pro
posing and campaigning for a defitlite plan, which he de
scribed in his book Waste of Daylight (1907). 

According to the World Book Encyclopedia, Britain used 
daylight timt= during World War I (1914- 1918) hut called 
it "Summer Time." The United States adopted daylight· 
saving .time in 1918, but repealed it in August 1919 be
cause farmers strongly objected to adjusting their work 
schedules. During World War II, the United States ob
served it from Feb. 9, 1942, to Sept. 30, 1945, and also at 
other times over the years to save energy by reducing 
evening use of lighting. 

However, since 198T- daylight-saving time has beguJI 
on the first Sunday in April and ended on the last Sunday 
of October. 

Early registration Nov. 30 
The spring 2()(X) semester early registration for return

ing students begins Nov. 30, running through Dec. 1, in 
the Admissions Office IOCllted in the Administration Build
ing. Regular registration for new students will be held 
Jan. 1-13. 

Telephone registration, whiCh also is only for returning 
students, begins Nov. 30 and ends Dec. 17. JnstructionS 
for telephone registration are at t'he Admissions office. 

For more information regarding registration, contact the 
Admissions Office at ( 409) 938-12 J 1, or toll-free, 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 264. 

Sketchbooks on exhibit 
By ELIAS DE IA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

Daily Drawings, an exhibition of drawings by artists 
John Gaunt and Jim Shaw, currently is on display in the 
College of the Mainland Art Gallery loclited in the Fine 
Arts Building. The exhibit continues through Oct. 17. 

Included in the exhibition are sketch books by both art
ists. "Visitors are encouraged to go through the sketch 
books ... to see how fonn and ideas are created," said Janet 
Hassinger, director of the gallery. 

Gallery hours are Mondays and Wednesdays, noon-5 
p.m. ; and Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 11'he 
gallery also is open one hour before theater performances. 

For more information call Hassinger at (409) 93£-1211 
or toll free at 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 354. 
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1999-2000 COM theater season underway 
By RACHEL DELANOIX 
Staff Reporter 

If you're looking for fun and laughter, don't miss the 
second offering of College of the Mainland's 1999-20CK) 
theater season. Kaufman -and Hart's You Can't Take lt 
With You opens Oct. 28. Free preview night for COM 
students, facnlty, staff and families is Ocr. 27 at 8 p.m. 

This American comedy about an unconventional.fam
ily, directed by COM Arena Theatre Director Mark 
Adams, closes Nov. 21. 

· The year 2000 begins with the timeless classic, Ten
nessee Williams' The Glass Menagerie, directed by COM 
Theater Programs Director Jack Westin. The play runs 
from Jan. 20 to Feb. 13. 

Next to come is a Southwest Premiere, the comedy/ 

drama The Good TiflteS Are Killing Me, by Lynda Barry. 
Adams directs thfs stchy about the friendship of two girls. 
It runs from Marr.Jt 23 to April 16. 

Ray Bradbury's The Marti~n Chronicles, called "an 
otherworldly epic," is directed by Westin. It opens June 1 
and closes June.25. 

COM's summer musical is the Steven Sondheim com
edy A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum. 
Directed by Adams, it is set in ancient Rome. It opens 

' July 27 and closes Aug. 20. 
Moliere's The Miser kicked off CO M's 1999-2000 the

a1er season Sept. 9 with the tale of a man 'and his money. 
The play was directed by Westin and closed Oct. 3. 

For information on auditions, reservations and seawn 
tickets, call the Arena Theatre box office at ( 409) 938-
1211 or toll free I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 345. 

Handwriting strokes reveal character, potential 
By PAT WHEELER 
Staff Reporter 

Have you ever wondered what your handwriting re
veals about you? 

It reveals a great deal. Not only your conscious, but 
also your subconscious mind i:; recorded in your writing. 
Your personality is reflected in your handwriting by the 
slant, weight, size, speed and rhythm of your stroke. 

Graphoanalysis, a method of handwriting analysis, can 
determine your character, talents and potential for suc
cess. It cannot, however, reveal your age, sex or race. 
Nor can ii predict your future. 

Graphoanalysis should never be confused with graphol
ogy, which is the gene;al study of handwriting. 

When you see a sample of hieroglyphics, do you feel a 
connection with the person who wrote it? Since ancient 
times man has been fascinated by what is reflected' in 
handwriting. 

Graphoanalysis was developed by Dr. M.N. Bunker 
more than 70 years a!,o, As a teacher he was intrigued by 
the similarities and differences in strokes of writing. He 
began his research by studious observation and detailed 
examination. Today this research, ,directed by the Chi
cago-based In ternational Graphoanalysis Society, ls 
known worldwide and the society is considered an au
thority in this field. 

Handwriting is really brainwriting. Much the same as 
your brain tells your legs to walk across the room, it teHs 
your fingers the manner in which to wrile. rf you lose the 

' 

use of your hands and must write with your toes, your 
personality will likewise be reflected in your writing. 

We are all unique. Writing reflects personality, and per
sonality reflects all the experiences a person has lived 
through. This is why no two people write alike. Once a 
person dies, his or her combination of talents and traits 
will be gone forever. Two styles of writing may look alike, 
but not to the eyes of an expert. 

Thomas Gainsborough, the English portrait painter 
(1727-1788) insisted on a sample of his subject's writing 
which he kept in full view as he P.ainted. He was con
vinced it held the essence of his subJect. 

Who can benefit from l'iandwriting analysis? Anyone 
who needs or wants to know himself or herself better. 

Graphoanalysis can help students determine their tal
ents and potential so they may effectively choose college 

· courses or a career. It call help employers hire the most 
qualified applicants. It even can help retired couples who 
have developed in different directions during the years 
they raised their families to understand how they differ, 
so that they can begin to enjoy the variety each bring:i; to 
retirement. 

Graphoanalysis is registered in the Library of Congress 
as a psychological tool. The i.J.S. Supreme Court has ruled 
that handwriting is in the same category as appearance or 
tone of voice and therefore does not have Fifth Amend
ment protection. 

Graphoanalysis is being used more frequently by cor
porations and industries where honesty and integrity are 
of prime importance . 
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Editorials/News 

Students In Professor Alica Watford's Soctology 1301, 8 a.m. Tuesday.Thursday ctaaa, demonstrate the importance 
of "folkways," everyday norms. By violating these norms, students are made aware of the dlstrubances that 
Inappropriate attire, such as swimming suits and pajamas may cause In the workplace. Pictured (from left) are 
Anna SUssman, Nita Beard, Kim Le, Debra Curtice, Nicole Slawson, Jon Conaway (In dreH) Staci Ramber Lauren 
Siegel, Rachel O'Day and Crystal Klyng. (Photo by Phll .k>hnaon) 

Letter writer claims plant leak non-toxic 
Dear Editor: 

I visited the college recently and picked up a copy of 
the InterCOM from July. On the first page was a story 
about the sheltering-in-place (in the Arena Theater) 
during a performance of Box Thirteen. The story 
referenced an operational problem which took place at 
BP Amoco's refinery on June 24. 

The article erroneously states th_at "Texas City was 
under a Level 3 alert due to a toxic release at the British 
Petroleum Amoco Plant." 

I would like to correct the record to renect that the 
release was not toxic, but a combination of mostly water 
with carbon dioxide and oxides of nitrogen-none of 
which arc toxins. 

ln addition, 1 would like to clarify that our company 
name is BP Amoco, not British Pcrtroleum AmoCo. 

~Inter COM 
Managing Editor 
Assistant Editor 

STAFF REPORTERS 
Joyce Cauley 
Rachel Delanoix 
Frank l..amanoco Jr. 
Jason Marcelo 
Karen Odom 
l>.in Seller.; 

Matt T~ler 
Pal Wheeler 

PHOTOGRAPHER 
Elias De La Cerda Jr. 
Rachel Delanoix 

CARTOONIST 
Brad Sleven:,,on 

lA YOUT ARTIST 
Michael Navarro 

INTERCOM ADVISER 
Astrid H. Lowery 

MICHAEL NAVARRO 
EUAS DE LA CERDA JR. 

/,uerCOM," Teia,; ln<ersullcg;me Pn,ss-Ass,,cia<iPn aw,rJ.winfling new,'Paper, is 
pnslmxLI by anJ fnr sluJcnls "t"Cullegc ufthc J,fa1nlaa<l: I ;){~I l\ml:,urn Rood: Tens 
Ciiy, Tens 7H'll, (4119) 9.</\ · IZI! or 1· 8~8·2.'8 ·8859, fa1, 314, ~·mail 
<alnv.-.:f)'(~mail.mainlimd.ec.tx.US>. C<>ll<g• nf<h< Mainl•nd i• on Afhrmativo Ac· 
,;nrvEqual Opponuni!y lnstittllic.n and <k>cs run d,scrimina<e on <h~ h._,i,nf ro.x, rol<>r, 
111.Tinnol origin. sex. •g•. religion, handicap or Vietnam Veteran status 

Historically, BP stood for British Petroleum but is no 
longer an official part of the Dame, just the initials BP. 

As a former junior coUege editor and newspaper 
reporter I applaud your interest in pursuing journalism. 
1\vo very st~ng tenets of your craft are verification and 
attribution. The only true way to verify the information 
would have been through my company or the city of 
Texas City, In either case, we would both have been glad 
to help get you the cQrrect information. 

Sincerely, 
Daren Bcaudo 

Public Affairs Director 

Edilor's note: All that "mostly water with carbon di
oxide and oxides ofnitrogen------none of which are toxins" 

' sure made my eyes burn. Patricia Hili, July Editor 

Letters to the Editor policy: lnterCOM welcomes all 
letters. Make letters brief and to the point including a 
name and daytime telephone number for verifi-cmion. We 
reserve the right to edit all letters for length, grammur, 
spelling and libelous content. Letters to the Editor will 
be printed on a space-available basis. Letters may also 
be sent via e.mail to <lntercom_Editor@hotmail.com>. 

Ventriloquist revisits COM 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

Ventriloquist Dan Horn, famous on national TV and on 
the college campus circuit, will perform his one-man show 
at College of the Mainland Nov. 10 in the Learning Re
sources Center Auditorium, L-131, at 7:30 p.m. 

Horn's performance with his "cast of several" puppets 
is free to COM credit students and employees with !D's, 
All others pay $1 at the door. 

' 'Dummy is politicallv incorrect," Hom has"been known 
to say, "They prefer bei~g called 'Man.nequinAmcri~ans. '" 

Horrt-and his company of puppets have received vari
ous nominations in the college campus market. 

Hom was nominated Entertainer of the Year in 1994 
and 1995. and.was nominated for Best Comedy, Best Male 
Performer and the high}y coveted National Association 
for Campus Activities Entertainer of the Year. 

Ho~ is making a return appearanCe at COM; he per
formed here in 1993 and 1994. 

• 

Writer's tale closer 
to truth than fiction 

Some things in this story have an unreal quality, and 
though not absolutely true, are closer to truth than to 
fiction. Like Uncle Remus or Aesop I am creating a 
parable, a little story, that has a moral and ethical point. 

In my parable I have stretched, cut and disguised the 
facts to protect myself and my colleagues from the 
ravt!nous jaws of litigation. I like to think about the 
process as temporarily protecting the guilty for the 
greater good of the public. Much like the federal 
government does with its witness protection program. 

I have this neighbor Shaunda, and her kid falls out of 
a tree and breaks his arm. No big deal. The EMT comes 
by and transports the kid and mom down to TIIUG U., 
the state teaching hospital. 

· Now this is where a lot of rich kids who went to high 
schools yo~ never heard of, learn a useful trade. You 
know, like COM for the hoity-toity. Anyway, these 
upper-class angels of mercy wrap up the arm and refer 
Shaunda to a private doctor to have the bone set. Where 
did they go to college? 

Shaunda immediately takes the kid to Doctor Gener
ous, but he will not accept her Medicaid. Hey, he has 
Volvo payments to make. So back to THUG U,, where 
the kid gets an appointment, not a doctor. 

Now anyone who's been a victim of that strange 
combinat.on of state socialism and free enterprise that 
passes for compassion in America knows that for the 
poor an appointment is the kiss of death. Appointments 
require a car, someone to drive, someone to watch the 
kids, Qrganization and motivation. Hell, if you had that 
you would be an executive at General Motors, not 
begging for medical treatment at THUG U. 

Shaunda goes home With a broken kid and an appoint
ment. She returns the following week and a clerk tells 
her she missed her appointment. She returns the next 
week and another clerk tells her she missed her·appoint
mcnt again. Has anyb0dy read, Why Johnny Can't Read? 

On the third week some compassionate medical 
genius in the ER snaps to the fact that this kid's arm is 
healing without being set. Lawsuit! Lawsuit! What to 
do? What to do? 

The Docs go to work on the arm and make a call to 
child welfare complaining about the mother medically 
neglecting her child. Let's see: plaster, lawyer, gauze. 
It's not great medicine, but it is a g'reat legal defense. 

Now that's our parable. Let's review the moral and 
ethical points as I see them. " 

First, when you have both the opportunity and the 
responsi.bility to do a job, go ahead and do the whole 
thing, i.e. set the kid's ann. In a chaotic world complete
ness and speed are a virtue, 

Two, remember, not everyone is as intelligent, strong, 
competent and well-off as you. There are even people 
.who cannot read or wl'ite. 

Three, take responsibility for yourself and the 
organization. The "buck" has to stop somewhere. 

E-mail service for readers 
The student newspaper InterCOM now has e-mail 
(Intercom_ Editor@hotmail.com) for students, faculty and 
staff to voice questions or comments regarding COM clubs, 
events or policies. Letters to the Editor may be sent bye
mail or regular mail. Messages will be responded to on a 
re'guiar basis. Questions of interest to the total college 
conununity will be published on a space-available basis . 

,. 

Tech skills offered 
Continued from Page 1~---------
and intermediate machining, using equipm~nt that is the 
latest in technology. The high-tech equipment is on edu
cational loan from HASS Corporation, Champion Ma
chines and Texas City High School. Some machines were 
d?~ated by the Johnson Space Center Manufacturing Di
v1s1on. 

"Each machine costs hundreds of thousands of dollars," 
Neugent explained, adding that without those contribu
tions the program might not have been possible. 

At the center students can acquire marketable skills, 
designed with direct input from the industry which has 

· had a high demand for machinists. Neugent said,"The de
mand for skilled workers tends to follow the oil industry; 
it has been climbing:' 

Students learn with a software program called Path 
TraceTech and use CAD CAM, a high-tech program that 
allows drafters to send the infonnation via computer to 
another program called CNC which reads the draft de
sign and turns it into a physical rendition. 

Since Sept 27, the center has been offering a new pro
gram: Computer Cable Installer Technician, This 80-hour 
hands-on course, meets Mondays and Wednesdays, 6-10 
p.m, and runs through Dec. 6. It teaches students to in
stall new cabling, terminations (outlets) and hubs (distri
bution boxes) on existing systems that have become ob
solete. 

Other proposed programs will provide training in the 
Microsoft Office series, such as Excel and Word, and 
Internet training. 

Students may register at COM, San Jacinto College 
South or at the Technology Training Center located at 100 
East NASA Road 1, Suite 110. Phone registration is avail
able with a valid credit card (Visa, Mastercard). 

For more information call Neugent at the center num
ber, (281} 557-0300, or you may e-maif'him at 
<Lneugent@mail.mainland.cc.tx:..us>. 

Students happier with 
new registration process 
Continued from Page 1 

Telephone registration, which was activated summer 98, 
has had a major impact on the long registration lines by 
allowing a sizable number of students to register from 
any place at any time. Griffith said one student told him, 
"Telephone registration is great! I work and it is hard for 
me to get here and have to wait in lines to register. I like 

it a lot." 

Students arc happy registration has been streamlined. 
"It takes less time to register," another student told Griffith, 
"Last summer I was out here for four hours before I was 
able to register. This time I made it in under an hour." 

Faculty and staff recognized Griffith's contributions by 
voting him Employee of the Month for November 1998. 
· COM Professor Susan Plasek wrote in an evaluation, 
"All registrations (early, regular and late) were much im
proved. Even though I was not able to volunteer in the 
'pit area' (Administration Building lobby), Larry G. kept 
us well informed!' 

'Griffith said that COM music Professor Sparky 
Koerner, who joined the committee in .spring 1998, and 
Alex Pratt, acting dean since fall 1998, have been of enor
mous help in streamlining the registration process. 

Griffith hopes the spring 2000 registration will be the 
smoothest yet. He is proposing that it be held in one loca
lion, the Gym. 

Writing class begins Oct. 25 · 
If you need help with writing skills, preparing for the 

TASP or brushing up on gr.immar, enroll in DEVW 
0360.07, which meets Oct. 25-Dec.3 Mondays-Thursdays 
from 2-4:20. p.m. For information contact Professor Cathy 
Moran, Learning Assistance Center lab manager at Ext. 
218. For off-campus calls dial (409) 938-1211 or toll free 
I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 218. 
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Dell Johnson (center) a COM student, receives the Marathon-Ashland Process Technology $1000 Scholarship 
f~m Duncan Welder (far left} of Marathon-Ashland Petroleum. With Johnson are Welder; Mary Ann Amelong, 
director of Development/COM Foundation; Johnson; BIii Kepner, Marathon-Ashland Petroleum; and BIii Raley 
assosclated dean of Technical Programs at COM. (Photo by Jim •Higgins) 

Professor stresses importance of diversity 
By DAN SELLERS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland's new Spanish Professor Rafael 
Naranjo opened Hispanic Heritage Month Sept 15 in the . 
Leaming Resources Center with a lecture on the impor
tance of language education. 

Naranjo's address emphasized the point that "language, · 
is a way of feeling reality not only a repertoire of sym- · 
bols." He added, ''Language therefore must be learned in 
context with the culture;-''---

Naranjo stressed that "in order to learn Spanish, we 
also must know the cultural, historical and geographical 
context of the peoples that speak the language." He quoted 
Argentine poet, Jorge Luis Borges "un idioma es una 
tradicion ( a language is a tradition)," 

Naranjo said that even though historians call the year 
1492 (the year Christopher Columbus discovered 
America) the year of conquest and discovery, he, how-

Fall '99 InterCOM staff 

ever, prefers to see it as the encounter of cultures, 
According to Naranjo, Spanish is not a foreign language 

but simply one of the indigenous languages of America. 
"Much of the United States was once Spanish territory 
including Texas, Arizona, New Mexico and California," 
and Spanish was spoken in these territories, 

Naranjo pointed out that the last census counted 24 mil
lion Hispanics currently living in the United States, which 
according to the United Nations 1998 census, has a total 
population of 274,028,000. By the year 2045, Hispanics 
wilHie·the country~ large~t minority-group. Whatwill be 
COM 's response to this shift in demographics? Naranjo 
said, "We are on the right track." 

COM now has one of the largest number of students 
studying Spanish. "Only by learning to communicate can 
we expect to maintain a civil society," 

The opening, sponsored by the Hispanic Organization 
for Leaming Advancement, kicked off Hispanic Heritage 
Month which is observed between Sept. 15 and Oct. 15. 

Michael Navarro (center) leads the fall '99 lnterCOM sta~ as managing editor. Hia staff {from left, front ,ow) 
are Elias de la Cerda Jr., assistant editor; Karen Odom; Pat Wheeler; Brad Stevenson, cartoonist; (back row 
from left) Frank Lam'anaco; Matt Tasler; Joyce Cauley; and Rach81 Oelanoix. Not pictured are Dan Sellers 
and Jason Marcelo. {Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
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What's Happening 

Texas City resident Jamie Parks donates blood at the Student Activities Board sponsored fall blood drive held Oct. 
6 in the COM Student Center. Students, faculty, staff and community members waiting to donate blood formed a 
line circling nearly the entire building. Units of blood are expected to quadruple last year's total according to 
Maryann Urick, blood drive coordinator. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Tragedy sparks huge fall SAB blood drive turnout 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
ASSistant Editor 

The number of blood donors contributing at College of 
the Mainland 's fall semester blood drive, sponsored by 
the Student Activities Board, increased dramatically when 
news broke about the tragic accident which claimed the 
life of Fire Chief William Bethune of the Texas City Fire 
Department on the morning of Oct. 5. 

Texas City fire fighter Crai"g Peterson is still hospital
ized, and fire fighter William Fattig was treated for inju
ries and released from the University of Texas Medical 
Branch at Galveston Oct. 5. 

Peterson's need of a blood transfusion was the driving 
force behind the turnout. 

"Since the accident the number of blood donors has 
quadrupled," said Maryann Urick, coordinator for the fall 
semester blood drive and Student Activities adviser. 

"I don't nonnally give blood, but I felt compelled to 
give today," said Jamie Parks, a Texas City resident. 

The Student Center was nearly filled to capacity with 
students, faculty, staff and community members donat
ing blood. 

Among the many donors was a group of cadets from 
the San Jacinto College Fire Fighter Academy in Pasa
dena. "We are glad that we can be a part of helping a 
fellow fire fighter," said Bo Atkinson, fire academy in
structor. 

In honor of Chief Bethune, COM is flying the tl.ig at 
half staff. 

Halloween stems from Irish roots 
By MATI TASLER 
Sta IT Reporter 

Halloween i:s a special holiday for many children in the 
United States. Most people don't think about the origin 
of Halloween; however, it is quite extraordinary. 

The word "Halloween" has its origins in the Catholic 
Church. The day was originally called·AU Hallows Eve. 
All Hallows Day, or All Saint's Day oberved Nov. 1, is a 
holy day of obligation for Catholics to honor the saints. 

In the fifth century B.C., in Celtic Ireland, the last day 
of summer was Oct. 31. Back then the holiday was known 
as Samhain, or the Celtic New Year. As the legend goes, 
the ~pirits of the dead would return to roam the earth in 
search of a body to possess. · 

Of course, the villagers did not want to be possessed by 
spirits, "so they protected themselves by extinguishing all 
fires in their homes, thus making their homes cold and 
undesirable to spirits. In addition, as a lesson to the spir
its, Celts burned at the stake people they believed pos
sessed by spirits. The villagers also dressed as ghouls to 
scare away evil spirits. 

The villagen. also believed that the fires should be ex
tinguished each year, so that they could light them again 
from the Druidic fire that always was kept burning in 
Usinacil., Ireland. 

Over the years, as the belief in possession waned, people 
began to dress up for fun as goblins, ghosts and witches, 
just as children do today. 

Irish immigrants brought the custom of Halloween to 

• 

America in the 1840s. Favorite pranks of the past included 
tipping over outhouses and Unhinging gates. The basic 
idea of trick-or-treating, however, was borrowed from a 
ninth century European custom called souling. 

On Nov. 2, All Souls Day, Christians walked from Vil· 
lage to village begging for "!ioul cakes" made of square 
pieces of bread with currants. In return for the cakes, the 
Christians would say prayers for the dead relatives of the 
villagers. The significance of praying for the dead was 
the belief that souls ascended to heaven quicker if the 
living prayed for them. 

The widespread custom of carving out a Jack-o-Lan
tem originated in Irish folklore. 

[tis told that a man named Jack tri9ked Satan into climb
ing a tree. While Satan was in the tree, Jack carved the 
shape of a cross into the tree, thus preventing Satan from 
coming down. As a result of this deed, Jack was denied 
entrance into heaven upon his death and was banished 
from hell as well because he tricked the devil. The devil 
gave Jack a single ember inside a hollowed out turnip to 
light his way through the frigid darkness. Since pump
kins were more plentiful than turnip:; in America, the Irish 
settlers decided to use hollowed out pumpkins for Jack
o-Lanterns. 

Today, if people think Halloween is scary, it's becaUse 
they want it to be. 

Editor's note: This storY was compiled from: http:// 
www.wilstar.com/holidays/hallown.htm and Catholic 
Customs and Traditions by Greg Dues.. 
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People Speak Out 
By.MICHAEL NAVARRO, MATI TASLER 
and ELIAS DE LACERDA Jr. 

A=lsations of illegal drug use and varioos other 
crimes committed by politicians have been rampant 
since the investigation and impeaclunent of President 

Ointon. 
Ooser to home, however, is the alleged cocaine use 

by Texas goveroor and Republican presidential 
nominee George W. Bush. In regard to the rurrent 
political race, Inter<XJM asked: Shoold cand~tes for 
the U.S. presidency be required to disclose past illegal 
drug use? 

Allen Baugh: No. what 
they did in the past 
shouldn't coont against 
them because they arc a 
different per.;on now. 

Palrlck Harris: Yes. Why 
hide it? We should know 
about their pa.<,1 and 
background and are they 
clean. 

lloilbV MiUs: Yes, it"s 
'c;ommon sense, because 
you need to know if a 

drug addict is running the 
coontty. 

Sher11a Perez: Yes, that 
would be rool for 
students to know that 
the~ politicians do them 
( drug,; t too. If they did 
( admit to drug use\ it 
woold be to.show that 
they're hone.st. 

• 
' 

Tasha 1.oc-. Yes. 
Anything you do in your 
past affeds your future. If 
you've done it before, 
most likely you 'U do it 
again. 

Sharon Drone: No. 
People make choices 
when they arc young they 
wish they didn"t do when 
they arc older. 

Ertka Domer. Yes. You 
need to know everything 
about the person you• re 
voting for. 

Marlln Irving: No. They 
should not be beld 
accountable for the pa&. 

They are now in the 
position to run the United 
States and that shouldn't 
be held again.st them. 

-
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Writing reveals character 
&eePage3 

Student guide to COM 
See Pages 4 & S 

COM hosts Sports Day 
SeePage6 
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COM embraces Hispanic Heritage Month 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR.
Assistant Editor 

The Hispanic Organization for Learning Advancement 
representing faculty, staff and students at College of the 
Mainland is presenting an abundance of events reflecting 
the culture and achievements of the mufti.faceted His
panic community during this year 's National Hispanic 
Heritage Month, Sept. 15-0ct. 15. 

Originally this was a one-week observance passed by 
a congressional resolution in.1968 in recognition of the 
cultures, traditions and achievements of the Hispanic 
people in the United States. However, in 1988 Congress
man Esteban Torres of California introduced a bill which 
when passed extended the observance to a month . 

The COM events coincide with El Dia de la Raza (Day 
of the people), independence day celebrations for Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador and Costa 
Rica. O ther Hispaqic countries such as Puerto Rico par
ticipate in the national observance with the presentation 
of the Si Se Puede awards {It Can Be Done), _presented to 

-"inilividm1fs dcmomftating exccptionai'acicf"em1C al1Jpro: 
fessiooal achievements by the National Puerto Rican Fo
rum at the New York Hilton; 

At the opening ceremony of Hispanic Heritage Month 
Sept. 15, Richard Capestasii-Knape, president of HOLA 
and a COM computer lab instructional assistant, noted 
that September is the month in which former Spanish colo~ 
nies, such as Arizona, California, Colorado, Nevada, New 
Mexico, Texas, Utah and parts of Kansas celebrated their 
independence from Spain. "Hispanic simply means to 
speak or to descend from a family that has spoken Span
ish," Capestani-Knape concluded as he introduced COM 
Professor Rafael Naranjo. 

' Naranjo, COM 's newest Spanish profyssor, said he felt 
· humbled tha.t ·he was selected to speak, since he was one 
of the youngest faculty members to panicipate in the c;:er
emony. 

1st year enrollment up 
at c;,ff-site Tech Center 
By ELIAS DE LACERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

The Technical Training Center in Webster, 
which opened in August 1998 as a joint endeavor 
of College of the Mainland and San Jacinto Col
lege-South, has shown an increase in enrollment 
since its inception. "We are showing an upward 
trend in enrollments," said Lanis Neugent, direc
tor of Workforce Development at COM. 

"'We' ve had over 400 enrollments," Neugent 
said. The center has had a diverse blend of people 
enrolled to include three NASAAerospace engi
neers, one dentist, a former city manager and a 
single mother who entered the labor force mak
ing about $16 an hour, Neugent added. 

The center provides hands-on training in basic 
See Tech Page 7 

' 
• 

"COM is. ready, willing and able and interested in the 
demographic reality that is Galveston County, providing 
a forum for Hispanics as a medium of communication," 
Naranjo said. "I invite you to enjoy the beauty of our 
diversity. We, as a whole, are discovering the va lue of 
language. That is why I love America." 

Diversity is exemplified in the Aewly elected officers of 
the COM Amigos. Mauricette R'.uiz, Amigos' president is 
from Puerto Rico. "I was raised in Texas and decided to 
teach myself Spanish because I think it is an important 
part of my heritage." Ruiz is a behavioral sciences major. 

See Activities Page 5 

COM professor, Dr. Manuel Urbina, points out detalls on the Aztec cakmdar displayed In the COM Ubrary during 
National Hispanic Heritage Month, Sept. 15-0ct 15. Looking on (from left) COM Spanish Professor Rafael Naranjo, 
HOLA President Richard capestani-Knape, COM Ubrarlan Robert Rodriguez, Brother Jesae Garcia and -Gk)ria 
Rodriguez, the wife of Robert Rodriguez. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Professor seeks to improve COM registration process 
By MATI TASLER 
Staff Reporter 

Over the last three years College of the Mainland's 
credit enrollment has declined. This fall's registration to
tal was 3,204 srudents, a deer.case of 3.67 percent from 
fall '98 when enrollment was 3,323. This was an 8.25 
percent aecrease from the fall '97 enrollment of 3,622 
students. These totals represent the state reported 12th 
day registration numbers, COM Registrar Bill Peace said. 

COM Professor Larry Griffith, having watched the de
cline of enrollment for several years, decided the prob

lem lay with the registration process. So he joined the 
registratiol\ committee in fall }997 to see what adjust
ments could be made to the process. 

With the help of existing committee members from 
the Admissions Office,, Wanda Scarlett, Laura Winkler, 
Chris Rushing and Cirtdy Krebbs, Griffith began work
ing toward simplifying registration. 

One of the fir.st problems Griffith identified was the 
lack of direct communication between faculty or staff 
and students. He worked to improve communication by 
acting as a liaison between the two groups. He recruited 

f 

staff members to keep the lines flowing by directing stu
dents to the appropriate locations. Griffith also distributed 
catalogs, schedules and various forms to students, thus 
allowing Admissions Office personnel to handLe their du
ties, such 31 entering student schedules into the comput
ers. Wherever he saw a need, Griffit'h went to work. 

He picked up trash and reorganized materials on the 
tables between registration sessions lo allow faculty alld 
advisers ea<;y access to materials. 

At the end of each session Griffith worked to return the 
claM.rooms in the TechnicalNocational Building to nor
mal. In addition to the TechNoc Building, registration also 
took place in the Math/Science Atrium and in th"e Leam
ing Resource!:,; Center Auditorium, L-131, where the reg
istration process began. 

Griffith served as the primary designer of the red, green 
and yellow student registration f0rms. Red was for stu
dents with TASP holds, green for students who had no 
holds and yellow for students with possible holds. 

At the end of each registration session, Griffith talked 
with faculty, staff and students to get their views of the 
success of each session. 

See Students Page 7 

• 

.. 

• 

• 

-· 

-· 

.• 

' 

.• 

' 

• 

.• 

•• 
-· 

• 

. .. 



• ,, 

,• 

',.. 

, .. ..r.:-· • 

' J 

. i 
-

Page 12, November 1999, I11terCOM 

What's Happening 

The lnterCOM staff busily works on the November issue. Assistant Editor Elias de la Cerda Jr. (on left) conducts a 
phone interview while Mateo Soto, Joyce Cauley, Karen Odom, Pat Wheektr and Matt Tasler edit the copy and 
Professor Astrid H. Lowery assists Managing Editor Michael Navarro with pagination. (Photo by Murray Getz) 

All welcome in beginning journalism 
By KAREN ODOM 
Staff Reporter 

"What, you mean we have to write?" is a common ques
tion expressed by the students in the beginning journal
ism course, COMM 2311. 

On the first day you have this uncertain feeling that 
maybe you stumbled into the wrong class. This cannot be 
for absolute beginners. In a bit of a daze, you pick which 
stories to write and from that moment on you are work
ing for the lnterCOM paper as a staff member. 

"I learned far more doing it (journafo,m) commercially 
than I did going to classes. And when I first came here, I 
wanted to make sure that the students had as good an edu
cation as my experience on the newspaper had given me," 
explains journalism Professor Astrid H. Lowery, who as 
a member-of the Humanities Team also teaches an En
glish course each long semester. 

"I set out with the journalism class to make it a com
munity of us being all at the same level-a team-and I 
go by my first name," Lowery continues. "All the deci
sions are pretty much team-based decisions." 

From Day l it is more like having a job on an actual 
newspaper. However, with this job there are course lec
tures "which facilitate your being able to write," says 
Lowery, who has been teaching at College of the Main
land since Au.gust 1986. 

Other than editor and assistant editor, there are no spe
cialized jobs. Everyone gets a chance to try everything 
involved in putting a newspaper together, from writing 
individual stories to editing stories to the complete pro
duction of the paper. 

"It really teaches you how to work together as a team," 
Lowery says. She points out that as production begins it 
is not just your own story but the paper itself that- be
comes the end product. Everybody works with the same 
objective: to make the paper a good one. Seeing the paper 

completed, holding the final product in youi- hand, know
ing that you worked on it from the beginning is an excit
ing feeling. 

The lnterCOM paper has won 31 awards from the Texas 
Intercollegiate Press Association. Since senior and four
year colleges also compete, the lnterCOM has at differ
ent times been up against schools such as Southern Meth
odist University in Dallas. This last December the paper 
won nine awards, .the highest number ever. 

"What I am most proud of," Lowery says, "is the fact 
that ea_ch succeeding newspaper is a belier newspaper than 
the one before ... (and) all the innovations for making the 
paper better have come from the st udems." 

She ah;o is proud of her many students who have gone 
on to work on newspapers and in public relations. Michael 
Murphy, one of bet first students, has been working as a 
Hoµston Chronicle sports reporter for many years. Many 
of her former students have worked or are currently work
ing for the Texas City Sun, including Molly Lynch, Dale 
Dimitri, Rick Gilliam and Rodney Conley. Conley has 
also worked for the Conroe Courier and the Huntsville 
Item. Fonner student Eric Slocumb works in public rela
tions at Houston Industries. 

Lowery stresses that one of the importantqualities of a 
good journalist is integrity. She looks to her students to 
deliver what they promise, lo research their facts thor
oughly; and, if it is a matter of two sides, that the student 
asks both sides. 

"l do like for us to laugh a lot," Lowery says. "l would 
hope that whatever I do, would make this enjoyable, be
cause it is hard work. But I want people to have fun." 

This is an excellent opportunity to learn and get real 
work experience on a newspaper. Being a journalist opens 
doors because you come into contact with people you 
might otherwise never meet. You have the right to ask. 
them questions ilnd to discover what is behind their ev
eryday stories. 

Bethune memorial barbecue set for Nov.14 
The.Texas City Fire Department wil! ,hold a fund-rais

ing barbecue in honor of Chief William Malcom Bethune 
and firefighter Craig Peterson, Sunday, Nov. 14, at 11:30 
a.m. at the Nessler Center, 1500 5th., Ave. N., Texas City. 
Dinners may be purchased for $6 per plate. 

Bethune was killed in the line of duty on Oct. 5, re
sponding to an emergency call. Peterson, who was inju-

• red in the same accident, has been transferred from the 

.. 

University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston to the 
Texas Institute of Rehabilitat-ion in Houston. 

Proceeds from the dinner will be used to establish an 
educational endowment fund at College of the Mainland 
in honor of Bethune. and to defray medical costs for 
Peterson. 

For more information contact the Fire Administrati~n, 
1725 25th. St., North, Texas City, or call (409) 643-5700. 

People Speak Out 
By KAREN ODOM, Staff Reporter 
Photos by ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 

The social c1imate in the 1990s is such that people 
across the nation are concerned with the possibil
ity of mass shootings, such as the most recent ones 
in Seattle and Hawaii as well as the Columbine 
High School massacre. 

The fear that sqmething this horrifying could hap
pen at COM or in our community led InterCOM to 
ask: What do you think could be done to prevel!I 
mass shootings? 

l'n>i!l<nt UUTY Stanley: 
It's a combination of 
things: better cduration in 
early childhood, better 
home environment, reslric-, 
tions on the use of fireanm; 
and restrictions on what 
kind of arms can be manu
factured and sold to the 
public. It will take a com
bination of all those. 

Cathy Sammn: 
Onething. limit a= that 
children have to guns. 
Teen-ager.,; might not act 
on their feelings if they 
didn't have aa:ess to guns. 

Cllarles de tzDoisblanc: 
No easy answer. In our · 
free society sick people 
will always find a means 
to harm others. 

Robert 2.epeda: 
Keep trying to limit the 
guns oot there. 

' 

Kay Winwood: 
Some form of gun con
trol. Some sort of mea
sure to how many guns 
are out there. Parents need 
to know more of what 
theirkidsaredoing. lhave 
five. Make the attempt to 

know what is going on 
with them. 

Kathryn Klepak: 
Gun control efforts. There 
has to be some kind of rais
ing of public awareness. 
Oiiklren need to be com
municated with. 

Mandie Tosta: 
Mandatory that you have 
to go through psychiatric 
evaluation when you get 
your driver's license. 

Karen Dutt: 
Put ametaldetectorat ev
ery building entrance. 

' 
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Impeachment defined 
SeePage2 

Comedy showcases 
love, taxes, in-laws 
By JOYCE CAULEY 
Staff Reporter 

Once again a cast of talented actors, under the direc
tion of Mark Adams, have created a must-see comedy pro
duction. 

You Can't Take It With You opened at the College of the 
Mainland Arena Theatre Thursday, Oct. 28, 8 p.m. and 
will close Sunday, Nov. 2 I. 

Billed as one of Am. erica 's best-loved comedies, the play 
936 by George S. Kaufman and Moss 

. 
It's about an eccentric but loving family, the Sycamores, 

and what happens when their future in-laws, the stuffy 
Kirby family,-come to dinner. The play won the Pulitzer 
Prize for drama in 1937. 

When asked why he chose this. play,Adams said: "Many 
reasons, really ... it's the most-produced American com
edy of the century, but COM has never done the play in 
its 30-year history. It provides a bevy of wonderful acting 
roles for-18 actors. It js the kind of play that our audience 
is always happy to see us do-light-hearted, wann, funny 
and wholesome. It's. also my favorite American comedy, 
and ;ilthough I've directed it once before, I_ was eager to 

See Familiar Page 9 

I Halloween picture page 
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Misty Lea Albrecht (left) plays Alice Sycamore; V.W. Uher is Grandpa and Rick Watson is Tony Kirby in 
the COM Arena Theatre production of Kaufman and Hart's 1936 comedy, You Can't Take It With You. 
PerfOrmancea run ttfrough Nov. 21. (Photo by Skip Quimby) 

COM police trained for catastrophe on college campus 
By PAT WHEELER 
Staff Reporter 

Are we prepared for a random shooting incident such as 
those that have happened in Columbine High School, Ha
waii and Seattle this past year? 

COM Police Officer Thomas Dendy explained that the 

Fabian Sifuentes looks at a piece from Blue Sky ex
hibit ln·the COM gallary.(PhotobyEliUdelaCerdaJr.) 

• 

officers on duty at College of the Mainland have had ex
tensive training for this possibility. 

There are plans in place for sealing off the area ofhos
tility, as well as evacuating everyone before outside help 
arrives. 

Police officers may be reached on campus for emergen
cies at Ext. 599, for nonemergencies al Ext. 403. 

Some students at COM have the mistaken idea that the 
campus is patrolled by security guards. On the contrary. 
COM is staffed by licensed police officers with all the 
authority and power to not only execute warrants, but also 
to arrest individuals. 

''When a COM police officer issues a citation, it can 
See Illegal Page 11 

Blue Skies on exhibit in COM Art Gallery 
By JOYCE CAULEY 
Staff Reporter 

Works of art titled Blue Sky by Kate Pelley arc cur
rently on display in College of the Mainland Art Gallery 
located in the Fine Arts Building. The exhibition opened 
with a reception Wednesday, Oct. 27, 6-8 p.m. and con
tinues through Sunday, Dec. 5. 

"I'm delighted to bring this exhibition to COM ... it's 
like a breath of fresh air," said Janet Hassinger, director 
of the gallery. 

Petley, who has a bachelor of fine arts degree, gradu
ated cum laude in 1976 from the University of Utah, Salt 
Lake City. Since then she has received a number of awards 
and grants. In 1997 she received a second place award for 
a painting titled "Untitled (Indigo)" in The Big Show pre
sented by Lawndale Art & Performance Center, Houston. 

Petley gave a slide presentation of some of her larger 
pieces not included in the COM exhibition on Wednes
day, Oct. 27, 2:30 p.m. 

"My work is about the animalioll of light and the joy of 
seeing," Petley said. 

• 

• 

Using a remarkable imagination, Petley transforms the 
ordinary ibto the extraordinary. She uses unusual materi
als such as vinyl shower curtains, rusted barbed wire, 
scraps of lace and sequins in her art, simple things found 
in everyday life that most people overlook. 

According to Petley, the works in this exhibition are 
constructed rather than painted, leaving evidence of each 
decision made along the way. The term "blue sky" indi
c<ltes a distinctly optimistic attitude, bordering on nostal
gia. It refers to the ordinary atmosphere and also to the 
romantic notion of idealistic transcendence. It's an an
nouncement of the most basic element in our visual life: 
pure and simple light, represented by a brilliant blue sky. 

Petley has expanded her artistic talents to include pho
tography. Samples of her latest work titled Photographs 
are on exhibit at Rudolph Poissant Gallery in Houston, 
through mid-December. 

COM gallery hours are Monday-WCdnesday, 12:30 
p.m.-4:30 p.m. and Tuesday-Thursday, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. The 
gallery is also opeR one hour before theater performances. 
For further information call Hassinger at (409) 938-1211, 
or toll free at 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 354. 

• 
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Editorials/News 

Winners of the Student Activities Soanl-aponaored Halloween Party Pie Eating Contest held Oct. 28 during 
the 12:30-1 :30 p.m. College Hour are (standing from left) Kelly Burks, Kathy Pollard, Kristin Holt, Ranelsha 
Mickens, Julie VIiiasenor (sitting from left}, Akeem Richmond, Ebony Alrldge and Luke Cllfford. Burks and 
Pollard won first place; Holt and Richmond HCOnd; and Mlckena and Alrldge tied for third with VIiiasenor 
and Clifford. Partners aat with their hands tied behind their backs while thalr blindfolded partners fsd thBm 
pie. A karaoke singing contest also was held at the Halloween Party. Contest winners (not pictured) were 
Connie Bardwell, first place, Courtney August, sscond place, and Sherita Perez, third place. Winners of the 
Pie Eating Contast and kareoke singing contest...,, awarded a $10 prize. D.J. Darryl Santell provided the 
music for the karaoke contest. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Impeachment an often misunderstood process 
By JOYCE CAULEY 

Slaff ~•e<!rter 

The lnterCOM staff has received cmpments concern
ing the People Speak Out column in the October issue. 
The comments reveal that the word '"impeachment'' is 
misunderstood by some people. 

The first paragraph of the column stated, "Accusations 
of illegal drug use and various other crimes committed 
by politicians have been rampant since the investigation 
and impeachment of President Clinton." 

The definition of the word impeach, according 10 the 
Webster's New World Dictionary, is to bring (a public of
ficial) before a proper tribunal on charges of wrongdo-
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ing. Impeachment is the trying of a public Official before 
a competent tribuoal (or coun of justice)~ 

PRliident Clinton was impeached (accused of wrong· 
doing) but was not convicted. This is where the confusion 
lies. To impeach a public official does not mean to re· 
move him from office, it means simply to accuse him of 
wrongdoing. The trial determines whether there is enough 
evidence to convict the person. If insufficient evidence is 
found, he is acquitted. Removal from office only occurs 
if the person is convicted. 

In the history of the United States only two presidents 
have been impeached: President Andrew Johnson and 
President Clinton. President Johnson's impeachment took 
place 131 years before President Clinton's. 

Andrew Johnson was the first U.S. president to be im~ 
peached. On Feb. 24, 1868, the House of Representatives 
voted 126 to 47 to impeach President Johnson for remov
ing Edwin M. Stanton, secretary of war, from office with· 
out notifying the Senate. President Johnson was acquitted 
by a difference of one vote. 

PresidenJ Richard M. Nixon resi&ned on Aug. 9, 1974, 
before the articles of impeachment recommended against 
him by the House Judiciary Committee relating to the 
Watergate scandal could be voted on. 

The articles would have charged.himwith obstruction 
of justice, abus'e of power and contempt of Congress. Presi
dent Nixon is the only U.S. president to resign from of. 
fice. 

After almost a year of investigation, the House Judi
ciary Committee approved three articles of impeachment 
alleging that President Clinton had committed perjury and 
obstructed justice in the Monica Lewinsky matter. 

On Dec. 12 the comittee approved a founh and final 
, anicle against the president accusing him of making false 

statements in his answers to written questions from Con· 
gress. The president's Senate trial began Thursday, Jan. 7 
and ended with his aquittal on Friday Feb. 12. The Senate 
voted 5545 to reject the charge and split the perjury charge 
50-50 on the obstruction of justice allegation. 

.. 

Removing President Clinton froni office would have 
required .i two-thirds vote or 67 vOtes. 

Editor's note: Sources for this ar1icle were World Book 
Online, <http://ww.v.worldbookonline .. com>1 and Im
peachment, <http://www.impeachmem.c0m> 
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Editor's warning: 
Drive defensively 

Michael 
Navarro 

This summer I was one of the many drivers involved 
in an automobile altercation. · Fortunately, it was minor 
with speeds not. exceeding 5 mph. 

• 

I was.pulling into a parking_lot at a local store when I 
saw a white Chevy Lumina backing up from the parking 
spot in front of me. I immediately shifted my car to the 
parking position and honked my horn three times. The 
driver, however, did not hear me and struck my left 
parking light, shattering the lens. Immediately I got out 
of my car and started walking to the other car with steam 
coming out of my ears. Seeing that the other driver was 
an elderly woman, I calmed down. But once I spoke to 
her, my anger returned. · 

She claimed she never heard or saw me. The fact that 
she had pulled in backward, not even aligned with the 
lines, was one .of the reasons she didn't see me. We 
exchanged information and I decided that I would be 
nice and handle the situation between ourselves without 
the police. 

After we had exchanged information, the woman went 
into the store and I reread her information. When I 
noticed she had failed to give me the phone number for 
her insurance company, I went into the store, found her 
and asked for the number. 

"Just call information; they are off290," she said. 
Back in my car, I called infonnation to get the 

woman's insurance company. I talked to an agent and 
thought everything was settled. Boy, was I wrong. 

It took more than two weeks before the agent called 
me and that was only to tell me the insurance company 
needed to talk to their client. 

Abotit a month after tite accident, the agent finally 
called to tell me that the driver who hii me Was not held 
liable because she told them I hit her. Not only did she 
lie about my hitting her car, she also lied to her agent 
about having a witness. Because I had no witness, there 
wasn't much I could do. Since I did not call the police 
and was in a parking lot which is deemed private 
property (you C3.nnot receive a ticket in one according to 
Texas law), the woman was free of any penalties, and I 
was stuck without a parking light. 

Sol ask, what requirements must older drivers fulfill? 
At which age should they be required to retake the 
driving test. 

Beyond that, what does the state require of new 
drivers? Teenagers are no longer required to take the 
driving exam at the Department of Public Se1Vices as 
long as their driving school tenned them satisfactory 
drivers. As a result, many poorly trained drivers receive 
their licenses. Based on my experience, driver education 
teachers are lenient. They don't always test on every 
required aspect 9f driving. DPS testers, on the other 
hand, must administer a thorough test. · 

I have a friend, Leroy, who bas to be the worst driver 
evet. He bas knocked down a pole at a gas station, 
pulled out in front of cars causing an accident and has 
turned into parking lots from traffic lanes instead of a 
turning lane without any regard for traffic. He has taken 
the defensive driving class so many times he has the ex.it 
exam memorized. Fortunately, for me and everyone else 
who rides with him, his driving has improved somewhat 
after three years, three tickets, three paint jobs, two 
poles and a damaged car. But it's OK because his driver 
education school and the DPS have ruled him a compe
tent driver. So ask yourself, how many more Leroys are 
out there driving on thC: same highway as you? 

.. 
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Union leader Chavez 
rallies farm workers 
Continued from Page 10 --------
your eyes.and mind, so that you can get out of anything." 
This quote is from the book, The Fight in the Fields, by 
Susan Ferris and Ricardo Sandoval. 

The stock market crash of 1929 took its toll on the 
Chavez family. By 1932, many of their customers bad 
become destitute, so the Chavezes gave generously on 
credit to those less fortunate. Finally, unable to pay their 
own bills, the Chavezcs were forced to sell their busi
nesses. 

The 1933 drought, which created the Oklahoma Dust 
Bowl also devastated the Chavez farm• in Arizona. Like 
the ''Okies," as author John Steinbeck called them, and 
thousands of other Americans displaced by the Great De
pression, the Chavezes were forced off their land to be

come migrant workers in the California fields. 
Traversing the state with his family in search of crops, 

Cesar was enrolled in 36 different schools. He was forced 
to quit just afte~ struggling lo finish eighth grade so that 
he could work full time. Later when he organized the 
union, he persuaded young strike'rs to seek higher educa
tion, telling them that they could help la Causa better if 
they had a degree. 

Cesar, his wife Helen and activist Dolores Huerta, went 
to Delano, Calif, in 1962 to organize "el Movimiento" 
(the Movement) which he called the National Fann Work
ers Association. 

In September 1965, Filipino grape workers started the 
Delano grape strike and were joined by Mexicans and 
Chicanos (Mexican Americans) under Cesar's leadership. 
This was the genesis of the "Wrath of Grapes Boycott." 

In March 1966, Cesar led a 300-mile march from Delano 
to Sacramento, Calif. to inspire farm workers to push the 
strike beyond the Delano boundries and to demand that 
Gov. Edmund Brown call a special session of the Legis
lature to enact a collective bargaining law for Cali,fomia. 
The march made national news, attracted thousands more 
supporters and resulted in a contract with a major grape 
grower. Cesar finished the march limping with blistered 
feet. 

Victories were sweet but not without a cost. Opponents 
to la Causa attacked picketers and overzealous police ar
rested and battered UFW members at the picket lines. The 
opposition went to any extreme to deter the union from 
becoming organized, even killing the picketers. Cesar was 
resolute to abide by his philosophy of nonviolence which 
was influenced by Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. Manin Luther 
King Jr. 

Cesar was jailed many times for his involvement in La 
Causa, including a time on the 13th day of fasting to make 
the union commit to nonviolence. l'wo weeks later Cesar 
ended the fast because the message had gotten across to 
the union members. 

Cesar engaged in another fast in 1971 to protest Ari
zona passing a law that outlawed boycotts and harvest 
strikes. Just before this fast, Cesar met with supporters, 
who doubted that the UFW would prevail against farmers 
in that conservative state. His supporters told him "no se 
puede, nose puede" (it can't be done, it can't be done), 
he responded "si se puede" (it can be done). 

Cesar's concern with health problems among fann 
workers believed to be caused by pesticides used in the 
fields led him to spearhead a grape boycott in the 1980s. 

Half a century after the Chavezes were forced off their 
land to begin their perilous migrant journey, Cesar died 
at 69 of natural causes the evening of April 22, 1993. 

The man who was known as "the father of all 
Chicanos.".the man whom Robert Kennedy called, "one 
of the heroic figures of our time," was buried in a· plain 
unvarnished coffin. Ethel Kennedy comforted Cesar's wife 
Helen during the funeral. 

President Clinton posthumously awarded the Presiden· 
tial Medal of Freedom to Cesar Chavez on Aug. 8, 1994. 

The Texas Legislature passed bill HB 316, which be
came effective Sept. 1, making March 31, Cesar Chavez 
Day, a state holiday. 

Ceasar Chavez's leg3.cy to all American' js the belief 
that si se puede. 

• 
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Firefighters learn valuable techniques 

COM Fire Protection Technology students prepare for hands-on training to reinforce their cla11room In
struction at the Fire Fighters Academy. They practice techniques to hoist equipment to the upper storln of 
the LAC buikllng. Some students on the ground check their equipment whlle others take advantage of a 
welcome break. The program prepares graduates to go Into a variety of occupational opportunhlea, such as 
fire Insurance lnepector, municipal fire Inspector, safety technician, flre;et>artment offlc•, training lnstn.ic-
tor, state and federal civil service pos~lone. Upon completion of the Buie Are fighter Academy course, 
gredustH wtll bo ellglbie to be evaluatad by the Texaa Commlulon""' An, P~.(Photo by EJlao de la 
Cerda Jr.) • 

Illegal parkers warned 
Continued from Page 1 ---------
be bandied at the college or it can be issued with the Jus· 
tice of the Peace," said Officer Dendy, Police Team leader. 
However, there is quite a difference in cost. 

For instance, a college citation could cost as little as 
$10, but if it were filed with the Justice of the Pel~e. the 
cost could be as much as $200 for the s1me offense. This 
should be of concern to individuals who have received 
more than one citation and haven't cleared them with the 
COM police. 

One of the most common (.-Omplaints the Police Team 
receives is the illegal parking in handicapped parking 
spaces. Be advised, the handicap placard is issued to the 
handicapped individual, not to the vehicle . 

If the qualified person is not in the car at the time, the 
vehicle cannot be legally parked in a handicapped space," 

·Officer Dendy said. If the vehicle is illegally parked, the 
handicapped sticker could be revoked. Reissuing the sticker 
could be a lengthy process, and inconvienence to the handi~ 
capped person. 

Also of concern is that cigarette butts have been found 
on the campus, especially around Lake Eckert. This is a 
posted tobacco free campus. "No chewing, or dipping is 
allowed,"offiCC:r Dendy emphasized. Smoking is allowed 
in private vehicles only. COM also has a law prohibiting 
littering. 

Annual Turkey Trot Nov. 12 
The 23rd Annual Turkey Trot Fun Run/Walk is set for 

Saturday, Nov. JO, 8 a.m. at College of the Mainland. 
Participants must sign up by 10 p.m., Friday, Nov. 12. 

Individuals may enter one of the 1/4·, l·, 3- or 6-mile 
event. Awards will be given to the first and second place 
male and female contestants in the l·, 3. and 6-rrtile 
event.and to the first place winner in each age division. 

The divisions are as follows: 14 years and younger, 15-
19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59, and 60 and older. 

For more information, call (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 422 or come by the front desk of the Gym . 
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Prepare for a career in health 
promotion/wellness and exercise 

direction with a B.S. in 
Fitness and Human Performance 

Make plans forSpring 2000 now -
Registration begins January 10 

Classes begin January 18 

Call today for an application 
and program information 

(281) 283-2517 
• University 

of Houston 
Clear Lake 

admbsion!@cl.uh.edu 
www.cl.uh.edu/admiaions 
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Campus Life 

Members of the OAAC gather with their trophy after placing second in the La Marque Fair on the Square Parade 
float contest. Members are (back, from left)Tasbiba Bryant, secretary; Shalis Gordon; Chevon Mahoney, trea
surer; Alicia Lemons Kym Nolley, vice president; Tammie Letroise, vice treasurer; (front from left) Dana Ortiz, 
Labia Wanda, and Schon Brooks, president. (Photo by Jeanette Slaughter) 

OAAC plans fund-raiser, multi-college tour 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

The Organization of African American Culture of Col
lege of the Mainland is "dedicated to promotingAfrican
American culture through education, information and rec
ognition that exceeds awareness beyond the campus and 
community," said Jeanette Slaughter, OAAC sponsor. 

The club's new sponsor is a familiar face at COM. 
Slaughter, who became sponsor this fall replacing An
thony Hawkins, was a full-time police officer at COM 
from September 1988 to September 1997. She currently 
is a part-time officer and also works the front desk in the 
Gym. 

The OAAC will hold a barbecue dinner sale sponsored 
by Grand Prize Barbeque Nov. 12. OAAC members will 
be out on campus and in the community with barbecue 
dinner order forms. The dinne,r will consist of a chipped 
beef sandwich and side orders. On Nov. 20, the OAAC 
will participate in the campus rummage sale in the cam
pus Parking Lot A. They also will participate in a food 
drive at local grocery stores. 

In March the OAAC will participate in the Black Heri
tage College Tour from March 13-17. The tour, available 
to COM students and staff, will be $279 per person. This 
cost includes round-trip charter bus, hotel accommoda
tions and taxes and tours. Deadline for registration is Jan. 
24 in the Gym. 

Tour members will visit sites, such as Southern Uni
versity in Baton Rouge, La; Alabama State University in 
Montgomery, Ala.; Spelman University in Atlanta, Ga.; 

Clark University in Atlanta, Ga.'; Jackso0n State Univer
sity in Jackson, Miss.; Dillard University in New Orleans, 
La.; Tuskegee University in Tuskegee, Ala.; Morehouse 
University in Atlanta, Ga.; Morris Brown University in 
Atlanta, Ga.; and Grambling State University in 
Grambling, La. ' 

The tour also will visit historical sites such as The ~ 
Center and Gravesite in Atlanta, the Birmingham Civil 
Rights Museum and Ebenezer Church. 

The OAAC began their year by offeringsnowcones and 
face painting at the Fall Welcome.Kickoft/Club Day. They 
ended September participating in the La Marque Fair on 
the Square parade. The club placed second in the float 
contest. 

In October the OAAC held a car wash in Texas City 
that.raised more than $200. oil Oct. 22 t~e club along 
with the local chapter of the NAACP held a fund-raiser 
dance in the COM Student Center. The OAAC also par
ticipated in the La Marque Independent School District 
Homecoming parade Oc.1. 28 and held a La Marque Home
coming dance fund-raiser. The organization, along with 
Students for Christ hosted a three-mile Walk-A-Thong 
fund-raiser around Lake Eckert to raise money for club 
member scholarships and club activities. · 

The OAAC was first established in 1978 as the Black 
Women's Association. In 1984, the BWA became the 
Black Student Union, which in 1989 became the OAAC. 

For more infonnalion about joining the OAAC, the or
dering barbecue dinner or attending the college tour, con
tact Slaughter at (409) 938- 12 ll, or toll free 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 422. 

Former COM students win UHCL scholarships 
Fifty-three area community college students are among 

those receiving University of Houston scholarships for 
the 1999-2000 year. 

Award recipients from College of the Mainland are 
Clairese Carlson and Susan Root. Achievement Scholar
ship; Heather Ostendorf, Cullen Leadership Award Schol
arship; Arturo Leyva. Katherine Rodriquez and Jennifer 
Walker, Goalstette~ Scholarship; Misty Wilcken, Phi Theta 
Kappa Award Scholarship; and Serna Beavers, Joyceen 
Collins, Mark Hinchee, Rose Jenkins and Ima Thome, 
Stellar ~holar Scholarship. 

The Achievement Awar; Scholarship is given to stu
dents who demonstrate overcoming obstacles in life. The 

• 

Gavel LcadershipAward, Cullen Leadership Award Schol
arship and the Phi Theta Kappa Award Scholarship are 
given to students who demonstr.ite leadership service. The 
Goalsetter Award and the Stellar Scholar Scholarships are 
given to students who demonstrate academic ability. 

Aw.irds also were given to students at the following 
colleges: Alvin Community, Galveston, Houston Com
munity, Lee Community, San Jacinto Central, San Jacinto 
South, San Jacinto North, and Wharton County Junior. 
The fall 2000 scholarship deadline is June 1. For more 
infonnation, call Vicki Kirk in the University of Houston 
Clear-Lake Office of Enrollment Services at (281) 283-' 
2515 . 
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Pronunciation guide 
to Spanish phrases 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assist.ant Editor 

According to the preface in the Spanish/English Larouse 
Dictionary, more than 300 million people in some 20 coun
tries on both side~ of the Atlantic speak Spanish. Span
ish, along with English, is one of the two most widely 
used languages worldwide. 

The Spanish alphabet is made up of the following 29 
letters: The first row is the letter, the second row is the 
name of the letter. 

ab cchdefgh 
ah heh ceh cheh deb eb effeh heh ahChe ee 

j k II 
hotah kah ehlleh ehyehp 

m 
ehmmeh 

n 
ehnne 

fl 0 

ehnye oh 
p q 

peh koo 
r rr s u 

ehreh ehrreh ehseh teh oo 

X y Z V 

ooveh ehkiss egreeagah zetah 

Note: These are the names of letters not how they ar,e 
pronounced in words. 

Every letter is pronounced in Spanish except for the 
silent "h" as in hacha (ahcha) {ax}, and the "u" in the 
groups qu (k), gue (ge), qui (ki) as in guerra (gerrah) 
{war}; unless it bears the diaresis; giiera (gwera) 
{blondie}. 

The following are common Spanish phrases along with 
pronunciation guide: 
Buenos dias (Booehnos deeahs)- Good morning 
Buendia (booehn deeah) - Good day. 
Como estas? (Komo ehstass)- How are you? 
Que till (keh tahl) - casual fonn Qf how are you 
Bien gracias (Biehn grahcias) - Fine, thank.you. 
Buenas noches (Booehnahs Dohches) - Good night/Good 
evening used at arriving as well as at departure. 

COM commemorates 
Chavez' fight for laborers 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland became a part of U.S. history 
on Oct. 14, 1987, when COM President LarryStanley. 
introduced Cesar Chavez in the Leaming-Resources CCn
ter Auditorium. 

Eighteen years prior to this historical visit, the cover 
on Time magazine bore the words "The Wrath of Grapes-
Mexican-Americans on the march," and a portrait of Cesar 
Chavez gave national reco.gnition to this ordinary man 
with an extraordinary commitment to "la Causa" (the 
Cause), a life-long fight for the labor and human rights of 
farm workers in the United States. 

Cesar Estrada Chavez, or Cesar, as he was affection
ately known by those who knew him. was born March 
31, 1927, in Arizona's Gila Valley. His grandfather, 
Cesario Chavez, and bis grandmother, Dorotea, both from 
Chihuahua, Mexico, bought a fann in the Arizona desert. 

Cesar's parents, Librada and Juana Chavez cultivated 
the farm after the rest of the family including Cesar's 
grandparents moved away. They also owned a store, a 
garage and a pool hall. 

Juana inspired Cesar's ~elief in nonviolence. She in 
structed with "dichos" (proverbs). "It is best to turn the 
other cheek," she would say. "God gave you senses, like 

See Union Page 11 
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SAB blood drive beats 
prior years' donations 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland students. staff, faCulty and com
munity members from as far away as Pasadena responded 
generously to firefighter Craig Peterson's need for blood. 
Peterson was hospitalized with injuries he suffered dur
ing the accident which claimed the life of Texas City Fire 
Chief William Bethune the morning of Oct. 5. 

"l decided to give blood because I heard about the 
firefighter (Peterson)," said Robert Cook, a Dickinson resi
dent. "If I needed it, I would want someone to give," he 
said as blood was being drawn from his arm by a ma
chine next to his recliner. 
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The Student Center bustled with volunteers, phleboto
mists and people waiting to give the "gift of life." A sense 
of urgency was in the air. Yet, blood donors didn't seem 
to mind waiting in long lines to fill out personal infonna
tion and medical history forms, and to move from one 
station to another until they found themselves on a 
stretcher or in a recliner with a hypodermic needle in one 
ann and a line leading to a machine collecting their blood. 

Robert Cook, a Dickinson resident, donates blood Oct. 6 at the SAB sponsored blood drive. A total of 341 unite 
of blood were collected this year. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

According to Maryann Urick, coordinator for the fall 
semester blood drive and Student Activities Board adviser, 
the day before the accident the blood drive attracted only 
67 people, and 16 of those were not allowed to donate 
blood for various reasons. On Oct. 6, however. 334 do-

· nors converged at the Student Center. Of those donors, 
44 were not able to give blood. "lt is wonderful to know 
that people will come to the aid of someone in need," 
Urick said. 

Reasons for not being allowed to dona1e blood include 
having tattoos or body piercing done within the last year. 

Other reasons include being on certain m·edications or be
ing anemic. 

The Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center in Houston, 
which provided the medical personnel and equipment for 
the blood drive, collected 341 units. Last year's fall blood 
drive netted 54 units. The SAB sponsored the event 

Veterans Day, reminder of priceless 'gift of freedo~' 
By JOYCE CAULEY 
Staff Reporter 

Veterans Day is a holiday observed annually in the 
United States to honor all those, ljving and dea9, who 
served with the U.S. armed forces in wartime. It is cel
ebrated on Nov. 11, the anniversary of the end of World 
War I (1914-1918). 

In 1919, President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed Nov. 
11 as Armistice Day to remind Americans of the trag
edies of war. A 1938 law made the day a federal holiday 
and in 1954, Congress changed the holiday's name to 
Veterans Day to honor all U.S. veterans. 

Who are the veterans? In everyday life a veteran doesn't 
wear a badge or medal except in parades; therefore, it's 
impossible to identify them. They are ordinary human be
ings who offered some of their best years to serve their 
country so that Americans could live· in freedom. A vet· 

eran could be any one of your fellow students at College 
of the Mainland or even a professor or staff member. 

Of the 3,204 COM students enrolled this fall, Lori Boyd 
who handles Veterans Affairs in the Student Financial Aid 
Office confirmed that 125 students are veterans. The only 
method of identifying students as veterans is through the 
government's financial benefits records; therefore, if a 
student does not receive financial benefits, the college 
has no record of a student's veteran status. This is unfor
tunate. It's possible th.it many more COM students are 
veterans, but they remain unknown due to the absence of 
statistics. 

Alice Whistler of Human Resources confirmed that 17 
COM employees also are veterans. 

Scars or a missing limb may be obvious signs of a 
veteran's service to his country while others have invis
ible proof hiding inside their bodies: a piece of shrapnel, 
a metal pin or post traumatic stress syndrome. 

... MORE s,,Ns •F TIii ANCA&rPSI 
11u,. \>yuJJe.,,./f....( ~~ 'U>OO 

6E~EW,_ 

• 

• 

No, the gift of freedom is definitely not free. Many fami~ 
lies paid an enormous price for the freedoms that Ameri
cans enjoy today and the price was the loss of their loved 
ones' lives. 

The Veterans Day celebrations. in the United States in
clude parades and speeches. Special services are held at 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Arlington National 
Cemetery in Arlington, Va. The Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier represents the thousands of soldiers who remain 
"missing in action" or are "prisoners of war."The uhknown 
soldier, a casualty of the Vietnam War, buried at the tomb 
in 1984, was identified June 30, 1998. The remains were 
removed from the tomb and underwent a fonn of DNA 
testing not available until 1995. Defense Secretary Will
iam Cohen then announced that the remains had been iden
tified as those of Air Force Lt. Michael Blassie of St. Louis. 
The remains were returned to his family for burial. · 

The U.S. vetei;.an population as of July 1998 is estimated 
at approximately 25,188,(K)(), according to statistics from 
the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs. 

Editor's note: Sources of information <http:// 
WMtw.worldbookonline.com> aruJ The World Almanac and 
Book of Facts 1m. 

October corrections 
The Sports Day qualifying tennis tournament par

ticipants were identified in the wrong order in the 
October lnterCOM. The correct order of participants 

·· (froni left) is Mark McCoy, Kenneth Wyatt, Trav!s 
Marion, Helbert Salandanan, Brian Berg and Mark 
Adams (see Page 6 ). 

Another mistake was the mislabeling of HOLA 
and COM Amigos members as well as the omis· 
sion of one Amigos member's name on Page S. The 
correct order (from left) is Olda Perez, Hola mem
ber; Lauren Hansmire, Amigos secretary; Adrian 
Flores, Amigos vice president; Mauricette Ruiz, 
Amigos president~ Luke Papini, Amigos treasurer; 
Beth Perez, Amigos member; AJice Whistler, Rafael 
Naranjo and Robert Rodriguez, Hola members. 

InterCOM apologizes for any inconvenience. 
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News/Features 

Getz teaches with years of experience in field 
By PAT WHEELER 
Staff Reporter 

It's amazing how many interesting and accomplished 
people you can meet at College of the Mainland, whose 
talent and level of accomplishment is recognized at _the 
highest levels. Many such people walk around with kind 
and gentle eyes and soft unassuming smiles. Murray Getz 
is such a person sharing his 30 years of photography ex
perience with his Continuing Education students at COM. 

Getz was born and raised in Houston, traveled the world, 
aIJ.d worked with celebrities of such renown as Frank 
Sinatra, Phil Harris, Jack Benny and someone we all 
should know-Marvin Zindler. 

At age 13 after developing his first roll of film, he knew 
he was hooked when he saw the images on the photo
graph begin to appeal' in the developing fluid. 

As a teen-ager he chased ambulances and followed po
l ice calls to phOtograph the news. He was a free-lance 
photographer for the Houston Press, Houston Post and 
the Houston Chronicle. He also worked in this capacity 
for CBS, which on one occasion wanted him to cover the 
story of a jailbreak in Richmond, located in southwest 
Houston. Because he wasn't yet an adult, he needed his 
mother's permission. She refused to give it because she 
was afraid he might get hurt. When Gen. Douglas 
McArthur visited Houston the film Getz made was broad
cast on the Douglas Edwards 6 p.m. national news. Getz 
did all of this before he was 20 years old. 

At 22, Getz opened his own studio, where he filmed 
special television productions and commercials. Although 
he was working as an independent producer, the Kamin 
Advertising Agency in Houston used his services exclu
sively. They were the first advertising agency to have a 

live TV department. He also provided live TV commer
cials for wrestling matches. No exact time between com
mercials existed because one match might last a few min
utes and the next only 30 seconds. As a result, broadcast
ing live was quite a challenge. 

Life moved more slowly in the 1940s. When the Sham
rock Hilton Hotel opened in Houston in 1947 many digni
taries were invited: Dorothy Lamour, Al~en Hale, Andy 
Devine, Jack Benny, Phil Harris, Edgar Berger and his 
dummy Charlie McCarthy, Dianna Lynn and Pat O'Brien, 
to mention a few. The most amazing fact was they trav
eled to Houston by train from Hollywood: a three-day 
journey. Getz has a photo album filled with the pictures 
he took while covering this special occasion. 

By the late '40s, Getz had enlarged his studio and was 
doing commercials for national advertising agencies. He 
returned home after accepting an assignment in London 
worrying what his wife's reaction would be to him travel
ing overseas. She responded by saying, "When do we 
leave?" and accompanied him many times. 

The most interesting assignment he accepted dictated 
that he travel to Indonesia for ty.,o weeks. He was hired to, 
take photographs at an American gas production company. 
Although he was with Americans, he was in a foreign 
environment surrounded by jungles with orangutans 
swinging through the trees. 

In 1950, Getz was invited to accompany Dr. Denton 
Cooley into the operating room to photograph a heart bj
pass operation for Texas Monthly magazine. Getz also 
was hired to teach astronauts the fine art of picture taking 
to record their trip into space. 

From all his credits, one would think Getz has dene it 
all. But that isn't everything. While taking photos at the 
Railroad Museum in Galveston, he was asked to partici-

Murray Getz prepares to photograph one of the first 
heart bypass operatk>ns performed by Dr. Denton 
Cooley at the Houaton Medical Center. 

pate in Kenny Rogers' movie Gambler #5 in 1995. He 
played the conductor on the train. 

Since retiring, he volunteers at the Aviation Museum 
in Galveston, has been an InterCOM reporter and pho
tographer and teaches a camera class at COM. 

AIDS expert expounds on dangers associated with HIV 
By DAN SELLERS 

' Staff Reporter 

Andrew McPhaul, past director of the AIDS Coalition 
of Coastal Texas, addressed a group of College of the 
Mainland students, faculty and staff on the characteris
tics and dangers of HIV Oct. 19. 

Aided by two men, ''Tommy" and "Johnny," McPhaul 
enlightened the audience with a forceful presentation on 

Hanamlre, a student of languages. Is the secre
tary of COM Amigos. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda 

' 
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the dangers of AIDS. 
"One out of every 250 Americans is infected with the 

AIDS virus," McPhaul told the audience in the Leaming 
Resources Center Auditorium. He has personal experi
ence with the disease; his son died from an HIV related 
infection. 

"Better public health information is not the problem." 
The problein is getting individuals to act on the facts they 
already have. 

On the other hand "information is still very difficult to 
get into the public schools," McPhaul said. That is a vex
ing obstacle for him since "one in five AIDS cases prob
ably have their origins in children under the age of 18." 

McPhaul noted that 'Galveston County is seventh in 
AIDS cases in Texas. 

For additional information on AIDS write the AIDS 
Coalition of Coastal Texas. 1405 39th St., Galveston. TX 
77550, or call (409) 763-2437. 

Hansmire COM Amigos secretary, world traveler 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland student Lauren Hansmire, the 
daughtf?r of COM math and geology Professor David L. 
Hansmire, has fond memories of family summer vaca
tions to places, such as dinosaur museums and going on 
geological excursions. 

"As a child I enjoyed most of the trips. except for the 
one to some diamond mines in Arkansas," Hansmire re
called. "It was mostly mounds of dirt. They gave us a 
shovel, but I never found any diamonds." 

Some of the family trips included going to Canada, 
Alaska and snorkeling in the Cayman Islands. 

Hansmire spent 11 months as an exchange student in 
Aachen, Germany, near Belgium. "The most exciting part 
of that trip was leaving the United States, entering a new 
world and finding yourself," Hansmire said. "You find 
out more about yourself as a person." While in Germ~ny, 
Hansmire made a trip to the French R.iviera. 

Hansmire is a patient, positive thinker who likes sci
ence alld is intrigued by the wonders of nature. 

With blonde hair and blue eyes, this intelligent young 
woman knows when to use her charms. "I once cried my, 
self out of a ticket," Hansmire said. "l told the otficer 1 
was running late to take my SAT:.he let me go." 

I 

For entertainment she likes all types of movies except 
horror movies, as well as camping, watching the news 
and talking about politics. Hansmire confessed that the 
main reason she is taking Spanish is that while she was 
in Prague, Czechoslovakia, she bragged to someone about 
being able to speak Spanish. Not being able to deliver, 
she found herself in an embarrassing situation. 

Other than traveling, Hansmire also enjoys cooking. 
reading mystery stories and science fiction and is inter
ested in languages. She has not yet decided on a career. 

Hansmire, who was born in Clear Lake ana. now lives 
in Santa Fe, is attending COM under the Mary Ellen Doyle 
scholarship which she received while she was in high 
school. She is secretary of the Spanish club Amigos. 

Rescheduled forum Nov. 18 
According to the Student Activities Board sponsor, 

Maryann Urick. the Student Concerns Forum has been 
rescheduled for Thursday, Nov.18, 12:30.p.m. in the Stu

dent Center. 
Students are encouraged to attend this forum and voice 

any concerns they may have or ask questions related to 
College of the Mainland. 

Both Dean Alex Pratt and Dean Henry Pope plan to 
attend this event. 

• 

The winner& of the Student/Employee 3-on-3 Basketball Tournament held OCl 27 pose after winning the champi
onship game. Team members are COM employees (from left) Galen Hayward, Bryon WIiiiams and Jerry {J.B.) 
Bryant. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Familiar faces return to COM theater 
Conitued from Page 1 ----------
try it again." 

People who regularly attend the Arena Theatre will rec
ognize some familiar faces among the 18 actors who are 
repeat perfonners at COM. 

The roleDf Penny Sycamore is played by Alice Rhoades; 
the role of Paul Sycamore by Willy Devlin; Martin 
Vanderhof(Grandpa) by V.W. Uher; Mr. Kirby by Victor 
Lang; Mrs. Kirby by Phyllis Dorflinger; Alice Sycamore 
by Mist)' Lea Albrecht and the hilarious Boris Kolenkhov 
by Robert Judd. 

New to the Arena Theatre stage (but not to acting) are 
Amy Nicole Olfers playing Essie Carmichael; Daniel 
Decker, former lnterCOM staff photographer playing Ed 
Carmichael and Rick Watson playing Tony Kirby. 

The play opens with a scene in the living room of 
Vanderhof's home in New York City one evening in early 
summer 1938. Some great special effects occur in the play, 

especially when fireworks explode and smoke comes bil• 
lowing out of the basement. 

Craig Seanor (sound design) has been providing sound 
for Arena Theatre productions for more than nine years. 
Kelly Babb (lighting design) begins his 22nd season de
signing for COM. Tom King is the technical director, Tom 
Boone is set designer; Landis Maren York, costume de
signer; Bethany Pheneger-Babb, production stage man
ager; and Rachel Delanoix, lnterCOM. staff member, is 
assistant stage manager .. 

A free preview of the play was presented Wednesday, 
Oct. 27, at 8 p.m. for COM students, faculty, staff and the 
community. 

Performances for You Can't Take It With You will be 
Thursdays through Saturdays al 8 p.m.and Sundays at 2:30 
p.m. 
For reservations or other information call the Arena The
atre box office at (409) 938-1211 or toll free l (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 345_ 

COM, institute offer eight-week ROV course 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

The Institute of Remotely Operated Vehicles in Clear 
Lake Shores along with College of the Mainland offers a 
course to fill the high demand for ROV operators. 

The eight week course provides operational practice and 
instruction on electric, electronic and hydraulic systems 
and ROY piloting. Students_also receive job placement 
assistance and may average $5,800 monthly in wages. 

ROVs are vehicles operated by remote control to sur
vey, service and maintain submarine installations in ar
eas that are either inaccessible or too hazardous for hu
man exploration. 

Booming groups worldwide, such as oceanographic 
exploration, offshore drilling and the U.S. government 
have a high demand for trained ROV operators. 

Recently ROVs received national attention when they 
were used in the search for John F. Kennedy Jr. 's downed 
plane near Martha's Vineyard off the southeast coast of 
Massachusetts. 

More recently they are being used by the National Trans
portation Safety Board and the U.S. Navy in the search 
for the black box of the EgyptAir Flight 990 that went 
down near Massachusetts' island of Nantucket. 

During the course, students will tour the Ocean Star 

' 

• 

offshore drilling rig and museum located on Pier 20 of 
Galveston Island. 

The Ocean Star is a decommissioned, refurbished 
jack.up offshore drilling rig. This type of rig is used in 
oceanographic oil production and exploration worldwide. 

The institute tour covers all offshore phases including 
scale models of drilling and production, exhibits on drill
ing, geology, marine seismic techniques, well servicing 
and produ~ion. the Ocean Star's control room and vid
eos on ROY operations. 

"ROV institute students come to the Ocean Star for a 
day and get an overview of what it takes to drill a well. 
They go below deck and get to see the mud pumps and 
the diesel power generators," said David Munson, the 
Ocean Star's operations director. 

The ROY Institute is the only place in the western hemi
sphere wher& this course is taugllt. About 20 students par
ticipate per 'session, with the next session beginning on 
Dec. 6. 

Financial aid may be available to qualified students 
interested in the ROV course. 

For more information contact the Institute of Remotely 
Operated Vehicles at (281) 535-3030 or visit their website 
at <www.irov.com> You also can call the COM Workforce 
Development at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 406. 

• 
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Walk-A-Thong raises 
funds for scholarships 
By MATT TASLER 
Staff Reporter 

ColJege of the Mainland hosted an all-club sponsored 
Walk-A-Thong Saturday Oct. 30 at 9 a.m. Donations from 
the event went toward student scholarships. 

The event raised close to $900 and more than 30 people 
were involved in the three-mile walk. Participating teams 
paid a $10 entry fee. Prizes and trophies were awarded to 
the winners. 

The following companies donated gift certificates as 
door prizes for the event: Busy Bee Cafe, Casa Ole, Ho
tel Galvez, Kelley's Country Cookin', Luna's Mexican 
Restaurant, Moody Gardens, O'Brien's Cafe, Outback 
Steak House: Pizza Hut, Rosario's Italian Restaurant, 
Schlotzsky's Deli, The Hanipton Inn, The Hop, The Ol
ive Garden, The Reef Seafood House, Village Pizza and 
Seafood and Walmart. Texas Star Video doriated enough 
free video rentals that all participants received one. Re
freshments for the participants were provided by local 
community businesses. 

The Student Activities Board, COM Amigos, OAAC 
and Students for Christ were the COM clubs that partici
pated in the event. The Admissions Team also entered a 
team. 

Twenty-seven door prizes were given to participants. 
Students for Christ raised the most club money. Dana 
Ortega raised $140.50, which was the highest total for an 
individual. ,Students for Christ also had the most partici
pants in the Walk with 13 adults and two children. 

For mwre information regarding future events call ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll-free°l (888) 258-8859. You may speak 
with Jeanette Slaughter OAAC sponsor at Ext. 422 or 
Tammy Stafford, Students for Christ sponsor at Ext. 417. 

Headed for Medical School? 
Our students are accepted at 

twice the national average 

We offer degrees in the following majors: 
Biological Sciences Chemistry 

Physical Sciences 

Registration begins January JO 
Classes begin January 18 

Call today for an application 
and program information 

(281) 283-2517 

admissions@cLuh.edu 
_ www.cLub.edu/admissions 
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The COM Intramural softball team won first place at the fall Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day held 
Oct. 14 at Frlenilswood Sports Park.- Mixed softball teams from seven Houston area community colleges 
particltpaled. Winning COM playora are (back row) Larry Irons, Ryan Jak...,.y, Matt Klingenberg, Brian Colbert, 
Jason Martin, Chris Barkmann, Adam Flies and Bruce Sander. Front row (from left) Candy Banda, Danielle Ayala, 
Naomi Gdmaldo and Tiffany Garcia. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM "students win big at GCIC Sports Day 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland hasted the fall GuU Coast ln
tercoJlt:giate Conference Sports Day Oct. 14. 

The last time COM hosted sports day was in 1996-. 
The COM softball team won first place in the double 

elimination softball tournament at the Friendswood Sports 
Park. COM lost to Montgomery College 11-to-10 in the 
opening game. Facing elimination, they beat San Jacinto 
Collegf!-Central 10-to-8. COM went on to defeat 
Kingwood College by a decisive 19-to-10 victory. They 
beat Lee College 13-to-10. COM defeated Brazosport Col
lege in the championship game 4-to-1. "I feel relieved 

COM art Sludenla (from left)Cynthla-rry, Rhonda 
Gould, Marianne Luther and Kerry Herbert have work 
displayed alUHCL art exhlbttion through Dec. 10. 

winning the tournament because we worked hard," said 
Ryan Jakeway, team captain. 

COM student Helbert Saladanan won third place in the 
men·'s tennis toumamt:nt. Jason Burgess won third in the 
8-ball pool tournament, and Chuong Vu placed second in 
the table tennis tournament. 

"I think sports day went great," said Maryann Urick, 
Recreational Programs and Student Activities coordina
tor. "We had great weatht:·r and wondt:rful volunteers." 

Other colleges competing in the sports day events were 
North and Central Campus S:in Jacinto, Lee, Wharton 
County. North Harris, Alvin Community, Kingwood and 
Brazosport. 

The next GCIC Sports Day will be held spring 2()(X). 

Financial aid process to be 
more efficient in March 

Applying for financial aid at College of the Mainland 
just got easier. 

In 1997 the Department of Education put the Free Ap
plication for Federal Student Aid fonn on its website. Now 
students eligible for more than $1.5 million in federal fi
nancial aid will not have to fill out a long form at their 
college and wait weeks if not months to receive their eli
gibility report. Instead, they are given the option of fill
ing out the fonn online. 

Although this has shortened the time needed to deter
mine eligibility, students still have to print and mail a sig
nature page to the DOE because federal laws require stu-
dents to sign their applications. · 

This," however, has created a new problem. The DOE 
had trouble matching the signature pages with the online 
applications, but now that problem has been solved. Be
ginning·this spring, the DOE will begin issuing PIN num
bers to financial aid applicants. The PIN numbers will 
eliminate the need for a signature page. 

By March, the DOE expects lo add a page to their 
website which will allow studenis to apply for and re
ceive PIN numbers. 

For more information about financial aid visit the DOE 
online at <www.fafsa.org> or COM Financial Aid at 
<www.mainland.cc.tx.us>. 

• 
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Thanksgiving story 
differs from tradition 
ByPATWHEELER 
Staff Repcrter 

Thanksgiving-history or mystery? 
Did the Pilgrims, in their crisply starched white collars 

teally sit down to a Thanksgiving feast with the American 
Indians? I don't think so. The harsh reality for the Pil
grims was severe winters, a hostile environment and lone
liness because they had left everything of comfort behind 
when they set sail for the New World. In 1620 the Pilgrjms 
landed at Plymouth Rock. It wasn't until 300 years latCr, 
1920, that they were elevated in their role as the spiritual 
ancestors of all Americans. 

The Pilgrims were strict Calvinist Protestants who had 
discarded every holiday except those that were justified 
in the New Testament. This eliminated Christmas, Easter 
and Saints' days. The believers only honored the Sunday 
Sabbath and Days of Fasting and Days of Thanksgiving, 
which were Dever scheduled on Sunday so there would 
be no conflict. TI:iese celebrations were observed during 
the weekday church meetings which were held on Thurs
day in Plymouth. In the spring when there was little to Cat 
Day's of Fasting would be observed by a meager meal 
after the church service. 

The Days of Thanksgiving were eagerly anticipated. 
Once the date was announced by the church, or the gov
ernment, the Pilgrims became busy cooking, baking and 
making arrangements with family and friends to unite. 
After Church they all returned home for a large feast. Since 
Christmas had not been generally celebrated until the mid 
19th century this gave them reason to gather before win
ter. 

Customarily the president of the United States still is
sues a proclamation of the Thanksgiving holid3y. 

In 1620, the year the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock, 
only half of the IOl .passengers of the Mayflower survived 
the first winter. But those who survived persevered. By 
the fall of 1621, with the help of Squanto, a Pawtuxet In
dian, they planted corn and barley which produced a great 
harvest. Afterward the governor proclaimed a Day of 
Thanksgiving and invited Massasoit, the chief of the 
Wampanoag tribe, to share their feast. This occassion-was 
never repeated. 

Early illustrations of"Thanksgiving" showed Pilgrims 
dodging a hail of arrows. Only after the western Indian 
wars were over and the '.:,.vanishing Red Man" was van
ishing completely, did the image of the two cultures sit
ting down together become popular. 

In 1777 the first Thanksgiving holiday to be observed 
nationally was proclaimed by the Continental Congress · 
after the battle of Saratoga. 

The last-Thursday-in-November Thanksgiving date was 
declared in 1863 by President Abraham Lincoln. 

The example of the close-knit, religiously inspired 
American family was used by people worried about the 
decline of basic values during the World War I period. 
The Pilgrims bee.a.me useable history for gooerations of 
school children. 

At the tum of the 19th century, the United States was 
seriously concerned about immigration and the problems 
surrounding it. The· image of dissimilar ethnic communi
ties such as the Pilgrims and the Ameri~an Indians co
existing in peace and pi"enty was an irresistable symbol. 

President Franklin Roosevelt changed the observance 
to the fourth-Thursday-in-November as Thanksgiving in 
1941. 

What about the Indians? In 1970, 25 Indians observed a 
day of mourning at Plymouth Rock. They gathered in front -
of the statue of the Indian chief. Massasoit, which over
fooks Plymouth Harbor. They.then buried Plyeiouth Rock 
under pounds of sand and ripped the colors from the rep
lica of the Mayflower which is moored in the harbor. 

Editor's note: Sources for this article were the 
Encylopedia Britannica and <http://www.plimoth.org/li
brary/Thanksgiving/thl.htm>. -
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COM panel last of 
Hispanic ceremonies 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR, 
Assistant Editor 

Parades, conferences and lectures throughout the United 
States were among some of the ceremonies that marked 
National Hispanic Heritage Month Sept. 15-0ct. 15. 

The program, Cesar Chavez and the Farmworkers 
Struggle for Justice, was sponsored by the COM Social 
and Behavioral Sciences Team and the Hispanic Organi
zation for Learning Advancement. 

During the morning presentation, COM history profes
sor, Dr. Manuel Urbina reminisced about his meeting 
Chavez at COM Oct. 14, 1987. 

''Every worker in this room shares the same ideals of 
Cesar Chavez," Dr. Urbina said. "We are all workers, par
ticularly students. Study is hard work. He embraced us as 
workers. Let us share this warmth by sharing bis ideals." 

"May each one of us, whatever part we are performing 
in society, perform it well and may we make a positive 
contribution to the well-being of us all," Dr. Urbina added. 

During the morning presentation COM Board of Trust
ees member Roy Davila, gave his reflections on being a 
Hispanic. "Our leadership for today is our future for to
morrow." He then quoted Mexican revolutionary 
Emiliano Zapata, "Es mejor morir de pie que vivir de 
rodillas" (It is best to die standing than to live on your 
knees). The "Wrath of Grapes Boycott" brought Chavez 
to COM in October 1987. · 

The COM video of Chavez's visit t~ COM captured his 
pleading to the community to support the boycott. "We 
have a terrible tragedy in our country today. America is 
producing more food than ever in the. history of mankind 
... , yet 800,000 men, women and children, some under 
the age of 14, still work in the fields to supplement the 
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Michael Navarro, left, and Jaime Jimenez, look on as Aida Garza tells her story to the audience gathered in the LAC 
Auditorium L-131 during the Biculturism and Acculturation Among Latinos Oct.14. The Panel was the final event 
of the Hispanic Heritage Month which ran from Sept. 15-0ct. 15. (Photo by Elias de la Carda Jr.) 

· family income, yet they oftentimes go to bed hungry." 
"This is why we do this work." Chavez asked the audi

ence to end the injustice of poverty in the midst of plenty. 
COM government professor, Dr. David M. Smith. con

cluded the morning presentation, "We should learn from 
the example of Cesar Chavez that all workers should have 
the right to organize unions, to collectively bargain for 
better wages and better conditions and to engage in col
lective political actio.Q. to change society, to bring about 
freedom and social justice for all." 

To commemorate"El Dia de la Raza" (Day of the 

' . 

People), the Hispanic Organization for Leaming Advance
ment presented the video "Biculturism and Acculturation 
Among Latinos," as part of an evening program on Oct. 
14 in the LRC auditorium. 

A panel consisting of Jaime Jimenez and Sal"vador 
Ghapa of the Texas City School Distriq, Aida Garza di
rector of Deveruex Humanity Education Senior Perspec
tive, Virginia Navarro Vallarta recipient of the Celebrat
ing Your Elders scholarship, Ana Argueta, a COM em
ployee and three COM students shared their stories of 
growing up Latino in an often inlolerant country. 

Fear ofY2K may create its own-problems New \lillennium. New Skills. 

By KAREN ODOM 
Staff Reporter 

The "Y2K Bug," the "Millennium Bug," the "Millen
nium Bomb," the "year 2000 problem" is a pest with many 
names, thought by some the precursor of Armageddon 
and by others a benign problem that, at most, will cause a 
few hiccups in our daily routine. The biggest concern as 
1999 col}les to an end may be the fear of the year 2(X)(), 
instead of any problems connected to the ):'2K bug. 

Some people are stockpiling food, water, ammunition 
and precious metals. Others fearing the total breakdown 
of society are making plans to move to the counJry. These 
people are few in numbers_, but their actions are irresist
ible to the media, 

"It is too compelling a story for audiences that thrive 
on countdowns to the unknown," Federal Reserve Chair
man Alan Greenspan said in a recent speech, quoted in 
the Oct. 16 Houston Chronicle. 

As more and more attention focuses on the Y2K bug, 
many officials, including Greenspan, worry that it will 
cause rising fears in the general population resulting in 

hoarding. 
Carolyn Purcell, executive director of Texas' Depart

ment of Information Resources, said in the Oct. 10 Hous
ton Chronicle, " ... if there's widespread hoarding, the fear 
of scarcity could create a self-fulfilling prophecy." 

And, there are other types of fears. The FBI is warning 

police of the possibility of millennium violence by ex
tremists of all kinds. They may react to problems created 
by the Y2K bug or they may use the millennium as an 
excuse for violent acts to bring about the end of the world 
o~ to further their own individual causes. 

Where did all this come from in the first place? The 
Y2K bug exists because of actions taken by computer pro
grammers in the past. In 1970, the cost of a megabyte of 
RAM was $3,200,000 (Today the cost is $1.). To save 
expensive memory space, programmers designed com
puten to recognize four-digit years as two-digits years. 

Because of this coding system, a compu1er recognizes 99 
ao; 1999, but will not be able to recognize 00 as 2000; it 
may even recognize 00 as 1900. 

There were even some concerns of computers failing 
as soon as Sept. 9, 1999, because t:arly programmers used 
a series of 9s to mean the termination of a program. This, 
it would seem, never happened. However, before you get 
too complacent, the Y2K bug did hit early in Augusta, 
Maine. According to a story_ on CNN.com, Oct. 12, titles -
for "horseless carriages" were issued to people who owned 
2000 year model cars. The computer recognized 00 as 
1900 and issued titles for "antique" cars. 

With all the possibilities of things going wrong, you 
may feel some preparation to be necessary for your peace 
of mind. 'fexas officials are advising people to prepare as 
if they were preparing for a hurricane. 

The government has a Y2K preparedness checklist on 
<www.consumer.gov> offering general :idvice on how 
much food, water, rriedicine, etc. you would need to have. 
It also has a warning about scams; people might try to 
sell you Y2K insurance or Y2K-safe products. 

Financial records should be updated to assure accuracy. 
One suggestion is to get .1 copy of yOur credit report be
fore Dec. 31 and another copy after Jan. 1 to verify that 
there are no error_s. In regards to money, the recommen
dation is to withdraw only as much as you would need for 
a long weekend. The best advice, however, from all fronts 

is to not panic. 

Editors Note: This story was derive<l from the Houston · 
Chronicle: Skeptics scoff at assuranceS, step up prepara- -
tions for Y2K by Allan Turner, Oct. 10; FBI report warns 
police agencies of possible millennium violence, by David 
A Vise and Lorraine Adams (Washington Post), Oct. 31; 
Greenspan looks to 2000, Oct. 16. Latina magazine, Nov. 
1999; "Year in Review 1998" Encyclopoedia Britannica 
Onliii.e; CNN-In Depth Specials-Looking at _the Y2K bug 
(various articles); CNN.com -Y2K snafu identified new 
cars as 'horseless carriages'-Oct. 12. 
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Planning to become a teacher? 

We offer an Interdisciplinary 
Studies Degree with Tel!,cher 

Certification 
and 

94% of our students pass 
the ExCET exam 

Registration begins January 10 
Classes begin January 18 

Call today for an application and program 
information (281) 283-3600 
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Trick or Treat 

lLittle ghosts and goblins once again haunted the halls of College of the Mainland Oct. 29. The annual trick-or-treating has been an event at the Child Develop
ment Lab since the lab's inception in 1985. Some of the first Halloween spooks are now child development students at the lab. "The lab tries to give preference 
to the student's children, but it is also open to the children of COM staff and the community," says Kay Magee, lab program assistant. Some of the children are 
faculties' grandchildren. The lab also accepts children from former COM students and is open for infants through kindergarten age. 
The children clad in costumes ranging from astronaut5 to royal beauties brought srrlilt:s to every comer of the COM campus where staff, students and faculty 
waited with the enticing treats. 
The sunny Friday morning was· made brighter for everyone who witnessed the sights and sounds of children being guided by the lab staff to the different 
departments on campus. 
Later that day, children from the local community also donned costumes and followed the same route that the morning group of goblins and ladybugs had traveled 
through the COM campus. 

Dorothy Garrick in COM Accounting hands out candy to Alison Devries (bug}, Michael Narvaez (spaceman), Briana Stark (turtle), Blane 
Watkins (bug). 

David Pina (tiger), Jose Escobedo (M&M) and Marrah Smith· 
Valverde. 

Tucker Wells (football player) Brianna 
Stark (turtle). 

Princess Miranda Page displays her Dracula tattoo as she readies 
fo_r treats from the COM staff an:I faculty. 

Jose Escobedo (M&M), Alex Rodriguez (Superman}, 
Miranda Sage, Chris Holt, Marrah Smith·Valverde 
and Veronica Hurtado look for treats from above. 

Photography by: 

Text by: 
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Blake Standfield (lion} rides S'lotgun while John Nelson 
(casper) savors candy treats and Makenna Henderson peers 
from the back. 

, 
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COM Advisement Center Credentials Specialist 
caaper with grandbaby Chloe Crouch. Marrah Smith-Valverde gets a handful of treats from COM 

Police OfflCer Vernon Ewell while friends eagerly await 

Alyssa Plasek rlde1 In style with ghoets and goblins galore In the COM Administration BuHdlng • 
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The COM Intramural softball team won first place at the fall Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day held 
Oct. 14 at Frlenilswood Sports Park.- Mixed softball teams from seven Houston area community colleges 
particltpaled. Winning COM playora are (back row) Larry Irons, Ryan Jak...,.y, Matt Klingenberg, Brian Colbert, 
Jason Martin, Chris Barkmann, Adam Flies and Bruce Sander. Front row (from left) Candy Banda, Danielle Ayala, 
Naomi Gdmaldo and Tiffany Garcia. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM "students win big at GCIC Sports Day 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland hasted the fall GuU Coast ln
tercoJlt:giate Conference Sports Day Oct. 14. 

The last time COM hosted sports day was in 1996-. 
The COM softball team won first place in the double 

elimination softball tournament at the Friendswood Sports 
Park. COM lost to Montgomery College 11-to-10 in the 
opening game. Facing elimination, they beat San Jacinto 
Collegf!-Central 10-to-8. COM went on to defeat 
Kingwood College by a decisive 19-to-10 victory. They 
beat Lee College 13-to-10. COM defeated Brazosport Col
lege in the championship game 4-to-1. "I feel relieved 

COM art Sludenla (from left)Cynthla-rry, Rhonda 
Gould, Marianne Luther and Kerry Herbert have work 
displayed alUHCL art exhlbttion through Dec. 10. 

winning the tournament because we worked hard," said 
Ryan Jakeway, team captain. 

COM student Helbert Saladanan won third place in the 
men·'s tennis toumamt:nt. Jason Burgess won third in the 
8-ball pool tournament, and Chuong Vu placed second in 
the table tennis tournament. 

"I think sports day went great," said Maryann Urick, 
Recreational Programs and Student Activities coordina
tor. "We had great weatht:·r and wondt:rful volunteers." 

Other colleges competing in the sports day events were 
North and Central Campus S:in Jacinto, Lee, Wharton 
County. North Harris, Alvin Community, Kingwood and 
Brazosport. 

The next GCIC Sports Day will be held spring 2()(X). 

Financial aid process to be 
more efficient in March 

Applying for financial aid at College of the Mainland 
just got easier. 

In 1997 the Department of Education put the Free Ap
plication for Federal Student Aid fonn on its website. Now 
students eligible for more than $1.5 million in federal fi
nancial aid will not have to fill out a long form at their 
college and wait weeks if not months to receive their eli
gibility report. Instead, they are given the option of fill
ing out the fonn online. 

Although this has shortened the time needed to deter
mine eligibility, students still have to print and mail a sig
nature page to the DOE because federal laws require stu-
dents to sign their applications. · 

This," however, has created a new problem. The DOE 
had trouble matching the signature pages with the online 
applications, but now that problem has been solved. Be
ginning·this spring, the DOE will begin issuing PIN num
bers to financial aid applicants. The PIN numbers will 
eliminate the need for a signature page. 

By March, the DOE expects lo add a page to their 
website which will allow studenis to apply for and re
ceive PIN numbers. 

For more information about financial aid visit the DOE 
online at <www.fafsa.org> or COM Financial Aid at 
<www.mainland.cc.tx.us>. 

• 
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Thanksgiving story 
differs from tradition 
ByPATWHEELER 
Staff Repcrter 

Thanksgiving-history or mystery? 
Did the Pilgrims, in their crisply starched white collars 

teally sit down to a Thanksgiving feast with the American 
Indians? I don't think so. The harsh reality for the Pil
grims was severe winters, a hostile environment and lone
liness because they had left everything of comfort behind 
when they set sail for the New World. In 1620 the Pilgrjms 
landed at Plymouth Rock. It wasn't until 300 years latCr, 
1920, that they were elevated in their role as the spiritual 
ancestors of all Americans. 

The Pilgrims were strict Calvinist Protestants who had 
discarded every holiday except those that were justified 
in the New Testament. This eliminated Christmas, Easter 
and Saints' days. The believers only honored the Sunday 
Sabbath and Days of Fasting and Days of Thanksgiving, 
which were Dever scheduled on Sunday so there would 
be no conflict. TI:iese celebrations were observed during 
the weekday church meetings which were held on Thurs
day in Plymouth. In the spring when there was little to Cat 
Day's of Fasting would be observed by a meager meal 
after the church service. 

The Days of Thanksgiving were eagerly anticipated. 
Once the date was announced by the church, or the gov
ernment, the Pilgrims became busy cooking, baking and 
making arrangements with family and friends to unite. 
After Church they all returned home for a large feast. Since 
Christmas had not been generally celebrated until the mid 
19th century this gave them reason to gather before win
ter. 

Customarily the president of the United States still is
sues a proclamation of the Thanksgiving holid3y. 

In 1620, the year the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock, 
only half of the IOl .passengers of the Mayflower survived 
the first winter. But those who survived persevered. By 
the fall of 1621, with the help of Squanto, a Pawtuxet In
dian, they planted corn and barley which produced a great 
harvest. Afterward the governor proclaimed a Day of 
Thanksgiving and invited Massasoit, the chief of the 
Wampanoag tribe, to share their feast. This occassion-was 
never repeated. 

Early illustrations of"Thanksgiving" showed Pilgrims 
dodging a hail of arrows. Only after the western Indian 
wars were over and the '.:,.vanishing Red Man" was van
ishing completely, did the image of the two cultures sit
ting down together become popular. 

In 1777 the first Thanksgiving holiday to be observed 
nationally was proclaimed by the Continental Congress · 
after the battle of Saratoga. 

The last-Thursday-in-November Thanksgiving date was 
declared in 1863 by President Abraham Lincoln. 

The example of the close-knit, religiously inspired 
American family was used by people worried about the 
decline of basic values during the World War I period. 
The Pilgrims bee.a.me useable history for gooerations of 
school children. 

At the tum of the 19th century, the United States was 
seriously concerned about immigration and the problems 
surrounding it. The· image of dissimilar ethnic communi
ties such as the Pilgrims and the Ameri~an Indians co
existing in peace and pi"enty was an irresistable symbol. 

President Franklin Roosevelt changed the observance 
to the fourth-Thursday-in-November as Thanksgiving in 
1941. 

What about the Indians? In 1970, 25 Indians observed a 
day of mourning at Plymouth Rock. They gathered in front -
of the statue of the Indian chief. Massasoit, which over
fooks Plymouth Harbor. They.then buried Plyeiouth Rock 
under pounds of sand and ripped the colors from the rep
lica of the Mayflower which is moored in the harbor. 

Editor's note: Sources for this article were the 
Encylopedia Britannica and <http://www.plimoth.org/li
brary/Thanksgiving/thl.htm>. -
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COM panel last of 
Hispanic ceremonies 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR, 
Assistant Editor 

Parades, conferences and lectures throughout the United 
States were among some of the ceremonies that marked 
National Hispanic Heritage Month Sept. 15-0ct. 15. 

The program, Cesar Chavez and the Farmworkers 
Struggle for Justice, was sponsored by the COM Social 
and Behavioral Sciences Team and the Hispanic Organi
zation for Learning Advancement. 

During the morning presentation, COM history profes
sor, Dr. Manuel Urbina reminisced about his meeting 
Chavez at COM Oct. 14, 1987. 

''Every worker in this room shares the same ideals of 
Cesar Chavez," Dr. Urbina said. "We are all workers, par
ticularly students. Study is hard work. He embraced us as 
workers. Let us share this warmth by sharing bis ideals." 

"May each one of us, whatever part we are performing 
in society, perform it well and may we make a positive 
contribution to the well-being of us all," Dr. Urbina added. 

During the morning presentation COM Board of Trust
ees member Roy Davila, gave his reflections on being a 
Hispanic. "Our leadership for today is our future for to
morrow." He then quoted Mexican revolutionary 
Emiliano Zapata, "Es mejor morir de pie que vivir de 
rodillas" (It is best to die standing than to live on your 
knees). The "Wrath of Grapes Boycott" brought Chavez 
to COM in October 1987. · 

The COM video of Chavez's visit t~ COM captured his 
pleading to the community to support the boycott. "We 
have a terrible tragedy in our country today. America is 
producing more food than ever in the. history of mankind 
... , yet 800,000 men, women and children, some under 
the age of 14, still work in the fields to supplement the 
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Michael Navarro, left, and Jaime Jimenez, look on as Aida Garza tells her story to the audience gathered in the LAC 
Auditorium L-131 during the Biculturism and Acculturation Among Latinos Oct.14. The Panel was the final event 
of the Hispanic Heritage Month which ran from Sept. 15-0ct. 15. (Photo by Elias de la Carda Jr.) 

· family income, yet they oftentimes go to bed hungry." 
"This is why we do this work." Chavez asked the audi

ence to end the injustice of poverty in the midst of plenty. 
COM government professor, Dr. David M. Smith. con

cluded the morning presentation, "We should learn from 
the example of Cesar Chavez that all workers should have 
the right to organize unions, to collectively bargain for 
better wages and better conditions and to engage in col
lective political actio.Q. to change society, to bring about 
freedom and social justice for all." 

To commemorate"El Dia de la Raza" (Day of the 

' . 

People), the Hispanic Organization for Leaming Advance
ment presented the video "Biculturism and Acculturation 
Among Latinos," as part of an evening program on Oct. 
14 in the LRC auditorium. 

A panel consisting of Jaime Jimenez and Sal"vador 
Ghapa of the Texas City School Distriq, Aida Garza di
rector of Deveruex Humanity Education Senior Perspec
tive, Virginia Navarro Vallarta recipient of the Celebrat
ing Your Elders scholarship, Ana Argueta, a COM em
ployee and three COM students shared their stories of 
growing up Latino in an often inlolerant country. 

Fear ofY2K may create its own-problems New \lillennium. New Skills. 

By KAREN ODOM 
Staff Reporter 

The "Y2K Bug," the "Millennium Bug," the "Millen
nium Bomb," the "year 2000 problem" is a pest with many 
names, thought by some the precursor of Armageddon 
and by others a benign problem that, at most, will cause a 
few hiccups in our daily routine. The biggest concern as 
1999 col}les to an end may be the fear of the year 2(X)(), 
instead of any problems connected to the ):'2K bug. 

Some people are stockpiling food, water, ammunition 
and precious metals. Others fearing the total breakdown 
of society are making plans to move to the counJry. These 
people are few in numbers_, but their actions are irresist
ible to the media, 

"It is too compelling a story for audiences that thrive 
on countdowns to the unknown," Federal Reserve Chair
man Alan Greenspan said in a recent speech, quoted in 
the Oct. 16 Houston Chronicle. 

As more and more attention focuses on the Y2K bug, 
many officials, including Greenspan, worry that it will 
cause rising fears in the general population resulting in 

hoarding. 
Carolyn Purcell, executive director of Texas' Depart

ment of Information Resources, said in the Oct. 10 Hous
ton Chronicle, " ... if there's widespread hoarding, the fear 
of scarcity could create a self-fulfilling prophecy." 

And, there are other types of fears. The FBI is warning 

police of the possibility of millennium violence by ex
tremists of all kinds. They may react to problems created 
by the Y2K bug or they may use the millennium as an 
excuse for violent acts to bring about the end of the world 
o~ to further their own individual causes. 

Where did all this come from in the first place? The 
Y2K bug exists because of actions taken by computer pro
grammers in the past. In 1970, the cost of a megabyte of 
RAM was $3,200,000 (Today the cost is $1.). To save 
expensive memory space, programmers designed com
puten to recognize four-digit years as two-digits years. 

Because of this coding system, a compu1er recognizes 99 
ao; 1999, but will not be able to recognize 00 as 2000; it 
may even recognize 00 as 1900. 

There were even some concerns of computers failing 
as soon as Sept. 9, 1999, because t:arly programmers used 
a series of 9s to mean the termination of a program. This, 
it would seem, never happened. However, before you get 
too complacent, the Y2K bug did hit early in Augusta, 
Maine. According to a story_ on CNN.com, Oct. 12, titles -
for "horseless carriages" were issued to people who owned 
2000 year model cars. The computer recognized 00 as 
1900 and issued titles for "antique" cars. 

With all the possibilities of things going wrong, you 
may feel some preparation to be necessary for your peace 
of mind. 'fexas officials are advising people to prepare as 
if they were preparing for a hurricane. 

The government has a Y2K preparedness checklist on 
<www.consumer.gov> offering general :idvice on how 
much food, water, rriedicine, etc. you would need to have. 
It also has a warning about scams; people might try to 
sell you Y2K insurance or Y2K-safe products. 

Financial records should be updated to assure accuracy. 
One suggestion is to get .1 copy of yOur credit report be
fore Dec. 31 and another copy after Jan. 1 to verify that 
there are no error_s. In regards to money, the recommen
dation is to withdraw only as much as you would need for 
a long weekend. The best advice, however, from all fronts 

is to not panic. 

Editors Note: This story was derive<l from the Houston · 
Chronicle: Skeptics scoff at assuranceS, step up prepara- -
tions for Y2K by Allan Turner, Oct. 10; FBI report warns 
police agencies of possible millennium violence, by David 
A Vise and Lorraine Adams (Washington Post), Oct. 31; 
Greenspan looks to 2000, Oct. 16. Latina magazine, Nov. 
1999; "Year in Review 1998" Encyclopoedia Britannica 
Onliii.e; CNN-In Depth Specials-Looking at _the Y2K bug 
(various articles); CNN.com -Y2K snafu identified new 
cars as 'horseless carriages'-Oct. 12. 
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Planning to become a teacher? 

We offer an Interdisciplinary 
Studies Degree with Tel!,cher 

Certification 
and 

94% of our students pass 
the ExCET exam 

Registration begins January 10 
Classes begin January 18 

Call today for an application and program 
information (281) 283-3600 
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News/Features 

Getz teaches with years of experience in field 
By PAT WHEELER 
Staff Reporter 

It's amazing how many interesting and accomplished 
people you can meet at College of the Mainland, whose 
talent and level of accomplishment is recognized at _the 
highest levels. Many such people walk around with kind 
and gentle eyes and soft unassuming smiles. Murray Getz 
is such a person sharing his 30 years of photography ex
perience with his Continuing Education students at COM. 

Getz was born and raised in Houston, traveled the world, 
aIJ.d worked with celebrities of such renown as Frank 
Sinatra, Phil Harris, Jack Benny and someone we all 
should know-Marvin Zindler. 

At age 13 after developing his first roll of film, he knew 
he was hooked when he saw the images on the photo
graph begin to appeal' in the developing fluid. 

As a teen-ager he chased ambulances and followed po
l ice calls to phOtograph the news. He was a free-lance 
photographer for the Houston Press, Houston Post and 
the Houston Chronicle. He also worked in this capacity 
for CBS, which on one occasion wanted him to cover the 
story of a jailbreak in Richmond, located in southwest 
Houston. Because he wasn't yet an adult, he needed his 
mother's permission. She refused to give it because she 
was afraid he might get hurt. When Gen. Douglas 
McArthur visited Houston the film Getz made was broad
cast on the Douglas Edwards 6 p.m. national news. Getz 
did all of this before he was 20 years old. 

At 22, Getz opened his own studio, where he filmed 
special television productions and commercials. Although 
he was working as an independent producer, the Kamin 
Advertising Agency in Houston used his services exclu
sively. They were the first advertising agency to have a 

live TV department. He also provided live TV commer
cials for wrestling matches. No exact time between com
mercials existed because one match might last a few min
utes and the next only 30 seconds. As a result, broadcast
ing live was quite a challenge. 

Life moved more slowly in the 1940s. When the Sham
rock Hilton Hotel opened in Houston in 1947 many digni
taries were invited: Dorothy Lamour, Al~en Hale, Andy 
Devine, Jack Benny, Phil Harris, Edgar Berger and his 
dummy Charlie McCarthy, Dianna Lynn and Pat O'Brien, 
to mention a few. The most amazing fact was they trav
eled to Houston by train from Hollywood: a three-day 
journey. Getz has a photo album filled with the pictures 
he took while covering this special occasion. 

By the late '40s, Getz had enlarged his studio and was 
doing commercials for national advertising agencies. He 
returned home after accepting an assignment in London 
worrying what his wife's reaction would be to him travel
ing overseas. She responded by saying, "When do we 
leave?" and accompanied him many times. 

The most interesting assignment he accepted dictated 
that he travel to Indonesia for ty.,o weeks. He was hired to, 
take photographs at an American gas production company. 
Although he was with Americans, he was in a foreign 
environment surrounded by jungles with orangutans 
swinging through the trees. 

In 1950, Getz was invited to accompany Dr. Denton 
Cooley into the operating room to photograph a heart bj
pass operation for Texas Monthly magazine. Getz also 
was hired to teach astronauts the fine art of picture taking 
to record their trip into space. 

From all his credits, one would think Getz has dene it 
all. But that isn't everything. While taking photos at the 
Railroad Museum in Galveston, he was asked to partici-

Murray Getz prepares to photograph one of the first 
heart bypass operatk>ns performed by Dr. Denton 
Cooley at the Houaton Medical Center. 

pate in Kenny Rogers' movie Gambler #5 in 1995. He 
played the conductor on the train. 

Since retiring, he volunteers at the Aviation Museum 
in Galveston, has been an InterCOM reporter and pho
tographer and teaches a camera class at COM. 

AIDS expert expounds on dangers associated with HIV 
By DAN SELLERS 

' Staff Reporter 

Andrew McPhaul, past director of the AIDS Coalition 
of Coastal Texas, addressed a group of College of the 
Mainland students, faculty and staff on the characteris
tics and dangers of HIV Oct. 19. 

Aided by two men, ''Tommy" and "Johnny," McPhaul 
enlightened the audience with a forceful presentation on 

Hanamlre, a student of languages. Is the secre
tary of COM Amigos. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda 

' 
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the dangers of AIDS. 
"One out of every 250 Americans is infected with the 

AIDS virus," McPhaul told the audience in the Leaming 
Resources Center Auditorium. He has personal experi
ence with the disease; his son died from an HIV related 
infection. 

"Better public health information is not the problem." 
The problein is getting individuals to act on the facts they 
already have. 

On the other hand "information is still very difficult to 
get into the public schools," McPhaul said. That is a vex
ing obstacle for him since "one in five AIDS cases prob
ably have their origins in children under the age of 18." 

McPhaul noted that 'Galveston County is seventh in 
AIDS cases in Texas. 

For additional information on AIDS write the AIDS 
Coalition of Coastal Texas. 1405 39th St., Galveston. TX 
77550, or call (409) 763-2437. 

Hansmire COM Amigos secretary, world traveler 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland student Lauren Hansmire, the 
daughtf?r of COM math and geology Professor David L. 
Hansmire, has fond memories of family summer vaca
tions to places, such as dinosaur museums and going on 
geological excursions. 

"As a child I enjoyed most of the trips. except for the 
one to some diamond mines in Arkansas," Hansmire re
called. "It was mostly mounds of dirt. They gave us a 
shovel, but I never found any diamonds." 

Some of the family trips included going to Canada, 
Alaska and snorkeling in the Cayman Islands. 

Hansmire spent 11 months as an exchange student in 
Aachen, Germany, near Belgium. "The most exciting part 
of that trip was leaving the United States, entering a new 
world and finding yourself," Hansmire said. "You find 
out more about yourself as a person." While in Germ~ny, 
Hansmire made a trip to the French R.iviera. 

Hansmire is a patient, positive thinker who likes sci
ence alld is intrigued by the wonders of nature. 

With blonde hair and blue eyes, this intelligent young 
woman knows when to use her charms. "I once cried my, 
self out of a ticket," Hansmire said. "l told the otficer 1 
was running late to take my SAT:.he let me go." 

I 

For entertainment she likes all types of movies except 
horror movies, as well as camping, watching the news 
and talking about politics. Hansmire confessed that the 
main reason she is taking Spanish is that while she was 
in Prague, Czechoslovakia, she bragged to someone about 
being able to speak Spanish. Not being able to deliver, 
she found herself in an embarrassing situation. 

Other than traveling, Hansmire also enjoys cooking. 
reading mystery stories and science fiction and is inter
ested in languages. She has not yet decided on a career. 

Hansmire, who was born in Clear Lake ana. now lives 
in Santa Fe, is attending COM under the Mary Ellen Doyle 
scholarship which she received while she was in high 
school. She is secretary of the Spanish club Amigos. 

Rescheduled forum Nov. 18 
According to the Student Activities Board sponsor, 

Maryann Urick. the Student Concerns Forum has been 
rescheduled for Thursday, Nov.18, 12:30.p.m. in the Stu

dent Center. 
Students are encouraged to attend this forum and voice 

any concerns they may have or ask questions related to 
College of the Mainland. 

Both Dean Alex Pratt and Dean Henry Pope plan to 
attend this event. 

• 

The winner& of the Student/Employee 3-on-3 Basketball Tournament held OCl 27 pose after winning the champi
onship game. Team members are COM employees (from left) Galen Hayward, Bryon WIiiiams and Jerry {J.B.) 
Bryant. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Familiar faces return to COM theater 
Conitued from Page 1 ----------
try it again." 

People who regularly attend the Arena Theatre will rec
ognize some familiar faces among the 18 actors who are 
repeat perfonners at COM. 

The roleDf Penny Sycamore is played by Alice Rhoades; 
the role of Paul Sycamore by Willy Devlin; Martin 
Vanderhof(Grandpa) by V.W. Uher; Mr. Kirby by Victor 
Lang; Mrs. Kirby by Phyllis Dorflinger; Alice Sycamore 
by Mist)' Lea Albrecht and the hilarious Boris Kolenkhov 
by Robert Judd. 

New to the Arena Theatre stage (but not to acting) are 
Amy Nicole Olfers playing Essie Carmichael; Daniel 
Decker, former lnterCOM staff photographer playing Ed 
Carmichael and Rick Watson playing Tony Kirby. 

The play opens with a scene in the living room of 
Vanderhof's home in New York City one evening in early 
summer 1938. Some great special effects occur in the play, 

especially when fireworks explode and smoke comes bil• 
lowing out of the basement. 

Craig Seanor (sound design) has been providing sound 
for Arena Theatre productions for more than nine years. 
Kelly Babb (lighting design) begins his 22nd season de
signing for COM. Tom King is the technical director, Tom 
Boone is set designer; Landis Maren York, costume de
signer; Bethany Pheneger-Babb, production stage man
ager; and Rachel Delanoix, lnterCOM. staff member, is 
assistant stage manager .. 

A free preview of the play was presented Wednesday, 
Oct. 27, at 8 p.m. for COM students, faculty, staff and the 
community. 

Performances for You Can't Take It With You will be 
Thursdays through Saturdays al 8 p.m.and Sundays at 2:30 
p.m. 
For reservations or other information call the Arena The
atre box office at (409) 938-1211 or toll free l (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 345_ 

COM, institute offer eight-week ROV course 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

The Institute of Remotely Operated Vehicles in Clear 
Lake Shores along with College of the Mainland offers a 
course to fill the high demand for ROV operators. 

The eight week course provides operational practice and 
instruction on electric, electronic and hydraulic systems 
and ROY piloting. Students_also receive job placement 
assistance and may average $5,800 monthly in wages. 

ROVs are vehicles operated by remote control to sur
vey, service and maintain submarine installations in ar
eas that are either inaccessible or too hazardous for hu
man exploration. 

Booming groups worldwide, such as oceanographic 
exploration, offshore drilling and the U.S. government 
have a high demand for trained ROV operators. 

Recently ROVs received national attention when they 
were used in the search for John F. Kennedy Jr. 's downed 
plane near Martha's Vineyard off the southeast coast of 
Massachusetts. 

More recently they are being used by the National Trans
portation Safety Board and the U.S. Navy in the search 
for the black box of the EgyptAir Flight 990 that went 
down near Massachusetts' island of Nantucket. 

During the course, students will tour the Ocean Star 

' 
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offshore drilling rig and museum located on Pier 20 of 
Galveston Island. 

The Ocean Star is a decommissioned, refurbished 
jack.up offshore drilling rig. This type of rig is used in 
oceanographic oil production and exploration worldwide. 

The institute tour covers all offshore phases including 
scale models of drilling and production, exhibits on drill
ing, geology, marine seismic techniques, well servicing 
and produ~ion. the Ocean Star's control room and vid
eos on ROY operations. 

"ROV institute students come to the Ocean Star for a 
day and get an overview of what it takes to drill a well. 
They go below deck and get to see the mud pumps and 
the diesel power generators," said David Munson, the 
Ocean Star's operations director. 

The ROY Institute is the only place in the western hemi
sphere wher& this course is taugllt. About 20 students par
ticipate per 'session, with the next session beginning on 
Dec. 6. 

Financial aid may be available to qualified students 
interested in the ROV course. 

For more information contact the Institute of Remotely 
Operated Vehicles at (281) 535-3030 or visit their website 
at <www.irov.com> You also can call the COM Workforce 
Development at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 406. 
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Walk-A-Thong raises 
funds for scholarships 
By MATT TASLER 
Staff Reporter 

ColJege of the Mainland hosted an all-club sponsored 
Walk-A-Thong Saturday Oct. 30 at 9 a.m. Donations from 
the event went toward student scholarships. 

The event raised close to $900 and more than 30 people 
were involved in the three-mile walk. Participating teams 
paid a $10 entry fee. Prizes and trophies were awarded to 
the winners. 

The following companies donated gift certificates as 
door prizes for the event: Busy Bee Cafe, Casa Ole, Ho
tel Galvez, Kelley's Country Cookin', Luna's Mexican 
Restaurant, Moody Gardens, O'Brien's Cafe, Outback 
Steak House: Pizza Hut, Rosario's Italian Restaurant, 
Schlotzsky's Deli, The Hanipton Inn, The Hop, The Ol
ive Garden, The Reef Seafood House, Village Pizza and 
Seafood and Walmart. Texas Star Video doriated enough 
free video rentals that all participants received one. Re
freshments for the participants were provided by local 
community businesses. 

The Student Activities Board, COM Amigos, OAAC 
and Students for Christ were the COM clubs that partici
pated in the event. The Admissions Team also entered a 
team. 

Twenty-seven door prizes were given to participants. 
Students for Christ raised the most club money. Dana 
Ortega raised $140.50, which was the highest total for an 
individual. ,Students for Christ also had the most partici
pants in the Walk with 13 adults and two children. 

For mwre information regarding future events call ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll-free°l (888) 258-8859. You may speak 
with Jeanette Slaughter OAAC sponsor at Ext. 422 or 
Tammy Stafford, Students for Christ sponsor at Ext. 417. 

Headed for Medical School? 
Our students are accepted at 

twice the national average 

We offer degrees in the following majors: 
Biological Sciences Chemistry 

Physical Sciences 

Registration begins January JO 
Classes begin January 18 

Call today for an application 
and program information 

(281) 283-2517 

admissions@cLuh.edu 
_ www.cLub.edu/admissions 

• 

• 

University 
ofHouston 
Clear Lake 

• 

.. 

·' 

' 

' 

• 

• 

' 

·' 

r 

', 



i 

• 

. I' . i 
·-- . 

,' 

Pap 10, NoY-..... 1"9, -.COM 

Campus Life 

Members of the OAAC gather with their trophy after placing second in the La Marque Fair on the Square Parade 
float contest. Members are (back, from left)Tasbiba Bryant, secretary; Shalis Gordon; Chevon Mahoney, trea
surer; Alicia Lemons Kym Nolley, vice president; Tammie Letroise, vice treasurer; (front from left) Dana Ortiz, 
Labia Wanda, and Schon Brooks, president. (Photo by Jeanette Slaughter) 

OAAC plans fund-raiser, multi-college tour 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

The Organization of African American Culture of Col
lege of the Mainland is "dedicated to promotingAfrican
American culture through education, information and rec
ognition that exceeds awareness beyond the campus and 
community," said Jeanette Slaughter, OAAC sponsor. 

The club's new sponsor is a familiar face at COM. 
Slaughter, who became sponsor this fall replacing An
thony Hawkins, was a full-time police officer at COM 
from September 1988 to September 1997. She currently 
is a part-time officer and also works the front desk in the 
Gym. 

The OAAC will hold a barbecue dinner sale sponsored 
by Grand Prize Barbeque Nov. 12. OAAC members will 
be out on campus and in the community with barbecue 
dinner order forms. The dinne,r will consist of a chipped 
beef sandwich and side orders. On Nov. 20, the OAAC 
will participate in the campus rummage sale in the cam
pus Parking Lot A. They also will participate in a food 
drive at local grocery stores. 

In March the OAAC will participate in the Black Heri
tage College Tour from March 13-17. The tour, available 
to COM students and staff, will be $279 per person. This 
cost includes round-trip charter bus, hotel accommoda
tions and taxes and tours. Deadline for registration is Jan. 
24 in the Gym. 

Tour members will visit sites, such as Southern Uni
versity in Baton Rouge, La; Alabama State University in 
Montgomery, Ala.; Spelman University in Atlanta, Ga.; 

Clark University in Atlanta, Ga.'; Jackso0n State Univer
sity in Jackson, Miss.; Dillard University in New Orleans, 
La.; Tuskegee University in Tuskegee, Ala.; Morehouse 
University in Atlanta, Ga.; Morris Brown University in 
Atlanta, Ga.; and Grambling State University in 
Grambling, La. ' 

The tour also will visit historical sites such as The ~ 
Center and Gravesite in Atlanta, the Birmingham Civil 
Rights Museum and Ebenezer Church. 

The OAAC began their year by offeringsnowcones and 
face painting at the Fall Welcome.Kickoft/Club Day. They 
ended September participating in the La Marque Fair on 
the Square parade. The club placed second in the float 
contest. 

In October the OAAC held a car wash in Texas City 
that.raised more than $200. oil Oct. 22 t~e club along 
with the local chapter of the NAACP held a fund-raiser 
dance in the COM Student Center. The OAAC also par
ticipated in the La Marque Independent School District 
Homecoming parade Oc.1. 28 and held a La Marque Home
coming dance fund-raiser. The organization, along with 
Students for Christ hosted a three-mile Walk-A-Thong 
fund-raiser around Lake Eckert to raise money for club 
member scholarships and club activities. · 

The OAAC was first established in 1978 as the Black 
Women's Association. In 1984, the BWA became the 
Black Student Union, which in 1989 became the OAAC. 

For more infonnalion about joining the OAAC, the or
dering barbecue dinner or attending the college tour, con
tact Slaughter at (409) 938- 12 ll, or toll free 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 422. 

Former COM students win UHCL scholarships 
Fifty-three area community college students are among 

those receiving University of Houston scholarships for 
the 1999-2000 year. 

Award recipients from College of the Mainland are 
Clairese Carlson and Susan Root. Achievement Scholar
ship; Heather Ostendorf, Cullen Leadership Award Schol
arship; Arturo Leyva. Katherine Rodriquez and Jennifer 
Walker, Goalstette~ Scholarship; Misty Wilcken, Phi Theta 
Kappa Award Scholarship; and Serna Beavers, Joyceen 
Collins, Mark Hinchee, Rose Jenkins and Ima Thome, 
Stellar ~holar Scholarship. 

The Achievement Awar; Scholarship is given to stu
dents who demonstrate overcoming obstacles in life. The 

• 

Gavel LcadershipAward, Cullen Leadership Award Schol
arship and the Phi Theta Kappa Award Scholarship are 
given to students who demonstr.ite leadership service. The 
Goalsetter Award and the Stellar Scholar Scholarships are 
given to students who demonstrate academic ability. 

Aw.irds also were given to students at the following 
colleges: Alvin Community, Galveston, Houston Com
munity, Lee Community, San Jacinto Central, San Jacinto 
South, San Jacinto North, and Wharton County Junior. 
The fall 2000 scholarship deadline is June 1. For more 
infonnation, call Vicki Kirk in the University of Houston 
Clear-Lake Office of Enrollment Services at (281) 283-' 
2515 . 
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Pronunciation guide 
to Spanish phrases 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assist.ant Editor 

According to the preface in the Spanish/English Larouse 
Dictionary, more than 300 million people in some 20 coun
tries on both side~ of the Atlantic speak Spanish. Span
ish, along with English, is one of the two most widely 
used languages worldwide. 

The Spanish alphabet is made up of the following 29 
letters: The first row is the letter, the second row is the 
name of the letter. 

ab cchdefgh 
ah heh ceh cheh deb eb effeh heh ahChe ee 

j k II 
hotah kah ehlleh ehyehp 

m 
ehmmeh 

n 
ehnne 

fl 0 

ehnye oh 
p q 

peh koo 
r rr s u 

ehreh ehrreh ehseh teh oo 

X y Z V 

ooveh ehkiss egreeagah zetah 

Note: These are the names of letters not how they ar,e 
pronounced in words. 

Every letter is pronounced in Spanish except for the 
silent "h" as in hacha (ahcha) {ax}, and the "u" in the 
groups qu (k), gue (ge), qui (ki) as in guerra (gerrah) 
{war}; unless it bears the diaresis; giiera (gwera) 
{blondie}. 

The following are common Spanish phrases along with 
pronunciation guide: 
Buenos dias (Booehnos deeahs)- Good morning 
Buendia (booehn deeah) - Good day. 
Como estas? (Komo ehstass)- How are you? 
Que till (keh tahl) - casual fonn Qf how are you 
Bien gracias (Biehn grahcias) - Fine, thank.you. 
Buenas noches (Booehnahs Dohches) - Good night/Good 
evening used at arriving as well as at departure. 

COM commemorates 
Chavez' fight for laborers 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland became a part of U.S. history 
on Oct. 14, 1987, when COM President LarryStanley. 
introduced Cesar Chavez in the Leaming-Resources CCn
ter Auditorium. 

Eighteen years prior to this historical visit, the cover 
on Time magazine bore the words "The Wrath of Grapes-
Mexican-Americans on the march," and a portrait of Cesar 
Chavez gave national reco.gnition to this ordinary man 
with an extraordinary commitment to "la Causa" (the 
Cause), a life-long fight for the labor and human rights of 
farm workers in the United States. 

Cesar Estrada Chavez, or Cesar, as he was affection
ately known by those who knew him. was born March 
31, 1927, in Arizona's Gila Valley. His grandfather, 
Cesario Chavez, and bis grandmother, Dorotea, both from 
Chihuahua, Mexico, bought a fann in the Arizona desert. 

Cesar's parents, Librada and Juana Chavez cultivated 
the farm after the rest of the family including Cesar's 
grandparents moved away. They also owned a store, a 
garage and a pool hall. 

Juana inspired Cesar's ~elief in nonviolence. She in 
structed with "dichos" (proverbs). "It is best to turn the 
other cheek," she would say. "God gave you senses, like 

See Union Page 11 
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SAB blood drive beats 
prior years' donations 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland students. staff, faCulty and com
munity members from as far away as Pasadena responded 
generously to firefighter Craig Peterson's need for blood. 
Peterson was hospitalized with injuries he suffered dur
ing the accident which claimed the life of Texas City Fire 
Chief William Bethune the morning of Oct. 5. 

"l decided to give blood because I heard about the 
firefighter (Peterson)," said Robert Cook, a Dickinson resi
dent. "If I needed it, I would want someone to give," he 
said as blood was being drawn from his arm by a ma
chine next to his recliner. 
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The Student Center bustled with volunteers, phleboto
mists and people waiting to give the "gift of life." A sense 
of urgency was in the air. Yet, blood donors didn't seem 
to mind waiting in long lines to fill out personal infonna
tion and medical history forms, and to move from one 
station to another until they found themselves on a 
stretcher or in a recliner with a hypodermic needle in one 
ann and a line leading to a machine collecting their blood. 

Robert Cook, a Dickinson resident, donates blood Oct. 6 at the SAB sponsored blood drive. A total of 341 unite 
of blood were collected this year. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

According to Maryann Urick, coordinator for the fall 
semester blood drive and Student Activities Board adviser, 
the day before the accident the blood drive attracted only 
67 people, and 16 of those were not allowed to donate 
blood for various reasons. On Oct. 6, however. 334 do-

· nors converged at the Student Center. Of those donors, 
44 were not able to give blood. "lt is wonderful to know 
that people will come to the aid of someone in need," 
Urick said. 

Reasons for not being allowed to dona1e blood include 
having tattoos or body piercing done within the last year. 

Other reasons include being on certain m·edications or be
ing anemic. 

The Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center in Houston, 
which provided the medical personnel and equipment for 
the blood drive, collected 341 units. Last year's fall blood 
drive netted 54 units. The SAB sponsored the event 

Veterans Day, reminder of priceless 'gift of freedo~' 
By JOYCE CAULEY 
Staff Reporter 

Veterans Day is a holiday observed annually in the 
United States to honor all those, ljving and dea9, who 
served with the U.S. armed forces in wartime. It is cel
ebrated on Nov. 11, the anniversary of the end of World 
War I (1914-1918). 

In 1919, President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed Nov. 
11 as Armistice Day to remind Americans of the trag
edies of war. A 1938 law made the day a federal holiday 
and in 1954, Congress changed the holiday's name to 
Veterans Day to honor all U.S. veterans. 

Who are the veterans? In everyday life a veteran doesn't 
wear a badge or medal except in parades; therefore, it's 
impossible to identify them. They are ordinary human be
ings who offered some of their best years to serve their 
country so that Americans could live· in freedom. A vet· 

eran could be any one of your fellow students at College 
of the Mainland or even a professor or staff member. 

Of the 3,204 COM students enrolled this fall, Lori Boyd 
who handles Veterans Affairs in the Student Financial Aid 
Office confirmed that 125 students are veterans. The only 
method of identifying students as veterans is through the 
government's financial benefits records; therefore, if a 
student does not receive financial benefits, the college 
has no record of a student's veteran status. This is unfor
tunate. It's possible th.it many more COM students are 
veterans, but they remain unknown due to the absence of 
statistics. 

Alice Whistler of Human Resources confirmed that 17 
COM employees also are veterans. 

Scars or a missing limb may be obvious signs of a 
veteran's service to his country while others have invis
ible proof hiding inside their bodies: a piece of shrapnel, 
a metal pin or post traumatic stress syndrome. 
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No, the gift of freedom is definitely not free. Many fami~ 
lies paid an enormous price for the freedoms that Ameri
cans enjoy today and the price was the loss of their loved 
ones' lives. 

The Veterans Day celebrations. in the United States in
clude parades and speeches. Special services are held at 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Arlington National 
Cemetery in Arlington, Va. The Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier represents the thousands of soldiers who remain 
"missing in action" or are "prisoners of war."The uhknown 
soldier, a casualty of the Vietnam War, buried at the tomb 
in 1984, was identified June 30, 1998. The remains were 
removed from the tomb and underwent a fonn of DNA 
testing not available until 1995. Defense Secretary Will
iam Cohen then announced that the remains had been iden
tified as those of Air Force Lt. Michael Blassie of St. Louis. 
The remains were returned to his family for burial. · 

The U.S. vetei;.an population as of July 1998 is estimated 
at approximately 25,188,(K)(), according to statistics from 
the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs. 

Editor's note: Sources of information <http:// 
WMtw.worldbookonline.com> aruJ The World Almanac and 
Book of Facts 1m. 

October corrections 
The Sports Day qualifying tennis tournament par

ticipants were identified in the wrong order in the 
October lnterCOM. The correct order of participants 

·· (froni left) is Mark McCoy, Kenneth Wyatt, Trav!s 
Marion, Helbert Salandanan, Brian Berg and Mark 
Adams (see Page 6 ). 

Another mistake was the mislabeling of HOLA 
and COM Amigos members as well as the omis· 
sion of one Amigos member's name on Page S. The 
correct order (from left) is Olda Perez, Hola mem
ber; Lauren Hansmire, Amigos secretary; Adrian 
Flores, Amigos vice president; Mauricette Ruiz, 
Amigos president~ Luke Papini, Amigos treasurer; 
Beth Perez, Amigos member; AJice Whistler, Rafael 
Naranjo and Robert Rodriguez, Hola members. 

InterCOM apologizes for any inconvenience. 
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Editorials/News 

Winners of the Student Activities Soanl-aponaored Halloween Party Pie Eating Contest held Oct. 28 during 
the 12:30-1 :30 p.m. College Hour are (standing from left) Kelly Burks, Kathy Pollard, Kristin Holt, Ranelsha 
Mickens, Julie VIiiasenor (sitting from left}, Akeem Richmond, Ebony Alrldge and Luke Cllfford. Burks and 
Pollard won first place; Holt and Richmond HCOnd; and Mlckena and Alrldge tied for third with VIiiasenor 
and Clifford. Partners aat with their hands tied behind their backs while thalr blindfolded partners fsd thBm 
pie. A karaoke singing contest also was held at the Halloween Party. Contest winners (not pictured) were 
Connie Bardwell, first place, Courtney August, sscond place, and Sherita Perez, third place. Winners of the 
Pie Eating Contast and kareoke singing contest...,, awarded a $10 prize. D.J. Darryl Santell provided the 
music for the karaoke contest. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Impeachment an often misunderstood process 
By JOYCE CAULEY 

Slaff ~•e<!rter 

The lnterCOM staff has received cmpments concern
ing the People Speak Out column in the October issue. 
The comments reveal that the word '"impeachment'' is 
misunderstood by some people. 

The first paragraph of the column stated, "Accusations 
of illegal drug use and various other crimes committed 
by politicians have been rampant since the investigation 
and impeachment of President Clinton." 

The definition of the word impeach, according 10 the 
Webster's New World Dictionary, is to bring (a public of
ficial) before a proper tribunal on charges of wrongdo-
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ing. Impeachment is the trying of a public Official before 
a competent tribuoal (or coun of justice)~ 

PRliident Clinton was impeached (accused of wrong· 
doing) but was not convicted. This is where the confusion 
lies. To impeach a public official does not mean to re· 
move him from office, it means simply to accuse him of 
wrongdoing. The trial determines whether there is enough 
evidence to convict the person. If insufficient evidence is 
found, he is acquitted. Removal from office only occurs 
if the person is convicted. 

In the history of the United States only two presidents 
have been impeached: President Andrew Johnson and 
President Clinton. President Johnson's impeachment took 
place 131 years before President Clinton's. 

Andrew Johnson was the first U.S. president to be im~ 
peached. On Feb. 24, 1868, the House of Representatives 
voted 126 to 47 to impeach President Johnson for remov
ing Edwin M. Stanton, secretary of war, from office with· 
out notifying the Senate. President Johnson was acquitted 
by a difference of one vote. 

PresidenJ Richard M. Nixon resi&ned on Aug. 9, 1974, 
before the articles of impeachment recommended against 
him by the House Judiciary Committee relating to the 
Watergate scandal could be voted on. 

The articles would have charged.himwith obstruction 
of justice, abus'e of power and contempt of Congress. Presi
dent Nixon is the only U.S. president to resign from of. 
fice. 

After almost a year of investigation, the House Judi
ciary Committee approved three articles of impeachment 
alleging that President Clinton had committed perjury and 
obstructed justice in the Monica Lewinsky matter. 

On Dec. 12 the comittee approved a founh and final 
, anicle against the president accusing him of making false 

statements in his answers to written questions from Con· 
gress. The president's Senate trial began Thursday, Jan. 7 
and ended with his aquittal on Friday Feb. 12. The Senate 
voted 5545 to reject the charge and split the perjury charge 
50-50 on the obstruction of justice allegation. 

.. 

Removing President Clinton froni office would have 
required .i two-thirds vote or 67 vOtes. 

Editor's note: Sources for this ar1icle were World Book 
Online, <http://ww.v.worldbookonline .. com>1 and Im
peachment, <http://www.impeachmem.c0m> 
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Editor's warning: 
Drive defensively 

Michael 
Navarro 

This summer I was one of the many drivers involved 
in an automobile altercation. · Fortunately, it was minor 
with speeds not. exceeding 5 mph. 

• 

I was.pulling into a parking_lot at a local store when I 
saw a white Chevy Lumina backing up from the parking 
spot in front of me. I immediately shifted my car to the 
parking position and honked my horn three times. The 
driver, however, did not hear me and struck my left 
parking light, shattering the lens. Immediately I got out 
of my car and started walking to the other car with steam 
coming out of my ears. Seeing that the other driver was 
an elderly woman, I calmed down. But once I spoke to 
her, my anger returned. · 

She claimed she never heard or saw me. The fact that 
she had pulled in backward, not even aligned with the 
lines, was one .of the reasons she didn't see me. We 
exchanged information and I decided that I would be 
nice and handle the situation between ourselves without 
the police. 

After we had exchanged information, the woman went 
into the store and I reread her information. When I 
noticed she had failed to give me the phone number for 
her insurance company, I went into the store, found her 
and asked for the number. 

"Just call information; they are off290," she said. 
Back in my car, I called infonnation to get the 

woman's insurance company. I talked to an agent and 
thought everything was settled. Boy, was I wrong. 

It took more than two weeks before the agent called 
me and that was only to tell me the insurance company 
needed to talk to their client. 

Abotit a month after tite accident, the agent finally 
called to tell me that the driver who hii me Was not held 
liable because she told them I hit her. Not only did she 
lie about my hitting her car, she also lied to her agent 
about having a witness. Because I had no witness, there 
wasn't much I could do. Since I did not call the police 
and was in a parking lot which is deemed private 
property (you C3.nnot receive a ticket in one according to 
Texas law), the woman was free of any penalties, and I 
was stuck without a parking light. 

Sol ask, what requirements must older drivers fulfill? 
At which age should they be required to retake the 
driving test. 

Beyond that, what does the state require of new 
drivers? Teenagers are no longer required to take the 
driving exam at the Department of Public Se1Vices as 
long as their driving school tenned them satisfactory 
drivers. As a result, many poorly trained drivers receive 
their licenses. Based on my experience, driver education 
teachers are lenient. They don't always test on every 
required aspect 9f driving. DPS testers, on the other 
hand, must administer a thorough test. · 

I have a friend, Leroy, who bas to be the worst driver 
evet. He bas knocked down a pole at a gas station, 
pulled out in front of cars causing an accident and has 
turned into parking lots from traffic lanes instead of a 
turning lane without any regard for traffic. He has taken 
the defensive driving class so many times he has the ex.it 
exam memorized. Fortunately, for me and everyone else 
who rides with him, his driving has improved somewhat 
after three years, three tickets, three paint jobs, two 
poles and a damaged car. But it's OK because his driver 
education school and the DPS have ruled him a compe
tent driver. So ask yourself, how many more Leroys are 
out there driving on thC: same highway as you? 

.. 
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Union leader Chavez 
rallies farm workers 
Continued from Page 10 --------
your eyes.and mind, so that you can get out of anything." 
This quote is from the book, The Fight in the Fields, by 
Susan Ferris and Ricardo Sandoval. 

The stock market crash of 1929 took its toll on the 
Chavez family. By 1932, many of their customers bad 
become destitute, so the Chavezes gave generously on 
credit to those less fortunate. Finally, unable to pay their 
own bills, the Chavezcs were forced to sell their busi
nesses. 

The 1933 drought, which created the Oklahoma Dust 
Bowl also devastated the Chavez farm• in Arizona. Like 
the ''Okies," as author John Steinbeck called them, and 
thousands of other Americans displaced by the Great De
pression, the Chavezes were forced off their land to be

come migrant workers in the California fields. 
Traversing the state with his family in search of crops, 

Cesar was enrolled in 36 different schools. He was forced 
to quit just afte~ struggling lo finish eighth grade so that 
he could work full time. Later when he organized the 
union, he persuaded young strike'rs to seek higher educa
tion, telling them that they could help la Causa better if 
they had a degree. 

Cesar, his wife Helen and activist Dolores Huerta, went 
to Delano, Calif, in 1962 to organize "el Movimiento" 
(the Movement) which he called the National Fann Work
ers Association. 

In September 1965, Filipino grape workers started the 
Delano grape strike and were joined by Mexicans and 
Chicanos (Mexican Americans) under Cesar's leadership. 
This was the genesis of the "Wrath of Grapes Boycott." 

In March 1966, Cesar led a 300-mile march from Delano 
to Sacramento, Calif. to inspire farm workers to push the 
strike beyond the Delano boundries and to demand that 
Gov. Edmund Brown call a special session of the Legis
lature to enact a collective bargaining law for Cali,fomia. 
The march made national news, attracted thousands more 
supporters and resulted in a contract with a major grape 
grower. Cesar finished the march limping with blistered 
feet. 

Victories were sweet but not without a cost. Opponents 
to la Causa attacked picketers and overzealous police ar
rested and battered UFW members at the picket lines. The 
opposition went to any extreme to deter the union from 
becoming organized, even killing the picketers. Cesar was 
resolute to abide by his philosophy of nonviolence which 
was influenced by Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. Manin Luther 
King Jr. 

Cesar was jailed many times for his involvement in La 
Causa, including a time on the 13th day of fasting to make 
the union commit to nonviolence. l'wo weeks later Cesar 
ended the fast because the message had gotten across to 
the union members. 

Cesar engaged in another fast in 1971 to protest Ari
zona passing a law that outlawed boycotts and harvest 
strikes. Just before this fast, Cesar met with supporters, 
who doubted that the UFW would prevail against farmers 
in that conservative state. His supporters told him "no se 
puede, nose puede" (it can't be done, it can't be done), 
he responded "si se puede" (it can be done). 

Cesar's concern with health problems among fann 
workers believed to be caused by pesticides used in the 
fields led him to spearhead a grape boycott in the 1980s. 

Half a century after the Chavezes were forced off their 
land to begin their perilous migrant journey, Cesar died 
at 69 of natural causes the evening of April 22, 1993. 

The man who was known as "the father of all 
Chicanos.".the man whom Robert Kennedy called, "one 
of the heroic figures of our time," was buried in a· plain 
unvarnished coffin. Ethel Kennedy comforted Cesar's wife 
Helen during the funeral. 

President Clinton posthumously awarded the Presiden· 
tial Medal of Freedom to Cesar Chavez on Aug. 8, 1994. 

The Texas Legislature passed bill HB 316, which be
came effective Sept. 1, making March 31, Cesar Chavez 
Day, a state holiday. 

Ceasar Chavez's leg3.cy to all American' js the belief 
that si se puede. 

• 

• 

laterCOM, Not ¼ 19ft, ,_ 11 

Firefighters learn valuable techniques 

COM Fire Protection Technology students prepare for hands-on training to reinforce their cla11room In
struction at the Fire Fighters Academy. They practice techniques to hoist equipment to the upper storln of 
the LAC buikllng. Some students on the ground check their equipment whlle others take advantage of a 
welcome break. The program prepares graduates to go Into a variety of occupational opportunhlea, such as 
fire Insurance lnepector, municipal fire Inspector, safety technician, flre;et>artment offlc•, training lnstn.ic-
tor, state and federal civil service pos~lone. Upon completion of the Buie Are fighter Academy course, 
gredustH wtll bo ellglbie to be evaluatad by the Texaa Commlulon""' An, P~.(Photo by EJlao de la 
Cerda Jr.) • 

Illegal parkers warned 
Continued from Page 1 ---------
be bandied at the college or it can be issued with the Jus· 
tice of the Peace," said Officer Dendy, Police Team leader. 
However, there is quite a difference in cost. 

For instance, a college citation could cost as little as 
$10, but if it were filed with the Justice of the Pel~e. the 
cost could be as much as $200 for the s1me offense. This 
should be of concern to individuals who have received 
more than one citation and haven't cleared them with the 
COM police. 

One of the most common (.-Omplaints the Police Team 
receives is the illegal parking in handicapped parking 
spaces. Be advised, the handicap placard is issued to the 
handicapped individual, not to the vehicle . 

If the qualified person is not in the car at the time, the 
vehicle cannot be legally parked in a handicapped space," 

·Officer Dendy said. If the vehicle is illegally parked, the 
handicapped sticker could be revoked. Reissuing the sticker 
could be a lengthy process, and inconvienence to the handi~ 
capped person. 

Also of concern is that cigarette butts have been found 
on the campus, especially around Lake Eckert. This is a 
posted tobacco free campus. "No chewing, or dipping is 
allowed,"offiCC:r Dendy emphasized. Smoking is allowed 
in private vehicles only. COM also has a law prohibiting 
littering. 

Annual Turkey Trot Nov. 12 
The 23rd Annual Turkey Trot Fun Run/Walk is set for 

Saturday, Nov. JO, 8 a.m. at College of the Mainland. 
Participants must sign up by 10 p.m., Friday, Nov. 12. 

Individuals may enter one of the 1/4·, l·, 3- or 6-mile 
event. Awards will be given to the first and second place 
male and female contestants in the l·, 3. and 6-rrtile 
event.and to the first place winner in each age division. 

The divisions are as follows: 14 years and younger, 15-
19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59, and 60 and older. 

For more information, call (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 422 or come by the front desk of the Gym . 
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Prepare for a career in health 
promotion/wellness and exercise 

direction with a B.S. in 
Fitness and Human Performance 

Make plans forSpring 2000 now -
Registration begins January 10 

Classes begin January 18 

Call today for an application 
and program information 

(281) 283-2517 
• University 

of Houston 
Clear Lake 

admbsion!@cl.uh.edu 
www.cl.uh.edu/admiaions 
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Page 12, November 1999, I11terCOM 

What's Happening 

The lnterCOM staff busily works on the November issue. Assistant Editor Elias de la Cerda Jr. (on left) conducts a 
phone interview while Mateo Soto, Joyce Cauley, Karen Odom, Pat Wheektr and Matt Tasler edit the copy and 
Professor Astrid H. Lowery assists Managing Editor Michael Navarro with pagination. (Photo by Murray Getz) 

All welcome in beginning journalism 
By KAREN ODOM 
Staff Reporter 

"What, you mean we have to write?" is a common ques
tion expressed by the students in the beginning journal
ism course, COMM 2311. 

On the first day you have this uncertain feeling that 
maybe you stumbled into the wrong class. This cannot be 
for absolute beginners. In a bit of a daze, you pick which 
stories to write and from that moment on you are work
ing for the lnterCOM paper as a staff member. 

"I learned far more doing it (journafo,m) commercially 
than I did going to classes. And when I first came here, I 
wanted to make sure that the students had as good an edu
cation as my experience on the newspaper had given me," 
explains journalism Professor Astrid H. Lowery, who as 
a member-of the Humanities Team also teaches an En
glish course each long semester. 

"I set out with the journalism class to make it a com
munity of us being all at the same level-a team-and I 
go by my first name," Lowery continues. "All the deci
sions are pretty much team-based decisions." 

From Day l it is more like having a job on an actual 
newspaper. However, with this job there are course lec
tures "which facilitate your being able to write," says 
Lowery, who has been teaching at College of the Main
land since Au.gust 1986. 

Other than editor and assistant editor, there are no spe
cialized jobs. Everyone gets a chance to try everything 
involved in putting a newspaper together, from writing 
individual stories to editing stories to the complete pro
duction of the paper. 

"It really teaches you how to work together as a team," 
Lowery says. She points out that as production begins it 
is not just your own story but the paper itself that- be
comes the end product. Everybody works with the same 
objective: to make the paper a good one. Seeing the paper 

completed, holding the final product in youi- hand, know
ing that you worked on it from the beginning is an excit
ing feeling. 

The lnterCOM paper has won 31 awards from the Texas 
Intercollegiate Press Association. Since senior and four
year colleges also compete, the lnterCOM has at differ
ent times been up against schools such as Southern Meth
odist University in Dallas. This last December the paper 
won nine awards, .the highest number ever. 

"What I am most proud of," Lowery says, "is the fact 
that ea_ch succeeding newspaper is a belier newspaper than 
the one before ... (and) all the innovations for making the 
paper better have come from the st udems." 

She ah;o is proud of her many students who have gone 
on to work on newspapers and in public relations. Michael 
Murphy, one of bet first students, has been working as a 
Hoµston Chronicle sports reporter for many years. Many 
of her former students have worked or are currently work
ing for the Texas City Sun, including Molly Lynch, Dale 
Dimitri, Rick Gilliam and Rodney Conley. Conley has 
also worked for the Conroe Courier and the Huntsville 
Item. Fonner student Eric Slocumb works in public rela
tions at Houston Industries. 

Lowery stresses that one of the importantqualities of a 
good journalist is integrity. She looks to her students to 
deliver what they promise, lo research their facts thor
oughly; and, if it is a matter of two sides, that the student 
asks both sides. 

"l do like for us to laugh a lot," Lowery says. "l would 
hope that whatever I do, would make this enjoyable, be
cause it is hard work. But I want people to have fun." 

This is an excellent opportunity to learn and get real 
work experience on a newspaper. Being a journalist opens 
doors because you come into contact with people you 
might otherwise never meet. You have the right to ask. 
them questions ilnd to discover what is behind their ev
eryday stories. 

Bethune memorial barbecue set for Nov.14 
The.Texas City Fire Department wil! ,hold a fund-rais

ing barbecue in honor of Chief William Malcom Bethune 
and firefighter Craig Peterson, Sunday, Nov. 14, at 11:30 
a.m. at the Nessler Center, 1500 5th., Ave. N., Texas City. 
Dinners may be purchased for $6 per plate. 

Bethune was killed in the line of duty on Oct. 5, re
sponding to an emergency call. Peterson, who was inju-

• red in the same accident, has been transferred from the 

.. 

University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston to the 
Texas Institute of Rehabilitat-ion in Houston. 

Proceeds from the dinner will be used to establish an 
educational endowment fund at College of the Mainland 
in honor of Bethune. and to defray medical costs for 
Peterson. 

For more information contact the Fire Administrati~n, 
1725 25th. St., North, Texas City, or call (409) 643-5700. 

People Speak Out 
By KAREN ODOM, Staff Reporter 
Photos by ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 

The social c1imate in the 1990s is such that people 
across the nation are concerned with the possibil
ity of mass shootings, such as the most recent ones 
in Seattle and Hawaii as well as the Columbine 
High School massacre. 

The fear that sqmething this horrifying could hap
pen at COM or in our community led InterCOM to 
ask: What do you think could be done to prevel!I 
mass shootings? 

l'n>i!l<nt UUTY Stanley: 
It's a combination of 
things: better cduration in 
early childhood, better 
home environment, reslric-, 
tions on the use of fireanm; 
and restrictions on what 
kind of arms can be manu
factured and sold to the 
public. It will take a com
bination of all those. 

Cathy Sammn: 
Onething. limit a= that 
children have to guns. 
Teen-ager.,; might not act 
on their feelings if they 
didn't have aa:ess to guns. 

Cllarles de tzDoisblanc: 
No easy answer. In our · 
free society sick people 
will always find a means 
to harm others. 

Robert 2.epeda: 
Keep trying to limit the 
guns oot there. 

' 

Kay Winwood: 
Some form of gun con
trol. Some sort of mea
sure to how many guns 
are out there. Parents need 
to know more of what 
theirkidsaredoing. lhave 
five. Make the attempt to 

know what is going on 
with them. 

Kathryn Klepak: 
Gun control efforts. There 
has to be some kind of rais
ing of public awareness. 
Oiiklren need to be com
municated with. 

Mandie Tosta: 
Mandatory that you have 
to go through psychiatric 
evaluation when you get 
your driver's license. 

Karen Dutt: 
Put ametaldetectorat ev
ery building entrance. 

' 

-~ 

Impeachment defined 
SeePage2 

Comedy showcases 
love, taxes, in-laws 
By JOYCE CAULEY 
Staff Reporter 

Once again a cast of talented actors, under the direc
tion of Mark Adams, have created a must-see comedy pro
duction. 

You Can't Take It With You opened at the College of the 
Mainland Arena Theatre Thursday, Oct. 28, 8 p.m. and 
will close Sunday, Nov. 2 I. 

Billed as one of Am. erica 's best-loved comedies, the play 
936 by George S. Kaufman and Moss 

. 
It's about an eccentric but loving family, the Sycamores, 

and what happens when their future in-laws, the stuffy 
Kirby family,-come to dinner. The play won the Pulitzer 
Prize for drama in 1937. 

When asked why he chose this. play,Adams said: "Many 
reasons, really ... it's the most-produced American com
edy of the century, but COM has never done the play in 
its 30-year history. It provides a bevy of wonderful acting 
roles for-18 actors. It js the kind of play that our audience 
is always happy to see us do-light-hearted, wann, funny 
and wholesome. It's. also my favorite American comedy, 
and ;ilthough I've directed it once before, I_ was eager to 

See Familiar Page 9 

I Halloween picture page 
See Pages 6 &7 l COM hosts Sports Day 
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Misty Lea Albrecht (left) plays Alice Sycamore; V.W. Uher is Grandpa and Rick Watson is Tony Kirby in 
the COM Arena Theatre production of Kaufman and Hart's 1936 comedy, You Can't Take It With You. 
PerfOrmancea run ttfrough Nov. 21. (Photo by Skip Quimby) 

COM police trained for catastrophe on college campus 
By PAT WHEELER 
Staff Reporter 

Are we prepared for a random shooting incident such as 
those that have happened in Columbine High School, Ha
waii and Seattle this past year? 

COM Police Officer Thomas Dendy explained that the 

Fabian Sifuentes looks at a piece from Blue Sky ex
hibit ln·the COM gallary.(PhotobyEliUdelaCerdaJr.) 

• 

officers on duty at College of the Mainland have had ex
tensive training for this possibility. 

There are plans in place for sealing off the area ofhos
tility, as well as evacuating everyone before outside help 
arrives. 

Police officers may be reached on campus for emergen
cies at Ext. 599, for nonemergencies al Ext. 403. 

Some students at COM have the mistaken idea that the 
campus is patrolled by security guards. On the contrary. 
COM is staffed by licensed police officers with all the 
authority and power to not only execute warrants, but also 
to arrest individuals. 

''When a COM police officer issues a citation, it can 
See Illegal Page 11 

Blue Skies on exhibit in COM Art Gallery 
By JOYCE CAULEY 
Staff Reporter 

Works of art titled Blue Sky by Kate Pelley arc cur
rently on display in College of the Mainland Art Gallery 
located in the Fine Arts Building. The exhibition opened 
with a reception Wednesday, Oct. 27, 6-8 p.m. and con
tinues through Sunday, Dec. 5. 

"I'm delighted to bring this exhibition to COM ... it's 
like a breath of fresh air," said Janet Hassinger, director 
of the gallery. 

Petley, who has a bachelor of fine arts degree, gradu
ated cum laude in 1976 from the University of Utah, Salt 
Lake City. Since then she has received a number of awards 
and grants. In 1997 she received a second place award for 
a painting titled "Untitled (Indigo)" in The Big Show pre
sented by Lawndale Art & Performance Center, Houston. 

Petley gave a slide presentation of some of her larger 
pieces not included in the COM exhibition on Wednes
day, Oct. 27, 2:30 p.m. 

"My work is about the animalioll of light and the joy of 
seeing," Petley said. 

• 

• 

Using a remarkable imagination, Petley transforms the 
ordinary ibto the extraordinary. She uses unusual materi
als such as vinyl shower curtains, rusted barbed wire, 
scraps of lace and sequins in her art, simple things found 
in everyday life that most people overlook. 

According to Petley, the works in this exhibition are 
constructed rather than painted, leaving evidence of each 
decision made along the way. The term "blue sky" indi
c<ltes a distinctly optimistic attitude, bordering on nostal
gia. It refers to the ordinary atmosphere and also to the 
romantic notion of idealistic transcendence. It's an an
nouncement of the most basic element in our visual life: 
pure and simple light, represented by a brilliant blue sky. 

Petley has expanded her artistic talents to include pho
tography. Samples of her latest work titled Photographs 
are on exhibit at Rudolph Poissant Gallery in Houston, 
through mid-December. 

COM gallery hours are Monday-WCdnesday, 12:30 
p.m.-4:30 p.m. and Tuesday-Thursday, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. The 
gallery is also opeR one hour before theater performances. 
For further information call Hassinger at (409) 938-1211, 
or toll free at 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 354. 
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What's Happening 

Mii:anda Denise Adams holds her dog Sammy. A schol
arship Is being set up by the COM Foundation at tha 
request of her family to honor Adams, a former COM 
student; Sha was among the 12 -students killed at the 
Texas A&:M bonfire tragedy which also Injured 27 
others In College Station on Nov. 18. (Family photo) 

Scholarship dedicated 
in memory of Adams 
By JOYCE CAULEY 
Staff Reeorter 

Miranda Denise Adams graduated from Santa Fe High 
School in 1998 and attended COM last summer between 
her freshman and sophomore years at Texas A&M Uni· 
versity. She worked part time in the COM math lab while 
she attended the college. Adams was the cousin of two 
COM employees, Carol Casper who works in the Advise
ment Center and Karl Stager a COM accountant. 

COM Foundation Executive Director Mary Ann 
Amelang is asking the community to help raise $10,000 
to endow a named scholarship. Adams' family has asked 
that a scholarship be set up for health science majors since 
Adams was a biomedicine major "al Texas A&M. Anyone 
wanting to be a part of this "celebration of her life" may 
contribute to the scholarship. 

"Miranda brought tremendous joy to her family and all 
who knew her," Casper said. "The endowed scholarship 
fund is one way to celebrate her life and to keep her 
memory alive, as well as to offer students the opportunity 
to achieve their educational dreams." 

Contributions are tax-deductible and can be cash, check 
or credit card. Make checks payable to the COM Founda
tion, and write "Miranda Adams Scholarship" on it. Send 
it to College of the Mainland, 1200 Amburn Road, COM 
Foundation, Room A-159, Texas City, TX 77591-2499. 

For additional information contact Micah· Duckett at 
(409) 938-1211 ortoll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 508 or 
Mary AnnAm:lang al Ext. 557. 

Continuing Education benefit to community 
By PAT WHEELER 
Staff Reporter 

The differences between non-credit Continuing Edu-
cation courses and credit courses are surprising. · 

"Although both are regulated by the state, they are to
tally different from one another," said Chuck 
Buddenhagen, a member of the nine-member team which 
directs the Continuing Education program. 

Credit courses are taken to earn a degree, whereas non
credit courses are taken for fun, to gain knowledge with
out having to earn a grade or to fulfill requirements to 
further education without the need of grades. 

For the college, credit courses are a major investment 
because they entail hiring ' full-time faculty, buying ex
pensive equipment and providing adequate teaching space. 
Every course must also have the approval of the state. 

Continuing Education courses, on the other hand, are 
taught by adjunct faculty (experts in their field) and the 
teaching does not necessarily take place on the campus. 
II can be h11.ndled at an outside facility. In fact, COM op
erates 40 off-campus facilities. 

The rea$Qn Continuing Education has such a varied and 
interesting list of courses is that these need not be ap
proved by the state. The nine-member team decides which 
courses will be offered. 

Non-credit courses include cooking, exercising, yoga, 
embroidery and self-improvement. If a class doesn't fiH a 
need, it can be canceled because of the minimum invest
ment the· college has made. If the class does fill a need, it 
can be developed into a credit course. In this way the col
lege keeps in step with the community's current interests. 

The most obvious and important difference between 
credit and non-credit courses is that grades ate given for 
credit courses to show a student's progress toward a de
gree. Non-credit courseS are award~ continuing educa
tion units, which log the number of contact hours spent in 
training. Each CEU represents 10 hours·of participation. 

Many professionals, such as nurses, fire fighters, po
lice officers, emergency medical technicians and day care 
workers are required by law to maintain current knowl
edge in their field. COM fills this need by offering on-

• 

site training in hospitals or operating facilities, such as 
the oil, gas and chemical plants._ According to 
Buddenhagen, with an enrollment of 14,000 students an
nually, the Continuing Education program is a vital part 
of COM. 

The school districts in Galveston County benefit greatly 
from COM in several ways as well. 

The following high schools hold summer classes at 
COM: Dickinson, Hitchcock, La Mar(jue, Santa Fe and 
Texas City. As a result, each high school can avoid high 
electricity bills and a full complement of staff." The high 
schools also have use of COM 's expensive equipment, 
such as is needed for auto mechanics iind welding. 

The Continuing Education program also provides biol
ogy and geology laboratory programs for children who 
are being homeschooled. This gives them hands-on ex
perience which reinforces the parents' teachings. All these 
services not only save the county money, but can lure pro
spective students to COM. 

The Continuing Education Senior Citizen program at 
COM is the largest in the state, Buddenhagen said, with· 
4,(M)() seniors enrolled in daytime classes and an equal 
number attending evening classes. 

Senior citizens must purchase a Senior Citizen .. Card 
for SIO, which allows them to participate in many of the 
non-credit courses without additional cost as well as al
lowing them use of the recreation facilities for one year 
and participation in special events such as trips to the 
Moody Center in Galveston. 

The COM Board of Trustees has reduced tuition to se
niors by 50 percent in the classes which require tuition. 
Many of these classes <J.re held in the evening. This en
courages older citizens to enrich their lives, not only 
through education but also through interaction with other 
students. 

"We strive to ad·d new classe~ each semester," 
Buddenhagen said. "Being on the cutting edge of educa
tion, taking risks in new directions makes what I do ex
citing." 

For more information about the availability of Continu
ing Education courses contact Buddenhagen at (409) 938-
121,1 or toll free at 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 517. 

' 

People Speak Out 

By MATI TASLER, Staff Reporter 
Photos by ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. and 
MICHAEL NAVARRO 

The debate over separation of church and state has 
ben an ongoing issue in the United Sates. At Santa 
Fe High Schocil a student gave an invocation before 
a football game. Her prayer provoked controversy 
which led to legislative action. With the Santa Fe 
High School debate possibly heading to the Supreme 
Court, InterCOM asks the question: How do you 
feel about prayer in public schools? 

Atiah Salahuddi~: If 
they allow all types of 
·prayer it would be OK,: 
hut they only allow cer
tain types. 

Davin Prince: Prayer 
should not be restricted 
at any event that is op
tional, as long _as the 
majority of the people at 
that event are supportive. 

Mazi Alli: 1 feel good 
about it. It helps a lat, 
helps you believe in 
yourself. We could do 
different prayers. 

Corrie Lewrence:l 
can understand why 
people don't want 
prayer to be specific 
and that they are afraid 
that Christianity will 
dominate. 

• 

Maria Nguyen: t think 
it's fine. It's good. Some 
people may get of
fended, but l don't mind 
it. 

Ron McNary: School 
prayer is needed. When 
individuals are taught to 
pray at a young age, he 
or she learns self respect 
and respect for others 
and discipline. 

Mary Olivo: Every
body has their rights. If 
you believe in prayer 
you can pray anywhere. 
Its up to people if they 
want to. 

Thomas Fiebig: I wel
come it. I'm not real re
ligious, but I don't op
pose it.. 

Threat on campus 
leaves manjailed 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

Newspapers and magazines all over the nation report a 
drop in crime. Yet, on any given day one is likely to read 
about another incident of violence at a place of work or 
even at an educational institution. Just when you think it 
cannot happen here, you are hit with the realization that 
the violent social climate of the ' 90s can manifest itself at 
any public place at any time. 

The day before Thanksgiving this grim reality hit home 
at College of the Mainland when Kathryn Klepak, Hu
man Resources director at COM, received terroristic 
threats from· a former COM employee. 

On the afternoon of Wednesday, Nov. 24, Klepak was 
walking to f'arking Lot B when she was approached by 
Clayton Brown. 

Brown had recently been terminated from his job in 
Computer Information Systems. He came on campus with 
his wife to retrieve his personal belongings. And waited 
in his vehicle while his wife picked up his belongings. 

-Mrs Brown w·'J.., .,~ ...,r~ierl t,; COM P~!fo.e ()fftcer 
Vemette Jones. 

According to COM Police Officer Joe Green , Brown 
approached Klepak in Parking Lot Band "threatened her 
and told her to run." 

Klep'ak ran to the Administration Building where sev
eral other employees comforted her and gathered to learn 
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ccurotr~~~* ... ;,..,..de ~a.(1t&tr1and .W.GteenwentOnech8"thl'OI.HPithea1reetsolTaKas.CJtytoarrest 
a would be assailant. The chase ended on Interstate 45 and Delaney Road. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

what had taken place. "She came running from the park· 
ing lot trying to flag somebody down," Rina Andreade 
said. "He threatened her life." 

Andreade, a student assistant in the Admissions Office, 

was sitting in front of the Administration Building as the 
situation unfoldC\f in the parking lot. _ 

In the meantime, Green went to talk to Brown who was 

See Toddler Page 3 

Social, political wall allows COM to express views 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

A Social and Political Commentary board was recently 
placed on the Social and Behavioral Sciences Team wall 
in the Leaming Resources Center next to Suite A 

The wall was an effort by the Social and Behavioral 
Sciences Team to give students, faculty, staff and visitors 
of College of the Mainland the chance to write their opin
ions about political, philosophical and social issues. 

COM art student, Rhonda Gould won honorable men
tion for her photograph "Hesitant Chill" exhibited at 
UHCL. (photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

• 

An influence was the fact that COM student Dustin 
Pickering was caught writing graffiti on various places 
throughout the campus. 

"lt all started from the fact that I put up fliers but some
one kept taking them down," Pickering said. He then re
sorted to writing ,graffiti in various locations throughout 
the campus. His work was found in the LRC elevator and 
the men's bathroom nearby, as well as on the bench in 
front of the Student Center. Pickering was caught by the 
COM Police Team. 

According to COM Police Officer Arbry Clifton, the 
Police Team decided to refer the mattCr to Alex Pratt, act
ing dean of Student Jnstruction who said Pickering's pun· 
ishment has not yet been documented but he is paying for 
the chemicals used to clean off the· graffiti. 

The board was set up the Week after Thanksgiving break 
and has caused a big response from students and faculty. 
The board Was almost filled the week after its creation. 
According to Pickering, the team plans to expand the 
board further down the LRC hall. 

Art student wins honorable mention 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland art student Rhonda Gould won 
honorable mention for her photograph, "Hesitant Chill" 
in the Houston Area Community College Student Art Ex
hibit at the University of Houston-Clear Lake. 

The exhibit which ran from Oct. 10 to Dec. 10, show
cased photographs, ceramics, drawings, paintings and 
mixed media, which is a combination of any of the previ
ous_listed mediums.Three hundred eighty-one works of 
art were submitted, the most ever. Eighty-five ·of them 
were ac.cepted. A first, second and third place award as 
well as three honorable mentions were awarded to exhi
bition competitors. 

Gould's photo "Hesitant Chill" is a black and white 

• 

close-up picture of Gould's 8-year-old niece with·her anns 
crossed over her chest. The high contrast photo is of a 
girl with damp hair and shadows covering the right side 

· of her face. The girf's expression is one of worry, fear or 
caution from which Gould derived the portrait's name. 

' 

"The pictures I am most happy with are the ones I get 
by accident." Gould's niece originally thought that Gould 
was going to take a picture of her dressed up. The end 
result in "Hesitant Chill" was far from the original inlenl. 
Gould had told her niece to take a shower before the pie~ 
ture session because the girl had been outside playing. 
When Gould noticed her niece was finished, she asked to 
see how she IOOked and decided to take pictures of her 
with a damp look. "I liked it ("Hesitant Chill") because it 
looks like it is a movie clip." 

See Photographer Page 7 
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Fabian Sifuentes (standing) acts as the master of ceremonies at the Christmas Carol-off contest during the 
Holl day Party held-Dec. 2 In the Student Center during College Hour. Contest winners are (front) MelcraShJa 
Pattewat, Tequalla Barker, (back) Tamara Gordon, Naomi Grimaldo and Denise Steen. They performed 
several carols but won the contest with an lmpromtu rendition of "I'll be home for Christmas." A mem
ber of another group, Crystal Callis, Is at far left. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 

Writer: students not using campus services 
Dear lnterCOM Editor, 

The Student Activities Board, a student organization at 
College of the Mainland, organizes events for students 
on campus. Our budget, as well as other student organi
zations' budgets, is taken from fees paid by all credit stu
dents at registration ,. These student fees can be looked 
upon as taxes because, like taxes. you are going to h.ave 
to pay them. When it comes to taxes, everyone wants some 
sort of representation when it comes to where all of this 
money goes. If you look at the student fees that you have 
to pay, as you would look at taxes, you. might start won
dering where all that money is going. You would be sur
prised how many people do not wonder about this. This 
leads to a question that is very hard to answer. Why are 
more students not taking advantage of the activities and 
services provided by the various student organizations 
on campus? 

I cannot speak for other organizations' meeting times; 
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however, the Student Activities Board meets every Tues
day during College Hour. 'the meeling is held during Col
lege Hour because there are no classes in session during 
that time. The Tuesday meeting is canceled only when an 
SAB-sponsored event occurs at the same lime. Attempts 
have been made to have meetings at night for night stu
dents. Unfortu.natc;iY, tbSJ baye beel\Mnsuccessful i; These 
meetings are open to all credit students. If you want your 

. voice to be heard concerning the allocation of your stu
dent fees, this is your chance. There are scholarship op
portunities available for participation in SAB. 

If you cannot make the meetings, you can still enjoy 
the events we sponsor. We recently had a national ven
triloquist come to our campus t6 perform free for students. 
There is usually one party a month, during College Hour, 
where we offer free food and drinks. We always have music 
at these parties. If you are not thrilled with 'the food, you 
can always stay for the music. For night students, we of
fer free coffee and snacks once a month. If there is a par
ticul~r event you wanl, let a member of SAB know about 
it. We are always looking for new ideas and new faces. 

Fabian Sifuentes 
.Student Activities Board president 

Letters to the Editor policy: lnterCOM welcomes all 
letters. Make letters brief and to the point including a 
name and doytime telephone number for verification. We 
reserve thr right to edit all letlers for length, gramnuJr, 
spelling and libelous content. Leners to the Editor will 
be printed on a space-available basis. letters may also 
be sent via e-mail to <lntercom_Editor@hotmailcom>. 
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Education, not religion 
school's responsibility 

1 \/-t)i- ~..,., 

As we stand on the threshold of the new millennium, 
religious groups converge to a common battle ground: 

. . 
pubhc schools. 

When public schools are turned into an arena for reli
gious debate, the quality of education suffers. 

Presently public schools arc having difficulty meeting 
the challenge of carrying out their primary responsibili
ties: to provide quality education and to create in the young 
citizens the cognition of the value of education. 

Historically, religious groups reach a point of near hys
teria during transitional periods suCh as the millennium. 

Public schools are targeted by religious groups because 
schools are the ideal places to influence social attitudes. 

Emerging into the public school religion-debate arena 
are not only the traditional American Christia~ groups, 
but also more peculiar groups out of a multicultural soci
ety. The possibilities are alarming. 

Some of these groups may practice rituals which are 
not compatible with our country's basic moral concepts 
and if not careful, the schools could become a circus for 
ritualistic performers. 

If one group is allowed to praclice religious rituals 
(Bible reading is ritualistic in nature), then, by law, all
other groups would be allowed to practice their faith re
gardless of how farfetched these rituals may appear to the 
more OOnkr Urtve-Chrfstians. - ~ 

To allow prayer in public schools would be to give in 
to the Christian zealots, .that while professing to seek 
equality, will impose control over the spiritual growth of 
our yout~. 

Religion often has a tunnel-vision effec;t on some be
lievers. Each group believes it holds the truth and that 
everyone else is wrong. 

Throughout history, many atrocities have been carried 
out around the world in the name of religion. Christianity 
has been relentless in its effoi;t to Christianize our gov
ernment. Introducing prayer and Bible reading in public 
schools would be a major step toward this goal. 

The founders of the American republic were eager to 
protect it from the conflict that made Europe a killing 
ground for centuries. Consider the inhumanities carried 
out by the Pilgrims on the natives of this continent. 

" ... our civil rights have no dependence on our religious 
opinions anymore than our opinions in physics or gCOm
etry," Thomas Jefferson wrote in 1776. 

Allowing a religious group. such as Christians to prac
tice their faith in public schools would create a stampede 
from all other religious groups that have been waiting for 
the opportunity to r~ruit new members. 

To ensure CO?}plete detachment from religious dogma 
and rituals, public schools could include comparative re
ligion and philosophy as pan of the curricula. 

Extremists will dis11ute the validity of such an approach, 
but what better Way to avert flare-ups than to teach reli

- gion in schools with a more objective focus than it is pres
ently viewed by a few narrow-minded individuals. 

Understanding the powerful _influence that religiori has 
on human lives is imperative in harnessing this power to 
prevent mass corruption. This kind of power can be greatly 
destructive in the wrong hands. Would you have liked for 
David Koresh to lead your school in prayer? 

Religious beliefs belong in special places: churches. 
Religion has not demonstrated a benefit to mankind in 

any other way than to create controversy and conflict in 
societies. Our schools are already plagued with too many 
social problems. To add religion to the equation would be 
to compound these problems. 

• 
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Kwanzaa celebration 
ends New Year's Day 
Continued from Page 6 ----------
Claus was called, at that time to America. 

The tradition of decorating trees in the home and send
ing greeting cards became popular in the 1800s. M;my 
well-known Christmas carols were composed during this 
period. The extravagant commercialization of the Christ
mas season became popular during the late 1980s. 

In many parts of the United States, various ethnic groups 
observe Christmas by combining the customs of their an
cestors; Spanish traditions are popular in the southwest
ern United States while some African Am~ricans Com
bine Christmas with Kwanzaa. 

Kwanzaa is the traditional African festival of the har
vest of the first crops. It lasts seven days, from Dec. 26 
through Jan. 1. The word Kwanzaa is from a phrase which 
means "first fruits" in Swahili, an East African language. 

The holiday was developed in 1966 in the United States 
by Maulana Karenga, a professor of Pan-African studies 
and a black cultural leader. It combines traditional Afri
can practices with African-American aspirations and ide
als. The holiday Centers around the "Nguzo Saba," seven 
principles of African-American culture that were devel
oped by Karenga. These principles are "Umoja" (unity), 
"Kujichagulia" (self-determination), "Ujima" (collective 
work and responsibility), "Ujamaa" (cooperative econom
ics), "Nia" (purpose), "Kuumba" (creativity) and "lmani" 
(faith). 

Each day of Kwanzaa is dedicated to one of the seven 
principles. Family members light Qne of the seven candles 
in the "kinara" (candle holder) each ev1:ning and discuss 
the principle for the day. The community gathers for a 
feast called "karamu" near the end of the holiday. Tradi
tional African food, ceremonies honoring ancestors. as
sessments of the old year and commitments for the new 
year are featured at a typical karamu. - ~ .- -,- ......... --

Ediler ~ Note: Sources of information were Christmas the 
World Over by Daniel J. Foley; "Hanukka, Christmas, 
and Kwanzaa,"World Book Online <http:// 
www.worldbookonline.com> 

COM ranks high on 
TASP retest scores· 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mairiland ranked first of the 11 commu
nity colleges in the Texas Gulf Coast Consortium on writ
ing skills and fourth in reading skills on the students' sec
ond attempt of taking the Texas Academic Skills Program 
test. 

According to a report prepared in August by Lee Col
lege in Baytown on The Effectiveness of Developmental 
Education, first-time in-college freshmen were tracked for 
two years beginning with the summer and fall semesters. 

The report shows COM as having 62.73 percent more 
students passing the TASP writing skills test on the sec
ond time after the students participated in a developmen
tal education course. COM's reading skills passing aver
age increased by 46.07 percent. 

Lee College has the lowest average score gain of 51. 76 
percent. COM ranked 10th in passing gains in the second 
attempt on math tests. 

To enroll in English 1301, first-time in-college students 
must score a minimum of 85.in the writing skills portion 
of the TASP and a minimum of 79 in the reading compre
hension portion of the test. Students who do not meet the 
minimum TASPrequirements must_ enroll in developmen
tal education courses. 

The Texas Gulf Coast Consortium consists of the fol
lowing 11 community colleges: Alvin, Brazosport, COM, 
Houston Community, Lee, North Harris-Montgomery 
Community College District, San Jacinto-Central, San 
Jacinto-North, San Jacinto-South and Wharto~. 

' 
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Jerry and Shelly Ziegler, owners of Ziegler Foods in Dickinson, present a check to Mary Ann Amelang, left. director 
or the COM Foundation. Zlegler Foods will provide three $1,000 per year scholarships to grac:luates of Dickinson 
Hl~h School who enroll In vocatlonal, certificate or university transfer programs. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Dickinson grocer funds . scholarship 
Jerry and Shelly Ziegler, owners of Ziegler Foods gro

cery store in Dickinson, will provide three $1,000 per 
year scholarships to current year graduates of Dickinson 
High School. 

Mary Ann Amelang, director of COM resource devel
opment and executive director of the COM Foundation, 
received1ne ariooiinceincnt fronfthe-r1eglers-in October 

. ' 
and picked up the check at Ziegler's store. 

The COM SCholarships will be awarded beginning with 
the spring semester to Dickinson High School students 
who enroll in vocational, certificate or university transfer 
programs at the Texas City campus of COM. 

For more information call Amelang at (409) 938-1211 
or- toll free I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 508. 

Photographer inspired by Schindler's List 
Continued from Page 1----------

Two of Gould's photos also were accepted to the Third 
Annual Bay Area Photography Club Juried Exhibition at 
the Arts Alliance Center in Clear Lake. The exhibit fea
tured 39 local artists using black and white, color, sepia, 
graphically enhanced and etched photography. She won 
a merit award for her photo "Moment of Selr' which is 
another pose of her niece taken at the same time she took 
"Hesitant Chill." 

Gould, who was born in Galveston and grew up in Texas 
City, was first exposed to black and white photography 
as a journalism student in high school. She worked for 
The Sun, now the Texas City Sun, as an advertising as
sistant, where she got her start laying out ads and design
ing logos and cover sheets for businesses. She also took 
pictures of cars on car lots and houses for real estate. It 
was then that she first felt like a photographer .. However, 
it wasn't until she enrolled in the photography program 
at COM that she realized she had much fnore to learn. 
Gould says that the photography class has heightened her 
awareness of her surroundings and credits painting and 
photography professor Mon·a Marshall for being a great 
source of encouragement to her. 

Marshall introduced Go~ld to different types of works 
through photography class and class trips to art exhibits. 
There is always more to learn about photography," Gould 
said. 

She had always enjoyed taking pictures while on vaca
tion and then beeame interested in laking concert pic
turCs in color. She would sneak her camera into concerts 
to get pictures of her favorite singers. Once she attended 
a New Year's Eve concert and snagged a picture of Willie 
Nelson toasting her with a glass of champagne. She also 
snapped a picture of Lindsey Buckingham and Stevie 
Nicks while attending a Fleetwood Mac concert. 

One of her most bizarre pictures was of a friend .from 
Germany while they were at the top. the Empire State 

' 

Building. Her friend climbed up the guard wall of the 
building and poked her head through the rails. 

Gould first became interested in taking photos of ar
chitectural detail-this was convenient since she lives so 
close to Galveston. However, she never really liked pho
tographing people until she took "Hesitant Chill:'' 

Oliver Stone's film Schindler's list inspired her pho
tography because "it seems that in every scene. you could 
pause and get the perfect photo." 

Gould currently is enrolJed in Advanced Pro6Jems in 
Photography. She has taken a course· in design and a spe
cial topics class with Janet Hassinger, the COM art gal
lery director. In the special topics class, Hassinger showed 
Gould how an art gallery operates. "The class was only 
worth one credit (hour) but more than worth it." 

Gould has not yet decided her major. She plans to trans
fer to UHCL after a few more semesters at COM. 

"I always try to get the perfect picture, but if I can't, I 
make it up in the printing." Gouki said. "I don't know if 
I'll ever take that pi~re I'm looking for." 
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Sports/Campus Life 

Maryann Urick, coordinator of Recreational Programs and Student Activities, relates her Czechoslovakian 
heritage at the Multt--Cultural Lunch Fest. Participants from as many as nine different countries brought food 
representing their ethnic cultures. (Photo by EIJaa de _la Cerda Jr.} 

Luncheon celebrates ethnic diversity at COM 
By MATT TASLER 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board, 
Students fQr Christ, the Organization,of,Afrjcan·Ameri
can Culture and the COM Amigos sponsored a Multi-Cul
tural Lunch Fest to share their cultures on Tuesday, Nov. 
16, during College Hour in the Sun Room of the S_tudent 
Center. 

Students, staff and faculty brought a wide variety of 
foods representing their cul~ures for everyone to enjoy. 
The menu included enchiladas, sauerkraut and sausage, 
red beans and rice, pies, cakes, puddings and fresh fruit. 

The lunch fest attracted students from a wide array of 
backgrounds. Descendants from Africa, Czechoslovakia, 
Germany, Honduras, Ireland, Japan, Mexico and Puerto 
Rico spoke about their heritage during the luncheon. 

The Student Center was decorated with U.S. and Mexi
can flags. Maps of other countries were displayed on the 
walls, 

Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs and Student 
Activities coordinator, said: ··1 thought the program went 
very well. It was more successful because it was co-spon-

sored by the SAB, Students for Christ, OAAC and the 
COM Amigos." 

"My mother came from Czechoslovakia when she was 
12. Her family got out of Czechoslovakia right before 
}litler,came-in;"·Uriok 5etd. 

Her mother "endured harder times than I'll ever know," 
Urick said. Her grandfather had left his family behind in 
Czechoslovakia to come to the United Stales in order to 
make enough money to bring the rest of his family over. 
Urick's mother "had to play the mother role as the oldest 
of her siblings, while my grandmother took a job in 
Czechoslovakia." 

Urick's father's family al~ is of Czechoslovakian de
scent. Her grandfather settled in the Chicago area, where 
there was a large scltlement of Czechoslovakians. 

Most of the participants at .the luncheon stood up and 
discussed their heritage and noted the differences between 
the various cultures represented at COM. 

Studint organizations at the college strive toward 
scheduling .more events like the Multi-Cultural Lunch 
Fest, so that students .have the opportunity to learn more 

. about the world they live in and the people that they in
teract with every day. 

December rich array of holiday feasts 
By JOYCE CAULEY 
Staff Reporter 

December is a cornucopia of holiday feasts and special 
times of celebrations which includes Hanukkah, Christ
mas and Kwanua. Many feasts honor great leaders, saints 
or gods. Others celebrate the beginning of a year or the 
anniversary of a historical event. The diversity of the 
American people is never rhore evident than at this time 
of the year. 

The Jewish Feast of Lights-Hanukkah is celebrated OJ.1 
Dec. 4 this year. Hanukkah is a Hebrew word and means 
dedication. The Hanukkah holiday celebrates the Jewish 
victory of the Macabees over the Syria!JS in 165 B.C. and 
begins on the eve of the 25th day of the Hebrew month of 
Kislev and lasts eight days. 

On the first evening of Hanukkah, one candle is lighted 
in a special eight-branched candelabrum called a 
"menorah." Beginning on the second evening. one candle 

• 

is added every night until the total reaches eight on the 
last night. 

The significance of the eight candles refers to the one 
small cruse (an earthen bottle) of oil that the Jews found 
when they cleansed lhe Temple of Syrian idols after de
feating the Syrian tyrant, Antiochus IV. The oil from the 
one bottle miniculously provided oil for eight days. 

For most Christians, the important festivals recall ma
jor events in the life of Jesus Christ. They celebrate the 
birth of Jesus on Dec. 25. For some Christians the seasoQ 
begins with Advent, a four-week period during which they 
prepare for the celebration of Christmas. Many people 
display Christmas trees and some set up Nativity scenes. 
Today most adorn their houses and yards with colored 
lights. 

The Christmas tree was brought to America by the Ger
mans in the 18th century. The Dutch who s~ttled in New 
York in the 17th century brought St. Nicholas, as Santa 

See K waozaa Page 7 

Illegal hits have no 
place in pro football 

Roughing the passer is a penalty that referees have 
had to call far too frequently during professional football 
games in recent years. 

On any given Sunday or Monday, football players run 
the risk of permanent injury,due to the severity of 
contact during the course of a typical game. Ca.'ies where 
players suffer injuries due to unnecessary roughness 
should be addressed by the commissioner's office of the 
National Football League. Rules should be in place to 
protect players' livelihoods and their futures. 

In some cases players are paralyzed due to contact 
that is totally unintentional. Dennis Byrd of the New 
York Jets was hit on the back of his neck by his team
mate. Both were diving to tackle an opposing ball 
carrier, and Byrd broke his neck when he was struck by 
the helmet of his fellow defensive lineman. He lay 
motionless on the field for several minute;, while the 
training staff worked to stabilize his head and neck. 
Byrd undCrwent an intense rehabilitation process lo 
enable him to walk again, yet was unable to continue his 
playing career. A few years after his injury, Byrd was 
able to walk onto the field at the Jets' home stadium 
where fans greeted him with a standing ovation. 

Quarterbacks are ex~ to greater punishment 
during the course of a game than athletes in: most other 
sports. They are consistently knocked down after 
releasing the ball. Defensive players are so big and 
strong that when theY, hit a quarterbackf he gets hurt. 

In the NF.L this year, Troy Aikman and Steve Young 
hlfve both suffered major concussions. 

Since t-996 Young has suffered four concussions and 
Young's team, the San Francisco 49ers, may not want 
him back due to his risk of reinjury. His coaches, doctors 
and family have urged him to consider retiring, since he 
is 38 years old. However, Young has stated that "retire
ment is not an option," He plans to make a full recovery 
and return in 2(X)(), if not later this season. 

One way for the league to prevent possible injuries to 
its players is to mandate an automatic ejection from the 
game, a suspension from further games and a fine for 
anyone making a late hit. ls a 15-yard penalty really a 
punishment when the team is ahead 35-0? I don ' t think 
so! If a player knows he will be hit with an ejection, a 
suspension and a siuble fine ($100,(K)()J, he may think 
twice before laying out a vulnerable quarterback. 

Linebacker Bill Romanowski of the Denver Broncos 
has been accused of being "the dirtiest player in the 
game." He has been fined numerous times by the league, 
yet he still pla'ys "dirty,"· Had.he ever been ejected, 
suspended and fined, he might not have played dirty 
again. What does a $10,000 fine mean to a player 
making millions? . 

The NFL has laid down the law in receot ye_ars. The 
leagu~ has instituted a "see ~hat you hit" policy.for 
defensive players. This policy states that "a player must 
not tackle another player with the crown (top) of the 
helmet." This protection is enforced so the defensive 
player doesn't suffer a spinal injury. But can rules re:rlly 
protect the victim of a hit? 

Head and spinal injuries are just an illegal _hit away. 
The only preventative rneasurS! to ensure the players 

are cognizant of the dangers involved is to penalize 
violators severely. 

We always knew that football was a contact sport, but 
did we know it could also be detrimental to the player's 
life after his career is over? 
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Join the InterCOM team 
By KAREN ODOM 
Staff Reporter 

What's behind the headline? 
Learn what it takes to write a good story, how to get the 

facts and get your message across. Enroll now in College 
of the Mainland's introductory journalism course COMM 
2311.01. This is more than just a lecture course. You get 
hands-on experience putting a newspaper together from 
beginning to end. Take this opportunity to work as a real 
staff reporter on the student newspaper and see your by~ 
line in print. 

This course is open to anyone. If you are up to some 
tough but rewarding work and would like to be a member 
of a newspaper team, this course will challenge you. 

News Gathering & Writing I, COMM 2311.01, the class 
meets Mondays and Wednesdays at 12:30-3:20 p.m. Con
current enrollment in the production lab COMM 1129.01 
required. (Production Lab is time spent working on the 
paper and has no set schedule.) AU credit earned is fully 
transferable to a university. 

For more information call journalism Professor Astrid 
H. Lowery, at College of the Mainland (409) 938-1211, 
or toll free "I (88B) 258-8859, Ext. 314, or e-mail 
<alowery@mail.mainland.cc.tx.us>. 

Toddler found after police chase through Texas City 
Continued from Page 1 

still, in Parking Lot B. "I signaled for him to come toward 
me and he got in his vehicle and fled," Green said. 

As Brown took off in his white '99 Dodge four-wheel
drive vehicle, Green ran to his patrol car that was parked 
in frQnt of the Administration Building. He made a U
turn and stopped long enough to pick up Jones which is 
nonnal procedure. " I was notgo_u;)g to apprehend.him by 
myself," Green said. , 

Brown had about a three-minute head start out of the 
parking lot. "The chase took about 10 minutes," Green 
said. 

The chase, which began on Amburn Road, took them 
through several streets with Brown speeding and at times 
cutting off other drivers and driving off the road. 

"He was driving recklessly," Jones said. 
The two officers managed to remain calm during the 

chase so as ~ot to endanger other drivers. "1 did not fol-

low him so close to cause him to endanger himself," Green 
said, maintaining that he kept close enough not to lose 
Brown, yet not so close as to cause him to put other lives 
in danger. 

The chase ended at Interstate 45 and Delaney Road. 
"He just drove across from the left lane to the shoulder, 
pulled over and stopped on the shoulder," Green said. 
· Jone! Mld·Greert took up:~iorrbefrind Brown's ,, 
vehicle. They instructed him to throw the car keyi.:-out of 
his window; then Jones apprehended him with no further 
resistance. "He complied with all our commands," Jones 
said. 

Once they had Brown in custody the officers found a 
surprise in Brown's vehicle, The Browns' 18-month-old 
baby was secured in a car seat. 

·areen and Jones remained at the scene until Mrs. Brown 
came to recover the toddler. "Where is my baby," she 
said when she arrived at the site. 

Mrs. Brown asked to talk to her husband, ~dnd Green 
approved. But Brown was not interested in talking to her. 
"Get away from me," he yelled at his wife. 

Brown was taken into custody and transported to CO M's 
police station for processing, and then was transferred to 
the Galveston County Jail where he was held in a medical 
unit and later moved to a regular detention block. He was 
dtatged with -making· tem,ristie ·\htelttNnd e? + ading' a~· 
rest, both class .. B" misdemeanors. Bond was set at $500 
for each offense. A court date is stilf pending. 

The actions of the COM police officers in neutralizing 
the situation was exemplary. They did everything "by the 
book." Thomas Dendy, COM Police Team leader, said: "I 
had informed our officers to keep alert around the Ad
ministration Building, especially during the holidays." 

It is reassuring to know that while this sort of thing can
not always be predicted, one can count on a steadfast, well
trained, COM police force to provide protc;ction. 

Counseling, career training,job placement available at COM 
ByMICIIAELNAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

One of the most overlooked services at College of the 
Mainland, is the Counseling, Testing and Job Placement 
Center located on the second floor of the Student Center. 
The center focuses on three areas of concern to students. 

Counselors, Leroy August arid Dr. Althea Choates, help 
COM students make career decisions through one-on-one 
discussions or career testing. They assist students with 
degree plans .and help them choose courses that transfer 
to,universities. The counselors also help students resolve 
personal issues that may interfere withscholasticperf~r

:1 mance. 
The center also administers Various tests to students. 

The Appraisal, CLEP, Credit by Examination and GED 
tests are offered. All new students must take the appraisal 
test, called the Accuplacer, to enroll at COM. Accuplacer 
also may be used as a TASP alternative. 

The appraisal test determines students' skill levels and 
helps determine which classes, such as developmental 
reading, writing or math, students need. 

The CLEP test is a nationally administered test that of
fers students the opportunity to receive credit for a course 
that is transferrable to any college. 
· Credit by Examination allows students to test for COM 
credits which are not necessarily transferrable but may 
be needed for a certain field of study. 

• 

GED tests also are administered in the Counseling Cen
ter. Students can enroll at COM before completing their 
GED tests as long as they finish their tests before the end 
of the seinester in which they participate. 

Students enrolled in the COM distance education 
classes held in conjunction with Galveston College may 
take their tests in the COM counseling center. The testing 
center also offers correspondence tesis, the national nurs
ing exam, and trade and licensing ce~ification. 

The GED, CLEP and Credit by Examination tests are 
available by appointment only. All other tests are avail· 
able to students by walk-in Monday through Thursday 
beginning a! 9, a.m. 

Job plaCCmenf"offers a service that assists students in 
finding part-time and full-time employment," August said. 
Community members not attending COM also may use 
the job placement seJYice. Prospective applicants must 
register with the ceriter and submit a resume. The resume 
then is sent to local businesses who, if interested in the 
applicant, will contact job placement. Job placement then 
contacts the applicants. 

The Counseling, Testing and Job Placement Center also 
houses two other services useful to students. 

The Univ.ersity Transfer Center has information for 
inost Texas universities. Catalogs, transfer information, 
general information and video tours are available for stu
dent use. 

The Career Library also located in the Student Center 

• 

• 

contains videos, audio tapes, pamphlets, magazines and 
variom, other printed media describing career choices 
available to students. Students can access occupational 
briefs which are concise booklets detailing their desired 
fielcl. Theibriefs are organized in a file cabinet in a nu
merical system that is accessed by a booklet contalfiing a 
list of occupations and. code numbers corresponding to 
them. 

Both the University.Transfer Center and the Career Li
brary have computers with two interactive programs, Guid
ance Information System and Career Ware: Choices. These 
programs aid students with career and ·college choices. 
The programs have access to college locations and pro
grams, such as scholastics and financial aid, offered any
where in the United States. The programs also help stu- · 
dents choose a-field of study. 

The services-are designed to help students accurately 
assess their academic, career and vocational goals to help 
them better decide on a career plan. . 

Counseling, Testing and Job Placemeµt hours are Mon
days 8 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.; Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8 a.m. 
to 7 p.m.; and Wednesdays and Fridays, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

For more information, contact the center at (409) 938-
1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 287 for August 
and Ext. 320 for Dr. Choates. For testing contact Rose 
Minor, testing coordinator, at Ext. 324 or Bea Samuels, 
assistant examiner, at Ext. 568. For job placement contact 
Babette Jammer at Ext. 399. 
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News/Features 

Noted sociologists talks 
on healing by humor 
By ELIAS DE IA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

Take a "poor black girl" out of the slums, give her an 
education and what do you have? Black, beautiful and 
brilliant is the best way to describe Dr. Bertice Berry. 

Add humor to the list of traits and you have a dynami
cally funny, yet poignant lecturer. Dr. Berry's "Humor and 
Music for Healing" lecture was the last of the four fall 
lecture series on Body, Mind, Spirit: Healing Through the 
Arts presented by Galveston College. 

Dr. Berry received her doctorate in sociology at age 26. 
She graduated magna cum laude from the University of 
Florida at Jacksonville. She spoke to faculty, staff, stu
dents and members of the Galveston community about 
humor and music (songs) as healing tools for individual 
and collective social problems. 

"You need to have one good gut-wrenching laugh a 
day," she said, as she dished out a healthy dose of banter 
to the standing-room-only audience in the Galveston Col
lege Performing Arts Auditorium Nov. 17, which holds 
approximately 150 people. 

Dr. Berry opened her lecture by singing an inspiring 
African-American gospel song. She talked about how 
from the beginning she has used humor as part of the arts 
in healing. "If you touch a person's emotions while you 
teach them, you can reach them better." She also talked 
about society as a whole taking responsibility for its own 
problems. 

HCr Lecture addressed such social problems as racism 
and the Columbine High School massacre. 

Dr: Berry said she cares for her sister's children. Her 
sistc;r is a crack cocaine abu:.er. "Wt:. a" itll directly or 
indirectly responsible for my sister's cocaine problem," 
she said to the audience who seemed to understand and 
agree with her statement. 

Using jokes and poignant phrases, she spoke to the au
dience about social problems dealing with adult and 
children's roles in contemporary society. "It takes a vil
lage to raise a child," she said, "but we can't raise a healthy· 
child if the village is sick." 

Dr. Berry said in order to change the child we need to 
- change the adult. "Some of the symptoms that the village 

is sick are evident when the child starts to take on the 
roles of the adult." She spoke about her own family and 

Dr. Carlisle B. Rathbum Ill, president of Galveston College talkl with Dr. Bertlce Berry after her lecture "Humor 
and Music for Haallng." Thia WH the last lecture In the loll Mrlea on Body, Mind and Spirit: HHllng Through Ill• 
Arta. "You touched my aoul," Dr. Rathbum said to Dr. Berry. (Photo by Ellao de la <:erda Jr.) 

some of the challenges her teen-aged children face. 
With a string of one-liners., such as "I don't drink. l 'm 

a woman in the land of the brave and the free. ( don't 
need any more illusions, v she conveyed to the audience 
the powerful message that our attitudes as a society must 
change in order for us '° hflve peace. She also placed the 
responsibility of looking after tht welfare of children on 
all adults. "Take care of the children," she said. "Just be
cause they are not yours, does not mean they don't be
long to yOU." 

"The chains on our wrists are not as strong as the chains 
on our minds," she said. 

Dr. Berry gaye a compelling message to an audience 
moved to both laughter and tears about how those who 
serve also are those in _charge. She told stories about h~r 
childhood when her mother provided all the basic needs 
such as cooking and cleaning and also was in charge of 

her children's spiritual well-being. The message was 
clearly directed to those in leadership positions. 

"Very often your job is to make the way, not get in the 
way," she said. 

Di. Berry closed her lecture by singing "Redemption," 
a song by Bob Marley and the Wailers. Many in the audi
ence sang along. 

Her latest book Redemption Song which will be out in 
January is a love story that talks about understanding one's 
history and about reading books and how they can influ
ence a person's life. 

Dale Taylor, Galveston College English instructor co
. ordinated and handled all the major planning for the se

ries. "Tbis particular lecture was designed fo wrap up the 
sei'ies," Taylor said. Her lecture put the concept of heal
ing the mind, body and spirit through humor and music in 
perspective. 

Adjunct biology Professor Wilde will be full time in spring 

After teaching aa an adjunct lnatructorthla fall, Shawn 
Barwick Wlkte will beco~ a full-time biology profe1-
aor In aprtng. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

By MATI TASLER 
Staff Reporter 

Shawn Barwick Wilde, a Dew biology Professor, came 
to College of the Mainland in the fall ind will become 
full-time this spring. 

Wilde was born and raised in Charlotte, N.C., but moved 
from Charlotte to Temple in January 1997. 

While living in Temple, Wilde worked on a postdoctoral 
fellowship at the clinical campus ofTexasA&M College 
of Medicine in the psychiatry and behavioral science de
partment. She also taught neurochemistry and psychop
hannacology at Texas A&M. 

During this timt: she was an adjunct faculty member at 
McLennap Community College in Waco and Temple Col
lege in Temple. She taught Anatomy and Physiology I 
and U at both colleges. She also taught Introduction to 
Pharmacology at McLennan. 

"I ibsolutely Jove teaching here," she says. '"COM is a 
wonderful place to teach" because "it is student oriented." 
She added, "I like community college teaching better be
cause it allows for more interaction with students." 

Wilde was in graduate school in North Carolina when 
she met her husband Jim. He was not in school at the time 1 

but was working on a fellowship. They were married in 
North Carolina in August 1998. She joined him in 

' 

• 

• 

Galveston in January. 
Her husband has a doctorate in phannacology and toxi

cology and currently is involved in asthma re~arch stud
ies in the Allergy and Immunology division at the Uni
versity of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston. 

Since moving to the Galveston area, Wilde has taught 
as an adjunct professor at Galveston College, San Jacinto 
College-South and COM. • 

During the spring and fall semesters of this year she 
taught at COM and San Jacinto-South. She also taught at 
Galveston College during the summer. 

As a full-time COM faculty member, she will teach 
General Biology 1408 in spring. 

Wilde enjoys spending time with her husband and their 
11-month-old puppy Frodo al the beach. 

Wilde is interested in medic,d research and enjoys read
ing about new medical breakthroughs published in medi
cal journals. 

In her spare time, she enjoys watching videos and go
ing to the movies. Some of her favorite movies are For· 
est Gwnp, Sleepy Hollow and the Star Trek series. She is 
currently working on completing her collection of Disney 
movies. She enjoys COM and looks forward to becom
ing a full-time professor. 

Wilde stated that she takes pride in her teaching skills 
because "cultivating interests in students is a lot of fun." 
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Baker, new professor 
at COM cosmetology 
By JOYCE CAULEY 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland cosmetology department 
has gained a new professor. 

Elaine Baker came to COM as an adjunct instructor in 
January and was offered a full-time teaching position be
ginning this fall. 

A native Houstonian, Baker grew up in the Gulfgate 
area in southeast Houston, the youngest of three children. 

"Being the only girl and the baby in the family, you 
could say I was a little spoiled," Baker said, laughing. 

After graduating from Jesse H. Jones High School in 
1974, she was unsure about what she wanted to do about 
her future; she wasn't interested in college at that time. 

"l became a hairdresser quite by accident," Baker said. 
"I always had a talent for doing my own hair and some of 
my friends were going to beauty college, so I decided to 
join t~em. It was really a fluke." 

She studied cosmetology at DeLynn's Beauty College 
in Houston and became a hairdresser in 1977. 

The slender, dark,:haired Baker owned and managed her 
own hair salon, Hair Effects, in Bellaire for 18 years. 

During this time she began to think seriously about a 
college education and about teaching. After careful con
sideration, she sold her business in 1996 and later enrolled 
at San Jacinto College to study for her instructor's certifi
cate. 

"Prior to teaching at COM, I was an educator at a com
pany called K.M.S., which manufactures hair products," 
she said. 

Baker teaches Mondays through Fridays, 8:30 a.fl. to 
3:30 p.m., which includes both morning and afternoon 
theory classes. Her client days are Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays, 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Client days give the studerits an opportunity to practice 
their skills under the watchful eye of one of the ins.tnic
tors. Students must have 500 actual hours of training, 
which includes theory classes and working on mannequins, 
prior to working with clients. 

laterCOM, Degmber 1'99. Pm 5 

Elaine Baker, COM'1 now coarnetology proluoor, looks on wllllo • atudont works on a client at the Coametology 
Lab located In the Appomattox Square acrosa. the atrHt from the Texas City campus. Baker was an adlunct 
lnatructor from January to August. (Photo by Ellaa do la Cerda Jr.) 

The cosmetology building is located in Appomattox 
Square across the street from the college campus on 
Amburn Road. 

Some of COM's employees and students as well as the 
public are among the clients who take advantage of the 
department's full line of services, which includes hair
cuts, perms and hair coloring as well as manicures, pedi
cures and sculptured nails. 

Weaving her way through the busy salon monitoring 
procedures, Baker has a friendly manner and an infec-
tious smile for both clients and stu~nts. ' 

In addition to teaching, Bakei also attends evening 
classes at COM pursuing an associate.of arts degree. She 
acknowledges it will take her several years to complete 
her degree because of other priorities, which include her 

family and their activities. 
Baker lives in Alvin on 25 acres of land with her hus

band, Kerry, her 14-year-old son, Ryari, six dogs and two 
cats. "With 25 acres. there .. , plenty of room for animals," 
Baker said. 

~ 

She likes to attend her son's schobl and sports activi-
ties and is active in the youth group at her church. 

In her spare time, Bak.er enjoys working on photo al
bums, craft projects and reading Christian novels. 

When asked what she plans to do after she receives her 
1legree, '"!laker !!~shed a quick sniile aiid' slaleil emphad
cally, "(I plan to) stay right here." 

For information about the cosmetology lab services or 
to make an appointment, call (409) 938-8607-or (409) 
938-1211 or toll free I (888) 258-5589, Ext. 480. 

COM students voice their concerns to administrators Nov. 18 

Bennie BolH, a COM Police Academy cadet, addressee 
the Student Concerns Forum Thursday, Nov. 18, dur
ing CoUege Hour. Hie concern Is over the quality of the 
physical training at the academy. Boles Is satisfied 
with the lecture portion of the program. He directs 
comment& to Dr. Henry Pope, dean of College and 
Financial Services. (Photo by Ellas de la Cerda Jr.) 

' 
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BY PAT WHEELER 
Slaff Reporter 

The Student Concerns Forum which was held Nov. 18 
gave College of the Mainland students the opportunity to 
speak directly with COM President Larry L. Stanley. Dean 
Henry Pope and Acting Dean Alex Pratt. However, the 
forum had a minimal student turnout. 

COM student Rosanne Gorny was concernei:1 that the 
picnic benches located outside the Leaming Resources 
Center are not accessible to the handicapped. She asked 
whether one of the benches could be cut away to make 
way for Wheelchairs. The administrators said they would 
look into it. 

Gorny also said she had applied to the college through 
thC mail, and when she came to have her ID picture taken, 
she faced a delay because tbe machine must take two sepa
rate pictui'es before they can be removed. She had to wait 
until another person had a picture made before she could 
receive her ID. She asked if something could be done to 
eliminate the delay. Dean Pope answered that if the ID 
needed to be presented at the library, or some other de· 
partment. the staff would recognize that her picture would 
be coming and would ma\e allowances until ·she could 
present it ' 

Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs and Student Ac
tivities coordinator, said a new system is in the works but 
that even a sticker or decal would need to be handed to 
the student personally. Under the new system the picture 
will be valid for one year, but not any longer because the 
ID could become ragged. Once the ID is entered into the 
computer it would be validated every other semester, 
which would make the process quicker. 

Nathan Chemnecke, who is a veteran of the U.S. armed 

• 

forces, questioned the competence of the Student Finan
cial Aid staff whose help he needed to obtain his benefits. 
He said he qualified under the Anny College Fund, a part 
of the GI Bill of Rights, but the clerks had no idea what 
he was talking about. He said he should have been re
ceiving $800 a month for IO hours of credit. He was tak
ing 13 hours but only qualified for $600. After attempting 
to resolve his problem through the Financial Aid Office, 
he went to a counselor who advised him to change his 

- degree plan which corrected the situation; however, as of 
Nov. 18, he still is receiving only $600 a month because 
the government is so slow in adjusting his benefits. 

"I am using this money to live on," Chemnecke said, 
"If I had been given this advice in the beginning, I would 
have been receiving $800 for the past thi1:e months, in
stead I'm still waiting. The Financial Aid personnel are 
the veterans' financial representati'o!es, responsible to help 
the veterans enrolling in college; they should know." 

COM Police Academy student Bennie Boles, said he 
feels the academy educatioA is OK, but questioned the 
physical aspect of the program because he felt it wasn't 
adequate. He wanted to know who is responsible for this 
training. Dr. Pope asked the cadet to make an appoint
ment with him to discuss the question. 

Romona Ervin, SAB treasurer, presented a list of CQm
ments and concerns to the forum panel. The list had been 
compiled from students who were present at the previous 
forum which was canceled because President Stanley was 
not available. 

Another concern regarded college parking lot repair. 
Parking Lot A, which faces Amburn Road, is scheduled 
to be repaired in September 2000. "We will attempt to 
patch the potholes until then," Dean Pope stated. Work 
could cost $100,(M){) per section. 
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News/Features 

Noted sociologists talks 
on healing by humor 
By ELIAS DE IA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

Take a "poor black girl" out of the slums, give her an 
education and what do you have? Black, beautiful and 
brilliant is the best way to describe Dr. Bertice Berry. 

Add humor to the list of traits and you have a dynami
cally funny, yet poignant lecturer. Dr. Berry's "Humor and 
Music for Healing" lecture was the last of the four fall 
lecture series on Body, Mind, Spirit: Healing Through the 
Arts presented by Galveston College. 

Dr. Berry received her doctorate in sociology at age 26. 
She graduated magna cum laude from the University of 
Florida at Jacksonville. She spoke to faculty, staff, stu
dents and members of the Galveston community about 
humor and music (songs) as healing tools for individual 
and collective social problems. 

"You need to have one good gut-wrenching laugh a 
day," she said, as she dished out a healthy dose of banter 
to the standing-room-only audience in the Galveston Col
lege Performing Arts Auditorium Nov. 17, which holds 
approximately 150 people. 

Dr. Berry opened her lecture by singing an inspiring 
African-American gospel song. She talked about how 
from the beginning she has used humor as part of the arts 
in healing. "If you touch a person's emotions while you 
teach them, you can reach them better." She also talked 
about society as a whole taking responsibility for its own 
problems. 

HCr Lecture addressed such social problems as racism 
and the Columbine High School massacre. 

Dr: Berry said she cares for her sister's children. Her 
sistc;r is a crack cocaine abu:.er. "Wt:. a" itll directly or 
indirectly responsible for my sister's cocaine problem," 
she said to the audience who seemed to understand and 
agree with her statement. 

Using jokes and poignant phrases, she spoke to the au
dience about social problems dealing with adult and 
children's roles in contemporary society. "It takes a vil
lage to raise a child," she said, "but we can't raise a healthy· 
child if the village is sick." 

Dr. Berry said in order to change the child we need to 
- change the adult. "Some of the symptoms that the village 

is sick are evident when the child starts to take on the 
roles of the adult." She spoke about her own family and 

Dr. Carlisle B. Rathbum Ill, president of Galveston College talkl with Dr. Bertlce Berry after her lecture "Humor 
and Music for Haallng." Thia WH the last lecture In the loll Mrlea on Body, Mind and Spirit: HHllng Through Ill• 
Arta. "You touched my aoul," Dr. Rathbum said to Dr. Berry. (Photo by Ellao de la <:erda Jr.) 

some of the challenges her teen-aged children face. 
With a string of one-liners., such as "I don't drink. l 'm 

a woman in the land of the brave and the free. ( don't 
need any more illusions, v she conveyed to the audience 
the powerful message that our attitudes as a society must 
change in order for us '° hflve peace. She also placed the 
responsibility of looking after tht welfare of children on 
all adults. "Take care of the children," she said. "Just be
cause they are not yours, does not mean they don't be
long to yOU." 

"The chains on our wrists are not as strong as the chains 
on our minds," she said. 

Dr. Berry gaye a compelling message to an audience 
moved to both laughter and tears about how those who 
serve also are those in _charge. She told stories about h~r 
childhood when her mother provided all the basic needs 
such as cooking and cleaning and also was in charge of 

her children's spiritual well-being. The message was 
clearly directed to those in leadership positions. 

"Very often your job is to make the way, not get in the 
way," she said. 

Di. Berry closed her lecture by singing "Redemption," 
a song by Bob Marley and the Wailers. Many in the audi
ence sang along. 

Her latest book Redemption Song which will be out in 
January is a love story that talks about understanding one's 
history and about reading books and how they can influ
ence a person's life. 

Dale Taylor, Galveston College English instructor co
. ordinated and handled all the major planning for the se

ries. "Tbis particular lecture was designed fo wrap up the 
sei'ies," Taylor said. Her lecture put the concept of heal
ing the mind, body and spirit through humor and music in 
perspective. 

Adjunct biology Professor Wilde will be full time in spring 

After teaching aa an adjunct lnatructorthla fall, Shawn 
Barwick Wlkte will beco~ a full-time biology profe1-
aor In aprtng. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

By MATI TASLER 
Staff Reporter 

Shawn Barwick Wilde, a Dew biology Professor, came 
to College of the Mainland in the fall ind will become 
full-time this spring. 

Wilde was born and raised in Charlotte, N.C., but moved 
from Charlotte to Temple in January 1997. 

While living in Temple, Wilde worked on a postdoctoral 
fellowship at the clinical campus ofTexasA&M College 
of Medicine in the psychiatry and behavioral science de
partment. She also taught neurochemistry and psychop
hannacology at Texas A&M. 

During this timt: she was an adjunct faculty member at 
McLennap Community College in Waco and Temple Col
lege in Temple. She taught Anatomy and Physiology I 
and U at both colleges. She also taught Introduction to 
Pharmacology at McLennan. 

"I ibsolutely Jove teaching here," she says. '"COM is a 
wonderful place to teach" because "it is student oriented." 
She added, "I like community college teaching better be
cause it allows for more interaction with students." 

Wilde was in graduate school in North Carolina when 
she met her husband Jim. He was not in school at the time 1 

but was working on a fellowship. They were married in 
North Carolina in August 1998. She joined him in 

' 
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Galveston in January. 
Her husband has a doctorate in phannacology and toxi

cology and currently is involved in asthma re~arch stud
ies in the Allergy and Immunology division at the Uni
versity of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston. 

Since moving to the Galveston area, Wilde has taught 
as an adjunct professor at Galveston College, San Jacinto 
College-South and COM. • 

During the spring and fall semesters of this year she 
taught at COM and San Jacinto-South. She also taught at 
Galveston College during the summer. 

As a full-time COM faculty member, she will teach 
General Biology 1408 in spring. 

Wilde enjoys spending time with her husband and their 
11-month-old puppy Frodo al the beach. 

Wilde is interested in medic,d research and enjoys read
ing about new medical breakthroughs published in medi
cal journals. 

In her spare time, she enjoys watching videos and go
ing to the movies. Some of her favorite movies are For· 
est Gwnp, Sleepy Hollow and the Star Trek series. She is 
currently working on completing her collection of Disney 
movies. She enjoys COM and looks forward to becom
ing a full-time professor. 

Wilde stated that she takes pride in her teaching skills 
because "cultivating interests in students is a lot of fun." 
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Baker, new professor 
at COM cosmetology 
By JOYCE CAULEY 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland cosmetology department 
has gained a new professor. 

Elaine Baker came to COM as an adjunct instructor in 
January and was offered a full-time teaching position be
ginning this fall. 

A native Houstonian, Baker grew up in the Gulfgate 
area in southeast Houston, the youngest of three children. 

"Being the only girl and the baby in the family, you 
could say I was a little spoiled," Baker said, laughing. 

After graduating from Jesse H. Jones High School in 
1974, she was unsure about what she wanted to do about 
her future; she wasn't interested in college at that time. 

"l became a hairdresser quite by accident," Baker said. 
"I always had a talent for doing my own hair and some of 
my friends were going to beauty college, so I decided to 
join t~em. It was really a fluke." 

She studied cosmetology at DeLynn's Beauty College 
in Houston and became a hairdresser in 1977. 

The slender, dark,:haired Baker owned and managed her 
own hair salon, Hair Effects, in Bellaire for 18 years. 

During this time she began to think seriously about a 
college education and about teaching. After careful con
sideration, she sold her business in 1996 and later enrolled 
at San Jacinto College to study for her instructor's certifi
cate. 

"Prior to teaching at COM, I was an educator at a com
pany called K.M.S., which manufactures hair products," 
she said. 

Baker teaches Mondays through Fridays, 8:30 a.fl. to 
3:30 p.m., which includes both morning and afternoon 
theory classes. Her client days are Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays, 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Client days give the studerits an opportunity to practice 
their skills under the watchful eye of one of the ins.tnic
tors. Students must have 500 actual hours of training, 
which includes theory classes and working on mannequins, 
prior to working with clients. 

laterCOM, Degmber 1'99. Pm 5 

Elaine Baker, COM'1 now coarnetology proluoor, looks on wllllo • atudont works on a client at the Coametology 
Lab located In the Appomattox Square acrosa. the atrHt from the Texas City campus. Baker was an adlunct 
lnatructor from January to August. (Photo by Ellaa do la Cerda Jr.) 

The cosmetology building is located in Appomattox 
Square across the street from the college campus on 
Amburn Road. 

Some of COM's employees and students as well as the 
public are among the clients who take advantage of the 
department's full line of services, which includes hair
cuts, perms and hair coloring as well as manicures, pedi
cures and sculptured nails. 

Weaving her way through the busy salon monitoring 
procedures, Baker has a friendly manner and an infec-
tious smile for both clients and stu~nts. ' 

In addition to teaching, Bakei also attends evening 
classes at COM pursuing an associate.of arts degree. She 
acknowledges it will take her several years to complete 
her degree because of other priorities, which include her 

family and their activities. 
Baker lives in Alvin on 25 acres of land with her hus

band, Kerry, her 14-year-old son, Ryari, six dogs and two 
cats. "With 25 acres. there .. , plenty of room for animals," 
Baker said. 

~ 

She likes to attend her son's schobl and sports activi-
ties and is active in the youth group at her church. 

In her spare time, Bak.er enjoys working on photo al
bums, craft projects and reading Christian novels. 

When asked what she plans to do after she receives her 
1legree, '"!laker !!~shed a quick sniile aiid' slaleil emphad
cally, "(I plan to) stay right here." 

For information about the cosmetology lab services or 
to make an appointment, call (409) 938-8607-or (409) 
938-1211 or toll free I (888) 258-5589, Ext. 480. 

COM students voice their concerns to administrators Nov. 18 

Bennie BolH, a COM Police Academy cadet, addressee 
the Student Concerns Forum Thursday, Nov. 18, dur
ing CoUege Hour. Hie concern Is over the quality of the 
physical training at the academy. Boles Is satisfied 
with the lecture portion of the program. He directs 
comment& to Dr. Henry Pope, dean of College and 
Financial Services. (Photo by Ellas de la Cerda Jr.) 
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BY PAT WHEELER 
Slaff Reporter 

The Student Concerns Forum which was held Nov. 18 
gave College of the Mainland students the opportunity to 
speak directly with COM President Larry L. Stanley. Dean 
Henry Pope and Acting Dean Alex Pratt. However, the 
forum had a minimal student turnout. 

COM student Rosanne Gorny was concernei:1 that the 
picnic benches located outside the Leaming Resources 
Center are not accessible to the handicapped. She asked 
whether one of the benches could be cut away to make 
way for Wheelchairs. The administrators said they would 
look into it. 

Gorny also said she had applied to the college through 
thC mail, and when she came to have her ID picture taken, 
she faced a delay because tbe machine must take two sepa
rate pictui'es before they can be removed. She had to wait 
until another person had a picture made before she could 
receive her ID. She asked if something could be done to 
eliminate the delay. Dean Pope answered that if the ID 
needed to be presented at the library, or some other de· 
partment. the staff would recognize that her picture would 
be coming and would ma\e allowances until ·she could 
present it ' 

Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs and Student Ac
tivities coordinator, said a new system is in the works but 
that even a sticker or decal would need to be handed to 
the student personally. Under the new system the picture 
will be valid for one year, but not any longer because the 
ID could become ragged. Once the ID is entered into the 
computer it would be validated every other semester, 
which would make the process quicker. 

Nathan Chemnecke, who is a veteran of the U.S. armed 

• 

forces, questioned the competence of the Student Finan
cial Aid staff whose help he needed to obtain his benefits. 
He said he qualified under the Anny College Fund, a part 
of the GI Bill of Rights, but the clerks had no idea what 
he was talking about. He said he should have been re
ceiving $800 a month for IO hours of credit. He was tak
ing 13 hours but only qualified for $600. After attempting 
to resolve his problem through the Financial Aid Office, 
he went to a counselor who advised him to change his 

- degree plan which corrected the situation; however, as of 
Nov. 18, he still is receiving only $600 a month because 
the government is so slow in adjusting his benefits. 

"I am using this money to live on," Chemnecke said, 
"If I had been given this advice in the beginning, I would 
have been receiving $800 for the past thi1:e months, in
stead I'm still waiting. The Financial Aid personnel are 
the veterans' financial representati'o!es, responsible to help 
the veterans enrolling in college; they should know." 

COM Police Academy student Bennie Boles, said he 
feels the academy educatioA is OK, but questioned the 
physical aspect of the program because he felt it wasn't 
adequate. He wanted to know who is responsible for this 
training. Dr. Pope asked the cadet to make an appoint
ment with him to discuss the question. 

Romona Ervin, SAB treasurer, presented a list of CQm
ments and concerns to the forum panel. The list had been 
compiled from students who were present at the previous 
forum which was canceled because President Stanley was 
not available. 

Another concern regarded college parking lot repair. 
Parking Lot A, which faces Amburn Road, is scheduled 
to be repaired in September 2000. "We will attempt to 
patch the potholes until then," Dean Pope stated. Work 
could cost $100,(M){) per section. 
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Sports/Campus Life 

Maryann Urick, coordinator of Recreational Programs and Student Activities, relates her Czechoslovakian 
heritage at the Multt--Cultural Lunch Fest. Participants from as many as nine different countries brought food 
representing their ethnic cultures. (Photo by EIJaa de _la Cerda Jr.} 

Luncheon celebrates ethnic diversity at COM 
By MATT TASLER 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board, 
Students fQr Christ, the Organization,of,Afrjcan·Ameri
can Culture and the COM Amigos sponsored a Multi-Cul
tural Lunch Fest to share their cultures on Tuesday, Nov. 
16, during College Hour in the Sun Room of the S_tudent 
Center. 

Students, staff and faculty brought a wide variety of 
foods representing their cul~ures for everyone to enjoy. 
The menu included enchiladas, sauerkraut and sausage, 
red beans and rice, pies, cakes, puddings and fresh fruit. 

The lunch fest attracted students from a wide array of 
backgrounds. Descendants from Africa, Czechoslovakia, 
Germany, Honduras, Ireland, Japan, Mexico and Puerto 
Rico spoke about their heritage during the luncheon. 

The Student Center was decorated with U.S. and Mexi
can flags. Maps of other countries were displayed on the 
walls, 

Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs and Student 
Activities coordinator, said: ··1 thought the program went 
very well. It was more successful because it was co-spon-

sored by the SAB, Students for Christ, OAAC and the 
COM Amigos." 

"My mother came from Czechoslovakia when she was 
12. Her family got out of Czechoslovakia right before 
}litler,came-in;"·Uriok 5etd. 

Her mother "endured harder times than I'll ever know," 
Urick said. Her grandfather had left his family behind in 
Czechoslovakia to come to the United Stales in order to 
make enough money to bring the rest of his family over. 
Urick's mother "had to play the mother role as the oldest 
of her siblings, while my grandmother took a job in 
Czechoslovakia." 

Urick's father's family al~ is of Czechoslovakian de
scent. Her grandfather settled in the Chicago area, where 
there was a large scltlement of Czechoslovakians. 

Most of the participants at .the luncheon stood up and 
discussed their heritage and noted the differences between 
the various cultures represented at COM. 

Studint organizations at the college strive toward 
scheduling .more events like the Multi-Cultural Lunch 
Fest, so that students .have the opportunity to learn more 

. about the world they live in and the people that they in
teract with every day. 

December rich array of holiday feasts 
By JOYCE CAULEY 
Staff Reporter 

December is a cornucopia of holiday feasts and special 
times of celebrations which includes Hanukkah, Christ
mas and Kwanua. Many feasts honor great leaders, saints 
or gods. Others celebrate the beginning of a year or the 
anniversary of a historical event. The diversity of the 
American people is never rhore evident than at this time 
of the year. 

The Jewish Feast of Lights-Hanukkah is celebrated OJ.1 
Dec. 4 this year. Hanukkah is a Hebrew word and means 
dedication. The Hanukkah holiday celebrates the Jewish 
victory of the Macabees over the Syria!JS in 165 B.C. and 
begins on the eve of the 25th day of the Hebrew month of 
Kislev and lasts eight days. 

On the first evening of Hanukkah, one candle is lighted 
in a special eight-branched candelabrum called a 
"menorah." Beginning on the second evening. one candle 
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is added every night until the total reaches eight on the 
last night. 

The significance of the eight candles refers to the one 
small cruse (an earthen bottle) of oil that the Jews found 
when they cleansed lhe Temple of Syrian idols after de
feating the Syrian tyrant, Antiochus IV. The oil from the 
one bottle miniculously provided oil for eight days. 

For most Christians, the important festivals recall ma
jor events in the life of Jesus Christ. They celebrate the 
birth of Jesus on Dec. 25. For some Christians the seasoQ 
begins with Advent, a four-week period during which they 
prepare for the celebration of Christmas. Many people 
display Christmas trees and some set up Nativity scenes. 
Today most adorn their houses and yards with colored 
lights. 

The Christmas tree was brought to America by the Ger
mans in the 18th century. The Dutch who s~ttled in New 
York in the 17th century brought St. Nicholas, as Santa 

See K waozaa Page 7 

Illegal hits have no 
place in pro football 

Roughing the passer is a penalty that referees have 
had to call far too frequently during professional football 
games in recent years. 

On any given Sunday or Monday, football players run 
the risk of permanent injury,due to the severity of 
contact during the course of a typical game. Ca.'ies where 
players suffer injuries due to unnecessary roughness 
should be addressed by the commissioner's office of the 
National Football League. Rules should be in place to 
protect players' livelihoods and their futures. 

In some cases players are paralyzed due to contact 
that is totally unintentional. Dennis Byrd of the New 
York Jets was hit on the back of his neck by his team
mate. Both were diving to tackle an opposing ball 
carrier, and Byrd broke his neck when he was struck by 
the helmet of his fellow defensive lineman. He lay 
motionless on the field for several minute;, while the 
training staff worked to stabilize his head and neck. 
Byrd undCrwent an intense rehabilitation process lo 
enable him to walk again, yet was unable to continue his 
playing career. A few years after his injury, Byrd was 
able to walk onto the field at the Jets' home stadium 
where fans greeted him with a standing ovation. 

Quarterbacks are ex~ to greater punishment 
during the course of a game than athletes in: most other 
sports. They are consistently knocked down after 
releasing the ball. Defensive players are so big and 
strong that when theY, hit a quarterbackf he gets hurt. 

In the NF.L this year, Troy Aikman and Steve Young 
hlfve both suffered major concussions. 

Since t-996 Young has suffered four concussions and 
Young's team, the San Francisco 49ers, may not want 
him back due to his risk of reinjury. His coaches, doctors 
and family have urged him to consider retiring, since he 
is 38 years old. However, Young has stated that "retire
ment is not an option," He plans to make a full recovery 
and return in 2(X)(), if not later this season. 

One way for the league to prevent possible injuries to 
its players is to mandate an automatic ejection from the 
game, a suspension from further games and a fine for 
anyone making a late hit. ls a 15-yard penalty really a 
punishment when the team is ahead 35-0? I don ' t think 
so! If a player knows he will be hit with an ejection, a 
suspension and a siuble fine ($100,(K)()J, he may think 
twice before laying out a vulnerable quarterback. 

Linebacker Bill Romanowski of the Denver Broncos 
has been accused of being "the dirtiest player in the 
game." He has been fined numerous times by the league, 
yet he still pla'ys "dirty,"· Had.he ever been ejected, 
suspended and fined, he might not have played dirty 
again. What does a $10,000 fine mean to a player 
making millions? . 

The NFL has laid down the law in receot ye_ars. The 
leagu~ has instituted a "see ~hat you hit" policy.for 
defensive players. This policy states that "a player must 
not tackle another player with the crown (top) of the 
helmet." This protection is enforced so the defensive 
player doesn't suffer a spinal injury. But can rules re:rlly 
protect the victim of a hit? 

Head and spinal injuries are just an illegal _hit away. 
The only preventative rneasurS! to ensure the players 

are cognizant of the dangers involved is to penalize 
violators severely. 

We always knew that football was a contact sport, but 
did we know it could also be detrimental to the player's 
life after his career is over? 
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Join the InterCOM team 
By KAREN ODOM 
Staff Reporter 

What's behind the headline? 
Learn what it takes to write a good story, how to get the 

facts and get your message across. Enroll now in College 
of the Mainland's introductory journalism course COMM 
2311.01. This is more than just a lecture course. You get 
hands-on experience putting a newspaper together from 
beginning to end. Take this opportunity to work as a real 
staff reporter on the student newspaper and see your by~ 
line in print. 

This course is open to anyone. If you are up to some 
tough but rewarding work and would like to be a member 
of a newspaper team, this course will challenge you. 

News Gathering & Writing I, COMM 2311.01, the class 
meets Mondays and Wednesdays at 12:30-3:20 p.m. Con
current enrollment in the production lab COMM 1129.01 
required. (Production Lab is time spent working on the 
paper and has no set schedule.) AU credit earned is fully 
transferable to a university. 

For more information call journalism Professor Astrid 
H. Lowery, at College of the Mainland (409) 938-1211, 
or toll free "I (88B) 258-8859, Ext. 314, or e-mail 
<alowery@mail.mainland.cc.tx.us>. 

Toddler found after police chase through Texas City 
Continued from Page 1 

still, in Parking Lot B. "I signaled for him to come toward 
me and he got in his vehicle and fled," Green said. 

As Brown took off in his white '99 Dodge four-wheel
drive vehicle, Green ran to his patrol car that was parked 
in frQnt of the Administration Building. He made a U
turn and stopped long enough to pick up Jones which is 
nonnal procedure. " I was notgo_u;)g to apprehend.him by 
myself," Green said. , 

Brown had about a three-minute head start out of the 
parking lot. "The chase took about 10 minutes," Green 
said. 

The chase, which began on Amburn Road, took them 
through several streets with Brown speeding and at times 
cutting off other drivers and driving off the road. 

"He was driving recklessly," Jones said. 
The two officers managed to remain calm during the 

chase so as ~ot to endanger other drivers. "1 did not fol-

low him so close to cause him to endanger himself," Green 
said, maintaining that he kept close enough not to lose 
Brown, yet not so close as to cause him to put other lives 
in danger. 

The chase ended at Interstate 45 and Delaney Road. 
"He just drove across from the left lane to the shoulder, 
pulled over and stopped on the shoulder," Green said. 
· Jone! Mld·Greert took up:~iorrbefrind Brown's ,, 
vehicle. They instructed him to throw the car keyi.:-out of 
his window; then Jones apprehended him with no further 
resistance. "He complied with all our commands," Jones 
said. 

Once they had Brown in custody the officers found a 
surprise in Brown's vehicle, The Browns' 18-month-old 
baby was secured in a car seat. 

·areen and Jones remained at the scene until Mrs. Brown 
came to recover the toddler. "Where is my baby," she 
said when she arrived at the site. 

Mrs. Brown asked to talk to her husband, ~dnd Green 
approved. But Brown was not interested in talking to her. 
"Get away from me," he yelled at his wife. 

Brown was taken into custody and transported to CO M's 
police station for processing, and then was transferred to 
the Galveston County Jail where he was held in a medical 
unit and later moved to a regular detention block. He was 
dtatged with -making· tem,ristie ·\htelttNnd e? + ading' a~· 
rest, both class .. B" misdemeanors. Bond was set at $500 
for each offense. A court date is stilf pending. 

The actions of the COM police officers in neutralizing 
the situation was exemplary. They did everything "by the 
book." Thomas Dendy, COM Police Team leader, said: "I 
had informed our officers to keep alert around the Ad
ministration Building, especially during the holidays." 

It is reassuring to know that while this sort of thing can
not always be predicted, one can count on a steadfast, well
trained, COM police force to provide protc;ction. 

Counseling, career training,job placement available at COM 
ByMICIIAELNAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

One of the most overlooked services at College of the 
Mainland, is the Counseling, Testing and Job Placement 
Center located on the second floor of the Student Center. 
The center focuses on three areas of concern to students. 

Counselors, Leroy August arid Dr. Althea Choates, help 
COM students make career decisions through one-on-one 
discussions or career testing. They assist students with 
degree plans .and help them choose courses that transfer 
to,universities. The counselors also help students resolve 
personal issues that may interfere withscholasticperf~r

:1 mance. 
The center also administers Various tests to students. 

The Appraisal, CLEP, Credit by Examination and GED 
tests are offered. All new students must take the appraisal 
test, called the Accuplacer, to enroll at COM. Accuplacer 
also may be used as a TASP alternative. 

The appraisal test determines students' skill levels and 
helps determine which classes, such as developmental 
reading, writing or math, students need. 

The CLEP test is a nationally administered test that of
fers students the opportunity to receive credit for a course 
that is transferrable to any college. 
· Credit by Examination allows students to test for COM 
credits which are not necessarily transferrable but may 
be needed for a certain field of study. 

• 

GED tests also are administered in the Counseling Cen
ter. Students can enroll at COM before completing their 
GED tests as long as they finish their tests before the end 
of the seinester in which they participate. 

Students enrolled in the COM distance education 
classes held in conjunction with Galveston College may 
take their tests in the COM counseling center. The testing 
center also offers correspondence tesis, the national nurs
ing exam, and trade and licensing ce~ification. 

The GED, CLEP and Credit by Examination tests are 
available by appointment only. All other tests are avail· 
able to students by walk-in Monday through Thursday 
beginning a! 9, a.m. 

Job plaCCmenf"offers a service that assists students in 
finding part-time and full-time employment," August said. 
Community members not attending COM also may use 
the job placement seJYice. Prospective applicants must 
register with the ceriter and submit a resume. The resume 
then is sent to local businesses who, if interested in the 
applicant, will contact job placement. Job placement then 
contacts the applicants. 

The Counseling, Testing and Job Placement Center also 
houses two other services useful to students. 

The Univ.ersity Transfer Center has information for 
inost Texas universities. Catalogs, transfer information, 
general information and video tours are available for stu
dent use. 

The Career Library also located in the Student Center 

• 
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contains videos, audio tapes, pamphlets, magazines and 
variom, other printed media describing career choices 
available to students. Students can access occupational 
briefs which are concise booklets detailing their desired 
fielcl. Theibriefs are organized in a file cabinet in a nu
merical system that is accessed by a booklet contalfiing a 
list of occupations and. code numbers corresponding to 
them. 

Both the University.Transfer Center and the Career Li
brary have computers with two interactive programs, Guid
ance Information System and Career Ware: Choices. These 
programs aid students with career and ·college choices. 
The programs have access to college locations and pro
grams, such as scholastics and financial aid, offered any
where in the United States. The programs also help stu- · 
dents choose a-field of study. 

The services-are designed to help students accurately 
assess their academic, career and vocational goals to help 
them better decide on a career plan. . 

Counseling, Testing and Job Placemeµt hours are Mon
days 8 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.; Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8 a.m. 
to 7 p.m.; and Wednesdays and Fridays, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

For more information, contact the center at (409) 938-
1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 287 for August 
and Ext. 320 for Dr. Choates. For testing contact Rose 
Minor, testing coordinator, at Ext. 324 or Bea Samuels, 
assistant examiner, at Ext. 568. For job placement contact 
Babette Jammer at Ext. 399. 
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Editorials/News 

Fabian Sifuentes (standing) acts as the master of ceremonies at the Christmas Carol-off contest during the 
Holl day Party held-Dec. 2 In the Student Center during College Hour. Contest winners are (front) MelcraShJa 
Pattewat, Tequalla Barker, (back) Tamara Gordon, Naomi Grimaldo and Denise Steen. They performed 
several carols but won the contest with an lmpromtu rendition of "I'll be home for Christmas." A mem
ber of another group, Crystal Callis, Is at far left. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 

Writer: students not using campus services 
Dear lnterCOM Editor, 

The Student Activities Board, a student organization at 
College of the Mainland, organizes events for students 
on campus. Our budget, as well as other student organi
zations' budgets, is taken from fees paid by all credit stu
dents at registration ,. These student fees can be looked 
upon as taxes because, like taxes. you are going to h.ave 
to pay them. When it comes to taxes, everyone wants some 
sort of representation when it comes to where all of this 
money goes. If you look at the student fees that you have 
to pay, as you would look at taxes, you. might start won
dering where all that money is going. You would be sur
prised how many people do not wonder about this. This 
leads to a question that is very hard to answer. Why are 
more students not taking advantage of the activities and 
services provided by the various student organizations 
on campus? 

I cannot speak for other organizations' meeting times; 
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however, the Student Activities Board meets every Tues
day during College Hour. 'the meeling is held during Col
lege Hour because there are no classes in session during 
that time. The Tuesday meeting is canceled only when an 
SAB-sponsored event occurs at the same lime. Attempts 
have been made to have meetings at night for night stu
dents. Unfortu.natc;iY, tbSJ baye beel\Mnsuccessful i; These 
meetings are open to all credit students. If you want your 

. voice to be heard concerning the allocation of your stu
dent fees, this is your chance. There are scholarship op
portunities available for participation in SAB. 

If you cannot make the meetings, you can still enjoy 
the events we sponsor. We recently had a national ven
triloquist come to our campus t6 perform free for students. 
There is usually one party a month, during College Hour, 
where we offer free food and drinks. We always have music 
at these parties. If you are not thrilled with 'the food, you 
can always stay for the music. For night students, we of
fer free coffee and snacks once a month. If there is a par
ticul~r event you wanl, let a member of SAB know about 
it. We are always looking for new ideas and new faces. 

Fabian Sifuentes 
.Student Activities Board president 

Letters to the Editor policy: lnterCOM welcomes all 
letters. Make letters brief and to the point including a 
name and doytime telephone number for verification. We 
reserve thr right to edit all letlers for length, gramnuJr, 
spelling and libelous content. Leners to the Editor will 
be printed on a space-available basis. letters may also 
be sent via e-mail to <lntercom_Editor@hotmailcom>. 
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Education, not religion 
school's responsibility 

1 \/-t)i- ~..,., 

As we stand on the threshold of the new millennium, 
religious groups converge to a common battle ground: 

. . 
pubhc schools. 

When public schools are turned into an arena for reli
gious debate, the quality of education suffers. 

Presently public schools arc having difficulty meeting 
the challenge of carrying out their primary responsibili
ties: to provide quality education and to create in the young 
citizens the cognition of the value of education. 

Historically, religious groups reach a point of near hys
teria during transitional periods suCh as the millennium. 

Public schools are targeted by religious groups because 
schools are the ideal places to influence social attitudes. 

Emerging into the public school religion-debate arena 
are not only the traditional American Christia~ groups, 
but also more peculiar groups out of a multicultural soci
ety. The possibilities are alarming. 

Some of these groups may practice rituals which are 
not compatible with our country's basic moral concepts 
and if not careful, the schools could become a circus for 
ritualistic performers. 

If one group is allowed to praclice religious rituals 
(Bible reading is ritualistic in nature), then, by law, all
other groups would be allowed to practice their faith re
gardless of how farfetched these rituals may appear to the 
more OOnkr Urtve-Chrfstians. - ~ 

To allow prayer in public schools would be to give in 
to the Christian zealots, .that while professing to seek 
equality, will impose control over the spiritual growth of 
our yout~. 

Religion often has a tunnel-vision effec;t on some be
lievers. Each group believes it holds the truth and that 
everyone else is wrong. 

Throughout history, many atrocities have been carried 
out around the world in the name of religion. Christianity 
has been relentless in its effoi;t to Christianize our gov
ernment. Introducing prayer and Bible reading in public 
schools would be a major step toward this goal. 

The founders of the American republic were eager to 
protect it from the conflict that made Europe a killing 
ground for centuries. Consider the inhumanities carried 
out by the Pilgrims on the natives of this continent. 

" ... our civil rights have no dependence on our religious 
opinions anymore than our opinions in physics or gCOm
etry," Thomas Jefferson wrote in 1776. 

Allowing a religious group. such as Christians to prac
tice their faith in public schools would create a stampede 
from all other religious groups that have been waiting for 
the opportunity to r~ruit new members. 

To ensure CO?}plete detachment from religious dogma 
and rituals, public schools could include comparative re
ligion and philosophy as pan of the curricula. 

Extremists will dis11ute the validity of such an approach, 
but what better Way to avert flare-ups than to teach reli

- gion in schools with a more objective focus than it is pres
ently viewed by a few narrow-minded individuals. 

Understanding the powerful _influence that religiori has 
on human lives is imperative in harnessing this power to 
prevent mass corruption. This kind of power can be greatly 
destructive in the wrong hands. Would you have liked for 
David Koresh to lead your school in prayer? 

Religious beliefs belong in special places: churches. 
Religion has not demonstrated a benefit to mankind in 

any other way than to create controversy and conflict in 
societies. Our schools are already plagued with too many 
social problems. To add religion to the equation would be 
to compound these problems. 
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Kwanzaa celebration 
ends New Year's Day 
Continued from Page 6 ----------
Claus was called, at that time to America. 

The tradition of decorating trees in the home and send
ing greeting cards became popular in the 1800s. M;my 
well-known Christmas carols were composed during this 
period. The extravagant commercialization of the Christ
mas season became popular during the late 1980s. 

In many parts of the United States, various ethnic groups 
observe Christmas by combining the customs of their an
cestors; Spanish traditions are popular in the southwest
ern United States while some African Am~ricans Com
bine Christmas with Kwanzaa. 

Kwanzaa is the traditional African festival of the har
vest of the first crops. It lasts seven days, from Dec. 26 
through Jan. 1. The word Kwanzaa is from a phrase which 
means "first fruits" in Swahili, an East African language. 

The holiday was developed in 1966 in the United States 
by Maulana Karenga, a professor of Pan-African studies 
and a black cultural leader. It combines traditional Afri
can practices with African-American aspirations and ide
als. The holiday Centers around the "Nguzo Saba," seven 
principles of African-American culture that were devel
oped by Karenga. These principles are "Umoja" (unity), 
"Kujichagulia" (self-determination), "Ujima" (collective 
work and responsibility), "Ujamaa" (cooperative econom
ics), "Nia" (purpose), "Kuumba" (creativity) and "lmani" 
(faith). 

Each day of Kwanzaa is dedicated to one of the seven 
principles. Family members light Qne of the seven candles 
in the "kinara" (candle holder) each ev1:ning and discuss 
the principle for the day. The community gathers for a 
feast called "karamu" near the end of the holiday. Tradi
tional African food, ceremonies honoring ancestors. as
sessments of the old year and commitments for the new 
year are featured at a typical karamu. - ~ .- -,- ......... --

Ediler ~ Note: Sources of information were Christmas the 
World Over by Daniel J. Foley; "Hanukka, Christmas, 
and Kwanzaa,"World Book Online <http:// 
www.worldbookonline.com> 

COM ranks high on 
TASP retest scores· 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mairiland ranked first of the 11 commu
nity colleges in the Texas Gulf Coast Consortium on writ
ing skills and fourth in reading skills on the students' sec
ond attempt of taking the Texas Academic Skills Program 
test. 

According to a report prepared in August by Lee Col
lege in Baytown on The Effectiveness of Developmental 
Education, first-time in-college freshmen were tracked for 
two years beginning with the summer and fall semesters. 

The report shows COM as having 62.73 percent more 
students passing the TASP writing skills test on the sec
ond time after the students participated in a developmen
tal education course. COM's reading skills passing aver
age increased by 46.07 percent. 

Lee College has the lowest average score gain of 51. 76 
percent. COM ranked 10th in passing gains in the second 
attempt on math tests. 

To enroll in English 1301, first-time in-college students 
must score a minimum of 85.in the writing skills portion 
of the TASP and a minimum of 79 in the reading compre
hension portion of the test. Students who do not meet the 
minimum TASPrequirements must_ enroll in developmen
tal education courses. 

The Texas Gulf Coast Consortium consists of the fol
lowing 11 community colleges: Alvin, Brazosport, COM, 
Houston Community, Lee, North Harris-Montgomery 
Community College District, San Jacinto-Central, San 
Jacinto-North, San Jacinto-South and Wharto~. 
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Jerry and Shelly Ziegler, owners of Ziegler Foods in Dickinson, present a check to Mary Ann Amelang, left. director 
or the COM Foundation. Zlegler Foods will provide three $1,000 per year scholarships to grac:luates of Dickinson 
Hl~h School who enroll In vocatlonal, certificate or university transfer programs. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Dickinson grocer funds . scholarship 
Jerry and Shelly Ziegler, owners of Ziegler Foods gro

cery store in Dickinson, will provide three $1,000 per 
year scholarships to current year graduates of Dickinson 
High School. 

Mary Ann Amelang, director of COM resource devel
opment and executive director of the COM Foundation, 
received1ne ariooiinceincnt fronfthe-r1eglers-in October 

. ' 
and picked up the check at Ziegler's store. 

The COM SCholarships will be awarded beginning with 
the spring semester to Dickinson High School students 
who enroll in vocational, certificate or university transfer 
programs at the Texas City campus of COM. 

For more information call Amelang at (409) 938-1211 
or- toll free I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 508. 

Photographer inspired by Schindler's List 
Continued from Page 1----------

Two of Gould's photos also were accepted to the Third 
Annual Bay Area Photography Club Juried Exhibition at 
the Arts Alliance Center in Clear Lake. The exhibit fea
tured 39 local artists using black and white, color, sepia, 
graphically enhanced and etched photography. She won 
a merit award for her photo "Moment of Selr' which is 
another pose of her niece taken at the same time she took 
"Hesitant Chill." 

Gould, who was born in Galveston and grew up in Texas 
City, was first exposed to black and white photography 
as a journalism student in high school. She worked for 
The Sun, now the Texas City Sun, as an advertising as
sistant, where she got her start laying out ads and design
ing logos and cover sheets for businesses. She also took 
pictures of cars on car lots and houses for real estate. It 
was then that she first felt like a photographer .. However, 
it wasn't until she enrolled in the photography program 
at COM that she realized she had much fnore to learn. 
Gould says that the photography class has heightened her 
awareness of her surroundings and credits painting and 
photography professor Mon·a Marshall for being a great 
source of encouragement to her. 

Marshall introduced Go~ld to different types of works 
through photography class and class trips to art exhibits. 
There is always more to learn about photography," Gould 
said. 

She had always enjoyed taking pictures while on vaca
tion and then beeame interested in laking concert pic
turCs in color. She would sneak her camera into concerts 
to get pictures of her favorite singers. Once she attended 
a New Year's Eve concert and snagged a picture of Willie 
Nelson toasting her with a glass of champagne. She also 
snapped a picture of Lindsey Buckingham and Stevie 
Nicks while attending a Fleetwood Mac concert. 

One of her most bizarre pictures was of a friend .from 
Germany while they were at the top. the Empire State 

' 

Building. Her friend climbed up the guard wall of the 
building and poked her head through the rails. 

Gould first became interested in taking photos of ar
chitectural detail-this was convenient since she lives so 
close to Galveston. However, she never really liked pho
tographing people until she took "Hesitant Chill:'' 

Oliver Stone's film Schindler's list inspired her pho
tography because "it seems that in every scene. you could 
pause and get the perfect photo." 

Gould currently is enrolJed in Advanced Pro6Jems in 
Photography. She has taken a course· in design and a spe
cial topics class with Janet Hassinger, the COM art gal
lery director. In the special topics class, Hassinger showed 
Gould how an art gallery operates. "The class was only 
worth one credit (hour) but more than worth it." 

Gould has not yet decided her major. She plans to trans
fer to UHCL after a few more semesters at COM. 

"I always try to get the perfect picture, but if I can't, I 
make it up in the printing." Gouki said. "I don't know if 
I'll ever take that pi~re I'm looking for." 
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What's Happening 

Mii:anda Denise Adams holds her dog Sammy. A schol
arship Is being set up by the COM Foundation at tha 
request of her family to honor Adams, a former COM 
student; Sha was among the 12 -students killed at the 
Texas A&:M bonfire tragedy which also Injured 27 
others In College Station on Nov. 18. (Family photo) 

Scholarship dedicated 
in memory of Adams 
By JOYCE CAULEY 
Staff Reeorter 

Miranda Denise Adams graduated from Santa Fe High 
School in 1998 and attended COM last summer between 
her freshman and sophomore years at Texas A&M Uni· 
versity. She worked part time in the COM math lab while 
she attended the college. Adams was the cousin of two 
COM employees, Carol Casper who works in the Advise
ment Center and Karl Stager a COM accountant. 

COM Foundation Executive Director Mary Ann 
Amelang is asking the community to help raise $10,000 
to endow a named scholarship. Adams' family has asked 
that a scholarship be set up for health science majors since 
Adams was a biomedicine major "al Texas A&M. Anyone 
wanting to be a part of this "celebration of her life" may 
contribute to the scholarship. 

"Miranda brought tremendous joy to her family and all 
who knew her," Casper said. "The endowed scholarship 
fund is one way to celebrate her life and to keep her 
memory alive, as well as to offer students the opportunity 
to achieve their educational dreams." 

Contributions are tax-deductible and can be cash, check 
or credit card. Make checks payable to the COM Founda
tion, and write "Miranda Adams Scholarship" on it. Send 
it to College of the Mainland, 1200 Amburn Road, COM 
Foundation, Room A-159, Texas City, TX 77591-2499. 

For additional information contact Micah· Duckett at 
(409) 938-1211 ortoll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 508 or 
Mary AnnAm:lang al Ext. 557. 

Continuing Education benefit to community 
By PAT WHEELER 
Staff Reporter 

The differences between non-credit Continuing Edu-
cation courses and credit courses are surprising. · 

"Although both are regulated by the state, they are to
tally different from one another," said Chuck 
Buddenhagen, a member of the nine-member team which 
directs the Continuing Education program. 

Credit courses are taken to earn a degree, whereas non
credit courses are taken for fun, to gain knowledge with
out having to earn a grade or to fulfill requirements to 
further education without the need of grades. 

For the college, credit courses are a major investment 
because they entail hiring ' full-time faculty, buying ex
pensive equipment and providing adequate teaching space. 
Every course must also have the approval of the state. 

Continuing Education courses, on the other hand, are 
taught by adjunct faculty (experts in their field) and the 
teaching does not necessarily take place on the campus. 
II can be h11.ndled at an outside facility. In fact, COM op
erates 40 off-campus facilities. 

The rea$Qn Continuing Education has such a varied and 
interesting list of courses is that these need not be ap
proved by the state. The nine-member team decides which 
courses will be offered. 

Non-credit courses include cooking, exercising, yoga, 
embroidery and self-improvement. If a class doesn't fiH a 
need, it can be canceled because of the minimum invest
ment the· college has made. If the class does fill a need, it 
can be developed into a credit course. In this way the col
lege keeps in step with the community's current interests. 

The most obvious and important difference between 
credit and non-credit courses is that grades ate given for 
credit courses to show a student's progress toward a de
gree. Non-credit courseS are award~ continuing educa
tion units, which log the number of contact hours spent in 
training. Each CEU represents 10 hours·of participation. 

Many professionals, such as nurses, fire fighters, po
lice officers, emergency medical technicians and day care 
workers are required by law to maintain current knowl
edge in their field. COM fills this need by offering on-

• 

site training in hospitals or operating facilities, such as 
the oil, gas and chemical plants._ According to 
Buddenhagen, with an enrollment of 14,000 students an
nually, the Continuing Education program is a vital part 
of COM. 

The school districts in Galveston County benefit greatly 
from COM in several ways as well. 

The following high schools hold summer classes at 
COM: Dickinson, Hitchcock, La Mar(jue, Santa Fe and 
Texas City. As a result, each high school can avoid high 
electricity bills and a full complement of staff." The high 
schools also have use of COM 's expensive equipment, 
such as is needed for auto mechanics iind welding. 

The Continuing Education program also provides biol
ogy and geology laboratory programs for children who 
are being homeschooled. This gives them hands-on ex
perience which reinforces the parents' teachings. All these 
services not only save the county money, but can lure pro
spective students to COM. 

The Continuing Education Senior Citizen program at 
COM is the largest in the state, Buddenhagen said, with· 
4,(M)() seniors enrolled in daytime classes and an equal 
number attending evening classes. 

Senior citizens must purchase a Senior Citizen .. Card 
for SIO, which allows them to participate in many of the 
non-credit courses without additional cost as well as al
lowing them use of the recreation facilities for one year 
and participation in special events such as trips to the 
Moody Center in Galveston. 

The COM Board of Trustees has reduced tuition to se
niors by 50 percent in the classes which require tuition. 
Many of these classes <J.re held in the evening. This en
courages older citizens to enrich their lives, not only 
through education but also through interaction with other 
students. 

"We strive to ad·d new classe~ each semester," 
Buddenhagen said. "Being on the cutting edge of educa
tion, taking risks in new directions makes what I do ex
citing." 

For more information about the availability of Continu
ing Education courses contact Buddenhagen at (409) 938-
121,1 or toll free at 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 517. 

' 

People Speak Out 

By MATI TASLER, Staff Reporter 
Photos by ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. and 
MICHAEL NAVARRO 

The debate over separation of church and state has 
ben an ongoing issue in the United Sates. At Santa 
Fe High Schocil a student gave an invocation before 
a football game. Her prayer provoked controversy 
which led to legislative action. With the Santa Fe 
High School debate possibly heading to the Supreme 
Court, InterCOM asks the question: How do you 
feel about prayer in public schools? 

Atiah Salahuddi~: If 
they allow all types of 
·prayer it would be OK,: 
hut they only allow cer
tain types. 

Davin Prince: Prayer 
should not be restricted 
at any event that is op
tional, as long _as the 
majority of the people at 
that event are supportive. 

Mazi Alli: 1 feel good 
about it. It helps a lat, 
helps you believe in 
yourself. We could do 
different prayers. 

Corrie Lewrence:l 
can understand why 
people don't want 
prayer to be specific 
and that they are afraid 
that Christianity will 
dominate. 

• 

Maria Nguyen: t think 
it's fine. It's good. Some 
people may get of
fended, but l don't mind 
it. 

Ron McNary: School 
prayer is needed. When 
individuals are taught to 
pray at a young age, he 
or she learns self respect 
and respect for others 
and discipline. 

Mary Olivo: Every
body has their rights. If 
you believe in prayer 
you can pray anywhere. 
Its up to people if they 
want to. 

Thomas Fiebig: I wel
come it. I'm not real re
ligious, but I don't op
pose it.. 

Threat on campus 
leaves manjailed 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

Newspapers and magazines all over the nation report a 
drop in crime. Yet, on any given day one is likely to read 
about another incident of violence at a place of work or 
even at an educational institution. Just when you think it 
cannot happen here, you are hit with the realization that 
the violent social climate of the ' 90s can manifest itself at 
any public place at any time. 

The day before Thanksgiving this grim reality hit home 
at College of the Mainland when Kathryn Klepak, Hu
man Resources director at COM, received terroristic 
threats from· a former COM employee. 

On the afternoon of Wednesday, Nov. 24, Klepak was 
walking to f'arking Lot B when she was approached by 
Clayton Brown. 

Brown had recently been terminated from his job in 
Computer Information Systems. He came on campus with 
his wife to retrieve his personal belongings. And waited 
in his vehicle while his wife picked up his belongings. 

-Mrs Brown w·'J.., .,~ ...,r~ierl t,; COM P~!fo.e ()fftcer 
Vemette Jones. 

According to COM Police Officer Joe Green , Brown 
approached Klepak in Parking Lot Band "threatened her 
and told her to run." 

Klep'ak ran to the Administration Building where sev
eral other employees comforted her and gathered to learn 
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ccurotr~~~* ... ;,..,..de ~a.(1t&tr1and .W.GteenwentOnech8"thl'OI.HPithea1reetsolTaKas.CJtytoarrest 
a would be assailant. The chase ended on Interstate 45 and Delaney Road. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

what had taken place. "She came running from the park· 
ing lot trying to flag somebody down," Rina Andreade 
said. "He threatened her life." 

Andreade, a student assistant in the Admissions Office, 

was sitting in front of the Administration Building as the 
situation unfoldC\f in the parking lot. _ 

In the meantime, Green went to talk to Brown who was 

See Toddler Page 3 

Social, political wall allows COM to express views 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

A Social and Political Commentary board was recently 
placed on the Social and Behavioral Sciences Team wall 
in the Leaming Resources Center next to Suite A 

The wall was an effort by the Social and Behavioral 
Sciences Team to give students, faculty, staff and visitors 
of College of the Mainland the chance to write their opin
ions about political, philosophical and social issues. 

COM art student, Rhonda Gould won honorable men
tion for her photograph "Hesitant Chill" exhibited at 
UHCL. (photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

• 

An influence was the fact that COM student Dustin 
Pickering was caught writing graffiti on various places 
throughout the campus. 

"lt all started from the fact that I put up fliers but some
one kept taking them down," Pickering said. He then re
sorted to writing ,graffiti in various locations throughout 
the campus. His work was found in the LRC elevator and 
the men's bathroom nearby, as well as on the bench in 
front of the Student Center. Pickering was caught by the 
COM Police Team. 

According to COM Police Officer Arbry Clifton, the 
Police Team decided to refer the mattCr to Alex Pratt, act
ing dean of Student Jnstruction who said Pickering's pun· 
ishment has not yet been documented but he is paying for 
the chemicals used to clean off the· graffiti. 

The board was set up the Week after Thanksgiving break 
and has caused a big response from students and faculty. 
The board Was almost filled the week after its creation. 
According to Pickering, the team plans to expand the 
board further down the LRC hall. 

Art student wins honorable mention 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland art student Rhonda Gould won 
honorable mention for her photograph, "Hesitant Chill" 
in the Houston Area Community College Student Art Ex
hibit at the University of Houston-Clear Lake. 

The exhibit which ran from Oct. 10 to Dec. 10, show
cased photographs, ceramics, drawings, paintings and 
mixed media, which is a combination of any of the previ
ous_listed mediums.Three hundred eighty-one works of 
art were submitted, the most ever. Eighty-five ·of them 
were ac.cepted. A first, second and third place award as 
well as three honorable mentions were awarded to exhi
bition competitors. 

Gould's photo "Hesitant Chill" is a black and white 

• 

close-up picture of Gould's 8-year-old niece with·her anns 
crossed over her chest. The high contrast photo is of a 
girl with damp hair and shadows covering the right side 

· of her face. The girf's expression is one of worry, fear or 
caution from which Gould derived the portrait's name. 

' 

"The pictures I am most happy with are the ones I get 
by accident." Gould's niece originally thought that Gould 
was going to take a picture of her dressed up. The end 
result in "Hesitant Chill" was far from the original inlenl. 
Gould had told her niece to take a shower before the pie~ 
ture session because the girl had been outside playing. 
When Gould noticed her niece was finished, she asked to 
see how she IOOked and decided to take pictures of her 
with a damp look. "I liked it ("Hesitant Chill") because it 
looks like it is a movie clip." 

See Photographer Page 7 
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What's Happening 

COM music Professor Sparky Koerner (left) poses wiUr the students who were selected to perform with the Texas 
Community College All State Symphonic Band Feb. 15. The students are {from left) Amber Turner, Amy Wright, 
Brandon Diaz and Aaron Koerner, (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

COM music students selected to All State 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Staff Reporter 

Three College of the Mainland music students were se
lected to perform with the Texas Community College All 
State Symphonic Band and one student was selected for 
the All State Jazz Ensemble. 

Brandon Diaz, percussion; Amber Turner, bass clari
net; and /\my Wright, clarinet were ~"elected to the Sym
phonic Band. 

Aaron Koerner. trumpet, was selected to the Jazz En
semble. Dory Williams, flute, was selected as an alter
nate. 

"l am very proud of these students and their dedication 

of time to prepare the audition pieces," said COM music 
Professor Sparky Koerner in a recent press release. 

This is the second year Di~z and Wright have been se
lected to All State. 

The Symphonic Band is an SO-member orchestra and 
the Jazz Ensemble is a 20·member band. Koerner was one 
of five trumpets chosen to play; Turner one of four bass 
clarinets; Wright one of 21 clarinets; and Diaz one of eight 
percussionists. 

The students were given audition material in Septem
ber. In October the audition material was recorded at COM 
and sent off to be judged. 

Both bands performed al the Texas Music Educators 
Conference in San Antonio Feb. 15. 

Siegfried & Roy showcased at IMAX 
By RACHEL DELANOIX 
Copy Editor 

Siegfried Fischbacher and Roy Uwe Ludwig Horn star 
in the aptly titled Siegfried & Roy: The Magic Box, play
ing at the Moody Gardens 3D IMAX Theater beginning 
March 10. The film !s narrated by Academy Award win
ner Anthony Hopkins, and the music is composed by Os
car nominee Alan Silvestri. 

The film seeks to inspire the child in everyone. It tells 
the story of two German boys who find each other by 
chance and combine their separate dreams to create an 
~x:traordinary union. 

The Magic .Box is brilliantly done, taking full advan
_tage of every opportunity to showcase a plethora of 30 
effects. Lions and tigers jump over you as you fly out of 
windows, under togs and through a tangle of intricate, 
turning gears. 

One particularly effective scene sends you whipping 

Graduation deadline March 27 
The deadhne to apply for the spring :2HOO gradu

ation iS March 27. 
St1tderlrs planning· to graduate in May nlust reg-: 

istf:r in the Advisement center iocated in RoomA--
147inth6Administratton Building:Oradualton will 
be hC:ld at the Chuck Doyle Omter in Je>;.as City 
May 12 at 7;;10 p.m, 

For more information call Connlt Bardwell at 
(409)938-121 I or I (888)251,-~859, Ext. 47ll 

across a 1;:ornfield, knocking down ·stalks left and right. 
The show is breathtaking, despite the often glaringly oD· 
vious computer-generated animation. The real footage is 
far more beautiful, taking you right onstage with Siegfried 
& Roy and putting you on a mountain covered in white 
lions. You visit Siegfried & Roy's palatial home, "Little 
Bavaria," and find yourself in the midst of dozens of huge, 
powerful cats, who purr and swim alongside their owners. 
A large white male lion even alLows Roy to ride him 
through their backyard. 

And then there is the ·magic. The film is peppered with 
highlights from their live show Which is performed twice 
a day, 46 weeks a year, at the Mirage Hotel in Las Vegas, 
Nev. You witness Roy levitating within a burning, spin
ning hoop, or being sawed in half by Siegfried. 

The cats also make special appearances and disappear
ances throughout the show, vanishing from cages and leap
ing out o~ boxes with a flourish. And it is these magnifi
cent creatures who lie at the heart of this film. According · 

, to IMAX 30 production notes, "Siegfried & Roy's royal 
white tigers and white lions have become their trademark. 
Conservation of these· two extinct-in-tlie-wild species is 
lhe core of their motivation." 

After more than 28 years of performing, Siegfried & 
Roy's live ;,.how has been seen by more than 30 million 
people and theirtelefilm has been seen by I billion people 
in more than 118 countries, according to Brenie Yuman. 
executive producer of the 3D IMAX film and manager of , 
Siegfried & Roy for nearly 25 years. 

For more information about Siegfried & Roy: The Magic 
Box, playing at the Moody Gardens 3D IMAX Theater 
beginning March 10, call Moody Gardens at ( 409) 744-
4579 or I (800) 582-4673, 

• 
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People Speak Out 
By InterCOM Editors and Staff 

Six-year old Elian Gonzalez has been at the center 
of political turmoil since he was found clinging to 
an inner tube off the coast of Florida on Thanksgiv
ing Day. His mother, along with 10 other Cubans, 
perished attempting to reach the U.S. coast. Since 
his rescue Elian has been staying with relatives in 
Florida. His father who lives in Cuba wants him re~ 
turned to Cuba. However, the U.S. government is 
not allowing Elian to return to Cuba. InterCOM askrd 
the question: "Should Elian be allowed to return tO 
his father'!" 

Marco Vasquez: 
Since his parents were 
divorced, and he was 
never living with his 
father he should stay 
here (in America) and 
have a better life. 

• 

Jeremy Robinson: I 
think he should stay 
because his mother 
obviously wanted him 
to come over, and if his 
mother actually was 
his guardian then she 
would have known 
what's best for him. 

Tiffany Calvert: 
Send him back because 
his natural father and 
immediate family are 
there. 

Tequalla Barker: 
He needs to be with 
the fiJ.mily he has left: 
his father. 

• 

, 

Tillie Henson: As the 
court battles continue, 
all interested parties 
must put aside their 
selfish interests and 
make a decision in the 
best interest of the 
child . 

Deric Griffin: He 
should go back to· his 
father. Kids get 
attached when they 
lose someone 
important to them, 
and he should at least 
have his father near 
him for his hYrt. 

John Nelson: 
I think he should go 
back. It's his father's 
right to claim his son 
and bring him home. 

Nola Slater: If his 
family here is willing 
to keep him, he should 
be allowed to stay. 
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COM activities recognize Black History Month 
By CHRISTINE M. LEVIGE 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland is observing Black History 
Month, celebrated nationally during February, with vari
ous activities organized by the Black History Month Com
mittee, the Organization of African-American Culture, the 
Student Activities Board, Student Government and sev
eral COM staff members. 

Black History Weck was started in 1926 by Carter 
Godwin Woodson (1875· 1950), and became known as 
Black History Month in 1976. His purpose in establish
ing the observance was to promote the study of African
American history. Woodson, a historian, author, editor and 
teacher, is known as the Father of Modern Black History. 

Having to work in the coal mines to support himself,, 
Woodson could not begin high school until age 20. He 
graduated in two years then attended several colleges, fi
nally earning a doctorate from Harvard University in 1912. 

This year's COM Black History Month activities are 
being dedicated to the four Prairie View A&M University 
students killed in a highway accident Feb. IO. The col

~- lege is showmg its respect.by flying the flags at ha)f.:.taff. 
The OAAC conducted a prayer for the Prairie View 

A&M students Feb. 17 at 12:30 p.m. by the flagpole in 
front of theAdministration Building. The prayer was lead 
by Jeanette Slaughter, OAAC adviser. 

"We felt it was important to acknowledge the brothers 
of Prairie View because they could have been future doc
tors and lawyers," Slaughter said. "Their loss is our loss." 

Prairie View A&M, the second oldest university in 

Members of the OAAC (from left) Kym Nolley, Jeanette Slaughter, Demetria Griffin and Tammie Letroise pose 
in front of the National Black History Month display in the LRC Library_ The display was assembled by Tillie 
Henson, library circulation coordinator, (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Texas, is a historically black college and is known as one 
of the nation 's top producers of African-American engi
neers. Accofding to the Prairie View A&M website, the 

college has produced more African-American three-star 
generals than any other black college. 

See Black Page 7 

Ne~ environmentally friendly cooling tower saves COM money 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR 
Assistant Editor 

1\vo major structures have taken shape at College of 
the Mainland. Work began in March 1999 on a thermal 

Dr. Mary Hernandez lectures to one of her classes. She 
began working at COM in 1985 teaching adult health 
care. (Photo courtesy of Nursing Team) 

' 
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storage lank with a 767,()()() gallon capacity located on 
the east side of the campus as well as on a Marley 1,200· 
ton stainless steel cooling tower between the Technical/ 
Vocational Building and the Math-Science Building. 

The struct\,lres are part of the new air conditioning sys-

tern that has replaced the original system which is 30 years 
old and not as economically efficient as the new system. 

According to Bob Kostelecky, director of the COM 
Physical Plant, the target objective of this project is to 

S« New Page 7 

Nursing professor to be commemorated 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

Dr. Mary Hernandez, a professor of n'ursing at College 
of the Mainland, died Jan. 15 from an aneurysm. 

Dr. Hernandez began working at COM in 1985 teach
ing adult health care with experience in adult critical care 
nursing. She also was lead professor for the nursing 
program's advanced medical-surgical course. In addition 
she served as chairwoman for both the nursing program's 
scholarship and program evaluation committees. 

"I have never worked with a more proftssional nursing 
faculty than Dr. Mary Hernandez," said Dr. Gay Reeves, 

a nursing professor. 
Dr. Hernandez received her doctorate with an empha

sis in multicutural studies in nursing and student reten
tion from University of Houston-Clear Lake at the begin
ning of this year. 

"She was totally committed to nursing education and 
COM," Dr. Reeves said. "Dr. Hernandez also was proud 

I 

' 

of her heritage and was involved in many local, state and 
national activities which were directed toward impro\l!. 
ing multi-cultural differences in the educatiofl,al arena.'' 

She was inducted into the Sigma Theta Tau Interna
tional Honor Society of Nursing as a member of the Al
pha Delta Chapter at University ofTcx:as Medical Branch 
in Galveston. She also served as a consultant to the revi
sion panel of Mosby's Medical Nursing & Allied Health 
Dictionary. 

The Nursing Team is dedicating a memorial tile on the 
Anniversary Wall by the flagpole in front of the Admin
istration Building in her name. In addition, the Student 
Emergency Fund for nursing students who are having fi. 
nancial problems, will be changed to the Mary Hernandez 
Student Emergency Fund. 

"She was a wonderful and supportive friend and is pro
foundly missed," Dr. Reeves said. 

Dr. Hernandez is survived by her husband Eddie, daugh
ter Edissa Canales, son Nick Hernandez, her mother Maria 
Ortiz and five grandchildren. 
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Editorials/News 

Donna Ashley of the Gulf Coast Blood Center of Houston interviews donor Jason GIiis, a COM student, In the 
Student Center at COM during the Spring Blood Drive sponsored by the Student Activities Board Feb. 1 and 2. 
The blood center collected 90 units of blood during this blood drive. (Photo by Rachel Oelanoix) 

Blood drive collects 90 units of blood 
By NAOMI GRIMALDO 
Sta IT Reporter 

College of the Mainland held the Spring Blood Drive 
in the Student Center Feb. 1 and 2. The drive, sponsored 
by the Student Activities Board, was Open to students, 
staff, faculty and the public. The Gulf Coast Blood Cen
ter in Houston provided the medical personnel, equip
ment and collected the blood. 

"I decided to donate blood because I noticed it in the 
ne~spapcr, and I didn't have anything to do so I came," 
said Texas City resident R.J. Watson. 

Houston resident Madeline Garcia said,"[ thought it 
would be a good cau~e. so I brought a friend." 
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The first day the blood drive attracted 64 prospetive 
donors; of those, 13 were unable to donate; on Feb. 2, 45 
people attempted to donate blood; six. were unable. 

"The blood drive was by far a success," said Maryann 
Urick, coordinator for the spring semester blood drive 
and SAB acTviscr. "I was a bit disappointed we did not 
have enough screeners, that we actuall y had to turn away 
donors, but all together it was a good turnout." 

Reasons for not being allowed to donate blood include 
having tattoos or piercing done within the last 12 months, 
being on certain medications, having high blood pres
sure, or other medical conditions. 

The blood center collected 90 units during this spring 
blood drive, compared to last ~pring's 73 units. The fall 
semester collected 341 units. 

The large turnout was motivated by the accident that 
claimed the life of Texas City firefighter, Chief William 
Bethune and hospitalized firefighter Craig Peterson, who 
needed blood transfusions. 

Writer agrees with editor 
Dear Elias, 

While attending the COM theatre last Sunday I 
happened upon the December 1999 issue of the 
InterCOM. I was very pleased to read your 
editorial concerning religion and public educa
tion. ("Education, not religion school's responsi
bility," Page 2), 

I appreciate your well thought out comments. 
I agree with them completely. 

Thank you for them. 
Yours very truly, 

Joe Darde 

Letters to the Editor policy: lnterCOM wel· 

comes all letters. Make letters brief llnd to the 

point. Include a name and daytime telephone num
ber for verification. We reserve the right to edit all 

letter.<; for length, grammar, spelling and libelous 

content. Letters to the Editor will be printed on a 

space-available basir Letters may be sent to 

<Intercom_ Editor@hotmllil.com >. 

• 
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McFayden combines 
humor with news 

In today's pop music world, ridden with boy bands and 
saturated with midriff-baring blondes, it is not surprising 
that MTV's choice for the new MTV News reporter for 
the new millenium is a non-threatening, all-American, 
clean-cut blond himself. His name iS Brian McFayden 
and the question on everyone's pink-glossed lips is, "Is 
he just another pretty face?" 

McFayden is MTV's newest addition to the news team, 
joining in late November. Perhaps you've seen him do 
the ten-to-the-hour·every-hour news spot on MTV, 
dancing to Destiny's Child and reminding a half-awake 
nation that if they can just stay up another 50 minutes, he 
will be there keeping the world up to date on the latest 
music and news. McFayden alternates.reporting the 
hourly updates with four MTV veterans. 

Author and fonner Rolling Stone editor Kurt Loder 
writes and reports the MTV News updates seen each 
hour. Loder joined MTV in 1988 as MTV News' anchor 
and chief news corresponden·t. MTV's website explains 
that John Norris joined the MTV news department in 
New York in 1986 to write music and entertainment news 
segments for the MTV VJs (video jockeys). In 1988 he 
was appointed Loder's alternate, filling in for Loder as 
host of MTV's hourly news reports. 

Today Loder and Norris share the ten-to-the-hour spots 
with Chris Connelly and Serena Allschul. Connelly's 
association with MTV began April 1988, and Altschul 
joined MTV News in January 1996 after spending two 
years as an anchor/reporter for Channel One News. TV in 
the Classroom: News or Nikes? a website by Whittle 
Communications, the company that created Channel One 
News, explains, 1·For the uninitiated, Channel One is a 
television news program targeted at tcen·agcrs and 
beamed to school classrooms around the country via 
satellite." So most college-age students recognize 
Altschul from her work with Channel One. 

Similarly "MTV's hourly news reports cover every· 
thing from music and pop culture to social issues and 
politics," states the MTV website. The position of MTV 
news reporter is a prestigious and coveted one, and 
Mcfayden far exceeds the minimum requirements. His 
efficient, yet personable delivery of the news is addictive 
and he is prone to making clever comments of his own 
between video clips of artists. After No Doubt lead singer 
Gwen Stefani explained how she took a razor blade to 
the rubber bands on her new braces, he playfully added, 
"Things you overhear in a lunchroom in seventh grade ... " 

When I first saw Mcfayden, 1 was amazed at seeing a 
new face. I had started thinking that the only way MTV ;., 
got employees was by sifting through thousands of 
wanna.be VJs. In short, I thought real people did not 
make it to Mtv. McFayden has proven me wrong. 

His talent is obvious in his casual, yet professional 
manner. McFayden far surpasses the laughable carica
tures of such lovable, yet ridiculous MTV favorites as 
Jesse Camp, Ahmet Zappa or Tom Green. 

I hope to continue seeing more of him on MTV, and 
MTV editors have promised: "Yes, Brian McFayden is 
indeed with MTV News for the long haul." 

McFayden has made the cut. His swoon-worthy good 
looks are sure to rope in boy-band fans nationwide. He 
appeals to the heavy.metal crowd with his passion for 
"KORN!" And his wit and intellect keep viewers hooked. 

For more infonnation, visit MTV's website at 
<www.mtv.com>, or <http://www.fair.org/extra/best-of
extra/tv-classroom.html> (Whittle Communications/ 
Channel One: IV in the Classroom: News or Nikes ?). 

. . 
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Black History Month events still to come 
Continued from Page 1-----------

The Black Art Display by Aloma Marquis, a former FBI 
special agent, will be on exhibit through March 7 in the 
Fine Arts Building. A Black Art display in the Leaming 
Resources Center Library and another in the Administra· 
tion Building are on display through Feb. 29. 

Three films were programmed for the LRCAuditorium, 
L-131. Soul Food, edited for general audiences was 
screened on Feb. 22 at 12:30 p.m.; Goin' Back To "T" 
Town will be shown Feb. 23 at 7 p.m.; and Eyes on the
Prize is set for Feb. 29 at 12:30 p.m. 

Sickle-cell testing will be conducted in the Student 
Center Feb. 2310 a.m.-2p.m. A Soul Food Luncheon with 
Zydeco music will be held in the Student Center Feb. 24 
at 12:30 p.m. 

Off-campus events include: A Blues Presentation at 
University of Houston-Clear Lake, Feb. 24 at 7:30 p.m.; 
and a Gospel Fest/Dinner at Greater St. Matthew's Church 
in Hitchcock Feb. 26 at 7:30 p.m. • 

For information contact Beverly Mitchell, Student 
Center coordinator, at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext 528, 

New tower complies with Clean Air Act 
Continued from Page I----------
reduce the electrical cost by 30 percent while improving 
the comfort level of students and staff on campus." 

Kostelecky said the decision to replace the obsolete 
system came under the direction of Dr. Henry D. Pope, 
dean of College and Financial Services at COM. 

According to Dr. Pope the planning process, which be
gan in 1991, resulted in a two-phase implementation pro
gram. "The first phase was securing funding and devel
oping an energy management program." He added, "It 
was a long planning process." 

Dr. Pope was nominated for and awarded the Regional 
Outstanding Business Officer award from the National 
Community Colleges Business Officers Association last 
November in Orlando, Fla. 

The $2 million project will provide the college about 

$1/4 million savings per year in energy savings. "We bave 
achieved that much, but we are going to do better," Dr. 
Pope said. 

Another consideration in replacing the old system was 
lhat the new system is environmentally friendly because 
it uses refrigerant R134A, while the original system used 
Rll, a carbon-tluoro-carbon refrigerant (Freon), which 
depletes the ozone layer and was banned from produc· 
tion globally by the 1993 Montreal Clean Air Act. 

Kostelecky pointed out that the old cooling tower sys
tem had to be replaced because much of the structure 
was showing signs Of deterioration. Pipes were corroded 
and concrete supports were cracked. 

The changeover to the new ~ystem was implemented 
during the evening hours of the Thanksgiving break and 
during the Christmas holidays. 

Writing tutorials offered in L-248, Suite B 
By RYAN JAKEWAY 
Staff Reporter 

Writing tutofials arc available at Colleieof the Main· 
land for anyone needing assistance in writing papers. 

Both the developmental and English faculty are offer
ing tutorials in either the developmental writing lab lo
cated in L-248 of the Learning Resources Center or in the 
writing center located in Suite B of the LRC. 

Developmental writing covers problems with grammar, 
mechanics, basic writing skills and reading on a one-to
one basis. Computer-aided instruction also is available. 

The writing center addresses problems with thesis state
ments, generating ideas for essays, organization, devel
opment, documentation of sources and other related as-

pects of writing in one·to·one tutoring sessions. 
Developmental writing tutorials are available in L-248 

on Mondays and Wednesdays from 12:30-1:50 p.m. with 
Clirft Hiiriter; MomiayS anaTu-esoays-c.z=3:20 p.m. wifh 
Carolyn Sharer; and Mondays 4·6:30 p.m. with C~thy 
Moran. 

Writing center tutorials are open Mondays and Wednes
days, 9:30-10:50 a.m. with Dr. Gilchrist White; 11-12:20 
p.m. with Dr. Ari.drew Nelson; 3:30-4:50 p.m. with Ouida 
Sanmann; and 5·5:45 p.m. with Dr. Mark Sanders. 

The writing center is open Tuesdays 9 a.m.·noon with 
Kathye Bergin; and 4:30-5:45 p.m. with Brenda Brown. 

On Thursdays writing center tutoring is available noon
l :30 p.m. with Dr. Sanders; 3-4:20 p.m. with Astrid 
Lowery ; and 4:30-5:45 p.m. with Brown. 

Spring 2000 InterCOM staff 

Managing Editor Michael Navarro (center) is flanked by the Spring 2000 lnterCOM staff: (back from left 
Christine M. Levlge, Chris Barkmann, NaolTli Grimaldo, Ryan Jakeway, Belle Rohden, Jennifer West; (front 
from left) cartoonist Brad Stevenson, Michelle Fichera, Copy Editor Rachel Oelanoix,Assistant Editor Elias 
de la Cerda Jr., and Dalla Ornelas. Holly Day Torrefranca is not pictured. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery} 
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COM student Heather Brasher sings her rendi
tion of "It's All Coming Back," at the Valentine's 
Day Party, Feb, 10 (Photo by Belle Rohden) 

SAB Valentine's, party 
features karaoke contest 
By BELLE ROHDEN 
Stall' Reporter 

The .College of the Mainland Student ACtivities 
Board gave.a Valent~ Day Karaoke parfy from 
12:30-1 :30 p.m. Feb. to in the Leaming Resources 
Center breezeway. The purpose of the party, accord
ing to SAB member Marie Nguyen, was "to bring 
people together and give them an early Valentine's 
gift from SAB." 

DJs Jason Johansson and Darry I Santell with DJD 
Entertainment of La Marque provided the music for 
a karaoke contest as students enjoyed chili dogs, 
chips, cookies and assorted beverages served by 
SAB members. 

Karaoke contest winners were Heather Brasher, 
Laura Smith and Leo Mckeithan. 

Brasher won first place for her powerful perfor
mance of "It's All Coming Back To Me." She is a 
student assistant in the COM emergency medical 
service and fire technology school. Smith ·won sec
ond place for her rendition of " Hanky Panky." She 
is the program assistant ·for Public Service Careers 
Team. Mckeithan won third place for his charis
matic singing of "Patience." 

Prizes were $10 cash and choice of a little bear 
with candy or vase with pink and white flowers. 

Crisis hotline training available 
By RYAN JAKEWAY 
Staff Reporter 

Crisis Intervention of Houston Inc. is offering crisis 
hotline training. 

No experience is necessary, but you must be non-judg· 
mental, caring, objective and at least 15 years old. 

Tt"aining for the hotline is spanned over a five-day pe
riod and you must attend all the sessions. Training ses
sions will be held at 1300 Bay Area Blvd. in Clear Lake. 
Sessions are on Thursdays from 5- 9:30 p.m. and Satur
days from 10 a.m,- 5:30 p.m Training days are Feb. 24, 
26, and March 2, 4 and 11. 

Call Lorinda Lonie at (281) 282-6046 to apply and be 
interviewed by Crisis Intervention personnel. 

• 

• 

• 

,. 

• 

,. 

-· 

-· 

,. 

' ' 

-· 

• 

_. 



' 

Page 6, February 2000, InterCOM 

Sports/Campus Life 

COM to participate 
in GCI C Sports Day 
By RYAN JAKEWAY 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainla'nd will participate in the annual 
Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Sports Day on March 23. 

This semester GCIC Sports Day will be co-hosted by 
Kingwood College and North Harris College, with dif
ferent events at each college. 

Scheduled events are basketball, softball, volleyball, 
table tennis, racquetball, tennis and eight-ball. 

The basketball, table tennis, racquetball; tennis and 
eight-ball participants will· be selected after qualifying 
toumamenls on campus. 

Other colleges participating at sports day are Alvin, 
Brazosport, Galveston, Houston Community, Lee, North 
Harris Montgomery, San Jacinto North and South, and 
Wharton County Community. 

For more information contact Maryann Urick, coordi
nator of Recrdtional Programs and Student Activities, at 
(409) 938-1211 or I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

Music Professor James Heffel (standing far left) took COM music students (seated from left) Beth Lawery, Lynn 
McBrayer and (standing from left) Joseph Andrew&, Shawn Johnson and David Lacey to perfrom at the Texas 
Music Educators Association Convention in San Antonio Feb. 16-20. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Weekly games in Gym 
Have you ever wanted to play basketball or volleyball 

in the College of the Mainland Gym but were not sure 
when you could do so? If so, then you are in luck. 

Internationally known hypnotist visits campus Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 7-10 p.m. 
the college has "open gym." During this time all students 
are welcome to participate in pick-up games. This means 
you come in and form a team with others in the Gym. By DALIA ORNELAS 

Staff Reporter 

Internationally known hypnotist Andrew Becker will 

perform at College of the Mainland in the Leaming Re
sources Center Auditorium, L-131, March 2 at 7:30 p.m. 
The performance is free to credit students and employ
ees, but $1 for all others. 

Becker guarantees his show will be a unique entertain
ment experience, whether you watch or participate. 

By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland gained two new deans Jan. 3. 
Dr. Pam Davenport is the new vice president/dean of Stu
dent Affairs, and James Templer is the new vice presi
dent/dean of Instruction. The original position of dean of 
Instruction and Student Development was divided into the 
two new positions. Dr. Donald G. Bass retired from the 
position of dean of Instruction and Student Development 
in 1998 after 14 years. History professor Alex Pratt was 
acting dean from fall 1998 to spring 2000. 

"My primary role is to support the student affairs teams 
and administrative teams," Dr. Davenport said. As dean 
of Student Affairs, she oversees the entire student griev
ance process through the student affairs teams. 

Dr. Davenport was the dean of counseling and assess· 
mcnt at Oklahoma-City Community College from 1973 
to 1997 and vice president of student seivices at Okla: 
homa State University from 1997 to December 1999 be
fore coming to COM. Dr. Davenport came to COM be
cause the self-managed team environment appealed to her. 

The duties of the vice president/dean of Instruction is 
"to coordinate all of the instruction areas, (such as) aca
demics, faculty teams, the library and media services," 
Templer said. Templer manages all areas of curriculum 
so that they meet state legal requirements. 

Templer was an art professor at COM for 23 years. He 
made the switch from professor to dean because •he "rec
ognized a tremendous need for leadership" on campus. 

Becker, a University of Houston graduate, got his start 
in entertainment after being an active participant in stu
dent government and .progiamming at UH. 

He has performed at Stephen F. Austin University in 
Nacogdoches, Texas Tech University in Lubbock and _has 
performed at statewide conventions. 

Becker received his hypnosis certification through the 
National Guild of Hyp·notists. He is qualified to practice 
hypnotherapy for smoking cessation and weight loss. · 
Becker also gives educational programs. 

On Mondays and Wednesdays you must sign in to use 
the north court. Six courts are available in the Gym for 
different skill levels to play. 

Open volleyball is available on Tuesdays from 7-9:30 
p.m. To play, sign in at the front desk and find a team. 
Guests not enrolled at COM must pay $3 per visitor or 
buy a recreational membership. 

For more information call the Gym at (409) 938-1211 
or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 422. 

COM President Larry L. Stanley (left) listens as new Vice president/Dean of Instruction James Templer addresses 
a student's problem at a recent Student Concerns Forum held in the Student Center Feb. 17. New Vice President/ 
Dean of Student Affairs Dr. Pam Davenport and Dr. Henry DI Pope, dean of College and Financial Seivlces, also 
formed part of the panel. The new deans fill the position of dean of Instruction and Student Development formerly 
held by Dr. Donald G. Bass, and Professor Alex Pratt. (Photo by~ Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 
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Joe Darde honored as 
'99 Donor of the Year 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland foundation named Joe 
Darde the 1999 Donor of the Year at the annual donor 
luncheon held in the Student Center Dec. 3. 

The Pat Dardc Theatre Scholarship was established by 
Dardc in 1993 in memory of his late wife Pat who worked 
for 21 years as a senior secretary in the Fine Arts and 
Humanities Department until retiring in 1990. 

Three $1,000 Dardc scholarships are awarded each 
si,ring to theater majors. The scholarship covers four se
mesters excluding the summer. Recipients must maintain 
a 3.0 grade point average and be enrolled in at least 12 
credit hours. 

Two COM students, Rachel Delanoix and Faron 
Samford, are current recipients of the Darde scholarship. 
Delano ix is in her fourth semester of the scholarship and 
Samford is in his second. 

" My wife loved the theater and was very enthusiastic 
about all the arts at College of the Mainland, so to per
petuate her memory with a performing arts scholarship is 
something that I know she would like," Darde said in a 
recent press release. 

For more information contact the COM Foundation at 
(409) 938-1211 or at 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 508. 

lnterCOM, February 2000, Page 3 

College of the Mainland students Faron Samford (center) and Rachel Delanolx meet scholarship donor Joe Darde 
at a recent reception at COM where Oarde was named Donor of the Year by the COM Fouridatlon. Samford currently 
is attending COM on his second semester of the Pat Darde scholarship and Delanolx Is attending on her fourth 
semester. Both are theater majors as required by the scholarship. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Student government serves student needs Habitat for IJ~mani~y 
seeks volunteers at COM By CHRISTINE LEVIGE 

Staff Reporter 

Do you as a College of the Mainland student ever won
der who listens to .your concerns and needs? 

People who feel that college personnel are not showing 
enough concern for their problems are encouraged to join 
the Student Government. 

Student Government is a student organization that rep
rt:,Sents students through its nine elected officers. Student 
participation helpsihe college to know how well it is re
sponding to their needs. Then the officers can focus on 
issues for that year. Once they know the students' needs, 
they can set an agenda for the year. Other student organi
zations send at least one representative to the biweekly 
meetings allowing greater input. 

The officers are elected by the student body on a yearly 
ba~is. Once elected, the officers choose an adviser who 
then appoints a co-adviser. 

The officers for the 1999-2000 school year are Chris
tine Levige~ president; Dana Sparling, vice president; 
Robin Larson, Secretary; Tanisha Hicks, parliamentarian 
and Mario Lozano, Chris Chasteen and Wendell Ferguson, 
COM Senate representatives. 

James Shippy lS the associate dean of Student Affairs 
and Student Government adviser; Beverly Mitchell.is co
ordinator of the Student Center and co-adviser. Olda Perez 
is lhe Retired Senior Volunteer Program coordinator and 
alternate adviser. 

Students can get involved in Student Government by 
attending the meetings, which are held every other Thurs· 
day at 12:30 p.m. in the Administration Building, Room 
A-148. The remaining meetings are March 9 and 30; and 
April 13 and 27. 

Students with any questions and concerns should con
tact the Qfficers or advisers in the Student Affairs Office 
or in the Counseling and Testing Center at ( 409) 938· 
1211 or 1 (888) 288 8859, Ext. 681 or 413 respectively. 

IN MEMORY OF CHAR.LES SCHULZ 

NOV. U,, 1922.-fE.B.IZ.,Z.OOO 
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By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

The Phi Theta Kappa International Honor Society at 
College of the Mainland sponsored a visif by Habitat for 
Humanity International, in the Technical/Vocational Build
ing Auditorium,T-07, Feb. 10. 

The PTK regional office recommended that the COM 
chapter get in touch with HHI for a national project. 

"We had some difficulty getting in touch with Habitat 
for Humanity International at first," said Fabian Sifuentes, 
president of the PTKat COM. "But Maryann Urick (SAB 
sponsor) helped us get in touch with them." 

Bob Greeley and his wife Dorothy, both representatives 
of the Texas City HHI, spoke to the group. Most of the 
students were members of PTK. 

"There was one fellow that was just jumping out of his 
chair trying to learn more about volunteering," Bob 
Greeley said. He and his wife informed the students about 
volunteering and the process of building homes. 

HHI is a non-profit Christian organization with .iffili
ates worldwide. The organization strives to eliminate pov
erty housing and homelessness around the world. It in
viles people of all backgrounds, races and religions to build 
houses in fellowship with families in need. 

Millar Fuller and his wife Linda founded HHI in Ala
bama in 1976. The organization now has some 1,400 af· 
filiates worldwide. .., 

The HHI Texas City chapter is part of the Bay Area
Houston Affiliate. It serves La Porte, Dickinson, 
Galveston, Texas City and Friendswood. 

HHl will begin work on a house in Texas City in March 
or April. The house will be a four-bedroom home built on 
a lot donated by Bert Masters of Pollok. 

HHI receives one third of its funding from individual 
contributions, one third from churches and the rest from 
corporations. Sterling Chemicals of Texas City funded the 
last home built in Texas City. Amoco and Union Carbide 
also have made financial contributions. 

It takes about 3,600 volunteer hOurs to build a home. 
Then the house is sold al cost and the money is recycled 
into the affiliate organization. "We receive help from some 
angels," Bob -Greeley said. "Contractors, suppliers and 
architects donate materials and seivices." 

For more information contact the Greeleys at (409) 945-
4696, or visit the website <http://www.habitat.org>. 
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Cosmetology students display their award-winning nail art at the COM cosmetology department. Shawn Smith 
(left) won first place for her aquariu.m theme and Sandy Tuck won second place for her Christmas tree theme in 
the contest held at San Jacinto South Community College Dec. 6. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Cosmetology students win nail art contest 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland manicuring specialist students 
Shawn Smith and Sandy Tuck won first and second place 
in the nail art competition which took place at the San 
Jacinto South Community College Dec. 6. 

The competition included categories in nail art, makeup 
application and hair cutting, with students competing from 
the 11 community colleges in Jhe Gulf Coast Community 
College Consortium. 

Smith and Tuck were the only COM students to enter 
the competition. "I was very proud of their winning be
cause they had worked so hard," said Kim Adams, COM 
cosmetology instructor. "Competition gives the students 
an opportunity to see where they stand." 

Smith took first place with her creation of a tropical 
aquarium theme. '"The idea for the theme came to me in a 
dream,"she said. · 

Tuck won second place with a Christmas theme; she 
used her nail art creations as Christmas tree ornaments. 
"It was a last minute idea. I actually wore one of the de
signs during the Christmas holidays." 

Like painting on tiny canvases, the students create art
ful paintings on synthetic finger nails; then they incorpo
rate them into a display. 

Their work was judged on creativity and originality and 

Medicine inA,t on exhibit 
The College of the Mainland Art Gallery will exhibit 

Medicine in Art March 6 through April 6. The opening 
reception is March 6 from 5-7, p.m. 

Special guest Bettyann Holtzmann Kevles, author of 
Naked to the Bone, will speak Ma'rch 28 at 3 p.m. A re
ception will follow. 

Artists whose work will be on exhibit include: Tori 
Ellison, Shirley Klinghoffer, Jeanette Landrie, Steve 
Miller, Katherine Sherwood and Todd Siler. 

For more information or gallery hours call (409) 938-
1211 or I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 354. 

College of the Mainland will be officially closed 
to the public during spring break, March 13-19. 

it included the display. 
The manicuring specialist class of 11 students will 

graduate in April. Smith plans to go to work for a "repu
. table" salon. "I will specialize in nail art," she said. 

Tuck also plans to go to work for a salon for a while. 
"Then I plan to go independent," she said. 

The COM Manicurist Specialist course is a 600-clock 
hour course-which teaches students all aspects of mani
cure and pedicure. The course includes theory, lectures 
and hands-on application. 

In order to graduate, students must meet several state 
requirements. Some of these include learning about hy
giene, infection control, fungi, other nail disorders and 
instrument sterilization. Students also learn about the hu
man anatomy and physiology of the hands and feet. 

Knowledge in these areas is important for the protec
tion kd safety of the manicurist and the client. 

Adams has been a cosmetology instructor at COM since 
1995. She received he'r state license upon graduating from 
Santa Fe High School in t 991. 

The manicurist specialist course is part of the cosme
tology program located in the Cosmetology Building at 
the Appomattox Square across the street from COM 's main 
campus. Manicure students serve the public on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

For more information contact Adams at ( 409) 938-8607 
or (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859,Ext. 480. 

SAB workshops confront 
issues of domestic violence 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board, 
in conjunction with the Women's Crisis Center, is pre
senting special Brown Bag Workshops on Domestic Vio
lence. The first workshop was held Jan. 27 and was on the 
topic of Understanding Domestic Violence. 

Three additional workshops will be presented over the 
course of the semester. A workshop titled Domestic Vio
lence is a Crime will be presented Feb. 24 at 12:30 p.m. in 
Room L-131 of the Leaming Resources CenteJ. Another 
se~inar, The Impact Of Children, is set for Ma.rch 23 at 
12:30 p.m. also in L-131. The four-part seminar will con
clude with Helping Victims of Domestic Violence on April 
27 at 12:30 p.m. in L-131. 

The workshops are called Brown Bag Workshops so 
attendees will know that they may bring a lunch. 

For more information call SAB sponsor Maryann Urick 
at or (409) 938- 1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 
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·southwest premiere 
addresses equality 
By RACHEL DELANOIX 
Copy Editor 

The sixties are alive again with splendor and music in 
the southwest premiere of The Good Times Are Killing 
Me. The play written by Lynda Barry, is directed by Mark 
Adams in the College of"the Mainland Arena Theatre. 

The production set to open March 23 is the story of 
two girls who find friendship in the midst of a world torn 
apart by racism, divorce and teen-age politics. It is set in 
"a working-class neighborhood outside of a northern 
city," Adams said. "It could be any northern·industrial 
city, Pittsburgh, Buffalo, Detroit .... " 

Highlighted with the music of the sixties, the show fea
tures such familiar tunes as "Blue Hawaii," "Everybody 
Loves Somebody," "Put Your Head on My Shoulder," 
"Weak Spot,""lfThey Asked Me I Could Write a Book," 
and "Volare." 

In the January 2000 issue of the theater's publication, 
Front Row, Director Adams is quoted as saying, "The 
leading roles of Edna and Bonn a are two of the most chal
lenging and exciting roles written for young women in 
the past 50 years." The article also states, "The interest 
from agents in Houston for this production is a sure sign 
that these two roles could make 'overnight stars' of two 
talented young women." 

The part of Edna Arkins is played by K.atylu Siciliano; 
Bonna Willis is played by Katrina Sheppard and Nikki 
Marie Darwin plays Lucy Arkins. Edna's little sister. 

The ensemble cast includes Rhonda Alexander, Marcia 
Estelle, Jeremy Lewis and Rene Pere, all newcomers to 
the COM stage. Returning to the COM stage are Alicia 
Devoy, Carolyn Ortiz, Eva Patterson, April Perry, Matt 
Stanford, Rod Todd and Beth Townsend. .-- _. 

Performances are March 23-April 16, Thursdays. Fri
days and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. 
The free preview night is March 22 at 8 p.m. 

To make reservations, purchase season tickets or for 
more infonnation call the theater box office at ( 409) 938-
1211, or I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 345. 

Rodeo showcases 
musical diversity 
By JENNIFER WEST 
Slaff Reporter 

· This year · the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo 
added a little spice to its musical lineup: Boyz JI Men 
perform Feb. 23 and the Steve Miller Band March 3. 

Several artists making their first appearance at the ro
. deo this Year are legendary crooner Tony Bennett (Feb. 

25) along with two Tejano acts, Los Tucares de Tijuana 
andA.B. Quintanilla y Los Kumbia Kings (both Feb. 27). 

Robert Earl Keen (March 4) also makes an appearance 
along. with glam rocker Rod Stewart (Feb. 29). Motown 
legend Smokey Robinson (Feb. 26) also performs. 

Sister trio SHeDAISY (Feb. 26) also make their first 
rodeo performance. 

The rodeo also features some popular returning acts, 
such as country superstars Kenny Rogers (March 4), Reba 
McEntire (March 2), Clay Walker (March 5) and Brooks 
& Dunn(March 1). Latin sensation Enrique Iglesias (Feb. 
24) returns for his second perfonnaoce. 

Willie Nelson and Merle Haggard kicked off the show 
on Feb. 18. Lonestar, Jo Dee Messina, Le Ann Rimes, 
the Judds and Alan Jackson also gave performances. 

For a complete listing of the rodeo performers and other 
rodeo events check out the website at <www.hlsr.com>. 
Tickets are $12. 

Ticket buyers should be aware that the only authorized 
· ticket outlets are at the Astrodome box office and all 
Ticket Master locations. 

• 
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SAB Sex Bowl 2000 
educates participants 
By HOLLY DAY TORREFRANCA 
StatT Reporter 

The year 2000,is finally here , yet too many College of 
the Mainland students still know little about sex and sexu
ally transmitted diseases. 

This was all too evident at the Sex Bowl 2000 game 
sponsored by the Student Activities Board in the Student 
Center Feb. 1. 

SAB member Monie Ervin headed up this year 's Sex 
Bowl with the assistance of other SAB members and un
der the guidance of Maryann Urick, coordinator of Rec
reational Programs and Student Activities. 

Ervin, the chairwoman of this event, served as the host 
of the game show, and Professor Mike Hunt, an adjunct 
psychology professor, sat in to answer questions and re
solve disputes over questions and/or answers. 

To play the game, eight students were split into two 
groups of four. The Red Team consisted of Kelley Burks, 
19; Chris Barkmann, 19; Monica Dynes, 17; and Quinetta 
Tucker, 18. Blue Team members were Jeremy Joaquin, 
22; Holly Day Torrefranca, 22; Darcy Truchan, 45; and 
Luke Clifford, 21. According to Barkmann both teams 
missed a significant number of questions. 

During the first round, both teams were asked multiple 
choice questions. The second (lightning) round consisted 
of true or false questions. 

All the questions were compiled by Ervin and Hunt us
ing text and exams from Hunt's human sexuality course. 

After an hour of play the Red Team defeated the Blue, 
27 to 25. T-shirts which read, "I Lost It All At the Sex 
Bowl" and "'I Know It All Sex Bowl Champs" were 
awarded to both winners and losers. 

The idea of the Sex Bowl was conceived several years 
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Sex Bowl 2000 competition winning team (Red) {1rom ktfl) Chris Barkman, Kelly Burks, Mtchael Fields, Monica 
Dyes, Qulnetta Tucker defeated the Blue Team 'Z1 to 25. They received a shirt that said "I know It all-Sex Bowl 
Champs." (Photo by Rachel Delanoix) 

ago, when SAB members decided that human sexuality 
programs had lost all appeal with the student body. The 
game's purpose is to open up students' eyes and make 
them realize that they are not invincible and that they do 
not know everything about sex. 

The best way to attract positive attention to such an 
important topic was to find a "fun and entertaining way 
for students to learn about sex and sexually transmitted 
diseases." Urick said. 

Indeed it did attract much attention. 
With a turnout of about 150 students. faculty and sev

eral COM staff members. Sex Bowl 2000 seemed to be 
entertaining to everyone. 

The human sexuality course was scheduled to be taught 
this semester by Hunt. "But only two people registered 
for it," Hunt said, "so it didn't make the cut." After the 
poor results of the Sex Bowl, he recommended that "a 
good amount of students need to take the class." 

Workshop explains complex nature of domestic violence 
By JENNIFER WEST 
Staff Reporter 

The Women's Resource Crisis Center held the first of 
its four Brown Bag Workshops at College of the Main
land on Jan. 27 in the Leaming Resources Auditorium, L-
131. The workshops are sponsored by the COM Student 
Activities Board. The first workshop was Understanding 
Domestic Violence. 

"We do these workshops to inform the public on sexual 
assault and domestic violence, and also to help the vie~ 
tims in these situations," said Linda Telfah, Advocacy Ser
vices coordinator of the crisis center. "We will also come 

Charlie King and Karan Brandow perform at COM 
LRC Auditorium. King returned for the 16th year with 
newcomer Brandow. The two have been ·performing 
together since 1998. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 

to any organization to lecture." 
The presenters showed the video "Understanding Do

mestic Violence." Mai.ie for the center, the video told sto
ries of abuse victims. Violence experts also described the 
abuse cycle: The abuser beats his or her victim and then 
begs forgiveness. One victim called it the honeymoon 
cycle. It is a cycle that repeats itself. 

Many of the testimonials from the victims had one thing 
in common: They all felt they should have left the first 
time abuse happened. The video pointed out that violence , 
occurs in all economic levels, races, sexes and religions. 

The Clothesline Project is the name of the shirts on 
display in the college library. The shirts are the work of 

domestic abuse and violence victims in the Galveston 
County area. The 29 shirts are only a small number of the 
ones made by abuse victims in this area. The shirts will be 
displayed in the library until the last workshop in April. 

Three speakers were from the crisis center, located in 
Galveston. Ginger Henkel, an education coordinator for 
the center; Telfah; and Debbie Diaz is a Victim Advocate 
for the center. The fourth speaker was Lisa Voyles, Victim 
Assistance coordinator for the Friendswood Police De
partment. 

The next workshop, Domestic Violence is a Crime, is 
set for Feb. 24 at 12:30 in L-131. For more information 
call the crisis center at 1 (888) 919-SAFE (7233) .. 

King, Brandow peFform folk songs 
By JENNIFER WEST 
Staff Reporter 

Charlie King, the "musical storyteller and political sati
rist," returned for his 16th year at College of the Main
land accompanied by another folk singer, Karen Brandow. 

They gave three performances Feb. 7 in the Leaming 
Resources Auditorium, L-131. 

The performances were sponsored by the "Labor Stud
ies, Social and Behavioral Science, and Continuing Edu
cation Teams. 

Both performers told and sang tales of injustice, happi
ness and optimism. 

Put them together and you have songs telling about the 
civil rights movement, the Vietnam War era, injustices to 
people around the world and the gift of helping others. 

Some popular song topics were the falling of the Ber
lin Wall, emphasizing that other walls need to come down, 
too; evangelist Jerry Falwell, his fundamentalist beliefs 
and his persecution of the popular childrens' program 
Teletubbies character Tinky Winky; environmental issues; 
and the rele11.sc of South African freedom fighter Nelson 

• 

• 

Mandela from prison. 
King and Brandow also told stories of their adventures 

and suggested how we can bring together many cultures 
through peace and song. 

King has taken events that challenge people's beliefs 
and has made them understandable to a mainstream audi
ence through his music. His work aL-.o has been recorded 
by many other artists on the folk and mainstream scene. 

King's gifted storytelling mixed with humor adds a 
unique interest to his performance. Between songs, he 
gives monologues on labor, civil rights, women's issues, 

war and peace, hope and other human interest topics. 
Brandow began performing with King in 1998. She is 

a Spanish and English interpreter Who performs in both 
languages and sings son~ which send messages of peace 
and justice to make the world a better place. 

Brandow cites Joni Mitchell; Peter, Paul and Mary; and 
Pete Seeger as muscial influences. She started playing 
guitar and singing in her teens. Her views and feelings are 
expressed in her songs. 

She also has published a book, The Sky Never Changes 
in 1996 about the Guatemalan labor movement. 

• 

• 

• 

.• 

. 

·' 

.• 

.. 

' 

.. 

. . 



' . . 

. ,.. 

.J"'' ... 

_j 

• 
' 

• 

Page 4, February 2000, loterCOM 

News/Features 

Cosmetology students display their award-winning nail art at the COM cosmetology department. Shawn Smith 
(left) won first place for her aquariu.m theme and Sandy Tuck won second place for her Christmas tree theme in 
the contest held at San Jacinto South Community College Dec. 6. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Cosmetology students win nail art contest 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

College of the Mainland manicuring specialist students 
Shawn Smith and Sandy Tuck won first and second place 
in the nail art competition which took place at the San 
Jacinto South Community College Dec. 6. 

The competition included categories in nail art, makeup 
application and hair cutting, with students competing from 
the 11 community colleges in Jhe Gulf Coast Community 
College Consortium. 

Smith and Tuck were the only COM students to enter 
the competition. "I was very proud of their winning be
cause they had worked so hard," said Kim Adams, COM 
cosmetology instructor. "Competition gives the students 
an opportunity to see where they stand." 

Smith took first place with her creation of a tropical 
aquarium theme. '"The idea for the theme came to me in a 
dream,"she said. · 

Tuck won second place with a Christmas theme; she 
used her nail art creations as Christmas tree ornaments. 
"It was a last minute idea. I actually wore one of the de
signs during the Christmas holidays." 

Like painting on tiny canvases, the students create art
ful paintings on synthetic finger nails; then they incorpo
rate them into a display. 

Their work was judged on creativity and originality and 

Medicine inA,t on exhibit 
The College of the Mainland Art Gallery will exhibit 

Medicine in Art March 6 through April 6. The opening 
reception is March 6 from 5-7, p.m. 

Special guest Bettyann Holtzmann Kevles, author of 
Naked to the Bone, will speak Ma'rch 28 at 3 p.m. A re
ception will follow. 

Artists whose work will be on exhibit include: Tori 
Ellison, Shirley Klinghoffer, Jeanette Landrie, Steve 
Miller, Katherine Sherwood and Todd Siler. 

For more information or gallery hours call (409) 938-
1211 or I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 354. 

College of the Mainland will be officially closed 
to the public during spring break, March 13-19. 

it included the display. 
The manicuring specialist class of 11 students will 

graduate in April. Smith plans to go to work for a "repu
. table" salon. "I will specialize in nail art," she said. 

Tuck also plans to go to work for a salon for a while. 
"Then I plan to go independent," she said. 

The COM Manicurist Specialist course is a 600-clock 
hour course-which teaches students all aspects of mani
cure and pedicure. The course includes theory, lectures 
and hands-on application. 

In order to graduate, students must meet several state 
requirements. Some of these include learning about hy
giene, infection control, fungi, other nail disorders and 
instrument sterilization. Students also learn about the hu
man anatomy and physiology of the hands and feet. 

Knowledge in these areas is important for the protec
tion kd safety of the manicurist and the client. 

Adams has been a cosmetology instructor at COM since 
1995. She received he'r state license upon graduating from 
Santa Fe High School in t 991. 

The manicurist specialist course is part of the cosme
tology program located in the Cosmetology Building at 
the Appomattox Square across the street from COM 's main 
campus. Manicure students serve the public on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

For more information contact Adams at ( 409) 938-8607 
or (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859,Ext. 480. 

SAB workshops confront 
issues of domestic violence 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board, 
in conjunction with the Women's Crisis Center, is pre
senting special Brown Bag Workshops on Domestic Vio
lence. The first workshop was held Jan. 27 and was on the 
topic of Understanding Domestic Violence. 

Three additional workshops will be presented over the 
course of the semester. A workshop titled Domestic Vio
lence is a Crime will be presented Feb. 24 at 12:30 p.m. in 
Room L-131 of the Leaming Resources CenteJ. Another 
se~inar, The Impact Of Children, is set for Ma.rch 23 at 
12:30 p.m. also in L-131. The four-part seminar will con
clude with Helping Victims of Domestic Violence on April 
27 at 12:30 p.m. in L-131. 

The workshops are called Brown Bag Workshops so 
attendees will know that they may bring a lunch. 

For more information call SAB sponsor Maryann Urick 
at or (409) 938- 1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 
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·southwest premiere 
addresses equality 
By RACHEL DELANOIX 
Copy Editor 

The sixties are alive again with splendor and music in 
the southwest premiere of The Good Times Are Killing 
Me. The play written by Lynda Barry, is directed by Mark 
Adams in the College of"the Mainland Arena Theatre. 

The production set to open March 23 is the story of 
two girls who find friendship in the midst of a world torn 
apart by racism, divorce and teen-age politics. It is set in 
"a working-class neighborhood outside of a northern 
city," Adams said. "It could be any northern·industrial 
city, Pittsburgh, Buffalo, Detroit .... " 

Highlighted with the music of the sixties, the show fea
tures such familiar tunes as "Blue Hawaii," "Everybody 
Loves Somebody," "Put Your Head on My Shoulder," 
"Weak Spot,""lfThey Asked Me I Could Write a Book," 
and "Volare." 

In the January 2000 issue of the theater's publication, 
Front Row, Director Adams is quoted as saying, "The 
leading roles of Edna and Bonn a are two of the most chal
lenging and exciting roles written for young women in 
the past 50 years." The article also states, "The interest 
from agents in Houston for this production is a sure sign 
that these two roles could make 'overnight stars' of two 
talented young women." 

The part of Edna Arkins is played by K.atylu Siciliano; 
Bonna Willis is played by Katrina Sheppard and Nikki 
Marie Darwin plays Lucy Arkins. Edna's little sister. 

The ensemble cast includes Rhonda Alexander, Marcia 
Estelle, Jeremy Lewis and Rene Pere, all newcomers to 
the COM stage. Returning to the COM stage are Alicia 
Devoy, Carolyn Ortiz, Eva Patterson, April Perry, Matt 
Stanford, Rod Todd and Beth Townsend. .-- _. 

Performances are March 23-April 16, Thursdays. Fri
days and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. 
The free preview night is March 22 at 8 p.m. 

To make reservations, purchase season tickets or for 
more infonnation call the theater box office at ( 409) 938-
1211, or I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 345. 

Rodeo showcases 
musical diversity 
By JENNIFER WEST 
Slaff Reporter 

· This year · the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo 
added a little spice to its musical lineup: Boyz JI Men 
perform Feb. 23 and the Steve Miller Band March 3. 

Several artists making their first appearance at the ro
. deo this Year are legendary crooner Tony Bennett (Feb. 

25) along with two Tejano acts, Los Tucares de Tijuana 
andA.B. Quintanilla y Los Kumbia Kings (both Feb. 27). 

Robert Earl Keen (March 4) also makes an appearance 
along. with glam rocker Rod Stewart (Feb. 29). Motown 
legend Smokey Robinson (Feb. 26) also performs. 

Sister trio SHeDAISY (Feb. 26) also make their first 
rodeo performance. 

The rodeo also features some popular returning acts, 
such as country superstars Kenny Rogers (March 4), Reba 
McEntire (March 2), Clay Walker (March 5) and Brooks 
& Dunn(March 1). Latin sensation Enrique Iglesias (Feb. 
24) returns for his second perfonnaoce. 

Willie Nelson and Merle Haggard kicked off the show 
on Feb. 18. Lonestar, Jo Dee Messina, Le Ann Rimes, 
the Judds and Alan Jackson also gave performances. 

For a complete listing of the rodeo performers and other 
rodeo events check out the website at <www.hlsr.com>. 
Tickets are $12. 

Ticket buyers should be aware that the only authorized 
· ticket outlets are at the Astrodome box office and all 
Ticket Master locations. 
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SAB Sex Bowl 2000 
educates participants 
By HOLLY DAY TORREFRANCA 
StatT Reporter 

The year 2000,is finally here , yet too many College of 
the Mainland students still know little about sex and sexu
ally transmitted diseases. 

This was all too evident at the Sex Bowl 2000 game 
sponsored by the Student Activities Board in the Student 
Center Feb. 1. 

SAB member Monie Ervin headed up this year 's Sex 
Bowl with the assistance of other SAB members and un
der the guidance of Maryann Urick, coordinator of Rec
reational Programs and Student Activities. 

Ervin, the chairwoman of this event, served as the host 
of the game show, and Professor Mike Hunt, an adjunct 
psychology professor, sat in to answer questions and re
solve disputes over questions and/or answers. 

To play the game, eight students were split into two 
groups of four. The Red Team consisted of Kelley Burks, 
19; Chris Barkmann, 19; Monica Dynes, 17; and Quinetta 
Tucker, 18. Blue Team members were Jeremy Joaquin, 
22; Holly Day Torrefranca, 22; Darcy Truchan, 45; and 
Luke Clifford, 21. According to Barkmann both teams 
missed a significant number of questions. 

During the first round, both teams were asked multiple 
choice questions. The second (lightning) round consisted 
of true or false questions. 

All the questions were compiled by Ervin and Hunt us
ing text and exams from Hunt's human sexuality course. 

After an hour of play the Red Team defeated the Blue, 
27 to 25. T-shirts which read, "I Lost It All At the Sex 
Bowl" and "'I Know It All Sex Bowl Champs" were 
awarded to both winners and losers. 

The idea of the Sex Bowl was conceived several years 
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Sex Bowl 2000 competition winning team (Red) {1rom ktfl) Chris Barkman, Kelly Burks, Mtchael Fields, Monica 
Dyes, Qulnetta Tucker defeated the Blue Team 'Z1 to 25. They received a shirt that said "I know It all-Sex Bowl 
Champs." (Photo by Rachel Delanoix) 

ago, when SAB members decided that human sexuality 
programs had lost all appeal with the student body. The 
game's purpose is to open up students' eyes and make 
them realize that they are not invincible and that they do 
not know everything about sex. 

The best way to attract positive attention to such an 
important topic was to find a "fun and entertaining way 
for students to learn about sex and sexually transmitted 
diseases." Urick said. 

Indeed it did attract much attention. 
With a turnout of about 150 students. faculty and sev

eral COM staff members. Sex Bowl 2000 seemed to be 
entertaining to everyone. 

The human sexuality course was scheduled to be taught 
this semester by Hunt. "But only two people registered 
for it," Hunt said, "so it didn't make the cut." After the 
poor results of the Sex Bowl, he recommended that "a 
good amount of students need to take the class." 

Workshop explains complex nature of domestic violence 
By JENNIFER WEST 
Staff Reporter 

The Women's Resource Crisis Center held the first of 
its four Brown Bag Workshops at College of the Main
land on Jan. 27 in the Leaming Resources Auditorium, L-
131. The workshops are sponsored by the COM Student 
Activities Board. The first workshop was Understanding 
Domestic Violence. 

"We do these workshops to inform the public on sexual 
assault and domestic violence, and also to help the vie~ 
tims in these situations," said Linda Telfah, Advocacy Ser
vices coordinator of the crisis center. "We will also come 

Charlie King and Karan Brandow perform at COM 
LRC Auditorium. King returned for the 16th year with 
newcomer Brandow. The two have been ·performing 
together since 1998. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 

to any organization to lecture." 
The presenters showed the video "Understanding Do

mestic Violence." Mai.ie for the center, the video told sto
ries of abuse victims. Violence experts also described the 
abuse cycle: The abuser beats his or her victim and then 
begs forgiveness. One victim called it the honeymoon 
cycle. It is a cycle that repeats itself. 

Many of the testimonials from the victims had one thing 
in common: They all felt they should have left the first 
time abuse happened. The video pointed out that violence , 
occurs in all economic levels, races, sexes and religions. 

The Clothesline Project is the name of the shirts on 
display in the college library. The shirts are the work of 

domestic abuse and violence victims in the Galveston 
County area. The 29 shirts are only a small number of the 
ones made by abuse victims in this area. The shirts will be 
displayed in the library until the last workshop in April. 

Three speakers were from the crisis center, located in 
Galveston. Ginger Henkel, an education coordinator for 
the center; Telfah; and Debbie Diaz is a Victim Advocate 
for the center. The fourth speaker was Lisa Voyles, Victim 
Assistance coordinator for the Friendswood Police De
partment. 

The next workshop, Domestic Violence is a Crime, is 
set for Feb. 24 at 12:30 in L-131. For more information 
call the crisis center at 1 (888) 919-SAFE (7233) .. 

King, Brandow peFform folk songs 
By JENNIFER WEST 
Staff Reporter 

Charlie King, the "musical storyteller and political sati
rist," returned for his 16th year at College of the Main
land accompanied by another folk singer, Karen Brandow. 

They gave three performances Feb. 7 in the Leaming 
Resources Auditorium, L-131. 

The performances were sponsored by the "Labor Stud
ies, Social and Behavioral Science, and Continuing Edu
cation Teams. 

Both performers told and sang tales of injustice, happi
ness and optimism. 

Put them together and you have songs telling about the 
civil rights movement, the Vietnam War era, injustices to 
people around the world and the gift of helping others. 

Some popular song topics were the falling of the Ber
lin Wall, emphasizing that other walls need to come down, 
too; evangelist Jerry Falwell, his fundamentalist beliefs 
and his persecution of the popular childrens' program 
Teletubbies character Tinky Winky; environmental issues; 
and the rele11.sc of South African freedom fighter Nelson 

• 

• 

Mandela from prison. 
King and Brandow also told stories of their adventures 

and suggested how we can bring together many cultures 
through peace and song. 

King has taken events that challenge people's beliefs 
and has made them understandable to a mainstream audi
ence through his music. His work aL-.o has been recorded 
by many other artists on the folk and mainstream scene. 

King's gifted storytelling mixed with humor adds a 
unique interest to his performance. Between songs, he 
gives monologues on labor, civil rights, women's issues, 

war and peace, hope and other human interest topics. 
Brandow began performing with King in 1998. She is 

a Spanish and English interpreter Who performs in both 
languages and sings son~ which send messages of peace 
and justice to make the world a better place. 

Brandow cites Joni Mitchell; Peter, Paul and Mary; and 
Pete Seeger as muscial influences. She started playing 
guitar and singing in her teens. Her views and feelings are 
expressed in her songs. 

She also has published a book, The Sky Never Changes 
in 1996 about the Guatemalan labor movement. 
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COM to participate 
in GCI C Sports Day 
By RYAN JAKEWAY 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainla'nd will participate in the annual 
Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Sports Day on March 23. 

This semester GCIC Sports Day will be co-hosted by 
Kingwood College and North Harris College, with dif
ferent events at each college. 

Scheduled events are basketball, softball, volleyball, 
table tennis, racquetball, tennis and eight-ball. 

The basketball, table tennis, racquetball; tennis and 
eight-ball participants will· be selected after qualifying 
toumamenls on campus. 

Other colleges participating at sports day are Alvin, 
Brazosport, Galveston, Houston Community, Lee, North 
Harris Montgomery, San Jacinto North and South, and 
Wharton County Community. 

For more information contact Maryann Urick, coordi
nator of Recrdtional Programs and Student Activities, at 
(409) 938-1211 or I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

Music Professor James Heffel (standing far left) took COM music students (seated from left) Beth Lawery, Lynn 
McBrayer and (standing from left) Joseph Andrew&, Shawn Johnson and David Lacey to perfrom at the Texas 
Music Educators Association Convention in San Antonio Feb. 16-20. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

Weekly games in Gym 
Have you ever wanted to play basketball or volleyball 

in the College of the Mainland Gym but were not sure 
when you could do so? If so, then you are in luck. 

Internationally known hypnotist visits campus Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 7-10 p.m. 
the college has "open gym." During this time all students 
are welcome to participate in pick-up games. This means 
you come in and form a team with others in the Gym. By DALIA ORNELAS 

Staff Reporter 

Internationally known hypnotist Andrew Becker will 

perform at College of the Mainland in the Leaming Re
sources Center Auditorium, L-131, March 2 at 7:30 p.m. 
The performance is free to credit students and employ
ees, but $1 for all others. 

Becker guarantees his show will be a unique entertain
ment experience, whether you watch or participate. 

By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

College of the Mainland gained two new deans Jan. 3. 
Dr. Pam Davenport is the new vice president/dean of Stu
dent Affairs, and James Templer is the new vice presi
dent/dean of Instruction. The original position of dean of 
Instruction and Student Development was divided into the 
two new positions. Dr. Donald G. Bass retired from the 
position of dean of Instruction and Student Development 
in 1998 after 14 years. History professor Alex Pratt was 
acting dean from fall 1998 to spring 2000. 

"My primary role is to support the student affairs teams 
and administrative teams," Dr. Davenport said. As dean 
of Student Affairs, she oversees the entire student griev
ance process through the student affairs teams. 

Dr. Davenport was the dean of counseling and assess· 
mcnt at Oklahoma-City Community College from 1973 
to 1997 and vice president of student seivices at Okla: 
homa State University from 1997 to December 1999 be
fore coming to COM. Dr. Davenport came to COM be
cause the self-managed team environment appealed to her. 

The duties of the vice president/dean of Instruction is 
"to coordinate all of the instruction areas, (such as) aca
demics, faculty teams, the library and media services," 
Templer said. Templer manages all areas of curriculum 
so that they meet state legal requirements. 

Templer was an art professor at COM for 23 years. He 
made the switch from professor to dean because •he "rec
ognized a tremendous need for leadership" on campus. 

Becker, a University of Houston graduate, got his start 
in entertainment after being an active participant in stu
dent government and .progiamming at UH. 

He has performed at Stephen F. Austin University in 
Nacogdoches, Texas Tech University in Lubbock and _has 
performed at statewide conventions. 

Becker received his hypnosis certification through the 
National Guild of Hyp·notists. He is qualified to practice 
hypnotherapy for smoking cessation and weight loss. · 
Becker also gives educational programs. 

On Mondays and Wednesdays you must sign in to use 
the north court. Six courts are available in the Gym for 
different skill levels to play. 

Open volleyball is available on Tuesdays from 7-9:30 
p.m. To play, sign in at the front desk and find a team. 
Guests not enrolled at COM must pay $3 per visitor or 
buy a recreational membership. 

For more information call the Gym at (409) 938-1211 
or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 422. 

COM President Larry L. Stanley (left) listens as new Vice president/Dean of Instruction James Templer addresses 
a student's problem at a recent Student Concerns Forum held in the Student Center Feb. 17. New Vice President/ 
Dean of Student Affairs Dr. Pam Davenport and Dr. Henry DI Pope, dean of College and Financial Seivlces, also 
formed part of the panel. The new deans fill the position of dean of Instruction and Student Development formerly 
held by Dr. Donald G. Bass, and Professor Alex Pratt. (Photo by~ Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 
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Joe Darde honored as 
'99 Donor of the Year 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland foundation named Joe 
Darde the 1999 Donor of the Year at the annual donor 
luncheon held in the Student Center Dec. 3. 

The Pat Dardc Theatre Scholarship was established by 
Dardc in 1993 in memory of his late wife Pat who worked 
for 21 years as a senior secretary in the Fine Arts and 
Humanities Department until retiring in 1990. 

Three $1,000 Dardc scholarships are awarded each 
si,ring to theater majors. The scholarship covers four se
mesters excluding the summer. Recipients must maintain 
a 3.0 grade point average and be enrolled in at least 12 
credit hours. 

Two COM students, Rachel Delanoix and Faron 
Samford, are current recipients of the Darde scholarship. 
Delano ix is in her fourth semester of the scholarship and 
Samford is in his second. 

" My wife loved the theater and was very enthusiastic 
about all the arts at College of the Mainland, so to per
petuate her memory with a performing arts scholarship is 
something that I know she would like," Darde said in a 
recent press release. 

For more information contact the COM Foundation at 
(409) 938-1211 or at 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 508. 
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College of the Mainland students Faron Samford (center) and Rachel Delanolx meet scholarship donor Joe Darde 
at a recent reception at COM where Oarde was named Donor of the Year by the COM Fouridatlon. Samford currently 
is attending COM on his second semester of the Pat Darde scholarship and Delanolx Is attending on her fourth 
semester. Both are theater majors as required by the scholarship. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Student government serves student needs Habitat for IJ~mani~y 
seeks volunteers at COM By CHRISTINE LEVIGE 

Staff Reporter 

Do you as a College of the Mainland student ever won
der who listens to .your concerns and needs? 

People who feel that college personnel are not showing 
enough concern for their problems are encouraged to join 
the Student Government. 

Student Government is a student organization that rep
rt:,Sents students through its nine elected officers. Student 
participation helpsihe college to know how well it is re
sponding to their needs. Then the officers can focus on 
issues for that year. Once they know the students' needs, 
they can set an agenda for the year. Other student organi
zations send at least one representative to the biweekly 
meetings allowing greater input. 

The officers are elected by the student body on a yearly 
ba~is. Once elected, the officers choose an adviser who 
then appoints a co-adviser. 

The officers for the 1999-2000 school year are Chris
tine Levige~ president; Dana Sparling, vice president; 
Robin Larson, Secretary; Tanisha Hicks, parliamentarian 
and Mario Lozano, Chris Chasteen and Wendell Ferguson, 
COM Senate representatives. 

James Shippy lS the associate dean of Student Affairs 
and Student Government adviser; Beverly Mitchell.is co
ordinator of the Student Center and co-adviser. Olda Perez 
is lhe Retired Senior Volunteer Program coordinator and 
alternate adviser. 

Students can get involved in Student Government by 
attending the meetings, which are held every other Thurs· 
day at 12:30 p.m. in the Administration Building, Room 
A-148. The remaining meetings are March 9 and 30; and 
April 13 and 27. 

Students with any questions and concerns should con
tact the Qfficers or advisers in the Student Affairs Office 
or in the Counseling and Testing Center at ( 409) 938· 
1211 or 1 (888) 288 8859, Ext. 681 or 413 respectively. 

IN MEMORY OF CHAR.LES SCHULZ 

NOV. U,, 1922.-fE.B.IZ.,Z.OOO 
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By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

The Phi Theta Kappa International Honor Society at 
College of the Mainland sponsored a visif by Habitat for 
Humanity International, in the Technical/Vocational Build
ing Auditorium,T-07, Feb. 10. 

The PTK regional office recommended that the COM 
chapter get in touch with HHI for a national project. 

"We had some difficulty getting in touch with Habitat 
for Humanity International at first," said Fabian Sifuentes, 
president of the PTKat COM. "But Maryann Urick (SAB 
sponsor) helped us get in touch with them." 

Bob Greeley and his wife Dorothy, both representatives 
of the Texas City HHI, spoke to the group. Most of the 
students were members of PTK. 

"There was one fellow that was just jumping out of his 
chair trying to learn more about volunteering," Bob 
Greeley said. He and his wife informed the students about 
volunteering and the process of building homes. 

HHI is a non-profit Christian organization with .iffili
ates worldwide. The organization strives to eliminate pov
erty housing and homelessness around the world. It in
viles people of all backgrounds, races and religions to build 
houses in fellowship with families in need. 

Millar Fuller and his wife Linda founded HHI in Ala
bama in 1976. The organization now has some 1,400 af· 
filiates worldwide. .., 

The HHI Texas City chapter is part of the Bay Area
Houston Affiliate. It serves La Porte, Dickinson, 
Galveston, Texas City and Friendswood. 

HHl will begin work on a house in Texas City in March 
or April. The house will be a four-bedroom home built on 
a lot donated by Bert Masters of Pollok. 

HHI receives one third of its funding from individual 
contributions, one third from churches and the rest from 
corporations. Sterling Chemicals of Texas City funded the 
last home built in Texas City. Amoco and Union Carbide 
also have made financial contributions. 

It takes about 3,600 volunteer hOurs to build a home. 
Then the house is sold al cost and the money is recycled 
into the affiliate organization. "We receive help from some 
angels," Bob -Greeley said. "Contractors, suppliers and 
architects donate materials and seivices." 

For more information contact the Greeleys at (409) 945-
4696, or visit the website <http://www.habitat.org>. 
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Editorials/News 

Donna Ashley of the Gulf Coast Blood Center of Houston interviews donor Jason GIiis, a COM student, In the 
Student Center at COM during the Spring Blood Drive sponsored by the Student Activities Board Feb. 1 and 2. 
The blood center collected 90 units of blood during this blood drive. (Photo by Rachel Oelanoix) 

Blood drive collects 90 units of blood 
By NAOMI GRIMALDO 
Sta IT Reporter 

College of the Mainland held the Spring Blood Drive 
in the Student Center Feb. 1 and 2. The drive, sponsored 
by the Student Activities Board, was Open to students, 
staff, faculty and the public. The Gulf Coast Blood Cen
ter in Houston provided the medical personnel, equip
ment and collected the blood. 

"I decided to donate blood because I noticed it in the 
ne~spapcr, and I didn't have anything to do so I came," 
said Texas City resident R.J. Watson. 

Houston resident Madeline Garcia said,"[ thought it 
would be a good cau~e. so I brought a friend." 
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The first day the blood drive attracted 64 prospetive 
donors; of those, 13 were unable to donate; on Feb. 2, 45 
people attempted to donate blood; six. were unable. 

"The blood drive was by far a success," said Maryann 
Urick, coordinator for the spring semester blood drive 
and SAB acTviscr. "I was a bit disappointed we did not 
have enough screeners, that we actuall y had to turn away 
donors, but all together it was a good turnout." 

Reasons for not being allowed to donate blood include 
having tattoos or piercing done within the last 12 months, 
being on certain medications, having high blood pres
sure, or other medical conditions. 

The blood center collected 90 units during this spring 
blood drive, compared to last ~pring's 73 units. The fall 
semester collected 341 units. 

The large turnout was motivated by the accident that 
claimed the life of Texas City firefighter, Chief William 
Bethune and hospitalized firefighter Craig Peterson, who 
needed blood transfusions. 

Writer agrees with editor 
Dear Elias, 

While attending the COM theatre last Sunday I 
happened upon the December 1999 issue of the 
InterCOM. I was very pleased to read your 
editorial concerning religion and public educa
tion. ("Education, not religion school's responsi
bility," Page 2), 

I appreciate your well thought out comments. 
I agree with them completely. 

Thank you for them. 
Yours very truly, 

Joe Darde 

Letters to the Editor policy: lnterCOM wel· 

comes all letters. Make letters brief llnd to the 

point. Include a name and daytime telephone num
ber for verification. We reserve the right to edit all 

letter.<; for length, grammar, spelling and libelous 

content. Letters to the Editor will be printed on a 

space-available basir Letters may be sent to 

<Intercom_ Editor@hotmllil.com >. 

• 
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McFayden combines 
humor with news 

In today's pop music world, ridden with boy bands and 
saturated with midriff-baring blondes, it is not surprising 
that MTV's choice for the new MTV News reporter for 
the new millenium is a non-threatening, all-American, 
clean-cut blond himself. His name iS Brian McFayden 
and the question on everyone's pink-glossed lips is, "Is 
he just another pretty face?" 

McFayden is MTV's newest addition to the news team, 
joining in late November. Perhaps you've seen him do 
the ten-to-the-hour·every-hour news spot on MTV, 
dancing to Destiny's Child and reminding a half-awake 
nation that if they can just stay up another 50 minutes, he 
will be there keeping the world up to date on the latest 
music and news. McFayden alternates.reporting the 
hourly updates with four MTV veterans. 

Author and fonner Rolling Stone editor Kurt Loder 
writes and reports the MTV News updates seen each 
hour. Loder joined MTV in 1988 as MTV News' anchor 
and chief news corresponden·t. MTV's website explains 
that John Norris joined the MTV news department in 
New York in 1986 to write music and entertainment news 
segments for the MTV VJs (video jockeys). In 1988 he 
was appointed Loder's alternate, filling in for Loder as 
host of MTV's hourly news reports. 

Today Loder and Norris share the ten-to-the-hour spots 
with Chris Connelly and Serena Allschul. Connelly's 
association with MTV began April 1988, and Altschul 
joined MTV News in January 1996 after spending two 
years as an anchor/reporter for Channel One News. TV in 
the Classroom: News or Nikes? a website by Whittle 
Communications, the company that created Channel One 
News, explains, 1·For the uninitiated, Channel One is a 
television news program targeted at tcen·agcrs and 
beamed to school classrooms around the country via 
satellite." So most college-age students recognize 
Altschul from her work with Channel One. 

Similarly "MTV's hourly news reports cover every· 
thing from music and pop culture to social issues and 
politics," states the MTV website. The position of MTV 
news reporter is a prestigious and coveted one, and 
Mcfayden far exceeds the minimum requirements. His 
efficient, yet personable delivery of the news is addictive 
and he is prone to making clever comments of his own 
between video clips of artists. After No Doubt lead singer 
Gwen Stefani explained how she took a razor blade to 
the rubber bands on her new braces, he playfully added, 
"Things you overhear in a lunchroom in seventh grade ... " 

When I first saw Mcfayden, 1 was amazed at seeing a 
new face. I had started thinking that the only way MTV ;., 
got employees was by sifting through thousands of 
wanna.be VJs. In short, I thought real people did not 
make it to Mtv. McFayden has proven me wrong. 

His talent is obvious in his casual, yet professional 
manner. McFayden far surpasses the laughable carica
tures of such lovable, yet ridiculous MTV favorites as 
Jesse Camp, Ahmet Zappa or Tom Green. 

I hope to continue seeing more of him on MTV, and 
MTV editors have promised: "Yes, Brian McFayden is 
indeed with MTV News for the long haul." 

McFayden has made the cut. His swoon-worthy good 
looks are sure to rope in boy-band fans nationwide. He 
appeals to the heavy.metal crowd with his passion for 
"KORN!" And his wit and intellect keep viewers hooked. 

For more infonnation, visit MTV's website at 
<www.mtv.com>, or <http://www.fair.org/extra/best-of
extra/tv-classroom.html> (Whittle Communications/ 
Channel One: IV in the Classroom: News or Nikes ?). 
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Black History Month events still to come 
Continued from Page 1-----------

The Black Art Display by Aloma Marquis, a former FBI 
special agent, will be on exhibit through March 7 in the 
Fine Arts Building. A Black Art display in the Leaming 
Resources Center Library and another in the Administra· 
tion Building are on display through Feb. 29. 

Three films were programmed for the LRCAuditorium, 
L-131. Soul Food, edited for general audiences was 
screened on Feb. 22 at 12:30 p.m.; Goin' Back To "T" 
Town will be shown Feb. 23 at 7 p.m.; and Eyes on the
Prize is set for Feb. 29 at 12:30 p.m. 

Sickle-cell testing will be conducted in the Student 
Center Feb. 2310 a.m.-2p.m. A Soul Food Luncheon with 
Zydeco music will be held in the Student Center Feb. 24 
at 12:30 p.m. 

Off-campus events include: A Blues Presentation at 
University of Houston-Clear Lake, Feb. 24 at 7:30 p.m.; 
and a Gospel Fest/Dinner at Greater St. Matthew's Church 
in Hitchcock Feb. 26 at 7:30 p.m. • 

For information contact Beverly Mitchell, Student 
Center coordinator, at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext 528, 

New tower complies with Clean Air Act 
Continued from Page I----------
reduce the electrical cost by 30 percent while improving 
the comfort level of students and staff on campus." 

Kostelecky said the decision to replace the obsolete 
system came under the direction of Dr. Henry D. Pope, 
dean of College and Financial Services at COM. 

According to Dr. Pope the planning process, which be
gan in 1991, resulted in a two-phase implementation pro
gram. "The first phase was securing funding and devel
oping an energy management program." He added, "It 
was a long planning process." 

Dr. Pope was nominated for and awarded the Regional 
Outstanding Business Officer award from the National 
Community Colleges Business Officers Association last 
November in Orlando, Fla. 

The $2 million project will provide the college about 

$1/4 million savings per year in energy savings. "We bave 
achieved that much, but we are going to do better," Dr. 
Pope said. 

Another consideration in replacing the old system was 
lhat the new system is environmentally friendly because 
it uses refrigerant R134A, while the original system used 
Rll, a carbon-tluoro-carbon refrigerant (Freon), which 
depletes the ozone layer and was banned from produc· 
tion globally by the 1993 Montreal Clean Air Act. 

Kostelecky pointed out that the old cooling tower sys
tem had to be replaced because much of the structure 
was showing signs Of deterioration. Pipes were corroded 
and concrete supports were cracked. 

The changeover to the new ~ystem was implemented 
during the evening hours of the Thanksgiving break and 
during the Christmas holidays. 

Writing tutorials offered in L-248, Suite B 
By RYAN JAKEWAY 
Staff Reporter 

Writing tutofials arc available at Colleieof the Main· 
land for anyone needing assistance in writing papers. 

Both the developmental and English faculty are offer
ing tutorials in either the developmental writing lab lo
cated in L-248 of the Learning Resources Center or in the 
writing center located in Suite B of the LRC. 

Developmental writing covers problems with grammar, 
mechanics, basic writing skills and reading on a one-to
one basis. Computer-aided instruction also is available. 

The writing center addresses problems with thesis state
ments, generating ideas for essays, organization, devel
opment, documentation of sources and other related as-

pects of writing in one·to·one tutoring sessions. 
Developmental writing tutorials are available in L-248 

on Mondays and Wednesdays from 12:30-1:50 p.m. with 
Clirft Hiiriter; MomiayS anaTu-esoays-c.z=3:20 p.m. wifh 
Carolyn Sharer; and Mondays 4·6:30 p.m. with C~thy 
Moran. 

Writing center tutorials are open Mondays and Wednes
days, 9:30-10:50 a.m. with Dr. Gilchrist White; 11-12:20 
p.m. with Dr. Ari.drew Nelson; 3:30-4:50 p.m. with Ouida 
Sanmann; and 5·5:45 p.m. with Dr. Mark Sanders. 

The writing center is open Tuesdays 9 a.m.·noon with 
Kathye Bergin; and 4:30-5:45 p.m. with Brenda Brown. 

On Thursdays writing center tutoring is available noon
l :30 p.m. with Dr. Sanders; 3-4:20 p.m. with Astrid 
Lowery ; and 4:30-5:45 p.m. with Brown. 

Spring 2000 InterCOM staff 

Managing Editor Michael Navarro (center) is flanked by the Spring 2000 lnterCOM staff: (back from left 
Christine M. Levlge, Chris Barkmann, NaolTli Grimaldo, Ryan Jakeway, Belle Rohden, Jennifer West; (front 
from left) cartoonist Brad Stevenson, Michelle Fichera, Copy Editor Rachel Oelanoix,Assistant Editor Elias 
de la Cerda Jr., and Dalla Ornelas. Holly Day Torrefranca is not pictured. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery} 
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COM student Heather Brasher sings her rendi
tion of "It's All Coming Back," at the Valentine's 
Day Party, Feb, 10 (Photo by Belle Rohden) 

SAB Valentine's, party 
features karaoke contest 
By BELLE ROHDEN 
Stall' Reporter 

The .College of the Mainland Student ACtivities 
Board gave.a Valent~ Day Karaoke parfy from 
12:30-1 :30 p.m. Feb. to in the Leaming Resources 
Center breezeway. The purpose of the party, accord
ing to SAB member Marie Nguyen, was "to bring 
people together and give them an early Valentine's 
gift from SAB." 

DJs Jason Johansson and Darry I Santell with DJD 
Entertainment of La Marque provided the music for 
a karaoke contest as students enjoyed chili dogs, 
chips, cookies and assorted beverages served by 
SAB members. 

Karaoke contest winners were Heather Brasher, 
Laura Smith and Leo Mckeithan. 

Brasher won first place for her powerful perfor
mance of "It's All Coming Back To Me." She is a 
student assistant in the COM emergency medical 
service and fire technology school. Smith ·won sec
ond place for her rendition of " Hanky Panky." She 
is the program assistant ·for Public Service Careers 
Team. Mckeithan won third place for his charis
matic singing of "Patience." 

Prizes were $10 cash and choice of a little bear 
with candy or vase with pink and white flowers. 

Crisis hotline training available 
By RYAN JAKEWAY 
Staff Reporter 

Crisis Intervention of Houston Inc. is offering crisis 
hotline training. 

No experience is necessary, but you must be non-judg· 
mental, caring, objective and at least 15 years old. 

Tt"aining for the hotline is spanned over a five-day pe
riod and you must attend all the sessions. Training ses
sions will be held at 1300 Bay Area Blvd. in Clear Lake. 
Sessions are on Thursdays from 5- 9:30 p.m. and Satur
days from 10 a.m,- 5:30 p.m Training days are Feb. 24, 
26, and March 2, 4 and 11. 

Call Lorinda Lonie at (281) 282-6046 to apply and be 
interviewed by Crisis Intervention personnel. 
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What's Happening 

COM music Professor Sparky Koerner (left) poses wiUr the students who were selected to perform with the Texas 
Community College All State Symphonic Band Feb. 15. The students are {from left) Amber Turner, Amy Wright, 
Brandon Diaz and Aaron Koerner, (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

COM music students selected to All State 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Staff Reporter 

Three College of the Mainland music students were se
lected to perform with the Texas Community College All 
State Symphonic Band and one student was selected for 
the All State Jazz Ensemble. 

Brandon Diaz, percussion; Amber Turner, bass clari
net; and /\my Wright, clarinet were ~"elected to the Sym
phonic Band. 

Aaron Koerner. trumpet, was selected to the Jazz En
semble. Dory Williams, flute, was selected as an alter
nate. 

"l am very proud of these students and their dedication 

of time to prepare the audition pieces," said COM music 
Professor Sparky Koerner in a recent press release. 

This is the second year Di~z and Wright have been se
lected to All State. 

The Symphonic Band is an SO-member orchestra and 
the Jazz Ensemble is a 20·member band. Koerner was one 
of five trumpets chosen to play; Turner one of four bass 
clarinets; Wright one of 21 clarinets; and Diaz one of eight 
percussionists. 

The students were given audition material in Septem
ber. In October the audition material was recorded at COM 
and sent off to be judged. 

Both bands performed al the Texas Music Educators 
Conference in San Antonio Feb. 15. 

Siegfried & Roy showcased at IMAX 
By RACHEL DELANOIX 
Copy Editor 

Siegfried Fischbacher and Roy Uwe Ludwig Horn star 
in the aptly titled Siegfried & Roy: The Magic Box, play
ing at the Moody Gardens 3D IMAX Theater beginning 
March 10. The film !s narrated by Academy Award win
ner Anthony Hopkins, and the music is composed by Os
car nominee Alan Silvestri. 

The film seeks to inspire the child in everyone. It tells 
the story of two German boys who find each other by 
chance and combine their separate dreams to create an 
~x:traordinary union. 

The Magic .Box is brilliantly done, taking full advan
_tage of every opportunity to showcase a plethora of 30 
effects. Lions and tigers jump over you as you fly out of 
windows, under togs and through a tangle of intricate, 
turning gears. 

One particularly effective scene sends you whipping 

Graduation deadline March 27 
The deadhne to apply for the spring :2HOO gradu

ation iS March 27. 
St1tderlrs planning· to graduate in May nlust reg-: 

istf:r in the Advisement center iocated in RoomA--
147inth6Administratton Building:Oradualton will 
be hC:ld at the Chuck Doyle Omter in Je>;.as City 
May 12 at 7;;10 p.m, 

For more information call Connlt Bardwell at 
(409)938-121 I or I (888)251,-~859, Ext. 47ll 

across a 1;:ornfield, knocking down ·stalks left and right. 
The show is breathtaking, despite the often glaringly oD· 
vious computer-generated animation. The real footage is 
far more beautiful, taking you right onstage with Siegfried 
& Roy and putting you on a mountain covered in white 
lions. You visit Siegfried & Roy's palatial home, "Little 
Bavaria," and find yourself in the midst of dozens of huge, 
powerful cats, who purr and swim alongside their owners. 
A large white male lion even alLows Roy to ride him 
through their backyard. 

And then there is the ·magic. The film is peppered with 
highlights from their live show Which is performed twice 
a day, 46 weeks a year, at the Mirage Hotel in Las Vegas, 
Nev. You witness Roy levitating within a burning, spin
ning hoop, or being sawed in half by Siegfried. 

The cats also make special appearances and disappear
ances throughout the show, vanishing from cages and leap
ing out o~ boxes with a flourish. And it is these magnifi
cent creatures who lie at the heart of this film. According · 

, to IMAX 30 production notes, "Siegfried & Roy's royal 
white tigers and white lions have become their trademark. 
Conservation of these· two extinct-in-tlie-wild species is 
lhe core of their motivation." 

After more than 28 years of performing, Siegfried & 
Roy's live ;,.how has been seen by more than 30 million 
people and theirtelefilm has been seen by I billion people 
in more than 118 countries, according to Brenie Yuman. 
executive producer of the 3D IMAX film and manager of , 
Siegfried & Roy for nearly 25 years. 

For more information about Siegfried & Roy: The Magic 
Box, playing at the Moody Gardens 3D IMAX Theater 
beginning March 10, call Moody Gardens at ( 409) 744-
4579 or I (800) 582-4673, 

• 

• 

People Speak Out 
By InterCOM Editors and Staff 

Six-year old Elian Gonzalez has been at the center 
of political turmoil since he was found clinging to 
an inner tube off the coast of Florida on Thanksgiv
ing Day. His mother, along with 10 other Cubans, 
perished attempting to reach the U.S. coast. Since 
his rescue Elian has been staying with relatives in 
Florida. His father who lives in Cuba wants him re~ 
turned to Cuba. However, the U.S. government is 
not allowing Elian to return to Cuba. InterCOM askrd 
the question: "Should Elian be allowed to return tO 
his father'!" 

Marco Vasquez: 
Since his parents were 
divorced, and he was 
never living with his 
father he should stay 
here (in America) and 
have a better life. 

• 

Jeremy Robinson: I 
think he should stay 
because his mother 
obviously wanted him 
to come over, and if his 
mother actually was 
his guardian then she 
would have known 
what's best for him. 

Tiffany Calvert: 
Send him back because 
his natural father and 
immediate family are 
there. 

Tequalla Barker: 
He needs to be with 
the fiJ.mily he has left: 
his father. 

• 

, 

Tillie Henson: As the 
court battles continue, 
all interested parties 
must put aside their 
selfish interests and 
make a decision in the 
best interest of the 
child . 

Deric Griffin: He 
should go back to· his 
father. Kids get 
attached when they 
lose someone 
important to them, 
and he should at least 
have his father near 
him for his hYrt. 

John Nelson: 
I think he should go 
back. It's his father's 
right to claim his son 
and bring him home. 

Nola Slater: If his 
family here is willing 
to keep him, he should 
be allowed to stay. 

• 
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COM activities recognize Black History Month 
By CHRISTINE M. LEVIGE 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland is observing Black History 
Month, celebrated nationally during February, with vari
ous activities organized by the Black History Month Com
mittee, the Organization of African-American Culture, the 
Student Activities Board, Student Government and sev
eral COM staff members. 

Black History Weck was started in 1926 by Carter 
Godwin Woodson (1875· 1950), and became known as 
Black History Month in 1976. His purpose in establish
ing the observance was to promote the study of African
American history. Woodson, a historian, author, editor and 
teacher, is known as the Father of Modern Black History. 

Having to work in the coal mines to support himself,, 
Woodson could not begin high school until age 20. He 
graduated in two years then attended several colleges, fi
nally earning a doctorate from Harvard University in 1912. 

This year's COM Black History Month activities are 
being dedicated to the four Prairie View A&M University 
students killed in a highway accident Feb. IO. The col

~- lege is showmg its respect.by flying the flags at ha)f.:.taff. 
The OAAC conducted a prayer for the Prairie View 

A&M students Feb. 17 at 12:30 p.m. by the flagpole in 
front of theAdministration Building. The prayer was lead 
by Jeanette Slaughter, OAAC adviser. 

"We felt it was important to acknowledge the brothers 
of Prairie View because they could have been future doc
tors and lawyers," Slaughter said. "Their loss is our loss." 

Prairie View A&M, the second oldest university in 

Members of the OAAC (from left) Kym Nolley, Jeanette Slaughter, Demetria Griffin and Tammie Letroise pose 
in front of the National Black History Month display in the LRC Library_ The display was assembled by Tillie 
Henson, library circulation coordinator, (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Texas, is a historically black college and is known as one 
of the nation 's top producers of African-American engi
neers. Accofding to the Prairie View A&M website, the 

college has produced more African-American three-star 
generals than any other black college. 

See Black Page 7 

Ne~ environmentally friendly cooling tower saves COM money 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR 
Assistant Editor 

1\vo major structures have taken shape at College of 
the Mainland. Work began in March 1999 on a thermal 

Dr. Mary Hernandez lectures to one of her classes. She 
began working at COM in 1985 teaching adult health 
care. (Photo courtesy of Nursing Team) 

' 
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storage lank with a 767,()()() gallon capacity located on 
the east side of the campus as well as on a Marley 1,200· 
ton stainless steel cooling tower between the Technical/ 
Vocational Building and the Math-Science Building. 

The struct\,lres are part of the new air conditioning sys-

tern that has replaced the original system which is 30 years 
old and not as economically efficient as the new system. 

According to Bob Kostelecky, director of the COM 
Physical Plant, the target objective of this project is to 

S« New Page 7 

Nursing professor to be commemorated 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

Dr. Mary Hernandez, a professor of n'ursing at College 
of the Mainland, died Jan. 15 from an aneurysm. 

Dr. Hernandez began working at COM in 1985 teach
ing adult health care with experience in adult critical care 
nursing. She also was lead professor for the nursing 
program's advanced medical-surgical course. In addition 
she served as chairwoman for both the nursing program's 
scholarship and program evaluation committees. 

"I have never worked with a more proftssional nursing 
faculty than Dr. Mary Hernandez," said Dr. Gay Reeves, 

a nursing professor. 
Dr. Hernandez received her doctorate with an empha

sis in multicutural studies in nursing and student reten
tion from University of Houston-Clear Lake at the begin
ning of this year. 

"She was totally committed to nursing education and 
COM," Dr. Reeves said. "Dr. Hernandez also was proud 

I 

' 

of her heritage and was involved in many local, state and 
national activities which were directed toward impro\l!. 
ing multi-cultural differences in the educatiofl,al arena.'' 

She was inducted into the Sigma Theta Tau Interna
tional Honor Society of Nursing as a member of the Al
pha Delta Chapter at University ofTcx:as Medical Branch 
in Galveston. She also served as a consultant to the revi
sion panel of Mosby's Medical Nursing & Allied Health 
Dictionary. 

The Nursing Team is dedicating a memorial tile on the 
Anniversary Wall by the flagpole in front of the Admin
istration Building in her name. In addition, the Student 
Emergency Fund for nursing students who are having fi. 
nancial problems, will be changed to the Mary Hernandez 
Student Emergency Fund. 

"She was a wonderful and supportive friend and is pro
foundly missed," Dr. Reeves said. 

Dr. Hernandez is survived by her husband Eddie, daugh
ter Edissa Canales, son Nick Hernandez, her mother Maria 
Ortiz and five grandchildren. 
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What's Happening 

COM student Larry Guice {In monkey ault) dlaplaya how violating social nonna such as dressing llke a monkey 
can be disruptive In a clmroom setting while Profnmr Alica W.llunl (right) lecturn. Watford's Monday-Wednaa
day 9:30 a.m. Introduction to Sociology class is learning the Impact that following social norms haa on lndlvldu
als in society. (Photo by Michael Nevarro) 

Children focus of 3rd violence workshop 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

The third in a serie's of four domestic violence semi
nars, .. The Impact on Children," was held Thursday, March 
24, at College of the Mainland. 

The seminar, held in the Learning Resources Center 
Auditorium, L-131, and sponsored by the Student Activi
ties Board began with the video, "The Impact of Domes
tic Violence on Children." 

The video covered the many effects domestic violence 
has on children's lives. According to the video, children 
,do not have to be physically abused to be hanned by do-. 
mestic violence. Seeing their mother or father being beaten 
can catL~ children to take on violent behavior. 

Children who live in homes where domestic abuse oc
curs share common characteristics: They often imitate the 
abuser in their play, are more aggressive and have short 
tempers. They can be agitated easily and have either a 
great fear of strangers or become very attached to them. 

Domestic abuse can affect children both mentally and 
physically. They may suffer from stomach aches, urinary 
and bowel problems including wetting the bed during their 
pre-teen years and having nightmares. 

The children often feel that it is their fault that their 
mother is being beaten. As a result, they often try to de
fend their mother and end up being beaten themselves. 

The video also chronicles a teen-age boy whose father 
beat his mother. He always thought he could protect his 
mother until the day he tried to defend her and found him
self receiving a punch. He told how there were times when 
his mother would move with him, his brother and sister to 
their aunt's home after their mother was beaten, but they 
would always end up moving back home because his fa
ther w.ould threaten her by telling her she would never see 
the children again if she and the children didn't come back. 
Presently, the youth's biggest problem is that he is now in 
his first serious relationship, and he has hit his girlfriend. 

Another ponion of the video shows a brother and sister, 
who lived in a house with domestic abuse, being observed 
while playing house. They have a fight and the boy throws 
a stack of toy plates and pushes his sister down. 

According to the video, children who view domestic 
violence are six times more likely to commit or attempt 
suicide, 24 percent are more likely to commit a sex crime, 
74 percent are more likely to commit a crime against a 
person, and 50 percent are more likely to abuse alcohol. 

Suzanne Schwab, Associate Judge of 306th Family 
Court; John Nelson, juvenile probation officer in Galveston 
County; and Bonnie RobertS, Women's Resource Crisis 
Center administrative coordinator, were on hand to speak 
about the effects domestic abuse bas on children. 

The last seminar- is set for April 27 at 12:30 p.m. 
For infonnation or help call I (800) 799-SAFE (7233). 

Five outstanding teacher nominees named 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland students, faculty and staff 
members recently had the chance to vote on which fac· 
ulty member should be named this year's outstanding 
teacher; 207 votes we,e gathered. 

From Feb. 28-March 10, poliing stations were set up at 
15 locations around campus. Students and faculty were 
eligible to nominate the teacher they felt was most de
serving of this honor. Forty.four fuU-time and 14 adjunct 
faculty members were nominated, and the top five were 
named as finalists. · 

The finalists for CO M's 2000 Outstanding Teacher are 

Carla Boone, business education; John Buffa, technical/ 
• industrial education; Gay Reeves, nursing; David Smith, 
social science; and Renate True, science. 

The five will now be observed leaching a class by the 
selection committee, headed by last year's winner, former 
science professor, Joanna Kile, who is now the project di· 
rector for the Umter for the Advancement of Process Tech
nology. The group is composed of students named to the 
dean's list 

The COM faculty member chosen as outstanding teacher 
will receive $1,500 to be used for his or her professional 
development and will represent COM as its Piper Profes· 
sor nominee for fall 2000. The winner will be 3:nnounced 
at the Employee Recognition Dinner on April 28. 

' 

People Speak Out 
By laterCOM Editon and Staff 

The ducks that inhabit the College of the 
Mainland campus are becoming road kill as they 
wander across the Emmett F. Lowry Expressway 
feeder road across from Lake Eckert in search of 
food or greener pastures. 
lnterCOM asked the question: What can be done 
to prevent the ducks from being run over? 

Fabian Sifuentes: The 
Phi Theta Kappa honor 
society is looking into 
relocating the ducks to 
Highland Bayou, but 
there are some legal 
issues that need to be 
worked out. 

Olda Pera: Place a 
fence or something that 
would keep them on 
this side of the road. 
Something should be 
done. I often stop and 
shoq the ducks away 
from the road. 

Eddie Canales: 
Relocate them, or stock 
the pond with fish or 
something that will 
provide food. 

Ana Romero: They 
should put a fence or 
take them away 'cause 
we have to clean up 
after them. Maybe clip 
their w~gs. 

• 

Carol Slade: J drive 
carefully around the 
ducks. As much as they 
(COM) charge for fees, 
they should do 
something. It upsets 
me to see the ducks 
killed. 

Jim Higgins: It is 
worth looking into. I'm 
not sure what the 
answer is. Maybe have 
somebody take a 
census of the ducks to 
determine their 
migration habits. 

Jonathan Steele Jr.: 
We should find a 
certain food that the 
ducks like and put it 
away from the road. 

April Perry: They 
should have a "duck 
crossing" sign like they 
do for deer or other 
animals and maybe a 
fenced area. 

• 
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COM students 
aim for the stars 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

Imagine trying to put an eye prop into your eye only to 
watch the drop of fluid float around in space. Or imagine 
spraying nasal spray into your nose only to receive a ~h 
of fluid because the atomized spray turns into a stream. 
These are some of the problems encountered by astro-
nauts while on a space mission. 

Two groups of College of the Mainland students are 
taking part in experiments for NASA in Houston trying 
to solve these problems. 

One of the groups, the class of science Professor Gre
gory Johnso9-, has the challenge to develop a method of 
producing a nasal spray and eye droppers tha1 will work 
in zero gravity. 

Dr. Johnson's group developed the acronym "COM
DART'' which stands for College of the Mainland's Drop· 
let and Aerosol Reasearch Team. 

Science. Profeslor Ma<i1¥DD Kish-Molina's ,lass io re
searching a dev'ice that will prevent the loss of bone den
sity due to prolonged siays in space. 

Kish-Molina's group is using the logo "STARZ" 

See COM Page 4 

COM physics Profesaor Herman Trlvllino lectures on the phyaica Involved with gravity. The atudenta wlll apply 
the Information OA -,.olaJ,.a,cl.9nce.praj1cts with NASA. The clan Is part of a group working on apeclal science 
projects which attempt to solve problems encountered by NASA minion specialist• during extended space 
fllghll. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Priest says U .N. · sanctions on Iraq target civilians 
By MICIIAELNAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

Where was the first wheel invented? Where was the 
first epic Gilgamesh written? Where was the first library 
built? The answer to all of these is Iraq. 

These questions began Father Simon Harak's presenta
tion "Iraq: On the Ground Behind the Headlines" spon
sored by the Social and Behavioral Sciences Team in the 

President Larry L Stanley will retire at the end of Au~ 
gust after 30 years at COM. Stanley h•• been praal
dent for 17 years. (Photo by Mlchael Navarro) 

• 

• 

Leaming Resources Center Auditorium, L-131, March 23 
at 9:30 a.m. 

Harak addressed an audience stunned by the horrors 
shown in the videos of his visits to Iraq and his tales about 
the atrocities he witnessed on those visits. The horrors 
are a result of the United Nations' sanctions against Iraq 
following the Persian Gulf War. 

Harak, who has been taking food and supplies to Iraq 
during his visits, believes that the United States, through 

the United Nations, is attacking the Iraqi government 
through a siege. He defined the word siege by calling it a 
"fearful spectacle of civilian death, breaking the will of 
the people and attacking civilians to force the govern
ment and military to submit." This siege has resulted in 
more than 1 million deaths in Iraq. Harak claimed these 
actions are a violation of war laws. 

During the war, the United Nations took out the entire 

See Iraq Page 7 

Stanley to retire after 30 years at COM 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

President Larry L. Stanley will retire at the end of the 
August after 30 years of service al College of the Main
land. 

Stanley began working at COM in 1970 as a voice , 
instructor. He was the first choir director at COM and 
was instrumental in starting the college music program. 
In 1975 Stanley became the chainnan of the Fine Arts 
and Humanities Division until 1979 when he became a 
full-time administrator. 

In 1983, Stanley was appointed as acting president of 
the college replacing President Justis D. Sundermann 
who was removed from office. Soon after, Stanley was 
named president and has held the job for the past 17 years. 

When asked which position he would miss the most 
after retirement: Stanley said he would miss both equally. 

"The most satisfying times of my \ife were he~ work
ing with students and musical performances," he said. 
"As president I have missed the close association with 

• 

• 

• 

students and the gratification you get of them doing well, 
but the job as president gives you the opportunity to af
fect the whole tenor of the institution." 

After retiring, Stanley and his wife Sandra will move 
to the Texas Hill Country where they will raise Arabian 
horses on their ranch. He also plans to do some traveling 
with friends in that area. 

Stanley hopes that he has created an environment where 
students are empowered to take part in steering the learn
ing process and also teaching each other. 

"I hope the most important contributiOn I have made is 
that students feel this is a good place to be, and they are 
treated humanely," Stanley said. "I hope this is a place 
where they are educated well and can reach truths with
out pressure from anybody. 

"I hope we've created an atmosphere where people like 
to work and feel they are free to take action in adequate 
ways to appeal decisions, are paid well with good ben
efits, and have the freedom to be innovative without fear 

. of failure," Stanley said. "If I've contributed to creating 
that kind of environment, I will leave fulfilled." 
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COM music Proleuor Sparky Koerner plays "Alone Together" accompanied by gunt artlol John Adamo during 
the GCIC Jazz Feotlvol held March 25 In the Laamlng Roaourcea c.-, AudHortum, L•131, Sevwal COM atu
denta received awarda at the all.clay event (Photo by Belle Rohden) 

COM hosts annual GCIC jazz festival 
By BELLE ROHDEN 
Staff Reporter 

"Mira, Mira" sent a boll of electrifying rhythm to the 
audience and back to the musicians. This piec.e. played in 
salsa style by the 2000 GCIC Directors' Ensemble, cre
ated musical excitement at ~Hege of the Mainland March 
25 at 8 p.m. 
· The festival was held in the Leaming Resource Center 

Auditorium, L-131, from 10:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
COM hosted the Gulf Coast Intercollegiale Conference 

Community Colleges Jazz Festival featuring both the 
COM Jazz Ensemble and the COM Jazz Combo, with 
guesl artists: John Adams, acoustic bass; Tom Borling, 
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piano; and Wayne Dyess. trombone. 
Participating colleges were Brazosport, Lee, Alvin, 

Noltl! Hmts'alld Houston Community College Central. 
The jazz ensembles and combos were judged by Ille guest 
artists in areas, such as precision, interpretation, intona· 
lion, sound quality and enthusiasm, among othe!5. Solo
ists were judged on sud! thtngs as authority, ideas and 
creativity. Adams conducted a jazz clinic and gave five 
students the opportunity to play together with his jazz en
semble to display their improvisational skills. 

"Music is about communication, not demonstration," 
Adams said. "The moment that you concentrate on tech
nique, you will be missing out on more directions of com
munication." 

Festival coordinator, COM music Professor Sparky 
Koerner, presented the awards during the evening con
cert. COM student Aaron Koerner won Outstanding So
loist on trumpet Outstanding Soloist Musicianship awards 
went to COM students David Alexander on alto sax, Bran
don Diaz on drums, Tom Underkircher on alto sax and 
Charles Delgado on tenor sax. 

The evening concert was multifaceted with many jazz 
music styles sue~ as ballad. shuffle, upswing, slow swing 
and bos.sa nova. 

• 

A murmur started from the audience and ended upstage 
in a memorable cresc.endo of cheers, whistles and applause 
as Adams• combo ·played "Stella by Starlight." Then 
Adams asked Sparky Koerner to come to the front of the 
combo to play a number. The audience cheered as Koerner 
performed "Alone Together" on his fluegelhom, bossa 
nova style, accompanied by Borling. Bobby Adams, Ethan 
Atkinson and John Adams. 

The evening concert was dedicated to David Wheeler 
wbo died March 10. 

Wheeler was a music professor at San Jacinto Commu
nity .College South and a guitarist with Sparky K.ocmer's 
Jazz Express. 

• 

Recruiters' promises 
not worth the grief 

Midtael 
Navarro 

I have encountered a growing nuisance here at 
College of the Mainland that several other students 
probably face on a regular basis.'No, I'm not talking 
about the ducks, I'm talking about the Army recruiters. 
Many times I have found myself a victim of one of these 
recruiters who are as annoying as telcmarketern. 

· One day I was having lunch with friends when a 
recruiter came at me midbite. He asked me the famous 
question, "Have you considered the Army?" The next 
day in the parking lot another recruiter, on crutches, 
hunted me down to ask the same question. 

Both times I replied, "No," and both times the 
recruitern insisted that I hear them out to make sure I 
knew what I was turning down. 

One offered me up to $40,000 for college. And as long 
as the grass is green and the sky is blue, and I am 
enlisted, I would receive free room and board and a 
monthly allo~ance. 

I again said no, yet he still insisted that I give him my 
name and number to schedule an appointment with him. 

I finally escaped from him although I did have to take 
bis business card to appease him. So after this talk I sat 
down and thought about what the Army or any other 
branch of the military could offer me. 

One of the recruiters asked me to give h!JD -~ne good 
reason why I did not want to join the Anny. He said that 
for every reason I had against joining. be would give me 
five reasons why I should join. 

So I tried to think of good reasons to join. Forty 
thousand dollars for college sounds very nice. Then I 
remembered a friend who enlisted in the Marines and 
left for boot camp the weekend after we graduated from 
high school. He started college the next fall, but never 
saw any of his $40,000 until the spring semester. 
Because of this, be bad to work two to three jobs to pay 
his tuition, the rent for his on-camP.US apartment and any 
other expenses be had, while be was a full-time student. 

Then I thought of my friend who joined the Army 
after high school to support his wife and son. He told me 
how boot camp had desensitized him and trained him to 
be a killing machine. He also told me how the Army 
treated some of the recruits. Women were constantly 
harassed by cadets and even officers, and the outcasts of 
the units were often humiliated and assaulted by both 
cadets and officers. In one case, a man reported such 
actions to Army officials and was consequently beaten 
and dishonorably discharged. What is even worse is that 
according to a TIME magazine survey, 75 percem of 
minority cadets still feel.racial discrimination. 

Now some may Scly those are just a few cases. Well, 
even so, those are still too many cases. Why should I 
sign my life away if I must live under those conditions? 

I also considered the Last few wars and conflicts this 
country has taken part in. There was the war in Vietnam 
that lasted for many years despite the fact that a large 
number of American citizens protested the war. Then 
there was the Pernian Gulf War or the "Gas War" in 
which our armed forces were defending business 
interests in Middle Eastern oil. 

So I realized that I had no interest in signing over my 
life to the military with the possibility of being beaten or 
threatened just to be prepared for a situation where r
might kill the innocent civilians of another country. 

Furthermore, I have no desire to give my life to an 
organization that bolds prejudice against irs people 
based on race, gender or any other reason. 

So, to all the recruiters, find another victim. 

• 
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SAB Mardi Gras party 
celebrated March 7 
By NAOMI GRIMALDO 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board 
entertained students, faculty and staff with a Mardi Gras 
Festival in the Leaming Resources Center breezeway 
March 7. 

Music Professor Sparky Koerner led a long procession 
of people to the tune of "When the Saints Go Marching 
In" while the COM Jazz Combo accompanied. 

"I think we have a great turnout and I hope everyone 
stays to hear Sparky," said SAB sponsor Maryann Urick 
during the party. 

Those at the pre.-spring break celebration took advan
tage of the music and free jambalaya. red beans. rice, cake, 
and drinks while SAB members passed out beads and mer
chant discount cards to all participants. 

"Lsaw the-banners and they announced it in class, so I 
came," said COM student Danielle Ayala. 

The SAB sponsors the Mardi Gras party every year to 
celebrate the end of the two-week Mardi Gras extrava
ganza held in Galveston, as well as to increase the mem
bership of the organization. The board is responsible for 
organizing the majority of activities across campus. 
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COM music Proln1or Sparky Koerner 1Nd1 1 proc-ion of revolorl tllrougth Iha L.RC brlozewoy whllo the 
COM Jazz Combo accomponln to tho tune of "Whan tho Salnta Go Marching In.• The SAB oarved lrao food and 
soft drlnkll and hondod out tree -·· (Photo by EIIH do la c.da Jr.} 

Iraq population suffers from disease, malnutrition 
Continued from Page I ---------
country's electricity and all seven hydroelectric dams. 
Losing irs electricity, Harak said, leaves Iraq with no en
ergy for incubators, life support or water treatment and 
no refrigeration for medicine or blood supplies. 

Harak also stated that the U.N. military purposely 
__J:igmbed innocent civilians during the war. Approximately 

83,000. tons 'Of bombs were droppe,hluring the 1'ersiair -
Gulf War, whidl is more than all the bombs used in World 
Waf II. Harak claimed that U.S. government statements 
indicating only military bases were bit with smart bombs 
(which are computer-guided bombs that are accurate 
within inches) were false. Sixty percent of those, Harak. 
said were dropped on cities and villages. Only 7 percent 
of all bombing was smart bombing, he added. His statis
tics were compiled from U.N. reports. 

Another weapon used, Harak. said was 660,000 pounds 
of depleted uranium. Depleted uranium, which is 1. 7 times 
as dense as ICad and 60 percent as radioactive as regular 
uranium, was used for the first time during the Persian 
Gulf War. The depleted uranium was shaped into bullets. 
One of the reasons uranium was used is that it can pen
etrate any steel and self-sharpens as well as heats while 
penetrating metal. . 

Harak's main objective was to infonn the audience abo'!t 

what bas happened to Iraqi civilians as a result of the 
sanctions that the U.S. government is not talking about. 
Most Iraqi oil has been taken off the market, Harak. said. 
Iraq is allowed to sell $2.2 to $5 billion worth of oil for 
food and medical supplies, which Harak said works out 
to about $1 per citizen per day. 

Oil money was 80 percent of Iraq's economy, Harak 
said, and wiffi"?O percent of the country~s · rood a.no riledf
cal supplies having to be imported, the nutritional qual
ity and amounts of food have suffered as well. 

To receive food or medical supplies, Iraq must make 
contracts through committees set up by the U.N. Secu
rity Council. The problem with lhis, Harak said is that 
any member can veto any request for any reason. Once, 
Iraq made a request for powdered milk because 30 per
cent of Iraqi women are anemic due to malnutqtion. The 
United States vetoed the request because the powder con
tained phosphates which can be used to make bombs. 

Another result of the sanctions, Harak said is that while 
the government is saying they are giving Iraq certain sup
plie$ they need, the United Nations is not allowing them 
to have the complementary supplies necessary to use these 
materials. "Insulin is supplied, but syringes have been 
vetoed," Harak said ... We let them have dental chairs but 
vetoed the compressors that move them up and down. 

"One of the thi.ngs·,100 don't hear on the news is that 
we are still bombing Iraq every day," Harak said. He pre
sented a video sht5wing the cifcumstances Iraqi citizens 
face daily. A distraught woman was running the streets in 
terror aftCr her father's face had been melted du.ring a 
bombing. Another woman lay with her entire body 
wrapped in bandages while the doctors were informing 
HaraltliatDer three- soiis~h"usb&OO-anOfiiencliviSlting 
her were killed when their house was bombed. A young 
girl suffering from leukemia lay in a hospital bed w~ 
and bandaged because of an infection cau!iC(i by the dirty 
syringe used in her IV. A 6-month-old b'aby whose stom
ach had swollen from liver cancer lay in his bed crying 
but was too weak to open his mouth. 

While in Iraq, Harak learned that 500,000 children un
der the age of 5 had died after the sanctions.were estab
lished. He saw children playing in the sewage th al flowed 
in the streets. He also saw a mass outbreak of diseases, 
such as dysentery, typhoid fever and malaria. 

Harak concluded that the sanctions against Iraq are un
ethical, illegal and inhumane because they target the 
civilian population to try and break the l~i governrrient. 

For more information about Harak and Iraq, visit the 
Voices in the Wilderness organization website at 
<www.nonviolcnce.org.lvitw>. 

Bystanders watch as video experience proves worthwhile 
Continued from Page 6 ----------
robber fall from the roof, his limbs flailing as a silvery 
spotlight followed him all the way to the sidewalk. 

"Cut!" yelled the man with the megaphone. "Let's do it 
again." The stuntman brushed himself off and prepared 
for another slow ascent to the roof, suspended by a steel 
cable on counterweights. The policemen chatted pleas
antly with the dancern. and a woman with long red hair 
dabbed makeup on the faces-of the SWAT team. In fact 
the quietest one of the bunch was a small man in a khaki 
jacket with a blue fishennan 'shat pulled low over his eyes. 
He was director David Meyern and this was the selling of 
the newest video for rapper DMX called "Party On." 

I was in with the extras, practicing looking "scared, 
worried and curious," as per my instructions. I stood at 
the front of a police barricade behind the ambulance that 
held the jumper. The negotiator was filmed just in front of 
us in a scene where he walked around the ambulance to 
check on the man he tried to save. 

Earlier Chai evening. OMX had finished shooting his 

• 
• 

~nes and had left for Houston where he was scheduled 
to perform, so the video location was mostly empty of 
onlookers when we arrived. About a dozen people 
watched from a par1'.ing garage on the opposite comer of 
the street but most preferred a closer view, milling around 
the set and ta.king pictures with what they hoped were 
soon-to-be-famous extras. 

To be an extra, I had to sign a release stating that I 
allowed the use of my image in the video, though I'm 
pretty sure I'm only a blur. I was suprised at the number 
of people who di~ 't want to be in the video, especially 
with the prospect of ~ing seen around 'the world. The 
success of the video is virtually guaranteed by the enor. 
mous popularity of the song. In this generation of Say
What Karaoke and Total Request Live, it seemed 
suprising that anyone would tum down the opportunity 
to be in regular rotation on MTV. 

Videos by director Meyers include "Take A Picture" 
by Filter, "Love is Blind" by Eve with Faith Evans. 
''There You Go" by Pink and "That's What I'm Looking ..,. 

• 

.For" by Da Brat. 
Meyers was most recently seen 01),MTV's Making the 

Vuleo, Monday, March 27, directing Da Brat's newest 
video, "What Cbu Like." In' an interview with MTV's Chris 
Connelly, Da Brat had this to say about the director: "Dave 
Meyers is a great producer. director. He sent me lhe treat
ment. I read it. He had some kind of off-lhc-wall stuff in 
there at first. I was like, • All right, we're gonna have to 
lake 'em step by step. I'm not getting naked in the bed
room. I'm not rapping on top of some guy and freaking 
him at the same time.• I was like, 'We're gonna have to 
take it gradually. In this video, I will wear the tight stuff. 
I'll wear the makeup. I will do all the interactions and 
dancing and everything."' 

Meyers also has directed videos for Buckcheny, L.L 
Cool J, Master P, Hanson. Jay~Z, Powerman 5000, Static
X, and Goodie M.0.B. with TLC. Perhaps his most well
known video to date is "Bawitdaba" by Kid Rock, which 
was nominated al the 1999 M1V Video Music Awards for 
Best Rock. Video and Best New Artist in a Video. 

• 
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Campus Life 

COM studel'\t ctiUong Vu returns a shot during a tabla tennis match at GCIC Sports Day. Vu went on to win first 
place In the table tennis tournament. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM student takes first at Sports Day 
By RYAN JAKEWAY 
Staff Reporter 

With College of the Mainland's sports reputation on 
the line, several COM students participated in the Gulf 
Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day March 23 at 
both Kingwood and North Harris community colleges. 

Chuong Vu won first place in the table tennis tourna
ment out of six participants. He brought home COM's 
only first place finish. 

The softball team competed on a privately owned field 
outside of Kingwood College. 

In their first game the COM softball team barely got 
edged 7-6,by San Jacinto Central. COM lost the first game 
in the double elimination tournament. 

In the second game COM crushed Montgomery Col
lege 26-2 with COM student Jon Pryor hitting three 
homeruns. COM then beat Kingwood 8-6 scoring two runs 
in the final inning to advance to the first round of play
offs. 

The team went up against Brazosport College. 

Brazosport beat COM 9-5 giving the COM softball team 
a tie for third place with San Jacinto Central. Despite los
ing, co-captain Danielle Ayala was pleased with the team's 
finish saying, "We played hard and although coming up 
short, we gave it our best effort." • 

COM's basketball team also finished third with a hard
fought effort by Matt Klingenberg, Chris Galvan, Schon 
Br~ks and Dominique Green. Winning three out four in 
double elimination, COM lost to Lee College in the first 
round of the playoffs giving them third place. 

Another third place finish came from COM's volley
ball team. Thyais Bogan, one of the women spi~effi for 
the team said, "We did really well, but we didn't play our 
hardest." 

Jennifer West and Brian Berg, the COM tennis players, 
finished their marks at two wins and two losses. 

Kenneth Miller, the only COM participant in billiards 
gave a valiant effort for COM and tried his hardest to 
bring home a spot in the top three, but was unsuccesful. 

Considering the stiff competition from the other schools 
at Sports Day, COM athletes w~re productive finishing in 
the top three in four out of six events. 

Rapper DMX lights up Galveston bank 
By RACHEL DELANOIX 
Copy Editor 

It was nearly ~idnight when my best friend and I drove 
into Galveston Wednesday, March 22. The streets were 
quiet, dark and mostly empty. As we headed down 
Harborside Drive toward 21st Streel, we noticed an un
usual light eminating from the roof of the U.S. National 
Bank. "There it is," I said, with nervous anticipation. 

As we passed Post Office Street looking for a place to 
park, a bright white light glared from the block surround
ing the bank. Giant lamps were suspended more than a 
hundred feet in the air, illuminating the street which was 

filled with police caffi, camera crews and SWAT team 
membeffi. Three helicopters thundered overhead, sweep
ing huge spotlights across the building. 

Making our way toward the focus of the commotion, 
we saw a police car rush toward the building, its wheels 
sliding on the dangerously wet road. The car skidded nois
ily and spun around as the driver slammed on the brakes. 
Policemen sprang from the vehicle, weapons ready. We 
hurried to the front of the building and joined a few dozen 
bystanders. Someone mentioned hostages, and I saw a 
gang_of strippers close in on the police officers. A man 
shouted through a megaphone, and I watched the bank 

See Bystanden Page 7 
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Who will take care 
of COM ducks ? 

Elias 
de la Cerda Jr. 

According to a book some call the "good book," we 
are responsible for our environment to include the flora 
and fauna within it. Of course, some subscribe to other 
beliefs, and some will say, "It is not my problem." 

Let me begin my story by describing what a College 
of the Mainland student (who chose to remain anony
mous) reported to me. "This morning (March. 29), I saw 
a duck that had apparently been hit by a car. It was in 
Parking~LotA, by the Student Center. The duck was 
missing the top part of its beak, and its legs were curled 
under it." He reported the duck to the campus police. 

According to the student, the duck appeared mangled 
and was in a pool of fluid. Later I looked at the spot 
where he had found the duck. All that was left was a 
blood stain on the ground. The duck was still alive when 
he left it. 

By now some of you may have seen a petition that I 
initiated in which an appeal is made to the COM 
administration to do something to prevent the ducks 
from becoming road kill on the Emmett F. Lowry 
Expressway feeder road adjacent to the campus. 

For one reason or another, the COM ducks wander 
onto the road and become casualties of drivers who, 
rather than lose five seconds by going around the animal 
in their frantic attempt to reach their destination., simply 
run over Jhe ducks without much thought as to whether • 
the animals are dead or will jum:' lie there injured until 
other drivers with the same mentality come by and finish 
the gory job. Most of the ducks I have found dead have 
been run over so many times that they' are flattened 
beyond recognition. · 

Contrary to popular belief, the ducks are not all just 
wild ducks or ducks that have been dumped here by 
people who learned that the cute little green and orange 
ducklings they got for their kids at Easter would some 
day become full-grown ducks. 

Originally 11 ducks were donated to COM in April 
1973 by Bernard Levin of Texas City. He donated the 
ducks to commemorate the 11 Israeli athletes assassi
nated in Munich in the Olympic compound, by a group 
of Palestinian terrorists on Sept. 5, 1972. 

It is probable that the original 11 ducks are no longer 
in existence, but it is likely that the ducks that inhabit 
lake Eckert are direct descendants of the initial birds. 

The legacy created by Levin to commemorate the 11 
slain athletes also is embodied in the flock that remains. 

The problem of killed and maimed ducks is not going 
to go away by ignoring it. Some folks don't care about 
the ducks. But consider what would happen if there were 
no ducks. Bugs would proliferate and the whole ecosys
tem would be out of balance. 

The rest of the community is beginning to notice that 
there is a problem. Lora-Marie Bernard, a Texas City 
Sun reporter, wrote ("Ducks and Traffic do not mix · 
(March 18'1), "Thursday evening seven dead ducks 
lined the road between the COM pond (Lake Eckert) and 
the m=hy weeded knoll that leads to Emmett F. Lowry 
Express~ay." 

According to Fabian-Sifuentes, president of the Phi 
Theta Kappa Sigma Delta chapter at COM, the honor 
society is looking at the possibility of relocating the 
ducks to Highland Bayou Park in La Marque. "We are 
trying to do something," Sifuentes said. "We are just 
looking into the legalities of it." 

I am certain that the COM administration is looking at 
taking action on this mi"i.tter, and therefore, a petition to 
save the ducks should not be necessary. 

' 
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Family, friends cope 
with bipolar disorder 
By JENNIFER WEST 
Staff Reporter 

Biploar disorder is a type of mental illness which can 
be characterized by "highs" and "'lows." lt a.ffects people 
of all ages and can be difficult to live with. 

Ramona Benton of the Gulf Coast Center presented 
"What is Bipolar Disorder and Coping Techniques for 
Consumers, Family and Friends" at College of the Main
land March 30. According to Benton's material, bipolar 
disorder, which used to be called manic depressive ill
ness, is characterized by three stages: mild hypomania, 
mania and psychotic mania. When patients experience high 
periods they can appear to act happy, carefree,joking. They 
also are prone to mood swings. 
. Low periods include lowering of inhibitions, more vio

lent mood swings, possibly assaultive behavior and maybe 
even suicide attempts. 

lnterCOM cartoonist Brad Stevenson has had a passion for art from an early age. Drawing comes naturally to 
Stevenson who thinks that school ls a priority. He seeks a master's degree In art and hopes to see.his work 
displayed In a gallery some day. (Photo by Rachel Delanoix) 

Several medications, such as Depakote, Lithium and 
Zyprexa arc administered to control the disease, but some 
people's bodies cannot handle the reactions. Lithium can 
be dangerous for some patients because of its toxic lev
els. Blood levels need to be checked frequently to asses 
the level of toxicity. 

"Everyone is different," Benton said. "What works for 
some, may not work for others. That is an important fac
tor to remember." Cartoonist attends COM for graphic arts Some personality traits of all three stages include not 
taking responsibility for one's actions, shifting blame to 
others, not caring about outcomes of serious situations, 
eagerness for attention, low self-esteem, poor personal 
hygiene, using profane language, irregular sleep patterns 
and sexual promiscuity. 

By RACHEL DELANOIX 
Copy Editor 

You've probably passed him in the hall. He· is the quiet 
person in a blue zippered sweater with his hands in his 
pockets and his green eyes talcing in his surroundings. Little 
would you know that with those hidden hands, he creates 
beautiful artwork that has adorned everything from Christ
mas cards to the walls of the University of Houston-Clear 
lake Art Gallery. 

His name is Brad Stevenson and he is a 1994 graduate 
of La Marque High School, a student at College of the 
Mainland and cartoonist for InterCOM, the newspaper. 

Currently Stevenson is studying graphic arts at COM. 
"For a career, I'd like to be a graphic artist and work more 
with computers on a full-time basis and do o~r artwork 
on the side." He plans to continue graduate school at 
UHCL, the University of North Texas in Denton or Stephen 
F. Austin State University in Nacogdoches. 

Stevenson attended UHCL and COM alternately be
tween 1994 and 1999. Graduating from UHCL in May 
1999, he received a bachelor's degree in applied design 
and visual arts. He attended graduate school at UHCL last 
fall to work toward a master's degree in humanities. 

At COM in spring 1996, Stevenson won an honorable 
mention in the Texas Intercollegiate Press Association 
contest for a cartoon in InterCOM on voting. 

While at UHCL Stevenson had several prints published 
in UHCL's Bayousphere magazine for which he was the 
art editor. He also was a teacher's assistant in printmaking. 
In 1998 Stevenson made'a. print of a bluejay which was 
chosen for an UHCL Christmas card. ' 

"After I graduated UHCL, r" came back to COM to take 
some of the graphic arts classes that I hadn't taken be
fore," Stevenson explained. "As long as I'in here at COM 
I'll prcibably do cartoons for the InterCOM, too. So, I'll 
continue graduate school after f get done taking the classes 
l need to take here." · 

Though Stevenson i~ focusing on a financiaUy secure 
and realistically stable career, he hasn't let go of his drearils 
of greatness. "It would be nice to make a living selling 
artwork. That's really not practical, bu.I I would likt; to 
have some of my art in a gallery or have it be well-known." 

He elaborates: "l might do freelan~ work, such as writ
ing magazine articles or submitting illustrations or car
toons, designing ads for companies, logos, websites, CD 
ROMs. But I'd also like lo work on my own art on the side 
and begin doing what I want to do." 

• 

But school comes first for this studious artist. "I want to 
get a master's degree in art," says Stevenson, a level
headed 24-year-old who credits.his success as an artist to 
more than just natural-born talent. "You learn as you go 
along, but I would recommend design classes, just basic 
drawingclaMes. It comes pretty easily for me, bul the more 
you practice, the better you get." 

Stevenson knew from an early age that art was his pas
sion. "That's always been what I've been best at." 

As he has gtown as an artist, Stevenson has acquired a 
broader spectrum of interests. 

"I've done drawing with pastels, drawing pencils, char
coal, painting. Last year I did some sculpting with clay; I 
did some welding. I took a sculpture class last year at Clear 
Lake and I really enjoyed that more than I thought I 
would." 

There is always something new to learn, and Stevenson 
knows the value of keeping his eyes open. To be a good 
artist, he says "you have to be aware of what's going on in 
the world." 

This disease is difficult during the teen yeaffi for family 
and friends because of the dangers of drug abuse, promis
cuity and peer pressure. At 17, a youth is nO longer cOn
sidered a minor, making it hard for parents keep control 
of teens who are subject to being out of control. 

One parent, who asked not to be identified, said: "I've 
had to call the police several times on my child, who runs 
away frequently. We have a really hard time controlling 
her and when she turns 17, the police can't do anything." 

Some don't understand that teens affected by the disor
der may get into trouble or may threaten to harm them
selves and others, which can result in police intervention. 

For parents who have problems coping with bipolar chil
dren, Benton suggests doing something for themselves to 
release tension and stress. "Find a life outside of the dis
ease," she said. "Take a walk, go see a movie." 
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News/Features 

Geneva Murphy welcomes Jason Kllmlsch (standing) and Patrick Bush at the front desk of the COM Gym. Murphy, 
who has worked at the Gym more than 21 years, coordinates athletic activities. "I've seen kids cc:ime to the 
college, grow up and 10-15 years later still remember me," she says. {Photo by Michael Navarro) 

Geneva Murphy, friendly face in Gym 
By RYAN JAKEWAY 
Staff Reporter 

Every weekday from 2· 10 p.m. a familiar face can 
bare! y be seen from behind the front desk of the College 
of the Mainland Gym. This same face has been behind 
that des~ fo! more than 21 years and has no pl;ms to retire 
any time soon. 

Most Gym users probably know who this person is but 
for those who do not, this is Geneva Murphy. Murphy, 
although short in stature, is one of the most visible people 
at COM. However, she does not always get the recogni
tion she deseives. 

Not only does Murphy check the IDs and take the money 
of the individuals who enter the Gym, but she-also helps 
coordinate activities that go on in and Outside of the Gym. 
She takes the names and collects the money of the par
ticipants for activities, such as volleyball leagues, and run 
or walk races. 

Perhaps Murphy's hardest job is ha;ing to deal with 
the loud and rowdy people who inhabit the Gym on Mon
days, Wednesdays and Fridays from 6:30-10 p.m. 

Of course. Murphy isn't one to fuss because she really 
loves her job and enjoys the people she deals with. 

"I've seen kids come to the college, grow up and 10-15 

years later still remember me," Murhpy says. "That's 
something I really cherish." 

A real people person, Murphy is always talking to some
one, no matter their age. Her heartwarming laugh can be 
heard from even the back of the Gym. 

The only part of her job Murphy doesn't enjoy is when 
she has to tell everyone that the Gym is closing and it's 
time to go home. "I really hate the look on some of the 
kids' faces when the clock turns ·10 and it's time to lock 
the place down," Murphy says. "It's not a very good way 
to end the day. Of course, when I come back to work at 2 
p.m. those same and even new smiling faces are back to 
enjoy themselves." 

Witllher Jong tenure at the same post, Murphy has many 
fond memories of happenings in the Gym. Though she 
has seen numerous individuals get arrested and others get 
into fights, her good memories outweigh the bad. 

Murphy has one daughter and two grandsons who all 
live in Virginia. She loves the Rockets and can't wait to 
watch theAstros play in their new stadium. Murphy's other 
interests are going to movies, gambling in Louisiana and 
playing the lottery. 

If you've never had a chance to talk to Murphy, just 
say "Hi," when you step up to the desk and see what kind 
of ~nversation you can get into. 

Artist explores medical imaging as art 
By JENNIFER WEST 
Staff Reporter 

Author Bettyann Holtzman Kevles came to College of 
the Mainland on March 28 to speak about her book Na
ked to the Bone which deals with the use ~f medical im
aging as a form of art. 

Kevles, whose lecture focused on medical imaging as 
an artfonn, was inspired by her mother who was a painter 
and who also ~ad an interest in medical imaging. using it 
as a model for her art. Kevles believes that these draw
ings represent a form of expression as only the body can 
present. She cites artist Francis Bacon as an inspiration. 
"I find his work exciting, using X-ray as a guide." 

Kevles also has written Watching the Wild Apes: [he 
Primate Studies of Goodall, Fossey and Galdikas arid 
Females of the Species: Sex and Survival in the Animal 
Kingdom. These are just two of the many books she bas 
authored. 

The first X-ray was discovered by accident in 1895 by 
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Wilhem Conrad Roentgen at the Royal University of 
Wuerzburg in Wuerzburg, Gennany. Doctors use X-rays 
to view bones and to see internal organs through ingested 
barium or injected dyes. Some artists use magnetic reso
nance imaging in their artworks, Kevles said. MRis are 
designed to detect tearings and other abnormalities in tis
sue and muscle. MRis are different from X-rays because 
they do not use dyes which can be harmful and do not 
subject_the patient to large amounts of radiation. • 

The COM Art Gallery exhibited artists: Tori Ellison, 
Jeannette Claire Landrie, Steve Miller, Todd Siler, 
Katherine Sherwood, Janet Kastner and Shirley 
J(linghoffer, who use medical imaging as a fonn of art. 
The exhibit featured works from sculptures to quilts, all 
e?Cpressing the body and feelings. 

After viewing the works of art, COM student Belle 
Rohden said: "It gives a different perspective, seeing 
someone from the inside instead of from tpe outside. What 
could be more. personal than exposing your innermost 
body as a work of art?" 

• 
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COM students to fly on 
NASA's 'vomit comet' 
Continued from Page 1 ----------
(Strength Training Applied Resistance in Zero Gravity). 

These products are needed to counteract the physiologi
cal effects that zero gravity has on astronauts on extended 
space missions. 

Presently, nasal sprays used by NASA in a zero-gravity 
environment have a tendency to flow as a stream due to 
the natural cohesion of water molecules rather than as a 
fine mist which is necessary for the delivery of medica
tions to the nasal passages. Aerosol preparations have been 
used since the Apollo era to treat nasal congestion. 

Another project for Johnson's class is to research the 
availability of an eye dropper that will deliver medica
tion to an astrc:inaut's eye. Present eye droppers produce a 
drop that in zero gravity floats about the cabin. 

Molina's students are testing the feasibility of using a 
Russian-designed bungee cord appliance. The applianCe 
would allow" astronauts to overcome bone density loss by 
means of exercise. 

According to NASA representative Dr. Charles D. 
Lloyd, lead coordinating scientist of the biomedical re
search and countermCasures program, the bone loss oc
curs in the lower extremities of astronauts spending 30 
days or more in a zero-gravity environment. During a 
space mission the astronaut's lower body does not receive 
the impact and resistance exercise that is nonnal on Earth's 
gravitational environment. On a mission in space astro
nauts mostly exercise the upper portion of their bodies. 

Dr. Lloyd, who is acting as a mentor/facilitator between 
NASA and the students, believes that bone loss can be 
prevented through exercise in addition to pharmacologi
cal means (such as calcium supplements). The students 
will be working to make improvements on three existing 
types of exercises: squats, dead lifts and heel lifts using 
the Soviet bungee cord and other appliances. 

During April four of the students will put their findings 
to the testby taking part in the \'reduced gravity program" 
operated by NASA at the Johnson Space Center. 

The reduced gravity program "1as started in 1959 to 
investigate human and hardware reactions to operating in 
a weightless environment. The reduced gravity environ
ment is obtained with a specially modified KC-135A tur
bojet transport, which flies parabolic arcs to produce 
weightless periods o~ 20 to 25 seconds. The KC-135A 
can also provide short periods of lunar (1/6 g) and Mar
tian (1/3 g) gravity. ' 

A typical mission of the KC-135A, also known as the 
"vomit COmet," is two to three hours long and consists of 
30 to 40 parabolas. To re~ch the parabola, the KC-135A 
flies to 24,000 feet and then begins an ascent to approxi
mately 33,000 feet. When it reaches the apex it begins a 
free fall to the 24,000 feet cruising altitude. This provides 
several levels of g-force maneuvers, from negative (0.1 
g), approximately 15 seconds; zero-g, approximately 25 · 
seconds; Lunar-g (1/6 g), approximately 40 seconds; and 
Martian (1/3 g), approximately 30 seconds. 

Acc0rding to Fabian Sifuentes, a student in Professor 
Johnson's group, some of these tests have not been con
ducted by NASA. 

Physics Professor Herman Trevilino is assisting the 
groups with instruction on the physics of zero gravity ef
fects encountered by astronauts on missions. 

Mandy Testa, a student in Molina's group, is scheduled 
to put the group's experiment to a test aboard the KC-
135A during the April 16 and 17 flights. "I don't feel ner
vous," Testa said. "I have been watching some videos of 
the KC-135A and some of the experiments." 

Beth Shepherd, NASA's lead astronaut strength 
conditioninig and rehab specialist and Carol Grunfeld, 
private pilot, astronaut spouse and exercise enthusiast are 
mentoring Kish-Molina's group. 

According to Eddie Canales, a student in Dr. Johnson's 
class, his group has assembled a proposal which outlines 
objectives, procedures and resources necessary to carry 
out their experiment on the KC-135A. 
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Templer committed 
to reorganization 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

A College of the Mainland faculty member for 23 years, 
environmentalist, artist (painter) and music"ian, James 
Templer is the new vice president/dean of Instruction. 

Templer states that he is happy in his new position, but 
misses teaching the arts. 

Since his arrival at COM, Templer has taught in the 
performing and visual arts. He holds both a bachelor's 
and a master's degree in fine arts from East Texas State 
University in Commerce. 

Presently he is working on a doctorate at the Univer
sity of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston in Arts in Vi
sual Studies in the Medical Humanities. "l am learning 
about the philosophy of ethics," Templer said. 

As a musician he plays the guitar and occasionally plays 
with the COM Jazz Ensemble when there is a need. 

His love for p.ature and the environment is reflected in 
his artwork, 

One of his drawings, a graphite drawing titled "Wet
land with Computers" is on display in the Social and Be
havioral Sciences Suite A, in the Leaming Resources 
Center. The drawing depicts a landscape littered with com
i,uters. It is a part of a Series in which Templer addresses 
the concept of using resources wisely. 

It is interesting to note that due to the proliferation of 
obwlete computers and television sets found in land fills, 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has recently 
made it illegal for businesses to dispose of their comput
ers and TV sets in the trash. 

Lead found in cathode ray tubes of TV and computer 
monitors is contaminating the environment. 

Presently, Massachusetts has banned the disposal of 
t?Omputer ~creens and TV sets in landfills and incinera

~ors. They are now required to be taken to a collection 
center Where they are refurbished or recycled. 

"We have an obligation to work with the community to 
better the environment," Templer said 

Templer believes that COM is a part of the infrastruc
ture that will train and educate future leaders to maintain 
the environment. "No doubt, there is a co-relationship be
tween industry and CQM as it relates to the stewardship 
of the environment." 

During his speech at the Spring Convocation in the 
Leaming Resources Center Auditorium, L-131 Jan. 10, 
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Former fine arts Professor JamH Templer Is the new vice president/dean of Instruction at COM. Tam.pier consld~ 
ers himself a "hands-on administrator" and an evironmentalist. As a musician, he occasionally plays the guitar 
with the COM Jazz Ensemble. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Templer spoke to a rpom filled with faculty, staff and 
adminstrators about being a "hands-on administrator." 

During his speech he talked about five projects that he 
feels must be in place this semester: 

1. Reorganize the fnstructional · teams with specific 
responsibilities and goals. 

2. Establish a standing curricul~m committee rep
n:senle4 by_ facuUy_and admiaisttation. -

3. Establish a distance education coordinator. 
Alex Pratt, former d~an of Instruction and Stu
dent DCvelopement, has agreed to seive. 

4. Establish a campuswide evaluation process 
with timelines. 

5. Appoint a chairperson for the steering com~ 
mittee for the upcoming self-study assessment 
program in preparation for the Southern 
Association of Colleges and colleges evaluation for 
accreditation. English Professor Kathye Bergin bas 
accepted 

the position. 
Templer said that since he was the chairman for the last 

SACS·ev:iloation ~e would seive as an adviser to the steer
ing cowmittee. 

He said as the neW vice president he intends to be inter
active by participating in team meetings and plans to work 
directly with team leaders. 

During his convocation speech Templer also made the 
cammitQ!eflt to proleclthe well,being.and_integrity of stu
dents, faculty and staff in the learning and teaching envi
ronment. "The principles that will guide my actions are, 
first do no hann," Templer told the audience. 

Templer also vowed to support the professional devel
opment needs of faculty and to promote scholarly research. 
He also promised to provide innovative educational ex
periences for students and community members as re
sources will allow. 

1be new Vice president is committed to finding resources 
when needed. "One of my main goals is to make your job 
easier and more rewarding ... , " Templer said. 

Davenport relishes diversity of new position at college 

COM Vice President/Dean of Student Affairs Pam Dav· 
enport has a personal Interest in making student auc
cen her main goal. . (Photo by Michael Navarro) 
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By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland has a new face around cam
pus. The face belongs to the new Vice President/Dean of 
Student Affairs Pam Davenport. 

Originally from Oklahoma, Davenport is no stranger 
to the Texas Gulf Coast region. Every summer from her 
childhood on, her family has rented a house in Galveston 
and taken some time to relax. 

Daverl.port received her bachelor's degree in manage
ment from Oklahoma City University. She received her 
master's degree in human relations from the Univer5ity 
of Oklahoma in Nonnan and is currently working on her 
dissertation for her doctorate in higher education from 
University of Oklahoma. 

Prior to joining the COM staff,. Davenport was em
ployed at pklahoma City Community College for 24 years 
under maDy titles, her final one being dean of counseling 
and assessment. After that she relocated to Oklahoma 
State University in Oklahoma City to be the vice presi
dent of student services from September 1997 to Decem
ber 1999. She was named vice president/dean of Student 
Affairs at COM in December. 

Davenport's position at COM is diverse. Her duties 
include supporting student affairs, advisement, admis
sions, police, student activities, counseling, testing and 
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job placement teams, as well as supporting the institution 
in general. She also is responsible for taking care of ad· 
ministrative paperwork and e-mails, dealing with student 
concerns, attending team meetings and working with sev
eral committees. Currently she is trying to get more in
volved off campus with community work. 

"One reason I really like this job is that it is so diverse," 
Davenport said. "The primary reason I am at COM is be
cause of the teams. No other school in the country is like 
this. Of course,there are things that don't work, but there 
are also things that do work, and you have to take those 
that work and kind of run with them. My main goal here 
at COM is student success. I have a personal interest in 
working with the students." 

She describes herself as a learner, a nurturer and one 
who is always searching for ways to improve herself. 

Davenport is not aU work and no play. In her spare time, 
she enjoys reading and is especially interested in self-help 
books. She also enjoys reading about history. especially 
World War II and the Holocaust, as well as American
Indian and African-American history. 

Davenport also enjoys sports and is an avid Big XII 
Conference and OSU football fan. She has even kept her 
season tickets to OSU football and plans. on "going home 
often in the fall to attend the games." 

Davenport bas one daughter, Angee, who is an accoun
tant in Oklahoma where the rest of her family lives. 
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News/Features 

Geneva Murphy welcomes Jason Kllmlsch (standing) and Patrick Bush at the front desk of the COM Gym. Murphy, 
who has worked at the Gym more than 21 years, coordinates athletic activities. "I've seen kids cc:ime to the 
college, grow up and 10-15 years later still remember me," she says. {Photo by Michael Navarro) 

Geneva Murphy, friendly face in Gym 
By RYAN JAKEWAY 
Staff Reporter 

Every weekday from 2· 10 p.m. a familiar face can 
bare! y be seen from behind the front desk of the College 
of the Mainland Gym. This same face has been behind 
that des~ fo! more than 21 years and has no pl;ms to retire 
any time soon. 

Most Gym users probably know who this person is but 
for those who do not, this is Geneva Murphy. Murphy, 
although short in stature, is one of the most visible people 
at COM. However, she does not always get the recogni
tion she deseives. 

Not only does Murphy check the IDs and take the money 
of the individuals who enter the Gym, but she-also helps 
coordinate activities that go on in and Outside of the Gym. 
She takes the names and collects the money of the par
ticipants for activities, such as volleyball leagues, and run 
or walk races. 

Perhaps Murphy's hardest job is ha;ing to deal with 
the loud and rowdy people who inhabit the Gym on Mon
days, Wednesdays and Fridays from 6:30-10 p.m. 

Of course. Murphy isn't one to fuss because she really 
loves her job and enjoys the people she deals with. 

"I've seen kids come to the college, grow up and 10-15 

years later still remember me," Murhpy says. "That's 
something I really cherish." 

A real people person, Murphy is always talking to some
one, no matter their age. Her heartwarming laugh can be 
heard from even the back of the Gym. 

The only part of her job Murphy doesn't enjoy is when 
she has to tell everyone that the Gym is closing and it's 
time to go home. "I really hate the look on some of the 
kids' faces when the clock turns ·10 and it's time to lock 
the place down," Murphy says. "It's not a very good way 
to end the day. Of course, when I come back to work at 2 
p.m. those same and even new smiling faces are back to 
enjoy themselves." 

Witllher Jong tenure at the same post, Murphy has many 
fond memories of happenings in the Gym. Though she 
has seen numerous individuals get arrested and others get 
into fights, her good memories outweigh the bad. 

Murphy has one daughter and two grandsons who all 
live in Virginia. She loves the Rockets and can't wait to 
watch theAstros play in their new stadium. Murphy's other 
interests are going to movies, gambling in Louisiana and 
playing the lottery. 

If you've never had a chance to talk to Murphy, just 
say "Hi," when you step up to the desk and see what kind 
of ~nversation you can get into. 

Artist explores medical imaging as art 
By JENNIFER WEST 
Staff Reporter 

Author Bettyann Holtzman Kevles came to College of 
the Mainland on March 28 to speak about her book Na
ked to the Bone which deals with the use ~f medical im
aging as a form of art. 

Kevles, whose lecture focused on medical imaging as 
an artfonn, was inspired by her mother who was a painter 
and who also ~ad an interest in medical imaging. using it 
as a model for her art. Kevles believes that these draw
ings represent a form of expression as only the body can 
present. She cites artist Francis Bacon as an inspiration. 
"I find his work exciting, using X-ray as a guide." 

Kevles also has written Watching the Wild Apes: [he 
Primate Studies of Goodall, Fossey and Galdikas arid 
Females of the Species: Sex and Survival in the Animal 
Kingdom. These are just two of the many books she bas 
authored. 

The first X-ray was discovered by accident in 1895 by 
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Wilhem Conrad Roentgen at the Royal University of 
Wuerzburg in Wuerzburg, Gennany. Doctors use X-rays 
to view bones and to see internal organs through ingested 
barium or injected dyes. Some artists use magnetic reso
nance imaging in their artworks, Kevles said. MRis are 
designed to detect tearings and other abnormalities in tis
sue and muscle. MRis are different from X-rays because 
they do not use dyes which can be harmful and do not 
subject_the patient to large amounts of radiation. • 

The COM Art Gallery exhibited artists: Tori Ellison, 
Jeannette Claire Landrie, Steve Miller, Todd Siler, 
Katherine Sherwood, Janet Kastner and Shirley 
J(linghoffer, who use medical imaging as a fonn of art. 
The exhibit featured works from sculptures to quilts, all 
e?Cpressing the body and feelings. 

After viewing the works of art, COM student Belle 
Rohden said: "It gives a different perspective, seeing 
someone from the inside instead of from tpe outside. What 
could be more. personal than exposing your innermost 
body as a work of art?" 
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COM students to fly on 
NASA's 'vomit comet' 
Continued from Page 1 ----------
(Strength Training Applied Resistance in Zero Gravity). 

These products are needed to counteract the physiologi
cal effects that zero gravity has on astronauts on extended 
space missions. 

Presently, nasal sprays used by NASA in a zero-gravity 
environment have a tendency to flow as a stream due to 
the natural cohesion of water molecules rather than as a 
fine mist which is necessary for the delivery of medica
tions to the nasal passages. Aerosol preparations have been 
used since the Apollo era to treat nasal congestion. 

Another project for Johnson's class is to research the 
availability of an eye dropper that will deliver medica
tion to an astrc:inaut's eye. Present eye droppers produce a 
drop that in zero gravity floats about the cabin. 

Molina's students are testing the feasibility of using a 
Russian-designed bungee cord appliance. The applianCe 
would allow" astronauts to overcome bone density loss by 
means of exercise. 

According to NASA representative Dr. Charles D. 
Lloyd, lead coordinating scientist of the biomedical re
search and countermCasures program, the bone loss oc
curs in the lower extremities of astronauts spending 30 
days or more in a zero-gravity environment. During a 
space mission the astronaut's lower body does not receive 
the impact and resistance exercise that is nonnal on Earth's 
gravitational environment. On a mission in space astro
nauts mostly exercise the upper portion of their bodies. 

Dr. Lloyd, who is acting as a mentor/facilitator between 
NASA and the students, believes that bone loss can be 
prevented through exercise in addition to pharmacologi
cal means (such as calcium supplements). The students 
will be working to make improvements on three existing 
types of exercises: squats, dead lifts and heel lifts using 
the Soviet bungee cord and other appliances. 

During April four of the students will put their findings 
to the testby taking part in the \'reduced gravity program" 
operated by NASA at the Johnson Space Center. 

The reduced gravity program "1as started in 1959 to 
investigate human and hardware reactions to operating in 
a weightless environment. The reduced gravity environ
ment is obtained with a specially modified KC-135A tur
bojet transport, which flies parabolic arcs to produce 
weightless periods o~ 20 to 25 seconds. The KC-135A 
can also provide short periods of lunar (1/6 g) and Mar
tian (1/3 g) gravity. ' 

A typical mission of the KC-135A, also known as the 
"vomit COmet," is two to three hours long and consists of 
30 to 40 parabolas. To re~ch the parabola, the KC-135A 
flies to 24,000 feet and then begins an ascent to approxi
mately 33,000 feet. When it reaches the apex it begins a 
free fall to the 24,000 feet cruising altitude. This provides 
several levels of g-force maneuvers, from negative (0.1 
g), approximately 15 seconds; zero-g, approximately 25 · 
seconds; Lunar-g (1/6 g), approximately 40 seconds; and 
Martian (1/3 g), approximately 30 seconds. 

Acc0rding to Fabian Sifuentes, a student in Professor 
Johnson's group, some of these tests have not been con
ducted by NASA. 

Physics Professor Herman Trevilino is assisting the 
groups with instruction on the physics of zero gravity ef
fects encountered by astronauts on missions. 

Mandy Testa, a student in Molina's group, is scheduled 
to put the group's experiment to a test aboard the KC-
135A during the April 16 and 17 flights. "I don't feel ner
vous," Testa said. "I have been watching some videos of 
the KC-135A and some of the experiments." 

Beth Shepherd, NASA's lead astronaut strength 
conditioninig and rehab specialist and Carol Grunfeld, 
private pilot, astronaut spouse and exercise enthusiast are 
mentoring Kish-Molina's group. 

According to Eddie Canales, a student in Dr. Johnson's 
class, his group has assembled a proposal which outlines 
objectives, procedures and resources necessary to carry 
out their experiment on the KC-135A. 
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Templer committed 
to reorganization 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

A College of the Mainland faculty member for 23 years, 
environmentalist, artist (painter) and music"ian, James 
Templer is the new vice president/dean of Instruction. 

Templer states that he is happy in his new position, but 
misses teaching the arts. 

Since his arrival at COM, Templer has taught in the 
performing and visual arts. He holds both a bachelor's 
and a master's degree in fine arts from East Texas State 
University in Commerce. 

Presently he is working on a doctorate at the Univer
sity of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston in Arts in Vi
sual Studies in the Medical Humanities. "l am learning 
about the philosophy of ethics," Templer said. 

As a musician he plays the guitar and occasionally plays 
with the COM Jazz Ensemble when there is a need. 

His love for p.ature and the environment is reflected in 
his artwork, 

One of his drawings, a graphite drawing titled "Wet
land with Computers" is on display in the Social and Be
havioral Sciences Suite A, in the Leaming Resources 
Center. The drawing depicts a landscape littered with com
i,uters. It is a part of a Series in which Templer addresses 
the concept of using resources wisely. 

It is interesting to note that due to the proliferation of 
obwlete computers and television sets found in land fills, 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has recently 
made it illegal for businesses to dispose of their comput
ers and TV sets in the trash. 

Lead found in cathode ray tubes of TV and computer 
monitors is contaminating the environment. 

Presently, Massachusetts has banned the disposal of 
t?Omputer ~creens and TV sets in landfills and incinera

~ors. They are now required to be taken to a collection 
center Where they are refurbished or recycled. 

"We have an obligation to work with the community to 
better the environment," Templer said 

Templer believes that COM is a part of the infrastruc
ture that will train and educate future leaders to maintain 
the environment. "No doubt, there is a co-relationship be
tween industry and CQM as it relates to the stewardship 
of the environment." 

During his speech at the Spring Convocation in the 
Leaming Resources Center Auditorium, L-131 Jan. 10, 
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Former fine arts Professor JamH Templer Is the new vice president/dean of Instruction at COM. Tam.pier consld~ 
ers himself a "hands-on administrator" and an evironmentalist. As a musician, he occasionally plays the guitar 
with the COM Jazz Ensemble. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Templer spoke to a rpom filled with faculty, staff and 
adminstrators about being a "hands-on administrator." 

During his speech he talked about five projects that he 
feels must be in place this semester: 

1. Reorganize the fnstructional · teams with specific 
responsibilities and goals. 

2. Establish a standing curricul~m committee rep
n:senle4 by_ facuUy_and admiaisttation. -

3. Establish a distance education coordinator. 
Alex Pratt, former d~an of Instruction and Stu
dent DCvelopement, has agreed to seive. 

4. Establish a campuswide evaluation process 
with timelines. 

5. Appoint a chairperson for the steering com~ 
mittee for the upcoming self-study assessment 
program in preparation for the Southern 
Association of Colleges and colleges evaluation for 
accreditation. English Professor Kathye Bergin bas 
accepted 

the position. 
Templer said that since he was the chairman for the last 

SACS·ev:iloation ~e would seive as an adviser to the steer
ing cowmittee. 

He said as the neW vice president he intends to be inter
active by participating in team meetings and plans to work 
directly with team leaders. 

During his convocation speech Templer also made the 
cammitQ!eflt to proleclthe well,being.and_integrity of stu
dents, faculty and staff in the learning and teaching envi
ronment. "The principles that will guide my actions are, 
first do no hann," Templer told the audience. 

Templer also vowed to support the professional devel
opment needs of faculty and to promote scholarly research. 
He also promised to provide innovative educational ex
periences for students and community members as re
sources will allow. 

1be new Vice president is committed to finding resources 
when needed. "One of my main goals is to make your job 
easier and more rewarding ... , " Templer said. 

Davenport relishes diversity of new position at college 

COM Vice President/Dean of Student Affairs Pam Dav· 
enport has a personal Interest in making student auc
cen her main goal. . (Photo by Michael Navarro) 
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By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland has a new face around cam
pus. The face belongs to the new Vice President/Dean of 
Student Affairs Pam Davenport. 

Originally from Oklahoma, Davenport is no stranger 
to the Texas Gulf Coast region. Every summer from her 
childhood on, her family has rented a house in Galveston 
and taken some time to relax. 

Daverl.port received her bachelor's degree in manage
ment from Oklahoma City University. She received her 
master's degree in human relations from the Univer5ity 
of Oklahoma in Nonnan and is currently working on her 
dissertation for her doctorate in higher education from 
University of Oklahoma. 

Prior to joining the COM staff,. Davenport was em
ployed at pklahoma City Community College for 24 years 
under maDy titles, her final one being dean of counseling 
and assessment. After that she relocated to Oklahoma 
State University in Oklahoma City to be the vice presi
dent of student services from September 1997 to Decem
ber 1999. She was named vice president/dean of Student 
Affairs at COM in December. 

Davenport's position at COM is diverse. Her duties 
include supporting student affairs, advisement, admis
sions, police, student activities, counseling, testing and 
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job placement teams, as well as supporting the institution 
in general. She also is responsible for taking care of ad· 
ministrative paperwork and e-mails, dealing with student 
concerns, attending team meetings and working with sev
eral committees. Currently she is trying to get more in
volved off campus with community work. 

"One reason I really like this job is that it is so diverse," 
Davenport said. "The primary reason I am at COM is be
cause of the teams. No other school in the country is like 
this. Of course,there are things that don't work, but there 
are also things that do work, and you have to take those 
that work and kind of run with them. My main goal here 
at COM is student success. I have a personal interest in 
working with the students." 

She describes herself as a learner, a nurturer and one 
who is always searching for ways to improve herself. 

Davenport is not aU work and no play. In her spare time, 
she enjoys reading and is especially interested in self-help 
books. She also enjoys reading about history. especially 
World War II and the Holocaust, as well as American
Indian and African-American history. 

Davenport also enjoys sports and is an avid Big XII 
Conference and OSU football fan. She has even kept her 
season tickets to OSU football and plans. on "going home 
often in the fall to attend the games." 

Davenport bas one daughter, Angee, who is an accoun
tant in Oklahoma where the rest of her family lives. 
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Campus Life 

COM studel'\t ctiUong Vu returns a shot during a tabla tennis match at GCIC Sports Day. Vu went on to win first 
place In the table tennis tournament. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM student takes first at Sports Day 
By RYAN JAKEWAY 
Staff Reporter 

With College of the Mainland's sports reputation on 
the line, several COM students participated in the Gulf 
Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day March 23 at 
both Kingwood and North Harris community colleges. 

Chuong Vu won first place in the table tennis tourna
ment out of six participants. He brought home COM's 
only first place finish. 

The softball team competed on a privately owned field 
outside of Kingwood College. 

In their first game the COM softball team barely got 
edged 7-6,by San Jacinto Central. COM lost the first game 
in the double elimination tournament. 

In the second game COM crushed Montgomery Col
lege 26-2 with COM student Jon Pryor hitting three 
homeruns. COM then beat Kingwood 8-6 scoring two runs 
in the final inning to advance to the first round of play
offs. 

The team went up against Brazosport College. 

Brazosport beat COM 9-5 giving the COM softball team 
a tie for third place with San Jacinto Central. Despite los
ing, co-captain Danielle Ayala was pleased with the team's 
finish saying, "We played hard and although coming up 
short, we gave it our best effort." • 

COM's basketball team also finished third with a hard
fought effort by Matt Klingenberg, Chris Galvan, Schon 
Br~ks and Dominique Green. Winning three out four in 
double elimination, COM lost to Lee College in the first 
round of the playoffs giving them third place. 

Another third place finish came from COM's volley
ball team. Thyais Bogan, one of the women spi~effi for 
the team said, "We did really well, but we didn't play our 
hardest." 

Jennifer West and Brian Berg, the COM tennis players, 
finished their marks at two wins and two losses. 

Kenneth Miller, the only COM participant in billiards 
gave a valiant effort for COM and tried his hardest to 
bring home a spot in the top three, but was unsuccesful. 

Considering the stiff competition from the other schools 
at Sports Day, COM athletes w~re productive finishing in 
the top three in four out of six events. 

Rapper DMX lights up Galveston bank 
By RACHEL DELANOIX 
Copy Editor 

It was nearly ~idnight when my best friend and I drove 
into Galveston Wednesday, March 22. The streets were 
quiet, dark and mostly empty. As we headed down 
Harborside Drive toward 21st Streel, we noticed an un
usual light eminating from the roof of the U.S. National 
Bank. "There it is," I said, with nervous anticipation. 

As we passed Post Office Street looking for a place to 
park, a bright white light glared from the block surround
ing the bank. Giant lamps were suspended more than a 
hundred feet in the air, illuminating the street which was 

filled with police caffi, camera crews and SWAT team 
membeffi. Three helicopters thundered overhead, sweep
ing huge spotlights across the building. 

Making our way toward the focus of the commotion, 
we saw a police car rush toward the building, its wheels 
sliding on the dangerously wet road. The car skidded nois
ily and spun around as the driver slammed on the brakes. 
Policemen sprang from the vehicle, weapons ready. We 
hurried to the front of the building and joined a few dozen 
bystanders. Someone mentioned hostages, and I saw a 
gang_of strippers close in on the police officers. A man 
shouted through a megaphone, and I watched the bank 

See Bystanden Page 7 
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Who will take care 
of COM ducks ? 

Elias 
de la Cerda Jr. 

According to a book some call the "good book," we 
are responsible for our environment to include the flora 
and fauna within it. Of course, some subscribe to other 
beliefs, and some will say, "It is not my problem." 

Let me begin my story by describing what a College 
of the Mainland student (who chose to remain anony
mous) reported to me. "This morning (March. 29), I saw 
a duck that had apparently been hit by a car. It was in 
Parking~LotA, by the Student Center. The duck was 
missing the top part of its beak, and its legs were curled 
under it." He reported the duck to the campus police. 

According to the student, the duck appeared mangled 
and was in a pool of fluid. Later I looked at the spot 
where he had found the duck. All that was left was a 
blood stain on the ground. The duck was still alive when 
he left it. 

By now some of you may have seen a petition that I 
initiated in which an appeal is made to the COM 
administration to do something to prevent the ducks 
from becoming road kill on the Emmett F. Lowry 
Expressway feeder road adjacent to the campus. 

For one reason or another, the COM ducks wander 
onto the road and become casualties of drivers who, 
rather than lose five seconds by going around the animal 
in their frantic attempt to reach their destination., simply 
run over Jhe ducks without much thought as to whether • 
the animals are dead or will jum:' lie there injured until 
other drivers with the same mentality come by and finish 
the gory job. Most of the ducks I have found dead have 
been run over so many times that they' are flattened 
beyond recognition. · 

Contrary to popular belief, the ducks are not all just 
wild ducks or ducks that have been dumped here by 
people who learned that the cute little green and orange 
ducklings they got for their kids at Easter would some 
day become full-grown ducks. 

Originally 11 ducks were donated to COM in April 
1973 by Bernard Levin of Texas City. He donated the 
ducks to commemorate the 11 Israeli athletes assassi
nated in Munich in the Olympic compound, by a group 
of Palestinian terrorists on Sept. 5, 1972. 

It is probable that the original 11 ducks are no longer 
in existence, but it is likely that the ducks that inhabit 
lake Eckert are direct descendants of the initial birds. 

The legacy created by Levin to commemorate the 11 
slain athletes also is embodied in the flock that remains. 

The problem of killed and maimed ducks is not going 
to go away by ignoring it. Some folks don't care about 
the ducks. But consider what would happen if there were 
no ducks. Bugs would proliferate and the whole ecosys
tem would be out of balance. 

The rest of the community is beginning to notice that 
there is a problem. Lora-Marie Bernard, a Texas City 
Sun reporter, wrote ("Ducks and Traffic do not mix · 
(March 18'1), "Thursday evening seven dead ducks 
lined the road between the COM pond (Lake Eckert) and 
the m=hy weeded knoll that leads to Emmett F. Lowry 
Express~ay." 

According to Fabian-Sifuentes, president of the Phi 
Theta Kappa Sigma Delta chapter at COM, the honor 
society is looking at the possibility of relocating the 
ducks to Highland Bayou Park in La Marque. "We are 
trying to do something," Sifuentes said. "We are just 
looking into the legalities of it." 

I am certain that the COM administration is looking at 
taking action on this mi"i.tter, and therefore, a petition to 
save the ducks should not be necessary. 

' 
• 
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Family, friends cope 
with bipolar disorder 
By JENNIFER WEST 
Staff Reporter 

Biploar disorder is a type of mental illness which can 
be characterized by "highs" and "'lows." lt a.ffects people 
of all ages and can be difficult to live with. 

Ramona Benton of the Gulf Coast Center presented 
"What is Bipolar Disorder and Coping Techniques for 
Consumers, Family and Friends" at College of the Main
land March 30. According to Benton's material, bipolar 
disorder, which used to be called manic depressive ill
ness, is characterized by three stages: mild hypomania, 
mania and psychotic mania. When patients experience high 
periods they can appear to act happy, carefree,joking. They 
also are prone to mood swings. 
. Low periods include lowering of inhibitions, more vio

lent mood swings, possibly assaultive behavior and maybe 
even suicide attempts. 

lnterCOM cartoonist Brad Stevenson has had a passion for art from an early age. Drawing comes naturally to 
Stevenson who thinks that school ls a priority. He seeks a master's degree In art and hopes to see.his work 
displayed In a gallery some day. (Photo by Rachel Delanoix) 

Several medications, such as Depakote, Lithium and 
Zyprexa arc administered to control the disease, but some 
people's bodies cannot handle the reactions. Lithium can 
be dangerous for some patients because of its toxic lev
els. Blood levels need to be checked frequently to asses 
the level of toxicity. 

"Everyone is different," Benton said. "What works for 
some, may not work for others. That is an important fac
tor to remember." Cartoonist attends COM for graphic arts Some personality traits of all three stages include not 
taking responsibility for one's actions, shifting blame to 
others, not caring about outcomes of serious situations, 
eagerness for attention, low self-esteem, poor personal 
hygiene, using profane language, irregular sleep patterns 
and sexual promiscuity. 

By RACHEL DELANOIX 
Copy Editor 

You've probably passed him in the hall. He· is the quiet 
person in a blue zippered sweater with his hands in his 
pockets and his green eyes talcing in his surroundings. Little 
would you know that with those hidden hands, he creates 
beautiful artwork that has adorned everything from Christ
mas cards to the walls of the University of Houston-Clear 
lake Art Gallery. 

His name is Brad Stevenson and he is a 1994 graduate 
of La Marque High School, a student at College of the 
Mainland and cartoonist for InterCOM, the newspaper. 

Currently Stevenson is studying graphic arts at COM. 
"For a career, I'd like to be a graphic artist and work more 
with computers on a full-time basis and do o~r artwork 
on the side." He plans to continue graduate school at 
UHCL, the University of North Texas in Denton or Stephen 
F. Austin State University in Nacogdoches. 

Stevenson attended UHCL and COM alternately be
tween 1994 and 1999. Graduating from UHCL in May 
1999, he received a bachelor's degree in applied design 
and visual arts. He attended graduate school at UHCL last 
fall to work toward a master's degree in humanities. 

At COM in spring 1996, Stevenson won an honorable 
mention in the Texas Intercollegiate Press Association 
contest for a cartoon in InterCOM on voting. 

While at UHCL Stevenson had several prints published 
in UHCL's Bayousphere magazine for which he was the 
art editor. He also was a teacher's assistant in printmaking. 
In 1998 Stevenson made'a. print of a bluejay which was 
chosen for an UHCL Christmas card. ' 

"After I graduated UHCL, r" came back to COM to take 
some of the graphic arts classes that I hadn't taken be
fore," Stevenson explained. "As long as I'in here at COM 
I'll prcibably do cartoons for the InterCOM, too. So, I'll 
continue graduate school after f get done taking the classes 
l need to take here." · 

Though Stevenson i~ focusing on a financiaUy secure 
and realistically stable career, he hasn't let go of his drearils 
of greatness. "It would be nice to make a living selling 
artwork. That's really not practical, bu.I I would likt; to 
have some of my art in a gallery or have it be well-known." 

He elaborates: "l might do freelan~ work, such as writ
ing magazine articles or submitting illustrations or car
toons, designing ads for companies, logos, websites, CD 
ROMs. But I'd also like lo work on my own art on the side 
and begin doing what I want to do." 

• 

But school comes first for this studious artist. "I want to 
get a master's degree in art," says Stevenson, a level
headed 24-year-old who credits.his success as an artist to 
more than just natural-born talent. "You learn as you go 
along, but I would recommend design classes, just basic 
drawingclaMes. It comes pretty easily for me, bul the more 
you practice, the better you get." 

Stevenson knew from an early age that art was his pas
sion. "That's always been what I've been best at." 

As he has gtown as an artist, Stevenson has acquired a 
broader spectrum of interests. 

"I've done drawing with pastels, drawing pencils, char
coal, painting. Last year I did some sculpting with clay; I 
did some welding. I took a sculpture class last year at Clear 
Lake and I really enjoyed that more than I thought I 
would." 

There is always something new to learn, and Stevenson 
knows the value of keeping his eyes open. To be a good 
artist, he says "you have to be aware of what's going on in 
the world." 

This disease is difficult during the teen yeaffi for family 
and friends because of the dangers of drug abuse, promis
cuity and peer pressure. At 17, a youth is nO longer cOn
sidered a minor, making it hard for parents keep control 
of teens who are subject to being out of control. 

One parent, who asked not to be identified, said: "I've 
had to call the police several times on my child, who runs 
away frequently. We have a really hard time controlling 
her and when she turns 17, the police can't do anything." 

Some don't understand that teens affected by the disor
der may get into trouble or may threaten to harm them
selves and others, which can result in police intervention. 

For parents who have problems coping with bipolar chil
dren, Benton suggests doing something for themselves to 
release tension and stress. "Find a life outside of the dis
ease," she said. "Take a walk, go see a movie." 

u~ P!1J CHll,.O, ,, 

• 

U SH~1IO 
.:---· GUts.f~ 
-::S- ---,,.-'---------~ ::: - -. 
~ 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

; 
" 

l 
1' ,,. 

·' 

·' 

. 

.• 

' 

• 



I 

Page 2, March/April 2000, late.COM 

Editorials/News 

COM music Proleuor Sparky Koerner plays "Alone Together" accompanied by gunt artlol John Adamo during 
the GCIC Jazz Feotlvol held March 25 In the Laamlng Roaourcea c.-, AudHortum, L•131, Sevwal COM atu
denta received awarda at the all.clay event (Photo by Belle Rohden) 

COM hosts annual GCIC jazz festival 
By BELLE ROHDEN 
Staff Reporter 

"Mira, Mira" sent a boll of electrifying rhythm to the 
audience and back to the musicians. This piec.e. played in 
salsa style by the 2000 GCIC Directors' Ensemble, cre
ated musical excitement at ~Hege of the Mainland March 
25 at 8 p.m. 
· The festival was held in the Leaming Resource Center 

Auditorium, L-131, from 10:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
COM hosted the Gulf Coast Intercollegiale Conference 

Community Colleges Jazz Festival featuring both the 
COM Jazz Ensemble and the COM Jazz Combo, with 
guesl artists: John Adams, acoustic bass; Tom Borling, 
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piano; and Wayne Dyess. trombone. 
Participating colleges were Brazosport, Lee, Alvin, 

Noltl! Hmts'alld Houston Community College Central. 
The jazz ensembles and combos were judged by Ille guest 
artists in areas, such as precision, interpretation, intona· 
lion, sound quality and enthusiasm, among othe!5. Solo
ists were judged on sud! thtngs as authority, ideas and 
creativity. Adams conducted a jazz clinic and gave five 
students the opportunity to play together with his jazz en
semble to display their improvisational skills. 

"Music is about communication, not demonstration," 
Adams said. "The moment that you concentrate on tech
nique, you will be missing out on more directions of com
munication." 

Festival coordinator, COM music Professor Sparky 
Koerner, presented the awards during the evening con
cert. COM student Aaron Koerner won Outstanding So
loist on trumpet Outstanding Soloist Musicianship awards 
went to COM students David Alexander on alto sax, Bran
don Diaz on drums, Tom Underkircher on alto sax and 
Charles Delgado on tenor sax. 

The evening concert was multifaceted with many jazz 
music styles sue~ as ballad. shuffle, upswing, slow swing 
and bos.sa nova. 

• 

A murmur started from the audience and ended upstage 
in a memorable cresc.endo of cheers, whistles and applause 
as Adams• combo ·played "Stella by Starlight." Then 
Adams asked Sparky Koerner to come to the front of the 
combo to play a number. The audience cheered as Koerner 
performed "Alone Together" on his fluegelhom, bossa 
nova style, accompanied by Borling. Bobby Adams, Ethan 
Atkinson and John Adams. 

The evening concert was dedicated to David Wheeler 
wbo died March 10. 

Wheeler was a music professor at San Jacinto Commu
nity .College South and a guitarist with Sparky K.ocmer's 
Jazz Express. 

• 

Recruiters' promises 
not worth the grief 

Midtael 
Navarro 

I have encountered a growing nuisance here at 
College of the Mainland that several other students 
probably face on a regular basis.'No, I'm not talking 
about the ducks, I'm talking about the Army recruiters. 
Many times I have found myself a victim of one of these 
recruiters who are as annoying as telcmarketern. 

· One day I was having lunch with friends when a 
recruiter came at me midbite. He asked me the famous 
question, "Have you considered the Army?" The next 
day in the parking lot another recruiter, on crutches, 
hunted me down to ask the same question. 

Both times I replied, "No," and both times the 
recruitern insisted that I hear them out to make sure I 
knew what I was turning down. 

One offered me up to $40,000 for college. And as long 
as the grass is green and the sky is blue, and I am 
enlisted, I would receive free room and board and a 
monthly allo~ance. 

I again said no, yet he still insisted that I give him my 
name and number to schedule an appointment with him. 

I finally escaped from him although I did have to take 
bis business card to appease him. So after this talk I sat 
down and thought about what the Army or any other 
branch of the military could offer me. 

One of the recruiters asked me to give h!JD -~ne good 
reason why I did not want to join the Anny. He said that 
for every reason I had against joining. be would give me 
five reasons why I should join. 

So I tried to think of good reasons to join. Forty 
thousand dollars for college sounds very nice. Then I 
remembered a friend who enlisted in the Marines and 
left for boot camp the weekend after we graduated from 
high school. He started college the next fall, but never 
saw any of his $40,000 until the spring semester. 
Because of this, be bad to work two to three jobs to pay 
his tuition, the rent for his on-camP.US apartment and any 
other expenses be had, while be was a full-time student. 

Then I thought of my friend who joined the Army 
after high school to support his wife and son. He told me 
how boot camp had desensitized him and trained him to 
be a killing machine. He also told me how the Army 
treated some of the recruits. Women were constantly 
harassed by cadets and even officers, and the outcasts of 
the units were often humiliated and assaulted by both 
cadets and officers. In one case, a man reported such 
actions to Army officials and was consequently beaten 
and dishonorably discharged. What is even worse is that 
according to a TIME magazine survey, 75 percem of 
minority cadets still feel.racial discrimination. 

Now some may Scly those are just a few cases. Well, 
even so, those are still too many cases. Why should I 
sign my life away if I must live under those conditions? 

I also considered the Last few wars and conflicts this 
country has taken part in. There was the war in Vietnam 
that lasted for many years despite the fact that a large 
number of American citizens protested the war. Then 
there was the Pernian Gulf War or the "Gas War" in 
which our armed forces were defending business 
interests in Middle Eastern oil. 

So I realized that I had no interest in signing over my 
life to the military with the possibility of being beaten or 
threatened just to be prepared for a situation where r
might kill the innocent civilians of another country. 

Furthermore, I have no desire to give my life to an 
organization that bolds prejudice against irs people 
based on race, gender or any other reason. 

So, to all the recruiters, find another victim. 

• 
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SAB Mardi Gras party 
celebrated March 7 
By NAOMI GRIMALDO 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board 
entertained students, faculty and staff with a Mardi Gras 
Festival in the Leaming Resources Center breezeway 
March 7. 

Music Professor Sparky Koerner led a long procession 
of people to the tune of "When the Saints Go Marching 
In" while the COM Jazz Combo accompanied. 

"I think we have a great turnout and I hope everyone 
stays to hear Sparky," said SAB sponsor Maryann Urick 
during the party. 

Those at the pre.-spring break celebration took advan
tage of the music and free jambalaya. red beans. rice, cake, 
and drinks while SAB members passed out beads and mer
chant discount cards to all participants. 

"Lsaw the-banners and they announced it in class, so I 
came," said COM student Danielle Ayala. 

The SAB sponsors the Mardi Gras party every year to 
celebrate the end of the two-week Mardi Gras extrava
ganza held in Galveston, as well as to increase the mem
bership of the organization. The board is responsible for 
organizing the majority of activities across campus. 
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COM music Proln1or Sparky Koerner 1Nd1 1 proc-ion of revolorl tllrougth Iha L.RC brlozewoy whllo the 
COM Jazz Combo accomponln to tho tune of "Whan tho Salnta Go Marching In.• The SAB oarved lrao food and 
soft drlnkll and hondod out tree -·· (Photo by EIIH do la c.da Jr.} 

Iraq population suffers from disease, malnutrition 
Continued from Page I ---------
country's electricity and all seven hydroelectric dams. 
Losing irs electricity, Harak said, leaves Iraq with no en
ergy for incubators, life support or water treatment and 
no refrigeration for medicine or blood supplies. 

Harak also stated that the U.N. military purposely 
__J:igmbed innocent civilians during the war. Approximately 

83,000. tons 'Of bombs were droppe,hluring the 1'ersiair -
Gulf War, whidl is more than all the bombs used in World 
Waf II. Harak claimed that U.S. government statements 
indicating only military bases were bit with smart bombs 
(which are computer-guided bombs that are accurate 
within inches) were false. Sixty percent of those, Harak. 
said were dropped on cities and villages. Only 7 percent 
of all bombing was smart bombing, he added. His statis
tics were compiled from U.N. reports. 

Another weapon used, Harak. said was 660,000 pounds 
of depleted uranium. Depleted uranium, which is 1. 7 times 
as dense as ICad and 60 percent as radioactive as regular 
uranium, was used for the first time during the Persian 
Gulf War. The depleted uranium was shaped into bullets. 
One of the reasons uranium was used is that it can pen
etrate any steel and self-sharpens as well as heats while 
penetrating metal. . 

Harak's main objective was to infonn the audience abo'!t 

what bas happened to Iraqi civilians as a result of the 
sanctions that the U.S. government is not talking about. 
Most Iraqi oil has been taken off the market, Harak. said. 
Iraq is allowed to sell $2.2 to $5 billion worth of oil for 
food and medical supplies, which Harak said works out 
to about $1 per citizen per day. 

Oil money was 80 percent of Iraq's economy, Harak 
said, and wiffi"?O percent of the country~s · rood a.no riledf
cal supplies having to be imported, the nutritional qual
ity and amounts of food have suffered as well. 

To receive food or medical supplies, Iraq must make 
contracts through committees set up by the U.N. Secu
rity Council. The problem with lhis, Harak said is that 
any member can veto any request for any reason. Once, 
Iraq made a request for powdered milk because 30 per
cent of Iraqi women are anemic due to malnutqtion. The 
United States vetoed the request because the powder con
tained phosphates which can be used to make bombs. 

Another result of the sanctions, Harak said is that while 
the government is saying they are giving Iraq certain sup
plie$ they need, the United Nations is not allowing them 
to have the complementary supplies necessary to use these 
materials. "Insulin is supplied, but syringes have been 
vetoed," Harak said ... We let them have dental chairs but 
vetoed the compressors that move them up and down. 

"One of the thi.ngs·,100 don't hear on the news is that 
we are still bombing Iraq every day," Harak said. He pre
sented a video sht5wing the cifcumstances Iraqi citizens 
face daily. A distraught woman was running the streets in 
terror aftCr her father's face had been melted du.ring a 
bombing. Another woman lay with her entire body 
wrapped in bandages while the doctors were informing 
HaraltliatDer three- soiis~h"usb&OO-anOfiiencliviSlting 
her were killed when their house was bombed. A young 
girl suffering from leukemia lay in a hospital bed w~ 
and bandaged because of an infection cau!iC(i by the dirty 
syringe used in her IV. A 6-month-old b'aby whose stom
ach had swollen from liver cancer lay in his bed crying 
but was too weak to open his mouth. 

While in Iraq, Harak learned that 500,000 children un
der the age of 5 had died after the sanctions.were estab
lished. He saw children playing in the sewage th al flowed 
in the streets. He also saw a mass outbreak of diseases, 
such as dysentery, typhoid fever and malaria. 

Harak concluded that the sanctions against Iraq are un
ethical, illegal and inhumane because they target the 
civilian population to try and break the l~i governrrient. 

For more information about Harak and Iraq, visit the 
Voices in the Wilderness organization website at 
<www.nonviolcnce.org.lvitw>. 

Bystanders watch as video experience proves worthwhile 
Continued from Page 6 ----------
robber fall from the roof, his limbs flailing as a silvery 
spotlight followed him all the way to the sidewalk. 

"Cut!" yelled the man with the megaphone. "Let's do it 
again." The stuntman brushed himself off and prepared 
for another slow ascent to the roof, suspended by a steel 
cable on counterweights. The policemen chatted pleas
antly with the dancern. and a woman with long red hair 
dabbed makeup on the faces-of the SWAT team. In fact 
the quietest one of the bunch was a small man in a khaki 
jacket with a blue fishennan 'shat pulled low over his eyes. 
He was director David Meyern and this was the selling of 
the newest video for rapper DMX called "Party On." 

I was in with the extras, practicing looking "scared, 
worried and curious," as per my instructions. I stood at 
the front of a police barricade behind the ambulance that 
held the jumper. The negotiator was filmed just in front of 
us in a scene where he walked around the ambulance to 
check on the man he tried to save. 

Earlier Chai evening. OMX had finished shooting his 

• 
• 

~nes and had left for Houston where he was scheduled 
to perform, so the video location was mostly empty of 
onlookers when we arrived. About a dozen people 
watched from a par1'.ing garage on the opposite comer of 
the street but most preferred a closer view, milling around 
the set and ta.king pictures with what they hoped were 
soon-to-be-famous extras. 

To be an extra, I had to sign a release stating that I 
allowed the use of my image in the video, though I'm 
pretty sure I'm only a blur. I was suprised at the number 
of people who di~ 't want to be in the video, especially 
with the prospect of ~ing seen around 'the world. The 
success of the video is virtually guaranteed by the enor. 
mous popularity of the song. In this generation of Say
What Karaoke and Total Request Live, it seemed 
suprising that anyone would tum down the opportunity 
to be in regular rotation on MTV. 

Videos by director Meyers include "Take A Picture" 
by Filter, "Love is Blind" by Eve with Faith Evans. 
''There You Go" by Pink and "That's What I'm Looking ..,. 

• 

.For" by Da Brat. 
Meyers was most recently seen 01),MTV's Making the 

Vuleo, Monday, March 27, directing Da Brat's newest 
video, "What Cbu Like." In' an interview with MTV's Chris 
Connelly, Da Brat had this to say about the director: "Dave 
Meyers is a great producer. director. He sent me lhe treat
ment. I read it. He had some kind of off-lhc-wall stuff in 
there at first. I was like, • All right, we're gonna have to 
lake 'em step by step. I'm not getting naked in the bed
room. I'm not rapping on top of some guy and freaking 
him at the same time.• I was like, 'We're gonna have to 
take it gradually. In this video, I will wear the tight stuff. 
I'll wear the makeup. I will do all the interactions and 
dancing and everything."' 

Meyers also has directed videos for Buckcheny, L.L 
Cool J, Master P, Hanson. Jay~Z, Powerman 5000, Static
X, and Goodie M.0.B. with TLC. Perhaps his most well
known video to date is "Bawitdaba" by Kid Rock, which 
was nominated al the 1999 M1V Video Music Awards for 
Best Rock. Video and Best New Artist in a Video. 

• 
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What's Happening 

COM student Larry Guice {In monkey ault) dlaplaya how violating social nonna such as dressing llke a monkey 
can be disruptive In a clmroom setting while Profnmr Alica W.llunl (right) lecturn. Watford's Monday-Wednaa
day 9:30 a.m. Introduction to Sociology class is learning the Impact that following social norms haa on lndlvldu
als in society. (Photo by Michael Nevarro) 

Children focus of 3rd violence workshop 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

The third in a serie's of four domestic violence semi
nars, .. The Impact on Children," was held Thursday, March 
24, at College of the Mainland. 

The seminar, held in the Learning Resources Center 
Auditorium, L-131, and sponsored by the Student Activi
ties Board began with the video, "The Impact of Domes
tic Violence on Children." 

The video covered the many effects domestic violence 
has on children's lives. According to the video, children 
,do not have to be physically abused to be hanned by do-. 
mestic violence. Seeing their mother or father being beaten 
can catL~ children to take on violent behavior. 

Children who live in homes where domestic abuse oc
curs share common characteristics: They often imitate the 
abuser in their play, are more aggressive and have short 
tempers. They can be agitated easily and have either a 
great fear of strangers or become very attached to them. 

Domestic abuse can affect children both mentally and 
physically. They may suffer from stomach aches, urinary 
and bowel problems including wetting the bed during their 
pre-teen years and having nightmares. 

The children often feel that it is their fault that their 
mother is being beaten. As a result, they often try to de
fend their mother and end up being beaten themselves. 

The video also chronicles a teen-age boy whose father 
beat his mother. He always thought he could protect his 
mother until the day he tried to defend her and found him
self receiving a punch. He told how there were times when 
his mother would move with him, his brother and sister to 
their aunt's home after their mother was beaten, but they 
would always end up moving back home because his fa
ther w.ould threaten her by telling her she would never see 
the children again if she and the children didn't come back. 
Presently, the youth's biggest problem is that he is now in 
his first serious relationship, and he has hit his girlfriend. 

Another ponion of the video shows a brother and sister, 
who lived in a house with domestic abuse, being observed 
while playing house. They have a fight and the boy throws 
a stack of toy plates and pushes his sister down. 

According to the video, children who view domestic 
violence are six times more likely to commit or attempt 
suicide, 24 percent are more likely to commit a sex crime, 
74 percent are more likely to commit a crime against a 
person, and 50 percent are more likely to abuse alcohol. 

Suzanne Schwab, Associate Judge of 306th Family 
Court; John Nelson, juvenile probation officer in Galveston 
County; and Bonnie RobertS, Women's Resource Crisis 
Center administrative coordinator, were on hand to speak 
about the effects domestic abuse bas on children. 

The last seminar- is set for April 27 at 12:30 p.m. 
For infonnation or help call I (800) 799-SAFE (7233). 

Five outstanding teacher nominees named 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland students, faculty and staff 
members recently had the chance to vote on which fac· 
ulty member should be named this year's outstanding 
teacher; 207 votes we,e gathered. 

From Feb. 28-March 10, poliing stations were set up at 
15 locations around campus. Students and faculty were 
eligible to nominate the teacher they felt was most de
serving of this honor. Forty.four fuU-time and 14 adjunct 
faculty members were nominated, and the top five were 
named as finalists. · 

The finalists for CO M's 2000 Outstanding Teacher are 

Carla Boone, business education; John Buffa, technical/ 
• industrial education; Gay Reeves, nursing; David Smith, 
social science; and Renate True, science. 

The five will now be observed leaching a class by the 
selection committee, headed by last year's winner, former 
science professor, Joanna Kile, who is now the project di· 
rector for the Umter for the Advancement of Process Tech
nology. The group is composed of students named to the 
dean's list 

The COM faculty member chosen as outstanding teacher 
will receive $1,500 to be used for his or her professional 
development and will represent COM as its Piper Profes· 
sor nominee for fall 2000. The winner will be 3:nnounced 
at the Employee Recognition Dinner on April 28. 

' 

People Speak Out 
By laterCOM Editon and Staff 

The ducks that inhabit the College of the 
Mainland campus are becoming road kill as they 
wander across the Emmett F. Lowry Expressway 
feeder road across from Lake Eckert in search of 
food or greener pastures. 
lnterCOM asked the question: What can be done 
to prevent the ducks from being run over? 

Fabian Sifuentes: The 
Phi Theta Kappa honor 
society is looking into 
relocating the ducks to 
Highland Bayou, but 
there are some legal 
issues that need to be 
worked out. 

Olda Pera: Place a 
fence or something that 
would keep them on 
this side of the road. 
Something should be 
done. I often stop and 
shoq the ducks away 
from the road. 

Eddie Canales: 
Relocate them, or stock 
the pond with fish or 
something that will 
provide food. 

Ana Romero: They 
should put a fence or 
take them away 'cause 
we have to clean up 
after them. Maybe clip 
their w~gs. 

• 

Carol Slade: J drive 
carefully around the 
ducks. As much as they 
(COM) charge for fees, 
they should do 
something. It upsets 
me to see the ducks 
killed. 

Jim Higgins: It is 
worth looking into. I'm 
not sure what the 
answer is. Maybe have 
somebody take a 
census of the ducks to 
determine their 
migration habits. 

Jonathan Steele Jr.: 
We should find a 
certain food that the 
ducks like and put it 
away from the road. 

April Perry: They 
should have a "duck 
crossing" sign like they 
do for deer or other 
animals and maybe a 
fenced area. 

• 
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COM students 
aim for the stars 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

Imagine trying to put an eye prop into your eye only to 
watch the drop of fluid float around in space. Or imagine 
spraying nasal spray into your nose only to receive a ~h 
of fluid because the atomized spray turns into a stream. 
These are some of the problems encountered by astro-
nauts while on a space mission. 

Two groups of College of the Mainland students are 
taking part in experiments for NASA in Houston trying 
to solve these problems. 

One of the groups, the class of science Professor Gre
gory Johnso9-, has the challenge to develop a method of 
producing a nasal spray and eye droppers tha1 will work 
in zero gravity. 

Dr. Johnson's group developed the acronym "COM
DART'' which stands for College of the Mainland's Drop· 
let and Aerosol Reasearch Team. 

Science. Profeslor Ma<i1¥DD Kish-Molina's ,lass io re
searching a dev'ice that will prevent the loss of bone den
sity due to prolonged siays in space. 

Kish-Molina's group is using the logo "STARZ" 

See COM Page 4 

COM physics Profesaor Herman Trlvllino lectures on the phyaica Involved with gravity. The atudenta wlll apply 
the Information OA -,.olaJ,.a,cl.9nce.praj1cts with NASA. The clan Is part of a group working on apeclal science 
projects which attempt to solve problems encountered by NASA minion specialist• during extended space 
fllghll. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Priest says U .N. · sanctions on Iraq target civilians 
By MICIIAELNAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

Where was the first wheel invented? Where was the 
first epic Gilgamesh written? Where was the first library 
built? The answer to all of these is Iraq. 

These questions began Father Simon Harak's presenta
tion "Iraq: On the Ground Behind the Headlines" spon
sored by the Social and Behavioral Sciences Team in the 

President Larry L Stanley will retire at the end of Au~ 
gust after 30 years at COM. Stanley h•• been praal
dent for 17 years. (Photo by Mlchael Navarro) 

• 

• 

Leaming Resources Center Auditorium, L-131, March 23 
at 9:30 a.m. 

Harak addressed an audience stunned by the horrors 
shown in the videos of his visits to Iraq and his tales about 
the atrocities he witnessed on those visits. The horrors 
are a result of the United Nations' sanctions against Iraq 
following the Persian Gulf War. 

Harak, who has been taking food and supplies to Iraq 
during his visits, believes that the United States, through 

the United Nations, is attacking the Iraqi government 
through a siege. He defined the word siege by calling it a 
"fearful spectacle of civilian death, breaking the will of 
the people and attacking civilians to force the govern
ment and military to submit." This siege has resulted in 
more than 1 million deaths in Iraq. Harak claimed these 
actions are a violation of war laws. 

During the war, the United Nations took out the entire 

See Iraq Page 7 

Stanley to retire after 30 years at COM 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

President Larry L. Stanley will retire at the end of the 
August after 30 years of service al College of the Main
land. 

Stanley began working at COM in 1970 as a voice , 
instructor. He was the first choir director at COM and 
was instrumental in starting the college music program. 
In 1975 Stanley became the chainnan of the Fine Arts 
and Humanities Division until 1979 when he became a 
full-time administrator. 

In 1983, Stanley was appointed as acting president of 
the college replacing President Justis D. Sundermann 
who was removed from office. Soon after, Stanley was 
named president and has held the job for the past 17 years. 

When asked which position he would miss the most 
after retirement: Stanley said he would miss both equally. 

"The most satisfying times of my \ife were he~ work
ing with students and musical performances," he said. 
"As president I have missed the close association with 

• 

• 

• 

students and the gratification you get of them doing well, 
but the job as president gives you the opportunity to af
fect the whole tenor of the institution." 

After retiring, Stanley and his wife Sandra will move 
to the Texas Hill Country where they will raise Arabian 
horses on their ranch. He also plans to do some traveling 
with friends in that area. 

Stanley hopes that he has created an environment where 
students are empowered to take part in steering the learn
ing process and also teaching each other. 

"I hope the most important contributiOn I have made is 
that students feel this is a good place to be, and they are 
treated humanely," Stanley said. "I hope this is a place 
where they are educated well and can reach truths with
out pressure from anybody. 

"I hope we've created an atmosphere where people like 
to work and feel they are free to take action in adequate 
ways to appeal decisions, are paid well with good ben
efits, and have the freedom to be innovative without fear 

. of failure," Stanley said. "If I've contributed to creating 
that kind of environment, I will leave fulfilled." 

• 

-

• 

.• 

.• 

·' 

·' 

' 

' 

·' 

• 

·' 



I 

• 

- - - -- - - ~ ·-··-~--·· -----

Page 12, May 2000, lolerCOM 

What's Happening 

COM professors, (from left) Carla Boone, John Buffa, Dr. Gay Reeves, Dr. David Smith, and Dr. Renate True await 
the announcement for outstanding teacher at the annual Employee Recognition Dinner at the Charles T. Doyle 
Convention Center in Texas City on April 28. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.} 

Boone named Oustanding Teacher 2000 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Staff Reporter 

Carla Boone, business education professor, was named 
College of the Mainland Outstanding Teacher of the Year 
at the annual Employee Recognition Dinner April 28 at 
the Charles T. Doyle Convention Center in Texas City. 

Other finalists for this year's award were John Buffa, 
technic.al/industrial education; Dr. Gay Reeves, nursing; 
Dr. David Smith, social science; and Dr. Renate True, sci
ence. 

The winner was announced by Vice President/Dean of 
Instruction James Templer, while fonner science profes
sor, project director for the Advancement of Process Tech
nology and last year's winner, Joanna Kile, presented 
Boone with the traditional black ceramic mermaid vase, 
filled with three red roses. 

"This is a huge honor," Boone said after being an
nounced as this year's winner. "It was honor enough just 
to be a finalist." 

Boone was nominated by COM students and faculty 
and chosen by a selection committee headed by Kile and 
comprised of studellts Zachary Hileman, Jhenna Men, 
Deidre Owens-Wagner, Jeremy Robinson and Wyndee 
Wagner. The selection committee observed the finalists 
teaching a class then conferred to make the decision. 

As part of the award, Boone received $1,500 to be used 
for her professional development and will represent COM 
as its Piper Professor nominee for fall 2(X)(). She also will 
serve as chairwoman for the Outstanding Teacher award 
next year. 

"This means a tremendous amount that the students feel 
that way about me," Boone said. " It doesn 't feel like I'm 
coming to a job because I enjoy teaching, and I'm glad 
that it comes to my students that way. 

"I would like to thank Dr. Dorothy McNutt who is the 
former chairperson for the Division of Business," Boone 
said. "She gave me my fifSt teaching opportunity and was 
a role model. I also want to thank the students for their 
belief in me, their trust and their confidence. And I would 
finally like to thank my husband and children who make 
the sacrifice of time so that I can spend so much time, at 
the school." 

Smith said: "It was an honor to be nominated, an honor 
to be one of the five finalists. It's very exciting and very 
rewarding and I appreciate that very much." Other nomi
nees could not be reached for comment. 

The Piper Professor Award was established by the 
Minnie Stevens Piper Foundation in 1958. The award, 
one of the most prestigious for educators in Texas, is pre
sented to those teachers who display outstanding schol
arly and academic achievement. 

Former child educator honored by scholarship 
By NAOMI GRIMALDO 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Child Development Lab 
School held a retirement reception for Jan Smith who re
tired Aug. 31, 1999. The reception, held in the Adminis
tration Building April 12, gave Smith's friends. colleagues 
and former·students an opportunity to wish her well. 

Smith, a fonner COM faculty member who suffered a 
stroke two years ago, was praised for her contributions as 
a proponent of early childhood education, youth sports 
and Olympic developmental programs. Texas City Mayor 
Chuck Doyle declared April 12 Jan Smith Day. 

With the help of friends and associates, a scholarship 
has been presented in Smith's name. The goal is to raise 
at least $10,000. 

"Jan Smith has been an inspirational force in the lives 
and careers of students and fellow workers," said Susan 
Plasek, COM Child Development professor. "Her tireless 
efforts helped to make the world ~ better place for chil
dren, families and child care professionals." 

., 
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At COM she helped establ~ the_ Child Development 
Lab School, a day and evening child care facility. She has 
been a leader in child advocacy for almost 30 years and 
she still remains a strong child advocate today. 

One of Smith's last projects at COM included the orga
nization of the Texas Assistance of Needy Independent 
Families Program. 

Despite her health problems Smith continues to volun
teer in the Head Start program. She also is continuing 
with speech therapy and is taking water exercise at COM. 

Smith also was an Olympic athlete who competed in 
the 1964 Olympic Speed Skating contest; she placed fourth 
in the race. 

To make a tax-deductible contribution to the Jan Smith 
Scholarship Fund, make checks payable to the College of 
the Mainland Foundation, and send it to COM Founda.: 
tion, Jan Smith Scholarship Fund, 1200 Amburn Road, 
Room 159, Texas City, TX 77591. 

For more information call Mary Ann Amelang Foun
dation director at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, 
Ext. 557. 

• 
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People Speak Out 
By loterCOM Editors and Staff 
Pllotos by Michael Navarro 

In November 6'.'year--old Eli3.n Gondelz was 
found off the coast of Florida hanging on to an 
innenube. Gonzaetz was left in lhe care of his Mi
ami relatives. After months of court proceedings. 
the U.S. Government ordered that Eli in 's relatives 
return him to his father. When the relatives refused, 
armed federal agents stormed their house and took 
the litUc boy by force. 

lnterCOM asked the question: How do you feel 
about the way the government handled-the retrieval 
of Elian Gonzalez? 

Miraodll Clark: I think 
they made a big deal out 
of nothing. There is pov
erty in America and they 
Should focus on issues 
involving America. 

Brian Colbert: I think 
they had to do what they 
bad to do. They had no 
choice. I believe Ibey 
did the right thing. 

Leonard J;;pps: I feel 
they did the right thing 
because they gave the 
family months to gel 
Elian. I dido 't agree 
with the amount of fora, 
they nsed, but they did 
what they had to. 

JenniCer Durr: They 
should allow kim to pick 
where he wants to live. 
1'be child's happ/ness 
comes first. 

• 

Stevo Rodriguez: l 
think it's unfortunate the 
way Eliin's distant rela
tives forc.ed the govern .. 
ment into their actions, 
but they had tQ do it. 

Crystal Wainwright: 
The government did not 
act in the best interest of 
the child, but they did 
what they bad to do. 

Monique Cbargob: 
That could ruin him for 
the re&t of bfs life. I 
think they should have 
let ~im go strai_ght to his 
dad instead of with his 
other relatives. 

Johoo1 Mmrls: They 
used toomnch foroe, too 
many weapons, bttt he 
needs to be with his fa;. 
ther. 

+ 

I 

' 

• 

... 1 ____ ~_~_
0

_~ _· 

0

- ~- · ___ .. I I NASA project picture Pl'&" 
SeePagel16&7 11 ... --Dlsney--/Time-See_ ~_·_:_:_r d_·_ te_·_· _I. 

'
"'TY! r 

-<'- ' "'' ~ 
._,.::;, ~ ,., .. • .r '½o 

l~\ 
"~ 

. .,o,,. .,{} 
~'Su., ,;r-..,,/. ·~'-'°" 

May 
2000 

TIPA Award-winner 

------- ---------~----
A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

COM students 
fly 'vomit comet' 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assist.ant Editor 

An asteroid the size of Texas is heading toward a colli
sion with Eartli. Teams of astronauts fly out to intercept 
and destroy it. Should their mission fail, all life on Earth 
would be extinguished. 

These are just scenes from the movie Armageddon, but 
according to CNN, in 1989 an asteroid a quarter mile wide 
missed the Earth by just 400,000 miles. 

While NASA's Reduced Gravity Program may not pre
pare scientists to avert such catastrophic events, it does 
present the opportunity for college students to work and 
learn about the behavior of science in near zero gravity 
conditions. 

The Texas Community College Reduced Gravity Stu
dent Campaign 2000 provides students with a unique edu
cational experience, which involves students in research 
areas of interest to NASA and increases the public aware
Ress of the space agency's educational, research and out
reach opportunities. 

See COM mkrobiology Page 8 

COM student Mandy THta (ce""") performs ..-iv. exercloea aboard NASA's KC•135A. The exercloea were 
conduoled to mauure the resistance and tmpect provtded by the device tor UN In space. She is u1l1ted by 
NASA's Beth ~rd (right) while Carol Grunlald photographs the event. (NASA photo) 

Graduating students unhappy with number of tickets available 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

A major concern of the COM graduating class of 2000 
is that each graduate is being given only four tickets for 
guests. ,The ceremony has been moved from the La Marque 
High School Auditorium, where it has been held for sev
eral years, to the Doyle Convention Center in Texas City. 

''This graduation and degree is very important to me as 
an older adult, and I have lots of friends and family who 
would love to attend but can't due to the ticket limit," 
said Verna Douglas, a 41-year-old COM student who is 

graduating with an associate of applied sciences degree 
in criminal justice. "If you have family coming from out 
of town it 's not fair that they have to watch you receive 
your diploma on a TV monitor." 

The ceremony has been moved for a number of rea
sons, said Connie Bardwell, secretary to the Advisement 
Center, whose office has been flooded with complaints 
about the restricted number of tickets. 

One reason for the move is that last year there were 
audio problems, Bardwell said. The audio system was bro
ken and the alternate system that was rigged up was not 
very accOmmodating. The speakers couldn't be heard by 

the audience. Also many of the seats were broken. These 
problems have not been fixed, Bardwell said. Another 
reason for relocating the ceremony is that President Larry 
L. Stanley wanted it moved. 

When graduation was held at La Marque High School, 
graduates were not limited to the number of tickets they 
could have for the ceremony. 

"If we bad limited the seats at La Marque, it would 
have been six seats per student," Bardwell said. ''The stu:.. 
dents just need to get the number four out of.their heads." 

In order to fix this situation, the college needs a bigger 
See Due Page 11 

InterCOM editor, former editor win three TIPA awards 

lnterCOM Assistant Editor Elias de la Cerda Jr. and 
former Managing Editor Patricia Hill view their award 
winning newspapers. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

' 

By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland student publication, 
InterCOM, received three awards in the 1999 Texas Jn. 
tercollegiate Press Association competition. The awards 
were announced April 14 in Waco at Baylor University. 

lnterCOM Assistant Editor Elias de la Cerda Jr. won 
second place for designing his picture page featured in 
the November issue, while fonne)! Managing Editor 
Patricia Hill won two Honorable Mention awards for her 
page layouts of a sports page and an opinion page. 

"It came easy to me because it involved working with 
my two favorite things, photography and kids." de la Cerda 
said about the photos he took for his picture page. 

Hill also won for what she likes doing best. "Although 
I enjoy all aspects of working on the paper, I'm glad I 
w6n for layout because that is what I enjoy the most." 

Each December lnterCOM adviser Astrid H. Lowery, 

' 

• 
with the help of staff members, selects several news, fea-
ture and sports stories as well as cartoons;pictures, head
lines and layouts to enter in the Newspaper Division 3 
category of the TIPA contest. The entries are judged by 
professional journalists from daily newspapers with cir
culations of 40,000 to 50,000 subscribers. TIPA Execu
tive Director Jeff Henderson oversees the contest each 
year and ~lects the judges. 

Other Division 3 schools include Tarleton State Uni
versity, Stephenville; Kilgore College;Angelo State Uni
versity, San Angelo; Lee College, Baytown; University 
of Dallas; and University of Houston-Clear Lake. Divi
sion 3 schools have 3,000 to 7,499 credit students.At the 
time of entry COM had 3,200 credit students. 

The awards are nothing new to the lnterCOM staff who 
won nine awards in last year's competition, more awards 
than any other lnterCOM staff has ever received. 
InterCOM has won· 34 TIPA awards since Lowery began 
entering the paper in competition December 1987. 
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Editorials/News 

Tammy McGruder, TIiiie Henson, Venita Sheldon, Marla Rodriguez, Maria Olivo and Beverly Self gather as 
Henson draws names for door prizes during the first day of celebration of National Library Week at COM, 
which ran April 9-15. Weeklong activities Included games, banned book readings, free food and a perfor
mance by the COM Jazz Combo. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Why ban books when they are made into movies? 

If you happened to see the exhibits in the College of 
the Mainland Learning Resources Center Library for 
National Library Week April 9-15, you might have seen 
the table which had a display of the most frequently 
banned books by schools. If you looked at these books, 
as I did, yo~ saw that some of them were books that 
would be called classics. The banned books shown on a 
library table included The Adventures of Huckleberry 
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Finn, Moby Dick, Arabian Nights, A Wrinkle in Time and 
Of Mice and Men. 

Some of the books on the table I had never even heard 
of. But as I looked at the list of these books and why 
they were banned, I realized that many of the books have 
been made into movies. These include: Beloved, The Joy 
Luck Club, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, To Kill a 
Mockingbird and The Color Purple. 

Some of the reasons these books have been banned are 
that they include profanity, homosexuality or a conflict 
between family and community values. What I don't 
understand, however, is why these books are banned 
when many have been made into movies. Are those who 
ban books saying, "We can't let our children read the 
book, yet it's OK if they go home and see it on TV?" 
That doesn't make sense. Should Hollywood be allowed 
to make a controversial book into a movie that anyone 
can see when we can't read the book because it's been 
banned? 

Oprah Winfrey starred in Beloved and The Color 
Purple. Gregory Peck won an Oscar for his role as 
lawyer Atticus Finch in To Kill A Mockingbird. Another 
book that was banned is Our Bodies, Ourselves. It talks 
about women's bodies and it is I ike a medical encyclope
dia that explores what a woman goes through, starting 
with puberty and ending with menopause. Our Bodies 
also talks about sexually transmitted diseases and birth 
control. 

I don't know the specific reason Our Bodies was 
banned, but it would seem that talking about sex, 
condoms and other types of birth control as well as 
pregnancy would make some conservatives put it on the 
hit list. Is it wrong for women to educate themselves 
about their bodies? Is it wrong for women to find out if 
something is wrong? Shouldn't a woman_ be able to look · 
in a book and see what might be ailing her? 

That kind of censorship is wrong. 
Now granted, some of the books do talk graphically 

about certain issues and may not be suitable ior young 
children, but why ban the book at school when a movie 
about it-which does reasonably well at the box office
can be seen by children of the same young age? 

Why do we censor things so much in this country? 
Until we, as a nation, can get off our moral high horse, I 
see no reason why I am banned from readipg a book at 
school when I can go home and.see it on TV. Exactly 
what purpose does banning books serve? 

, 
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Elian's retrieval 
handled improperly 

Imagine being 6 years old and the center of one of the 
nation's biggest controversies. Imagine your mother 
drowning as you cling desperately to an inner tube, 
scared and alone, bobbing hopelessly in the Gulf of 
Mexico until finally some fishermen see you and pull 
you from the water. Imagine being united with family 
that you never knew you had, bonding with them and 
eventually growing to love them. 

Now imagine armed agents storming into your home, 
pointing guns in every direction, breaking down doors, 
pushing people away and coming straight at you to take 
you away. 

That is the story of Elian Gonzalez the 6-year-old 
Cuban who was rescued off the coast of Florida in 
November and has since been the topic of headlines. 

Three weeks ago Eli3.n was forcefully seized from the 
home of his Miami-based relatives, an action that has 
become one of the most controversial of recent times. 

Did Attorney General Janet Reno have to approve the 
armed siege? Was it necessary for an Immigration and 
Naturalization Service agent to point a loaded gun in the 
direction of the child to retrieve him? What effect has 
'this had on our nation? When Reno made her decision to 
allow armed troops into the Gonzalez home, did she stop 
to consider the long-term effects the raid could have on 
the children of America? 

The Associated Press has published one picture 
nationwide that shows an INS agent pointing the gun in 
the direction of Elian being held by one of the fishermen 
who pulleii him from the Gulf. The child looks truly 
terrified, his mouth open in a seeming cry of anguish, 
almost as if he realized that the men were there for him, 
to take him away from the place he bad grown to know 

. as his home, and the people he had grown to love. 
I'm not saying that the Gonzalez family was right in 

holding Elian beyond the date stated by the government 
for his return. I most certainly agree with Reno in her 
decision to return the child to his father. He is the father, 
and should have legal custody of his child. The problem 
I have is Reno's decision to use a SWAT team. 

With all the violence in the world today, how are the 
children of America ever going to learn that violence is 
not the answer to a problem when some of the nation's 
top decision makers are pennitting violent actions? 
Granted no shots were fired, but the fact that an entire 
platoon of agents was brought into the home really 
raised my curiosity. 

Did the Gonzalez family have many armed people in 
and around their house to justify the number of agents 
involved in the operation? 

I find it hypocritical that the same leaders who take 
such a forceful approach to a situation like this can also 
preach to the youth of America about how violence does 
not solve problems. How can the youth know violence 
isn't the solution if all that America's leaders do is shove 
violent actions down their throats? 

Humanities Team holds poetry reading 
By RACHEL DELANOIX 
Staff Reporter 

As English Professor Dr. Mark Sanders stood outside 
the Leaming Resources Center speaking, people in the 
audience began to close their eyes as they listened to him 
recite poetry. 

Professors, students and College of the Mainland staff 
who had gathered in the LRC breezeway this warm after
noon, became silent as they listened to the poetry of Wil
liam Shakespeare, e.e. cummings, Langston Hughes and 
others. 

Humanities Team professors, Kathye Bergin, Steven 
Nassar, Dr. Andrew Nelson and Sanders read selections 
of poetry, during College Hour, much of which was by 
Shakespeare in celebration of his birthday, April 26. 

Other poets read by the English professors included 
Gwendolyn Brooks, William Carlos Williams and Karl 
Shapiro, whom Sanders calls his "illegitimate grandfa
ther" because Shapiro is the teacher of two of Sanders' 
teachers. Shapiro's poem, "Lower the Standard, That's My 
Motto," is a satirical poem about ridiculously low stan
dards, and how he thinks people should place more value 
on themselves. 

Sanders also read a poem by William Trowbridge on 

the subject of King Kong. 
Spanish Professor Rafael Naranjo had some of his stu

dents read Spanish poems and translate the poetry to En
glish. "lnstantes" and "En Paz" were translated by 
Naranjo's students as a class project. Students Ashton 
Maddox, Jacqueline Martinez, Laura Wright and Adrian 
Flores took turns reading stanzas in Spanish and translat
ing them. 

Naranjo, also a Humanities Team professor, read "A 
Cristo Crucificado" (To Christ Crucified), an anonymous 
16th century mystical sonnet with Flores. Naranjo read 
in Spanish, Flores in English. 

Naranjo said that reading poetry in Spanish and En
glish demonstrates the power of words in both languages. 
He said he uses poetry in his Spanish classes as "authen
tic texts" for the students to taste the beauty and great
ness of Spanish literature. 

At the end of the event, Sanders drew names from a 
box and gave away books, such as The Canterbury Tales, 
the year 2000 volume of the Guinness Book of World 
Records and Shakespeare: A life. 

After the drawing two stacks of books were offered 
free to anyone who wanted them. Included were collec
tions of poetry, stories and copies of volumes one and 
two of Hurakan, COM's literary magazine. 
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Dr. Mark Sanders reads a poem to the crowd In the 
LRC breezeway. (Photo by Rachal Delanolx) 

Helping victims focus of final domestic violence workshop 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Staff Reporter 

"Helping Victims of Domestic Violence," the final semi
nar in a four-part domestic violence series, was presented 
April 27 in the College of the Mainland Learning Re
sources Center Auditorium, L-131. 

The Student Activities Board sponsored the series. 
---~'fl~r~e~s=eminar-began with-a video, ·~elping the Victims 

of Domestic Abuse," that focused on the proper action to 
take if you know or suspect someone is being abused. The 
video told the story of a woman whose sister died as the 
result of domestic violence. The woman read three letters 
written by her sister during the abuse. Professionals iden
tified hints the sister gave indicating abuse and the steps 
the woman should have taken to help her sist~r. 

The most important thing people can do is ask the vic
tim what they can do to help, according to one of the speak
ers in the video, Gail Rice of the Community Advocacy 
Safe Place in Austin. They should also refer the abused 
person to the local women's crisis center. 

Crisis centers offer peer and professional counseling as 

well as a place to stay for the women and children suffer
ing from domestic abuse. 

Janice Heckman, Senior Clinician at the Family Ser
vice Center of Galveston County, spoke about some of 
the services of the center. The center has offices in both 
Texas City and Galveston and offers individual and fam
ily assessment and referrals, marital and couples therapy 
for couples without violent relationships, trauma coun
seling, referral for batterers, medications, @d parenting
and child groups. 

Heckman also spoke about how abuse affects preverbal 
children under the age of 2 and children who witness the 
abuse but are not attacked themselves. The center works 
with children on ·a developmental level, not on an age 
level. 

Also on hand to speak was Linda Telfah, Client Ser
vices Program Coordinator for the Women's Resource & 
Crisis Center of Galveston County. She gave a brief his
tory of the WRCC and stated some facts about domestic 
abuse. 

Last year 116 women in Texas were killed by domestic 
violence; four of them were from Galveston County. 

OAAC President Kym Nolley and adviser Jeanette Slaughter hold a certificate of appr®latlon the organization 
received for donating $500 to the La Marque branch of the Boys and .Girls Club. The OAAC raised the money by 
hosting a rap concert held Jan. 15 at the La Marque High School Auditorium. (Photo by Elias de la Carda Jr.) 

• 

• 

• 

"The victim cannot stop the abuse," Telfah said and 
encouraged the group to become involved in educating 
victims on how to stay free and alive. 

The final speak.er was Assistant Professor Judy Glaister 
of the University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston 
School of Nursing. Glaister gave a presentation about sev
eral women who are healing from childhood sexual as
sault. 

Sheinterviewed.JA..w.omen ranging.in age from 25-64 
about their abuse as children and shared with the group 
the information she had gathered. 

The average age of the women when the abuse began 
was 5.8 years and included sexual, physical, emotional 
and spiritual assault. All of the women's abusers were in 
the family structure and the abuse lasted an average of 
6.8 years. 

One survivor who wished to remain anonymous closed 
the seminar by saying, "A part of healing still needs to 
balance things off other people. You can't do it by your
self." 

For more information or to get help, call 1 (800) 799-
SAFE. 

Due to complaints 
seats may be empty 
Continued from Page 1 ----------

place to hold graduation Bardwell said. 
This year 225 students are graduating and 20 GED stu

dents will receive their certificates. These numbers h~ve 
increased from last year's. 

However, only 85 studfnts had not picked up their 
graduation tickets as of Monday, May 7. "Now that there 
are so many people upset, the seats probably won't be 
filled," Bardwell said. 

"We are having an overflow room in the convention 
center that was unplanned." Bardwell said. "In this room, 
guests will be able to view the ceremony on monitors." 
An overflow room also was set up at La Marque last year, 
but it was virtually empty. 

According to Bardwell, moving the ceremony is just 
something new being tried. With La Marque High School 
revamping their auditorium and a new president coming 
to COM next year, the ceremony may be moved back or 
moved elsewhere. 

"I think that they should reconsider this next year be
cause I know several people who will not walk due to the 
lack of tickets for their guests," Douglas said. 

• 
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Students for Christ 
conduct Bible quiz 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Staff' Reporter 

Several College of the Mainland students tested their 
knowledge of the Bible as the Students for Christ spon
sored a Bible Quiz April 25 in the Student Center. 

The event consisted of 25 multiple choice questions and 
five true/false questions . 

Students for Christ member oa·na Ortega acted as host, 
reading each question aloud to the teams. The contestant 
who raised his hand the fastest was given an opportunity 
to answer the question and earn points for his team. 

The first place team, with a total of 11 points, consisted 
of LeChic Clay, Tiffany Rawls, Alkeisha Briscoe and 
Shirley Harrington. Second place went to team members 
Michael Sowell, Aundra Hawkins, Oeric Griffin and 
Mnette Slaughter. They finished with l O points. Coming 
in third with a total of six points were Michelle Glenn, 
Jeff Castellow, Chris Barkmann and Jean Anderson. 

Each contestant received a certificate for playing and a 
coupon for a free buffet and drink at CiCi's Pizza. 

Door prizes also were given by several area businesses, 
including The Hop, Outback Steakhouse, Olive Garden, 
Rosario's Pizza, Village Pizza and Seafood, and Busy Bee. 

TaShlba Bryant (right) and Dana Ortega (left) ask questions during the Students for Christ's 4th annual Bible 
Quiz, The emcees asked questions such as '"Who was Joseph's father, What are the highest ranking angels 
called and How many generations passed between Noah and Jesus?" COnteatants received certificates for 
playing and a free buffet from CICl's Pizza. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 

Students voice math, child care concerns at student forum 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

The Student Activities Board held a second spring Stu
dent Concerns Forum April 18 during College Hour. Deans 
James Templer, Pam Davenport and Dr. Henry Pope were 
on the forum panel. President Larry L. Stanley could not 
attend because he was out of town. 

COM student Carol Glicer informed the deans about 
her problems regarding the Math Team. "After failing 
math class, I hired a tutor and I feel that I have learned 
more in one hour of tutoring than during math classes," 
Glicer said. Other students commented that they felt that 
the math lab class.es are ineffective because the students 
are not being taught but rather try to teach themselves. 

Virginia Keeton, a COM student and mother of two, 
requested that the COM Child Development Lab be avail· 
able for night students and during the summer. Templer 

replied that summer child care is being considered, but 
the problem is that the lab is understaffed in the summer. 

Inquiries were made regarding the importance of class 
evaluations. Students wanted to know whether the evalu
ations made a difference in the way classes are handled. 
Templer said that the deans are developing a new assess
ment program to get feedback from students more effi
ciently and are developing a means to lratk the assess
ments. 

COM student Florence Newman suggested that random 
classes be observed by the deans or an assessment com
mittee, and that they should talk to students to get feed· 
back regarding their class experiences. Templer replied 
that there are too many classes and not enough people to 
be able to attend and evaluate the hundreds of classes at 
COM. 

Newman also asked why there was no administrative 
representation at this year's Phi Theta Kappa induction. 

Pope stated that he and Stanley were both out of town 
and that it was the first one he had missed in many years. 
Templer and Davenport responded that there was a -lack 
of communication between the deans, and that they both 
had busy schedules. 

Mike Fields asked why the COM web site is not up
dated and has empty links. Fields said the site is very im
portant to the college in terms of recruiting and publicity. 
"Without an updated web site, the college is overlooked," 
Fields said. Templer said that although there is no posi
tion at COM that is in charge of working on the site, an 
individual at the college is in charge of updating it. He 
said he would look into the situation. 

SAB sponsor Maryann Urick surveyed the audience for 
a new, more intimate location for forums, so that students 
can feel more comfortable voicing their ooncems and th.at 
comments can more easily be heard without the echoes. 
Forums currently are held in the Student Center. 

SAB hosts workshops, organizes parties, serves COMm.unity 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistanl Edilor 

On any given day College of the Mainland students can 
see their tuition dollars at work in the form of activities 
and events organized by the Student Activities Board. 

Currently the student organization is made up of nine 
students who dedicate their time to provide various ac
tivities to COM students under the direction of Maryann 
Urick. 

Urick, Recreational Programs and Student Activities 
coordinator, is the SAB adviser. She has been a part of 
the SAB for more ihan 20 years; she also coordinates rec
reational programs on and off campus. 

The SAB meets on Tuesdays during College Hour to 
discuss and plan events, and to coordinate all actions on 
activities, such as blood drives, outdoors activities, stu
dent parties, Student Concerns Forums, and serving soft 
drinks and snacks to night students. 

"We normally have seven to 12 students {SAB volun
teers) who are willing to work so that other students can 
have fun, and hopefully it is fun for them also," Urick 
said. 

SAB president, Jeremy Robinson, is in his first year of 
general studies at COM and plans to pursue a career in 

,, 

political science. 
"We try to spend the money the best way we can," 

Robinson said. 
Robinson, origin;lily from Dickinson and the second of 

seven children, was homeschooled. "I turned out fine," 
he said. "I have a super mom." 

Robinson has applied to the U.S. Air Force Academy 
in Colorado Springs, Colo. He has received a congres
sional nomination from U.S. Rep. Nick Lampson, D-Beau
mont. 

Fabian Sifuentes was SAB president for two semesters 
and has been a member for two years. He now is presi· 
dent of the Sigma Delta chapter_ of the Phi Theta Kappa 
honor society al COM. 

Sifuentes seeks to be a chemistry professor. "I want to 
give something back," be said. 

SAB treasurer, Monie Ervin, is in her second year at 
COM and is studying accounting; she has been with the 
SAB for two semesters. "I enjoy being a part of the SAB 
because it is fun, and I like the idea of meeting new 
people." Ervin's loDg-tenn plans are to own her own busi
ness. 

SAB secretary,Ardith Shea, is a U.S. Navy 20-year vet
eran. She is in her sophomore year at COM taking elec- 1 

tronics and Auto-CAD. Nonnally she can be found in the 

• 

• 

Technical/Vocational Building working in the electronics 
lab or tutoring students in electronics or math. She plans 
to seek a career in biochemical electronics 

SAB parliamentarian. Joyce Johnson, is taking part in 
the academic coope.rativci class, CHEM 2389, which is 
involved with NASA's Reduced Gravity Program. As pan 
of the ground crew she h_as been gathering and tabulating 
scientific data on the zero gravity experiments. 

SAB member Naomi Grimaldo is in her second year at 
COM and also is a member of the lnterCOM staff. She 
wants to major in social work. 

Wendell Ferguson is one· of the newest members of the 
SAB. He is a member of the Student Government and is a 
math tutor. 

Student volunteers keep a log of the time spent on SAB 
activities. The time counts toward scholarships. Sifuentes 
has received five scholarships totaling about $600 since 
bis involvement with the SAB. 

Most recently the SAB sponsored the Cinco de Mayo/ 
end of the semester party and a four-part domestic vio
lence workshop as well as one on bipolar disorder. 

"We are seeking suggestions on programs, activities, 
topics speakers" Urick said. The SAB is always looking 
for new members. For more information contact Urick at 
(409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 
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Graduation set at Doyle Center May 12 
By RYAN JAKEWAY 
Staff Reporter 

It's graduation time again and anyone. can turn on the 
television to watch. The College of the Mainland gradua
tion is set for Friday, May 12, in the Charles .T. Doyle 
Convention Center in Texas City at 7:30 p.ni. The pro
gram will be broadcast live on the Texas City community 
access televi£ion channel, Cable Channel 64. 

All ticket-holding guests must be seated by 7: 15. Then 

standby guests will be seated, Tickets have been limited 
to four per graduate. 

The guest speaker for the ceremony is President Larry 
L. Stanley who plans to retire in August. 

The COM Brass Guild directed by Sparky Koerner will 
play prelude music as well a~ processional and recessional 
music for graduates and faculty. The COM Singers di
rected by James Heffel will sing two pieces. 

After the graduation ceremony a reception wm be held 
in the lobby of the Convention Center. 

COM's first employee commemorated 
BY JENNIFER WEST 
Staff Reporter 

Jack McConnell, along with the College of the Main
land Foundation, set up an endowed scholarship to com
memorate his wife June McConnell, COM's first em
ployee. McConnell died last September. 

McConnell started at COM in 1967 and retired in 1974. 
During her first year at COM, she watched the campus 
grow and the staff increase to 40; she also saw the first 
president hired. 

McConnell started out as an ass.istant director of ad· 
missions, then went on to become COM's first regisirar. 

In 1974, a month before she retired, June McConnell 
told the Galveston Daily News, "l consider myself very 

fortunate, for I was able to realize my lifetime ambition 
to be a part of the development of a new college." 

The first McConnell scholarship will be awarded in 
May for the fall semester at $1,000 per academic year. 
The scholarship is available to full-time students who are 
pursuing an education degree. 

As Paul Teague, a member of the first COM Board of 
Trustees, said in an article in the Galveston Daily News 
in 1974: "June McConnell has contributed more to the 
founding of College of the Mainland than most people 
will ever know. She will be missed." 

For more information contact Mary Ann Amelang, 
• Foundation director or Micah Duckett, Development as

sistant, at (409) 938-1211 or I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 557 
or Ext. 508 respectively. 

Outdoor activities open to athletes 
By RYAN JAKEWAY 
St.air Reporter 

If you like the outdoors you may be interested in a ca
noe trip down tl>e Medina River. 

This three day weekend trip starts at 6 p.m. May 12 and 
ends at 10 p.m. May 14. Cost is $53 per person which 
includes transportation, camping fees and Saturday night's 
meal. An additional $5 per person for canoes must be paid 
at time of departure. This trip is for experienced 
whitewater canoeists only. 

• 

The Crisio HOlline i• avaib!bl• 24 llours a_ day, 
seven days a w,,ok-, 365 days• year. Calls are 11<1<, 
anonymous and confidential. Anyone needing help 
may caU the bedim ai (281) 461-9992. 
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The Medina River has many twi.sting, whitewater 
chutes, small falls, overhanging limbs, rocks and cypress 
stands in the river. Participants will canoe the section be
tween Medina and Bandera and will have a base camp 
for both nights. If the water is too low on the Medina 
River an alternate river will be chosen. 

If you like to swim, run and ride a bike',.consecutively, 
you may want to sign up for the combat mini-triathlon 
sponsored by College of the. Mainland and.Bay Area 
Triathletes. 

A mini-triathlon consisting of a 300 yard swim, 15 mile 
bike ride and a three mile run will take place at COM 
Saturday, May 27, at 7:30 a.m. The cost is $32 person 
and $50 for a relay team. Sign up early for space is Jim· 
ited. 

For more information contact Maryann Urick, Recre
ational Programs and Student Activities coordinator at 
(409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859 Ext. 418. 

' 
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Summer registration 
runs through July 6 
By CHRISTINE M. LEVIGE 
Staff Reporter 

The spring semester is winding down and with summer 
classes about to begin, College of the Mainland will soon 
be seeing (lew faces. 

Summer registration will be held Thursday. May 25, 
from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. in the Gym. Telephone. registration 
for Summer I began April 10 and ends May 30, the same 
day classes begin. Late registration will be May 30 in the 
Administration Building lobby. 

Students who plan to take classes in both summer ses
sions may register for Summer II when they register for 
Summer I. Telephone re:gisiration for Summer II runs 
through July 6. Summer II classes begin July 10, and late 
registration will be the same day in the Administration 
Building lobby. · 

"Continuous telephone registration for the fall semes
ter begins June 5 until the registration process comes to 
'an end," said technical education Professor Larry Griffith. 
who has been instrumental in streamlining the registra
tion process. 

Griffith, who was just elected Faculty Council presi· 
dent, pushed to convert all-over campus registration to 
one location. Using the Gym for the spring semester reg
istration was a success according to students, faculty and 
staff because tht: process was shorter and simpler. 

Griffith urges students "to take care of holds (such as 
book fines, financial aid o~vgations, etc.) before starting 
the registration process." Students may run into problems, 
which can delay the prdt:ess, if holds.aren't taken care of 
beforehand. 

The Student Activities Board will again furnish drinks: 
and the COM Child Development Lab will provide child 
care while parents register. Children will play games and 
have snacks such as lemonade and vanilla wafers. 

The first step for students who have been admitted to 
COM is to input their social security numbers in the a;;m
puters that are set up in front of the desk in the Gym lobby. 

Next, students pick up their 315 forms, which are unof
ficial transcripts. Then proceed to their program areas 
where faculty members will check the availability of the 
classes students want. 

After their 315 forms are filled out, students take them 
to another set of computers where their courses will be: 
entered. The next step is fee payment. There students ei
ther pay for classes or make arrangements to pay later 
and pick up their class schedules. Payments may be made 
by cash, check or credit card. 

The last stop for students is the photo JO. 
"We are urging everyone to get their lD rig'ht after fee 

payment because the ID is used for the library, Innova
tions lab (TechnicaVVocational Building) and Gym facili
ties, all of which are free to credit students," Griffith said. 
Students pay for those services with part of their student 
activities fees. 

All parts of registration will take place within the Gym. 
"We're hoping to process students in roughly 15 min-

utes, " Griffith said. ,. 
" We want to offer a sys1em wfi,ere a person can be pro

cessed in as little time as possible." 
Griffith added, "We're shooting for Internet registra

tion possibly in the fall but most likely in the spring." 
For more infonnation call the Vice President/Dean of 

Student Affairs Pam Davenport at (409) 938-1211 or 1 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 565. 
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The College of the Mainland Bookstore will 
be buying back used textbooks May 8-12 and 
May 15-19. The bookstore will buy back all 

/ 
books except for workbooks, some paperback 

. 
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books and books not being used next year. 
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Librarian to retire 
after 24 years at COM 
ByMICHAELNAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

Robert Rodriguez, the College of the Mainland Library 
cataloger, will retire in June after 24 years at the college. 

Rodriguez grew up in a barrio on the West Side of San 
Antonio. He began working at a convenience store to help 
his parents when he was in the eighth grade. This job lasted 
him all through high school. 

He attended San Antonio Junior College and t~en St. 
Mary's University in Saii Antonio where he received his 
master's oflibrary science in !969. Soon after, Rodriguez 
moved to Hot1ston where he btgan working for the Uni
versity of Houston-Clear Lake. There he had the oppor
tunity to help set up the library. Earlier he also had helped 
to set up the library at the University of Texas at San An
tonio. 

In 1976 Rodriguez joined the COM library staff where 
he helped automate the library by converting the catalog 
records to machine•readable form. He also used.his know!· 
edge of database programming to update and modify Ii· 
brary records and produce reports. This saved the library 
money because it no longer was necessary to purchase 
these orders from the software company. 

Not only has Rodriguez had an influence on the library, 
he also has taken part in COM clubs and community ac
tivities. 

Rodriguez sponsored the COM Amigos i.n the late '70s 
and early '80s. "This was a very gratifying experience 
for me since it allowed me to interact with many students." 
The Amigos once sponsored a voter registration service 

Robert Rodriguez the COM Library cataloger maintains records In the computer wlllla Raleranca Ubrarlan Kathryn 
_Park looks on. Rodriguez will retire in June after 24 years at the college. Rodriguez Is a·member of HOLA and 
was an adviser to the COM Amigos. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

for the community. 
Rodriguez along with former COM staff member Bob 

Handy helped organize the Cinco de Mayo Association 
in 1983 which included volunteers from the community. 
The association sponsored cultural exchanges with the 
Mexican states of Culiacan and Nuevo Le6n. These ex· 
changes included bringing a children's orchestra, a drama 
troupe, a choir and folkloric d'ance groups to the area. 

One year the association arranged for a Mexican· frig-

ate from Vera Cruz to visit the Texas City Port. 
Both Rodriguez and his wife Gloria are retiring this 

year. Gloria is retiring after JO years working for the 
Boeing Corporation. They plan to do some traveling. par
ticularly back home to San Antonio._ Rodriguez also is 
interested in making investments through the COM In
vestors Group. 

"I will miss interacting with the students and co-work
ers. This has been a good place to work." 

Amigos, SAB celebrate Cinco de Mayo, end of semester 
By CHRISTINE M, LEVIGE 
Staff Reporter 

With the semester coming to an end at College of the 
Mainland, the COM Amigos and the Student Activities 
Board offered a party to celebrate both Cinco de Mayo 
and the end of the semester. 

Los Bohemias played live, authentic Mexican mqsic 
while students, faculty and staff waited in line for tacos, 
tamales and drinks provided by Fruit Works. 

Spanish Professor Rafael Naranjo began the party by 
introducing President Larry L. Stanley, who gave a brief 
and enthusiastic farewell to· students, faculty and staff. 

Then history Prof~r Dr. Manuel Urbina gave a brief, 
historical lesson on Cinco de Mayo. 

SAB hosted two games: the raw jalapeiio eating con
test and the grito (cry of passion) contest. Jalapefio con
testants Antonio Aguirre, Kelley Burkes, Eric James, 
Michael Navarro, Steven Rodriguez and Ardith Shea were 
required to sign a release form to participate. 

Navarro quit after eating one jalapefio and Aguirre af. 
ter two. Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs and Stu· 
·dent Activities coordinator, stopped the contest after the 
remaining four contestants had eaten three whole raw 
jalapefios for fear that in the spirit of competition some
one could become ill from eating too many. At that point, 

Urick declared all the remaining.contestants winners and 
drew numbers to decide who would be awarded first 
place. First place wen't to Rodriguez who received $10, a 
roll of toilet paper, a jar of hot salsa an<! a Fruit Works T· 
shirt. Second place went to James, third place to Shea 
and fourth to Burkes (second, third and fourth places won 
$5, toilet paper, hot salsa and a Fruit Works T-shirt). 

· First place in the grito contest went to Donna 
Hrachovina who received $10 and a Intramural Champ 
T-sh.irt; second place went to Brian Sledge who won,$5. 

After all that fun there was still a pifiata to break. After 
several tries COM groundsman Darryl Spencer broke the 
piiiata after first breaking the stick. 

Associate Dean Shippy models motivation, leadership 

James-Shippy has been associate dean of student 
services since 1993. (Photo by Elias de la Ce«la Jr.) 

By CHRISTINE M. LEVIGE 
Staff Reporter 

As he walks across the College of the Mainland cam· 
pus to attend a meeting or present one of his mind-chal· 
lenging, inspiring workshops, James Shippy, associate 
dean of Student Services, is always smiling and speaking 
with students about their classes and everyday lives. 

Shippy, whose office is located upstairs in the Student 
Center in Counseling and Testing, received a bachelor ·s 
degree in history and a master's degree in student person
nel services from Tuskegee University in Alabama. 

Before coming to COM in September 1993, Shippy was 
a counselor for a year at San Jacinto College Central, an<I 
prior to that he was the director of Studellt Activities at 
St. Philip's College in San Antonio for seven years. He 
also taught some courses at both colleges. 

Shippy belongs to several professional organizations 
and has presented numerous workshops on motivation and 
student leaderships at various professiOnal and student 
conferences. His specialty is facilitating Workshops on 
attitude and self-esteem. 

I 

At COM Shippy serves as a financial aid adviser, as
sisting students,_ who are either on financial aid proba
tion or suspension, with their educational and career goals. 
No matter how bad a situation is, Shippy seems to know 
how to tum it. around and make it a positive one. 

After coming to COM Shippy reestablished Student 
Government; he has been the adviser for six years. He 
teaches students that to be successful leaders tb_ey "should 
be considerate and be able to adapt to others' ideas." 

Shippy says, .. Students are the most important people 
in the college environment," adding that he ''would not 
have a job if it were not for students seeking higher edu
cation." 

Shippy, who was featured in the Texas City Sun lll Feb
ruary as one of the top leaders in the communit:f, has an 
open door policy for students, faculty and staff at all times. 

He has received numerous honors and awards such as 
the Junior College Student Personnel of Texas Outstand
ing Service and Contributions to Student Development 
and Community Colleges in Texas service award. 

Shippy is married to Dr. Bernadine Duncan-Shippy; 
they have three sons and a daughter .. 

' 
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COM students displayed their work in the COM Art Gallery during the Student Art Festival hetd April 13. A stu
dent art sale, and reception were part of the festivities. The one-day sale raised $2,200 with the money being split 
between the COM Art Association (for scholarships) and the artists. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Professor recommends redesigns 
Continued from Page 10 ---------
effects of zero gravity on the sinuses since the Apollo era. 

Two students from each team flew on the KC-135Aon 
two different days, while a faculty adviser remained on 
the ground where the ground crew watched a live video 
feed of the e,cperiments in progress. The adviser was able 
to q,mmunicate with the students in flight via a radio link. 

Hangar 990 at EUington Field in the Clear Lake area 
buzzed with students and advisers setting up their experi
ments and preparing to meet the KC-135A staff April 13. 

Burke Fort, Special Programs director of the Texas 
Space Grant Consortium, opened the ceremonies. "Wel
come to the program. What we are going to give you here 
is going to feel like drinking from a fire hose," be Said, 
"but it is for reasons that you will appreciate i.n the next 
few days here working on the program." 

Fort introduced NASA's Johnson Space Center Univer
sity Affairs Officer Dr. Donn G. Sickorez. "It is an excit· 
ing time h~re for us. We are launching STS-101 (shuttle 
Atlantis mission) which will be linking up with the Inter· 
national Space Station," Sickorez said. ''The purpose of 
this program is to share that excitement with the Texas 
community colleges." 

At a press coriference later that day Sickorez said, '"'The 
main purpose of testing in micro gravity is education, and 
to get stµdents interested in science. He added, "The price 
of admission is an experiment." 

The learns received safety briefings which included 
picking up trash around the hangar. "Foreign object dam
age can be costly if it goes into a jet engine," said Lead 
KC-135 Test Director John S. Yaniec. 

After the ceremony the college teams prepared their 
experiments in the hangar for the KC-13SA staff to con
duct a test readiness review. 

The Central Texas College team was the first to be in
spected. When the NASA experts were done. the team 
had to tear down and reconfigure it all again. This set the 
mood for the rest of the teams, who were now nervous 
about meCtin5 the standards. 

The NASA experts scrutinized everything from the func
tionality of the experiment to safety considerations. 

Soon the students and faculty learned why duct tape 
went from being l 00-mph tape to 1,000-mph tape. 

The college teams were put through pre-flight briefings, 
debriefings, evaluations, load and o~·load briefings, tool 
and equipment inventories, as well as having flight mani
fests checked and rechecked. 

Just when they thought they had it all ready, changes 
were made to schedules. "Jt is the nature of the beast," Dr. 
Johnson said. "You have to adapt to change and go with 
the changes." He never passed up an opportunity to lee· 

• 

• 

lure to the students on physics or to motivate them to 
maintain a positive attitude. The students seemed tired, 
yet they never lost their enthusiasm. . 

Another factor that contributed to the success of t)le 
missions was the caring and positive attitude of the KC-
13SA staff. "My most rewarding challenge is making a 
perfect parabola and to keep the mission going," said 
Stephanie Wells, KC· l35Aflight commander. Wells is a 
Desert Storm Air Force veteran. 

Back on terra firma, the COM students burned the mid
night oil crunching numbers, analyzing data obtained from 
the experiments. Their work may be the basis of research 
papers and may some day benefit space exploration. 

Of the droplet experiment .during the KC-!35A flight 
some 28,000 feet over the Gulf of Mexico, Daniel Catina 
said, "They seem to perform as we expected; it was an 
exciting experience; I can't describe it." 

As part of the commitment to get accepted into the pro
gram, colleges must agree to do outreach. Carol Voight 
of Johnson's group will be going to Blocker Middle 
School in Texas City to do a presentation on the reduced 
gravity program. 

NASA media support provides the colleges with video 
tapes and still shots ( on the w~b) of classroom training 
sessions, altitude chamber runs, test readiness reviews and 
dedicat~d coverage Of four experiments per flight. 

During the weeks of preparation and the actual flights, 
Johnson and Kish-Molina developed a strong esprit de 
corps among their students; all seemed motivated by a 
strong hunger for science and a passion for exploration. 

Johnson concluded that the curreilt systems are incon .. 
sistent in dosage delivery. "I would recommend that 
NASA redesign the delivery systems to include a meter
ing system such as a pump system that would deliver a 
droplet rather than an aerosol." 

The college teams pay for all their equipment and travel 
expenses. "We have received excellent support frotn. the 
COM administration" Kish-Molina said, "They even paid 
for our T·shirts." 

According to Sickorez, flying and staffing the KC· 135A 
costs NASA aboul $200,000 per two week compaign. 

The college teams were given a behind-lhe-scenes tour 
of JSC which included: The original Mission Control, the 
X·38 Crew Return Vehicle: Space Lab components and 
other actual working areas. 

See related front page story in the March/April issue of 
InterCOM, "COM students aim for the stars." 

To view a · NASA photo gallery go to: 
<WWW.zerog.jsc.nasa.gov>. 

For more information about the program go to 
<WWW.tsgc.utexas.edu/floatn> . 

• 
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Disney, Time Warner 
dispute broadcast rights 
By JENNIFER WEST 
Staff Reporter 

Tune Warner and Disney are locked in a heated clash 
over cable prices which resulted in the temporary loss of 
ABC Channel 13, one of the "Big Four" cable networks 
including NBC, CBS and Fox, the first week of May. The 
loss may become permanent. 

What does this mean to the estimated 3.5 million view
ers it will affect? No more Drew Carey, Who Wants to Be 
a Millionaire, Dharma & Greg, Whose lilw Is It Anyway, 
NYPD Blue, All My Children and One Life· to Live just 
for starters. 

The federal government has been called on to settle the 
dispute between tjJ.e two companies. Disney wants to raise 
the price of carrying Channel 13, butTLDle Warner is fight
ing the price increase which affects all of lime Warner's 
viewing audience. 

A truce was reached by the two companies in April to 
keep ABC on until May 24, but on May 1, Time Warne-" 
took it off the air after the two companies could not come 
to a temporary agreement on the issue. 

Cities most affected by the_ dispute including Houston 
are New York and Raleigh-Durham, N.C. Other cities af
fected on a smaller level are Los Angeles; Philadelphia; 
'Toledo, Ohio; and Fresno, Calif. 

Time Warner is offering antenna kits to viewers who 
would like to continue to receive ABC off the air; or view
ers can unhook their cable and watch broadcast TV only; 
or they can go to an electronic store and buy a converter 
switch and antenna. 

Another optioit, is to get rid of cable and switch to· a 
satellite system. Several satellite companies are offering 
different packages with various rates. 

Or viewers simply can do nothing and wait for the com- -
panics to come to a decision. 

"All this is two greedy corporations figii.ting over mil
lions of dollars at the expense of the consumer," said Larry 
Smith, history professor at College of the Mainland. "We 
need to find a way to get more public control over these 
corporations ... 

COM economics Professor Bob Young said: "The pur
pose of the media is to gather a group of people to sell 
products to generate revenue from advertisers who want 
to see their product sold. The fight between Time Warner 
and Disney is who will gain the most revenue and have 
the biggest share of the audience." · 

According to an online·Associated Press release dated 
May~ the dispute between Time Warner and Disney will 
cost customers an estimated $300 million. 

Both Smith and Young agree on one thing: No matter 
which corporate giant wins, the consumer is ultimately , 
the loser in this battle. 

New government class 
to be offered in Fall 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Mall"l!lq Editor 

The College of the Mainland Social and Behavioral Sci
ences Team will offer a new course in the fall semester. 
GOVf 2304, Introduction to Political Science, will be 
taught by Dr. David Smith. 

The class will study Aristotle's Politics, John Stuart 
Mill's On Liberty, and Karl Marx and Friedrich Engles' 
The Communist Manifesto. 

"We will enmine these writers' views On the nature 
and purpose of the state, different forms of government, 
social classes and class struggles, equality and democ
racy, and the relationship between the individual and so
ciety," Smith said. "Students who tMce this class will defi. 
nitely have a better understanding of conservative, lib· 
eral and radical perspectives on society and politics." 

For more information, contact Smith at (409) 938-1211 
or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 217. 
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COM volleyball pleyora (front from left) Unda Lopez, Ben Williams, Michael Ivey, Maria Nguyen, (back from left) 
Teshawna Helmen, Jeremy Robinson, Brian Berg, Andrew Zangoullla and Marlo Martinez partielpated In the 
GCIC Sports Day volleyball tournament at Stuart Beach on April 13. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM contends in V-ball, Golf Sports Day 
By RYAN JAKEWAY 
Slaff Reporter 

Yes, folks, another Sports Day at the beach has come 
and gone. 

This time the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference 
BeacbVolleyball and Golf Sports Day was held in 
Galveston and consisted of three events. College of the 
Mainland students participated in competitive volleyball, 
recreational volleyball and golf on April 13. 

Both the competitive and recreational volleyball were 
held at Stuart Beach on a windy. overcast day. Students 

participating in competitive volleyball were Teshawna 
Helmen, Ben Williams, Mario Martinez, Michael Ivey and 
Linda Lopez, while the remaining students, Jeremy 
Robinson, Bryan Berg, Andrew Zangoullis and Maria 
Nguyen, participated in recreational vol1eyball . 

Meanwhile at the Galveston Municipal Golf Course 
Ryan Jakeway, Matt Klingenberg and Norman Miller tried 
their hardest to bring in a good round of golf without tear
ing up the golf course. Unfortunately, the weather did not 
help their cause on a course as tough as Galveston's. 
Winds seemed to blow from everywhere causing many 
balls to go off course and into the water. 

Students compete in football tournament 
By RYAN JAKEWAY 
Slaff Reporter 

Three teams collided for a flag football tournament at 
the College of the Mainland football field beside the ten
nis courts April 17 at 3:30 p.m. The three teams played in 
a round robin bracket. The first place team received COM 
recreational T-shirts. 

The first matchup was between the red-flagged team of 
captain Eric James, Aundra Hawkins, Leonard Epps, 
Kevin Lee, Dedrick Epps and Mike Sowell, and the yel
low-flagged lnterCOM staff consisting of team captain 
Ryan Jakeway, Michelle Fichera, J_fnnifer West, Chris
tine Levige, Michael Navarro and Chris Barkmann. 

The game consisted of two 15 minute halves and a two

minute half time. 
The lnterCOM staff received the first kickoff and made 

the first score of the game. The red-flaggi;d team scored 
on the next three possessions putting the InterCOM staff 

in a 3-1 bole. After the red-flag's third score, the lnterCOM 
staff ran back the kickoff with.some nice blocking to guide 
the way, bringing the score closer at 3-2. 

After a small water break at half time both teams took 
the field for the second half. Once again it was the red
flag's game with them scoring three straight times to win 
6-2. Since the red-flagged team won the first game, they 
had the option to sit out the second game. 

In the second game the InterCOM staff had to play the 
new red-flagged team consisting of captain Maria Nguyen, 
Jeremy Robinson, Jon Pryor, Michael Ivey, Danielle Ayala 
and Bryon Brooks. Once again the red-flagged team 
ousted the InterCOM staff 6-2. 

In the third and final game, James ' team outlasted 
Nguyen's team 7-4 giving them two victories and the cov
eted COM recreation T-shirts. 

After the tournament all team members were exhausted 
and couldn't wait to get to the water bucket on one of the 
hottest days or spring. 

Home field not to 
Astros' advantage 

Ryaa 
Jakeway 

Another summer is upon us, bringing about another 
baseball season. For Astros fans this season will be very 
different from the ones in the past. 

On April 7, the Astros played their home opener 
outdoors for the first time since 1967 when they played 
in Colt Stadium and were known as the Colt 45s. In 
1968 the Astrodome opened ending the final days Astros 
fans could look up at the sky during a game. Finally, the 
day is back when fans can enjoy the great Houston sky 
during a game. However, due to the hot and humid 
weather down here, the roof will not always be open 
thanks to baseball's first retractable roof. 

Although looking up at the sky during a game can be 
nice, an open park can cause problems for not only the 
fans but also for the players. As most people know, 
during the summer, Houston is unbelievably hot and 
humid creating ideal conditions for mosquitoes. After 
the Astros first homestand against the Philadelphia 
Phillies, fans along with players complained about the 
mosquito Problem, a problem that won't get really bad 
until summer starts. · 

Another problem with the new ball park is the number 
of homeruns that will be hit by both teams. 

The left field line has been dramatically shortened by 
what they call "the porch." This section of stands goes 
into the field making it easier to hit homeruns to that 
side of the field°. Even though this section was mainly 
put there for the Astros' first baseman Jeff Bagwell, 
many other teams ha".e taken advantage of the ballpark. 

Enron Field, although a great new ballpark, has been 
compared tO Coors Field in Colorado where the mile
high air lets baseballs travel farther. 

On April 25, Shane Reynolds became the first starting 
pitcher this year to win at Enron Field. The Astros 
pitchers have given up 24 home runs, including 12 at 
home. Most of those have been to the left where the 
fence is a measly 315 feet away. "We call it Home Rlln 
Field, not Enron Field," says Astros second starting 
pitcher Jose Lima in a Houston Chronicle article. 

Here are some statistics on Enron Field from opening 
day to April 28: 58 earned runs have been allowed by 
Astros pitchers, 46 homeruns have been hit at Enron 
with 23 being hit by Astros. Also the Astros are giving 
up an average of7.75 runs a game giving them a 3-9 
record at Enron so far. 

On April 27, five homeruns were allowed by Lima 
( club record), and he also tied the major league record 
by allowing four homeruns in the first inning. Lima also 
allowed 12 runs in the game, the most ever by one 
Astros pitcher in a single game. 

After the season Enron field could be more like a 
pinball machine than a ballpark because of the high 
scores both teams will ring up. 

COM microbiology professor challenged to test MIR device 

• 

Continued rrom Page 1 -----------
'Iwo teams from College of the Mainland had an dp

portunity to conduct experiments in NASA's Reduced 
Gravity Program aboard the KC-135A, "Weightless Won
der," April 13 through 21. 

One team, under the direction of COM microbiology 
Professor Marilyn Kish-Molina, sought to do an experi
ment on the comparison of the Russian MIR and Proposed 
International Space Station Resistive Exercise Devices. 

During space flight, the Jack of gravity and the lack or 
stress on the bones causes astronauts to lose 1 to 2 per
cent bo'oe mineral density in the femur (leg) per month in 

flight. 
As a countermeasure to the effects of zero gravity, Re

sistive Exercise has been used on MIR for the last 25 years. 
Kish-Molina 's group was given the chalJenge to test 

the exercise device for two parameters: range of motion 
allowed by the expander, and force provided by the de-

vice aboard the KC-135A, a·modified version of a Boeing 
707 which achieves weightlessness by flying carefully 
choreographed maneuvers (parabolas). 

The other group, under the direction of COM chemis
try professor, Dr. Gregory Johnson, was given the task of 
evaluating pharmaceutical aerosol preparations and eye 
droppers in zero gravity. 

Aerosol preparations have been used to counteract the · 
See Professor Page 9 
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ABE Associate Dean Evans to retire from college in August 

Associate dean of ABE Sandra J. Evans will retire In 
August after 17 years at COM. She first taught as a 
writing Instructor. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

By EUAS DI! IA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

Change is inevitable. One change that is imminent here 
at College of the Mainland is the parting of valuable staff 
and faculty members due to retirement. 

COM Associate Dean of Adult Basic Education Sandra 
J. Evans will retire in August after 17 years at COM 

Evans came to work at COM in 1983 as a writing in
structor, but she also taught reading. In 1989 she helped 
implement the TASP at COM. "You have to be flexible 
with ongoing changes cre.ated bf the Texas Education 
Agency," Evans said. 

Before coming to COM she taught English and jour
nalism in the Clear Creek Independent School District, 
and supervised graduate and undergraduate student teach
ers in reading methods at the University of Houston-Clear 
Lake. In 1993 she became the director of Adult Basic 
Education at COM. At that time she had no knowledge of 
how to write grants, but she picked it up as ABE director. 

She was instrumental in getting a $1,000 grant from 
the Galveston Daily News for family literacy. "( learned 
everything by fire," Evans said. 

"People are important to Sandra," said Kathy Blundell, 
COM assessment registration coord.inator. "I have never 
worked with anyone in authority who treats you like. an 

equal." Blundell has worked with COM developmental 
programs for 18 months. 

"She is disciplined and is concerned about the students," 
said Frank Barbuto, an ABE program assistant. 

When Evans retires she will be looking into becoming 
involved with some at-risk programs in the community. 
"With my knowledge of at-risk programs I want to con
tinue doing it on a part-time basis." She also plans to re
lax and do things with her family. 

Everyone on staff with Evans seems to appreciate her 
as a person and as a leader. "Sandra is wonderful; she 
does not talk down to people," said Cindy ·Jordan, pro
gram assistant for Developmental Programs. "She does a 
lot for the college." 

Evans likes to sew. "I would like to finish a dress thlll: I 
started three years ago. My husband has been retired for 
two years, I want 10 inspire him to do something," she 
said with a soft voice and that wann smile that never seems 
to leave her. 

When asked what she found most rewarding since work
ing at COM, Evans said, " I always like to see students 
grow and still do." 

Evans said she will take time to relax and enjoy her 
family. "I want to do some fishing," she said, and then 
she talked again about getting involved with at-risk ybuth 
and family programs. 

Cinco de Mayo celebrates Mexican victory over French 
By Dr. MANUEL URBINA 
Guest Commentator 

The significance of the Mexican Victory over the French 
troops of Napoleon lIT in the Battle of Cinco de Mayo 
foug~t at the Loreto Fort in Puebla, Mexico, on May 5, 
1862, is to this day, a symbol of Mexico 's struggle against 
foreign intervention problems as well as a reaffirmation 
of the desire of all people to control their destiny. 

Preceding the French intervention of 1862, Mexico had 
suffered a prior intervention by France in 1839 to collect 
by force some debts owed by Mexico to individual Fre°:ch 

· citizens. She also had suffered the loss of over half of its 
territory to the United States as a result of the Mexican 
War, 1846-1848 {knpwn in Mexico as the "NOrth Ameri
can Invasion"), inte'l'reted by Mexico as the intervention 
of a foreign power into a matter of purely domestic dis
cord, i.e., the_ secession of Mexican Texas from the Mexi
can Union and Mexico's subsequent attempt to bring Texas 

back into the Union. 
The French intervention or 1862 represented: 1. an at· 

tempt by France to collect the interest owed by Mexico 
on its foreign debt to France, Spain and England (Ini
tially it started out as an invasion by these three Euro
pean powers. Spain and England withdrew their forces 
when Mexico assured all three powers that the Mexican 
debt would be paid.); 2. an attempt by Napoleon III to 
extend his domain to Latin America (which contained the 
added ingredient of implied cultural superiority of the 
French); and 3. an attempt by the conservative elements 
of Mexico to triumph over the liberal policies of Presi
dent Benito Juarez. 

The polemic between the conservative and liberal ide
ologies had been a continuous struggle in Mexico since 
its inception as an independent entity. 

The liberal Constitution of 1857 was the basis upon 
which President Benito Juarez instigated his liberal re
forms: separation of church and state, civil registry, civil 

Urick instrumental in college activities 
By JENNIFER WEST 
Slaff Reporter 

If you attend sporting "events on campus, you'll prob· 
ably see her on the sidelines. If not , then you might see 
her rushing around campus, going to an activity. 

Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs and Student 
Activities coordinator, is adviser of the Student Activi
ties Board which each year hosts a number of College
Hour evef!ls that offer free food, games and music. She 
also coordinates all the qualifying events for Sports Day 
in which COM participates each long semester. 

"The SAB was responsible for putting the picnic tables 
around campus," Urick said. 

If you look around campus as you go to class, you will 
see countless signs advertising a variety of student ac
tivities all supervised and a,ttended by this enthusiastic, 
ever-smiling woman. 

Urick, who has been at COM for 20 years, started as 
SAB coordinator and worked with the Student Advisory 
Council which eventually evolved into the Student Gov
ernment. The SAB sponsors many of1he events around 
campus. The workshops are always open to the commu
nity. 

"We are always pleased with the turnout at student 
events," Urick said. "We always want the students to have 
fun and enjoy themselves." 

• 

• 

Urick also is active as sponsor for the COM Outdoor 
Club, which has meetings the first Wednesday of every 
month and takes trips around the state going hiking, ca
noeing and whatever the group decides. 

Urick started college at University or Illinois and then 
as an exchange stu¢nt, attended the University of Ha
waii before receiving her bachelor 's-degree at Southern , 
Illinois University. 

She also is an avid traveler. Anyone who goes into her 
office can see numerous pictures of her trips and adven
tures around the country. Urick is planning a trip to South 
America this summer and will visit several ancient ruin 
sites. She also likes to read, watch movies, and she likes 
to stay in shape. You can often find her running around 
Lake Eckert. 

Urick always is enthusiastic about campus events. Dur
ing the Cinco de Mayo End of Semester Party celebrated 
in the Student Center on May 3, she wore a traditional 
Mexican dress that she bought in Mexico. 

She is an excellent role model to the students who work 
with her in the SAB and seems to be a motivator for their 
success 

"If it weren't for her organizational skills, things would 
not be as stTUctural as they are. The meetings and events 
are well organized and everything turns out .successful," 
said Jenny Long, SAB Speakers Chairpersofl. "She makes 
students feel welcome." 

' 
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burials, freedom of religious worship, transfer of church 
property to the nation and limitations of privileges for the 
military. The conservative military elements rebelled. 
against Juiirez's liberal government and invited 
Maximiliano de Habsburgo and his wife Carlota to come 
to Mexico with the backing of Napoleon lll's troops to 
establish a monarchy under the conservative banner. 

Prior to the arrival of Maximiliano and Carlota in May 
1864, the_ Mexican liberal forces had won the battle of 
Cinco de Mayo against the French at Puebla on May 5, 
1862. This victory provided the inspiration to continue 
fighting against the foreign invaders and their conserva· 
tive supporters. The final victory of the li~eral forces un
der President Juarez over the French and the Mexican con
servatives came in June 19, 1867, when Maximiliano and 
the conservative generals Miguel Miramon and Tomas 
Mejia were executed at the Cerro de las Campanas in 
Queretaro. Mexico regained its identity as an indepen
dent nation and regained its control over its own destiny. 

Maryann Urick stopa to chat wlU, Profeaor Marilynn 
Kiah-Molina In the refreshment llne at a recent Cinco 
de Mayo dinner. (Photo by Elias de la COrda Jr.) 
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, Dr. Donn Slckorez. NASA's University 
A flairs officer, welcomes the college teams 
to Ellington FleldAprll 13; he laterllewwllh 
some of the college teams aboard the 
KC-135A. (NASA photo) 

COM Professor Herman Trlvlllno lec
tures on the principles of gravity and 
the effects weightlessnesa has on ••· 
tronauts- In space. Trlvlllno acted as 1cl
ence support adviser to the student 
groups. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

The COM DART Team 

FACULTY ADVISER: 
Dr. Gregory A. Johnson. 
Professor Herman Trivilioo. 

FLIGHT CREW: 
Daniel Catina 
Zackary Hileman 
Fabian Sifuentes 
Heather Brasher 

GROUND CREW: 
Carol Voight 
Eddie Canales 
Jeyce Johnson 
Becky Skains 

NASA MENTOR: 
Dr. Charles W. Lloyd The COM DARTS Team gathers for a photo after Iha Aprll 19 flight. Thia was the only time tlley 

sat still. The COM flight crew Is Joined by the ground cn,w which Includes KC-135A alaif as 
well as students and advisers from Central Texas College. (Photo by Elias de la C8rda Jr.) 

Profesaor Johnson communicates via radio llnk with Danlel Catina and Zac;kary Hileman during 
one of NASA's live feeds of the studentS pe:rfonning an experiment aboard the KC-135A. 

Fabian Sifuentes and 
Daniel Catina observe an
other student being fitted 
with a breathing mask at 
the Neutral Buoyancy 
Laboratory in Houston as 
part of their pre-flight test
ing. The students had to 
perform some manual and 
mental tasks at the NBL as 
part of their tests. 

(NASA Photo) 

(Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

The COM STARZ Team Is Joined by tho Central Texas College Team and the KC-135A crew 
after a successful flight April 21. After the photo, the teams scrambled to recover their 
experiment equipment from the plane. (NASA photo} 

Amanda Narvaez floats over her computer while 
she monitors data during a parabolic maneuver 
aboard the KC-135A. (NASA photo) 

The COM STARZ Team1 

FACULTY ADVISER, 
Proressor Marilynn KishaMolina 

FLIGHT CREW: 
Mandie Testa 
Jim Knapp 
Marcia Washington 
Amanda Narvaez 

GROUND CREW, 
Beckie Yarbrough 
Rhonda Harrison 
Marco Vasquez 
Deidra Aguirre 
Elizabeth Landin 
Cayce Harris 

NASA MENTORS, 
Beth Shephard. 
Carol Grunsfeld 
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Burke Fort Is the creator and the director 
of NASA"• Reduced Gravity Student Fllghl 
Opportunities Program. ( NASA photo) 

"I was super impressed with the excitement of the group involved In the pro
gram,,. COM Dean Dr. Henry Pope said after watching the live video feed. 
Protqsor Kis~lina _ la speaking to the Hight crew via a live feed while 
Mandfe Testa (bottom) and Deidra Aguirre (right} watch their team members 
on a video monitor at Ellington Field. (Photo by Ellas de la cerda Jr.) 

Professor Johnson and Carol Voight COM student Fabian Sifuentes experiences weightlessness aboard the KC-135A 
are seen through a window of an X-38 (Vomit Comet). "It is like nothing I 've done before. I can't explain it," Sifuentes 
experimental recovery vehicle, 8 part of said. "It's hard to stay focused when all seems upside down." (NASA photo) 
the proposed Space Transportation 
System. (Photo by Elias de la Corde Jr.) 

Twelve-year old Roger Yarbrough 
watches his n1other Beckie work 
at setting up the experiment 
equipment aboard the KC-135A at 
Ellington Field. 
(Photo by Ellas da la Cerda Jr.) 

Two-year old Keonl emulates his mother Heather 
Brasher (sitting} and Becky Skains aa they pre
pare solutions for their experimenL They often 
worked late. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Fabian Sifuentes records a briefing 
about the X-38 Recovery vehicle while 
c:lro1 Voight (front) and her son Micah 
(right ol Sllu9nlas) llsten. 

" I get bolter at flying the 
longer I stay on the air, .. Said 
Stephanie Wells, KC-t35A 
Flight Commander. 
(Photo by Ellu de la CordaJr.) 

., 

Becky Skains and Joyce Johnson tabulate data obtained from the 
experiments conducted aboard the KC-13SA. Their team was given 
the task to evaluate the performanee of droplets aed aerosols in a 
reduced gravity environment. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

• 

• 

Eddie Canales explains experiment procedures to 
the KC-13SA Readiness Review Team at Ellington 
Field April 13. . (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

• 

Amanda NaNaez andJamea Knapp respond to questions from the KC-135A Readl
neu rRevlew Team April 13 at EUlngton Field. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda ~r.) 

, 

• 

• 

Marco Vasquez and Elizabeth Landin (center} are surrounded by NASA's 
KC-13SA Readiness Review Team at Ellington Field. The students pa888d 
the Inspection with flying colors. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

• 

(Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Two College of the Mainland 
groups of students and faculty 
were accepted into NASA's Re
duced Gravity Student Flight 
Opportunities Program. 
This photo page chronicles the 
challenges and triumphs of the 
epic experience of the COM 
teams. 
Story, layout and design hy: 

Elias de la Cerda Jr" 
Assistant Editor 
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COM volleyball pleyora (front from left) Unda Lopez, Ben Williams, Michael Ivey, Maria Nguyen, (back from left) 
Teshawna Helmen, Jeremy Robinson, Brian Berg, Andrew Zangoullla and Marlo Martinez partielpated In the 
GCIC Sports Day volleyball tournament at Stuart Beach on April 13. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM contends in V-ball, Golf Sports Day 
By RYAN JAKEWAY 
Slaff Reporter 

Yes, folks, another Sports Day at the beach has come 
and gone. 

This time the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference 
BeacbVolleyball and Golf Sports Day was held in 
Galveston and consisted of three events. College of the 
Mainland students participated in competitive volleyball, 
recreational volleyball and golf on April 13. 

Both the competitive and recreational volleyball were 
held at Stuart Beach on a windy. overcast day. Students 

participating in competitive volleyball were Teshawna 
Helmen, Ben Williams, Mario Martinez, Michael Ivey and 
Linda Lopez, while the remaining students, Jeremy 
Robinson, Bryan Berg, Andrew Zangoullis and Maria 
Nguyen, participated in recreational vol1eyball . 

Meanwhile at the Galveston Municipal Golf Course 
Ryan Jakeway, Matt Klingenberg and Norman Miller tried 
their hardest to bring in a good round of golf without tear
ing up the golf course. Unfortunately, the weather did not 
help their cause on a course as tough as Galveston's. 
Winds seemed to blow from everywhere causing many 
balls to go off course and into the water. 

Students compete in football tournament 
By RYAN JAKEWAY 
Slaff Reporter 

Three teams collided for a flag football tournament at 
the College of the Mainland football field beside the ten
nis courts April 17 at 3:30 p.m. The three teams played in 
a round robin bracket. The first place team received COM 
recreational T-shirts. 

The first matchup was between the red-flagged team of 
captain Eric James, Aundra Hawkins, Leonard Epps, 
Kevin Lee, Dedrick Epps and Mike Sowell, and the yel
low-flagged lnterCOM staff consisting of team captain 
Ryan Jakeway, Michelle Fichera, J_fnnifer West, Chris
tine Levige, Michael Navarro and Chris Barkmann. 

The game consisted of two 15 minute halves and a two

minute half time. 
The lnterCOM staff received the first kickoff and made 

the first score of the game. The red-flaggi;d team scored 
on the next three possessions putting the InterCOM staff 

in a 3-1 bole. After the red-flag's third score, the lnterCOM 
staff ran back the kickoff with.some nice blocking to guide 
the way, bringing the score closer at 3-2. 

After a small water break at half time both teams took 
the field for the second half. Once again it was the red
flag's game with them scoring three straight times to win 
6-2. Since the red-flagged team won the first game, they 
had the option to sit out the second game. 

In the second game the InterCOM staff had to play the 
new red-flagged team consisting of captain Maria Nguyen, 
Jeremy Robinson, Jon Pryor, Michael Ivey, Danielle Ayala 
and Bryon Brooks. Once again the red-flagged team 
ousted the InterCOM staff 6-2. 

In the third and final game, James ' team outlasted 
Nguyen's team 7-4 giving them two victories and the cov
eted COM recreation T-shirts. 

After the tournament all team members were exhausted 
and couldn't wait to get to the water bucket on one of the 
hottest days or spring. 

Home field not to 
Astros' advantage 

Ryaa 
Jakeway 

Another summer is upon us, bringing about another 
baseball season. For Astros fans this season will be very 
different from the ones in the past. 

On April 7, the Astros played their home opener 
outdoors for the first time since 1967 when they played 
in Colt Stadium and were known as the Colt 45s. In 
1968 the Astrodome opened ending the final days Astros 
fans could look up at the sky during a game. Finally, the 
day is back when fans can enjoy the great Houston sky 
during a game. However, due to the hot and humid 
weather down here, the roof will not always be open 
thanks to baseball's first retractable roof. 

Although looking up at the sky during a game can be 
nice, an open park can cause problems for not only the 
fans but also for the players. As most people know, 
during the summer, Houston is unbelievably hot and 
humid creating ideal conditions for mosquitoes. After 
the Astros first homestand against the Philadelphia 
Phillies, fans along with players complained about the 
mosquito Problem, a problem that won't get really bad 
until summer starts. · 

Another problem with the new ball park is the number 
of homeruns that will be hit by both teams. 

The left field line has been dramatically shortened by 
what they call "the porch." This section of stands goes 
into the field making it easier to hit homeruns to that 
side of the field°. Even though this section was mainly 
put there for the Astros' first baseman Jeff Bagwell, 
many other teams ha".e taken advantage of the ballpark. 

Enron Field, although a great new ballpark, has been 
compared tO Coors Field in Colorado where the mile
high air lets baseballs travel farther. 

On April 25, Shane Reynolds became the first starting 
pitcher this year to win at Enron Field. The Astros 
pitchers have given up 24 home runs, including 12 at 
home. Most of those have been to the left where the 
fence is a measly 315 feet away. "We call it Home Rlln 
Field, not Enron Field," says Astros second starting 
pitcher Jose Lima in a Houston Chronicle article. 

Here are some statistics on Enron Field from opening 
day to April 28: 58 earned runs have been allowed by 
Astros pitchers, 46 homeruns have been hit at Enron 
with 23 being hit by Astros. Also the Astros are giving 
up an average of7.75 runs a game giving them a 3-9 
record at Enron so far. 

On April 27, five homeruns were allowed by Lima 
( club record), and he also tied the major league record 
by allowing four homeruns in the first inning. Lima also 
allowed 12 runs in the game, the most ever by one 
Astros pitcher in a single game. 

After the season Enron field could be more like a 
pinball machine than a ballpark because of the high 
scores both teams will ring up. 

COM microbiology professor challenged to test MIR device 

• 

Continued rrom Page 1 -----------
'Iwo teams from College of the Mainland had an dp

portunity to conduct experiments in NASA's Reduced 
Gravity Program aboard the KC-135A, "Weightless Won
der," April 13 through 21. 

One team, under the direction of COM microbiology 
Professor Marilyn Kish-Molina, sought to do an experi
ment on the comparison of the Russian MIR and Proposed 
International Space Station Resistive Exercise Devices. 

During space flight, the Jack of gravity and the lack or 
stress on the bones causes astronauts to lose 1 to 2 per
cent bo'oe mineral density in the femur (leg) per month in 

flight. 
As a countermeasure to the effects of zero gravity, Re

sistive Exercise has been used on MIR for the last 25 years. 
Kish-Molina 's group was given the chalJenge to test 

the exercise device for two parameters: range of motion 
allowed by the expander, and force provided by the de-

vice aboard the KC-135A, a·modified version of a Boeing 
707 which achieves weightlessness by flying carefully 
choreographed maneuvers (parabolas). 

The other group, under the direction of COM chemis
try professor, Dr. Gregory Johnson, was given the task of 
evaluating pharmaceutical aerosol preparations and eye 
droppers in zero gravity. 

Aerosol preparations have been used to counteract the · 
See Professor Page 9 

• 
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ABE Associate Dean Evans to retire from college in August 

Associate dean of ABE Sandra J. Evans will retire In 
August after 17 years at COM. She first taught as a 
writing Instructor. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

By EUAS DI! IA CERDA JR. 
Assistant Editor 

Change is inevitable. One change that is imminent here 
at College of the Mainland is the parting of valuable staff 
and faculty members due to retirement. 

COM Associate Dean of Adult Basic Education Sandra 
J. Evans will retire in August after 17 years at COM 

Evans came to work at COM in 1983 as a writing in
structor, but she also taught reading. In 1989 she helped 
implement the TASP at COM. "You have to be flexible 
with ongoing changes cre.ated bf the Texas Education 
Agency," Evans said. 

Before coming to COM she taught English and jour
nalism in the Clear Creek Independent School District, 
and supervised graduate and undergraduate student teach
ers in reading methods at the University of Houston-Clear 
Lake. In 1993 she became the director of Adult Basic 
Education at COM. At that time she had no knowledge of 
how to write grants, but she picked it up as ABE director. 

She was instrumental in getting a $1,000 grant from 
the Galveston Daily News for family literacy. "( learned 
everything by fire," Evans said. 

"People are important to Sandra," said Kathy Blundell, 
COM assessment registration coord.inator. "I have never 
worked with anyone in authority who treats you like. an 

equal." Blundell has worked with COM developmental 
programs for 18 months. 

"She is disciplined and is concerned about the students," 
said Frank Barbuto, an ABE program assistant. 

When Evans retires she will be looking into becoming 
involved with some at-risk programs in the community. 
"With my knowledge of at-risk programs I want to con
tinue doing it on a part-time basis." She also plans to re
lax and do things with her family. 

Everyone on staff with Evans seems to appreciate her 
as a person and as a leader. "Sandra is wonderful; she 
does not talk down to people," said Cindy ·Jordan, pro
gram assistant for Developmental Programs. "She does a 
lot for the college." 

Evans likes to sew. "I would like to finish a dress thlll: I 
started three years ago. My husband has been retired for 
two years, I want 10 inspire him to do something," she 
said with a soft voice and that wann smile that never seems 
to leave her. 

When asked what she found most rewarding since work
ing at COM, Evans said, " I always like to see students 
grow and still do." 

Evans said she will take time to relax and enjoy her 
family. "I want to do some fishing," she said, and then 
she talked again about getting involved with at-risk ybuth 
and family programs. 

Cinco de Mayo celebrates Mexican victory over French 
By Dr. MANUEL URBINA 
Guest Commentator 

The significance of the Mexican Victory over the French 
troops of Napoleon lIT in the Battle of Cinco de Mayo 
foug~t at the Loreto Fort in Puebla, Mexico, on May 5, 
1862, is to this day, a symbol of Mexico 's struggle against 
foreign intervention problems as well as a reaffirmation 
of the desire of all people to control their destiny. 

Preceding the French intervention of 1862, Mexico had 
suffered a prior intervention by France in 1839 to collect 
by force some debts owed by Mexico to individual Fre°:ch 

· citizens. She also had suffered the loss of over half of its 
territory to the United States as a result of the Mexican 
War, 1846-1848 {knpwn in Mexico as the "NOrth Ameri
can Invasion"), inte'l'reted by Mexico as the intervention 
of a foreign power into a matter of purely domestic dis
cord, i.e., the_ secession of Mexican Texas from the Mexi
can Union and Mexico's subsequent attempt to bring Texas 

back into the Union. 
The French intervention or 1862 represented: 1. an at· 

tempt by France to collect the interest owed by Mexico 
on its foreign debt to France, Spain and England (Ini
tially it started out as an invasion by these three Euro
pean powers. Spain and England withdrew their forces 
when Mexico assured all three powers that the Mexican 
debt would be paid.); 2. an attempt by Napoleon III to 
extend his domain to Latin America (which contained the 
added ingredient of implied cultural superiority of the 
French); and 3. an attempt by the conservative elements 
of Mexico to triumph over the liberal policies of Presi
dent Benito Juarez. 

The polemic between the conservative and liberal ide
ologies had been a continuous struggle in Mexico since 
its inception as an independent entity. 

The liberal Constitution of 1857 was the basis upon 
which President Benito Juarez instigated his liberal re
forms: separation of church and state, civil registry, civil 

Urick instrumental in college activities 
By JENNIFER WEST 
Slaff Reporter 

If you attend sporting "events on campus, you'll prob· 
ably see her on the sidelines. If not , then you might see 
her rushing around campus, going to an activity. 

Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs and Student 
Activities coordinator, is adviser of the Student Activi
ties Board which each year hosts a number of College
Hour evef!ls that offer free food, games and music. She 
also coordinates all the qualifying events for Sports Day 
in which COM participates each long semester. 

"The SAB was responsible for putting the picnic tables 
around campus," Urick said. 

If you look around campus as you go to class, you will 
see countless signs advertising a variety of student ac
tivities all supervised and a,ttended by this enthusiastic, 
ever-smiling woman. 

Urick, who has been at COM for 20 years, started as 
SAB coordinator and worked with the Student Advisory 
Council which eventually evolved into the Student Gov
ernment. The SAB sponsors many of1he events around 
campus. The workshops are always open to the commu
nity. 

"We are always pleased with the turnout at student 
events," Urick said. "We always want the students to have 
fun and enjoy themselves." 

• 

• 

Urick also is active as sponsor for the COM Outdoor 
Club, which has meetings the first Wednesday of every 
month and takes trips around the state going hiking, ca
noeing and whatever the group decides. 

Urick started college at University or Illinois and then 
as an exchange stu¢nt, attended the University of Ha
waii before receiving her bachelor 's-degree at Southern , 
Illinois University. 

She also is an avid traveler. Anyone who goes into her 
office can see numerous pictures of her trips and adven
tures around the country. Urick is planning a trip to South 
America this summer and will visit several ancient ruin 
sites. She also likes to read, watch movies, and she likes 
to stay in shape. You can often find her running around 
Lake Eckert. 

Urick always is enthusiastic about campus events. Dur
ing the Cinco de Mayo End of Semester Party celebrated 
in the Student Center on May 3, she wore a traditional 
Mexican dress that she bought in Mexico. 

She is an excellent role model to the students who work 
with her in the SAB and seems to be a motivator for their 
success 

"If it weren't for her organizational skills, things would 
not be as stTUctural as they are. The meetings and events 
are well organized and everything turns out .successful," 
said Jenny Long, SAB Speakers Chairpersofl. "She makes 
students feel welcome." 

' 

• 

burials, freedom of religious worship, transfer of church 
property to the nation and limitations of privileges for the 
military. The conservative military elements rebelled. 
against Juiirez's liberal government and invited 
Maximiliano de Habsburgo and his wife Carlota to come 
to Mexico with the backing of Napoleon lll's troops to 
establish a monarchy under the conservative banner. 

Prior to the arrival of Maximiliano and Carlota in May 
1864, the_ Mexican liberal forces had won the battle of 
Cinco de Mayo against the French at Puebla on May 5, 
1862. This victory provided the inspiration to continue 
fighting against the foreign invaders and their conserva· 
tive supporters. The final victory of the li~eral forces un
der President Juarez over the French and the Mexican con
servatives came in June 19, 1867, when Maximiliano and 
the conservative generals Miguel Miramon and Tomas 
Mejia were executed at the Cerro de las Campanas in 
Queretaro. Mexico regained its identity as an indepen
dent nation and regained its control over its own destiny. 

Maryann Urick stopa to chat wlU, Profeaor Marilynn 
Kiah-Molina In the refreshment llne at a recent Cinco 
de Mayo dinner. (Photo by Elias de la COrda Jr.) 
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Librarian to retire 
after 24 years at COM 
ByMICHAELNAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

Robert Rodriguez, the College of the Mainland Library 
cataloger, will retire in June after 24 years at the college. 

Rodriguez grew up in a barrio on the West Side of San 
Antonio. He began working at a convenience store to help 
his parents when he was in the eighth grade. This job lasted 
him all through high school. 

He attended San Antonio Junior College and t~en St. 
Mary's University in Saii Antonio where he received his 
master's oflibrary science in !969. Soon after, Rodriguez 
moved to Hot1ston where he btgan working for the Uni
versity of Houston-Clear Lake. There he had the oppor
tunity to help set up the library. Earlier he also had helped 
to set up the library at the University of Texas at San An
tonio. 

In 1976 Rodriguez joined the COM library staff where 
he helped automate the library by converting the catalog 
records to machine•readable form. He also used.his know!· 
edge of database programming to update and modify Ii· 
brary records and produce reports. This saved the library 
money because it no longer was necessary to purchase 
these orders from the software company. 

Not only has Rodriguez had an influence on the library, 
he also has taken part in COM clubs and community ac
tivities. 

Rodriguez sponsored the COM Amigos i.n the late '70s 
and early '80s. "This was a very gratifying experience 
for me since it allowed me to interact with many students." 
The Amigos once sponsored a voter registration service 

Robert Rodriguez the COM Library cataloger maintains records In the computer wlllla Raleranca Ubrarlan Kathryn 
_Park looks on. Rodriguez will retire in June after 24 years at the college. Rodriguez Is a·member of HOLA and 
was an adviser to the COM Amigos. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

for the community. 
Rodriguez along with former COM staff member Bob 

Handy helped organize the Cinco de Mayo Association 
in 1983 which included volunteers from the community. 
The association sponsored cultural exchanges with the 
Mexican states of Culiacan and Nuevo Le6n. These ex· 
changes included bringing a children's orchestra, a drama 
troupe, a choir and folkloric d'ance groups to the area. 

One year the association arranged for a Mexican· frig-

ate from Vera Cruz to visit the Texas City Port. 
Both Rodriguez and his wife Gloria are retiring this 

year. Gloria is retiring after JO years working for the 
Boeing Corporation. They plan to do some traveling. par
ticularly back home to San Antonio._ Rodriguez also is 
interested in making investments through the COM In
vestors Group. 

"I will miss interacting with the students and co-work
ers. This has been a good place to work." 

Amigos, SAB celebrate Cinco de Mayo, end of semester 
By CHRISTINE M, LEVIGE 
Staff Reporter 

With the semester coming to an end at College of the 
Mainland, the COM Amigos and the Student Activities 
Board offered a party to celebrate both Cinco de Mayo 
and the end of the semester. 

Los Bohemias played live, authentic Mexican mqsic 
while students, faculty and staff waited in line for tacos, 
tamales and drinks provided by Fruit Works. 

Spanish Professor Rafael Naranjo began the party by 
introducing President Larry L. Stanley, who gave a brief 
and enthusiastic farewell to· students, faculty and staff. 

Then history Prof~r Dr. Manuel Urbina gave a brief, 
historical lesson on Cinco de Mayo. 

SAB hosted two games: the raw jalapeiio eating con
test and the grito (cry of passion) contest. Jalapefio con
testants Antonio Aguirre, Kelley Burkes, Eric James, 
Michael Navarro, Steven Rodriguez and Ardith Shea were 
required to sign a release form to participate. 

Navarro quit after eating one jalapefio and Aguirre af. 
ter two. Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs and Stu· 
·dent Activities coordinator, stopped the contest after the 
remaining four contestants had eaten three whole raw 
jalapefios for fear that in the spirit of competition some
one could become ill from eating too many. At that point, 

Urick declared all the remaining.contestants winners and 
drew numbers to decide who would be awarded first 
place. First place wen't to Rodriguez who received $10, a 
roll of toilet paper, a jar of hot salsa an<! a Fruit Works T· 
shirt. Second place went to James, third place to Shea 
and fourth to Burkes (second, third and fourth places won 
$5, toilet paper, hot salsa and a Fruit Works T-shirt). 

· First place in the grito contest went to Donna 
Hrachovina who received $10 and a Intramural Champ 
T-sh.irt; second place went to Brian Sledge who won,$5. 

After all that fun there was still a pifiata to break. After 
several tries COM groundsman Darryl Spencer broke the 
piiiata after first breaking the stick. 

Associate Dean Shippy models motivation, leadership 

James-Shippy has been associate dean of student 
services since 1993. (Photo by Elias de la Ce«la Jr.) 

By CHRISTINE M. LEVIGE 
Staff Reporter 

As he walks across the College of the Mainland cam· 
pus to attend a meeting or present one of his mind-chal· 
lenging, inspiring workshops, James Shippy, associate 
dean of Student Services, is always smiling and speaking 
with students about their classes and everyday lives. 

Shippy, whose office is located upstairs in the Student 
Center in Counseling and Testing, received a bachelor ·s 
degree in history and a master's degree in student person
nel services from Tuskegee University in Alabama. 

Before coming to COM in September 1993, Shippy was 
a counselor for a year at San Jacinto College Central, an<I 
prior to that he was the director of Studellt Activities at 
St. Philip's College in San Antonio for seven years. He 
also taught some courses at both colleges. 

Shippy belongs to several professional organizations 
and has presented numerous workshops on motivation and 
student leaderships at various professiOnal and student 
conferences. His specialty is facilitating Workshops on 
attitude and self-esteem. 

I 

At COM Shippy serves as a financial aid adviser, as
sisting students,_ who are either on financial aid proba
tion or suspension, with their educational and career goals. 
No matter how bad a situation is, Shippy seems to know 
how to tum it. around and make it a positive one. 

After coming to COM Shippy reestablished Student 
Government; he has been the adviser for six years. He 
teaches students that to be successful leaders tb_ey "should 
be considerate and be able to adapt to others' ideas." 

Shippy says, .. Students are the most important people 
in the college environment," adding that he ''would not 
have a job if it were not for students seeking higher edu
cation." 

Shippy, who was featured in the Texas City Sun lll Feb
ruary as one of the top leaders in the communit:f, has an 
open door policy for students, faculty and staff at all times. 

He has received numerous honors and awards such as 
the Junior College Student Personnel of Texas Outstand
ing Service and Contributions to Student Development 
and Community Colleges in Texas service award. 

Shippy is married to Dr. Bernadine Duncan-Shippy; 
they have three sons and a daughter .. 

' 
• 
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COM students displayed their work in the COM Art Gallery during the Student Art Festival hetd April 13. A stu
dent art sale, and reception were part of the festivities. The one-day sale raised $2,200 with the money being split 
between the COM Art Association (for scholarships) and the artists. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

Professor recommends redesigns 
Continued from Page 10 ---------
effects of zero gravity on the sinuses since the Apollo era. 

Two students from each team flew on the KC-135Aon 
two different days, while a faculty adviser remained on 
the ground where the ground crew watched a live video 
feed of the e,cperiments in progress. The adviser was able 
to q,mmunicate with the students in flight via a radio link. 

Hangar 990 at EUington Field in the Clear Lake area 
buzzed with students and advisers setting up their experi
ments and preparing to meet the KC-135A staff April 13. 

Burke Fort, Special Programs director of the Texas 
Space Grant Consortium, opened the ceremonies. "Wel
come to the program. What we are going to give you here 
is going to feel like drinking from a fire hose," be Said, 
"but it is for reasons that you will appreciate i.n the next 
few days here working on the program." 

Fort introduced NASA's Johnson Space Center Univer
sity Affairs Officer Dr. Donn G. Sickorez. "It is an excit· 
ing time h~re for us. We are launching STS-101 (shuttle 
Atlantis mission) which will be linking up with the Inter· 
national Space Station," Sickorez said. ''The purpose of 
this program is to share that excitement with the Texas 
community colleges." 

At a press coriference later that day Sickorez said, '"'The 
main purpose of testing in micro gravity is education, and 
to get stµdents interested in science. He added, "The price 
of admission is an experiment." 

The learns received safety briefings which included 
picking up trash around the hangar. "Foreign object dam
age can be costly if it goes into a jet engine," said Lead 
KC-135 Test Director John S. Yaniec. 

After the ceremony the college teams prepared their 
experiments in the hangar for the KC-13SA staff to con
duct a test readiness review. 

The Central Texas College team was the first to be in
spected. When the NASA experts were done. the team 
had to tear down and reconfigure it all again. This set the 
mood for the rest of the teams, who were now nervous 
about meCtin5 the standards. 

The NASA experts scrutinized everything from the func
tionality of the experiment to safety considerations. 

Soon the students and faculty learned why duct tape 
went from being l 00-mph tape to 1,000-mph tape. 

The college teams were put through pre-flight briefings, 
debriefings, evaluations, load and o~·load briefings, tool 
and equipment inventories, as well as having flight mani
fests checked and rechecked. 

Just when they thought they had it all ready, changes 
were made to schedules. "Jt is the nature of the beast," Dr. 
Johnson said. "You have to adapt to change and go with 
the changes." He never passed up an opportunity to lee· 

• 
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lure to the students on physics or to motivate them to 
maintain a positive attitude. The students seemed tired, 
yet they never lost their enthusiasm. . 

Another factor that contributed to the success of t)le 
missions was the caring and positive attitude of the KC-
13SA staff. "My most rewarding challenge is making a 
perfect parabola and to keep the mission going," said 
Stephanie Wells, KC· l35Aflight commander. Wells is a 
Desert Storm Air Force veteran. 

Back on terra firma, the COM students burned the mid
night oil crunching numbers, analyzing data obtained from 
the experiments. Their work may be the basis of research 
papers and may some day benefit space exploration. 

Of the droplet experiment .during the KC-!35A flight 
some 28,000 feet over the Gulf of Mexico, Daniel Catina 
said, "They seem to perform as we expected; it was an 
exciting experience; I can't describe it." 

As part of the commitment to get accepted into the pro
gram, colleges must agree to do outreach. Carol Voight 
of Johnson's group will be going to Blocker Middle 
School in Texas City to do a presentation on the reduced 
gravity program. 

NASA media support provides the colleges with video 
tapes and still shots ( on the w~b) of classroom training 
sessions, altitude chamber runs, test readiness reviews and 
dedicat~d coverage Of four experiments per flight. 

During the weeks of preparation and the actual flights, 
Johnson and Kish-Molina developed a strong esprit de 
corps among their students; all seemed motivated by a 
strong hunger for science and a passion for exploration. 

Johnson concluded that the curreilt systems are incon .. 
sistent in dosage delivery. "I would recommend that 
NASA redesign the delivery systems to include a meter
ing system such as a pump system that would deliver a 
droplet rather than an aerosol." 

The college teams pay for all their equipment and travel 
expenses. "We have received excellent support frotn. the 
COM administration" Kish-Molina said, "They even paid 
for our T·shirts." 

According to Sickorez, flying and staffing the KC· 135A 
costs NASA aboul $200,000 per two week compaign. 

The college teams were given a behind-lhe-scenes tour 
of JSC which included: The original Mission Control, the 
X·38 Crew Return Vehicle: Space Lab components and 
other actual working areas. 

See related front page story in the March/April issue of 
InterCOM, "COM students aim for the stars." 

To view a · NASA photo gallery go to: 
<WWW.zerog.jsc.nasa.gov>. 

For more information about the program go to 
<WWW.tsgc.utexas.edu/floatn> . 

• 

• 

Disney, Time Warner 
dispute broadcast rights 
By JENNIFER WEST 
Staff Reporter 

Tune Warner and Disney are locked in a heated clash 
over cable prices which resulted in the temporary loss of 
ABC Channel 13, one of the "Big Four" cable networks 
including NBC, CBS and Fox, the first week of May. The 
loss may become permanent. 

What does this mean to the estimated 3.5 million view
ers it will affect? No more Drew Carey, Who Wants to Be 
a Millionaire, Dharma & Greg, Whose lilw Is It Anyway, 
NYPD Blue, All My Children and One Life· to Live just 
for starters. 

The federal government has been called on to settle the 
dispute between tjJ.e two companies. Disney wants to raise 
the price of carrying Channel 13, butTLDle Warner is fight
ing the price increase which affects all of lime Warner's 
viewing audience. 

A truce was reached by the two companies in April to 
keep ABC on until May 24, but on May 1, Time Warne-" 
took it off the air after the two companies could not come 
to a temporary agreement on the issue. 

Cities most affected by the_ dispute including Houston 
are New York and Raleigh-Durham, N.C. Other cities af
fected on a smaller level are Los Angeles; Philadelphia; 
'Toledo, Ohio; and Fresno, Calif. 

Time Warner is offering antenna kits to viewers who 
would like to continue to receive ABC off the air; or view
ers can unhook their cable and watch broadcast TV only; 
or they can go to an electronic store and buy a converter 
switch and antenna. 

Another optioit, is to get rid of cable and switch to· a 
satellite system. Several satellite companies are offering 
different packages with various rates. 

Or viewers simply can do nothing and wait for the com- -
panics to come to a decision. 

"All this is two greedy corporations figii.ting over mil
lions of dollars at the expense of the consumer," said Larry 
Smith, history professor at College of the Mainland. "We 
need to find a way to get more public control over these 
corporations ... 

COM economics Professor Bob Young said: "The pur
pose of the media is to gather a group of people to sell 
products to generate revenue from advertisers who want 
to see their product sold. The fight between Time Warner 
and Disney is who will gain the most revenue and have 
the biggest share of the audience." · 

According to an online·Associated Press release dated 
May~ the dispute between Time Warner and Disney will 
cost customers an estimated $300 million. 

Both Smith and Young agree on one thing: No matter 
which corporate giant wins, the consumer is ultimately , 
the loser in this battle. 

New government class 
to be offered in Fall 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Mall"l!lq Editor 

The College of the Mainland Social and Behavioral Sci
ences Team will offer a new course in the fall semester. 
GOVf 2304, Introduction to Political Science, will be 
taught by Dr. David Smith. 

The class will study Aristotle's Politics, John Stuart 
Mill's On Liberty, and Karl Marx and Friedrich Engles' 
The Communist Manifesto. 

"We will enmine these writers' views On the nature 
and purpose of the state, different forms of government, 
social classes and class struggles, equality and democ
racy, and the relationship between the individual and so
ciety," Smith said. "Students who tMce this class will defi. 
nitely have a better understanding of conservative, lib· 
eral and radical perspectives on society and politics." 

For more information, contact Smith at (409) 938-1211 
or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 217. 
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Students for Christ 
conduct Bible quiz 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Staff' Reporter 

Several College of the Mainland students tested their 
knowledge of the Bible as the Students for Christ spon
sored a Bible Quiz April 25 in the Student Center. 

The event consisted of 25 multiple choice questions and 
five true/false questions . 

Students for Christ member oa·na Ortega acted as host, 
reading each question aloud to the teams. The contestant 
who raised his hand the fastest was given an opportunity 
to answer the question and earn points for his team. 

The first place team, with a total of 11 points, consisted 
of LeChic Clay, Tiffany Rawls, Alkeisha Briscoe and 
Shirley Harrington. Second place went to team members 
Michael Sowell, Aundra Hawkins, Oeric Griffin and 
Mnette Slaughter. They finished with l O points. Coming 
in third with a total of six points were Michelle Glenn, 
Jeff Castellow, Chris Barkmann and Jean Anderson. 

Each contestant received a certificate for playing and a 
coupon for a free buffet and drink at CiCi's Pizza. 

Door prizes also were given by several area businesses, 
including The Hop, Outback Steakhouse, Olive Garden, 
Rosario's Pizza, Village Pizza and Seafood, and Busy Bee. 

TaShlba Bryant (right) and Dana Ortega (left) ask questions during the Students for Christ's 4th annual Bible 
Quiz, The emcees asked questions such as '"Who was Joseph's father, What are the highest ranking angels 
called and How many generations passed between Noah and Jesus?" COnteatants received certificates for 
playing and a free buffet from CICl's Pizza. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 

Students voice math, child care concerns at student forum 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

The Student Activities Board held a second spring Stu
dent Concerns Forum April 18 during College Hour. Deans 
James Templer, Pam Davenport and Dr. Henry Pope were 
on the forum panel. President Larry L. Stanley could not 
attend because he was out of town. 

COM student Carol Glicer informed the deans about 
her problems regarding the Math Team. "After failing 
math class, I hired a tutor and I feel that I have learned 
more in one hour of tutoring than during math classes," 
Glicer said. Other students commented that they felt that 
the math lab class.es are ineffective because the students 
are not being taught but rather try to teach themselves. 

Virginia Keeton, a COM student and mother of two, 
requested that the COM Child Development Lab be avail· 
able for night students and during the summer. Templer 

replied that summer child care is being considered, but 
the problem is that the lab is understaffed in the summer. 

Inquiries were made regarding the importance of class 
evaluations. Students wanted to know whether the evalu
ations made a difference in the way classes are handled. 
Templer said that the deans are developing a new assess
ment program to get feedback from students more effi
ciently and are developing a means to lratk the assess
ments. 

COM student Florence Newman suggested that random 
classes be observed by the deans or an assessment com
mittee, and that they should talk to students to get feed· 
back regarding their class experiences. Templer replied 
that there are too many classes and not enough people to 
be able to attend and evaluate the hundreds of classes at 
COM. 

Newman also asked why there was no administrative 
representation at this year's Phi Theta Kappa induction. 

Pope stated that he and Stanley were both out of town 
and that it was the first one he had missed in many years. 
Templer and Davenport responded that there was a -lack 
of communication between the deans, and that they both 
had busy schedules. 

Mike Fields asked why the COM web site is not up
dated and has empty links. Fields said the site is very im
portant to the college in terms of recruiting and publicity. 
"Without an updated web site, the college is overlooked," 
Fields said. Templer said that although there is no posi
tion at COM that is in charge of working on the site, an 
individual at the college is in charge of updating it. He 
said he would look into the situation. 

SAB sponsor Maryann Urick surveyed the audience for 
a new, more intimate location for forums, so that students 
can feel more comfortable voicing their ooncems and th.at 
comments can more easily be heard without the echoes. 
Forums currently are held in the Student Center. 

SAB hosts workshops, organizes parties, serves COMm.unity 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assistanl Edilor 

On any given day College of the Mainland students can 
see their tuition dollars at work in the form of activities 
and events organized by the Student Activities Board. 

Currently the student organization is made up of nine 
students who dedicate their time to provide various ac
tivities to COM students under the direction of Maryann 
Urick. 

Urick, Recreational Programs and Student Activities 
coordinator, is the SAB adviser. She has been a part of 
the SAB for more ihan 20 years; she also coordinates rec
reational programs on and off campus. 

The SAB meets on Tuesdays during College Hour to 
discuss and plan events, and to coordinate all actions on 
activities, such as blood drives, outdoors activities, stu
dent parties, Student Concerns Forums, and serving soft 
drinks and snacks to night students. 

"We normally have seven to 12 students {SAB volun
teers) who are willing to work so that other students can 
have fun, and hopefully it is fun for them also," Urick 
said. 

SAB president, Jeremy Robinson, is in his first year of 
general studies at COM and plans to pursue a career in 

,, 

political science. 
"We try to spend the money the best way we can," 

Robinson said. 
Robinson, origin;lily from Dickinson and the second of 

seven children, was homeschooled. "I turned out fine," 
he said. "I have a super mom." 

Robinson has applied to the U.S. Air Force Academy 
in Colorado Springs, Colo. He has received a congres
sional nomination from U.S. Rep. Nick Lampson, D-Beau
mont. 

Fabian Sifuentes was SAB president for two semesters 
and has been a member for two years. He now is presi· 
dent of the Sigma Delta chapter_ of the Phi Theta Kappa 
honor society al COM. 

Sifuentes seeks to be a chemistry professor. "I want to 
give something back," be said. 

SAB treasurer, Monie Ervin, is in her second year at 
COM and is studying accounting; she has been with the 
SAB for two semesters. "I enjoy being a part of the SAB 
because it is fun, and I like the idea of meeting new 
people." Ervin's loDg-tenn plans are to own her own busi
ness. 

SAB secretary,Ardith Shea, is a U.S. Navy 20-year vet
eran. She is in her sophomore year at COM taking elec- 1 

tronics and Auto-CAD. Nonnally she can be found in the 

• 

• 

Technical/Vocational Building working in the electronics 
lab or tutoring students in electronics or math. She plans 
to seek a career in biochemical electronics 

SAB parliamentarian. Joyce Johnson, is taking part in 
the academic coope.rativci class, CHEM 2389, which is 
involved with NASA's Reduced Gravity Program. As pan 
of the ground crew she h_as been gathering and tabulating 
scientific data on the zero gravity experiments. 

SAB member Naomi Grimaldo is in her second year at 
COM and also is a member of the lnterCOM staff. She 
wants to major in social work. 

Wendell Ferguson is one· of the newest members of the 
SAB. He is a member of the Student Government and is a 
math tutor. 

Student volunteers keep a log of the time spent on SAB 
activities. The time counts toward scholarships. Sifuentes 
has received five scholarships totaling about $600 since 
bis involvement with the SAB. 

Most recently the SAB sponsored the Cinco de Mayo/ 
end of the semester party and a four-part domestic vio
lence workshop as well as one on bipolar disorder. 

"We are seeking suggestions on programs, activities, 
topics speakers" Urick said. The SAB is always looking 
for new members. For more information contact Urick at 
(409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 
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Graduation set at Doyle Center May 12 
By RYAN JAKEWAY 
Staff Reporter 

It's graduation time again and anyone. can turn on the 
television to watch. The College of the Mainland gradua
tion is set for Friday, May 12, in the Charles .T. Doyle 
Convention Center in Texas City at 7:30 p.ni. The pro
gram will be broadcast live on the Texas City community 
access televi£ion channel, Cable Channel 64. 

All ticket-holding guests must be seated by 7: 15. Then 

standby guests will be seated, Tickets have been limited 
to four per graduate. 

The guest speaker for the ceremony is President Larry 
L. Stanley who plans to retire in August. 

The COM Brass Guild directed by Sparky Koerner will 
play prelude music as well a~ processional and recessional 
music for graduates and faculty. The COM Singers di
rected by James Heffel will sing two pieces. 

After the graduation ceremony a reception wm be held 
in the lobby of the Convention Center. 

COM's first employee commemorated 
BY JENNIFER WEST 
Staff Reporter 

Jack McConnell, along with the College of the Main
land Foundation, set up an endowed scholarship to com
memorate his wife June McConnell, COM's first em
ployee. McConnell died last September. 

McConnell started at COM in 1967 and retired in 1974. 
During her first year at COM, she watched the campus 
grow and the staff increase to 40; she also saw the first 
president hired. 

McConnell started out as an ass.istant director of ad· 
missions, then went on to become COM's first regisirar. 

In 1974, a month before she retired, June McConnell 
told the Galveston Daily News, "l consider myself very 

fortunate, for I was able to realize my lifetime ambition 
to be a part of the development of a new college." 

The first McConnell scholarship will be awarded in 
May for the fall semester at $1,000 per academic year. 
The scholarship is available to full-time students who are 
pursuing an education degree. 

As Paul Teague, a member of the first COM Board of 
Trustees, said in an article in the Galveston Daily News 
in 1974: "June McConnell has contributed more to the 
founding of College of the Mainland than most people 
will ever know. She will be missed." 

For more information contact Mary Ann Amelang, 
• Foundation director or Micah Duckett, Development as

sistant, at (409) 938-1211 or I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 557 
or Ext. 508 respectively. 

Outdoor activities open to athletes 
By RYAN JAKEWAY 
St.air Reporter 

If you like the outdoors you may be interested in a ca
noe trip down tl>e Medina River. 

This three day weekend trip starts at 6 p.m. May 12 and 
ends at 10 p.m. May 14. Cost is $53 per person which 
includes transportation, camping fees and Saturday night's 
meal. An additional $5 per person for canoes must be paid 
at time of departure. This trip is for experienced 
whitewater canoeists only. 

• 

The Crisio HOlline i• avaib!bl• 24 llours a_ day, 
seven days a w,,ok-, 365 days• year. Calls are 11<1<, 
anonymous and confidential. Anyone needing help 
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The Medina River has many twi.sting, whitewater 
chutes, small falls, overhanging limbs, rocks and cypress 
stands in the river. Participants will canoe the section be
tween Medina and Bandera and will have a base camp 
for both nights. If the water is too low on the Medina 
River an alternate river will be chosen. 

If you like to swim, run and ride a bike',.consecutively, 
you may want to sign up for the combat mini-triathlon 
sponsored by College of the. Mainland and.Bay Area 
Triathletes. 

A mini-triathlon consisting of a 300 yard swim, 15 mile 
bike ride and a three mile run will take place at COM 
Saturday, May 27, at 7:30 a.m. The cost is $32 person 
and $50 for a relay team. Sign up early for space is Jim· 
ited. 

For more information contact Maryann Urick, Recre
ational Programs and Student Activities coordinator at 
(409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859 Ext. 418. 

' 
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Summer registration 
runs through July 6 
By CHRISTINE M. LEVIGE 
Staff Reporter 

The spring semester is winding down and with summer 
classes about to begin, College of the Mainland will soon 
be seeing (lew faces. 

Summer registration will be held Thursday. May 25, 
from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. in the Gym. Telephone. registration 
for Summer I began April 10 and ends May 30, the same 
day classes begin. Late registration will be May 30 in the 
Administration Building lobby. 

Students who plan to take classes in both summer ses
sions may register for Summer II when they register for 
Summer I. Telephone re:gisiration for Summer II runs 
through July 6. Summer II classes begin July 10, and late 
registration will be the same day in the Administration 
Building lobby. · 

"Continuous telephone registration for the fall semes
ter begins June 5 until the registration process comes to 
'an end," said technical education Professor Larry Griffith. 
who has been instrumental in streamlining the registra
tion process. 

Griffith, who was just elected Faculty Council presi· 
dent, pushed to convert all-over campus registration to 
one location. Using the Gym for the spring semester reg
istration was a success according to students, faculty and 
staff because tht: process was shorter and simpler. 

Griffith urges students "to take care of holds (such as 
book fines, financial aid o~vgations, etc.) before starting 
the registration process." Students may run into problems, 
which can delay the prdt:ess, if holds.aren't taken care of 
beforehand. 

The Student Activities Board will again furnish drinks: 
and the COM Child Development Lab will provide child 
care while parents register. Children will play games and 
have snacks such as lemonade and vanilla wafers. 

The first step for students who have been admitted to 
COM is to input their social security numbers in the a;;m
puters that are set up in front of the desk in the Gym lobby. 

Next, students pick up their 315 forms, which are unof
ficial transcripts. Then proceed to their program areas 
where faculty members will check the availability of the 
classes students want. 

After their 315 forms are filled out, students take them 
to another set of computers where their courses will be: 
entered. The next step is fee payment. There students ei
ther pay for classes or make arrangements to pay later 
and pick up their class schedules. Payments may be made 
by cash, check or credit card. 

The last stop for students is the photo JO. 
"We are urging everyone to get their lD rig'ht after fee 

payment because the ID is used for the library, Innova
tions lab (TechnicaVVocational Building) and Gym facili
ties, all of which are free to credit students," Griffith said. 
Students pay for those services with part of their student 
activities fees. 

All parts of registration will take place within the Gym. 
"We're hoping to process students in roughly 15 min-

utes, " Griffith said. ,. 
" We want to offer a sys1em wfi,ere a person can be pro

cessed in as little time as possible." 
Griffith added, "We're shooting for Internet registra

tion possibly in the fall but most likely in the spring." 
For more infonnation call the Vice President/Dean of 

Student Affairs Pam Davenport at (409) 938-1211 or 1 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 565. 
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The College of the Mainland Bookstore will 
be buying back used textbooks May 8-12 and 
May 15-19. The bookstore will buy back all 

/ 
books except for workbooks, some paperback 
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books and books not being used next year. 
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Editorials/News 

Tammy McGruder, TIiiie Henson, Venita Sheldon, Marla Rodriguez, Maria Olivo and Beverly Self gather as 
Henson draws names for door prizes during the first day of celebration of National Library Week at COM, 
which ran April 9-15. Weeklong activities Included games, banned book readings, free food and a perfor
mance by the COM Jazz Combo. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Why ban books when they are made into movies? 

If you happened to see the exhibits in the College of 
the Mainland Learning Resources Center Library for 
National Library Week April 9-15, you might have seen 
the table which had a display of the most frequently 
banned books by schools. If you looked at these books, 
as I did, yo~ saw that some of them were books that 
would be called classics. The banned books shown on a 
library table included The Adventures of Huckleberry 
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Finn, Moby Dick, Arabian Nights, A Wrinkle in Time and 
Of Mice and Men. 

Some of the books on the table I had never even heard 
of. But as I looked at the list of these books and why 
they were banned, I realized that many of the books have 
been made into movies. These include: Beloved, The Joy 
Luck Club, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, To Kill a 
Mockingbird and The Color Purple. 

Some of the reasons these books have been banned are 
that they include profanity, homosexuality or a conflict 
between family and community values. What I don't 
understand, however, is why these books are banned 
when many have been made into movies. Are those who 
ban books saying, "We can't let our children read the 
book, yet it's OK if they go home and see it on TV?" 
That doesn't make sense. Should Hollywood be allowed 
to make a controversial book into a movie that anyone 
can see when we can't read the book because it's been 
banned? 

Oprah Winfrey starred in Beloved and The Color 
Purple. Gregory Peck won an Oscar for his role as 
lawyer Atticus Finch in To Kill A Mockingbird. Another 
book that was banned is Our Bodies, Ourselves. It talks 
about women's bodies and it is I ike a medical encyclope
dia that explores what a woman goes through, starting 
with puberty and ending with menopause. Our Bodies 
also talks about sexually transmitted diseases and birth 
control. 

I don't know the specific reason Our Bodies was 
banned, but it would seem that talking about sex, 
condoms and other types of birth control as well as 
pregnancy would make some conservatives put it on the 
hit list. Is it wrong for women to educate themselves 
about their bodies? Is it wrong for women to find out if 
something is wrong? Shouldn't a woman_ be able to look · 
in a book and see what might be ailing her? 

That kind of censorship is wrong. 
Now granted, some of the books do talk graphically 

about certain issues and may not be suitable ior young 
children, but why ban the book at school when a movie 
about it-which does reasonably well at the box office
can be seen by children of the same young age? 

Why do we censor things so much in this country? 
Until we, as a nation, can get off our moral high horse, I 
see no reason why I am banned from readipg a book at 
school when I can go home and.see it on TV. Exactly 
what purpose does banning books serve? 

, 
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Elian's retrieval 
handled improperly 

Imagine being 6 years old and the center of one of the 
nation's biggest controversies. Imagine your mother 
drowning as you cling desperately to an inner tube, 
scared and alone, bobbing hopelessly in the Gulf of 
Mexico until finally some fishermen see you and pull 
you from the water. Imagine being united with family 
that you never knew you had, bonding with them and 
eventually growing to love them. 

Now imagine armed agents storming into your home, 
pointing guns in every direction, breaking down doors, 
pushing people away and coming straight at you to take 
you away. 

That is the story of Elian Gonzalez the 6-year-old 
Cuban who was rescued off the coast of Florida in 
November and has since been the topic of headlines. 

Three weeks ago Eli3.n was forcefully seized from the 
home of his Miami-based relatives, an action that has 
become one of the most controversial of recent times. 

Did Attorney General Janet Reno have to approve the 
armed siege? Was it necessary for an Immigration and 
Naturalization Service agent to point a loaded gun in the 
direction of the child to retrieve him? What effect has 
'this had on our nation? When Reno made her decision to 
allow armed troops into the Gonzalez home, did she stop 
to consider the long-term effects the raid could have on 
the children of America? 

The Associated Press has published one picture 
nationwide that shows an INS agent pointing the gun in 
the direction of Elian being held by one of the fishermen 
who pulleii him from the Gulf. The child looks truly 
terrified, his mouth open in a seeming cry of anguish, 
almost as if he realized that the men were there for him, 
to take him away from the place he bad grown to know 

. as his home, and the people he had grown to love. 
I'm not saying that the Gonzalez family was right in 

holding Elian beyond the date stated by the government 
for his return. I most certainly agree with Reno in her 
decision to return the child to his father. He is the father, 
and should have legal custody of his child. The problem 
I have is Reno's decision to use a SWAT team. 

With all the violence in the world today, how are the 
children of America ever going to learn that violence is 
not the answer to a problem when some of the nation's 
top decision makers are pennitting violent actions? 
Granted no shots were fired, but the fact that an entire 
platoon of agents was brought into the home really 
raised my curiosity. 

Did the Gonzalez family have many armed people in 
and around their house to justify the number of agents 
involved in the operation? 

I find it hypocritical that the same leaders who take 
such a forceful approach to a situation like this can also 
preach to the youth of America about how violence does 
not solve problems. How can the youth know violence 
isn't the solution if all that America's leaders do is shove 
violent actions down their throats? 

Humanities Team holds poetry reading 
By RACHEL DELANOIX 
Staff Reporter 

As English Professor Dr. Mark Sanders stood outside 
the Leaming Resources Center speaking, people in the 
audience began to close their eyes as they listened to him 
recite poetry. 

Professors, students and College of the Mainland staff 
who had gathered in the LRC breezeway this warm after
noon, became silent as they listened to the poetry of Wil
liam Shakespeare, e.e. cummings, Langston Hughes and 
others. 

Humanities Team professors, Kathye Bergin, Steven 
Nassar, Dr. Andrew Nelson and Sanders read selections 
of poetry, during College Hour, much of which was by 
Shakespeare in celebration of his birthday, April 26. 

Other poets read by the English professors included 
Gwendolyn Brooks, William Carlos Williams and Karl 
Shapiro, whom Sanders calls his "illegitimate grandfa
ther" because Shapiro is the teacher of two of Sanders' 
teachers. Shapiro's poem, "Lower the Standard, That's My 
Motto," is a satirical poem about ridiculously low stan
dards, and how he thinks people should place more value 
on themselves. 

Sanders also read a poem by William Trowbridge on 

the subject of King Kong. 
Spanish Professor Rafael Naranjo had some of his stu

dents read Spanish poems and translate the poetry to En
glish. "lnstantes" and "En Paz" were translated by 
Naranjo's students as a class project. Students Ashton 
Maddox, Jacqueline Martinez, Laura Wright and Adrian 
Flores took turns reading stanzas in Spanish and translat
ing them. 

Naranjo, also a Humanities Team professor, read "A 
Cristo Crucificado" (To Christ Crucified), an anonymous 
16th century mystical sonnet with Flores. Naranjo read 
in Spanish, Flores in English. 

Naranjo said that reading poetry in Spanish and En
glish demonstrates the power of words in both languages. 
He said he uses poetry in his Spanish classes as "authen
tic texts" for the students to taste the beauty and great
ness of Spanish literature. 

At the end of the event, Sanders drew names from a 
box and gave away books, such as The Canterbury Tales, 
the year 2000 volume of the Guinness Book of World 
Records and Shakespeare: A life. 

After the drawing two stacks of books were offered 
free to anyone who wanted them. Included were collec
tions of poetry, stories and copies of volumes one and 
two of Hurakan, COM's literary magazine. 
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Dr. Mark Sanders reads a poem to the crowd In the 
LRC breezeway. (Photo by Rachal Delanolx) 

Helping victims focus of final domestic violence workshop 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Staff Reporter 

"Helping Victims of Domestic Violence," the final semi
nar in a four-part domestic violence series, was presented 
April 27 in the College of the Mainland Learning Re
sources Center Auditorium, L-131. 

The Student Activities Board sponsored the series. 
---~'fl~r~e~s=eminar-began with-a video, ·~elping the Victims 

of Domestic Abuse," that focused on the proper action to 
take if you know or suspect someone is being abused. The 
video told the story of a woman whose sister died as the 
result of domestic violence. The woman read three letters 
written by her sister during the abuse. Professionals iden
tified hints the sister gave indicating abuse and the steps 
the woman should have taken to help her sist~r. 

The most important thing people can do is ask the vic
tim what they can do to help, according to one of the speak
ers in the video, Gail Rice of the Community Advocacy 
Safe Place in Austin. They should also refer the abused 
person to the local women's crisis center. 

Crisis centers offer peer and professional counseling as 

well as a place to stay for the women and children suffer
ing from domestic abuse. 

Janice Heckman, Senior Clinician at the Family Ser
vice Center of Galveston County, spoke about some of 
the services of the center. The center has offices in both 
Texas City and Galveston and offers individual and fam
ily assessment and referrals, marital and couples therapy 
for couples without violent relationships, trauma coun
seling, referral for batterers, medications, @d parenting
and child groups. 

Heckman also spoke about how abuse affects preverbal 
children under the age of 2 and children who witness the 
abuse but are not attacked themselves. The center works 
with children on ·a developmental level, not on an age 
level. 

Also on hand to speak was Linda Telfah, Client Ser
vices Program Coordinator for the Women's Resource & 
Crisis Center of Galveston County. She gave a brief his
tory of the WRCC and stated some facts about domestic 
abuse. 

Last year 116 women in Texas were killed by domestic 
violence; four of them were from Galveston County. 

OAAC President Kym Nolley and adviser Jeanette Slaughter hold a certificate of appr®latlon the organization 
received for donating $500 to the La Marque branch of the Boys and .Girls Club. The OAAC raised the money by 
hosting a rap concert held Jan. 15 at the La Marque High School Auditorium. (Photo by Elias de la Carda Jr.) 

• 

• 
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"The victim cannot stop the abuse," Telfah said and 
encouraged the group to become involved in educating 
victims on how to stay free and alive. 

The final speak.er was Assistant Professor Judy Glaister 
of the University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston 
School of Nursing. Glaister gave a presentation about sev
eral women who are healing from childhood sexual as
sault. 

Sheinterviewed.JA..w.omen ranging.in age from 25-64 
about their abuse as children and shared with the group 
the information she had gathered. 

The average age of the women when the abuse began 
was 5.8 years and included sexual, physical, emotional 
and spiritual assault. All of the women's abusers were in 
the family structure and the abuse lasted an average of 
6.8 years. 

One survivor who wished to remain anonymous closed 
the seminar by saying, "A part of healing still needs to 
balance things off other people. You can't do it by your
self." 

For more information or to get help, call 1 (800) 799-
SAFE. 

Due to complaints 
seats may be empty 
Continued from Page 1 ----------

place to hold graduation Bardwell said. 
This year 225 students are graduating and 20 GED stu

dents will receive their certificates. These numbers h~ve 
increased from last year's. 

However, only 85 studfnts had not picked up their 
graduation tickets as of Monday, May 7. "Now that there 
are so many people upset, the seats probably won't be 
filled," Bardwell said. 

"We are having an overflow room in the convention 
center that was unplanned." Bardwell said. "In this room, 
guests will be able to view the ceremony on monitors." 
An overflow room also was set up at La Marque last year, 
but it was virtually empty. 

According to Bardwell, moving the ceremony is just 
something new being tried. With La Marque High School 
revamping their auditorium and a new president coming 
to COM next year, the ceremony may be moved back or 
moved elsewhere. 

"I think that they should reconsider this next year be
cause I know several people who will not walk due to the 
lack of tickets for their guests," Douglas said. 

• 

·' 

. 

.• 

• 

·' 



I 

• 

- - - -- - - ~ ·-··-~--·· -----

Page 12, May 2000, lolerCOM 

What's Happening 

COM professors, (from left) Carla Boone, John Buffa, Dr. Gay Reeves, Dr. David Smith, and Dr. Renate True await 
the announcement for outstanding teacher at the annual Employee Recognition Dinner at the Charles T. Doyle 
Convention Center in Texas City on April 28. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.} 

Boone named Oustanding Teacher 2000 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Staff Reporter 

Carla Boone, business education professor, was named 
College of the Mainland Outstanding Teacher of the Year 
at the annual Employee Recognition Dinner April 28 at 
the Charles T. Doyle Convention Center in Texas City. 

Other finalists for this year's award were John Buffa, 
technic.al/industrial education; Dr. Gay Reeves, nursing; 
Dr. David Smith, social science; and Dr. Renate True, sci
ence. 

The winner was announced by Vice President/Dean of 
Instruction James Templer, while fonner science profes
sor, project director for the Advancement of Process Tech
nology and last year's winner, Joanna Kile, presented 
Boone with the traditional black ceramic mermaid vase, 
filled with three red roses. 

"This is a huge honor," Boone said after being an
nounced as this year's winner. "It was honor enough just 
to be a finalist." 

Boone was nominated by COM students and faculty 
and chosen by a selection committee headed by Kile and 
comprised of studellts Zachary Hileman, Jhenna Men, 
Deidre Owens-Wagner, Jeremy Robinson and Wyndee 
Wagner. The selection committee observed the finalists 
teaching a class then conferred to make the decision. 

As part of the award, Boone received $1,500 to be used 
for her professional development and will represent COM 
as its Piper Professor nominee for fall 2(X)(). She also will 
serve as chairwoman for the Outstanding Teacher award 
next year. 

"This means a tremendous amount that the students feel 
that way about me," Boone said. " It doesn 't feel like I'm 
coming to a job because I enjoy teaching, and I'm glad 
that it comes to my students that way. 

"I would like to thank Dr. Dorothy McNutt who is the 
former chairperson for the Division of Business," Boone 
said. "She gave me my fifSt teaching opportunity and was 
a role model. I also want to thank the students for their 
belief in me, their trust and their confidence. And I would 
finally like to thank my husband and children who make 
the sacrifice of time so that I can spend so much time, at 
the school." 

Smith said: "It was an honor to be nominated, an honor 
to be one of the five finalists. It's very exciting and very 
rewarding and I appreciate that very much." Other nomi
nees could not be reached for comment. 

The Piper Professor Award was established by the 
Minnie Stevens Piper Foundation in 1958. The award, 
one of the most prestigious for educators in Texas, is pre
sented to those teachers who display outstanding schol
arly and academic achievement. 

Former child educator honored by scholarship 
By NAOMI GRIMALDO 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Child Development Lab 
School held a retirement reception for Jan Smith who re
tired Aug. 31, 1999. The reception, held in the Adminis
tration Building April 12, gave Smith's friends. colleagues 
and former·students an opportunity to wish her well. 

Smith, a fonner COM faculty member who suffered a 
stroke two years ago, was praised for her contributions as 
a proponent of early childhood education, youth sports 
and Olympic developmental programs. Texas City Mayor 
Chuck Doyle declared April 12 Jan Smith Day. 

With the help of friends and associates, a scholarship 
has been presented in Smith's name. The goal is to raise 
at least $10,000. 

"Jan Smith has been an inspirational force in the lives 
and careers of students and fellow workers," said Susan 
Plasek, COM Child Development professor. "Her tireless 
efforts helped to make the world ~ better place for chil
dren, families and child care professionals." 

., 
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At COM she helped establ~ the_ Child Development 
Lab School, a day and evening child care facility. She has 
been a leader in child advocacy for almost 30 years and 
she still remains a strong child advocate today. 

One of Smith's last projects at COM included the orga
nization of the Texas Assistance of Needy Independent 
Families Program. 

Despite her health problems Smith continues to volun
teer in the Head Start program. She also is continuing 
with speech therapy and is taking water exercise at COM. 

Smith also was an Olympic athlete who competed in 
the 1964 Olympic Speed Skating contest; she placed fourth 
in the race. 

To make a tax-deductible contribution to the Jan Smith 
Scholarship Fund, make checks payable to the College of 
the Mainland Foundation, and send it to COM Founda.: 
tion, Jan Smith Scholarship Fund, 1200 Amburn Road, 
Room 159, Texas City, TX 77591. 

For more information call Mary Ann Amelang Foun
dation director at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, 
Ext. 557. 

• 
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People Speak Out 
By loterCOM Editors and Staff 
Pllotos by Michael Navarro 

In November 6'.'year--old Eli3.n Gondelz was 
found off the coast of Florida hanging on to an 
innenube. Gonzaetz was left in lhe care of his Mi
ami relatives. After months of court proceedings. 
the U.S. Government ordered that Eli in 's relatives 
return him to his father. When the relatives refused, 
armed federal agents stormed their house and took 
the litUc boy by force. 

lnterCOM asked the question: How do you feel 
about the way the government handled-the retrieval 
of Elian Gonzalez? 

Miraodll Clark: I think 
they made a big deal out 
of nothing. There is pov
erty in America and they 
Should focus on issues 
involving America. 

Brian Colbert: I think 
they had to do what they 
bad to do. They had no 
choice. I believe Ibey 
did the right thing. 

Leonard J;;pps: I feel 
they did the right thing 
because they gave the 
family months to gel 
Elian. I dido 't agree 
with the amount of fora, 
they nsed, but they did 
what they had to. 

JenniCer Durr: They 
should allow kim to pick 
where he wants to live. 
1'be child's happ/ness 
comes first. 

• 

Stevo Rodriguez: l 
think it's unfortunate the 
way Eliin's distant rela
tives forc.ed the govern .. 
ment into their actions, 
but they had tQ do it. 

Crystal Wainwright: 
The government did not 
act in the best interest of 
the child, but they did 
what they bad to do. 

Monique Cbargob: 
That could ruin him for 
the re&t of bfs life. I 
think they should have 
let ~im go strai_ght to his 
dad instead of with his 
other relatives. 

Johoo1 Mmrls: They 
used toomnch foroe, too 
many weapons, bttt he 
needs to be with his fa;. 
ther. 
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COM students 
fly 'vomit comet' 
By ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Assist.ant Editor 

An asteroid the size of Texas is heading toward a colli
sion with Eartli. Teams of astronauts fly out to intercept 
and destroy it. Should their mission fail, all life on Earth 
would be extinguished. 

These are just scenes from the movie Armageddon, but 
according to CNN, in 1989 an asteroid a quarter mile wide 
missed the Earth by just 400,000 miles. 

While NASA's Reduced Gravity Program may not pre
pare scientists to avert such catastrophic events, it does 
present the opportunity for college students to work and 
learn about the behavior of science in near zero gravity 
conditions. 

The Texas Community College Reduced Gravity Stu
dent Campaign 2000 provides students with a unique edu
cational experience, which involves students in research 
areas of interest to NASA and increases the public aware
Ress of the space agency's educational, research and out
reach opportunities. 

See COM mkrobiology Page 8 

COM student Mandy THta (ce""") performs ..-iv. exercloea aboard NASA's KC•135A. The exercloea were 
conduoled to mauure the resistance and tmpect provtded by the device tor UN In space. She is u1l1ted by 
NASA's Beth ~rd (right) while Carol Grunlald photographs the event. (NASA photo) 

Graduating students unhappy with number of tickets available 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

A major concern of the COM graduating class of 2000 
is that each graduate is being given only four tickets for 
guests. ,The ceremony has been moved from the La Marque 
High School Auditorium, where it has been held for sev
eral years, to the Doyle Convention Center in Texas City. 

''This graduation and degree is very important to me as 
an older adult, and I have lots of friends and family who 
would love to attend but can't due to the ticket limit," 
said Verna Douglas, a 41-year-old COM student who is 

graduating with an associate of applied sciences degree 
in criminal justice. "If you have family coming from out 
of town it 's not fair that they have to watch you receive 
your diploma on a TV monitor." 

The ceremony has been moved for a number of rea
sons, said Connie Bardwell, secretary to the Advisement 
Center, whose office has been flooded with complaints 
about the restricted number of tickets. 

One reason for the move is that last year there were 
audio problems, Bardwell said. The audio system was bro
ken and the alternate system that was rigged up was not 
very accOmmodating. The speakers couldn't be heard by 

the audience. Also many of the seats were broken. These 
problems have not been fixed, Bardwell said. Another 
reason for relocating the ceremony is that President Larry 
L. Stanley wanted it moved. 

When graduation was held at La Marque High School, 
graduates were not limited to the number of tickets they 
could have for the ceremony. 

"If we bad limited the seats at La Marque, it would 
have been six seats per student," Bardwell said. ''The stu:.. 
dents just need to get the number four out of.their heads." 

In order to fix this situation, the college needs a bigger 
See Due Page 11 

InterCOM editor, former editor win three TIPA awards 

lnterCOM Assistant Editor Elias de la Cerda Jr. and 
former Managing Editor Patricia Hill view their award 
winning newspapers. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

' 

By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland student publication, 
InterCOM, received three awards in the 1999 Texas Jn. 
tercollegiate Press Association competition. The awards 
were announced April 14 in Waco at Baylor University. 

lnterCOM Assistant Editor Elias de la Cerda Jr. won 
second place for designing his picture page featured in 
the November issue, while fonne)! Managing Editor 
Patricia Hill won two Honorable Mention awards for her 
page layouts of a sports page and an opinion page. 

"It came easy to me because it involved working with 
my two favorite things, photography and kids." de la Cerda 
said about the photos he took for his picture page. 

Hill also won for what she likes doing best. "Although 
I enjoy all aspects of working on the paper, I'm glad I 
w6n for layout because that is what I enjoy the most." 

Each December lnterCOM adviser Astrid H. Lowery, 

' 

• 
with the help of staff members, selects several news, fea-
ture and sports stories as well as cartoons;pictures, head
lines and layouts to enter in the Newspaper Division 3 
category of the TIPA contest. The entries are judged by 
professional journalists from daily newspapers with cir
culations of 40,000 to 50,000 subscribers. TIPA Execu
tive Director Jeff Henderson oversees the contest each 
year and ~lects the judges. 

Other Division 3 schools include Tarleton State Uni
versity, Stephenville; Kilgore College;Angelo State Uni
versity, San Angelo; Lee College, Baytown; University 
of Dallas; and University of Houston-Clear Lake. Divi
sion 3 schools have 3,000 to 7,499 credit students.At the 
time of entry COM had 3,200 credit students. 

The awards are nothing new to the lnterCOM staff who 
won nine awards in last year's competition, more awards 
than any other lnterCOM staff has ever received. 
InterCOM has won· 34 TIPA awards since Lowery began 
entering the paper in competition December 1987. 
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