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What's Happening 

COM Arana Theatre Costumer, Landis York, works on one of the costumes 1or the musical A Funny Thing Hap. 
pened on the Way to the Forum. The play opens July 27 and runs through Aug. 20. President Larry L Stanley will 
direct vocals, Jack Westin wHI direct the musical and Mark.Adams will play Pseudolua. A spacial performance on 
July 26 will benefit an endowed scholarship In Stanley's name. · (Photo by Michael Navarro} 

Musical features array of directors 
By MICHELLE FlCHERA 
Assistant Editor 

A funny thing is happening this summer with the Col
lege of the Mainland theater department's summer musi
cal A Funny Thing Happened On the Way to the Forum. 
This year, not only will Mark Adams, director of the Arena 
Theatre, be playing the role of Pseudolus, but President 
Larry L. Stanley will be doing the vocal direction as Jack 
Westin, COM Theatre Programs director, directs the sum· 
mer musical. 

To add to the excitement, music Professor Sparky 
Koerner will be conducting a 10-piece orchestra, and 
Andree Newport, the first recipient of the Pat Darde The
atre Scholarship and a COM theater graduate, will be cho--
reographing the show. ., 

"Doing the vocal direction for the musical this summer 
is nostalgic," Stanley said. "l hired Jack Westin to direct 
Forum when l was directing music, and no_w he has asked 
me to direct music while he is directing Forum. We have 
a very energetic group of actors, singers and dancers, and 
it looks to be a lot of fun." 

A permanent scholarship is being established in 
Stanley's name by the COM Foundation. 

The COM Foundation is sponsoring a special perfor· 
mance of the show July 26 to raise money for the Stanley 
scholarship. Forum will officially open July 27 and run 
through Aug. 20. Call (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-
8859 Ext. 345 for tickets. 

Thf musical is the hila~ous tale of Pseudolus, the lazi· 

est slave in Rome, whose only wish is to buy his freedom. 
When his master and mistress leave for the day, he finds 
out that his young master, Hero, has fallen in love with 
Philia, a virgin in the house of Lycus, who is a slave dealer 
specializing in beautiful women. Pseudolus arranges a deal 
in which he will be freed if he can arrange a meeting be· 
tween Hero and Ph ilia. Of course, it can't be that simple, 
and everything begins to go wrong. 

Adams joins a cast of COM veterans and some new· 
comers to make the play a success. Joey Milillo, who 
played in Mister Roberts and Anything Goes, returns to 
the Arena Theatre as Hero. Senex will be played by Sid 
Addis, who has performed in The Grapes of Wrath and 
You Can't Take It With You. Kayleen Clements,-a new. 
comer from the University of St. Thomas in Houston, joins 
them as Dominia, while Bryan Myers, as Hysterium, rec. 
reates the role he played in the original COM production. 

Also in the cast is K. Ball Withers as Erronius, Kevin 
Daughtry as Miles Gloriosus and Tommy Townsend as 
Lycus. Cori Simpkins will play Tintinabula, while Misty 
Albrecht is Panacea and Kisha Blanton and Julie Dispensa 
will pliay Geminae #1 and #2, respectively. · 

Lynn McBray~r ,will portray Vibrata in the COM pro
duction; Amy Olfers is Gymnasia and Eliz.abeth Townsend 
is Philia. Prote~ #1 will be Jeffrey Johnstone, who will 
also be the understudy to Bryan Myers, and Michael Hanby 
will be Protean #2. 

A Funny Thing Happened On the Way to the Forum 
brings humor into lbe theater and lets Stanley end his COM 
tenure with a flourish. 

Summer II registration will be July 6 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

On·campus registration for the 2000 Summer II semes· 
ter at College of the Mainland will be held July 6 in the 
lobby of the Administration Building. 

"We are aiming for the major semesters and Summer I 
registration to be in the Gym," said thennal technology 
Professor Larry Griffith, who spearheads the registration 
process. However, the Summer II registration is not be· 
ing held in the gym because according to Griffith, there 
are too few professors teaching during Summer II, and 
traditionally too few students enroll to spend two days 

., 

setting up the Gym for registration. Summer I finals also 
are that week and the Gym will be U1 use. 

Late registration for Summer II begins the first week of 
the second session. On Monday, July 10, late registration 
will be held in the Administration Building lobby. After 
July 10 studen~s may register late by phone at ( 409) 935-
8900. Students registering late who have TASP holds 
should first speak to advisers Kelly Musick or Dr. Bill 
Spillar whose offices are in the Administration Building. 

As of June 28, more than 470 students had registered 
for Summer II compared to last year's total of 882. Due to 
COM's continuous registration process, more than 169 
students have already registered for the fall semester. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T 

.~ fl!IS HullJ 110811 
' .. . ' Seehge.J 

July 
2000 

TIPA Award-winner 

A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

Admissions Office 
under construction 
By MICHELLE GLENN 
Staff Reporter 

. During the tedious time of the Summer I registration, 
you may have noticed Iha( the College of the Mainland 
Admissions Office had been replaced with inactivity and 
maintenance workers. Did you think you were in some 
kind of parallel universe? Don't worry, you weren't go· 
ing crazy. 

The Admissions Office is undergoing a remodeling pro· 
cess initiated last fall and expected to be completed in 
August. 

Due to remodeling. the office has beenJemporarily re· 
l(?catcd to the Administration Building, Room A· l27. 
Signs lead the way to the temporary office-where students 
can be found filling out applications, getting transcripts 
sent and registering. Onlookers may view the temporary 
office as crowded, uncomfortable and busy, but looks can 
be deceiving. 

Conimenting on the temporary situation of the Admis-

r,------ See Renovated Page S 

COM student Kristi Strange (standing) registers with Chris Rushing in the temporary Admissions Offlce located 
tn-Ule t IISNI r 111 ... llclln.g. Room A•127. TM offlce hM been Nlocahtcl. tor tM aummer wbffe renovations are 
made to the original office. Renovation, are scheduled to be comploted In August. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 

Grievance process available to unhappy students 
By JENNIFER WEST 
Assistant Editor 

Since the beginning of time, students and teachers have 
had conflicts with one another. At College of the Main
land, students with a complaint can file a grievance against 
a faculty or staff member, or another student. 

The first step in the grievance process is to consult the 
college ombudsman who will listen and help the student 
define the problem. The complaints should be written oul 
on a form available from the ombudsman. 

COM ombudsman, Dr. Bill Spillar, associate dean of 
Instructional and Student Support, will handle the griev· 

President Larry L Stanley will be directing vQCals In 
the COM summer musical A Funny Thing Hap,,.m,d 
on the Way to the Forum. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 
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ance and try to resolve the issue at the first level. 
"We try to get the grievances solved at the informal 

level," Spillar said. 
Next he consults the individual against whom the griev· 

ance is filed. The ombudsman listens to his or her side, 
and based on information from both sides, makes a deci· 
sion about the appropriate course of action. 

If the decision is not satisfactory to the complainant, 
·the matter is then taken to the appropriate dean, either 
Pam Davenport, dean of Student Affairs, or James 
Templer, dean of Instruction. 

If the issue is not resolved by a dean, it goes to an ap-
peals committee which consists of two staff members, two 

faculty members and two students. The committee hears 
both sides of the complaint and makes its decision. If the 
decision is still not satisfactory to the complainant, he or 
she can make an appeal to the college president. 

If the party is-not satisfied with the president's deci· 
sion, a hearing by the COM Board of Trustees will take 
place and thCy will take the appropriate action. 

"Most grievances don'! go past the first couple.steps," 
Spillar said. "Very rarely do grievances go to the pres~
dent or the Board." 

Students with questions about the grievances process 
should consult Spillar at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 215. 

Benefit staged for Stanley scholarship 
By MICHELLE GLENN 
Staff Reporter 

"A good thing is happening on the way to the forum-
a new endowed scholarship," announced a recent Col· 
lege of the Mainland news release. 

A benefit perfonnance of A Funny Thing Happen_ed on 
the Way to the Forum will be presented by the COM Faun· 
dation and the COM Arena Theatre on July 26 to endow 
the Larry L. Stanley Scholarship. 

In order to aid the fund·raising effort, President Stanley 
allowed use of his name to supply a permanent scholar
ship at COM. "lam just honored the Foundation has cho
sen my name," he said. "I hope we are successful." 

Mary Ann Amelang, COM Foundation exc_cutive di
rector, said the evening will be twice the honor for the 
retiring president because he is the honoree of the event 
as well as the vocal director for the musical. 

About being vocal director Stanley said: "It's some-

thing I used to do. I hired ]vfr. (Jack) Westin (COM The· 
atre Programs director) t~ mrect Forum when I was di· 
recting music." 

Amelang said, "Coordinating this fund.raising effort 
with musical theate.r seems like a fitting tribute to some· 
one who has already done much to advance the educa
tion of others." 

Stanley earned his master of arts in music from Sam 
Houston State University in Huntsville and his bachelor 
of arts in music from Baylor UniveI'Sity in Waco. For 35 
years Stanley has been an administrator and a teacher. 
Before becoming president of COM in 1983, he was chair· 
man of the Division of Arts and Humanities, a teacher of 
music and voice, and director of musicals at the college. 

To buy tickets to the benefit, contact the Foundation 
office at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext 508. 
Donations on behalf of the scholarship may be sent to the 
COM Foundation at 1200 Ampurn Road, Room A-159, 
Texas City, TX 77591.. 
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Editorials/News 

co118Qe of the Mainland and the Bay Area Trlathlates co-hosted t~e seventh annual COM-BAT triathlon at COM 
on May 20. More than 300 participants swam 300 yards, raced bicycles 15 miles and ran three miles to raise 
$4,2~ for COM scholarships and for the Leukemia Society of America. The top male, Vince Dietsch, finished 
with a time of 0:56:33 and the top female, Ann Smith, finished at 1 :02:10. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Brother's graduation sparks ray of hope 

The first weekend in May, my older brother graduated 
from college. As I sat through the ceremony it really 
made me st~rt to think. 

Until that point I had nothing motivating me to finish 
college. I didn't want to do it for myself. I didn't want to 
do it for my parents. I just didn't want to do it, period. 
To me school was a joke. It was something that I could 
live without. Or so I thought. 

l;ie next day I had a six-hour drive home duririg 
Which I occupied my time weighing my options. I could 
continue working and eventually work my way up in the 
world, or l could go to college, obtain a degree and get a · 
job that would start me off making double what I was 
making in May. Then I thought about my family. 

I thought about my brother, Joe. 
At 22, he now has an accounting degree, and will 

probably be making more money by the time he reaches 
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30 than most people who have worked for 20 years. I 
thought about my dad, who 20 years earlier, had gotten 
the job he has now only because he had a college degree. 

Finally, I thought about my mom. 
MY mom didn't go to college right away. At 18, she 

married my dad, had my brother at 22, and three years 
later I was born. My mom stayed home with Joe and me 
until I was 4, and then she decided to go back to college. 
It was a hard struggle, raising a family and going to 
schpol. but finally.jive years later my mom graduated 
and has been tcachil1g evef sin CC. I couldn't picture 
myself ra·ising a family and going to school at the same 
time. I was barely managing going to school and 
working: 

The more I thought about my family, the more I, 
realized that by quitting school I would not only be 
putting myself at a disadvantage (or my future, but I 
would be disappointing all the people who have helped 
me get to where I am today: my dad, who worked his 
way through college so he could provide for his family; 
my ~om, who only went back to.school so that one day 
she w:ould be able to help provide us with whatever we 
needed; and even my brother, who through hard work 
and determination, has shown me that staying in school 
is worth the effort. 

That Sunday afternoon, somewhere between Abilene 
and La Marque, I decided that, not only was I going to 
stay in school, but I was going to graduate with a degree 
in communications, specializing in public relarions. 
Until that time I had not decided what my major was 
going to be, but for some reason on that wann, sunny 
afternoon it became clear. 

I would finish college. I would gel my degree. I would 
one day sit through my own graduation and the same 
proud feeling that Joe and the other 149 graduates had 
felt would flutter in my stomach and tickle my toes. I 
would make, not only myself, but the rest of my family 
as proud of me as they were on that day in May when we 
watched my brother and his classmates receive their 
diplomas and enter the world of college graduates. 

As I look back on that day, I find it hard to believe that 
I could even consider quitting school. In two months I 
have found more motivation than any other time before. 

Every day, from the minute I wake up until the minute 
I go to sleep, I convince myself that I have made the 
right choice. Even as I write this, I know that I will end 
up ahead of the crowd. 

There are days when I get down on school, but I 
remember my family and the struggles they went 
through. Then l shut up, smile and remind mys'elf of the 
feeling that overcame me at Joe's graduation and my 
vow to have my dream become reality. 

Presidential candidates 
lack basic intelligence 

Our governor is an idiot. 
I was absolutely furious when I read an article in the 

Houston Chronicle (Sunday, June 18) in which our 
governor-George W. Bush-was asked if alleged railway 
killer Angel Maturino Resendiz (aka Rafael Resendiz 
Ramirez) would be tried outside of Texas for murder. 
His response was: "I don't know that issue. I'm sorry. I 
need to look into that." And then he even had the nerve 
to criticize the reporter for m>t identifying Resendiz by 
his new name. 

That is unbelievable! 
Show me anyone in Texas who doesn't know who 

Resendiz is. Yes, his name did change, but his new name 
was widely publicized in newspapers and on television. 

The families of his victims and alleged victims should 
be outraged. Resendiz was convicted of murdering a 
Houston doctor, Claudia Benton. He also confessed to 
the murder ot"a Weimar couple. 

And Bush is running for president? Is there another 
candidate?-

Yeah, but he's not much better. 
Democratic vice president-Al Gore. 
Gore, his wife Tipper and other senate socialite wives, 

created a stir in the '80s when they set out to censor 
.mu.sic0they iound obscene and,offew;iv.ei· Basi€ally.;ca.::::: 
bunch ofbored housewives got together and set out to 
get rid of all foul-mouthed, bad-attitude musicians. They 
wanted to put an advisory label on albums that had 
profane language and obscene material. 

That didn't sit too well with musicians who thought 
that censorship interfered with their free speech rights. 

Well;the wives got their parental advisory lyric labels. 
Just check to see how many albums on the Billboard 
music charts today have that label on them. 

If you look on the election websites of both candi
dates: georgewbush.com and algore2(X)().com, you_ will 
see that both promise tax breaks for the middle class and 
health care reform. One of Al Gore's top issues is to stop 
the obtainment of social security numbers from the 
Internet. Don't get me wrong, l'm all for security on the 
'net, but a tax break for the middle class is more 
important to some and long overdue. Take a guess which 
will happen first if Gore wins. 

So who is the lesser of the two evils? 
After reading the ·article about Bush, I was so mad T 

decided to e-mail him and give him a piece of my mind. 
I reprimanded Bush for being so ignorant and told him 
he lost my vote. My mom was worried that I would 
suffer repercussiqns, but I have the right to free speech, 
so I used that right. 

In giving Bush a piece of my mind, I ended the e-mail 
with the same sentence that I will end this editorial with. 

Lord, help us if anymore ignorant people get elected 

office. · 

InterCOM goes online 
Beginning with the summer issue, the 

lnterCOM will publish an online edition at 
<http:/ /ho me town. ao 1. com/interco mnews/ 
InterCOMnewsindex.html>. 

The issue as well as links and picture gal
leries related to the articles will be posted. 
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Summer 2000 InterCOM·staff 

The summer 2000 lnterCOM staff members are (from bottom up) Tanya Jarkesy, Michelle Glenn, Matt 
Tasler, Assistant Editor Jennifer West. Managing Editor Michael· Navarro,Assistant Editor Michelle Fichera 
and Online Editor Elias de la Cerda Jr. Christine M. Levlge Is not pictured. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

COM to host summer sporting events 
-itrMM'TTAStER' ·4 ,-."+~~,-,..=-,--o+. 'c.,= ,~ 

Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland is hosting many different 
sports-related activities for students, faculty and staff, as 
well as community members. 

The University of Houston main campus will sponsor a 
volleyball camp hosted by the women's volleyball coach 
and some former college players that will be held at COM 
July 17 through July 2L · 

Session A, f0r students entering sixth, seventh or eighth 
grade, is scheduled for 8:30-11:30 a.m. Session B, for high 
school students, runs from 1-4 p.m. The cost is $110 per 
person. Enrollment is limited to 45 participants a session. 

There is no deadline for applying, but since enrollment 
is limited, early sign up is encouraged. For more informa
tion call (713) 743-9474. 

An Introduction to Golf workshop will be held on 
Wednesday, July 19, in Room P-149 of the Gym. The 
workshop costs $5 per person and the deadline to register -
is Friday, July 14. 

COM will hosr a Moonlight Madness Fun Run/Walk 
on Friday, July 28, at 9 p.m. The cost is $15 per person 
and competitors must sign up by Friday, July 21. 

A Table Tennis Tournament will be held in the COM 
Gym Tuesday, Aug. 1, at 6:30 p.fll. The event is free to 
credit students and costs $4 for all others. All must sign 
up by Thursday, July 27. 

COM will host open Volleyball Nights in the COM 
Gym on Aug, 1, 8 and 15. These Tuesday night games 
run from 7-9:30. The event is free to credit students and 
costs $3 for all others. 

A Weeknight Racquetball Tournament will be held at 
COM on Monday, Aug. 7, and Tuesday, Aug. 8, from 6-
10 p.m. The cost is $14 per person and the deadline to 
register is Monday, July 31. 

The weight room is open Monday through Friday, 7:30 
to 9 a.m., 10:30 to 5:45 p.m. and 7:30-9 p.m. The free 
weight rooffi is open Monday through Friday, 7:30-9 a.m. 
and 1-9 p.m. 

For more information, call the Gym front desk at (409) 
938-1211, or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 422. 

Graduation tickets still limited to four 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Assistant Editor 

At the end of the spring semester many College of the 
Mainland students were In the middle of a controversy 
when the location of the graduation ceremony was 
changed to the Doyle Convention Center in Texas City 
after being hCld at the La Marque High School Audito
rium for several years. 

The ceremony was Friday, May 12 at 7:30 p.m. 
The major concern was -that each gratl.uate was given 

only four tickets for family members and friends to at
tend the ceremony. Many of the graduates were disap
pointed to learn that they could have only four tickets. 
When the ceremony was held at La Marque High School, 
tickets were not i~ued. 

"After all the controversy about seating, everything 

• 

._ 

turned out really nice," said Connie Bardwell, secretary 
to the Advisement Center. 

At 7 p.m. everyone was allowed into the hall, whether, 
they had a ticket or not. Because seating was limited, 
many people had to stand. An overflow room was avail
able with monitors to watch the ceremony; however, only 
about 10 people were in the room, mainly those with cry
ing children. 

"I've had more positive feedback about this gradua
tion than any of the three graduations I've done before," 
Bardwell said. 

Next year's ceremony will again be held at the Doyle 
Convention Center. However, for next year's graduation 
the entire facility has been rented, so the overflow room 
will be able to seat between 300 .ind 400 peo'ple. They 
will see the ceremony on a television monitor. 

Tickets are estimated-to remain at four per graduate. 
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Wrestling craze 
takes nation by storm 

Has anyone ever called you a jabroni? How about a. 
roody poo? Well, if you didn't know what they were say
ing to you, it's wrestling lingo. 

Wrestling is a craze that's quickly sweeping across the 
nation. Wrestling tickets hit the box office and sell out 
within minutes. Tell me you haven't seen people walking 
around wherever you go wearing black wrestling T-shirts 
with catch phrases such as "Austin 3:16," "Pimpin' ain't 
easy" and "Layeth the smacketh down" on them. 

Of course, wrestling is not new, but young superstars 
such as the Rock are emerging and taking over the ring. 

Forget the old men in wild colored trunks and bring on 
the sweaty, muscular hotties. They're an awesome .hook. 
Even I will admit they are one of the reasons I watch it. 
Don't worry men, they haven't forgotten about you. Su
perstars like Chyna, the Kat and Terry still parade around 
the ring innocently distracting the referee and acciden
tally losing articles of clothing. Why do the refs fall for 
that every time? Beware though, not all the women are 
worth watching. I'm sure the aged Mae Young probably 
grossed a few people out with her pay-per-view puppy 
display in the beauty contest a few months ago. 

Wrestling isn't all fake either. Mick Foley can attest to 
that. If you tell the die-hard wrestling fans that wrestling 
is fake they just might copy Rakishi's finishing move and 
rub their big nasty butts in.your face. So, I wouldn't rec
ommend doing t!Jat. 

Even if it were all fake, it would still be hilarious. I'm 
sorry, but you have to laugh at two grown men who claim 
they weigh more than 800 pounds just because they carry 
a scale around with them everywhere they go. 

The story lines are wonderful, too. You can't beat the 
teaming of the sumo-style Rakishi with the two w.anna-be 
cool guys. The crowd loves it. In fact, Too Cool is one of 
the most popular tag teams around 

4 
these days, and the 

crowd will not let them exit the ring Unless Scottie 2 Hottie 
and Grandmaster Sexay do their hip little dance. 

The catch phrases that wrestlers use are probably more 
memorable than anything you have heard before in your 
life and that's the bottom line "cuz Stone Cold said so." 

The announcers also add a lot to the show. You just can't 
resist smiling and laughing when you hear one of the WWF 
announcers, J.R., mention the words slobberknocker and 
carnage over and over and over again throughout the show. 
The other WWF announcer, King, is full of corny jokes 
and always cheers for the bad guys, unlike J.R. who al
ways cheers for the good guys. Because they are oppo
sites, the two have comic appeal. 

Each conclusion of a wrestling show makes the viewer 
want to see the next show, which like a soap opera, can be 
very addicting. 

Where else but in wrestling would yo,u hear people 
screaming for finishing moves such as the worm, the 
stinkface or the pedigree? 

People call wrestling a beer-drinking, redneck display 
of nonsense, but in actuality many people watch wres
tling. Men, women, children of all types tune into 
Smackdown and other wrestling shows every week, as can 
be proven by rating charts and ticket purchases. 

In fact, the reasons people are drawn to wrestling make 
sense. Wrestling is simply a: televised version of the power, 
conflict, love, sex and absurdity of the world we live in. 
It's not all bad either. Multiculturalism, morals and friend
ship are just as much a part of wrestling as the next show. 
It's true; it's true. Ask the Olympic hero Kurt Angle about 
his three I's: Intensity, Integrity and Intelligence. 

So the next time you see wrestling on television, give it 
a chance before you bash it. Know your role and shut your 
mouth if you smmmeeeeelllll what the Rock is cooking. 
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Campus Life 

The SuperStart students visit R. J . Wollam Elementary School in Santa Fe. SuperStart members are (back from 
left) Jess Ollve {coordinator), Mark Reikert, Alicia Henderson, Kanesha Butler, Grant Gonsoulin, Hao Lui; (front 
from left) Tran Nguyen, Melanie Bahr, Leah Calhoun and Jackie McMahon. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 

SuperStart offered to high school students 
By MICHELLE GLENN 
Staff Reporter 

People may not be aware that since 1985 College of 
the Mainland has offered a program for high school stu
dents who have completed their junior or senior years. 

The summer program, SuperStart, is available to stu
dents who have met at least one of the following require
ments: a top 25 percent ranking in their class; being rec
ognized as a Texas Scholar; passing every course of the 
Texas State Recommended Curriculum; or a score of 24 
or more on the ACT or an SAT score of 1070 or higher. 

Texas Scholars are students following the Texas Coor
dinating Board Recommended Curriculum and making a 
C or better in every class. Texas City and La Marque are·· 
the only school districts with the Texas Scholar program. 

Students who are selected for the SuperStart Program 
receive a scholarship that covers tuition, books and field 
trip expenses. SuperStart students are allowed to take 
transferable college level courses such as algebra, English, 
biology, chemistry or U.S. history. In addition, students 

are allowed to take another course at their own expense. 
Jess Olive, a retired chemical engineer has been head 

of the SuperStart Program for 13 years. 
Morning se,sions of SuperStart an, d°""ttd to clw, 

while afternoon sessions are set aside for such things as 
"career-oriented trips, career-related presentations, career 
skills discovery and recreation." Students in SuperStart 
are introduced to careers in aerospa~, journalism, law, 
research, medicine and many others. 

Olive said the career-oriented activities "give students 
direct infonnation on many career choices and help them 
make better decisions concerning their education." 

Olive said that be would "like to see the career activi· 
ties be made into a credit course and have a local indus· 
try/business employ the students in their off hours." 

Currently, 35 students are enrolled in SuperStart; 13 
are 12th graders and 22 are 11th graders. 

lnfonnation about the SuperStart Program is available 
through high school counselors or through Olive, the COM 
SuperStart coordinator, at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 267. 

Cosmetology program serves public 
. ByTANYAJARKESY 

Staff Reporter 

A career in cosmetology provides opportunities for 
unique personalities. 

Some cosmetologists want to own their own salons or 
work in Hollywood to doll up the movie stars. Others have 
different _ aspirations. 

College of the Mainland offers a cosmetologypr<?gram, 
which takes approximately nine months to one year to 
complete. The requirements include six different courses 
over three semesters and concurrent participation in 1,500 
hours of hands-on experience for the Texas State Board. 

"With a cosmetology degree yoii can do so many 
things," said Heather Young, a cosmetology student. "l 
want to be a mortician." This is a unique career path, one 
that probably few people choose as their life's calling. 
Young's uncle has been a mortician since she was a little 
girl; as a result, she is comfortable with this line of work. 

Erin Craft, another cosmetology Student, said, "I want 

to own my own salon and cafe in one." She added that 
she would provide hors d 'oeuvres for her customers. 

Professor Connie Foster, one of the founders of the cos
metology program at COM, has been involved with this 
program for more than 12 years. 1.)le five other profes· 
sors in the program are Kim Adams, Elaine Baker, Ellen 
Johnson, Katherine Kyle and Malinda Mathis. 

The COM cosmetology program offers a full tine of 
services available to the public. Anyone can make an ap
pointment to take adVantage of the reasonable prices. The 
students do the work, but they are closely supervised by 
the professors. A haircut is $5; a manicure is $4. High· 
lights are $20. 

The cosmetology building is located across from the 
front entrance of the COM c~mpus, next to the Depart· 
ment of Public Safety office. Salon services are available 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, 9:45 a.m.·11:45 
a.m. and 1 :p.m.-4 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday nights, 
5:45-8 p.m. For an appointment call (409) 938-1211 or 1 
(888) 258-88~9, Ext. 480 or call (409) 938-8607. 

• 

• 

Astros pay big price 
for not paying stars 

The Astros need to join the 21st century if they plan to 
contend for the divisiOn title in the near future. WP.ile di
vision rivals St. Louis Cardinals and Cincinnati Reds.were 
improving their rosters, the Astros seemed to be headed 
in the opposite direction. 

In the off.season, the Cardinals improved their pitch
ing_staff by acquiring ex-Astro Danyl Kile, as well as Pat 
Hentgen. The Cardinals traded for Jim Edmonds to add 
more pun~h to a lineup that already included home-run 
king Marte McGwire, J.D. Drew and Fernando Tatis. The 
Reds pulled off the blockbuster of the winter by trading 
Ken Griffey Jr. to team up with Barry Larkin. 

While the Astros' rivals wer~ gearing up to fight for 
division supremacy, Houston was pulling punches. To 
avoid paying their players market value, theAstros traded 
Carl Everett, Derek Bell and Mike Hampton after the 1999 
season. Astros' management claims that by trading play
ers in the final year of their contracts the Astros get some
thing in return. 

By making trades over the past few years to acquire 
Randy Johnson and MoisesAlou, theAstros have little in 
reserve in the minor leagues to replace the major league 
players. 

The Astros have lost their top starting pitcher after each 
of the past three seasons, losing Kile in 1997, Johnson in 
1998 and Hampton in 1999 . .When lhoy;traded-mi-. , 
nor league prospects for Johnson in 1998, he was in the 
last year of his contract. Johnson signed with the Arizona 
Diamondbacks as a free agent after the 1998 season. 

While other teams have payrolls approaching $100 mil
lion, the Astros just can't compete when they spend only 
$51.3 million. 

A few years back, the Los Angeles Dodgers made 
pitcher Kevin Brown the first "$100 million man," sign
ing htm to a contract worth $105 million over seven years, 
which makes his salary $15.7 million this year. 

Since Brown signed his contract, the average salary for 
players ha5 increased immensely. Randy Johnsoft signed 
a four-year deal with Arizona worth $53.4 million in 1998. 
Johnson's contract pays him $13.4 niillion this year. 

The average salary for an Astros.player is $1.9 million 
a year. Craig Biggio is the highest paid Astra at $6.75 
million for this year, yet he ranks only 51st on the list of 
highest paid players. 

Everyone thought that with the opening of Enron Field, 
the Astros' new retractable roof stadium, the Astros would 
be able to pay their stars well and Houston would finally 
get a winner. This has not been the case. Even with the 
prospects of improved revenue, management decided to 
keep the budget roughly the same for this season. 

At some point, theAstros must decide to pay their play· 
ers market value or they will risk becoming a farm team, 
a team that does nothing but develop playei:s for the rest 
of the league. Not paying their players at the going rate 
has proven to be a mistake since many of the players the 
Astros have traded away over the years have gone on to 
have success in other cities. As a result, it seems like any
time I tum on a baseball game I'm thinking, "There's an· 
other fonner Astro." 

• 

--
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InterCOM staff stars 
in college commercial 
By INTERCOM EDITORS AND STAFF 

The lnterCOM summer 2000 staff goes Hollywood! 
Jlell, perhaps not that big, but we are in a commercial for 
College of the Mainland. The commercial, being produced 
by Time Warner Cable, was shot Wednesday, June 14. 
Toe theme of the commercial was "Looking Toward a 
Bright Future." 

The students involved got their "15 minutes of fame." 
The commercial shoot took place ·on a warm, windy 

day and began at the COM sign in front of Lake Eckert. 
But before we could begin shooting, everyone had to sign 
a release form saying that it was OK to use our faces on 
the commercial. Then the shoot began. 

The first scene was of a group of students walking by 
the COM sign. Some had books, some didn't, but every
one had sunglasses. It was kil).d of funny because we had 
to wear the ugliest sunglasses in the world, the huge ones 
with fluorescent colored ear pieces. These glasses were 
chosen to illustrate the theme of the commercial. 

Some of the students became tired because they were 
told to carry on a conversalfon while walking past the 
sign about 30 times. The others were laughing because 
the group being taped looked rather -silly walking back 
and forth in front of the sign. 

We talked about how some of us didn't really know 
one another but were acting like best friends on camera. 
This was pointed out to us by a man we called Chen be
cause there was confusion as to whether his name ,was· 
Chuck or Ken. 

After that shol, the crew asked a second group of stu
dents to sit on or around the sign while they filmed them. 
A few members of the lnterCOM staff joked about being 
losers because they hadn't been used in a shot yet, but 
they were used in the third shot. 

Thc.lbu:ICOM staff1mem.beiLwoJe ex.Jiied .1t1 be--able 
to participate in the filming of the video. Of course, 
Michelle Fichera could not stand behind the COM land
mark sign near the shore of Lake Eckert because she is 
only 4 feet 10 inches tall. So they made Michelle Glenn 
stand behind the sign because she is 5 feet 7 inches tall. 

The third shot had only members of the lnterCOM staff 
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Members ol.llNJ lntorCOM stall strike a pose on the COM landmark sign during 11M recent filming of a college 
commercial. Staff members are {from left) Jennifer Weat1 Tanya Jarkesy, Michael Navarro, Michelle Fichera, 
Michelle Glenn and Matt Tasler. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

sitting on the sign, at first grouped together having a con
, versation, then spread out with close.ups of our faces. 
After that they said for us to' "walk like they did on The 
Breakfast Club," meaning to walk like an Egyptian across 
the narrow piece of c~mcrete they call a sign. One par
ticular editor almost fell off a couple of times, While one 
assistant editor was called a "natural actress" who "looks 
like Holly Hunter." 

The last scene we shot involved sitting in a computer 
classroom pretending to listen to a teacher lecture about 
technology. The teacher, Janet Wortman, was supposed 
to look like she was talking about computer graphics. She . 
improvised with what she thought was relevant to the sub
ject, but was worried that lip readers would be able to tell 

that .. ~be ~asnllec~rini a.bout~th~ subj~~:. ··~· ,, . 
The day was filled with laughter. When we were doing 

that goofy walk on the sign, the Time Warner guy told 
Matt Tasler be was too wide (too far away), but we all 
cracked up laughing because we thought he meant Tasler 
had no rhythm and that he was too white. It was hilari
ous. We also had a good time by embarrassing a certain 

staff member for the crush she had on a Time Warner 
worker. 

" I know I'm not anorexic enough to be on TV, but I had 
a really fun time doing the whole shoot," Assistant Editor 
Jennifer West said. "So when I see myself on TV, J.'11 at 
least be comforted by the fact that my outfit looked pretty 
good." 

Most staff members will not waqt to see the finished 
product because they were ernb3rrasled with the ending 
shot walking like an Egyptian standing on top of the COM 
sign that faces the Emmett F. Lowry Expressway. 

The day turned out to be a success, and we all had fun. 
It was a chance for the lnterCOM staff to spend time to
gether outside of class and get to know one another on a 
more ~rsonal level. It also gave the staff the opportunity 
to learn aboul what goeS on heh.ind the camera, an aspect 
which legitimized all the class time we missed! 

Whatever happens, you can't miss us. We'll be the group 
with the girl with the mouth, the cheesecake girl, the laid- · 
back guy, the actre~. the waving girl and the guy who's 
too white. 

New chemistry professor comes to COM Join the InterCOM; 
see your name in print By MICHELLE F1CHERA 

Assist.int Editor 

As he walks from his office to the chemistry lab, he 
prepares to share with his students his knowledge on the 
topic of the .day's lecture. · 

Dr. Thomas Johnson, the new assistant professor of in· 
organic chemistry, joined the COM faculty this past Janu
ary after spending five years at Texas A&M University at 
Galveston teaching oceanography. 

Born and raised in India, Johnson first came to the 
United Slates in 1991 through an exchange program with 
the University of California-Los Angeles as part of his 
graduate studies. 

Johnson then returned to India to study and receive a 
double master's degree in gee-chemistry and geology from 
the India Institute of Technology. He then continued his 
education at the India Institute of Technology to receive 
his doctor,\te in gee-chemistry. 

"COM is a pretty exciting place," Johnson !i-aid. "The 
student/teacher relationship is excellent compared to the 
universities. I liked teaching from the beginning in gradu· 
ate school. That was when I decided to be a professor." 

Every summer Johnson returns to India to serve as a 
missionary, visiting orphanages and preaching to the com
munity. This summer he will return to India during CO M's 
Summer II session. 

Johnson and his wife, who also is from India and a medi
cal technologist at Columbia Hospital in Pasadena, have 
two children: a 3-year-old daughter and a 3-month·old 
son. The rest of their family lives in India. 

' 

Dr. Thomas Johnson, the new COM chemistry pro· 
1essor, Is Improving chemistry eiperlf!ients that in
volve using computers. (Photo by Michelle Ficher.a) 

"My experience in university-level teaching included 
a lot of research." Johnson said. "I want to.share my ex
perience with my students." 

As a result of Johnson's arrival at COM, improvements 
are being made to a chemistry program that is computer· 
based. It involves using chemistry experiments on the 
computer in addition to the regular chemistry experiments. 

t 

• 

Ale you interested in writing? Do you have an 
opinion that you want in print for everyone to see? 

The introductory journalism course, COMM 
2311.01, Newsgathering and Writing I, is for people 
who like to write and would like to write for the 
lnterCOM, the College of the Mainland's student 
newspaper. 

The course, taught by journalism Professor Astrid 
H. Lowery,. meets Mondays and Wednesdays from 
9:30-10:50 a.m. The lab class, COMM 1129.0J., 
which must be taken with the 2311 course, meets 
at the professor's and the students' co~venience 

Skills taught in the beginning course can be used 
and are helpful in all classes, said Skip Garwood, a 
former journalism student and recent graduate of 
the University of Houston.Clear Lake. He said jour· 
nalism is a course everyone should take. 

"The skills I learned were helpful in all my 
classe.s, " Gar.vood said. 

Beyond learning how to write in journalism style, 
the course teaches how to organize thinking, how 
to d.eal with people and how to get people to an
swer the questions you ask. 

Newsgathering and Writing I is an elective and a 
transfer course. 

For more information contact Lowery at (409) 
938-1211 or 1 (888) 258 8859, Ext. 314. 
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Living standards in Army 
not as great as promised 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

After writing an editorial in the March/ April issue of 
the InterCOM titled, "Recruiters' promises not worth 
.grief," I received many comments from students and much 
praise fr.om faculty. 

However, one student approached me and told me how 
wrong I was, and how much Opportunity the armed ser
vices offer. He claimed that the military gives chances 
for soldiers to attend college and begin a career. 

Recently, I ran into one of my friends who joined the 
Anny immediately after high school. I gave him a copy 
of my editorial and he laughed at it. When I asked him 
why it was so funny, he said because I was right. 

Cameron ·een, a &-year-old student In the COM Chlld ~opment Lab. begins to paint a self-portrait. Bell, along 
with many other children, attends the child care lab where he and the other children can learn valuable social 
skills such as communicating with peers, sharing and tum-taking. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 

"It's an honorable job, but at the same time it has a lot 
of flaws." He agreed to tell me the true conditions, but 
asked that I not use his name for his protection. He gradu
ated from basic training in January 1999 and was stationed 
at Fort Polk in Louisiana. He along with his wife and two 
children live on base. 

Fall evening child care offers convenience They also live in poverty. 
"Base pay is about $1,300 a month, plus I get about 

$200 for food since I'm married," he said. "So I end up 
By TANYAJARKESY 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland has provided yet another way 
to accommodate its students. 

The Child Development Lab Evening Care Program is 
in session every fall and spring semester. This is helpful 
to parents who cannot attend ctasses during the day be
cause they work or think night classes are more suitable 
for them. The Child Development Lab ha.s offered evening 
chil<l,care for lhree ,ye;irs,. m;,king, it PQsi,lbt<;~tlrese 
parents to continue their educatioll. . 

The EvCning Care Program is supervised by lead teacher 
Janie Aguirre and is open from 5:30-10:15 p.m,, Mon
days through Thursdays. Parents pay a once-a-semester 
S5 non-refundable registration fee and then $3 per night 
per child. These rates are reasonable because of the qual
ity of care the children receive. 

Children must be registered at the beginning of the se
mester; must have updated immunization r~cords; be be
tween 3 and 11 years old; and be potty trained. Children 
must be registered during on.campus registration. 

Enrollment in the evening care program has.increased 
every semester. Parents who take advantage of this pro
gram probably find it less expensive than a baby sitter. 

Also, the lab is run by experienced, caring child care pro- making about $620 every other week after taxes." 
viders, and children can meet other children their age and What is sad is that his income is below poverty level 
enjoy playing with them. and he depends on food stamps to support his family. Ac-

Children, while in settings with other children of the cording to him, a soldier ranking from El to E6 (private 
similar age, can learn many pro·social skills. Most im- · to staff sergeant) with a family can still be eligible fo,: 
portantly, they learn things like tum-taking, sharing, and food stamps. "Sometimes we come down to stay with our 
cooperation. If a child is at home with a family member parents- (in Dickinson) because it's cheaper than staying 
or baby sitter, he or she may not~ exposed to situations on base, especially when our refrigerator is empty." 
that can enhance these skills. I asked him if the housing provided by the military 

There are man.y reason.• t. o enroll. yo. ur child in the fall helped him economically. "They give you hous'!!B, but 
. r:v.,e~in.g. ~Pi¼f, ~re p1ogr:'IJ!: T}te'1osf i~~~f ~j\}',lJs ; .~ ... ~·~umttaftdlrf1w,psmg. The ~11ccn'H:r,1d.-tfuA lot 

that d's nght on campus, a convenience tnany parents look. · of peopie are living there and it's not properly cleaned." 
for. If you plan to attend COM this fall and are looking One of the benefits the public has always been told about 
for a trustworthy place to ensure your child's safety and living on a military base is that the products are cheaper 
happiness, the Child Development Lab Evening Care Pro- at the miliiary stores because there are no taxes. "The 
gram has much to offer. stores on the post raise prices to compensate for taxes, SO 

Director of the child care program, Anne Wilcox, said: we end up paying ffiore." 
"Providing quality ·child care for students enables them When I asked him about the $40,000 G.I. Bill that all 
to pursue their endeavors, and parents know that their chil- ·soldiers are eligible for, he responded, "If the recruiter 
dren are safe and happy. Also, being on site is convenient tells you that you can go to college during your term, it's 
because parents can come see their children between a lie; your unit won't let you." 

classes." As I talked to him, I noticed he had become more ag-
For more information about the Child Development Lab gressive, foul-mouthed and edgy than he was in high 

Evening Care Program, call (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) school. It seemed as if all the aggression he had during· 
258-8859, Ext. 390 or 611. his youth had multiplied tenfold. When I asked him if his 

Hum~nities to continue writing tutorials 
wife recognized the great change in his behavior, he re
plied: "The wife of a soldier sees more than we do. I have 
been brainwashed to be obedient and put up with things. 

"I have been brainwashed, but that is for the good of 
the military and the good of 'America," he said. "But I 
have to be like that or I'm not a good soldier." 

By MICHELLE GLENN 
Staff Reporter 

In· the fall the College of the Mainland Humanities Team 
will again offer writing tutorials, a service the team's 
English professors have offered students for many years. 
These tutorials are now called the Writing Center. 

English professor, Dr. T. Gilchrist White, was hired a 
year ago to direct the writing program. and 10 develop a 
writing center at COM. White attended Texas Woman's 
University in Denton and has a doctorate in rhetoric and 
composition. In August, she will celebrate her 1-year an
niversary at COM. 

The Writing Center, presently housed in Suite B of the 
Leaming Resources Center, is available to students, fac
ulty, staff and th~ community. However, its primary func
tion is to serve students. 

The center aids students in brainstorming, organizing, 
structuring and formatting papers. Though the English pro
fessors will not rewrite papers, students should allow at 
least 30 minutes to work with them. Students can access 
English professors via the COM home page, 
<www.collegeofthemainland.com>, to e-mail questions. 

Most importantly, the Writing Center is not just for stu
dents in English classes, but for all students enrolled in 
any class in which they need help with writing. Former 
students attending other institutions also are welcome. 

A full range of tutors will be available to aid students 
in the fall, and within the next couple of years volunteer 
tutors also will ~ available, White said. Writing Center_ 
schedules will be distributed throughout the campus early 
in the fall. The schedules will list the times each of the 
English professors- Kathye Bergin, Brenda Brown, Astrid . 
H. Lowery, Dr. Andrew Nelson, Dr. Mark Sanders, Ouida 
Sanmann and White- will be available for tutoring. 

White will discuss the Writing Center with the Instruc· 
tional Leaders Council on campus and hopes.,.all instruc
tors will agree to include the center's schedule in their 
s}'llabuses. Schedules also will be available at student 
orientation on Aug. 1. White, along with other English 
professors, is searching the COM campus for a room for 
the Writing Center. 

Though Writing Center tutorials are not available this 
summer, students can contact thci.r Ei:iglish professors for 
help with papers or make an appointment with White at 
(409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 316. 

' 

He feels another great flaw of the military is that they 
have established contracts with outside civilians who he 
feels don't care about the soldiers, only about making 

• money. "At the posts we are treated like second class citi
zens. Civilians won't help the soldier." 

He also believes civilians have no respect for soldiers 
and don't care if their actions make military· life difficult 
for soldiers. 

"I have been told by my NCOs (non-commissioned of
ficers) that the old Anny took care of the soldiers. But my 
NCOS say that civilians have ruined it because they handle 
many of the soldiers' services such as housing and stores. 

"The military could cut a lot of costs if they got rid of 
the civilians and let the soldiers do most of these jobs." 
He believes that if soldiers were allowed to have a more 
independently run community, they would be paid more. 

"My biggest gripe is that you have a guy who works 
hard, has many duties, has very few rights and can barely 
support his family," he said. "If you're gonna join the 
military, don't go with big aspirations thinking its any
thing more than just a reglllar job." 

• 
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Student provides logistical support to flight crew 
By ELIAS DE lA CERDA JR. 
Online Editor 

Toe May issue of lnterCOM contain~d the story, "COM 
students fly ' vomit comet,"' about two College of the 
Mainland student teams participating in scientific experi
ments with NASA's KC-135A, "Weightless Wonder," air
craft as part of the Reduced Gravity Student Flight Op
portunities Program. 

Page 6 of the May issue listed the names of the COM 
DARTTeam, chemistry professor, Dr. Gregory Johnson's 
team. The name of Maria Garcia was inadvertently omit
ted from the list. lnterCOM regrets the error. 

Garcia, pictured second from right in the group photo 
on Page 6 of the May issue, was part of the COM DART 
ground crew. As a ground-support member Garcia pro
vided logistical support to her flight crew team members. 

Some of the logistics included researching the techni
cal specifications of the KC-135A, such as power sup
plies available and space constraints to accommodate the 
group's experiment aboard the craft. 

"My greatest challenge was to go in with no experi
ence as to what is available in the craft," Garcia said. She 
did not have the opportunity to see some of the equip
ment facilitated by NASA until just a few days prior to 
the scheduled flights. 

Garcia together with other ground support team mem
bers, Eddie Canales, Joyce Johnson,• Becky Skains and 
Carol Voight provided the necessary support for the team 
to develop and implement the experiments successfully. 

With Johnson as all adviser and NASA's Dr. Charles 
W. Lloyd acting as mentor to the team, the COM DART 
flight team flew two successful missions aboard the KC-
135A on April 18 and 19. 

"My most rewarding experience was to see our fly 
(team) crew succeed," Garcia said when the team as
sembled in the COM Math/Science Building to compile 
the data obtained during the in-flight experiments. 

Garcia studies biology as part of her pre-med major. 
Her long-term goal is to work in research. 

"This gave me experience in experimental protocol," 
Garcia said. 

Marla Garcia, (right) standa with Eddie Cenales (cen
ter) and Dr. Gregory Johnson at NASA's Johnaon 
Space Center. (Photo by Ellao de la Cerda Jr.) 

Renovated Admissions Office to be more accessible to students 
Continued from Page 1 ---------
sions Office, student worker Ann Burdette, who has. 
worked in the office for a year and a half, said,"[ feel like 
we are on a camping trip." She added that a fair share of 
bumping into one another, lots of laughter and store. 
bought snacks help set the camp-like scene. 

Certainly the office is homelike. Mary Maldonado, a 
student record specialist, said that the temporary office 
location is "cozy and manageable." 

The renovated Admissions Office will have a much dif
ferent look than the former office. 

Upon entering the renovated office, students will have 
easy access to the Registrar's Office, which will be near 
the front. The new Admissions Office will be more spa
cious, and it will have a conference room as well as sev
eral islands that will give students the privacy they need 
to complete their tasks. 

Student Record Specialist Laura Winkler said that at 
the front of the new office students will have access to 
computers and printers that will be connected to the 
Internet. Using these computers, students can register 
themselves via an online application on the COM website 

'"' Eiperts· preditt'activ~ lfurncane''seasoil 
By JENNIFER WEST 
Assistant Editor 

Hurricane season, which began in June and ends in No
vember, is predicted to be active this year. Forecasters 
from several Houston news stations are predicting between 
four to six storms to enter or form in the Gulf. 

Last year Hurricane Bret slamtned the southern part of 
the Texas coast in the Valley; however, because the area 
impacted is largely unpopulated, damage was minimal. 

Factors such as global warming and shifting weather 
patterns can make these hurricanes stronger and poten
tially more dangerous. 

"Coastal residents need to be·ready in case this is the. 
ye"ar our luck runs out, " said Texas Insurance Commis
sioner Jose Montemayor, in a recent news bulletin. 

Residents in the coastal areas are prone to the most dam
age from hurricanes, so being alert and ~atching the news 
is extremely important. 
· "Hurricane insurance, windstorm and flood insurance 

are a must in this area, " said Betty Fuller, a broker for a 
real estate company in the Bacliff area. 

People need to have the appropriate insurance if they 
live in hurricane areas, just as people living by a river or 

in low-lying areas need to have flood insurance. Having 
hurricane insurance helps get claims processed faster and 
makes the rebuilding process easier and less costly. 

People living in hurricane-prone areas should have an 
evacuation route plan in place and have an arrangement 
to stay elsewhere in case of emergencies. 

When a hurricane is expected, residents should take 
precautions by moving all small objects indoors, storing 
or anchoring boats and RVs, and having bottled water, 
batteries and a portable radio on hand. 

Residents on Galveston Island and the Bolivar Penin
sula should pay special attention to posted evacuation 
warnings. It may be harder for these residents to leave if 
they hear an evacuation warning too late. 

The first tropical depression of the season appeared in 
the Gulf of Mexico about 600 miles from ·Galvest6n in 
early June. 

At the time the depi:ssion was tracked, it was a poorly 
organized storm hovering around southern Mexico. When 
it dissipated it dumped large amounts of rain on the Texas 
coast and Hill Country areas. 

Hurricane tracking charts are available at gas stations, 
and Kroger and Randalls grocery stores. Local news sta
tions also offer tracking charts. 

COM offers summer school for high scho9l students 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

The Mainland Secondary Summer School is being of
fered by College of the Mainland for the 12th consecu
tive year . . 

Two sessions are held yearly. The first was June 5 to 
June 23, and the second began June 26 and ends July 14. 

High school classes such as math, history, science and 
English are offered yearly to high school students wish
ing to catch up or get ahead at their schools. 

Classes are offered to students from schools in the same 

• 

district as COM. These schools are Dickinson, Hitchcock, 
La Marque, Texas City and Santa Fe. However, students 
from any district may attend. 

According to Trish Mentzer, program assistant for Con
tinuing Education and Technical Education students, the 
school districts and COM benefit from the summer school. 

Having their summer school at COM also prevents dis
tricts from having to keep the schools open for the few 
students needing classes, she said. Mentzer also believes 
that it gives stude.nts the chal1ce to experience a college 
setting and helps them feel comfortable with the atmo
sphere·when they attend COM in the fall. 

' 
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withOut having to fill out too mt1ch paperwork. 
The application is now available at 

<www.COllegeofthemainland.com>. 
All the workers in Admissions are extremely excited 

about the renovated office. 
Bu'rdette said that her co-wprkers "deserve a new of

fice" because of their hard work and dedication. She be
lieves that the office will .. finally catch up ~ith the time." 
Maldonado added that the office will be "user friendly." 
She and her co-workers agree that the goal of the new 
office is to better serve students. 

. PTK"pa·rticipates 
in beach cleanup 
By MATI TASLER 
Staff Reporter 

The Sigma Delta Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa at Col. 
lege of the Mainland participated in the Adopt-A-Beach 
project in Galveston April 29. 

Sigma Delta invited other chapters from the surround
ing colleges to join in the effort. The chapters that partici
pated were Alvin Community College, Mu Upsilon; 
Galveston College, Sigma Gamma; Houston, Community 
College, Omega Sigma; and Tomball Community College, 
Alpha Rho Mu. 

Thirty students helped with the cleanup: .12 from COM, 
10 from Galveston College, four from Houston Commu
nity College, two from Alvin Community College and two 
from Tomball Community College. 

Students picked up many things at Hershey Beach, the 
assigned area, located five miles west of the Seawall, the 
most abundant: approximately 1,000 cigarette butts. 

A barbecue was held after the cleanup as a reward for 
the participants. 

The COM chapter hosted a volleyball tournament after 
the cleanup. Tomball,Alpha Rho Mu, took home the hon
orary duck trophy as the winners. 

All students who participated in the cleanup seemed to 
enjoy the project and left with a greater respect for the 
need to keep the beaches clean. 

The COM chapter officers for 2000-2001 are Fabian 
Sifuentes, president; Simone Rieck, vice president; Debbie 
Mann, secretary; Carol Voight, treasurer; Betty Schiel, 
historian; and Gina Butler, reporter. 

The next scheduled cleanup date is Sept. 16, 
"It was really rewarding to see the difference in the beach 

after we were done," Sifuentes said. "It was rewarding 
that the colleges worked together to get it done. We look 
forward to more people working together in September." 

• 
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Living standards in Army 
not as great as promised 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

After writing an editorial in the March/ April issue of 
the InterCOM titled, "Recruiters' promises not worth 
.grief," I received many comments from students and much 
praise fr.om faculty. 

However, one student approached me and told me how 
wrong I was, and how much Opportunity the armed ser
vices offer. He claimed that the military gives chances 
for soldiers to attend college and begin a career. 

Recently, I ran into one of my friends who joined the 
Anny immediately after high school. I gave him a copy 
of my editorial and he laughed at it. When I asked him 
why it was so funny, he said because I was right. 

Cameron ·een, a &-year-old student In the COM Chlld ~opment Lab. begins to paint a self-portrait. Bell, along 
with many other children, attends the child care lab where he and the other children can learn valuable social 
skills such as communicating with peers, sharing and tum-taking. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 

"It's an honorable job, but at the same time it has a lot 
of flaws." He agreed to tell me the true conditions, but 
asked that I not use his name for his protection. He gradu
ated from basic training in January 1999 and was stationed 
at Fort Polk in Louisiana. He along with his wife and two 
children live on base. 

Fall evening child care offers convenience They also live in poverty. 
"Base pay is about $1,300 a month, plus I get about 

$200 for food since I'm married," he said. "So I end up 
By TANYAJARKESY 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland has provided yet another way 
to accommodate its students. 

The Child Development Lab Evening Care Program is 
in session every fall and spring semester. This is helpful 
to parents who cannot attend ctasses during the day be
cause they work or think night classes are more suitable 
for them. The Child Development Lab ha.s offered evening 
chil<l,care for lhree ,ye;irs,. m;,king, it PQsi,lbt<;~tlrese 
parents to continue their educatioll. . 

The EvCning Care Program is supervised by lead teacher 
Janie Aguirre and is open from 5:30-10:15 p.m,, Mon
days through Thursdays. Parents pay a once-a-semester 
S5 non-refundable registration fee and then $3 per night 
per child. These rates are reasonable because of the qual
ity of care the children receive. 

Children must be registered at the beginning of the se
mester; must have updated immunization r~cords; be be
tween 3 and 11 years old; and be potty trained. Children 
must be registered during on.campus registration. 

Enrollment in the evening care program has.increased 
every semester. Parents who take advantage of this pro
gram probably find it less expensive than a baby sitter. 

Also, the lab is run by experienced, caring child care pro- making about $620 every other week after taxes." 
viders, and children can meet other children their age and What is sad is that his income is below poverty level 
enjoy playing with them. and he depends on food stamps to support his family. Ac-

Children, while in settings with other children of the cording to him, a soldier ranking from El to E6 (private 
similar age, can learn many pro·social skills. Most im- · to staff sergeant) with a family can still be eligible fo,: 
portantly, they learn things like tum-taking, sharing, and food stamps. "Sometimes we come down to stay with our 
cooperation. If a child is at home with a family member parents- (in Dickinson) because it's cheaper than staying 
or baby sitter, he or she may not~ exposed to situations on base, especially when our refrigerator is empty." 
that can enhance these skills. I asked him if the housing provided by the military 

There are man.y reason.• t. o enroll. yo. ur child in the fall helped him economically. "They give you hous'!!B, but 
. r:v.,e~in.g. ~Pi¼f, ~re p1ogr:'IJ!: T}te'1osf i~~~f ~j\}',lJs ; .~ ... ~·~umttaftdlrf1w,psmg. The ~11ccn'H:r,1d.-tfuA lot 

that d's nght on campus, a convenience tnany parents look. · of peopie are living there and it's not properly cleaned." 
for. If you plan to attend COM this fall and are looking One of the benefits the public has always been told about 
for a trustworthy place to ensure your child's safety and living on a military base is that the products are cheaper 
happiness, the Child Development Lab Evening Care Pro- at the miliiary stores because there are no taxes. "The 
gram has much to offer. stores on the post raise prices to compensate for taxes, SO 

Director of the child care program, Anne Wilcox, said: we end up paying ffiore." 
"Providing quality ·child care for students enables them When I asked him about the $40,000 G.I. Bill that all 
to pursue their endeavors, and parents know that their chil- ·soldiers are eligible for, he responded, "If the recruiter 
dren are safe and happy. Also, being on site is convenient tells you that you can go to college during your term, it's 
because parents can come see their children between a lie; your unit won't let you." 

classes." As I talked to him, I noticed he had become more ag-
For more information about the Child Development Lab gressive, foul-mouthed and edgy than he was in high 

Evening Care Program, call (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) school. It seemed as if all the aggression he had during· 
258-8859, Ext. 390 or 611. his youth had multiplied tenfold. When I asked him if his 

Hum~nities to continue writing tutorials 
wife recognized the great change in his behavior, he re
plied: "The wife of a soldier sees more than we do. I have 
been brainwashed to be obedient and put up with things. 

"I have been brainwashed, but that is for the good of 
the military and the good of 'America," he said. "But I 
have to be like that or I'm not a good soldier." 

By MICHELLE GLENN 
Staff Reporter 

In· the fall the College of the Mainland Humanities Team 
will again offer writing tutorials, a service the team's 
English professors have offered students for many years. 
These tutorials are now called the Writing Center. 

English professor, Dr. T. Gilchrist White, was hired a 
year ago to direct the writing program. and 10 develop a 
writing center at COM. White attended Texas Woman's 
University in Denton and has a doctorate in rhetoric and 
composition. In August, she will celebrate her 1-year an
niversary at COM. 

The Writing Center, presently housed in Suite B of the 
Leaming Resources Center, is available to students, fac
ulty, staff and th~ community. However, its primary func
tion is to serve students. 

The center aids students in brainstorming, organizing, 
structuring and formatting papers. Though the English pro
fessors will not rewrite papers, students should allow at 
least 30 minutes to work with them. Students can access 
English professors via the COM home page, 
<www.collegeofthemainland.com>, to e-mail questions. 

Most importantly, the Writing Center is not just for stu
dents in English classes, but for all students enrolled in 
any class in which they need help with writing. Former 
students attending other institutions also are welcome. 

A full range of tutors will be available to aid students 
in the fall, and within the next couple of years volunteer 
tutors also will ~ available, White said. Writing Center_ 
schedules will be distributed throughout the campus early 
in the fall. The schedules will list the times each of the 
English professors- Kathye Bergin, Brenda Brown, Astrid . 
H. Lowery, Dr. Andrew Nelson, Dr. Mark Sanders, Ouida 
Sanmann and White- will be available for tutoring. 

White will discuss the Writing Center with the Instruc· 
tional Leaders Council on campus and hopes.,.all instruc
tors will agree to include the center's schedule in their 
s}'llabuses. Schedules also will be available at student 
orientation on Aug. 1. White, along with other English 
professors, is searching the COM campus for a room for 
the Writing Center. 

Though Writing Center tutorials are not available this 
summer, students can contact thci.r Ei:iglish professors for 
help with papers or make an appointment with White at 
(409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 316. 

' 

He feels another great flaw of the military is that they 
have established contracts with outside civilians who he 
feels don't care about the soldiers, only about making 

• money. "At the posts we are treated like second class citi
zens. Civilians won't help the soldier." 

He also believes civilians have no respect for soldiers 
and don't care if their actions make military· life difficult 
for soldiers. 

"I have been told by my NCOs (non-commissioned of
ficers) that the old Anny took care of the soldiers. But my 
NCOS say that civilians have ruined it because they handle 
many of the soldiers' services such as housing and stores. 

"The military could cut a lot of costs if they got rid of 
the civilians and let the soldiers do most of these jobs." 
He believes that if soldiers were allowed to have a more 
independently run community, they would be paid more. 

"My biggest gripe is that you have a guy who works 
hard, has many duties, has very few rights and can barely 
support his family," he said. "If you're gonna join the 
military, don't go with big aspirations thinking its any
thing more than just a reglllar job." 

• 
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Student provides logistical support to flight crew 
By ELIAS DE lA CERDA JR. 
Online Editor 

Toe May issue of lnterCOM contain~d the story, "COM 
students fly ' vomit comet,"' about two College of the 
Mainland student teams participating in scientific experi
ments with NASA's KC-135A, "Weightless Wonder," air
craft as part of the Reduced Gravity Student Flight Op
portunities Program. 

Page 6 of the May issue listed the names of the COM 
DARTTeam, chemistry professor, Dr. Gregory Johnson's 
team. The name of Maria Garcia was inadvertently omit
ted from the list. lnterCOM regrets the error. 

Garcia, pictured second from right in the group photo 
on Page 6 of the May issue, was part of the COM DART 
ground crew. As a ground-support member Garcia pro
vided logistical support to her flight crew team members. 

Some of the logistics included researching the techni
cal specifications of the KC-135A, such as power sup
plies available and space constraints to accommodate the 
group's experiment aboard the craft. 

"My greatest challenge was to go in with no experi
ence as to what is available in the craft," Garcia said. She 
did not have the opportunity to see some of the equip
ment facilitated by NASA until just a few days prior to 
the scheduled flights. 

Garcia together with other ground support team mem
bers, Eddie Canales, Joyce Johnson,• Becky Skains and 
Carol Voight provided the necessary support for the team 
to develop and implement the experiments successfully. 

With Johnson as all adviser and NASA's Dr. Charles 
W. Lloyd acting as mentor to the team, the COM DART 
flight team flew two successful missions aboard the KC-
135A on April 18 and 19. 

"My most rewarding experience was to see our fly 
(team) crew succeed," Garcia said when the team as
sembled in the COM Math/Science Building to compile 
the data obtained during the in-flight experiments. 

Garcia studies biology as part of her pre-med major. 
Her long-term goal is to work in research. 

"This gave me experience in experimental protocol," 
Garcia said. 

Marla Garcia, (right) standa with Eddie Cenales (cen
ter) and Dr. Gregory Johnson at NASA's Johnaon 
Space Center. (Photo by Ellao de la Cerda Jr.) 

Renovated Admissions Office to be more accessible to students 
Continued from Page 1 ---------
sions Office, student worker Ann Burdette, who has. 
worked in the office for a year and a half, said,"[ feel like 
we are on a camping trip." She added that a fair share of 
bumping into one another, lots of laughter and store. 
bought snacks help set the camp-like scene. 

Certainly the office is homelike. Mary Maldonado, a 
student record specialist, said that the temporary office 
location is "cozy and manageable." 

The renovated Admissions Office will have a much dif
ferent look than the former office. 

Upon entering the renovated office, students will have 
easy access to the Registrar's Office, which will be near 
the front. The new Admissions Office will be more spa
cious, and it will have a conference room as well as sev
eral islands that will give students the privacy they need 
to complete their tasks. 

Student Record Specialist Laura Winkler said that at 
the front of the new office students will have access to 
computers and printers that will be connected to the 
Internet. Using these computers, students can register 
themselves via an online application on the COM website 

'"' Eiperts· preditt'activ~ lfurncane''seasoil 
By JENNIFER WEST 
Assistant Editor 

Hurricane season, which began in June and ends in No
vember, is predicted to be active this year. Forecasters 
from several Houston news stations are predicting between 
four to six storms to enter or form in the Gulf. 

Last year Hurricane Bret slamtned the southern part of 
the Texas coast in the Valley; however, because the area 
impacted is largely unpopulated, damage was minimal. 

Factors such as global warming and shifting weather 
patterns can make these hurricanes stronger and poten
tially more dangerous. 

"Coastal residents need to be·ready in case this is the. 
ye"ar our luck runs out, " said Texas Insurance Commis
sioner Jose Montemayor, in a recent news bulletin. 

Residents in the coastal areas are prone to the most dam
age from hurricanes, so being alert and ~atching the news 
is extremely important. 
· "Hurricane insurance, windstorm and flood insurance 

are a must in this area, " said Betty Fuller, a broker for a 
real estate company in the Bacliff area. 

People need to have the appropriate insurance if they 
live in hurricane areas, just as people living by a river or 

in low-lying areas need to have flood insurance. Having 
hurricane insurance helps get claims processed faster and 
makes the rebuilding process easier and less costly. 

People living in hurricane-prone areas should have an 
evacuation route plan in place and have an arrangement 
to stay elsewhere in case of emergencies. 

When a hurricane is expected, residents should take 
precautions by moving all small objects indoors, storing 
or anchoring boats and RVs, and having bottled water, 
batteries and a portable radio on hand. 

Residents on Galveston Island and the Bolivar Penin
sula should pay special attention to posted evacuation 
warnings. It may be harder for these residents to leave if 
they hear an evacuation warning too late. 

The first tropical depression of the season appeared in 
the Gulf of Mexico about 600 miles from ·Galvest6n in 
early June. 

At the time the depi:ssion was tracked, it was a poorly 
organized storm hovering around southern Mexico. When 
it dissipated it dumped large amounts of rain on the Texas 
coast and Hill Country areas. 

Hurricane tracking charts are available at gas stations, 
and Kroger and Randalls grocery stores. Local news sta
tions also offer tracking charts. 

COM offers summer school for high scho9l students 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

The Mainland Secondary Summer School is being of
fered by College of the Mainland for the 12th consecu
tive year . . 

Two sessions are held yearly. The first was June 5 to 
June 23, and the second began June 26 and ends July 14. 

High school classes such as math, history, science and 
English are offered yearly to high school students wish
ing to catch up or get ahead at their schools. 

Classes are offered to students from schools in the same 

• 

district as COM. These schools are Dickinson, Hitchcock, 
La Marque, Texas City and Santa Fe. However, students 
from any district may attend. 

According to Trish Mentzer, program assistant for Con
tinuing Education and Technical Education students, the 
school districts and COM benefit from the summer school. 

Having their summer school at COM also prevents dis
tricts from having to keep the schools open for the few 
students needing classes, she said. Mentzer also believes 
that it gives stude.nts the chal1ce to experience a college 
setting and helps them feel comfortable with the atmo
sphere·when they attend COM in the fall. 

' 

• 

withOut having to fill out too mt1ch paperwork. 
The application is now available at 

<www.COllegeofthemainland.com>. 
All the workers in Admissions are extremely excited 

about the renovated office. 
Bu'rdette said that her co-wprkers "deserve a new of

fice" because of their hard work and dedication. She be
lieves that the office will .. finally catch up ~ith the time." 
Maldonado added that the office will be "user friendly." 
She and her co-workers agree that the goal of the new 
office is to better serve students. 

. PTK"pa·rticipates 
in beach cleanup 
By MATI TASLER 
Staff Reporter 

The Sigma Delta Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa at Col. 
lege of the Mainland participated in the Adopt-A-Beach 
project in Galveston April 29. 

Sigma Delta invited other chapters from the surround
ing colleges to join in the effort. The chapters that partici
pated were Alvin Community College, Mu Upsilon; 
Galveston College, Sigma Gamma; Houston, Community 
College, Omega Sigma; and Tomball Community College, 
Alpha Rho Mu. 

Thirty students helped with the cleanup: .12 from COM, 
10 from Galveston College, four from Houston Commu
nity College, two from Alvin Community College and two 
from Tomball Community College. 

Students picked up many things at Hershey Beach, the 
assigned area, located five miles west of the Seawall, the 
most abundant: approximately 1,000 cigarette butts. 

A barbecue was held after the cleanup as a reward for 
the participants. 

The COM chapter hosted a volleyball tournament after 
the cleanup. Tomball,Alpha Rho Mu, took home the hon
orary duck trophy as the winners. 

All students who participated in the cleanup seemed to 
enjoy the project and left with a greater respect for the 
need to keep the beaches clean. 

The COM chapter officers for 2000-2001 are Fabian 
Sifuentes, president; Simone Rieck, vice president; Debbie 
Mann, secretary; Carol Voight, treasurer; Betty Schiel, 
historian; and Gina Butler, reporter. 

The next scheduled cleanup date is Sept. 16, 
"It was really rewarding to see the difference in the beach 

after we were done," Sifuentes said. "It was rewarding 
that the colleges worked together to get it done. We look 
forward to more people working together in September." 

• 
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Campus Life 

The SuperStart students visit R. J . Wollam Elementary School in Santa Fe. SuperStart members are (back from 
left) Jess Ollve {coordinator), Mark Reikert, Alicia Henderson, Kanesha Butler, Grant Gonsoulin, Hao Lui; (front 
from left) Tran Nguyen, Melanie Bahr, Leah Calhoun and Jackie McMahon. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 

SuperStart offered to high school students 
By MICHELLE GLENN 
Staff Reporter 

People may not be aware that since 1985 College of 
the Mainland has offered a program for high school stu
dents who have completed their junior or senior years. 

The summer program, SuperStart, is available to stu
dents who have met at least one of the following require
ments: a top 25 percent ranking in their class; being rec
ognized as a Texas Scholar; passing every course of the 
Texas State Recommended Curriculum; or a score of 24 
or more on the ACT or an SAT score of 1070 or higher. 

Texas Scholars are students following the Texas Coor
dinating Board Recommended Curriculum and making a 
C or better in every class. Texas City and La Marque are·· 
the only school districts with the Texas Scholar program. 

Students who are selected for the SuperStart Program 
receive a scholarship that covers tuition, books and field 
trip expenses. SuperStart students are allowed to take 
transferable college level courses such as algebra, English, 
biology, chemistry or U.S. history. In addition, students 

are allowed to take another course at their own expense. 
Jess Olive, a retired chemical engineer has been head 

of the SuperStart Program for 13 years. 
Morning se,sions of SuperStart an, d°""ttd to clw, 

while afternoon sessions are set aside for such things as 
"career-oriented trips, career-related presentations, career 
skills discovery and recreation." Students in SuperStart 
are introduced to careers in aerospa~, journalism, law, 
research, medicine and many others. 

Olive said the career-oriented activities "give students 
direct infonnation on many career choices and help them 
make better decisions concerning their education." 

Olive said that be would "like to see the career activi· 
ties be made into a credit course and have a local indus· 
try/business employ the students in their off hours." 

Currently, 35 students are enrolled in SuperStart; 13 
are 12th graders and 22 are 11th graders. 

lnfonnation about the SuperStart Program is available 
through high school counselors or through Olive, the COM 
SuperStart coordinator, at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 267. 

Cosmetology program serves public 
. ByTANYAJARKESY 

Staff Reporter 

A career in cosmetology provides opportunities for 
unique personalities. 

Some cosmetologists want to own their own salons or 
work in Hollywood to doll up the movie stars. Others have 
different _ aspirations. 

College of the Mainland offers a cosmetologypr<?gram, 
which takes approximately nine months to one year to 
complete. The requirements include six different courses 
over three semesters and concurrent participation in 1,500 
hours of hands-on experience for the Texas State Board. 

"With a cosmetology degree yoii can do so many 
things," said Heather Young, a cosmetology student. "l 
want to be a mortician." This is a unique career path, one 
that probably few people choose as their life's calling. 
Young's uncle has been a mortician since she was a little 
girl; as a result, she is comfortable with this line of work. 

Erin Craft, another cosmetology Student, said, "I want 

to own my own salon and cafe in one." She added that 
she would provide hors d 'oeuvres for her customers. 

Professor Connie Foster, one of the founders of the cos
metology program at COM, has been involved with this 
program for more than 12 years. 1.)le five other profes· 
sors in the program are Kim Adams, Elaine Baker, Ellen 
Johnson, Katherine Kyle and Malinda Mathis. 

The COM cosmetology program offers a full tine of 
services available to the public. Anyone can make an ap
pointment to take adVantage of the reasonable prices. The 
students do the work, but they are closely supervised by 
the professors. A haircut is $5; a manicure is $4. High· 
lights are $20. 

The cosmetology building is located across from the 
front entrance of the COM c~mpus, next to the Depart· 
ment of Public Safety office. Salon services are available 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, 9:45 a.m.·11:45 
a.m. and 1 :p.m.-4 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday nights, 
5:45-8 p.m. For an appointment call (409) 938-1211 or 1 
(888) 258-88~9, Ext. 480 or call (409) 938-8607. 

• 
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Astros pay big price 
for not paying stars 

The Astros need to join the 21st century if they plan to 
contend for the divisiOn title in the near future. WP.ile di
vision rivals St. Louis Cardinals and Cincinnati Reds.were 
improving their rosters, the Astros seemed to be headed 
in the opposite direction. 

In the off.season, the Cardinals improved their pitch
ing_staff by acquiring ex-Astro Danyl Kile, as well as Pat 
Hentgen. The Cardinals traded for Jim Edmonds to add 
more pun~h to a lineup that already included home-run 
king Marte McGwire, J.D. Drew and Fernando Tatis. The 
Reds pulled off the blockbuster of the winter by trading 
Ken Griffey Jr. to team up with Barry Larkin. 

While the Astros' rivals wer~ gearing up to fight for 
division supremacy, Houston was pulling punches. To 
avoid paying their players market value, theAstros traded 
Carl Everett, Derek Bell and Mike Hampton after the 1999 
season. Astros' management claims that by trading play
ers in the final year of their contracts the Astros get some
thing in return. 

By making trades over the past few years to acquire 
Randy Johnson and MoisesAlou, theAstros have little in 
reserve in the minor leagues to replace the major league 
players. 

The Astros have lost their top starting pitcher after each 
of the past three seasons, losing Kile in 1997, Johnson in 
1998 and Hampton in 1999 . .When lhoy;traded-mi-. , 
nor league prospects for Johnson in 1998, he was in the 
last year of his contract. Johnson signed with the Arizona 
Diamondbacks as a free agent after the 1998 season. 

While other teams have payrolls approaching $100 mil
lion, the Astros just can't compete when they spend only 
$51.3 million. 

A few years back, the Los Angeles Dodgers made 
pitcher Kevin Brown the first "$100 million man," sign
ing htm to a contract worth $105 million over seven years, 
which makes his salary $15.7 million this year. 

Since Brown signed his contract, the average salary for 
players ha5 increased immensely. Randy Johnsoft signed 
a four-year deal with Arizona worth $53.4 million in 1998. 
Johnson's contract pays him $13.4 niillion this year. 

The average salary for an Astros.player is $1.9 million 
a year. Craig Biggio is the highest paid Astra at $6.75 
million for this year, yet he ranks only 51st on the list of 
highest paid players. 

Everyone thought that with the opening of Enron Field, 
the Astros' new retractable roof stadium, the Astros would 
be able to pay their stars well and Houston would finally 
get a winner. This has not been the case. Even with the 
prospects of improved revenue, management decided to 
keep the budget roughly the same for this season. 

At some point, theAstros must decide to pay their play· 
ers market value or they will risk becoming a farm team, 
a team that does nothing but develop playei:s for the rest 
of the league. Not paying their players at the going rate 
has proven to be a mistake since many of the players the 
Astros have traded away over the years have gone on to 
have success in other cities. As a result, it seems like any
time I tum on a baseball game I'm thinking, "There's an· 
other fonner Astro." 

• 
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InterCOM staff stars 
in college commercial 
By INTERCOM EDITORS AND STAFF 

The lnterCOM summer 2000 staff goes Hollywood! 
Jlell, perhaps not that big, but we are in a commercial for 
College of the Mainland. The commercial, being produced 
by Time Warner Cable, was shot Wednesday, June 14. 
Toe theme of the commercial was "Looking Toward a 
Bright Future." 

The students involved got their "15 minutes of fame." 
The commercial shoot took place ·on a warm, windy 

day and began at the COM sign in front of Lake Eckert. 
But before we could begin shooting, everyone had to sign 
a release form saying that it was OK to use our faces on 
the commercial. Then the shoot began. 

The first scene was of a group of students walking by 
the COM sign. Some had books, some didn't, but every
one had sunglasses. It was kil).d of funny because we had 
to wear the ugliest sunglasses in the world, the huge ones 
with fluorescent colored ear pieces. These glasses were 
chosen to illustrate the theme of the commercial. 

Some of the students became tired because they were 
told to carry on a conversalfon while walking past the 
sign about 30 times. The others were laughing because 
the group being taped looked rather -silly walking back 
and forth in front of the sign. 

We talked about how some of us didn't really know 
one another but were acting like best friends on camera. 
This was pointed out to us by a man we called Chen be
cause there was confusion as to whether his name ,was· 
Chuck or Ken. 

After that shol, the crew asked a second group of stu
dents to sit on or around the sign while they filmed them. 
A few members of the lnterCOM staff joked about being 
losers because they hadn't been used in a shot yet, but 
they were used in the third shot. 

Thc.lbu:ICOM staff1mem.beiLwoJe ex.Jiied .1t1 be--able 
to participate in the filming of the video. Of course, 
Michelle Fichera could not stand behind the COM land
mark sign near the shore of Lake Eckert because she is 
only 4 feet 10 inches tall. So they made Michelle Glenn 
stand behind the sign because she is 5 feet 7 inches tall. 

The third shot had only members of the lnterCOM staff 
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Members ol.llNJ lntorCOM stall strike a pose on the COM landmark sign during 11M recent filming of a college 
commercial. Staff members are {from left) Jennifer Weat1 Tanya Jarkesy, Michael Navarro, Michelle Fichera, 
Michelle Glenn and Matt Tasler. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

sitting on the sign, at first grouped together having a con
, versation, then spread out with close.ups of our faces. 
After that they said for us to' "walk like they did on The 
Breakfast Club," meaning to walk like an Egyptian across 
the narrow piece of c~mcrete they call a sign. One par
ticular editor almost fell off a couple of times, While one 
assistant editor was called a "natural actress" who "looks 
like Holly Hunter." 

The last scene we shot involved sitting in a computer 
classroom pretending to listen to a teacher lecture about 
technology. The teacher, Janet Wortman, was supposed 
to look like she was talking about computer graphics. She . 
improvised with what she thought was relevant to the sub
ject, but was worried that lip readers would be able to tell 

that .. ~be ~asnllec~rini a.bout~th~ subj~~:. ··~· ,, . 
The day was filled with laughter. When we were doing 

that goofy walk on the sign, the Time Warner guy told 
Matt Tasler be was too wide (too far away), but we all 
cracked up laughing because we thought he meant Tasler 
had no rhythm and that he was too white. It was hilari
ous. We also had a good time by embarrassing a certain 

staff member for the crush she had on a Time Warner 
worker. 

" I know I'm not anorexic enough to be on TV, but I had 
a really fun time doing the whole shoot," Assistant Editor 
Jennifer West said. "So when I see myself on TV, J.'11 at 
least be comforted by the fact that my outfit looked pretty 
good." 

Most staff members will not waqt to see the finished 
product because they were ernb3rrasled with the ending 
shot walking like an Egyptian standing on top of the COM 
sign that faces the Emmett F. Lowry Expressway. 

The day turned out to be a success, and we all had fun. 
It was a chance for the lnterCOM staff to spend time to
gether outside of class and get to know one another on a 
more ~rsonal level. It also gave the staff the opportunity 
to learn aboul what goeS on heh.ind the camera, an aspect 
which legitimized all the class time we missed! 

Whatever happens, you can't miss us. We'll be the group 
with the girl with the mouth, the cheesecake girl, the laid- · 
back guy, the actre~. the waving girl and the guy who's 
too white. 

New chemistry professor comes to COM Join the InterCOM; 
see your name in print By MICHELLE F1CHERA 

Assist.int Editor 

As he walks from his office to the chemistry lab, he 
prepares to share with his students his knowledge on the 
topic of the .day's lecture. · 

Dr. Thomas Johnson, the new assistant professor of in· 
organic chemistry, joined the COM faculty this past Janu
ary after spending five years at Texas A&M University at 
Galveston teaching oceanography. 

Born and raised in India, Johnson first came to the 
United Slates in 1991 through an exchange program with 
the University of California-Los Angeles as part of his 
graduate studies. 

Johnson then returned to India to study and receive a 
double master's degree in gee-chemistry and geology from 
the India Institute of Technology. He then continued his 
education at the India Institute of Technology to receive 
his doctor,\te in gee-chemistry. 

"COM is a pretty exciting place," Johnson !i-aid. "The 
student/teacher relationship is excellent compared to the 
universities. I liked teaching from the beginning in gradu· 
ate school. That was when I decided to be a professor." 

Every summer Johnson returns to India to serve as a 
missionary, visiting orphanages and preaching to the com
munity. This summer he will return to India during CO M's 
Summer II session. 

Johnson and his wife, who also is from India and a medi
cal technologist at Columbia Hospital in Pasadena, have 
two children: a 3-year-old daughter and a 3-month·old 
son. The rest of their family lives in India. 

' 

Dr. Thomas Johnson, the new COM chemistry pro· 
1essor, Is Improving chemistry eiperlf!ients that in
volve using computers. (Photo by Michelle Ficher.a) 

"My experience in university-level teaching included 
a lot of research." Johnson said. "I want to.share my ex
perience with my students." 

As a result of Johnson's arrival at COM, improvements 
are being made to a chemistry program that is computer· 
based. It involves using chemistry experiments on the 
computer in addition to the regular chemistry experiments. 

t 
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Ale you interested in writing? Do you have an 
opinion that you want in print for everyone to see? 

The introductory journalism course, COMM 
2311.01, Newsgathering and Writing I, is for people 
who like to write and would like to write for the 
lnterCOM, the College of the Mainland's student 
newspaper. 

The course, taught by journalism Professor Astrid 
H. Lowery,. meets Mondays and Wednesdays from 
9:30-10:50 a.m. The lab class, COMM 1129.0J., 
which must be taken with the 2311 course, meets 
at the professor's and the students' co~venience 

Skills taught in the beginning course can be used 
and are helpful in all classes, said Skip Garwood, a 
former journalism student and recent graduate of 
the University of Houston.Clear Lake. He said jour· 
nalism is a course everyone should take. 

"The skills I learned were helpful in all my 
classe.s, " Gar.vood said. 

Beyond learning how to write in journalism style, 
the course teaches how to organize thinking, how 
to d.eal with people and how to get people to an
swer the questions you ask. 

Newsgathering and Writing I is an elective and a 
transfer course. 

For more information contact Lowery at (409) 
938-1211 or 1 (888) 258 8859, Ext. 314. 
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Editorials/News 

co118Qe of the Mainland and the Bay Area Trlathlates co-hosted t~e seventh annual COM-BAT triathlon at COM 
on May 20. More than 300 participants swam 300 yards, raced bicycles 15 miles and ran three miles to raise 
$4,2~ for COM scholarships and for the Leukemia Society of America. The top male, Vince Dietsch, finished 
with a time of 0:56:33 and the top female, Ann Smith, finished at 1 :02:10. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Brother's graduation sparks ray of hope 

The first weekend in May, my older brother graduated 
from college. As I sat through the ceremony it really 
made me st~rt to think. 

Until that point I had nothing motivating me to finish 
college. I didn't want to do it for myself. I didn't want to 
do it for my parents. I just didn't want to do it, period. 
To me school was a joke. It was something that I could 
live without. Or so I thought. 

l;ie next day I had a six-hour drive home duririg 
Which I occupied my time weighing my options. I could 
continue working and eventually work my way up in the 
world, or l could go to college, obtain a degree and get a · 
job that would start me off making double what I was 
making in May. Then I thought about my family. 

I thought about my brother, Joe. 
At 22, he now has an accounting degree, and will 

probably be making more money by the time he reaches 
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30 than most people who have worked for 20 years. I 
thought about my dad, who 20 years earlier, had gotten 
the job he has now only because he had a college degree. 

Finally, I thought about my mom. 
MY mom didn't go to college right away. At 18, she 

married my dad, had my brother at 22, and three years 
later I was born. My mom stayed home with Joe and me 
until I was 4, and then she decided to go back to college. 
It was a hard struggle, raising a family and going to 
schpol. but finally.jive years later my mom graduated 
and has been tcachil1g evef sin CC. I couldn't picture 
myself ra·ising a family and going to school at the same 
time. I was barely managing going to school and 
working: 

The more I thought about my family, the more I, 
realized that by quitting school I would not only be 
putting myself at a disadvantage (or my future, but I 
would be disappointing all the people who have helped 
me get to where I am today: my dad, who worked his 
way through college so he could provide for his family; 
my ~om, who only went back to.school so that one day 
she w:ould be able to help provide us with whatever we 
needed; and even my brother, who through hard work 
and determination, has shown me that staying in school 
is worth the effort. 

That Sunday afternoon, somewhere between Abilene 
and La Marque, I decided that, not only was I going to 
stay in school, but I was going to graduate with a degree 
in communications, specializing in public relarions. 
Until that time I had not decided what my major was 
going to be, but for some reason on that wann, sunny 
afternoon it became clear. 

I would finish college. I would gel my degree. I would 
one day sit through my own graduation and the same 
proud feeling that Joe and the other 149 graduates had 
felt would flutter in my stomach and tickle my toes. I 
would make, not only myself, but the rest of my family 
as proud of me as they were on that day in May when we 
watched my brother and his classmates receive their 
diplomas and enter the world of college graduates. 

As I look back on that day, I find it hard to believe that 
I could even consider quitting school. In two months I 
have found more motivation than any other time before. 

Every day, from the minute I wake up until the minute 
I go to sleep, I convince myself that I have made the 
right choice. Even as I write this, I know that I will end 
up ahead of the crowd. 

There are days when I get down on school, but I 
remember my family and the struggles they went 
through. Then l shut up, smile and remind mys'elf of the 
feeling that overcame me at Joe's graduation and my 
vow to have my dream become reality. 

Presidential candidates 
lack basic intelligence 

Our governor is an idiot. 
I was absolutely furious when I read an article in the 

Houston Chronicle (Sunday, June 18) in which our 
governor-George W. Bush-was asked if alleged railway 
killer Angel Maturino Resendiz (aka Rafael Resendiz 
Ramirez) would be tried outside of Texas for murder. 
His response was: "I don't know that issue. I'm sorry. I 
need to look into that." And then he even had the nerve 
to criticize the reporter for m>t identifying Resendiz by 
his new name. 

That is unbelievable! 
Show me anyone in Texas who doesn't know who 

Resendiz is. Yes, his name did change, but his new name 
was widely publicized in newspapers and on television. 

The families of his victims and alleged victims should 
be outraged. Resendiz was convicted of murdering a 
Houston doctor, Claudia Benton. He also confessed to 
the murder ot"a Weimar couple. 

And Bush is running for president? Is there another 
candidate?-

Yeah, but he's not much better. 
Democratic vice president-Al Gore. 
Gore, his wife Tipper and other senate socialite wives, 

created a stir in the '80s when they set out to censor 
.mu.sic0they iound obscene and,offew;iv.ei· Basi€ally.;ca.::::: 
bunch ofbored housewives got together and set out to 
get rid of all foul-mouthed, bad-attitude musicians. They 
wanted to put an advisory label on albums that had 
profane language and obscene material. 

That didn't sit too well with musicians who thought 
that censorship interfered with their free speech rights. 

Well;the wives got their parental advisory lyric labels. 
Just check to see how many albums on the Billboard 
music charts today have that label on them. 

If you look on the election websites of both candi
dates: georgewbush.com and algore2(X)().com, you_ will 
see that both promise tax breaks for the middle class and 
health care reform. One of Al Gore's top issues is to stop 
the obtainment of social security numbers from the 
Internet. Don't get me wrong, l'm all for security on the 
'net, but a tax break for the middle class is more 
important to some and long overdue. Take a guess which 
will happen first if Gore wins. 

So who is the lesser of the two evils? 
After reading the ·article about Bush, I was so mad T 

decided to e-mail him and give him a piece of my mind. 
I reprimanded Bush for being so ignorant and told him 
he lost my vote. My mom was worried that I would 
suffer repercussiqns, but I have the right to free speech, 
so I used that right. 

In giving Bush a piece of my mind, I ended the e-mail 
with the same sentence that I will end this editorial with. 

Lord, help us if anymore ignorant people get elected 

office. · 

InterCOM goes online 
Beginning with the summer issue, the 

lnterCOM will publish an online edition at 
<http:/ /ho me town. ao 1. com/interco mnews/ 
InterCOMnewsindex.html>. 

The issue as well as links and picture gal
leries related to the articles will be posted. 

' 
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Summer 2000 InterCOM·staff 

The summer 2000 lnterCOM staff members are (from bottom up) Tanya Jarkesy, Michelle Glenn, Matt 
Tasler, Assistant Editor Jennifer West. Managing Editor Michael· Navarro,Assistant Editor Michelle Fichera 
and Online Editor Elias de la Cerda Jr. Christine M. Levlge Is not pictured. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 

COM to host summer sporting events 
-itrMM'TTAStER' ·4 ,-."+~~,-,..=-,--o+. 'c.,= ,~ 

Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland is hosting many different 
sports-related activities for students, faculty and staff, as 
well as community members. 

The University of Houston main campus will sponsor a 
volleyball camp hosted by the women's volleyball coach 
and some former college players that will be held at COM 
July 17 through July 2L · 

Session A, f0r students entering sixth, seventh or eighth 
grade, is scheduled for 8:30-11:30 a.m. Session B, for high 
school students, runs from 1-4 p.m. The cost is $110 per 
person. Enrollment is limited to 45 participants a session. 

There is no deadline for applying, but since enrollment 
is limited, early sign up is encouraged. For more informa
tion call (713) 743-9474. 

An Introduction to Golf workshop will be held on 
Wednesday, July 19, in Room P-149 of the Gym. The 
workshop costs $5 per person and the deadline to register -
is Friday, July 14. 

COM will hosr a Moonlight Madness Fun Run/Walk 
on Friday, July 28, at 9 p.m. The cost is $15 per person 
and competitors must sign up by Friday, July 21. 

A Table Tennis Tournament will be held in the COM 
Gym Tuesday, Aug. 1, at 6:30 p.fll. The event is free to 
credit students and costs $4 for all others. All must sign 
up by Thursday, July 27. 

COM will host open Volleyball Nights in the COM 
Gym on Aug, 1, 8 and 15. These Tuesday night games 
run from 7-9:30. The event is free to credit students and 
costs $3 for all others. 

A Weeknight Racquetball Tournament will be held at 
COM on Monday, Aug. 7, and Tuesday, Aug. 8, from 6-
10 p.m. The cost is $14 per person and the deadline to 
register is Monday, July 31. 

The weight room is open Monday through Friday, 7:30 
to 9 a.m., 10:30 to 5:45 p.m. and 7:30-9 p.m. The free 
weight rooffi is open Monday through Friday, 7:30-9 a.m. 
and 1-9 p.m. 

For more information, call the Gym front desk at (409) 
938-1211, or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 422. 

Graduation tickets still limited to four 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Assistant Editor 

At the end of the spring semester many College of the 
Mainland students were In the middle of a controversy 
when the location of the graduation ceremony was 
changed to the Doyle Convention Center in Texas City 
after being hCld at the La Marque High School Audito
rium for several years. 

The ceremony was Friday, May 12 at 7:30 p.m. 
The major concern was -that each gratl.uate was given 

only four tickets for family members and friends to at
tend the ceremony. Many of the graduates were disap
pointed to learn that they could have only four tickets. 
When the ceremony was held at La Marque High School, 
tickets were not i~ued. 

"After all the controversy about seating, everything 

• 

._ 

turned out really nice," said Connie Bardwell, secretary 
to the Advisement Center. 

At 7 p.m. everyone was allowed into the hall, whether, 
they had a ticket or not. Because seating was limited, 
many people had to stand. An overflow room was avail
able with monitors to watch the ceremony; however, only 
about 10 people were in the room, mainly those with cry
ing children. 

"I've had more positive feedback about this gradua
tion than any of the three graduations I've done before," 
Bardwell said. 

Next year's ceremony will again be held at the Doyle 
Convention Center. However, for next year's graduation 
the entire facility has been rented, so the overflow room 
will be able to seat between 300 .ind 400 peo'ple. They 
will see the ceremony on a television monitor. 

Tickets are estimated-to remain at four per graduate. 

' 
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Wrestling craze 
takes nation by storm 

Has anyone ever called you a jabroni? How about a. 
roody poo? Well, if you didn't know what they were say
ing to you, it's wrestling lingo. 

Wrestling is a craze that's quickly sweeping across the 
nation. Wrestling tickets hit the box office and sell out 
within minutes. Tell me you haven't seen people walking 
around wherever you go wearing black wrestling T-shirts 
with catch phrases such as "Austin 3:16," "Pimpin' ain't 
easy" and "Layeth the smacketh down" on them. 

Of course, wrestling is not new, but young superstars 
such as the Rock are emerging and taking over the ring. 

Forget the old men in wild colored trunks and bring on 
the sweaty, muscular hotties. They're an awesome .hook. 
Even I will admit they are one of the reasons I watch it. 
Don't worry men, they haven't forgotten about you. Su
perstars like Chyna, the Kat and Terry still parade around 
the ring innocently distracting the referee and acciden
tally losing articles of clothing. Why do the refs fall for 
that every time? Beware though, not all the women are 
worth watching. I'm sure the aged Mae Young probably 
grossed a few people out with her pay-per-view puppy 
display in the beauty contest a few months ago. 

Wrestling isn't all fake either. Mick Foley can attest to 
that. If you tell the die-hard wrestling fans that wrestling 
is fake they just might copy Rakishi's finishing move and 
rub their big nasty butts in.your face. So, I wouldn't rec
ommend doing t!Jat. 

Even if it were all fake, it would still be hilarious. I'm 
sorry, but you have to laugh at two grown men who claim 
they weigh more than 800 pounds just because they carry 
a scale around with them everywhere they go. 

The story lines are wonderful, too. You can't beat the 
teaming of the sumo-style Rakishi with the two w.anna-be 
cool guys. The crowd loves it. In fact, Too Cool is one of 
the most popular tag teams around 

4 
these days, and the 

crowd will not let them exit the ring Unless Scottie 2 Hottie 
and Grandmaster Sexay do their hip little dance. 

The catch phrases that wrestlers use are probably more 
memorable than anything you have heard before in your 
life and that's the bottom line "cuz Stone Cold said so." 

The announcers also add a lot to the show. You just can't 
resist smiling and laughing when you hear one of the WWF 
announcers, J.R., mention the words slobberknocker and 
carnage over and over and over again throughout the show. 
The other WWF announcer, King, is full of corny jokes 
and always cheers for the bad guys, unlike J.R. who al
ways cheers for the good guys. Because they are oppo
sites, the two have comic appeal. 

Each conclusion of a wrestling show makes the viewer 
want to see the next show, which like a soap opera, can be 
very addicting. 

Where else but in wrestling would yo,u hear people 
screaming for finishing moves such as the worm, the 
stinkface or the pedigree? 

People call wrestling a beer-drinking, redneck display 
of nonsense, but in actuality many people watch wres
tling. Men, women, children of all types tune into 
Smackdown and other wrestling shows every week, as can 
be proven by rating charts and ticket purchases. 

In fact, the reasons people are drawn to wrestling make 
sense. Wrestling is simply a: televised version of the power, 
conflict, love, sex and absurdity of the world we live in. 
It's not all bad either. Multiculturalism, morals and friend
ship are just as much a part of wrestling as the next show. 
It's true; it's true. Ask the Olympic hero Kurt Angle about 
his three I's: Intensity, Integrity and Intelligence. 

So the next time you see wrestling on television, give it 
a chance before you bash it. Know your role and shut your 
mouth if you smmmeeeeelllll what the Rock is cooking. 
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What's Happening 

COM Arana Theatre Costumer, Landis York, works on one of the costumes 1or the musical A Funny Thing Hap. 
pened on the Way to the Forum. The play opens July 27 and runs through Aug. 20. President Larry L Stanley will 
direct vocals, Jack Westin wHI direct the musical and Mark.Adams will play Pseudolua. A spacial performance on 
July 26 will benefit an endowed scholarship In Stanley's name. · (Photo by Michael Navarro} 

Musical features array of directors 
By MICHELLE FlCHERA 
Assistant Editor 

A funny thing is happening this summer with the Col
lege of the Mainland theater department's summer musi
cal A Funny Thing Happened On the Way to the Forum. 
This year, not only will Mark Adams, director of the Arena 
Theatre, be playing the role of Pseudolus, but President 
Larry L. Stanley will be doing the vocal direction as Jack 
Westin, COM Theatre Programs director, directs the sum· 
mer musical. 

To add to the excitement, music Professor Sparky 
Koerner will be conducting a 10-piece orchestra, and 
Andree Newport, the first recipient of the Pat Darde The
atre Scholarship and a COM theater graduate, will be cho--
reographing the show. ., 

"Doing the vocal direction for the musical this summer 
is nostalgic," Stanley said. "l hired Jack Westin to direct 
Forum when l was directing music, and no_w he has asked 
me to direct music while he is directing Forum. We have 
a very energetic group of actors, singers and dancers, and 
it looks to be a lot of fun." 

A permanent scholarship is being established in 
Stanley's name by the COM Foundation. 

The COM Foundation is sponsoring a special perfor· 
mance of the show July 26 to raise money for the Stanley 
scholarship. Forum will officially open July 27 and run 
through Aug. 20. Call (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-
8859 Ext. 345 for tickets. 

Thf musical is the hila~ous tale of Pseudolus, the lazi· 

est slave in Rome, whose only wish is to buy his freedom. 
When his master and mistress leave for the day, he finds 
out that his young master, Hero, has fallen in love with 
Philia, a virgin in the house of Lycus, who is a slave dealer 
specializing in beautiful women. Pseudolus arranges a deal 
in which he will be freed if he can arrange a meeting be· 
tween Hero and Ph ilia. Of course, it can't be that simple, 
and everything begins to go wrong. 

Adams joins a cast of COM veterans and some new· 
comers to make the play a success. Joey Milillo, who 
played in Mister Roberts and Anything Goes, returns to 
the Arena Theatre as Hero. Senex will be played by Sid 
Addis, who has performed in The Grapes of Wrath and 
You Can't Take It With You. Kayleen Clements,-a new. 
comer from the University of St. Thomas in Houston, joins 
them as Dominia, while Bryan Myers, as Hysterium, rec. 
reates the role he played in the original COM production. 

Also in the cast is K. Ball Withers as Erronius, Kevin 
Daughtry as Miles Gloriosus and Tommy Townsend as 
Lycus. Cori Simpkins will play Tintinabula, while Misty 
Albrecht is Panacea and Kisha Blanton and Julie Dispensa 
will pliay Geminae #1 and #2, respectively. · 

Lynn McBray~r ,will portray Vibrata in the COM pro
duction; Amy Olfers is Gymnasia and Eliz.abeth Townsend 
is Philia. Prote~ #1 will be Jeffrey Johnstone, who will 
also be the understudy to Bryan Myers, and Michael Hanby 
will be Protean #2. 

A Funny Thing Happened On the Way to the Forum 
brings humor into lbe theater and lets Stanley end his COM 
tenure with a flourish. 

Summer II registration will be July 6 
By MICHAEL NAVARRO 
Managing Editor 

On·campus registration for the 2000 Summer II semes· 
ter at College of the Mainland will be held July 6 in the 
lobby of the Administration Building. 

"We are aiming for the major semesters and Summer I 
registration to be in the Gym," said thennal technology 
Professor Larry Griffith, who spearheads the registration 
process. However, the Summer II registration is not be· 
ing held in the gym because according to Griffith, there 
are too few professors teaching during Summer II, and 
traditionally too few students enroll to spend two days 

., 

setting up the Gym for registration. Summer I finals also 
are that week and the Gym will be U1 use. 

Late registration for Summer II begins the first week of 
the second session. On Monday, July 10, late registration 
will be held in the Administration Building lobby. After 
July 10 studen~s may register late by phone at ( 409) 935-
8900. Students registering late who have TASP holds 
should first speak to advisers Kelly Musick or Dr. Bill 
Spillar whose offices are in the Administration Building. 

As of June 28, more than 470 students had registered 
for Summer II compared to last year's total of 882. Due to 
COM's continuous registration process, more than 169 
students have already registered for the fall semester. 
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Admissions Office 
under construction 
By MICHELLE GLENN 
Staff Reporter 

. During the tedious time of the Summer I registration, 
you may have noticed Iha( the College of the Mainland 
Admissions Office had been replaced with inactivity and 
maintenance workers. Did you think you were in some 
kind of parallel universe? Don't worry, you weren't go· 
ing crazy. 

The Admissions Office is undergoing a remodeling pro· 
cess initiated last fall and expected to be completed in 
August. 

Due to remodeling. the office has beenJemporarily re· 
l(?catcd to the Administration Building, Room A· l27. 
Signs lead the way to the temporary office-where students 
can be found filling out applications, getting transcripts 
sent and registering. Onlookers may view the temporary 
office as crowded, uncomfortable and busy, but looks can 
be deceiving. 

Conimenting on the temporary situation of the Admis-

r,------ See Renovated Page S 

COM student Kristi Strange (standing) registers with Chris Rushing in the temporary Admissions Offlce located 
tn-Ule t IISNI r 111 ... llclln.g. Room A•127. TM offlce hM been Nlocahtcl. tor tM aummer wbffe renovations are 
made to the original office. Renovation, are scheduled to be comploted In August. (Photo by Michael Navarro) 

Grievance process available to unhappy students 
By JENNIFER WEST 
Assistant Editor 

Since the beginning of time, students and teachers have 
had conflicts with one another. At College of the Main
land, students with a complaint can file a grievance against 
a faculty or staff member, or another student. 

The first step in the grievance process is to consult the 
college ombudsman who will listen and help the student 
define the problem. The complaints should be written oul 
on a form available from the ombudsman. 

COM ombudsman, Dr. Bill Spillar, associate dean of 
Instructional and Student Support, will handle the griev· 

President Larry L Stanley will be directing vQCals In 
the COM summer musical A Funny Thing Hap,,.m,d 
on the Way to the Forum. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

' 
• 

ance and try to resolve the issue at the first level. 
"We try to get the grievances solved at the informal 

level," Spillar said. 
Next he consults the individual against whom the griev· 

ance is filed. The ombudsman listens to his or her side, 
and based on information from both sides, makes a deci· 
sion about the appropriate course of action. 

If the decision is not satisfactory to the complainant, 
·the matter is then taken to the appropriate dean, either 
Pam Davenport, dean of Student Affairs, or James 
Templer, dean of Instruction. 

If the issue is not resolved by a dean, it goes to an ap-
peals committee which consists of two staff members, two 

faculty members and two students. The committee hears 
both sides of the complaint and makes its decision. If the 
decision is still not satisfactory to the complainant, he or 
she can make an appeal to the college president. 

If the party is-not satisfied with the president's deci· 
sion, a hearing by the COM Board of Trustees will take 
place and thCy will take the appropriate action. 

"Most grievances don'! go past the first couple.steps," 
Spillar said. "Very rarely do grievances go to the pres~
dent or the Board." 

Students with questions about the grievances process 
should consult Spillar at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 215. 

Benefit staged for Stanley scholarship 
By MICHELLE GLENN 
Staff Reporter 

"A good thing is happening on the way to the forum-
a new endowed scholarship," announced a recent Col· 
lege of the Mainland news release. 

A benefit perfonnance of A Funny Thing Happen_ed on 
the Way to the Forum will be presented by the COM Faun· 
dation and the COM Arena Theatre on July 26 to endow 
the Larry L. Stanley Scholarship. 

In order to aid the fund·raising effort, President Stanley 
allowed use of his name to supply a permanent scholar
ship at COM. "lam just honored the Foundation has cho
sen my name," he said. "I hope we are successful." 

Mary Ann Amelang, COM Foundation exc_cutive di
rector, said the evening will be twice the honor for the 
retiring president because he is the honoree of the event 
as well as the vocal director for the musical. 

About being vocal director Stanley said: "It's some-

thing I used to do. I hired ]vfr. (Jack) Westin (COM The· 
atre Programs director) t~ mrect Forum when I was di· 
recting music." 

Amelang said, "Coordinating this fund.raising effort 
with musical theate.r seems like a fitting tribute to some· 
one who has already done much to advance the educa
tion of others." 

Stanley earned his master of arts in music from Sam 
Houston State University in Huntsville and his bachelor 
of arts in music from Baylor UniveI'Sity in Waco. For 35 
years Stanley has been an administrator and a teacher. 
Before becoming president of COM in 1983, he was chair· 
man of the Division of Arts and Humanities, a teacher of 
music and voice, and director of musicals at the college. 

To buy tickets to the benefit, contact the Foundation 
office at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext 508. 
Donations on behalf of the scholarship may be sent to the 
COM Foundation at 1200 Ampurn Road, Room A-159, 
Texas City, TX 77591.. 
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What's Happening 

Beach clean up successful this fall 

Students from Baylor University help clean up 
Hershey Beach during Adopt-A-Beach clean up in 
Galveston Sept. 16. (Photo by Dana Sparling) 

By ROBIN LARSON 
Staff Reporter 

Phi Theta Kappa members from around Texas joined 
College of the Mainland students to participate in Adopt
A-Beach Saturday, Sept. 16, in Galveston at Hershey 
Beach. 

More than a hundred volunteers showed up lo help. 
Phi Theta Kappas came from Alvin Community Col

lege, Houston Community College, Galveston College as 
well as from COM. Other volunteers were from Shell Oil 
and the University of Houston-Clear Lake National En-

vironment Association. Several InterCOM staff members 
came to help also. VolunteersJrom Baylor University in 
Waco and Kingwood Community.College also joined in 
the Hershey Beach clean up. 

The Adopt-A-Beach program is held twice a year, once ' 
in the spring and once in the fall. Volunteers are assigned 
a beach to clean and arc sent on their way with gloves, 
pencils, paper and trash bags. Paper and pencils allow vol
unteers to record what debris they pick up. 

Volunteers picked up plenty of debris on Hershey Beach 
that morning, but the most repulsive were the dead fish 
the red tide had dredged up two weeks prior. A member of 
the UHCL environmental association told several volun
teers to leave the fish on the beach and let nature take its 
course. 

COMPTK President Fabian Sifuentes and another vol
unteer dug out a partially buried rope, a task that took them 
nearly all morning. The rope was at least 5 feet long and 
approximately 2 to 3 inches thick. At the April 29 PTK 
clean up on Hershey Beach, Sifuentes and another mem
ber had unsuccessfully attempted to dig up the rope. 
Sifuentes said the beach was much cleaner this time than 
it had been in April. 

A barbecue and volleyball tournament were held for the 
volunteers afterward to thank them for their hard work 
and dedication in helping to clean the beach. 

COM's PTK chapter learned about the program while 
.searching the Internet for projects that coincide with thejr 
Honors Study Topic. This is the second time for PTK to 
volunteer for this program, and they plan to continue par
ticipating in the future. 

The COM PTK officers for 2000-2001 are Sifuentes, 
president; Simone Rieck, vice president; Betty Schiel, sec
retary; Carol Voight, treasurer; Gina Butler, historian. 

The next Adopt-A-Beach clean up will be held in the 
spring. For more information about how to get involved 
call l-800-998-4GLO, or contact <www.glostate.TX.US>. 

Other People's Money to open Oct. 26 
By DANA SPARLING 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Arena Theatre's newest 
arrival is the play, Other People S Money, and the best 
thing about it is it's.free! A free preview of the play is set 
for Friday, Oct. 20, at 8 p.m. in the COM Arena Theatre. 

The theater launched its 30th season with Picasso at 
the Lapin Agile, a Steve Martin comedy which ran from 
Sept. 7 through Oct. 1. 

"Students are encouraged to attend because the purpose 
of the free preview is to give students a price break," said 
the play's director Jack Westin. 

The play is by playwright Jerry Sterner, who has won 
several awards for this play including the New York Crit-

ics, Outer Circle Award. 
Other People's Money is a modern show that takes a 

humorous look at a hostile takeover of a small New En
gland. business. Westin, director or COM Theatre Pro
grams, believes the cast of the play "includes five of the 
strongest actors in this part of Texas." These actors are 
Jackie Bynum, Phyllis Dorflinger, Danny Sorge, V.W. Uher 
and Rick Watson. 

Opening night is Thurs.day, Oct. 26. The show will run 
through Nov. 19. All shows are Thursdays through Satur
days at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. Tickets run from 
as low as $4 to as much as $18. Discounts are available to 
students. 

For more information or to reserve tickets, call the box 
office at (409) 938-1211 or 1(888) 258-8859, fat. 345. 

PTK to restore marshlands with Marsh Mania 
By FABIAN SIFUENTES 
Guest Reporter 

Terry Tunks, volunteer coordinator for the Galveston 
Bay Foundation, made a presentation to the College of 
the Mainland Phi Theta Kappa chapter members concern
ing the foundation's Marsh Mania Thursday, Sept. 14. 

Cultural Identity lecture set <kt.12 
As pan of COM Hispani< Heritage Month Dr. 

Gilberto lliuojosa. dean of Incarnate Wold in San 
Anlonio will~ a lectwe, Culnaral Ideatity, at 
9:30 a.m. ia Ibo LRC Alldimrium, L-131, Oci..12. 

• 

Marsh Ma_nia is the world's largest one-day marshland 
restoration. Volunteers from all over the Houston area will 
converge on four preselected sites, Moses Lake in Texas 
City,Armand Bayou in Clear Lake, Galveston Island State 
Park and Swan Marsh in Baytown, to plant sea grass. 

Due to overdevelopment and excessive flooding, there 
is not enough sea grass to maintain the marshlands. 

Marshlands are considered to be an extremely impor-. 
tant part of the Texas coastli"ne. They prevent erosion, natu
rally purify water and provide a habitat for a number of 
different species of animals. Marsh Mania's goal is to edu
cate the volunteers of the importance of marshland pres
ervation. 

Marsh Mania will be held on.Saturday, Oct. 7. For more . 
information contact Tunks at (281) 332-3381, or contact a 
COM PTK officer. 

I 

People Speak Out 
By April Brandon, Michelle Fichera and 
Jeulfer West . 

In August Larry L, Stanley retired .. president 
of COM after a 17-year tenure. In September Dr, 
Homer .. Butch" Hayes took: ove.r the presidency. 
With the commi- to lmon to sludont eono,,i•ns, 
InterCOM asked the question: "Since COM hes a 
new president what changes would you liki, to see 
him make?" 

Derk Griffin: The 
te1Whem need to make 
themselve, available 
OUISide of class. ~ 
enthusiasm from teach
ers in the. daS5f0001. 

Bethany Plleneger: 
Enrollment and .reten-,. 
tioo inae•~ I would 
like to see a follow-up, 
on students who have 
graduated. 

Tammie Mulleu: Sup
port the tca<:hers more. 
All of the lea<hers a(e 
nice and core about the 
students no matter what 
age they are, 

Lawdnda AN:hibakl: 
We need -more sports 
pmgrams. Other c;,m
munity colleges in the 
area have competing 
sport&teams. Why c,w't 
we? 

' 

Dawn Rkldle: l've had 
really good Iu<k at 
COM, Thoday<arepn,
gn,m is really good, oo 
I don't think there's 
anything I would 
change. 

David Butler: Estab• 
lish more ochool pride. 
ft does not feel like p 
ing to &(hoot; it feels 
.more like going to 
wort<. 

Terrance Dix!>a: Moo: 
intramurals. Mort ac· 
tivitielj~ ·You go to 
sehool and go home. 
There's no motivation 
to come to school 

Tiffl!IIY Cex: Quicker 
financial aid services. I 
bad to pay out of my 
pocicet because my pa
pe,:wark wasn't back in 
time Jot Ibo registration 
d!,edale. 

' 
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I I Writing Center open to students 
SeePage4 

Enrollment new president's top priority 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Managing Editor 

If you have attended any of the recent activities at Col
lege of the Mainland this semester, you may have noticed 
an unfamiliar face speaking to the crowds. That face be
longs to Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes, the new COM presi
dent. 

Dr. Hayes joins COM after serving as dean of Workforce 
Development at Alamo Community College District in 
San Antonio for the past four years. From 1989 to 1996 
he was dean of Occupational and Technical Education at 
San Antonio College after having served as dean of Oc
cupational Education and Technology and Continuing 
Education at Palo Alto College in San Antonio. 

While at Palo Alto College, Dr. Hayes participated in 
the design of classroom and lab ·space for the new col
lege, developed new curricula and prepared documenta
tion for the college's initial Southern Association of Col
leges accreditation. 

Dr. Hayes began his career in education as a high school 
teacher in Illinois, ·where he received his bachelor's de-

- -gree ffl busine"5 .administration al'fd rrt:1ster 's degree ir. 
business administration at Northern Illinois University in 
DeKalb. He earned his doctorate in Curriculum and In
struction at the University of Texas in Austin. 

The new president was attracted to COM because of 
the potential he sees in it. The growing community and 
Changes in industry surrollnding the college also influenced 
his decision. 

Dr. Hayes was familiar with COM before coming here. 
He served on a statewide committee with Bill Raley, COM 
associate dean of Technical Education Programs. He also 
has been friends with Dr. Dorothy McNutt, former chair-. 
woman of the COM Division of Business, who retired 
several years ago, and Dr. Donald G. Bass, former dean of 
Instruction and Student Development. 

Having been at COM for only a little more than a month, 
Dr. Hayes said he will be listening to what students, fac
ulty and staff have to say before deciding what changes 
are necessary. 

"Retention and enrollment management are for COM 
and for me 3 top priority," he said. "When you-look at the 
statistics for the institution, you see that we are not retain
ing students as we should. I'm not sure why that's hap
pening. We have an Enrollment Management Team and 
we're focusing on enrollment management in a retreat later 
in October, and we hopefully will identify through that 
process \¥hat it i:: r.e need tu.do." 

Dr. Hayes also is Concerned with recruiting ~t area high 
schools inan effort to attract more students coming out of 

See President Page 7 
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TIPA Award-winner 

Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes addresses students for the 
first Um• at the Welcome Kickoff Sept. 12 under the 
LRC breezeway. (Photo by Michelle Fichera) 

Suspicious activity prompts police to alert students 
By TAMMIE LETROISE 
Staff Reporter 

In early September an ullidenlified man ran up behind 
a female jogger and began mumbling at her as she came 
down the small hill of the College of the Mainland jog
ging trail east of Lake Eckert. The jogger did not report 
the incident to the COM Police Team until some time later. 

The woman, according to Officer E.W. "Butch" Carr, 

COM Police Team leader, chose to wait before reporting 
the incident, which is not a good idea. Carr said students, 
faculty and staff should immediately go to the police when 
something strange or threatening takes place on campus. 

"We are real officers certified through the star_ of Texas, 
just like any other officer that is on the street," Carr ex
plained. "We have the power to make arrests, issue war
rants and give citations. If you are in trouble and you are a 
stud~nt on this campus you should feel free to come to us, 

Dr.CennonT-la-alheold--,lnllerOM-W0111811--, -.aurv.,yo..n-.-Sept.:ze 
In Ille LRC--. L.-131, a pat al Ille Hiapenic llerll1g1 -· (Pl1mo by Elin de la Cerda Jr.) 

• 
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and we will help you with your situation." 
Carr also emphasized the importance of reporting any

thing strange immediately. "I wish anyone who sees any
one who looks out of place, would give us a call." He· 
added the police can't help if they aren't made aware of 
problems. 

The COM Police officers are not only there to help 
with problems, but can aid students in other ways as:well. 

See Police Page 5 

Chican~ storyteller visits 
COM, personifies poetry 
By ELIAS DE lA CERDA JR. 
Online Editor 

A diminutive figure appeared seemingly out of nowhere 
in the auditorium at College of the Mainland Sept. 26. 

The audience observed an old woman, conspicuously 
disoriented, walking with a cane toward the stage and 
asking where the bus stop was. The unsuspecting audi
ence was about to meet Tia Sofia {Aunt Sofia), one of 
several characters portrayed by Dr. Carmen Tafolla dur
ing her With Our Very Own Names presentation. 

• 

Dr. Tafolla, a distinguished poet, author, cucntista (story 
teller) and academician, has dramatically depicted the 
Chicano (Mexican-American) culture to audiences across 
the United States, Mexico and Europe with captivating 
impersonations of characters, such as Tfa Soffa. who is a 
blend of the profane and the innocent, and TCre (pro
nounced Tehrch), a first-grader whose predicameot is to 
remain in the school while being castigated for speaking 
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Editorials/News 

President Larry L Stanley and wife Sandra greet well•wlshera at his farewell celebration on Aug. 28 In the Sun 
R~m of the Student Center. A music scholarship has been set up In Stanley's name. (Photo by Dana Sparling} 

Stanley honored at farewell celebration 
By ROBIN LARSON and DANA SPARLING 
Staff Reporters 

Presi~ent Larry L. Stanley's emotional farewell in the 
Student Center seemed to touch all who attended. 
Whether the speakers at his farewell gathering Aug. 28 
knew President Stanley personally or professionally, they 
all had something thoughtful to say about his contribu
tions to College of the Mainland. 

Dr. Donald G. Bass, former dean of Instruction and Stu
dent Development, opened the ceremony with a speech 
in which he described President Stanley as "a survivor." 
History Professor Larry Smith followed Bass with a heart· 
felt speech describing President Stanley as a "fair, honest 
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and good person." Many others spoke highly of the retir· 
ing president, including Dr. Bill Spillar, associate dean of 
Instructional and Stildeht Suwc,rt; Mary Ann "'Amelang, 
director of Developmental·Foundation; Jim Reinholz, 
head of Economic Development of Clear Lake; Tillie 
Henson, librarian; and Jim Butler, president of COM Board 
of Trustees. Judge Jim Yarbrough of Galveston County 
ended the afternoon's event by saying, "Stanley epitomizes 
the community of colleges." 

Not only will President Stanley be leaving behind many 
wonderful memories, he also will be leaving behind an 
endowed music scholarship in his name worth $1,000 a 
year. The requirements are a 3.0 GPA, being a music ma
jor and being enrolled in 12 credit hours. 

SNAP offers two-for-one 
special for dogs in October 
By ROBIN LARSON 
Staff Reporter 

The Spay-Neuter Assistance Program in Houston is of
fering a special in October for dogs, This two.for-one 
special for neutering or spaying is in honor of National 
Adopt·a-Dog month. For female dogs the price is $30 
and for males it is $25. For dogs weighing more than 40 
pounds an additional $10 is charged. 

If you have a cat, SNAP also offers coupons on the 
Internet at <www.snaptx.org>. The coupons are in effect 
Monday through Friday only. These coupons also are the 
two-for-one special. · -., 

For the month of November SNAP is offering a Heart· 
· worm Awareness special which provides free heartwonn 
tests for dogs. However, the animal must have a surgery 
(neutering or spaying) in order for the test to be free. 

.SNAP, a non-profit organization, provides the service 
for the well·being and the prevention of homeless ani
maJs. The SNAP Houston Spay and Neuter Clinic is lo
cated at 1603 Shepherd Drive, three blocks south of In
terstate 10. 

Appointments for surgery arc required af\d can be made 
by calling (713) 863--0010. The clinic is open every day 
except Tuesdays. 

• 

Letters to the Editor 
Student, police discuss smoking issue 
Dear Editor, 

College of the Mainland became a non-smoking cam· 
pus awhile back. The reason it became smoke.free was 
blamed on the students. They said Students weren't smok
ing in designated areas, not following rules and throwing 
the~r butts on the ground. The campus police started en· 
forcing that rule and were preaching to students about 
the smoking policy. They began to issue tiCkets if stu· 
dents weren't obeying the non.smoking rule. I have or'le 
question !O ask. If studeqts aren't allowed to smoke where 

. they-want to, then why are the campus police? One week 
ago I was jogging on the COM trail when I saw campus 
police sitting and smoking in their little security car on 
the grass. The police want to preach to the students about 
the smoking policy. Give me a break then. They need to 
follow the rules themselves first. The campus police can 
take their tickets, the smoking, and put it where the sun 
doesn't shine: If the police can issue tickets to students 
about smoking, then students should be able to issue out 
the tickets, too, What is good for the goose, is good for 
the gander. One last thing. Practice what you preach. 

Sincerely, 
Kathy Pollard 
COM student 

Editor S Note: lnterCOM received this letter Sept. 27. . . 

Editor of lnterCOM, 
This is in response to the letter sent to InterCOM in 

reference to the campus police smoking on the grassy hill 
located on the far east side of campus. 

The College of the Mainland policy on smoking states 
there is no smoking on campus property except "in a 
person's private vehicle ("in" includes in the back of a 
pickup truck). "Campus property" includes all parking 
<!-reas, grounds and buildings. There is, however, an 
easement considered as not being on campus property 
which complete.ly encircles the campus, and smoking is~ 
permitted in this area. The easement includes all areas 
within 10 feet of the paved public streets which fonn the 
main boundaries on three sides of the campus as well as 
the grassy hill and drainage ditch on the east side 
boundary. In these areas, smokers who do not have 
private vehicles to sit in: are allowed to smoke. 

Hopefully this will provide the letter writer and 
possibly others with a better explanation of the College 
of the Mainland smoking policy and dispel the per· 
ceived injustice of a double standard by the campus 
police.·· 

E.W. "Butch" Carr 
Team Leader 
Police Team 

Editor S note: lnterCOM asked the Police Team to re· 
spond to the letter from COM student Kathy Pollard. We 
received the t{am leader S Jetter Sept. 29. 

COM offers 8-week classes 
Two courses in one semester! 
The College of the Mainland Hum~ities Team will 

offer two eight.week English courses this spring. Dr. 
Mark Sanders will teach English 1301 in the first eight 
weeks of the spring semester and English 1302 in the 
second eight weeks. 

Students must achieve a grade.of C to qualify for the 
second half. However, any student who has received a C 
in any ENGL 1301 may enroll in the eight-week ENGL 
1302 course. 

The courses are listed as Index 2290, ENGL 1301.41, 
and Index 2291, ENGL 1302.41. 

Telephone registration for the spring semester begins 
Nov. 27. For more information call the program assis
tant, Bethany Pheneger, at ( 409) 938-1211 or 1 (88$) 
258-8859, Ext. 214, or Dr. Sanders at Ext. 356. 

• 

Child mirrors society 
Continued from Page 1-----------
Spanish at school. Her happily anticipated first school 
day leaves her.disillusioned. As one disappointment 
follows another, she says stoically, "No importa. (It 
doesn't matter.)." 

Through the eyes of this child we see how society of. 
ten imposes assimilation. The teacher, who insisted lhe 
child's name was Terri, took away her coloring of 
Cinderella because Tere gave Cinderella black hair in· 
stead of the traditional blonde. 

Dr. Tafolla, a San Antonio native, considers family roots 
a great influence in her life. In her autobiography she 
writes about her grandmother who died after Dr. Tafolla 's 
first birthday. "She guides me throush many days. She 
was from Mexico, a proud, quiet womau, who spoke little 
a.nd said much, whose skirts always touched the ground, 
who never raised hervoice or lowered her dignity. 

"The family is the source from which flows the strength 
of our culture," Dr. Tafolla asserts iri her autobiography. 

From her grandfather she learned to "comprate un fierro 
con cada dia de pago (buy an iron or tool each payday)." 
Dr. Tafolla 's investment in new fierros now consists df 
computers, file boxes and writing implements. 1'0nly the 
definitions of dia de pago had to be changed," declared 
Dr. Tafolla during her presentation. 

Dr. Tafolla's award.winning works span a wide array 
of genres: short stories, pOetry, fiction and children's 
books. The first edition of Sonnets to Human Beings and 
other Selected Works made history as the first critical ~j. i 

tion of a work by a Chicana writer. It received first prize 
in the 1989 University of California at Irvine National 
Chicano Literature contest. 

The second edition, published in 1992, includes poems, 
short stories, an autobiography and a variety of critical 
and interpretive essays. 

The down.to-earth and often poignant characters in Dr. 
Tafol\a's one-woman show are based on real life people 
tn wham.anyone of.nearly any walk of.life can relate_ The. 
characters are the personification of her poems. 

"Dichos (sayings) are the curriculum of the masses," 
Dr. Tafolla told the audience as she began her next offer· 
ing, poquito all.i (A little bit here, a little bit there). 

· Paquito allii focuses on the maimed hand of an old 
Chicano war veteran who survived· the war intact only to 
come home to lose the middle fingers of his right hand on 
the job. Via his own voice we learn that he is not bitter. 
He still {eels productive and appreciates that which bolds 
real value for him. 

"Why just today I planted 10 small seeds .... This hand 
(he holds up the hand with missing fingers) still knows 
how to saludar (greet), shake hands, y abrazar (embrace) 
and only yesterday my baby""grandson stood right up, hold· 
ing on to these good fingers here. Derecho (straight) fuerte 
(strong) unafraid. Paquito aqui, poquito all.i (a little bit 
here, a little bit there)," he concluded. 

COM president, Dr. Homer "Butch" Haye:t, thanked Dr. 
Tafolla for her performance and asked, "When will you 
come back to see us again?" Dr. Tafolla responded, 
"Whenever you invite me again." Dr. Hayes had one word 
for her performance: "Tremendous!" 

The perfonnance, sponsored by the COM Hispanic Or· 
ganization for Leaming Advancement, COM Amigos, the 
Student Activities Board, the Social Science Team, the 
Humanities Team and the COM Art Gallery, was part of a 
series of events in observance of Hispanic Heritage Month 
Sept. 15-0ct. 15 at COM. The COM Amigos served Mexi· 
can food after the program. 

After the show many took the opportunity to meet with 
Or. Tafolla and to have her sign their copy of her book El 

Coyotito y la Viejita (Baby Coyote and the Old Woman). 
The children's book, aimed at Children in third through 
fifth grades, is an illustrated story about a baby coyote 
that teaches an old woman about caring for the environ· 
ment. 

Dr. Tafolla performed and was keynote speaker at the 
Galveston College fall 1998 lecture series, "Making an 
American quilt: Race and Community, in Our Time." 
For more information on Chicano literature, Dr. Tafolla 
and other Chicano writers, visit the publisher's Web site 
at (www.wingspress.com.com>. 
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The fall 2000 lnterCOM staff gathers for a photo on the outside mezzanine of the Leaming Reaourcu Center. 
Staff members are (front row, from left) April Brandon, Brad Stevenson, Managing Edhor Michelle Fichera, Man
aging Editor Jennifer West and Online Editor Elias de la Cerda Jr.; (back row, from left) Robin Larson, Matthew 
Jost and Dana Sparling. Not pictured are Sharon Kershaw Boult and lnterCOM adviser Astrid H. Lowery. 

(Photo by Astrid H. Lo-ry) 

·, 
President wants to recruit high school students 
Continued from Page 1------------ Dr. Hayes and his wife, Amparo, who celebrated their 
high school. He plans to start meeting with all superin- 30th \;Vedding anniversary in September, enjoy square 
tendents of Galveston County school districts to discuss dancing. They have two daughters, Amanda and Alexis. 

- geftiiig ffigli scboo1Students more mvolved on camJ)u""sc--'"--'a-,s,-ancla, a"Texas A:&-Y-Unive"rsity 111College Stafio"n 
sometime during the year. "That makes them feel com- graduate, with a bachelor's degree in math, has completed 
fortable with being there," he said. "And then we can talk her course work for her master's degree through Texas 
about what programs we have." Woman's University in Denton. She is expecting twins, a 

In order to enhance recruitment for COM, Dr. Hayes boy and a girl, anytime from mid-October to December. 
has asked Renea Campbell, Technical Preparation coor· Alexis, a University of Texas at Austin graduate with a 
dinator, to look at developing a position for a K·12 col· bachelor's degree in dance and a master's degree in health 
lege coordinator, someone who will be in constant con- and wellness education, is an aerobics instructor and per-
tact with the area school districts. sonal trainer. 

Williams excited about helping students 
By ROBIN LARSON 
Staff Reporter 

Have you ever wondered where you will go or what 
you will do after you finish community college? Whether 
it will be a university or straight into the work.force, Col
lege of the Mainland's newcomer Patricia Williams is just 
the person to speak with. 

As director of Career Services (located on the second 
floor of the Student Center), Williams' goal is to "help 
the students find employment opportunities and help you 
discover who you are as an individual, as well as any 
educational opportunities." 

With seven years of experience in the higher education 
career services, Williams is "confident about preparing 
students for today's global economy, where it's not enough 
to simply be good at a job." Williams added, "Today a 
worker can expect to engage in at least five to eight dif· 
ferent occupations in .a lifetime; therefore, having a ca· 
reer plan, which allows for an individual to build upon 
existing, transferable skills, is important." 

Origindlly from Alabama, Williams, who joined COM 
in July, graduated from XavieCUniversity in New Qr . 
leans with a master's degree in post secondary education 
guidance and counseling. Williams' experience in career 
resources began at the University of Tennessee in Knox· 
ville. She later became a career counselor at the Univer· 
sity of Alabama in Tuscaloosa, and then was recruited by 
Xavier University. -

For the past two years she se~ed as assistant director 

• 

of career services at Dillard University in New Orleans, 
and also acted as a consultant for a schooJ-to·career part· 
nership with the New Orleans Chamber of Commerce. 

Williams, who is enthusiastic about helping students 
with any questions they may· haVe about their future, also 
offers many workshops. The major categories include Ma
jor and Career Planning, Computer Lab, Placement Ser
vices, and Campus and Community. The workshops are 
designed to help students choose the area in which they 
need to improve. 

For students looking for employment, various videos 
on different occupations·~re available, as well as job op
portunities froJll local, national and international corpo
rations. 

Williams also has opportunities for students to do in
ternships or volunteer work at different agencies and in
formation on available part-time positions. If students 
do not know where to begin when applying for a job, Wit. 
Iiams prepares them by te~ching them to write a resume, 
and what to say and wear to an interview. She also will 
assist the student in looking for jobs in different locations, 

"l am simply a coach for you," WiUiams says. "By 
knowing who you are, you will be better equipped to find 
a career path that meets yoUF personal, social, intellec
tual, spiritual, financial and professional needs." 

The Career Services center truly is about you. The ca. 
reer center library, academic advisers and counselo{S are 
eager to help you explore careers. To learn more about 
Career Services call Williams at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 
258- 8859, Ext. 529. 
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Campus Life 

Patricia WIiiiama deacrlbee the programs Career Service• offers during the open houae held Sept. !5 in the 
Student Center. Business Professor Carla Boone and student Jonathan Steele listen. (Photo by Dana 
Sparling) 

Career Services ready to assist students 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland Career Services held an open 
house hosted by the team members of Testing and Coun
seling Sept. 5. The event was open to students, faculty, 
staff and the public. Among those who attended was new 
COM president, Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes. 

The goal of the open house was to "let folks know the 
purpose of Career Services," said Patricia Williams, the 
new Career Services director. 

Williams' goal for this year is to help "the students get 
job-ready." Several resources are available in Career Ser
vices which will allow Williams to help stud~nts. Re
sources include videos, books, magazines, workshops and 

computer programs such as JOBTRAK, Gooey Industries 
and SIGI Plus. Above all, Williams said her resource for 
preparing studenls is to listen to what they want and need. 
Listening allows her to assist the student in determining 
which career is best for him or her. 

Career Services is offering several workshops. A Basic 
Interview Workshop will be Oct. 5,. at 12:30 p.m. Then 
Oct. 12, there will be another Orientation of Career Ser
vices at 12:30 p.m., along with a Student/Faculty/Staff 
Liaison Board meeting at 8:30 a.m. An Advanced Inter
view Workshop will be held Oct. 17 at 12:30 p.m. 

To find out more or to sign up for a work.shop, stop by 
the Career Services Office located on the second floor of 
the Student Center, or call Williams at (409) 938· 1211 or 
1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 529. 

Welcome Kickoff a success in spite of weather 
By MATIHEW JOST 
Staff Reporter 

Many College of the Mainland students, faculty and 
staff gathered outside the Leaming Resource Center to 
enjoy the free food and music of the Welcome Kickoff 
sponsored by the Student Activities Board Sept. 12. 

The gentle, byt unexpected showers hardly seemed to 
influence the crowd if they even noticed the rain at aU as 
president of the SAB, Jeremy Robinson, introduced the 
new COM president, Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes. 

Dr. Hayes expressed a lot of excitement at being present 
that afternoon and was met with a wann round of applause 
from all before be brought Dean of Instruction James 
Templer and Dean of Student Services Pam Davenport to 
the microphone. After brief introductions they promoted 
COM activities. Then Robinson was again front and cen
ter to welcome representatives of COM clubs one by one. 
Each club representative presented information about the 

activities available to students and how. to get involved 
with the clubs. 

The kickoff had a remarkable turnout and a suprising 
number of clubs gave presentations including the new club 
for Child Development, the Graphic Arts Club, the Stu· 
dent Nurse Association, the Geology Club and many more. 

Having fun, however, was perhaps the No. 1 objective 
of this event. A positive attitude, a wealth of smiles and 
the casual air sci by the fpod and music was the evidence 
of success. 

Free food wasn't the only thing people left With. A slew 
of COM's rubber ducks were awarded to lucky partici
pants in the Welcome Kickoff's raffle. 

Ideally all who attended would share the view of stu
dent Cheryl Kepna, who exclaimed, '1'here were a lot of 
clubs I didn't even know existed." When asked if the event 
had encouraged her to become more involved with stu
dent activities, she could only lend an enthusiastic nod 
while demolishing what was left of her fre~ lunch. 

Fall 2000 Sports Day to be hosted by San Jacinto Central 
College of the Mainland will participate in the bian· 

nual Gulf Coast Intercollegiate ConferenCe Sports Day 
Oct. 26. 

This semester the competition will be hosted by San 
Jacinto College, with all events taking place on the cen
tral campus in Pasadena. 

GCIC colleges will once again compete in basketball, 
spftball, volleyball, table lennis, racquetball, tennis and 

• 

eight·ball. This semester golf, soccer and sand volleyball 
will compete on the same day; in past competitions these 
events were held oii a separate sports day. 

A GCIC Bowling Spons Day is set for Nov. 8 at 
Armadilla Lanes in Pasadena. 

For more infonnation contact Maryann Urick, coordi
nator of Recreational Programs and Student Activities, at 
(409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 
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Games turn tragic as 
parents' anger grows 

Michelle 
Fkhera 

All my life I've been around Little League sports 
programs. From the time I was old enough to remember, 
my brother was always playing either baseball, football 
or soccer, and my dad was always his coach. So Mom 
and I were always at the games. 

At 5 years old a child is very impressionable, and I 
clearly remember sitting in the stands with my mother 
listening to the other parents complain about the calls 
the uITipire made, the position their child was playing or 
the fact that their child wasn't playing at all. That was 
1985. Fifteen years later parents are still getting angry at 
children's sporting events; however, the reactions are 
much more drastic than complaining in the bleachers. 

This past July tragedy struck at a children's hockey 
practice in Boston. 

Michael Costin was supervising the practice in which 
three of his sons were participating. Another father, 
Thomas Junta, got angry when a child hit his son, an act 
he claims was caused by Costin 's lack of control over 
the children. The two adtilts got into a shoving match, 
and Junta was removed from the practice by security. 
When practice was over he returned and confronted 
Costin. Witnesses say Junta knocked Costin down and 
repeatedly hit his head into the ground. Costin died the 
next day. 

Costin 's children witnessed the scene and screamed in 
terror as they watched their father being beaten. His sons 
say they lost the man who taught them never to give up. 

At what point did our society change so drastically 
that we began abusing the volunteers' that help our 
children succeed? Little League coaches are nothing 
more than people whQ give up their free time to'help the 
youth of America. Youth, who otherwise might not have 
an adult who takes time to spend specifically on them. 

Coaches aren't the only ones feeling the change in 
parents' behavior. Several youth umpires and referees 
have left games fearing for their safety because some 
parenls""bave become uncontrollably outraged. Some 
have even quit the profession because of parents. 

Other than the coaches and umpires, the children 
themselves are feeling a change. The parents' behavior 
has gotten so out of hand that thci players aren't having 
fun anymore. It has gotten to the point where the _child 
doesn't want to participate any longer; the fun bas 
turned into strict competition. Today by age 13, 70 
percent of children drop out of sports; the No. 1 reason 
they say is that it isn't fun anymore. 

Parents need to remember that no matter what the 
children are playing, organized sports are supposed to be 
fun. In youth leagues it isn't about college scholarships 
or state championships. It's about having fun and 
playing your best. The kids may not be good enough to 
win every game, but they don't care; they just want to 
have fun. 
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Dr. Laura's views 
jaded, chauvinistic 

Jennifer 
West 

Women have come a long way in the struggle for 
equal rights. We wanr to be respected, not be treated like 
a piece of meat, admired for our intellect, not expected 
to be subservient to our husbands. Plus, not all women 
want to be Susie homemaker. 

About four weeks ago, I was flipping through the 
television channels before going. to work and happened 
to come across the Dr. laura show, hosted by Dr. Laura 
Schlessinger. The episode was titled, "Are You Your 
Children 's Parent?" 

It raised questions about day care and who is teaching 
our children their morals and values. 
• In the 30 minutes I watched the show, I gathered its 
premise basically was that if women aren't staying home 
with their children, the children aren ' t getting the 
attention and the love they deSCrve. 

Dr. Laura had women experts on the show to speak 
about the subject. One_ woman I found particularly 
irritating was a budget analyst. 'The analyst wrote a book 
which states that women can afford to stay home and 
live on one salary, the husband's, and raise the children 
so they will learn the best morals and values. She also 
showed ways to scrimp, how to find the best sales and 
how to be an expert coupon cutter to Jive off one salary. 

Who wants to scrimp on one salary? Not all women 
are thrilled by the prospect of cutting coupons every 
week. This is America. People don't want to economize 
when they can afford lavish things. 

Dr. Laura and the experts went on and on ·about how 
we women can make the difference in raising our 
children. Not once did they mention what kind of impact 
the father has on raising the child. 

That isn't fair. Both parents raise the child, not just the 
mother. 

Besides", dido 't women spend years trying to get out 
of the kitchen? We should be able to have the option of 
staying home with our children or having a career 
outside the home. 

This woman, Or. Laura, a woman with a television and 
a radio show, tells us that we are not good mothers if we 
don't stay home and raise our children. According to her, 
its back to the kitchen for women if we want our 
children to have good morals and values. 

She doesn't have the right to tell us that. 
1 can look back on my l;hildhood and remember that 

we would not have been able to go overseas and travel 
as much as we did only on my dad's salary. We would 
not have lived in the nice house we lived in, my parents 
would not have driven the nice vehicles they drove, and 
today, l would not be driving the vehicle that I drive if 
our family had lived on only one salary. 

How is the mother going to teach her children social 
interaction if they are at~home all day with just her? 
Children learn this at a young age by playing and 
interacting with other children. Moms can't do that all 
by themselves. 

As a former day care kid, I'm proud of what I went 
through. Day care was fun. To this day, I'm still friends 
with kids that I met in day care. 

I don't begrudge my mom for not staying home with 
me. Her being career driven has inspired me to have a 
successful career also. 

Women are right to want respect, equal pay for equal 
work., and the freedom to choose a career, and to have 
the option of staying home with their children if they 
want to . 

And shame on Dr. Laura for not encouraging women 
to get careers and be independent and successful. She's 
as bad as a male chauvinist. 
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Renovated Admissions Office 'customer friendly' 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Admissions Office reno
vation is finally complete. 

The renovation started in the beginning of June and 
was expected to be completed in August. However, it was 
not until Sept. 12 that the admissions staff was able to 
move back into the newly renovated office from their tem
porary location in A-127 of the Administration Building. 

Renovations included clearing the office completely, 
putting in new carpet and ceramic ceiling tiles. The old 
counters were replaced with custom built counters that 
allow _for more privacy· and storage. Student Records spe
cialists' desks were replaced with cubicles, Which gives 
them more privacy and workspace. The new counters and 

cubicles also give a neater appearance to the office. 
"We wanted to create an open and welcome environ

ment for our students.," Registrar Bill Peace said. He added 
the new office is " a place where employees won't be dis
tracted and students can access their own information." 
Peace's office is located immediately at right of the en
trance in the Admissions Office. 

COM student Karyn Lindsey said the new Admissions 
Office "looks great! So organized." 

"The new office is ncustomer friendly" and "student ori
ented," said Laura Winkler, Student Records specialist. 

Wtren asked to compare the renovated office with the 
old office, student worker Ann Burdette said, "There is 
no comparison." The specialists agree that the new addi
tions allow for more privacy which should make students 
feel more comfortable. 

College Hour devoted to activities, special events 
By MATIHEW_JOST 
Staff' Reporter 

For many students attending College of the Mainland 
the term "College Hour" rings a bell of familiarity, but 
for those who are unfamiliar with it, read on. 

Perhaps while determining your schedule or sharing it 
with a friend yOu may have noticed the absence of classes 
between 12:30 and 1:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
This is no coincidence. What your schedule doesn't tell 
you is that this is College Hour: 60 minutes devoJed to 
school activities and special events such as the upcoming 

Multicultural Lunch Fest (Oct. 17), Student Concerns Fo
rum (Oct. 24), the Halloween Karaoke Party (Oct. 31) 
and many other special events you may find a little more 
interesting than )!OUr routine classes. 

College Hour makes it relatively easy to participate in 
scheduled activities due to the fact that this time doesn't 
interfere with any classes. 

As Student Activities sponsor, Maryann Urick states, 
"College Hour wAs set aside years ago for club meetings 
and for students to participate in school activities." 

So if you' re interested in attending any future events, 
don ' t fret about class. College Hour will make it possible. 

Volunteers needed to serve on grievance committees 
By JENNIFER WEST 
Managing Editor 

Dr. Bill · Spillar, ombudsman at College of the Main
land, is looking for students to serve on grievance com
mittees. 

tf there is a complaint between two parties at COM, 
i.e., a student and a faculty member, a grievance is filed 
with the college ombudsman, who then attempts to solve 
the problem. If a satisfactory decision for both parties is 
not reached by the ombudsman, the complaint is taken to 
the appropriate dean: the Dean of Instruction James 
Templer, or the Dean of Student Affairs Pam Davenport. 

If a decision cannot be made by the appropri~te dean, a 
committee of two students, two faculty .and two staff mem
bers is chosen to hear the complaint. These are one-time 

• 

committees. To be fair, anyone personally involved in the 
situa.tion will not be picked to serve on the committee of 
that particular grievance. 

If a pecision satisfactory to both parties cannot be 
reached by the committee, the complaint is taken lo the 
college president. If the dec;:ision still is not satisfactory, 
then the hearing goes to the COM Board of Trustees. The 
Board's decision will be final. 

"But most grievances are usually solved at the infor. 
mal level, " said Dr. Spillar, dean of Instructional and 
tudent support. "Very rarely do grievances go to the presi
dent or the Board." 

For more information about serving on a committee, 
call Dr. Spillar at (409) 938-1211 or I (888) 258-8859, 
Ext. 215. Pages 122-124 of the 2000-2001 COM catalog 
explain how student grievances are handled. 
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Assistance offered 
in Writing Center 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Humanities Team offers 
writing tutorials to anyone needing assistance. Help from 
the Writing Center is not limited to English papers; the 
professors will help with any paper for any class. Assis
iance is available personally or online. The Writing Cen
ter has had an e-mail account since Sept. 2. 

Tutorials are held in the Writing Center, located in Suite 
B of the Leaming Resources Center, to help students hav
ing problems with thesis statements, generating ideas, or
ganization, development and documentation. In the Writ
ing Center, students receive one-on-one assistance from 
an English professor. 

Tutorials to cover gralTlmar and mechanical problems 
are held in the Developmental Writing Lab, located in L-
248 of the LRC. Computer aided instruction also is avail
able to students in L-248. 

The Writing Center will help students brainstonn and 
focus on one idea, clarify topics, overcome writing weak
nesses and develop writing strengths. The professors also 
will answer questions about grammar and give feedback 
regarding papers. However, they will not edit papers, re
write sentences, discuss a grade given by another instruc
tor, predict a student's grade, or provide topics, said Dr. 
Gilchrist White, head of the Writing Center. 

Writing Center hours are Mondays and Wednesdays 11-
12:20 p.m. with Dr. Andrew Nelson; 3:30-4:50 p.m. with 
Dr. Mark Sanders; and 5-5:45 p.m. with Ouida Sanmann. 
On Tuesdays and Thursdays the hours are 11-12:20 p.m. 
with Dr. Gilchrist White; 1:30-2:50 p.m. with Ouida 
Sanmann; 4:30-5:45 p.m. with Brenda Brown; and 7:15-
7:55 p.m. with Astrid H. Lowery. 

Developmental Writing Lab hours are Mondays and 
Wednesdays 12:30-1:SOp.m. with Clint Hllnter; Mondays 
and Tuesdays 2-3:20 p.m. wilh Carolyn Sharer; and Thurs
days 11-12:20 p.m. and 1:30-2:50 p.m. with Dr. Janith 
Slephenson. 

Students may contact Dr. White with specific problems 
by e-mail at: <writingcenter@roail.mainland.cc.tx.uS>. 
When using the e-mail account, students should ask spe
cific questions regarding their papers, not just send an 
entire paper. Questions can be 1n regard to the whole pa
per, but they must be specific questions. Dr. White hopes 
10 respond to e-mails within 24 hours. • 

for questions call (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 
258-8859 to contact the Writing Center at Ext. 214 or the 
Developmental Writing Lab at Ext. 218 

Artist Angel Rodriguez-Diaz speaks to students and other visitors at the COM Fine Arts Gallery. His display of 
acrylic and oll self-portralta, anthropomorphisms dealing with issues of Individual and community, are part of 
the From Root to Flower exhibit celebratlng Hispanic Heritage Month Sept. 15-0ct. 15. The display Includes 
works by artlata Kathy Vargas, Elena Lopez-Poirot and Rolando Briseno (In the background). The exhibit, which 
opened Sept.14 clons Oct. 19. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

New officers elected to Student Government 
By DANA SPARLING 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Government elec
tions were held Sept 26 in the Student Center from 8 a.m.-
7 p.m. 

More students voted this year than in any previous elec
tions. In the past, only about 90 students made the record 
for participation, but Student Government surpassed that 
number Ibis yeat with the help of 133 votes! 

Elected officers for the 2000-2001 school year are as 
follows: Dana Sparling, president; Robin Larson, vice 
president; Mario Lazano, parlfamentarian; LaToiah Will
iams, secretary; Michele Nguyen. treasurer; Katina 
Gilmore, night school representative~ and Jeff Evans and 
Jonathan Steele, College Senate representatives .. 

Most people think one vote doesn't make a difference. 

This isn't true. Mario Lazano won his office by one vote. 
So you see 011.e vote can make a big difference. 

The purpose of Student Government is to promote stu
dent participation in the decision-making process affect
ing students. It is an organization dedicated to ensuring. 
the rights of students. Officers are elected to represent 
the student body. They are the voice of the students. 

If students have any concerns or problems, these new 
officers are the people they· need to see. 

Student Government meetings are held every other 
Thu.rsday at 12:30 p.m. i..n the Administration Building, 
. Room A-148. These meetings are held to discuss and vote 
on the various issues presented to the officers. 

Student Government has an office in the Student Cen
ter on the first floor. A drop box will be set up outside the 
office w~ere stud.en IS can drop off any concerns they may 
have ... An e-mail address also is being set up. 

1900 Storm demolishes the stability of an unprepared island 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Managing Editor 

"The Slorm." To people familiar wilh Galveston 
County the phrase can mean only one thing. Anyone 
familiar with the area lnows that "The Storm" refers to 
the devastating hurricane that hit Galveston on Sept. 8, 
1900. 

In the years before 1900, Galveston had dev_eloped 
into one of the wealthiest cities in the country. The natu
ral channel made it the most important seaport in Texas· 
with trains carrying cargo to and from the port and ships 
traveling across the seas. 

The city was home to more than 35,000 people and 
numerous state firsts including electricity and tele
phones. People from around the country visited 
Galveston to swim in the Gulf of Mexico. 

The same traits that attracted people to the island left 
it exposed to misfortune. 

Before the 1900 storm, the suggestion to build a sea
wall bad been made and dismissed by citi2:ens who were 
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confident the city could withstand severe stonns. 
On the morning of Sept. 8, 1900, as the water began to 

rise, Galveston residents continued their daily routines. 
From his post on top of the National Weather Service, 
Isaac Cline, chief meteorologist of the U.S. Weather Ser· 
vice station in Galveston, watched stonn swells rise, the 
barometer drop and the winds strengthen. Leaving the bll
reau located at 23rd and Market streets, Cline rode up and 
down the beach warning visitors to go home and residents 
to move to higher ground. 

By 6 p.m. the wind speed was higher than 100 miles 
per hour, and the water from the Gulf met the watef' in 
Galveston Bay. Residents were climbing into second sto
rie~. attics and roofs. At 7:30 p.m. the main storm surge 
struck the south shore of the island. Houses along the beach 
front were lifted and thrown into other houses. 

Cine estimated the winds exceeded 120 miles per hour, 
but present meteorologists estimate that the winds were 
between 130 and 140 miles per hour to cause such pro
found damage to lbe city. 

The 15 1/2 foot stonn surge extended from the Gulf to 
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the Bay (approximately one mile), rolling over houses and 
forcing a two-story wall of debris across the island, de
stroying everything in its path. When it finally stopped, 
the wall Or debris protected the buildings behind it from 
being destroyed. 

When the winds finally subsided more than 6,000 people 
were dead, and nobody avoided loss of property or fam
ily. The are"a from First to Eighth streets, and from the 
beach to the harbor was destroyed, as was anything west 
of 45th Street to the end of the city. 

The story of the 1900 stonn is so unusual because of 
the optimism of its survivors. Rather than fleeing the city 
that seemed prone to destruction, they opted to stay and 
rebuild. It was those survivors who built the city that still 
lives today. 
Sources consulted included The Galveston County Daily News, and 

Erik larso11's Isaac's Storm. 

Editor's Note: This is the first part of a three-part series. 
Part ll will explore the rebuilding of Galveston and the 
installation of the Seawall. 

• 

Soap operas provide 
escape from horrors 

Sharon 
Kershaw. Boult 

OK, I admit it! I watch soap operas, and I'm proud to 
be considered a soap opera fan. 

After spending many years of my life trying to avoid 
the inevitability of watching soaps, in 1995 l finally 
gave in after finding myself elected by default to be the 
caretaker for my cancer stricken ex-mother-in-law. It 
was a grim situation that eventually led to her death. 

Watching soap operas provided the only escape from 
the predicament in which I found myself. The Young 
And The Restless, The Bold And The Beautiful, As The 
World Turns and The Guiding lighibecame welcome 
companions. even though I didn't have the luxury of 
watching them all in one day. 

Even now I definitely find it relaxing to watch soap 
operas. I can take my focus off my own day-to-day 
problems and concentrate on how others problem-solve 
or react to their situations. I am intrigued by human 
character and the dynamics of human interaction, and 
soap operas provide· a terrific vehicle, showing human 
interactions that provoke emotional responses from the 
viewers. 

Watching soap operas provides an emotional outlet for 
viewers without their having to be specifically involved 
in the situations happening to the characters in the soap 
opera. Viewers can "feel" the emotions without their 
personal lives being directly affected. For isolated 
people, it's easy to become enmeshed with the charac
ters and feel like they are· familiar friehds. 

Although I attended church at the time of my ex
mother-in-law's illness and have a deep faith in God, l 
felt I was drowning in the ugliness of the cancer 
consuming her and the subtle continuing conflict 
between her and my ex-husba.od which was exacerbated 
by the cancer. If l had revealed my indiscretion of 
watching soap operas, many well-meaning Christians 
might have piously told me I just needed more faith in 
God, while they went home to their well-ordered lives. 
For me, the soap operas were an answer to my prayers! 

Soap operas have been looked down upon in the 
religious community and even seen as the "tool-o(.-the
devil." In fact, the biggest soap operas of all are the 
stories in the Bible. The Bible tells of family betrayal 
when the 11 sons of Jacob try to get rid of their brother 
Joseph and sell him into slavery. He's thrown into prison 
but later becomes the prime minister of Egypt.• Soap 
operas don't get more melodramatic than that. 

Then there is King David who lusts after a woman he 
watches taking a bath and subsequently sleeps with her. 
She finds out she is pregnant and tells King David. He 
schemes to have her husband put on the front lines of 
battle, so the husband will be killed so King David can 
take the wife and marry her to hide his sin. 

Soap operas of today are tame compared to the human 
drama of the people in the Bible, but I think this is what 
the religious community fears the most ... their own 
humanity. There is much to learn about love, forgive
ness, anger, hatred and friendship in the Bible, as well as 
in soap operas. The religious community loses the 
opportunity to learn these lessons from soap operas 
when they choose. as a result of fear, to close their 
minds to lessons from ourside the Bible. 

My life has changed considerably since I first started 
watching soap operas. I am now in my first semester of 
college, and when I walk into the Student Center, a 
smile comes to my face when l see the television 
showing my old friends on The Young And The Restless. 
So I sil down, unpack my lunch and escape for a few 
precious minutes from exams, algebra and English 
research papers. 

' 

' 

• 
laterCOM, October lOOI, Pgo 5 

York designs costumes for COM Arena Theatre 
By TAMMIE 
LETROISE 
Staff Reporter 

Landis York is a 
very fascinating 
woman. Many stu
dents have not yet had 
the chance to meet 
her, but they may 
have seen her work 
displayed in j~st 
about every produc
tion the College Landis York 

of the Mainland Arena Theatre put on last year. 
York is the new costume designer for the COM 

theater department. Though she bas done a lot of free
lance designing, this is her first profeMional job after 
graduate school. 

When asked her opinion of the COM theater de
pan.ment, York said: "l think it's great; it's such a 
small department, but for a small place they get a lot 
done here. Everyone here does really good work. They 
get a lot of respect." York added, "It really is a good 
quality program." 

People in her profession can trav.el all over the 
world if they choose to. Costume designers are needed 
for ballets, operas and television shows. Costume de
signers look at the content of the play and the nature 
of the characters to decide which type of attire would 

• 

be right for them. Without thdse Ulteresting costumes, 
shows would be dull and lifeless; that is why York's 
job is so important. 

Although York is stationed in one area now, she 
has done quite a bit of traveling prior to coming to 
COM, as well as when she was a child. 

" My father was a college professor, and they tend 
(to) travel quite a bit," York said. "Then in between 
my undergraduate studies and my graduate studies I 
traveled a lot as well." 

Some of the states York has been to include Wash
ington, California and New York. 

York has a degree in fashion design as well as cos
tume design. She earned her bacherlor's degree at 
Washington University in St. Louis, Mo., and her 

. master's degree in costume design at Uqiversity of 
Alabama in Tuscaloosa. 

York has been interested in costumes since she was 
3 years old. The movie she admired the most as a 
child was Star Wars. York says that design~wise the 
movie "blew me away, and got me even more inter
ested in costumes." 

Costume design was not York's first career choice. 
She only chose it as one of her majors after working 
i.n the costume department for her work study pro
gram at Washington University. 

For those interested in costume"design, York offers 
this advice: "The more life experience the better you 
are. Take lots of drawing courses even if you can't 
draw, and remember to have fun and enjoy it." 

• 
Police emphasize importance of repo"rting incidents 
Continued rrom Page I----------

"We assist students in escorts to their cars at any time, 
day or night," Carr said. "We can assii;t lbell\ with ve
hicle unlocks if they happen to lock their keys in their 
car. (We give) jumpstarts; we also help them find their 
way around when they are lost, and show them where to 
to locate students faster in case of an emergency. 

Night students can be ~ured that all the night calls 
will be answered promptly. Previously, calls made to 
599-the emergency extension-at night were not com
ing through, due to a faulty cell phone provider; the old 
system has been replaced and all calls will go through. 

The campus police department is located in lhe Ad-

ministration Building in the short hallway across from 
the cashier's window. 

Students needing~istance may either visit the police 
station or call Ext 403 for non-emergency situations, such 
as vehicle unlocks, or Ext. 599 for extreme emergencies. 
To contact police from off-campus call (409) 938-1211 
or 1 (888) 258-8859 and then dial either Ext. 403 or Ext. 
599. 

Carr also offers this advice to students: "Students 
should come to us with any complaints they might have 
about another student or an instructor, and we will help 
them to the best of our ability: We are there for the stu
dents of this campus." · 

COM Police officers (back row, from left): Vernon Ewell, E.W. "'Butch" Carr, WIiiie Huerta; (front row) officer 
Loraine Franco and team ucretary Diann Lukas. Not pictured are Thoma, Dendy, Varnene Jones, Kent Dowdy, 
WIibur Long, Torrlos McCall, Robin Ring, Scott Seragoza, Chad Welker, Shawn Spralll and Jorry Staphona. 

(Photo by EIIH do lo Corda Jr.) 
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Assistance offered 
in Writing Center 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Humanities Team offers 
writing tutorials to anyone needing assistance. Help from 
the Writing Center is not limited to English papers; the 
professors will help with any paper for any class. Assis
iance is available personally or online. The Writing Cen
ter has had an e-mail account since Sept. 2. 

Tutorials are held in the Writing Center, located in Suite 
B of the Leaming Resources Center, to help students hav
ing problems with thesis statements, generating ideas, or
ganization, development and documentation. In the Writ
ing Center, students receive one-on-one assistance from 
an English professor. 

Tutorials to cover gralTlmar and mechanical problems 
are held in the Developmental Writing Lab, located in L-
248 of the LRC. Computer aided instruction also is avail
able to students in L-248. 

The Writing Center will help students brainstonn and 
focus on one idea, clarify topics, overcome writing weak
nesses and develop writing strengths. The professors also 
will answer questions about grammar and give feedback 
regarding papers. However, they will not edit papers, re
write sentences, discuss a grade given by another instruc
tor, predict a student's grade, or provide topics, said Dr. 
Gilchrist White, head of the Writing Center. 

Writing Center hours are Mondays and Wednesdays 11-
12:20 p.m. with Dr. Andrew Nelson; 3:30-4:50 p.m. with 
Dr. Mark Sanders; and 5-5:45 p.m. with Ouida Sanmann. 
On Tuesdays and Thursdays the hours are 11-12:20 p.m. 
with Dr. Gilchrist White; 1:30-2:50 p.m. with Ouida 
Sanmann; 4:30-5:45 p.m. with Brenda Brown; and 7:15-
7:55 p.m. with Astrid H. Lowery. 

Developmental Writing Lab hours are Mondays and 
Wednesdays 12:30-1:SOp.m. with Clint Hllnter; Mondays 
and Tuesdays 2-3:20 p.m. wilh Carolyn Sharer; and Thurs
days 11-12:20 p.m. and 1:30-2:50 p.m. with Dr. Janith 
Slephenson. 

Students may contact Dr. White with specific problems 
by e-mail at: <writingcenter@roail.mainland.cc.tx.uS>. 
When using the e-mail account, students should ask spe
cific questions regarding their papers, not just send an 
entire paper. Questions can be 1n regard to the whole pa
per, but they must be specific questions. Dr. White hopes 
10 respond to e-mails within 24 hours. • 

for questions call (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 
258-8859 to contact the Writing Center at Ext. 214 or the 
Developmental Writing Lab at Ext. 218 

Artist Angel Rodriguez-Diaz speaks to students and other visitors at the COM Fine Arts Gallery. His display of 
acrylic and oll self-portralta, anthropomorphisms dealing with issues of Individual and community, are part of 
the From Root to Flower exhibit celebratlng Hispanic Heritage Month Sept. 15-0ct. 15. The display Includes 
works by artlata Kathy Vargas, Elena Lopez-Poirot and Rolando Briseno (In the background). The exhibit, which 
opened Sept.14 clons Oct. 19. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

New officers elected to Student Government 
By DANA SPARLING 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Government elec
tions were held Sept 26 in the Student Center from 8 a.m.-
7 p.m. 

More students voted this year than in any previous elec
tions. In the past, only about 90 students made the record 
for participation, but Student Government surpassed that 
number Ibis yeat with the help of 133 votes! 

Elected officers for the 2000-2001 school year are as 
follows: Dana Sparling, president; Robin Larson, vice 
president; Mario Lazano, parlfamentarian; LaToiah Will
iams, secretary; Michele Nguyen. treasurer; Katina 
Gilmore, night school representative~ and Jeff Evans and 
Jonathan Steele, College Senate representatives .. 

Most people think one vote doesn't make a difference. 

This isn't true. Mario Lazano won his office by one vote. 
So you see 011.e vote can make a big difference. 

The purpose of Student Government is to promote stu
dent participation in the decision-making process affect
ing students. It is an organization dedicated to ensuring. 
the rights of students. Officers are elected to represent 
the student body. They are the voice of the students. 

If students have any concerns or problems, these new 
officers are the people they· need to see. 

Student Government meetings are held every other 
Thu.rsday at 12:30 p.m. i..n the Administration Building, 
. Room A-148. These meetings are held to discuss and vote 
on the various issues presented to the officers. 

Student Government has an office in the Student Cen
ter on the first floor. A drop box will be set up outside the 
office w~ere stud.en IS can drop off any concerns they may 
have ... An e-mail address also is being set up. 

1900 Storm demolishes the stability of an unprepared island 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Managing Editor 

"The Slorm." To people familiar wilh Galveston 
County the phrase can mean only one thing. Anyone 
familiar with the area lnows that "The Storm" refers to 
the devastating hurricane that hit Galveston on Sept. 8, 
1900. 

In the years before 1900, Galveston had dev_eloped 
into one of the wealthiest cities in the country. The natu
ral channel made it the most important seaport in Texas· 
with trains carrying cargo to and from the port and ships 
traveling across the seas. 

The city was home to more than 35,000 people and 
numerous state firsts including electricity and tele
phones. People from around the country visited 
Galveston to swim in the Gulf of Mexico. 

The same traits that attracted people to the island left 
it exposed to misfortune. 

Before the 1900 storm, the suggestion to build a sea
wall bad been made and dismissed by citi2:ens who were 

• 

• 

confident the city could withstand severe stonns. 
On the morning of Sept. 8, 1900, as the water began to 

rise, Galveston residents continued their daily routines. 
From his post on top of the National Weather Service, 
Isaac Cline, chief meteorologist of the U.S. Weather Ser· 
vice station in Galveston, watched stonn swells rise, the 
barometer drop and the winds strengthen. Leaving the bll
reau located at 23rd and Market streets, Cline rode up and 
down the beach warning visitors to go home and residents 
to move to higher ground. 

By 6 p.m. the wind speed was higher than 100 miles 
per hour, and the water from the Gulf met the watef' in 
Galveston Bay. Residents were climbing into second sto
rie~. attics and roofs. At 7:30 p.m. the main storm surge 
struck the south shore of the island. Houses along the beach 
front were lifted and thrown into other houses. 

Cine estimated the winds exceeded 120 miles per hour, 
but present meteorologists estimate that the winds were 
between 130 and 140 miles per hour to cause such pro
found damage to lbe city. 

The 15 1/2 foot stonn surge extended from the Gulf to 

• 

the Bay (approximately one mile), rolling over houses and 
forcing a two-story wall of debris across the island, de
stroying everything in its path. When it finally stopped, 
the wall Or debris protected the buildings behind it from 
being destroyed. 

When the winds finally subsided more than 6,000 people 
were dead, and nobody avoided loss of property or fam
ily. The are"a from First to Eighth streets, and from the 
beach to the harbor was destroyed, as was anything west 
of 45th Street to the end of the city. 

The story of the 1900 stonn is so unusual because of 
the optimism of its survivors. Rather than fleeing the city 
that seemed prone to destruction, they opted to stay and 
rebuild. It was those survivors who built the city that still 
lives today. 
Sources consulted included The Galveston County Daily News, and 

Erik larso11's Isaac's Storm. 

Editor's Note: This is the first part of a three-part series. 
Part ll will explore the rebuilding of Galveston and the 
installation of the Seawall. 

• 

Soap operas provide 
escape from horrors 

Sharon 
Kershaw. Boult 

OK, I admit it! I watch soap operas, and I'm proud to 
be considered a soap opera fan. 

After spending many years of my life trying to avoid 
the inevitability of watching soaps, in 1995 l finally 
gave in after finding myself elected by default to be the 
caretaker for my cancer stricken ex-mother-in-law. It 
was a grim situation that eventually led to her death. 

Watching soap operas provided the only escape from 
the predicament in which I found myself. The Young 
And The Restless, The Bold And The Beautiful, As The 
World Turns and The Guiding lighibecame welcome 
companions. even though I didn't have the luxury of 
watching them all in one day. 

Even now I definitely find it relaxing to watch soap 
operas. I can take my focus off my own day-to-day 
problems and concentrate on how others problem-solve 
or react to their situations. I am intrigued by human 
character and the dynamics of human interaction, and 
soap operas provide· a terrific vehicle, showing human 
interactions that provoke emotional responses from the 
viewers. 

Watching soap operas provides an emotional outlet for 
viewers without their having to be specifically involved 
in the situations happening to the characters in the soap 
opera. Viewers can "feel" the emotions without their 
personal lives being directly affected. For isolated 
people, it's easy to become enmeshed with the charac
ters and feel like they are· familiar friehds. 

Although I attended church at the time of my ex
mother-in-law's illness and have a deep faith in God, l 
felt I was drowning in the ugliness of the cancer 
consuming her and the subtle continuing conflict 
between her and my ex-husba.od which was exacerbated 
by the cancer. If l had revealed my indiscretion of 
watching soap operas, many well-meaning Christians 
might have piously told me I just needed more faith in 
God, while they went home to their well-ordered lives. 
For me, the soap operas were an answer to my prayers! 

Soap operas have been looked down upon in the 
religious community and even seen as the "tool-o(.-the
devil." In fact, the biggest soap operas of all are the 
stories in the Bible. The Bible tells of family betrayal 
when the 11 sons of Jacob try to get rid of their brother 
Joseph and sell him into slavery. He's thrown into prison 
but later becomes the prime minister of Egypt.• Soap 
operas don't get more melodramatic than that. 

Then there is King David who lusts after a woman he 
watches taking a bath and subsequently sleeps with her. 
She finds out she is pregnant and tells King David. He 
schemes to have her husband put on the front lines of 
battle, so the husband will be killed so King David can 
take the wife and marry her to hide his sin. 

Soap operas of today are tame compared to the human 
drama of the people in the Bible, but I think this is what 
the religious community fears the most ... their own 
humanity. There is much to learn about love, forgive
ness, anger, hatred and friendship in the Bible, as well as 
in soap operas. The religious community loses the 
opportunity to learn these lessons from soap operas 
when they choose. as a result of fear, to close their 
minds to lessons from ourside the Bible. 

My life has changed considerably since I first started 
watching soap operas. I am now in my first semester of 
college, and when I walk into the Student Center, a 
smile comes to my face when l see the television 
showing my old friends on The Young And The Restless. 
So I sil down, unpack my lunch and escape for a few 
precious minutes from exams, algebra and English 
research papers. 

' 

' 
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York designs costumes for COM Arena Theatre 
By TAMMIE 
LETROISE 
Staff Reporter 

Landis York is a 
very fascinating 
woman. Many stu
dents have not yet had 
the chance to meet 
her, but they may 
have seen her work 
displayed in j~st 
about every produc
tion the College Landis York 

of the Mainland Arena Theatre put on last year. 
York is the new costume designer for the COM 

theater department. Though she bas done a lot of free
lance designing, this is her first profeMional job after 
graduate school. 

When asked her opinion of the COM theater de
pan.ment, York said: "l think it's great; it's such a 
small department, but for a small place they get a lot 
done here. Everyone here does really good work. They 
get a lot of respect." York added, "It really is a good 
quality program." 

People in her profession can trav.el all over the 
world if they choose to. Costume designers are needed 
for ballets, operas and television shows. Costume de
signers look at the content of the play and the nature 
of the characters to decide which type of attire would 

• 

be right for them. Without thdse Ulteresting costumes, 
shows would be dull and lifeless; that is why York's 
job is so important. 

Although York is stationed in one area now, she 
has done quite a bit of traveling prior to coming to 
COM, as well as when she was a child. 

" My father was a college professor, and they tend 
(to) travel quite a bit," York said. "Then in between 
my undergraduate studies and my graduate studies I 
traveled a lot as well." 

Some of the states York has been to include Wash
ington, California and New York. 

York has a degree in fashion design as well as cos
tume design. She earned her bacherlor's degree at 
Washington University in St. Louis, Mo., and her 

. master's degree in costume design at Uqiversity of 
Alabama in Tuscaloosa. 

York has been interested in costumes since she was 
3 years old. The movie she admired the most as a 
child was Star Wars. York says that design~wise the 
movie "blew me away, and got me even more inter
ested in costumes." 

Costume design was not York's first career choice. 
She only chose it as one of her majors after working 
i.n the costume department for her work study pro
gram at Washington University. 

For those interested in costume"design, York offers 
this advice: "The more life experience the better you 
are. Take lots of drawing courses even if you can't 
draw, and remember to have fun and enjoy it." 

• 
Police emphasize importance of repo"rting incidents 
Continued rrom Page I----------

"We assist students in escorts to their cars at any time, 
day or night," Carr said. "We can assii;t lbell\ with ve
hicle unlocks if they happen to lock their keys in their 
car. (We give) jumpstarts; we also help them find their 
way around when they are lost, and show them where to 
to locate students faster in case of an emergency. 

Night students can be ~ured that all the night calls 
will be answered promptly. Previously, calls made to 
599-the emergency extension-at night were not com
ing through, due to a faulty cell phone provider; the old 
system has been replaced and all calls will go through. 

The campus police department is located in lhe Ad-

ministration Building in the short hallway across from 
the cashier's window. 

Students needing~istance may either visit the police 
station or call Ext 403 for non-emergency situations, such 
as vehicle unlocks, or Ext. 599 for extreme emergencies. 
To contact police from off-campus call (409) 938-1211 
or 1 (888) 258-8859 and then dial either Ext. 403 or Ext. 
599. 

Carr also offers this advice to students: "Students 
should come to us with any complaints they might have 
about another student or an instructor, and we will help 
them to the best of our ability: We are there for the stu
dents of this campus." · 

COM Police officers (back row, from left): Vernon Ewell, E.W. "'Butch" Carr, WIiiie Huerta; (front row) officer 
Loraine Franco and team ucretary Diann Lukas. Not pictured are Thoma, Dendy, Varnene Jones, Kent Dowdy, 
WIibur Long, Torrlos McCall, Robin Ring, Scott Seragoza, Chad Welker, Shawn Spralll and Jorry Staphona. 

(Photo by EIIH do lo Corda Jr.) 
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Campus Life 

Patricia WIiiiama deacrlbee the programs Career Service• offers during the open houae held Sept. !5 in the 
Student Center. Business Professor Carla Boone and student Jonathan Steele listen. (Photo by Dana 
Sparling) 

Career Services ready to assist students 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland Career Services held an open 
house hosted by the team members of Testing and Coun
seling Sept. 5. The event was open to students, faculty, 
staff and the public. Among those who attended was new 
COM president, Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes. 

The goal of the open house was to "let folks know the 
purpose of Career Services," said Patricia Williams, the 
new Career Services director. 

Williams' goal for this year is to help "the students get 
job-ready." Several resources are available in Career Ser
vices which will allow Williams to help stud~nts. Re
sources include videos, books, magazines, workshops and 

computer programs such as JOBTRAK, Gooey Industries 
and SIGI Plus. Above all, Williams said her resource for 
preparing studenls is to listen to what they want and need. 
Listening allows her to assist the student in determining 
which career is best for him or her. 

Career Services is offering several workshops. A Basic 
Interview Workshop will be Oct. 5,. at 12:30 p.m. Then 
Oct. 12, there will be another Orientation of Career Ser
vices at 12:30 p.m., along with a Student/Faculty/Staff 
Liaison Board meeting at 8:30 a.m. An Advanced Inter
view Workshop will be held Oct. 17 at 12:30 p.m. 

To find out more or to sign up for a work.shop, stop by 
the Career Services Office located on the second floor of 
the Student Center, or call Williams at (409) 938· 1211 or 
1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 529. 

Welcome Kickoff a success in spite of weather 
By MATIHEW JOST 
Staff Reporter 

Many College of the Mainland students, faculty and 
staff gathered outside the Leaming Resource Center to 
enjoy the free food and music of the Welcome Kickoff 
sponsored by the Student Activities Board Sept. 12. 

The gentle, byt unexpected showers hardly seemed to 
influence the crowd if they even noticed the rain at aU as 
president of the SAB, Jeremy Robinson, introduced the 
new COM president, Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes. 

Dr. Hayes expressed a lot of excitement at being present 
that afternoon and was met with a wann round of applause 
from all before be brought Dean of Instruction James 
Templer and Dean of Student Services Pam Davenport to 
the microphone. After brief introductions they promoted 
COM activities. Then Robinson was again front and cen
ter to welcome representatives of COM clubs one by one. 
Each club representative presented information about the 

activities available to students and how. to get involved 
with the clubs. 

The kickoff had a remarkable turnout and a suprising 
number of clubs gave presentations including the new club 
for Child Development, the Graphic Arts Club, the Stu· 
dent Nurse Association, the Geology Club and many more. 

Having fun, however, was perhaps the No. 1 objective 
of this event. A positive attitude, a wealth of smiles and 
the casual air sci by the fpod and music was the evidence 
of success. 

Free food wasn't the only thing people left With. A slew 
of COM's rubber ducks were awarded to lucky partici
pants in the Welcome Kickoff's raffle. 

Ideally all who attended would share the view of stu
dent Cheryl Kepna, who exclaimed, '1'here were a lot of 
clubs I didn't even know existed." When asked if the event 
had encouraged her to become more involved with stu
dent activities, she could only lend an enthusiastic nod 
while demolishing what was left of her fre~ lunch. 

Fall 2000 Sports Day to be hosted by San Jacinto Central 
College of the Mainland will participate in the bian· 

nual Gulf Coast Intercollegiate ConferenCe Sports Day 
Oct. 26. 

This semester the competition will be hosted by San 
Jacinto College, with all events taking place on the cen
tral campus in Pasadena. 

GCIC colleges will once again compete in basketball, 
spftball, volleyball, table lennis, racquetball, tennis and 

• 

eight·ball. This semester golf, soccer and sand volleyball 
will compete on the same day; in past competitions these 
events were held oii a separate sports day. 

A GCIC Bowling Spons Day is set for Nov. 8 at 
Armadilla Lanes in Pasadena. 

For more infonnation contact Maryann Urick, coordi
nator of Recreational Programs and Student Activities, at 
(409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

I 

Games turn tragic as 
parents' anger grows 

Michelle 
Fkhera 

All my life I've been around Little League sports 
programs. From the time I was old enough to remember, 
my brother was always playing either baseball, football 
or soccer, and my dad was always his coach. So Mom 
and I were always at the games. 

At 5 years old a child is very impressionable, and I 
clearly remember sitting in the stands with my mother 
listening to the other parents complain about the calls 
the uITipire made, the position their child was playing or 
the fact that their child wasn't playing at all. That was 
1985. Fifteen years later parents are still getting angry at 
children's sporting events; however, the reactions are 
much more drastic than complaining in the bleachers. 

This past July tragedy struck at a children's hockey 
practice in Boston. 

Michael Costin was supervising the practice in which 
three of his sons were participating. Another father, 
Thomas Junta, got angry when a child hit his son, an act 
he claims was caused by Costin 's lack of control over 
the children. The two adtilts got into a shoving match, 
and Junta was removed from the practice by security. 
When practice was over he returned and confronted 
Costin. Witnesses say Junta knocked Costin down and 
repeatedly hit his head into the ground. Costin died the 
next day. 

Costin 's children witnessed the scene and screamed in 
terror as they watched their father being beaten. His sons 
say they lost the man who taught them never to give up. 

At what point did our society change so drastically 
that we began abusing the volunteers' that help our 
children succeed? Little League coaches are nothing 
more than people whQ give up their free time to'help the 
youth of America. Youth, who otherwise might not have 
an adult who takes time to spend specifically on them. 

Coaches aren't the only ones feeling the change in 
parents' behavior. Several youth umpires and referees 
have left games fearing for their safety because some 
parenls""bave become uncontrollably outraged. Some 
have even quit the profession because of parents. 

Other than the coaches and umpires, the children 
themselves are feeling a change. The parents' behavior 
has gotten so out of hand that thci players aren't having 
fun anymore. It has gotten to the point where the _child 
doesn't want to participate any longer; the fun bas 
turned into strict competition. Today by age 13, 70 
percent of children drop out of sports; the No. 1 reason 
they say is that it isn't fun anymore. 

Parents need to remember that no matter what the 
children are playing, organized sports are supposed to be 
fun. In youth leagues it isn't about college scholarships 
or state championships. It's about having fun and 
playing your best. The kids may not be good enough to 
win every game, but they don't care; they just want to 
have fun. 
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Dr. Laura's views 
jaded, chauvinistic 

Jennifer 
West 

Women have come a long way in the struggle for 
equal rights. We wanr to be respected, not be treated like 
a piece of meat, admired for our intellect, not expected 
to be subservient to our husbands. Plus, not all women 
want to be Susie homemaker. 

About four weeks ago, I was flipping through the 
television channels before going. to work and happened 
to come across the Dr. laura show, hosted by Dr. Laura 
Schlessinger. The episode was titled, "Are You Your 
Children 's Parent?" 

It raised questions about day care and who is teaching 
our children their morals and values. 
• In the 30 minutes I watched the show, I gathered its 
premise basically was that if women aren't staying home 
with their children, the children aren ' t getting the 
attention and the love they deSCrve. 

Dr. Laura had women experts on the show to speak 
about the subject. One_ woman I found particularly 
irritating was a budget analyst. 'The analyst wrote a book 
which states that women can afford to stay home and 
live on one salary, the husband's, and raise the children 
so they will learn the best morals and values. She also 
showed ways to scrimp, how to find the best sales and 
how to be an expert coupon cutter to Jive off one salary. 

Who wants to scrimp on one salary? Not all women 
are thrilled by the prospect of cutting coupons every 
week. This is America. People don't want to economize 
when they can afford lavish things. 

Dr. Laura and the experts went on and on ·about how 
we women can make the difference in raising our 
children. Not once did they mention what kind of impact 
the father has on raising the child. 

That isn't fair. Both parents raise the child, not just the 
mother. 

Besides", dido 't women spend years trying to get out 
of the kitchen? We should be able to have the option of 
staying home with our children or having a career 
outside the home. 

This woman, Or. Laura, a woman with a television and 
a radio show, tells us that we are not good mothers if we 
don't stay home and raise our children. According to her, 
its back to the kitchen for women if we want our 
children to have good morals and values. 

She doesn't have the right to tell us that. 
1 can look back on my l;hildhood and remember that 

we would not have been able to go overseas and travel 
as much as we did only on my dad's salary. We would 
not have lived in the nice house we lived in, my parents 
would not have driven the nice vehicles they drove, and 
today, l would not be driving the vehicle that I drive if 
our family had lived on only one salary. 

How is the mother going to teach her children social 
interaction if they are at~home all day with just her? 
Children learn this at a young age by playing and 
interacting with other children. Moms can't do that all 
by themselves. 

As a former day care kid, I'm proud of what I went 
through. Day care was fun. To this day, I'm still friends 
with kids that I met in day care. 

I don't begrudge my mom for not staying home with 
me. Her being career driven has inspired me to have a 
successful career also. 

Women are right to want respect, equal pay for equal 
work., and the freedom to choose a career, and to have 
the option of staying home with their children if they 
want to . 

And shame on Dr. Laura for not encouraging women 
to get careers and be independent and successful. She's 
as bad as a male chauvinist. 
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Renovated Admissions Office 'customer friendly' 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Admissions Office reno
vation is finally complete. 

The renovation started in the beginning of June and 
was expected to be completed in August. However, it was 
not until Sept. 12 that the admissions staff was able to 
move back into the newly renovated office from their tem
porary location in A-127 of the Administration Building. 

Renovations included clearing the office completely, 
putting in new carpet and ceramic ceiling tiles. The old 
counters were replaced with custom built counters that 
allow _for more privacy· and storage. Student Records spe
cialists' desks were replaced with cubicles, Which gives 
them more privacy and workspace. The new counters and 

cubicles also give a neater appearance to the office. 
"We wanted to create an open and welcome environ

ment for our students.," Registrar Bill Peace said. He added 
the new office is " a place where employees won't be dis
tracted and students can access their own information." 
Peace's office is located immediately at right of the en
trance in the Admissions Office. 

COM student Karyn Lindsey said the new Admissions 
Office "looks great! So organized." 

"The new office is ncustomer friendly" and "student ori
ented," said Laura Winkler, Student Records specialist. 

Wtren asked to compare the renovated office with the 
old office, student worker Ann Burdette said, "There is 
no comparison." The specialists agree that the new addi
tions allow for more privacy which should make students 
feel more comfortable. 

College Hour devoted to activities, special events 
By MATIHEW_JOST 
Staff' Reporter 

For many students attending College of the Mainland 
the term "College Hour" rings a bell of familiarity, but 
for those who are unfamiliar with it, read on. 

Perhaps while determining your schedule or sharing it 
with a friend yOu may have noticed the absence of classes 
between 12:30 and 1:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
This is no coincidence. What your schedule doesn't tell 
you is that this is College Hour: 60 minutes devoJed to 
school activities and special events such as the upcoming 

Multicultural Lunch Fest (Oct. 17), Student Concerns Fo
rum (Oct. 24), the Halloween Karaoke Party (Oct. 31) 
and many other special events you may find a little more 
interesting than )!OUr routine classes. 

College Hour makes it relatively easy to participate in 
scheduled activities due to the fact that this time doesn't 
interfere with any classes. 

As Student Activities sponsor, Maryann Urick states, 
"College Hour wAs set aside years ago for club meetings 
and for students to participate in school activities." 

So if you' re interested in attending any future events, 
don ' t fret about class. College Hour will make it possible. 

Volunteers needed to serve on grievance committees 
By JENNIFER WEST 
Managing Editor 

Dr. Bill · Spillar, ombudsman at College of the Main
land, is looking for students to serve on grievance com
mittees. 

tf there is a complaint between two parties at COM, 
i.e., a student and a faculty member, a grievance is filed 
with the college ombudsman, who then attempts to solve 
the problem. If a satisfactory decision for both parties is 
not reached by the ombudsman, the complaint is taken to 
the appropriate dean: the Dean of Instruction James 
Templer, or the Dean of Student Affairs Pam Davenport. 

If a decision cannot be made by the appropri~te dean, a 
committee of two students, two faculty .and two staff mem
bers is chosen to hear the complaint. These are one-time 

• 

committees. To be fair, anyone personally involved in the 
situa.tion will not be picked to serve on the committee of 
that particular grievance. 

If a pecision satisfactory to both parties cannot be 
reached by the committee, the complaint is taken lo the 
college president. If the dec;:ision still is not satisfactory, 
then the hearing goes to the COM Board of Trustees. The 
Board's decision will be final. 

"But most grievances are usually solved at the infor. 
mal level, " said Dr. Spillar, dean of Instructional and 
tudent support. "Very rarely do grievances go to the presi
dent or the Board." 

For more information about serving on a committee, 
call Dr. Spillar at (409) 938-1211 or I (888) 258-8859, 
Ext. 215. Pages 122-124 of the 2000-2001 COM catalog 
explain how student grievances are handled. 
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Editorials/News 

President Larry L Stanley and wife Sandra greet well•wlshera at his farewell celebration on Aug. 28 In the Sun 
R~m of the Student Center. A music scholarship has been set up In Stanley's name. (Photo by Dana Sparling} 

Stanley honored at farewell celebration 
By ROBIN LARSON and DANA SPARLING 
Staff Reporters 

Presi~ent Larry L. Stanley's emotional farewell in the 
Student Center seemed to touch all who attended. 
Whether the speakers at his farewell gathering Aug. 28 
knew President Stanley personally or professionally, they 
all had something thoughtful to say about his contribu
tions to College of the Mainland. 

Dr. Donald G. Bass, former dean of Instruction and Stu
dent Development, opened the ceremony with a speech 
in which he described President Stanley as "a survivor." 
History Professor Larry Smith followed Bass with a heart· 
felt speech describing President Stanley as a "fair, honest 
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and good person." Many others spoke highly of the retir· 
ing president, including Dr. Bill Spillar, associate dean of 
Instructional and Stildeht Suwc,rt; Mary Ann "'Amelang, 
director of Developmental·Foundation; Jim Reinholz, 
head of Economic Development of Clear Lake; Tillie 
Henson, librarian; and Jim Butler, president of COM Board 
of Trustees. Judge Jim Yarbrough of Galveston County 
ended the afternoon's event by saying, "Stanley epitomizes 
the community of colleges." 

Not only will President Stanley be leaving behind many 
wonderful memories, he also will be leaving behind an 
endowed music scholarship in his name worth $1,000 a 
year. The requirements are a 3.0 GPA, being a music ma
jor and being enrolled in 12 credit hours. 

SNAP offers two-for-one 
special for dogs in October 
By ROBIN LARSON 
Staff Reporter 

The Spay-Neuter Assistance Program in Houston is of
fering a special in October for dogs, This two.for-one 
special for neutering or spaying is in honor of National 
Adopt·a-Dog month. For female dogs the price is $30 
and for males it is $25. For dogs weighing more than 40 
pounds an additional $10 is charged. 

If you have a cat, SNAP also offers coupons on the 
Internet at <www.snaptx.org>. The coupons are in effect 
Monday through Friday only. These coupons also are the 
two-for-one special. · -., 

For the month of November SNAP is offering a Heart· 
· worm Awareness special which provides free heartwonn 
tests for dogs. However, the animal must have a surgery 
(neutering or spaying) in order for the test to be free. 

.SNAP, a non-profit organization, provides the service 
for the well·being and the prevention of homeless ani
maJs. The SNAP Houston Spay and Neuter Clinic is lo
cated at 1603 Shepherd Drive, three blocks south of In
terstate 10. 

Appointments for surgery arc required af\d can be made 
by calling (713) 863--0010. The clinic is open every day 
except Tuesdays. 

• 

Letters to the Editor 
Student, police discuss smoking issue 
Dear Editor, 

College of the Mainland became a non-smoking cam· 
pus awhile back. The reason it became smoke.free was 
blamed on the students. They said Students weren't smok
ing in designated areas, not following rules and throwing 
the~r butts on the ground. The campus police started en· 
forcing that rule and were preaching to students about 
the smoking policy. They began to issue tiCkets if stu· 
dents weren't obeying the non.smoking rule. I have or'le 
question !O ask. If studeqts aren't allowed to smoke where 

. they-want to, then why are the campus police? One week 
ago I was jogging on the COM trail when I saw campus 
police sitting and smoking in their little security car on 
the grass. The police want to preach to the students about 
the smoking policy. Give me a break then. They need to 
follow the rules themselves first. The campus police can 
take their tickets, the smoking, and put it where the sun 
doesn't shine: If the police can issue tickets to students 
about smoking, then students should be able to issue out 
the tickets, too, What is good for the goose, is good for 
the gander. One last thing. Practice what you preach. 

Sincerely, 
Kathy Pollard 
COM student 

Editor S Note: lnterCOM received this letter Sept. 27. . . 

Editor of lnterCOM, 
This is in response to the letter sent to InterCOM in 

reference to the campus police smoking on the grassy hill 
located on the far east side of campus. 

The College of the Mainland policy on smoking states 
there is no smoking on campus property except "in a 
person's private vehicle ("in" includes in the back of a 
pickup truck). "Campus property" includes all parking 
<!-reas, grounds and buildings. There is, however, an 
easement considered as not being on campus property 
which complete.ly encircles the campus, and smoking is~ 
permitted in this area. The easement includes all areas 
within 10 feet of the paved public streets which fonn the 
main boundaries on three sides of the campus as well as 
the grassy hill and drainage ditch on the east side 
boundary. In these areas, smokers who do not have 
private vehicles to sit in: are allowed to smoke. 

Hopefully this will provide the letter writer and 
possibly others with a better explanation of the College 
of the Mainland smoking policy and dispel the per· 
ceived injustice of a double standard by the campus 
police.·· 

E.W. "Butch" Carr 
Team Leader 
Police Team 

Editor S note: lnterCOM asked the Police Team to re· 
spond to the letter from COM student Kathy Pollard. We 
received the t{am leader S Jetter Sept. 29. 

COM offers 8-week classes 
Two courses in one semester! 
The College of the Mainland Hum~ities Team will 

offer two eight.week English courses this spring. Dr. 
Mark Sanders will teach English 1301 in the first eight 
weeks of the spring semester and English 1302 in the 
second eight weeks. 

Students must achieve a grade.of C to qualify for the 
second half. However, any student who has received a C 
in any ENGL 1301 may enroll in the eight-week ENGL 
1302 course. 

The courses are listed as Index 2290, ENGL 1301.41, 
and Index 2291, ENGL 1302.41. 

Telephone registration for the spring semester begins 
Nov. 27. For more information call the program assis
tant, Bethany Pheneger, at ( 409) 938-1211 or 1 (88$) 
258-8859, Ext. 214, or Dr. Sanders at Ext. 356. 
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Child mirrors society 
Continued from Page 1-----------
Spanish at school. Her happily anticipated first school 
day leaves her.disillusioned. As one disappointment 
follows another, she says stoically, "No importa. (It 
doesn't matter.)." 

Through the eyes of this child we see how society of. 
ten imposes assimilation. The teacher, who insisted lhe 
child's name was Terri, took away her coloring of 
Cinderella because Tere gave Cinderella black hair in· 
stead of the traditional blonde. 

Dr. Tafolla, a San Antonio native, considers family roots 
a great influence in her life. In her autobiography she 
writes about her grandmother who died after Dr. Tafolla 's 
first birthday. "She guides me throush many days. She 
was from Mexico, a proud, quiet womau, who spoke little 
a.nd said much, whose skirts always touched the ground, 
who never raised hervoice or lowered her dignity. 

"The family is the source from which flows the strength 
of our culture," Dr. Tafolla asserts iri her autobiography. 

From her grandfather she learned to "comprate un fierro 
con cada dia de pago (buy an iron or tool each payday)." 
Dr. Tafolla 's investment in new fierros now consists df 
computers, file boxes and writing implements. 1'0nly the 
definitions of dia de pago had to be changed," declared 
Dr. Tafolla during her presentation. 

Dr. Tafolla's award.winning works span a wide array 
of genres: short stories, pOetry, fiction and children's 
books. The first edition of Sonnets to Human Beings and 
other Selected Works made history as the first critical ~j. i 

tion of a work by a Chicana writer. It received first prize 
in the 1989 University of California at Irvine National 
Chicano Literature contest. 

The second edition, published in 1992, includes poems, 
short stories, an autobiography and a variety of critical 
and interpretive essays. 

The down.to-earth and often poignant characters in Dr. 
Tafol\a's one-woman show are based on real life people 
tn wham.anyone of.nearly any walk of.life can relate_ The. 
characters are the personification of her poems. 

"Dichos (sayings) are the curriculum of the masses," 
Dr. Tafolla told the audience as she began her next offer· 
ing, poquito all.i (A little bit here, a little bit there). 

· Paquito allii focuses on the maimed hand of an old 
Chicano war veteran who survived· the war intact only to 
come home to lose the middle fingers of his right hand on 
the job. Via his own voice we learn that he is not bitter. 
He still {eels productive and appreciates that which bolds 
real value for him. 

"Why just today I planted 10 small seeds .... This hand 
(he holds up the hand with missing fingers) still knows 
how to saludar (greet), shake hands, y abrazar (embrace) 
and only yesterday my baby""grandson stood right up, hold· 
ing on to these good fingers here. Derecho (straight) fuerte 
(strong) unafraid. Paquito aqui, poquito all.i (a little bit 
here, a little bit there)," he concluded. 

COM president, Dr. Homer "Butch" Haye:t, thanked Dr. 
Tafolla for her performance and asked, "When will you 
come back to see us again?" Dr. Tafolla responded, 
"Whenever you invite me again." Dr. Hayes had one word 
for her performance: "Tremendous!" 

The perfonnance, sponsored by the COM Hispanic Or· 
ganization for Leaming Advancement, COM Amigos, the 
Student Activities Board, the Social Science Team, the 
Humanities Team and the COM Art Gallery, was part of a 
series of events in observance of Hispanic Heritage Month 
Sept. 15-0ct. 15 at COM. The COM Amigos served Mexi· 
can food after the program. 

After the show many took the opportunity to meet with 
Or. Tafolla and to have her sign their copy of her book El 

Coyotito y la Viejita (Baby Coyote and the Old Woman). 
The children's book, aimed at Children in third through 
fifth grades, is an illustrated story about a baby coyote 
that teaches an old woman about caring for the environ· 
ment. 

Dr. Tafolla performed and was keynote speaker at the 
Galveston College fall 1998 lecture series, "Making an 
American quilt: Race and Community, in Our Time." 
For more information on Chicano literature, Dr. Tafolla 
and other Chicano writers, visit the publisher's Web site 
at (www.wingspress.com.com>. 
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The fall 2000 lnterCOM staff gathers for a photo on the outside mezzanine of the Leaming Reaourcu Center. 
Staff members are (front row, from left) April Brandon, Brad Stevenson, Managing Edhor Michelle Fichera, Man
aging Editor Jennifer West and Online Editor Elias de la Cerda Jr.; (back row, from left) Robin Larson, Matthew 
Jost and Dana Sparling. Not pictured are Sharon Kershaw Boult and lnterCOM adviser Astrid H. Lowery. 

(Photo by Astrid H. Lo-ry) 

·, 
President wants to recruit high school students 
Continued from Page 1------------ Dr. Hayes and his wife, Amparo, who celebrated their 
high school. He plans to start meeting with all superin- 30th \;Vedding anniversary in September, enjoy square 
tendents of Galveston County school districts to discuss dancing. They have two daughters, Amanda and Alexis. 

- geftiiig ffigli scboo1Students more mvolved on camJ)u""sc--'"--'a-,s,-ancla, a"Texas A:&-Y-Unive"rsity 111College Stafio"n 
sometime during the year. "That makes them feel com- graduate, with a bachelor's degree in math, has completed 
fortable with being there," he said. "And then we can talk her course work for her master's degree through Texas 
about what programs we have." Woman's University in Denton. She is expecting twins, a 

In order to enhance recruitment for COM, Dr. Hayes boy and a girl, anytime from mid-October to December. 
has asked Renea Campbell, Technical Preparation coor· Alexis, a University of Texas at Austin graduate with a 
dinator, to look at developing a position for a K·12 col· bachelor's degree in dance and a master's degree in health 
lege coordinator, someone who will be in constant con- and wellness education, is an aerobics instructor and per-
tact with the area school districts. sonal trainer. 

Williams excited about helping students 
By ROBIN LARSON 
Staff Reporter 

Have you ever wondered where you will go or what 
you will do after you finish community college? Whether 
it will be a university or straight into the work.force, Col
lege of the Mainland's newcomer Patricia Williams is just 
the person to speak with. 

As director of Career Services (located on the second 
floor of the Student Center), Williams' goal is to "help 
the students find employment opportunities and help you 
discover who you are as an individual, as well as any 
educational opportunities." 

With seven years of experience in the higher education 
career services, Williams is "confident about preparing 
students for today's global economy, where it's not enough 
to simply be good at a job." Williams added, "Today a 
worker can expect to engage in at least five to eight dif· 
ferent occupations in .a lifetime; therefore, having a ca· 
reer plan, which allows for an individual to build upon 
existing, transferable skills, is important." 

Origindlly from Alabama, Williams, who joined COM 
in July, graduated from XavieCUniversity in New Qr . 
leans with a master's degree in post secondary education 
guidance and counseling. Williams' experience in career 
resources began at the University of Tennessee in Knox· 
ville. She later became a career counselor at the Univer· 
sity of Alabama in Tuscaloosa, and then was recruited by 
Xavier University. -

For the past two years she se~ed as assistant director 
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of career services at Dillard University in New Orleans, 
and also acted as a consultant for a schooJ-to·career part· 
nership with the New Orleans Chamber of Commerce. 

Williams, who is enthusiastic about helping students 
with any questions they may· haVe about their future, also 
offers many workshops. The major categories include Ma
jor and Career Planning, Computer Lab, Placement Ser
vices, and Campus and Community. The workshops are 
designed to help students choose the area in which they 
need to improve. 

For students looking for employment, various videos 
on different occupations·~re available, as well as job op
portunities froJll local, national and international corpo
rations. 

Williams also has opportunities for students to do in
ternships or volunteer work at different agencies and in
formation on available part-time positions. If students 
do not know where to begin when applying for a job, Wit. 
Iiams prepares them by te~ching them to write a resume, 
and what to say and wear to an interview. She also will 
assist the student in looking for jobs in different locations, 

"l am simply a coach for you," WiUiams says. "By 
knowing who you are, you will be better equipped to find 
a career path that meets yoUF personal, social, intellec
tual, spiritual, financial and professional needs." 

The Career Services center truly is about you. The ca. 
reer center library, academic advisers and counselo{S are 
eager to help you explore careers. To learn more about 
Career Services call Williams at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 
258- 8859, Ext. 529. 
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What's Happening 

Beach clean up successful this fall 

Students from Baylor University help clean up 
Hershey Beach during Adopt-A-Beach clean up in 
Galveston Sept. 16. (Photo by Dana Sparling) 

By ROBIN LARSON 
Staff Reporter 

Phi Theta Kappa members from around Texas joined 
College of the Mainland students to participate in Adopt
A-Beach Saturday, Sept. 16, in Galveston at Hershey 
Beach. 

More than a hundred volunteers showed up lo help. 
Phi Theta Kappas came from Alvin Community Col

lege, Houston Community College, Galveston College as 
well as from COM. Other volunteers were from Shell Oil 
and the University of Houston-Clear Lake National En-

vironment Association. Several InterCOM staff members 
came to help also. VolunteersJrom Baylor University in 
Waco and Kingwood Community.College also joined in 
the Hershey Beach clean up. 

The Adopt-A-Beach program is held twice a year, once ' 
in the spring and once in the fall. Volunteers are assigned 
a beach to clean and arc sent on their way with gloves, 
pencils, paper and trash bags. Paper and pencils allow vol
unteers to record what debris they pick up. 

Volunteers picked up plenty of debris on Hershey Beach 
that morning, but the most repulsive were the dead fish 
the red tide had dredged up two weeks prior. A member of 
the UHCL environmental association told several volun
teers to leave the fish on the beach and let nature take its 
course. 

COMPTK President Fabian Sifuentes and another vol
unteer dug out a partially buried rope, a task that took them 
nearly all morning. The rope was at least 5 feet long and 
approximately 2 to 3 inches thick. At the April 29 PTK 
clean up on Hershey Beach, Sifuentes and another mem
ber had unsuccessfully attempted to dig up the rope. 
Sifuentes said the beach was much cleaner this time than 
it had been in April. 

A barbecue and volleyball tournament were held for the 
volunteers afterward to thank them for their hard work 
and dedication in helping to clean the beach. 

COM's PTK chapter learned about the program while 
.searching the Internet for projects that coincide with thejr 
Honors Study Topic. This is the second time for PTK to 
volunteer for this program, and they plan to continue par
ticipating in the future. 

The COM PTK officers for 2000-2001 are Sifuentes, 
president; Simone Rieck, vice president; Betty Schiel, sec
retary; Carol Voight, treasurer; Gina Butler, historian. 

The next Adopt-A-Beach clean up will be held in the 
spring. For more information about how to get involved 
call l-800-998-4GLO, or contact <www.glostate.TX.US>. 

Other People's Money to open Oct. 26 
By DANA SPARLING 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Arena Theatre's newest 
arrival is the play, Other People S Money, and the best 
thing about it is it's.free! A free preview of the play is set 
for Friday, Oct. 20, at 8 p.m. in the COM Arena Theatre. 

The theater launched its 30th season with Picasso at 
the Lapin Agile, a Steve Martin comedy which ran from 
Sept. 7 through Oct. 1. 

"Students are encouraged to attend because the purpose 
of the free preview is to give students a price break," said 
the play's director Jack Westin. 

The play is by playwright Jerry Sterner, who has won 
several awards for this play including the New York Crit-

ics, Outer Circle Award. 
Other People's Money is a modern show that takes a 

humorous look at a hostile takeover of a small New En
gland. business. Westin, director or COM Theatre Pro
grams, believes the cast of the play "includes five of the 
strongest actors in this part of Texas." These actors are 
Jackie Bynum, Phyllis Dorflinger, Danny Sorge, V.W. Uher 
and Rick Watson. 

Opening night is Thurs.day, Oct. 26. The show will run 
through Nov. 19. All shows are Thursdays through Satur
days at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. Tickets run from 
as low as $4 to as much as $18. Discounts are available to 
students. 

For more information or to reserve tickets, call the box 
office at (409) 938-1211 or 1(888) 258-8859, fat. 345. 

PTK to restore marshlands with Marsh Mania 
By FABIAN SIFUENTES 
Guest Reporter 

Terry Tunks, volunteer coordinator for the Galveston 
Bay Foundation, made a presentation to the College of 
the Mainland Phi Theta Kappa chapter members concern
ing the foundation's Marsh Mania Thursday, Sept. 14. 

Cultural Identity lecture set <kt.12 
As pan of COM Hispani< Heritage Month Dr. 

Gilberto lliuojosa. dean of Incarnate Wold in San 
Anlonio will~ a lectwe, Culnaral Ideatity, at 
9:30 a.m. ia Ibo LRC Alldimrium, L-131, Oci..12. 

• 

Marsh Ma_nia is the world's largest one-day marshland 
restoration. Volunteers from all over the Houston area will 
converge on four preselected sites, Moses Lake in Texas 
City,Armand Bayou in Clear Lake, Galveston Island State 
Park and Swan Marsh in Baytown, to plant sea grass. 

Due to overdevelopment and excessive flooding, there 
is not enough sea grass to maintain the marshlands. 

Marshlands are considered to be an extremely impor-. 
tant part of the Texas coastli"ne. They prevent erosion, natu
rally purify water and provide a habitat for a number of 
different species of animals. Marsh Mania's goal is to edu
cate the volunteers of the importance of marshland pres
ervation. 

Marsh Mania will be held on.Saturday, Oct. 7. For more . 
information contact Tunks at (281) 332-3381, or contact a 
COM PTK officer. 

I 

People Speak Out 
By April Brandon, Michelle Fichera and 
Jeulfer West . 

In August Larry L, Stanley retired .. president 
of COM after a 17-year tenure. In September Dr, 
Homer .. Butch" Hayes took: ove.r the presidency. 
With the commi- to lmon to sludont eono,,i•ns, 
InterCOM asked the question: "Since COM hes a 
new president what changes would you liki, to see 
him make?" 

Derk Griffin: The 
te1Whem need to make 
themselve, available 
OUISide of class. ~ 
enthusiasm from teach
ers in the. daS5f0001. 

Bethany Plleneger: 
Enrollment and .reten-,. 
tioo inae•~ I would 
like to see a follow-up, 
on students who have 
graduated. 

Tammie Mulleu: Sup
port the tca<:hers more. 
All of the lea<hers a(e 
nice and core about the 
students no matter what 
age they are, 

Lawdnda AN:hibakl: 
We need -more sports 
pmgrams. Other c;,m
munity colleges in the 
area have competing 
sport&teams. Why c,w't 
we? 

' 

Dawn Rkldle: l've had 
really good Iu<k at 
COM, Thoday<arepn,
gn,m is really good, oo 
I don't think there's 
anything I would 
change. 

David Butler: Estab• 
lish more ochool pride. 
ft does not feel like p 
ing to &(hoot; it feels 
.more like going to 
wort<. 

Terrance Dix!>a: Moo: 
intramurals. Mort ac· 
tivitielj~ ·You go to 
sehool and go home. 
There's no motivation 
to come to school 

Tiffl!IIY Cex: Quicker 
financial aid services. I 
bad to pay out of my 
pocicet because my pa
pe,:wark wasn't back in 
time Jot Ibo registration 
d!,edale. 

' 

, 

I I Writing Center open to students 
SeePage4 

Enrollment new president's top priority 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Managing Editor 

If you have attended any of the recent activities at Col
lege of the Mainland this semester, you may have noticed 
an unfamiliar face speaking to the crowds. That face be
longs to Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes, the new COM presi
dent. 

Dr. Hayes joins COM after serving as dean of Workforce 
Development at Alamo Community College District in 
San Antonio for the past four years. From 1989 to 1996 
he was dean of Occupational and Technical Education at 
San Antonio College after having served as dean of Oc
cupational Education and Technology and Continuing 
Education at Palo Alto College in San Antonio. 

While at Palo Alto College, Dr. Hayes participated in 
the design of classroom and lab ·space for the new col
lege, developed new curricula and prepared documenta
tion for the college's initial Southern Association of Col
leges accreditation. 

Dr. Hayes began his career in education as a high school 
teacher in Illinois, ·where he received his bachelor's de-

- -gree ffl busine"5 .administration al'fd rrt:1ster 's degree ir. 
business administration at Northern Illinois University in 
DeKalb. He earned his doctorate in Curriculum and In
struction at the University of Texas in Austin. 

The new president was attracted to COM because of 
the potential he sees in it. The growing community and 
Changes in industry surrollnding the college also influenced 
his decision. 

Dr. Hayes was familiar with COM before coming here. 
He served on a statewide committee with Bill Raley, COM 
associate dean of Technical Education Programs. He also 
has been friends with Dr. Dorothy McNutt, former chair-. 
woman of the COM Division of Business, who retired 
several years ago, and Dr. Donald G. Bass, former dean of 
Instruction and Student Development. 

Having been at COM for only a little more than a month, 
Dr. Hayes said he will be listening to what students, fac
ulty and staff have to say before deciding what changes 
are necessary. 

"Retention and enrollment management are for COM 
and for me 3 top priority," he said. "When you-look at the 
statistics for the institution, you see that we are not retain
ing students as we should. I'm not sure why that's hap
pening. We have an Enrollment Management Team and 
we're focusing on enrollment management in a retreat later 
in October, and we hopefully will identify through that 
process \¥hat it i:: r.e need tu.do." 

Dr. Hayes also is Concerned with recruiting ~t area high 
schools inan effort to attract more students coming out of 

See President Page 7 
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Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes addresses students for the 
first Um• at the Welcome Kickoff Sept. 12 under the 
LRC breezeway. (Photo by Michelle Fichera) 

Suspicious activity prompts police to alert students 
By TAMMIE LETROISE 
Staff Reporter 

In early September an ullidenlified man ran up behind 
a female jogger and began mumbling at her as she came 
down the small hill of the College of the Mainland jog
ging trail east of Lake Eckert. The jogger did not report 
the incident to the COM Police Team until some time later. 

The woman, according to Officer E.W. "Butch" Carr, 

COM Police Team leader, chose to wait before reporting 
the incident, which is not a good idea. Carr said students, 
faculty and staff should immediately go to the police when 
something strange or threatening takes place on campus. 

"We are real officers certified through the star_ of Texas, 
just like any other officer that is on the street," Carr ex
plained. "We have the power to make arrests, issue war
rants and give citations. If you are in trouble and you are a 
stud~nt on this campus you should feel free to come to us, 

Dr.CennonT-la-alheold--,lnllerOM-W0111811--, -.aurv.,yo..n-.-Sept.:ze 
In Ille LRC--. L.-131, a pat al Ille Hiapenic llerll1g1 -· (Pl1mo by Elin de la Cerda Jr.) 

• 

• 

and we will help you with your situation." 
Carr also emphasized the importance of reporting any

thing strange immediately. "I wish anyone who sees any
one who looks out of place, would give us a call." He· 
added the police can't help if they aren't made aware of 
problems. 

The COM Police officers are not only there to help 
with problems, but can aid students in other ways as:well. 

See Police Page 5 

Chican~ storyteller visits 
COM, personifies poetry 
By ELIAS DE lA CERDA JR. 
Online Editor 

A diminutive figure appeared seemingly out of nowhere 
in the auditorium at College of the Mainland Sept. 26. 

The audience observed an old woman, conspicuously 
disoriented, walking with a cane toward the stage and 
asking where the bus stop was. The unsuspecting audi
ence was about to meet Tia Sofia {Aunt Sofia), one of 
several characters portrayed by Dr. Carmen Tafolla dur
ing her With Our Very Own Names presentation. 

• 

Dr. Tafolla, a distinguished poet, author, cucntista (story 
teller) and academician, has dramatically depicted the 
Chicano (Mexican-American) culture to audiences across 
the United States, Mexico and Europe with captivating 
impersonations of characters, such as Tfa Soffa. who is a 
blend of the profane and the innocent, and TCre (pro
nounced Tehrch), a first-grader whose predicameot is to 
remain in the school while being castigated for speaking 
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What's Happening 

Karaoke highlight of COM Halloween party 
' . 

COM student Jenna Contenta wins the first place 
award of $10 singing "Bring It All To Me" at the 
Hallo.ween Karaoke Fest Oct. 31. Other actMtlas 
included a guess the amount of Tootsie Rolls and 
a pie-eating contest. (Photo by Dana Sparling) 

By TAMMIE LETROISE 
Staff Reporter 

Halloween .festivities at College of the Mainland 
were once again celebrated with the annual Karaoke 
Fest sponsored by the Student Activities Board. Stu
dents gathered in front of the Leaming Resources 
Center, where they were treated to free pizza, . free 
sodas and the musical stylings of their fellow COM 
students. 

A contest for the best karaoke crooner as well as a 
pumpkin pie eating contest were just some of the fea
tured attractions. First place winner in the karaoke 
contest was Jenna Contenta, second place, Zack Winn 
and third place, lnterCOM staff reporter Sharon 
Kershaw Boult. Contenta won· $10 and Winn and 
Boult each won $5. · 

The winners of the pumpkin pie eating contest were 
Emily Hawkins and Jesse Nobles. It was a team com
petition with Hawkins feeding Nobles; they split $10. 

A party-style contest was held to guess how many 
Tootsie Rolls were in ajar. The prize for closest guess 
was a $25 gift certificate to Wal-Mart, which was won 
by student Kathy Pollard. The jar contained 613 
Tootsie Rolls. Pollard guessed 625. 

Though only a few students were costumed, the 
Halloween spirit was alive and well on some of the 
faces of students who participated in the face paint
ing. However, all students seemed to be enjoying 
themselves. 

"This is a lot of fun and the pizza is awesome," 
saici'student Christina McGaffey. "I love Halloween 
at COM." 

The karaoke party will most likely be a part of next 
year's Halloween celebration at CO_~. 

Students for Christ, OAAC sponsor food drive 
Once again Students for Christ and the Organization of 

African American Culture are sponsoring an annual food 
drive at College of the Mainland. 

Beginning Oct. 17 and ending Nov. 17, bins have been 
set up around campus to collect donat\ons of canned goods 
and non-perishable items. Bins are located ig the Gym 
lobby, the Technical/Vocational Building, the Library 
lobby, the Student Center, the top floor of the Learning 
R·esources Center, the Administration Building and in the 
atrium of the Math-Science Building. 

Previous food drives sf)Onsored by the OAAC and Stu
dents for Christ have been very successful. Jeanette 
Slaughter, OAAC ,;adviser, believes there is no specific 
purpose for the food drive except "the spirit of giving." 
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The donated food will be given to shelters or needy 
faOlilies. 

The organizations are still discussing who will receive 
the food, so if you know of a family in need or have ques
tions. call Slaughter at (409) 938-1211 or I (888) 258-
8859, Ex:t. 422, or see her in the Gym lobby. 

UpOOMing Events 
r.,:lf" "" 
241kMl'.Mf't\q¢yTJIIC"V.~@8i.ai. 

-· S t $1;3 ,,nuit~M: 
,,_...., . , ·o,w,,._¼Mmer:i,wspJit, .. ow.._,,.,. -~ -fitfilt:.tm 

""'" ' ~~HWailCOM~tJJ 
~~iub tewta.laief~~ ,-..,..,:,,2 . 

' ~U: ... "' .. c 

~(l•llflriPto-&1114,-_rMllnd 
~-Oll~RbGNftt¢@'$:;!Qp.m.~ 
Ul2o@}Zppl-

Nuw.J3.li 
"CM1p•ubic4b1t J iflg;~. 

NIP.U 
a -

• 

• 

... l/ 
8nDk FlliJiun,-tt,.at. iii W&dldilrc ft;llwty __ ... __ _ 
-.n.;.t5 
,..,.,. 
~~~@ t~_. iaSC Sun .... 
Stwlau;...-J1id~.~ #lming@ ~~ p,,n. in l".· 
U! ..... 

........ 
~~~l~~~l.f.11 

~7: 
~ ~twlMll@:14*<$.~6 f't.Jlt. In' 

,::~~ J'Z::Upsn,; di~~ 

.O•t~1L 
"*~Sil , 
0.!'a:Srudm!Cel'.lkt 

;J)ee. If . 

.... --°'*-'••~OllteeJ4p.a. 

People Speak Out 
By lotei<:OM Editor and Staff 

On Oct. 12 the USS Cole, a U.S. Navy ship, was 
bombed while refueling in Aden, Yemen. The 
bombing was a suicide mission against the United 
States. SeventeeOsailors were killed and 39 injured. 
Three failed attempts preceded this attack. 

lnterCOM asked: "With the recent attack on tt'le 
USS Cole, what action do you think the U.S. gov
ernment should take to prevent future attacks on 
U.S. citizens in the Middle East?" 

Gene Alvarez: I think 
the government should 
have informatives tha1 
report on terrorism thal 
may be carried out 
against the U.S. 

Chris Boyd: I think that 
there should be higher 
security for the U.S. 
mil itary and more politi
cal pressure to protect 
ci tizens. That would be 
the only legitimate use 
of power. 

Ralph Gracia: The U.S. 
is doing everything they 
can. You really can't be 
too careful. I'm reason
ably sure they use pre
cautions to avoid this. 

Kristin Catching: 
They should have had 
people check around 
the boat arid been sure 
they were clear of en
emy activity. 

Tiffany Blaylock: 
Don't fight other 
peOple's wars. I think 
that the U.S. wouldn't 
have half the problems 
if they minded their own 
business. Stay out of it 
like Canada does. 

James McGarvey: The 
U.S. should put the 
threat of fear into them. 
Sitting by passively 
only encourages the vio
lent behavior. 

Dr. Mark Sanders: Re
define Middle East poli
cies. Find a more uni
versal approach to the 
problem. 

Tamisha Brown: Talk 
to the other countries. 
Too much killing is go
ing on. Come together 
and talk it out. 

• 
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A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

Dr. Gilberto· HiflOil?~ (left), Jan4II Hauirlger i-,w) and artial £!em ~PokoU:llat l!lllowlng Dr. Hinojoaa"• 
,, ,,,~,,..,- -,,,.,,ciUre, CulfiiraT1dentlty and Assimilation, Oct. 12 at the Chuck Doyle ConvenUon Center in Texas City. The 

lecture wae one of COM'& actlvltes to showcase Hi~panic Heritage Month. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Hispanic Heritage Month 
focuses on culture, values 
BJ ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Online Editor 

The Hispanic ·presence in the United States becomes more 
evident with each year that we, as a nation, observe Hispanic 
Heritage Month between the dates of Sept.15 and Oct.16. 

Greater ~arenes..-. of the rich cultural and traditional values 
of Hi.,;;panic<; can he attributed to the dedication and work of 
community leaders from au ethnic backgrounds. 

At College of the Mainland the Hispanic Organization for 
Leaming Advancement., the COM Amigos, faculty, staff, ad
ministration and the community collaborated to showcase His
panic Heritage with an array of activities, such as a lecture by 
academician Dr. Gilberto Hinojosa and an exhibit h)' four 
Hispanic artists, culminating with the 2(0) Estrella Awards 
dinner the evening of Oct. l~.jn the COM Student Center. 

The second annual dinner conducted by HOlA recognizes 
the achievements and conlributions of those who work toward 
the educational advancement of HL'ipanics in the commooity. 

This )'ear's Es.trella Award nornineffi were Jaime Jim6nez, 
Tun Zaragoza. Ben Hernandez and Danie1Salll7.llf. This year's 
rccipientwasJ~whocowdnotalteod.Jimene.z's~w. 
:zaragOza, accepted the award for him. · 

See Community Page 1 o 

Attack on campus prompts second police alert 
By SHARON KERSHAW BOULT 
Staff Reporter 

On the evening of Nov. 1 at 8:30 a young female stu
dent had just left class within the TechnicalNocational 
Building at Colli;ge of the Mainland and walked to her 
car when she was accosted by a black male. , 

She was parked in the last row of Parking Lot "D" clos
est to Mon1icello Drive which runs past the tennis courts. 

While attempting to unlock her cl!r, she was approached 
from the rear by the man who placed one hand on her hip 
and put something against her back telling her not to move 
or scream, according to an e-mail alert from the COM 
Police Team circulated throughout the_campus. 

During her panic, the student swung her elQow around 

COM prrifeasor, Dr. Janith Stephenson, was named 
Developmental Educator of the the Year at a confer
ence In San Antonio 0<:t. 20. (Photo by Michelle Fichera) 

• 
• 

and threw her backpack at the assailant. 
The student then ran back to the Tech/Voe Building at 

the entrance near the day care facility, as the man ran east 
on Monticello heading in the direction of the Carver Park 
area, Police Team Leader E.W. "Butch" Carr said. 

The woman was uninjured during the assault and waited 
in the Tech/Voe Building until the assailant had left the 
area before she returned to her car to leave. Because she 
did not report the incident until the next day, the COM 
police were unable to search for the assailant, Carr said. 

The oply description the student could give of the man 
was that he was approximately 6 feet tall, had long legs, a 
raspy voice and wore dark clothing. 

Carr said there is_ a call box for emergencies in the back 
southeast comer entrance of the Tech/Voe Building. The 

student, however, ran for safety to the back southwest 
entrance which is closer to the Gym's pool, s.o she.would 
not have seen the call box; 

Carr said the Police Team is trying to get more call 
boxes around campus. COM now has thr~e call boxes, 
one in the back of the Tech/Voe Building and two at the 
front entrances of the Administration Building. 

The emergency number to reach the COM police is Ext. '. 
599. Carr strongly advises everyone to immediately re
port any incident to the COM police so tht;y can take 
prompt action. 

Campus police escorts to vehicles are available to any
one requesting them. Also, everyone needs to report any 
suspicious people loitering around campus. 

See Police Page 1 o 

Developmental professor honored 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Managing Editpr 

Many College of the Mainland professors have received 
awards throughout COM's history. The lastest winner is 
developmental reading professor, Dr. Janith Stephenson. 

She was named Developmental Educator of the Year 
by the Texas Chapter of thC College Reading and Learn
ing Association at the annual College Academic Support 
Programs Conference in San Antonio on Oct. 20. 

Approx.imalely 320 j:lrqfessors representing 80 differ
ent colleges and universities attended the conference spon
sored by the Tex.as Higher Education Coordinating Board, 
the Texas College Reading and Leaming Association and 
the Texas Association for Developmental Edllcation. 

The award recognized her service to Leaming Assis-

' 

tance programs through the Texas Developmental Edu
cators Listserv, a program sponsored by COM and mod
erated by Dr. Stephenson. 

The Listserv provides professors throughout Texas the 
means to exchange ideas, ask questions and get immedi
ate responses from their peers. Dr. Stephenson has been 
managing the program for about three years. 

During her tenure at COM, Dr. Stephenson has taught 
reading, study skills and Psychology for Success. She also 
has developed new programs and courses as the need has 
arisen. 

"I only planned to stay at COM a few years,_but I grew 
attached to lhe community and the students," Dr. 
Stephenson said ... It is such an inspiration to see my stu
dents achieve so much when they have so many odds 

See Teacher Page 11 
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Voters should take rights more seriously 

Appro,cimately 26.5 million 18- to 24-year-0ld young 
Americans reside in the United States. Half of that 
number probably did not make it to the polls this 
election. Our generation holds the worst record for 
voting among all age groups. 

Is it because we don't like the options, or do we just 
not care? Well, I'm sure it's more complicated than that, 
but whatever the reason we need to take action now. 

~Inter COM 
Managing Editor 
Online Editor 
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The government controls many aspects of our lives; 
that is why we have been given the right to vote. By 
voting, we make the choices for the goVemment. Our 
elected representatives dedicate their terms to accom
plishing certain goals. These l;oals are crucial to the 
public because they reflect how the representatives will 
utilize ~heir J!OWer in office. 

Everyone bas concerns, problems or suggestions about 
the world today. The best way to ensure change in the 
United States, is to get out and vote. Though it takes 
more than a strong leader to get results, it takes strong 
supporters to elect that leader to office. 

Voting is a right, not. an obligation. If }'ou·give up your 
right to vote, then you give up the right to be heard. 

In 1996 only 28 percent of young voters voted in the 
presidential election. Ouch! Well. at least you can't 
blame us for Bill Clinton. 

Our participation in the election this year was crucial. 
_This was the closest election in 40 years. In 1960 John F. 
Kennedy was elected by less than one vote per precinct. 
That means only one person in each precinct, in each 
state, made the difference. You could have been that 
person who made the difference in this election. 

Even though the presidential election is coming to a 
close, there are many more issues to vote on in the 
future. 

Every two years our House representatives come up 
for elections. Every four years a new governor is 
elected, and every six years Senate members are either 
reelected or newly elected.' 

But you don't have to wait that long to vote. There is 
always something on the ballot, for example, school 
board elections, road bonds and city council elections. 

Many students feel that there are no issues directed at 
them; therefore, they don't vote. Issues are relevant to 
everyone; it's just hard at times to see how. Students 
want to hear about issues that are important to them. 
Well, here you go: The city council makes decisions for 
affordable housing, the state House and Senate control 
financial aid and the local tax assessor leads the central 
appraisal district to either increasing or decreasing 
spending Qf your tax dollars. 

The United States is home to one president, 100 
senators, 435 representatives.and 7,424 state legislators. 
Sounds like a lot? Not considering the fact that there are 
26,110,000 voters between the ages of 18 and 25. We do 
have the power to change things. 

Your vote is your voice and every voice counts, so 
make your vote count in the many years to come. 

Letter to the Editor 
Student agrees with Dr. Laura 
To whom it may concern: 

The October issue of lnterCOM had an article that was 
written by Jennifer WesW:itled, "Dr. Laura's views jaded, 
chauvinistic." I agreed with the points about women's 
rights, but I was offended when West referred to stay-at
home moms as "Susie homemaker(s)." 

My mother devoted her life to raising five chil.dl'Cn. 
Being called a "Susie homemaker" wouldn't do her any 
justice. If you want to issue titles, try "Super Moms." 
These women should be respected. It was never said 
that motherhood is easy. It is the hardest job I've ever 
seen. It is not a 9 a.m.-5 p.m. job. It requires sacrifice 
and devotion. I see women having children to fill a void 
in their lives. Once they realize the fantasy of mother
hood is more demanding than a swollen belly and 
beautiful nursery to decorate, they shuttle their kids off 
to day care centers to be raised by strangers. 

West commented on how people don't want to 
economize. She mentioned that "this is America." Is 
this what our country has become? One that cares about 
material things, rather than family values? I never went 
overseas and was driven around in a modest station 
wagon. I don't regret going through thai. Children don't 
value luxury; they value love and attention. My mother 
met me when I got off the bus. cleaned my scrapes, sat 
with me every night while I did homework and went to 
all my school functions. I never heard, "I'm sorry, 
honey, Mom has to work." I depended on her-she was 
my hero and still is. 

If given the chance to enjoy exotic vacations or 
luxurious cars meant giving up a lifetime of memories 
and quality time with my mother, I say, bring on the 
station wagon and the coupons! Budgeting is no 
sacrifice. We clipped coupons. lbrougb that I learned a 
lesson in budgeting, I learned the importantance of 
sharing and what it meant to earn something you 
wanted. 

My parents were ,a team. My father agreed to work, 
while my-mother stayed home. Together they handled 
our family's finances. They saw to it that we were well 
taken care of. The budget analyst who offended West 
was not out of line. How could a person who teaches 
ways to make life easier for those who spend their days 
sacrificing for the good of the household be offensive? 
We need more people like her. She enables those who 
are.struggling to see "light at the end of the tunnel." 

I never suffered from social deprivation. My mother 
saw that we n::mained active with the neighborhood 
children, our siblings and our classmates. 

I am a realist and know it is difficult to live on one 
income. Eventually, my mother went to work as an 
educator and currently attend~ colJege classes. At that 
time all the children were old enough !O depend on one 
another. We pulled together and made it possible to 
function nonnaUy. 

Now I am a college student preparing for a career. [ 
know a day may come when I'll have to work and 
maintain structure in my household, but if possible I am 
going to value what the budget analysts say and stay at 
home. l have taken into consideration that there are 
circumstances that demand a supplementary income. I 
suggest children be in the care of a family member so 
they will have the comfort of a home and the attention 
needed at impressionable ages. If more parents took 
time to "pencil their children in," the youth of America 
would be 11:tter off. 

I can't imagine a career being more important than 
witnessing your child's first steps or first words. I 
commend Dr. Laura for focusing on family. God bless 
all mother,, they are the foundation of every household. 

Thank you, 
Cristy Ayala 

Graphic Arts student 

Editor S NQle: JnterCOM welcomes all letters to the editor. 
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The childcare students held Halloween parties Oct. 31 In the childcare lab. Pictured in the yellow room are (from 
left) RIiey Hanson, 3; Candace Hanson, lab atudent and parent; Uam Donovan, 3; Christina Sellnldla, lab student; 
and Brandon Stark, 3. (Photo by Michelle Fichera) 

Teacher proud to be among those honored 
continued from Page 1 
against them." 

Planning to teach high school English and social stud
ies, Dr. Stephenson attended the University of Texas at 
Austin where she received a bachelor's degree in English 
and social studies, with a secondary teaching certificate. 
After being chosen to teach reading-as a student1eacher, 
she attended Southern Methodist University in Dallas and 
received a master's degree in reading and educational re
search. She then turned down a graduate fellowship from 
the University of Georgia to come to COM. 

While working at COM, she also attended classes at 
the University of Houston central campus and received a 

doctorate in curriculum and instruction with an emphasis 
in reading and public school administration in 1978. 

"I was deeply honored to receive the award," she said. 
"Some really outstanding educators have won this in the 
past, and I'm excited to be a part of them." 

Dr. Stephenson has been at COM 31 years and has 
served on numerous committees. She was-active in sev
eral retention and curriculum committees, as well as work
ing with the nursing faculty. Dr. Stephenson has received 
other awards for her accomplishments, including the In
ternational Reading Association Literacy Award in 1985. 
She also has been selected ro Outstanding Young Women 
of America twice. • 

Lecture, art celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month 
Continued from Page 11 

of Hispanics into mainstream America. 
"During World War II, Hispanics proportionally earned 

the greatest number of medals," he said. "The veterans 
began using the GI Bill and other benefits. This gave them 
an opportunity for a piece of the American Dream." 

Dr. Hfuojosa's lecture was made possible by COM Art 
Gallery Director Janet Hassinger, who prepared and re
ceived a grant for the lecture. She opened both lectures 
with a slide show about From Root to Flower, a COM 
gallery exhibit by Hispanic artists, Sept. 14-0ct. 19. 

The exhibit by Elena Lopez-Poirot, Kathy Vargas, 
Rolando Briseno, Angel Rodriguez-Diaz and Luis Jimenez 
depict~d Hispanic culture with a kaleidoscope of photo
_graphs, paintings and sculptures, featuring artistic values 
in ethnic roots, family memories, language and the ori
gins of typical Mexican cuisine. 

Lopez-Poirot recycles objects from her past to create 
three-dimensional expressions of memories. Her s~ulp
ture "Temporal Beauty," two hands (molded from her 
hands) knitting a tunic of rose petals, is a reminder of Juan 
Diego, the Mexican Indian who in the 17th century saw 
an apparition of the Virgin Mary, who made roses appear 
as proof of her visitation. Diego picked the roses into his 
tunic, and when he showed them to the bishop, the image 
of the Virgin appeared on his tunic. 

Vargas creates a hand-colored photographic mantle of 
seasons and family with careful use of light evoking loss 
and regrowth. "Vargas' work mourns the passing of her 
parents and celebrates the absolutes of family with their 
intimate relationships," Hassinger writes in a brochure· 

• 

• 

about the artists ' works. This concept is evident in Vargas' 
"Cuerpo de Luto" (Body of Mourning) photograph. 

Brisefio 's works seem to radiate from his "Moctezuma's 
Table," a circular acrylic painting with colorful images 
of "dishes that speak to you," Briseno said. "I paint about 
anything that has to do with mythology and tradition." 
The work, a concentration of culinary culture with its vast 
array of indigenous foods such as cactus, is painted on a 
tablecloth to show the permeation of Mexican culture. 

Rodriguez-Diaz illustrates with acrylic oils on canvas 
his themes of anthropomorphisms in self-portraits. He 
uses rich colors-yellows, greens and reds-in his J)Or
traits and combines the butterfly and the jaguar with hu
man forms to produce his themes. "It is intriguing to cap
ture through the face who the person is about," Rodriguez. 
Diaz said of his "Self-Portrait in Green." 

Jimenez's blue fiberglass sculpture "Mustang".and his 
painting "Fiesta Dancers" were on display court,esy of 
the Moody Gallery in Galveston. According to the bro
chure, Jimenez "creates 3 monumental affinnation of life" 
in his sculpture and painting. 

On Sept. 26 at COM, Dr. Carmen Tafolla, in her one
woman show, With our Own Names, offered a glimpse of 
the plight Hispanics suffered being assimilated into 
Amerii;an culture, specifically the schools, where at one 
time they were not allowed to speak Spanish. See related 
Page 1 story "Chicana storyteller visits COM, personi
fies poe"try," in the October lnterCOM. 

The Student Activities Board Welcome Kickoff was 
launched Sept. 12 \\_'ith a Hispanic themC highlighted by 
Mexican food sponsored by the COM Amigos. 

• 

.. 
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60 new voters signed up 
by OAAC voters drive 
By SHARON KERSHAW BOULT 
Staff Reporter 

The Organization of African American Culture spon
sored a voter registration drive beginning Sept. 28. The 
OAAC members set up a table in the College of the Main
land Student Center every Thursday from 12:30-1:30 p.m. 
to register voters. 

Voter registration cards were collected in mail bins. The 
last day of the drive was held in the Student Center from 
12:30-1 p.m. Oct. 10, the cutoff date for new registra
tions and address changes. 

OAAC ai;lv~er Jeanette Slaughter explained, "The pur
pose of the drive is to get as many people to register to
vote regardless of race, religion or pany affiliation ... 

The on-campus drive resulted in 60 registered voters 
for the Nov. 7 election. 

Marco Rodriguez, father of a COM studen~, had come 
to the Student Center to pick up his daughter. He had not 
yet registered to vote and was glad to have an opponu
nity to do so through OAAC. 

A drawing was held at 1 p.m. Oct. IO from the tickets 
for registered voters for an Aiwa digital audio sound sys
tem. The winne_r of the drawing was Donna M. Allen, a 
COM employee in computer services. 

For reference in future elections, if a pen.on has previ
ously registered to vote and does not have a voter regis
tration certificate at the time of the election, he or she can 
bring a valid driver's license or valid ID to vote. 

To replace a Jost voter registration certificate call Vickie ' 
Socias, supervisor of the Voter Registration DeparttJJent 
for the Galveston County Courthouse at ( 409) 766-2280. 

SAB to sponsor AIDS seminar 
The Student Activities Board will sponsor the AIDS 

presentation, For Those Who Think II Would Not Hap
pen To Them, Nov. 16 at 12:30 p.m. in the Leaming Re
sources Center Auditorium, L-131. 

Andrew McPhaul, executive director of the AIDS Coa
lition of Coastal Texas and people Living with AIDS will 
be the guest speaker. 

COM lltudont Michelle Glenn(rlght) and Nancy 
Powell, eecretary at St. Mary'• Church hold 
board gamff that Studenla for Chrtat collected 
In a toy drive. The Items were donated to the 
St. Vincent SOclety. 
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Campus Life 

Ramona Benton, director of Consumer and Family Education for the Gulf Coast Center, discusses some of the 
symptoms of depression, warning signs of suicide, sugg,atlons of Intervention and statistics of completed and 
attempted suicides at the seminar Oct. 26 In the LAC Auditorium L~ 131. (Photo by Sharon Kershaw Soult) 

Depression, suicide focus of seminar 
By SHARON KERSHAW BOULT 
Stair Reporter 

What would you do if a friend or family member told 
you he was thinking about killing himself! How can you 
recognize\.the legitimate signs of a person in a state of 
depression or on the verge of suicide? 

Ramona Benton, director of Consumer and Family 
Education for the Gulf Coast Center, answered these 
questions in her seminar. Depression & Suicide: How to 
Cope & How to Help Others, at 12:30 p.m. in the Col
lege of the Mainland Leaming Resources Center Audi
torium Oct. 26. 

Benton, who has a master of science degree in guid
ance and counseling, addressed symptoms of depression, 
warning signs of suicide, suggestions of intervention and 
facts and statistics of completed and attempted suicides. 
She stated the highest rates Qf suicide in the United States 
are for while meri over the age of 50. 

She also gave information concerning suk;ide among 
youths within special populations-Hispanic, African 
American and caucasions-to educate the audience of 
the increase in suicide within these groups. For people 
15-24 years old; suicide is the third leading cause of 
death, behind unintentional injury and homicide .. From 
1952-1996. the suicide rate among young adults nearly 

··tripled. 
Benton explained the risk for suicide among young 

people is greatest among young white males; however, 
from 1980-1996, suicide rates increased most rapidly 
among young black males. The strongest risk factors for 
attempted suicide in youths are depression. alcohol or 
other drug use, and aggressive or disruptive behaviors.-

According to material handed out by Benton, gay and 
lesbian youths are two to three times more likely to com
mit suicide than other youths, and 30 percent of all at· 
tempted or completed youth suicides are related lo issues 
of sexual identity. More research still needs to be done in 
this area of association between suicide risk and bisexu
ality or homosexuality for youths, particularly males. 

Some symptoms of depression include sadness, hope
lessness, discouragement, "down in the dumps," and/or a 
depressed mood or loss of interest or pleasure in all or 
almost all activities; significant weight loss or weight gain 
insomnia or hypersomnia (too much sleep), f:,.tigue or loss 
of energy; feelings of worthlessness or excessive or inap
propriate guilt; diminished ability to think or concentrate 
or indecisiveness; and recurrent thoughts of death, recur
rent suicidal thoughts without a specific plan, or a suicide 
attempt or a specific plan for committing suicide. 

Benton also discussed the process of grieving within a _ 
family that has lost a loved one to suicide. She empha
sized grieving is an individual experience and the time 
frame is different for each person. Talking about the cir
cumstances and feelings associated with grieving is an 
important step to work through ill the grief process. is
sues of grief can come back on holidays or anniversaries, 
so.special c~re should be taken.to connect with support
ive and caring people. 

Anyone wanting general non-emergency information 
or assistance concerning depression or suicide, may call 
the Gulf Coast Center at 1 (800) 304-4868. A special cri
sis intervention emergency telephone line (open 24 hours 
a day) is available at 1 (800) 643-0967 to provide assis
tance through the Gulf Coast Center if a person is con
templating suicide and needs immediate attention. 

Police Team considers RAD classes 
Continued from Page 1 

This is the second incident reported to COM police; 
the first incident occurred in September and was reported 
in the lnterCOM October issue, Page 1. Al that time, Carr 
emphasized the importance of reporting anything strange 

· or out of place immediately to police. He added the po· 
lice can't help if they aren't made aware of problems. 

More than a year ago Rape Agg~ssion Defense classes 

were given through the COM physical education depart
ment by former COM Police Officer Jeanette Slaughter. 
She now works the front desk of the Gym, so these classes 
are no longer available. 

When asked if he had considered reinstating the classes 
at COM, ·Can said, "If we have enough response from 
students and faculty, we'd be glad to hold as many classes 
as it takes· to get everyone safe.". 

• 
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Community members 
honored at banquet 
Continued from Page 1 

When inte~iewed later about being the Estrella Award 
recipient, Jimenez said, "I feel very humbled and hon
ored. I'm just a server." 

The award was presented by Roy Davila, a COM Board 
of Trustees member and 1999 Estrella Award recipient. 

Jimenez, principal of the Alternative Leaming Center 
for the Texas City Independent School District, earned a 
bachelor's degree at Sam Houston State University in 
Huntsville. Then after serving in the l_J.S. Anny, he earned 
a master's degree at the University of Houston. 

Zaragoza, who has been the DARE coordinator for the 
Texas City Police Department since 1996, earned a 
bachelor's degree in criminal justice and will soon have 
a master's degree in sociology. 

Hernandez, who grew up in the barrios of Houston dur
ing the '50s and '60s, has an associate's degree from COM 
and a bach~lor's degree from the University of Houston. 

Salazar, a U.S. Marine Corps veteran, advanced his third 
grade e"ducation to three years of college and rose from 
private to captain during his 22 years of service. After 
retirfog, he completed his bachelor's degree. 

Texas City Mayor Carlos Garza was a special guest 
and keynote speaker at the dinner. HOLA presented him 
with a ceramic platter, handmade by Michael Anthony 
Garza, a COM art department alumnus. 

HOLA member and COM employee Elizabeth Hasserd 
addressed the audience and gave "speciai thanks to (COM 
president) Dr. Hayes who has made a special commit· 
ment for diversity al COM." Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes 
provided the funding for the dinner. 

·on Oct.12, Dr. Hinojosa gave an historical perspective 
of the struggles for assimilation by Hispanics in the United 
States. He presented his Jech.Ire on Cultural Identity and 
Assimilation at 9:30 a.m, at COM and at 7 p.m. at the 
Chuck Doyle Convention Center in Texas City. Mayor 
Garza. donated the use of the convention center. 

Dr. Hinojosa spoke about the socio-economic and cul
tural dynamics which contributed to greater integration 

See Lecture Paga 11 

Tim Zaraoza (right) accepts the Estrella Award on 
behalf of his uncle, Jaime Jlmllnez, at the HOLA dinner 
Oct. 1 s from Roy Davila, the 1999 E1trell1 Award 
winner. The award honors community member• who 
work together. wtth COM for th• educational edvenc• 
ment of Hl1panlc1. (Photo by Sharon Kershaw Bault) 
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Twelve-year-old Marisa Voight hurdles a Halloween yard decoration at the ~TK Ducktober Fest, Oct. 28. People 
of all ages attended the celebration which included free canoeing, bobbing for apples, fishing, face painting as 
well as costume contests every hour. (Photo by April Brandon) 

PTK Ducktober Fest makes a big splash 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Staff Reporter 

Ducktober Fest, sponsored by Phi Theta Kappa Oct. 
28, turned out to be a day of fun and excitement at the 
College of the Mainland duck pond, Lake Eckert. 

PTK decided on the name Ducktober Fest based on the 
traditional October Fest arid COM's unofficial mascot, 
the duck. 

Activities, which revolved around the honor socit:;ty's 
international study topic---water-included canoeing cour
tesy of CO M's Outdoor Club, bobbing for apples, fishing 
and face painting. 

Costume contests were held every hour as well as wa
ter experiments for the children, conducted by PTK his• 
torian Gina Butler. 

The object of the water experiments was to show chil· 
dren which objects would sink and which would float. 

An eraser, paper clip and nickel all sank, while an apple, 
wood block and plastic toy train floated. The children 
were told the more dense an object, the more likely it 
would sink and the less dense, the object would float. 

One of the reasons PTK held the fest was to raise money 
to pay for the activities .PTK sponsors around campus. 
The funds also will help pay for all PTK mailouts. 

Fabian Sifuentes, PTK president, said that this year the 
organization has sent more mailouts than any previous 
year due' to low membership. The mailouts are sent to 
encourage students who qualify for PTK to apply. Mem
bership requirements are a 3.6 grade point average at 
COM, completion-of 12 college hours-remedial courses 
do not count-and being currently enrolled at COM. 

PTK offers two scholarships, one for $100 to high 
school National Honor .-Society students in COM's dis
trict and the other for $100 to COM in-district students 
who participate in community service projects. 
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Registration begins Nov. 27 
By DANA SPARLING 
Starr Reporter 

Every student know:ii how difficult it is to organize a 
class schedule. Nothing is more aggravating than, while 
registering, finding that one of your desired classes is full. 
Then you must compose a different schedule or take an· 
other class in place of the class you really wanted. To en· 
sure you get the classes you want or need, register early. 

You can conveniently register at College of the Main· 
land over the phone at (409) 935-8900 from Nov. 27 
through Jan. 17. The process requires your personal iden
tification number (PIN), which is. the month and year of 
your birthdate. Example: (July 5, 1961: 0461) For further 
information call the Admissions Office ;t (409) 938-1211 
or I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 264. 

Continuous registration at COM runs from Nov. 27•Dec. 
15 and Jan. 2-Jan. 17. There will be no on-campus regis. 
tration during the winter holidays. 

Admission Office hours for continuous registration dur· 
ing Jan. 2-5 and Jan. 8· 12 are as follows: Monday and 
Tuesday, 8 a.m.·7 p.m;; and Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Clear Creek registration is Jan. 3 from 5-7 p.m. 
One-stop registration will be in the Gym, Jan. 9-10 from 

8 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Also, registration will be available Saturday, Jan. 13, 

from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. in the Administration Building lobby. 
Late-registration is scheduled for Jan. 16· 17 in the Ad· 

ministration Buildi'ng lobby. 
Spring semester classes begin Jall. 1-'f\, 
"If you are decided on a major, it is critical for you to 

meet with a faculty member in yotlr program te be ad
vised before registering," said Vice Preside11t/Dean of Stu
dent Services Pam Davenport. "Contact the Program As· 
sistant in your academic area for art appointment." 

Students. who are undecided about a major can be ad
vised and work out a schedule: with either an adviser or 
counselor in the Advisement Center in the Administra· 
tion Building or Counseling in the. Student Center. 

COM students help make blood drive a success 
By SHARON KERSHAW BOULT 
Staff Reporter 

The bi-annual blood drive was held in the College of 
the Mainland Student Center from 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m., Oct. 
3 and 4. · 

"The COM Student Activities Board initiated the blood 
drive and was assisted by the (COM) Amigos club," said 
Maryann Urick, coordinator of Recreational Programs 
and Student Activities. Free T-shirts were given to all 
donors. 

The Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center, the regional 
supplier for several hospitals in the Galveston County 
area, administered the drive. · 

Christy Hopkins, group program consultant for the 
Galveston County area, gave the results of the blood drive 
as follows: 

On Oct. 3, 38 whole blood units were drawn, six double 
~ red cell donors from whom 12 double red cell units were 

drawn, and 10 would-be donors who were deferred tie. 
cause they failed to meet donor qualifications. 

On Oct. 4, 34 whole blood units were drawn, four 
double red cell donors from whom eight double red cell 
units were drawn, and seven deferrals. A total of 92 units 
of blood was collected. · 

Double red cell donors have to meet separate criteria 
from whole blood donors. These donors must meet a spe
cific height and weight range and have type "O" blood, 
negative or positive. 

Blood is extracted from the doube red cell donor and 
then is run through a machine which separates the red 
cells from the blood. Once the red cells have been re
moved, the blood is sent back into the donor's body. 'Iwo 
units of double red cells are taken from each double red 

' 

cell donor. 
Some requirements to give whole blood include being 

18 through 70 years old, weighing a minimum of 110 

· pounds, not-being on cenain medications for48 hours and 
not having given blood during the prior eight weeks. 

The next COM blood drive is scheduled for Feb. 6-7. 

COM lludent Jackie Martinez (left) undergoea the ecrHnlng procen before being allowed to give blood In the 
bl.annual blood drive Oct. 4 In the Student Center. Reahad Hudson of the UTMB Blood Center meaaurea her 
blood preuure. Nlnety•two units of blQod were .collected at the drtve. (Photo by Sharon Kerehaw Boutt) 
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News/Features 

Student Government assistant adviser Beverly Mitchell (right) and alternate adviser Olda Peret (center) serve 
food to students during the Student Government Meet the Officers Luncheon Oct. 19 ln the Student Center Sun 
Room. The luncheon was a first tor Student Government and was aimed at motivating students to be more 
Involved with Student Government. (Photo by Dana Spa,rllng) 

Student Government hosts luncheon 
By DANA SPARLING 
Sta If Reporter 

For the first time the College of the Mainland Student 
Government hosted a unique College Hour event. The Stu
dent Government held a Meet the Officers Luncheon in 
the Student Center Sun Room Oct. 19. All who attended 
enjoyed a free lunch o(sub sandwiches, chips and soda. 

The afternoon's event was kicked off by Parliamentar
ian Mario Lozano, followed by brief introductions by all 
the officers. 

Students were encouraged to ask questions or to inform 
the officers of any problems or concerns they have about 
the campus. 

Students, teachers, advisers and several club represen
tatives participated in the luncheon. 

As always. James Shippy, the Student Government ad
viser, was there to lend a helping hand. Beverly Mitchell, 
Student Center coordinator and assistant adviser, and Olda 
Perez, volunteer co-ordinator of Retired.Senior Volunteer 
Program and alternate adviser, also attended the luncheon 
to show their support for Student Government. 

During the meal a microphone was passed around as 

Shippy and several Student Government officers made 
announcements to try to motivate students to be more in
volved with Student Government. 

Pam Davenport, vice president/dean of Student Ser
vices, also took the microphone and voiced encouraging 
words about the Student Government. Davenport said she 
had never experienced an introduction of this type at a 
college and believed it was a great way to introduce the 
organization to the students. 

Although the luncheon was not as successful in terms 
of a larg_e turnout as the Student Government officers had 
hoped, it was the first step to getting students more in
volved. Approximately 20 students attende&. but had few 
questions and concerns. 

Officers in additiQn to Lozano are Dana Sparling, presi
dent; Robin Larson, vice-president; LaToiah Williams, 
secretary; Michelle Nguyen, treasurer; Katina Gilmore, 
night school representative; and Jeff Evans, Shawn 
Hodges and Jonathan Steele, College Senate representa
tives. 

To contact the Student Government, stop by the office 
in the Student Center, Room SC-111. If no one is avail
able, call (409) 938-1211 or I (888) 258-2259, Ext. 618. 

Intel:°national students 
share heritage, culture 
By ROBIN LARSON 
Staff Reporter 

A diverse group of approximately 30 people 
gathered Oct. 17 in the College of the Main
land Student Center Sun Room for an interna
tional feast consisting of a variety of foods from 
different ethnic backgroun.ds. 

The Multicultural Lunch Fest was sponsored 
by the COM Amigos, Students for Christ, the 
Organization of African American Culture and 
the Student Activities Board. 

To be admitted to the luncheon, students had 
to bring a dish from their culture. lnternational 
students from Japan, Columbia and Mexico 
were exempt from bringing a dish. They spoke 
about why they came to COM and about their 
heritage. One reason for coming to the United 
St._1:tes was to learn English. 

The food included: Mexican tacos, queso 
(cheese), spicy chicken wings, jalapenos stuffed 
with shrimp, Mexican desserts, cookies, lasa
gna, Hamburger Helper and Jack-in-the-Box 
tacos. COM student Anthony Castelline's ex
hibit, A Day in the Life of My Mother, was dis
playCd around the food. 

SAB President Jeremy Robinson opened the 
luncheon by asking all tojntroduce themselves 
and to talk a little about their ethnic back
grounds. The first to speak was COM Presi
dent Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes. 

Dr. Hayes spoke about his German, Irish and 
Navajo heritage and experience working with 
the Peace Corps in Ethiopia. "I also_ did some 
agricultural work there," he stated. 

Next to speak was Pam Davenport, COM 
vice president/dean of Student Affairs Pam 
Davenport. "I grew up in Baltimore, so my fa
vorite food is seafood." She was'born in Biloxi, 
Miss., and her mother is from Oklahoma, "so 
fried chicken was a typical food for us." 

Maryann Urick, SAB sponsor, asked every
one if they would like to have the luncheon 
again in the spring; all raised their band in uni
son and excitement. 

Galveston Seawall provides protection against flooding 
Editors Note: This is the second part of a three-part series on 
the /9()() Storm in Galveston. Part J discussed the storm itself 

Part JI[ will focus on those affected by it. 

By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Managing Editor 

It was suggested before the 1900 hurricane which rav
aged Galveston that a seawall be built to protect the city 
from high tides and storm surges. However,-because the 
city had not been seriously damaged by hurricanes be
fore 1900, residents developed a false sense of security. 

The Great Storm reigns today as the deadliest natural 
disaster in U.S. history. While the storm was phenom
enal, so was the response of the Galveston survivors. 

"Sunday morning, the day after the disaster, began with 
the sound of bells from the ruined Ursuline Convent call
ing people t_o worship," writes historian David G. 
McComb in Galveston: A History. It was a fitting start. 

Almost immediately after the storm a committee of resi
dents was convened to plan for the future. By 10 a.m. on 
Sept. 9, Mayor Walter C. Jones had called an emergency 
City Council meeting and by the end of the day had ap
pointed a Central Relief Committee. Committee mem-

hers developed plans to clean up the debris, bury the dead 
and rebuild Galveston to become a better city. 

Galveston residents quickly decided that they would 
rebuild, and that the city would survive. When they wit
nessed the determination of the residents to rebuild, city 
leaders began deciding how to do so. 

To prevent future floods, city leaders devised a plan 
not only to build a seawall along the beach front, but also 
to raise the height of the entire city. 

Along with building the seawall, engineers Alfred 
Noble, Henry M. Roberts and H.C. Ripley recommended 
the city be raised 17 feet at the seawall and slope down• 
ward one foot for every 1,500 feet to the bay. · 

This required getting more than 16 million cubic yards 
of sand to the island. The solution was to dredge the sand 
from Galveston's ship channel and pump it.as liquid slurry 
through pipes into quarter-sq.uare•mile sections of the city 
that were walled off with dikes. Before pumping could 
begin, all structures had to be raised with jack.screws, and 
all the sewer, water and gas lines had to be raised. 

By 1911, 500 city blocks had been raised, some just a 
few inches and others as much as 11 feet. 

The seawall is the most apparent effort of the city t(? 
prevent a repeat of the 1900 devastation. The current 
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length of 10.5 miles was built in six sections in a period 
of almost 60 years, County' Engineer Mike Fitzgerald told 
the Galveston County Dail_y News in a commemorative 
issue-in September. "The original seawall ran from Eighth 
Street at the Galveston Wharf front to Sixth Street and 
from Sixth to 39th Street," he said. 

Fitzgerald, whose crews are charged with inspecting 
and maintaining parts of the wall, said he was impressed 
with the engineering and construction of the wall. 

One of the most important aspects of the seawall often 
goes unnoticed. In a Category 4 (extreme damage) or Cat
egory 5 (catastrophic damage) hurricane, there will be 
some over-topping of the seawall. However, the ground 
across Sea~all Boulevard is sloped upward so it is higher 
on the inland side than at the top of the wall. This slope 
helps break the action even if the waves top the wall. 

The seawall got its first real test in August 1915 when 
a hurricane comparable to the 1900 Storm hit the island. 

While much of the city flooded and most of the struc
tures outside the protection of the origin-al wall were de
stroyed, those behind it fared well. 

The city did. indeed survive, and has withstood many 
hurricanes since that night. However, no storm has since 
compared to the intensity of the t gpo Storm. 

' 
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PTK Inductees hold their candles during the induction ceremony Nov. 5 In the Learning Reaources Auditorium, 
L·131. The candles were und to symbollza the light of knowledge. Inductees passed the light from candle to 
candle. A reception followed In the atrium of the Math-Science Building. (Photo by April Brandon) 

Honor society inducts 47 new members 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Staff Reporter 

The Sigma Delta chapter of the Phi Theta Kappa honor 
society at College of the Mainland inducted 47 new mem
bers Nov. 5. 

At the induction students were recognized for meeting 
the membership requirements set by the international so
ciety. Membership requirements to join PTK are having a 
3.6 grade point average, having completed 12 college • 
hours at COM and currently being enrolled in a college 
level class at COM. 

Chapter President Fabian Sifuentes opened the cer
emony by welcoming COM administration, faculty and 
the Galveston College PTK chapter. Simone Rieck, chap
ter vice president, then introduced Dr. Renate True, COM 
anatomy and physiology professor. Slie spoke to the aU
dience abotlt hei experience as one of the first five women 
aquanauts in 1970. She was asked to speak at the induc-

tion because the PTK international study topiCWas water. 
This year's induction was different from previous in

ductions in style. COM chapter officers throughout the 
year attended various inductions from other chapters. The 
ideas gathered were combined to make this fall's induc
tion more formal than in previous years. A candle-was 
used in the ceremony to symbolize the light of knowl
edge. Instead of individuals lighting their candles from a 
maUI. candle, inductee_§ passed the light from candle to 
candle. 

A reception to honor the new inductees was held in the 
atrium of the Math-Science Building after the ceremony. 
Refreshments and puncji were served while members were 
given the opportunity to meet one another. 

The next induction will be held in the spring. 
For more information on becoming a PTK member, call 

(409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8858 for adviser Leslie 
Richardson at Ext. 329 or adviser Cindy Lucas at Ext. 
326. 

Captivating comedy charms COM critic 
By MATIHEW JOST 
Staff Reeorter 

Other People's Money, the College of the Mainland 
Arena Theatre's newest production which opened Oct. 26, 
will ~e playing through Nov. 19 Thursdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. 

Full of humor and clever dialogue, it was written by 
award-winning playwright Jerry Sterner. Jack Westin di
rects actors Jacki Bynum (Kate), Danny Sorge (Garfinkle), 
Rick Watson (Coles), Phyllis Dorflinger (Bea) and V.W. 
Uher(Jorgenson). The actors pu_t on a powerful and amus
ing performance. 

Watson, Dorflinger and Uber portray the members of a 

• 

Rhode Island wire and cable company whose foundation 
is based on good morals and tradition. They struggle 
against a self-indulgent stock market player (Sorge), who 
is attempting to buy out the company. Bynum, portraying 
a lawyer and Dorflinger's daughter, serves as a io be
tween and becomes part of a suprise ending. 

The actors' dramatic performance of this enthralling 
story keeps the audience captivated as character interac
tions take numerous, unexpected and often funny turns. 

Noticible effort was put into the set. It is arranged as a 
menagerie of filing cabinets, shelves, desks and various 
other objects to render a cluttered feel. The music reflects 
the same image set by the stage, with an edge of humor. 
In unison with the well-placed lightirig, the observer has 
no difficulty in becoming absorbed by the aJl!biance of 
this enjoyable story. 

An audience need not even be fond of plays to be able 
to enjoy a few good laughs and appreciate the talent pro
jected by the performers in this play. At the risk of spoil
ing the act, one final thing can only be said: have a good 
time and see it yourself. 

For tickets, call the Arena Theatre Box Office between 
Tuesdays and Fridays at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 345: Tickets range from $8 to $18 ba~ed on 
seating. Discounts are available for students and senior 
citizens. Children under 4 are not permitted. VISA, Dis
covery, and Mastercards are accepted. 

• 
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New pop stars lack 
talent, personality 

Tammie 
Letroise . 

OK, I'll admit I listen to Britney Spears and 
N'SYNC, and who wouldn't? It's really happy, 
warm and breezy music, that for right now at 
least, is really hot. 

But let's face it, when Britney is 30 years old, 
no one is going to want to hear her sing".:. 
Baby One More Time." The fact of the matter 

.is, in today's overcrowded pop.music market, 
there is too much fluff and not enough heartfelt 
music. Everything is about good times and true 
love, but not the kind of music adults can relate 
to. All the music is generated toward the 
Pokemon generation and like'"PokCmon it will 
not stand the test of time. 

When my mom was growing up there were 
the Temptations and the Supremes, and even 
though my mother and I have a 26-yeu age 
difference, we both can enjoy this music. 

I work in a music store and I see the look of 
horror on parents' faces when they are forced to 
buy these bubble-gum groups, and I honestly 
don't think they will want to enjoy it With their 
children. 

There are just no original acts anymore. I 
mean how many cute boy bands are out there? 

. Can you even count them all? Oh, and let's not 
even bring up all the blonde teen-age girls 
parading across our television screens, con
stantly flashing us with their overabundance of 
cleavage. 

Now I know people say Madonna started out 
the same way as Britney Spears and look at her. 
Well, Madonna has changed as the music 
market has changed. If she still used the same 
formula she used when she first appeared on 
the scene, who would want to listen to her 
music? 

Music is aU about being passionate about 
what you play and believing in the words you 
sing. It's about being inventive enough to stay 
popular and passionate enough to say what's on 
your mind. Everyone today is worried about 
offending people so much that they're scared to 
make music that might go against the grain. I 
personally don't know how long this group of 
pop artists will stick around, but if their 15 

- minutes continues into the future, I hope they 
get enough courage to speak their own minds, 
and enough talent to write and produce their 
own music. 

Editor '.i note: Tammie f,,etrois.e's name was 

inadverta.ntly left off the staff picture caption in the 

October issue of lnterCOM on Page 7 .. 

-TNSA sponsors two events 
The Texas Nurses Student Association at College of the 

Mainlllnd will sponsor two e~ents this November. • 
On Nov. 16 from 3:30-5:30 p.m. the association will 

sponsor a Lice Awareness Screening Project for the com
munity in the parking lot of Kmart in Texas City. 

On Nov. 20 the association will have a Thanksgiving 
Food Drive in the nursing department office of the Tech
nical/Vocational Building. Donations of canned goods 
and/or $2 will be appreciated. 

• 
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Sports/Features 

COM co-«I volleyball players compete -Inst LH Coll- In the bl-annual GCIC Sports Day at San Jacinto 
College Central campus OCt. 26. Tho COM volleyball tum tied for third place with San Jacinto Central. With the 
stiff competition the beat flni•h from COM was ncond place In table tennl1 by Erik Stelnmentz. :rha 3-on-3 
basketball team also tied tor third wJth AMn Community Collage. (Photo by April Brandon) 

COM students participate in Sports Day 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Managing Editor 

Several College of the Mainland students participated 
in the bi-annuaJ Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference 
Sports Day Oct. 26 on the San Jacinto College Central 
campus in Pasadena. 

With the stiff competition from other schools in GCIC, 
the best finish from COM was second place by Erik 
Steinmentz in the table tennis competition. He finised 
behind a Lee College, Baytown, participant. Also play
ing table tennis for COM was Jesse Tavares. 

The COM 3-on-3 basketball team fared well, tying for 
third place with Alvin Community College. Basketbalt 
players included Sylvester Daniels, Joe Hughes and Do
minique Green. 

The COM co-ed volleyball team also finished in a tie 

for third place with San Jacinto Central. The team con
sisted o[Thyais Bogan, Amy Myers, Linda Lopez. Brian 
Alexander, Barbara Terrill, Brandon Zeitz and Chris Hoot. 

Competing for softball were students Micha.el Castilla, 
Adam Files, Cheryl Keprta, Michele Mejia, Chris 
Barkman, Naomi Grimaldo, Stacy McAteer and Mike 
Navarro. Also playing softball for the COM team was San 
Jacinto Central student Adam Matlock. Matlock joined 
the team the day of competition when COM had only eight 
players and needed nine. Ironically, San Jacinto Central 
ended up beating COM and Jini~hing in first place. 

COM 8-ball participants. were Brice Knight and Josh 
White, while Jeremy Robinson was the lone racquetball 
competitor representing the school. 

Other colleges to participa,te in Sports Day were 
Brai:osport, Kingwood, North Harris Community, San 
Jacinto North, San Jacinto South and Wharton County. 

Annual College Day 
set for Dec. 6 in Gym 
By COM Publicatioo.s & Information Office 

More 1han 24 Texas colleges and universities will have 
representatives at College of the Mainland, Dec. 6, for 
COM's annual College Day from 10 a.m.- l p.m. ·and 6-8 
p.m. in the Gym. 

College Day, which is free and open _to the public, is an 
opportunity for people who plan to transfer or begin col
lege at a four-year college or university. 

"This information-gathering opportunity is one of the 
most important experiences that our University Transfer 
Center offers students and prospective students," COM 
Counselor Leroy August said. 

"Students team about the admissions process, tuition. 
financial aid, major fields of study and other transfer in
formation," August said. 

August also noted that the COM University Transfer 
Center has resource information, computer technology and 
staff to facilitate the transition of COM students to the 
colleges and universities of their choice. 

For more information about College Day or the Uni
versity Transfer Center or a list of participating universi
ties. call (409) 938-1211 or l (888) 258-8859, Ext. 297. 

Orientation set for December 
The College of the Mainland Counseling Team 

will conduct orientation sessions fot new students 
on Thursday, Dec. 7, at 10 a.m. or 6 p.m. in the 
Student Center. The I 1/2 hour program will give 
students information to allow smooth transition 
to COM. 

The program will include an introduction of 
some college staff members, understanding the 
college catalog and an explanation of the English, 
reading, math plac~ment results and how they 
relate to ~ourse requirements. Participants also 
will learn about the campus and support services, 
including financial aid, student activities, the col
lege library, recreational facilities, the University 
Transfer Center, the Career and Job Placement 
Resource Center and others. 

For more information call COM at (409) 938-
12!1 or I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 297. 

Annual Turke. Trot Nftv.":lff/ y . . . . COM provides jobs for students 
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The Colloge of the Majiilatwl 24iii' Anmiat 
• ,. ... Turkey To,t ,., Rtiaand Walk:will lie held 

NOY. 18. Proceeds will go lo~-
The flrsl race will be a 1/4 111ik race• .8 a.a,. 

for cbildm! umh!r 10. T1ii, """8iM,e ~ i,;$9. All 
cbiklren will racelve • e11r!lilc!lle fQt p,o,tlcipol-
iag. .. " .. 

Tbffl aloa wlll t,,,.1·Qllt 

~ SIIIJl!il~ 
Tbe~lltlaa<O 

Awa«1$ 
seoondphkic -Willlll>B.,Od lit$! 
pr..,. m. ....:II • oivisioa. • . . 

All finislumi wlll n,ceive 1'...i.liis and. draw.:. . 
iffl wm be held fo< ~ turkeys io be given 
away along with 1111111}' <)lher p,bel,· 

The •igl>-up deadline is Nov. Ill Ilat,y fmmo 
cm.be miriledot ~·;o·llk!O:ilq oflllfl 

By MATTHEW JOST 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland students in need of employ
ment need go no further than lhe Student Financial Aid 
Office. 

For many years COM has provided several convenient 
programs to keep its students employed on camp'1s. These 
programs include the Federal and Texas College Work 
Study programs and the Student Assistant Program. 

Both the Federal and Texas College Work Study pro
grams allow COM students to work a maximum of 15 
hours a week on campus for $5.65 an hour. College Work 
Study students must. however, qualify for financial aid, 
be enrolled in no less than six hours of class and maintain 
satisfactory grades in order to sustain employment. 

The federal aitd Texas programs are distinguished only 
by their source of funding. The federal program is handled 
through the federal government, whereas the Texas pro
gram receives its funding from the state. 

Students who don't qualify for financial aid can still be 
employed by COM as student assistants. This. however, 
requires that the student be enrolled for a minimum of six 
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hours, also. They also work no more than 15 hours a week 
and are paid $5.65 an ho.ur. · 

The only difference between college work study stu
dents and student assistants is the name which, according 
to Financial Aid Specialist Lori Boyd, "is used to distin
guish the programs from one another because their fund
ing is received from different sources." 

As long as a student meets all the requirements, getting 
employed at COM is a relatively simple task as Boyd ex
plains: "To apply fol'-ajob on campus, a student needs to 
complete the student employment packet, proyide two 
forms of identification and schedule an appointment with 
Rebecca Miles ( director of Student Financial Aid) for an 
application." 

Those interested in either of these programs should con
tact Miles in the Administration Building or by phone at 
( 409) 938-1211 or I (888) 258-8859. Ext. 246. 

COM also has a co-op progam available to students, 
allowing them to work up to 20 hours a week. This is a 

· work agreement between the student and professor. Fi
nancial Aid is not involved in the hiring of co-op students 
except to .process the applications to get the student on 
the COM payroll. ' 

' 
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Students address 
concerns at· forum 
By DANA SPARLING 
.Staff Reporter 

When students have problems, they're not always sure 
whom to tell. For several years the Student Activities 
Board bas sponsored a Student Concerns Forum. On Oct. 
24, the SAB sponsored the first Student Concerns Forum 
of the semester during College Hour in the Student Cen
ter Sun Room. 

Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of College and Financial Ser
vices, and James Templer, vice president/dean of lnstruc-,._ 
tion, were there to listen to the. students' opinions about 
their experiences at College of the Mainland. 

Even though only approximately 12 students partici
pated in the forum, several questions were asked and many 
concerns were heard. 

To get things started, this reporter brought up her con
cern with th.e lack of classes between 3 and 5 p.m. Templer 
informed students that the issue has already been handled 
and students should expect to see results in the spring or 
fall schedule of 2001. 

COM student Katina Gilmore brought up the second 
concern. Gilmore wants to see the college become more 
involved with community activities such as recruiting, 
parades, etc. Jim Higgins, director of the Publications and 
Information Office, informed Gilmore that COM has had 
opportunities in the past to participate in such activities, 
but not enough students showed an interest. 

Students Robin Larson, Joyce Johnson and Gilmore 
asked why COM doesn't offer a television/radio station 
or telecommunications or medical assistant programs. 

Templer stated the reason COM doesn't have a televi~ 
sion or radio station is because there might not be a big 
enough demand for it since surrounding colleges, such as 
the University of Houston-aear Lake and Alvin Com
munity College already offer_ these classes to students. 

InterCoM; Nonmber 2000, Pge 5 

Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of College and Flnanclal Servicu (left), and James Templer, vice president/dean of 
Instruction, listen to student concerns at the Student Concerns Forum Oct. 24 In the Student Center Sun Room. 
Approxlmatoly 12 students participated In the foruin. . (Photo by Dana Sparling) 

As for COM adopting any new program~, Templer ex
plained that there has to be a community desire for the 
programs. He suggested students should put their ideas 
in writing and bring those ideas to the attention of one of 
the vice presidents at COM. 

Students Jenny Long, Johnson, Gilmore and Fabian 
Sifuentes brought up issues concerning the parking lots: 
small parking spaces, overcrowding, potholes and light
ing. Dr. Pope informed everyone that COM is given a 
budget each year for parking lot improvements and said 
he would take the suggestions into consideration. 

Student Tim Young brought up the last issue of the fo-

rum. Young is concerned with COM's policy for students 
with disabilities, mainly with staff inembers' awareness 
of students with impei'ceptible disabilities. Young ex
pl~ioed his personal situation, which began within two to 
three weeks of the beginning of the fall semester. This in 
tum took two months before he got any ,esults. Dr. Pope · 
took note of Young's name and phone number to look 
more closely into the situation. 

Even though the number of participants was small, the 
participation was enormous. The SAB will host another 
Student Concerns Forum Nov. 28, so if you missed this 
one, you'll get another chance then. 

Ceramics exhibit captures everyday life in artwork 
By TAMMIE LETROISE 
Staff Reporter 

Bill Dennard's Short Stories ceramics exhibit opened 
Nov. l in the College of the Mainland Art Gallery.Agroup 

Artist Bill Dennal'.(I shows his use of shp caatlng in his 
demonstration Nov. 1 In the ceramics classroom. 
Dennard uHd a sllp cast mold of a paint can, carrot 
andtrff branch to create a teapot. Dennard'• ceramics 
exhibit, Shorts-.. will boon dl&play In the COM Art 
Gallery through Dec. 7. (PhotobyMlchalleFlchara) 

• 
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of people gathered to witness the opening ceremony for 
the ceramics display and a demonstration on slip casting. 

Slip casting is the way Dennard creates his an. In slip 
casting, Dennard takes an object and makes a cast or it, 
then pours plaster into the cast to make a mold. After he 
makes the mold, he pours the ceramic mixture into the 
mold which makes the structure, such as the teapot he 
created in his demonstration. 

The audience listened carefully as Dennard explained 
his artistic expressions and ideas of the exhibit. For in
stance. he talked about how he saw a paint can at his house 
and that gave him the idea to create the ceramic paint can · 
that is in the exhibit. 

The exhibit displays everyday items immortalized for
ever in ceramics. The principle behindJhe display is cap
turing everyday life and telling the story that goes along 
with it The crowd, predominately made up of COM.stu
den.ts, faculty and staff, seemed enthused as Dennard went 
over the process. 

Dennard 's work has classical themes that people can 
relate to. Another example of everyday items is the house 
he made from a deck of cards, which is diplayed in the 
center of the gallery. 

A person might not know the artist's exact story be
hind an object, but he could look at it and think of his 
own life story and how his experiences might relate to 
what he sees. 

Everything in Dennard's display looks incredibly life
like, as if it were waiting to be used. 

"The art exhibit is being very well received," said COM 
Art Gallery Director Janet Hassinger. "Bill's (Dennard) 
"'{Ork was chosen for the uniqueness of his approach to 
everyday items. One could think of parts of the show as 

being related 10 pop art, like AndyWarhol 's Soup Cans." 
Dennard gave handouts on his thougbls to those who 

• 
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viewed the exhibit, which stated: "My pieces and I share 
many common experiences. Their stories speak to me of 
growing up on the Gulf Coast in the '50s in the shadow 
of the oil industry, smoking cigarettes and more recent 
times. They probably don't read the same with others but 
as long as the tales conjure up some of the viewer's per
sonal story, it works for me." 

The art exhibit is on display until Dec. 7 in the COM 
Art Gallery. It is open Mondays and Tirursdays, noon-
7:30 p.m. and Wednesdays, noon-6 p.m. The gallery will 
be opened upon request, Mondays-Fridays, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Fo! more information call (409) 938-1211 or I (888) 
258-8859, Ext 354. 
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Faces to Know 

PTK president focuses 
on increasing diversity 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Managing Ettitor 

His face is on the cover of the College of the Main
land catalog for ihe 2000-2001 school Year and on bill
boards promoting the school. He also is seen running 
around campus, coordinating one of the many events 
sponsored by Phi Theta Kappa. This busy young man 
is Fabian Sifuentes, president of the Sigma Delta chap
ter of the Phi Theta Kappa honor society at COM. 

A 1991 graduate of Texas City High School, Sifuentes 
joined the Navy immediately after high school and 
served six years. While in the Navy, he visited ports 
worldwide, including Italy, France, Greece, Spain and 
Turkey, as well as several ports in the United States. 

Sifuentes enrolled at COM in the spring of 1998. In 
January 1999 he was elected president of the Student 
Activities Board, as well as president of PTK. He served 
as president of both clubs for one year~ then left his 
post as SAB president to focus on PTK. 

PTK is an international honor society for two year 
colleges. Since Sifuentes was elected president, COM's 
chapter has become involved in the Adopt-A-Beach, 
Habitat for Humanity and Marsh Mania programs. Cur
rently the chapter is sponsoring a Dress for Success 
drive to collect clothes for those less fortunate. 

"I want us (PTK) to become as inclusive as our by
J aws allow us to. be ," Sifuentes said. "We don't have 
enough minority membership or the age diversity to 
reflect our campus." 

in adtlition to sponsoring different drives around cam
pus, PTK members are involved with other students. 
Since a requirement for membershi~ in PTK is to have 
completed 12 colleg~ credit hours and to have a 3.6 

Fabian Sifuentes tutors COM student Hablba Salahuddln In the atrium of the Math..Sclence Building. Besides being 
PTK president and a free math tutor, Sifuentes also volunteers his ttme at the Covenant House of Houston, a 
halfway house for teen•age runaways. (Photo by Michelle Fichera) 

grade point average, members can help students with 
scheduling classes and tutoring them if they have spare 
tinie. One officer currently is developing a mentoring pro· 
gram that will pair at-risk COM students with a PTK or 
faculty volunteer. The mentor will then point out students' 
assets and work with them to develop those as well as 
helping them to improve in problem areas. 

"Fabian has been an exemplary chapter president," said 
Leslie Richard!:jon, PTK chapter adviser and math pro
fessor. "He always goes the extra mile on our projects 
and it has been delightful working with him." 

"My experience at COM has been very rewarding," 
Sifuentes said. "I've been privileged to have outstanding 
professors the entire time I've been here.. My education 
at COM and my interaction with my professors have 
helped make me the person I am today." 

Besides being president of PTK, Sifuentes also serves 
as a free math tutor in the atrium of the Math-Science 
Building, where he has set up !ables wilh information 
about scholarships. In addition, Sifuentes has served ~n 

the COM President Selection Committee and was active 
in the COM/NASA research conducted in the spring. 

In his free time Sifuentes. volunteers at the ·covenant 
House of Houston, a Catholic halfway house for teen-age 
runaways. Covenant House offers outreach programs to 
teen-a&ers who don ' t come to the house and programs for 
those who live there. To live at the house, teen-agers must 
earn t~eir GEDs and get jobs. It is a place for them to 
sleep and shower, and it prepares them for the real world. 

Having already received an associate's degree in gen· 
era! studies, Sifuentes currently is working toward a sec· 
ond degree in chemistry, which he will receive in May 
2001. Sifuentes plans to auend Boston University in fall 
2001 to major in communications with a concentration in 
public relations. He hopes to one day work as a spokes
man for a non-profit organizalion. 

" I don't care about the money," he said. "If l 'm' doing 
what I want to do that's the reward in itself. How many 
people nowadays can say they are doing what they are 
truly passionate: about?" 

SAB President Robinson ainis high for success of cl~b 
By MATIHEW JOST 
Staff Reporter 

A lot of people attend College of the Mainland, but 
with busy schedules, jobs and classes, it 's impossible to 
know everyone. There is, however, one student attend
ing COM worth knowing. Perhaps you 've met him. COM 

SAB President Jeremy Robinson posts a flier in the 
atrium of the Math-SClence Building. Robinson plans 
a career as a pilot. (Photo by April Brandon) 

Student Activities Board President Jeremy Robinson is 
definitely someone you should know about._ 

Having taken 37 hours of classes while maintaining a 
4.0 grade point average, Robinson maintains a very busy 
schedule. "I could easily overwhelm you," he says in ref
erence to his 18 hour enrollment and karate lessons. 

Having been homeschooled for 12 years Prior to col
lege, Robinson immediately pursued his goals. Laughing 
he says, "I actually started college five days after I gradu
ated." Robinson says homeschooling better prepared him 
for college than public schooling would have . 

"I could basically do everything at my own pace." The 
pace Robinson sets, however, is anything but slow. For ~ 
the past five years he's been running his own lawn busi
ness. With a smile, he says, "I've been paying income tax 
since I was 14." 

Robinson's grueling schedule has a purpose. He aspires 
lo attend the Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, 
Colo., to become commissioned as a fighter pilot. "I think 
the ideal job is one that you would actually pay someone 
to let you do. That's howl feel about flying." 

Robinson already applied once to the academy, but was 
turned down because he hadn't taken any sports due to 
being homeschooled. Not discouraged, he fully intends 
10 make another attempt. In preparation, Robinson reports 
to the Civil Air Patrol every Monday night at Ellington 
Field in southeast Houston where he is responsible for 
several hundred thousands of dollars worth of supplies. 

Also Robinson has already acquired some flying expe
rience. "I soloed in a Cessna 152 after nine hours flying 
which is actually pretty quick. I have a total qf 15 hours 
flight time, but I 11.m no lon·ger taking flight lessons at this 
current time because it's expensive, and I really don't have 
the time to devote to it right now." 

If Robinson is accepted by the Air Force Academy, the 
four year program will be like starting all over again. 

' 

• 

Optimistic, Robinson points out that with the schooling 
he's already completed he would have the advantage. 

If Robinson doesn ' t get in this time , he intends to trans
fer to Southwest Texas State University. in San Marcos 
where he will enroll in Air Force RO'I:'C, "with hopes of 
still becoming a fighter pilot." Robinson added, "Other
wise, I'll look into med school." 

Robinson's presidency of SAB is no easy task since the 
board lacks members; nevertheless he enjoys it. "As presi
dent of the Student Activities Board I run meetings. I'm 
usually the one you see with the mike in his hand; I intro
duced the president (Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes) at the 
Welcome Kickoff and am liaison to several people on cam
pus. I basically just help out and try to be supportive." 

As for regular activities within the SAB, Robinson re·. 
calls an event that occurred last year. "We made a float 
for Houston's Livestock Show and Rodeo and took it to 
the Johnson Space Center." With a laugh he adds, "There 
were only about 10 spCctators, but it was fun. We're do
ing it again this year." 

Concerning lack of student involvement in the SAB, 
Robinson says: "The Student Activities Board receives 
an annual budget of $17,000, but we heed more people to 
make i\ successful. Currently we only have about thfee or 
four active members." He also points out that "part of 
every student's registration money goes to our budget, 
and their feffl.back is needed to make it work." 

Aside from managing a busy schedule, what does 
Robinson do with his spare time? "I study with my fiancee 
on the weekends mainly. She's attending Houston Bap
tist·University, so we're happy if we can get at least one 
hour without any books -every night on the weekend." 

To release stress, Robinson has begun playing raquetball 
with his dad and nonchalantly says of his busy schedule, 
"It's either sink or swim. Deal with it or not. So far I've 
dealt .with it." 

• 
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Sparling emphasizes importance of Student Government 
By ROBIN !ARSON 
Staff Reporter 

Do you have a concern or problem regarding your ex
periences here at College of the Mainland? Do you won
der to whom you can talk about your complaints? The 
newly elected president of Student Government, Dana 
Sparling, is the one you need to address. She believes 

Student Government President Dana Sparling jots 
down ideas during a recent Student Government meet
ing. Sparling looks to motivate students to be more 
involved in Student Government. "I want the students 
to be ha~py with their experiences here at College of 
the Mainland," she said. (Photo by Michelle Fichera) 

New academic adviser 
ready to help students 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Staff Reporter 

Michelle Kettler is the newest academic adviser in the 
College of the Mainland Advisement Center. She joins 
the COM staff after teaching first grade at Our Lady of 
Fatima Catholic School in Texas City for three years. 

Working at the community college level has always been 
a career goal for Kettler and she is happy to be here. Kettler 
prefers the community college level over the university 
level because she feels that the community level is "more 
family oriented" and easier to work one on One with stu
dents and faculty. 

A native of Texas City, .Kettler graduated from Texas 
City High School in 1993. Though she earned her 
bachelor's degree in psychology from Texas A&M Uni
versity, she took classes at COM during the summers. 

In the summer session of 1994, while enrolled in a 
chemistry class taught by John Valdez at COM, Kettler 
met her husband. 

After graduating from Texas A&M, Kettler continued 
her studies at the University of Houston-Clear Lake, where 
she earned a master's degree in behavioral science. Kettler 
hopes to return to school to obtain her Licensed Profes
sional Counselor certification. 

When asked about her college experience, Kettler 
shared some encouraging thoughts and advice. "College 
is a life lesson. Students need to learn structure, how to 
meet people, social ski.Its and networking. You learn a lot 
about yourself in college." 

Kettler speaks both English and Spanish fluently, which 
has aided her in various situations throughout her life, · 
from helping a lost person at a gas station to translating 
for families while teaching at Our Lady of Fatima. Both 
of her parents are from Cuba, so she grew up spe.\king 

' 

' 

strongly in helping others and wants to emphasize how 
important Student Government is. 

Sparling graduated early from Dickinson High School 
in 1998. This is her fourth semester at COM. Not only is 
she Student Government president, but she also is a mem
ber of the Student Activities Board and serves as a pho
tographer and reporter for the lnterCOM student news· 
paper. Sparling, a business management majC!r, hopes to 
transfer in fall 2001 to either the University of Texas at 
Austin or the University of California at Berkeley. 

Sparling Wishes to motivate students to be more in
volved in Student Government because its purpose is to 
help them. "I want the students to be happy with their 
experiences here at College of the Mainland," Sparling 
said. "Students should be proud of thei.r college, not em
barrassed or ashamed of it." 

Student Government promotes student participation in 
the decision-making process of the college. Its purpose is 
to serve, protect and represent the studeqt body, to re
spond to the surrounding community, to protect the rights 
and secure all opportunities for ev!!ry student regardless 
of race, color, religion, sex, disability, age, national ori~ 
gin, veterans status, or sexual preference. 

To show the importance of Student Government and 
the officers' cOncerns for students, Dr. Homer "Butch" 
Hayes. COM president, has appointed Sparling as the 
newest member of the President's Team. 

"As a Student there are many issues that I feel need to 
be addressed and being involved in Student Government 
is the best way to resolve student concerns," Sparling said. 
Students who bring concerns to the executive board of 
Student Government now have a voice on the President's 
Tea·m as she brings those concerns to the team. 

Sparling also has served as vice president and secre
tary of Student Government in previous semesters. 

Student Government already has accrimplished many 
things this semester. More students voted in Sept. 26 Stu-

dent Government officer election than in any other elec
tion. The.officers also organized a Meet the Officers Lun
cheon, Oct. 19 in the Student Center. 

Officers have office hours for students to come and talk 
to them about questions or suggestions they might have. 
Also a student concerns box is posted outside the Student 
Government office, located on the first floor of the Stu
dent Center. The drop box allows students to leave their 
concerns when no one is in the office. Student Govern
ment recently received a computer 'and ·eventually will 
set up a Web site with the help of the Graphic Arts Club. 

Not only have the officers accomplished all this, but 
they also tackled the complaints against the cafeteria food 
by organizing a survey for the students to fill out and give 
to Student Government indicating what they would like 
to see changed. Approximately 100 students participated 
in filling out a survey that asked if the food was good, the 
prices were fair and the cafeteria hours were sufficient.. 

With the help of James Shippy, adviser, Beverly 
Mitchell, assistant adviser, and Olda Perez, alternate ad
viser to Student Government, this should be an exciting 
year for all COM students. 

"Although Mr. Shippy is not an officer of the Student 
Government, he relentlessly volunteers his time to help 
the students," said Sparling, who wants to accomplish 
many things before the end of her term. One of the offic
ers' goals is to get students to be more active and involved 
in the college. In order for Sparling to do this, she needs 
to hear from and receive the help of the student body. 

If you have a problem or suggestion about COM come 
to the Student Govem~nt meetings. The next meeting 
is Nov. 16 and every.pther Thursday after that. The meet
ings begin at 12:30 p.m. in Room" A· 148 in the Adminis
tratic;m Building. They are open to all students. Officers 
encourage students to stop by and find out what is hap
pening at COM. To talk to any of the officers by phone, 
call (409) 938-1211 or at I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 681. 

Michelle Kettler is the newest academic adviser at COM. Kettler speaks both Spanish and English, and looks 
forward to helping students with speclal·needs and disabilities. "I enjoy reaching out and helping people that 
need it," she said. (Photo byMlchelleFichera) 

both languages. Kettler already is teaching her daughter, 
14-month-old Madison Paige, songs and riddles in Span· 
ish, while Kettler's mother speaks mainly Spanish to 
Madison. 

After graduating from Texas A&M, Kettler married Ja. 
son, a transportation manager of waste management in 
l{ouston. Jason also graduated from Texas A&M. They 
have been married three years and have just the one child. 
Kettler's top priority is to spend time with her daughter. 
She also enjoys arts and crafts. 

Kettler is excited about working with students at COM. 
Having just started in June, she is learning a lot. "I enjoy 

• 

reaching out and helping people that need it. l remember 
being a college student, being confused." 

Kettler looks forward· to helping students with special 
needs and disabilities. She will be assisting students with 
choosing classes, arranging schedules and meeting trans
fer requiremepts. 

The Advisement Office in the Administration Build
ing is open for non-scheduled appointments Mondays and 
Tuesdays; 10 a.m.-noon or 3;30-6:30 p.m.; and Wednes
days-Fridays, 10 a.m.-noon or 2-4 p.m. Students also may 
call (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 470 to 
schedule an appointment. 

• 
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Faces to Know 

PTK president focuses 
on increasing diversity 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Managing Ettitor 

His face is on the cover of the College of the Main
land catalog for ihe 2000-2001 school Year and on bill
boards promoting the school. He also is seen running 
around campus, coordinating one of the many events 
sponsored by Phi Theta Kappa. This busy young man 
is Fabian Sifuentes, president of the Sigma Delta chap
ter of the Phi Theta Kappa honor society at COM. 

A 1991 graduate of Texas City High School, Sifuentes 
joined the Navy immediately after high school and 
served six years. While in the Navy, he visited ports 
worldwide, including Italy, France, Greece, Spain and 
Turkey, as well as several ports in the United States. 

Sifuentes enrolled at COM in the spring of 1998. In 
January 1999 he was elected president of the Student 
Activities Board, as well as president of PTK. He served 
as president of both clubs for one year~ then left his 
post as SAB president to focus on PTK. 

PTK is an international honor society for two year 
colleges. Since Sifuentes was elected president, COM's 
chapter has become involved in the Adopt-A-Beach, 
Habitat for Humanity and Marsh Mania programs. Cur
rently the chapter is sponsoring a Dress for Success 
drive to collect clothes for those less fortunate. 

"I want us (PTK) to become as inclusive as our by
J aws allow us to. be ," Sifuentes said. "We don't have 
enough minority membership or the age diversity to 
reflect our campus." 

in adtlition to sponsoring different drives around cam
pus, PTK members are involved with other students. 
Since a requirement for membershi~ in PTK is to have 
completed 12 colleg~ credit hours and to have a 3.6 

Fabian Sifuentes tutors COM student Hablba Salahuddln In the atrium of the Math..Sclence Building. Besides being 
PTK president and a free math tutor, Sifuentes also volunteers his ttme at the Covenant House of Houston, a 
halfway house for teen•age runaways. (Photo by Michelle Fichera) 

grade point average, members can help students with 
scheduling classes and tutoring them if they have spare 
tinie. One officer currently is developing a mentoring pro· 
gram that will pair at-risk COM students with a PTK or 
faculty volunteer. The mentor will then point out students' 
assets and work with them to develop those as well as 
helping them to improve in problem areas. 

"Fabian has been an exemplary chapter president," said 
Leslie Richard!:jon, PTK chapter adviser and math pro
fessor. "He always goes the extra mile on our projects 
and it has been delightful working with him." 

"My experience at COM has been very rewarding," 
Sifuentes said. "I've been privileged to have outstanding 
professors the entire time I've been here.. My education 
at COM and my interaction with my professors have 
helped make me the person I am today." 

Besides being president of PTK, Sifuentes also serves 
as a free math tutor in the atrium of the Math-Science 
Building, where he has set up !ables wilh information 
about scholarships. In addition, Sifuentes has served ~n 

the COM President Selection Committee and was active 
in the COM/NASA research conducted in the spring. 

In his free time Sifuentes. volunteers at the ·covenant 
House of Houston, a Catholic halfway house for teen-age 
runaways. Covenant House offers outreach programs to 
teen-a&ers who don ' t come to the house and programs for 
those who live there. To live at the house, teen-agers must 
earn t~eir GEDs and get jobs. It is a place for them to 
sleep and shower, and it prepares them for the real world. 

Having already received an associate's degree in gen· 
era! studies, Sifuentes currently is working toward a sec· 
ond degree in chemistry, which he will receive in May 
2001. Sifuentes plans to auend Boston University in fall 
2001 to major in communications with a concentration in 
public relations. He hopes to one day work as a spokes
man for a non-profit organizalion. 

" I don't care about the money," he said. "If l 'm' doing 
what I want to do that's the reward in itself. How many 
people nowadays can say they are doing what they are 
truly passionate: about?" 

SAB President Robinson ainis high for success of cl~b 
By MATIHEW JOST 
Staff Reporter 

A lot of people attend College of the Mainland, but 
with busy schedules, jobs and classes, it 's impossible to 
know everyone. There is, however, one student attend
ing COM worth knowing. Perhaps you 've met him. COM 

SAB President Jeremy Robinson posts a flier in the 
atrium of the Math-SClence Building. Robinson plans 
a career as a pilot. (Photo by April Brandon) 

Student Activities Board President Jeremy Robinson is 
definitely someone you should know about._ 

Having taken 37 hours of classes while maintaining a 
4.0 grade point average, Robinson maintains a very busy 
schedule. "I could easily overwhelm you," he says in ref
erence to his 18 hour enrollment and karate lessons. 

Having been homeschooled for 12 years Prior to col
lege, Robinson immediately pursued his goals. Laughing 
he says, "I actually started college five days after I gradu
ated." Robinson says homeschooling better prepared him 
for college than public schooling would have . 

"I could basically do everything at my own pace." The 
pace Robinson sets, however, is anything but slow. For ~ 
the past five years he's been running his own lawn busi
ness. With a smile, he says, "I've been paying income tax 
since I was 14." 

Robinson's grueling schedule has a purpose. He aspires 
lo attend the Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, 
Colo., to become commissioned as a fighter pilot. "I think 
the ideal job is one that you would actually pay someone 
to let you do. That's howl feel about flying." 

Robinson already applied once to the academy, but was 
turned down because he hadn't taken any sports due to 
being homeschooled. Not discouraged, he fully intends 
10 make another attempt. In preparation, Robinson reports 
to the Civil Air Patrol every Monday night at Ellington 
Field in southeast Houston where he is responsible for 
several hundred thousands of dollars worth of supplies. 

Also Robinson has already acquired some flying expe
rience. "I soloed in a Cessna 152 after nine hours flying 
which is actually pretty quick. I have a total qf 15 hours 
flight time, but I 11.m no lon·ger taking flight lessons at this 
current time because it's expensive, and I really don't have 
the time to devote to it right now." 

If Robinson is accepted by the Air Force Academy, the 
four year program will be like starting all over again. 

' 

• 

Optimistic, Robinson points out that with the schooling 
he's already completed he would have the advantage. 

If Robinson doesn ' t get in this time , he intends to trans
fer to Southwest Texas State University. in San Marcos 
where he will enroll in Air Force RO'I:'C, "with hopes of 
still becoming a fighter pilot." Robinson added, "Other
wise, I'll look into med school." 

Robinson's presidency of SAB is no easy task since the 
board lacks members; nevertheless he enjoys it. "As presi
dent of the Student Activities Board I run meetings. I'm 
usually the one you see with the mike in his hand; I intro
duced the president (Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes) at the 
Welcome Kickoff and am liaison to several people on cam
pus. I basically just help out and try to be supportive." 

As for regular activities within the SAB, Robinson re·. 
calls an event that occurred last year. "We made a float 
for Houston's Livestock Show and Rodeo and took it to 
the Johnson Space Center." With a laugh he adds, "There 
were only about 10 spCctators, but it was fun. We're do
ing it again this year." 

Concerning lack of student involvement in the SAB, 
Robinson says: "The Student Activities Board receives 
an annual budget of $17,000, but we heed more people to 
make i\ successful. Currently we only have about thfee or 
four active members." He also points out that "part of 
every student's registration money goes to our budget, 
and their feffl.back is needed to make it work." 

Aside from managing a busy schedule, what does 
Robinson do with his spare time? "I study with my fiancee 
on the weekends mainly. She's attending Houston Bap
tist·University, so we're happy if we can get at least one 
hour without any books -every night on the weekend." 

To release stress, Robinson has begun playing raquetball 
with his dad and nonchalantly says of his busy schedule, 
"It's either sink or swim. Deal with it or not. So far I've 
dealt .with it." 

• 
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Sparling emphasizes importance of Student Government 
By ROBIN !ARSON 
Staff Reporter 

Do you have a concern or problem regarding your ex
periences here at College of the Mainland? Do you won
der to whom you can talk about your complaints? The 
newly elected president of Student Government, Dana 
Sparling, is the one you need to address. She believes 

Student Government President Dana Sparling jots 
down ideas during a recent Student Government meet
ing. Sparling looks to motivate students to be more 
involved in Student Government. "I want the students 
to be ha~py with their experiences here at College of 
the Mainland," she said. (Photo by Michelle Fichera) 

New academic adviser 
ready to help students 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Staff Reporter 

Michelle Kettler is the newest academic adviser in the 
College of the Mainland Advisement Center. She joins 
the COM staff after teaching first grade at Our Lady of 
Fatima Catholic School in Texas City for three years. 

Working at the community college level has always been 
a career goal for Kettler and she is happy to be here. Kettler 
prefers the community college level over the university 
level because she feels that the community level is "more 
family oriented" and easier to work one on One with stu
dents and faculty. 

A native of Texas City, .Kettler graduated from Texas 
City High School in 1993. Though she earned her 
bachelor's degree in psychology from Texas A&M Uni
versity, she took classes at COM during the summers. 

In the summer session of 1994, while enrolled in a 
chemistry class taught by John Valdez at COM, Kettler 
met her husband. 

After graduating from Texas A&M, Kettler continued 
her studies at the University of Houston-Clear Lake, where 
she earned a master's degree in behavioral science. Kettler 
hopes to return to school to obtain her Licensed Profes
sional Counselor certification. 

When asked about her college experience, Kettler 
shared some encouraging thoughts and advice. "College 
is a life lesson. Students need to learn structure, how to 
meet people, social ski.Its and networking. You learn a lot 
about yourself in college." 

Kettler speaks both English and Spanish fluently, which 
has aided her in various situations throughout her life, · 
from helping a lost person at a gas station to translating 
for families while teaching at Our Lady of Fatima. Both 
of her parents are from Cuba, so she grew up spe.\king 

' 
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strongly in helping others and wants to emphasize how 
important Student Government is. 

Sparling graduated early from Dickinson High School 
in 1998. This is her fourth semester at COM. Not only is 
she Student Government president, but she also is a mem
ber of the Student Activities Board and serves as a pho
tographer and reporter for the lnterCOM student news· 
paper. Sparling, a business management majC!r, hopes to 
transfer in fall 2001 to either the University of Texas at 
Austin or the University of California at Berkeley. 

Sparling Wishes to motivate students to be more in
volved in Student Government because its purpose is to 
help them. "I want the students to be happy with their 
experiences here at College of the Mainland," Sparling 
said. "Students should be proud of thei.r college, not em
barrassed or ashamed of it." 

Student Government promotes student participation in 
the decision-making process of the college. Its purpose is 
to serve, protect and represent the studeqt body, to re
spond to the surrounding community, to protect the rights 
and secure all opportunities for ev!!ry student regardless 
of race, color, religion, sex, disability, age, national ori~ 
gin, veterans status, or sexual preference. 

To show the importance of Student Government and 
the officers' cOncerns for students, Dr. Homer "Butch" 
Hayes. COM president, has appointed Sparling as the 
newest member of the President's Team. 

"As a Student there are many issues that I feel need to 
be addressed and being involved in Student Government 
is the best way to resolve student concerns," Sparling said. 
Students who bring concerns to the executive board of 
Student Government now have a voice on the President's 
Tea·m as she brings those concerns to the team. 

Sparling also has served as vice president and secre
tary of Student Government in previous semesters. 

Student Government already has accrimplished many 
things this semester. More students voted in Sept. 26 Stu-

dent Government officer election than in any other elec
tion. The.officers also organized a Meet the Officers Lun
cheon, Oct. 19 in the Student Center. 

Officers have office hours for students to come and talk 
to them about questions or suggestions they might have. 
Also a student concerns box is posted outside the Student 
Government office, located on the first floor of the Stu
dent Center. The drop box allows students to leave their 
concerns when no one is in the office. Student Govern
ment recently received a computer 'and ·eventually will 
set up a Web site with the help of the Graphic Arts Club. 

Not only have the officers accomplished all this, but 
they also tackled the complaints against the cafeteria food 
by organizing a survey for the students to fill out and give 
to Student Government indicating what they would like 
to see changed. Approximately 100 students participated 
in filling out a survey that asked if the food was good, the 
prices were fair and the cafeteria hours were sufficient.. 

With the help of James Shippy, adviser, Beverly 
Mitchell, assistant adviser, and Olda Perez, alternate ad
viser to Student Government, this should be an exciting 
year for all COM students. 

"Although Mr. Shippy is not an officer of the Student 
Government, he relentlessly volunteers his time to help 
the students," said Sparling, who wants to accomplish 
many things before the end of her term. One of the offic
ers' goals is to get students to be more active and involved 
in the college. In order for Sparling to do this, she needs 
to hear from and receive the help of the student body. 

If you have a problem or suggestion about COM come 
to the Student Govem~nt meetings. The next meeting 
is Nov. 16 and every.pther Thursday after that. The meet
ings begin at 12:30 p.m. in Room" A· 148 in the Adminis
tratic;m Building. They are open to all students. Officers 
encourage students to stop by and find out what is hap
pening at COM. To talk to any of the officers by phone, 
call (409) 938-1211 or at I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 681. 

Michelle Kettler is the newest academic adviser at COM. Kettler speaks both Spanish and English, and looks 
forward to helping students with speclal·needs and disabilities. "I enjoy reaching out and helping people that 
need it," she said. (Photo byMlchelleFichera) 

both languages. Kettler already is teaching her daughter, 
14-month-old Madison Paige, songs and riddles in Span· 
ish, while Kettler's mother speaks mainly Spanish to 
Madison. 

After graduating from Texas A&M, Kettler married Ja. 
son, a transportation manager of waste management in 
l{ouston. Jason also graduated from Texas A&M. They 
have been married three years and have just the one child. 
Kettler's top priority is to spend time with her daughter. 
She also enjoys arts and crafts. 

Kettler is excited about working with students at COM. 
Having just started in June, she is learning a lot. "I enjoy 

• 

reaching out and helping people that need it. l remember 
being a college student, being confused." 

Kettler looks forward· to helping students with special 
needs and disabilities. She will be assisting students with 
choosing classes, arranging schedules and meeting trans
fer requiremepts. 

The Advisement Office in the Administration Build
ing is open for non-scheduled appointments Mondays and 
Tuesdays; 10 a.m.-noon or 3;30-6:30 p.m.; and Wednes
days-Fridays, 10 a.m.-noon or 2-4 p.m. Students also may 
call (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 470 to 
schedule an appointment. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

.• 

' 

·' 

·' 

. ' 

·' 

.• 

' 

1, 
.• Y' 

II! -

l 
' 1 

'I . 

•• 



• . , 

•' 

, ,, 

~ . 
• 

1 

\ -

Sports/Features 

COM co-«I volleyball players compete -Inst LH Coll- In the bl-annual GCIC Sports Day at San Jacinto 
College Central campus OCt. 26. Tho COM volleyball tum tied for third place with San Jacinto Central. With the 
stiff competition the beat flni•h from COM was ncond place In table tennl1 by Erik Stelnmentz. :rha 3-on-3 
basketball team also tied tor third wJth AMn Community Collage. (Photo by April Brandon) 

COM students participate in Sports Day 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Managing Editor 

Several College of the Mainland students participated 
in the bi-annuaJ Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference 
Sports Day Oct. 26 on the San Jacinto College Central 
campus in Pasadena. 

With the stiff competition from other schools in GCIC, 
the best finish from COM was second place by Erik 
Steinmentz in the table tennis competition. He finised 
behind a Lee College, Baytown, participant. Also play
ing table tennis for COM was Jesse Tavares. 

The COM 3-on-3 basketball team fared well, tying for 
third place with Alvin Community College. Basketbalt 
players included Sylvester Daniels, Joe Hughes and Do
minique Green. 

The COM co-ed volleyball team also finished in a tie 

for third place with San Jacinto Central. The team con
sisted o[Thyais Bogan, Amy Myers, Linda Lopez. Brian 
Alexander, Barbara Terrill, Brandon Zeitz and Chris Hoot. 

Competing for softball were students Micha.el Castilla, 
Adam Files, Cheryl Keprta, Michele Mejia, Chris 
Barkman, Naomi Grimaldo, Stacy McAteer and Mike 
Navarro. Also playing softball for the COM team was San 
Jacinto Central student Adam Matlock. Matlock joined 
the team the day of competition when COM had only eight 
players and needed nine. Ironically, San Jacinto Central 
ended up beating COM and Jini~hing in first place. 

COM 8-ball participants. were Brice Knight and Josh 
White, while Jeremy Robinson was the lone racquetball 
competitor representing the school. 

Other colleges to participa,te in Sports Day were 
Brai:osport, Kingwood, North Harris Community, San 
Jacinto North, San Jacinto South and Wharton County. 

Annual College Day 
set for Dec. 6 in Gym 
By COM Publicatioo.s & Information Office 

More 1han 24 Texas colleges and universities will have 
representatives at College of the Mainland, Dec. 6, for 
COM's annual College Day from 10 a.m.- l p.m. ·and 6-8 
p.m. in the Gym. 

College Day, which is free and open _to the public, is an 
opportunity for people who plan to transfer or begin col
lege at a four-year college or university. 

"This information-gathering opportunity is one of the 
most important experiences that our University Transfer 
Center offers students and prospective students," COM 
Counselor Leroy August said. 

"Students team about the admissions process, tuition. 
financial aid, major fields of study and other transfer in
formation," August said. 

August also noted that the COM University Transfer 
Center has resource information, computer technology and 
staff to facilitate the transition of COM students to the 
colleges and universities of their choice. 

For more information about College Day or the Uni
versity Transfer Center or a list of participating universi
ties. call (409) 938-1211 or l (888) 258-8859, Ext. 297. 

Orientation set for December 
The College of the Mainland Counseling Team 

will conduct orientation sessions fot new students 
on Thursday, Dec. 7, at 10 a.m. or 6 p.m. in the 
Student Center. The I 1/2 hour program will give 
students information to allow smooth transition 
to COM. 

The program will include an introduction of 
some college staff members, understanding the 
college catalog and an explanation of the English, 
reading, math plac~ment results and how they 
relate to ~ourse requirements. Participants also 
will learn about the campus and support services, 
including financial aid, student activities, the col
lege library, recreational facilities, the University 
Transfer Center, the Career and Job Placement 
Resource Center and others. 

For more information call COM at (409) 938-
12!1 or I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 297. 

Annual Turke. Trot Nftv.":lff/ y . . . . COM provides jobs for students 
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The Colloge of the Majiilatwl 24iii' Anmiat 
• ,. ... Turkey To,t ,., Rtiaand Walk:will lie held 

NOY. 18. Proceeds will go lo~-
The flrsl race will be a 1/4 111ik race• .8 a.a,. 

for cbildm! umh!r 10. T1ii, """8iM,e ~ i,;$9. All 
cbiklren will racelve • e11r!lilc!lle fQt p,o,tlcipol-
iag. .. " .. 

Tbffl aloa wlll t,,,.1·Qllt 

~ SIIIJl!il~ 
Tbe~lltlaa<O 

Awa«1$ 
seoondphkic -Willlll>B.,Od lit$! 
pr..,. m. ....:II • oivisioa. • . . 

All finislumi wlll n,ceive 1'...i.liis and. draw.:. . 
iffl wm be held fo< ~ turkeys io be given 
away along with 1111111}' <)lher p,bel,· 

The •igl>-up deadline is Nov. Ill Ilat,y fmmo 
cm.be miriledot ~·;o·llk!O:ilq oflllfl 

By MATTHEW JOST 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland students in need of employ
ment need go no further than lhe Student Financial Aid 
Office. 

For many years COM has provided several convenient 
programs to keep its students employed on camp'1s. These 
programs include the Federal and Texas College Work 
Study programs and the Student Assistant Program. 

Both the Federal and Texas College Work Study pro
grams allow COM students to work a maximum of 15 
hours a week on campus for $5.65 an hour. College Work 
Study students must. however, qualify for financial aid, 
be enrolled in no less than six hours of class and maintain 
satisfactory grades in order to sustain employment. 

The federal aitd Texas programs are distinguished only 
by their source of funding. The federal program is handled 
through the federal government, whereas the Texas pro
gram receives its funding from the state. 

Students who don't qualify for financial aid can still be 
employed by COM as student assistants. This. however, 
requires that the student be enrolled for a minimum of six 

' 

hours, also. They also work no more than 15 hours a week 
and are paid $5.65 an ho.ur. · 

The only difference between college work study stu
dents and student assistants is the name which, according 
to Financial Aid Specialist Lori Boyd, "is used to distin
guish the programs from one another because their fund
ing is received from different sources." 

As long as a student meets all the requirements, getting 
employed at COM is a relatively simple task as Boyd ex
plains: "To apply fol'-ajob on campus, a student needs to 
complete the student employment packet, proyide two 
forms of identification and schedule an appointment with 
Rebecca Miles ( director of Student Financial Aid) for an 
application." 

Those interested in either of these programs should con
tact Miles in the Administration Building or by phone at 
( 409) 938-1211 or I (888) 258-8859. Ext. 246. 

COM also has a co-op progam available to students, 
allowing them to work up to 20 hours a week. This is a 

· work agreement between the student and professor. Fi
nancial Aid is not involved in the hiring of co-op students 
except to .process the applications to get the student on 
the COM payroll. ' 

' 
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Students address 
concerns at· forum 
By DANA SPARLING 
.Staff Reporter 

When students have problems, they're not always sure 
whom to tell. For several years the Student Activities 
Board bas sponsored a Student Concerns Forum. On Oct. 
24, the SAB sponsored the first Student Concerns Forum 
of the semester during College Hour in the Student Cen
ter Sun Room. 

Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of College and Financial Ser
vices, and James Templer, vice president/dean of lnstruc-,._ 
tion, were there to listen to the. students' opinions about 
their experiences at College of the Mainland. 

Even though only approximately 12 students partici
pated in the forum, several questions were asked and many 
concerns were heard. 

To get things started, this reporter brought up her con
cern with th.e lack of classes between 3 and 5 p.m. Templer 
informed students that the issue has already been handled 
and students should expect to see results in the spring or 
fall schedule of 2001. 

COM student Katina Gilmore brought up the second 
concern. Gilmore wants to see the college become more 
involved with community activities such as recruiting, 
parades, etc. Jim Higgins, director of the Publications and 
Information Office, informed Gilmore that COM has had 
opportunities in the past to participate in such activities, 
but not enough students showed an interest. 

Students Robin Larson, Joyce Johnson and Gilmore 
asked why COM doesn't offer a television/radio station 
or telecommunications or medical assistant programs. 

Templer stated the reason COM doesn't have a televi~ 
sion or radio station is because there might not be a big 
enough demand for it since surrounding colleges, such as 
the University of Houston-aear Lake and Alvin Com
munity College already offer_ these classes to students. 

InterCoM; Nonmber 2000, Pge 5 

Dr. Henry D. Pope, dean of College and Flnanclal Servicu (left), and James Templer, vice president/dean of 
Instruction, listen to student concerns at the Student Concerns Forum Oct. 24 In the Student Center Sun Room. 
Approxlmatoly 12 students participated In the foruin. . (Photo by Dana Sparling) 

As for COM adopting any new program~, Templer ex
plained that there has to be a community desire for the 
programs. He suggested students should put their ideas 
in writing and bring those ideas to the attention of one of 
the vice presidents at COM. 

Students Jenny Long, Johnson, Gilmore and Fabian 
Sifuentes brought up issues concerning the parking lots: 
small parking spaces, overcrowding, potholes and light
ing. Dr. Pope informed everyone that COM is given a 
budget each year for parking lot improvements and said 
he would take the suggestions into consideration. 

Student Tim Young brought up the last issue of the fo-

rum. Young is concerned with COM's policy for students 
with disabilities, mainly with staff inembers' awareness 
of students with impei'ceptible disabilities. Young ex
pl~ioed his personal situation, which began within two to 
three weeks of the beginning of the fall semester. This in 
tum took two months before he got any ,esults. Dr. Pope · 
took note of Young's name and phone number to look 
more closely into the situation. 

Even though the number of participants was small, the 
participation was enormous. The SAB will host another 
Student Concerns Forum Nov. 28, so if you missed this 
one, you'll get another chance then. 

Ceramics exhibit captures everyday life in artwork 
By TAMMIE LETROISE 
Staff Reporter 

Bill Dennard's Short Stories ceramics exhibit opened 
Nov. l in the College of the Mainland Art Gallery.Agroup 

Artist Bill Dennal'.(I shows his use of shp caatlng in his 
demonstration Nov. 1 In the ceramics classroom. 
Dennard uHd a sllp cast mold of a paint can, carrot 
andtrff branch to create a teapot. Dennard'• ceramics 
exhibit, Shorts-.. will boon dl&play In the COM Art 
Gallery through Dec. 7. (PhotobyMlchalleFlchara) 

• 

• 

of people gathered to witness the opening ceremony for 
the ceramics display and a demonstration on slip casting. 

Slip casting is the way Dennard creates his an. In slip 
casting, Dennard takes an object and makes a cast or it, 
then pours plaster into the cast to make a mold. After he 
makes the mold, he pours the ceramic mixture into the 
mold which makes the structure, such as the teapot he 
created in his demonstration. 

The audience listened carefully as Dennard explained 
his artistic expressions and ideas of the exhibit. For in
stance. he talked about how he saw a paint can at his house 
and that gave him the idea to create the ceramic paint can · 
that is in the exhibit. 

The exhibit displays everyday items immortalized for
ever in ceramics. The principle behindJhe display is cap
turing everyday life and telling the story that goes along 
with it The crowd, predominately made up of COM.stu
den.ts, faculty and staff, seemed enthused as Dennard went 
over the process. 

Dennard 's work has classical themes that people can 
relate to. Another example of everyday items is the house 
he made from a deck of cards, which is diplayed in the 
center of the gallery. 

A person might not know the artist's exact story be
hind an object, but he could look at it and think of his 
own life story and how his experiences might relate to 
what he sees. 

Everything in Dennard's display looks incredibly life
like, as if it were waiting to be used. 

"The art exhibit is being very well received," said COM 
Art Gallery Director Janet Hassinger. "Bill's (Dennard) 
"'{Ork was chosen for the uniqueness of his approach to 
everyday items. One could think of parts of the show as 

being related 10 pop art, like AndyWarhol 's Soup Cans." 
Dennard gave handouts on his thougbls to those who 

• 

• 

viewed the exhibit, which stated: "My pieces and I share 
many common experiences. Their stories speak to me of 
growing up on the Gulf Coast in the '50s in the shadow 
of the oil industry, smoking cigarettes and more recent 
times. They probably don't read the same with others but 
as long as the tales conjure up some of the viewer's per
sonal story, it works for me." 

The art exhibit is on display until Dec. 7 in the COM 
Art Gallery. It is open Mondays and Tirursdays, noon-
7:30 p.m. and Wednesdays, noon-6 p.m. The gallery will 
be opened upon request, Mondays-Fridays, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Fo! more information call (409) 938-1211 or I (888) 
258-8859, Ext 354. 
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Student Government assistant adviser Beverly Mitchell (right) and alternate adviser Olda Peret (center) serve 
food to students during the Student Government Meet the Officers Luncheon Oct. 19 ln the Student Center Sun 
Room. The luncheon was a first tor Student Government and was aimed at motivating students to be more 
Involved with Student Government. (Photo by Dana Spa,rllng) 

Student Government hosts luncheon 
By DANA SPARLING 
Sta If Reporter 

For the first time the College of the Mainland Student 
Government hosted a unique College Hour event. The Stu
dent Government held a Meet the Officers Luncheon in 
the Student Center Sun Room Oct. 19. All who attended 
enjoyed a free lunch o(sub sandwiches, chips and soda. 

The afternoon's event was kicked off by Parliamentar
ian Mario Lozano, followed by brief introductions by all 
the officers. 

Students were encouraged to ask questions or to inform 
the officers of any problems or concerns they have about 
the campus. 

Students, teachers, advisers and several club represen
tatives participated in the luncheon. 

As always. James Shippy, the Student Government ad
viser, was there to lend a helping hand. Beverly Mitchell, 
Student Center coordinator and assistant adviser, and Olda 
Perez, volunteer co-ordinator of Retired.Senior Volunteer 
Program and alternate adviser, also attended the luncheon 
to show their support for Student Government. 

During the meal a microphone was passed around as 

Shippy and several Student Government officers made 
announcements to try to motivate students to be more in
volved with Student Government. 

Pam Davenport, vice president/dean of Student Ser
vices, also took the microphone and voiced encouraging 
words about the Student Government. Davenport said she 
had never experienced an introduction of this type at a 
college and believed it was a great way to introduce the 
organization to the students. 

Although the luncheon was not as successful in terms 
of a larg_e turnout as the Student Government officers had 
hoped, it was the first step to getting students more in
volved. Approximately 20 students attende&. but had few 
questions and concerns. 

Officers in additiQn to Lozano are Dana Sparling, presi
dent; Robin Larson, vice-president; LaToiah Williams, 
secretary; Michelle Nguyen, treasurer; Katina Gilmore, 
night school representative; and Jeff Evans, Shawn 
Hodges and Jonathan Steele, College Senate representa
tives. 

To contact the Student Government, stop by the office 
in the Student Center, Room SC-111. If no one is avail
able, call (409) 938-1211 or I (888) 258-2259, Ext. 618. 

Intel:°national students 
share heritage, culture 
By ROBIN LARSON 
Staff Reporter 

A diverse group of approximately 30 people 
gathered Oct. 17 in the College of the Main
land Student Center Sun Room for an interna
tional feast consisting of a variety of foods from 
different ethnic backgroun.ds. 

The Multicultural Lunch Fest was sponsored 
by the COM Amigos, Students for Christ, the 
Organization of African American Culture and 
the Student Activities Board. 

To be admitted to the luncheon, students had 
to bring a dish from their culture. lnternational 
students from Japan, Columbia and Mexico 
were exempt from bringing a dish. They spoke 
about why they came to COM and about their 
heritage. One reason for coming to the United 
St._1:tes was to learn English. 

The food included: Mexican tacos, queso 
(cheese), spicy chicken wings, jalapenos stuffed 
with shrimp, Mexican desserts, cookies, lasa
gna, Hamburger Helper and Jack-in-the-Box 
tacos. COM student Anthony Castelline's ex
hibit, A Day in the Life of My Mother, was dis
playCd around the food. 

SAB President Jeremy Robinson opened the 
luncheon by asking all tojntroduce themselves 
and to talk a little about their ethnic back
grounds. The first to speak was COM Presi
dent Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes. 

Dr. Hayes spoke about his German, Irish and 
Navajo heritage and experience working with 
the Peace Corps in Ethiopia. "I also_ did some 
agricultural work there," he stated. 

Next to speak was Pam Davenport, COM 
vice president/dean of Student Affairs Pam 
Davenport. "I grew up in Baltimore, so my fa
vorite food is seafood." She was'born in Biloxi, 
Miss., and her mother is from Oklahoma, "so 
fried chicken was a typical food for us." 

Maryann Urick, SAB sponsor, asked every
one if they would like to have the luncheon 
again in the spring; all raised their band in uni
son and excitement. 

Galveston Seawall provides protection against flooding 
Editors Note: This is the second part of a three-part series on 
the /9()() Storm in Galveston. Part J discussed the storm itself 

Part JI[ will focus on those affected by it. 

By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Managing Editor 

It was suggested before the 1900 hurricane which rav
aged Galveston that a seawall be built to protect the city 
from high tides and storm surges. However,-because the 
city had not been seriously damaged by hurricanes be
fore 1900, residents developed a false sense of security. 

The Great Storm reigns today as the deadliest natural 
disaster in U.S. history. While the storm was phenom
enal, so was the response of the Galveston survivors. 

"Sunday morning, the day after the disaster, began with 
the sound of bells from the ruined Ursuline Convent call
ing people t_o worship," writes historian David G. 
McComb in Galveston: A History. It was a fitting start. 

Almost immediately after the storm a committee of resi
dents was convened to plan for the future. By 10 a.m. on 
Sept. 9, Mayor Walter C. Jones had called an emergency 
City Council meeting and by the end of the day had ap
pointed a Central Relief Committee. Committee mem-

hers developed plans to clean up the debris, bury the dead 
and rebuild Galveston to become a better city. 

Galveston residents quickly decided that they would 
rebuild, and that the city would survive. When they wit
nessed the determination of the residents to rebuild, city 
leaders began deciding how to do so. 

To prevent future floods, city leaders devised a plan 
not only to build a seawall along the beach front, but also 
to raise the height of the entire city. 

Along with building the seawall, engineers Alfred 
Noble, Henry M. Roberts and H.C. Ripley recommended 
the city be raised 17 feet at the seawall and slope down• 
ward one foot for every 1,500 feet to the bay. · 

This required getting more than 16 million cubic yards 
of sand to the island. The solution was to dredge the sand 
from Galveston's ship channel and pump it.as liquid slurry 
through pipes into quarter-sq.uare•mile sections of the city 
that were walled off with dikes. Before pumping could 
begin, all structures had to be raised with jack.screws, and 
all the sewer, water and gas lines had to be raised. 

By 1911, 500 city blocks had been raised, some just a 
few inches and others as much as 11 feet. 

The seawall is the most apparent effort of the city t(? 
prevent a repeat of the 1900 devastation. The current 

• 
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length of 10.5 miles was built in six sections in a period 
of almost 60 years, County' Engineer Mike Fitzgerald told 
the Galveston County Dail_y News in a commemorative 
issue-in September. "The original seawall ran from Eighth 
Street at the Galveston Wharf front to Sixth Street and 
from Sixth to 39th Street," he said. 

Fitzgerald, whose crews are charged with inspecting 
and maintaining parts of the wall, said he was impressed 
with the engineering and construction of the wall. 

One of the most important aspects of the seawall often 
goes unnoticed. In a Category 4 (extreme damage) or Cat
egory 5 (catastrophic damage) hurricane, there will be 
some over-topping of the seawall. However, the ground 
across Sea~all Boulevard is sloped upward so it is higher 
on the inland side than at the top of the wall. This slope 
helps break the action even if the waves top the wall. 

The seawall got its first real test in August 1915 when 
a hurricane comparable to the 1900 Storm hit the island. 

While much of the city flooded and most of the struc
tures outside the protection of the origin-al wall were de
stroyed, those behind it fared well. 

The city did. indeed survive, and has withstood many 
hurricanes since that night. However, no storm has since 
compared to the intensity of the t gpo Storm. 

' 
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PTK Inductees hold their candles during the induction ceremony Nov. 5 In the Learning Reaources Auditorium, 
L·131. The candles were und to symbollza the light of knowledge. Inductees passed the light from candle to 
candle. A reception followed In the atrium of the Math-Science Building. (Photo by April Brandon) 

Honor society inducts 47 new members 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Staff Reporter 

The Sigma Delta chapter of the Phi Theta Kappa honor 
society at College of the Mainland inducted 47 new mem
bers Nov. 5. 

At the induction students were recognized for meeting 
the membership requirements set by the international so
ciety. Membership requirements to join PTK are having a 
3.6 grade point average, having completed 12 college • 
hours at COM and currently being enrolled in a college 
level class at COM. 

Chapter President Fabian Sifuentes opened the cer
emony by welcoming COM administration, faculty and 
the Galveston College PTK chapter. Simone Rieck, chap
ter vice president, then introduced Dr. Renate True, COM 
anatomy and physiology professor. Slie spoke to the aU
dience abotlt hei experience as one of the first five women 
aquanauts in 1970. She was asked to speak at the induc-

tion because the PTK international study topiCWas water. 
This year's induction was different from previous in

ductions in style. COM chapter officers throughout the 
year attended various inductions from other chapters. The 
ideas gathered were combined to make this fall's induc
tion more formal than in previous years. A candle-was 
used in the ceremony to symbolize the light of knowl
edge. Instead of individuals lighting their candles from a 
maUI. candle, inductee_§ passed the light from candle to 
candle. 

A reception to honor the new inductees was held in the 
atrium of the Math-Science Building after the ceremony. 
Refreshments and puncji were served while members were 
given the opportunity to meet one another. 

The next induction will be held in the spring. 
For more information on becoming a PTK member, call 

(409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8858 for adviser Leslie 
Richardson at Ext. 329 or adviser Cindy Lucas at Ext. 
326. 

Captivating comedy charms COM critic 
By MATIHEW JOST 
Staff Reeorter 

Other People's Money, the College of the Mainland 
Arena Theatre's newest production which opened Oct. 26, 
will ~e playing through Nov. 19 Thursdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. 

Full of humor and clever dialogue, it was written by 
award-winning playwright Jerry Sterner. Jack Westin di
rects actors Jacki Bynum (Kate), Danny Sorge (Garfinkle), 
Rick Watson (Coles), Phyllis Dorflinger (Bea) and V.W. 
Uher(Jorgenson). The actors pu_t on a powerful and amus
ing performance. 

Watson, Dorflinger and Uber portray the members of a 

• 

Rhode Island wire and cable company whose foundation 
is based on good morals and tradition. They struggle 
against a self-indulgent stock market player (Sorge), who 
is attempting to buy out the company. Bynum, portraying 
a lawyer and Dorflinger's daughter, serves as a io be
tween and becomes part of a suprise ending. 

The actors' dramatic performance of this enthralling 
story keeps the audience captivated as character interac
tions take numerous, unexpected and often funny turns. 

Noticible effort was put into the set. It is arranged as a 
menagerie of filing cabinets, shelves, desks and various 
other objects to render a cluttered feel. The music reflects 
the same image set by the stage, with an edge of humor. 
In unison with the well-placed lightirig, the observer has 
no difficulty in becoming absorbed by the aJl!biance of 
this enjoyable story. 

An audience need not even be fond of plays to be able 
to enjoy a few good laughs and appreciate the talent pro
jected by the performers in this play. At the risk of spoil
ing the act, one final thing can only be said: have a good 
time and see it yourself. 

For tickets, call the Arena Theatre Box Office between 
Tuesdays and Fridays at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 345: Tickets range from $8 to $18 ba~ed on 
seating. Discounts are available for students and senior 
citizens. Children under 4 are not permitted. VISA, Dis
covery, and Mastercards are accepted. 

• 
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New pop stars lack 
talent, personality 

Tammie 
Letroise . 

OK, I'll admit I listen to Britney Spears and 
N'SYNC, and who wouldn't? It's really happy, 
warm and breezy music, that for right now at 
least, is really hot. 

But let's face it, when Britney is 30 years old, 
no one is going to want to hear her sing".:. 
Baby One More Time." The fact of the matter 

.is, in today's overcrowded pop.music market, 
there is too much fluff and not enough heartfelt 
music. Everything is about good times and true 
love, but not the kind of music adults can relate 
to. All the music is generated toward the 
Pokemon generation and like'"PokCmon it will 
not stand the test of time. 

When my mom was growing up there were 
the Temptations and the Supremes, and even 
though my mother and I have a 26-yeu age 
difference, we both can enjoy this music. 

I work in a music store and I see the look of 
horror on parents' faces when they are forced to 
buy these bubble-gum groups, and I honestly 
don't think they will want to enjoy it With their 
children. 

There are just no original acts anymore. I 
mean how many cute boy bands are out there? 

. Can you even count them all? Oh, and let's not 
even bring up all the blonde teen-age girls 
parading across our television screens, con
stantly flashing us with their overabundance of 
cleavage. 

Now I know people say Madonna started out 
the same way as Britney Spears and look at her. 
Well, Madonna has changed as the music 
market has changed. If she still used the same 
formula she used when she first appeared on 
the scene, who would want to listen to her 
music? 

Music is aU about being passionate about 
what you play and believing in the words you 
sing. It's about being inventive enough to stay 
popular and passionate enough to say what's on 
your mind. Everyone today is worried about 
offending people so much that they're scared to 
make music that might go against the grain. I 
personally don't know how long this group of 
pop artists will stick around, but if their 15 

- minutes continues into the future, I hope they 
get enough courage to speak their own minds, 
and enough talent to write and produce their 
own music. 

Editor '.i note: Tammie f,,etrois.e's name was 

inadverta.ntly left off the staff picture caption in the 

October issue of lnterCOM on Page 7 .. 

-TNSA sponsors two events 
The Texas Nurses Student Association at College of the 

Mainlllnd will sponsor two e~ents this November. • 
On Nov. 16 from 3:30-5:30 p.m. the association will 

sponsor a Lice Awareness Screening Project for the com
munity in the parking lot of Kmart in Texas City. 

On Nov. 20 the association will have a Thanksgiving 
Food Drive in the nursing department office of the Tech
nical/Vocational Building. Donations of canned goods 
and/or $2 will be appreciated. 
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Ramona Benton, director of Consumer and Family Education for the Gulf Coast Center, discusses some of the 
symptoms of depression, warning signs of suicide, sugg,atlons of Intervention and statistics of completed and 
attempted suicides at the seminar Oct. 26 In the LAC Auditorium L~ 131. (Photo by Sharon Kershaw Soult) 

Depression, suicide focus of seminar 
By SHARON KERSHAW BOULT 
Stair Reporter 

What would you do if a friend or family member told 
you he was thinking about killing himself! How can you 
recognize\.the legitimate signs of a person in a state of 
depression or on the verge of suicide? 

Ramona Benton, director of Consumer and Family 
Education for the Gulf Coast Center, answered these 
questions in her seminar. Depression & Suicide: How to 
Cope & How to Help Others, at 12:30 p.m. in the Col
lege of the Mainland Leaming Resources Center Audi
torium Oct. 26. 

Benton, who has a master of science degree in guid
ance and counseling, addressed symptoms of depression, 
warning signs of suicide, suggestions of intervention and 
facts and statistics of completed and attempted suicides. 
She stated the highest rates Qf suicide in the United States 
are for while meri over the age of 50. 

She also gave information concerning suk;ide among 
youths within special populations-Hispanic, African 
American and caucasions-to educate the audience of 
the increase in suicide within these groups. For people 
15-24 years old; suicide is the third leading cause of 
death, behind unintentional injury and homicide .. From 
1952-1996. the suicide rate among young adults nearly 

··tripled. 
Benton explained the risk for suicide among young 

people is greatest among young white males; however, 
from 1980-1996, suicide rates increased most rapidly 
among young black males. The strongest risk factors for 
attempted suicide in youths are depression. alcohol or 
other drug use, and aggressive or disruptive behaviors.-

According to material handed out by Benton, gay and 
lesbian youths are two to three times more likely to com
mit suicide than other youths, and 30 percent of all at· 
tempted or completed youth suicides are related lo issues 
of sexual identity. More research still needs to be done in 
this area of association between suicide risk and bisexu
ality or homosexuality for youths, particularly males. 

Some symptoms of depression include sadness, hope
lessness, discouragement, "down in the dumps," and/or a 
depressed mood or loss of interest or pleasure in all or 
almost all activities; significant weight loss or weight gain 
insomnia or hypersomnia (too much sleep), f:,.tigue or loss 
of energy; feelings of worthlessness or excessive or inap
propriate guilt; diminished ability to think or concentrate 
or indecisiveness; and recurrent thoughts of death, recur
rent suicidal thoughts without a specific plan, or a suicide 
attempt or a specific plan for committing suicide. 

Benton also discussed the process of grieving within a _ 
family that has lost a loved one to suicide. She empha
sized grieving is an individual experience and the time 
frame is different for each person. Talking about the cir
cumstances and feelings associated with grieving is an 
important step to work through ill the grief process. is
sues of grief can come back on holidays or anniversaries, 
so.special c~re should be taken.to connect with support
ive and caring people. 

Anyone wanting general non-emergency information 
or assistance concerning depression or suicide, may call 
the Gulf Coast Center at 1 (800) 304-4868. A special cri
sis intervention emergency telephone line (open 24 hours 
a day) is available at 1 (800) 643-0967 to provide assis
tance through the Gulf Coast Center if a person is con
templating suicide and needs immediate attention. 

Police Team considers RAD classes 
Continued from Page 1 

This is the second incident reported to COM police; 
the first incident occurred in September and was reported 
in the lnterCOM October issue, Page 1. Al that time, Carr 
emphasized the importance of reporting anything strange 

· or out of place immediately to police. He added the po· 
lice can't help if they aren't made aware of problems. 

More than a year ago Rape Agg~ssion Defense classes 

were given through the COM physical education depart
ment by former COM Police Officer Jeanette Slaughter. 
She now works the front desk of the Gym, so these classes 
are no longer available. 

When asked if he had considered reinstating the classes 
at COM, ·Can said, "If we have enough response from 
students and faculty, we'd be glad to hold as many classes 
as it takes· to get everyone safe.". 

• 

• 

Community members 
honored at banquet 
Continued from Page 1 

When inte~iewed later about being the Estrella Award 
recipient, Jimenez said, "I feel very humbled and hon
ored. I'm just a server." 

The award was presented by Roy Davila, a COM Board 
of Trustees member and 1999 Estrella Award recipient. 

Jimenez, principal of the Alternative Leaming Center 
for the Texas City Independent School District, earned a 
bachelor's degree at Sam Houston State University in 
Huntsville. Then after serving in the l_J.S. Anny, he earned 
a master's degree at the University of Houston. 

Zaragoza, who has been the DARE coordinator for the 
Texas City Police Department since 1996, earned a 
bachelor's degree in criminal justice and will soon have 
a master's degree in sociology. 

Hernandez, who grew up in the barrios of Houston dur
ing the '50s and '60s, has an associate's degree from COM 
and a bach~lor's degree from the University of Houston. 

Salazar, a U.S. Marine Corps veteran, advanced his third 
grade e"ducation to three years of college and rose from 
private to captain during his 22 years of service. After 
retirfog, he completed his bachelor's degree. 

Texas City Mayor Carlos Garza was a special guest 
and keynote speaker at the dinner. HOLA presented him 
with a ceramic platter, handmade by Michael Anthony 
Garza, a COM art department alumnus. 

HOLA member and COM employee Elizabeth Hasserd 
addressed the audience and gave "speciai thanks to (COM 
president) Dr. Hayes who has made a special commit· 
ment for diversity al COM." Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes 
provided the funding for the dinner. 

·on Oct.12, Dr. Hinojosa gave an historical perspective 
of the struggles for assimilation by Hispanics in the United 
States. He presented his Jech.Ire on Cultural Identity and 
Assimilation at 9:30 a.m, at COM and at 7 p.m. at the 
Chuck Doyle Convention Center in Texas City. Mayor 
Garza. donated the use of the convention center. 

Dr. Hinojosa spoke about the socio-economic and cul
tural dynamics which contributed to greater integration 

See Lecture Paga 11 

Tim Zaraoza (right) accepts the Estrella Award on 
behalf of his uncle, Jaime Jlmllnez, at the HOLA dinner 
Oct. 1 s from Roy Davila, the 1999 E1trell1 Award 
winner. The award honors community member• who 
work together. wtth COM for th• educational edvenc• 
ment of Hl1panlc1. (Photo by Sharon Kershaw Bault) 

• 

., 

• 

Twelve-year-old Marisa Voight hurdles a Halloween yard decoration at the ~TK Ducktober Fest, Oct. 28. People 
of all ages attended the celebration which included free canoeing, bobbing for apples, fishing, face painting as 
well as costume contests every hour. (Photo by April Brandon) 

PTK Ducktober Fest makes a big splash 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Staff Reporter 

Ducktober Fest, sponsored by Phi Theta Kappa Oct. 
28, turned out to be a day of fun and excitement at the 
College of the Mainland duck pond, Lake Eckert. 

PTK decided on the name Ducktober Fest based on the 
traditional October Fest arid COM's unofficial mascot, 
the duck. 

Activities, which revolved around the honor socit:;ty's 
international study topic---water-included canoeing cour
tesy of CO M's Outdoor Club, bobbing for apples, fishing 
and face painting. 

Costume contests were held every hour as well as wa
ter experiments for the children, conducted by PTK his• 
torian Gina Butler. 

The object of the water experiments was to show chil· 
dren which objects would sink and which would float. 

An eraser, paper clip and nickel all sank, while an apple, 
wood block and plastic toy train floated. The children 
were told the more dense an object, the more likely it 
would sink and the less dense, the object would float. 

One of the reasons PTK held the fest was to raise money 
to pay for the activities .PTK sponsors around campus. 
The funds also will help pay for all PTK mailouts. 

Fabian Sifuentes, PTK president, said that this year the 
organization has sent more mailouts than any previous 
year due' to low membership. The mailouts are sent to 
encourage students who qualify for PTK to apply. Mem
bership requirements are a 3.6 grade point average at 
COM, completion-of 12 college hours-remedial courses 
do not count-and being currently enrolled at COM. 

PTK offers two scholarships, one for $100 to high 
school National Honor .-Society students in COM's dis
trict and the other for $100 to COM in-district students 
who participate in community service projects. 
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Registration begins Nov. 27 
By DANA SPARLING 
Starr Reporter 

Every student know:ii how difficult it is to organize a 
class schedule. Nothing is more aggravating than, while 
registering, finding that one of your desired classes is full. 
Then you must compose a different schedule or take an· 
other class in place of the class you really wanted. To en· 
sure you get the classes you want or need, register early. 

You can conveniently register at College of the Main· 
land over the phone at (409) 935-8900 from Nov. 27 
through Jan. 17. The process requires your personal iden
tification number (PIN), which is. the month and year of 
your birthdate. Example: (July 5, 1961: 0461) For further 
information call the Admissions Office ;t (409) 938-1211 
or I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 264. 

Continuous registration at COM runs from Nov. 27•Dec. 
15 and Jan. 2-Jan. 17. There will be no on-campus regis. 
tration during the winter holidays. 

Admission Office hours for continuous registration dur· 
ing Jan. 2-5 and Jan. 8· 12 are as follows: Monday and 
Tuesday, 8 a.m.·7 p.m;; and Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Clear Creek registration is Jan. 3 from 5-7 p.m. 
One-stop registration will be in the Gym, Jan. 9-10 from 

8 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Also, registration will be available Saturday, Jan. 13, 

from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. in the Administration Building lobby. 
Late-registration is scheduled for Jan. 16· 17 in the Ad· 

ministration Buildi'ng lobby. 
Spring semester classes begin Jall. 1-'f\, 
"If you are decided on a major, it is critical for you to 

meet with a faculty member in yotlr program te be ad
vised before registering," said Vice Preside11t/Dean of Stu
dent Services Pam Davenport. "Contact the Program As· 
sistant in your academic area for art appointment." 

Students. who are undecided about a major can be ad
vised and work out a schedule: with either an adviser or 
counselor in the Advisement Center in the Administra· 
tion Building or Counseling in the. Student Center. 

COM students help make blood drive a success 
By SHARON KERSHAW BOULT 
Staff Reporter 

The bi-annual blood drive was held in the College of 
the Mainland Student Center from 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m., Oct. 
3 and 4. · 

"The COM Student Activities Board initiated the blood 
drive and was assisted by the (COM) Amigos club," said 
Maryann Urick, coordinator of Recreational Programs 
and Student Activities. Free T-shirts were given to all 
donors. 

The Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center, the regional 
supplier for several hospitals in the Galveston County 
area, administered the drive. · 

Christy Hopkins, group program consultant for the 
Galveston County area, gave the results of the blood drive 
as follows: 

On Oct. 3, 38 whole blood units were drawn, six double 
~ red cell donors from whom 12 double red cell units were 

drawn, and 10 would-be donors who were deferred tie. 
cause they failed to meet donor qualifications. 

On Oct. 4, 34 whole blood units were drawn, four 
double red cell donors from whom eight double red cell 
units were drawn, and seven deferrals. A total of 92 units 
of blood was collected. · 

Double red cell donors have to meet separate criteria 
from whole blood donors. These donors must meet a spe
cific height and weight range and have type "O" blood, 
negative or positive. 

Blood is extracted from the doube red cell donor and 
then is run through a machine which separates the red 
cells from the blood. Once the red cells have been re
moved, the blood is sent back into the donor's body. 'Iwo 
units of double red cells are taken from each double red 

' 

cell donor. 
Some requirements to give whole blood include being 

18 through 70 years old, weighing a minimum of 110 

· pounds, not-being on cenain medications for48 hours and 
not having given blood during the prior eight weeks. 

The next COM blood drive is scheduled for Feb. 6-7. 

COM lludent Jackie Martinez (left) undergoea the ecrHnlng procen before being allowed to give blood In the 
bl.annual blood drive Oct. 4 In the Student Center. Reahad Hudson of the UTMB Blood Center meaaurea her 
blood preuure. Nlnety•two units of blQod were .collected at the drtve. (Photo by Sharon Kerehaw Boutt) 
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Voters should take rights more seriously 

Appro,cimately 26.5 million 18- to 24-year-0ld young 
Americans reside in the United States. Half of that 
number probably did not make it to the polls this 
election. Our generation holds the worst record for 
voting among all age groups. 

Is it because we don't like the options, or do we just 
not care? Well, I'm sure it's more complicated than that, 
but whatever the reason we need to take action now. 

~Inter COM 
Managing Editor 
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The government controls many aspects of our lives; 
that is why we have been given the right to vote. By 
voting, we make the choices for the goVemment. Our 
elected representatives dedicate their terms to accom
plishing certain goals. These l;oals are crucial to the 
public because they reflect how the representatives will 
utilize ~heir J!OWer in office. 

Everyone bas concerns, problems or suggestions about 
the world today. The best way to ensure change in the 
United States, is to get out and vote. Though it takes 
more than a strong leader to get results, it takes strong 
supporters to elect that leader to office. 

Voting is a right, not. an obligation. If }'ou·give up your 
right to vote, then you give up the right to be heard. 

In 1996 only 28 percent of young voters voted in the 
presidential election. Ouch! Well. at least you can't 
blame us for Bill Clinton. 

Our participation in the election this year was crucial. 
_This was the closest election in 40 years. In 1960 John F. 
Kennedy was elected by less than one vote per precinct. 
That means only one person in each precinct, in each 
state, made the difference. You could have been that 
person who made the difference in this election. 

Even though the presidential election is coming to a 
close, there are many more issues to vote on in the 
future. 

Every two years our House representatives come up 
for elections. Every four years a new governor is 
elected, and every six years Senate members are either 
reelected or newly elected.' 

But you don't have to wait that long to vote. There is 
always something on the ballot, for example, school 
board elections, road bonds and city council elections. 

Many students feel that there are no issues directed at 
them; therefore, they don't vote. Issues are relevant to 
everyone; it's just hard at times to see how. Students 
want to hear about issues that are important to them. 
Well, here you go: The city council makes decisions for 
affordable housing, the state House and Senate control 
financial aid and the local tax assessor leads the central 
appraisal district to either increasing or decreasing 
spending Qf your tax dollars. 

The United States is home to one president, 100 
senators, 435 representatives.and 7,424 state legislators. 
Sounds like a lot? Not considering the fact that there are 
26,110,000 voters between the ages of 18 and 25. We do 
have the power to change things. 

Your vote is your voice and every voice counts, so 
make your vote count in the many years to come. 

Letter to the Editor 
Student agrees with Dr. Laura 
To whom it may concern: 

The October issue of lnterCOM had an article that was 
written by Jennifer WesW:itled, "Dr. Laura's views jaded, 
chauvinistic." I agreed with the points about women's 
rights, but I was offended when West referred to stay-at
home moms as "Susie homemaker(s)." 

My mother devoted her life to raising five chil.dl'Cn. 
Being called a "Susie homemaker" wouldn't do her any 
justice. If you want to issue titles, try "Super Moms." 
These women should be respected. It was never said 
that motherhood is easy. It is the hardest job I've ever 
seen. It is not a 9 a.m.-5 p.m. job. It requires sacrifice 
and devotion. I see women having children to fill a void 
in their lives. Once they realize the fantasy of mother
hood is more demanding than a swollen belly and 
beautiful nursery to decorate, they shuttle their kids off 
to day care centers to be raised by strangers. 

West commented on how people don't want to 
economize. She mentioned that "this is America." Is 
this what our country has become? One that cares about 
material things, rather than family values? I never went 
overseas and was driven around in a modest station 
wagon. I don't regret going through thai. Children don't 
value luxury; they value love and attention. My mother 
met me when I got off the bus. cleaned my scrapes, sat 
with me every night while I did homework and went to 
all my school functions. I never heard, "I'm sorry, 
honey, Mom has to work." I depended on her-she was 
my hero and still is. 

If given the chance to enjoy exotic vacations or 
luxurious cars meant giving up a lifetime of memories 
and quality time with my mother, I say, bring on the 
station wagon and the coupons! Budgeting is no 
sacrifice. We clipped coupons. lbrougb that I learned a 
lesson in budgeting, I learned the importantance of 
sharing and what it meant to earn something you 
wanted. 

My parents were ,a team. My father agreed to work, 
while my-mother stayed home. Together they handled 
our family's finances. They saw to it that we were well 
taken care of. The budget analyst who offended West 
was not out of line. How could a person who teaches 
ways to make life easier for those who spend their days 
sacrificing for the good of the household be offensive? 
We need more people like her. She enables those who 
are.struggling to see "light at the end of the tunnel." 

I never suffered from social deprivation. My mother 
saw that we n::mained active with the neighborhood 
children, our siblings and our classmates. 

I am a realist and know it is difficult to live on one 
income. Eventually, my mother went to work as an 
educator and currently attend~ colJege classes. At that 
time all the children were old enough !O depend on one 
another. We pulled together and made it possible to 
function nonnaUy. 

Now I am a college student preparing for a career. [ 
know a day may come when I'll have to work and 
maintain structure in my household, but if possible I am 
going to value what the budget analysts say and stay at 
home. l have taken into consideration that there are 
circumstances that demand a supplementary income. I 
suggest children be in the care of a family member so 
they will have the comfort of a home and the attention 
needed at impressionable ages. If more parents took 
time to "pencil their children in," the youth of America 
would be 11:tter off. 

I can't imagine a career being more important than 
witnessing your child's first steps or first words. I 
commend Dr. Laura for focusing on family. God bless 
all mother,, they are the foundation of every household. 

Thank you, 
Cristy Ayala 

Graphic Arts student 

Editor S NQle: JnterCOM welcomes all letters to the editor. 
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The childcare students held Halloween parties Oct. 31 In the childcare lab. Pictured in the yellow room are (from 
left) RIiey Hanson, 3; Candace Hanson, lab atudent and parent; Uam Donovan, 3; Christina Sellnldla, lab student; 
and Brandon Stark, 3. (Photo by Michelle Fichera) 

Teacher proud to be among those honored 
continued from Page 1 
against them." 

Planning to teach high school English and social stud
ies, Dr. Stephenson attended the University of Texas at 
Austin where she received a bachelor's degree in English 
and social studies, with a secondary teaching certificate. 
After being chosen to teach reading-as a student1eacher, 
she attended Southern Methodist University in Dallas and 
received a master's degree in reading and educational re
search. She then turned down a graduate fellowship from 
the University of Georgia to come to COM. 

While working at COM, she also attended classes at 
the University of Houston central campus and received a 

doctorate in curriculum and instruction with an emphasis 
in reading and public school administration in 1978. 

"I was deeply honored to receive the award," she said. 
"Some really outstanding educators have won this in the 
past, and I'm excited to be a part of them." 

Dr. Stephenson has been at COM 31 years and has 
served on numerous committees. She was-active in sev
eral retention and curriculum committees, as well as work
ing with the nursing faculty. Dr. Stephenson has received 
other awards for her accomplishments, including the In
ternational Reading Association Literacy Award in 1985. 
She also has been selected ro Outstanding Young Women 
of America twice. • 

Lecture, art celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month 
Continued from Page 11 

of Hispanics into mainstream America. 
"During World War II, Hispanics proportionally earned 

the greatest number of medals," he said. "The veterans 
began using the GI Bill and other benefits. This gave them 
an opportunity for a piece of the American Dream." 

Dr. Hfuojosa's lecture was made possible by COM Art 
Gallery Director Janet Hassinger, who prepared and re
ceived a grant for the lecture. She opened both lectures 
with a slide show about From Root to Flower, a COM 
gallery exhibit by Hispanic artists, Sept. 14-0ct. 19. 

The exhibit by Elena Lopez-Poirot, Kathy Vargas, 
Rolando Briseno, Angel Rodriguez-Diaz and Luis Jimenez 
depict~d Hispanic culture with a kaleidoscope of photo
_graphs, paintings and sculptures, featuring artistic values 
in ethnic roots, family memories, language and the ori
gins of typical Mexican cuisine. 

Lopez-Poirot recycles objects from her past to create 
three-dimensional expressions of memories. Her s~ulp
ture "Temporal Beauty," two hands (molded from her 
hands) knitting a tunic of rose petals, is a reminder of Juan 
Diego, the Mexican Indian who in the 17th century saw 
an apparition of the Virgin Mary, who made roses appear 
as proof of her visitation. Diego picked the roses into his 
tunic, and when he showed them to the bishop, the image 
of the Virgin appeared on his tunic. 

Vargas creates a hand-colored photographic mantle of 
seasons and family with careful use of light evoking loss 
and regrowth. "Vargas' work mourns the passing of her 
parents and celebrates the absolutes of family with their 
intimate relationships," Hassinger writes in a brochure· 

• 

• 

about the artists ' works. This concept is evident in Vargas' 
"Cuerpo de Luto" (Body of Mourning) photograph. 

Brisefio 's works seem to radiate from his "Moctezuma's 
Table," a circular acrylic painting with colorful images 
of "dishes that speak to you," Briseno said. "I paint about 
anything that has to do with mythology and tradition." 
The work, a concentration of culinary culture with its vast 
array of indigenous foods such as cactus, is painted on a 
tablecloth to show the permeation of Mexican culture. 

Rodriguez-Diaz illustrates with acrylic oils on canvas 
his themes of anthropomorphisms in self-portraits. He 
uses rich colors-yellows, greens and reds-in his J)Or
traits and combines the butterfly and the jaguar with hu
man forms to produce his themes. "It is intriguing to cap
ture through the face who the person is about," Rodriguez. 
Diaz said of his "Self-Portrait in Green." 

Jimenez's blue fiberglass sculpture "Mustang".and his 
painting "Fiesta Dancers" were on display court,esy of 
the Moody Gallery in Galveston. According to the bro
chure, Jimenez "creates 3 monumental affinnation of life" 
in his sculpture and painting. 

On Sept. 26 at COM, Dr. Carmen Tafolla, in her one
woman show, With our Own Names, offered a glimpse of 
the plight Hispanics suffered being assimilated into 
Amerii;an culture, specifically the schools, where at one 
time they were not allowed to speak Spanish. See related 
Page 1 story "Chicana storyteller visits COM, personi
fies poe"try," in the October lnterCOM. 

The Student Activities Board Welcome Kickoff was 
launched Sept. 12 \\_'ith a Hispanic themC highlighted by 
Mexican food sponsored by the COM Amigos. 
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60 new voters signed up 
by OAAC voters drive 
By SHARON KERSHAW BOULT 
Staff Reporter 

The Organization of African American Culture spon
sored a voter registration drive beginning Sept. 28. The 
OAAC members set up a table in the College of the Main
land Student Center every Thursday from 12:30-1:30 p.m. 
to register voters. 

Voter registration cards were collected in mail bins. The 
last day of the drive was held in the Student Center from 
12:30-1 p.m. Oct. 10, the cutoff date for new registra
tions and address changes. 

OAAC ai;lv~er Jeanette Slaughter explained, "The pur
pose of the drive is to get as many people to register to
vote regardless of race, religion or pany affiliation ... 

The on-campus drive resulted in 60 registered voters 
for the Nov. 7 election. 

Marco Rodriguez, father of a COM studen~, had come 
to the Student Center to pick up his daughter. He had not 
yet registered to vote and was glad to have an opponu
nity to do so through OAAC. 

A drawing was held at 1 p.m. Oct. IO from the tickets 
for registered voters for an Aiwa digital audio sound sys
tem. The winne_r of the drawing was Donna M. Allen, a 
COM employee in computer services. 

For reference in future elections, if a pen.on has previ
ously registered to vote and does not have a voter regis
tration certificate at the time of the election, he or she can 
bring a valid driver's license or valid ID to vote. 

To replace a Jost voter registration certificate call Vickie ' 
Socias, supervisor of the Voter Registration DeparttJJent 
for the Galveston County Courthouse at ( 409) 766-2280. 

SAB to sponsor AIDS seminar 
The Student Activities Board will sponsor the AIDS 

presentation, For Those Who Think II Would Not Hap
pen To Them, Nov. 16 at 12:30 p.m. in the Leaming Re
sources Center Auditorium, L-131. 

Andrew McPhaul, executive director of the AIDS Coa
lition of Coastal Texas and people Living with AIDS will 
be the guest speaker. 

COM lltudont Michelle Glenn(rlght) and Nancy 
Powell, eecretary at St. Mary'• Church hold 
board gamff that Studenla for Chrtat collected 
In a toy drive. The Items were donated to the 
St. Vincent SOclety. 
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What's Happening 

Karaoke highlight of COM Halloween party 
' . 

COM student Jenna Contenta wins the first place 
award of $10 singing "Bring It All To Me" at the 
Hallo.ween Karaoke Fest Oct. 31. Other actMtlas 
included a guess the amount of Tootsie Rolls and 
a pie-eating contest. (Photo by Dana Sparling) 

By TAMMIE LETROISE 
Staff Reporter 

Halloween .festivities at College of the Mainland 
were once again celebrated with the annual Karaoke 
Fest sponsored by the Student Activities Board. Stu
dents gathered in front of the Leaming Resources 
Center, where they were treated to free pizza, . free 
sodas and the musical stylings of their fellow COM 
students. 

A contest for the best karaoke crooner as well as a 
pumpkin pie eating contest were just some of the fea
tured attractions. First place winner in the karaoke 
contest was Jenna Contenta, second place, Zack Winn 
and third place, lnterCOM staff reporter Sharon 
Kershaw Boult. Contenta won· $10 and Winn and 
Boult each won $5. · 

The winners of the pumpkin pie eating contest were 
Emily Hawkins and Jesse Nobles. It was a team com
petition with Hawkins feeding Nobles; they split $10. 

A party-style contest was held to guess how many 
Tootsie Rolls were in ajar. The prize for closest guess 
was a $25 gift certificate to Wal-Mart, which was won 
by student Kathy Pollard. The jar contained 613 
Tootsie Rolls. Pollard guessed 625. 

Though only a few students were costumed, the 
Halloween spirit was alive and well on some of the 
faces of students who participated in the face paint
ing. However, all students seemed to be enjoying 
themselves. 

"This is a lot of fun and the pizza is awesome," 
saici'student Christina McGaffey. "I love Halloween 
at COM." 

The karaoke party will most likely be a part of next 
year's Halloween celebration at CO_~. 

Students for Christ, OAAC sponsor food drive 
Once again Students for Christ and the Organization of 

African American Culture are sponsoring an annual food 
drive at College of the Mainland. 

Beginning Oct. 17 and ending Nov. 17, bins have been 
set up around campus to collect donat\ons of canned goods 
and non-perishable items. Bins are located ig the Gym 
lobby, the Technical/Vocational Building, the Library 
lobby, the Student Center, the top floor of the Learning 
R·esources Center, the Administration Building and in the 
atrium of the Math-Science Building. 

Previous food drives sf)Onsored by the OAAC and Stu
dents for Christ have been very successful. Jeanette 
Slaughter, OAAC ,;adviser, believes there is no specific 
purpose for the food drive except "the spirit of giving." 
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The donated food will be given to shelters or needy 
faOlilies. 

The organizations are still discussing who will receive 
the food, so if you know of a family in need or have ques
tions. call Slaughter at (409) 938-1211 or I (888) 258-
8859, Ex:t. 422, or see her in the Gym lobby. 
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People Speak Out 
By lotei<:OM Editor and Staff 

On Oct. 12 the USS Cole, a U.S. Navy ship, was 
bombed while refueling in Aden, Yemen. The 
bombing was a suicide mission against the United 
States. SeventeeOsailors were killed and 39 injured. 
Three failed attempts preceded this attack. 

lnterCOM asked: "With the recent attack on tt'le 
USS Cole, what action do you think the U.S. gov
ernment should take to prevent future attacks on 
U.S. citizens in the Middle East?" 

Gene Alvarez: I think 
the government should 
have informatives tha1 
report on terrorism thal 
may be carried out 
against the U.S. 

Chris Boyd: I think that 
there should be higher 
security for the U.S. 
mil itary and more politi
cal pressure to protect 
ci tizens. That would be 
the only legitimate use 
of power. 

Ralph Gracia: The U.S. 
is doing everything they 
can. You really can't be 
too careful. I'm reason
ably sure they use pre
cautions to avoid this. 

Kristin Catching: 
They should have had 
people check around 
the boat arid been sure 
they were clear of en
emy activity. 

Tiffany Blaylock: 
Don't fight other 
peOple's wars. I think 
that the U.S. wouldn't 
have half the problems 
if they minded their own 
business. Stay out of it 
like Canada does. 

James McGarvey: The 
U.S. should put the 
threat of fear into them. 
Sitting by passively 
only encourages the vio
lent behavior. 

Dr. Mark Sanders: Re
define Middle East poli
cies. Find a more uni
versal approach to the 
problem. 

Tamisha Brown: Talk 
to the other countries. 
Too much killing is go
ing on. Come together 
and talk it out. 

• 
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TIPA Award-winner 

A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

Dr. Gilberto· HiflOil?~ (left), Jan4II Hauirlger i-,w) and artial £!em ~PokoU:llat l!lllowlng Dr. Hinojoaa"• 
,, ,,,~,,..,- -,,,.,,ciUre, CulfiiraT1dentlty and Assimilation, Oct. 12 at the Chuck Doyle ConvenUon Center in Texas City. The 

lecture wae one of COM'& actlvltes to showcase Hi~panic Heritage Month. (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Hispanic Heritage Month 
focuses on culture, values 
BJ ELIAS DE LA CERDA JR. 
Online Editor 

The Hispanic ·presence in the United States becomes more 
evident with each year that we, as a nation, observe Hispanic 
Heritage Month between the dates of Sept.15 and Oct.16. 

Greater ~arenes..-. of the rich cultural and traditional values 
of Hi.,;;panic<; can he attributed to the dedication and work of 
community leaders from au ethnic backgrounds. 

At College of the Mainland the Hispanic Organization for 
Leaming Advancement., the COM Amigos, faculty, staff, ad
ministration and the community collaborated to showcase His
panic Heritage with an array of activities, such as a lecture by 
academician Dr. Gilberto Hinojosa and an exhibit h)' four 
Hispanic artists, culminating with the 2(0) Estrella Awards 
dinner the evening of Oct. l~.jn the COM Student Center. 

The second annual dinner conducted by HOlA recognizes 
the achievements and conlributions of those who work toward 
the educational advancement of HL'ipanics in the commooity. 

This )'ear's Es.trella Award nornineffi were Jaime Jim6nez, 
Tun Zaragoza. Ben Hernandez and Danie1Salll7.llf. This year's 
rccipientwasJ~whocowdnotalteod.Jimene.z's~w. 
:zaragOza, accepted the award for him. · 

See Community Page 1 o 

Attack on campus prompts second police alert 
By SHARON KERSHAW BOULT 
Staff Reporter 

On the evening of Nov. 1 at 8:30 a young female stu
dent had just left class within the TechnicalNocational 
Building at Colli;ge of the Mainland and walked to her 
car when she was accosted by a black male. , 

She was parked in the last row of Parking Lot "D" clos
est to Mon1icello Drive which runs past the tennis courts. 

While attempting to unlock her cl!r, she was approached 
from the rear by the man who placed one hand on her hip 
and put something against her back telling her not to move 
or scream, according to an e-mail alert from the COM 
Police Team circulated throughout the_campus. 

During her panic, the student swung her elQow around 

COM prrifeasor, Dr. Janith Stephenson, was named 
Developmental Educator of the the Year at a confer
ence In San Antonio 0<:t. 20. (Photo by Michelle Fichera) 

• 
• 

and threw her backpack at the assailant. 
The student then ran back to the Tech/Voe Building at 

the entrance near the day care facility, as the man ran east 
on Monticello heading in the direction of the Carver Park 
area, Police Team Leader E.W. "Butch" Carr said. 

The woman was uninjured during the assault and waited 
in the Tech/Voe Building until the assailant had left the 
area before she returned to her car to leave. Because she 
did not report the incident until the next day, the COM 
police were unable to search for the assailant, Carr said. 

The oply description the student could give of the man 
was that he was approximately 6 feet tall, had long legs, a 
raspy voice and wore dark clothing. 

Carr said there is_ a call box for emergencies in the back 
southeast comer entrance of the Tech/Voe Building. The 

student, however, ran for safety to the back southwest 
entrance which is closer to the Gym's pool, s.o she.would 
not have seen the call box; 

Carr said the Police Team is trying to get more call 
boxes around campus. COM now has thr~e call boxes, 
one in the back of the Tech/Voe Building and two at the 
front entrances of the Administration Building. 

The emergency number to reach the COM police is Ext. '. 
599. Carr strongly advises everyone to immediately re
port any incident to the COM police so tht;y can take 
prompt action. 

Campus police escorts to vehicles are available to any
one requesting them. Also, everyone needs to report any 
suspicious people loitering around campus. 

See Police Page 1 o 

Developmental professor honored 
By MICHELLE FICHERA 
Managing Editpr 

Many College of the Mainland professors have received 
awards throughout COM's history. The lastest winner is 
developmental reading professor, Dr. Janith Stephenson. 

She was named Developmental Educator of the Year 
by the Texas Chapter of thC College Reading and Learn
ing Association at the annual College Academic Support 
Programs Conference in San Antonio on Oct. 20. 

Approx.imalely 320 j:lrqfessors representing 80 differ
ent colleges and universities attended the conference spon
sored by the Tex.as Higher Education Coordinating Board, 
the Texas College Reading and Leaming Association and 
the Texas Association for Developmental Edllcation. 

The award recognized her service to Leaming Assis-

' 

tance programs through the Texas Developmental Edu
cators Listserv, a program sponsored by COM and mod
erated by Dr. Stephenson. 

The Listserv provides professors throughout Texas the 
means to exchange ideas, ask questions and get immedi
ate responses from their peers. Dr. Stephenson has been 
managing the program for about three years. 

During her tenure at COM, Dr. Stephenson has taught 
reading, study skills and Psychology for Success. She also 
has developed new programs and courses as the need has 
arisen. 

"I only planned to stay at COM a few years,_but I grew 
attached to lhe community and the students," Dr. 
Stephenson said ... It is such an inspiration to see my stu
dents achieve so much when they have so many odds 

See Teacher Page 11 
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What's Happening 

97.9 makes Welcome Kickoff success 

The SAB hosted the spring semester Welcome Kick
off in the LRC breezeway .. Students enjoyed free 
drinks, lunch and music from OJ Triple X of 97.9 The 
Box. Students were given the opportunity to spin a 
small wheel and win p1izes.(Photo by Aprll Brandon) 

By ROBIN LARSON 
Photography Editor 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board 
hosted the spring semester Welcome Kickoff on Jan. 30. 
Students gathered outside the Learning Resources Center 
to listen to music, compliments of 97.9 The Box. 

DJ Triple X brought a wheel for students to spin giving 
them an opportunity to win a free T-shin or bumper sticker. 
Along with the music, SAB offered free baked potatoes, 
drinks and campus trail packs. 

As students ate and mingled with one another, Pam Dav
enport, vice president/dean of Student Services, welcomed 
and thanked everyone for coming and suggested students 
get more involved in campus activities, 

The purpose of the Welcome Kickoff is to give new 
and returning students an opponunity to meet one another 
and to~ informed about the clubs COM has to offer. 

The Outdoor Club, for instance, is for students who like 
canoeing, hiking, backpacking or participating in other 
outdoor activities. 

SAB gives students the opportunity to plan, develop 
and conduct rec.realional and entertainment programs for 
the college community. 

Student Government allows students to voice their opin
ions about discrimination, or any other problems regard
ing their experience at COM. 

For more information about various clubs, contact 
Maryann Urick, SAB adviser, at (409) 938-1211 or l (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 418. 

SAB packs 'em in at AMF Star Lanes 
By JON NELSON 
Staff Reporter 

Ile hadn't bowled in 20 year:s. 
Lorne Johnson, who was one of 57 people to howl at 

AMF Star Lanes in Tt:xas City on Jan. 26, brought his 
'wife and son to the biannual event which is organized by 
the College of the Mainland Student Activities Board. He 
said that he always liked bowling but for some reason 
hadn't made the time to do it in more than two decades. 

The sponsor of the SAB, Maryanri Urick, said it was 
the best turnout ever. In the past, the number of bowlers 
has been far slimmer, usually topping out at about 25 
people. -

Al first it seemed like business as usual. Urick sat at a 
table with a clipboard and sign-up sheet. Slowly a group 
began to assemble around her at 7 p.m. Soon she was 
swamped. The AMF management told her that five people 

would have to be assigned to each lane before the indi
vidual lanes could be activated, Because the lanes were to 
be shut down at 9 p.m., Urick hurriedly mixed and 
matched, squeezing in people everywhere she could, 

AMF Star Lanes and COM have organized the event 
for years. The bowling alley pfovides JO lanes for $50 
and doesn't charge for the use of its shoes. The normal 
rate is $3.95 a ganie and $2 for shoes. 

The chairwoman of the event, Monie Ervin, went from 
lane to lane, making sure that everyone was having a good 
time and recording their scores. Ervin was in charge of 
distributing prizes. The highest male and female scorers 
were to receive free bowling passes. Jdhn Glowezwzki 
scored 203, and Jennifer West scored 131. The two low
est scorers were given complimentary popcorn. 

MOSt of the students who bowled that night Were in their 
30s and 40s, but everyone who went seemed to have fun, 
not least, Johnson and his son. 

PTK honors students' academic excellence 
By FABIAN SIFUENTES 
Staff Reporter 

Phi Theta Kappa at College of the Mainland has re
cently invited eligible students to join its membership. 
rTK is the International Honor_Society for the Two-Year 
College. Invitations arc sent to students: who meet the eli
gibility requirements set by the COM PTK chapter 
based on standards laid out by the international society. 

PTK membership requirements are as follows: Students 
must be enrolled in a college level courf.C at COM, have 
completed 12 college level hours at COM and have an 
overall grade point average of no less than 3.600. 

Spring break almost here 
College of the Mainland will be closed for spring break 

Monday, March 12, through Sunday, March 18. 
The last day to withdraw from classes with a "W" is 

Monday, April 16. 

• 

Students who join PTK will be recognized formally for 
their-academic achievements March 4 in the Learning Re
sources Center Auditorium. A reception following the cer
emony offers the new members an opportunity to interact 
with their families, college administrators and faculty, and 
PTK members from other colleges, 

Of the approximately 3,400 students currently enrolled 
at COM, 280 students were invited to join PTK. On aver
age PTK invites 250 students to join. The increased num
ber of invitations is based on the enrollment increase from 
the fall semester to the spring semester. 

PTK member Mallhew Watson said, "I felt a sense of 
accomplishment when I received my letter of invitation." 
PTK members enjoy benefits such as transfer scholarships 
available to PTK members only and the opportunity to 
develop professional skills by panicipating in .PTKevents. 

PTK currently has a membership of 156 and has aver
aged 55 new members for the fall and spring semesters, 

For more information call PTK advisers Leslie 
Richardson or Cindy Lucas at ( 409) 938-1211 or 1 (8S8) 
258-8859, Ext. 329 or 326, respt:clively. 
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People Speak Out 
By lalerCOM Editors 

Considering tbe oontroversial·outcome of the 
Presidential election lntei<:OM .. ked; Wrtb the 
completion of the vote count showing that Al Gore 
won the popular vale by 539,000 and wilb 20,000 
people protesting Bush"s presidency on loaugura~ 
lion Day, whal should our government do with the 
Electoral College in tt$p00se to the Alnelkaa 
people's di$satif,..lion <Wet the election resul!S' 

.Qn.Pen-y: Throw out 
the Electoral (!allege 
kcau.se. the election 
~ltould ~ml 'on lite 
pQpUla, vole, that i• 
wll<> we voted for. 

Salvader Stml:tiet: 
There is nut a <Olllpleie 
domooracy •• lf"OPI• 
claim. Do we really 
have power? 

Charle, p_..SJh,a: 
Abaollltely nothing .. 
Without ii representa-
. tlon would be.Ullfau. 

JaaelklrkeJWoneed 
. the EICclotal ~ollege 

t>eea\lse. it assures that 
lbe·p0pular vote i.ls :trot 
the only factor in tbo 
preoideacy. ltprovides a 
check and balance. 

• 

• 

or:rm Tuytor:-~ it 
:!(keeps lht more,pi,pu. 
,lous,itates from dictal> 
lug tQ Ille IC$$ pof>Ulous 
·$late$ who will\lead Ille ' 
natklh. 

IUdiard Coles: Leave 
it alone: The Electontl 
College wasdeslsned to 
,give smaller states a 
little bit more say. 

.iamnCuwnlilomol
ish ii. We DOW hav, Ille 
tc<l>i,ology when, we no 
,_ need 11 ... 

Cbri•lina Bollod" 
They need to pul into 
perspective that we 
~ave had the Electoral 
COUege,;siace our coun
try was founded. We 
iiekd to ildmend ii i.nour 
Constitutiolr . 

• 

lllstory of Mardi Gras 
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TIPA Award-winner 

A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

COM photography art winner Tamisha Franklin (third from left) placed second in the GClC Student Art 
Competition 2001. The other COM students whose work was accepted are (from left) Cindy Newberry, 
Glena Schlehuber, Angie McClanahan, Rhonda Gould and Mayuko Gray. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

GCIC accepts 8 art pieces from 7 students 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

College of thc,.Mainland photography student 
Tamisha Franklin won second place in the recent GCIC 
Student Art Competition 2001. An awards ceremony 
was held in the student center art gallery at San Jacinto 
College South Feb. 8. 

The anwork of six other COM students was accepted 
into the competition,juried by Kim Davenport~ who is 
curator and director of the Rice University Art Gallery 
in Houston, 

All 14 community colleges in the Gulf Coast Inter
collegiate Conference were allowed to enter 10 pieces. 
This year eight pieces from seven COM students were 

accepted into the art exhibit which opened Feb. 9 and 
runs through March. l. 

In addition to second place, Franklin was awarded 
$300 for her winning photograph of a model in an arm
chair. The black and white photo was a cross between 
fashion and por):rait photography. 

The other COM students whose work was accepted 
into compelilion are Cindy Newberry, photo; Rhonda 
Gould, photo; Angie McClanahan, photo; Glena 
Schlehuber, sculpture and charcoal drawing; Christina 
Nead, drawing; and Mayuko Gray, drawing. 

COM art and phOtography professor, Mona Marshall, 
proudly announced the accomplishments of her stu
dents. "All of us on the faculty are incredibly proud of 
the level of work our students are doing." 

COM emphasizes 
Black History Month 
By TAMMIE LETROISE 
Guest Reporter 

In recognition of Black History Month, College of the 
Mainland hosted a number' of activities for the month of 
February, with several events Still to come. 

One of the events which took place Feb. 17, featured 
former COM professor Dr. Lee McGriggs· and gospel 
singers Rev. Tim McGee and Hope Carter in the Student 

· Center. Dr. McGriggs presented his speech, Achieving a 
Dream; he outlined six ways lo focus on the future: edu
cation, economics, equality, ethics, environment and ex
cellence. In closing, Carter sang several songs in a pow
erful Voice that moved the _audience, McGee accompa
nied her on the piano. 

TAilPHE (Texas Association of Black Personnel in 
Higher Education) Awart:ness Day will be Observed in 
the Student Center Friday, Feb. 23, at noon. COM his
tory professor Dr. Manuel Urbina wilt be the guest musi
cian at Greater Barbours Chapel Baptist Church in Texas 

See Black History Page 7 

Gospel al~ Hope Carter sings following a speech 
by Dr. Lee McGrigg• Feb. 17 In honor of Black His~ 
tory Month. (Photo by April Brandon) 

· Domestic violence results in death of three children 
By MATIHEW JOST 
Copy Editor 

There would be "grave consequences" warned Timo
thy Lee Rumsey of Katy, if Houston's Special Weapons 
And Tactics team did not back off. This and the following 
information about the Rumsey killing was collected from 
several issues of the Houston Chronicle, Feb. 13-18, which 
detailed this chilling story. 

Rumsey, 42, and his wife Joy, 33, had a lon_g1-.istory of 
arguments which often turned violent as Michigan police 
records would prove.At 9:30 a.m, Monday, Feb. 12, SWAT 
discovered that this would be t-hc last in Rumsey's long 
history of domestic violence. 

SWAT officers quietly broke into Rumsey 's home after 

. ' 

• 

a lack of contact and discovered him and three of his four 
children dead in a closet in the master bedroom. 

Kirstie, 7, Dylan, 9, and step-daughter Brittany Whalen, 
11, were shot twice each: once in the head and once in the 
body, according to Katy Police Chief Robert Frazier. 

Daughter Hay lee, 2, was in critical condition from a gun
shot wound to the left arm, and Rumsey had a self-in
flicted bullet wound to the head. 

Because.tragic episodes like Rumsey's arc unfonunately 
common, College of the Mainland sponsored a dolllestic 
violence workshop Feb. 15 to assist potential victims in 
rt:cognizing signs of abuse, as well as where to go to re-
ceive help, , 

Rumsey's tirade began like ma,.ny others throughout his 
fragile marriage: a day long argument full of threats which, 

• 

• 

• 

this time, turned uglier than any before. Fearful of 
Rumsey's capacity for violence, Joy fled the home to 
repon lhe dispute to Katy police late that night in hopes 
of getting her children away from him. 

When police called the home, Rumsey warned that he 
was armed and would take action if they intervened. 
Quickly realizing that he was dealing with a hostage situ
ation, Frazier called for the Houston SWAT officers. 

Not wanting to incite Rumsey to violence, police met 
his demands to keep their d9tance and tried to maintain 
contact with him in an effort to negotiate. Rumsey, who 
had been arrested on similar charges before, asked if po
lice considered him an "idiot" or a "moron" for q:pect
ing him to cooperate. 

See SAB Page 7 

• 

' 

• 

• 

.• 

.• 

.. 

.• 

.• 

.• 

. . 
. , 

.• 



Page 2, February 2001, lntcrCOM 

Editorials/News 

\'\'l I : 2001: 

-
!Ts TIME WE SEKT A CLEAR MESSACE 
TO SA}~AM tlVSSEIN: THIS BEHAVIO~ 
WILL NO LONGEll &E TOLERATE!)! 

, /;:,// 

' 

Blood donors rewarded with T-shirts 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Seventy~ight people gave the "gift of life" at the blood 
dJive hosted by the Student Activit_ies Board on Feb. 6 
and Feb. 7 from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the College of the 
Mainland Student Center. ' 

The Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center once again ad* 
ministered the biannual event. 

The Blood Center, which supplies blood to several hos
pitals in the Galveston area, has administered blood drives 
at COM for a number of years. 

On Feb. 6, 33 units of blood were collected of which 
27 were whole blood units and six were double red cell 

units. _Seven people were deferred because they did not 
meet the qualifications to donate. 

On Feb. 7, 45 units were collected of which 31 were 
whole blood units and 14 double red cell units. There were 
10 deferrals. Free T-shirts were given to all donators. 

In order to give whole blood units, a person must meet 
cenain' requirements inclllding being 18-70 years old, hav
ing a minimum weight of 110 pounds, not having taken 
certain medications within a 24 hour period and not hav.* 
ing given blood within the past eight weeks. 

To give double red blood cells, separate requirements 
must be met, including a specific height and weight range 
and having type "O" blood, either negative or positive. 

The next blood drive will be held Oct. 2-3. 

Writing Center open 
to all COM students 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland Humanities Team is of* 
fering w'riting tutortals at the W.riting Center. The tutori* 
als will no longe.r be held in Suite B of the LRC. 

The Writing Center has been relocated to the right-hand 
comer of the mezzanine upstairs in the Leaming Resources 
Center Library. Signs are posted in the library to assist 
students with locating the center's office. 

The center, staffed by English professors, is available 
to students needing help with brainstorming, focusing on 
one idea, clarifying topics, overcoming writing weak
nesses and developing writing strengths. However, the 
center's tutors will not edit papers, rewrite sentences, pro* 
vide topics or discuss grades given by other professors, 
said Writing Center director, Dr. Gilchrist White. 

The Developmental Writing Lab professors tutor in L-
248 of the LRC; they are available to students needing 

' help with grammar or mechanical problems. Computer
aided instruction also is available in L-248. 
* An e-mail address also is set up for students whose 
schedules do not allow them to meet with the tutors. Stu* 
dents may e-mail specific questions about their papers to 
<writingcenter@mail.mainland.cc.tx.us>. They should 
not e*mail their papers without addressing specific con* 
cerns. Dr. White hopes lo answer e-mails within 24 hours. 

The Writing Center hours are Mondays, Tuesdays an9 
Wednesdays 8:30*9:30 a.m. with Dr. Drew Nelson; Mon
days and Wednesdays 3:30-4:50 p.m. with Ouida 
Sanmann; Tuesdays -1:30*2:50 p.m. and 4:30-5:45 p.m. 
with Brenda Brown; Thursdays 9-9:30 a.m. and 11-1:30 
p.m. with Dr. Mark Sanders and 4:30-5:45 with Astrid H. 
Lowery; and Fridays 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. with Dr. White. 

Developmental Writing Lab hours are Mondays 12:30-
1:50 p.m. with Clint Hunter; Mondays and TueSdays 2-
3:20 p.m. with Carolyn Sharer; Tuesdays and Thursdays 
11-12:20 p.m. with Dr. Janith Stephenson, reading pro
fessor, and Thursdays' 8-9:30 a.m. again with Hunter. 

For questions call (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, 
Ext. 220, Writing Center, or Ext. 218, Developmental Lab. 
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By ROBIN LARSON 
Photography Editor 

Would you like to be awarded a scholarship for all ·the 
hard work you have accomplished in school? The College 
of the Mainland Foundation awards scholarships to sfu* 
dents for their hard work and dedication. 

The COM Foundation offers an array of scholarships 
for full-time, part-time, non-credit and vocational students. 
Each year the Foundation awards 100 scholarships to stu
dents with different majors and career aspirations. 

The Foundation is a non*profit organization that receives 
funds from donors who fund scholarships on an annual or 
one-time basis. · 

The deadline to apply for a scholarship for next year is 
March 31. Appli'-;ationsmay be picked up in the Founda* 
tion Office in the Administration Building. 

If a student is awarded a scholarship, it will be appli
.cable for the fall 2001 and spring 2002 semesters. The 
scholarships, however, do not pay for summer school. 

If students want to apply for several scholarships, they 
must fill out applications for each one individually. The 
Foundation scholarships are for use al COM only. No stu* 
dent will be denied a scholarship based on sex, race, color, 
religion or :ige. ' 

Each scholarship has different criteria. Some scholar
ships have no restrictions such as a· specific grade point 
average, declared major or enrollment in a cen11.in num
ber of credit hours. Others have requirements, such as 

" 

• 

having at least 12 credit hours, a minimum grade point 
average of 3.0 and a declared major. 

For students without a declared major, 28 sctiolarships 
are available ... At least a third of the scholarships have ex-
tremely flexible requirements. · 

Students might fa~ one problem when applying for 
scholarships. The Foundation Office is not the central 
place for scholarships. The Student Financial Services 
office also has applications for 80 scholarships offered 
per year. The money totals more than $100,000 a year. 
The scholarships the Financial Services office offers are 
transferrable tO other schools depending on the donors' 
requirements. The funding Financial Services receives 
comes from outside donors who pick the students spe
cifically for the scholarships. Amelang hopes that by next 
year "there will be one central place for everyone to ap
ply." 

Last year the Foundation awarded 100 students schol
arships. One hundred ·and twenty· students applied. Un
fortunately, four scholarships did not get awarded because 
no one had the specific majors these scholarship~ required. 

"Scholarships are for anyone who is interested in re
. ceiving one," Amelang said. "Not everyone will be 

awarded one, but at lea.~t they applied and tried their hard* 
est. Students have to keep in mind that there are scholar* 
ships for every type of student enrolled here at COM." 

For more information on scholarships contaci Mary Ann 
Amelang, COM Foundation executive director, at (409) 
938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 508, or Becky Miles, 

•• 
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Runners partake 
in fund-raising event 
By FABIAN SIFUENTES 
Staff Reporter 

Runners from Houston to Galveston whose ages ranged 
from 6 to 84 came to College of the Mainland to partici
pate in the 20th Annual Run/Walk for Your Heart Fun Run 
on Feb. 3. 

This event was sponsored by the COM recreation de'" 
partment, Mainland Medical Center and BP Amoco. All 
money raised by entry fees along with $500 donated by 
BP Amoco will be donated to the American Heart Asso
ciation. 

The fun run was divided into four events: a l*mile race , 
3*mile race and a 6-mile race for all ages; and a 1/4*mile 
race for children. Awards for runners were presented to 
the male and female overall winners and to the male and 
female age*division winners for each event. 

The course for the ~22 participants took them through 
the COM campus and the surrounding west Texas City 
neighborhood. Volunteers from COM helped direct traf* 
fie for the runners and the oncoming vehicle traffic, while 
nurses from Mainland Medical Center were on hand to 
treat any injuries. 

Joan Radcliffe, a Tiki Island resident, said, " Door 
prizes, camaraderie, friendly volunteers and good food 
always make fun runs fun." 

~unners entered a door prize raffle that awarded gifts 
and services donated by area businesses. 

Overall ~ale and female winners for the children's 1/4-
mile, and adult l*mile, 3*mile and 6-mile races were Caleb 
Coggeshall, Seabrook, and Marguerite Mejia, Dickinson; 
Daniel Noah, Houston, and Karen Braiser, Galveston; Jose 
Lara, Houston, and Regina Schute, Houston; and Leno 
Rios, Webster', and Meredith Doughty, Galveston. 
· The next event hosted hy the COM recreation depart

ment is the COM-BAT triathlon May 26. 
The next fun run will be Moonlight Madness. No date 

has been set, but it is usually held in July. 
For more information about COM recreational pro

grams, contact Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs and 
Student Activities coordinator, at (409) 938-1211 or 1 
(888)288-8859, Ext. 418. 

Teams compete in 
sex bowl gameshow 
By DANA SPARLING. 
Assistant Editor 

How much do you reilly know about sex? 
Eight College of the Mainland students stepped .. up and 

tested their knowledge on the subject when the Student 
Activities Board ~osted a Sex Bowl on Tuesday, Feb. 6, 
in the Student Center during College Hour. 

Two teams were formed, a blue team and a red team, 
which consisted of four contestants each. The players an
swered several questions pertaining to sex, ranging from 
sexually transmitted diseases to sexual identity. Each time 
a question was answered correctly, Hershey kisses were 
passed out to each team member. 

When the final buzzer rang, the blue team came out on 
top with a winning score of 15-to 4 8. The team players 
were Tee Dixon, Katina Gilmore, Wade Oliphant and 

• Jacqueline Martinez. Each winner was awarded $5, a T· 
shirt and a handful of kisses! 

The purpose of the game is to help inform students about 
safe sex and STDs. COM human sexuality Professor 
Michael Hunt helps compose the questions for the game 
and also jt.idges the answers. Hunt would like students to 
help compile questions for next _year's Sex Bowl, ques
tions they think would help increase students ' awareness 
of sex and STDs. 

If you have any questions, call Maryann Urick, SAB 
adviser, at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859; Ext. 418. 

• 
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SAB hosts domestic violence seminar 
Continued from Page 1 ~-~-------

"Every time the police talk to me ... 1 get arrested." 
Rumsey added defiantly, "I won' t answer the door and 
you ain ' t gettin' in my house!" 

Police believe the murders must have occurred at ap
proximately 4:30 a.m. because they had not had any com
munication from Rumsey since then. 

Haylee, whose arm was nearly severed, is recovering 
at Memorial Hermann Ho..-;pital in Houston, where she 
underwent 5 1/2 hours of surgery. Hand surgeon, Dr. Mark 
Henry reported that the operation went "very smOQth" 
and that there were "nq problems." 

As horrifying as the murder was, it could have been 
worse. Joy had been running a day*care service in her 
home, and some shudder to think of what might have hap
pened. if the violence had occurred when more children 
were present. 

The Rumsey slaying stands as a grave testimony to what 
can happen if domestic violence escalates. 

Ironically, COM Student Activities Board presented a 
Dynamics of Domestic Violence workshop shortly after 
the Rumsey killing took place. The workshop was held in 
the Learning Resources Center Auditorium during Col
lege Hour and was hosted by community education coor* 
dinator, Ginger Henkel, and education specialist, Jodyne 
Thibodeaux, both of the Women's Crisis Center in 
Galveston. 

The Galveston and Texas City Crisis hotlines are (409) 
765*SAFE and (409) 986*HELP, respectively and are 
available 24 hours a day. The Houston Area Women's Cen* 
ter Family hotline is (713) 528-2126. The toll*free na* 
tional hotline is 1 (888) 919*7233. 

Those who sµffer from domestic violence are strongly 
urged lo contact the proper authorities. 

Black History Month full of activities 
Continued from Page 1----------
City Sunday, Feb. 25, at the 10:30 a.m. service, Career 
Services Director Patricia Williams will present a Dress 
for Success fashion show followed by a Soul Food Lun
cheon in the Student Center Tuesday, Feb. 27, at noon. 

Also, a black art display is on view in the COM Li
brary until Feb. 28. Additionally the COM Art Gallery is 
featuring Black Life ... , an exhibit by African-American 
artists Ben Long and Aloma Marquis through Feb. 24. 

Black History Month originated in 1926 when Carter 
G. Woodson, known as the "father of black history" 
inaugarated Negro History Week, as it was originally 
known. The purpose was to educate people of other cul* 
~ures about accomplishments of-African-Americans. 

Woodson chose February because it included the birth* 
days of both Abraham Lincoln.and Frederick Douglass
a former slave who became a journalist and statesman. 

Woodson, born Dec. 19, 1875, was the youngest child 
in a family of nine children. As a child he was forced to 
work on the family farm, but he had a passion for learn* 
ing. At 17 he enrolled himself in school for the first time 

at Douglass High School in Huntington, W. Va. He fin* 
ished all of his schooling in two years and later returned 
to work briefly as a teacher and principal. · 

After earning his first degree from Berea College in 
Berea, Ky., he moved to the Philippines where he taught 
and took correspondence courses from the University of 
Chicago. During this period he traveled through Asia and 
Europe, studying for a shof\ time at the Sorbonne in Paris. 
Once home he was accepted and erirolled in the doctoral 
program at Haiwrd University, eventually becoming the 
second Afri~an-American to receive a doctorate there. 

Woodson not only fouhded Black History Month but 
wrote many books about African-American history' and 
created an ~ssociation to study and preserve black heri* 
tage. Deeply concerned abOut the availability of material 
on African*American history, he became the publisher of 
books on black history and cultui:e and taught at Howard 
University, Washington, D.C., and Virginia State College, 
Petersburg. 

W~dson, who died in 1950, spent his life promoting 
African-American history. 

COM deans ready to hear students' opinions of college 
Do you have any questions or concerns about College 

of the Mainland? Would you like to voice your opinion 
about a problem you are experiencing? If so, the Student 
Activities Board will sponsor a Student Concerns Forum 

on March 6 at 12:30 p.m. The forum will be held in the 
Student Center and will run through College Hour. This 
is your opportunity to let the COM deans know how you 
feel. 

The Spring 2001 lnterCOM staff gathers In the journalism lab for a photo. Staff members are (front row, from left) 
Fabian Sifuentes, JIii R. Danner, Assistant Editor Dana Sparling, Online Editor Brad Stevenson, Robin Roberts; 
(back row, from left) Jon Nelson, Managing Editor April Brand.on, Copy Editor Matt Jost, Photography Editor 
Robin Larson and David Wright. Not pictured are Michael K. Smith and lnt,rCOM adviser Astrid H. Lowery. 

• 

• 

• 

.• 

·' 

. ' 

·' 

·' 

,._ 
,: ., .. 

"':•' 



• 
' 

, 1" 

', 

Page 6, Febmary 2001, lnterCOM 

Campus Life 

Several teams competed for the first place position during the 3-0n-3 basketball tournament held in the Gym 
Jan. 31. The winning team-Dominique Green, Keith Sumrall, Eloi Perry and David Hicks-will represent COM at 
the GCIC Sports Day to be hosted by Lee College In Baytown Mare:h 22. (Photo by JIii R. Danner) 

Basketball players 
prep for Sports Day 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board 
hosts several sporting events each semester. A Student/ 
Employee 3 on 3 Basketball Tournament was held Jan. 
31 at 2 p.m. in the Gym in preparntion for lhe biannual 
Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day. The 
event will be held this semester at Lee College March 22. 

Sixteen ·eight-minute games were played by five teams 
to determine which one would represent COM at Sports 
Day. The winning team of the tournament-Dominique 
Green, Keith Sumrall, Eloi Perry and David Hicks-were 
asked to play in the Sports Day tournament. 

SAB will host several upcoming sports events. 
'The Racquetball Tournament for COM students and the 

community will be held al the COM racquetball court Feb. 
26-27 at 6 p.m. A Student/Employee 3 on 3 Basketball 
Tournamep.t is set for ·Feb. 28 at 2 p.m. in the Gym. A 
Student/Employee Tennis Tournament for the GCIC 
Sports Day will be played at the COM tennis courts March 

5 at 3 p.m. 
For more information about any of these events, con

tact Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs and Student 
Activities coordinator, at ( 409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 418. 

Clubs on campus offer students choices, variety 
BY DAVID WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter 

A variety of clubs are available at College of the Main
land ranging from culture-based to career-based. Most of 
the clubs are open to anyone enrolled in credit or con
tinuing education courses at COM; some are open to lhe 
surrounding community. 

Student Government, which strives to promote student 
, participation and decision-making at the college, has 
stricter standards for its members than other COM clubs 
have for their members. 
· Students must have a 2.0 grade point average to belong 
to Student Govermenl. To run for Student Government 
president, students musl be sophomores or have at least 
30 credit hours. Any student may run for the other of
fices, said James Shippy, Student Government adviser. 

March 22: Sports Day 
By MICHAEL K. SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland will participate in lhe 
Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day 
hosted by Lee College in Baytown March 22. 

The events are basketball, softball, volleyball, 
tennis, table tennis, racquetball and eight.ball. 

A separate GCIC Sports Day for beach volley
ball and golf will be held in Galveston April 26. 
Beach volleyball will be at Stuart Beach. The golf 
tounament will be on the Municipal Golf Course. 

For free transportation to events on March 22, 
a school van leaves {rom parking IC?t "C" al 7 a.m. 

Competitors are Jtlvin, Brazosport, Galveston, 
Houston, North Harris, Kingwood, Tomball, San 
Jacinto North, South and Central, and Wharton. 

For more information call Maryann Urick, Rec
reational Programs coordinator, at (409) 938-1211 
or l-(888) 258-8859. Ext. 418. 

However, students do not have to be active in another 
club to belong to Student Government. Those who wish 
to run for Student Government must collect 25 signatures 
from the sti.ident body. Each tenn lasts one year. For more 
information call Shippy at (409) 935-1211 or 1 (888) 258-
8859. Ext.413. 

The COM Amigos' goal is to celebrate diversity while 
concentrating mainly on Hispanic heritage. Amigos par
ticipate in Cinco de Mayo parades and 3.re active in the 
community in other aspects. 

· For the past two years Amigos have been active in the 
Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation. The group 
abo is activC in charity events during the Thanksgiving 
holidays, donating turkeys to needy families. 

The only requirement for membership is to be willing 
to promote Hispanic heritage. For information call advis
ers Rafael Naranjo at Ext. 212 or Alice Whistler, Ext. 483. 

The Organization of African American Culture is open 
to all students, staff and-faculty. The multicultural group 
tries to promote unity through music, food and theater. 
The OAAC also is active in the community, especially 
with the students in the surrounding area. 

OAAC sponsors dances at COM, co-hosts assemblies 
at local schools and is active in the Boys and Girls Club. 
In addition, OAAC awards scholarships to the most pro
ductive OAAC students. For more information contact 
Jeanette Slaughter at Ext. 422. 

The Vocal Senate is open to music students who have 
an interest in vocal arts. The group holds at least one con
cert a year at COf'-1 and sings at other events. For more 
information contact adviser James Heffel at Ext. 200. 

The Instrumental Musicians fjuild, which is open to 
both musicians and vocalists at COM, strives to bring to
gether fellow music majors to better prepare them for ca
reeP.S in music. The a4viser also brings in established 
groups to talk with the aspiring musicians lo encourage 
them in their musical endeavors. For more information 
contact Sparky Koerner at Ext. 347. 

The Geology Club, which is open to students in geol
ogy classes, lakes excursions to various places to learn 
about the environment. The club is open to the commu
nity for the out-of-town trip it takes per semester. This 
semester's trip is to Kerrvillle State Park from April 6-8. 

I 

Fees for the trip are $50 for students and $55 for non
students. Registration deaQline is in March. A $20 deposit 
which is refundable up to a week before the trip, is re
quired. For more information contact adviser Dave 
Hansmire at Ext. 333. 

CO M's nursing club, the Texas Student Nurse Associa
tion, seeks to create a pre-professional atmosphere for the 
students. The group provides programs to caution people 
about diseases. The association also puts on community 
projects, such as checking school children for lice and 
preparing a spaghetti dinner for hungry families. For more 
information contact adviser Diane Fasano at Ext. 458, Joan 
Mader at Ext. 452, or Debbie Bastien at Ext. 459. 

The Student Activities Board is open to any .COM stu
dent in a credit course. The club plans~ develops and coll
ducts programs for the college community. SAB awards 
scholarships to the five most involved members. For more 
information contact Maryann Urick at Ext. 418. 

The Outdoor Club is for students who enjoy nature and 
outdoor activities. All students and community members 
are eligible to go on trips With the club. A $15 fee 'is re
quired to cover the cost of the monthly newsletter and the 
shirt that is provided. 

Two trips are left this semester; the first is a canoe trip 
to the Guadalupe River April 12-15; the second is a ca
noe trip to the Medina River May 18-20. Fdr more infor
mation contact Urick at Ext. 418. 

Phi Theta Kappa, the International Honor Society for 
the Two-Year College, recognizes students who excel in 
academics. Schplarships, career placement resources,. 
leadership development and servii;.::e opportunities are 
some of the benefits for members. 

To apply for membership," students must have completed 
12 college leVel hours at COM, have a 3.600 grade point 
average and must currently be enrolled in at least one credit 
hour. Students must be inducted formally and pay a one
lime fee of $55. PTK advisers are Leslie Richardson and 
Cindy Lucas. For more information, contact Richardson 
at Ext. 329 or Lucas at Ext. 326. 

Students for Christ is a non-denominational club that 
brings the Gospel pf Jesus to COM. It's open to anyone 
willing to promote fellowship. For more information, con-
tact Tammy Stafford at Ext. 417. · 
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Galveston hosts Mardi Gras parades 
By JON NELSON 
Staff Reporter 

You might wonder what pancakes have to do with Mardi 
Gras, or why some Catholics and Protestants still call it 

Pancake Day. 
Fat Tuesday, which falls between Feb. 2 and March 9-

this year on Feb. 27-closes the pre-Lenten season. It is a 
literal translation of what the French call Mardi Gras. The 
name originated from the custom of marching a fatted ox 
through the streets of Paris on Fal Tuesday. 

There are, of course, other names for the Old World 
holiday. The Germans call it Fetter Dienstag. In England 
it is known as Shrove Tuesday-the Shrove part coming 
from the "shrives," or penances, that contrite worshipers 
said throughout the. Middle Ages. 

Yet long after the Reformation there are still those who 
squeeze in the last-minute eggs and fat, eating pancakes 
that will be given up fdr the Lenten fasts following Ash 
Wednesday, the day that inaugurates the Lenten season. 

In 1930 English poet T.S. Eliot wrote his conversion 
poem "Ash Wednesday" about the spiritual meaning of 
lhe transition into Lent through the eyes o'f a penitent. ln 
it he mentioned "those who are torn on the horn between 

season and season," an allusion to Paris ' fat ox, but now 
a condition which many become acutely aware of the 
morning after a night of celebrating . 

The atmosphere that makes the American holiday 
commerically successful is about as authentically French 

as EuroDisney. Yet Americans love it. In England, they 
just get out and play soccer, maybe show off the horses. 

Our own public celebration of Mardi Gras on Galveston 
Island goes back to 1867, but it was 17 years ago that 
George P. Mitchell, a local Galveston developer, adopted 
the French holiday that to most Americans is synonymous 
with parades, drinking, beads and New Orleans. 

This year live entertainment will be set up on a stage 
located at 23rd and Strand streets from 7 p.m. to mid
night on Friday, Feb. 23. The Saturday entertainment be
gins at IO a.m. and lasts until midnight on Feb. 24. Al
though Friday admission is $10 at the gate, tickets can be 
purchased through Tickelmaster for $5. Saturday admis
sion is $15 at the gate and $10 through Ticketmaster. 

On Feb. 24, shuttle buses will run every 30 minutes. 
For more information on the shullles call the Island Tran
sit at (409) 797-3900. 

For tickets to Mardi Gras call (713) 639-3700. 
For pancakes you could try IHOP. 

Americans need to change 'SAD' habits 
By DAVID WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter 

Just about everyone could use some help when it comes 
to nutrition, and that is why Dr. Steven Whiting, who 
works ro} the Institution of Nutritional Science, gave a 

lecture on nutrition at College of the Mainland Jan. 31. 
His mission wcls not to explain what, but rather how lack 
of proper nutrition affects people's health. 

The main focus of his presentation was d·iabetes and 
why it is so common. He also spoke about arteriosclero
sis (the hardening of the artery walls) and why physicians 
think it is caused by too much cholesterol. 

Whiting said that diabetes is prevalent because people 
are SAD. Not "sad" but SAD, meaning the Standard 
American Diet, a diet that is spreading more and more 
throughout the world. This diet consists of high fats, small 
amounts of fruits and vegetables, and a lot of deep-fried 
food. Whiting said the way to cut the negative effects of 
this diet is to change e3.ting habits. 

1. People should eliminate all vegetable oil except ol
ive oil which is a monosaturate, meaning it does not bond 
with oxygen like other vegetable oils. 

2. People should have a moderate fat intake. 
3. They should eat raw foods such as fruits and veg

etables because when heat is applied, the nutrients are 
removed from the food. 

4. People should eat more high protein foods, and they 

should exercise because the heart is a muscle and lhe heart 
needs to be "worked." 

Whiting also spoke about arteriosclerosis which, ac
cording lo physicians, is caused by too much cholesterol. 
Cholesterol is vital to sustain life. If lhe level ever drops 
below 150 percent, the chance of a brain hemorrhage in
creases 10 fold. Also, whereas 90 percent of cholesterol 
is created by the body, only 10 percent is consumed. Whit
ing explained that QVer tinie arteries become weak and 
eventually break, causing a hole. When blood passes over 
lhe hole, it patches the artery just like a scab on the skin 
does. This scab causes a calcium buildup which in tum 
attracts or collects cholesterol causing the hardening of 
ttie arteries. So when doctors perfonn hea_rt surgery, Whit
ing said, they see cholesterol in the arteries and that is 
why cholesterol has such a bad reputation. 

According to an e-mail announcing Dr. Whiting's lec
ture, he has appeared on hundreds of television and radio 
programs in the United States and Europe. He also has 
written several books, the latest of which is You Can Be 
Well Al Any Age: Your Definitive Guide To Health And 
Longevity. _ 

Whiting said people can do several things to help them
selves from becoming a negative health statistic: slop 
abusing prescription drugs, the fifth l~ading cause of 
death; start getting all required nutrients, more than 100 
are needed daily; arid eat healthy today to help your body 
tomorrow. 

The COM Student Government presents COMunlty with a certificate of appreciation. COMunlty donc!tad funds to 
the Student Government to aS1ist with their Christmas food drive. The funds were then_dlstlbuted to needy 
students on campus. Pictured from left are Anthony Castelllne, Marlo Lazano, James Shippy, Diane Faust, Alice 
Watford, Dana Sparling, Robin Larson, Michele Nguyen and Amelio Vega. (Photo by Walter Kessler) 

• 

• 

InterCOM, February 2001, Page 3 

Charlie King and Karen Brandow perform their 
political songs Feb. 5 in the LRC-131. The couple 
who have visited COM for several years gave 
three performances. (Photo by Dana Sparling) 

Folk singers relate 
life issues to music 
By JILL R. DANNER · 
Staff Reporter ., 

Are fairness, compassion and current events im
portant 10 you? Charlie King and Karen Brandow 
show they are, as they sing the blues in a grassy , 
sort of way. They gave three performances at Col-
lege of the Mainland Feb. 5. -

The duo introduced the disturbing story of a 
woman who lost her young husband in the Viet
nam War. The music evoked the sadness experi
enced by those caught up in the war and felt used 
by the government. Although some of the songs they 
sang were written by others who felt victimized, 
Brandow said, "Charlie wrote most of the songs:" 

They also sang and educated the audiences about 
other issues, including gays and lesbians being able 
to disclose their sexuality while in the military. They 
added," ... you're only as sick as your secret." 

When Rosa Parks chose not to move to the back 
of the bus early in the Civil Rights Movement, he~ 
action changed the way a large population thought. 
Whether society was ready 10 listen to her or not, 
she spoke loudly and clearly, saying, "That's 
enough." Agd her act united many. 

One song King and Brandow sang tells how Pepsi 
Cola actually wanted to buy advertising space on 
the moon. They continued the song with, "The 
dimple on your face will be advertising space." 

The two met in a folk club in Greenwich Village, 
N.Y., and were aware of each other's passion to sing 
about social issues. They hli.ve been singing on the 
road together for three years. 

W~nt to go to Mexico? 
College of the Mainland students and members of the 

Community are invited to go to Oaxaca, Mexico, with Pro
fessor Raphael Narajano July 7-Aug. 4. 

The trip to Narajano's hometown will give participants 
an opportunity to improve Spanish skills and to experi
ence one of Mexico's most beautiful cities. The summer 
program will be held at the University of Oaxaca. 

Along with the four-week option, participants can go 
on either of two separate two-week visits: July 7-July 21 
or July 21-Aug. 4. 

Up to six credit hours can be earned in Spanish I, II, Ill 
and IV as well as continuing education units for 
multicultural experience, Spanish and history. 

For information about tuition and other costs, Chuck 
Buddenhagen can be contacted at (409) 938-1211 or 1 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 517. 
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Financial services 
director busy lady 
By MATIHEW JOST 
Copy Editor 

"I've been working at College of the Mainland for seven 
and a half years now," says director of Student Financial 
Services, Rebecca Miles. 

Miles is a familiar face on the COM campus. Rebecca-
better known as Becky-Miles maintains a positive atti
tude and a ready smile, but her achievements prior to 
working at COM aren't so well-known. 

Miles began pursuing an education at Lamar Univer
sity in Beaumont where she acqui[ed her bachelor's de
gree in home economics education. Following that, Miles 
earned her master's degree in behavioral science- at the 
University of Houston-Clear Lake. 

After finishing college, Miles worked for the Univer
sity of Houston-Clear Lake for seven years as the associ
ate director of financial aid. After that she was employed 
by San Jacinto College as a financial aid counselor. 

In addition to being financial aid director, Miles also 
teaches psychology at COM. This marks her fifth year of 
teaching psychology. lt is a very interesting course," Miles 
says, "and it's fun to teach." 

la addition to teaching and working within the Finan
cial Aid Office, Miles participates in a number of extra
currk.'Ular programs as well. "l am in Psi Chi: national 
honor society in psychology," says Miles with a pleasant 
smile. " I'm th.e past president of the Rotary Club of west 
Galveston County. l'-m_also a board member of Junior 
Achievement of the Mainland. I'm in the Association of 
Texas Financial Aid Administrators and am a Texas Com-

Becky Miles, director of Student Financ:ial Service•, has been aaaiating COM atudenta In their uarch for finan
cial aid to help them continue their education. She also teaches pyachology at COM, She la a past president of 
the Rotary Club, board member of Junior Achelvement of the Mainland, a member of the Asso:eiatlon of Texas 
Financial Adminsltratora and a Texas Community College Teac:her's Associate. (Photo by Dana Sparling) 

munity CollCge Teacher's As.sociate." 
In additjon to Miles' professional career, she has been 

married to her husband, Wayne, for the past 16 years; they 
have raised two children. 

'!I have· a daughter attending the University of Hous
ton-Clear Lake and a son who is a police officer in 
Galveston County," Miles says with pride. 

Miles and her husband now contentedly share their home 

with their Boston terrier, Mae West, on a farm complete 
with cows and chickens. She loves to read suspense and 
mystery novels when not occupying herself with other 
activities such as gardening, antiquing and traveling. 

"My favorite traveling experience was in Salzburg, Aus· 
tria, because it was so beautiful," Miles says while remi
niscing on her favorite vacation, "That was where the 
Sound of Music was filmed." 

Amelang assists students' s·earch for scholarships 
By DANA SPARLING 
Assistant Editor 

Any student who does not know who Mary Ann _ 
Amelang is needs to find out. Amelang is the executive 
director of the College of the Mainland Foundation. Last 
year she helped distribute 100 scholarships to deserving 
students. 

Amelang graduated from the University of Houston 
with a bachelor 's degree in English. She started her ca-

COM Foundation Director Mary Ann Amelang stands 
in front of a painting by James Templer, vice presi
dent/dean of Instruction, located In the Publications 
and Information Office. (Photo by Dana Sparling} 
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reer at a school for deaf children in San Antonio., affili
ated with Trinity University. The school hired her as the 
director of public relations, but Amelang felt sympathy 
for the many poor students and began writing grants for 
them. She enjoyed writing grants because instead of ad
vertising a service, she could actually see that she was 
helping children and impacting people's lives. She then 
became the director of public relations and development. 
Amelang was thrilled because she found her new position 
to be "much more fun than writing." After three years, 
she moved back to Houston to strictly do grant writing. 

ln May 1999 Amelang came to College of the Main· 
land. She's always loved the college atmosphere and felt 
this would be a big job. "I like jobs where I can grow and 
I felt like this would be a job for that." Every other day 
students cOme and thank her for her help. Students are so 
appreciative, it "makes me want to go out and get more 
money;. it's great lo put money to work and help people." 

Scholarship money is gathered and put into the COM 
Foundation, which was formed in 1972 as a tax-exempt 
organization. The Foundation awards numerous scholar
ships per year. Surprisingly, it is not the government that 
donates the funds for these scholarships, they come in
stead from members of the community. The donors are 
individuals, large corporations, businesses, civic organi
zations and charitable foundations. But the majority of 
donations come from individuals who have some type of 
connection with the college. 

Last year, with Amelang's help, the Foundation's as
sets increased from $647,621 to $1,040,086, an increase 
of 60 percent. For the first time, the Foundation's total 
as.wts reached $1 million. Amelang 's ambition also helped 
the number of scholarships grow from 76 to 100. 

As spccessful as Amelang's care'er here at COM has 
been, she does have a vision for the future. Eventually her 
office should split into two separate departments, one for 
the Foundation and the other for grant development. For 
this to happen, the college would need a larger staff. Most 
colleges have at least four people to do these jobs, but 

• 

COM only has one. Ametang stated that s~e "wears two 
hats," but enjoys htir job, or jobs per say. If her vision 
ever becomes a reality, since she enjoys~handling schol
arships and raising funds, "it would be hard to decide, but 
I would do whatever's best for the college." 

With everything that Amelang does, it's hard to believe 
she has any time for herself. In her spare time, she enjoys 
writing, reading, playing tennis and, of course, raising 
funds for church activities. She also enjoys spending time 
with her husband, Eric. They have been married for 26 
years and have two children. Travis is 19 and attends Texas 
A&M University in College Station, and Nick, 15, is a 
sophomore·-at Clear Lake High.School. 

Any student interested in receiving a scholarship should 
stop by the Foundation Office and pick up an application. 
More than 100 scholarships are available, and students 
can apply for as many scholarships as they qualify for. · 

Amelang encourages all students to_ apply because ac
cording to her, there is a scholarship for everyone. Many 
students don't apply because they think their parents make 
too much ml"mey, or they must be in di.re need of money, 
or they do not po~ss a 3.5 grade point average or higher. 
All of these myths are untrue, every scholarship has dif
ferent requirements. 

"Students need to keep in mind that most scholarships 
are not nee(,i-based; your major is more 'important tha11: 
your need," Amelang stated. Most of the scholarships of
fered are for average students .. So you see, almost any 
student at COM is eligible for a scholarship. But students 
need to hurry because the application deadline to receive 
scholarships for the fall 2001 semester is March 31. 

One important factor is that all scholarships must be 
used at COM. Unfortunately, scholarship money is not 
transferrable to another college or university. Amelang is 
in the process of presenting this situation to the" board, 
and will hopefully have it resolved by next year. 

Amelang is eager to help students, so for questions or 
further information, contact her at (409) 938-1211 or 1 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 557. 
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Reeves excited about nursing program changes 
I 

By JILL R. DANNER · She lives in Bayou Vista where.site enjoys boating and after she became. pregnant. 
Staff Reporter fishing. Since her boat is docked in her yard, she goes on After Reeves raised her daughter and son, she went back 

Dr. Gay Reeves was named interim director of the Col
lege of the Mainland nursing program Jan. 2. Her task is 
to oversee the program which is on probation. 

One of Reeves' tasks is to make sure students enrolled 
in the nursing program are getting the best possible edu
cation to pass the Texas State Board examination upon 
completion of the nursing degree requirements. 

Getting prepared for the Stale Board exam is "difficult 
with our clientele base," Reeves said. "Most of our stu
dents have families and/or jobs which takes time away 
from the already rigorous curriculum. This is typical of 
any community college." 

Reeves meets once a week with Vice· President/Dean 
of Instruction James Tenipler to discuss ways to help nurs
ing students graduate. Three years ago the state mandated 
a stringent 80 percent requirement for students to pass on 
first-time exams. 

The passing rate of 80 percent is not only a COM goal 
but a regufation of the State Board which sought stricter 
standards three years ago. 

COM, one of many Texas colleges on probation for be
low-par test scores, was not allowed to enroll freshmen 
for the 2000-2001 school year. Reeves is optimistic that 
by fall 2001 the situation will be corrected. 

"There are several new systems,'.' Reeves said. "The 
cur:riculum, tests, grading and overall help with study pro
grams have been added or improved on." 

Reeves is excited about the changes made in the nurs
ing program. 

"The president of COM (Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes) 
has agreed to hire a sub-contractor from the State Board's 
ENCLEX pr6gram," Reeves said. "This will provide a 
three-day inte'nsive study assistance program to ensure a 
100 percent success rate this April." She added, "The presi
dent and dean really understand the nursing curriculum." 

Reeves also has faith in the COM nursing professors, 
all of whom are tenured except for Reeves and another 
professor. She is working on her tenure file now and hopes 
to have it prepared by summer. 

the water frequently. "I just love all the wildlife here." to college in her 30s and achieved her lo.!lg-term goal to 
When not in her boat, she can be found in Houston ~ecome a nurse. 

with her daughter who has a master's degree in counsel- She earned a bachelor's degree in nursing in 1985 from 
ing. Reeves ranks spending quality time with her chil- Mississippi State University in Starkville. In 1987 she 
dren a favorite past-time. "I have a close relationship with earned a master's degree from the University of Alabama 
my daughter; we always have something fun to do." in Birmingham in adult health nursing. specializing in criti-

Reeves also is very proud of her son who received a cal care. Reeves also earned a doctorate in education from 
master's degree in music and has several Baldwin Pianos Mississippi Stale University in 1993. 
stores along the East Coast. He is married, has two chit- Since coming to COM in spring 1998,"Reeves has taught 
dren and lives in Florida. critical care and pathophysiology. She was nominated by 

After high school Reeves completed one year of col- her students for Outstanding Instructor of the Year in spring 
lege but had to put her dream of being a nurse on hold 2000 and was presented an award for teaching excellence. 

Dr. Gay Reeves, Interim director of the COM nursing program, lakes a small break from her multi.tasking of 
ensuring students receive quality education, attending meetings, lecturing classes and keeping up with her 
personal life. Reeves is dedicated to making a 100 percent passing rate for all nursing stu~nts this April. She 
has added an ENCLEX study program for nursing students. (Photo by JIii R. Danrutr) 

Memory improvement helps students Career fair open to 
students, community 

James Shippy, COM associate dean, gives students 
tips on how lo Improve lime management and memory 
retention skills In LRC-131. (Photo by Dana Sparling) 

By MATI'HEW JOST 
Copy Editor 

For individ1.1als like myself who happen to find memory 
retention more challenging than· the infomtation itself, 

this story is for you. 

• 
• 

College of the Mainland associate dean of Student Ser
vices, James Shippy, hosted a Time Management/Memory 
Improvement workshop during College Hour in the 
Leaming Resources Center Auditorium Feb. 1. 

Although attendance was low, participation among 
those who were present was high, which gave the work
shop an interactive atmosphere. Shippy began by pass
ing out a checklist of different qualities important to good 
note taking and time management. It was the first of a 
number of helpful handouts that provided important tips 
on how to improve memory and spend time more wisely. 

In addition to the informative papers and transparen
cies, Shippy g~ve an engaging lecture which participants 
appeared to find inspirational. Among the things he cov
ered were the importance of creating a schedule and keep
ing to it, as well as good note-taking skills. 

Everything '~cannot be memorized," Shippy said; there
fore, a key element .of retaining information is the art of 
note-taking. When notes aren't available, however, Shippy 
suggested that an individual use visualization and orga
nization to·keep priority information close in mind. Shippy 
used a grocery store as an example, declaring that infor
mation should be organized in a similar manner. 

Shippy also f:rused on certain aspects of daily life that 
hin.der the mind s ability to retain large sums of informa
tion. He named personal lack of priority, cluttered desks, 
procrastination and a list of other unsavory traits that 
hinder memory retention. 

Beyond all the techniques Shippy provided, the per· 
sonal characteristic he stressed frequently was having a 
good attitude. "Really keep a positive altitude and give it 
your best shot," Shippy said in closing. "l and everyone 
else here (at COM) want you to be successful." 

By JILL R. DANNER 
Staff Reporter ' 

College of the Mainland and the Texas C~y Gulf 
Coast Career Center will sponsor a Career Fair 
March 21 at the Nessler Center in Texas City. The 
doors will open al 10 a.m., and the fair will end at 
2 p.m. Participants· should arrive early at the fair 
whictl Ii free and open to 1he public. 

A f~ van service will leave the campus to take 
students to the fair from 9:30 a.m.-1;30 p.m. Stu
dents must present a valid a,M It) lo ride the vans. 

Several industrjes will be present and 80 tables 
wiU be available. Patricia WilliamsfdirectorofCa.. 
reer Services, is asking students to submit resumes 
so that a file can be created for them in the Career 
Services center. 

Professional attire Ii expected at the fair, W'dl
iams said. Process technology students may wear 

busin~ casual. 
Also, students are encouraged to attend the free 

luncheon and Dress for Success fashion show Feb. 
27 at noon in the Student Center. 

On March 1 Q free How to·Work a Career Fair 
workshop will be offered in ~the Career Services 
office on the second floor of the Student Center at 
12:JOp.m. 

For more information call Williams at ( 409) 
938-1211 or I (888) 258-8859, Eltt. 529. 
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Financial services 
director busy lady 
By MATIHEW JOST 
Copy Editor 

"I've been working at College of the Mainland for seven 
and a half years now," says director of Student Financial 
Services, Rebecca Miles. 

Miles is a familiar face on the COM campus. Rebecca-
better known as Becky-Miles maintains a positive atti
tude and a ready smile, but her achievements prior to 
working at COM aren't so well-known. 

Miles began pursuing an education at Lamar Univer
sity in Beaumont where she acqui[ed her bachelor's de
gree in home economics education. Following that, Miles 
earned her master's degree in behavioral science- at the 
University of Houston-Clear Lake. 

After finishing college, Miles worked for the Univer
sity of Houston-Clear Lake for seven years as the associ
ate director of financial aid. After that she was employed 
by San Jacinto College as a financial aid counselor. 

In addition to being financial aid director, Miles also 
teaches psychology at COM. This marks her fifth year of 
teaching psychology. lt is a very interesting course," Miles 
says, "and it's fun to teach." 

la addition to teaching and working within the Finan
cial Aid Office, Miles participates in a number of extra
currk.'Ular programs as well. "l am in Psi Chi: national 
honor society in psychology," says Miles with a pleasant 
smile. " I'm th.e past president of the Rotary Club of west 
Galveston County. l'-m_also a board member of Junior 
Achievement of the Mainland. I'm in the Association of 
Texas Financial Aid Administrators and am a Texas Com-

Becky Miles, director of Student Financ:ial Service•, has been aaaiating COM atudenta In their uarch for finan
cial aid to help them continue their education. She also teaches pyachology at COM, She la a past president of 
the Rotary Club, board member of Junior Achelvement of the Mainland, a member of the Asso:eiatlon of Texas 
Financial Adminsltratora and a Texas Community College Teac:her's Associate. (Photo by Dana Sparling) 

munity CollCge Teacher's As.sociate." 
In additjon to Miles' professional career, she has been 

married to her husband, Wayne, for the past 16 years; they 
have raised two children. 

'!I have· a daughter attending the University of Hous
ton-Clear Lake and a son who is a police officer in 
Galveston County," Miles says with pride. 

Miles and her husband now contentedly share their home 

with their Boston terrier, Mae West, on a farm complete 
with cows and chickens. She loves to read suspense and 
mystery novels when not occupying herself with other 
activities such as gardening, antiquing and traveling. 

"My favorite traveling experience was in Salzburg, Aus· 
tria, because it was so beautiful," Miles says while remi
niscing on her favorite vacation, "That was where the 
Sound of Music was filmed." 

Amelang assists students' s·earch for scholarships 
By DANA SPARLING 
Assistant Editor 

Any student who does not know who Mary Ann _ 
Amelang is needs to find out. Amelang is the executive 
director of the College of the Mainland Foundation. Last 
year she helped distribute 100 scholarships to deserving 
students. 

Amelang graduated from the University of Houston 
with a bachelor 's degree in English. She started her ca-

COM Foundation Director Mary Ann Amelang stands 
in front of a painting by James Templer, vice presi
dent/dean of Instruction, located In the Publications 
and Information Office. (Photo by Dana Sparling} 
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reer at a school for deaf children in San Antonio., affili
ated with Trinity University. The school hired her as the 
director of public relations, but Amelang felt sympathy 
for the many poor students and began writing grants for 
them. She enjoyed writing grants because instead of ad
vertising a service, she could actually see that she was 
helping children and impacting people's lives. She then 
became the director of public relations and development. 
Amelang was thrilled because she found her new position 
to be "much more fun than writing." After three years, 
she moved back to Houston to strictly do grant writing. 

ln May 1999 Amelang came to College of the Main· 
land. She's always loved the college atmosphere and felt 
this would be a big job. "I like jobs where I can grow and 
I felt like this would be a job for that." Every other day 
students cOme and thank her for her help. Students are so 
appreciative, it "makes me want to go out and get more 
money;. it's great lo put money to work and help people." 

Scholarship money is gathered and put into the COM 
Foundation, which was formed in 1972 as a tax-exempt 
organization. The Foundation awards numerous scholar
ships per year. Surprisingly, it is not the government that 
donates the funds for these scholarships, they come in
stead from members of the community. The donors are 
individuals, large corporations, businesses, civic organi
zations and charitable foundations. But the majority of 
donations come from individuals who have some type of 
connection with the college. 

Last year, with Amelang's help, the Foundation's as
sets increased from $647,621 to $1,040,086, an increase 
of 60 percent. For the first time, the Foundation's total 
as.wts reached $1 million. Amelang 's ambition also helped 
the number of scholarships grow from 76 to 100. 

As spccessful as Amelang's care'er here at COM has 
been, she does have a vision for the future. Eventually her 
office should split into two separate departments, one for 
the Foundation and the other for grant development. For 
this to happen, the college would need a larger staff. Most 
colleges have at least four people to do these jobs, but 

• 

COM only has one. Ametang stated that s~e "wears two 
hats," but enjoys htir job, or jobs per say. If her vision 
ever becomes a reality, since she enjoys~handling schol
arships and raising funds, "it would be hard to decide, but 
I would do whatever's best for the college." 

With everything that Amelang does, it's hard to believe 
she has any time for herself. In her spare time, she enjoys 
writing, reading, playing tennis and, of course, raising 
funds for church activities. She also enjoys spending time 
with her husband, Eric. They have been married for 26 
years and have two children. Travis is 19 and attends Texas 
A&M University in College Station, and Nick, 15, is a 
sophomore·-at Clear Lake High.School. 

Any student interested in receiving a scholarship should 
stop by the Foundation Office and pick up an application. 
More than 100 scholarships are available, and students 
can apply for as many scholarships as they qualify for. · 

Amelang encourages all students to_ apply because ac
cording to her, there is a scholarship for everyone. Many 
students don't apply because they think their parents make 
too much ml"mey, or they must be in di.re need of money, 
or they do not po~ss a 3.5 grade point average or higher. 
All of these myths are untrue, every scholarship has dif
ferent requirements. 

"Students need to keep in mind that most scholarships 
are not nee(,i-based; your major is more 'important tha11: 
your need," Amelang stated. Most of the scholarships of
fered are for average students .. So you see, almost any 
student at COM is eligible for a scholarship. But students 
need to hurry because the application deadline to receive 
scholarships for the fall 2001 semester is March 31. 

One important factor is that all scholarships must be 
used at COM. Unfortunately, scholarship money is not 
transferrable to another college or university. Amelang is 
in the process of presenting this situation to the" board, 
and will hopefully have it resolved by next year. 

Amelang is eager to help students, so for questions or 
further information, contact her at (409) 938-1211 or 1 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 557. 
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Reeves excited about nursing program changes 
I 

By JILL R. DANNER · She lives in Bayou Vista where.site enjoys boating and after she became. pregnant. 
Staff Reporter fishing. Since her boat is docked in her yard, she goes on After Reeves raised her daughter and son, she went back 

Dr. Gay Reeves was named interim director of the Col
lege of the Mainland nursing program Jan. 2. Her task is 
to oversee the program which is on probation. 

One of Reeves' tasks is to make sure students enrolled 
in the nursing program are getting the best possible edu
cation to pass the Texas State Board examination upon 
completion of the nursing degree requirements. 

Getting prepared for the Stale Board exam is "difficult 
with our clientele base," Reeves said. "Most of our stu
dents have families and/or jobs which takes time away 
from the already rigorous curriculum. This is typical of 
any community college." 

Reeves meets once a week with Vice· President/Dean 
of Instruction James Tenipler to discuss ways to help nurs
ing students graduate. Three years ago the state mandated 
a stringent 80 percent requirement for students to pass on 
first-time exams. 

The passing rate of 80 percent is not only a COM goal 
but a regufation of the State Board which sought stricter 
standards three years ago. 

COM, one of many Texas colleges on probation for be
low-par test scores, was not allowed to enroll freshmen 
for the 2000-2001 school year. Reeves is optimistic that 
by fall 2001 the situation will be corrected. 

"There are several new systems,'.' Reeves said. "The 
cur:riculum, tests, grading and overall help with study pro
grams have been added or improved on." 

Reeves is excited about the changes made in the nurs
ing program. 

"The president of COM (Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes) 
has agreed to hire a sub-contractor from the State Board's 
ENCLEX pr6gram," Reeves said. "This will provide a 
three-day inte'nsive study assistance program to ensure a 
100 percent success rate this April." She added, "The presi
dent and dean really understand the nursing curriculum." 

Reeves also has faith in the COM nursing professors, 
all of whom are tenured except for Reeves and another 
professor. She is working on her tenure file now and hopes 
to have it prepared by summer. 

the water frequently. "I just love all the wildlife here." to college in her 30s and achieved her lo.!lg-term goal to 
When not in her boat, she can be found in Houston ~ecome a nurse. 

with her daughter who has a master's degree in counsel- She earned a bachelor's degree in nursing in 1985 from 
ing. Reeves ranks spending quality time with her chil- Mississippi State University in Starkville. In 1987 she 
dren a favorite past-time. "I have a close relationship with earned a master's degree from the University of Alabama 
my daughter; we always have something fun to do." in Birmingham in adult health nursing. specializing in criti-

Reeves also is very proud of her son who received a cal care. Reeves also earned a doctorate in education from 
master's degree in music and has several Baldwin Pianos Mississippi Stale University in 1993. 
stores along the East Coast. He is married, has two chit- Since coming to COM in spring 1998,"Reeves has taught 
dren and lives in Florida. critical care and pathophysiology. She was nominated by 

After high school Reeves completed one year of col- her students for Outstanding Instructor of the Year in spring 
lege but had to put her dream of being a nurse on hold 2000 and was presented an award for teaching excellence. 

Dr. Gay Reeves, Interim director of the COM nursing program, lakes a small break from her multi.tasking of 
ensuring students receive quality education, attending meetings, lecturing classes and keeping up with her 
personal life. Reeves is dedicated to making a 100 percent passing rate for all nursing stu~nts this April. She 
has added an ENCLEX study program for nursing students. (Photo by JIii R. Danrutr) 

Memory improvement helps students Career fair open to 
students, community 

James Shippy, COM associate dean, gives students 
tips on how lo Improve lime management and memory 
retention skills In LRC-131. (Photo by Dana Sparling) 

By MATI'HEW JOST 
Copy Editor 

For individ1.1als like myself who happen to find memory 
retention more challenging than· the infomtation itself, 

this story is for you. 

• 
• 

College of the Mainland associate dean of Student Ser
vices, James Shippy, hosted a Time Management/Memory 
Improvement workshop during College Hour in the 
Leaming Resources Center Auditorium Feb. 1. 

Although attendance was low, participation among 
those who were present was high, which gave the work
shop an interactive atmosphere. Shippy began by pass
ing out a checklist of different qualities important to good 
note taking and time management. It was the first of a 
number of helpful handouts that provided important tips 
on how to improve memory and spend time more wisely. 

In addition to the informative papers and transparen
cies, Shippy g~ve an engaging lecture which participants 
appeared to find inspirational. Among the things he cov
ered were the importance of creating a schedule and keep
ing to it, as well as good note-taking skills. 

Everything '~cannot be memorized," Shippy said; there
fore, a key element .of retaining information is the art of 
note-taking. When notes aren't available, however, Shippy 
suggested that an individual use visualization and orga
nization to·keep priority information close in mind. Shippy 
used a grocery store as an example, declaring that infor
mation should be organized in a similar manner. 

Shippy also f:rused on certain aspects of daily life that 
hin.der the mind s ability to retain large sums of informa
tion. He named personal lack of priority, cluttered desks, 
procrastination and a list of other unsavory traits that 
hinder memory retention. 

Beyond all the techniques Shippy provided, the per· 
sonal characteristic he stressed frequently was having a 
good attitude. "Really keep a positive altitude and give it 
your best shot," Shippy said in closing. "l and everyone 
else here (at COM) want you to be successful." 

By JILL R. DANNER 
Staff Reporter ' 

College of the Mainland and the Texas C~y Gulf 
Coast Career Center will sponsor a Career Fair 
March 21 at the Nessler Center in Texas City. The 
doors will open al 10 a.m., and the fair will end at 
2 p.m. Participants· should arrive early at the fair 
whictl Ii free and open to 1he public. 

A f~ van service will leave the campus to take 
students to the fair from 9:30 a.m.-1;30 p.m. Stu
dents must present a valid a,M It) lo ride the vans. 

Several industrjes will be present and 80 tables 
wiU be available. Patricia WilliamsfdirectorofCa.. 
reer Services, is asking students to submit resumes 
so that a file can be created for them in the Career 
Services center. 

Professional attire Ii expected at the fair, W'dl
iams said. Process technology students may wear 

busin~ casual. 
Also, students are encouraged to attend the free 

luncheon and Dress for Success fashion show Feb. 
27 at noon in the Student Center. 

On March 1 Q free How to·Work a Career Fair 
workshop will be offered in ~the Career Services 
office on the second floor of the Student Center at 
12:JOp.m. 

For more information call Williams at ( 409) 
938-1211 or I (888) 258-8859, Eltt. 529. 
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Campus Life 

Several teams competed for the first place position during the 3-0n-3 basketball tournament held in the Gym 
Jan. 31. The winning team-Dominique Green, Keith Sumrall, Eloi Perry and David Hicks-will represent COM at 
the GCIC Sports Day to be hosted by Lee College In Baytown Mare:h 22. (Photo by JIii R. Danner) 

Basketball players 
prep for Sports Day 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board 
hosts several sporting events each semester. A Student/ 
Employee 3 on 3 Basketball Tournament was held Jan. 
31 at 2 p.m. in the Gym in preparntion for lhe biannual 
Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day. The 
event will be held this semester at Lee College March 22. 

Sixteen ·eight-minute games were played by five teams 
to determine which one would represent COM at Sports 
Day. The winning team of the tournament-Dominique 
Green, Keith Sumrall, Eloi Perry and David Hicks-were 
asked to play in the Sports Day tournament. 

SAB will host several upcoming sports events. 
'The Racquetball Tournament for COM students and the 

community will be held al the COM racquetball court Feb. 
26-27 at 6 p.m. A Student/Employee 3 on 3 Basketball 
Tournamep.t is set for ·Feb. 28 at 2 p.m. in the Gym. A 
Student/Employee Tennis Tournament for the GCIC 
Sports Day will be played at the COM tennis courts March 

5 at 3 p.m. 
For more information about any of these events, con

tact Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs and Student 
Activities coordinator, at ( 409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 418. 

Clubs on campus offer students choices, variety 
BY DAVID WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter 

A variety of clubs are available at College of the Main
land ranging from culture-based to career-based. Most of 
the clubs are open to anyone enrolled in credit or con
tinuing education courses at COM; some are open to lhe 
surrounding community. 

Student Government, which strives to promote student 
, participation and decision-making at the college, has 
stricter standards for its members than other COM clubs 
have for their members. 
· Students must have a 2.0 grade point average to belong 
to Student Govermenl. To run for Student Government 
president, students musl be sophomores or have at least 
30 credit hours. Any student may run for the other of
fices, said James Shippy, Student Government adviser. 

March 22: Sports Day 
By MICHAEL K. SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland will participate in lhe 
Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day 
hosted by Lee College in Baytown March 22. 

The events are basketball, softball, volleyball, 
tennis, table tennis, racquetball and eight.ball. 

A separate GCIC Sports Day for beach volley
ball and golf will be held in Galveston April 26. 
Beach volleyball will be at Stuart Beach. The golf 
tounament will be on the Municipal Golf Course. 

For free transportation to events on March 22, 
a school van leaves {rom parking IC?t "C" al 7 a.m. 

Competitors are Jtlvin, Brazosport, Galveston, 
Houston, North Harris, Kingwood, Tomball, San 
Jacinto North, South and Central, and Wharton. 

For more information call Maryann Urick, Rec
reational Programs coordinator, at (409) 938-1211 
or l-(888) 258-8859. Ext. 418. 

However, students do not have to be active in another 
club to belong to Student Government. Those who wish 
to run for Student Government must collect 25 signatures 
from the sti.ident body. Each tenn lasts one year. For more 
information call Shippy at (409) 935-1211 or 1 (888) 258-
8859. Ext.413. 

The COM Amigos' goal is to celebrate diversity while 
concentrating mainly on Hispanic heritage. Amigos par
ticipate in Cinco de Mayo parades and 3.re active in the 
community in other aspects. 

· For the past two years Amigos have been active in the 
Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation. The group 
abo is activC in charity events during the Thanksgiving 
holidays, donating turkeys to needy families. 

The only requirement for membership is to be willing 
to promote Hispanic heritage. For information call advis
ers Rafael Naranjo at Ext. 212 or Alice Whistler, Ext. 483. 

The Organization of African American Culture is open 
to all students, staff and-faculty. The multicultural group 
tries to promote unity through music, food and theater. 
The OAAC also is active in the community, especially 
with the students in the surrounding area. 

OAAC sponsors dances at COM, co-hosts assemblies 
at local schools and is active in the Boys and Girls Club. 
In addition, OAAC awards scholarships to the most pro
ductive OAAC students. For more information contact 
Jeanette Slaughter at Ext. 422. 

The Vocal Senate is open to music students who have 
an interest in vocal arts. The group holds at least one con
cert a year at COf'-1 and sings at other events. For more 
information contact adviser James Heffel at Ext. 200. 

The Instrumental Musicians fjuild, which is open to 
both musicians and vocalists at COM, strives to bring to
gether fellow music majors to better prepare them for ca
reeP.S in music. The a4viser also brings in established 
groups to talk with the aspiring musicians lo encourage 
them in their musical endeavors. For more information 
contact Sparky Koerner at Ext. 347. 

The Geology Club, which is open to students in geol
ogy classes, lakes excursions to various places to learn 
about the environment. The club is open to the commu
nity for the out-of-town trip it takes per semester. This 
semester's trip is to Kerrvillle State Park from April 6-8. 

I 

Fees for the trip are $50 for students and $55 for non
students. Registration deaQline is in March. A $20 deposit 
which is refundable up to a week before the trip, is re
quired. For more information contact adviser Dave 
Hansmire at Ext. 333. 

CO M's nursing club, the Texas Student Nurse Associa
tion, seeks to create a pre-professional atmosphere for the 
students. The group provides programs to caution people 
about diseases. The association also puts on community 
projects, such as checking school children for lice and 
preparing a spaghetti dinner for hungry families. For more 
information contact adviser Diane Fasano at Ext. 458, Joan 
Mader at Ext. 452, or Debbie Bastien at Ext. 459. 

The Student Activities Board is open to any .COM stu
dent in a credit course. The club plans~ develops and coll
ducts programs for the college community. SAB awards 
scholarships to the five most involved members. For more 
information contact Maryann Urick at Ext. 418. 

The Outdoor Club is for students who enjoy nature and 
outdoor activities. All students and community members 
are eligible to go on trips With the club. A $15 fee 'is re
quired to cover the cost of the monthly newsletter and the 
shirt that is provided. 

Two trips are left this semester; the first is a canoe trip 
to the Guadalupe River April 12-15; the second is a ca
noe trip to the Medina River May 18-20. Fdr more infor
mation contact Urick at Ext. 418. 

Phi Theta Kappa, the International Honor Society for 
the Two-Year College, recognizes students who excel in 
academics. Schplarships, career placement resources,. 
leadership development and servii;.::e opportunities are 
some of the benefits for members. 

To apply for membership," students must have completed 
12 college leVel hours at COM, have a 3.600 grade point 
average and must currently be enrolled in at least one credit 
hour. Students must be inducted formally and pay a one
lime fee of $55. PTK advisers are Leslie Richardson and 
Cindy Lucas. For more information, contact Richardson 
at Ext. 329 or Lucas at Ext. 326. 

Students for Christ is a non-denominational club that 
brings the Gospel pf Jesus to COM. It's open to anyone 
willing to promote fellowship. For more information, con-
tact Tammy Stafford at Ext. 417. · 

• 

• 
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Galveston hosts Mardi Gras parades 
By JON NELSON 
Staff Reporter 

You might wonder what pancakes have to do with Mardi 
Gras, or why some Catholics and Protestants still call it 

Pancake Day. 
Fat Tuesday, which falls between Feb. 2 and March 9-

this year on Feb. 27-closes the pre-Lenten season. It is a 
literal translation of what the French call Mardi Gras. The 
name originated from the custom of marching a fatted ox 
through the streets of Paris on Fal Tuesday. 

There are, of course, other names for the Old World 
holiday. The Germans call it Fetter Dienstag. In England 
it is known as Shrove Tuesday-the Shrove part coming 
from the "shrives," or penances, that contrite worshipers 
said throughout the. Middle Ages. 

Yet long after the Reformation there are still those who 
squeeze in the last-minute eggs and fat, eating pancakes 
that will be given up fdr the Lenten fasts following Ash 
Wednesday, the day that inaugurates the Lenten season. 

In 1930 English poet T.S. Eliot wrote his conversion 
poem "Ash Wednesday" about the spiritual meaning of 
lhe transition into Lent through the eyes o'f a penitent. ln 
it he mentioned "those who are torn on the horn between 

season and season," an allusion to Paris ' fat ox, but now 
a condition which many become acutely aware of the 
morning after a night of celebrating . 

The atmosphere that makes the American holiday 
commerically successful is about as authentically French 

as EuroDisney. Yet Americans love it. In England, they 
just get out and play soccer, maybe show off the horses. 

Our own public celebration of Mardi Gras on Galveston 
Island goes back to 1867, but it was 17 years ago that 
George P. Mitchell, a local Galveston developer, adopted 
the French holiday that to most Americans is synonymous 
with parades, drinking, beads and New Orleans. 

This year live entertainment will be set up on a stage 
located at 23rd and Strand streets from 7 p.m. to mid
night on Friday, Feb. 23. The Saturday entertainment be
gins at IO a.m. and lasts until midnight on Feb. 24. Al
though Friday admission is $10 at the gate, tickets can be 
purchased through Tickelmaster for $5. Saturday admis
sion is $15 at the gate and $10 through Ticketmaster. 

On Feb. 24, shuttle buses will run every 30 minutes. 
For more information on the shullles call the Island Tran
sit at (409) 797-3900. 

For tickets to Mardi Gras call (713) 639-3700. 
For pancakes you could try IHOP. 

Americans need to change 'SAD' habits 
By DAVID WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter 

Just about everyone could use some help when it comes 
to nutrition, and that is why Dr. Steven Whiting, who 
works ro} the Institution of Nutritional Science, gave a 

lecture on nutrition at College of the Mainland Jan. 31. 
His mission wcls not to explain what, but rather how lack 
of proper nutrition affects people's health. 

The main focus of his presentation was d·iabetes and 
why it is so common. He also spoke about arteriosclero
sis (the hardening of the artery walls) and why physicians 
think it is caused by too much cholesterol. 

Whiting said that diabetes is prevalent because people 
are SAD. Not "sad" but SAD, meaning the Standard 
American Diet, a diet that is spreading more and more 
throughout the world. This diet consists of high fats, small 
amounts of fruits and vegetables, and a lot of deep-fried 
food. Whiting said the way to cut the negative effects of 
this diet is to change e3.ting habits. 

1. People should eliminate all vegetable oil except ol
ive oil which is a monosaturate, meaning it does not bond 
with oxygen like other vegetable oils. 

2. People should have a moderate fat intake. 
3. They should eat raw foods such as fruits and veg

etables because when heat is applied, the nutrients are 
removed from the food. 

4. People should eat more high protein foods, and they 

should exercise because the heart is a muscle and lhe heart 
needs to be "worked." 

Whiting also spoke about arteriosclerosis which, ac
cording lo physicians, is caused by too much cholesterol. 
Cholesterol is vital to sustain life. If lhe level ever drops 
below 150 percent, the chance of a brain hemorrhage in
creases 10 fold. Also, whereas 90 percent of cholesterol 
is created by the body, only 10 percent is consumed. Whit
ing explained that QVer tinie arteries become weak and 
eventually break, causing a hole. When blood passes over 
lhe hole, it patches the artery just like a scab on the skin 
does. This scab causes a calcium buildup which in tum 
attracts or collects cholesterol causing the hardening of 
ttie arteries. So when doctors perfonn hea_rt surgery, Whit
ing said, they see cholesterol in the arteries and that is 
why cholesterol has such a bad reputation. 

According to an e-mail announcing Dr. Whiting's lec
ture, he has appeared on hundreds of television and radio 
programs in the United States and Europe. He also has 
written several books, the latest of which is You Can Be 
Well Al Any Age: Your Definitive Guide To Health And 
Longevity. _ 

Whiting said people can do several things to help them
selves from becoming a negative health statistic: slop 
abusing prescription drugs, the fifth l~ading cause of 
death; start getting all required nutrients, more than 100 
are needed daily; arid eat healthy today to help your body 
tomorrow. 

The COM Student Government presents COMunlty with a certificate of appreciation. COMunlty donc!tad funds to 
the Student Government to aS1ist with their Christmas food drive. The funds were then_dlstlbuted to needy 
students on campus. Pictured from left are Anthony Castelllne, Marlo Lazano, James Shippy, Diane Faust, Alice 
Watford, Dana Sparling, Robin Larson, Michele Nguyen and Amelio Vega. (Photo by Walter Kessler) 
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Charlie King and Karen Brandow perform their 
political songs Feb. 5 in the LRC-131. The couple 
who have visited COM for several years gave 
three performances. (Photo by Dana Sparling) 

Folk singers relate 
life issues to music 
By JILL R. DANNER · 
Staff Reporter ., 

Are fairness, compassion and current events im
portant 10 you? Charlie King and Karen Brandow 
show they are, as they sing the blues in a grassy , 
sort of way. They gave three performances at Col-
lege of the Mainland Feb. 5. -

The duo introduced the disturbing story of a 
woman who lost her young husband in the Viet
nam War. The music evoked the sadness experi
enced by those caught up in the war and felt used 
by the government. Although some of the songs they 
sang were written by others who felt victimized, 
Brandow said, "Charlie wrote most of the songs:" 

They also sang and educated the audiences about 
other issues, including gays and lesbians being able 
to disclose their sexuality while in the military. They 
added," ... you're only as sick as your secret." 

When Rosa Parks chose not to move to the back 
of the bus early in the Civil Rights Movement, he~ 
action changed the way a large population thought. 
Whether society was ready 10 listen to her or not, 
she spoke loudly and clearly, saying, "That's 
enough." Agd her act united many. 

One song King and Brandow sang tells how Pepsi 
Cola actually wanted to buy advertising space on 
the moon. They continued the song with, "The 
dimple on your face will be advertising space." 

The two met in a folk club in Greenwich Village, 
N.Y., and were aware of each other's passion to sing 
about social issues. They hli.ve been singing on the 
road together for three years. 

W~nt to go to Mexico? 
College of the Mainland students and members of the 

Community are invited to go to Oaxaca, Mexico, with Pro
fessor Raphael Narajano July 7-Aug. 4. 

The trip to Narajano's hometown will give participants 
an opportunity to improve Spanish skills and to experi
ence one of Mexico's most beautiful cities. The summer 
program will be held at the University of Oaxaca. 

Along with the four-week option, participants can go 
on either of two separate two-week visits: July 7-July 21 
or July 21-Aug. 4. 

Up to six credit hours can be earned in Spanish I, II, Ill 
and IV as well as continuing education units for 
multicultural experience, Spanish and history. 

For information about tuition and other costs, Chuck 
Buddenhagen can be contacted at (409) 938-1211 or 1 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 517. 
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Blood donors rewarded with T-shirts 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Seventy~ight people gave the "gift of life" at the blood 
dJive hosted by the Student Activit_ies Board on Feb. 6 
and Feb. 7 from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the College of the 
Mainland Student Center. ' 

The Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center once again ad* 
ministered the biannual event. 

The Blood Center, which supplies blood to several hos
pitals in the Galveston area, has administered blood drives 
at COM for a number of years. 

On Feb. 6, 33 units of blood were collected of which 
27 were whole blood units and six were double red cell 

units. _Seven people were deferred because they did not 
meet the qualifications to donate. 

On Feb. 7, 45 units were collected of which 31 were 
whole blood units and 14 double red cell units. There were 
10 deferrals. Free T-shirts were given to all donators. 

In order to give whole blood units, a person must meet 
cenain' requirements inclllding being 18-70 years old, hav
ing a minimum weight of 110 pounds, not having taken 
certain medications within a 24 hour period and not hav.* 
ing given blood within the past eight weeks. 

To give double red blood cells, separate requirements 
must be met, including a specific height and weight range 
and having type "O" blood, either negative or positive. 

The next blood drive will be held Oct. 2-3. 

Writing Center open 
to all COM students 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland Humanities Team is of* 
fering w'riting tutortals at the W.riting Center. The tutori* 
als will no longe.r be held in Suite B of the LRC. 

The Writing Center has been relocated to the right-hand 
comer of the mezzanine upstairs in the Leaming Resources 
Center Library. Signs are posted in the library to assist 
students with locating the center's office. 

The center, staffed by English professors, is available 
to students needing help with brainstorming, focusing on 
one idea, clarifying topics, overcoming writing weak
nesses and developing writing strengths. However, the 
center's tutors will not edit papers, rewrite sentences, pro* 
vide topics or discuss grades given by other professors, 
said Writing Center director, Dr. Gilchrist White. 

The Developmental Writing Lab professors tutor in L-
248 of the LRC; they are available to students needing 

' help with grammar or mechanical problems. Computer
aided instruction also is available in L-248. 
* An e-mail address also is set up for students whose 
schedules do not allow them to meet with the tutors. Stu* 
dents may e-mail specific questions about their papers to 
<writingcenter@mail.mainland.cc.tx.us>. They should 
not e*mail their papers without addressing specific con* 
cerns. Dr. White hopes lo answer e-mails within 24 hours. 

The Writing Center hours are Mondays, Tuesdays an9 
Wednesdays 8:30*9:30 a.m. with Dr. Drew Nelson; Mon
days and Wednesdays 3:30-4:50 p.m. with Ouida 
Sanmann; Tuesdays -1:30*2:50 p.m. and 4:30-5:45 p.m. 
with Brenda Brown; Thursdays 9-9:30 a.m. and 11-1:30 
p.m. with Dr. Mark Sanders and 4:30-5:45 with Astrid H. 
Lowery; and Fridays 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. with Dr. White. 

Developmental Writing Lab hours are Mondays 12:30-
1:50 p.m. with Clint Hunter; Mondays and TueSdays 2-
3:20 p.m. with Carolyn Sharer; Tuesdays and Thursdays 
11-12:20 p.m. with Dr. Janith Stephenson, reading pro
fessor, and Thursdays' 8-9:30 a.m. again with Hunter. 

For questions call (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, 
Ext. 220, Writing Center, or Ext. 218, Developmental Lab. 

~lntarCOM COM Foundation offers scholarships 
Managing Edilor 
Assistaat Ediior 
Copy Editor 
Pb.otognphy Editor 
Onli.u.e Editor 

STAFF REPORTERS 
Jill R. Danner 
Jon Nelson 
Robin Roberts 
Fabian Sifuentes 
Michael K. Smith 
David Wright 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 
A()fil Brandon 
Jill R. Danner 
Robin Larson 
Dana Sparling 

lA YOUT EDlTOR 
April Brandon 

CARTOONIST 
Brad Stephenson 

INTERCOM ADVISER 
Astrid H. Lowery 

" 

APRIL BRANOON 
DANA SPARLING 
MA ITHEW JOST 
ROBIN LARSON 
BRAD STEVENSON 

ln!e rCOM, a Tens fnlcrc"<lll<gi;>te Press A-,ciation awud-winning n,:1,1'lf'l'ptr, is 
prod~ by and for student, of College of the Mainland: l20U Amburn Road: Texns 
Ci ty, Tens 77591: (40'1) 11311-12 11 or l (!!t!,!j) 2.5H-M511, Ext .li4. • -m•i l 
<alowery@mail.mainlaod.re.tx . ...,.. Colle~ ot' The Mainland is an Affinnoti~e A,;
tioo/Equal Opportunity ln>l iluliun unJ docs ootdis<.riminate 00\ Ille b"asis o>f racc,color. 
naliona.J ·origin. >ex.age, religion. haDdic.p or Vietnam Vetuan ,mus. 

' 

By ROBIN LARSON 
Photography Editor 

Would you like to be awarded a scholarship for all ·the 
hard work you have accomplished in school? The College 
of the Mainland Foundation awards scholarships to sfu* 
dents for their hard work and dedication. 

The COM Foundation offers an array of scholarships 
for full-time, part-time, non-credit and vocational students. 
Each year the Foundation awards 100 scholarships to stu
dents with different majors and career aspirations. 

The Foundation is a non*profit organization that receives 
funds from donors who fund scholarships on an annual or 
one-time basis. · 

The deadline to apply for a scholarship for next year is 
March 31. Appli'-;ationsmay be picked up in the Founda* 
tion Office in the Administration Building. 

If a student is awarded a scholarship, it will be appli
.cable for the fall 2001 and spring 2002 semesters. The 
scholarships, however, do not pay for summer school. 

If students want to apply for several scholarships, they 
must fill out applications for each one individually. The 
Foundation scholarships are for use al COM only. No stu* 
dent will be denied a scholarship based on sex, race, color, 
religion or :ige. ' 

Each scholarship has different criteria. Some scholar
ships have no restrictions such as a· specific grade point 
average, declared major or enrollment in a cen11.in num
ber of credit hours. Others have requirements, such as 

" 

• 

having at least 12 credit hours, a minimum grade point 
average of 3.0 and a declared major. 

For students without a declared major, 28 sctiolarships 
are available ... At least a third of the scholarships have ex-
tremely flexible requirements. · 

Students might fa~ one problem when applying for 
scholarships. The Foundation Office is not the central 
place for scholarships. The Student Financial Services 
office also has applications for 80 scholarships offered 
per year. The money totals more than $100,000 a year. 
The scholarships the Financial Services office offers are 
transferrable tO other schools depending on the donors' 
requirements. The funding Financial Services receives 
comes from outside donors who pick the students spe
cifically for the scholarships. Amelang hopes that by next 
year "there will be one central place for everyone to ap
ply." 

Last year the Foundation awarded 100 students schol
arships. One hundred ·and twenty· students applied. Un
fortunately, four scholarships did not get awarded because 
no one had the specific majors these scholarship~ required. 

"Scholarships are for anyone who is interested in re
. ceiving one," Amelang said. "Not everyone will be 

awarded one, but at lea.~t they applied and tried their hard* 
est. Students have to keep in mind that there are scholar* 
ships for every type of student enrolled here at COM." 

For more information on scholarships contaci Mary Ann 
Amelang, COM Foundation executive director, at (409) 
938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 508, or Becky Miles, 

•• 
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Runners partake 
in fund-raising event 
By FABIAN SIFUENTES 
Staff Reporter 

Runners from Houston to Galveston whose ages ranged 
from 6 to 84 came to College of the Mainland to partici
pate in the 20th Annual Run/Walk for Your Heart Fun Run 
on Feb. 3. 

This event was sponsored by the COM recreation de'" 
partment, Mainland Medical Center and BP Amoco. All 
money raised by entry fees along with $500 donated by 
BP Amoco will be donated to the American Heart Asso
ciation. 

The fun run was divided into four events: a l*mile race , 
3*mile race and a 6-mile race for all ages; and a 1/4*mile 
race for children. Awards for runners were presented to 
the male and female overall winners and to the male and 
female age*division winners for each event. 

The course for the ~22 participants took them through 
the COM campus and the surrounding west Texas City 
neighborhood. Volunteers from COM helped direct traf* 
fie for the runners and the oncoming vehicle traffic, while 
nurses from Mainland Medical Center were on hand to 
treat any injuries. 

Joan Radcliffe, a Tiki Island resident, said, " Door 
prizes, camaraderie, friendly volunteers and good food 
always make fun runs fun." 

~unners entered a door prize raffle that awarded gifts 
and services donated by area businesses. 

Overall ~ale and female winners for the children's 1/4-
mile, and adult l*mile, 3*mile and 6-mile races were Caleb 
Coggeshall, Seabrook, and Marguerite Mejia, Dickinson; 
Daniel Noah, Houston, and Karen Braiser, Galveston; Jose 
Lara, Houston, and Regina Schute, Houston; and Leno 
Rios, Webster', and Meredith Doughty, Galveston. 
· The next event hosted hy the COM recreation depart

ment is the COM-BAT triathlon May 26. 
The next fun run will be Moonlight Madness. No date 

has been set, but it is usually held in July. 
For more information about COM recreational pro

grams, contact Maryann Urick, Recreational Programs and 
Student Activities coordinator, at (409) 938-1211 or 1 
(888)288-8859, Ext. 418. 

Teams compete in 
sex bowl gameshow 
By DANA SPARLING. 
Assistant Editor 

How much do you reilly know about sex? 
Eight College of the Mainland students stepped .. up and 

tested their knowledge on the subject when the Student 
Activities Board ~osted a Sex Bowl on Tuesday, Feb. 6, 
in the Student Center during College Hour. 

Two teams were formed, a blue team and a red team, 
which consisted of four contestants each. The players an
swered several questions pertaining to sex, ranging from 
sexually transmitted diseases to sexual identity. Each time 
a question was answered correctly, Hershey kisses were 
passed out to each team member. 

When the final buzzer rang, the blue team came out on 
top with a winning score of 15-to 4 8. The team players 
were Tee Dixon, Katina Gilmore, Wade Oliphant and 

• Jacqueline Martinez. Each winner was awarded $5, a T· 
shirt and a handful of kisses! 

The purpose of the game is to help inform students about 
safe sex and STDs. COM human sexuality Professor 
Michael Hunt helps compose the questions for the game 
and also jt.idges the answers. Hunt would like students to 
help compile questions for next _year's Sex Bowl, ques
tions they think would help increase students ' awareness 
of sex and STDs. 

If you have any questions, call Maryann Urick, SAB 
adviser, at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859; Ext. 418. 

• 
I 
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SAB hosts domestic violence seminar 
Continued from Page 1 ~-~-------

"Every time the police talk to me ... 1 get arrested." 
Rumsey added defiantly, "I won' t answer the door and 
you ain ' t gettin' in my house!" 

Police believe the murders must have occurred at ap
proximately 4:30 a.m. because they had not had any com
munication from Rumsey since then. 

Haylee, whose arm was nearly severed, is recovering 
at Memorial Hermann Ho..-;pital in Houston, where she 
underwent 5 1/2 hours of surgery. Hand surgeon, Dr. Mark 
Henry reported that the operation went "very smOQth" 
and that there were "nq problems." 

As horrifying as the murder was, it could have been 
worse. Joy had been running a day*care service in her 
home, and some shudder to think of what might have hap
pened. if the violence had occurred when more children 
were present. 

The Rumsey slaying stands as a grave testimony to what 
can happen if domestic violence escalates. 

Ironically, COM Student Activities Board presented a 
Dynamics of Domestic Violence workshop shortly after 
the Rumsey killing took place. The workshop was held in 
the Learning Resources Center Auditorium during Col
lege Hour and was hosted by community education coor* 
dinator, Ginger Henkel, and education specialist, Jodyne 
Thibodeaux, both of the Women's Crisis Center in 
Galveston. 

The Galveston and Texas City Crisis hotlines are (409) 
765*SAFE and (409) 986*HELP, respectively and are 
available 24 hours a day. The Houston Area Women's Cen* 
ter Family hotline is (713) 528-2126. The toll*free na* 
tional hotline is 1 (888) 919*7233. 

Those who sµffer from domestic violence are strongly 
urged lo contact the proper authorities. 

Black History Month full of activities 
Continued from Page 1----------
City Sunday, Feb. 25, at the 10:30 a.m. service, Career 
Services Director Patricia Williams will present a Dress 
for Success fashion show followed by a Soul Food Lun
cheon in the Student Center Tuesday, Feb. 27, at noon. 

Also, a black art display is on view in the COM Li
brary until Feb. 28. Additionally the COM Art Gallery is 
featuring Black Life ... , an exhibit by African-American 
artists Ben Long and Aloma Marquis through Feb. 24. 

Black History Month originated in 1926 when Carter 
G. Woodson, known as the "father of black history" 
inaugarated Negro History Week, as it was originally 
known. The purpose was to educate people of other cul* 
~ures about accomplishments of-African-Americans. 

Woodson chose February because it included the birth* 
days of both Abraham Lincoln.and Frederick Douglass
a former slave who became a journalist and statesman. 

Woodson, born Dec. 19, 1875, was the youngest child 
in a family of nine children. As a child he was forced to 
work on the family farm, but he had a passion for learn* 
ing. At 17 he enrolled himself in school for the first time 

at Douglass High School in Huntington, W. Va. He fin* 
ished all of his schooling in two years and later returned 
to work briefly as a teacher and principal. · 

After earning his first degree from Berea College in 
Berea, Ky., he moved to the Philippines where he taught 
and took correspondence courses from the University of 
Chicago. During this period he traveled through Asia and 
Europe, studying for a shof\ time at the Sorbonne in Paris. 
Once home he was accepted and erirolled in the doctoral 
program at Haiwrd University, eventually becoming the 
second Afri~an-American to receive a doctorate there. 

Woodson not only fouhded Black History Month but 
wrote many books about African-American history' and 
created an ~ssociation to study and preserve black heri* 
tage. Deeply concerned abOut the availability of material 
on African*American history, he became the publisher of 
books on black history and cultui:e and taught at Howard 
University, Washington, D.C., and Virginia State College, 
Petersburg. 

W~dson, who died in 1950, spent his life promoting 
African-American history. 

COM deans ready to hear students' opinions of college 
Do you have any questions or concerns about College 

of the Mainland? Would you like to voice your opinion 
about a problem you are experiencing? If so, the Student 
Activities Board will sponsor a Student Concerns Forum 

on March 6 at 12:30 p.m. The forum will be held in the 
Student Center and will run through College Hour. This 
is your opportunity to let the COM deans know how you 
feel. 

The Spring 2001 lnterCOM staff gathers In the journalism lab for a photo. Staff members are (front row, from left) 
Fabian Sifuentes, JIii R. Danner, Assistant Editor Dana Sparling, Online Editor Brad Stevenson, Robin Roberts; 
(back row, from left) Jon Nelson, Managing Editor April Brand.on, Copy Editor Matt Jost, Photography Editor 
Robin Larson and David Wright. Not pictured are Michael K. Smith and lnt,rCOM adviser Astrid H. Lowery. 
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What's Happening 

97.9 makes Welcome Kickoff success 

The SAB hosted the spring semester Welcome Kick
off in the LRC breezeway .. Students enjoyed free 
drinks, lunch and music from OJ Triple X of 97.9 The 
Box. Students were given the opportunity to spin a 
small wheel and win p1izes.(Photo by Aprll Brandon) 

By ROBIN LARSON 
Photography Editor 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board 
hosted the spring semester Welcome Kickoff on Jan. 30. 
Students gathered outside the Learning Resources Center 
to listen to music, compliments of 97.9 The Box. 

DJ Triple X brought a wheel for students to spin giving 
them an opportunity to win a free T-shin or bumper sticker. 
Along with the music, SAB offered free baked potatoes, 
drinks and campus trail packs. 

As students ate and mingled with one another, Pam Dav
enport, vice president/dean of Student Services, welcomed 
and thanked everyone for coming and suggested students 
get more involved in campus activities, 

The purpose of the Welcome Kickoff is to give new 
and returning students an opponunity to meet one another 
and to~ informed about the clubs COM has to offer. 

The Outdoor Club, for instance, is for students who like 
canoeing, hiking, backpacking or participating in other 
outdoor activities. 

SAB gives students the opportunity to plan, develop 
and conduct rec.realional and entertainment programs for 
the college community. 

Student Government allows students to voice their opin
ions about discrimination, or any other problems regard
ing their experience at COM. 

For more information about various clubs, contact 
Maryann Urick, SAB adviser, at (409) 938-1211 or l (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 418. 

SAB packs 'em in at AMF Star Lanes 
By JON NELSON 
Staff Reporter 

Ile hadn't bowled in 20 year:s. 
Lorne Johnson, who was one of 57 people to howl at 

AMF Star Lanes in Tt:xas City on Jan. 26, brought his 
'wife and son to the biannual event which is organized by 
the College of the Mainland Student Activities Board. He 
said that he always liked bowling but for some reason 
hadn't made the time to do it in more than two decades. 

The sponsor of the SAB, Maryanri Urick, said it was 
the best turnout ever. In the past, the number of bowlers 
has been far slimmer, usually topping out at about 25 
people. -

Al first it seemed like business as usual. Urick sat at a 
table with a clipboard and sign-up sheet. Slowly a group 
began to assemble around her at 7 p.m. Soon she was 
swamped. The AMF management told her that five people 

would have to be assigned to each lane before the indi
vidual lanes could be activated, Because the lanes were to 
be shut down at 9 p.m., Urick hurriedly mixed and 
matched, squeezing in people everywhere she could, 

AMF Star Lanes and COM have organized the event 
for years. The bowling alley pfovides JO lanes for $50 
and doesn't charge for the use of its shoes. The normal 
rate is $3.95 a ganie and $2 for shoes. 

The chairwoman of the event, Monie Ervin, went from 
lane to lane, making sure that everyone was having a good 
time and recording their scores. Ervin was in charge of 
distributing prizes. The highest male and female scorers 
were to receive free bowling passes. Jdhn Glowezwzki 
scored 203, and Jennifer West scored 131. The two low
est scorers were given complimentary popcorn. 

MOSt of the students who bowled that night Were in their 
30s and 40s, but everyone who went seemed to have fun, 
not least, Johnson and his son. 

PTK honors students' academic excellence 
By FABIAN SIFUENTES 
Staff Reporter 

Phi Theta Kappa at College of the Mainland has re
cently invited eligible students to join its membership. 
rTK is the International Honor_Society for the Two-Year 
College. Invitations arc sent to students: who meet the eli
gibility requirements set by the COM PTK chapter 
based on standards laid out by the international society. 

PTK membership requirements are as follows: Students 
must be enrolled in a college level courf.C at COM, have 
completed 12 college level hours at COM and have an 
overall grade point average of no less than 3.600. 

Spring break almost here 
College of the Mainland will be closed for spring break 

Monday, March 12, through Sunday, March 18. 
The last day to withdraw from classes with a "W" is 

Monday, April 16. 

• 

Students who join PTK will be recognized formally for 
their-academic achievements March 4 in the Learning Re
sources Center Auditorium. A reception following the cer
emony offers the new members an opportunity to interact 
with their families, college administrators and faculty, and 
PTK members from other colleges, 

Of the approximately 3,400 students currently enrolled 
at COM, 280 students were invited to join PTK. On aver
age PTK invites 250 students to join. The increased num
ber of invitations is based on the enrollment increase from 
the fall semester to the spring semester. 

PTK member Mallhew Watson said, "I felt a sense of 
accomplishment when I received my letter of invitation." 
PTK members enjoy benefits such as transfer scholarships 
available to PTK members only and the opportunity to 
develop professional skills by panicipating in .PTKevents. 

PTK currently has a membership of 156 and has aver
aged 55 new members for the fall and spring semesters, 

For more information call PTK advisers Leslie 
Richardson or Cindy Lucas at ( 409) 938-1211 or 1 (8S8) 
258-8859, Ext. 329 or 326, respt:clively. 

I 

People Speak Out 
By lalerCOM Editors 

Considering tbe oontroversial·outcome of the 
Presidential election lntei<:OM .. ked; Wrtb the 
completion of the vote count showing that Al Gore 
won the popular vale by 539,000 and wilb 20,000 
people protesting Bush"s presidency on loaugura~ 
lion Day, whal should our government do with the 
Electoral College in tt$p00se to the Alnelkaa 
people's di$satif,..lion <Wet the election resul!S' 

.Qn.Pen-y: Throw out 
the Electoral (!allege 
kcau.se. the election 
~ltould ~ml 'on lite 
pQpUla, vole, that i• 
wll<> we voted for. 

Salvader Stml:tiet: 
There is nut a <Olllpleie 
domooracy •• lf"OPI• 
claim. Do we really 
have power? 

Charle, p_..SJh,a: 
Abaollltely nothing .. 
Without ii representa-
. tlon would be.Ullfau. 

JaaelklrkeJWoneed 
. the EICclotal ~ollege 

t>eea\lse. it assures that 
lbe·p0pular vote i.ls :trot 
the only factor in tbo 
preoideacy. ltprovides a 
check and balance. 

• 

• 

or:rm Tuytor:-~ it 
:!(keeps lht more,pi,pu. 
,lous,itates from dictal> 
lug tQ Ille IC$$ pof>Ulous 
·$late$ who will\lead Ille ' 
natklh. 

IUdiard Coles: Leave 
it alone: The Electontl 
College wasdeslsned to 
,give smaller states a 
little bit more say. 

.iamnCuwnlilomol
ish ii. We DOW hav, Ille 
tc<l>i,ology when, we no 
,_ need 11 ... 

Cbri•lina Bollod" 
They need to pul into 
perspective that we 
~ave had the Electoral 
COUege,;siace our coun
try was founded. We 
iiekd to ildmend ii i.nour 
Constitutiolr . 

• 

lllstory of Mardi Gras 
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TIPA Award-winner 

A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

COM photography art winner Tamisha Franklin (third from left) placed second in the GClC Student Art 
Competition 2001. The other COM students whose work was accepted are (from left) Cindy Newberry, 
Glena Schlehuber, Angie McClanahan, Rhonda Gould and Mayuko Gray. (Photo by Jim Higgins) 

GCIC accepts 8 art pieces from 7 students 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

College of thc,.Mainland photography student 
Tamisha Franklin won second place in the recent GCIC 
Student Art Competition 2001. An awards ceremony 
was held in the student center art gallery at San Jacinto 
College South Feb. 8. 

The anwork of six other COM students was accepted 
into the competition,juried by Kim Davenport~ who is 
curator and director of the Rice University Art Gallery 
in Houston, 

All 14 community colleges in the Gulf Coast Inter
collegiate Conference were allowed to enter 10 pieces. 
This year eight pieces from seven COM students were 

accepted into the art exhibit which opened Feb. 9 and 
runs through March. l. 

In addition to second place, Franklin was awarded 
$300 for her winning photograph of a model in an arm
chair. The black and white photo was a cross between 
fashion and por):rait photography. 

The other COM students whose work was accepted 
into compelilion are Cindy Newberry, photo; Rhonda 
Gould, photo; Angie McClanahan, photo; Glena 
Schlehuber, sculpture and charcoal drawing; Christina 
Nead, drawing; and Mayuko Gray, drawing. 

COM art and phOtography professor, Mona Marshall, 
proudly announced the accomplishments of her stu
dents. "All of us on the faculty are incredibly proud of 
the level of work our students are doing." 

COM emphasizes 
Black History Month 
By TAMMIE LETROISE 
Guest Reporter 

In recognition of Black History Month, College of the 
Mainland hosted a number' of activities for the month of 
February, with several events Still to come. 

One of the events which took place Feb. 17, featured 
former COM professor Dr. Lee McGriggs· and gospel 
singers Rev. Tim McGee and Hope Carter in the Student 

· Center. Dr. McGriggs presented his speech, Achieving a 
Dream; he outlined six ways lo focus on the future: edu
cation, economics, equality, ethics, environment and ex
cellence. In closing, Carter sang several songs in a pow
erful Voice that moved the _audience, McGee accompa
nied her on the piano. 

TAilPHE (Texas Association of Black Personnel in 
Higher Education) Awart:ness Day will be Observed in 
the Student Center Friday, Feb. 23, at noon. COM his
tory professor Dr. Manuel Urbina wilt be the guest musi
cian at Greater Barbours Chapel Baptist Church in Texas 

See Black History Page 7 

Gospel al~ Hope Carter sings following a speech 
by Dr. Lee McGrigg• Feb. 17 In honor of Black His~ 
tory Month. (Photo by April Brandon) 

· Domestic violence results in death of three children 
By MATIHEW JOST 
Copy Editor 

There would be "grave consequences" warned Timo
thy Lee Rumsey of Katy, if Houston's Special Weapons 
And Tactics team did not back off. This and the following 
information about the Rumsey killing was collected from 
several issues of the Houston Chronicle, Feb. 13-18, which 
detailed this chilling story. 

Rumsey, 42, and his wife Joy, 33, had a lon_g1-.istory of 
arguments which often turned violent as Michigan police 
records would prove.At 9:30 a.m, Monday, Feb. 12, SWAT 
discovered that this would be t-hc last in Rumsey's long 
history of domestic violence. 

SWAT officers quietly broke into Rumsey 's home after 

. ' 

• 

a lack of contact and discovered him and three of his four 
children dead in a closet in the master bedroom. 

Kirstie, 7, Dylan, 9, and step-daughter Brittany Whalen, 
11, were shot twice each: once in the head and once in the 
body, according to Katy Police Chief Robert Frazier. 

Daughter Hay lee, 2, was in critical condition from a gun
shot wound to the left arm, and Rumsey had a self-in
flicted bullet wound to the head. 

Because.tragic episodes like Rumsey's arc unfonunately 
common, College of the Mainland sponsored a dolllestic 
violence workshop Feb. 15 to assist potential victims in 
rt:cognizing signs of abuse, as well as where to go to re-
ceive help, , 

Rumsey's tirade began like ma,.ny others throughout his 
fragile marriage: a day long argument full of threats which, 

• 

• 

• 

this time, turned uglier than any before. Fearful of 
Rumsey's capacity for violence, Joy fled the home to 
repon lhe dispute to Katy police late that night in hopes 
of getting her children away from him. 

When police called the home, Rumsey warned that he 
was armed and would take action if they intervened. 
Quickly realizing that he was dealing with a hostage situ
ation, Frazier called for the Houston SWAT officers. 

Not wanting to incite Rumsey to violence, police met 
his demands to keep their d9tance and tried to maintain 
contact with him in an effort to negotiate. Rumsey, who 
had been arrested on similar charges before, asked if po
lice considered him an "idiot" or a "moron" for q:pect
ing him to cooperate. 

See SAB Page 7 
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What's Happening 

Los Gallitos a Mariachi band performs for the Cinco de Mayo cerebration held in the LAC Auditorium last May. 
The band will play again at this year's celebration Thursday, May 3, in the LRC breezeway at 6 p.m. (File Photo) 

Cinco de Mayo celebrations at COM 
By DAVID WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland is hosting its 28th annual Cinco 
de Mayo Festival April 30 through May 5. 

Since the inception of the event in 1974, the objective 
has been to create a link between COM and the MCXican
Amcrican community. 

Dr. Manuel Urbina, COM professor of American his
tory, is the originator of the COM Amigos club and of the 
COM Cinco de Mayo celebrations. He explained that this 
is a Mexican celebration, not a Spanish one. • 

Cinco de Mayo was a victory for Mexico over the 
French, which gave MCxican troops the courage to keep 
fighting to win tbe conflict of 1862. 

The COM Amigos and the Student Activities Board 
plan a Cinco de Mayo festival Thursday, May 3, at 12:30. 
The festival, which will feature refreshments, entertain
ment, a piiiata and a jalapefto eating contest, is open to all 
at COM as well as the community. 
- Dr. Hector Diaz Zermeno, a visiting professor from the 

National University of Mexico in Mexico City, will lec
ture on MCXican culture May 3 from 2 to 3:30 ,p.m. in 
Room T-007 of the TechnicaVVocational Building. Seat -
ing will be limited to the first 75. 

Dr. Zermefio also will present copies of his two most 
recently published books. 

Before the evening program on May 3, Los Gallitos 

(Little Roosters), a Mariachi band will play outside the 
Learning Resources Center. in the breezeway from 6-7 
p.m. The band consists of six members, four of whom arc 
siblings .. Thc band leader is the mother of the four sibings. 

The last evant on May 3 will be a program in the LRC 
A!,lditorium. At 7:45 p.m. a MCxican dance group, 
Compafifa de Danza Jareni, will perform. 

Both the U.S. and the M€xican national anthems will 
be played by COM faculty members: Sparky Koerner, on 
trumpet, and Paul Boyd, on piano. 

COM president, Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes, will offi
ciaHy welcome all the visitors. 

Dr. Zermefio will lecture again, this time on the Diplo
matic Correspondence between President Lincoln and 
President Juarez during the French Intervention. 

The celebration will conclude with more Mariachi mu
sic and a slideshow on Mexican history and culture~ 

All week the COM Library will display authentic 
Mexican historical documents and artifacts, such as the 
original documents of the Emperor.Maximilian and also 
Aztec and Mayan Indian artifacts. 

On Friday, May 4, a banquet and program, sponsored 
by the Cinco de Mayo Community Comm-ittee, will be at 
the Doyle Convention Center. Banquet tickets are $10. 

On Saturday, May 5, a parade and a fiesta will be held 
in downtown Texas City. The public is welcome, 

For more information about the events, call Dr. Urbina, 
at (409) 938-1211 or l (888) 258-8859, Ext. 307. 

UpCOMing Events 
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People Speak Out 
By lnttrCOM Editors and Staff 

In Columbine and similarly related bigh school 
shootings, signs of trouble were evidenl in· the 
young mee beforehand. School au1borities have 
said they do not see bullying as the cause of 
shootin~ but merely as a potential underlying 
problem that ne<ds to be addressed. With the in
crease in numbr.l high school shootings through
out the nation over the course of the past several 
years, lruerCOM asked the question: ~What can 
be done to control violence in schoolsr1 

Ancef• Kush, I be
lieve that the parents 
should explain to kids 
the difference between 
realily and fiction and 
peer mediators should 
take a more active role. 

Pat Harris: Tighlen up 
security_ Treat 'em like 
military kids. 

James Boyd: There's 
no real way to keep 
guns out of schools. 
They could beef up se
curity. A lot of schools 
don ' t have guards or 
metal detectors. 

David MuWns: Secu
rity should ·....,ch the 
students for weapons. 

Drew Zaogoullis: Zack Wiao: The pat
Metal detectora in en- ents ne<d to be involved 
trance ways. Send all · with their kids. The kids 
the students to bool need guidance. Tu.ckle 
<amp. They all need a kids' minds. 
good swift kick in the • .... 

E .. W. ~Butch" Cam 
Mom and Dad have to 
take ca,e of kids a little 
better, Vou can't pre· 
diet when people arc 
going to go off the wall 

• 
• 

Ryu Cook: Cop ac
tion isn't neceSBary. 
They should make a 
psychological profile 
on each student when 
they enter the school. 

• 
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TIPA Award-winner 

A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

Tornado sweeps 
professor off his feet 
By MATTHEW JOST 
Copy Editor 

Chicago may be known as the ·'Windy City," but any
one who has ever experienced the fury of a Texas storm 
firsthand may beg to differ. 

Both College of the Mainland science Professor Chuck 
Buddenhagen and COM police Officer Kent Dowdy can 
vouch that COM could have taken Chicago 's title when 
the storm that hit southeast Texas the afternoon of March 
14 swept them off their feet. 

Buddenhagen, director of Continuing Education and 
Cpmmunity Services, wa~ loading tables into a vafl out
side the Phy~ical Education Building at COM when the 
storm took a twist. · 

"l went out to back the van up so it would be under· 
neath the roof so everybody else wouldn't get wet;'' 
Buddenhagen recalled, "and when I went to open the door 
the rain suddenly stopped:" That was when Buddenhagen 
saw that theraiq was ·'completely parallel to the ground." 

·~,;;;.:,B;;u,,d,.denha_gen s.har1:J what •~ his mind when he 
saw the parall61 rain. '"it was funny, the first thing l thought 
of was, 'Wow, this is like my fourth grade English class 
when you went up and did sentences on the board' and 
then my mind says, 'Whoa, you are in trouble!'" 

Buddenhagcn's mind wasn't wrong. As he started to 
tum around, the wind threw him against the van. "l got 
up and started to run toward the Gym and when I did, [ 
remember taking the-first step and I looked down on the 
ground and thought, 'I'm not stepping on anything, there's 
bottles and stuff all over the ground!'" 

A powerful gust of wind had caught Buddenhagen and 
Farried him to the end of the van before slamming him 
forward and knocking him to the ground. At this point, 
Dowdy managed to grasp Buddenhagen. 

See COM Page 10 

SClence Professor Chuck Buddenhagen expresses 
his thanks to COIi Police Officer Kent Dowdy after 
Dowdy rescued Buddenhagen from tfMt tornado that 
hit COM March 14. (Photo by April Brandon) 

• 
• 
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James Coate as Greg and Amy Olfers as Sylvla,.bond as man and dog in Sylvia, the hilarious comedy playing at 
the COM Arena Theatre through April 29. (Pf:loto by Theater Department) 

Sylvia pits man against wife in love triangle 
By MATTHEW JOST 
Copy Editor 

Disney may boast 101 DalmaJions, but at the Cellege 
of the Mainland Arena Theatre it only takes one canine to 
be a hit. That would be AR. Gurney's Sylvia, the newest 
showing at COM's "Biggest Lil' Theatre In Texas." 

Sylvia, starring Amy Olfers (Sylvia), James Coate 
(Greg), Jacki Bynum (Kate) and Jeffrey Johnston (Tom, 
Phyllis, Leslie) is directed by Jack Westin. 

A hilarious comedy complemented by entertaining ac-

tors, Sylvia is a play worth seeing. Ctlate and Bynum por
tray a New York couple whose children have grown and 
moved to college. Their life takes a sudden change 9f 
pace, however, as Coate discovers and bonds with man's 
best friend~Sylvia- during a walk in the park. 

Olfer's role as Sylvia gives the story an interesting and 
amusing twist, allowing the audience to appreciate the 
dog's perspective as the story unfolds. 

Competition ensues between Sylvia and Kate as she 
finds herself struggling for her husband's attention over 

See Sylvia Page 9 

6 students select Outstanding Teacher 
By DAVID WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter 

The Outstanding Teacher of the Year award has been 
given every year since 1982. 

This year 56 full-time and 12 adjunct faculty members 
were nominated. However, only full-time professors ate 
eligible lo win the aWard. 

The award is presented to the winning teacher at the 
annual Employee Recognition Dinner, set this year for 
April 27 at the Doyle Convention Center in Texas City. 

This year's nominees are Ellen Johnson, cosmetology; 
Sparky Koerner, music; Freda O'Connor, graphic arts; 
Renate True, biology;·and Alice Watford, psychology. 

A committee of six students was ~elected to evaluate 
the teachers. They were choNen from recommendations 
that Carla Boone, last year's winner and this year's chafr
woman for the event, received from well-respected mem
bers of the COM facult}'. The students on the-committee 
represent a diverse background in jiddemic majors . 

The system that is used to determioe each year's 

See And Page 10 

Trip to Mexico open to students, community 
By JON NELSON 
Staff Reporter 

. 
When asked about the trip to'southem Mexico that Col

lege of the Mainland is sponsoring for his students and 
other members of the community, Spanish Professor 
Rafael Naraajo explained that going to Oaxaca is an ex· 
citing watershed for lhe institution. The college is going 
to the world rather than bringing the world to it. 

And Oaxaca is an exceptionally nice place to go. The 
state of Oaxaca has beautiful beaches and the city of Oai 
is widely considered one of Mexico 's most beautiful. The 

trip spans July 7·Atig: 4. Along with the four-week op
tion, participants can go on one of two separate two·week 
visits: July 7-July 21 to July 21-Aug. 4. 

Cost for the four-week stay is $1,500 and $1,200 for 
the two-week stay. This includes round-trip airfare, room 
and board in an Oaxacan home, the Spanish textbook and 
other expe.nses. 

World famous for its 16th century art and architec· 
ture, handicrafts, and the nearby Mixtec and Zapotec ru
ins, the city sits in the Oaxaca Valley and is the capital of 
the state of Oaxaca. But Oaxaca also is notable linguist-

See Eam P- 10 
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/\ 
Sodly, Toki, Trov,tt~ 
V,tq~fe -t,, 4ffo,i-,J 

"1•1lr ~/£ flows in 
fourH, ho111e 

Club members talk shop at luncheon 
By ROBIN LARSON 
Photography Editor 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board 
hosted a Club Luncheon during College Hour for all COM 
clubs March 29. 

Approximately 19 students and faculty members rep
resenting seven clu~s attended th-e luncheon which fea
tured pizza, cookies and drinks. 

Members of Claybodies.com, COM Amigos, Texas 
Nurses Student Association, Child Development Club, 
Organization of African American Culture, Students for 
Christ and Phi Theta Kappa, made announcements of their 
upcoming events, The purpose of the luncheon was for 
clnb and organization members to come together and in
teract with one another on a one-on-one basis. 
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SAB hos1ed a Free Snack Night for evening s1uden1s 
April 2 in the Math Science Building. The purpose of snack 
nighl is to let night students know that SAB is thankful 
for them and appreciates the students who attend COM. 

Several times a semester SAB also hosts a Book Fair. 
On April 1 the fair was located in the COM Library in 
observance of Library Week. qn April 5 the fair was lo
cated in one of the hallways in the Technical/Vocational 
Building. The books are always sold at a discounted rate. 

Student Government President Dana Sparling men
tioned tha1 club representatives have not been coming to 

· the meetings; ~he strongly urged all to participate. 
Also, Student Government is hosting a Book Drive from 

now until April 30. The books will be donated to local 
shelters with the help of Chuck Buddenhagen, director of 
Continuing Education and Community Service. 

The Texas Junior College Student G0vernment Asso
ciation Convention is April 6-8 inAustin for a"ll regions in 
Texas. COM Student Government is submitting a scrap 
book represeming all students and faculty members. 

Texas Student Nurse Association member Christi Leyva 
auended lhe Texas Nursing Association Convention March 
1-3 and will attend the National Convention April 4-7. 

Mike Garza representing the newest club on campus, 
Claybodies.com, said the club is looking for new mem
bers. The only requirement is that they must love clay and 
appreciate an enjoyable atmosphere. The club will host a 
Spring Fest April 26 from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. in the Fine 
Arts Building. A portion of the proceeds will go back into 
the club for its members. 

Kerry Howl, president of the Child Development Club, 
announced the club is having a garage sale to raise money 
for members to auend the National Convention. If any
one is willing to donate clothes or goods they may drop 
them off in the Child Development Lab. 

PTK member Lori Boyd said the organization is selling 
Sl raffle tickets to supplement the organization's budget. 
The prizes are an autographed hockey stick from Hous
ton Aeros or a $200 gift certificate to any store. PTK will 
hold a barbecue in front of the Student Center Apri1•7 be
ginning.;:tt 5 p.m. The fee is $5 per person. To buy raffle 
tickets call PTK advisers Cindy Lucas or Leslie 
Richardson at Exts. 326 or 329, respectively. PTK will 
have a Spnng Installation Formal for new Officers m the 
Math Science Building Atrium April 29. 

For more infonnation, call Maryann Urick, coordina1or 
of Recreational Programs and Student t\ctivities at (409) 
938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418, Ext. 418. 

AIDS spreading 
rapidly in prisons 

April 
Brandon 

I have a friend who has been sentenced to one year in 
state prison for possession of a controlled substance. 
People say lie deserves to be there because he broke the 
law. Yes, he did break the law, but does he deserve the 
risk of contracting AIDS in a state prison? 

An article in the Feb. 5 issue of the National Review 
stated that 240,000 men are raped yearly in state 
prisons; whereas, 141,000 non-imprisoned women are 
raped yearly. Let's put that number into perspective. 
College of the Mainland has an enrollment of 3,406 
students. Take the number of students and multiply it by 
70.46 to get the number of male prisoners raped yearly. 

These rapes contribute to the high spread of AIDS in 
prisons. Prisoners have nearly six times the A[DS
infection rate of the entire U.S. population. The risk of 
getting AIDS makes these rapes that mu~h more 
psychologically traumatizing. 

What makes this situation even worse, as if it could be 
worse_, is that the prisoners being raped are the weaker 
inmates who refuse to fight when challenged. These 
inmates are labeled "punks" and are usually raped 
repeatedly. The punks generally are young, nonviolent 
offenders. who are in prison for drug-related crimes. Of 

the 2 million men imprisoned in our country, apgroxi"~-== 
mately 80 percent were charg"ed with nonviolent crimes. 
These men are not rapists, murderers or assaulters. 

In 1991 David Ciglar, a firefighter/paramedic in 
Oakland, Calif., Was training for a new career as an MRI 
technician because he was injured during a rescue. The 
Drug Enforcement Administration acted on a tip and 
found 167 marijuana seedlings in his garage. To avoid 
his wife going to prison on charges of guilty by associa
tion and their three children going to foster homes, 
Ciglar pleaded guilty to cultivating marijuana. Since he 
had a previous conviction for cocaine possession, and 
the DEA found an antique gun replica in his house, 
Ciglar was sentenced to JO years in prison. The family's 
home also was confiscated by the government. 

Does this man deserve to be at risk of being raped by 
another male with AIDS? Did his wife and three 
children deserve to lose their home? I don't think so. 

In 1994 an illiterate Haitian immigrant, Denese 
Calixte, was working in Florida picking fruit attempting 
to support her seven children with tbe $60 she made a 
day. While at work, Calixte fell off a ladder and injured 
her neck. She was unable to work and was desperate for 
money. A neighborhood crack dealer offered to pay her 
$200 to keep his supply in her home. Desperate to feed 
her children, she accepted the offer. Then one day the 
police searched her home with a warrant and arrested 
her after finding 65 ·grams (2.275 ounces) of crack. 
Calixte was convicted of possession with intent to 
deliver and sentenced to 10 years in a federal prison. 
· Does this woman deserve to be in prison? 

The government spends a huge sum of money every 
.year on the war against drugs, but instead of putting 
drug smugglers behind bars, the government hunts for 
easy largets, like my friend, and Ciglar and Calixte. This 
way the government can justify spending so much. 

AH the nonviolent offenders who end up behind bars 
incur the high risk of being raped and contracting AIDS, 
while the .drug smugglers continue to run the street and 
offer drugs to the youth of America. 

• 

Since the government intends to spend this much 
mo'ney on the war against drugs, don't you think they 
should actually try to catch the "bad guys"? 

' 

What's Happening 
COM, Center of the Universe 

The College of the Mainland Arena Theatre will 
present the Southwest premiere of John Vail 

Thome's play, The Exact Center of the Universe, 
May 31-June 24. 

Vada Love Powell is an elderly southern maiden 
devoted to her son Appleton. When the eccentric 
Appleton chooses a wife, bis mother's disagree
m·cnt causes a comedic culture clash. 

Showtimes for the premiere are Thursdays 
through Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 
p.m. COM student and senior citizen discounts are 
available. For tickets call the Box Office at ( 409) 
938-12]] or I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 345" 

Old books, magazines needed 
Have any old books lying around the house? 

Wondering what to do with those old magazines 
or school books the bookstore wouldn't buy back? 

Well, here's what you do. 
The College of the Mainland Student Govern

ment is sponsoring a Book Drive now through 
April 30. Donations can be dropped off in the Stu
dent Center in rooms SC-111 and SC-116. All pro
ceeds will be distributed to local women and 
children's shelters by COM science Professor 
Chuck Buddenhagen. For several years 
Buddenhagen has :-.uccessfully collected and dis-
tributed all types of books and magazines. 

Multicultural Feasf.-April 10 
The College of the Mainland Student Activities 

Board will once again host the biannual 
Multicultural Luncheon in the Student Center Sun 
Room April 10: 12:30-1:30 p.m. 

Students, faculty and staff are welcome, but all 
are asked to bring at least one dish for the feast. 
The dish can reflect the individual's culture, which · 
might include Jack in the Box tacos. International 
students do not need to bring a dish to be admittted. 

The purpose of the luncheon is to allow partici
pants the opportunity to discuss-thcfr heritage and 
to learn about one another's cultures as well as to 
recognize international students attending COM. 

For more information call Maryann Urick, Stu
dent Activities Board adviser, .it (409) 938-1211 
or I (888) 258-8859. Ext. 418" 

COMunity offers scholarships 
The College of the Mainlan.d union, COMunity, 

is offering 10 scholarships for the fall. Members 
of local unions or their family members are eli
gible to apply. 

Union President and psychology Professor 
Alice Watford is enthusiastic about the 
scholarships."The COMunity membership is 
pi:.oud to be able to provide COM students an op
portunity to continue their education." 

Applicants must reside in the COM service area 
and must have and maintain a minimum 2.5 grade 
point average. 

Ten awards of up to $500 per semester are given. 
The deadline to apply is noon Friday, April 20. 

Winners will be selected by May 4. For more in
formation about the scholarships, contact Profes
sor Ouida Sanmann, COMunity vice president, at 
(409) 938-1211 or 1(888) 258-8859, Ext. 317" 

Scholarship applications may be picked up from 
the Student Financial Aid Office in the Adminis
tration Building, RoomA-149, Mondays and Tues
days, 8 a.m.-7 p.m, and Wednesdays through Fri
days, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

• 

• 
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Career Services offers many benefits 
By JILL R. DANNER 
StalT Reporter 

Did you know that you can create a resume for your
self even while you're still in school? That's right, you 
simply have to projec1 your date of graduation. This al
lows your resume to begin circulaling before you actu
ally graduate. 

College of the Mainland· students learned this and a 
whole lot more when they attended Patricia Williams' in
formative workshop on resume writing Jan. 30. Williams 
is the director of Career Services. 

If you haven't decided on a career yet, a brochure avail
able in the Career Services office on the second floor of 
the Student Center will help you decide your personality 
type: persuader, organizer, doer, thinker, creator or helper. 
For each type, career possibilities are listed. 

Help with resume writing is one of the new services 
the college offers students as well as staff and faculty, 
local employers and community membe;s. Williams also 

goes out into the field to do workshops if necessary. 
Career Services offers more than resume writing; it also 

helps students with choosing a major and planning a ca
reer. It would behoove any student to visit this experi
enced and motivated woman for a list of services pro
vided. 

Williams, who came to COM July 5, has worked at 
various universities, such as the University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville; Dillard University, New Orleans, La.; and the 
University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa. 

When Williams considered coming to COM she had 
several job offers from all over the country. She chose 
COM specifically because of the diversified population 
and nontraditional people with special ne.eds. "And," she 
said with her chin high and an infectious smile, "I love 
the island; it is beautiful." 

Do yourself a favor: Find out more about the help that 
is available to you as a COM student. 

Williams may be contacted at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 529" " 

CON-TEXT displayed in Art Gallery 
By JON NELSON 
Staff Reporter 

The visual arts and the written word converge in the 
College of the Mainland Art Gallery Exhibit CON-TEXT. 
The thematically organized gallery presents 10 artists who 
use text in their work. The exhibit, l~cated in the Fine 
Arts Building, runs through April 12. 

Bill Davenport, who has two pieces in the gallery, came 
to COM to speak about his art March 22. He told listen
ers how he experimented with different materials after 
becoming dissatisfied with his own paimings. 

COM Art Gallery Curator Jan_et Hassinger pointed out 
that Daven~rt 's wort b_lu!]i tt!._e line between craft and 
art, something Davenport himself discussed when he vis
ited COM. He wryly raised questions that pervade post 
modernity: Just what is art and how is this determined? 

Davenport's two pieces in the gallery, "Open" and 
" Closed," are simulacra ·of the open and closed signs 
placed on doors and windows of businesses, the differ
ence being that Davenport's versions are done in needle
point. This playful ll$e of ordinary objects goes back at 
least to the French artist Marcel Duchamp. 

Duchamp became intemalionally famous at a relatively 
late age, having his first retrospective when he was in his 
mid-70s. He was known and championed by the surreal
ists and other painters and sculptors along with art world 
insiders. but in his last years he achieved widespread fame 
and came to be seen as the embodiment of a certain solu
lion 10 problems raised by modernity that 20th century 
artists had long struggled with. 

His name is now almost as well-known as Piccasso's 
or Matisse's, and his influence is identifiable in much of 
what bas been done in the last 30 years. Incidentally, 
Duchamp used tex1 in his most famous work, "Fountain," 
a Urinal turned 90 degrees upon which Duch~p scraW!ed 
the French pun "R. Mutt/1917." 

Other pieces in the gallery seem lo be a world away 
from Davenport's playfulness and evoke an immediate 
emotional response. 

"Self-Portrait Surviving Chemo" by Helen Om~n shows 
a woman who is recovering from cancer. Altho1;1gh her 
face is pale and her clothes are painted in light, nearly 
fragile colors, something other than weakness is commu
nicated through her large brown eyes. The woman stands 

-in the center of the painting, life-sized, unmovable, and 
looking directly at the viewer, almost as if she is ready to 
say something, if only her lined mouth were not tightly 
closed. The first impression is one of silence. Then one 
begins to read the dizzying text that is oriented at weird 
angles and hidden by the dark background against which 
the woman is framed. Taken from a book given to Oman 
by her physician, it describes the side-effects of chemo
therapy. 

Innumerable artiSts have used text to supplement their 

' 

• 

work. The illuminated manuscripts of the Middle Ages 
are filled with, the zoomorphic marginalia of asses play
ing lyres and snails chasing knights. In the 1960s Roy 
Lichtenstein campily used comic book panels filled with 
teen-agers exchanging vacant dialogue. 

However, it was in the 1910s and 1920s that Cubism 
inaugurated a new mix of textual and traditional elements. 
One result of this early 20th century movement is the en
during subordination of texts inside works of an that eliini
nate the didactic purposes they might have fulfilled else
where. The Cubisl legacy of using scraps of newspaper 
and advertisements is now a comman praclice. 

Many of the artists featured in the gallery not only uSe 
t~xt but found inspiration in _poets and novelists. Ian 
Crawley wrote about his work that he was influenced by 
TS. Eliot, Rainer Maria Rilke, Franz Kafka and others. 
Both of his sculptures on display in the gallery echo 
themes found in the New Testament: the seven deadly 
slns and "judge not lest ye be judged." In "Judge Not" the 
words Judge Not are engraved onto a padlock which.is 
attached to a rough-surfaced yellow rock. Rusty chains 
suspend other, smaller rocks. The work seems to tug down
ward on the engraved words. 

The other artists in the gallery are Leslie Kneisel, Tu
dor Mitroi, Irene Hardwick Olivieri, Lesley Patterson, 
Gaylen Stewart, Michelle Van Parys and David Will1ams. 

COM students, David Wright (foreground) and Mat
thew Jost, examine a piece displayed in the COM Art 
Gallery exhibit: CON-TEXT. The exhibit, which runs 
through April 12, features art by 10 artists who use 
text In their work. (Photo by April Brandon) 
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Campus Life 

Michael Farris, district manager of Modern Woodman of America, was one of many participants at the Career Fair 
held March 22 at the Nessler Center In Texas City. The fair was sponsored by COM and the Texas City Gulf Coast 
Career Center. For those who missed this fair, don't worry ... COM plans to make the Career Fair an annual event 
since it was so successful this year. (Photo by Robin Larson) 

COM sponsors first annual Career Fair 
By MATIHEW JOST 

0
C_o_,p.,_y_E_d_i_t_or ________________ ~ 

For the first time College of the Mainland and the Texas 
City Gulf Coast Caree,r Center sponsored a Career Fair. 

Approximately 400 to 500 visitors gathered at the 
Nessler Center in Texas City on March 22 to participate 
in this event. It proved to be a busy day for the represen
tatives of the 85 businesses that took part, and for the 
huge number of visitors. 

Career Fair attendees·found a wide assortment of busi
nesses ranging from U.S. Army recruitment booths to fast 
food franchises to more technical industries such as MRI 
Technologies. 

Columns of tables at which the booths were set up filled 
the spacious convention room. Friendly representatives 
stood proudly and patiently beside their booths, ready to 
provide answers to questions their brochures did not cover. 
Also many of the industries' representatives provided free 
novelty items such as coupons, candy and key chains ere- ·' 
ating an environment both fun and professional. 

Some community-based businesses such as the Texas 
City Fire Department also were present advertising their 
need for more employees. 

David Teverbaugh of the fire department described fire 
fighting as a ·'highly technical job" and explained with a 

hint of disappointment that the Texas City Fire Depart
ment is short on firefighters. 

Those interested in bernming firefighters can call the 
Recruitment Information 24 Hour Career Hotline at ( 409) 
643-5709. 

The Double Arches Corp. of McDonald's was at the 
fair emphasizing special benefits available to its employ
ees, such as the College Textbook Reimbursement Pro
gram. 

Recipients of the McDonald's program can receive up 
to 100 percent reimbursement after a year of employment 
under the Double Arches-franchise if they are enrolled in 
a college. 

For more information on the reimbursement program 
and other benefits provided by the Double Arches Corp., 
call (281) 334-6159. 

The Texas City Fire Depariment and the Double ArcQes 
Corp. were only two eXamples of the many opportunities 
available to participants of the career Fair. Those who 
missed out this year need not worry because COM in
tends to sponsor the same event annually after its suc
cessful introduction this year. 

For more information contacr Patricia Williams, direc
tor of Career Services at (409) 938-1211 or I (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 529. Students may also visit the Career Ser
vices office on the second floor of the Student Center. 

And the winner is ••• 
Continued from Page 1 
winner is a complex one. Several years ago a fonnula 
was devised whereby a ratio is used so that professors 
who have only a few students will not be at a disadva.n
tage when the winner is determined. 

Fiest, the votes must be tallied and then sorted from 
highest to lowest. After that, Boone will look at the num
ber of votes received against the number of students taught 
by that teacher. 

Next, it is the turn of the student committee to judge. 
Their first job is a surprise visit to the nominees' classes 
to sit in and evaluate the teachers. Then the committee 
members make sure that the students of the nominees are 
given evaluation forms lo fill out. Finally, committee 
members ask the contestants 10 questions which will re
veal some personal details about them. Then Boone re
views the answers and tallies the final scores. 

The teacher of the year receives a $1,500 stipend for 
professional development and automatically becomes the 
Piper Prqfessor nominee for fall 2001. Th,e Piper ProfeS
sor is a Texas award which is given to only 10 teachers 
from either universities or community colleges. 

Boone says, "The hardest thing to do is keep it a secret 
for a couple of weeks." 
Michael K. Smith contributed to this story. 

Earn credits in Mexico 
Continued from Page 1 
ically. lt has Mexico's largest Indian population, 15 tribes, 
which constitute approximately 90 percent of its popula
tion. Originally an Aztec garrison, Oaxaca was conquered 
in 1521 by the Spaniards. The city was founded eight years 
later by Hern.in Cortes, and to this day retains a unique 
indigenous culture. Most of the community is descended 
from the acient Zapoetc and Mixtec people, and Oaxaca 
is the place where cultures meet. The pre-Columbian and 
colonial influences coexist in the region. 

Naranjo, who is a native_of Oaxaca, believes the trip is 
important not only because it gives Spanish students- _ 
who will stay with Oaxacan fa_milies-a singular oppor
tunity to improve their Spanish skills while earning cred
its and continuing eduction units, but also because under
standing the cultural component of a language is essen
tial to its mastery. 

Up to eight credit hours can be earned in Spanish'l, IT, 
Ill and IV as well as CEU's for multicultural experience, 
Spanish and history. 

For more information about tuiti~n and other costs, 
Chuck Buddenhagen can he contacted at ( 409) 938-1211 
or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 517. For more infonnation abo_ut 

Oaxaca, comact Naranjo at Ext.. 353. 

COM Police Officer goes above and beyond duty 
Continued from Page 1 

Together, Dowdy and Buddenhagen grabbed the Gym 
door in an attempt to pull it closed when another sudden 
gust flung it from their hands damaging the frame. It took 
a second attempt by both Buddenhageri and Dowdy to 
grasp the door before they fin1\lly closed it. 

Buddenhagen commended Dowdy for rescuing him and 
doing a gOod job of ensuring campus safety. "It was just 

incredible ... he went right back into that storm and went 
building to building to building to make sure everyone 
was OK. He is the hero ... I can't praise him enough." 

Dowdy's concern was that there were more people on 
campus. "Some people were loading tables over at Tech/ 
Voe so I checked on them. I started making my rounds 
through the buildings making sure that nobody was hurt." 

While making those rounds, Dowdy discovered that the 
school had suffered some damage. "We had a window 
blown out over at Fine Arts facing parking Lot D; we had 
a door blown out in Tech/Voe by child care; we had part 

of the roof come off the back of Tech/ Voe; (the) skylight 
came off of Administration; garbage cans were in the pond; 
the roof (of the Technical/Vocational Building) was in the 
middle of the back parking lot like going into (Lot) D and 
(Lot) E; .it Was kinda spooky." 

Despite the threat of being picked up by the fierce winds 
or hit by debris, Dowdy was not afraid to go outside. 
"That's just part of the job," Dowdy said nonchalantly. 

The biggest thing to surprise Dowdy wasn't the vio
lence of the storm or the damage it caused. "The biggest 
thing that surprised me was that Chuck started to walk 
back out the door and I was !ike, 'Chuck, stay in here,' 
'cause I -saw something on the ground that looked like 
glass ... it had blown out the windows of the van on the 
driVer 's side." 

Neither Buddenhagen nor Dowdy had seen any funnd 
clouds or heard the "roar" commonly associated with tor
nadoe:a.. Dowdy suggested that the weather 's ac.tivity could 
have been just strong winds due to the lack of signs indi~ 

• 
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eating a tornado. Dowdy does conf\rm, however, that he 
has never seen winds as strong as the ones he witnessed 
that .afternoon. 

After the storm had passed, the campus was littered with 
debris. Dowdy commended the COM custodial staff for a 
job well done in removing the wa·ste ieft behind by the 
storm. ''The janitors got on the ba11 real quick, got the 
glass cleaned up. They didn't mess around." 

Fortunately, Buddenhagen was the only individual on 
campus to be so endangered by the storm. Dowdy said 
everyone else o_n campus had managed to stay inside and 
other than being a little "shaken up" were all right. 

Dowdy's·ad.vice to people who find themselves in situ
ations such as he witnessed that Wednesday afternoon is 
that "if a bad rain starts coming, get indoors and wait un
til it passes." He added, "Stay away from the glass doors . 
because it came so quick-it was unexpected. One minute 
it wasri't _raining; 15 minutes later, it was like a tom.ido 
came through. It was unbelievable." 

• 

• 

lnterCOM, March/April 2001, Page 3 

George 'Dubya' inclined to delusional thinking 

lm11a 
Sparling ., 

"We're making progress together, changing the tone 
of the.government." 

This is how newly el'ccted President George W. Bush 
opened his first presidential address in February. 

It was one of Bush's first fabricated declarations of 
the evening. For a full hour, Bush swelled Americans ' 
heads with fanciful -affirmations, all in the name of a 10-
year, $1.6 trillion lax reduction. 

Bush stated that his plan ~ill "give money back to the 
. ones who earned it." And how does he propose to do 

this? By doubling the Medicare budgel, "locking away" 
social security funding, raising military spending and 
increasing medic~! research funding. 

Bush claims reforming the education system is on the 
top of his list. He plans a $1.6 billion boost in funds for 

· education and $5 billion of that is going to help teach 
every child in America to read and write. "I refuse to 
leave any child behind in America," Bush stated 
confidently. What about the children who are too poor to 
attend school, too poor to even eat? Are they going to 
learn to read and write too? Arc their parents going to be 
issued private school vouchers? 

Let's beam President Bush back down to Earth and 
look at some hard facts. Ten percent of Americans own 
more wealth than the rest of the 90 percent. There are 
32.3 million poor people in our nation. Millions of 
Americans are without health insurance and the number 

grows annually. There are holes in the ozone and we're 
plowing down trees faster than we can replace thCm. Is 
Bush's tax-cul going to resolve any of these problems? 

Well let's see. To help the poor, Bush believes we 
should support charities and faith groups and that all 
taxpayers should deduct charita.ble giving. Bush wants 
"t9 help one person at a time." Since America is home 
to 32.3 million poor people, helping one person at a 
time would take· a very long time. 

As for health care, Bush plans to give more power to 
the people. People will no longer be told what doctor to 
see or what plan to choose, and the number of people 
served at community health care centers wi[\ double. He 
is going to make sure patients get what they deserve 
with the patients' bill of rights. Yeah, that will happen. 

Last, but not least, is the environment. Bush wants tO 
clean up toxic brown fields and national parks. Over the 
next five years, $4.9 billion will be used for the upkeep 
of our parks so that we can "leave them better than we 
found them," as Bush put it. It's so comforting to know 
that Bush is so environmentally conscious. What a great 
guy. Hmm, I wonder why he dido 't mention the fact that 
he's going to allow 40 million acres of forest in AJaska 
to be plowed down to drill for oil? 

"Special interes1s have special access in the Bush 
White House, plain and simple," said Democratic 
National Committee Chairman Terry McAuliffe. "He 
flip-flopped on rcgulatin'g greenhouse gases, he rolled 
back rules tha1 would have helped hold mining compa~ 
nies accountable for their pollution. Why? Because 
those rules would cost his biggest supporters money. 
Bush needs to spend less time servicing his donors and 
more time fighting for the American people." 

Uh oh, suddenly Bushie doesn't sound so environ
mentally conscious. I guess preserving the national 

parks is more important than preserving air and water . 
But hey, why should Bush care about clean air and 
water? He'll be safely sipping Evian and breathing the 
sweet aroma of the almighty dollar. 

' 

So what is Bush's plan going to accomplish? "My plan 
recognizes those who live on the outskirts of poverty ~nd 
work hU:rd to get into the middle class. It will knock 
down the toll booth to the middle class." Bush stated. 
Well, isn't that great. Just what the government needs, 
more middle class p~ople. There is no middle class. A 
debtor class is more like it. If you don't make a six 
figure salary, more than likely your possessions belong 
to credit-mortgages, loans and credit card bills. And 
who benefits from building a country on credit? Not the 
90 percent of Americans paying for it. 

Now let's get real. Improving the economy isn't just 
about taxation, it's about spending. Ho\1/ will Congress 
appropriate funds for defense, welfare and debt reduc
tion'? How much of the gross. national product is domi
nated by egotistical politicians who will conveniently be 
vacationing in exotic countries, driving Mercedes and 
sailing at the yacht club? 

Now it might seem that I'm being really hard on Mr. 
Bush. It's l)Ot that I dislike his proposal, but I'm a realist 
and I just don't realistically see this happening. 

I mean, where is the money going to come from? 
Maybe I'm being harsh because I don't fully compre
hend his plan. Bush makes it sound so easy to cut taxes 
by billions of dollars, but if it is so easy, why didn't any 
of the othe_r 42 presidents-think of it first? 

As his address was slowly coming tcl.'ft.n end, Bush 
statGd that the government needs to.:,' let the American 
people spend t!Jeir money how they want to." I dbn 't 
know about you, bul if I had $1.6 trillion J wouldn't 
spend it this way. ' 

School shootings intensifying-who's to blame? 

Ji>bln 
Larsqn 

When I was younger and attending high school, it was 
very unctimmon to hear about a student bringing a 
weapon to school. Don't gel me wrong, we did have a 
few students who were Caught bringing knives, ciga
rettes or even drug paraphernalia; however, it was stilI 
unusual for such an incident to occur. 

We had school bullies who picked on smaller children, 
called them names and harassed them. When a child was 
picked on or was an easy target for criticism. some 
children made comments that were unnecessary and 
downright rude. The 9nes being ridiculed usually cried, 
got angry and defen.sive, or even dropped out of school 
if the instances occurred repeatedly. Never once did 
anyone imagine that they would bring a weapon to 
school to harm their classmates. On the rare occasions 
that we did hear of guns being brought into the school, I 
was never afraid the children would take it a step further 
and kill someone. They were usually stopped by an 
authority before there was a tragic ending. 

The childrtin who were picked on either dealt with it 

The InterCOM is back online, although it is 
still under construction. In the meantime, you · > 

can monitor our progress by visiting our site. 
The address is <http://www.angelfire.com/ 

tx5/intercomonline.com> 
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by going to an authority person or defended themselves 
with words or fists. Whatever happened lo students 
fighting and being expelled from school? I'm not 
commending students who harm anyone, but I would 
rather hear a student was in a fight than shot to death. 
Instead of hearing about school fights, we now hear 
about children shooting and even killing one another. 

School authorities say they do not see bullying as the 
cause of shootings, but merely as a potential underlying 
prnblem that needs to be addressed in all schools. 

For instance, in 1997 only three students wounded or 
murdered another classmate. In 1998 shootings became 
more common with 10 shootings occurring that year. 
Then in 1999 the worst shooting, which the whole 
nation is srill talking about, occurred: the tragedy at 
Columbine High School in Litlleton, Colo. 

Student~ Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold took shooting 
a step further by killing 12 classmates, one teacher and 
wounding 20 students, before taking their own lives. 

These young men not only planned this massacre, but 
also gave many signs beforehand. For instance, Harris 
published their plans for murder on their Web site .. 
Klebold, in an assignment for one of l'lis classes, wrote 
an essay in which he described his violence and hatred 
of school bullies so explicitly that the teacher passed it 
on to the assistant principal. School officials did 
nothing, even after reading the essay. The Harris and 
Klebold Web site reportedly contained death threats 

_ made to f~llow student Brooks Brown. Brown's parents 
informed the police, but the police did ~othing. 

The Web site also contained descriptions of pipe 
bombs exploding and the use of a sawed off shotgun to 
kilt students. Harris and Klebold even told several 
friends about their plans. Two students and an expelled 
student were sitting on-a hillside overlooking the school 
during the killings, but police said it was probably a 
coincidence that they were there. 

Together, Harris and Klebold built pipe bombs in their 
homes and left the evidence in plain view for their 
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parents to see. They left many signs behind, yet no one 
took a step to end their plans. 

Not only was this event tragic, but ii also set an 
example for all the other angry and depressed outcasts 
who want revenge. 

More than 350 students nationwide were arrested on 
charges relating to threats against schools, school 
officials or students in the first four weeks after the 
Columbine shooting. Harris and Klebold may not be 
among us, but their legacy liveS on. 

Just recently two more shootings occurred, this time in 
San Diego, Calif. 

Andy Williams, a 15-ycar-old, killed two students and 
left 13 wounded. Evidence shows that Andy grew 
increasingly depressed in the days before the shooting. 
He had been bullied by classmates, lost his girlfriend and 
was homesick, having recently moved from Maryland to 
California. He had no friends in California and missed 
his mother who had stayed behind in Maryland. He 
even told a friend he "just wanted to disappear." 

In both Columbine and the most recent shootings, 
signs of trouble were evident in the young 111en before
hand. If someone had spoken tu these youths and 
questioned them, would the shootings still have oc
curred? [f the parents had taken notice of what was 
going on in their children's lives, would they have be.en 
able to end it before it began? I'm not placing the blame 
on any one in particular; I'm just raising the question 
"what if?" Some people say it is the parents' fault, that 
they should take the responsibility for their children's 
actions. Others s.iy ii is the bullies' fault, that if the 
young men hadn't been harassed and picked on, they 
would never have taken the deadly step to kill. 

No one knows the anwers to these questions except 
the killers themselves. Someone should have asked them 
what was wrong before_ it was too late. Even thoug)J. 
these children are killer~, they are still children. The only 
time they felt in control of their lives was when the gun 
was in their hands. 
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COM music Professor Spark\' Koerner was re
cently elected president of the International As
sociation of Jazz Educators. Koerner has been 
at COM since 1981. (Photo by Dana Sparling) 

By DANA SPARLING 
Assistant Editor 

Bet.ween his work and music, not to mention ex
tra curricular activities, it is hard to believe this man 
has time to breathe. This busy man is College of the 
Mainland music Professor Sparky Koerner. 

To top off his already full plate, Koerner was re
cently elected president of the International Asso
ciation of Jazz Educators. After serving two years 
as president elect, he will now serve two years as 
president. 

Koerner has been involved with the IAJE since 

1974 while he attended the University of North Texas 
in Denton. In 1977 he formed a student chapter of 
IAJE and, naturally, served as president. He has al
ways stayed involved with the organization and be
lieves that he'll be a proactive president. "I feel I 
have something to contribute and can do some good 
for the state organization." 

Koerner also is the Community College liaison 
for the IAJE Resource Team, the chairman of the 
COM Senate and the team leader for the PeFforming 
and Visual Arts Team. But it doesn't slop there, he 
also is a member of the American Federation of 
Musicians Union, Texas Music Educators Associa
tion and the National Band Masters Association. 

A few yeats ago, Koerner served as Faculty Coun
cil president for two years. 

Even though it sounds like Koerner must movt;: 
faster than the speed of light to keep up With every
thing, he enjoys every minute. 

So when does he have time to relax? "Well, musi
cians don't have a lot of spare time," Koerner stated. 
However, when this musician manages to get some 
time, he enjoys swimming and gardening. 

Koerner came to Galveston in 1980 after receiv
ing his master's degree in music education from 
UNT. He was looking for a place to play his trumpet 
and found it in the COM Jazz Ensemble. 

When he arrived at COM in 1981, the music pro
gram was small, but when a teaching opportunity 
arose, Koerner went for it and eventually fell in love 
with teaching. "Like most people, I didn't think I'd 
be a teacher, but once I got into teaching I realized I 
had a lot to offer." Koerner became full lime in 1983. 

Koerner is the director of COM's Jazz Combo, 
COM Community Band and Jazz Ensemble. These 
groups perform several shows on campus each se
mester. He also is the leader of Sunday Jazz, a group 
that performs at local churches every Sunday. 

In Koerner's high school yearbook, he said, "Af
ler high school, I will join the Air Force, then pursue 
a music career." And that's exactly what he did. 

Women honored for courage, vision 
By JON NELSON 
Staff Reporter 

Throughout the 1970s there was a growing recognition 
in universities across the country that the role of women 
in history had not received the amount of research or pub
licity it deserved. 

The public had little awareness of the extent of women's 
achievements, and there was no imperative to teach 
women's history to children in the primary grades up 
through high schools. That women had not been afforded 
the same opportunities as men throughout much of his
tory was obvious, and the absence of many notable women 
in the curricula of education programs was conspicuous. 

In 1978 a California group brought a petition before 
Congress designating the week of March 8 as Women's 
History Week. This first initiative was a big success. Then 
in 1987 Congress received a petition to make March the 
official month for acknowledging-the accomplishments 
of important women in history. 

Over the years dozens of schools enthusiastically be
gan to participate in the week, and when th'e group took 
their petition before Congress in 1987, both the Senate 
and the House gave bipartisan support to the resQlution 
designating March as Women's History Month. 

Each year the National Women's History Project cre
ates a theme for the month. This year's theme is "Cel
ebrating Women of Courage and Vision." The group 
singles out a number of remarkable women they believe 

embody the theme. This year architect Maya Lin, who is 
now 41 was chosen. Most famous for designing the Viet
nam Veterans' Memorial in the early '80s when she was 
21, Lin faced strong anti-Asian sentiment from groups 
that protested her designing the memorial. 

Women's History Month generates interest in the con
tributions of women to many disciplines and causes. The 
National Women's History Project provides information 
on women like the 19th century pianist Clara Wieck. 

Wieck has recently gained attention for her composi
tions. She was a child prodigy whose possessive father 
owned a piano firm. By the time Wieck was in her late 
teens, she was famous internationally. Her chamber works 
and art songs have received little attention. 

The current Wieck revival is .just one instance of the 
change in the cultural landscape of notable women that 
has occurred in the last 30 years. 

Mary Baker Eddy, a seminal figure in the history of 
Christian Science, wrote Science and Health. The book 
presents her theories about the connections .between the 
:roul and health and the part God plays in hehling. Trans
lated into 16 languages, Science and Health has readers 
in more than 100 countries and is undergoing a renewed 
interest and new readership. 

In celebration of National Women's History Month, 
speakers came to Houston to lecture on Eddy and her work. 
On March 17 they spoke at Borders Books & Music, in 
Meyerland Park; and on Marcb 31 at Waldenbooks in 
Greenspoint Mall. 
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Airbags save lives 
when used properly 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

On May 12, 1999, Jennifer, whose last name was not 
given, was involved in a head-on collision with a · Ford 
Expedition doing 40 mph. She suffered minor injuries, 
such as burns on: her arms, a bruise where her wrist watch 
was and slight dizziness; however, she is thankful that 
she had an airbag. She believes the airbag saved her life. 
Many people are afraid of airbags, but not Jennifer. 

The U.S. Department of Transportation added an 
amendment to the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards 
and Regulations, stating that effective Jan. 1, 1996, all 
automobile companies had to begin a phase-in requiring 
all passenger cars to be equipped with airbags. By Sept. 
1, 1997, all passenger cars had to be equipped with airbags. 

According lo the article, "This is Whal .it's Come To," 
in the Feb. 15, 1997, issue of the Status Report published 
by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, many 
people were at the time afraid of the newly introduced 
airbag, also known as a supplemental restraint system. 

The article, wfitten by Mike Davis, attributes this fear 
to reports by the media showing people killed or seri.:. 
ously injured by the impact of the airbag. The president 
of HHS, Brian O'Neil adds, "Airbags are too important a 
safety device for their future to be threatened by misin
formation or incomplete reporting of problems associated 
with them." 

Airbags have the potential of being dangerous or even 
deadly; however, if the occupants of the vehicle are wear
ing their seatbelts, and infants and children arc in the back 
seat, the risk of injury from airbags is almost eliminated. 

Precautions should be taken when riding in a vchicl 
equ.ipped with airbags. The most important precaution is 
that all occupants should wear their seatbelts properly at 
all times. 

The airpag is a supplemental restraint system, meaning 
.that it is supplemental to the seatbelt. If an occupant is 
not wearing his s.eatbelt, then the airbag is useless, or 
worse, dangerous. 

A second precaution is that all children should be seated 
in the rear of the vehicle, properly restrained in a seat. 

Drivers sitting too close to arl airbag also are in danger. 
Drivers not tall enough to sit at least 10 inches away from 
the steering wheel should purchase a pedal extender. These 
are available at <www.pedalextenders.com>. Drivers also 
should take care not to cross their arms when holding the 
steering wheel, otherwise the deployed airbag is likely to 
break the driver's anns. 

Even thoilgh airbags have been negatively reported· 
about by media sources, according to the National High
way Traffic Safety Administration, 6,377 people are alive 
today because of airbags. NftTSA estimates that with t-he 
combination of an airbag and a seatbelt, the risk of seri
ous injury is reduced by 81 percent; whereas, the belt alone 
only reduces the risk by 60 percent. Deaths in all types of 
crashes have declined. Since 1990 airbags have caused 
110 reported death~ that included 63 drivers, seven adult 
passengers, 82 children between the ages of 1 and 11, and 
18 infants. 

Of the 82 children who died as a result of airbag de
ployment, 64 were not wearing a sc,atbelt, eight were wear
ing only the lap belt portion of the seatbelt, two were in 
forward-facing car seats, not properly belted into the ve
hicle and one was sharing a lap belt with the right front 
passenger. Only six of the children killed were using the 
seatbelt properly. Whether or not the other children were 
belted is not known. 

Fifteen of the infants killed were in a rear-facing infant 
seat, while three were in a passenger's lap. 

Of the 63 drivers killed by airbags, 49 were females 
and 14 were males.Altogether, however, 41 were not wear
ing their seatbelts, five used their seatbelts incorrectly, 

See Safety Page 5 
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Expand horizons, be 
a part of lnterCOM 
By MATIHEW JOST and DAVID WRIGHT 
Copy Editor & Staff Reporter 

Are you looking to expand your horizons? Striving for 
a career in journalism? Do you feel like your opinions 
should be read by the public? 

If you said yes to any of these questions, then journal
ism classes might be for you. As a reporter you will be 
respo~sible for gathering news about public happenings 
and relaying them through the paper to the reader. 

Individuals serious aboutjourm1lism careers are strongly 
encouraged to consider the benefits which can be reaped 
by attending CO M's journalism/communications program. 

Five people-formerly lnterCOM staffers-who followed 
through with the· program now enjoy careers in profes
sional newspapers including, but not limited to the Hous
ton Chronicle. Two other former students have found em
ployment in public relations as well. 

Taking a journalism course will provide you with the 
proficiencies necessary to acquire a successful position 
in written media. The program not only includes in-depth 
lessons regarding journalistic writing style, but editing 
skills as well. As members of the lnterCOM, students par
ticipate in bringing a story from imagination to paper, from 
page layout to newspaper page. 

Interested in writing, but uncertain as to whether or not 
you would like to attend class? Enrolling for the commu
nications lab will allow you to participate in production 
of the InterCOM and will introduce you to the writing 
methods Used in media, without all of the-responsibility. 

Journalism classes are open to all students, no experi
ence is needed and you don't have lo be a journalism ma
jor. The lnterCOM is looking for people who love to write. 

For those looking for the class in the COM summer 
schedule, you can stop, it isn't there. Nevertheless, jour
nalism classes are being offered in the Summer I session. 

The beginning class, Newsgathering and Writing I, 
COMM 2311, Index 2230, meets Mondays-Thursday. 
l:30-3:30 p.m. in L-246. Newspaper Publications, COMM 
1129, Index 2219, is the journalism !ah which must b6 
taken concurrently with the writing class but has no set 
hours. With the professors' permission exceptions to the 
concurrent enrollment can made. Students who have some 
journalism experience may, with the professors' permis
sion, enroll in a higher level journalism course. 

For more information call journalism Professor Astrid 
H. Lowery at (409) 938-1211 or I {888) 258-8859. Ext. 
314. Summer I classes begin May 29 and end July 6. 

Sylvia engaging comedy 
Continued from Page 1 
the dog. Johnston provides the couple with advice through 
several comical roles. 

Sylvia is an engaging comedy with a heart-warming 
conclusion. Comedy enthusiasts are encouraged to join 
the fun and applaud a job well done by some of COM 
theater's finest talent. 

Refreshments, which were served in the lobby on open
ing night, March 29, included an array of different appe
tizers and were accompanied by ·a talented musical per
formance of private woodwind instructor John Wolfskill's 
clarinet choir. 

The choir, which performed such works as the "Clari
net Polka" and pieces by Mozart consisted of six mem
bers in addition to Wolfskill: Amber Turner, Cayce Har
ris, Sharon Shimek, James Carter, Kristy Godwin and 
Jonathan Rigby. 

Sylvia will'be playing through April 29 Thursdays, Fri
days and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. 

For tickets call theArefla Theatre Box Office Tuesdays
Fridays at ( 409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 345. 
Tickets range from $8 to $18 based on seating. Discounts 
are available for students and senior citizens. Children 
under 4 are not permitted. VISA, Discoyery, and 
Mastercards are accepted. 
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The COM Senior Spanish II class gathers around instructor Mary Garcia (front center). COM held a Senior Expo 
Wednesday, March 14, In the Gym from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The Seniors displayed M8xlcan and South American 
memorabilia, such as M8Xlcan textbooks, discs and tapes. Plriatas, candles, plants, art, emergency phones, and 
gardening services were given away as door prizes. (Photo by Jill A. Danner) 

COM Senior Expo 'super turnout' 
By JILL R. DANNER and MICHAEL K. SMITH 
Staff Reporters 

A super turnout of community and college members 
viewed the Senior Expo in the College of the Mainland 
Gym March 14, as they listened to the sounds of John 
Gondesen's Sundown Music. 

Shirley Hollingsworth, chairwoman for Senior Pro
grams 3.nd Senior Services, estimated that 700people at
tended the Expo, which showcased Senior classes and 
activities. A committee of senior adults arranged the event, 
Which featured exhibits of crafts and artwork, held dur
ing COM's spring break. 

Mary Garcia's Senior Spanish II class participated in 
the event. They displayed Mexican and South American 
memorabilia, such as M6xican t~xtbooks, discs and tapes. 

"We had a lot of compliments from the people <vho 

turned out at the fair," Garcia said. Her Spanish class also 
provided pifiatas to be among the 60 door prizes awarded 
dufing the Expo, which lasted from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Other gr.oups provided door prizes that included candles, 
plants, art, emergency phones and gardening services. 

The University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston 
· "1lad a table at which personnel took bl~d pressure read

ings, and gave cholesterol and glucose screenings. 
[n reference to the fa{po, Garcia said, "I'm certain that 

the large turnout will increase enrollment for next year." 
senior Spanish classes are offered through the COM 

Continuing Education Department, and are o(.)en to any 
age. The school year begins with Spanish I and ends with 
Spanish [V 

Garcia strives to teach Spanish in fun and easy ways. 
One of her students' favorite games is "loteria," Spanish 
for bingo. 

Pockets bar·r.-e -need to save money? 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

People are always looking for ways to save money. Of 
course, there are the usual expenses that can be elimi
nated first, such as dining out, resort vacations, designer 
clothes and so on. What if cutting back on those expenses 
just is not enough? 

The Consumer Credit Counseling Services recently is
sued a news release offering more ways to save money. 
Tommye White, director of counseling, training and de
velopment, says that food, clothing and housing account 
for mqst expenses for families and suggest~ these areas 
are where families can save the most. 

According to the Bure.au of Labor Statistics' Consumer 
Expenditure Survey, in 1999 the average American house
hold spent $5,031 on food, of which $2,116 was spent on 
dining out; $12,057 on housing, and $1,743 on app<.1rel. 

To assist families trying to save money, CCCS offers 
the following tips for saving money on food: 

' 

Plan a week's worth of meals in advance and 
buy accordingly. 
Shop with a list. 
Stock up on non-perishable items. 
Clip coupons and buy items on sale. 
Buy in bulk, particulary items such as cereal and 
detergent. 
Purchase spring water by the gallon at.distribu
tion centers. 
Compare price-per-ounce or other unit prices on 
shelf labeJs, stock up.on those items with low 
per-unit costs. 

CCCS gives these tips for cutting cost on clothing: 

' 

• 

Shop for clothes al upscale resale shops. 
Stick with white shirts and blouses that can be 
mixed and matched with many outfits. 
Iron your own shirts and blouses and use home 
drycleaning kits. 

Tips for saving money on housing include: 
Do minor plumbing and other home 1;epairs your 
self. Read a home improvement book or consult 
an expert ahead of time. 
Insulate your attic, doors and windows to mini
mize air loss. The average family spends $1,300 
a year on home utilities and could reduce its en
ergy consumption by up to 30 percent by being 
more energy efficient. 

Trans.portion also can be costly. The average American 
family spends $7,011 on transportion per year according 
to the Consumer Expen~iture Survey. Even though 
transport ion may not be one of the big three necessitities, 
CCCS also offers some tips on saving money: 

Plan car trips so fhat you complete several er
rands during each trip. For example, if you 'fe 
going to the grocery store, return the video rental 
so you won't have to make another trip. 
Take a defensive driving course and reduce your 
car insurance. Some defensive driving plans are 
offered online. 
Keep your tires properly inflated so your engine 
doesn't have to work harder to move the car, and 
keep your engine tuned so you get the most 
mileage out of your .gasoline. 

CCCS offers these lips and many other money man
agement ideas. For more information or help, call a credit 
counselor at 1 (800) 873-2227. 
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COM art student Tamisha Franklin looks at her photograph which won second place and an award of $300 
at the GCIC Student Art Competition held in February at San Jacinto College South. Franklin currently Is 
a sophmore at COM and plans to attend Stephen F. Austin State University. (Photo by Jill R. Danner) 

Franklin passionate about photography 
By JILL R. DANNER 
Staff Reporter 

"I a~ always inspired by the many different ways 
that art affects people, the ways that emotions or opin
ions on certain subjects can change by simply being 
a piece of art," says Tamisha Franklin of her photo 
which won second place and a $300 award in the Gulf 
Coast Intercollegiate Conference Student Art Com
petition held in February at San Jacinto College South. 

College of the Mainland student Franklin began her 
art career in the seventh g·rade. She entered a Design 
an Ad contest and won $25. "I drew a clown with a 
really big smile," she said. After that she began to 
take her art seriously. During the eighth grade she 
was tutored on Sundays in drawing by COM art stu
dent Sonya Bazan. Since then she has had other draw
ing tutors and presently has a mentor in photography. 

"I've learned a lot from Susan Henry in her pho
tography studio _and gallery on Post Office in 
Galveston." Henry has mentored Franklin for the past 
five }'ears, teaching her studio lighting and portrait 
photography. Franklin enjoys studio work, panicu
larly the use of dramatic lighting. 

Franklin's favorite photographers are Cindy 
Sherman and Nan Goldin. Sherman, who does self
portraits, uses make-up and dramatic lighting to show 
women's roles in society. Goldin documents her own 
life in a personal diary of photos of herself and her 
friends. 

Franklin uses extreme lighting in her self ·portraits, 
lending them a mysterious air. In addition to photog
raphy, her favorite medium is working with an air 
brush and charcoiil combined. "I don't think that any
one is doing their drawings this way," she remarks. 

Franklin will show her photos, drawings and paint
ings at the An Walk on April 28 at Big House An
tiques on Post Office and 22nd streets in Galveston. 
The Walk is from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.; however, the art 
will be on display throughoul May. 

Franklin also will donate an art piece in a silent 
auction at Windmiller's Salon and G11.llery the evening 
of the Walk. Proceeds will go to the AIDS Coalition 
of Coastal Texas. 
· When Franklin isn't creating art, she enjoys watch· 

ing foreign films and racing cars on her play station. 
She also finds cinema photography interesting be
cause it is another form of camera work to explore. 

Franklin, who has won various scholarship at COM 
based on her drawing and photography skills, plans 
to attend Stephen F. Austin State University in 
Nacogdoches to earn a bachelor's degree in fine arts. 
She graduated from La Marque High School inl998 
and is a sophomore here. 

Franklin is an onlv child and admits she is spoiled. 
Her mother takes h;r on a vacation of her choice ev~ 
ery year. "This helps me grow," she says with a nod. 

Although her home is here, Franklin's heart ulti
mately is set on Jiving in San Fransico doing com
mercial photography and fine art. 

The College of the Mainland Humanities Team will sponsor the Second Annual Poetry Fest April 26 
during College Hour in the Learning Resources Center breezeway. 

The Poetry Fest will be held in conjunction with Williams Shakespeare's birthday,· April 23, 1564. 
Shakespeare wrote approximately 154 sonnets and 37 plays. · 

For more information, call Dr. Mark Sanders at (409) 938-1211 or I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 356. 
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Dreams stimulate 
more than thought 
By DANA SPARLlNG 
Assistant Editor 

Have you ever had a dream that seemed so real you 
confused it with reality? How about when you feel like 
you are free falling ani:J then your body suddenly jolts 
before you hit the groun~? Do you sometimes wake up 
from a dream that seems totally outrageous and wonder 
how your mind created it'? Well, if you answered yes to 
any of these questions, then you are not alone. 

We all dream, whether we remember or not. Our minds 
never sleep. We spend roughly six years of our lives 
dreaming. But the question remains-why do we dream? 

One of the prominent dream theories is Sigmund Freud's 
Sexual Theory. Freud, an Austrian physician (1859-1939), 
believed that dreams express unconscious erotic·wishes. 
They occur on two levels. Manifest dream content con
tains the remembered part of a dream. The latent content 
is uncovered with the help of an analyst and contains the 
underlying but censored meaning of the dream. Largely, 
Freud believed the sexual urges were repressed from child
hood. 

Freudian dream examples include: If you feel you can't 
move, you are holding something back; and if you feel 
you are falling, you are giving into something. 

Another prominent theory comes from American psy· 
choJogist Calvin Hall. Hall believed people mostly dream 
about common; everyday objects and situations known 
as information processing. He disagreed with Freud, stat
ing that dreams have no latent content, but rather focus 
on present concerns. Dreams, he said, are the result of the 
brain processing our daily experiences. 

According to his book, The Meaning of Dreams, Hall 
analyzed 10,000 dreams in.the 1940s. Hall's research de
termined that dreams have the potential to reveal the con· 
ception of impulses, prohibitions, penalties, problems and 
conflicts. He also found that one out of 10 dreams occur 
in recreational settings such as dances, parties, parks and 
beaches. 

H.ill concluded five central confliCts from his research: 
1) conceptual struggle of the self in relation to mother 
and father; 2) freedom vs. security; 3) masculine traits 
vs. feminine traits; 4) culture vs. animal nature; and 5) 
life vs. death. 

Hall's theory agrees with Freud's, but with slight varia
tions. Freud believed some dreams are impressions of the 
past few days. Our brain selects minor impressions that 
go unnoticed in waking life. 

Even though Hall's theory is the more logical, it is not 
the most widely accepted. Most people believe dreams 
erupt from neural activity that spreads upward from the 
braiOstem 'due to stimulation. This theory states that 
dreams are real experiences produced by stimuli, such as 
smells, sounds, temperature changes, or lights'. Stimulus 
incites reactions or experiences in dreams. A ringing alann 
could represent bells or a siren; the sound of a car might 
represent a gun shot or an earthquake, and the feeling of a 
cold breeze would feel like skiing in your dream. 

In The Interpretation of Dreams, Laurence Porter writes 
about an e~periment tha1 was conducted in which a candle 
was placed into a sleeping person's hand on two separat~ 
occasions. In the first dream, the person dreamed he was 
piaying gaff, and in the second dream he was lifting'a bar 
in a training class. 

There are many theories as to why we dream. Different 
cultures also have several beliefs. The ancient Hebrews 
believed dreams were gifts from God. In ancient Greece, 
dream interpreters accompanied leaders into battles be
cause it w;.is believed dreams held important signs. Some 
early Christians believed dreams were the work of the 
devil. In ancient Egypt, dream interpreters were priests 
known as "masters of the secret things," and documented 
their findings in hieroglyphics. Finally, Freud believed 
dreams are the window to the soul. 

• 
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Texas offers courtesy 
patrols in majo-r cities 
By JILL R. DANNER 
Staff Rep,;,rter 

One of the primary functions of the College of the Main
land police department is campus safety. In the interest of 
safety, the Police Team provides services that include as
sisting students and college personnel 'lVhen locked out of 
their vehicles, assisting with a jump start, calling a tow 
truck, and providing escorts lo and from vehicles. 

Of the six full-time and 10 part-time officers on staff, 
an orricer is on campus 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
patrolling the parking lots and buildings. 

Police Team leader, Officer E.W. "Butch" Carr, empha
sizes, "It is very important to report to the Police Team if 
you will be in -the building after IO p.m. This is for your 
safety." Call ( 409) 938-1211 or .1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 
403, for non emergencies or Ext. 599 for emergencies or 
if there is no answer at Ext: 403. 

The COM Police Team is working on a Crisis Emer
gency Manual which should be ready by the end of April. 
The manual will explain emergency procedures in detail 
and will be taught at COM staff team meetings, Carr said. 

As far as safety on Texas highways is concerned, a free 
courtesy patrol iS available on major freeways in Aus.tin, 
Dallas, Fort Worth, Houston and San Antonio. The Motor 
Vehicle Highway Assistance Program is paid for by a gov
ernment grant, through taxes. ·The courtesy patrol will 
change a flat tire, bring gasoline, help start a car, or cal_l a 
tow truck. 

Assistance is available in Galveston County, but it is 
not free. The Galveston County sheriff's department may 
be contacted at (409) 938·9269 or (409) 948-2525. The 
department will call for a tow truck or locksmith to help 
stranded motorists. 

The courtesy patrol numbers are as follows: 
AUSTIN: Monday, through Fridays, 6 a.m. to 10 p.m., 

(512) 832-7310. 
DALLAS: Mondays through Fridays, 4:30 a.m. to 10 

p.m., and Saturdays and Sundays, 9:30 a.m. to 6 P·rl!·, 
(214) 320-4444 or pager (214) 512-2726. 

FORT WORTH: 24 hours a day with the exception of 
Fridays and Saturdays when the service is available from 
midnight to 6 a.m. only, (8i7) 370-6656. 

HOUSTON: Mondays through Fr\.days, 6 a.m. to IO 

p.m., Saturday and Sunday, 10 p.m. to 6 a.m., (713) 225-
5627. 

SAN ANTONIO, 24 hours a day. (2JO) 422-7782 or 
pager (210) 220-7118. 

Safety driver's priority 
Continued from Page 4 
two were unconscious and slumped over the steering wheel 
so that they were lying over the airbag, two were using 
only the shoulder portion of the seatbelt, anj:i One was us
ing only the lap portion of the seatbelt. Of the 63 killed, 
only 15 were wearing a seatbelt properly. One driver's 
use of the seatbelt is unknown. 

The seven passengers killed by airbags wete a belted 
98-year-old fei:riale, an unbelted 8S-year-old fom~le, a 
belted 64-year-old ferT!ale, an unbelted 79-year-old female, 
an unbelted 57-year-old male, an unbelted 66-year-old fe
male and an unbelted 22-year-old female:. 

People who drive a vetiicle with airbags can go to 
<www.hwysafety.org> and get their vehicle's crash test 
scores. The Web site gives an overall score, a score of the 
structure/sarety cage, the area of the vehicle that surrounds 
the driver and passengers; injury measures of the head/ 
neck, chest, left leg/foot. right leg/foot and restraints, anj 
dummy movements. Drivers also may compare their 
vehicle's rating with vehicles in the same category. 

Drivers of vehicles equipped with airbag::rmust take the 
responsibility of ensuring every occupant's safety. The 
driver must be sure that all children ride in the backseat 
of the vehicle and that every occupant is wearing his or 
her seatbelt properly. When precautions are taken, airbags 
will save lives. 

,. 
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The U.S. Air Force band, Knight Hawk, plays the jazz tune, "Woodchoppers Ball," for an enthusiastic 
crowd that responded with applause and whistles. The band played a variety of jazz numbers in a con
cert at COM Friday, March 30. The band, stationed at Lackland Air Force Base In San Antonio, performed 
songs, such as "I've Got the World on a String" sung by vocalist, Andre Rascoe, as well as "Up From 
New Orleans" and "Lament." The performance took place at the Learning Resources Auditorium. Knight 
Hawk has performed at the Texas Jazz Festival, International Association of Jazz Educators Conven• 
tion, Corpus Christi Jazz Fdstival ~nd the Galveston Jazz Festival. (Photo by Jill R. Danner) 

Toxic- chemicals danger to everyone 
By DANA SPARLING 
Assistant Editor 

''For the first time in the history of the world, every 
hYman being is subjected to contact Wilh dangerous 
chemicals, from the moment of conception until.death," 
writes author Rachel Carson who is famous for her book, 
The Silent Spring. 

"The World Health Organization recently confinned 
that, although the majority of infoi-mation on chemical 
hazards is gathered in the North, most of the exposure 
and the impact is in the South," writes Adam Markham 
in A Brief History of Pollution. 

Galveston Bay, the port of Texas City, is home to seven 
major petroche'mical facilities. And it is here where 
America's worst industrial disaster occurred, the Texas 
City disasJer. In 1947 two freight ships loading ammo~ 
nium nitrate fertilizer exploded and caught fire, killing 
576 people and injuring more than 4,000 people. 

Toxic waste consists'of harmful chemicals that are iden
tified in three categories: \ow-level, high-level and tran
suranic waste: 

Low-level waste is produced mainly by industrial ac
tivities and materials such as nondestructive testing, pro
tective clothing, cleaning materials and cooling water. 

According to W.B. Yapp, author of Prodw.;tion, Pollu
tion and Protection, high-level waste is of concern be
cause of its high toxicity and long half-lives. High-level 
waste generates heat, ·and only after 600 years of decay is 
the heat no longer of serious consequence. 

Transuranic waste is produced mainly from military 
nuclear program:s and has a half-life of 20 years. The 
present policy requires transuranic waste to he incorpo
rated into borosilicate glass and encapsulated in stainless 
steel canisters that are lO feet high, I foot in diameter 
and weigh 100 pounds. The canisters are then emplaced 
in deep geologic storage. 

Even when toxic waste is disposed of properly, it still 
poses a threat to the environment. Over the years. con
tamination of landfills by high-level waste has become 
more widespread. E. Willard Miller states in Environmen
wl Hazards: Toxic Waste ::nd Hazardous. Material, t"hat 
in the Midwest alone, 90 percent of municipally. operated 
landfills rontain hazardous and toXic _waste. 

Under new regulations, ind_ustries generating more tQ_an 
220 pounds of toxic waste per monih must report the dis-

• 

• 

posal to the proper authorities. Officials fs:ar that small 
firms with liltje capital will illegally dispose of the waste 
in municipal landfills to avoid paperwork and fees of $50-
$250 per drum. 

Another method of disposal is burial. Three sites are 
designated for this and are located in South Carolina, Ne
vada and Washington state. At these sites the containers 
are inspected, monitored, and placed in shallow burial 
pits and trenches. Some toxic waste is encased in ·con
crete coniainers· and placed in the ocean. Dixie Lee Ray, 
author of Trashing the Planer, found that lower radioac
tive waste is dispersed into rivers and oceans. 

In 1987 Congress voted on a bill for a permanent re
pository for high-level nuclear waste from nuclear power 
plants. The issue was debated for more than 10 years; a 
final decision was made recently. The repository is lo· 
catcd in the Yucca Mountains, JOO miles from Las Vegas, 
Nev. It has· been widt:ly accepted that the area's ground 
water will contain waste and migrate to the surface in 
less than l,000 years. 

On June 2, 1998, the bill was voted on by 99 state rep
resentatives. Only 39 representatives voted against the 
bill. and,60 representatives voted for no environmental 
action to be taken. 

Texas Sens. Phil Gramm and Kay Bailey Hutchinson 
voted for anti-environmental action. From 1993-1999, 
Gramm voted on three environmental issues and 
Hutchinson voted on one. Roughly 100 issues were ne
glected by our senators during those six years. 

But no matter where or how toxic waste is disposed of, 
it does not go away. The elements that make up toxic 
wastes can .be harmful for many years. Radioactivity is 
measured in half-lives. A half-life is the length of time 
required for radiation to diminish by half its strength. For 
t:xample, uranium has a half-life of 4 l/2 billion years. 
the age of the Earth. Thorium has a half-life of 14 billion 
years and plutonium's half-life is 74,000 years. 

If we continue to pollute the Earth with toxic -waste, 
we will be drinking, bathing and breathing these toxic 
chemicals. By the time any toxic waste weakens, we will 
all be dead. No ont: can outlive chemicals that take thou
sands, millions and even billions of years to dilute. These 
types of waste are produced every day. At this r:ite, how 
much longer can we expect the Earth to survive? 

For more information, visit <www.lcv.org> or 
<www.sa'!'."eourcnvironment.org>. 
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Many concerns voiced, heard at forum 

COM student Courtney Johnson voices his concern 
in the StUdent Concerns Forum hosted by SAB March 
6 in the Student Center. (Photo by Dana Sparling) 

By ROBIN !ARSON . 
Photography Editor 

Are you disappointed With your experience at College 
of the Mainland? The Student Activities Board held this 
semester's Student Concerns Forum on March 6 so stu
dents could v9ice any problems they had. 

The forum was held in the Student Center with COM 
President "Butch" Hayes; Pim Cr<1vcnport, vice president/ 
dean of Student Services; James Templer, vice president/ -
dean of Instruction; and Dr. Ilenry D. Pope, dean of Col· 
lcge and Financial Services; ready to listen to students' 
p~oblems regarding COM. 

COM student Johnny Morris spoke first saying he 
wanted campus clubs and organizations to interact with 
one another to unite students and ~llow clubs ·to have a 
more enjoyable atmosphere. SAB adviser Maryann Urick 

said in response that the board planned a Club luncheon 
March 29 so that club members could come together and 
share their experiences and be able to develop more per
sonal relationships. The luncheon was held in the Gym 
in Room P-112. Davenport agreed that it was a good idea 
to have the luncheon so that students could interact with 
one another on a one-on-one basis. 

The next concern came from student Jenny Long who 
said that the parking spaces in Lot A are too small for 
large vehicles. She said it was impossible for her truck to 
weave through the other vehicles to find a parking space. 
Dr. Pope told her it would be impossible to change the 
parking lot to accommodate large vehicles. He suggested 
large vehicles park elsewhere. 

Student Katina Gilmore spoke about the math course, 
Math for Liberal Arts. She said at the beginning of the 
semester the class had 21 students, but by now attendance 
had dropped to eight students. Gilmore said enrollment 
has dropped so dramatically because there are not enough 
tutors for the course. She said she has asked repeatedly 
for help from other tutors, but none will help her because 
they do not specialize in that class. When she finally found 
a tutor who could help, his two hour-tutoring time con
flicted with her schedule. Templer suggested Gilmore med 
with him another lime.to find a solution to her problem. 

Student Joyce Johnson's concern was that the clo:ioer 
she gets to graduatiOA the more her classes conflict. She 
said not enough classes in different time slots are offered. 
Johnson wants more cla~ses scheduled bftween 2 and 5 
p.m. This also was a concern addressed at last fall's fo
r.um. Templer said more afternoon classes are planned, 
and ~tudents should expect a change this fall. 

SAB members considered the forum 3 huge success 
because t_he approximately 25 students who came were 
not afraid to voice their opinions and had the opportunity 
lo inform the administrators of pfobleals and receive help
ful answers. 

"Every problem may not be corrected," Oavenpon said. 
"However, the ones that can be corrected will happen 
eventually." 

The next concerns forum will be held in the fall. No 
date has been set. 

COM students win 8 awards at Sports Day 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Maoaging ~ditor 

The biannual Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference 
Sports Day was held March 22 at Lee College in 

Sandi Martinez competes In the GCIC Sports Day 
volleyball competlon at Lee College. COM's vol
leyball team placed first. (Photo by Robin Larson) 
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Baytown. 
Seven colleges and approximately 28 students com

peted in the event. College of the.Mainland students 
brought back two first place awards, one second place 
award and fiVe third place awards. 

The COM VQlleyball team placed first. Team mem
bers were Mario Martinez, Brian Alexander, Paul 
Tullis, Chris Hoot, Sandi Martinez, Linda Lopez and 
Thyias Bogan.." 

COM student Helbert Salandanan placed first in ten
nis, and student Kenneth Wyatt tied for third with 
Shawn Mchone from San Jacinto Central. 

In the 3-on-3 basketball competition, COM students 
Dominique Gre'.cn, Keith Sumrall, Eloi Perry and Ri
chard Goodnight placed third. 

The COM softball team also participated in Sports 
Day and tied for third place with San Jacinto North. 
COM team members included Chris Barkmann, Tim 
Talley, Michele Mejia, Michael Castilla, Naomi 
Grimaldo, Dennis Smith, Michael Navarro, Adam 
Files, Corey Lising, David Mullins, Janelle Castilla, 
Kelly Williamson and Brian Berg. 

Josh White represented COM in the billiards tour
nament and pla<;ed second. Erik Steinme!Z competed 
in · table tennis and placed third. 

The 6ther '?olleges participating in Sports Day were 
Brarosport, Kingwood, North Harris Community, San 
Jacinto North and South, and Wharton County. .. 

• 
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PTK inducts 61 
superb students 
By DAVID WRIGHT 
Staff Rq>orter 

The spring induction of the College of the Main
land Sigma Delta chapter of Phi Theta Kappa was 
held March 4. P'TK inducted 61 new members this 
spring in the ceremony held in the Leaming Re
sources Center Auditoriutl\. Leslie Richardson, 
PTK adviser, said. 

PTK President Fabian Sifuentes opened the 
ceremony with the introduction of guest speaker 
Jacquelyn Battise, an American Indian. 

Battise spoke on the importance of a person 
knowing who he or she is and what his or her 
surroundings are. knowing those two; she said, 
is the key to having a successful life. Battise ended 
her speech with a story about a grandmother and 
her grandson; the moral of the story was that the 
people a person looks up to, such_ as a mentor 
shouldn't be taken for granted. 

Battise emphasized that people don't know how 
much mentors look after them, how much they 
do for them, and the little things mentors do that 
are just as impprtant as the big things. 

Among those to atteild were PTK advisers 
Cindy Lucas and Leslie Richardson, and PTK of
ficers Sifuentes, president; Simone Rieck, vice 
president; Carol Voigt, treasurer; Betty Schiel, 
secretary; and Gina Butler, historian. 

PTK requirements, set by the international so
ciety, include an intitial 3.600 grade point aver
age, C(?mpleting 12 college credit hours and be
ing currently enrolled in a college level class. at 
COM. PTK offers benefits such as scholarships 
and career placement opportunities. 
, For more information about a YfK member, call 

(409) 938-1211 or t (888)-258-8859 Richardson 
or Lucas at Ext. 329 or Ext. 326, respectively. 

• 

Godspell auditions in May 
The College or the Mainland Arena Theatre will hold 

auditions in May for the summer musical Godspell. Be
cause the COM thi;ater is a community theater, the audi· 
lions are open to the public. The aspiring actors will give 
cold readings from the ·script. 

Godspe/1 is a musical retelling of the Gospel accord· 
ing to Matthew. It features such popular songs as "Save 
the People;" "Day by Day," "Light of the World" and "Pre
pare Ye the Way of the Lord." 

Auditions will be held in the Fine Arts Building Sun
day, May 20, at 1:30 p.m. and Monday, May 21, at 7 p.m. 

Godspell runs from July 19 through Aug. 12. Show 
times arc Thursdays through Saturdays at 8 p.m., and 
Sundays at 2:30 p.m. 

Vehicles.accepted as donations 
· The American Lung Association of Texas is fighting to 

"drive out" lung disease. 

Through -the association's Vehicle Donation Program, 
individuals can receive a tax break on their 2001 federaf 

1ncome tax when they donate their old used car, truck, 
boat or recreational vehicle to the ALA of Texas. In some 
cases, lhe donation may he worth more as an income tax 
deduction, than as a trade-in on a new vehicle. The asso
ciation will pick up vehicles free of charge. Proceeds will 
help more than 2.2 million Texans suffering from lung 
cancer, asthma, emphysema and other lung diseases. 

To donate or for more information, call 1 (800) 252-
5864 or visit the Web site at <www.texaslung.org>. 
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YOU'LL NEVER KNOW UNLESS YOU TRY IT ON 

Have you ever dreamed of having your byline in a news
paper? Do you write, but just don't know who would print 
your work? 

Enroll in COMM 2311 (Ncwsgathering and Writing I), 
College of the Mainland's beginning jour-
nalism course and become a part Of our 

', 

• 

starting from the skeletal stages of coming up with 
story ideas to producing the final product. 

Writers who already have some experience may 
enroll in COMM 2305 (Editing and Layout) with 

the professor's approval. 

award-winning campus newspaper, 
lntcrCOM. IF IT FITS, WEAR IT. 

Summer I enrollment in either 
course must be acCompanicd with 
the lab, COMM 1129, which meets 
in the afternoons at the student's. 
convenience. COMM 2,311 meets 
Mondays through Thursdays from 

Whether you're a journalism major, or 
just wish to sharpen your writing skills, 
becoming a member of the newspaper staff 
offers experience in an array of categories, 
including straight news, opinions, i·n-depth 
reports of your choice; movie-film-book-or
play rcviewst cartoon strips, political car
toons and personality skctd1es. 

As an lntcrCOM staffer you get hands
on experience in llC\vspapcr constrnction, 

• 
• 

lnterCOM 
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I :30 to 3:20 p.m. COMM 2305 
meets Mondays through Thursdays 
from I :30 lo 5:20 p.m. 

For more information call Astrid 
H. Loweryat(409)938-1211 or I 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 314, or e-mail 
alowery@mail.mainl"nd.cc.tx.us· 
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Many concerns voiced, heard at forum 

COM student Courtney Johnson voices his concern 
in the StUdent Concerns Forum hosted by SAB March 
6 in the Student Center. (Photo by Dana Sparling) 

By ROBIN !ARSON . 
Photography Editor 

Are you disappointed With your experience at College 
of the Mainland? The Student Activities Board held this 
semester's Student Concerns Forum on March 6 so stu
dents could v9ice any problems they had. 

The forum was held in the Student Center with COM 
President "Butch" Hayes; Pim Cr<1vcnport, vice president/ 
dean of Student Services; James Templer, vice president/ -
dean of Instruction; and Dr. Ilenry D. Pope, dean of Col· 
lcge and Financial Services; ready to listen to students' 
p~oblems regarding COM. 

COM student Johnny Morris spoke first saying he 
wanted campus clubs and organizations to interact with 
one another to unite students and ~llow clubs ·to have a 
more enjoyable atmosphere. SAB adviser Maryann Urick 

said in response that the board planned a Club luncheon 
March 29 so that club members could come together and 
share their experiences and be able to develop more per
sonal relationships. The luncheon was held in the Gym 
in Room P-112. Davenport agreed that it was a good idea 
to have the luncheon so that students could interact with 
one another on a one-on-one basis. 

The next concern came from student Jenny Long who 
said that the parking spaces in Lot A are too small for 
large vehicles. She said it was impossible for her truck to 
weave through the other vehicles to find a parking space. 
Dr. Pope told her it would be impossible to change the 
parking lot to accommodate large vehicles. He suggested 
large vehicles park elsewhere. 

Student Katina Gilmore spoke about the math course, 
Math for Liberal Arts. She said at the beginning of the 
semester the class had 21 students, but by now attendance 
had dropped to eight students. Gilmore said enrollment 
has dropped so dramatically because there are not enough 
tutors for the course. She said she has asked repeatedly 
for help from other tutors, but none will help her because 
they do not specialize in that class. When she finally found 
a tutor who could help, his two hour-tutoring time con
flicted with her schedule. Templer suggested Gilmore med 
with him another lime.to find a solution to her problem. 

Student Joyce Johnson's concern was that the clo:ioer 
she gets to graduatiOA the more her classes conflict. She 
said not enough classes in different time slots are offered. 
Johnson wants more cla~ses scheduled bftween 2 and 5 
p.m. This also was a concern addressed at last fall's fo
r.um. Templer said more afternoon classes are planned, 
and ~tudents should expect a change this fall. 

SAB members considered the forum 3 huge success 
because t_he approximately 25 students who came were 
not afraid to voice their opinions and had the opportunity 
lo inform the administrators of pfobleals and receive help
ful answers. 

"Every problem may not be corrected," Oavenpon said. 
"However, the ones that can be corrected will happen 
eventually." 

The next concerns forum will be held in the fall. No 
date has been set. 

COM students win 8 awards at Sports Day 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Maoaging ~ditor 

The biannual Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference 
Sports Day was held March 22 at Lee College in 

Sandi Martinez competes In the GCIC Sports Day 
volleyball competlon at Lee College. COM's vol
leyball team placed first. (Photo by Robin Larson) 
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Baytown. 
Seven colleges and approximately 28 students com

peted in the event. College of the.Mainland students 
brought back two first place awards, one second place 
award and fiVe third place awards. 

The COM VQlleyball team placed first. Team mem
bers were Mario Martinez, Brian Alexander, Paul 
Tullis, Chris Hoot, Sandi Martinez, Linda Lopez and 
Thyias Bogan.." 

COM student Helbert Salandanan placed first in ten
nis, and student Kenneth Wyatt tied for third with 
Shawn Mchone from San Jacinto Central. 

In the 3-on-3 basketball competition, COM students 
Dominique Gre'.cn, Keith Sumrall, Eloi Perry and Ri
chard Goodnight placed third. 

The COM softball team also participated in Sports 
Day and tied for third place with San Jacinto North. 
COM team members included Chris Barkmann, Tim 
Talley, Michele Mejia, Michael Castilla, Naomi 
Grimaldo, Dennis Smith, Michael Navarro, Adam 
Files, Corey Lising, David Mullins, Janelle Castilla, 
Kelly Williamson and Brian Berg. 

Josh White represented COM in the billiards tour
nament and pla<;ed second. Erik Steinme!Z competed 
in · table tennis and placed third. 

The 6ther '?olleges participating in Sports Day were 
Brarosport, Kingwood, North Harris Community, San 
Jacinto North and South, and Wharton County. .. 
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PTK inducts 61 
superb students 
By DAVID WRIGHT 
Staff Rq>orter 

The spring induction of the College of the Main
land Sigma Delta chapter of Phi Theta Kappa was 
held March 4. P'TK inducted 61 new members this 
spring in the ceremony held in the Leaming Re
sources Center Auditoriutl\. Leslie Richardson, 
PTK adviser, said. 

PTK President Fabian Sifuentes opened the 
ceremony with the introduction of guest speaker 
Jacquelyn Battise, an American Indian. 

Battise spoke on the importance of a person 
knowing who he or she is and what his or her 
surroundings are. knowing those two; she said, 
is the key to having a successful life. Battise ended 
her speech with a story about a grandmother and 
her grandson; the moral of the story was that the 
people a person looks up to, such_ as a mentor 
shouldn't be taken for granted. 

Battise emphasized that people don't know how 
much mentors look after them, how much they 
do for them, and the little things mentors do that 
are just as impprtant as the big things. 

Among those to atteild were PTK advisers 
Cindy Lucas and Leslie Richardson, and PTK of
ficers Sifuentes, president; Simone Rieck, vice 
president; Carol Voigt, treasurer; Betty Schiel, 
secretary; and Gina Butler, historian. 

PTK requirements, set by the international so
ciety, include an intitial 3.600 grade point aver
age, C(?mpleting 12 college credit hours and be
ing currently enrolled in a college level class. at 
COM. PTK offers benefits such as scholarships 
and career placement opportunities. 
, For more information about a YfK member, call 

(409) 938-1211 or t (888)-258-8859 Richardson 
or Lucas at Ext. 329 or Ext. 326, respectively. 

• 

Godspell auditions in May 
The College or the Mainland Arena Theatre will hold 

auditions in May for the summer musical Godspell. Be
cause the COM thi;ater is a community theater, the audi· 
lions are open to the public. The aspiring actors will give 
cold readings from the ·script. 

Godspe/1 is a musical retelling of the Gospel accord· 
ing to Matthew. It features such popular songs as "Save 
the People;" "Day by Day," "Light of the World" and "Pre
pare Ye the Way of the Lord." 

Auditions will be held in the Fine Arts Building Sun
day, May 20, at 1:30 p.m. and Monday, May 21, at 7 p.m. 

Godspell runs from July 19 through Aug. 12. Show 
times arc Thursdays through Saturdays at 8 p.m., and 
Sundays at 2:30 p.m. 

Vehicles.accepted as donations 
· The American Lung Association of Texas is fighting to 

"drive out" lung disease. 

Through -the association's Vehicle Donation Program, 
individuals can receive a tax break on their 2001 federaf 

1ncome tax when they donate their old used car, truck, 
boat or recreational vehicle to the ALA of Texas. In some 
cases, lhe donation may he worth more as an income tax 
deduction, than as a trade-in on a new vehicle. The asso
ciation will pick up vehicles free of charge. Proceeds will 
help more than 2.2 million Texans suffering from lung 
cancer, asthma, emphysema and other lung diseases. 

To donate or for more information, call 1 (800) 252-
5864 or visit the Web site at <www.texaslung.org>. 
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YOU'LL NEVER KNOW UNLESS YOU TRY IT ON 

Have you ever dreamed of having your byline in a news
paper? Do you write, but just don't know who would print 
your work? 

Enroll in COMM 2311 (Ncwsgathering and Writing I), 
College of the Mainland's beginning jour-
nalism course and become a part Of our 

', 

• 

starting from the skeletal stages of coming up with 
story ideas to producing the final product. 

Writers who already have some experience may 
enroll in COMM 2305 (Editing and Layout) with 

the professor's approval. 

award-winning campus newspaper, 
lntcrCOM. IF IT FITS, WEAR IT. 

Summer I enrollment in either 
course must be acCompanicd with 
the lab, COMM 1129, which meets 
in the afternoons at the student's. 
convenience. COMM 2,311 meets 
Mondays through Thursdays from 

Whether you're a journalism major, or 
just wish to sharpen your writing skills, 
becoming a member of the newspaper staff 
offers experience in an array of categories, 
including straight news, opinions, i·n-depth 
reports of your choice; movie-film-book-or
play rcviewst cartoon strips, political car
toons and personality skctd1es. 

As an lntcrCOM staffer you get hands
on experience in llC\vspapcr constrnction, 

• 
• 

lnterCOM 

• 

I :30 to 3:20 p.m. COMM 2305 
meets Mondays through Thursdays 
from I :30 lo 5:20 p.m. 

For more information call Astrid 
H. Loweryat(409)938-1211 or I 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 314, or e-mail 
alowery@mail.mainl"nd.cc.tx.us· 
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COM art student Tamisha Franklin looks at her photograph which won second place and an award of $300 
at the GCIC Student Art Competition held in February at San Jacinto College South. Franklin currently Is 
a sophmore at COM and plans to attend Stephen F. Austin State University. (Photo by Jill R. Danner) 

Franklin passionate about photography 
By JILL R. DANNER 
Staff Reporter 

"I a~ always inspired by the many different ways 
that art affects people, the ways that emotions or opin
ions on certain subjects can change by simply being 
a piece of art," says Tamisha Franklin of her photo 
which won second place and a $300 award in the Gulf 
Coast Intercollegiate Conference Student Art Com
petition held in February at San Jacinto College South. 

College of the Mainland student Franklin began her 
art career in the seventh g·rade. She entered a Design 
an Ad contest and won $25. "I drew a clown with a 
really big smile," she said. After that she began to 
take her art seriously. During the eighth grade she 
was tutored on Sundays in drawing by COM art stu
dent Sonya Bazan. Since then she has had other draw
ing tutors and presently has a mentor in photography. 

"I've learned a lot from Susan Henry in her pho
tography studio _and gallery on Post Office in 
Galveston." Henry has mentored Franklin for the past 
five }'ears, teaching her studio lighting and portrait 
photography. Franklin enjoys studio work, panicu
larly the use of dramatic lighting. 

Franklin's favorite photographers are Cindy 
Sherman and Nan Goldin. Sherman, who does self
portraits, uses make-up and dramatic lighting to show 
women's roles in society. Goldin documents her own 
life in a personal diary of photos of herself and her 
friends. 

Franklin uses extreme lighting in her self ·portraits, 
lending them a mysterious air. In addition to photog
raphy, her favorite medium is working with an air 
brush and charcoiil combined. "I don't think that any
one is doing their drawings this way," she remarks. 

Franklin will show her photos, drawings and paint
ings at the An Walk on April 28 at Big House An
tiques on Post Office and 22nd streets in Galveston. 
The Walk is from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.; however, the art 
will be on display throughoul May. 

Franklin also will donate an art piece in a silent 
auction at Windmiller's Salon and G11.llery the evening 
of the Walk. Proceeds will go to the AIDS Coalition 
of Coastal Texas. 
· When Franklin isn't creating art, she enjoys watch· 

ing foreign films and racing cars on her play station. 
She also finds cinema photography interesting be
cause it is another form of camera work to explore. 

Franklin, who has won various scholarship at COM 
based on her drawing and photography skills, plans 
to attend Stephen F. Austin State University in 
Nacogdoches to earn a bachelor's degree in fine arts. 
She graduated from La Marque High School inl998 
and is a sophomore here. 

Franklin is an onlv child and admits she is spoiled. 
Her mother takes h;r on a vacation of her choice ev~ 
ery year. "This helps me grow," she says with a nod. 

Although her home is here, Franklin's heart ulti
mately is set on Jiving in San Fransico doing com
mercial photography and fine art. 

The College of the Mainland Humanities Team will sponsor the Second Annual Poetry Fest April 26 
during College Hour in the Learning Resources Center breezeway. 

The Poetry Fest will be held in conjunction with Williams Shakespeare's birthday,· April 23, 1564. 
Shakespeare wrote approximately 154 sonnets and 37 plays. · 

For more information, call Dr. Mark Sanders at (409) 938-1211 or I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 356. 
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Dreams stimulate 
more than thought 
By DANA SPARLlNG 
Assistant Editor 

Have you ever had a dream that seemed so real you 
confused it with reality? How about when you feel like 
you are free falling ani:J then your body suddenly jolts 
before you hit the groun~? Do you sometimes wake up 
from a dream that seems totally outrageous and wonder 
how your mind created it'? Well, if you answered yes to 
any of these questions, then you are not alone. 

We all dream, whether we remember or not. Our minds 
never sleep. We spend roughly six years of our lives 
dreaming. But the question remains-why do we dream? 

One of the prominent dream theories is Sigmund Freud's 
Sexual Theory. Freud, an Austrian physician (1859-1939), 
believed that dreams express unconscious erotic·wishes. 
They occur on two levels. Manifest dream content con
tains the remembered part of a dream. The latent content 
is uncovered with the help of an analyst and contains the 
underlying but censored meaning of the dream. Largely, 
Freud believed the sexual urges were repressed from child
hood. 

Freudian dream examples include: If you feel you can't 
move, you are holding something back; and if you feel 
you are falling, you are giving into something. 

Another prominent theory comes from American psy· 
choJogist Calvin Hall. Hall believed people mostly dream 
about common; everyday objects and situations known 
as information processing. He disagreed with Freud, stat
ing that dreams have no latent content, but rather focus 
on present concerns. Dreams, he said, are the result of the 
brain processing our daily experiences. 

According to his book, The Meaning of Dreams, Hall 
analyzed 10,000 dreams in.the 1940s. Hall's research de
termined that dreams have the potential to reveal the con· 
ception of impulses, prohibitions, penalties, problems and 
conflicts. He also found that one out of 10 dreams occur 
in recreational settings such as dances, parties, parks and 
beaches. 

H.ill concluded five central confliCts from his research: 
1) conceptual struggle of the self in relation to mother 
and father; 2) freedom vs. security; 3) masculine traits 
vs. feminine traits; 4) culture vs. animal nature; and 5) 
life vs. death. 

Hall's theory agrees with Freud's, but with slight varia
tions. Freud believed some dreams are impressions of the 
past few days. Our brain selects minor impressions that 
go unnoticed in waking life. 

Even though Hall's theory is the more logical, it is not 
the most widely accepted. Most people believe dreams 
erupt from neural activity that spreads upward from the 
braiOstem 'due to stimulation. This theory states that 
dreams are real experiences produced by stimuli, such as 
smells, sounds, temperature changes, or lights'. Stimulus 
incites reactions or experiences in dreams. A ringing alann 
could represent bells or a siren; the sound of a car might 
represent a gun shot or an earthquake, and the feeling of a 
cold breeze would feel like skiing in your dream. 

In The Interpretation of Dreams, Laurence Porter writes 
about an e~periment tha1 was conducted in which a candle 
was placed into a sleeping person's hand on two separat~ 
occasions. In the first dream, the person dreamed he was 
piaying gaff, and in the second dream he was lifting'a bar 
in a training class. 

There are many theories as to why we dream. Different 
cultures also have several beliefs. The ancient Hebrews 
believed dreams were gifts from God. In ancient Greece, 
dream interpreters accompanied leaders into battles be
cause it w;.is believed dreams held important signs. Some 
early Christians believed dreams were the work of the 
devil. In ancient Egypt, dream interpreters were priests 
known as "masters of the secret things," and documented 
their findings in hieroglyphics. Finally, Freud believed 
dreams are the window to the soul. 
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Texas offers courtesy 
patrols in majo-r cities 
By JILL R. DANNER 
Staff Rep,;,rter 

One of the primary functions of the College of the Main
land police department is campus safety. In the interest of 
safety, the Police Team provides services that include as
sisting students and college personnel 'lVhen locked out of 
their vehicles, assisting with a jump start, calling a tow 
truck, and providing escorts lo and from vehicles. 

Of the six full-time and 10 part-time officers on staff, 
an orricer is on campus 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
patrolling the parking lots and buildings. 

Police Team leader, Officer E.W. "Butch" Carr, empha
sizes, "It is very important to report to the Police Team if 
you will be in -the building after IO p.m. This is for your 
safety." Call ( 409) 938-1211 or .1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 
403, for non emergencies or Ext. 599 for emergencies or 
if there is no answer at Ext: 403. 

The COM Police Team is working on a Crisis Emer
gency Manual which should be ready by the end of April. 
The manual will explain emergency procedures in detail 
and will be taught at COM staff team meetings, Carr said. 

As far as safety on Texas highways is concerned, a free 
courtesy patrol iS available on major freeways in Aus.tin, 
Dallas, Fort Worth, Houston and San Antonio. The Motor 
Vehicle Highway Assistance Program is paid for by a gov
ernment grant, through taxes. ·The courtesy patrol will 
change a flat tire, bring gasoline, help start a car, or cal_l a 
tow truck. 

Assistance is available in Galveston County, but it is 
not free. The Galveston County sheriff's department may 
be contacted at (409) 938·9269 or (409) 948-2525. The 
department will call for a tow truck or locksmith to help 
stranded motorists. 

The courtesy patrol numbers are as follows: 
AUSTIN: Monday, through Fridays, 6 a.m. to 10 p.m., 

(512) 832-7310. 
DALLAS: Mondays through Fridays, 4:30 a.m. to 10 

p.m., and Saturdays and Sundays, 9:30 a.m. to 6 P·rl!·, 
(214) 320-4444 or pager (214) 512-2726. 

FORT WORTH: 24 hours a day with the exception of 
Fridays and Saturdays when the service is available from 
midnight to 6 a.m. only, (8i7) 370-6656. 

HOUSTON: Mondays through Fr\.days, 6 a.m. to IO 

p.m., Saturday and Sunday, 10 p.m. to 6 a.m., (713) 225-
5627. 

SAN ANTONIO, 24 hours a day. (2JO) 422-7782 or 
pager (210) 220-7118. 

Safety driver's priority 
Continued from Page 4 
two were unconscious and slumped over the steering wheel 
so that they were lying over the airbag, two were using 
only the shoulder portion of the seatbelt, anj:i One was us
ing only the lap portion of the seatbelt. Of the 63 killed, 
only 15 were wearing a seatbelt properly. One driver's 
use of the seatbelt is unknown. 

The seven passengers killed by airbags wete a belted 
98-year-old fei:riale, an unbelted 8S-year-old fom~le, a 
belted 64-year-old ferT!ale, an unbelted 79-year-old female, 
an unbelted 57-year-old male, an unbelted 66-year-old fe
male and an unbelted 22-year-old female:. 

People who drive a vetiicle with airbags can go to 
<www.hwysafety.org> and get their vehicle's crash test 
scores. The Web site gives an overall score, a score of the 
structure/sarety cage, the area of the vehicle that surrounds 
the driver and passengers; injury measures of the head/ 
neck, chest, left leg/foot. right leg/foot and restraints, anj 
dummy movements. Drivers also may compare their 
vehicle's rating with vehicles in the same category. 

Drivers of vehicles equipped with airbag::rmust take the 
responsibility of ensuring every occupant's safety. The 
driver must be sure that all children ride in the backseat 
of the vehicle and that every occupant is wearing his or 
her seatbelt properly. When precautions are taken, airbags 
will save lives. 

,. 
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The U.S. Air Force band, Knight Hawk, plays the jazz tune, "Woodchoppers Ball," for an enthusiastic 
crowd that responded with applause and whistles. The band played a variety of jazz numbers in a con
cert at COM Friday, March 30. The band, stationed at Lackland Air Force Base In San Antonio, performed 
songs, such as "I've Got the World on a String" sung by vocalist, Andre Rascoe, as well as "Up From 
New Orleans" and "Lament." The performance took place at the Learning Resources Auditorium. Knight 
Hawk has performed at the Texas Jazz Festival, International Association of Jazz Educators Conven• 
tion, Corpus Christi Jazz Fdstival ~nd the Galveston Jazz Festival. (Photo by Jill R. Danner) 

Toxic- chemicals danger to everyone 
By DANA SPARLING 
Assistant Editor 

''For the first time in the history of the world, every 
hYman being is subjected to contact Wilh dangerous 
chemicals, from the moment of conception until.death," 
writes author Rachel Carson who is famous for her book, 
The Silent Spring. 

"The World Health Organization recently confinned 
that, although the majority of infoi-mation on chemical 
hazards is gathered in the North, most of the exposure 
and the impact is in the South," writes Adam Markham 
in A Brief History of Pollution. 

Galveston Bay, the port of Texas City, is home to seven 
major petroche'mical facilities. And it is here where 
America's worst industrial disaster occurred, the Texas 
City disasJer. In 1947 two freight ships loading ammo~ 
nium nitrate fertilizer exploded and caught fire, killing 
576 people and injuring more than 4,000 people. 

Toxic waste consists'of harmful chemicals that are iden
tified in three categories: \ow-level, high-level and tran
suranic waste: 

Low-level waste is produced mainly by industrial ac
tivities and materials such as nondestructive testing, pro
tective clothing, cleaning materials and cooling water. 

According to W.B. Yapp, author of Prodw.;tion, Pollu
tion and Protection, high-level waste is of concern be
cause of its high toxicity and long half-lives. High-level 
waste generates heat, ·and only after 600 years of decay is 
the heat no longer of serious consequence. 

Transuranic waste is produced mainly from military 
nuclear program:s and has a half-life of 20 years. The 
present policy requires transuranic waste to he incorpo
rated into borosilicate glass and encapsulated in stainless 
steel canisters that are lO feet high, I foot in diameter 
and weigh 100 pounds. The canisters are then emplaced 
in deep geologic storage. 

Even when toxic waste is disposed of properly, it still 
poses a threat to the environment. Over the years. con
tamination of landfills by high-level waste has become 
more widespread. E. Willard Miller states in Environmen
wl Hazards: Toxic Waste ::nd Hazardous. Material, t"hat 
in the Midwest alone, 90 percent of municipally. operated 
landfills rontain hazardous and toXic _waste. 

Under new regulations, ind_ustries generating more tQ_an 
220 pounds of toxic waste per monih must report the dis-

• 
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posal to the proper authorities. Officials fs:ar that small 
firms with liltje capital will illegally dispose of the waste 
in municipal landfills to avoid paperwork and fees of $50-
$250 per drum. 

Another method of disposal is burial. Three sites are 
designated for this and are located in South Carolina, Ne
vada and Washington state. At these sites the containers 
are inspected, monitored, and placed in shallow burial 
pits and trenches. Some toxic waste is encased in ·con
crete coniainers· and placed in the ocean. Dixie Lee Ray, 
author of Trashing the Planer, found that lower radioac
tive waste is dispersed into rivers and oceans. 

In 1987 Congress voted on a bill for a permanent re
pository for high-level nuclear waste from nuclear power 
plants. The issue was debated for more than 10 years; a 
final decision was made recently. The repository is lo· 
catcd in the Yucca Mountains, JOO miles from Las Vegas, 
Nev. It has· been widt:ly accepted that the area's ground 
water will contain waste and migrate to the surface in 
less than l,000 years. 

On June 2, 1998, the bill was voted on by 99 state rep
resentatives. Only 39 representatives voted against the 
bill. and,60 representatives voted for no environmental 
action to be taken. 

Texas Sens. Phil Gramm and Kay Bailey Hutchinson 
voted for anti-environmental action. From 1993-1999, 
Gramm voted on three environmental issues and 
Hutchinson voted on one. Roughly 100 issues were ne
glected by our senators during those six years. 

But no matter where or how toxic waste is disposed of, 
it does not go away. The elements that make up toxic 
wastes can .be harmful for many years. Radioactivity is 
measured in half-lives. A half-life is the length of time 
required for radiation to diminish by half its strength. For 
t:xample, uranium has a half-life of 4 l/2 billion years. 
the age of the Earth. Thorium has a half-life of 14 billion 
years and plutonium's half-life is 74,000 years. 

If we continue to pollute the Earth with toxic -waste, 
we will be drinking, bathing and breathing these toxic 
chemicals. By the time any toxic waste weakens, we will 
all be dead. No ont: can outlive chemicals that take thou
sands, millions and even billions of years to dilute. These 
types of waste are produced every day. At this r:ite, how 
much longer can we expect the Earth to survive? 

For more information, visit <www.lcv.org> or 
<www.sa'!'."eourcnvironment.org>. 
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COM music Professor Spark\' Koerner was re
cently elected president of the International As
sociation of Jazz Educators. Koerner has been 
at COM since 1981. (Photo by Dana Sparling) 

By DANA SPARLING 
Assistant Editor 

Bet.ween his work and music, not to mention ex
tra curricular activities, it is hard to believe this man 
has time to breathe. This busy man is College of the 
Mainland music Professor Sparky Koerner. 

To top off his already full plate, Koerner was re
cently elected president of the International Asso
ciation of Jazz Educators. After serving two years 
as president elect, he will now serve two years as 
president. 

Koerner has been involved with the IAJE since 

1974 while he attended the University of North Texas 
in Denton. In 1977 he formed a student chapter of 
IAJE and, naturally, served as president. He has al
ways stayed involved with the organization and be
lieves that he'll be a proactive president. "I feel I 
have something to contribute and can do some good 
for the state organization." 

Koerner also is the Community College liaison 
for the IAJE Resource Team, the chairman of the 
COM Senate and the team leader for the PeFforming 
and Visual Arts Team. But it doesn't slop there, he 
also is a member of the American Federation of 
Musicians Union, Texas Music Educators Associa
tion and the National Band Masters Association. 

A few yeats ago, Koerner served as Faculty Coun
cil president for two years. 

Even though it sounds like Koerner must movt;: 
faster than the speed of light to keep up With every
thing, he enjoys every minute. 

So when does he have time to relax? "Well, musi
cians don't have a lot of spare time," Koerner stated. 
However, when this musician manages to get some 
time, he enjoys swimming and gardening. 

Koerner came to Galveston in 1980 after receiv
ing his master's degree in music education from 
UNT. He was looking for a place to play his trumpet 
and found it in the COM Jazz Ensemble. 

When he arrived at COM in 1981, the music pro
gram was small, but when a teaching opportunity 
arose, Koerner went for it and eventually fell in love 
with teaching. "Like most people, I didn't think I'd 
be a teacher, but once I got into teaching I realized I 
had a lot to offer." Koerner became full lime in 1983. 

Koerner is the director of COM's Jazz Combo, 
COM Community Band and Jazz Ensemble. These 
groups perform several shows on campus each se
mester. He also is the leader of Sunday Jazz, a group 
that performs at local churches every Sunday. 

In Koerner's high school yearbook, he said, "Af
ler high school, I will join the Air Force, then pursue 
a music career." And that's exactly what he did. 

Women honored for courage, vision 
By JON NELSON 
Staff Reporter 

Throughout the 1970s there was a growing recognition 
in universities across the country that the role of women 
in history had not received the amount of research or pub
licity it deserved. 

The public had little awareness of the extent of women's 
achievements, and there was no imperative to teach 
women's history to children in the primary grades up 
through high schools. That women had not been afforded 
the same opportunities as men throughout much of his
tory was obvious, and the absence of many notable women 
in the curricula of education programs was conspicuous. 

In 1978 a California group brought a petition before 
Congress designating the week of March 8 as Women's 
History Week. This first initiative was a big success. Then 
in 1987 Congress received a petition to make March the 
official month for acknowledging-the accomplishments 
of important women in history. 

Over the years dozens of schools enthusiastically be
gan to participate in the week, and when th'e group took 
their petition before Congress in 1987, both the Senate 
and the House gave bipartisan support to the resQlution 
designating March as Women's History Month. 

Each year the National Women's History Project cre
ates a theme for the month. This year's theme is "Cel
ebrating Women of Courage and Vision." The group 
singles out a number of remarkable women they believe 

embody the theme. This year architect Maya Lin, who is 
now 41 was chosen. Most famous for designing the Viet
nam Veterans' Memorial in the early '80s when she was 
21, Lin faced strong anti-Asian sentiment from groups 
that protested her designing the memorial. 

Women's History Month generates interest in the con
tributions of women to many disciplines and causes. The 
National Women's History Project provides information 
on women like the 19th century pianist Clara Wieck. 

Wieck has recently gained attention for her composi
tions. She was a child prodigy whose possessive father 
owned a piano firm. By the time Wieck was in her late 
teens, she was famous internationally. Her chamber works 
and art songs have received little attention. 

The current Wieck revival is .just one instance of the 
change in the cultural landscape of notable women that 
has occurred in the last 30 years. 

Mary Baker Eddy, a seminal figure in the history of 
Christian Science, wrote Science and Health. The book 
presents her theories about the connections .between the 
:roul and health and the part God plays in hehling. Trans
lated into 16 languages, Science and Health has readers 
in more than 100 countries and is undergoing a renewed 
interest and new readership. 

In celebration of National Women's History Month, 
speakers came to Houston to lecture on Eddy and her work. 
On March 17 they spoke at Borders Books & Music, in 
Meyerland Park; and on Marcb 31 at Waldenbooks in 
Greenspoint Mall. 
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Airbags save lives 
when used properly 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

On May 12, 1999, Jennifer, whose last name was not 
given, was involved in a head-on collision with a · Ford 
Expedition doing 40 mph. She suffered minor injuries, 
such as burns on: her arms, a bruise where her wrist watch 
was and slight dizziness; however, she is thankful that 
she had an airbag. She believes the airbag saved her life. 
Many people are afraid of airbags, but not Jennifer. 

The U.S. Department of Transportation added an 
amendment to the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards 
and Regulations, stating that effective Jan. 1, 1996, all 
automobile companies had to begin a phase-in requiring 
all passenger cars to be equipped with airbags. By Sept. 
1, 1997, all passenger cars had to be equipped with airbags. 

According lo the article, "This is Whal .it's Come To," 
in the Feb. 15, 1997, issue of the Status Report published 
by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, many 
people were at the time afraid of the newly introduced 
airbag, also known as a supplemental restraint system. 

The article, wfitten by Mike Davis, attributes this fear 
to reports by the media showing people killed or seri.:. 
ously injured by the impact of the airbag. The president 
of HHS, Brian O'Neil adds, "Airbags are too important a 
safety device for their future to be threatened by misin
formation or incomplete reporting of problems associated 
with them." 

Airbags have the potential of being dangerous or even 
deadly; however, if the occupants of the vehicle are wear
ing their seatbelts, and infants and children arc in the back 
seat, the risk of injury from airbags is almost eliminated. 

Precautions should be taken when riding in a vchicl 
equ.ipped with airbags. The most important precaution is 
that all occupants should wear their seatbelts properly at 
all times. 

The airpag is a supplemental restraint system, meaning 
.that it is supplemental to the seatbelt. If an occupant is 
not wearing his s.eatbelt, then the airbag is useless, or 
worse, dangerous. 

A second precaution is that all children should be seated 
in the rear of the vehicle, properly restrained in a seat. 

Drivers sitting too close to arl airbag also are in danger. 
Drivers not tall enough to sit at least 10 inches away from 
the steering wheel should purchase a pedal extender. These 
are available at <www.pedalextenders.com>. Drivers also 
should take care not to cross their arms when holding the 
steering wheel, otherwise the deployed airbag is likely to 
break the driver's anns. 

Even thoilgh airbags have been negatively reported· 
about by media sources, according to the National High
way Traffic Safety Administration, 6,377 people are alive 
today because of airbags. NftTSA estimates that with t-he 
combination of an airbag and a seatbelt, the risk of seri
ous injury is reduced by 81 percent; whereas, the belt alone 
only reduces the risk by 60 percent. Deaths in all types of 
crashes have declined. Since 1990 airbags have caused 
110 reported death~ that included 63 drivers, seven adult 
passengers, 82 children between the ages of 1 and 11, and 
18 infants. 

Of the 82 children who died as a result of airbag de
ployment, 64 were not wearing a sc,atbelt, eight were wear
ing only the lap belt portion of the seatbelt, two were in 
forward-facing car seats, not properly belted into the ve
hicle and one was sharing a lap belt with the right front 
passenger. Only six of the children killed were using the 
seatbelt properly. Whether or not the other children were 
belted is not known. 

Fifteen of the infants killed were in a rear-facing infant 
seat, while three were in a passenger's lap. 

Of the 63 drivers killed by airbags, 49 were females 
and 14 were males.Altogether, however, 41 were not wear
ing their seatbelts, five used their seatbelts incorrectly, 

See Safety Page 5 
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Expand horizons, be 
a part of lnterCOM 
By MATIHEW JOST and DAVID WRIGHT 
Copy Editor & Staff Reporter 

Are you looking to expand your horizons? Striving for 
a career in journalism? Do you feel like your opinions 
should be read by the public? 

If you said yes to any of these questions, then journal
ism classes might be for you. As a reporter you will be 
respo~sible for gathering news about public happenings 
and relaying them through the paper to the reader. 

Individuals serious aboutjourm1lism careers are strongly 
encouraged to consider the benefits which can be reaped 
by attending CO M's journalism/communications program. 

Five people-formerly lnterCOM staffers-who followed 
through with the· program now enjoy careers in profes
sional newspapers including, but not limited to the Hous
ton Chronicle. Two other former students have found em
ployment in public relations as well. 

Taking a journalism course will provide you with the 
proficiencies necessary to acquire a successful position 
in written media. The program not only includes in-depth 
lessons regarding journalistic writing style, but editing 
skills as well. As members of the lnterCOM, students par
ticipate in bringing a story from imagination to paper, from 
page layout to newspaper page. 

Interested in writing, but uncertain as to whether or not 
you would like to attend class? Enrolling for the commu
nications lab will allow you to participate in production 
of the InterCOM and will introduce you to the writing 
methods Used in media, without all of the-responsibility. 

Journalism classes are open to all students, no experi
ence is needed and you don't have lo be a journalism ma
jor. The lnterCOM is looking for people who love to write. 

For those looking for the class in the COM summer 
schedule, you can stop, it isn't there. Nevertheless, jour
nalism classes are being offered in the Summer I session. 

The beginning class, Newsgathering and Writing I, 
COMM 2311, Index 2230, meets Mondays-Thursday. 
l:30-3:30 p.m. in L-246. Newspaper Publications, COMM 
1129, Index 2219, is the journalism !ah which must b6 
taken concurrently with the writing class but has no set 
hours. With the professors' permission exceptions to the 
concurrent enrollment can made. Students who have some 
journalism experience may, with the professors' permis
sion, enroll in a higher level journalism course. 

For more information call journalism Professor Astrid 
H. Lowery at (409) 938-1211 or I {888) 258-8859. Ext. 
314. Summer I classes begin May 29 and end July 6. 

Sylvia engaging comedy 
Continued from Page 1 
the dog. Johnston provides the couple with advice through 
several comical roles. 

Sylvia is an engaging comedy with a heart-warming 
conclusion. Comedy enthusiasts are encouraged to join 
the fun and applaud a job well done by some of COM 
theater's finest talent. 

Refreshments, which were served in the lobby on open
ing night, March 29, included an array of different appe
tizers and were accompanied by ·a talented musical per
formance of private woodwind instructor John Wolfskill's 
clarinet choir. 

The choir, which performed such works as the "Clari
net Polka" and pieces by Mozart consisted of six mem
bers in addition to Wolfskill: Amber Turner, Cayce Har
ris, Sharon Shimek, James Carter, Kristy Godwin and 
Jonathan Rigby. 

Sylvia will'be playing through April 29 Thursdays, Fri
days and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. 

For tickets call theArefla Theatre Box Office Tuesdays
Fridays at ( 409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 345. 
Tickets range from $8 to $18 based on seating. Discounts 
are available for students and senior citizens. Children 
under 4 are not permitted. VISA, Discoyery, and 
Mastercards are accepted. 
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The COM Senior Spanish II class gathers around instructor Mary Garcia (front center). COM held a Senior Expo 
Wednesday, March 14, In the Gym from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The Seniors displayed M8xlcan and South American 
memorabilia, such as M8Xlcan textbooks, discs and tapes. Plriatas, candles, plants, art, emergency phones, and 
gardening services were given away as door prizes. (Photo by Jill A. Danner) 

COM Senior Expo 'super turnout' 
By JILL R. DANNER and MICHAEL K. SMITH 
Staff Reporters 

A super turnout of community and college members 
viewed the Senior Expo in the College of the Mainland 
Gym March 14, as they listened to the sounds of John 
Gondesen's Sundown Music. 

Shirley Hollingsworth, chairwoman for Senior Pro
grams 3.nd Senior Services, estimated that 700people at
tended the Expo, which showcased Senior classes and 
activities. A committee of senior adults arranged the event, 
Which featured exhibits of crafts and artwork, held dur
ing COM's spring break. 

Mary Garcia's Senior Spanish II class participated in 
the event. They displayed Mexican and South American 
memorabilia, such as M6xican t~xtbooks, discs and tapes. 

"We had a lot of compliments from the people <vho 

turned out at the fair," Garcia said. Her Spanish class also 
provided pifiatas to be among the 60 door prizes awarded 
dufing the Expo, which lasted from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Other gr.oups provided door prizes that included candles, 
plants, art, emergency phones and gardening services. 

The University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston 
· "1lad a table at which personnel took bl~d pressure read

ings, and gave cholesterol and glucose screenings. 
[n reference to the fa{po, Garcia said, "I'm certain that 

the large turnout will increase enrollment for next year." 
senior Spanish classes are offered through the COM 

Continuing Education Department, and are o(.)en to any 
age. The school year begins with Spanish I and ends with 
Spanish [V 

Garcia strives to teach Spanish in fun and easy ways. 
One of her students' favorite games is "loteria," Spanish 
for bingo. 

Pockets bar·r.-e -need to save money? 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

People are always looking for ways to save money. Of 
course, there are the usual expenses that can be elimi
nated first, such as dining out, resort vacations, designer 
clothes and so on. What if cutting back on those expenses 
just is not enough? 

The Consumer Credit Counseling Services recently is
sued a news release offering more ways to save money. 
Tommye White, director of counseling, training and de
velopment, says that food, clothing and housing account 
for mqst expenses for families and suggest~ these areas 
are where families can save the most. 

According to the Bure.au of Labor Statistics' Consumer 
Expenditure Survey, in 1999 the average American house
hold spent $5,031 on food, of which $2,116 was spent on 
dining out; $12,057 on housing, and $1,743 on app<.1rel. 

To assist families trying to save money, CCCS offers 
the following tips for saving money on food: 

' 

Plan a week's worth of meals in advance and 
buy accordingly. 
Shop with a list. 
Stock up on non-perishable items. 
Clip coupons and buy items on sale. 
Buy in bulk, particulary items such as cereal and 
detergent. 
Purchase spring water by the gallon at.distribu
tion centers. 
Compare price-per-ounce or other unit prices on 
shelf labeJs, stock up.on those items with low 
per-unit costs. 

CCCS gives these tips for cutting cost on clothing: 

' 

• 

Shop for clothes al upscale resale shops. 
Stick with white shirts and blouses that can be 
mixed and matched with many outfits. 
Iron your own shirts and blouses and use home 
drycleaning kits. 

Tips for saving money on housing include: 
Do minor plumbing and other home 1;epairs your 
self. Read a home improvement book or consult 
an expert ahead of time. 
Insulate your attic, doors and windows to mini
mize air loss. The average family spends $1,300 
a year on home utilities and could reduce its en
ergy consumption by up to 30 percent by being 
more energy efficient. 

Trans.portion also can be costly. The average American 
family spends $7,011 on transportion per year according 
to the Consumer Expen~iture Survey. Even though 
transport ion may not be one of the big three necessitities, 
CCCS also offers some tips on saving money: 

Plan car trips so fhat you complete several er
rands during each trip. For example, if you 'fe 
going to the grocery store, return the video rental 
so you won't have to make another trip. 
Take a defensive driving course and reduce your 
car insurance. Some defensive driving plans are 
offered online. 
Keep your tires properly inflated so your engine 
doesn't have to work harder to move the car, and 
keep your engine tuned so you get the most 
mileage out of your .gasoline. 

CCCS offers these lips and many other money man
agement ideas. For more information or help, call a credit 
counselor at 1 (800) 873-2227. 
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Michael Farris, district manager of Modern Woodman of America, was one of many participants at the Career Fair 
held March 22 at the Nessler Center In Texas City. The fair was sponsored by COM and the Texas City Gulf Coast 
Career Center. For those who missed this fair, don't worry ... COM plans to make the Career Fair an annual event 
since it was so successful this year. (Photo by Robin Larson) 

COM sponsors first annual Career Fair 
By MATIHEW JOST 

0
C_o_,p.,_y_E_d_i_t_or ________________ ~ 

For the first time College of the Mainland and the Texas 
City Gulf Coast Caree,r Center sponsored a Career Fair. 

Approximately 400 to 500 visitors gathered at the 
Nessler Center in Texas City on March 22 to participate 
in this event. It proved to be a busy day for the represen
tatives of the 85 businesses that took part, and for the 
huge number of visitors. 

Career Fair attendees·found a wide assortment of busi
nesses ranging from U.S. Army recruitment booths to fast 
food franchises to more technical industries such as MRI 
Technologies. 

Columns of tables at which the booths were set up filled 
the spacious convention room. Friendly representatives 
stood proudly and patiently beside their booths, ready to 
provide answers to questions their brochures did not cover. 
Also many of the industries' representatives provided free 
novelty items such as coupons, candy and key chains ere- ·' 
ating an environment both fun and professional. 

Some community-based businesses such as the Texas 
City Fire Department also were present advertising their 
need for more employees. 

David Teverbaugh of the fire department described fire 
fighting as a ·'highly technical job" and explained with a 

hint of disappointment that the Texas City Fire Depart
ment is short on firefighters. 

Those interested in bernming firefighters can call the 
Recruitment Information 24 Hour Career Hotline at ( 409) 
643-5709. 

The Double Arches Corp. of McDonald's was at the 
fair emphasizing special benefits available to its employ
ees, such as the College Textbook Reimbursement Pro
gram. 

Recipients of the McDonald's program can receive up 
to 100 percent reimbursement after a year of employment 
under the Double Arches-franchise if they are enrolled in 
a college. 

For more information on the reimbursement program 
and other benefits provided by the Double Arches Corp., 
call (281) 334-6159. 

The Texas City Fire Depariment and the Double ArcQes 
Corp. were only two eXamples of the many opportunities 
available to participants of the career Fair. Those who 
missed out this year need not worry because COM in
tends to sponsor the same event annually after its suc
cessful introduction this year. 

For more information contacr Patricia Williams, direc
tor of Career Services at (409) 938-1211 or I (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 529. Students may also visit the Career Ser
vices office on the second floor of the Student Center. 

And the winner is ••• 
Continued from Page 1 
winner is a complex one. Several years ago a fonnula 
was devised whereby a ratio is used so that professors 
who have only a few students will not be at a disadva.n
tage when the winner is determined. 

Fiest, the votes must be tallied and then sorted from 
highest to lowest. After that, Boone will look at the num
ber of votes received against the number of students taught 
by that teacher. 

Next, it is the turn of the student committee to judge. 
Their first job is a surprise visit to the nominees' classes 
to sit in and evaluate the teachers. Then the committee 
members make sure that the students of the nominees are 
given evaluation forms lo fill out. Finally, committee 
members ask the contestants 10 questions which will re
veal some personal details about them. Then Boone re
views the answers and tallies the final scores. 

The teacher of the year receives a $1,500 stipend for 
professional development and automatically becomes the 
Piper Prqfessor nominee for fall 2001. Th,e Piper ProfeS
sor is a Texas award which is given to only 10 teachers 
from either universities or community colleges. 

Boone says, "The hardest thing to do is keep it a secret 
for a couple of weeks." 
Michael K. Smith contributed to this story. 

Earn credits in Mexico 
Continued from Page 1 
ically. lt has Mexico's largest Indian population, 15 tribes, 
which constitute approximately 90 percent of its popula
tion. Originally an Aztec garrison, Oaxaca was conquered 
in 1521 by the Spaniards. The city was founded eight years 
later by Hern.in Cortes, and to this day retains a unique 
indigenous culture. Most of the community is descended 
from the acient Zapoetc and Mixtec people, and Oaxaca 
is the place where cultures meet. The pre-Columbian and 
colonial influences coexist in the region. 

Naranjo, who is a native_of Oaxaca, believes the trip is 
important not only because it gives Spanish students- _ 
who will stay with Oaxacan fa_milies-a singular oppor
tunity to improve their Spanish skills while earning cred
its and continuing eduction units, but also because under
standing the cultural component of a language is essen
tial to its mastery. 

Up to eight credit hours can be earned in Spanish'l, IT, 
Ill and IV as well as CEU's for multicultural experience, 
Spanish and history. 

For more information about tuiti~n and other costs, 
Chuck Buddenhagen can he contacted at ( 409) 938-1211 
or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 517. For more infonnation abo_ut 

Oaxaca, comact Naranjo at Ext.. 353. 

COM Police Officer goes above and beyond duty 
Continued from Page 1 

Together, Dowdy and Buddenhagen grabbed the Gym 
door in an attempt to pull it closed when another sudden 
gust flung it from their hands damaging the frame. It took 
a second attempt by both Buddenhageri and Dowdy to 
grasp the door before they fin1\lly closed it. 

Buddenhagen commended Dowdy for rescuing him and 
doing a gOod job of ensuring campus safety. "It was just 

incredible ... he went right back into that storm and went 
building to building to building to make sure everyone 
was OK. He is the hero ... I can't praise him enough." 

Dowdy's concern was that there were more people on 
campus. "Some people were loading tables over at Tech/ 
Voe so I checked on them. I started making my rounds 
through the buildings making sure that nobody was hurt." 

While making those rounds, Dowdy discovered that the 
school had suffered some damage. "We had a window 
blown out over at Fine Arts facing parking Lot D; we had 
a door blown out in Tech/Voe by child care; we had part 

of the roof come off the back of Tech/ Voe; (the) skylight 
came off of Administration; garbage cans were in the pond; 
the roof (of the Technical/Vocational Building) was in the 
middle of the back parking lot like going into (Lot) D and 
(Lot) E; .it Was kinda spooky." 

Despite the threat of being picked up by the fierce winds 
or hit by debris, Dowdy was not afraid to go outside. 
"That's just part of the job," Dowdy said nonchalantly. 

The biggest thing to surprise Dowdy wasn't the vio
lence of the storm or the damage it caused. "The biggest 
thing that surprised me was that Chuck started to walk 
back out the door and I was !ike, 'Chuck, stay in here,' 
'cause I -saw something on the ground that looked like 
glass ... it had blown out the windows of the van on the 
driVer 's side." 

Neither Buddenhagen nor Dowdy had seen any funnd 
clouds or heard the "roar" commonly associated with tor
nadoe:a.. Dowdy suggested that the weather 's ac.tivity could 
have been just strong winds due to the lack of signs indi~ 

• 
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eating a tornado. Dowdy does conf\rm, however, that he 
has never seen winds as strong as the ones he witnessed 
that .afternoon. 

After the storm had passed, the campus was littered with 
debris. Dowdy commended the COM custodial staff for a 
job well done in removing the wa·ste ieft behind by the 
storm. ''The janitors got on the ba11 real quick, got the 
glass cleaned up. They didn't mess around." 

Fortunately, Buddenhagen was the only individual on 
campus to be so endangered by the storm. Dowdy said 
everyone else o_n campus had managed to stay inside and 
other than being a little "shaken up" were all right. 

Dowdy's·ad.vice to people who find themselves in situ
ations such as he witnessed that Wednesday afternoon is 
that "if a bad rain starts coming, get indoors and wait un
til it passes." He added, "Stay away from the glass doors . 
because it came so quick-it was unexpected. One minute 
it wasri't _raining; 15 minutes later, it was like a tom.ido 
came through. It was unbelievable." 

• 
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George 'Dubya' inclined to delusional thinking 

lm11a 
Sparling ., 

"We're making progress together, changing the tone 
of the.government." 

This is how newly el'ccted President George W. Bush 
opened his first presidential address in February. 

It was one of Bush's first fabricated declarations of 
the evening. For a full hour, Bush swelled Americans ' 
heads with fanciful -affirmations, all in the name of a 10-
year, $1.6 trillion lax reduction. 

Bush stated that his plan ~ill "give money back to the 
. ones who earned it." And how does he propose to do 

this? By doubling the Medicare budgel, "locking away" 
social security funding, raising military spending and 
increasing medic~! research funding. 

Bush claims reforming the education system is on the 
top of his list. He plans a $1.6 billion boost in funds for 

· education and $5 billion of that is going to help teach 
every child in America to read and write. "I refuse to 
leave any child behind in America," Bush stated 
confidently. What about the children who are too poor to 
attend school, too poor to even eat? Are they going to 
learn to read and write too? Arc their parents going to be 
issued private school vouchers? 

Let's beam President Bush back down to Earth and 
look at some hard facts. Ten percent of Americans own 
more wealth than the rest of the 90 percent. There are 
32.3 million poor people in our nation. Millions of 
Americans are without health insurance and the number 

grows annually. There are holes in the ozone and we're 
plowing down trees faster than we can replace thCm. Is 
Bush's tax-cul going to resolve any of these problems? 

Well let's see. To help the poor, Bush believes we 
should support charities and faith groups and that all 
taxpayers should deduct charita.ble giving. Bush wants 
"t9 help one person at a time." Since America is home 
to 32.3 million poor people, helping one person at a 
time would take· a very long time. 

As for health care, Bush plans to give more power to 
the people. People will no longer be told what doctor to 
see or what plan to choose, and the number of people 
served at community health care centers wi[\ double. He 
is going to make sure patients get what they deserve 
with the patients' bill of rights. Yeah, that will happen. 

Last, but not least, is the environment. Bush wants tO 
clean up toxic brown fields and national parks. Over the 
next five years, $4.9 billion will be used for the upkeep 
of our parks so that we can "leave them better than we 
found them," as Bush put it. It's so comforting to know 
that Bush is so environmentally conscious. What a great 
guy. Hmm, I wonder why he dido 't mention the fact that 
he's going to allow 40 million acres of forest in AJaska 
to be plowed down to drill for oil? 

"Special interes1s have special access in the Bush 
White House, plain and simple," said Democratic 
National Committee Chairman Terry McAuliffe. "He 
flip-flopped on rcgulatin'g greenhouse gases, he rolled 
back rules tha1 would have helped hold mining compa~ 
nies accountable for their pollution. Why? Because 
those rules would cost his biggest supporters money. 
Bush needs to spend less time servicing his donors and 
more time fighting for the American people." 

Uh oh, suddenly Bushie doesn't sound so environ
mentally conscious. I guess preserving the national 

parks is more important than preserving air and water . 
But hey, why should Bush care about clean air and 
water? He'll be safely sipping Evian and breathing the 
sweet aroma of the almighty dollar. 

' 

So what is Bush's plan going to accomplish? "My plan 
recognizes those who live on the outskirts of poverty ~nd 
work hU:rd to get into the middle class. It will knock 
down the toll booth to the middle class." Bush stated. 
Well, isn't that great. Just what the government needs, 
more middle class p~ople. There is no middle class. A 
debtor class is more like it. If you don't make a six 
figure salary, more than likely your possessions belong 
to credit-mortgages, loans and credit card bills. And 
who benefits from building a country on credit? Not the 
90 percent of Americans paying for it. 

Now let's get real. Improving the economy isn't just 
about taxation, it's about spending. Ho\1/ will Congress 
appropriate funds for defense, welfare and debt reduc
tion'? How much of the gross. national product is domi
nated by egotistical politicians who will conveniently be 
vacationing in exotic countries, driving Mercedes and 
sailing at the yacht club? 

Now it might seem that I'm being really hard on Mr. 
Bush. It's l)Ot that I dislike his proposal, but I'm a realist 
and I just don't realistically see this happening. 

I mean, where is the money going to come from? 
Maybe I'm being harsh because I don't fully compre
hend his plan. Bush makes it sound so easy to cut taxes 
by billions of dollars, but if it is so easy, why didn't any 
of the othe_r 42 presidents-think of it first? 

As his address was slowly coming tcl.'ft.n end, Bush 
statGd that the government needs to.:,' let the American 
people spend t!Jeir money how they want to." I dbn 't 
know about you, bul if I had $1.6 trillion J wouldn't 
spend it this way. ' 

School shootings intensifying-who's to blame? 

Ji>bln 
Larsqn 

When I was younger and attending high school, it was 
very unctimmon to hear about a student bringing a 
weapon to school. Don't gel me wrong, we did have a 
few students who were Caught bringing knives, ciga
rettes or even drug paraphernalia; however, it was stilI 
unusual for such an incident to occur. 

We had school bullies who picked on smaller children, 
called them names and harassed them. When a child was 
picked on or was an easy target for criticism. some 
children made comments that were unnecessary and 
downright rude. The 9nes being ridiculed usually cried, 
got angry and defen.sive, or even dropped out of school 
if the instances occurred repeatedly. Never once did 
anyone imagine that they would bring a weapon to 
school to harm their classmates. On the rare occasions 
that we did hear of guns being brought into the school, I 
was never afraid the children would take it a step further 
and kill someone. They were usually stopped by an 
authority before there was a tragic ending. 

The childrtin who were picked on either dealt with it 

The InterCOM is back online, although it is 
still under construction. In the meantime, you · > 

can monitor our progress by visiting our site. 
The address is <http://www.angelfire.com/ 

tx5/intercomonline.com> 
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by going to an authority person or defended themselves 
with words or fists. Whatever happened lo students 
fighting and being expelled from school? I'm not 
commending students who harm anyone, but I would 
rather hear a student was in a fight than shot to death. 
Instead of hearing about school fights, we now hear 
about children shooting and even killing one another. 

School authorities say they do not see bullying as the 
cause of shootings, but merely as a potential underlying 
prnblem that needs to be addressed in all schools. 

For instance, in 1997 only three students wounded or 
murdered another classmate. In 1998 shootings became 
more common with 10 shootings occurring that year. 
Then in 1999 the worst shooting, which the whole 
nation is srill talking about, occurred: the tragedy at 
Columbine High School in Litlleton, Colo. 

Student~ Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold took shooting 
a step further by killing 12 classmates, one teacher and 
wounding 20 students, before taking their own lives. 

These young men not only planned this massacre, but 
also gave many signs beforehand. For instance, Harris 
published their plans for murder on their Web site .. 
Klebold, in an assignment for one of l'lis classes, wrote 
an essay in which he described his violence and hatred 
of school bullies so explicitly that the teacher passed it 
on to the assistant principal. School officials did 
nothing, even after reading the essay. The Harris and 
Klebold Web site reportedly contained death threats 

_ made to f~llow student Brooks Brown. Brown's parents 
informed the police, but the police did ~othing. 

The Web site also contained descriptions of pipe 
bombs exploding and the use of a sawed off shotgun to 
kilt students. Harris and Klebold even told several 
friends about their plans. Two students and an expelled 
student were sitting on-a hillside overlooking the school 
during the killings, but police said it was probably a 
coincidence that they were there. 

Together, Harris and Klebold built pipe bombs in their 
homes and left the evidence in plain view for their 

' 

; 

parents to see. They left many signs behind, yet no one 
took a step to end their plans. 

Not only was this event tragic, but ii also set an 
example for all the other angry and depressed outcasts 
who want revenge. 

More than 350 students nationwide were arrested on 
charges relating to threats against schools, school 
officials or students in the first four weeks after the 
Columbine shooting. Harris and Klebold may not be 
among us, but their legacy liveS on. 

Just recently two more shootings occurred, this time in 
San Diego, Calif. 

Andy Williams, a 15-ycar-old, killed two students and 
left 13 wounded. Evidence shows that Andy grew 
increasingly depressed in the days before the shooting. 
He had been bullied by classmates, lost his girlfriend and 
was homesick, having recently moved from Maryland to 
California. He had no friends in California and missed 
his mother who had stayed behind in Maryland. He 
even told a friend he "just wanted to disappear." 

In both Columbine and the most recent shootings, 
signs of trouble were evident in the young 111en before
hand. If someone had spoken tu these youths and 
questioned them, would the shootings still have oc
curred? [f the parents had taken notice of what was 
going on in their children's lives, would they have be.en 
able to end it before it began? I'm not placing the blame 
on any one in particular; I'm just raising the question 
"what if?" Some people say it is the parents' fault, that 
they should take the responsibility for their children's 
actions. Others s.iy ii is the bullies' fault, that if the 
young men hadn't been harassed and picked on, they 
would never have taken the deadly step to kill. 

No one knows the anwers to these questions except 
the killers themselves. Someone should have asked them 
what was wrong before_ it was too late. Even thoug)J. 
these children are killer~, they are still children. The only 
time they felt in control of their lives was when the gun 
was in their hands. 
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Sodly, Toki, Trov,tt~ 
V,tq~fe -t,, 4ffo,i-,J 

"1•1lr ~/£ flows in 
fourH, ho111e 

Club members talk shop at luncheon 
By ROBIN LARSON 
Photography Editor 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board 
hosted a Club Luncheon during College Hour for all COM 
clubs March 29. 

Approximately 19 students and faculty members rep
resenting seven clu~s attended th-e luncheon which fea
tured pizza, cookies and drinks. 

Members of Claybodies.com, COM Amigos, Texas 
Nurses Student Association, Child Development Club, 
Organization of African American Culture, Students for 
Christ and Phi Theta Kappa, made announcements of their 
upcoming events, The purpose of the luncheon was for 
clnb and organization members to come together and in
teract with one another on a one-on-one basis. 
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SAB hos1ed a Free Snack Night for evening s1uden1s 
April 2 in the Math Science Building. The purpose of snack 
nighl is to let night students know that SAB is thankful 
for them and appreciates the students who attend COM. 

Several times a semester SAB also hosts a Book Fair. 
On April 1 the fair was located in the COM Library in 
observance of Library Week. qn April 5 the fair was lo
cated in one of the hallways in the Technical/Vocational 
Building. The books are always sold at a discounted rate. 

Student Government President Dana Sparling men
tioned tha1 club representatives have not been coming to 

· the meetings; ~he strongly urged all to participate. 
Also, Student Government is hosting a Book Drive from 

now until April 30. The books will be donated to local 
shelters with the help of Chuck Buddenhagen, director of 
Continuing Education and Community Service. 

The Texas Junior College Student G0vernment Asso
ciation Convention is April 6-8 inAustin for a"ll regions in 
Texas. COM Student Government is submitting a scrap 
book represeming all students and faculty members. 

Texas Student Nurse Association member Christi Leyva 
auended lhe Texas Nursing Association Convention March 
1-3 and will attend the National Convention April 4-7. 

Mike Garza representing the newest club on campus, 
Claybodies.com, said the club is looking for new mem
bers. The only requirement is that they must love clay and 
appreciate an enjoyable atmosphere. The club will host a 
Spring Fest April 26 from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. in the Fine 
Arts Building. A portion of the proceeds will go back into 
the club for its members. 

Kerry Howl, president of the Child Development Club, 
announced the club is having a garage sale to raise money 
for members to auend the National Convention. If any
one is willing to donate clothes or goods they may drop 
them off in the Child Development Lab. 

PTK member Lori Boyd said the organization is selling 
Sl raffle tickets to supplement the organization's budget. 
The prizes are an autographed hockey stick from Hous
ton Aeros or a $200 gift certificate to any store. PTK will 
hold a barbecue in front of the Student Center Apri1•7 be
ginning.;:tt 5 p.m. The fee is $5 per person. To buy raffle 
tickets call PTK advisers Cindy Lucas or Leslie 
Richardson at Exts. 326 or 329, respectively. PTK will 
have a Spnng Installation Formal for new Officers m the 
Math Science Building Atrium April 29. 

For more infonnation, call Maryann Urick, coordina1or 
of Recreational Programs and Student t\ctivities at (409) 
938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418, Ext. 418. 

AIDS spreading 
rapidly in prisons 

April 
Brandon 

I have a friend who has been sentenced to one year in 
state prison for possession of a controlled substance. 
People say lie deserves to be there because he broke the 
law. Yes, he did break the law, but does he deserve the 
risk of contracting AIDS in a state prison? 

An article in the Feb. 5 issue of the National Review 
stated that 240,000 men are raped yearly in state 
prisons; whereas, 141,000 non-imprisoned women are 
raped yearly. Let's put that number into perspective. 
College of the Mainland has an enrollment of 3,406 
students. Take the number of students and multiply it by 
70.46 to get the number of male prisoners raped yearly. 

These rapes contribute to the high spread of AIDS in 
prisons. Prisoners have nearly six times the A[DS
infection rate of the entire U.S. population. The risk of 
getting AIDS makes these rapes that mu~h more 
psychologically traumatizing. 

What makes this situation even worse, as if it could be 
worse_, is that the prisoners being raped are the weaker 
inmates who refuse to fight when challenged. These 
inmates are labeled "punks" and are usually raped 
repeatedly. The punks generally are young, nonviolent 
offenders. who are in prison for drug-related crimes. Of 

the 2 million men imprisoned in our country, apgroxi"~-== 
mately 80 percent were charg"ed with nonviolent crimes. 
These men are not rapists, murderers or assaulters. 

In 1991 David Ciglar, a firefighter/paramedic in 
Oakland, Calif., Was training for a new career as an MRI 
technician because he was injured during a rescue. The 
Drug Enforcement Administration acted on a tip and 
found 167 marijuana seedlings in his garage. To avoid 
his wife going to prison on charges of guilty by associa
tion and their three children going to foster homes, 
Ciglar pleaded guilty to cultivating marijuana. Since he 
had a previous conviction for cocaine possession, and 
the DEA found an antique gun replica in his house, 
Ciglar was sentenced to JO years in prison. The family's 
home also was confiscated by the government. 

Does this man deserve to be at risk of being raped by 
another male with AIDS? Did his wife and three 
children deserve to lose their home? I don't think so. 

In 1994 an illiterate Haitian immigrant, Denese 
Calixte, was working in Florida picking fruit attempting 
to support her seven children with tbe $60 she made a 
day. While at work, Calixte fell off a ladder and injured 
her neck. She was unable to work and was desperate for 
money. A neighborhood crack dealer offered to pay her 
$200 to keep his supply in her home. Desperate to feed 
her children, she accepted the offer. Then one day the 
police searched her home with a warrant and arrested 
her after finding 65 ·grams (2.275 ounces) of crack. 
Calixte was convicted of possession with intent to 
deliver and sentenced to 10 years in a federal prison. 
· Does this woman deserve to be in prison? 

The government spends a huge sum of money every 
.year on the war against drugs, but instead of putting 
drug smugglers behind bars, the government hunts for 
easy largets, like my friend, and Ciglar and Calixte. This 
way the government can justify spending so much. 

AH the nonviolent offenders who end up behind bars 
incur the high risk of being raped and contracting AIDS, 
while the .drug smugglers continue to run the street and 
offer drugs to the youth of America. 

• 

Since the government intends to spend this much 
mo'ney on the war against drugs, don't you think they 
should actually try to catch the "bad guys"? 

' 

What's Happening 
COM, Center of the Universe 

The College of the Mainland Arena Theatre will 
present the Southwest premiere of John Vail 

Thome's play, The Exact Center of the Universe, 
May 31-June 24. 

Vada Love Powell is an elderly southern maiden 
devoted to her son Appleton. When the eccentric 
Appleton chooses a wife, bis mother's disagree
m·cnt causes a comedic culture clash. 

Showtimes for the premiere are Thursdays 
through Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 
p.m. COM student and senior citizen discounts are 
available. For tickets call the Box Office at ( 409) 
938-12]] or I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 345" 

Old books, magazines needed 
Have any old books lying around the house? 

Wondering what to do with those old magazines 
or school books the bookstore wouldn't buy back? 

Well, here's what you do. 
The College of the Mainland Student Govern

ment is sponsoring a Book Drive now through 
April 30. Donations can be dropped off in the Stu
dent Center in rooms SC-111 and SC-116. All pro
ceeds will be distributed to local women and 
children's shelters by COM science Professor 
Chuck Buddenhagen. For several years 
Buddenhagen has :-.uccessfully collected and dis-
tributed all types of books and magazines. 

Multicultural Feasf.-April 10 
The College of the Mainland Student Activities 

Board will once again host the biannual 
Multicultural Luncheon in the Student Center Sun 
Room April 10: 12:30-1:30 p.m. 

Students, faculty and staff are welcome, but all 
are asked to bring at least one dish for the feast. 
The dish can reflect the individual's culture, which · 
might include Jack in the Box tacos. International 
students do not need to bring a dish to be admittted. 

The purpose of the luncheon is to allow partici
pants the opportunity to discuss-thcfr heritage and 
to learn about one another's cultures as well as to 
recognize international students attending COM. 

For more information call Maryann Urick, Stu
dent Activities Board adviser, .it (409) 938-1211 
or I (888) 258-8859. Ext. 418" 

COMunity offers scholarships 
The College of the Mainlan.d union, COMunity, 

is offering 10 scholarships for the fall. Members 
of local unions or their family members are eli
gible to apply. 

Union President and psychology Professor 
Alice Watford is enthusiastic about the 
scholarships."The COMunity membership is 
pi:.oud to be able to provide COM students an op
portunity to continue their education." 

Applicants must reside in the COM service area 
and must have and maintain a minimum 2.5 grade 
point average. 

Ten awards of up to $500 per semester are given. 
The deadline to apply is noon Friday, April 20. 

Winners will be selected by May 4. For more in
formation about the scholarships, contact Profes
sor Ouida Sanmann, COMunity vice president, at 
(409) 938-1211 or 1(888) 258-8859, Ext. 317" 

Scholarship applications may be picked up from 
the Student Financial Aid Office in the Adminis
tration Building, RoomA-149, Mondays and Tues
days, 8 a.m.-7 p.m, and Wednesdays through Fri
days, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

• 
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Career Services offers many benefits 
By JILL R. DANNER 
StalT Reporter 

Did you know that you can create a resume for your
self even while you're still in school? That's right, you 
simply have to projec1 your date of graduation. This al
lows your resume to begin circulaling before you actu
ally graduate. 

College of the Mainland· students learned this and a 
whole lot more when they attended Patricia Williams' in
formative workshop on resume writing Jan. 30. Williams 
is the director of Career Services. 

If you haven't decided on a career yet, a brochure avail
able in the Career Services office on the second floor of 
the Student Center will help you decide your personality 
type: persuader, organizer, doer, thinker, creator or helper. 
For each type, career possibilities are listed. 

Help with resume writing is one of the new services 
the college offers students as well as staff and faculty, 
local employers and community membe;s. Williams also 

goes out into the field to do workshops if necessary. 
Career Services offers more than resume writing; it also 

helps students with choosing a major and planning a ca
reer. It would behoove any student to visit this experi
enced and motivated woman for a list of services pro
vided. 

Williams, who came to COM July 5, has worked at 
various universities, such as the University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville; Dillard University, New Orleans, La.; and the 
University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa. 

When Williams considered coming to COM she had 
several job offers from all over the country. She chose 
COM specifically because of the diversified population 
and nontraditional people with special ne.eds. "And," she 
said with her chin high and an infectious smile, "I love 
the island; it is beautiful." 

Do yourself a favor: Find out more about the help that 
is available to you as a COM student. 

Williams may be contacted at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 529" " 

CON-TEXT displayed in Art Gallery 
By JON NELSON 
Staff Reporter 

The visual arts and the written word converge in the 
College of the Mainland Art Gallery Exhibit CON-TEXT. 
The thematically organized gallery presents 10 artists who 
use text in their work. The exhibit, l~cated in the Fine 
Arts Building, runs through April 12. 

Bill Davenport, who has two pieces in the gallery, came 
to COM to speak about his art March 22. He told listen
ers how he experimented with different materials after 
becoming dissatisfied with his own paimings. 

COM Art Gallery Curator Jan_et Hassinger pointed out 
that Daven~rt 's wort b_lu!]i tt!._e line between craft and 
art, something Davenport himself discussed when he vis
ited COM. He wryly raised questions that pervade post 
modernity: Just what is art and how is this determined? 

Davenport's two pieces in the gallery, "Open" and 
" Closed," are simulacra ·of the open and closed signs 
placed on doors and windows of businesses, the differ
ence being that Davenport's versions are done in needle
point. This playful ll$e of ordinary objects goes back at 
least to the French artist Marcel Duchamp. 

Duchamp became intemalionally famous at a relatively 
late age, having his first retrospective when he was in his 
mid-70s. He was known and championed by the surreal
ists and other painters and sculptors along with art world 
insiders. but in his last years he achieved widespread fame 
and came to be seen as the embodiment of a certain solu
lion 10 problems raised by modernity that 20th century 
artists had long struggled with. 

His name is now almost as well-known as Piccasso's 
or Matisse's, and his influence is identifiable in much of 
what bas been done in the last 30 years. Incidentally, 
Duchamp used tex1 in his most famous work, "Fountain," 
a Urinal turned 90 degrees upon which Duch~p scraW!ed 
the French pun "R. Mutt/1917." 

Other pieces in the gallery seem lo be a world away 
from Davenport's playfulness and evoke an immediate 
emotional response. 

"Self-Portrait Surviving Chemo" by Helen Om~n shows 
a woman who is recovering from cancer. Altho1;1gh her 
face is pale and her clothes are painted in light, nearly 
fragile colors, something other than weakness is commu
nicated through her large brown eyes. The woman stands 

-in the center of the painting, life-sized, unmovable, and 
looking directly at the viewer, almost as if she is ready to 
say something, if only her lined mouth were not tightly 
closed. The first impression is one of silence. Then one 
begins to read the dizzying text that is oriented at weird 
angles and hidden by the dark background against which 
the woman is framed. Taken from a book given to Oman 
by her physician, it describes the side-effects of chemo
therapy. 

Innumerable artiSts have used text to supplement their 

' 
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work. The illuminated manuscripts of the Middle Ages 
are filled with, the zoomorphic marginalia of asses play
ing lyres and snails chasing knights. In the 1960s Roy 
Lichtenstein campily used comic book panels filled with 
teen-agers exchanging vacant dialogue. 

However, it was in the 1910s and 1920s that Cubism 
inaugurated a new mix of textual and traditional elements. 
One result of this early 20th century movement is the en
during subordination of texts inside works of an that eliini
nate the didactic purposes they might have fulfilled else
where. The Cubisl legacy of using scraps of newspaper 
and advertisements is now a comman praclice. 

Many of the artists featured in the gallery not only uSe 
t~xt but found inspiration in _poets and novelists. Ian 
Crawley wrote about his work that he was influenced by 
TS. Eliot, Rainer Maria Rilke, Franz Kafka and others. 
Both of his sculptures on display in the gallery echo 
themes found in the New Testament: the seven deadly 
slns and "judge not lest ye be judged." In "Judge Not" the 
words Judge Not are engraved onto a padlock which.is 
attached to a rough-surfaced yellow rock. Rusty chains 
suspend other, smaller rocks. The work seems to tug down
ward on the engraved words. 

The other artists in the gallery are Leslie Kneisel, Tu
dor Mitroi, Irene Hardwick Olivieri, Lesley Patterson, 
Gaylen Stewart, Michelle Van Parys and David Will1ams. 

COM students, David Wright (foreground) and Mat
thew Jost, examine a piece displayed in the COM Art 
Gallery exhibit: CON-TEXT. The exhibit, which runs 
through April 12, features art by 10 artists who use 
text In their work. (Photo by April Brandon) 
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What's Happening 

Los Gallitos a Mariachi band performs for the Cinco de Mayo cerebration held in the LAC Auditorium last May. 
The band will play again at this year's celebration Thursday, May 3, in the LRC breezeway at 6 p.m. (File Photo) 

Cinco de Mayo celebrations at COM 
By DAVID WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland is hosting its 28th annual Cinco 
de Mayo Festival April 30 through May 5. 

Since the inception of the event in 1974, the objective 
has been to create a link between COM and the MCXican
Amcrican community. 

Dr. Manuel Urbina, COM professor of American his
tory, is the originator of the COM Amigos club and of the 
COM Cinco de Mayo celebrations. He explained that this 
is a Mexican celebration, not a Spanish one. • 

Cinco de Mayo was a victory for Mexico over the 
French, which gave MCxican troops the courage to keep 
fighting to win tbe conflict of 1862. 

The COM Amigos and the Student Activities Board 
plan a Cinco de Mayo festival Thursday, May 3, at 12:30. 
The festival, which will feature refreshments, entertain
ment, a piiiata and a jalapefto eating contest, is open to all 
at COM as well as the community. 
- Dr. Hector Diaz Zermeno, a visiting professor from the 

National University of Mexico in Mexico City, will lec
ture on MCXican culture May 3 from 2 to 3:30 ,p.m. in 
Room T-007 of the TechnicaVVocational Building. Seat -
ing will be limited to the first 75. 

Dr. Zermefio also will present copies of his two most 
recently published books. 

Before the evening program on May 3, Los Gallitos 

(Little Roosters), a Mariachi band will play outside the 
Learning Resources Center. in the breezeway from 6-7 
p.m. The band consists of six members, four of whom arc 
siblings .. Thc band leader is the mother of the four sibings. 

The last evant on May 3 will be a program in the LRC 
A!,lditorium. At 7:45 p.m. a MCxican dance group, 
Compafifa de Danza Jareni, will perform. 

Both the U.S. and the M€xican national anthems will 
be played by COM faculty members: Sparky Koerner, on 
trumpet, and Paul Boyd, on piano. 

COM president, Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes, will offi
ciaHy welcome all the visitors. 

Dr. Zermefio will lecture again, this time on the Diplo
matic Correspondence between President Lincoln and 
President Juarez during the French Intervention. 

The celebration will conclude with more Mariachi mu
sic and a slideshow on Mexican history and culture~ 

All week the COM Library will display authentic 
Mexican historical documents and artifacts, such as the 
original documents of the Emperor.Maximilian and also 
Aztec and Mayan Indian artifacts. 

On Friday, May 4, a banquet and program, sponsored 
by the Cinco de Mayo Community Comm-ittee, will be at 
the Doyle Convention Center. Banquet tickets are $10. 

On Saturday, May 5, a parade and a fiesta will be held 
in downtown Texas City. The public is welcome, 

For more information about the events, call Dr. Urbina, 
at (409) 938-1211 or l (888) 258-8859, Ext. 307. 

UpCOMing Events 
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People Speak Out 
By lnttrCOM Editors and Staff 

In Columbine and similarly related bigh school 
shootings, signs of trouble were evidenl in· the 
young mee beforehand. School au1borities have 
said they do not see bullying as the cause of 
shootin~ but merely as a potential underlying 
problem that ne<ds to be addressed. With the in
crease in numbr.l high school shootings through
out the nation over the course of the past several 
years, lruerCOM asked the question: ~What can 
be done to control violence in schoolsr1 

Ancef• Kush, I be
lieve that the parents 
should explain to kids 
the difference between 
realily and fiction and 
peer mediators should 
take a more active role. 

Pat Harris: Tighlen up 
security_ Treat 'em like 
military kids. 

James Boyd: There's 
no real way to keep 
guns out of schools. 
They could beef up se
curity. A lot of schools 
don ' t have guards or 
metal detectors. 

David MuWns: Secu
rity should ·....,ch the 
students for weapons. 

Drew Zaogoullis: Zack Wiao: The pat
Metal detectora in en- ents ne<d to be involved 
trance ways. Send all · with their kids. The kids 
the students to bool need guidance. Tu.ckle 
<amp. They all need a kids' minds. 
good swift kick in the • .... 

E .. W. ~Butch" Cam 
Mom and Dad have to 
take ca,e of kids a little 
better, Vou can't pre· 
diet when people arc 
going to go off the wall 

• 
• 

Ryu Cook: Cop ac
tion isn't neceSBary. 
They should make a 
psychological profile 
on each student when 
they enter the school. 

• 
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A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

Tornado sweeps 
professor off his feet 
By MATTHEW JOST 
Copy Editor 

Chicago may be known as the ·'Windy City," but any
one who has ever experienced the fury of a Texas storm 
firsthand may beg to differ. 

Both College of the Mainland science Professor Chuck 
Buddenhagen and COM police Officer Kent Dowdy can 
vouch that COM could have taken Chicago 's title when 
the storm that hit southeast Texas the afternoon of March 
14 swept them off their feet. 

Buddenhagen, director of Continuing Education and 
Cpmmunity Services, wa~ loading tables into a vafl out
side the Phy~ical Education Building at COM when the 
storm took a twist. · 

"l went out to back the van up so it would be under· 
neath the roof so everybody else wouldn't get wet;'' 
Buddenhagen recalled, "and when I went to open the door 
the rain suddenly stopped:" That was when Buddenhagen 
saw that theraiq was ·'completely parallel to the ground." 

·~,;;;.:,B;;u,,d,.denha_gen s.har1:J what •~ his mind when he 
saw the parall61 rain. '"it was funny, the first thing l thought 
of was, 'Wow, this is like my fourth grade English class 
when you went up and did sentences on the board' and 
then my mind says, 'Whoa, you are in trouble!'" 

Buddenhagcn's mind wasn't wrong. As he started to 
tum around, the wind threw him against the van. "l got 
up and started to run toward the Gym and when I did, [ 
remember taking the-first step and I looked down on the 
ground and thought, 'I'm not stepping on anything, there's 
bottles and stuff all over the ground!'" 

A powerful gust of wind had caught Buddenhagen and 
Farried him to the end of the van before slamming him 
forward and knocking him to the ground. At this point, 
Dowdy managed to grasp Buddenhagen. 

See COM Page 10 

SClence Professor Chuck Buddenhagen expresses 
his thanks to COIi Police Officer Kent Dowdy after 
Dowdy rescued Buddenhagen from tfMt tornado that 
hit COM March 14. (Photo by April Brandon) 

• 
• 

• 

James Coate as Greg and Amy Olfers as Sylvla,.bond as man and dog in Sylvia, the hilarious comedy playing at 
the COM Arena Theatre through April 29. (Pf:loto by Theater Department) 

Sylvia pits man against wife in love triangle 
By MATTHEW JOST 
Copy Editor 

Disney may boast 101 DalmaJions, but at the Cellege 
of the Mainland Arena Theatre it only takes one canine to 
be a hit. That would be AR. Gurney's Sylvia, the newest 
showing at COM's "Biggest Lil' Theatre In Texas." 

Sylvia, starring Amy Olfers (Sylvia), James Coate 
(Greg), Jacki Bynum (Kate) and Jeffrey Johnston (Tom, 
Phyllis, Leslie) is directed by Jack Westin. 

A hilarious comedy complemented by entertaining ac-

tors, Sylvia is a play worth seeing. Ctlate and Bynum por
tray a New York couple whose children have grown and 
moved to college. Their life takes a sudden change 9f 
pace, however, as Coate discovers and bonds with man's 
best friend~Sylvia- during a walk in the park. 

Olfer's role as Sylvia gives the story an interesting and 
amusing twist, allowing the audience to appreciate the 
dog's perspective as the story unfolds. 

Competition ensues between Sylvia and Kate as she 
finds herself struggling for her husband's attention over 

See Sylvia Page 9 

6 students select Outstanding Teacher 
By DAVID WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter 

The Outstanding Teacher of the Year award has been 
given every year since 1982. 

This year 56 full-time and 12 adjunct faculty members 
were nominated. However, only full-time professors ate 
eligible lo win the aWard. 

The award is presented to the winning teacher at the 
annual Employee Recognition Dinner, set this year for 
April 27 at the Doyle Convention Center in Texas City. 

This year's nominees are Ellen Johnson, cosmetology; 
Sparky Koerner, music; Freda O'Connor, graphic arts; 
Renate True, biology;·and Alice Watford, psychology. 

A committee of six students was ~elected to evaluate 
the teachers. They were choNen from recommendations 
that Carla Boone, last year's winner and this year's chafr
woman for the event, received from well-respected mem
bers of the COM facult}'. The students on the-committee 
represent a diverse background in jiddemic majors . 

The system that is used to determioe each year's 

See And Page 10 

Trip to Mexico open to students, community 
By JON NELSON 
Staff Reporter 

. 
When asked about the trip to'southem Mexico that Col

lege of the Mainland is sponsoring for his students and 
other members of the community, Spanish Professor 
Rafael Naraajo explained that going to Oaxaca is an ex· 
citing watershed for lhe institution. The college is going 
to the world rather than bringing the world to it. 

And Oaxaca is an exceptionally nice place to go. The 
state of Oaxaca has beautiful beaches and the city of Oai 
is widely considered one of Mexico 's most beautiful. The 

trip spans July 7·Atig: 4. Along with the four-week op
tion, participants can go on one of two separate two·week 
visits: July 7-July 21 to July 21-Aug. 4. 

Cost for the four-week stay is $1,500 and $1,200 for 
the two-week stay. This includes round-trip airfare, room 
and board in an Oaxacan home, the Spanish textbook and 
other expe.nses. 

World famous for its 16th century art and architec· 
ture, handicrafts, and the nearby Mixtec and Zapotec ru
ins, the city sits in the Oaxaca Valley and is the capital of 
the state of Oaxaca. But Oaxaca also is notable linguist-

See Eam P- 10 
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What's Happening 

lnterCOM staff both past and present gather for recognition of the Texas Intercollegiate Press Association 
Awards. From left Michael Navarro, Elias de la Cerda Jr., Michelle Fichera, Matthew Jost and Jennifer West. The 
journalists proudly display their winning articles. (Photo by April Brandon) 

InterCOM receives five TIPAawards 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland student publication, 
lntcrCOM, competed and won five awards in the Texas 
Intercollegiate Press Association contest for 20CXJ. The 
contest covered publications between Jan. I and Dec. 18. 

The lnterCOM was in Division 3, which is for colleges 
and universities with an enrollment of 3,000 to 7,499. 

For written work, former Co-Managing Editor Jennifer 
West's general column editorials won first place. ·'Why 
ban books when they are made into movies" and "Presi· 
dential candidates lack basic intelligence" were published 
in the May and July issues. Copy Editor Matthew Jost's 
critical review of Other S Peoples Money, ;'Captivating 
comedy charms COM critic," placed third. It was pub
lished in the November issue. 

For page design, fonner Co-Managing Editor Michelle 
Fichera 's Tabloid News Page Design placed second. It 
was the front page of the October issue. Former Manng
ing Editor Michael Navarro's Tabloid Sports Page De
s.ign, in the May issue, also placed second. Former Online 
Editor Elias de la Cerda Jr. 's Tabloid Picture Page De-. 
sign, "COM students DART to the STARZ," for the May 
issue won honorable mention. 

Of her award West said, ·'I enjoyed writing editorials 
the most, and it was exciting to find out that they were 
award-winning material." When Jost was contacted he 
said, "My first thought upon hearing I won an award was 
'there must not have been many entries' because I pulled 
mine out of the air. I'm honored to know that my story 
was appreciated; it's reassuring. I hope to write more." In 

addition to working on staff last fall and this spring, Jost 
plans to work on the July issue of the InterCOM. 

De la Cerda's picture page was of the participation of 
two groups of COM science students headed by profes
sors Marilynn Kish-Molina and Dr. Gregory Johnson in 
the annual partnership between NASA and the Texas com

. munity colleges. "It was a memorable experience to work 
as part of the team under the leadership of professors 
Marilynn Kish-Molina and Dr. Gregory Johnson," de la 
Cerda said. "My greatest challenge was having to selecl 
from over 300 shots the _photos that would best recognize 
the work and dedication of each team member." 

Navarro and Fichera also were surprised and honored 
to win awards. "I was surprised that I won the award 'cause 
I was never satisfied with my layout. But l'm glad that I 
won· because it was my last time to be entered into the 
contest.'' Navarro said. Fichera said, "Winning the award 
fell really good, but I have to admit that I didn't think I 
would win for layOut. I attribute my winnings to the en
tire staff, without their help it wouldn't have happened." 

lnterCOM adviser Astrid H. Lowery, with the help of 
former Managing Editor Patricia Bill (July 1997-July 
1999), chose 30 entries to submit. 

Other Division 3 schools included Tarleton State Uni
versity, Stephenville; Angelo State University, San Angelo; 
Kilgore College; Lee College, Baytown; University of 
Dallas; and University of Houston- Clear Lake. 

These five awards are ~10thing out of the ordinary for 
the staff of the lnterCOM. Last year, the lnt-crCOM re
ceived three awards and in 1998, nine awards. lnterCOM 
has now won 39 aw;uds, since Lowery began submitting 
entries into the contest in 1987. 

Journalism offers writing proficiencies, knowledge 
Do you love to write and wish lo expand your 

knowledge? Then laking a journalism course will pro· 
vide you with the proficiencies necessary to acquire 
a successful position in written media. 

College of the Mainland journalism classes are open 
to all individuals and no experience is necessary. Even 
if you're not a journalism major, but enjoy writing, 
sign up for the beginning class that is offered in the 
Summer I session. News Gathering and Writing I, 

COMM 2311, Index 2230, meets Monday-Thursdays 
I :30-3:30 p.m. in Room L-246 of the Leaming Re

sources Center. 
Also, advanced journalism classes are available for 

students with writing experience. If you have jour
nalism experience, contac't Profe.ssor Astrid H. 
Lowery for course and class time information. 

For ques.lions or more information, call ( 409) 986-
9150 or I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 314. 

• 

• 

People Speak Obt 
By lnterCOM Editors 

With the growing populartity of body art such 
as tattoos and piercings, people are frequently seen 
with such. lnterCOM asked: ls body art attractive? 
At what point does it become distracting if ii does 
at all? 

. 
Jenni Fisher: I think 
body piercing and art is 
very attractive unless, 
there's too much. When 

your whole body is COV· 

ered. it becomes too 
much. 

PbyUis Sanders: It be
comes· unattractive 
when you have them in 
your nose, lips, eye~ 
brows. You're not al
ways 18, one day you'll 
be 60 with wrinkles and 
holes in your face. 

Thelma Slaughter: I 
don't think it's attractlve 
for youngsters to have 
tattoos. 

Aaron Fleming: No, 
body piercing is not at
tractive. Tattoos are all 
right to a certain extent. 
I've considered getting 
one myself. 

• 

Adam Flies: I think it 
becomes unattractive 
when there's too much. 
Sometimes a ·smaller 
one will look more at
tractive. 

JustinAustin: Body art 
is somewhat attractive 
as long as it is kept mini
mal. At Work, things are 
more professional, so 
piercings on the face 
could be a problem. 

DeLeon McDonakl: 
Yeah, it's attractive. It 
depends on the person. 
If you like it, then you 
cfo; if don't, you don' t. 

Steve Sowrey: It de
pends. A minimal 
amount l can deal with. 
Excessive tattoos or 
piercings are unattrac
tive. 

• 

---
' 

American rights editorial 
' See Pagel 

Congratulations Class or 2001 
Have a great summer! 

The nominees surround music Professor Sparky Koerner after he was announced Outstanding Teacher 
of the Vear. From left Renate True, biology; Alice Watford, psychology; Koerner, jazz; Ellen Johnson, 
cosmat.ology; Freda O'Connor, graphic arts. {Photo by Jill R. Danner) , 

Koerner Outstanding Teacher of Year 2001 
By ROBIN !ARSON 

' Photography Editor 

. The College of the Mainland Employee Recogni-
l I tion Dinner was held at the Charles T. Doyle Conven· 

tion Center in Texas City April 27. The annual dinner 
recognizes all employees for their dedication and hard 
work, awards certificates for length of service and hon
ors the Outstanding Teacher of the Year. 
' The dinner had festivities before the presentation of 
the special award, which music . Professor Sparky 

Koerner won. 
Jim Higgins, director of Public lnfonnation, asked 

during dinner if anyone knew the answer lo how many 
gallons of water are in lake Eckert. He ~id whoever 
announced the correct amount would be awarded <l 

bottle of wine. No one could estimate the correct 
amount, so Higgins dropped numerous hints, but he 
didn't award anyone the wine. Lake Eckert contains 
9.9 million gallons of water. 

Vice President/Dean of Instruction James Templer 

See Finalists Page 7 

Animal testing 
SeePage7 
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Class of '01 ready 
to graduate_ May 11 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Graduation is just around the corner and there are sev
eral things grnduating students need to remember . 

The College of the Mainland commencement ceremony 
will be held May 11 at 7:30 p.m. at the Charles T. Doyle 
Convention Center in Texas City. The center holds ap
proximately 1,400 people, so a large overflow room with 
a screen televising the ceremony live will be-available in 
case the seats fill up. 

Stu.dents should have received directions to the con
vention center with their graduation· packets . 
Graduates need to arrive at 6:45 !"i.;n. along with partici· 
pating faculty and professional staff. 

The guest speaker will be D7. George R. &>ggs, presi
dent ,ind chief executive officer of American Associa
tion of Community Colleges. 

Graduates should stop by ttie COM Bookstore to pick 
up graduation gowns through May 11. On May 11. the 
bookstore: wm step dlstribu1ing ihe gowns a t 4 p.m. 

Students may purchase videotapes of graduation. The 
videotapes. which must be pre-ordered and pre-paid, may 

See Graduating? Page· 6 

InterCOM does it 
again, wins 5 TIPA 

Awards 
See lnterCOM Page 8 

_ --~ Students celebrate annual Cinco de Mayo fiesta 
~ 

.., 

By DAVID WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter 

Tejano music blasting from the Leaming Resources Center breezeway gave the clue 
that another CincO de Mayo celebration was underway. As a matter of fact, it was the 28th 
celebration held at College of the Mainland since Dr. Manuel Urbina 11, history profes
sor, initiated the COM celebration in 1974. The day's events. included a fiesta, two lec
tures, Mariachi music and folkloric dancing, which culminated the festivities May 3. 

Cinco ,de Mayo is a Mexican festival that commemorates the victory of the Mexican 
forces over the invading French in the Battle of Puebla May 5, 1862. The confrontation 
started because of a debt that M6xico owed the French. 

Though a Mexican festival, a variety of cultures were represented at the day long fiesta. 
"'This was an excellent experience for me to attend," said COM student Courtney 

Johnson. "'Even though ( am African American I enjoy coming to events such as these so 
I can be well-informed about other cultures." 

People enjoyed the food, music and sun. They danced to Selena's music, ate tacos and 
tamales, and chatted with friends. 

In the middle of all the fun the MC, Ernest Gonzales, announced that Anthony Castelline, 
COM Amigos Student Government representative, had been accepted to Texas A&M 
University. "I'm so excited for him," said Stephanie Shackelford, Castelline's gi1lfriend. 

See Jalapeiio Page 2 
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COM Amigos Adviser Alice Whistler, Thelma Slaughter from Guatemala and Annabelle 
·sradking dance at the Cinco de Mayo celebration May 3. (Photo by Robin Larson) 
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Jalapeiio contest winners receive T.P. 
Continued from Page 1 
"He's been waiting to go 
there for a long time." 

Ajalapeiio eating con
test took place in which 
five contestants were 
given five jalapefios 
apiece, with the first one 
to finish being the win
ner. The competitors 
were Alberto Marroquin, 
first place; Maria 
Pacheco, second place; 

0 
Dr. Hector Diaz Zermeno 

Nicole Whittington, third place; Johnson, fourth place; 
and Spanish Professor Rafael Naranjo, disqualified. 

Naranjo was reprimanded when he bit into a jalapello 
before the official gave the signal to start. He left the table 
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and his space was not filled. On the second attempt 
Marroquin devoured the competition. When asked how 

.he felt after eating all the jalapefios he said: "It's nothing. 
I usually eat 10 in a sitting." The winners received money 
and a roll of toilet paper. 

In the Grito cortest, participants do a Mexican yell. Brad 
Blankenship shattered opponents with his Grito whoop. 
Jackie Martinez came in second and Jenny Long came in 
third. When a,sked how he did it, Blankenship said, "Basi
cally, I took the power of Cinco de Mayo and America, 
and with God 's guidance I took it home." 

"This was an excellent day," said Maryann Urick, Stu
dent Activities Board adviser. "Perfect event, even better 
than last (year 's). There was great cooperation between 
the two groups (SAB and COM Amigos), and I'm grate
ful to the grounds crew for their help." 

"A wonderful day," said Alice Whistler, COM Amigos 
adviser. "We had community people come and participate." 

After the initial fun, the mood switched to a time 10 rec
ollect past events and analyze them, with the hope of un
derstanding others better. Dr. Hector Diaz Zermeno, pro
fessor at the National University of Mexico in Mexico City, 
gave an afternoon lecture with Dr. Urbina translating. Dr. 
Zennefio spoke on his book about Mexican General Santa 
Anna. He spoke about the belief of the Mexican press that 
Santa Anna was a traitor to Mexico. His purpose in writ
ing the book was to exonerate the M6xican army of tlte 
ridicule Santa Anna's treason subjected them to. 

At 6 p.m. a traditional Mexican Mariachi music concert 
took place in the LRC breezeway. ''Los Gallitos'' played 
several pieces, Then Dr. Urbina borrowed a musician's 
trumpet and with the Mariachis' accompaniment played 
"Spanish Eyes." Dr. Urbina dedicated the song to Doiia 
Ampara Ortiz Hayes, COM President Dr. Homer "Butch" 
Hayes' wife .. "Los Gallitos" has performed in Cinco de 
Mayo celebrations at COM for the last 20 years. 

Then al 7:15 p.m. in the LRCAuditorium Dr. Zermeno, 
with Dr. Urbina again translating, spoke of the diplomatic 
correspondence between U.S. President Abraham Lincoln 
and the President of Mexico Benito Juii.rez during the 
French intervention of Mexico. After his lecture, the 
Compafiia de Danza "Jareni" from Huitzuco, Guerrero, 
Mexico, performed Mexican folkloric dances under the 
artistic direction of Professor Oscar Viveros Garda. 

At the beginning of their performance, the dancers ex
perienced difficulties with their taped music. Fortunately, 
Dr. Urbina gave an inpromtu lecttlre po the silver mines 

See 'First Lady' Page 3 
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Americans need to 
take rights seriously 

What defines an American? 

Matthew 
Jost 

Maybe it's that guy you saw downtown with the 
purple mohawk. Perhaps you saw them on an early 
Saturday morning urging you to take their Jehovah's 
Witnesses pamphlets. Possibly it's that guy George 
what's-his-name that everyone refers to as Mr. President. 

Being an American is all these things and more. It's 
who we are, however we are. Whatever we want to be. 
With mild speculation, it's easy to assume that being an 
American is a right many people take for granted. 

Is being an American a right? Absolutely. Being an 
American is being privileged to have a lot of rights-the 
Bill of Rights. Something the citizens of a considerable 
number of countries aren't allowed to have. 

One right in particular is the right to free speech. 
That's not necessarily the ri~t to shout obscenities at 
pedestrians as you blast by them in your Ford pickup at 
60 mph like many a mischievous high school " rebel." 
And it 's not the right to call in bomb threats because you 
d0n't .want to take your finals. But also, it's not the right 
to take down somebody's bold attempt to boycott your 
goods because you think it's bad for business. 

Freedom of speech is a misunderstood right that 
routinely finds itse!f the subject of debate in courtrooms. 

According to the First Amendment: "Congress shall _ 
make no law respeCting an establishment or religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of !ipeech, or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances." 

Obviously, this doesn't condone verbal and/or written 
anarchy, but it does condone an American's right to 
question aspects of his society that seem unfair or in 
some cases are proven to be unfair. 

Correct me if I'm wrong, but l seem to recall this 
being an important aspect of what our country was 
founded on. 

Some students and faculty of College of the Mainland 
may have noticed certain fliers randomly taped and 
stapled to walls along their busy routes between classes 
and elsewhere~fliers indicating a proposed boycott of 
our school's cafeteria. 

Presumably, a considerable number of individuals 
may not have noticed them. This might be for any 
number of reasons. One likely possibility is that the 
individuals who profit from our Cafeteria felt threatened 
by these fliers and decided their income was more 
important than another individual's right to free speech. 

This editorial isn't about boycotts, however. It 's about 
Americans misunderstanding their own rights. When I 
noticed that a student decided to stand up and take 
responsibility for something he fell so strongly about 
that he voiced his opinion, I admired him. 

Any time an American tests our rights for the good of 
society, I find it commendable. We wOuldn 't be the 
United States of America if someone hadn't put his neck 
on the chopping block to make a change for the better. 

So why is it that these individuals involved with the 
COM cafeteria tore down the boycott fliers upon seeing 
them? Because they misunderstood our rights? Or didn't 
respect our rights? Maybe they only appreciate their 
rights as long as those rights work to their advantage. 

I won't make assumptions. Whatever the case may be, 
our col!ntry has a serious problem when its people 
neglect the rights of others or even their own. 

We are Americans. We are nothing, however, if we fail 
to acknowledge the rights of others. 

' 
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Anima_l vivisection cruel, unncessary procedure 
By ROBIN LARSON 
Photograph~ Editor 

You are extremely tired, your body hurts, and all you 
want to do is lie down on a soft bed and_ dream of feeling 
the sun on your back. All you hear though are cries and 
screams from your friends next door and you smell noth
ing but the fumes of ammonia from the excrement accu
mulating in the pits beneath the floor. You are 'extremely 
bored with nothing to see or do. The only time you leave 
your cramped cage is to haVe more painful experiments 
performed on you. Words cannot describe the pain of the 
experiments. 

This is the life animals live who are trapped in labora
tories. The animals never see the light of day and when 
an experiment is finished and the animal is still alive, it is 
either beaten to death or starved to death. 

"The animal research industry commits violence against 
millions of laboratory animals every year," according to 
the Web site Vivisection. "About 750 dogs and 190 pri
mates are tested and killed yearly in the United States 
alone. The animals are used in tests conducted on medi
cines, chemicals, food products ... and pesticides. 

"About 600 companies currently test their products on 
animals," Vivisection states. This means that every time 
someone purchases a product manufactured by a com
pany that uses animal tests, he or she is paying that com
pany to test those products on animals. 

"In Europe, Huntington Life Sciences is the largest con
tract teSting laboratory," animal activist Sarah Kite stated, 
"It conducts poisoning tests on animals on behalf of the 
pharmaceutical, agrochemical and chemical industries. 
These tests range from chemicals being dripped into the 
animal's eyes, injected into their bodies, forced up their 

Karaoke party says farewell to semester 

SAB hosted a Farewell Karoke party April 24 dur
ing College Hour in the Student Center. Courtney 
Johnson along with Mia McAfee and Amanda Boyd 
tied for second place with Oat Nguyen winning $5 
each. The first place winner was Robin Proctor; who 
won $10. (Photo by Dana Sparling) 

By DANA SPARLING 
Assistant Editor 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities 
Board hosted one last karaoke College Hour event on 
April 24. Students gathered in the Student Center to 
share a few last laughs before the semester's end. 

As music played and people sang, the SAB served 
pizza and soft drinks. Raffle tickets were passed out 
and tlten placed in a wheel. Tickets were drawn as stu· 
dents ate and prizes, such as picture frames, T-shirts, 
koozies and cups were given away. 

Everyone who participated in the Farewell Karaoke 
Party received a free T-shirt. Three places were avail
able for the taking by thetoJfs1n-g--ers-:-Firsl phrce went 
to Robin Proctor, a physical education adjunct teacher. 
Dal Nguyen, and the group of Courtney Johnson, Mia 
Mc.Mee and Amanda Boyd tied for second place. Proc
tor was awarded $10 and the rest were awarded $5. 

Several students afid staff partook in the event. SAB 
estimated close to 100 participants."Th_e attendance 
was very good for so close to the end of the semester," 
stated SAB adviser Maryann Urick. "It's important for 
people to have fun together between studies." 

The luncheon gave everyone an opportunity to come 
together one last time and say farewell to another great 
semester. 

For more infonnation on future events, contact Urick 
at (409) 938-12ll or I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

nostrils or forced down their throats. Anesthetics are not 
nonnally given," 

In each case HLS is looking for signs of poisoning. 1f 
the animal does not suffer from vomiting, diarrhea, bleed
ing or fits, then the animal will be killed at the end of the 
experiment. 

Not only is it unacceptable to deliberately inflict such 
pain and suffering on one species in the hope of trying to 
help another, but the laboratory animals are not cared for 
by the experimenters. 

Kite said in 1997 an undercover investigation at HLS 
exposed evidence of extreme animal abuse as well as se
rious brellches of the Jaw. The activists' investigations done 
exposed beagle puppies being hit and shaken, staff re
peatedly stabbing dogs with needles and the cages in which 
the animals lived being caked with their own feces. ·Tue 
animals had nothing to play with, not even a rubber ball, 
as require.d by law to stave off the loneliness of life in a 
cage. 

The widespread use of dogs in testing of chemicals, 
consumer products and food has been going on for less 
than 70 years. Essentially we are a consumer-driven soci
ety. Therefore, animals are made to suffer for our own 
advantage. Testing on animals started after Congress 
passed the Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act of I 938. 

Animal testing, or vivisection, involves an array of ani
mals, such as, mice, rats, cats, dogs, hamsters, gerbils, 
horses, sheep, guinea pigs, monkeys and rabbits, accord
ing lo the.BBC News Web site. 

In 1997 alone, experiments were done on 2,146,448 r.1ts 
and mice. In addition it is estimated that twice that num
ber of animals are gassed or decapitated becau1oe of rou
tine overbreeding. 

Animal testing is cruel and unnecessary and more of
ten than not the results are misleading because 95 percent 
of drugs approved through animal testing are "imffiedi
i,tely-diseu.Fded as useless-or dangerous to humans,'.' ac. 
cording to Vivisection Kills Web site. 

"Less than 2 percent of human illnesses are ever seen 
in animals and over 98 percent never affect 3.nimals,"Vivi
section states. "When asked if they agreed that animal 
experiments can be misleading because of.anatomical and 
physiological differences between animals and humans, 
88 percent of doctors agreed." 
· These· animals are living, breathing creatures and they 

do feel pain. This country is torturing millions of animals 
a day for our benefit. As long as -people continue to buy 
products made by manufactures who support animal test
ing, experimenters will continue to inflict pain and mis
ery on these defenseless animals. There are alternatives 
to animal testing, but because animal testing is the easiest 
to conduct, alternatives are not much used. 

Finalists handed 'award for teaching.excellence' plaques 

• 

Continued from Page 1 ----------
announced that Koerner won the title of the Outstanding 
Teacher of the Year 2001. 

As the winner, he received a $1,500 stipend for profes
sional development and automatically became the Piper 
Professor nominee for fall 2001. The Piper Professor is 
an award given yearly to 10 teachers 'from Texas commu
nity colleges or universities; it was established by the 
Minnie Stevens Piper Foundntion in 1958. The award, one 
of the most prestigious, is presented to the· teacher who 
displays outstanding achievement. 

Before Templer made the announcement, the commit
tee of six students who selected the winner gave a speech 
about each of the nominees and revealed why each was 
chosen as a finalist. The finalists in addition to Koerner 
were Ellen Johnson, cosmetology ; Freda O'Connor, 
graphic arts; Renate True, biology; and Alice Watford, 
psychology. They received teaching excellence awards. 

Carla Boone, this year's chairwoman and last year's 
winner, chose Carol Voight, Fabian Sifuentes, Amber 
Turner, Lauren Hansmire, Sandi Yancy and Alice Salzer 
for the committee based on faculty recommendations. 

l 

Boone said the students, whom she thanked for their par
ticipation, "Worked very Well together and wit~Out their 
time and effort this would not bave been successful." 

To pick the winner, the student committee surprised 
the nominees with visits to their classes to evaluate their 
teaching. The commitlt:;e filled out evaluation fonns and 
asked the nominees 10 personal questions. 

Johnson has been teaching at COM nine years. Her stu
dents said she is giving, contributes a great-deal of time 
to them, and they feel she is successful as a teacher. She 
was very excited and pleased to be nominated. 

O'Connor has been teaching for 30 years, five of those 
at COM. She did not choose teaching, teaching chose her, 
she said, adding she was very honored to be nominated 
with such an elite group. 

True, an anatomy and physiology professor, has been 
an Outstanding Teacher winner three times. She began at 
c;oM as a guest lecturer, loves her career and feels she 
contributes a great deal of time and successfully reaches 
out to her students. "I .am nominated with the best teach
ers out there, and I will continue teaching until I keel 
over and die." 

' 

• 

Watford was born and raised in La Marque and has been 
teaching at COM for 11 years. She loves what she teaches 
and feels she has the ability to reach her students. In addi
tion to being a professor, she also is president of_ 
COMunity-the COM union. She said she was honored 
to be nominated among these professionals. 

"It feels good to be honored among these finalists," 
Koerner said after learning he had won. Koerner, the di
rector of jazz at COM for 18 years, has been nominated 
14 times, but this is the first time that he was a finalist. It 
also is the first lime someone from the fine arts depart
ment has been chosen. 

In congratulating Koerner, Boone said, "Everyone was 
very worthy of being teacher of the year. However, I'm 
glad someone from fine arts was finally recognized," 
Koerner also was recently elected president of the Inter
national Association of Jazz Educators, is chainnan of 
the COM Senate and the team leader for the Performing 
and Visual Arts Team. 

"I love what I do,'' Koerner said. "I think it is a won
derful honor to be recognized among my students and 
peers as the Outstanding Teacher of the Year," 

• 
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Campus Life 

SAB hosts biannual 
multicultural feast 
By DANA SPARLING 
Assistant Editor 

Once again the College of the Mainland Student Ac- · 
tivities Board hosted the biannual Multicultural Luncheon. 
Students gathered to share their culture and food in the 
Student Center Sunroom during College Hour April 10. 

In order to participate iu the event, students were re
quired to bring a dish that represented their heritage; in
ternational students were admitted regardless. The dishes 
included sweet potato pie, dirty rice, sweet and sour 
chicken, spaghetti, macaroni and cheese with broccoli, 
pita bread, Spanish rice, guacamole, cookies, sopapillas 
and cheese cake. 

While the students, faculty and staff enjoyed the feast, 
a microphone was passed around. Everyone shared a little 
picCe of his or her heritage with all who were gathered 
around the tables. 

Twenty-eight students, faculty and staff participated. 
Many cultures were represented such as African Ameri
can, Czechoslovakian, French, Venezuelan, Mexican, lra
nian and Belizean. 

During the luncheon, the COM Student Government 
handed out raffle tickets lo the participants. When the 
event was coming to a close, Student Government Presi
dent Dana Sparling and Vice President Robin Larson ran
domly picked raffle tickets and announced the winning 
numbers, handing out eight CD's to the winners. Some of 
the winners included Elias de la Cerda Jr., Mike Selindis 
and Professor Ali Ravandi. 

Many cultures uriited and shared their heritage with one 
another. Larson believes, "ll was a great opportunity to 
get together and learn of different ethnic backgrounds. 
And the food was really good, too." 

The luncheon will be held again in the fall semester, 
but a date has not yet been set. For more information, 
contact SAB adviser MaryAnn Urick at (409) 938-1211 
or l (888) 258-8859 Ext. 418. 

Graduating? Have 
questions? Read this 

Continued from Page 1 
also be pre-purchased ·at 
graduation, The cost is $10, 
which includes shipping. 

Announcements also will 
be on ·sale in the book.store 
through May 11. The cost 
per announcement is 25 
cents, which includes a 
card, an invitation and an 
envelope. 

. Dr. George R, Boggs Dr. Boggs received his 
bachelor's degree in chem

istry ·from Ohio State University, a master's degree in 
chemistry from University of California at Santa Barbara, 
and a doctorate in educational administration from the 
University of Texas at Austin, where he has been honored 
as a Distinguished Graduate. 

The speaker has served as a faculty member, division 
chairman and associate dean of instruction at Butte Col
lege in California and was superintendent/president of 
Palomar College in California for 15 years. He has writ
ten more than 50 articles and chapters in professional jour
nals and books. On Jan. 15, 1994, the city of Vista pro
claimed that day as Dr. George.Boggs Day in honor of his 
community service. 

For questions or information about announcemcnrs, 
graduation gowns or videotapes, contact Jackie Andres 
in the bookstore at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (8.88) 258-8859, 
·Ext. 312. For information about the commencement cer
emony, contact the Advisement Office al Ext. 4~0. 

• 

S outstanding musicians receive awards 
By MAITHEW JOST 
Copy Editor 

A large audience filled the eollege of the Main
land Fine Arts Recital Hall May l to enjoy lhe free 
performance by the COM Jazz Combo and Jazz En
semble directed by COM professor and recipient of 
the Outstanding Teacher of the Year 2001 award, 
Sparky Koerner. 

The audience, which included COM President Dr. 
Homer "Butch" Hayes and Vice President/Dean of 
Instruction James Templt:r and their wives, was not 
disappointed when the cqmbo opened up with a skill
ful rendition of"Summertimc" by George Gershwin. 

The combo consisted of COM students Philip 
Bacco on the piano, drummer Justin Brouillard, per
cus:.ionist Shawn Clarke, Aaron Koerner on trumpet 
and flugelhorn, Allen Oliver on bass and Amber 
Turner on tenor saxophone. All, with the exception 
of Turner, received Outstanding Performance awards. 

After presenting the awards, which the musicians 
had already received al the Lamar University Jazz 
Festival on April 30, Sparky Koerner surprised Turner 
with a Most Improved Musician award. Turner, who 
originally played the clarinet, began playing tenor 
saxophone only in January. · 

In addition to his other award; Aaron Koerner was 
awarded the Darrell Holt Outstanding Musician award 
by his visibly proud father, Sparky Koerner. 

Sparky Koerner did not complete the evening 
unrewarded either. Templer approached the stage to 
acknowledge the director for his well-deseived Out
standing Teacher award and presented him with a 
check for $1,500, which is a part of the award. 

The Jazz Combo's performance ended with a brief 
intermission which allowed for more chairs to be set 
up for the Jazz Ensemble. The group opened with a 
spirited rendition of Fred Sturm's "Linebacker." 

Aaron Koerner receives the trophy for the Darrell 
Holt OutStanding Musician Award from.his father 
Sparky Koerner. {Photo by April S-randon) 

Ensemble saxophonists included Ed Copeland, 
Beverly Johnston, Charles Delgado, Oscar Pefia and 
COM music instructor John Wolfskill. Trumpeters 
included Ken Kirk, Ted Williams, Ted Dinkledgc, 
Duane Ullman, Aaron Koerner and Kim Chavez. 
Trombonists were George Warren, Mike Charlston, 
Mary Knight and John Gerami. ln the rhythm section 
were pianist Gary Graham, bass player Brian Berlin 
and dnimmers Robbie Parker and Bobby Adams. 

Another song performed by the ensemble was Gor
don Brisker's "One For The Duke," which featured a 
solo by Copeland on the saxophone. Sparky Koerner 
also played two solos to the delight of the audience. 

Members of ttotb t"be combo_ and euscmble put great 
effort inlo their performances which did not go unno
ticed by the audience. Each song was warmly ap
plauded in appreciation of the musicians' talents. 

Mock trial genuine experience for students 
By JILL R. DANNER 
Staff Reporter 

Hands down, students learn best by what they see and 
participate in rather than what they hear from a lecture. 

lf you had walked into the Learning Resollrces Center 
Auditorium on April 18 at 6 p.m. you would have seen a 
mock trial organized by Latonia Wilson. She is a College 
of the Mainland student in Carol Bailey's Government 
1302 class and also is an assistant' in the District Clerk's 
Office in Galveston. 

The mock case involved a D~I charge. Student Saun 
Garibaldi as the defendant, listened intently while the de
fense attorney gave his closing argument. Although the 
skit used a fake defendant, the defense attorney Joe Maida 
IV, prosecuting attorney Mohamed Ibrahim· and the judge 
Susan Criss, all from the Galveston County Court House, 
were authentic. Their participation made the mock case 
genuine. The students viewed the case as jurors would. 

One of the stuct·ents, Rodrigo Salinas, commented that 
he learned that "no matter how much cv,idence you bring 
against a person, it can be controverted." Wilson hoped 
to show the other students that "we have the best judicial 
process in the world." She continued, "Our forefathers 
did an excellent job putting safeguards·to protect justice." 

Bailey, an attorney in Houston, teaches government in 
the evenings on Mondays and Wednesdays. She likes in 
interactive forum in class and encourages curiosity in the 
governmental processes outside of class. "I want my stu
dents to observe how the administration of justice and the 
role of goVemmenl actually work," Bailey said. 

Student Becky Knapp stated, "I thought it was impor
tant that the mock trial stressed that it is not the defendant's 
job to provide proof of his innocence .. but the prosecutor's 
job lo prove his guilt." 

For most of the students it was the firsttime they had 
ever viewed and experienced a trial. All of the students 
seemed to enjoy being involved in the.process. 

Audience enjoys 'pleasant yet brief' choir concert 
By JILL R. DANNER 
Staff Reporter 

A pleasant yet brief choir concert was h'eld in the Col
lege of the Mainland Fine Ans Recital Hall, F-117, April 
18 at 7:30 p.m. The professor .and director of the COM 
choral program, James Heffel, beamed with pride as the 
audience cheered for the COM Singers and Studio sing
ers' performances. 

The COM Singers sang more tradional songs such as 

• 

• 

"Heartland," while the Studio Group, in a jazzy~road
way style, sang songs, such as "Tbc Days of Wine and 
Roses" and .. Fiddler on lhe Roof." Both groups are at the 
same level of training hut have different class periods, 
Heffel said. 

Former student, Shawn Johnson, sang a few country/ 
western songs. As Heffel introduced Johnson he said, "I 
think this young man is better than any other country and 
western singer I've heard." Johnson sang at the Alvin Opry 
on May 4 at 7:30 p.m. 

• 

• 

Poetry 'is a way of 
life' for Dr. Sanders 
By JON NELSON 
Staff Reporter 

In recognition of April as National Poetry Month, 
Dr. Mark Sanders presided over College of the 
Mainland's second annual Poetry Fest April 26, The 
informal event, held outside during College Hour 
inside the Learning Resources Center breezeway, 
was attended by an audience of about 30 people. 

Sanders, an English professot', sfo,od in front of 
the rows of gray chairs filled by Students as the 
wind riffled through pages of stapled poems he held 
in his hand. He greeted the audience and com
mented on the shade given by the Leaming Cen
ter, noting that last year's event, which was attended 
by about 20 people, had taken place in the sun. 

Most of thC poems he selected were humorous, 
.as if to signal that poetry is something to be lived 
with and enjoyed. Some were by famous Ameri
can poets such as William Carlos Williams and e e 
cummings. Others were by lesser known ones such 
as poet laureate of Nebraska William Kloefkorn, 
who had taken an interest in Sanders and encour
aged his work when Sanders was in college. 

Sanders, a published poet, then spoke briefly 
about the importance of poetry, and said, "Poetry 
to me is a way of life." He then began reading the 
selected poems, which everyone seemed to enjoy. 

One memOrable piece was Williams' "Dance · 
Russe," which takes place while the poet's wif!! 
and baby sleep. In the north room of his house he 
has a strange, private moment that involves danc
ing in front of a mirror. The poem concludes with 
the famous lines, "Who shall say I am not/the happy 
genius of my househcHd'?" 

Sanders also read two of' his own poems, 
"Liberace in Heaven" and "Self-Portrait," and in
vited students to read poetry they had written or 
poems they just liked. The students who read were 
Tiffany Gillotti, Shannon Samuelson, Catt 
DeJanoix, Jen Gregory and Heath Harper. 

Sanders said, "It wouldn't be a poetry reading 
without some cllmmings" and launched into what 
he called an obscure poem, "[the way to hump a 
cow is not]." 

As the hour ended attendees wrote their names 
on slips of paper for a drawing of books donated 
by fac"ulty members of the, Humanities Team. Al
though names were drawn, there were enOugh 
books for everyone in the audience to receive one. 

Dr. Mark Sanders reads to the crowd outSide 
the Learning Resource Center for the Poetry 
Fest April 26. (Photo by Myra Ruc~er) 
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COM PTK members attended an international conference in Denver where they Placed 19th out of 1,200 chap~ 
tera. Shown with Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes (center) they are (from left} Aaron Kruckenburg; Gina Butler, histo
rian; Fabian Sifuentes, president; Lauren Hansmlre: Carol Voight, treasurer; and Johnny Morris, president.elect. 

PTK Sigma Delta chapte~ 'does it again' 
By DAVID WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Sigma Delta chapter of 
Phi Theta Kappa has done it again. For the fourth straight 
year members have won in competition at the regional 
level and for two years at the international level. The 
Sigma Delta chapter, which was chartered at COM in 
1968, continues to dazzle more than 1,200 competitors 
by placing high in the scholastic competition. 

To participate in the events members must write four 
separnte essays on scholarship, leadership, fellowship and 
seivice, and the team also must submit a yearbook cover
ing that year's events. The assignments are turned in at 
the regional level competition, held in El Paso this year, 
and are judged for quality and returned to the students 
for improvements. Students do not have to place at the 
regional level to compete at the international level com
petition, which was held in Denver in April. 

At the regional competition the Sigma Delta chapter 

entered essays which received honorable mention. Fabian 
Sifuentes, Sigma Delta chapter president, was inducted 
into the Hall of Honor, and for the fourth straight year the 
COM PTK chapter has received the Five Star award which 
is based on criteria set by the PTK boa,d. 

At the international level Sigma De1tl placed 19th out 
of 1,200 chapters and received a certificate for a Top 100 
Chapter. Two of the group's essays placed in the Top 25. 
Sifuentes .accepted .a Distinguished Chapter President 
award for his many accomplishments as president. 

In addition, COM PTK member Lauren Hansmire was 
awarded a t)\'o-year PJ'K scholarship to the University of 
Texas at Dallas at the conference in Denver. 

Sigma Delta also won the Journey Challenge· award, 
which is a goal set by the head committee to raise mem~ 
bership for that year, said Cindy Lucas, PTK adviser. 

Aaron Kruckenburg; Gina Butler, historian; Sifuentes, 
president; Hansmire; Carol Voight, treasurer; and Johnny 
Morris, president-elect attended the Denver conference. 
PTK advisers are Lucas and Leslie Richardson. 

Student Government participates in conference 
By ROBIN LARSON 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland Student Government partici
pated in the annual Texas Junior College Student Gov
ernment A~ociation Convention in Austin April 6-8. Six 
delegates and three advisers represented COM. 

Fifty juii.ior colleges participated in lhe convention and 
approximately 1,000 students and advisers were present. 

The purpose ofthe'convention was to give members of 
individual student governments a chance to know one an
other and learn how groups handle problems, and elect 
state officers. Delegates also had the chance to network 
region meetings and elect region offic"ers. 

Every college had the opportunity to submit either a 
scrapbook, a video or an essay for competition. Each en
try had to follow this year's theme, "Priceless." 

The COM Student Government submitted a scrapbook 
representing campus life. Unfortunately, it did not place. 
However, the group ·did win an award for the school with 

the most spirit, for designing the region T-shirt. No one 
else in the region of the Galveston, Brazoria or Harris 
County district submitted a T-shirt idea. 

Not only was this convention rewarding, but it also was 
a learning experience. It gave students from all over Texas 
an opportunity to meet new people and to learn how to 
delegate a meeting and also gave students a chance to 
receive and give out awards for outstanding organizations. 

Students attending were Dana Sparling, president; 
Robin Larson, vice president; Michelle Nguyen, treasurer; 
Anthony Castelline, Senate representative and COM 
Amigos Student Government representative; Kenritk 
Chung, Senate representative; and Gus Stoot,.. former Stu
dent Activities Board Student Government representative. 

James Shippy, adviser, associate dean for Student Ser
vices; Beverly Mitchell, co-adviser, Student Center coor
dinator; and Olda Perez, alternate adviser, attended. 

"COM had the most dynamic group and participated in 
• every function," Shippy stated. ''I am very proud of you 
guys. You represented the college well.''. _ 

'First lady of COM' recognizes guests from Mexico 
Continued from Page 2 
in Taxco, Guerrero. The mines originally belonged lo the 
Aztecs, who mined the silverfor their king, Montezuma. 
When the Spaniards took the mines, they made the first 
silver coins in the Western Hemisphere in 1536. 

After the !_echnical difficulties were resolved, the dances 

• 

resumed. A slide show of past and present scenes of 
Mexico as well as imponant personages, such as several 
U.S. presidents who have visited Mexico, played on three 
screens during the dances. 

Doiia Hayes, "first lady of COM," recognized Profes
sor Garcia and the dancers from Mexico with plaques. 
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News/Features 

Yoga instructor Williams Senior Olympist 
By DAVID WRIGHT 
Sta IT Reporter 

"Relaxation is the key," stated Dolores Williams, 
yoga instructor at College of the Mainland. Williams, 
who is in her inaugural semester al COM, also has 
taught yoga at University of Texas Me<U,cal Branch 
in Galveston Field House. "Yoga is mind and body 
relaxation," Willia!lls said, "a toning technique that 
woi.ild benefit any age group." 

Williams uses yoga in all aspects of her Ilfe, from 
controtting her anxiety to helpiniher compete in the 
Senior Oiyfipics. She took up yoga six years ago as 
a means of st!ttching before and after workouts. Be
cause of the happiness Williams has gained from 
yoga, she decided to teach and share it with others. 

Williams started to take exercising seriously right 
before she reached age 40. She is a firm believer of 
the·saying: "If you don't use it. you lose it." She also 
believes that after 40, things such as toning up, los
ing weight and fighting arthritis begin to get harder. 

Williams, who has participated in the Senio( Olym
pics for five years, had her interest sparked by a friend 
who noticed how active she was and prompted her 
to sign up. After she met the only qualifie<1tion, which 
is to be 50 years old, she signed up. 

She is constantly inspired by the older Olympi-

ans, some in their late 90s, who are still running and 
swimming and as a result are much more healthy than 
their counterparts who don't exercise. 

Williams, wl,o corripetes in many different events 
si.Jch as,cycling, swimming, shot put, discus and long
distance running, medaled in all events except cycling 
in the regional competition which .was held in Hous
ton this March. Every event has its own designated 
location, she said. She hopes to be able to compete in 
the state level trials in Lubbock later this year. The· 
national competition takes plac&cvery two years. The 
next scheduled competition is in 2003. 

Williams said that yoga ls about 85 percent of her 
training. "It helps me with my mental strength and 
with my breathing in all my events, from swimming 
to shot put." She lives by the saying, "A mind is a 
terrible thing to waste," and believes a person is in 
control of his or her own life. "God gave-you a brain; 
you just have to use it." 

Williams will teach a yoga class during the Sum
mer I session. Yoga can be a family affair, something 
for all ages not just young adults and up, Williams 
said. "It is a great way to build bonds with loved ones." 

The class is open to the community and will be held 
Mondays through Fridays from 7:30-9 a.m. 

For more information contact Williams at ( 409) 938-
1211 or I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 214. 

Professor Sewell's lifelong goal, teaching 
By JON NELSON 
~faff Reporter 

Dr. Steve Sewell, who has been teaching history and 
geography classes at College of the Mainland a year now, 
explains that the two subjects he teaches are interrelated 
disciplines, and that a large component of geography, 
which he calls his avocatioll, is historical geography. 
. SewelJ is mainly an American historian whose focus is 

on labor history. History has always fascinated him. As a 
child he was "mesmerized by the magnitude of the Ro
man Empire, by names like Julius Caesar and Cleopatra;" 
and he doesn't remember a time when he wasn't inter
ested in it. He said he loves land and people and that he 
ha!i- always wanted to do one thing-teach. 

And the pleasure he takes in teaching is evident in the 
work he puts into his classes and how much he enjoys 
learning about the subjects he teaches. Always wanting 
to know more, his lecture notes are always under revi-

Dr. Steve Sewell, Social and Behavioral Sciences 
Team member, has been teaching history and geog
raphy at COM for one year.(Photo by April Brandon) 

sion, something Sewell said is very important. During his 
lunch he often goes to his office and brings up CNN on 
his computer to see what is new in the world, and his va
cations often spring out of his lecture notes and books. 

Since 199U he has taught at several institutions, such as 
Texas Tech University in Lubbock and Mcdgar Evers, a 
primarily African-American school and one of the 13 in
stitutions that comprise the City University of New York 
system. He tells the story of how when hired to teach a 
class on the Caribbean, most of his students ended up be
ing of Caribbean extraction, which sent him to his books 
and a self-administered crash course on the subject. 

Sewell met his wife, whose specialty is Caribbean his
tory, while in graduate school at Oklahoma State Univer
sity in Stillwater. He went through the entire program there, 
receiving his bachelor's, master's and doctorate degrees. 
It was while working on his master's thesis on cotton and 
wheat markets during World War I that he found the sub
ject he would eventually do his doctoral work on. 

The doctoral dissertation ended up being a 350 page 
book on the labor history of coal mining in Oklahoma 
1870-1930. Before the formation of unions, those who 
worked in the mines were practically slaves. They worked 
in a company town, were paid in script instead of money 
and only could spend their wages at the company store. 

When asked if there were any historians he admired, 
Sewell said that at different times different historians have 
attracted him. He said that he had once been intereste4 in 
pursuing a career in Near East history but realized that if 
he did, he would have to learn Aramaic and Hebrew. He 
mentioned Thomas Bailey, the author of The An of Di
plomacy: the American Experience, saying he once w'as 
very interested in diplomatic history, although his views 
diverged from those of Bailey who is a conservative. 

Sewell then mentioned a group of historians associated 
with the journal founded by Lucien Febvre and Marc Bloch 

'·in 1929 and now known as Annales: economies, societ
ies, civilizations. "The Annales School looked at history 
from the common man up, and most history is of the elite 
... not what the ordinary person was doing," Sewell said. 
Although I'm not a Europeanist, I was deeply influenced 
by them," which isn'I surprising. Dr. Sewell is someone, 
who cares about people. 

• 

Obesity 2nd highest 
in preventable deaths 
By MATIHEW JOST 
Copy Editor 

People in the United States are obsessed with their 
weight. 

According to the American Heart Association Scien
tific/Medical Position on Obesity, more than 50 percerlt 
of the people .in the United States arc overweight. [n fact, 
former U.S. Surgeon General C. Everett Koop indicates 
that obesity is the second leading cause of preventable 
death and affects approxima,tely 34 million Americans. 

No wonder Americans have invested more than $10 bil
lion on diet and exercise programs. 

Before investigating the problem further, however, obe
sity should be defined. According to the Random House 
Wehste~<~ College Dictionary, obesity is a noun meaning 
"very fat or oycrweight; corpulent." But obesity is more 
complicated than that. 

A person is considered obese when his or her body 
weight is 20 percent over the ideal. There is, however, a 
more dangerous form of obesity--------morbid obesity-which 
is actually a medical condition and affects an estimated 4 
million Americans who are 100 or more pounds over
weight, Koop pointed out. 

Contrary to the.popular belief that morbid obesity stems 
from unhealthy eating habits, the origin is in an 
individual's genes, and quite often dieting and exercising 
do little to cure the disease. However, both provide a help~ 
fol role in reversing the effects. 

The reason many fad diets are ineffective may be be
cause some authors are taking advantage of an overweight 
nation and are publishing diets that don't work. 

Popular diet books misleading 
The Food and Nutrition Science Alliance has found that 

quite often diet books actually provide bad or unhealthy 
nutritional advice. Some authors of these books don't even 
have any credentials in health science-no background, 
no experience. 

The American Institute for Cancer Research recently 
analyzed fou(popular diet books: Dr. Atkins' New Diet 
Revolution by Dr. Robert C. Atkins, The New Beverly Hills 
Diel by Judy Maze! and Michael Wyatt, Protein Power 
by Michael and Mary An.nc Eades, MDs, and Suzanne 
Somers' Get Skinny on Fabulous Eood by Suzanne 
Somers. 

The AICR evaluated each book for accurate content and 
even looked into the authors' backgrounds for professional 
knowledge and experience with nutrition and health. What 
they found was disconcerting. 

Each of the aforementioned books contained informa
tion which was either ineffective, inaccurate, or incor
rect. Some of the authors !~eked any professional back
ground ~n health science. Not all the infonnation in all 
the books was entirely incorrect, but each contained dis
tinct inadequicies. 

Of the numerous fad diets available in the United States, 
the AICR recommends the "eyeball method" as being.the 
~ost effective way for an individual to manage daily food 
consumption. 

Using the eyeball method means taking a day to deter
mine the amount of food in a given serving_ by consulting 
the nutrition facts label for the item and then setting aside 
the measured amount. Although ti.me consuming, the eye
ball ffiethod is immensely helpful in determining the 
healthiest portion of food to serve. 

Also, using smaller dishes at meals and dividing left
overs into separate portion-controlled amounts can be ben
eficial. Furthermore, the AICR advises that when at res
taurants people should "eyeball" their appropriate por
tions and set the rest aside. 

Koop points out that good exercise programs play an 
important role in weight loss as well. Those interested in 

See Obesity Page 5 
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The Student Art Exhibit featuring paintings, charcoals, photographs, 30 artwork and ceramics, was on display 
April 26-May 3 In the COM Art Gallery.The exhibit was on view at the annual Art Festival held lnsid8 and outside 
the Fine Arts Complex April 26. (Photo by Myra Rucker} 

Art exhibit, music, art sale part of festival 
By MICHAEL SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland held its annual Art Festival in 
the Fine Arts Complex April 26 from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
The festival was free and open to the public. 

The agreeable weather allowed the art sale to be P,eld 
outside. Among tht: events were static displays by graphic 
art and visual art student~, and live choral and instrumen
tal performances by music students. The day concluded 
with the COM Arena Theatre's scheduled performance 
of Sylvia. 

The festival ~as c_oordin~~d by Art Ass,?Ciation adviser 
and faculty member, Professor Marc Greenwalt, and COM 
Art Gallery Curator Janet Hassinger. Professor Hassinger 
was so busy setting up the festival, her interview had to 
be done while she was running between, buildings. 

The gallery sponsored an art competition in which the 
students' best work of the entire year was judged. A jury 
decided which pieces would be shown in the gallery. 
Hassinger said the purpose of the selection process is to 
get students used to the competitive nature of the art shows 
in which they will participate upon graduation. The jury · 
was made up of COM 's art professors. 

Students also competed for scholarships by combining 
contest entries with the rest of their art portfolios. The 
competing artwork included examples of ceramic work, 
paintings, drawings and photograp~s .. Some of the con
test artwork also was for sale. However, Hassinger said 
students get so attached to their pieces that many don't . 
want to sell them. 

The main art sale, which took place in front of the Fine 
Arts Complex at the theater entrance, was taken care of 

by the ClayBodies.Com ceramics du~, headed by fac
ulty adviser, Professor Betty Polifka. A wide variety of 
pottery was for sale.Palifka said that the Art Festival 
shows students how to set up craft fairs. Potters and ce
ramicists make their money at such fairs. For more infor
mation about Clay Bodies, you can visit their website al 
<Clay Bodies.com>. 

Ten to 15 percent of the money from this year's art sale 
went to the Art Association for scholarships, and the rest 
went to the students whose artwork was sold. 

The graphic arts department generated scholarship 
money from a snack stand they had set up. 

During the afternoon the music department put on sev-
eral shows . .., - " · 

Steve Tennini, an accomplished pianist, performed 
pieces by composers such as Bach and Beethoven, and 
also played some improvisational music of his own., The 
COM Jazz Combo played for'45 minutes, beginning at 
3:15 p.m. The combo is directed by music Professor 
Sparky Koerner. At 4:30 p.m. music Professor James 
Heffel's Vocal/Choir group sang. They were followed by 
the COM Singers and Studio Singers, whose numbers 
were more pop/jazz oriented. 

The festival was topped off by one of the final perfor
mances of A.R. Oumey'sSylvia, a comedy about a man's 
attempt to balance his affection between his wife and a 
stray dog. 

The Art Festival has been a tradition at COM for many 
years. It started out with just the ceramics art. sale, but 
about 10 years ago the rest of the COM art departments 
became involved. Now every year the COM Art Asso
ciation throws a diversified and "colorful" festival 'that 
has something ~vcryone can enjoy. 

Obesity serious health problem in America 
Continued from Page 4 ----------
purchasing a book to aid them in finding a healthier diet 
are strongly advised to check into the author first. 

Most importantly, a person who suffers from obesity 
should avoid feeling guilty due to the fact that genetics 
play such a critical role in the illness. If diets and exer
cise continue to fail, consulting a doctor would be a good 
idea. 

Bariatric surgery, a procedure in which doctors dra
matically reduce the amount of content a stomach can 
hold using staples, is being used more frequently as a last 
resort for people who sw.ffer from morbid obesity. 

Bariatric surgeon Dr. Elliot Goodman explained in a 
Jan. 2 CBS Health Watch segment that "a candidate for 
this operation has to be at least 100 pounds over their 

' ideal body weight." Goodman added, "They have had to 
try every other less radical therapy to lose weight." 

• 

WitR obesity being one of our nation's most serious 
health issues, plenty of people are interested in paying 
the approximate $20,000 it costs to have the surgery per
formed. In fact, the number of people· ~ho have under
gone the surgery has increased 100 percent over the past 
five years. 

People often compare themselves to models, which can 
be disconcerting to those who really aren't overweight 
and discouraging to those who are overweight. Ideal body 
weight is not found in fashion magazines. 

If you feel you are overweight, use a diet established 
by a reliable pi;rson with a background in nutrition and 
get into a good exercise routine. If diets and exercise aren't 
helping your condition, try consulting a doctor who spe
cializes in nutrition. There are many sources on the sub
ject which can prOvide both useful information and ef
fective he.alth tips. 

• 

• 
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Vehicle maintenance 
decreases pollution 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

With more than 16 million vehicles on Texas roads, Tex
ans who keep up with their vehicles' maintenance do their 
share in improving air qu~lity while saving money. 

Half the air pollution in Texas is created by the hannful 
air emissions of vehicles. An average vehicle contributes 
more than 600 pounds of pollution to the atmosphere. 

When a vehicle is not properly maintained, such as tires 
being under infla,ted, the vehicle will get poor gas mile
age and tires will deteriorate more rapidly. · 

Properly maintaining vehicles not only fights air pollu
tion, but also extends a vehicle's life and performance. 

The Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission 
offers tips for saving money and improving air quality. 

• 

Change oil and oil filter regularly-every 3,000 
miles 
Inflate tires properly and keep vehicle 
in alignment 
Change fuel filter and air filter-as recommended 
by vehicle's manufacturer 
Monitor hoses, wiring and belts 
Have vehicle tuned up regularly 
If a warning light comes on, find out the 
problem and get it repaired. 

The owner's manual provides proper service intervals. 
If light-duty gasoline or diesel-powered vehicles emit 

smoke from the tail pipe for more than LO seconds, the 
vehicles are in violation of Texas regulations. Citizens can 
report vehicles emitting smoke by calling 1 (800) 453-
SMOG or report online at <www.smokingVehicle.org>. 

ESL aide volunteer of year 
ByDANA 
SPARLING 
Assistant Editor 

The Retired Senior 
Volunteer Program of 
Galveston County has 
one exceptional volun
teer. Nell Phy hcls been 
a College of the ·Main-
1 and volunteer since 

Nell Phy I 986. She works as a 
teacher's aide with the 

English as a Second Language beginners class alongside 
Charlotte Opfermann, teacher of the ESL classes. 

Phy is the oldest volunteer on the COM campus (85), 
thanks to the help of the RSVP program. But she did not 
need help from anyone but herself in receiving a well
deserved award this past March. Phy was crowned the 
Texas Teacher Volunteer of the Year at a Texas Associa
tion for Literacy and Adult Education conference in Aus
tin. The award is presented 10 assislanl teachers who gra
ciously volunteer their service for 15-20 years. 

When Phy was presented the award "she reacted very 
typically, 'What, me?"' Opfennann said. "She is a Very 
fun and modest per-:;on." Phy has been helping her for three 
or four years now. 

Phy has given so much to her community, it is pleasing 
. to see something given back. 

Summer I classes begin May 29 and end July 6. 
Summer II starts July 9 and ends Aug. 17. 

On-campus registration is set for both sessions 
on May 21 from 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. in the Gym. 

Students also may register now through May 
25 in the Admissions Office located in the Ad
ministration Building, Mondays and Tuesdays, 8 
a.m. to 7 p:m .• and Wednesdays through Fridays, 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. The last day to register is May 29. 
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Yoga instructor Williams Senior Olympist 
By DAVID WRIGHT 
Sta IT Reporter 

"Relaxation is the key," stated Dolores Williams, 
yoga instructor at College of the Mainland. Williams, 
who is in her inaugural semester al COM, also has 
taught yoga at University of Texas Me<U,cal Branch 
in Galveston Field House. "Yoga is mind and body 
relaxation," Willia!lls said, "a toning technique that 
woi.ild benefit any age group." 

Williams uses yoga in all aspects of her Ilfe, from 
controtting her anxiety to helpiniher compete in the 
Senior Oiyfipics. She took up yoga six years ago as 
a means of st!ttching before and after workouts. Be
cause of the happiness Williams has gained from 
yoga, she decided to teach and share it with others. 

Williams started to take exercising seriously right 
before she reached age 40. She is a firm believer of 
the·saying: "If you don't use it. you lose it." She also 
believes that after 40, things such as toning up, los
ing weight and fighting arthritis begin to get harder. 

Williams, who has participated in the Senio( Olym
pics for five years, had her interest sparked by a friend 
who noticed how active she was and prompted her 
to sign up. After she met the only qualifie<1tion, which 
is to be 50 years old, she signed up. 

She is constantly inspired by the older Olympi-

ans, some in their late 90s, who are still running and 
swimming and as a result are much more healthy than 
their counterparts who don't exercise. 

Williams, wl,o corripetes in many different events 
si.Jch as,cycling, swimming, shot put, discus and long
distance running, medaled in all events except cycling 
in the regional competition which .was held in Hous
ton this March. Every event has its own designated 
location, she said. She hopes to be able to compete in 
the state level trials in Lubbock later this year. The· 
national competition takes plac&cvery two years. The 
next scheduled competition is in 2003. 

Williams said that yoga ls about 85 percent of her 
training. "It helps me with my mental strength and 
with my breathing in all my events, from swimming 
to shot put." She lives by the saying, "A mind is a 
terrible thing to waste," and believes a person is in 
control of his or her own life. "God gave-you a brain; 
you just have to use it." 

Williams will teach a yoga class during the Sum
mer I session. Yoga can be a family affair, something 
for all ages not just young adults and up, Williams 
said. "It is a great way to build bonds with loved ones." 

The class is open to the community and will be held 
Mondays through Fridays from 7:30-9 a.m. 

For more information contact Williams at ( 409) 938-
1211 or I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 214. 

Professor Sewell's lifelong goal, teaching 
By JON NELSON 
~faff Reporter 

Dr. Steve Sewell, who has been teaching history and 
geography classes at College of the Mainland a year now, 
explains that the two subjects he teaches are interrelated 
disciplines, and that a large component of geography, 
which he calls his avocatioll, is historical geography. 
. SewelJ is mainly an American historian whose focus is 

on labor history. History has always fascinated him. As a 
child he was "mesmerized by the magnitude of the Ro
man Empire, by names like Julius Caesar and Cleopatra;" 
and he doesn't remember a time when he wasn't inter
ested in it. He said he loves land and people and that he 
ha!i- always wanted to do one thing-teach. 

And the pleasure he takes in teaching is evident in the 
work he puts into his classes and how much he enjoys 
learning about the subjects he teaches. Always wanting 
to know more, his lecture notes are always under revi-

Dr. Steve Sewell, Social and Behavioral Sciences 
Team member, has been teaching history and geog
raphy at COM for one year.(Photo by April Brandon) 

sion, something Sewell said is very important. During his 
lunch he often goes to his office and brings up CNN on 
his computer to see what is new in the world, and his va
cations often spring out of his lecture notes and books. 

Since 199U he has taught at several institutions, such as 
Texas Tech University in Lubbock and Mcdgar Evers, a 
primarily African-American school and one of the 13 in
stitutions that comprise the City University of New York 
system. He tells the story of how when hired to teach a 
class on the Caribbean, most of his students ended up be
ing of Caribbean extraction, which sent him to his books 
and a self-administered crash course on the subject. 

Sewell met his wife, whose specialty is Caribbean his
tory, while in graduate school at Oklahoma State Univer
sity in Stillwater. He went through the entire program there, 
receiving his bachelor's, master's and doctorate degrees. 
It was while working on his master's thesis on cotton and 
wheat markets during World War I that he found the sub
ject he would eventually do his doctoral work on. 

The doctoral dissertation ended up being a 350 page 
book on the labor history of coal mining in Oklahoma 
1870-1930. Before the formation of unions, those who 
worked in the mines were practically slaves. They worked 
in a company town, were paid in script instead of money 
and only could spend their wages at the company store. 

When asked if there were any historians he admired, 
Sewell said that at different times different historians have 
attracted him. He said that he had once been intereste4 in 
pursuing a career in Near East history but realized that if 
he did, he would have to learn Aramaic and Hebrew. He 
mentioned Thomas Bailey, the author of The An of Di
plomacy: the American Experience, saying he once w'as 
very interested in diplomatic history, although his views 
diverged from those of Bailey who is a conservative. 

Sewell then mentioned a group of historians associated 
with the journal founded by Lucien Febvre and Marc Bloch 

'·in 1929 and now known as Annales: economies, societ
ies, civilizations. "The Annales School looked at history 
from the common man up, and most history is of the elite 
... not what the ordinary person was doing," Sewell said. 
Although I'm not a Europeanist, I was deeply influenced 
by them," which isn'I surprising. Dr. Sewell is someone, 
who cares about people. 

• 

Obesity 2nd highest 
in preventable deaths 
By MATIHEW JOST 
Copy Editor 

People in the United States are obsessed with their 
weight. 

According to the American Heart Association Scien
tific/Medical Position on Obesity, more than 50 percerlt 
of the people .in the United States arc overweight. [n fact, 
former U.S. Surgeon General C. Everett Koop indicates 
that obesity is the second leading cause of preventable 
death and affects approxima,tely 34 million Americans. 

No wonder Americans have invested more than $10 bil
lion on diet and exercise programs. 

Before investigating the problem further, however, obe
sity should be defined. According to the Random House 
Wehste~<~ College Dictionary, obesity is a noun meaning 
"very fat or oycrweight; corpulent." But obesity is more 
complicated than that. 

A person is considered obese when his or her body 
weight is 20 percent over the ideal. There is, however, a 
more dangerous form of obesity--------morbid obesity-which 
is actually a medical condition and affects an estimated 4 
million Americans who are 100 or more pounds over
weight, Koop pointed out. 

Contrary to the.popular belief that morbid obesity stems 
from unhealthy eating habits, the origin is in an 
individual's genes, and quite often dieting and exercising 
do little to cure the disease. However, both provide a help~ 
fol role in reversing the effects. 

The reason many fad diets are ineffective may be be
cause some authors are taking advantage of an overweight 
nation and are publishing diets that don't work. 

Popular diet books misleading 
The Food and Nutrition Science Alliance has found that 

quite often diet books actually provide bad or unhealthy 
nutritional advice. Some authors of these books don't even 
have any credentials in health science-no background, 
no experience. 

The American Institute for Cancer Research recently 
analyzed fou(popular diet books: Dr. Atkins' New Diet 
Revolution by Dr. Robert C. Atkins, The New Beverly Hills 
Diel by Judy Maze! and Michael Wyatt, Protein Power 
by Michael and Mary An.nc Eades, MDs, and Suzanne 
Somers' Get Skinny on Fabulous Eood by Suzanne 
Somers. 

The AICR evaluated each book for accurate content and 
even looked into the authors' backgrounds for professional 
knowledge and experience with nutrition and health. What 
they found was disconcerting. 

Each of the aforementioned books contained informa
tion which was either ineffective, inaccurate, or incor
rect. Some of the authors !~eked any professional back
ground ~n health science. Not all the infonnation in all 
the books was entirely incorrect, but each contained dis
tinct inadequicies. 

Of the numerous fad diets available in the United States, 
the AICR recommends the "eyeball method" as being.the 
~ost effective way for an individual to manage daily food 
consumption. 

Using the eyeball method means taking a day to deter
mine the amount of food in a given serving_ by consulting 
the nutrition facts label for the item and then setting aside 
the measured amount. Although ti.me consuming, the eye
ball ffiethod is immensely helpful in determining the 
healthiest portion of food to serve. 

Also, using smaller dishes at meals and dividing left
overs into separate portion-controlled amounts can be ben
eficial. Furthermore, the AICR advises that when at res
taurants people should "eyeball" their appropriate por
tions and set the rest aside. 

Koop points out that good exercise programs play an 
important role in weight loss as well. Those interested in 

See Obesity Page 5 
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The Student Art Exhibit featuring paintings, charcoals, photographs, 30 artwork and ceramics, was on display 
April 26-May 3 In the COM Art Gallery.The exhibit was on view at the annual Art Festival held lnsid8 and outside 
the Fine Arts Complex April 26. (Photo by Myra Rucker} 

Art exhibit, music, art sale part of festival 
By MICHAEL SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland held its annual Art Festival in 
the Fine Arts Complex April 26 from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
The festival was free and open to the public. 

The agreeable weather allowed the art sale to be P,eld 
outside. Among tht: events were static displays by graphic 
art and visual art student~, and live choral and instrumen
tal performances by music students. The day concluded 
with the COM Arena Theatre's scheduled performance 
of Sylvia. 

The festival ~as c_oordin~~d by Art Ass,?Ciation adviser 
and faculty member, Professor Marc Greenwalt, and COM 
Art Gallery Curator Janet Hassinger. Professor Hassinger 
was so busy setting up the festival, her interview had to 
be done while she was running between, buildings. 

The gallery sponsored an art competition in which the 
students' best work of the entire year was judged. A jury 
decided which pieces would be shown in the gallery. 
Hassinger said the purpose of the selection process is to 
get students used to the competitive nature of the art shows 
in which they will participate upon graduation. The jury · 
was made up of COM 's art professors. 

Students also competed for scholarships by combining 
contest entries with the rest of their art portfolios. The 
competing artwork included examples of ceramic work, 
paintings, drawings and photograp~s .. Some of the con
test artwork also was for sale. However, Hassinger said 
students get so attached to their pieces that many don't . 
want to sell them. 

The main art sale, which took place in front of the Fine 
Arts Complex at the theater entrance, was taken care of 

by the ClayBodies.Com ceramics du~, headed by fac
ulty adviser, Professor Betty Polifka. A wide variety of 
pottery was for sale.Palifka said that the Art Festival 
shows students how to set up craft fairs. Potters and ce
ramicists make their money at such fairs. For more infor
mation about Clay Bodies, you can visit their website al 
<Clay Bodies.com>. 

Ten to 15 percent of the money from this year's art sale 
went to the Art Association for scholarships, and the rest 
went to the students whose artwork was sold. 

The graphic arts department generated scholarship 
money from a snack stand they had set up. 

During the afternoon the music department put on sev-
eral shows . .., - " · 

Steve Tennini, an accomplished pianist, performed 
pieces by composers such as Bach and Beethoven, and 
also played some improvisational music of his own., The 
COM Jazz Combo played for'45 minutes, beginning at 
3:15 p.m. The combo is directed by music Professor 
Sparky Koerner. At 4:30 p.m. music Professor James 
Heffel's Vocal/Choir group sang. They were followed by 
the COM Singers and Studio Singers, whose numbers 
were more pop/jazz oriented. 

The festival was topped off by one of the final perfor
mances of A.R. Oumey'sSylvia, a comedy about a man's 
attempt to balance his affection between his wife and a 
stray dog. 

The Art Festival has been a tradition at COM for many 
years. It started out with just the ceramics art. sale, but 
about 10 years ago the rest of the COM art departments 
became involved. Now every year the COM Art Asso
ciation throws a diversified and "colorful" festival 'that 
has something ~vcryone can enjoy. 

Obesity serious health problem in America 
Continued from Page 4 ----------
purchasing a book to aid them in finding a healthier diet 
are strongly advised to check into the author first. 

Most importantly, a person who suffers from obesity 
should avoid feeling guilty due to the fact that genetics 
play such a critical role in the illness. If diets and exer
cise continue to fail, consulting a doctor would be a good 
idea. 

Bariatric surgery, a procedure in which doctors dra
matically reduce the amount of content a stomach can 
hold using staples, is being used more frequently as a last 
resort for people who sw.ffer from morbid obesity. 

Bariatric surgeon Dr. Elliot Goodman explained in a 
Jan. 2 CBS Health Watch segment that "a candidate for 
this operation has to be at least 100 pounds over their 

' ideal body weight." Goodman added, "They have had to 
try every other less radical therapy to lose weight." 

• 

WitR obesity being one of our nation's most serious 
health issues, plenty of people are interested in paying 
the approximate $20,000 it costs to have the surgery per
formed. In fact, the number of people· ~ho have under
gone the surgery has increased 100 percent over the past 
five years. 

People often compare themselves to models, which can 
be disconcerting to those who really aren't overweight 
and discouraging to those who are overweight. Ideal body 
weight is not found in fashion magazines. 

If you feel you are overweight, use a diet established 
by a reliable pi;rson with a background in nutrition and 
get into a good exercise routine. If diets and exercise aren't 
helping your condition, try consulting a doctor who spe
cializes in nutrition. There are many sources on the sub
ject which can prOvide both useful information and ef
fective he.alth tips. 

• 

• 
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Vehicle maintenance 
decreases pollution 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

With more than 16 million vehicles on Texas roads, Tex
ans who keep up with their vehicles' maintenance do their 
share in improving air qu~lity while saving money. 

Half the air pollution in Texas is created by the hannful 
air emissions of vehicles. An average vehicle contributes 
more than 600 pounds of pollution to the atmosphere. 

When a vehicle is not properly maintained, such as tires 
being under infla,ted, the vehicle will get poor gas mile
age and tires will deteriorate more rapidly. · 

Properly maintaining vehicles not only fights air pollu
tion, but also extends a vehicle's life and performance. 

The Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission 
offers tips for saving money and improving air quality. 

• 

Change oil and oil filter regularly-every 3,000 
miles 
Inflate tires properly and keep vehicle 
in alignment 
Change fuel filter and air filter-as recommended 
by vehicle's manufacturer 
Monitor hoses, wiring and belts 
Have vehicle tuned up regularly 
If a warning light comes on, find out the 
problem and get it repaired. 

The owner's manual provides proper service intervals. 
If light-duty gasoline or diesel-powered vehicles emit 

smoke from the tail pipe for more than LO seconds, the 
vehicles are in violation of Texas regulations. Citizens can 
report vehicles emitting smoke by calling 1 (800) 453-
SMOG or report online at <www.smokingVehicle.org>. 

ESL aide volunteer of year 
ByDANA 
SPARLING 
Assistant Editor 

The Retired Senior 
Volunteer Program of 
Galveston County has 
one exceptional volun
teer. Nell Phy hcls been 
a College of the ·Main-
1 and volunteer since 

Nell Phy I 986. She works as a 
teacher's aide with the 

English as a Second Language beginners class alongside 
Charlotte Opfermann, teacher of the ESL classes. 

Phy is the oldest volunteer on the COM campus (85), 
thanks to the help of the RSVP program. But she did not 
need help from anyone but herself in receiving a well
deserved award this past March. Phy was crowned the 
Texas Teacher Volunteer of the Year at a Texas Associa
tion for Literacy and Adult Education conference in Aus
tin. The award is presented 10 assislanl teachers who gra
ciously volunteer their service for 15-20 years. 

When Phy was presented the award "she reacted very 
typically, 'What, me?"' Opfennann said. "She is a Very 
fun and modest per-:;on." Phy has been helping her for three 
or four years now. 

Phy has given so much to her community, it is pleasing 
. to see something given back. 

Summer I classes begin May 29 and end July 6. 
Summer II starts July 9 and ends Aug. 17. 

On-campus registration is set for both sessions 
on May 21 from 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. in the Gym. 

Students also may register now through May 
25 in the Admissions Office located in the Ad
ministration Building, Mondays and Tuesdays, 8 
a.m. to 7 p:m .• and Wednesdays through Fridays, 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. The last day to register is May 29. 
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SAB hosts biannual 
multicultural feast 
By DANA SPARLING 
Assistant Editor 

Once again the College of the Mainland Student Ac- · 
tivities Board hosted the biannual Multicultural Luncheon. 
Students gathered to share their culture and food in the 
Student Center Sunroom during College Hour April 10. 

In order to participate iu the event, students were re
quired to bring a dish that represented their heritage; in
ternational students were admitted regardless. The dishes 
included sweet potato pie, dirty rice, sweet and sour 
chicken, spaghetti, macaroni and cheese with broccoli, 
pita bread, Spanish rice, guacamole, cookies, sopapillas 
and cheese cake. 

While the students, faculty and staff enjoyed the feast, 
a microphone was passed around. Everyone shared a little 
picCe of his or her heritage with all who were gathered 
around the tables. 

Twenty-eight students, faculty and staff participated. 
Many cultures were represented such as African Ameri
can, Czechoslovakian, French, Venezuelan, Mexican, lra
nian and Belizean. 

During the luncheon, the COM Student Government 
handed out raffle tickets lo the participants. When the 
event was coming to a close, Student Government Presi
dent Dana Sparling and Vice President Robin Larson ran
domly picked raffle tickets and announced the winning 
numbers, handing out eight CD's to the winners. Some of 
the winners included Elias de la Cerda Jr., Mike Selindis 
and Professor Ali Ravandi. 

Many cultures uriited and shared their heritage with one 
another. Larson believes, "ll was a great opportunity to 
get together and learn of different ethnic backgrounds. 
And the food was really good, too." 

The luncheon will be held again in the fall semester, 
but a date has not yet been set. For more information, 
contact SAB adviser MaryAnn Urick at (409) 938-1211 
or l (888) 258-8859 Ext. 418. 

Graduating? Have 
questions? Read this 

Continued from Page 1 
also be pre-purchased ·at 
graduation, The cost is $10, 
which includes shipping. 

Announcements also will 
be on ·sale in the book.store 
through May 11. The cost 
per announcement is 25 
cents, which includes a 
card, an invitation and an 
envelope. 

. Dr. George R, Boggs Dr. Boggs received his 
bachelor's degree in chem

istry ·from Ohio State University, a master's degree in 
chemistry from University of California at Santa Barbara, 
and a doctorate in educational administration from the 
University of Texas at Austin, where he has been honored 
as a Distinguished Graduate. 

The speaker has served as a faculty member, division 
chairman and associate dean of instruction at Butte Col
lege in California and was superintendent/president of 
Palomar College in California for 15 years. He has writ
ten more than 50 articles and chapters in professional jour
nals and books. On Jan. 15, 1994, the city of Vista pro
claimed that day as Dr. George.Boggs Day in honor of his 
community service. 

For questions or information about announcemcnrs, 
graduation gowns or videotapes, contact Jackie Andres 
in the bookstore at (409) 938-1211 or 1 (8.88) 258-8859, 
·Ext. 312. For information about the commencement cer
emony, contact the Advisement Office al Ext. 4~0. 
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S outstanding musicians receive awards 
By MAITHEW JOST 
Copy Editor 

A large audience filled the eollege of the Main
land Fine Arts Recital Hall May l to enjoy lhe free 
performance by the COM Jazz Combo and Jazz En
semble directed by COM professor and recipient of 
the Outstanding Teacher of the Year 2001 award, 
Sparky Koerner. 

The audience, which included COM President Dr. 
Homer "Butch" Hayes and Vice President/Dean of 
Instruction James Templt:r and their wives, was not 
disappointed when the cqmbo opened up with a skill
ful rendition of"Summertimc" by George Gershwin. 

The combo consisted of COM students Philip 
Bacco on the piano, drummer Justin Brouillard, per
cus:.ionist Shawn Clarke, Aaron Koerner on trumpet 
and flugelhorn, Allen Oliver on bass and Amber 
Turner on tenor saxophone. All, with the exception 
of Turner, received Outstanding Performance awards. 

After presenting the awards, which the musicians 
had already received al the Lamar University Jazz 
Festival on April 30, Sparky Koerner surprised Turner 
with a Most Improved Musician award. Turner, who 
originally played the clarinet, began playing tenor 
saxophone only in January. · 

In addition to his other award; Aaron Koerner was 
awarded the Darrell Holt Outstanding Musician award 
by his visibly proud father, Sparky Koerner. 

Sparky Koerner did not complete the evening 
unrewarded either. Templer approached the stage to 
acknowledge the director for his well-deseived Out
standing Teacher award and presented him with a 
check for $1,500, which is a part of the award. 

The Jazz Combo's performance ended with a brief 
intermission which allowed for more chairs to be set 
up for the Jazz Ensemble. The group opened with a 
spirited rendition of Fred Sturm's "Linebacker." 

Aaron Koerner receives the trophy for the Darrell 
Holt OutStanding Musician Award from.his father 
Sparky Koerner. {Photo by April S-randon) 

Ensemble saxophonists included Ed Copeland, 
Beverly Johnston, Charles Delgado, Oscar Pefia and 
COM music instructor John Wolfskill. Trumpeters 
included Ken Kirk, Ted Williams, Ted Dinkledgc, 
Duane Ullman, Aaron Koerner and Kim Chavez. 
Trombonists were George Warren, Mike Charlston, 
Mary Knight and John Gerami. ln the rhythm section 
were pianist Gary Graham, bass player Brian Berlin 
and dnimmers Robbie Parker and Bobby Adams. 

Another song performed by the ensemble was Gor
don Brisker's "One For The Duke," which featured a 
solo by Copeland on the saxophone. Sparky Koerner 
also played two solos to the delight of the audience. 

Members of ttotb t"be combo_ and euscmble put great 
effort inlo their performances which did not go unno
ticed by the audience. Each song was warmly ap
plauded in appreciation of the musicians' talents. 

Mock trial genuine experience for students 
By JILL R. DANNER 
Staff Reporter 

Hands down, students learn best by what they see and 
participate in rather than what they hear from a lecture. 

lf you had walked into the Learning Resollrces Center 
Auditorium on April 18 at 6 p.m. you would have seen a 
mock trial organized by Latonia Wilson. She is a College 
of the Mainland student in Carol Bailey's Government 
1302 class and also is an assistant' in the District Clerk's 
Office in Galveston. 

The mock case involved a D~I charge. Student Saun 
Garibaldi as the defendant, listened intently while the de
fense attorney gave his closing argument. Although the 
skit used a fake defendant, the defense attorney Joe Maida 
IV, prosecuting attorney Mohamed Ibrahim· and the judge 
Susan Criss, all from the Galveston County Court House, 
were authentic. Their participation made the mock case 
genuine. The students viewed the case as jurors would. 

One of the stuct·ents, Rodrigo Salinas, commented that 
he learned that "no matter how much cv,idence you bring 
against a person, it can be controverted." Wilson hoped 
to show the other students that "we have the best judicial 
process in the world." She continued, "Our forefathers 
did an excellent job putting safeguards·to protect justice." 

Bailey, an attorney in Houston, teaches government in 
the evenings on Mondays and Wednesdays. She likes in 
interactive forum in class and encourages curiosity in the 
governmental processes outside of class. "I want my stu
dents to observe how the administration of justice and the 
role of goVemmenl actually work," Bailey said. 

Student Becky Knapp stated, "I thought it was impor
tant that the mock trial stressed that it is not the defendant's 
job to provide proof of his innocence .. but the prosecutor's 
job lo prove his guilt." 

For most of the students it was the firsttime they had 
ever viewed and experienced a trial. All of the students 
seemed to enjoy being involved in the.process. 

Audience enjoys 'pleasant yet brief' choir concert 
By JILL R. DANNER 
Staff Reporter 

A pleasant yet brief choir concert was h'eld in the Col
lege of the Mainland Fine Ans Recital Hall, F-117, April 
18 at 7:30 p.m. The professor .and director of the COM 
choral program, James Heffel, beamed with pride as the 
audience cheered for the COM Singers and Studio sing
ers' performances. 

The COM Singers sang more tradional songs such as 

• 

• 

"Heartland," while the Studio Group, in a jazzy~road
way style, sang songs, such as "Tbc Days of Wine and 
Roses" and .. Fiddler on lhe Roof." Both groups are at the 
same level of training hut have different class periods, 
Heffel said. 

Former student, Shawn Johnson, sang a few country/ 
western songs. As Heffel introduced Johnson he said, "I 
think this young man is better than any other country and 
western singer I've heard." Johnson sang at the Alvin Opry 
on May 4 at 7:30 p.m. 

• 
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Poetry 'is a way of 
life' for Dr. Sanders 
By JON NELSON 
Staff Reporter 

In recognition of April as National Poetry Month, 
Dr. Mark Sanders presided over College of the 
Mainland's second annual Poetry Fest April 26, The 
informal event, held outside during College Hour 
inside the Learning Resources Center breezeway, 
was attended by an audience of about 30 people. 

Sanders, an English professot', sfo,od in front of 
the rows of gray chairs filled by Students as the 
wind riffled through pages of stapled poems he held 
in his hand. He greeted the audience and com
mented on the shade given by the Leaming Cen
ter, noting that last year's event, which was attended 
by about 20 people, had taken place in the sun. 

Most of thC poems he selected were humorous, 
.as if to signal that poetry is something to be lived 
with and enjoyed. Some were by famous Ameri
can poets such as William Carlos Williams and e e 
cummings. Others were by lesser known ones such 
as poet laureate of Nebraska William Kloefkorn, 
who had taken an interest in Sanders and encour
aged his work when Sanders was in college. 

Sanders, a published poet, then spoke briefly 
about the importance of poetry, and said, "Poetry 
to me is a way of life." He then began reading the 
selected poems, which everyone seemed to enjoy. 

One memOrable piece was Williams' "Dance · 
Russe," which takes place while the poet's wif!! 
and baby sleep. In the north room of his house he 
has a strange, private moment that involves danc
ing in front of a mirror. The poem concludes with 
the famous lines, "Who shall say I am not/the happy 
genius of my househcHd'?" 

Sanders also read two of' his own poems, 
"Liberace in Heaven" and "Self-Portrait," and in
vited students to read poetry they had written or 
poems they just liked. The students who read were 
Tiffany Gillotti, Shannon Samuelson, Catt 
DeJanoix, Jen Gregory and Heath Harper. 

Sanders said, "It wouldn't be a poetry reading 
without some cllmmings" and launched into what 
he called an obscure poem, "[the way to hump a 
cow is not]." 

As the hour ended attendees wrote their names 
on slips of paper for a drawing of books donated 
by fac"ulty members of the, Humanities Team. Al
though names were drawn, there were enOugh 
books for everyone in the audience to receive one. 

Dr. Mark Sanders reads to the crowd outSide 
the Learning Resource Center for the Poetry 
Fest April 26. (Photo by Myra Ruc~er) 
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COM PTK members attended an international conference in Denver where they Placed 19th out of 1,200 chap~ 
tera. Shown with Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes (center) they are (from left} Aaron Kruckenburg; Gina Butler, histo
rian; Fabian Sifuentes, president; Lauren Hansmlre: Carol Voight, treasurer; and Johnny Morris, president.elect. 

PTK Sigma Delta chapte~ 'does it again' 
By DAVID WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Sigma Delta chapter of 
Phi Theta Kappa has done it again. For the fourth straight 
year members have won in competition at the regional 
level and for two years at the international level. The 
Sigma Delta chapter, which was chartered at COM in 
1968, continues to dazzle more than 1,200 competitors 
by placing high in the scholastic competition. 

To participate in the events members must write four 
separnte essays on scholarship, leadership, fellowship and 
seivice, and the team also must submit a yearbook cover
ing that year's events. The assignments are turned in at 
the regional level competition, held in El Paso this year, 
and are judged for quality and returned to the students 
for improvements. Students do not have to place at the 
regional level to compete at the international level com
petition, which was held in Denver in April. 

At the regional competition the Sigma Delta chapter 

entered essays which received honorable mention. Fabian 
Sifuentes, Sigma Delta chapter president, was inducted 
into the Hall of Honor, and for the fourth straight year the 
COM PTK chapter has received the Five Star award which 
is based on criteria set by the PTK boa,d. 

At the international level Sigma De1tl placed 19th out 
of 1,200 chapters and received a certificate for a Top 100 
Chapter. Two of the group's essays placed in the Top 25. 
Sifuentes .accepted .a Distinguished Chapter President 
award for his many accomplishments as president. 

In addition, COM PTK member Lauren Hansmire was 
awarded a t)\'o-year PJ'K scholarship to the University of 
Texas at Dallas at the conference in Denver. 

Sigma Delta also won the Journey Challenge· award, 
which is a goal set by the head committee to raise mem~ 
bership for that year, said Cindy Lucas, PTK adviser. 

Aaron Kruckenburg; Gina Butler, historian; Sifuentes, 
president; Hansmire; Carol Voight, treasurer; and Johnny 
Morris, president-elect attended the Denver conference. 
PTK advisers are Lucas and Leslie Richardson. 

Student Government participates in conference 
By ROBIN LARSON 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland Student Government partici
pated in the annual Texas Junior College Student Gov
ernment A~ociation Convention in Austin April 6-8. Six 
delegates and three advisers represented COM. 

Fifty juii.ior colleges participated in lhe convention and 
approximately 1,000 students and advisers were present. 

The purpose ofthe'convention was to give members of 
individual student governments a chance to know one an
other and learn how groups handle problems, and elect 
state officers. Delegates also had the chance to network 
region meetings and elect region offic"ers. 

Every college had the opportunity to submit either a 
scrapbook, a video or an essay for competition. Each en
try had to follow this year's theme, "Priceless." 

The COM Student Government submitted a scrapbook 
representing campus life. Unfortunately, it did not place. 
However, the group ·did win an award for the school with 

the most spirit, for designing the region T-shirt. No one 
else in the region of the Galveston, Brazoria or Harris 
County district submitted a T-shirt idea. 

Not only was this convention rewarding, but it also was 
a learning experience. It gave students from all over Texas 
an opportunity to meet new people and to learn how to 
delegate a meeting and also gave students a chance to 
receive and give out awards for outstanding organizations. 

Students attending were Dana Sparling, president; 
Robin Larson, vice president; Michelle Nguyen, treasurer; 
Anthony Castelline, Senate representative and COM 
Amigos Student Government representative; Kenritk 
Chung, Senate representative; and Gus Stoot,.. former Stu
dent Activities Board Student Government representative. 

James Shippy, adviser, associate dean for Student Ser
vices; Beverly Mitchell, co-adviser, Student Center coor
dinator; and Olda Perez, alternate adviser, attended. 

"COM had the most dynamic group and participated in 
• every function," Shippy stated. ''I am very proud of you 
guys. You represented the college well.''. _ 

'First lady of COM' recognizes guests from Mexico 
Continued from Page 2 
in Taxco, Guerrero. The mines originally belonged lo the 
Aztecs, who mined the silverfor their king, Montezuma. 
When the Spaniards took the mines, they made the first 
silver coins in the Western Hemisphere in 1536. 

After the !_echnical difficulties were resolved, the dances 

• 

resumed. A slide show of past and present scenes of 
Mexico as well as imponant personages, such as several 
U.S. presidents who have visited Mexico, played on three 
screens during the dances. 

Doiia Hayes, "first lady of COM," recognized Profes
sor Garcia and the dancers from Mexico with plaques. 
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Jalapeiio contest winners receive T.P. 
Continued from Page 1 
"He's been waiting to go 
there for a long time." 

Ajalapeiio eating con
test took place in which 
five contestants were 
given five jalapefios 
apiece, with the first one 
to finish being the win
ner. The competitors 
were Alberto Marroquin, 
first place; Maria 
Pacheco, second place; 

0 
Dr. Hector Diaz Zermeno 

Nicole Whittington, third place; Johnson, fourth place; 
and Spanish Professor Rafael Naranjo, disqualified. 

Naranjo was reprimanded when he bit into a jalapello 
before the official gave the signal to start. He left the table 
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and his space was not filled. On the second attempt 
Marroquin devoured the competition. When asked how 

.he felt after eating all the jalapefios he said: "It's nothing. 
I usually eat 10 in a sitting." The winners received money 
and a roll of toilet paper. 

In the Grito cortest, participants do a Mexican yell. Brad 
Blankenship shattered opponents with his Grito whoop. 
Jackie Martinez came in second and Jenny Long came in 
third. When a,sked how he did it, Blankenship said, "Basi
cally, I took the power of Cinco de Mayo and America, 
and with God 's guidance I took it home." 

"This was an excellent day," said Maryann Urick, Stu
dent Activities Board adviser. "Perfect event, even better 
than last (year 's). There was great cooperation between 
the two groups (SAB and COM Amigos), and I'm grate
ful to the grounds crew for their help." 

"A wonderful day," said Alice Whistler, COM Amigos 
adviser. "We had community people come and participate." 

After the initial fun, the mood switched to a time 10 rec
ollect past events and analyze them, with the hope of un
derstanding others better. Dr. Hector Diaz Zermeno, pro
fessor at the National University of Mexico in Mexico City, 
gave an afternoon lecture with Dr. Urbina translating. Dr. 
Zennefio spoke on his book about Mexican General Santa 
Anna. He spoke about the belief of the Mexican press that 
Santa Anna was a traitor to Mexico. His purpose in writ
ing the book was to exonerate the M6xican army of tlte 
ridicule Santa Anna's treason subjected them to. 

At 6 p.m. a traditional Mexican Mariachi music concert 
took place in the LRC breezeway. ''Los Gallitos'' played 
several pieces, Then Dr. Urbina borrowed a musician's 
trumpet and with the Mariachis' accompaniment played 
"Spanish Eyes." Dr. Urbina dedicated the song to Doiia 
Ampara Ortiz Hayes, COM President Dr. Homer "Butch" 
Hayes' wife .. "Los Gallitos" has performed in Cinco de 
Mayo celebrations at COM for the last 20 years. 

Then al 7:15 p.m. in the LRCAuditorium Dr. Zermeno, 
with Dr. Urbina again translating, spoke of the diplomatic 
correspondence between U.S. President Abraham Lincoln 
and the President of Mexico Benito Juii.rez during the 
French intervention of Mexico. After his lecture, the 
Compafiia de Danza "Jareni" from Huitzuco, Guerrero, 
Mexico, performed Mexican folkloric dances under the 
artistic direction of Professor Oscar Viveros Garda. 

At the beginning of their performance, the dancers ex
perienced difficulties with their taped music. Fortunately, 
Dr. Urbina gave an inpromtu lecttlre po the silver mines 

See 'First Lady' Page 3 
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Americans need to 
take rights seriously 

What defines an American? 

Matthew 
Jost 

Maybe it's that guy you saw downtown with the 
purple mohawk. Perhaps you saw them on an early 
Saturday morning urging you to take their Jehovah's 
Witnesses pamphlets. Possibly it's that guy George 
what's-his-name that everyone refers to as Mr. President. 

Being an American is all these things and more. It's 
who we are, however we are. Whatever we want to be. 
With mild speculation, it's easy to assume that being an 
American is a right many people take for granted. 

Is being an American a right? Absolutely. Being an 
American is being privileged to have a lot of rights-the 
Bill of Rights. Something the citizens of a considerable 
number of countries aren't allowed to have. 

One right in particular is the right to free speech. 
That's not necessarily the ri~t to shout obscenities at 
pedestrians as you blast by them in your Ford pickup at 
60 mph like many a mischievous high school " rebel." 
And it 's not the right to call in bomb threats because you 
d0n't .want to take your finals. But also, it's not the right 
to take down somebody's bold attempt to boycott your 
goods because you think it's bad for business. 

Freedom of speech is a misunderstood right that 
routinely finds itse!f the subject of debate in courtrooms. 

According to the First Amendment: "Congress shall _ 
make no law respeCting an establishment or religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of !ipeech, or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances." 

Obviously, this doesn't condone verbal and/or written 
anarchy, but it does condone an American's right to 
question aspects of his society that seem unfair or in 
some cases are proven to be unfair. 

Correct me if I'm wrong, but l seem to recall this 
being an important aspect of what our country was 
founded on. 

Some students and faculty of College of the Mainland 
may have noticed certain fliers randomly taped and 
stapled to walls along their busy routes between classes 
and elsewhere~fliers indicating a proposed boycott of 
our school's cafeteria. 

Presumably, a considerable number of individuals 
may not have noticed them. This might be for any 
number of reasons. One likely possibility is that the 
individuals who profit from our Cafeteria felt threatened 
by these fliers and decided their income was more 
important than another individual's right to free speech. 

This editorial isn't about boycotts, however. It 's about 
Americans misunderstanding their own rights. When I 
noticed that a student decided to stand up and take 
responsibility for something he fell so strongly about 
that he voiced his opinion, I admired him. 

Any time an American tests our rights for the good of 
society, I find it commendable. We wOuldn 't be the 
United States of America if someone hadn't put his neck 
on the chopping block to make a change for the better. 

So why is it that these individuals involved with the 
COM cafeteria tore down the boycott fliers upon seeing 
them? Because they misunderstood our rights? Or didn't 
respect our rights? Maybe they only appreciate their 
rights as long as those rights work to their advantage. 

I won't make assumptions. Whatever the case may be, 
our col!ntry has a serious problem when its people 
neglect the rights of others or even their own. 

We are Americans. We are nothing, however, if we fail 
to acknowledge the rights of others. 

' 
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Anima_l vivisection cruel, unncessary procedure 
By ROBIN LARSON 
Photograph~ Editor 

You are extremely tired, your body hurts, and all you 
want to do is lie down on a soft bed and_ dream of feeling 
the sun on your back. All you hear though are cries and 
screams from your friends next door and you smell noth
ing but the fumes of ammonia from the excrement accu
mulating in the pits beneath the floor. You are 'extremely 
bored with nothing to see or do. The only time you leave 
your cramped cage is to haVe more painful experiments 
performed on you. Words cannot describe the pain of the 
experiments. 

This is the life animals live who are trapped in labora
tories. The animals never see the light of day and when 
an experiment is finished and the animal is still alive, it is 
either beaten to death or starved to death. 

"The animal research industry commits violence against 
millions of laboratory animals every year," according to 
the Web site Vivisection. "About 750 dogs and 190 pri
mates are tested and killed yearly in the United States 
alone. The animals are used in tests conducted on medi
cines, chemicals, food products ... and pesticides. 

"About 600 companies currently test their products on 
animals," Vivisection states. This means that every time 
someone purchases a product manufactured by a com
pany that uses animal tests, he or she is paying that com
pany to test those products on animals. 

"In Europe, Huntington Life Sciences is the largest con
tract teSting laboratory," animal activist Sarah Kite stated, 
"It conducts poisoning tests on animals on behalf of the 
pharmaceutical, agrochemical and chemical industries. 
These tests range from chemicals being dripped into the 
animal's eyes, injected into their bodies, forced up their 

Karaoke party says farewell to semester 

SAB hosted a Farewell Karoke party April 24 dur
ing College Hour in the Student Center. Courtney 
Johnson along with Mia McAfee and Amanda Boyd 
tied for second place with Oat Nguyen winning $5 
each. The first place winner was Robin Proctor; who 
won $10. (Photo by Dana Sparling) 

By DANA SPARLING 
Assistant Editor 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities 
Board hosted one last karaoke College Hour event on 
April 24. Students gathered in the Student Center to 
share a few last laughs before the semester's end. 

As music played and people sang, the SAB served 
pizza and soft drinks. Raffle tickets were passed out 
and tlten placed in a wheel. Tickets were drawn as stu· 
dents ate and prizes, such as picture frames, T-shirts, 
koozies and cups were given away. 

Everyone who participated in the Farewell Karaoke 
Party received a free T-shirt. Three places were avail
able for the taking by thetoJfs1n-g--ers-:-Firsl phrce went 
to Robin Proctor, a physical education adjunct teacher. 
Dal Nguyen, and the group of Courtney Johnson, Mia 
Mc.Mee and Amanda Boyd tied for second place. Proc
tor was awarded $10 and the rest were awarded $5. 

Several students afid staff partook in the event. SAB 
estimated close to 100 participants."Th_e attendance 
was very good for so close to the end of the semester," 
stated SAB adviser Maryann Urick. "It's important for 
people to have fun together between studies." 

The luncheon gave everyone an opportunity to come 
together one last time and say farewell to another great 
semester. 

For more infonnation on future events, contact Urick 
at (409) 938-12ll or I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

nostrils or forced down their throats. Anesthetics are not 
nonnally given," 

In each case HLS is looking for signs of poisoning. 1f 
the animal does not suffer from vomiting, diarrhea, bleed
ing or fits, then the animal will be killed at the end of the 
experiment. 

Not only is it unacceptable to deliberately inflict such 
pain and suffering on one species in the hope of trying to 
help another, but the laboratory animals are not cared for 
by the experimenters. 

Kite said in 1997 an undercover investigation at HLS 
exposed evidence of extreme animal abuse as well as se
rious brellches of the Jaw. The activists' investigations done 
exposed beagle puppies being hit and shaken, staff re
peatedly stabbing dogs with needles and the cages in which 
the animals lived being caked with their own feces. ·Tue 
animals had nothing to play with, not even a rubber ball, 
as require.d by law to stave off the loneliness of life in a 
cage. 

The widespread use of dogs in testing of chemicals, 
consumer products and food has been going on for less 
than 70 years. Essentially we are a consumer-driven soci
ety. Therefore, animals are made to suffer for our own 
advantage. Testing on animals started after Congress 
passed the Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act of I 938. 

Animal testing, or vivisection, involves an array of ani
mals, such as, mice, rats, cats, dogs, hamsters, gerbils, 
horses, sheep, guinea pigs, monkeys and rabbits, accord
ing lo the.BBC News Web site. 

In 1997 alone, experiments were done on 2,146,448 r.1ts 
and mice. In addition it is estimated that twice that num
ber of animals are gassed or decapitated becau1oe of rou
tine overbreeding. 

Animal testing is cruel and unnecessary and more of
ten than not the results are misleading because 95 percent 
of drugs approved through animal testing are "imffiedi
i,tely-diseu.Fded as useless-or dangerous to humans,'.' ac. 
cording to Vivisection Kills Web site. 

"Less than 2 percent of human illnesses are ever seen 
in animals and over 98 percent never affect 3.nimals,"Vivi
section states. "When asked if they agreed that animal 
experiments can be misleading because of.anatomical and 
physiological differences between animals and humans, 
88 percent of doctors agreed." 
· These· animals are living, breathing creatures and they 

do feel pain. This country is torturing millions of animals 
a day for our benefit. As long as -people continue to buy 
products made by manufactures who support animal test
ing, experimenters will continue to inflict pain and mis
ery on these defenseless animals. There are alternatives 
to animal testing, but because animal testing is the easiest 
to conduct, alternatives are not much used. 

Finalists handed 'award for teaching.excellence' plaques 

• 

Continued from Page 1 ----------
announced that Koerner won the title of the Outstanding 
Teacher of the Year 2001. 

As the winner, he received a $1,500 stipend for profes
sional development and automatically became the Piper 
Professor nominee for fall 2001. The Piper Professor is 
an award given yearly to 10 teachers 'from Texas commu
nity colleges or universities; it was established by the 
Minnie Stevens Piper Foundntion in 1958. The award, one 
of the most prestigious, is presented to the· teacher who 
displays outstanding achievement. 

Before Templer made the announcement, the commit
tee of six students who selected the winner gave a speech 
about each of the nominees and revealed why each was 
chosen as a finalist. The finalists in addition to Koerner 
were Ellen Johnson, cosmetology ; Freda O'Connor, 
graphic arts; Renate True, biology; and Alice Watford, 
psychology. They received teaching excellence awards. 

Carla Boone, this year's chairwoman and last year's 
winner, chose Carol Voight, Fabian Sifuentes, Amber 
Turner, Lauren Hansmire, Sandi Yancy and Alice Salzer 
for the committee based on faculty recommendations. 

l 

Boone said the students, whom she thanked for their par
ticipation, "Worked very Well together and wit~Out their 
time and effort this would not bave been successful." 

To pick the winner, the student committee surprised 
the nominees with visits to their classes to evaluate their 
teaching. The commitlt:;e filled out evaluation fonns and 
asked the nominees 10 personal questions. 

Johnson has been teaching at COM nine years. Her stu
dents said she is giving, contributes a great-deal of time 
to them, and they feel she is successful as a teacher. She 
was very excited and pleased to be nominated. 

O'Connor has been teaching for 30 years, five of those 
at COM. She did not choose teaching, teaching chose her, 
she said, adding she was very honored to be nominated 
with such an elite group. 

True, an anatomy and physiology professor, has been 
an Outstanding Teacher winner three times. She began at 
c;oM as a guest lecturer, loves her career and feels she 
contributes a great deal of time and successfully reaches 
out to her students. "I .am nominated with the best teach
ers out there, and I will continue teaching until I keel 
over and die." 

' 

• 

Watford was born and raised in La Marque and has been 
teaching at COM for 11 years. She loves what she teaches 
and feels she has the ability to reach her students. In addi
tion to being a professor, she also is president of_ 
COMunity-the COM union. She said she was honored 
to be nominated among these professionals. 

"It feels good to be honored among these finalists," 
Koerner said after learning he had won. Koerner, the di
rector of jazz at COM for 18 years, has been nominated 
14 times, but this is the first time that he was a finalist. It 
also is the first lime someone from the fine arts depart
ment has been chosen. 

In congratulating Koerner, Boone said, "Everyone was 
very worthy of being teacher of the year. However, I'm 
glad someone from fine arts was finally recognized," 
Koerner also was recently elected president of the Inter
national Association of Jazz Educators, is chainnan of 
the COM Senate and the team leader for the Performing 
and Visual Arts Team. 

"I love what I do,'' Koerner said. "I think it is a won
derful honor to be recognized among my students and 
peers as the Outstanding Teacher of the Year," 

• 
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What's Happening 

lnterCOM staff both past and present gather for recognition of the Texas Intercollegiate Press Association 
Awards. From left Michael Navarro, Elias de la Cerda Jr., Michelle Fichera, Matthew Jost and Jennifer West. The 
journalists proudly display their winning articles. (Photo by April Brandon) 

InterCOM receives five TIPAawards 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland student publication, 
lntcrCOM, competed and won five awards in the Texas 
Intercollegiate Press Association contest for 20CXJ. The 
contest covered publications between Jan. I and Dec. 18. 

The lnterCOM was in Division 3, which is for colleges 
and universities with an enrollment of 3,000 to 7,499. 

For written work, former Co-Managing Editor Jennifer 
West's general column editorials won first place. ·'Why 
ban books when they are made into movies" and "Presi· 
dential candidates lack basic intelligence" were published 
in the May and July issues. Copy Editor Matthew Jost's 
critical review of Other S Peoples Money, ;'Captivating 
comedy charms COM critic," placed third. It was pub
lished in the November issue. 

For page design, fonner Co-Managing Editor Michelle 
Fichera 's Tabloid News Page Design placed second. It 
was the front page of the October issue. Former Manng
ing Editor Michael Navarro's Tabloid Sports Page De
s.ign, in the May issue, also placed second. Former Online 
Editor Elias de la Cerda Jr. 's Tabloid Picture Page De-. 
sign, "COM students DART to the STARZ," for the May 
issue won honorable mention. 

Of her award West said, ·'I enjoyed writing editorials 
the most, and it was exciting to find out that they were 
award-winning material." When Jost was contacted he 
said, "My first thought upon hearing I won an award was 
'there must not have been many entries' because I pulled 
mine out of the air. I'm honored to know that my story 
was appreciated; it's reassuring. I hope to write more." In 

addition to working on staff last fall and this spring, Jost 
plans to work on the July issue of the InterCOM. 

De la Cerda's picture page was of the participation of 
two groups of COM science students headed by profes
sors Marilynn Kish-Molina and Dr. Gregory Johnson in 
the annual partnership between NASA and the Texas com

. munity colleges. "It was a memorable experience to work 
as part of the team under the leadership of professors 
Marilynn Kish-Molina and Dr. Gregory Johnson," de la 
Cerda said. "My greatest challenge was having to selecl 
from over 300 shots the _photos that would best recognize 
the work and dedication of each team member." 

Navarro and Fichera also were surprised and honored 
to win awards. "I was surprised that I won the award 'cause 
I was never satisfied with my layout. But l'm glad that I 
won· because it was my last time to be entered into the 
contest.'' Navarro said. Fichera said, "Winning the award 
fell really good, but I have to admit that I didn't think I 
would win for layOut. I attribute my winnings to the en
tire staff, without their help it wouldn't have happened." 

lnterCOM adviser Astrid H. Lowery, with the help of 
former Managing Editor Patricia Bill (July 1997-July 
1999), chose 30 entries to submit. 

Other Division 3 schools included Tarleton State Uni
versity, Stephenville; Angelo State University, San Angelo; 
Kilgore College; Lee College, Baytown; University of 
Dallas; and University of Houston- Clear Lake. 

These five awards are ~10thing out of the ordinary for 
the staff of the lnterCOM. Last year, the lnt-crCOM re
ceived three awards and in 1998, nine awards. lnterCOM 
has now won 39 aw;uds, since Lowery began submitting 
entries into the contest in 1987. 

Journalism offers writing proficiencies, knowledge 
Do you love to write and wish lo expand your 

knowledge? Then laking a journalism course will pro· 
vide you with the proficiencies necessary to acquire 
a successful position in written media. 

College of the Mainland journalism classes are open 
to all individuals and no experience is necessary. Even 
if you're not a journalism major, but enjoy writing, 
sign up for the beginning class that is offered in the 
Summer I session. News Gathering and Writing I, 

COMM 2311, Index 2230, meets Monday-Thursdays 
I :30-3:30 p.m. in Room L-246 of the Leaming Re

sources Center. 
Also, advanced journalism classes are available for 

students with writing experience. If you have jour
nalism experience, contac't Profe.ssor Astrid H. 
Lowery for course and class time information. 

For ques.lions or more information, call ( 409) 986-
9150 or I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 314. 

• 

• 

People Speak Obt 
By lnterCOM Editors 

With the growing populartity of body art such 
as tattoos and piercings, people are frequently seen 
with such. lnterCOM asked: ls body art attractive? 
At what point does it become distracting if ii does 
at all? 

. 
Jenni Fisher: I think 
body piercing and art is 
very attractive unless, 
there's too much. When 

your whole body is COV· 

ered. it becomes too 
much. 

PbyUis Sanders: It be
comes· unattractive 
when you have them in 
your nose, lips, eye~ 
brows. You're not al
ways 18, one day you'll 
be 60 with wrinkles and 
holes in your face. 

Thelma Slaughter: I 
don't think it's attractlve 
for youngsters to have 
tattoos. 

Aaron Fleming: No, 
body piercing is not at
tractive. Tattoos are all 
right to a certain extent. 
I've considered getting 
one myself. 

• 

Adam Flies: I think it 
becomes unattractive 
when there's too much. 
Sometimes a ·smaller 
one will look more at
tractive. 

JustinAustin: Body art 
is somewhat attractive 
as long as it is kept mini
mal. At Work, things are 
more professional, so 
piercings on the face 
could be a problem. 

DeLeon McDonakl: 
Yeah, it's attractive. It 
depends on the person. 
If you like it, then you 
cfo; if don't, you don' t. 

Steve Sowrey: It de
pends. A minimal 
amount l can deal with. 
Excessive tattoos or 
piercings are unattrac
tive. 

• 

---
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American rights editorial 
' See Pagel 

Congratulations Class or 2001 
Have a great summer! 

The nominees surround music Professor Sparky Koerner after he was announced Outstanding Teacher 
of the Vear. From left Renate True, biology; Alice Watford, psychology; Koerner, jazz; Ellen Johnson, 
cosmat.ology; Freda O'Connor, graphic arts. {Photo by Jill R. Danner) , 

Koerner Outstanding Teacher of Year 2001 
By ROBIN !ARSON 

' Photography Editor 

. The College of the Mainland Employee Recogni-
l I tion Dinner was held at the Charles T. Doyle Conven· 

tion Center in Texas City April 27. The annual dinner 
recognizes all employees for their dedication and hard 
work, awards certificates for length of service and hon
ors the Outstanding Teacher of the Year. 
' The dinner had festivities before the presentation of 
the special award, which music . Professor Sparky 

Koerner won. 
Jim Higgins, director of Public lnfonnation, asked 

during dinner if anyone knew the answer lo how many 
gallons of water are in lake Eckert. He ~id whoever 
announced the correct amount would be awarded <l 

bottle of wine. No one could estimate the correct 
amount, so Higgins dropped numerous hints, but he 
didn't award anyone the wine. Lake Eckert contains 
9.9 million gallons of water. 

Vice President/Dean of Instruction James Templer 

See Finalists Page 7 

Animal testing 
SeePage7 
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Class of '01 ready 
to graduate_ May 11 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Graduation is just around the corner and there are sev
eral things grnduating students need to remember . 

The College of the Mainland commencement ceremony 
will be held May 11 at 7:30 p.m. at the Charles T. Doyle 
Convention Center in Texas City. The center holds ap
proximately 1,400 people, so a large overflow room with 
a screen televising the ceremony live will be-available in 
case the seats fill up. 

Stu.dents should have received directions to the con
vention center with their graduation· packets . 
Graduates need to arrive at 6:45 !"i.;n. along with partici· 
pating faculty and professional staff. 

The guest speaker will be D7. George R. &>ggs, presi
dent ,ind chief executive officer of American Associa
tion of Community Colleges. 

Graduates should stop by ttie COM Bookstore to pick 
up graduation gowns through May 11. On May 11. the 
bookstore: wm step dlstribu1ing ihe gowns a t 4 p.m. 

Students may purchase videotapes of graduation. The 
videotapes. which must be pre-ordered and pre-paid, may 

See Graduating? Page· 6 

InterCOM does it 
again, wins 5 TIPA 

Awards 
See lnterCOM Page 8 

_ --~ Students celebrate annual Cinco de Mayo fiesta 
~ 

.., 

By DAVID WRIGHT 
Staff Reporter 

Tejano music blasting from the Leaming Resources Center breezeway gave the clue 
that another CincO de Mayo celebration was underway. As a matter of fact, it was the 28th 
celebration held at College of the Mainland since Dr. Manuel Urbina 11, history profes
sor, initiated the COM celebration in 1974. The day's events. included a fiesta, two lec
tures, Mariachi music and folkloric dancing, which culminated the festivities May 3. 

Cinco ,de Mayo is a Mexican festival that commemorates the victory of the Mexican 
forces over the invading French in the Battle of Puebla May 5, 1862. The confrontation 
started because of a debt that M6xico owed the French. 

Though a Mexican festival, a variety of cultures were represented at the day long fiesta. 
"'This was an excellent experience for me to attend," said COM student Courtney 

Johnson. "'Even though ( am African American I enjoy coming to events such as these so 
I can be well-informed about other cultures." 

People enjoyed the food, music and sun. They danced to Selena's music, ate tacos and 
tamales, and chatted with friends. 

In the middle of all the fun the MC, Ernest Gonzales, announced that Anthony Castelline, 
COM Amigos Student Government representative, had been accepted to Texas A&M 
University. "I'm so excited for him," said Stephanie Shackelford, Castelline's gi1lfriend. 

See Jalapeiio Page 2 
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COM Amigos Adviser Alice Whistler, Thelma Slaughter from Guatemala and Annabelle 
·sradking dance at the Cinco de Mayo celebration May 3. (Photo by Robin Larson) 
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