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What's Happening 

Jeff Jordan and Instructor Dave Matthews climb a 35--foot ladder and practice leaning backward. Thia I• just one 
of the tasks they must complete before graduating. "It wn very scary up on that ladder," Jordan said, .. , was 
shaking in my boots, literally, and II felt ts if the ladder was going to tumble down ... {Photo by Michael K. Smith) 

Clubs participate in Welcome Kickoff 
By CHRISTINA WEAVER 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland held its spring Welcome Kick
off during College Hour in the Learning Resources Cen
ter breezeway Sept. 20. The kickoff was originally sched
uled for Tuesday, Sept. 11, but was postponed due to the 
tragedy in New York City and Washington, D.C. 

The re-scheduling allowed for the kickoff and the His
panic Heritage Month program to be combined. 

COM president, Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes, gave a wel
come speech and asked for a moment of silence to retlect 
on the Sept. 11 disaster. Then Student Government can- . 
didates were introduced and various Student Activities 
Board representatives spoke on behalf of their clubs. These 
clubs included Phi Theta Kappa and COM Amigos. 

"Activities like this help bring the c4mpus together," 
said Erica Blackbum, a member of SAB. "It gets students 
involved and more excited about school" 

To facilitate student involvement, SAB set up a row of 
tables to allow students to sign up for various organiza
tions on campus and to speak to some of their members. 

To keep with the Hispanic Heritage Month theme, the 
Mariachi "Los Gallitos" band performed for the crowQ as 
they enjoyed free tacos and other Mexican foods. 

Inside the library, dispr?lys were set up to illustrate the 
historical importance of Texas' Hispanic heritage. Displays 
included an authentic Aztec doll and the Aztec calendar 
which was illustrated on handouts visitors could take. 

"I think stuff like this is a blast," said freshman Ryan 
Jones.' "Free food and cntertainnient, and did I say free 
food? What could possibly be better?" 

Pool room offers relaxed atmosphere· 
By ROY DIXON 
Staff Reporter 

Warning: Enter at your risk ... 
The College of the Mainland pool room is a danger zoru: 

for all people who don't have a sen!iC of humor or don't 
enjoy having a good time. So when you enter, be pre
pared to laugh from the time you arrive until the time you 
hear Courtney Johnson, the pool room coordinator, say in 
his own little way, "It's time to go. I gotta go to my next 
class. This is the last game, .. and everybody answers OK, 
Mr. Friendly. 

There are two groups of people in the pool room: the 
ones who play and the ones who just watch. The first group 
is either playing a game, arguing over who plays the next 
game. who's better and who shouldn't touch a pool stick. 

The other group just watches. These are the heart and 

The College of the Mainland Jazz Ensemble and 
COM Jazz Combo will put on a concert Oct. 23 at 8 
p.m. in the Fine Arts Building Recital Hall, F· 117. 

soul of the pool room. They crdck all the jokes, tell all the 
stories and keep everything fun and easygoing. 

The normal length of a game is 10-15 minutes, not in
cluding the five minute joke session when you miss a shot, 
or just do something out of the ordinary. If you. were to 
ask one of the spectators what they thought about the at
tack on America you'd probably hear the response, 
"America should do what we have to do." But if you asked 
the question: "What did you do in class tO<lay?" you might 
get an answer like ... "Nothing." 

So if you have a couple of hours between classes and 
don't feel like walking around or have nothing else to do, 
come join in on the fun in the pool room. 

Pool room hours are Mondays and Wednesdays 8 a.m.-
12:30 and 2 p.m.-4:30 p.m., and Tuesdays and Thursdays 
11 a.m.-4:30 p.m. The pool room is located On the first 
floor of the Student Center. 

It will be free and Open to the public and will last 
approximately two hours. The two groups are directed 
by COM music Professor Spark. y Koerner. 

- . . . . _, ' . ' ---~----'------..!-------- . ----· 
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People Speak Out 
By lntei<:OM F.ditor and Staff 

This September - Americans ,,_y l'ek a 
loss of security and freedom in Allleri<a. In liglil of 
tbe r=nt terrorist attacks whiclttoot<:lose IO 6.000 
livcs. lnte.COM l!Slrtd: What does palriolism mean 
to you in terms of lbe Sept. 11 tragedy? 

Leslie_, Pa
triotism is. the natural 
con,equtnceof dlliastet 
People will always 1>Uy 
ilt light of a disaster. 

B•rbara Wallace: 
Stand up for tbe Consti· 
tutioo and believe in the 
Constin11ioll Tlie 0.,,. 
stituUon says we have 
freedom from peiog 
h.anne<l and to live i1t a 
-ful place, also to 
fight for your rights. 

Curt Donilloo: J>atrio
tism means helping fel
low men when there is 
a tragedy, and qi. who!e 
country comcJl together 
and loves each other. 

Lal +• Sowell: Every
body should be williltg 
to fight for our freedom 
because that is -what 
they · attacked, We 
should prol<:<:t our na
Jion. Everyon« $ould 
pile!) ui and w,h•. There 
should not be aay anger 
or racl$m against Amb 
Alnet'i<>!ns. 

• 

- Rundell: Loy
alty to the nation. Stick
ing 1ogother but not 
striking out at lbe wrong 
people. 

Gene Flores: Why 
W .. Q 'l tbe,c patriotism 
before thls1 Everybody 
la 81111&-ho for~, ,,bu,~I cit" 
ilt - people.lowfam-
ily, friends and loved 
ones. J>alrlotism should 
be here all the time, not 
just when needed. 

Jomtbao Shirley: See
ing bow tbe whole na
tion came- together is 
patnotism. Rectuiting 1$ 
up, everyone coming to
gether: that is patrio-

VloletOIIY_, This is 
the land of the free, and 
they have tltled our sys
tem to attack us. We will 
have to send o.ur sons. , 
and daughlel:S into com-· 
bat. and th.at will be a 
huge sa<:rifice forevery
.ODe in our country. We 
h.ave lost the amount of 
r,eedomwe<JD<Chad. 

' 

• 

• 

.._ ___ : _ editorial_~_ ·_ttacked_ .. __ 2 __ ...... 11 
Author, adMst visit COM 

SeePqe4 I I c,111111our· ... ,. :,,• 
SeehJe6 

October 
2001 

I 
TIPA Award-winner 

A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

At the 111,pank) Herttag,, Month prog,em In the COM library 5ept. 20 COM president, Dr. Homer "Butctl" Hayes 
(far left), hi• wife, Mrs. Amparo Ortiz Haya, COM history ~sor. Dr. Manuel Urbina II, and Marilu Gonulez, 
musical director of the Mariachi "Los Gallltos," sing "Viva Mexico-Viva Am,rica" to the sounds of the band. 

(Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

COM observes Hispanic Heritage Month 
By KRISTY ROBERT~ 
Staff Reporter 

Hispanic Heritage Montl~ at College Of the Maui.land 
kicked off Sept .. 20 with Dr. Homer "B'utch" Hayes. presi
dent of COM, asking for a moment of silence for the vic
iims of the World Trade Center and the Pentagon attacks. 

The moment of silence was followed by a ·celebration 
which included plenty of food and drinks, all to the fes
tive sounds of the Los Gallitos mariachi band. 

The Hispanic Heritage Month celebration continued in 
the COM Library with mariachi music and singing led by 
history professor Dr. Manuel Urbina II and Mrs. Ampie. 
Hayes, wife of President Hayes. 

Dr. Urbina then gave a brief lecture and explanation of 
artifacts on display .in the library and presented plaques 
of Bilingual Dollar prints to Mrs. Hayes and Eustorgio 

"Roy" Davila, a member of the COM Board of Trustees. 
The artifacts in the COM Library, which will be on dis

play through Oct. 15, include a decorative showing of 
many full-sized flags from various Latin American coun
tries and vintage maps which show that New Spain had al 

one time covered all the land on the North American con
tinent from Oregon to Panama. These maps dramatize that 
at one time Texas City and the state of Texas were under 
Hispanic domain, and show a "link between Spain, 
Mexico, Texas and Texas City," Dr. Urbina said. He also 
added that Spain is not just part of Mexico's, Guatemala's 
or Panama's heritage but Texas' heritage as well. 

The presentation also included a unique display from 
Dr. Urbina 's museum, Urbina Museum History of Mexico, 
of authentic coins and paper money of the Hispanic cul
ture such as "Pieces of 8" which were legal tender not 

See Urbina Page 7 

Enrollment up, contact hours increase 
By MICHAEL K. SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland fall semester enrollment 
has increased significantly from the same time last year. 

Mary Ochoa, director of Strategic Enrollment Manage
ment, said when compared with fall 2000, the total num
ber of students has increased by 6 percent. On top of that, 
many students are taking bigger loads as contact hours 
(the number of actual hours a student sp~nds in a class) 
are up 7 .2 percent this. semester. 

Students and faculty alike know that COM is a great 
school, but why the sudden surge in attendance? 

There are tentative theories that this growth in the stu· 

dent body may be a temporary result of the nation's tired 
economy. Parent~ and students paying tuition may be es
pecially frugal with their money right now, choosing com· 
munity colleges over more expensive schools. 

Accord~ to various news seivices, business p'.Jsitions 
requiring college level degrees will become abundant in 
t~e near future. An aswciate's· degree will SOOn be man· 
datory for 20 percent of jobs that previously did not re
quire· a college education. Similarly, 21 percent of jobs 
that could be obtained with an associate's degree will now 
require a bachelor's degree. 

The job market also is moving at such a quick pace that 
it has become necessary for professionals to keep return

See Recruiters Page 7 
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Nursing program 
back to full health 
By OLA KAREEM 
Staff Reporter ' 

lnAugust the Texas Board of Nurse Examin
ers gave lhe College ()f the Mainland nursing 
program permission to aga.in admit nursing stu
dents. 

Because of the low passing rate on the Na
tional Council Licensing Exam for registered 
nurses. COM was given a conditional warning 
and could not aCCept new nursing students this 
past year. The COM nursing program wilS taken 
off the conditional warning status Aug. 10, said 
Dr. Gay Reeves, interim director of the nursing 
program; the students had a 94.12 passing rate. 

At least 80 percent of first-time exam takers 
are required to pass. If the passing rate in the 
COM nursing program were to fall below 80 per
cent again, the-program·would again be given a 
condilional warning. This means that 80 percent 
of the students enroHed in the curra11 program 
must pass the licensing exam summer 2003 to 
avoid the program being placed on a warning,. 
Dr. Reeves explained. 

•This fall nine nursing students were 'admit
ted. Originally 25 students had registered to be
gin the program but did not emoll because it took 
an extended period of time for the program to 
be taken off the warning status or because they 
were not eligible to be accepted into the pro
gram. Eighty other students are enrolled in.nurs-

See Nursing Page 7 

.. l 

or. Gay Reeves, Interim director of the nurs
ing program demonstrates an ambu-bag and 
other life..aupport ,quipment on a dummy 
patient while standing In front of a defibrilla
tor crash cart. (Photo by Michael K. Smith) 

---·--------------- -----~-------
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Editorials/News 

Spanish P.rofessor Rafael Naranjo (far right) shakes Fellcita Cano's hand after COM Board of Trustees member 
Eustorgio "Roy" Davila (far left) presented her a diploma at the Sept. 26 graduation that took place In the Tech
nical Vocational Building. Instructor Richard Capestani-Knape taught COM'a first-ever Computers for Absolute 
Beginners for Spanish Speaking Stu.dents course. (Photo by Michael K. Smith) 

1st Spanish computer class graduates 
By MICHAEL K. SMITH 
Staff Reporler 

A special graduation took place Sept. 26. Seventeen 
students received diplomas for graduating from College 
of the Mainland's first-ever course of Computers for AD
solule Begtnners for Spanish Speaking Students. The cer
emony was held in the Technical Vocational Building. 

The class was taught entirely in Spanish by Instructor 
Richard Capestani·Knape. Geane Stevenson, associate 
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dean of Business and Industry, created and designed the 
class and asked Capestani·Knape to teach the class. 

"It is a wonderful way to reach out to the Hispanic com· 
munity," Capestani~Knape said. "This is the first time that 
Spanish•speaking people from our community have had 
the opportunity to take classes in our own language." Span
ish Professor Rafael Naranjo called Capistani-Knape "a 
tnily bilingual instructor due to his linguistic and cultural 
competency in both languages." 

Students in the four-week course met twice a week for 
three-hour sessions. Major topics covered included shop
ping for a PC, inceracting with Windows, sending and re
ceiving e•mail and Web-surfing. 

The only real problem Capeslani-Knape encountered 
Was trying to find a textbook. A computer textbook writ
ten in Spanish is easy to find, but finding a Spanish text
book that teaches how to use English computers with En
glish icons is extremely difficult. 

COM Board of Trustees member Eustorgio "R@y" · 
Davila was present to hand out the certificates. Professor 
Naranjo inspir~d the graduates with an encouraging 
speech, saying the students were "pioneers in CO M's com
mitment lo the Hisp_anic community. " Chuck 
Buddenhagen; associate dean of Continuing Education and 
Community Service, also spoke at the ceremony. Refresh
ments were provided by the Texas Mutual Insurance Com
pany. ' 

Capeslani-Knape will begin teaching three three-week 
intennediate courses as well. These courses will cover the 
use of applications, such as Microsoft Word, Microsoft 
Excel and Microsoft Power Point. It is not necessary to 
have taken the introductory course before registering for 
an intermediate class. But it is necessary 10 speak Span
ish. Textbooks are available for these classes. 

The first intermediate class covering the use of Word 
began Oct. 1, but late registration is still possible. 

' A waiting list for intermediate classes is in effect until 
all the graduates from the beginner's class who wish to 
sign up for an intermediate class have done so. 

Spanish-spoaking people should know about this class 
Professor Naranjo said. because COM is using Spanish to 
teach "the technology that will lead us into the future." 

For more information about the classes contact 
Capestani-Knape at (409) 938-1211 , or toll free I (888) 
258-8859 Exts. 427/364/311, or by fax (409) 938-3184. 

• 
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Sept. 11-a day to be 
mourned for years 

April 
Brandoo -· 

Sept. 11, 2001, will be a day remembered by Ameri
cans for years to come as the da)' U.S. citizens were 
attacked. This day will to be mourned for a long time in 
America and in countries across the world. 

When terrorists hijacked four American commerical 
airplanes, destroyed the Twin Towers of the World Trade 
Center, part of the Pentagon and took the lives of close 
lo 6,000 innocent people, cities across America were 
shut down. People spent Rlany hours watching horrify
ing· footage of two of the hijacked planes smashing into 
the Twin Towers, the towers' subsequent collapse, and 
smoke and debris filling the streets of lower Manhatten. 
This was the first time U.S. soil was attacked in more 
than 50 years. 

While watching these events unfold on televisio~, l 
could not help but feel as though I too had lost some· 
thing. My feelings of safety and security were gone. 
Although I cannot begin to fathom what the families of 
the victims must be experiencing, I sympathize with 
their loss of loved ones. 

My question to the world now is "How can we live in 
a world so consumed by hate?" 

In between footage of the attack on the t~wers and the 
Pentagon, CNN Live showed Palestinians cheering 
America's loss. The small. cheering group included 
children tOO young to understand hate. 

Retaliation against the terrorists has been i.he topic of 
several speeches. But if we were to bomb Afghanistan in 
retaliation, would that eliqiinate the terrorists? That type 
of action on our part would only stir our enemies to 
more hate and reduce us to their level. 

I realize that the United States. must maintain its stand 
against terrorism, but taking the lives of more innocent 
people accomplishes nothing. Only a few of the people 
responsible for this terrorism woulj:I be killed in a 
bombing. If Osama bin Laden and his followers are 
responsible, they and they illone should pay. 

The Gallup Poll, a survey conducted by Princeton 
University, was taken that tragic Tuesday afternoon. The 
results aired on CNN Live showed 71 percent wanted to 
see military ilctioD taken as soon as our government is 
sure who the responsible party is, 21 percent wanted to 
see military action taken with the first evidence found 
against a J)3rty, while only 4 percent did not want to see 
any military action. I ask, "What wiU taking military 
action solve?" 

I am supportive of President George W. Bush's recent 
action of freezing the assets of the terrorists here in 
America. I believe 'that this will prove our point and 
hopefully bring the United States closer to a resolution, 
without the loss of more lives. 

In my short 20 years, I have seen too much hate. I am 
appalled.by racial distrimination, the Gulf War, the 
Oklahoma City Bombing, the Columbine High School 
shooting, the attack on the USS Cole and now this. Is 
this the world we want our children to grow up in? 

• 

All scheduled classes will be held Monday, Oci. 
8, at College of lhe Mainland. The college does 
not observe Ille Columbw;aOay b<>liday. 

The actualCol•mllud)ay is Friday, Oci.12. The · 
federal legal holiday· is~ the .. cond Moa
day in Octnber, 
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Local businesses 
offer discounts 
By TRAVIS CROFT 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland discount card was 
designed so students, faculty and staff could have 
fun at Texas City area businesses at a discount. 

The card, designed eight years ago, is sponsored 
by 1he college and is available in Maryann Urick's 
office in the Gym. Urick is coordinator of Recre
ational Progams and Student Activities. 

Nine businesses offer discounts on the card. 
If you are interested in having fun with a friend 

try AMF Star Lanes and get a free game each time 
you pay for one. Papa John's and Sonic offer a 
buy-one get-one free discount on selected items . 
Quizno's, Subway. Pope yes and the Reef Seafood· 
House offer free food when you buy a meal. If 
you need a haircut, Ma~terCuts offers 20 percent 
off, plus the same discoun~ on some products. 

I wanted to try out the card, so I asked a guest 
to go with me to Rosario's Italian Restaurant, also 
on the dicount card. We skipped the pizza. because 
she is a vegetarian, so no discount. The outside 
had a nice ambiance and the menu had prices any
one on a work-study salary could afford. 

We ordered lasagna and minestrone and then 
headed for the.salad bar. I thought the salad bar 's 
selection was a little skimpy because I like to have 
extras like spinach and broccoli. My guest on the 
otht:r hand thought differently and also said the 
house dressing was quite good. My lasagna was 
delicious, but I thought it needed a little pepper. 
My guest, however, said her soup was tasty. 

The wJiter did not hover over the table, which 
was good, but she seemed to lack that "may I serve 
you'" attitude you gel at more expensive restau
rants. Overall we both thought the restaurant was 
nice. Pizza, which seems to be their mainstay-and 
the only thing discounted-looked tempting. 

Rosario's Italian Restaurant is located al 3202 
1/2 Palmer Highway in Texas City. The location 
of the other businesses can be found on the back 
of the discount card. 

Nursing instructors 
dedicated to program 
Continued from Page 1 

ing classes and _expect to be admitted to the program _in 
the near future. 

[t is important for nursing students to be able lo enroll 
because "there is a tremendous shortage of registered 
nurses in ho!.pitals right now," Dr. Reeves said. The short
age is due to having fewer instructors, possibly becaust: it 
pays more •to be a nurse than an instructor. The state re
quires 10 trainees per instructor, which severely limits the 
number of nurses graduating. Also, nursing student en
rollment is down for the entire nation. 

However, COM nursing students do not have to be con
cerned about the instructor shonage because the nursing 
faculty is committed to the college and the program. "We 
have faculty that has been with this program for a lol).g 
time and have been committed to graduating a dass of 
competent, potential nurses," Dr. Reeves said. 

When students graduate from the COM nursing pro
gram they are not licensed; the program prepares students 
to take the lice_nsing exam. Once the students complete 
the Program, they are required to takC an exit exam simi
lar to lhe licensing exam, Dr. Reeves said. The purpose of 
the exit exam is to ensure that each student has acquired 
the necessary knowledge for the licensing exam. 

Next fall 40 nursing students are expected to enroll. 
April Brandon and Darolyn Mangum contributed to ihis story. 
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Recruiters work to increase enrollment 
Continued from Page 1 ---------
ing to school so they can stay ahead of, or simply keep u~ 
with, the rapid changes in the swift economic current. 

There is another reason enrollment reached the level it 
is now. COM has attempted to increase enrollment by 
creating the Strategic Enrollment Management Team. 
Ochoa and Spanish Professor Rafael Naranjo are co-chairs 
of the recruitment half of this program. Mary Mahoney, 
Jimmy Ramos, Crystal Wright and Darryl Olivier were 
s_tudents selected to be part of the recruitment team. 

The recruiters call high school graduates and GED 
graduates and take an interest in their situations and needs. 
Ochoa said her crew "paid personal attention to people 
that contacted us by Web site." She continued, "They have 
a chance on the Web lo tell us what (programs) they want 
to get into." Contacting the SEM Team on the Web also 
is a greal way to get specific questions answered and to 
learn the best way to get the exact training desired. 

The team meets with prospective students on campus 
and gives them tours. Students are shown where every
thing is, taken to the testing center in the Student Center 
and helped wi1h financial aid located in the Administra
tion Building. The team can even help Spanish-speaking 

students. Si, se habla espaiiol. 
When asked about the trend of increasing student num

bers Ochoa said, "I hope we're on a roll." She went on to 
say that COM is a good choice because it meets student 
needs, from college credit for high school students to two
year degrees, as well as continuing education ... When 
people try it they're going to like it," she said. 

There was a $3 increase per credit hour this semester. 
·Tuition was increased primarily to make up for funding 
lost when Sterling Chemical in Texas City filed for bank
ruptcy as well as to fund Student Activities Board events 
and construction 1hal is planned for COM. 

Classes also are noticeably more crowded. COM has 
had to add classes to deal with the increase in the on
campus population. Among the added classes are math, 
English, science and re~edial classes. 

When asked what.full classes might mean to students, 
Ochoa replied it would be a good idea for students to reg
ister early "because we did have classes fill up.'" 

Early enrollment for the spring begins Nov. 26. 
For more infonnation on Strategic Enrollment Manage

ment call Ochoa at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 661. • 

Urbina museum lends artifacts to COM 
Continued from Page 1 ----------
only in Mexico but also in the United States until 1848. 
The Pieces of 8 were used to help finance the United 
States' fight against Britain in ·the Revolutionary War, 
thereby, "giving us ano1her link between United States 
and Spain," Dr. Urbina said. 

In addition, "Spanish Milled Dollars (backed by the 
Pieces of 8)" and Bilingual Dollars, which were printed 
but never put into circulation, also are on display. 

One of the mosl interesting pieces. in the collection is 
the authentic pair of saddle stirrups which date back to 

the ISOOs and ""could have been used by (Hernando) 
Cortes in his conquest," Dr. Urbina said. 

Hispanic Heritage Month is celebrated nationally from 
Sept. 15 through Oct. 15. This year's national theme is 
··Children, ttur hopefV,r the future." 

Students are encouraged to come by the library to see 
this display and 1earn about th11ir Spanish and Texas heri
tage. This display is extremely informative and, accord
ing to Dr. Urbina, can be seen nowhere but at COM. 

Dr. Urbina alsd is the founder of COM's Cinco de Mayo 
Festival, which has been a tradition for 28 years. 

College of the Mainland has telephone service for the 409 exchange and a toll free num_ber for the 
281 and 713 exchanges. The 409 number is 938-1211 and the toll free number is I (888) 258-8859. 

The fall 2001 lnterCOM staff gathers for a photo on the Learning Resource• Center Ubrary mezzanine. Staff 
members are (front row, from left) Managing Editor Aprll Brandon; (middle row, from left) James Fremont, Travt• 
Croft, Kristy Roberts, Roy Dixon; (back row, from left) Oarolyn Mangum, Mlchael K. Smith, Marena Long, Tara 
Land, Ola Kareem and Christina Weaver. Not pictured are Dale Papin, Chris D. Molli and lnterCOM advler Astrid 
H. Lowery. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
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Campus Life 

A 3..on•3 basketball tournament took place in the Gym Sept. 19. The,flrst place team was from left Mike Gogle, 
Toki Lewis and Richard Goodnight.'The second place team was Sylvestor Daniels, Justin Martinez and Daniel 
Norcross. The next 3-on-3 tournament will be held on Oct. 23 at 2 p.m. in the Gym. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM Arena Theatre now in 30th season 
By JAMES FREMONT 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Arena Theatre, now in its 
30th year, has completed the first of its six scheduled pro
ductions of the 2001-02 season. 

COM's season began with Larry Shue's The Foreigner, 
a comedy in which the main character finds himself on 
the inside of a trouble-making group. The production 
ended Sept. 30. 

The next scheduled play, Requiem for a Heavyweight 
by Rod Skrling, is the saga of a veteran prizefighter look
ing to make a living outside t~e ring; it will begin Oct. 25 
and run through Nov. 18: 

Four other productions are on tap through summer 2002. 
Ranging from Rick Lewis· The Taffetas, a piece about a 
1950s pop singing group, to more well-known produc
tions such as The Sound of Music, .theatergoers al COM 
are offered a variety of shows. From dramas to romances 
to comedies, the Arena Theatre pamphlet describes the 
productions as "professional ·qwJ.lity." 

The Taffetas will be the first 2002 play, running from -

Jan. 24 through Feb. 17. 
Following an open period of nearly two months, the 

theater will pick up again in April with The Diary of Anne 
Frank. Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett's famed ac
count of a Jewish girl hiding with her family in an 
Amsterdam, Holland, attic during the Holocaust will run 
April 4 through 28. 

The theater will follow up with a comedy that pokes 
fun at itself. !11Specting Carol,. bille,d as "an uproarious 
comedy of theater errors," runs May 30 through June 23 
and features a financially strapped theater putting on a 
show in which a needed grant from the National Endow
ment for the Arts is at stake. 

The season will end with The Sound of Music, Rodgers 
and Hammerstein's classic centering around a nun's life 
in war-torn Eulope starts July 18 and end!i Aug. l 1. 

Patrons have an opportunity to attend the five shows 
after The Foreigner for the price of four by buying sea
son tickets, which are on sale now. 

For more information or theater times, contact the box 
office at (409) 938-12ll or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, 
Ext 345. 

. . ' . . . 

College Hour provides 1 hour meeting. time 
By TARA LAND 
Staff Reporter 

Have you ever wondered why College of the Mainland 
has no classes scheduled between 12:30 and 1:30 p.m. on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays? 

Twenty years ago COM initiated College Hour which 
allows students and faculty" to get things accomplished 
without worrying about classes and events conflicting. 

The college's clubs and organizations originarly came 
up with the idea of College Hour because ii was so diffi
c'ult to schedule a time during which evcrjrone who wanted 
to take part in club or other activities would have an op
portunity to do so. 

Dr. Donald G. Bass, former dean.of Instruction and Stu
dent Development, believes that when College Hour origi
nated it was an excellent idea but now some faculty-sched
ule classes, labs and office hours during that time, which 
defeats the whole purpose. He also believes that instead 
of an hour that helps students and faculty, it is an hour 
that cau:,es strain and frustratio!).. · Dr. Bass, who now 
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teaches speech and remedial English at COM, pointed out 
that "if everyone worked together instead of against each 
other, College I lour would be succe&;ful and begin to serve 
a purpose again." 

At this lime, an evening College Hour does not exist 
for students who attend night classes. 

Dr. William T. Spillar, associate dean of Instructional 
and Student Support, would like to see something like a 
College Hour devcfoped for the evening. 

He said people who attend evening classes usually have 
full-time jobs, so they are not able to get involved in col
lege activities as much as day students. Therefore, hav
ing a,time when they could get involved with campus ac
tivities would be benefic0ial. Dr. Spillar pointed out, "We 
have to have cooperation from the faculty and students 
. because without that, anything the college puts together 
will be unsuccessful." 

College Hour has helped the students in many ways. 
The successful Welcome Kickoff held Sept. 20 as well a:,. 
the Sept. 25 panel discussion of the Sept.JI tragedy took 
place during College Hour. 

Tragedy brings more 
students to flag pole 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Students for Christ club 
sponso{ed the "Se~ You at the Flag Pole" prayer event 
Sept. 19. See You at the Flag Pole is a nationally spon
sored event backed by the National Network of Youth Min
istries. This year the national theme was Psalm 84:2, "My 
Heart anct'Flesh cry out for a living God." 

See You at the Flag Pole has been an annual event on 
most college and high school campuses since 1990. 

In 1990 a small group of Texas students, after returning 
from a religious retreat in Burleson, sent out a challenge 
across the country for fellow students to join in a prayer 
at their school's flag pole. 

BY 1998 an estimated 3 million student:-. worldwide 
joined in the flag pole prayer event , and in light of the 
recent terrorist attacks many more than 3 million partici
pated in the.annual f13cg pole prayer this year. At CQM, 
the turnout at the tlag pole was 45 people, about twice 
that of last year, said Tammy Stafford, Students for Christ 
sponsor. 

The students in Burleson chose the campus flag pole as 
the meeting place because of a flag pole's easy-to-find 
location. It has remained the central meeting point at col
leges and high school6 ever since. It was chosen so that 
all students who want to pray can easily find other stu
dents who want to join in prayer. 

Recently in a 5th Circuit Court decision, Doe vs. Santa 
Fe Independent School District, the circuit court upheld 
the prohibition of prayer before football games or school 
activities and the prohibilion of any school-sponsored 
prayer. This is why, even on the COM campus, the See 
You at the Flag Pole event must take place outside of regu
lar school hours; therefore, the prayer event started at 7 
a.m. on campuses around the country. 

we must remember that the First Amendment to the 
· Constitution, which guarantees Americans the freedom 
of religion and the right to pray, also guarantees Ameri
cans the right not to pray; however, in light of the recent 
attacks most Americans have joined in prayer for those 
victims of the tragedy of "Black Tuesday." 

President Bush .also has bridged this First Amendment 
gap somewhat by setting forth Sept. 14, as a national day 
of prayer 'and remembrance. And on Sept. 23, at Yankee 
Stadium, in New York City, ;'the House that Ruth Built" 
became a "House of Prayer." 

Stafford believes that with more student participation 
and allowing more student prayer "our children can and 
should be taught tolerance." She added that tolerance 
would make schools alld the world a safer place. 

See You at the Flag Pole is open to all students, facµlty 
and staff regardless of denomination. COM Students· for , 
Christ also is open to all denominations. The group meets 
on Tuesdays at 12:30 p.m. in the Gym, Room P-118. 

Students for Christ have upc6ming events. such as 
November·s turkey bowl, trying to knock down liters of 
Coke with frozen turkeys. 

1, COM to host Sports Day 
" "" ' ... 
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'Summer of Sequels': 
high-tech props, flops 
By DALE PEPIN 
Staff ReJ)Orter 

Another summer has passed and with its departure, so 
too have the block!:mster movies we waited fqr all year. 

If one could put a slogan to encompass the majority of 
films this summer, it would have to be "The Summer of 
Sequels." 

From the repeate.d formula of dino-terror in Jurassic 
Park Ill, to the action/comedy romp Rush Hour 2, his
tory repeats itself. 

Innocence was lost again in American Pie 2, and the 
horror genre was spoofed once more with sexual innuen
does in Scary Movie 2. 

Remakes also fought for dollars in the cineplexes with 
The Mummy Re_turns, a continuation and a homage to the 
original Mummy wi1h Boris Karloff. Charleton Heston 
wp.s replaced by Mark Walhberg in Planet of the Apes, 
with new direction from Tim Burton. 

Popular video games also graced the silver screen. 
Angelina Jolie swashbuckled her way out of peril in Tomb 
Raider, while computer-generated images saved the uni
verse in Final Fantasy. 

Granted, there were· movies that brought a fresher cam
paign, although summer isn't known for many dramas or 
abstract films. 

The Fast and the Furious.A Knight:~ Tale andA/. each 
had exciting or compelling takes on automobile racing, 
jousting and the future with robots, respectively. Pearl 
Harbor allowe,d us to revisit World War II, and this year's 
biggest moneymaker, Shrek, captivated audiences with 
its unorthodox, animated humor. 

Every year we anticipate the popcorn flicks that will 
make us laugh, astound our senses with special effects or 
just help us escape for a couple of hours-all for just $7. 

Letter to Editor 
Dr. Urbina praises InterCOM's 
journalistic professionalism 
Dear Editor: 

Allow me to express my sincere appreciation for the 
truly outstanding news cpverage that the InterCOM staff 
gave the 28th Annual Cincq de Mayo Festival held on 
the college campus May 23. Your report of this event in 
your March/April and May 2001 issues were reflective 
of the highest attributes of journalistic professionalism. 

As we file these two reports in our Cinco de Mayo ar
chives at COM, we are mindful of the fact that posterity 
will glean from your journalistic coverage a true picture 
of an event that gladdened our hearts and lifted our spir· 
its in a setting in whic-h students, faculty, staff and com
munity citizens were united in the mystic chords of jubi
lation in a celebration of th·e human spirit seeking to pre
serve its intrinsic freedom. 
!FELICIDADES! 
Dr. Manuel Urbina, chairman COM 5 de Mayo Festival 

Cartoonist plans FBI career 
By MICHAEL K SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

New InterCOM cartoonist Chris D. Malis is .a criminal 
justice major who graduated from Texas City High School 
in May. Tn the summer of 2003 Malis plans to transfer to 
Sam Houston State University in Huntsville on his way 
to a career in the FBI. 

Right now Malis is a student assistant for the ¼allege 
of the Mainland Social and Behavioral Sciences Team . 
Artwork has been his hob_by since his freshman year in 
high school. 

Malis drew the political cartoon on this page because 
he has not seen many like it, and Osama bin Laden is 
"public enemy No.I" right now. 

• 
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End of summer time brings 'fall back' 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Staff Reporter 

On Sunday,_ Oct. 28, ai 2 a.m. our clocks will again be 
set back one hour. 

Do you ever wonder why we change time forward or 
hackward or even who thought up the idea? 

The following tire just a few facts.about the cri ation of 
Daylight Saving Time, also known around the world as 
Summer Time. Even though many people say "savings," 
there is no "s" on saving since it is not used in the plural. 

Tho\J,gh a final revision to "The Uniform Time Act" 
hapi,ened as recently as 1986, the idea was, first thought 
of and v.;ritten about by Benjamin Franklin. 

The United States has been changing between Standard 
Time and Daylight Saving Time periodically since 19 t8. 
It was originally enacted during World War I as a way to 
save fuel and energy. The concept was longer days equaled 
less need for electricity. 

The uniformity of the time change came about in 1961 , 
when the Interstate Commerce Commission, also known 
as the nation 's timekeepers, did ~ phone survey across 
the country of telephone operators. 

The commission found 1hat in traveling a 35-mile stretch 
of Route 2, between West Virginia and Ohio, a person 

would have to reset his watch seven times. This led to the 
creation of"The Uniform Time Act of 1966." 

In 1986 President Ronald Reagan amended the Act into 
what we follow ioday, "spring fotward" one hour on the 
first Sunday in April and "fall back" one hour on the last 
Sunday in October (generally known by college students 
as the extra party hour). · 

Sev.eral Americim slates and territbries still do not ad
here to the time changes. They are Hawaii; American Sa· 
illoa; Guam; Puerto Rico; the Virgin Islands; the eastern 
time zone of Indiana; and Arizona, with the exception of 
the Navajo reservations. 

This is by n~ means the complete history of how the 
time changes came about; there are far too many facts to 
list in a brief article. 

But let me leave you with this question, brought to light 
in the British Parliament by Lord Balfour in 1916, with 
regard to royalty. 

If a woman of royal blood is pregnant and carrying twfo 
sons, and the first son is born minutes before the 1 a.m. 
time change (Britain changes at 1 a.m. instead of 2 a.m,), 
and the second son is born 20 minutes later, alld it is now 
midnight again, who is older, the first-born who is now 
second, or the second who is now first? 

And most importantly who.inherits the family Wealth? 

Layering Veils displays unique energy 
By MICHAEL K SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Art Gallery has the art
work of rertowned Houston artist Ibsen Espad.,a on dis
play from Sept. 19 through Oct. 24 to coincide with His
panic Heritage Month observed Sept. 15 Jhrough Oct.IS. 

The exhibit, layering Veils, shows Espada's distinctive 
style of abstract expressionism. Using s'trong colors, flow
ing organic shapes and distinct lines, Espada creates com
plex images with independent levels of action that carry 
their Own unique energy. 

At the opening receplion,. Espada took visitors through 
a slide lecture that demonstrated the changes in his style 
as his career progressed. 

In recent paintings Espada reuses and juxtap6ses parts 
from older paintings, enabling him in a single piece to 
define the history of his work. His work is so3ked on or 
into specially prepared rice paper, then .iffixe'd to canvas. 

Espada describes his attwork as festive, colorful, non
bbjective, non-hori2;9~ painting, which.ha~ been strongl~ 

• 

influenced by cubism. 
The artist was raised in Puerto Rico, and at age 13, be

gan studying under exiled Cuban muralist Rolando Lopez 
Dirube. Espada soon decided to make art his life and re
ceived a bachelor of fine arts degree iii arts and humani
ties from Sacred Heart College in Puerto Rico. 

In 1988 Espada 's art was included in the Houston Mu
seuin of Fine Arts, Direction and Diversity; works in the 
museum's permanent collection. Espada's work can also 
he found in museum:-. from Beaumont to Fort Worth. 

COM students as well as faculty and staff should make 
every effort to enjoy the gallery. In this world of high 
speed entertamment people have forgotten how to slow 
down, study and appreciate artwork. 

Art Gallery Director Janet Hassinger urges students to 
visit occasionally. "Students don't realize," Hassinger said, 
"that although there is not much art or fine places to view 
it in this area (Texas City), they have a fine gallery right 
under their noses.'' 

"' For more infonnation call Hassinger at (409) 938·12i'l, 
or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Exts. 354/348. 

• 
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Free movie showing 
Shrek, Oct. 19, 20 
By TARA LAND 
Staff Reporter 

Set in a strange colorful land, populated by fairy-tale 
characters, Shrek is a hilarious movie that will delight 
children and adults of all ages. 

If you missed this comedy in the theater or would like 
to see it again, College of the Mainland is offering a free 
showing of Shrek, Friday, Oct. 19, and Saturday, Oct. 20, 
in the Leaming Resources Center Auditorium, L-131, at 
7 p.m. both nights. 

Shrek (voice by Mike Meyers) is a fearsome green ogre 
living in isolation. But when power-hungry Lord Farqua.ad 
(voice by John Lithgow) turns Shrek's private swamp into 
a relocation camp for rejected fairy-tale characters, 
Shrek's quiet introverted life gets flipped upside down. 

Joined by the loud-mout~ed, talkative donkey (voice 
by Eddie Murphy), Shrek makes his way to Farquaad's 
kingdom to demand his homeland back .. Farquaad agrees 
only if Sht:ek will go on a quest to free Prince:;:; Fiona 
(voice by Cameron Diaz) from her remote dragon-guarded 
castle and convince her to marry Farquaad. 

On their quest, Shrek and the donkey run into many 
obstacles, and Shrek find~ himself realizing that he isn't 
quite the fearsome monster he always thought he was. 

_Reinventing the traditional fairy-tale adventure on a 
quest to rescue the princess, Shrek features creative com- · 
puter animation, a unique sense of humor and many in
teresting characters. 

This free showing, sponsored by the COM Student 
Activities Board, is a movie that no one, adults and chil
dren alike should miss. 

More tutoring hours offered at cent~r 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland Humanities Team is 
doing it again. That's right, tutorials are being offered 
again tltls semester in the Writing Center. 

In spring 2001 the Writing C,;:nter moved from Suite 
B of the Learning Resources Center to the mezzanine 
upstairs in the LRC library. This move has proved to 
be a success for not only the center, but for students 
as well. According to Dr. Gilchrist White, English pro
fessor and director of the Writing Center, three times 
the number of students took advantage of the center 
in the spring semester than in the previous semester 
when tutorials where offered in professors' offices. 

"I am encouraged by the number of students who 
have alri:ady taken advantage of our services," Dr. 
White said, indicating that a large number of students 
have already visited the center this semester: 

The services the Writing Center offers are not lim
ited to English papers only. Professors are willing to 
help with papers on any topic for any subject, Dr. White 
said. They also are willing to assist students with ap
plication letters to four year universities or professional 
programs when they leave COM. 

Dr. White hopes that more shtdents will bring their 
writing assignments to the center for help. 

Center services include help with brainstorming 
ideas, focusing on a topic, clarifying ideas, organiza
tion, development, grammar, punctuation, spelling and 
the mechanics of writing. 

English professors will give honest feedback about 
papers and work with students on a regular basis to 
help them overcome specific weaknesses and to de
velop their writing strengths. Professors will not edit 
papers, rewrite sentences, discuss grades given by a 
professor, predict grades or provide topics for papers. 

A developmental writing lab is offered in the Learn
ing Assistance Center, L-248 in the LRC. These tuto
rials help students with grammar and mechanical prob
lems. Computer-aided instruction also is available. 

Writing Center hours 'tHis fall are Mondays 9:30 
a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Tuesdays 8 a.m.-3 p.m.; Wednesdays 
8:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.; Thursdays 9 a.m.-1 p.m. and 3 
p.m.-5:30 p.m.; and Fridays 9 a.m.-noon. 

Hours for the developmental writing lab are Mon-: 
days through Thursdays 8 a.m.·9:20 p.m. and Satur
days 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.in. 

Unfortunately, the Writing Center cannot be staffed 
during the evenings or on Saturdays. The Humanities 
Team, however, is hoping to get funding to hire tutors 
to extend center hours, Dr. White said. 

For students unable to visit the center, an e-mail 
address is avaiJable. Students may e-mail specific 
questions concerning their papers to the center at 
<writingcenter@mail.mainland.cc.tx.1:1s>. They 
should not e~mail an entire paper without addressing 
specific concerns. Dr. White hopes to respond to e
mails within 24 hours. 

For more information call (409) 938-1211 or toll 
free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 220, Writing Center, or 
Ext. 218, developmental writing lab. 

Writer, activist present Nobody Particular at COM 
By CHRISTINA WEAVER 
Staff Reporter 

What does someone who wanted to sink a shrimp boat 
have in common with someone who writes children's 
books? They have a shared story. 

After establishing her career as a children's author and 
illustrator, Molly Bang, a Pennsylvania resident, decided 
to write about somebody who ·~ade a difference. She 
chose Diane Wilson, a well•known environmenta_l activ
ist whose. major contribution is cleaning up the bays in 
the Texas counties of Calhoun, JaCkson and Victoria, as 
the heroine in her latest book, Nobody Particular. 

"I'm not your typical activist or outspoken person," 
Wilson said. 

As a fourth generation fisherman, Wilson spent most 
of her time in the water. She was very shy-natured and 
always "wanted to get away from people." Upon reading 
an article in the Associated Press, Wilson found out that 
the county where she lived was No. I in ground and wa
ter contamination, and she was outraged. 

"I couldn't Jive with myself if I didn't do something 
with that informatfon," Wilson said. "lt's real important 
to act on your best instincts." 

Wilson battled with the major polluter in hbr county
Formosa Plastic Corporation-for a long time before she 
saw any action. She went to extremes to get heard. in
cluding petitioning, picketing, demonstrating and stag
ing 12-30 day hunger strikes. 

Wilson decided to sink her own shrimp boat on the 
plant's waste stream as a pionument to their pollution. 
Unfortunately, the Coast Guard stopped her, threatening 
her with a charge of environmental terrorism which leads 
to 18 years in prison or a $500,000 fine. Most people 
thought she was crazy. 

At times, Wilson agreed with them. 
"On some of th.ese issues, you really have to get fa- . 

natic," Wilson said. "Why should you play by the rules 
when they control the rule book?" 
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Eventually, Wilson said Formosa got tired of her and 
agreed to do a study on recycling their waste. The plant 
ended up adopting a Zero Discharge Policy, which means 
they now recycle their waste instead of dumping it into 
the bay. Many other refineries in the area followed 
Formosa's lead 3:nd now, after a decade and a half, Wil
son is working on her 100th plant. 

"I tend to believe it was destiny/' Wilson said. 
Wilson has won several awards for her activism includ

ing the Mother Jones' "Hellraiser of the Month" and the 
Giraffe Award for "sticking her neck out." 

Because Wilson's story was so controversial, Bang had 
trouble finding a publisher. After months of searching, she 
eventually found one who allowed her a 48-page book. 

She read all the newspaper articles and gathered all of 
the info~ation she could about Wilson's battle to save 
the bay. Bang found so much information that she had a 
hard time condensing the book to only 48 pages. 

After working on the book for six or seven moo.tbs, Bang 
eventually decided to divide the book into two sections, 
the actual story and the ecosystem of the bay. 

Nobody Particular tells Wilson's story in black and 
white comic book style. 

"'I think.black and white is more dramatic, so I used it 
for Diane's story,.'' Bang said. To add a realistic touch to 
the true story, Bang added colored borders featuring pic
tures of the bay's ecosystem around the comic strips. And 
why the title Nobody Particular? Wilson chose it. 

"I don't represent just myself," she said. "{ represent 
everyone. I am nobody panicular." 

Besides Nobody Particular, Bang has written more t~n 
20 children's books and won various awards for her work. 
These awards include 13 Caldecott awards and the first 
Givemy award for a children's sciCnce book titled Com
mon Ground. 

Bang and Wilson visited College of the Mainland on 
Sept. 11. The two Shared their stories in two ~ssions, one 
at 11 a.m. and another at 7:15 p.m. Both sessions were 
held in the Leaming Resources Center Auditorium. L-131. 
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At the beginning of the program, economics Professor 
Bob Young hdd a·discussion with Bang about her book 
and Wilson about her activism. Then Bang gave a slide 
show that illustrated the process she went through in or
der to create Nobody Particular. When the slideshow was 
over, Bang and Wilson autographed copies of their book. 

Bang's Nobody Particular, as well as her other 
children's books, are availilble at local bookstores. Vid
eos of the presentation arc available in the Media Ser
vices section of the COM library. 

For more ipfomfation on the writings of Bang, visit her 
Web site at <www.mollybang.com>. 

Author and Illustrator Molly Bang apeaka to the audl· 
ence Sept. 11 In a discussion about her book, N_obody 
Particular, which features Diane Wilson as the herione. 
'Two sessions were held In the LRC Auditorium, L-131, 
11 a.m. anjl 7:15 p.m. (Photo by Christina Weaver) 
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Patricia Jackson, director of Career Services, 
assists COM student Jeremy Thibodeaux In the 
Career Services area in the Student Center. 
Jackson will hold a Choosing a Career work
shop Oct. 23. (Photo by April Brandon) 

Jackson offers 
career assistance 
ByMARETTAWNG 
Staff Reparter 

Even though they may have been in school for 
some time, many College of the Mainland students 
are undecided about their majors. 

Two types of students currently are attending 
COM: those who are unsure of the direction to 
lake toward a career, and those who simply are 
tired of continuing dbing what they have been 
doing job wise prior to enrollment at COM. 

Patricia Jackson, director of Career Services, is 
here to assist students in getting started on their 
road to success. Jackson, whom people may know 
better as Williams (she recently married), is no 
stranger to the education system. She received her 
bachelor's degree in English at the University of 
New Orleans and then received her master's de
gr:ee at Xavier U~iversity of Louisiana. 

When asked about her roles and responSibili
ties for the ongoing success of COM students, 
Jackson sai~, "Bottom line: the students are my 
No. 1 responsibility and my No. 1 concern." 

Not only does Jack.son assist students in the ca
reer decision-making process, which is primarily 
initiated by the stuclents, but she also offers assiS· 
tance in writing resumes, whiCh students can then 
choose to present to employers. Jackson does not 
place students in jobs, but she does assist with the 
process of obtain'ing employment. 

The director also helps students in completing 
career exp!Qration by providing classes on Job 
Readiness as well as assisting them with prepar
ing for job interviews by giving accurate job mar
ket information. 

Jackson, whose office is located on the second 
floor of the Student Center in Room SC-212, en
courages students to use the tools and equipment 
that have been provided for them, such as career 
catalogs and books·, the Myers Briggs Type Indi
cator and job listings. 

For more information contact Jackson at (409) 
938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 529. 
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New traffic regulations now, in effect 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Several driving-related laws went into effect Sept. 1, 
having been passed by lhe Texas Legislature this sum
mer. 

One driving-related Jaw that_ has received much atten
tion is House Bill 5, which now makes it illegal to have 
an open container of alcohol in the passenger compart
ment of the vehicle. HB 5 also increased penalties for 
driving while intoxicated. The law now states that if the 
driver receives a second DWI within five years. he will 
receive an automatic one year suspension of his driver 's 
liceAse and must have an ignition interlock-a machine 
that reads the driver's alcohol level-installed in his ve
hicle for the full year follOwing the suspension. Other 
new driving laws include the following: 

* HB 63: Increases the driver's -license suspension from 
three to six months for a first-time offender who refuses 
to take or fails the breath test. The arresting office.r will 
confiscate the driver's license on the spot. This law also 
applies lo the Administrative License Revocation laws 

con~ming boating while intoxicated if the suspect refuses 
a breath test. 

" SB 399: Prohibits children under 18 from riding in 
the back of a pickup or flatbed truck. If the pickup or 
flatbed truck is the only family vehicle the driver is ex
empt. Also exempt are government-sanctioned hayrides. 

• SB 113: Requires children under 4, or less than 36 
inches tall, to be reStrained in an approved car seat. It also 
requires all children 4 to 16 to use seatbelts anywhere in 
the vehicle. The bi II also spcc'ifies that the seatbelt laws 
apply to trucks. including 1-ton pickups. Another law. HB 
1739, increases the minimum fine for violating the car 
seat law from $25 to $100. 

* SB 968: Establishes a si.x-mon1h driver's license sus
pension for a second conviction of gas theft. 

• SB 214:Abolishes the statue of limitations for leav
ing the scene of a fatal accident. 

. * HB 2134: Creates a specific offense for operating a 
motor vehicle emitting excessive smoke that is visible for 
at least 10 seconds. 

The text to these new laws and other laws can be found 
at <wWw.capitol.state.lx.us.com>; select enrolled version. 

Tai Chi exercise for mind, body, sp.irit 
By TARA LAND 
Staff Reporter 

With so many Americans out of shape and overv.,-eight, 
people are always looking for a new form of exercise. 
But with so many different exercise techniques available, 
people are not sure what will help them get healthy and 
stay healthy, or what is just another exercise fad. 

Tai Chi, a form of exercise that people believe is relax·· 
ing and beneficial, has been around for quite some time. 

To get people acquainted with Tai Chi, College of the 
Mainland held a workshop Sept. 12. This unique form of 
exercise teaches a person bow to stretch muscles and heal 
any recent or old injuries he or she may have. 

The introductory class drew a variety of people, from 
the person who wanted a good, relaxing-exercise, to the 
persori who just wanted to learn more about the technique. , 

Evalyn Gibson said of the workshop: "I was attracted 
to the Tai Chi workshop because I needed a good form of 
exercise at a slower pace. I have tried yoga and the many 
Other laid-back exercise classes, but I did not enjoy them; 
so I was hoping that this would be a class that would 

benefit me, and that I would enjoy." Gibson said she might 
join the senior citizens' class that Jason Hunt, who taught 
the workshop, is currently teaching in the Clear Creek area. 

Jack Helton, another participant, s8.id: "I was attracted 
to this wdrkstfbp because of the many years I have in mar. 
tial arts tr4ining. I also had lo have surgery on both knees, 
so I needed something that would help heal my knees, but 
not put too m~ch strain on them." 

The cl,\SS also attracted people like Megan Perry who 
came because of her love for different types of activities. 
fifteen people, ranging in age from 18 to 84, attended. 

Hunt, who has been teaching Tai Chi for 10 years, ex
plained how Tai Chi helps a person's body by stretching 
tile muscles, building strength in the bones, calming the 
nerves and cleansing the body of daily toxins. Advanced 
Tai Chi also teaches forms of self-defense movements. 

"Many pe.ople enjoy the Tai Chi classes because of the 
beautiful dance·like movements that are involved," said 

, Hunt, who took seven years of Tai Chi before teaching it. 
A sjx-week Tai Chi class beg!ns Nov. 2 at 6:45 p.m. in. 

the COM Gym. For more infomation call (409) 938-1211 
or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 422. 

COM adds Mexican Ballet Folklorico Dance 
By KRISTY ROBEIITS 
Staff Reporter 

A.Mexican Ballet Folklorico Dance course was added 
this fall lo the curriculum of the Continuing Education 
program at College of the Mainland. 

The first group of children were taught the initial two
we~k basics by Professor Oscar Viveros of Huitzuco, 
Guerro, Mexico, with the final four weeks being taught 
by local instructors. 

Hilda Toires is currently the director for the Mexican 
Ballet Folklorico dance troupe. The class practices every 
Tuesday and Thursday at 5:30 p.m. at the Nessler Civic 
Center in Texas City. Classes are open to children of all 
heritages, ages 4 to 18, and new students are currently 

being accepted. 
Since the national theme for this year's Hispanic Heri

~ tage Month centers around children being the hope of the 
future, festive dances, such as the Mexican Hat Dance and 
the Ribbon Dance are taught to the children. 

Members of the dance class, which began this past July, 
became the Mexican Ballet Folklorico dance troupe. The 
troupe performed this September on Sixth Street in Texas 
City for the city's 90th birthday celebration, and at Main
land Bank in Texas City for the kickoff of Hispanic Heri
tage Month, which began Sept. 15 and ends Oct. 15. 

For children interested in joining the troupe, contact 
Torres at (409) 948-6211, or the Continuing Educarion 
depa~ment at COM at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 264. 

Open, forum allows students to speak their minds 
Are you shy? A little afraid to speak your mind? Or 

maybe you know what to say, but never are given a chance 
to say it? Well, here's-your chance. 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board 
is holding a Student Concerns Forum in the Student Cen· 
ter Oct. 25 at 12:30 p.m. The forum gives. students an 
opportunity to voice their opinions and concerQs. 

Don't worry.about your words falling on deaf ears be
cause COM president, Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes, and 

• 

all three vice-presidents (Pamela Davenport, Student Af
fairs; James Tempter, Instruction; and Dr. Henry D. Pope, 
College and Financial ServicCs) will be present. 

Students arc invited to bring sack lunches. 
"We've been trying to get students to have a chance to 

give their comments for years," said Maryann Urick, Stu
dent Activities Board sponsor. So make sure to attend. You 
may walk away extremely satisfied with a weight lifted 
from your shou~ders. 
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Free movie showing 
Shrek, Oct. 19, 20 
By TARA LAND 
Staff Reporter 

Set in a strange colorful land, populated by fairy-tale 
characters, Shrek is a hilarious movie that will delight 
children and adults of all ages. 

If you missed this comedy in the theater or would like 
to see it again, College of the Mainland is offering a free 
showing of Shrek, Friday, Oct. 19, and Saturday, Oct. 20, 
in the Leaming Resources Center Auditorium, L-131, at 
7 p.m. both nights. 

Shrek (voice by Mike Meyers) is a fearsome green ogre 
living in isolation. But when power-hungry Lord Farqua.ad 
(voice by John Lithgow) turns Shrek's private swamp into 
a relocation camp for rejected fairy-tale characters, 
Shrek's quiet introverted life gets flipped upside down. 

Joined by the loud-mout~ed, talkative donkey (voice 
by Eddie Murphy), Shrek makes his way to Farquaad's 
kingdom to demand his homeland back .. Farquaad agrees 
only if Sht:ek will go on a quest to free Prince:;:; Fiona 
(voice by Cameron Diaz) from her remote dragon-guarded 
castle and convince her to marry Farquaad. 

On their quest, Shrek and the donkey run into many 
obstacles, and Shrek find~ himself realizing that he isn't 
quite the fearsome monster he always thought he was. 

_Reinventing the traditional fairy-tale adventure on a 
quest to rescue the princess, Shrek features creative com- · 
puter animation, a unique sense of humor and many in
teresting characters. 

This free showing, sponsored by the COM Student 
Activities Board, is a movie that no one, adults and chil
dren alike should miss. 

More tutoring hours offered at cent~r 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland Humanities Team is 
doing it again. That's right, tutorials are being offered 
again tltls semester in the Writing Center. 

In spring 2001 the Writing C,;:nter moved from Suite 
B of the Learning Resources Center to the mezzanine 
upstairs in the LRC library. This move has proved to 
be a success for not only the center, but for students 
as well. According to Dr. Gilchrist White, English pro
fessor and director of the Writing Center, three times 
the number of students took advantage of the center 
in the spring semester than in the previous semester 
when tutorials where offered in professors' offices. 

"I am encouraged by the number of students who 
have alri:ady taken advantage of our services," Dr. 
White said, indicating that a large number of students 
have already visited the center this semester: 

The services the Writing Center offers are not lim
ited to English papers only. Professors are willing to 
help with papers on any topic for any subject, Dr. White 
said. They also are willing to assist students with ap
plication letters to four year universities or professional 
programs when they leave COM. 

Dr. White hopes that more shtdents will bring their 
writing assignments to the center for help. 

Center services include help with brainstorming 
ideas, focusing on a topic, clarifying ideas, organiza
tion, development, grammar, punctuation, spelling and 
the mechanics of writing. 

English professors will give honest feedback about 
papers and work with students on a regular basis to 
help them overcome specific weaknesses and to de
velop their writing strengths. Professors will not edit 
papers, rewrite sentences, discuss grades given by a 
professor, predict grades or provide topics for papers. 

A developmental writing lab is offered in the Learn
ing Assistance Center, L-248 in the LRC. These tuto
rials help students with grammar and mechanical prob
lems. Computer-aided instruction also is available. 

Writing Center hours 'tHis fall are Mondays 9:30 
a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Tuesdays 8 a.m.-3 p.m.; Wednesdays 
8:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.; Thursdays 9 a.m.-1 p.m. and 3 
p.m.-5:30 p.m.; and Fridays 9 a.m.-noon. 

Hours for the developmental writing lab are Mon-: 
days through Thursdays 8 a.m.·9:20 p.m. and Satur
days 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.in. 

Unfortunately, the Writing Center cannot be staffed 
during the evenings or on Saturdays. The Humanities 
Team, however, is hoping to get funding to hire tutors 
to extend center hours, Dr. White said. 

For students unable to visit the center, an e-mail 
address is avaiJable. Students may e-mail specific 
questions concerning their papers to the center at 
<writingcenter@mail.mainland.cc.tx.1:1s>. They 
should not e~mail an entire paper without addressing 
specific concerns. Dr. White hopes to respond to e
mails within 24 hours. 

For more information call (409) 938-1211 or toll 
free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 220, Writing Center, or 
Ext. 218, developmental writing lab. 

Writer, activist present Nobody Particular at COM 
By CHRISTINA WEAVER 
Staff Reporter 

What does someone who wanted to sink a shrimp boat 
have in common with someone who writes children's 
books? They have a shared story. 

After establishing her career as a children's author and 
illustrator, Molly Bang, a Pennsylvania resident, decided 
to write about somebody who ·~ade a difference. She 
chose Diane Wilson, a well•known environmenta_l activ
ist whose. major contribution is cleaning up the bays in 
the Texas counties of Calhoun, JaCkson and Victoria, as 
the heroine in her latest book, Nobody Particular. 

"I'm not your typical activist or outspoken person," 
Wilson said. 

As a fourth generation fisherman, Wilson spent most 
of her time in the water. She was very shy-natured and 
always "wanted to get away from people." Upon reading 
an article in the Associated Press, Wilson found out that 
the county where she lived was No. I in ground and wa
ter contamination, and she was outraged. 

"I couldn't Jive with myself if I didn't do something 
with that informatfon," Wilson said. "lt's real important 
to act on your best instincts." 

Wilson battled with the major polluter in hbr county
Formosa Plastic Corporation-for a long time before she 
saw any action. She went to extremes to get heard. in
cluding petitioning, picketing, demonstrating and stag
ing 12-30 day hunger strikes. 

Wilson decided to sink her own shrimp boat on the 
plant's waste stream as a pionument to their pollution. 
Unfortunately, the Coast Guard stopped her, threatening 
her with a charge of environmental terrorism which leads 
to 18 years in prison or a $500,000 fine. Most people 
thought she was crazy. 

At times, Wilson agreed with them. 
"On some of th.ese issues, you really have to get fa- . 

natic," Wilson said. "Why should you play by the rules 
when they control the rule book?" 

• 

• 

Eventually, Wilson said Formosa got tired of her and 
agreed to do a study on recycling their waste. The plant 
ended up adopting a Zero Discharge Policy, which means 
they now recycle their waste instead of dumping it into 
the bay. Many other refineries in the area followed 
Formosa's lead 3:nd now, after a decade and a half, Wil
son is working on her 100th plant. 

"I tend to believe it was destiny/' Wilson said. 
Wilson has won several awards for her activism includ

ing the Mother Jones' "Hellraiser of the Month" and the 
Giraffe Award for "sticking her neck out." 

Because Wilson's story was so controversial, Bang had 
trouble finding a publisher. After months of searching, she 
eventually found one who allowed her a 48-page book. 

She read all the newspaper articles and gathered all of 
the info~ation she could about Wilson's battle to save 
the bay. Bang found so much information that she had a 
hard time condensing the book to only 48 pages. 

After working on the book for six or seven moo.tbs, Bang 
eventually decided to divide the book into two sections, 
the actual story and the ecosystem of the bay. 

Nobody Particular tells Wilson's story in black and 
white comic book style. 

"'I think.black and white is more dramatic, so I used it 
for Diane's story,.'' Bang said. To add a realistic touch to 
the true story, Bang added colored borders featuring pic
tures of the bay's ecosystem around the comic strips. And 
why the title Nobody Particular? Wilson chose it. 

"I don't represent just myself," she said. "{ represent 
everyone. I am nobody panicular." 

Besides Nobody Particular, Bang has written more t~n 
20 children's books and won various awards for her work. 
These awards include 13 Caldecott awards and the first 
Givemy award for a children's sciCnce book titled Com
mon Ground. 

Bang and Wilson visited College of the Mainland on 
Sept. 11. The two Shared their stories in two ~ssions, one 
at 11 a.m. and another at 7:15 p.m. Both sessions were 
held in the Leaming Resources Center Auditorium. L-131. 

I 

At the beginning of the program, economics Professor 
Bob Young hdd a·discussion with Bang about her book 
and Wilson about her activism. Then Bang gave a slide 
show that illustrated the process she went through in or
der to create Nobody Particular. When the slideshow was 
over, Bang and Wilson autographed copies of their book. 

Bang's Nobody Particular, as well as her other 
children's books, are availilble at local bookstores. Vid
eos of the presentation arc available in the Media Ser
vices section of the COM library. 

For more ipfomfation on the writings of Bang, visit her 
Web site at <www.mollybang.com>. 

Author and Illustrator Molly Bang apeaka to the audl· 
ence Sept. 11 In a discussion about her book, N_obody 
Particular, which features Diane Wilson as the herione. 
'Two sessions were held In the LRC Auditorium, L-131, 
11 a.m. anjl 7:15 p.m. (Photo by Christina Weaver) 
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Patricia Jackson, director of Career Services, 
assists COM student Jeremy Thibodeaux In the 
Career Services area in the Student Center. 
Jackson will hold a Choosing a Career work
shop Oct. 23. (Photo by April Brandon) 

Jackson offers 
career assistance 
ByMARETTAWNG 
Staff Reparter 

Even though they may have been in school for 
some time, many College of the Mainland students 
are undecided about their majors. 

Two types of students currently are attending 
COM: those who are unsure of the direction to 
lake toward a career, and those who simply are 
tired of continuing dbing what they have been 
doing job wise prior to enrollment at COM. 

Patricia Jackson, director of Career Services, is 
here to assist students in getting started on their 
road to success. Jackson, whom people may know 
better as Williams (she recently married), is no 
stranger to the education system. She received her 
bachelor's degree in English at the University of 
New Orleans and then received her master's de
gr:ee at Xavier U~iversity of Louisiana. 

When asked about her roles and responSibili
ties for the ongoing success of COM students, 
Jackson sai~, "Bottom line: the students are my 
No. 1 responsibility and my No. 1 concern." 

Not only does Jack.son assist students in the ca
reer decision-making process, which is primarily 
initiated by the stuclents, but she also offers assiS· 
tance in writing resumes, whiCh students can then 
choose to present to employers. Jackson does not 
place students in jobs, but she does assist with the 
process of obtain'ing employment. 

The director also helps students in completing 
career exp!Qration by providing classes on Job 
Readiness as well as assisting them with prepar
ing for job interviews by giving accurate job mar
ket information. 

Jackson, whose office is located on the second 
floor of the Student Center in Room SC-212, en
courages students to use the tools and equipment 
that have been provided for them, such as career 
catalogs and books·, the Myers Briggs Type Indi
cator and job listings. 

For more information contact Jackson at (409) 
938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 529. 

• 
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New traffic regulations now, in effect 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Several driving-related laws went into effect Sept. 1, 
having been passed by lhe Texas Legislature this sum
mer. 

One driving-related Jaw that_ has received much atten
tion is House Bill 5, which now makes it illegal to have 
an open container of alcohol in the passenger compart
ment of the vehicle. HB 5 also increased penalties for 
driving while intoxicated. The law now states that if the 
driver receives a second DWI within five years. he will 
receive an automatic one year suspension of his driver 's 
liceAse and must have an ignition interlock-a machine 
that reads the driver's alcohol level-installed in his ve
hicle for the full year follOwing the suspension. Other 
new driving laws include the following: 

* HB 63: Increases the driver's -license suspension from 
three to six months for a first-time offender who refuses 
to take or fails the breath test. The arresting office.r will 
confiscate the driver's license on the spot. This law also 
applies lo the Administrative License Revocation laws 

con~ming boating while intoxicated if the suspect refuses 
a breath test. 

" SB 399: Prohibits children under 18 from riding in 
the back of a pickup or flatbed truck. If the pickup or 
flatbed truck is the only family vehicle the driver is ex
empt. Also exempt are government-sanctioned hayrides. 

• SB 113: Requires children under 4, or less than 36 
inches tall, to be reStrained in an approved car seat. It also 
requires all children 4 to 16 to use seatbelts anywhere in 
the vehicle. The bi II also spcc'ifies that the seatbelt laws 
apply to trucks. including 1-ton pickups. Another law. HB 
1739, increases the minimum fine for violating the car 
seat law from $25 to $100. 

* SB 968: Establishes a si.x-mon1h driver's license sus
pension for a second conviction of gas theft. 

• SB 214:Abolishes the statue of limitations for leav
ing the scene of a fatal accident. 

. * HB 2134: Creates a specific offense for operating a 
motor vehicle emitting excessive smoke that is visible for 
at least 10 seconds. 

The text to these new laws and other laws can be found 
at <wWw.capitol.state.lx.us.com>; select enrolled version. 

Tai Chi exercise for mind, body, sp.irit 
By TARA LAND 
Staff Reporter 

With so many Americans out of shape and overv.,-eight, 
people are always looking for a new form of exercise. 
But with so many different exercise techniques available, 
people are not sure what will help them get healthy and 
stay healthy, or what is just another exercise fad. 

Tai Chi, a form of exercise that people believe is relax·· 
ing and beneficial, has been around for quite some time. 

To get people acquainted with Tai Chi, College of the 
Mainland held a workshop Sept. 12. This unique form of 
exercise teaches a person bow to stretch muscles and heal 
any recent or old injuries he or she may have. 

The introductory class drew a variety of people, from 
the person who wanted a good, relaxing-exercise, to the 
persori who just wanted to learn more about the technique. , 

Evalyn Gibson said of the workshop: "I was attracted 
to the Tai Chi workshop because I needed a good form of 
exercise at a slower pace. I have tried yoga and the many 
Other laid-back exercise classes, but I did not enjoy them; 
so I was hoping that this would be a class that would 

benefit me, and that I would enjoy." Gibson said she might 
join the senior citizens' class that Jason Hunt, who taught 
the workshop, is currently teaching in the Clear Creek area. 

Jack Helton, another participant, s8.id: "I was attracted 
to this wdrkstfbp because of the many years I have in mar. 
tial arts tr4ining. I also had lo have surgery on both knees, 
so I needed something that would help heal my knees, but 
not put too m~ch strain on them." 

The cl,\SS also attracted people like Megan Perry who 
came because of her love for different types of activities. 
fifteen people, ranging in age from 18 to 84, attended. 

Hunt, who has been teaching Tai Chi for 10 years, ex
plained how Tai Chi helps a person's body by stretching 
tile muscles, building strength in the bones, calming the 
nerves and cleansing the body of daily toxins. Advanced 
Tai Chi also teaches forms of self-defense movements. 

"Many pe.ople enjoy the Tai Chi classes because of the 
beautiful dance·like movements that are involved," said 

, Hunt, who took seven years of Tai Chi before teaching it. 
A sjx-week Tai Chi class beg!ns Nov. 2 at 6:45 p.m. in. 

the COM Gym. For more infomation call (409) 938-1211 
or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 422. 

COM adds Mexican Ballet Folklorico Dance 
By KRISTY ROBEIITS 
Staff Reporter 

A.Mexican Ballet Folklorico Dance course was added 
this fall lo the curriculum of the Continuing Education 
program at College of the Mainland. 

The first group of children were taught the initial two
we~k basics by Professor Oscar Viveros of Huitzuco, 
Guerro, Mexico, with the final four weeks being taught 
by local instructors. 

Hilda Toires is currently the director for the Mexican 
Ballet Folklorico dance troupe. The class practices every 
Tuesday and Thursday at 5:30 p.m. at the Nessler Civic 
Center in Texas City. Classes are open to children of all 
heritages, ages 4 to 18, and new students are currently 

being accepted. 
Since the national theme for this year's Hispanic Heri

~ tage Month centers around children being the hope of the 
future, festive dances, such as the Mexican Hat Dance and 
the Ribbon Dance are taught to the children. 

Members of the dance class, which began this past July, 
became the Mexican Ballet Folklorico dance troupe. The 
troupe performed this September on Sixth Street in Texas 
City for the city's 90th birthday celebration, and at Main
land Bank in Texas City for the kickoff of Hispanic Heri
tage Month, which began Sept. 15 and ends Oct. 15. 

For children interested in joining the troupe, contact 
Torres at (409) 948-6211, or the Continuing Educarion 
depa~ment at COM at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 264. 

Open, forum allows students to speak their minds 
Are you shy? A little afraid to speak your mind? Or 

maybe you know what to say, but never are given a chance 
to say it? Well, here's-your chance. 

The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board 
is holding a Student Concerns Forum in the Student Cen· 
ter Oct. 25 at 12:30 p.m. The forum gives. students an 
opportunity to voice their opinions and concerQs. 

Don't worry.about your words falling on deaf ears be
cause COM president, Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes, and 

• 

all three vice-presidents (Pamela Davenport, Student Af
fairs; James Tempter, Instruction; and Dr. Henry D. Pope, 
College and Financial ServicCs) will be present. 

Students arc invited to bring sack lunches. 
"We've been trying to get students to have a chance to 

give their comments for years," said Maryann Urick, Stu
dent Activities Board sponsor. So make sure to attend. You 
may walk away extremely satisfied with a weight lifted 
from your shou~ders. 
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A 3..on•3 basketball tournament took place in the Gym Sept. 19. The,flrst place team was from left Mike Gogle, 
Toki Lewis and Richard Goodnight.'The second place team was Sylvestor Daniels, Justin Martinez and Daniel 
Norcross. The next 3-on-3 tournament will be held on Oct. 23 at 2 p.m. in the Gym. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

COM Arena Theatre now in 30th season 
By JAMES FREMONT 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Arena Theatre, now in its 
30th year, has completed the first of its six scheduled pro
ductions of the 2001-02 season. 

COM's season began with Larry Shue's The Foreigner, 
a comedy in which the main character finds himself on 
the inside of a trouble-making group. The production 
ended Sept. 30. 

The next scheduled play, Requiem for a Heavyweight 
by Rod Skrling, is the saga of a veteran prizefighter look
ing to make a living outside t~e ring; it will begin Oct. 25 
and run through Nov. 18: 

Four other productions are on tap through summer 2002. 
Ranging from Rick Lewis· The Taffetas, a piece about a 
1950s pop singing group, to more well-known produc
tions such as The Sound of Music, .theatergoers al COM 
are offered a variety of shows. From dramas to romances 
to comedies, the Arena Theatre pamphlet describes the 
productions as "professional ·qwJ.lity." 

The Taffetas will be the first 2002 play, running from -

Jan. 24 through Feb. 17. 
Following an open period of nearly two months, the 

theater will pick up again in April with The Diary of Anne 
Frank. Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett's famed ac
count of a Jewish girl hiding with her family in an 
Amsterdam, Holland, attic during the Holocaust will run 
April 4 through 28. 

The theater will follow up with a comedy that pokes 
fun at itself. !11Specting Carol,. bille,d as "an uproarious 
comedy of theater errors," runs May 30 through June 23 
and features a financially strapped theater putting on a 
show in which a needed grant from the National Endow
ment for the Arts is at stake. 

The season will end with The Sound of Music, Rodgers 
and Hammerstein's classic centering around a nun's life 
in war-torn Eulope starts July 18 and end!i Aug. l 1. 

Patrons have an opportunity to attend the five shows 
after The Foreigner for the price of four by buying sea
son tickets, which are on sale now. 

For more information or theater times, contact the box 
office at (409) 938-12ll or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, 
Ext 345. 

. . ' . . . 

College Hour provides 1 hour meeting. time 
By TARA LAND 
Staff Reporter 

Have you ever wondered why College of the Mainland 
has no classes scheduled between 12:30 and 1:30 p.m. on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays? 

Twenty years ago COM initiated College Hour which 
allows students and faculty" to get things accomplished 
without worrying about classes and events conflicting. 

The college's clubs and organizations originarly came 
up with the idea of College Hour because ii was so diffi
c'ult to schedule a time during which evcrjrone who wanted 
to take part in club or other activities would have an op
portunity to do so. 

Dr. Donald G. Bass, former dean.of Instruction and Stu
dent Development, believes that when College Hour origi
nated it was an excellent idea but now some faculty-sched
ule classes, labs and office hours during that time, which 
defeats the whole purpose. He also believes that instead 
of an hour that helps students and faculty, it is an hour 
that cau:,es strain and frustratio!).. · Dr. Bass, who now 

• 

teaches speech and remedial English at COM, pointed out 
that "if everyone worked together instead of against each 
other, College I lour would be succe&;ful and begin to serve 
a purpose again." 

At this lime, an evening College Hour does not exist 
for students who attend night classes. 

Dr. William T. Spillar, associate dean of Instructional 
and Student Support, would like to see something like a 
College Hour devcfoped for the evening. 

He said people who attend evening classes usually have 
full-time jobs, so they are not able to get involved in col
lege activities as much as day students. Therefore, hav
ing a,time when they could get involved with campus ac
tivities would be benefic0ial. Dr. Spillar pointed out, "We 
have to have cooperation from the faculty and students 
. because without that, anything the college puts together 
will be unsuccessful." 

College Hour has helped the students in many ways. 
The successful Welcome Kickoff held Sept. 20 as well a:,. 
the Sept. 25 panel discussion of the Sept.JI tragedy took 
place during College Hour. 

Tragedy brings more 
students to flag pole 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Students for Christ club 
sponso{ed the "Se~ You at the Flag Pole" prayer event 
Sept. 19. See You at the Flag Pole is a nationally spon
sored event backed by the National Network of Youth Min
istries. This year the national theme was Psalm 84:2, "My 
Heart anct'Flesh cry out for a living God." 

See You at the Flag Pole has been an annual event on 
most college and high school campuses since 1990. 

In 1990 a small group of Texas students, after returning 
from a religious retreat in Burleson, sent out a challenge 
across the country for fellow students to join in a prayer 
at their school's flag pole. 

BY 1998 an estimated 3 million student:-. worldwide 
joined in the flag pole prayer event , and in light of the 
recent terrorist attacks many more than 3 million partici
pated in the.annual f13cg pole prayer this year. At CQM, 
the turnout at the tlag pole was 45 people, about twice 
that of last year, said Tammy Stafford, Students for Christ 
sponsor. 

The students in Burleson chose the campus flag pole as 
the meeting place because of a flag pole's easy-to-find 
location. It has remained the central meeting point at col
leges and high school6 ever since. It was chosen so that 
all students who want to pray can easily find other stu
dents who want to join in prayer. 

Recently in a 5th Circuit Court decision, Doe vs. Santa 
Fe Independent School District, the circuit court upheld 
the prohibition of prayer before football games or school 
activities and the prohibilion of any school-sponsored 
prayer. This is why, even on the COM campus, the See 
You at the Flag Pole event must take place outside of regu
lar school hours; therefore, the prayer event started at 7 
a.m. on campuses around the country. 

we must remember that the First Amendment to the 
· Constitution, which guarantees Americans the freedom 
of religion and the right to pray, also guarantees Ameri
cans the right not to pray; however, in light of the recent 
attacks most Americans have joined in prayer for those 
victims of the tragedy of "Black Tuesday." 

President Bush .also has bridged this First Amendment 
gap somewhat by setting forth Sept. 14, as a national day 
of prayer 'and remembrance. And on Sept. 23, at Yankee 
Stadium, in New York City, ;'the House that Ruth Built" 
became a "House of Prayer." 

Stafford believes that with more student participation 
and allowing more student prayer "our children can and 
should be taught tolerance." She added that tolerance 
would make schools alld the world a safer place. 

See You at the Flag Pole is open to all students, facµlty 
and staff regardless of denomination. COM Students· for , 
Christ also is open to all denominations. The group meets 
on Tuesdays at 12:30 p.m. in the Gym, Room P-118. 

Students for Christ have upc6ming events. such as 
November·s turkey bowl, trying to knock down liters of 
Coke with frozen turkeys. 

1, COM to host Sports Day 
" "" ' ... 
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'Summer of Sequels': 
high-tech props, flops 
By DALE PEPIN 
Staff ReJ)Orter 

Another summer has passed and with its departure, so 
too have the block!:mster movies we waited fqr all year. 

If one could put a slogan to encompass the majority of 
films this summer, it would have to be "The Summer of 
Sequels." 

From the repeate.d formula of dino-terror in Jurassic 
Park Ill, to the action/comedy romp Rush Hour 2, his
tory repeats itself. 

Innocence was lost again in American Pie 2, and the 
horror genre was spoofed once more with sexual innuen
does in Scary Movie 2. 

Remakes also fought for dollars in the cineplexes with 
The Mummy Re_turns, a continuation and a homage to the 
original Mummy wi1h Boris Karloff. Charleton Heston 
wp.s replaced by Mark Walhberg in Planet of the Apes, 
with new direction from Tim Burton. 

Popular video games also graced the silver screen. 
Angelina Jolie swashbuckled her way out of peril in Tomb 
Raider, while computer-generated images saved the uni
verse in Final Fantasy. 

Granted, there were· movies that brought a fresher cam
paign, although summer isn't known for many dramas or 
abstract films. 

The Fast and the Furious.A Knight:~ Tale andA/. each 
had exciting or compelling takes on automobile racing, 
jousting and the future with robots, respectively. Pearl 
Harbor allowe,d us to revisit World War II, and this year's 
biggest moneymaker, Shrek, captivated audiences with 
its unorthodox, animated humor. 

Every year we anticipate the popcorn flicks that will 
make us laugh, astound our senses with special effects or 
just help us escape for a couple of hours-all for just $7. 

Letter to Editor 
Dr. Urbina praises InterCOM's 
journalistic professionalism 
Dear Editor: 

Allow me to express my sincere appreciation for the 
truly outstanding news cpverage that the InterCOM staff 
gave the 28th Annual Cincq de Mayo Festival held on 
the college campus May 23. Your report of this event in 
your March/April and May 2001 issues were reflective 
of the highest attributes of journalistic professionalism. 

As we file these two reports in our Cinco de Mayo ar
chives at COM, we are mindful of the fact that posterity 
will glean from your journalistic coverage a true picture 
of an event that gladdened our hearts and lifted our spir· 
its in a setting in whic-h students, faculty, staff and com
munity citizens were united in the mystic chords of jubi
lation in a celebration of th·e human spirit seeking to pre
serve its intrinsic freedom. 
!FELICIDADES! 
Dr. Manuel Urbina, chairman COM 5 de Mayo Festival 

Cartoonist plans FBI career 
By MICHAEL K SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

New InterCOM cartoonist Chris D. Malis is .a criminal 
justice major who graduated from Texas City High School 
in May. Tn the summer of 2003 Malis plans to transfer to 
Sam Houston State University in Huntsville on his way 
to a career in the FBI. 

Right now Malis is a student assistant for the ¼allege 
of the Mainland Social and Behavioral Sciences Team . 
Artwork has been his hob_by since his freshman year in 
high school. 

Malis drew the political cartoon on this page because 
he has not seen many like it, and Osama bin Laden is 
"public enemy No.I" right now. 
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End of summer time brings 'fall back' 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Staff Reporter 

On Sunday,_ Oct. 28, ai 2 a.m. our clocks will again be 
set back one hour. 

Do you ever wonder why we change time forward or 
hackward or even who thought up the idea? 

The following tire just a few facts.about the cri ation of 
Daylight Saving Time, also known around the world as 
Summer Time. Even though many people say "savings," 
there is no "s" on saving since it is not used in the plural. 

Tho\J,gh a final revision to "The Uniform Time Act" 
hapi,ened as recently as 1986, the idea was, first thought 
of and v.;ritten about by Benjamin Franklin. 

The United States has been changing between Standard 
Time and Daylight Saving Time periodically since 19 t8. 
It was originally enacted during World War I as a way to 
save fuel and energy. The concept was longer days equaled 
less need for electricity. 

The uniformity of the time change came about in 1961 , 
when the Interstate Commerce Commission, also known 
as the nation 's timekeepers, did ~ phone survey across 
the country of telephone operators. 

The commission found 1hat in traveling a 35-mile stretch 
of Route 2, between West Virginia and Ohio, a person 

would have to reset his watch seven times. This led to the 
creation of"The Uniform Time Act of 1966." 

In 1986 President Ronald Reagan amended the Act into 
what we follow ioday, "spring fotward" one hour on the 
first Sunday in April and "fall back" one hour on the last 
Sunday in October (generally known by college students 
as the extra party hour). · 

Sev.eral Americim slates and territbries still do not ad
here to the time changes. They are Hawaii; American Sa· 
illoa; Guam; Puerto Rico; the Virgin Islands; the eastern 
time zone of Indiana; and Arizona, with the exception of 
the Navajo reservations. 

This is by n~ means the complete history of how the 
time changes came about; there are far too many facts to 
list in a brief article. 

But let me leave you with this question, brought to light 
in the British Parliament by Lord Balfour in 1916, with 
regard to royalty. 

If a woman of royal blood is pregnant and carrying twfo 
sons, and the first son is born minutes before the 1 a.m. 
time change (Britain changes at 1 a.m. instead of 2 a.m,), 
and the second son is born 20 minutes later, alld it is now 
midnight again, who is older, the first-born who is now 
second, or the second who is now first? 

And most importantly who.inherits the family Wealth? 

Layering Veils displays unique energy 
By MICHAEL K SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Art Gallery has the art
work of rertowned Houston artist Ibsen Espad.,a on dis
play from Sept. 19 through Oct. 24 to coincide with His
panic Heritage Month observed Sept. 15 Jhrough Oct.IS. 

The exhibit, layering Veils, shows Espada's distinctive 
style of abstract expressionism. Using s'trong colors, flow
ing organic shapes and distinct lines, Espada creates com
plex images with independent levels of action that carry 
their Own unique energy. 

At the opening receplion,. Espada took visitors through 
a slide lecture that demonstrated the changes in his style 
as his career progressed. 

In recent paintings Espada reuses and juxtap6ses parts 
from older paintings, enabling him in a single piece to 
define the history of his work. His work is so3ked on or 
into specially prepared rice paper, then .iffixe'd to canvas. 

Espada describes his attwork as festive, colorful, non
bbjective, non-hori2;9~ painting, which.ha~ been strongl~ 

• 

influenced by cubism. 
The artist was raised in Puerto Rico, and at age 13, be

gan studying under exiled Cuban muralist Rolando Lopez 
Dirube. Espada soon decided to make art his life and re
ceived a bachelor of fine arts degree iii arts and humani
ties from Sacred Heart College in Puerto Rico. 

In 1988 Espada 's art was included in the Houston Mu
seuin of Fine Arts, Direction and Diversity; works in the 
museum's permanent collection. Espada's work can also 
he found in museum:-. from Beaumont to Fort Worth. 

COM students as well as faculty and staff should make 
every effort to enjoy the gallery. In this world of high 
speed entertamment people have forgotten how to slow 
down, study and appreciate artwork. 

Art Gallery Director Janet Hassinger urges students to 
visit occasionally. "Students don't realize," Hassinger said, 
"that although there is not much art or fine places to view 
it in this area (Texas City), they have a fine gallery right 
under their noses.'' 

"' For more infonnation call Hassinger at (409) 938·12i'l, 
or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Exts. 354/348. 
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Editorials/News 

Spanish P.rofessor Rafael Naranjo (far right) shakes Fellcita Cano's hand after COM Board of Trustees member 
Eustorgio "Roy" Davila (far left) presented her a diploma at the Sept. 26 graduation that took place In the Tech
nical Vocational Building. Instructor Richard Capestani-Knape taught COM'a first-ever Computers for Absolute 
Beginners for Spanish Speaking Stu.dents course. (Photo by Michael K. Smith) 

1st Spanish computer class graduates 
By MICHAEL K. SMITH 
Staff Reporler 

A special graduation took place Sept. 26. Seventeen 
students received diplomas for graduating from College 
of the Mainland's first-ever course of Computers for AD
solule Begtnners for Spanish Speaking Students. The cer
emony was held in the Technical Vocational Building. 

The class was taught entirely in Spanish by Instructor 
Richard Capestani·Knape. Geane Stevenson, associate 
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dean of Business and Industry, created and designed the 
class and asked Capestani·Knape to teach the class. 

"It is a wonderful way to reach out to the Hispanic com· 
munity," Capestani~Knape said. "This is the first time that 
Spanish•speaking people from our community have had 
the opportunity to take classes in our own language." Span
ish Professor Rafael Naranjo called Capistani-Knape "a 
tnily bilingual instructor due to his linguistic and cultural 
competency in both languages." 

Students in the four-week course met twice a week for 
three-hour sessions. Major topics covered included shop
ping for a PC, inceracting with Windows, sending and re
ceiving e•mail and Web-surfing. 

The only real problem Capeslani-Knape encountered 
Was trying to find a textbook. A computer textbook writ
ten in Spanish is easy to find, but finding a Spanish text
book that teaches how to use English computers with En
glish icons is extremely difficult. 

COM Board of Trustees member Eustorgio "R@y" · 
Davila was present to hand out the certificates. Professor 
Naranjo inspir~d the graduates with an encouraging 
speech, saying the students were "pioneers in CO M's com
mitment lo the Hisp_anic community. " Chuck 
Buddenhagen; associate dean of Continuing Education and 
Community Service, also spoke at the ceremony. Refresh
ments were provided by the Texas Mutual Insurance Com
pany. ' 

Capeslani-Knape will begin teaching three three-week 
intennediate courses as well. These courses will cover the 
use of applications, such as Microsoft Word, Microsoft 
Excel and Microsoft Power Point. It is not necessary to 
have taken the introductory course before registering for 
an intermediate class. But it is necessary 10 speak Span
ish. Textbooks are available for these classes. 

The first intermediate class covering the use of Word 
began Oct. 1, but late registration is still possible. 

' A waiting list for intermediate classes is in effect until 
all the graduates from the beginner's class who wish to 
sign up for an intermediate class have done so. 

Spanish-spoaking people should know about this class 
Professor Naranjo said. because COM is using Spanish to 
teach "the technology that will lead us into the future." 

For more information about the classes contact 
Capestani-Knape at (409) 938-1211 , or toll free I (888) 
258-8859 Exts. 427/364/311, or by fax (409) 938-3184. 
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Sept. 11-a day to be 
mourned for years 

April 
Brandoo -· 

Sept. 11, 2001, will be a day remembered by Ameri
cans for years to come as the da)' U.S. citizens were 
attacked. This day will to be mourned for a long time in 
America and in countries across the world. 

When terrorists hijacked four American commerical 
airplanes, destroyed the Twin Towers of the World Trade 
Center, part of the Pentagon and took the lives of close 
lo 6,000 innocent people, cities across America were 
shut down. People spent Rlany hours watching horrify
ing· footage of two of the hijacked planes smashing into 
the Twin Towers, the towers' subsequent collapse, and 
smoke and debris filling the streets of lower Manhatten. 
This was the first time U.S. soil was attacked in more 
than 50 years. 

While watching these events unfold on televisio~, l 
could not help but feel as though I too had lost some· 
thing. My feelings of safety and security were gone. 
Although I cannot begin to fathom what the families of 
the victims must be experiencing, I sympathize with 
their loss of loved ones. 

My question to the world now is "How can we live in 
a world so consumed by hate?" 

In between footage of the attack on the t~wers and the 
Pentagon, CNN Live showed Palestinians cheering 
America's loss. The small. cheering group included 
children tOO young to understand hate. 

Retaliation against the terrorists has been i.he topic of 
several speeches. But if we were to bomb Afghanistan in 
retaliation, would that eliqiinate the terrorists? That type 
of action on our part would only stir our enemies to 
more hate and reduce us to their level. 

I realize that the United States. must maintain its stand 
against terrorism, but taking the lives of more innocent 
people accomplishes nothing. Only a few of the people 
responsible for this terrorism woulj:I be killed in a 
bombing. If Osama bin Laden and his followers are 
responsible, they and they illone should pay. 

The Gallup Poll, a survey conducted by Princeton 
University, was taken that tragic Tuesday afternoon. The 
results aired on CNN Live showed 71 percent wanted to 
see military ilctioD taken as soon as our government is 
sure who the responsible party is, 21 percent wanted to 
see military action taken with the first evidence found 
against a J)3rty, while only 4 percent did not want to see 
any military action. I ask, "What wiU taking military 
action solve?" 

I am supportive of President George W. Bush's recent 
action of freezing the assets of the terrorists here in 
America. I believe 'that this will prove our point and 
hopefully bring the United States closer to a resolution, 
without the loss of more lives. 

In my short 20 years, I have seen too much hate. I am 
appalled.by racial distrimination, the Gulf War, the 
Oklahoma City Bombing, the Columbine High School 
shooting, the attack on the USS Cole and now this. Is 
this the world we want our children to grow up in? 
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All scheduled classes will be held Monday, Oci. 
8, at College of lhe Mainland. The college does 
not observe Ille Columbw;aOay b<>liday. 

The actualCol•mllud)ay is Friday, Oci.12. The · 
federal legal holiday· is~ the .. cond Moa
day in Octnber, 

.. 

• 

• 

• 

Local businesses 
offer discounts 
By TRAVIS CROFT 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland discount card was 
designed so students, faculty and staff could have 
fun at Texas City area businesses at a discount. 

The card, designed eight years ago, is sponsored 
by 1he college and is available in Maryann Urick's 
office in the Gym. Urick is coordinator of Recre
ational Progams and Student Activities. 

Nine businesses offer discounts on the card. 
If you are interested in having fun with a friend 

try AMF Star Lanes and get a free game each time 
you pay for one. Papa John's and Sonic offer a 
buy-one get-one free discount on selected items . 
Quizno's, Subway. Pope yes and the Reef Seafood· 
House offer free food when you buy a meal. If 
you need a haircut, Ma~terCuts offers 20 percent 
off, plus the same discoun~ on some products. 

I wanted to try out the card, so I asked a guest 
to go with me to Rosario's Italian Restaurant, also 
on the dicount card. We skipped the pizza. because 
she is a vegetarian, so no discount. The outside 
had a nice ambiance and the menu had prices any
one on a work-study salary could afford. 

We ordered lasagna and minestrone and then 
headed for the.salad bar. I thought the salad bar 's 
selection was a little skimpy because I like to have 
extras like spinach and broccoli. My guest on the 
otht:r hand thought differently and also said the 
house dressing was quite good. My lasagna was 
delicious, but I thought it needed a little pepper. 
My guest, however, said her soup was tasty. 

The wJiter did not hover over the table, which 
was good, but she seemed to lack that "may I serve 
you'" attitude you gel at more expensive restau
rants. Overall we both thought the restaurant was 
nice. Pizza, which seems to be their mainstay-and 
the only thing discounted-looked tempting. 

Rosario's Italian Restaurant is located al 3202 
1/2 Palmer Highway in Texas City. The location 
of the other businesses can be found on the back 
of the discount card. 

Nursing instructors 
dedicated to program 
Continued from Page 1 

ing classes and _expect to be admitted to the program _in 
the near future. 

[t is important for nursing students to be able lo enroll 
because "there is a tremendous shortage of registered 
nurses in ho!.pitals right now," Dr. Reeves said. The short
age is due to having fewer instructors, possibly becaust: it 
pays more •to be a nurse than an instructor. The state re
quires 10 trainees per instructor, which severely limits the 
number of nurses graduating. Also, nursing student en
rollment is down for the entire nation. 

However, COM nursing students do not have to be con
cerned about the instructor shonage because the nursing 
faculty is committed to the college and the program. "We 
have faculty that has been with this program for a lol).g 
time and have been committed to graduating a dass of 
competent, potential nurses," Dr. Reeves said. 

When students graduate from the COM nursing pro
gram they are not licensed; the program prepares students 
to take the lice_nsing exam. Once the students complete 
the Program, they are required to takC an exit exam simi
lar to lhe licensing exam, Dr. Reeves said. The purpose of 
the exit exam is to ensure that each student has acquired 
the necessary knowledge for the licensing exam. 

Next fall 40 nursing students are expected to enroll. 
April Brandon and Darolyn Mangum contributed to ihis story. 
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Recruiters work to increase enrollment 
Continued from Page 1 ---------
ing to school so they can stay ahead of, or simply keep u~ 
with, the rapid changes in the swift economic current. 

There is another reason enrollment reached the level it 
is now. COM has attempted to increase enrollment by 
creating the Strategic Enrollment Management Team. 
Ochoa and Spanish Professor Rafael Naranjo are co-chairs 
of the recruitment half of this program. Mary Mahoney, 
Jimmy Ramos, Crystal Wright and Darryl Olivier were 
s_tudents selected to be part of the recruitment team. 

The recruiters call high school graduates and GED 
graduates and take an interest in their situations and needs. 
Ochoa said her crew "paid personal attention to people 
that contacted us by Web site." She continued, "They have 
a chance on the Web lo tell us what (programs) they want 
to get into." Contacting the SEM Team on the Web also 
is a greal way to get specific questions answered and to 
learn the best way to get the exact training desired. 

The team meets with prospective students on campus 
and gives them tours. Students are shown where every
thing is, taken to the testing center in the Student Center 
and helped wi1h financial aid located in the Administra
tion Building. The team can even help Spanish-speaking 

students. Si, se habla espaiiol. 
When asked about the trend of increasing student num

bers Ochoa said, "I hope we're on a roll." She went on to 
say that COM is a good choice because it meets student 
needs, from college credit for high school students to two
year degrees, as well as continuing education ... When 
people try it they're going to like it," she said. 

There was a $3 increase per credit hour this semester. 
·Tuition was increased primarily to make up for funding 
lost when Sterling Chemical in Texas City filed for bank
ruptcy as well as to fund Student Activities Board events 
and construction 1hal is planned for COM. 

Classes also are noticeably more crowded. COM has 
had to add classes to deal with the increase in the on
campus population. Among the added classes are math, 
English, science and re~edial classes. 

When asked what.full classes might mean to students, 
Ochoa replied it would be a good idea for students to reg
ister early "because we did have classes fill up.'" 

Early enrollment for the spring begins Nov. 26. 
For more infonnation on Strategic Enrollment Manage

ment call Ochoa at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 661. • 

Urbina museum lends artifacts to COM 
Continued from Page 1 ----------
only in Mexico but also in the United States until 1848. 
The Pieces of 8 were used to help finance the United 
States' fight against Britain in ·the Revolutionary War, 
thereby, "giving us ano1her link between United States 
and Spain," Dr. Urbina said. 

In addition, "Spanish Milled Dollars (backed by the 
Pieces of 8)" and Bilingual Dollars, which were printed 
but never put into circulation, also are on display. 

One of the mosl interesting pieces. in the collection is 
the authentic pair of saddle stirrups which date back to 

the ISOOs and ""could have been used by (Hernando) 
Cortes in his conquest," Dr. Urbina said. 

Hispanic Heritage Month is celebrated nationally from 
Sept. 15 through Oct. 15. This year's national theme is 
··Children, ttur hopefV,r the future." 

Students are encouraged to come by the library to see 
this display and 1earn about th11ir Spanish and Texas heri
tage. This display is extremely informative and, accord
ing to Dr. Urbina, can be seen nowhere but at COM. 

Dr. Urbina alsd is the founder of COM's Cinco de Mayo 
Festival, which has been a tradition for 28 years. 

College of the Mainland has telephone service for the 409 exchange and a toll free num_ber for the 
281 and 713 exchanges. The 409 number is 938-1211 and the toll free number is I (888) 258-8859. 

The fall 2001 lnterCOM staff gathers for a photo on the Learning Resource• Center Ubrary mezzanine. Staff 
members are (front row, from left) Managing Editor Aprll Brandon; (middle row, from left) James Fremont, Travt• 
Croft, Kristy Roberts, Roy Dixon; (back row, from left) Oarolyn Mangum, Mlchael K. Smith, Marena Long, Tara 
Land, Ola Kareem and Christina Weaver. Not pictured are Dale Papin, Chris D. Molli and lnterCOM advler Astrid 
H. Lowery. (Photo by Astrid H. Lowery) 
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What's Happening 

Jeff Jordan and Instructor Dave Matthews climb a 35--foot ladder and practice leaning backward. Thia I• just one 
of the tasks they must complete before graduating. "It wn very scary up on that ladder," Jordan said, .. , was 
shaking in my boots, literally, and II felt ts if the ladder was going to tumble down ... {Photo by Michael K. Smith) 

Clubs participate in Welcome Kickoff 
By CHRISTINA WEAVER 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland held its spring Welcome Kick
off during College Hour in the Learning Resources Cen
ter breezeway Sept. 20. The kickoff was originally sched
uled for Tuesday, Sept. 11, but was postponed due to the 
tragedy in New York City and Washington, D.C. 

The re-scheduling allowed for the kickoff and the His
panic Heritage Month program to be combined. 

COM president, Dr. Homer "Butch" Hayes, gave a wel
come speech and asked for a moment of silence to retlect 
on the Sept. 11 disaster. Then Student Government can- . 
didates were introduced and various Student Activities 
Board representatives spoke on behalf of their clubs. These 
clubs included Phi Theta Kappa and COM Amigos. 

"Activities like this help bring the c4mpus together," 
said Erica Blackbum, a member of SAB. "It gets students 
involved and more excited about school" 

To facilitate student involvement, SAB set up a row of 
tables to allow students to sign up for various organiza
tions on campus and to speak to some of their members. 

To keep with the Hispanic Heritage Month theme, the 
Mariachi "Los Gallitos" band performed for the crowQ as 
they enjoyed free tacos and other Mexican foods. 

Inside the library, dispr?lys were set up to illustrate the 
historical importance of Texas' Hispanic heritage. Displays 
included an authentic Aztec doll and the Aztec calendar 
which was illustrated on handouts visitors could take. 

"I think stuff like this is a blast," said freshman Ryan 
Jones.' "Free food and cntertainnient, and did I say free 
food? What could possibly be better?" 

Pool room offers relaxed atmosphere· 
By ROY DIXON 
Staff Reporter 

Warning: Enter at your risk ... 
The College of the Mainland pool room is a danger zoru: 

for all people who don't have a sen!iC of humor or don't 
enjoy having a good time. So when you enter, be pre
pared to laugh from the time you arrive until the time you 
hear Courtney Johnson, the pool room coordinator, say in 
his own little way, "It's time to go. I gotta go to my next 
class. This is the last game, .. and everybody answers OK, 
Mr. Friendly. 

There are two groups of people in the pool room: the 
ones who play and the ones who just watch. The first group 
is either playing a game, arguing over who plays the next 
game. who's better and who shouldn't touch a pool stick. 

The other group just watches. These are the heart and 

The College of the Mainland Jazz Ensemble and 
COM Jazz Combo will put on a concert Oct. 23 at 8 
p.m. in the Fine Arts Building Recital Hall, F· 117. 

soul of the pool room. They crdck all the jokes, tell all the 
stories and keep everything fun and easygoing. 

The normal length of a game is 10-15 minutes, not in
cluding the five minute joke session when you miss a shot, 
or just do something out of the ordinary. If you. were to 
ask one of the spectators what they thought about the at
tack on America you'd probably hear the response, 
"America should do what we have to do." But if you asked 
the question: "What did you do in class tO<lay?" you might 
get an answer like ... "Nothing." 

So if you have a couple of hours between classes and 
don't feel like walking around or have nothing else to do, 
come join in on the fun in the pool room. 

Pool room hours are Mondays and Wednesdays 8 a.m.-
12:30 and 2 p.m.-4:30 p.m., and Tuesdays and Thursdays 
11 a.m.-4:30 p.m. The pool room is located On the first 
floor of the Student Center. 

It will be free and Open to the public and will last 
approximately two hours. The two groups are directed 
by COM music Professor Spark. y Koerner. 

- . . . . _, ' . ' ---~----'------..!-------- . ----· 
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People Speak Out 
By lntei<:OM F.ditor and Staff 

This September - Americans ,,_y l'ek a 
loss of security and freedom in Allleri<a. In liglil of 
tbe r=nt terrorist attacks whiclttoot<:lose IO 6.000 
livcs. lnte.COM l!Slrtd: What does palriolism mean 
to you in terms of lbe Sept. 11 tragedy? 

Leslie_, Pa
triotism is. the natural 
con,equtnceof dlliastet 
People will always 1>Uy 
ilt light of a disaster. 

B•rbara Wallace: 
Stand up for tbe Consti· 
tutioo and believe in the 
Constin11ioll Tlie 0.,,. 
stituUon says we have 
freedom from peiog 
h.anne<l and to live i1t a 
-ful place, also to 
fight for your rights. 

Curt Donilloo: J>atrio
tism means helping fel
low men when there is 
a tragedy, and qi. who!e 
country comcJl together 
and loves each other. 

Lal +• Sowell: Every
body should be williltg 
to fight for our freedom 
because that is -what 
they · attacked, We 
should prol<:<:t our na
Jion. Everyon« $ould 
pile!) ui and w,h•. There 
should not be aay anger 
or racl$m against Amb 
Alnet'i<>!ns. 

• 

- Rundell: Loy
alty to the nation. Stick
ing 1ogother but not 
striking out at lbe wrong 
people. 

Gene Flores: Why 
W .. Q 'l tbe,c patriotism 
before thls1 Everybody 
la 81111&-ho for~, ,,bu,~I cit" 
ilt - people.lowfam-
ily, friends and loved 
ones. J>alrlotism should 
be here all the time, not 
just when needed. 

Jomtbao Shirley: See
ing bow tbe whole na
tion came- together is 
patnotism. Rectuiting 1$ 
up, everyone coming to
gether: that is patrio-

VloletOIIY_, This is 
the land of the free, and 
they have tltled our sys
tem to attack us. We will 
have to send o.ur sons. , 
and daughlel:S into com-· 
bat. and th.at will be a 
huge sa<:rifice forevery
.ODe in our country. We 
h.ave lost the amount of 
r,eedomwe<JD<Chad. 
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At the 111,pank) Herttag,, Month prog,em In the COM library 5ept. 20 COM president, Dr. Homer "Butctl" Hayes 
(far left), hi• wife, Mrs. Amparo Ortiz Haya, COM history ~sor. Dr. Manuel Urbina II, and Marilu Gonulez, 
musical director of the Mariachi "Los Gallltos," sing "Viva Mexico-Viva Am,rica" to the sounds of the band. 

(Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

COM observes Hispanic Heritage Month 
By KRISTY ROBERT~ 
Staff Reporter 

Hispanic Heritage Montl~ at College Of the Maui.land 
kicked off Sept .. 20 with Dr. Homer "B'utch" Hayes. presi
dent of COM, asking for a moment of silence for the vic
iims of the World Trade Center and the Pentagon attacks. 

The moment of silence was followed by a ·celebration 
which included plenty of food and drinks, all to the fes
tive sounds of the Los Gallitos mariachi band. 

The Hispanic Heritage Month celebration continued in 
the COM Library with mariachi music and singing led by 
history professor Dr. Manuel Urbina II and Mrs. Ampie. 
Hayes, wife of President Hayes. 

Dr. Urbina then gave a brief lecture and explanation of 
artifacts on display .in the library and presented plaques 
of Bilingual Dollar prints to Mrs. Hayes and Eustorgio 

"Roy" Davila, a member of the COM Board of Trustees. 
The artifacts in the COM Library, which will be on dis

play through Oct. 15, include a decorative showing of 
many full-sized flags from various Latin American coun
tries and vintage maps which show that New Spain had al 

one time covered all the land on the North American con
tinent from Oregon to Panama. These maps dramatize that 
at one time Texas City and the state of Texas were under 
Hispanic domain, and show a "link between Spain, 
Mexico, Texas and Texas City," Dr. Urbina said. He also 
added that Spain is not just part of Mexico's, Guatemala's 
or Panama's heritage but Texas' heritage as well. 

The presentation also included a unique display from 
Dr. Urbina 's museum, Urbina Museum History of Mexico, 
of authentic coins and paper money of the Hispanic cul
ture such as "Pieces of 8" which were legal tender not 

See Urbina Page 7 

Enrollment up, contact hours increase 
By MICHAEL K. SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland fall semester enrollment 
has increased significantly from the same time last year. 

Mary Ochoa, director of Strategic Enrollment Manage
ment, said when compared with fall 2000, the total num
ber of students has increased by 6 percent. On top of that, 
many students are taking bigger loads as contact hours 
(the number of actual hours a student sp~nds in a class) 
are up 7 .2 percent this. semester. 

Students and faculty alike know that COM is a great 
school, but why the sudden surge in attendance? 

There are tentative theories that this growth in the stu· 

dent body may be a temporary result of the nation's tired 
economy. Parent~ and students paying tuition may be es
pecially frugal with their money right now, choosing com· 
munity colleges over more expensive schools. 

Accord~ to various news seivices, business p'.Jsitions 
requiring college level degrees will become abundant in 
t~e near future. An aswciate's· degree will SOOn be man· 
datory for 20 percent of jobs that previously did not re
quire· a college education. Similarly, 21 percent of jobs 
that could be obtained with an associate's degree will now 
require a bachelor's degree. 

The job market also is moving at such a quick pace that 
it has become necessary for professionals to keep return

See Recruiters Page 7 
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Nursing program 
back to full health 
By OLA KAREEM 
Staff Reporter ' 

lnAugust the Texas Board of Nurse Examin
ers gave lhe College ()f the Mainland nursing 
program permission to aga.in admit nursing stu
dents. 

Because of the low passing rate on the Na
tional Council Licensing Exam for registered 
nurses. COM was given a conditional warning 
and could not aCCept new nursing students this 
past year. The COM nursing program wilS taken 
off the conditional warning status Aug. 10, said 
Dr. Gay Reeves, interim director of the nursing 
program; the students had a 94.12 passing rate. 

At least 80 percent of first-time exam takers 
are required to pass. If the passing rate in the 
COM nursing program were to fall below 80 per
cent again, the-program·would again be given a 
condilional warning. This means that 80 percent 
of the students enroHed in the curra11 program 
must pass the licensing exam summer 2003 to 
avoid the program being placed on a warning,. 
Dr. Reeves explained. 

•This fall nine nursing students were 'admit
ted. Originally 25 students had registered to be
gin the program but did not emoll because it took 
an extended period of time for the program to 
be taken off the warning status or because they 
were not eligible to be accepted into the pro
gram. Eighty other students are enrolled in.nurs-

See Nursing Page 7 

.. l 

or. Gay Reeves, Interim director of the nurs
ing program demonstrates an ambu-bag and 
other life..aupport ,quipment on a dummy 
patient while standing In front of a defibrilla
tor crash cart. (Photo by Michael K. Smith) 

---·--------------- -----~-------
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What's Happening 

Fine Arts hall packed with jazz fans 
By MICHAEL SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Jazz Combo and Jazz En
semble put on a fre'e concert 8 p.m. Oct. 23 in the COM 
Fine Arts Recital Hall. The jam-packed Recital Hall was 
treated to quite a show as both bands and Director Sparky 
Koerner delivered some snazzy live locarjazz. 

First to take the stage was the Jazz Combo. The Combo 
is a well dressed eight-piece band that lends itself to more 
contemporary jazz. This time around the combo concen
trated on Herbie Hancock's music. They played a dreamy 
"Maiden Voyage," Hancock's-offbeat"Watermelon Man," 
and the rhythm-powered "Rocket." 

The crowd really seemed to have a good time. "Thoiiie 
cat.s really got down with their s.olos," Koerner said. 

Between songs Koerner talked to the crowd, explain
ing the creative challenge facing young musicians to im

-provise after they have teamed the the major scales and 
rhythmic ideals. He also talked of a scale called the Dorian 
mode, one of the most important modes in performing 
jazz. 

Combo members include: Shawn Clarke, drums; Josh 
Hayles, synthesizer; Koerner's son Aaron Koerner, trum
pet; Russ Meaux, drums; Allen Oliver, guitar; Latasha 
West, alto saxophone; and Charles Whitney, percussion. 

After a short intermission, the Jazz Ensemble crammed 
themselves onto the stage. The Ensemble is a larger group 
of 19 musicians, equipped to play the more traditional 
big-band nightclub-style jazz. The Ensemble played songs 
by Bob Mintzer, Jerome Kern, Randy Purcell, Mike 
Tomaro, Jeff Jarvis, Shelly Berg and Pete Vollmers. Songs 
included the bossa nova "Yesterday's," a beautiful "Au
gusta Nights" for which Koerner played a solo on his 
tlugelhorn and a heated rendition of"Hot It Up." Koerner 
was even seen doing the jitterbug, but luckily for him, 
Inter COM 's slow-fingered photographer/reporter missed 
that shot 

COM's Jazz Combo and Ensemble, a group of spirited 
musicians performed great live music. Bring a date, a 
party, or just go by yourself to their next performance 8 
p.m. Dec. 4 in the Fine Arts Building. 

The COM Community Concert Band will hold a spe-

Eric Brooks (on left) and Ken Kirk, split leads on trum
pet In the COM Jazz Ensemble, rehearse for an up
coming performance on Dec. 4 In the Fine Arts Bulld
ing Recitai HaJi, Room F-117. TheCOMJau Ensemble, 
Jazz Combo and COM Community Concert Band are 
directed by Spart<y Koemer.(Photo by Michael Smith) 

cial Veterans Day concert at the Rotary-Pavillion in Texas 
City 4 p.m. Nov. 11. The concert will feature selections 
including "God Bless America," "Amazing Grace'' and 
"Armed Forces Salute." Visit the concert and salute the 
veterans of AQierica. 

For more information on these and other events con
tact Professor Koerner at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 427. 

COM prepares for.Veterans Day salute 
By CHRISTINA WEAVER 
Staff Reporter 

The observance of Veterans Day at College of the Main
land will take place on Thursday, Nov. 8, in the Learning 
Resources Center Library at 12:30 p.m. 

The Pre-Veterans Day celebration, organized by the Stu
dent Activities Board and Students for Christ, will begin 
with a recognition of all veterans by Ralph Holm, presi
dent of the COM Board of Trustees. Then three Students 

·· for Christ officers will speak about veterans in the past, 
present and future. Rey as Gonzalez, president, will speak 
about past veterans; Tara Land, Student Government rep
resentative, will speak about present-day veterans; and 
Latasha Breed, vice president, will speik..about today's 
service men, our future veterans. 

Other speakers include faculty whose family members 
have eith~r been in a past war or are currently serving our 
country. Jim Higgins, director of COM Planning and Pub
lic Information, also has invited special guest speakers. 
The identity of these guests will be announced at the cel
ebration. 

James Heffel, COM choral director, will entertain with 
a patriotic song and SAB will serve cake and punch. Stu
dents for Christ also will give away door prizes, among 
them patriotic T-shirts. These T-shirts will also be offered 
for sale during the event. 

COM already has paid tribute to a few of its own ·he
roes in a display of pictures in the library. The display, 
placed in front of a giant Am·erican flag, contains pictures 

of the sons, daughters and other family members of COM 
staff. who have served or are presently serving in the 
armed forces. This display includes a picture of Frank 
Barbuto's ship and a newspaper from 1914 featuring a 
front-page story about Duke Drewry's father, James A 
Drewry, a Pearl Harbor survivor. Barbuto works in the 
Adult Education Program and Dre'wry works in Computer " 
Services. 

Some of the other pictures include~ Sparky Koerner, 
music professor, just out of boot camp; PBX Director 
Peggy Blizzard's son, Adam; Adult Education Specialist 
Leslie Richard's brothers, Randall and Jeffrey, and her 
grandfather, Austin T. Mallow, al'KI library technician 
Holly Anderson's daughter, Sarah Frederick and her son, 
Charles Frederick. The pictures will be on display in the 
library irntil Nov. 12. 

In 1921 an unknown World War I American soldier 
was laid to rest ipArlington Natiorial Cemetery. The burial 
site was dubbed the_ Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. This 
meniorial gesture took place on Nov. 11, giving universal 
recognition to the ending of World War I hostilities at 11 
a.m., Nov. 11, 1918 (the 11th hour of the 11th day .of the 
11th month). 

The day became known as "Armistice Day." Armistice 
means "a truce." The name WjlS made official in a con
gressional session in 1926. Armistice Day became a na-
tional holiday 12 yea.rs later with the hope that the "war 
to end all wars" would be just that After ending the Ko
rean War in 1954, President Eisenhower signed a bill pro
claiming Nov. 11 as Veterans Day. 

• 

• 

People Speak Out 
By lnte.<:OM Edlton and Staff 

During the last two months we, asa nation, have 
experienced a heightened. sense of apprehension 
and have felt bombarded. by a large amount of 
information that we must digest. Jn regard to the 
Sept. 11 tragedy and tbe ongoing eris.es, lnterCOM 
asked. "What do you think about how well the 
media has covered the anthrax scare and the con
tinuous war o n terrorism?" 

Marcus Williams: It 
is a·big problem. They 
are trying to warn the 
people, but they make 
it worse.People are 
scared now to open the 
mail. We should ler it 
all die down sorne. 

Deborah Ilates: The 
media is not truthful. It 
should give more de
tails. People should be 
more informed. 

Erin Qualls: I don't 
like all the coverage 
because they make us 
think that Houston is 
going to be next. The 
coverage is way out of 
band. 

Kay Cox: It is way 
overdone, .It is really 
stupid to repon about 
being on alert and to be 
aware but not to teU--us 
why. Then they report: 
go about your life as 
noimat. 

PbiUipBocco:Too lib
eral with information, 
especially about terror
ist activities. They can 
monitor us and know 
what we are duin&, The 
press does not exercise 
enough restraint. 

JHD Racy: It has been · 
covered good. It is ~" 
!er than got having COV· 

ered it at all. 

Dr. Mark Sanders: 
The media bas been ir
responsible with the in
formation. It has been 
sketchy with regards to 
anthrax, but all right on 
the war. 

BIUle Morris: The cov
erage is way over
blown. If the media is 
going to scare people, 
they should also give 
the information to back 
it up. . 

T 
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rheater delivers a knockout 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Staff Reporter 

Rod Serling's play, R(kjuiem for a Heavyweight, opened Oct. 25 and will run through 
Nov. 18 at the College of the Mainland Arena Theatre. This. unique and dramatic play, 
directed by Jack Westin, revolves around the life of a has-been boxer, his greed}' .man
ager and the woman tryin~ to save him from his manager and himself. 

While the play takes place in the boxing world, it is not about the sport of boxing. lt 
is "a play about change, pride and dignity," said WCstin, director of Theatre Programs. 

Bryan Myers, who has performed in more than 30 COM productions, plays prize
fighter Harlan "Mountain" McClintock. After his· final fight McClintock learns he is no 
longer able to fight and must embark on a journey t9 find himself and a new career. 

Maish Resnich, his manager, played convincingly by veteran COM actor Robert Judd 
schemes to use McClintock and his name for his own monetary gains. 

Bryan Myers as Harlan "Mountain" McClintock a·nd Barbara Winburn as Grace Miller 
deliver knockout performances In the COM Arena n,eafre production of Requiem for 
a Heavyweight, which plays through Nov. 18. (P!loto by theater department) 

Barbara Winburn makes her COM acting debut as Grace Miller, an employment coun
selor, and one of the only people to help McClintock better himself and find his dignity. 

In lrue Rod Serling (Twilight.Zone) fashion, there is the strange, oftbeat side to the 
See Play Page 11 
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Colleges compete; COM takes first place twice 
By T.~LA."111) 
Staff Reporter 

At the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day 
held at College of the Mainland Oct. 18, two COM teams 
tooi fiist place. The COM softball team defeated San 
Jacinto College Central Campus in a close game, with a 
score of 10 to 9, and the COM men's basketball team 
defeated Brazosport, 44 to 31. 

GCIC Sports Day is held during the fall and spring se
mesters allowing the conference cotleges to compete in 
various sports. Hosted by a different college each time, it 
was COfyf's turn to host the event, which drew 11 other 

Hernandez honored 
with Estrella Award 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland hosted the third annual Estrella 
~wards and Banquet Oct. 13. 'rhe Estrella Award is given 
annually to recognize and honor an Qutstanding member 
of the Hispanic community. The award also is a means of 
promoting education and COM. 

The recipient of this year's ·Estrella Award was ·sen 
Hernandez, who after eight years of service in the U.S. 
Marine Corps, graduated with honors from COM and went 
on to receive his bachelor's degree in computer engineer
ing from the University of Houston, central campus. 
Hernandez recently retired from BP (formerly Amoco) in 
Texas City. 

After retirement Hernandez and his wife Mary Sue be
gan renovating properties in the Galveston County area 
for low income, disabled or elderly families. The couple's 
current project is Pine Forest Apartments on Deats Road 
in Dickinson. Pine Forest, the largest renovation project 
for the couple. "is now 94 percent occupied with minor-

See Pine Page 11 

' 

colleges·. Part>cipating collf'g~ in.addition lO COM weft'.., 
Alvin, Brazosport, Kingwood, Lee, Nonh Harris County, 
San Jacinto North, South and Central, Alvin Pearland 
Campus, Wharton County and Tomball. 

More than 220 students participated in GCIC Sports 
Day. Eleven teams competed in volleyball, six in soft
ball, seven in men's basketball, two in women 's basket
ball, three players competed in men's racquetball, eight 
players in men 's tennis, four in women's tennis, six in 
table tennis and 11 in 8-ball. 

In 8-ball Wayne Harrgrave of COM came in second, 
while Jason Galtka of Brazosport came in first. 

In volleyball Tomball took a firSt, defeating Wharton. 

In racquetball Jesse Bales from San Jacinto South took 
first defeating Brian Roberts fro111 North Harris. Ryan 
Garcia from Brazosport took a first in men's tennis over 
Derrick. McCrarjn from North Harris. 

In women's tennis Natalie White of San Jacinto Cen
tral took first place. Ronnie Gerstman from Lee took first 
place in table tennis ·with Andrew Hagee from Lee com
ing in second. 

GC(C Sports Day is open to all students. Those inter
ested in partcipating in the spring ma} contact Maryann 
Urick, coordinator of COM Recreational Programs and 
Student Activities, at (409) 938-1211 or toll free at 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext 418. See related_photo on Page 11 

Ben Hernandez, this year's Estrella Award winner, his wife and staff stand in front of the Pine Forest Apartments 
whl<:h they have recently renovated for low~lncome, elderly and dlsabl~ people. Picture~ {from left) are Mary 
Sue Hernandez, Anna Torres, Geanle Rambin, Martha Hernandez, and Hernandez. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 
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Editorials/News 

. 
COM student Eligio Aguilar gives blood at the semi-annual blood drive sponsored by the SAB, Oct. 2 and 3. The 
blood drive attracted 108 volunteers, of which 57 were first-time donors. Twenty..eight people also were deterred 
for various reasons. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

OK, we're at war; what happens next? 

Like Billy Joel once sang, "We didn't start the fire, it 
was always burning since the w6rtd's been turning." 
And those fires of the human condition are sti11 burning 
as ambivalence continues to embrace Americans.as they 
wonder wh.it happened to normality. 

Why have things gone awry in such a short time? On 

Like a splinter in our psyche, 1he question arises 
insatiably, "Why did lhe Sept. 11 tragedy occur?" Other 
perplexities, such a!> who are they, what do they want 
and what can we, as a people, do to maintain our 
equilibrium also arise. 

Our government seeks to wreak vengeance on the 
culprits and to eradicate the evil of terrorism around the 
globe in hopes of cleansing the landscape of famine and 
destruction for the future of mankind. 

I believe termrismANill never be dont away wit1'. It 
will always be a thorn in the side of any co1,1ntry and its 
citizens. It doesn't hurt to try, but the president shouldn't 
try to make a crusade out of this catastrophe. 

· television flags are being mass marketed. to enhance our 
sense of being a part of a greater, homogeneous nation, 
one that won'I falter and will not be divided. 

Anthrax, suicide bombings and counter attacks have 
all become common rhetoric at our dinner tables, and 
many Americans are glutted with the hourly updates of 
"what's-going-on-now." Most of us want to see Osama 
bin La~en chastised and many want justice enforced 
with swift action. I only wish the questions and the 
answers were that simple and had perfect clarity. 
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Is there sufficient evidence to convict bin Laden, is 
the killing of Afgha~ innocents v_ia bomb strikes worth 
the price? To me, the answer is no. Saving lives and 
establishing peace in the Middle East is the only thing 
that is essential. For years the Middle East has been 
synonymous with violence, but many Americans _have 
been somewhat indifferent. Now we have no choice but 
lo face lhe reality thal we are not impervious to destruc
tion and pain, and that w,e are a part of the situation. 

Conversations, debates and riots can go on about 
who's right, who started the attacks, and who will be the 
first to seek resolution. Bui what does it all accomplish 
if more suffering has to be endured? Resorting to 
violence can't be tolerated; we need to look at sensible 
solutions that benefit all people, not just our own. Most 
of us have never fallen victim t9 starvation, oppressiQil 
or isolation as many citizens in the Middle East have, 
and we must not allow their cries to fall on deaf ears. 

One of my fears is that people will look at Muslims .as 
scapegoats; that people who are different from you or 

, me are inherently terrorists. With the media pulsating 
with disturbing and sometimes biased leads, people have 
been severely affected by the images of mass destruction 
and its source. Violence, domestically and locally, has 
already brokefl. out, backed by hatred. To indulge in such 
racial discrimination will only add more fuel to the fire. 

Where do we go now that we're at war? Hopefully; 
our leaders won't condemn a nation for the actions of a 
few, and I wish that we as a nation could see the bigger 
picture of what has happened at home and abroad, for 
the sake of preserving all that is sacred. 
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COM Blood Drive . 
considered success 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Staff Reporter 

Although the College of the Mainland Blood Drive held 
Oct. 2 and 3 was a success, it was not as big a success as. 
hoped for, especially in light of the Sept. 11 tragedy. 

The semi-annual blood drive attractedlOS volunteers; 
yielding 80 don al ions of which 57 were first-time donors 
28 people were deferred {those who could not give for 
one reason or another). 

There were many reason.s for deferrals which ranged 
from communicable illnesses to living abroad for more 
than six months, specifically in Europe, where mad cow 
di~ase cost the lives of thoµsands of head animals. But 
the majority of the deferrals were due to "tattoos and body 
piercings," said Maryann Urick, coordinator of Recre
ational and Student Activities. 

After the Si;:pt. 11 lragedy, Urick asked the Gulf Coast 
Regional Blood Center in Houston to move up the date of 
the drive, but because of demands at the blood center, the 
center was unable to do so. 

The most successful blood drive in recent COM his
tory, held Oct. 6, 1999, yielded 334 donors of which 290 
were able to donate and only 44 were deferred due to less 
stringent regulations. 

That drive was held days after the vehicle accident that 
caused the death of Texas City's Fire Captain William 
Bethune and resulted in the lengthy hospitalization of 
firefighter, Craig Peterson. 

Career Services offers 
career placement tool--
ByMARETTAWNG 
Staff Reporter 

If you knew of something that would be free to you but 
would cost oihers hundreds, maybe even thousands of dol
lars and was to your benefit, would you use it? The Myers 
Briggs Type Indicator is a career-determining tool offered 
by the College of the Mainland Career Services Center. 

The MBTI has been ·used by .more than 14 million 
people nationwide. Professionals use it to help their cli
ents make informed career decisiOns, and college coun
selors use it to help students choose a career path. 

The developers of this placement tool conducted a num
ber of surveys of pro_fessionals .who enjoy their careers, 
asking each the same questions. They then combined all 
the answers and developed the MBTL 

Patricia Jackson, who was Patricia Williams prior to 
her recent marriage, said, "When a student takes the 
MBTI, the answers he givC~ are compiled by using a mix 
and match method." The students'answers are matched 
with the answers of professionals who share the students' 
interests, likes and dislikes and are happy with the caseer 
"they're in. Jackson said there are no right or wrong, good 
or bad answers to the tool. It is simply what the student 
thinks, what he prefers and the thingS he likes to do com
pared to the likes and dislikes of those already in careers. 

For people who are just beginning their education, the 
MBTI is a tool that gives them insight into which career 
fields best Suit them and the things they should be doing 

in order to reach their goals. 
In the case of people already in a career, the MBTI is a 

tool that helps them expand their horizons by showing 
how they have changed over time. The _MBTI also is a 
source of guidance for people Who don't have any idea of 
what to do or where to start. 

The MBTI takes approximately 35-45 minutes to fin
ish.and helps people who want or need direction. 

For more information call Jackson at (409) 9~8-1211 
or toll free I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 529. 
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Pine Forest project - . 
finished after 2 years 
Continued from Paga t 
ity families. elderly or disabled," Hernandez said. The front · 
desk receptionist for the apartments, Anna Torres, was 

• behin~ in her rent, "so instead of putting her out on the 
~ streets, we gave her a job," Henandez said. "It was a good 

situation for both of us." Most of the people who are em
ployed by the apartments also are current residents. "That 
says a lot about our project," Hernandez said. 

With the Pine Forest project almost· finished, after two 
years of renovations, the .Hemandezes have started to pur
chase single family, hQmes in the Galveston County area. 
They hope to turn renters at Pine Forest into home own
ers. The couple will sell to people who have been current 
tenants at Pine Forest for at least two yea.rs. "We do busi
ness on trust, and we trust our faithful renEers," Hernandez 
s'aid. "No credit check, no money down, worst case we 
get the house back." In ad_dition, the Hemandezes will be 
using the community club house of Pine Forest as a class
room to teach English lo their Spanish speaking tenants. 

Hernandez also is the curren_t chairman of the Dickinson 
Citizens PqliceAcademy Alumni Association. The alumni 
association is currently involved in ra'ising fthtds for Crimi
nal Justice· scholarships for area colleges, which he hopes 
will benefit some of the tenants at Pine Forest. He also 
works with the Hispanic Organization for Learning Ad
vancement at COM, also known as HOLA, in soliciting 
funds to establish a scholarship. 

Other nominees for the Estrella Award this year were 
Larry Edrozo, a local attorney 'in Texas City, Albert Garcia, 
a military retiree and former COM student, and Hilda 
Torres an instructor for the Mexican Fofklorico Ballet of
fered by the Continuing Education department at COM. 
All are outstanding leaders in the Hispanic community. 

Former recipients of the award include last year's win
ner Jaime Jimenez, a retired teacher and former school 
administrator for the Texas City Independent School Dis
tricC The 1999 winner, Eustorgio "Roy" R. Davila~ ls_a 
member of the COM Board of Trustees. 

25th annual fall fun run 
College of the Mainland will hold its 25th annual Texas 

Turkey Trot Fun Run and Walk Nov. 17. Proceeds from 
the event will go toward scholarships. 

The Turkey Trot is open to all ages and ability levels. 
The first race will start at 8 a.m. for children ages 10 

and under doing a 1/4 mile trot. The entry fee is $9. All 
trotters will receive a certificate for participating, Chil
dren will be supervised while their parents compete in the 
longer events. 

Older participants will begin their events at 8:15 a.m., 
which includes one-, three- and six-mile runs. The entry 
fee is for these races is $15. 

Awards will be given·to the first and second place male 
and female winners in each race and to the first place win
ner in each age group. 

All finishers will be given T-shirts and a chance in a 
d,raWing held for various other prizes, including a one night 
stay in a cottage for two at the Columbia Lakes Country 
Club, Bloom in' Onions from the Outback Steakhouse and 
Reebok Gift Certificates. 

The sign-up deadline is Friday, Nov. 9. Entry fonns can 
be mailed to College of the Mainland Recreational Pro
gram, 1200 Ambum Road, Texas City, TX 77591. . 

For more information call Mary Ann Urick, coordina
tor of Recreational Programs and Student Activities at 
( 409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

Play will run through Nov.18 
Continued from Page 1 
play: The man in black, who fades in at the end of the 
scenes but disappears as mysteriously as he appears. 

Requiem for a Heavyweight will play through. Nov. 18. 
For more information or to reserve tickets, contact the 

Arena Theatre at (409) 933:1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 345. 
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The COM softball team took first.place at the GCIC Sports Day Oct. 18. Team member& are (front row, frC)m 
left) Naomi Grimaldo, Jennie Fisher; (back row, from left) Darry Cox, Vito Sarate, Michela MeJla, Adam 
Flies, Faron Samford, Danny Noah, Chris Barkmann and Chris Azkley. {Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Advice on how to retire as a millionaire 

Would you like to retire as a millionaire? 
The following is not a get rich quick scheme. What I 

am advocating is using the power of compounding 
interest in your favor, that is investing in the market. 
The higher the interest rate you find the faster your 
money will grow. 

A quick way to see how long your money wilt take to 
double is to take 72 and divide that by your interest rate. 
Test this with the interest from your average savings 
account, say 5 percent subtract 3 percent for inflation 
and it will take 36 years to double. That means it will 
take 36 years to make $500 become $1,000. Put $500 
into the stock market at a 15 percent return minus 3 
percent inflation, and it only takes 5.5 years to reacp 
$1,000. As you can see, saving in the bank is a waste ol 
money. It lakes less than 40 years to create millions with 
$10,000. You can create this kind of money in five years 
by saving $166 per month. So start now sOyou can quit 
working early. 

There are three basic ways of investing in the stock 
market. 

My favorite is online trading. The advantage of this 
route is total control of your trading a~d the costs are 
minimal. The down side is when things go bad, it is 
your doing. 

The other two options are mutual funds or to use· a 
stockbroker. Both have good and bad points, but in 

general they are both more costly than online trading but 
tend to be no safer. 

The government has made our lives complicated with 
taxes. If you put your money directly into the stock 
market the ·govemment will tax everything you earn. 
This tax is capital gains and is above and beyond your 
standard income tax. 

There are two basic ways to prevent paying capital 
gains-tax. One is ihe Roth IRA lhe other is the standard 
IRA. An)'one who pays income tax is eligible for this 

• 

• 

wonderful tax shelter. 
The Roth IRA is the investing route I have taken. It is 

well suited for people of low income because "it taxes 
your .money before yon p.utilin at yuur presenUax rate. 
When at retirement you take it out, you pay no tax. The 
only reason not to go this route is if you think that you 
are in a, higher tax bracket than you will be in after 
retirement (probably not a consideration for a student). 

A standard IRA take.'tmoney, puts it into an account 
before taxes, and then it is taxed as incom(? when it is 
taken out. There are limitatioris on withdrawing the 
money. If you do not follow the rules, you will have a 10 
percent early withdrawal fee. However, when you tum . 
age 59 1/2, you pay no fees no matter what you do with 
your IRA. 

When·you first start to invest, it is best to look at 
stocks of companies you know, use and like. Generally, 
if you like them, so will others. While you save money 
to invest, keep an eye on your selected stocks and follow 
the stock market reports on t,hem. See what Cvents cause 
the stock to go up and down, so that when you buy and 
eventually sell, you will have an understanding of the 
companies. 

The best way I have found to buy stocks is to limit 
myself to a couple of stocks I know and have re
searched. Then I watch them and pick a price to which I 
thQlk they will drop on a bad day and set a limit order (A 
limit order is a setting used to fix ·the price you want' to 
buy a stock at). 

Be patient. It can take time, but it has worked well for 
me and should do well for you. After you get some 
stocks, do not get lazy; continue to carefully follow 
them in the stock reports. Do this so you can sell out 
before the stock goes down. 

When things get b~d, don't give up. Learn from your 
mistakes; modify your strategy and move on. Remem~ 
ber, no one ever got rich withqut taking a few risks. 

[n the next issue of lntcrCOM I wm discus how to 
eliminate overly risky stocks. I also will touch on the use 
of small corporations to reduce your income taxes and 
thereby increase your disposable income. 

So have your stocks picked out and re.idy for groom
ing by the next issue. Otherwise you could be left behind 
with nothing but worthless lottery tickets as your only 
hQpe for the future. 
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Campus Life 

Disc Jockey Chuck Myers whi~pers to Erin Qualls the charade she will need to act out at the-Student Apprecia
tion Day with 94.5 the BUZZ, sponsored by the Student ActivitJes Board. Winners received Parrot Ice T-shirts, 
compact discs, ·along with many other promotional Items. (Photo by Tara ,Land) 

Student Appreciation Day with BUZZ 
By TARA LAND 
Staff Reporter 

Free T-shirts, free compact discs, free koozies, free Si
erra Mist drinks and, of course, free food. What do these 
things have in comffion? College Hour with the BUZZ. 

The radio station, 94.5 the BUZZ, wassuPtx>5Cdtocome , 
to College of the Mainland Sept. 11, but because of the 
tragic events in New York City and Washington, D.C., 
the Welcome Kickoff was postponed. The BUZZ could 
not come on the rescheduled kickoff dale, Sept. 20, so 
Maryann Urick, Student Activities Board sponsor, and 
Janice Vitale, account manager for the BUZZ, chose Oct. 
9 as a day to have the BUZZ come to honor students on 
Student Appreciation Day. 

Student Appreciation Day is an event the SAB came up 
with."We need to appreciate our students," Urick said, 
"and this is a chailce we had without celebrating anything 
else." Student Appreciation Day will be celebrated peri· 
odically, whenever the SAB feels it is needed. ·· 

Money for college students usually is tight so any time 
something is offered for free, college students show up. 
And many came during College Hour to listen to music, 
eat fre·e food, and get a free Campus Trial Pak filJed with 
necessities, such as soap and deodorant. Paks are designed 

for either·males or females. 
Student Matt Duncan received a fret: college Campus 

Trial Pak and a Parrot lee T-shirt, along with his free lunch. 
The BUZZ gave out many promotional items, such as 
Parrot ke shirts and compact discs. ParI'Ot lee is sold in 
mOst convenience stores. Duncan pointed out, "What I 
like about these things the college throws are free food, 
free deodorant, free soap and free Internet access.'" 

Student Jennifer Gower said, "College is a whole new 
experience from high school, and in order for that transi
tion to be easy, the college must do something for the 
students." Things, such as the Welcome Kickoff, the Hal
loween Karoke party and Student Appreciation Day make 
that transition from high school to college much easier. 

A T•shirt with 94.5 the BUZZ was the prize for anyone 
who wanted to act like a fool. The BUZZ ·played several 
games from Who can answer this question? to What guy 
can bring me a pair of fingernail clippers? to Charades in 
order for students to win those shirts. 

COM Amigos members sold $10 flags for cars, resef\f· 
ing $2 of the money to donate to the American Red Cross 
to help the workers and families in New York City. 

From the student who was a die-hard BUZZ fan to the 
~1udent who was looking for a free lunch, this event at
tracted 150 to 200 students thanks to the BUZZ and SAB. 

Student Goverment election results are in 
By ROY DIXON 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Government held 
the 2001 ·2002 student body elections at the end of Sep· ' 
tember. 

The students have spoken, and the student government 
president for the new school year is Courtney Johnson. 
The remaining positions were filled as follows: Carol 
Voight, vice president; Selma Kishwar, treasurer; Tara 

· Land, secretary; Theresea Boston, parliamentarian; and 
Jennifer Russo, night school representative. College Sen· 
ate representatives are Amy Olfers, Clifford Brown and 
Cori Brodbeck. 

This year's election had one of the best voter turnouts 
in recent years with 128 students voting e;ompared to last 
year's ~03. "More ·people came out than expected," said 
James Shippy, Student Government adviser. The Student 
Govemmen.,'s main focu-s is students and what they think 
should be done on campus. 

One of the many problems Student Government will 
be addressing is the lighting situation throughout the cam· 
pus. Many students have complained about how dark it 
is at night walking to their cars. "It's too dark for me on 
campus at night when I leave the library," Johnson S3id. 
"l'qi scared, too." 

Johnson said the .issues he wants to bring to the atten· 
tion of COM officials a,e lowering prices in the cafeteria, 
having more_ student facilities to benefit students in the 
Student Center and more minority administrative posi· 
tions to aid the growing minority student population. 

School organizations wanting to know what Student 
Government is doing, should send a student representive 
lo the meetings. The next meeting will be held Thursday 
Nov. 29, on the second floor of the COM Student Centtr 
during College Hour. Mettings are nonnally held every 
other Thursday; 

For more information about Student Government con· 
tact Shippy at(409) 938-1211 or toll free .1 (888) 258-
8859,Ext f13. 
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Student Activities 
Board wants YOU 
By DAROLYN D, MANGUM 
Staff Reporter 

Many people attend COll~ge of the Mainland, but with 
busy schedules, jqbs and classes, it's impossible to know 
everyone. If you have concerns regarding educational, rec
reational, social, cultural and entertainment programs, five 
people who attend COM are worth knowing. These people 
are the 2000-2001 officers of the COM Student Activi
ties Board: Nicole Cothran, president; EmiliO Vega, vice 
president; Mary Monroe, secre1ary; Byron Hambrick, trea
surer; and Zack Winn, historian 

According to the by-laws; the primary function of SAB 
is to plan, develop and conduct educational, recreational, 
social, cultural and entertainment programs for the col
leg~ community. It is an opportunity for students to de· 
veloy leadt:rship skills, learn to orgal)ize and present Spe· 
cial events, decide how student fees are spent, meet more 
people and acquire additional experience which is ben· 
eficial on a resume. 

Any student enrolled in credit courses at COM may 
become a member of the SAB. Officers are elected each 
November to sen,e a year's term. The elected officers' 
tenns run from the time of the elections until the end of 
the fall semester. The officers of the previous year work 
with the incoming officers until Jan.1 when they retire. 
The officers are elected Py a majority of the participating 
members. To be eligible to vote a member must have at· 
tended at least two previous SAB meetings. 

Meetings for SAB are held on Tuesdays during Col· 
lege Hour in the Gym. Room p.110, unless an activity, 
such as the blood drive is planned. Upcoming events in· 
elude the Veterans Day program cosponsored, with the · 
Students for Christ, Nov 8; Sex and Consequences held 
at College Hour, Nov. 8 in the LRC Auditorium, L·l31. 
the .Multicultural Luncheon Nov. 15 during College·Hour; 
and a discount Book Fair Nov. 20 in the Technical/Voca. 
tional Building. 

Another benefit for SAB members is a scholarship fund 
for active members. The scholarships go to the five most 
involved members: $200 scholarshi'ps to two niembers 
who have devoted the most time to SAB events. Three 
$100 scholarships to the members with the next highest 
amount of time spenl on SAB events. The pur})Ose of the 
scholarships is to reward the five students for time they 
donated toward the successful completion of SAB events 
and as an incentive to get students to join SAB. 

For more information call Maryann Urick, coordinator 
of Recreational Programs and Student Activities, at ( 409) 
93_8- 1211 ortoll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext 418-

Honoring cultures 
All students, faculty and staff are invited to the 

Multicultural·Luncheon to h'onor the different cul· 
tures represented on the College of the Mainland 
campus. 

The luncheon is set for Thursday, Nov. 15, at 
12:30 p.m. in the Sun 'Room df the Student Cen· 
ter. 

To participate in the luncheon, each person must 
bring a covered dish from his or her culture. 

lntemational students need not bring a dish. 
The Student Activities Board, Phi Theta Kappa 

and tht! Organization of African American Cul
ture are hosting this event. 

For more infonnation contact, Maryann Urick, 
coordinator of Recreational Programs and Stu
dent Activities, at (409) 938-1211 or toll free at 1 
(888) 258-8859, Ext 418. 
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Afghans receive food, 
Americans go hungry 

Apparently it is the American way to feed 
those with whem we are at war. We cannot feed 
our citizens who lake up residence. in our streets, 

, yet we can afford to drop food rations to those 
who hatefully burn our American flag. 

President Bush announced that dietary 
assistance packages were the first part of a $320 
million humanitarian effort for displaced Afghan 
refugees. It is possible the intent of food drops is 
(or international acceptance of U.S. military.Jed ' 
bombings and not for mercy for the Afghan 
people. Rather than benefiting our.enemy, 
American dollars should benefit our citizens, our 
disaster relief efforts and biochemical protection. 

Our citizens go hungry while our government 
assures our eriemy of sustenance. The Afghan 
children we feed today may become the Taliban 
soldiers of the future. Money used to pay for 
rations and for the fuel it takes to fly and drop 
food could be spent right here in America, caring 
for families who struggle to feed their children. 

Ordinary citizens not directly affected by the 
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks have donated money to 
the Disaster Relief Fund to help those families 
who have lost family members, jobs, businesses 
and homes. While U.S. citizens generously 
contribute money, the exact people who harbor 
th~ individuals dirodly----responsible for .the 
terrorist attacks receive food via American tax 
dollars. It is uncertain if the f009 rations, 
intended for Afghan refugees, actually make it to 
intended destinations. 

• New disastrous developments have occurred 
as we now are dealing with the anthrax scare. 
Anthrax-laced letters have been used to deliver 
this purposefully -manufactured disease to 
specific people and companies in Florida, New 
York and Washington, D.C. Postal officials warn 
they do not have the funding or manpower to 
~xamine all correspondence and cannot be 
certain U.S. mail is free of contamination. 
Currently, the vaccine for anthrax is in short 
supply in the United States. Assisting in the 
production of the vaccine and developipg 
alternative preventive measures is a more 
appropriate use of government funds than food 
drops to Afghanistan. 

We Americans will not hear fro.m our govern
ment that "humanitarian famine assistance" is 
actually our tax dollars feeding Afghan citizens, 
including the Taliban. The act of providing them 
with food is more than an act of sympathy or 
kindness; there is an ulterior motive. 

Our nation's current policy of simultaneous 
war and humanitarian aid to our adversaries is an 
example of political double-talk, as our govern· 
ment is more concerned with ensuring our 
reputation as a compassionate cotintry. U.S. 
citizens living in poverty are the more needy 
candidates for food aid than the uncooperative 
Afghan citizens. Our citizens are entitled to have 
tax dollars spent in ways that will directly benefit 
them, such as domestic disaster relief efforts and 
biochemical protection. 

U.S. aircrafts are welcome to diop food rations 
to some of those citizens at 23rd Street and 
Broadway, Galveston, Texas, USA. 
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AIDS shatters hopes, dreams, families 

While students are still in school they have many 
dretms. They have great plans aQQUt what they are 
going to do with their lives and how things are going to 
be when they finish school. 

But what if one day you found out that your dreams 
would not come true, that your life was going to come 
to an end sooner than you had planned? What if you 
found out you had an incurable disease? What if you 
found out you had AIDS? 

Let me share with you the story of a young, pretty 
woman who was smart, funny and popular in high 
school and had her whole life before her. 

After graduation-She began going to parties, drinking 
and became sexually active. She had plans to become a 
teacher, a wife, a mother, she already was a sister, a 
daughter, a friend. 

But her life came to an end, despite wonderful 
dreams. Never would she see her two youngest sisters 
walk across the stage to receive their high school 
diplolhas, never would she see her only brother's child, 
and never would she be .able to see her youngest siblings 
walk down the wedding ai_sle to start lives of their own. 
At the end of her life people were turning their headsJo 
look at her, not because of her beuuty, but because of her 
disease, AIDS. 

When she found out she had AIDS she immediately 
told her family. At the time they saw no difference in 
her, she was jusl a bit more tired ihan usual. During the 
last six months of her life she began to lose weight
lots of it. Then her hair started thinning and falling out. 

Going to the doctor weekly and getting blood transfu· 
sions became routine. Sores developed in her mouth and 
down her throat; she had trouble walking and breathing 
on her own and was too weak to eat. 

To you the reader this is only a 1\tory, but to me this
was part of my life, I had to deal With this dying 25-
year.old woman daily. You see, she was my sister. 

It may never happen to you, but what about a friend 
or a relative? AIDS_ is a disease most people know 
something about, but do they really know it? 

My sister was discriminated against because of 
ignorance. Even in our own family we ·had people who 
,would not let their children come near her because she 

had this disease. 
When she found out she had AIDS, we went to the 

library and read as many books as we could to learn 
about it. This disease can be transdlitted in only-three 
ways: sexually1 through blood qansfusions and sharing 
dirty needles. • 

If you are se~ually active, even in a heterosexual 
relationship, you can catch AIJ?S. According to the 
magazine AIDS Treatment News, you have a l·in·20 
chance of having sex with someone who is I-UV positive 
(the early stage of AIDS) or who has AIDS. Further· 
more, even though you may be sexually active with only 
one partner, if your partner has had sex with several 
others, you in essence have had sex with all of them and 
lheir partners. 

Now is the time to become infonned and get tested. 
We don't need to lose any more lives from something 
that can be avoided .with caution. 

If you would like to have more infomation on AIDS or 
HIV contact the Gulf Coast Center· HIV Division in 
Galveston (409) 762·5935. This number will connect 
you with an HIV team that goes to people's homes to do 
private AIDS testing. 

You also can contact the Galveston County Health 
Department Center for Venereal Disease Control in La 
Marque at (409) 938·2429. Or contact Glenda Ridens at 
Planned Parenthood Clinic in League City (281) 337. 
4618. All of these clinics provide AIDS and HIV testing. 

Nursing program update 
The Board of Nurse Examiners of Texas Will 

meet in January to review the College of the Main
land Nursing Program, according to Dr. Gay 
Reeves, interim director of the program. "The 
nursing program has been accredited by the BNE 
since the program's inception." 

Since the May 2001 nursing graduates had a 
94 percent state board pass rate, nursing faculty 
"anticipate that the current conditional accredita· 
tion status will be upgraded," Dr. Reeves said. 

Freshman nursing students are enjoying posi· 
tive learning experiences with small student
teacher ratios. Students also benefit from the nurs
ing faculty mentoring program now in place. 

Any pre-nursing student who has not been con~ 
tacted by an instructor should call ( 409) 938-1211 
or toll free I (888) 258-8859, Ext426, 
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News/Features 

Anthrax scare leads . . 
to mail precautions 
By DAROLYN D. MANGUM 
Staff Reporter 

Several instances involving suspicious letters or pack
ages have been investigated in Texas. However, the an
thrax bacteria has not been found, said the Texas Depart- · 
ment of Health. 

The Galveston County Health District is providing steps 
for handling suspicious letters and packages. The steps 
are from a health advisory issued t?y the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control .and Preventicin. 

Steps for handling SJ1Spicious unopened letters or pack
ages are as follows: • 

• Do not shake or empty contents. 
• Place in a plastic bag or container to prevent leakage 

of contents. If a bag or container is unavailable, 
cover the item with clothing. paper or trash can. 

• Do not remove covering. 
• Leave the room and close off the area, 
• Keep others from entering. 
• Wash your hands with soap and water. 
• Report the incident to local police or other law 

enforcement officials. 
If the incident occurs in the workplace, also notify the 

building security and the supervisor. Make a list of the 
people who were in the room or area when the suspicious
looking letter or package was identified. Provide the list 
to law enforcement, the postal inspector and the public 
health officials. 

For packages and letters that are unopened, call the 
postal inspector at (713) 226--36CX). The number is an
swered 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

If a suspicious looking package or letter ha'S been 
opened, it then be~mes a law enforcement 'issue, so you 
should call the local police department or sheriff's office. 

W-Day set for Nov.19 
Withdrawal Day, also known as W-Day is set for 

Nov. 19. This is the last day to drop classes stu
dents feel they are not doing well in. This is the last 
chance for students to drop their classes-without 
having an F on their transcripls, thereby Lowering 
their grade point average. To withdraw students need 
to fill out an add/drop slip in theAdmissions Office 
in the Administration Building. 

COurtney Joh noon, pruldent of Student Government, 
and member Yvoa,ne Zeno tie red ribbons to trffS 
around cam- In honor of Rod Ribbon WNk. Sae 
related atory on Pago 9. (Photo by Phil Johnoon) 

Virginia Adair, from COM purchasing department. hands out informative literature, stickers, pens and crayons to 
children at the Safety and Health Excellence for Our Children Fair held Oct. 20 at the Doyle Convention Center in 
~Texas City. The COM booth was designed to teach children about poison control. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Safety fair learning tool for children 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Staff Reporter 

The Safety and Health Excellence for Our Children Fair 
held Ocl. 20 at the Doyle Convention Center in Texas 
City was a great hands-on learning experience for all chil
dren who attended. 

The event was open to children of all ages, but there 
were many "big kids" (adults) grabbing their fair share of 
great'giveaways and door prizes. 

There was something for everyone including free pop
, com and water, courtesy of Ozarka. BP (formerly Amoco) 

set up a bike safety path inside the convention center and 
gave free bike helmets to all children . . 

The safety fair also included dog shows, puppet shows, · 

book readings and games. Local businesses, city and 
county agencies, the Texas City Independent School Dis
trict, the Texas City/La Marque Chamber of Commerce, 
Mainland Medical Center and College of the Mainland 
were sponsors of the event. 

Children visited many booths, all geared to teach about 
various health and safety issues. 

.The COM booth, designed to teach children about poi
son control, had informative handouts, stickers, pens, 
pencils and crayons. Virgina Adair, COM purchasing de
partment, and Jason Green, COM safely coordinator, were 
on hand to help children learn about poison control. 
COMpress, the Galveston County Poison Control Center 
and Mainland Pharmacy were.among the many corttribu
tors in COM's effort to make the event a success. 

Reality of breast cancer hits all women 
By DAROLYN D. MANGUM 
Staff Reporter 

You may have noticed people wearing pink ribbons or 
pins on their lapels during October. The pink ribbons rep
resent and support breast cancer awareness. 

In the past I noticed the pink ribbons, but not like I 
notice them since the reality of breast cancer touched my 
life and the lives of my family members. On Nov. 28, 
20CXJ, my sister was diagnosed with breast cancer. The 
tumor was larger than 3 centimeters, but no lymph nodes 
were inv'olved, and the cancer had not spread. 

My sister's baby was 4 months old the day she was 
diagnosed, which also Was our father's birthday." 

Her first reaction was that she could not believe it had 
happened to her. There was not much I could say because 
I could not speak or let her see that I also was devastated. 
lt is hard to be supportive when you hurt as badly as the 
person you are supporting. Her breaking the news of lhe 
diagnosis was just the beginning of a long process. 

On Dec. 6, 2000, my sister underwerit a radical mas
tectomy, removal of her left breast. Her hospital stay was 
three days. and she was up and walking around by the 
third day. One difficult part of her recovery was she could 
not hold her baby because she was restricted from lifting 
anything with her left arm because some of the lymph 
nodes under her arm had been removed. TherefoJe, if she 
lifted anytfiing, her lymphatic glanQS would fill with fluid. 

My sister did everything doctors told her to do to assist 
in her recovery. Although she did what she could for her
self, her family was there for her. 'Iwo months after her 
surgery she began intravenous chemotherapy treatments. 

The side effects of chemotherapy are dizziness, confu
sion, agitation, missing menstrual periods, tiredness or 
weakness, darkening of skin and fingernails, temporary 
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loss of hair and other minimal side effects. The side ef
fects of Adriamycin (Doxorubicin) include vomiting, sores 
in the .mouth and lips, and temporary loss of hair. 

It was difficult and watch my sister go through the.che
motherapy and to see the effects it had on her body. 
My sister had beautiful hair before the chemotherapy; after 
her second treatment she was completely bald. 

I remember my sister crying to me and saying she felt 
ashamed, isolated, not a whole woman, and that people 
would think she was dirty because she had this disease. 
Everyone who talked to her made her feel somewhat en
couraged, but what really helped her was joining a cancer 
support group in Galveston. The women in the support 
group could actually say they knew what she was going 
through because they were breast cancer survivors. 

According to physicians .Orlando E. Silva and Stefano 
Zurida, authors of Breast Cancer: A Practical Guide, the 
first description of breast cancer appeared in 1600 BC in 
an ancient Egyptian papyrus manuscript 'ho.used in the 
British Museum. 

In 1999, according to Breast Cancer, approximately 
796,000 new cancer cases were diagnosed, and of those 
approximately 314,000 deaths were worldwide. 

Breast cancer is the most common caiicer among women 
worldwide. In thC United States breast cancer cases have 
steadily increased slflce 1960 at a rate of 1 to 2 percent 
per year. Breast cancer, according to the book. accounts 
for 32 percent of all cancers in women ages 30 to 70. 
1\velve percent of U.S. women will develop breast can
cer if they live to be 85 years old; 50 percent of breast 
cancers usually occur after age 65; 6.5 percent of breast 
cancers occur in women younger than 40. Breast cancer 
is second only to lung cancef in American women. 

Early detection can eliminate spreading of the cancer. 

See Early Pago 5 

' 
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Red Ribbon Week 
observed at COM 
By APRlL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Many students may remember seeing the red ribbons 
the Student Government tied to trees and iight posts around 
the College of the Mainland campus Oct. 23-31. 

Red Ribbon Week was founded by the National Family 
Partnership in 1988 to teach children the dangers of drug 
and alcohol abuse. Since that time, the organization has 
reached millions of children. 

Here in Texas, the Texas Commission on Alcohol and 
Drug Abuse began ensuring the continuation of Red Rib
bon Week by committing resources to the campaign 
against drug and alcohol abuse. 

Red Ribbon Week began by honoring a young man, 
Enrique "Kiki" Camarena, who moved to the United States 
from a barrio in Mexico when he was 9 years old. 

According to Red Ribbon Works, an online organiza
tion, C.imarena spent his first few years in the United 
States working in orchards with his family, dreaming of 
going to school. 

Once Camarena was able to attend public schools, he 
flourished. In high school he was on the football and bas
ketball teams, yearbook and was voted "Best All Around . • 
Senior." 

After graduation, he worked his way through college 
and earned a degree in criminal justice. He went on to 
serve in the Marine Corps and worked as a firefighter and 
then as a police officer. Camarena began seeing the trouble 
his friends were getting into with drugs and ,decided to 
join the Drug Enforcement Agency. 

His family knew of the dangers involved in the job and 
tried to convince him to change his mind. But Camarena 
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'SAB Rocks' witli 
music, cash, food 
BYTARALAND 
Staff Reporter 

Music, pumpkins and cash played a big part in 
the College of the Mainland Halloween Karaoke 

· Party held Oct. 30 during College Hour. 
Two contests were held with various prizes. 
The first contest was the Karaoke contest. The 

crowd heard a variety of .songs from cOuntry
westem to the Beatles. 

Ryan Johns and Jenna Contenta judged the 
contest. The first place winner, Crystal Robinson 
who sang Fancy, took home a $10 bill. Second 
and third place winners, Oat Nguyen who sang 
Angels of Harlem, and Brad Smith who sang At 
This Moment, took home $5 bills. All other con
testants took home small pumpkins full of candy. 

While audience members were serenaded and 
enjoyed their barbecue baked potatoes, three 
teams worked quickly to carve pumpkins into a 
spider, a traditional jack-o-lantem and the say
ing of "SAB Rocks." 

At first there was tie between the SAB Rocks 
pumpkin and the jrl.ck-o-lantern, but the audience, 
asked to clap for each, gave the most applause 
for the jack-o-lantem, created by Rina Andrade, 
Myra Sanchez jlnd Maria Perez. They took home 
the first place prize, a bucket full of candy. 

Ericka Blackbum and Joe Austin took home 
small pumpkins full of candy as second place 
winners for the SAB Rocks pumpkin. Although 
the spider was a creative idea, the pumpkin carv
ers did not have enough time to finish. They, how
ever, were given some candy to take home for , 
lheir efforts and good attiludes. 
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Pumpkin carving contest 2nd place winners Joe Austin and Ericka Blackburn shoWoff thelr"SAB Rocks" pumpkin 
creation. First place winners Myra Sanchez and Marla Perez show off their traditional Jack-o-lantern at the 
Halloween Karaoke Party 'held OcL 30. See "SAB Rocks" on bottom left of page. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

told his mother, "No. Even if I am only one person, I can 
make a difference." 

He began working undercover in Mexico gathering in
formation and evidence against a major drug cartel, be
lieved to have members from the Mexican army, police 
and government. On the fateful day of Feb. 7, 1985, the 
37-year-old Camarena left his office to have lunch with 
his wife. Five men appeared at his side and shoved him 

into a car. A month later his tortured body was found bur
ied in a shallow grave in Mexico. 

Camarena 's family and friends began wearing red rib
bons in honor of his fight against drugs. As his story spread, 
parents began to form organizations using Camarena as 
their model, embracing his belief that one person can make 
a difference. Organizations also adopted the family's sym
bol of Camarena's life, the red ribbon. 

Author inspires positive self-concept 
By DAROLYN D. MANGUM 
Staff Reporter 

Iyanla Vanzant is a. spiritual person who really has a. 
great self-concept. Vanzant has written many books that 
are instrumental to women's self-esteem. In her article, 
"The Gift," which was published in the January 2000 is
sue of Essence magazine, Vanzant discusses obstacles she 
has faced and overcome by believing in herself and not 
relying on the opinion of others. Vanzant .rose above be
ing sexually abused as a child, battered as a wife and hos
pitalized for suicide attempts. 

Since we are not born with a· self-concept, we develop 
a self-concept by the way we believe others see us. Vanzant 
has a powerful message of how to value life and what life 
.means to her. The struggles she has faced could have had 
a greater negative-impact on her life, but instead she fo
cused on the po'Sitives in her life. 1 

In her pictures, Vanzant's face looks peaceful. She said 
her Life is at peace because ~he had high expectations for 

· her life and did not give up. 
In developing a self-concept, we have to deal with in

fluences that affect our identity, such as culture, ethnicity 
and gender. If we .are not sure of who we are, we have a 
hard time having a self-concept. Vanzant said it is im
perative to set goals and achieve them on one's own in 

order to understand self-discipline. She also speaks of how 
culture has a big influence on how we see ourselves. If 
we are always put down or criticized, we think that we 
are not important. 

Vanzant writes about how hard it is for some African 
Americans to rise above their obstacles because of low or 
no self-concept. Many of the topics Vanzant discusses in 
her speeches and her books are about self-discoveJY. 

The concepts Vanzant speaks of are significant to me 
because I have tried some of the exercises in her books. I 
have realized that life is what one makes of it, so if one 
lives life thinking every outcome of every si1uation will 
be negative, then it will be. There have been times in my 
life that I would not have been able to help someone real
ize how important or special she was if I had not been in 
touch with myself. 

As a parent and a teacher, lam happy that I know who 
I am because I have to be prepared to offer positive inspi
ration lo students with low self-esteem. If positive people 
would share a positive word or concept with someone who 
has low self-esteem, the people with low self-esteem 
would gain a new outlook on life. I also realize that until 
we say to ourselves that we will search the depths of our · 
souls for our true selves, dealing with everyday life will 
be a constant battle because we·will live our lives search
ing for something that already is within ourselves. 

Dr. Turner, poet, art theorist to lecture Nov. 26 
A reception was held for the opening of the Faculty 

Exhibit Nov. 1 in the College of the Mainland Art Gal
lery. The exhibit which closes Dec. 5, features nine an
ists paintings, photography and ceramics. 

In conjunction with the Faculty Exhibit, Dr. Frederick 
Turner, a poe1, art theorist and Shakespearean expert, will 
give his lecture, What is Beauty, Nov. 26, at 3:30 p.m. in 
the Fine Arts Building Recital Hall, Room F-117. 

Dr. Turner, has a doctorate in English language and lit
erature. He bas appeared on Discovery Channel's science 

• 

• 

documentary "Understanding Beauty" and is prese!J.tly 
Founders Professor of Arts and Humanities at the Univer
sity of Texas at Dallas. 

Dr. Turner's lecture will last approximately one hour 
and anyone interested in art and its beauty should con
sider being part of the audience. Dr. Turner's lecture will 
include a question and answer session. 

For more information contact COM Art Gallery Direc
tor Janet Hassinger at (409) 938-1211 or toll free I (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 354. • 
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Editorials/Features 

Halloween history haunts headlines 
By MICHAEL SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

A dictionary definition of Halloween would say some
thing about Oct. 31, costumes, trick-or-treating and jack
o-lanterns. Could you define it any better? 

The United States has taken ancient Irish, Scottish, Ro
man and English traditions and celebrations, and mixed 
them all together until we got the big, bubbling, scary 
brew of a celebration we have today. 

It all started with the Celts who inhabited the British 
Isles and northern. France. The on~~t of autumn brought 
with it Samhain (pronounced sew-ween), a festival that . . 
marked the end of summer and the start 4)f preparations 
for the winter. Since by the end of summer food was grow
ing scarce and plants began to die, the Celtic Lord of the 
Dead, Anwinn, was honored. 

Summer's end was considered a magical time of the 
year because the veil between this world and the spirit 
world was believed to be at its thinnest. The living could 
communicilte with loved ones who had passed away, and 
the dead co~ld and would return to eart~. To prevent these 
spirits from recognizing them and taking over their bod
ies, people would dress up in scary costumes and masks. 

Celts also believed that fairies were busy as bees, fly
ing around tricking the people who had stolen their land. 

By the year of our Lord 43 A.O. the Romans had in
vaded and conquered the Cells and combined Samhain 
with their celebration of Feralia, honoring the dead, a 
celebration for Pomona, goddess of fruil,.and trees. 

The Roman Catholic Church felt it could not control 
the people who had a celebration focused on magic and 
spirits, so in the 800s Pope Boniface IV tried to change 
the celebration into a religious on~. Nov. 1 became All 
Saints Day, a day to celebrate saints who did not have a 
special day of their own. Oct. J1 was designated All Hal
lows' Eve meaning "hallowed" or "holy" evening. This 
made everyone happy as the church·got its hallowed night 
recognized, and the people got to hold onto their spook 
fest. Over the years the English language has evolved All , 
Hallows' Eve into the word we use today, Halloween. 

Halloween is celebrated differently in other countries. 
In Ireland and Scotland, children don't go trick-or-treat
ing for candy. Instead, packs of the wee moppets go 
around singing rhymes lo their neighbors. This is called 

ghising or galoshin. They also watch out for cats on this 
night, considering black ones to be good luck and white 
ones to be bad luck ,,. weirdos. 

A traditional Halloween dish of whipped cream and 
oatmeal called faraug is eaten in Britain, Ireland, Nova 
Scotia and Canada. 

In Mexico Halloween is El Dia de los Muertos. All 
Souls' Day on Nov. 2 is commemorllted with a three-day 
celebration that kicks off Oct. 31. Many families honor 
their deceased members by placing food and the loved 
ones' favorite personal items on altars called ofrendas. 

In the United States we have .a few traditions of our 
own, like carvingjack-o-lanlems, dressing up in costumes 
and trick-or-treating. 

The jack-o-lantems originated w_hen Celtic fathers and 
sons used to round up and carve out a suitable turnip. They 
placed a lighted candle inside to illuminate the carved face. 

~ These kept away the Stingy Jack of Irish lore for whom 
the jack-a-lantern is named. When Irish immigrants ar
rived in the United States they found turnips in short sup
ply, but they soon forgot about the turnip when they got 
their hands on the larger, more carvable native American 
pumpkin. And the rest is history. 

When the Celts first started Samhain, they would go 
door-to-door begging.for food in order to hold a commu
nity feast. Later on the English left candy treats outside 
their doors to prevent evil spirits from haunting their 
houses. The Irish arrived on America's shore with this tra
dition, and it has since been transformed into an opportu-
nity for children to trick-or-treat for candy. . 

However, Halloween has not always been a night of 
happy little ghouls and goblins skipping around begging 
for candy. It used to have the nickname "Mischief Night." 
It was a night for jokers tO play pranks on stingy neigh· 
bors and dare their dumb little buddies to perform silly, 
vulgar, even dangerous stunts, Jikt;; a night-long episode 
of MTV'sJackass. Mischief Night antics included shear
ing goats, switching road signs, knocking on doors then 
running away (death knocks) and the evil prank of push
ing over an occupied outhouse. 

Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and various neigborhood orga
nizations have tried to change this night into one of com
munity togetherness and harmless traditions. Eventually 
good manners prevailed, evolved and changed Oct. 31 into 
a.night of reaSonable sanity and goodwill. 

COM Human Resources generalists Alice Whistler (left) and Jennifer Johnson hand out trick-or-treat goodies of 
candy and stickers to.the children from the Chlld Development Lab on Oct. 31. The children dressed In Hallqw
een costumes, trick-or-treated around campus receiving goodies from the different departments. This has been 
an ongoing tradition for the past-several years. (Photo by Kristy Roberts! 
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Thanksgiving Day 
has new meaning 

Kristy 
,Roberts 

Thanksgiving Day will be different this year 
for many Americans. We will celebrate Thanks
giving Day, Nov, 22, with family, friends, loved 
ones, parades, football games and a huge turkey 
feast. But the light-hearted mood of the occasion 
may be replaced with more somber sentiments 
in light of the tragedy of Sept. 11, the clean-up 
and recovery efforts in New York City, subse
quent attacks of bioterrorism and the ongoing 
war in Afghanistan. 

As'children we learned about the "First 
Thanksgiving." School plays depict a peaceful 
celebration between Pilgrims and Indians. 
However, picturing Pilgrims and Indians 
observing Thanksgiving together did not 
become a tradition until after 1900 when the 
Indian wars were well in the past. 

Thanksgiving Day also has undergone several 
date changes since its formal inception. 

The first Thanksgiving proclarnalion signed in 
Charlestown, Mass., in 1676 declared June 29 as 
Thanksgiving Day. Additional date changes 
were made by the Continental Congress in 1782. 
George Washington signed a proclamation to 
change the date to coincide with the signing of 
the new Constitution. A proclamation signed by 
Abrah9m Lincoln in 1863 set forth the last 
Thursday of November. 

In 1939 Franklin Roosevelt advanced the date 
by one week for commercialism purposes, 
thereby giving merchants more time to prepare 
for a Christmas shopping rush. Since then we 
have traditionally celebrated Thanksgiving the 
fourth Thursday of each November. 

Even though the celebration date has changed 
several times since our forefathers' first "harvest 
celebration" in 1621, the reasons for the 
tradition remain everlasting. 

This Thanksgiving Americans will gather for 
dinner at times that do not interfere with football 
games. Family, friends and loved ones will say 
prayers of thanks for a huge feast, devour it 
happily, then be extremely miserable afterwar~s. 

For most Americans, many things will be dif
ferent this Thanksgiving morning. This year, we 
know what it feels like to have fewer freedoms, 
far fewer than in previous years. On this holiday, 
we Americans know what it is like to feel less 
secure in our counti-y. However, we now have a 
renewed sense of nationalism and patriotism not 
experienced in this country since America entered 
World War 11. 

On Nov, 22, as millions of Americans, young 
and old, gather in front of televisions to watch an 
American tradition, the Macy's Thanksgiving Day 
Parade, that renewed sense of patriotism will be 

• strongly felt. The parade will go on as it always 
has since 1926. Only during World War II was 
the parade canceled due to lack or fonds and na
tional security reasons. 

This year will be different. The world-renowned 
parade wm march on without two of America's 
greatest landmarks in the background, the Twin 
Towers of the World Trade Center. 
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New TRIO Gr~nt 
offered to students 
By CHRISTINA WEAVER 
Staff Reporter 

The new Student Support Services office at Col
lege of the Mainland is offering a new type of grant 
for students who need help paying for college. 

A federally funded program, the TRIO Grant (the 
term "TRIO" describes the combination of three 
federal programs) is being offered to students who 
meet one or more o( three qualifications. A stu
dent must be receiving financial aid or have a low 
income, must be a first-generation college &iudent 
(neither parent has a four year degree) or be a stu
dent with disabilities. 

The TRIO Grant is part of a series of progr.ams 
funded under Title IV of the Higher Education Act 
of 1965. Financial aid is available to help students 
overcome financial barriers, but TRIO programs 
help students overcome other issues, such as class 
and social barriers. More than 1,900 TRIO pro
grams currently serve nearly 700,000 low-income 
Americans bety.,een the ages of 11 and 27, and 
more than 1,200 colleges and universities offer
TRIO programs in America. 

Aside from the TRIO Grant, COM Student Sup
port also offers filany services to students who need 
assistance in their academic endeavors. Some of 
these services inclui:le academic advising and 
course selection, tutoring, campus visits to univer
sities, career counseling and financial assistance. 

Student Support also will offer a number of Stu
dent Success Workshops throughout the semester. 
Hm.yever, ~orkshops are not pre-scheduled events. 

"We want to plan the workshops based on stu
dent needs," said Chris Kimbark, Student Support 
Services coordinator. 

The Student Success Workshops generally fo
cus on subjects, such as infonnation on test anxi~ 
ety, self-esteem, stress management, career explo
ration and test-taking tips. 

For a TRIO Grant application or more informa
tion about any student services, contact Student 
Support Services at (409) 938-1211 or toll free at 
1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 131, or go by the office in 
the AdministratioR Building, RoomA-148. 

Early _detection critical 
Continued from Page 4 ----------
To detect cancer, do monthly self-breast exams, have 
yearly gynecological exams and mammograms as often 
as your physician recommends. However, you can do all 
of these things and still not find the cancer early enough. 

In my sister's case, she detected the pea-sized lump in 
her breast in 1998 and was told by a physician to immedi
ately stop taking her oral contraceptives. Three months 
after discontinuing._birth control pills, she became preg
nant. During her pregnancy the lump grew larger. She 
nursed her baby for three months, and by then the lump 
was visible through a thin shirt. 

She went to a physician who ordered a biopsy; it came 
back positive for breast cancer. 

It has been more than 11 months since my sister's diag
nosis; she will end radiation Nov. 16. She has days when 
she is depressed because her battle is not over, 

My sisters life has changed because there are,things.she 
will have to do differently for the rest of her life. She now 
has to wear a medical alert bracelet because she cannot 
have blood drawn, have her blood pressure takeh, or have 
needle sticks in her left arm. 

Despite the challenges my sister faces and the fact that 
it has not yet been a year since her diagnosis and surgery, . 
she talks openly about breast cancer because she wants to 
inform women about the importance of early detection. 
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OAAC provides opportunities for members 
By ROY DIXON 
Staff Repcner 

The Organization of African American Culture founcfed 
in 1978, is the longest existing organization on the Col
lege of the Mainland camp~s. Originally named the BlaCk 
Student Union, OAAC is the $Joly organization on cam
pus specifically for African American students. 

This organization is responsible for Black History pro
grams and parties and Kwanzaa activities on campus. 

Members are expected to attend all meetings and par
ticipate in all the fund-raisers in order to pay for the cost 
of the activities planned by the club . 

OAAC members recently donated seven coats to Coats 
for Kids, sponsored by the National Panhellenic Coun
sel. For Thanksgiving. OAAC will donate dinners ·to two 
needy families in the community. 

Members were asked to join the NAACP so COM can 
have its own chapter. At least 25 members are needed. 
Admission fees for people 18 to 21 is $10, for those 22 to 
24 is $15 and for those 25 and up, the fee is $30. 

On Saturday, Nov. 10, OAAC will have a party for the 
area high school youths in the Student Center from 9 p.m 

to 1 a.m. 
Parties are one way for the OAAC to raise money for 

activities. Admission to the party is $3 before 10 p.m. 
and $4 after 10 p.m .. 

Next semester the OAAC wi11 host several events from 
a Hip Hop concert to a High School All Star Basketball 
Game. Officers of OAAC will visit the campus.of Texas 
A&M University to attend the Black Leadership Confer
ence Jan. 17-21. 

The OAAC also plans a trip to Atlanta where members 
will visit several black colleges and the Dr. Martin Luther 
King Monument. 

OAAC recently elected the following officers: Tashiba 
Bryant, president; Roy Dixon, vice president; Toya Fury, 
secretary; George West, assistant secretary; Jia LeBlanc; 
treasurer; Ola Kareem, parlimentarian; Courtney Johnson, 
historian; and Yvonne Zeno and Karma Humphrey, Stu
dent Government representives . . 

OAAC meetings are held every other Thursday in the 
Gym, Room P-112 at 12:30 p.m. The next meeting is Nov. 
8. For questions about OAAC see Jeanette Slaughter front 
desk at the Gym or contact her at (409) 938-1211 or toll 
free I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 422. 

COM graduate sings his way to success 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland graduate Shawn Johnson has 
started to make a name for himself in country music. 

Johnson recently won first place for his performance 
of George Strait's hit "Baby Blue," at the Santa Fe Cham
ber of Commerce annual Heritage Awards Oct. 13. The 
Heritage award is an annual talent show which showcases 
the many amateur singers and performers from the greater 
Galveston County area. 

Johnson has no designs on Nashville right now. "I just 
don't know about that big of a move right now," Johnson 
said. "I chose COM because I wanted to stay close to 
horhe," He also has started writing music and is now work
ing on writing ly.rics. Johnson has high hopes of eventu
ally becoming a song writer. 

He sings with several of the local bands like the Mav
ericks and the Cherokee County Band. He can be seen 
performing at local opry houses in Lake Jackson, Manvel 
and Alvin. He will be perform at Alvin on Nov. 11 .for 
Legends Night. 

Johnson currently is auditioning for Willia~ "Taco" 
Clements, a local band leader, as lead vocals for one of 
his country and western bands. He also will perfonn at 
the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo in February. 
Johnson will perform both on the Double "E" Stage and 

in the amateur talent showcase contest. 
The musician started his music career in the choir al 

Texas City High School, after much encouragement from 
fellow students and teachers. Johnson graduated from 
Texas City High School in May 1997, where he was ac
tive in theater in addition to choir. 

In September 1997, Johnson enrolled in COM. He was 
a music major an~ graduated from COM with an 
associate's in arts last May. 

Though Johnson is a full-time employee of Standard 
Life Insurance Company, League City, he will continue 
to perform and write songs. If his perfonning career comes 
to an early end, Johnson hopes to become active in youth 
ministries, where he may try his hand at gospel music. 

The Alvin' Opry House, only about 20 minutes from 
Texas City, showcases many of the amateur country sing
ers, songwriters and performers, both young and old, 
throughout the southeast part of Texas. The opry house 
provides a fun.filled night of entertainment for people of 
all ages. The entertainment is set up as a variety show, 
with 10 or more performers in one evening. 

If you are a fan of country music, stop in any Friday or 
Saturday night (gospel music is every Sunday afternoon), 
and $7 will provide you three hours of extremely good 
amateur performances. 

Johnson also will appear in a star showcase at the Lake 
Jackson Opry House on Nov. 23. 

COM graduate Shawn Johnson performs Oct. 19 at the Alvin Opry House wflere he will perform again on Nov. 11 
for Legends Night. He also will perform at the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo in February on both the 
Double "E" Stage and in the amateur talent showcase contest. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 
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Students voice concerns at Student Concerns Forum, Nov. 1, in the Student Center. Present to hear conierns 
are Pamela Davenport, vice president/dean of Student Services; James Templer, vice president/dean of 
Instruction; and Dr. Henry D. Pope, vice president/dean of College and Financial Services. (Photo by Michael 
Smith) 

Moser optimistic about AE Program 

Kathryn Moser 

By DAROLYN D. 
MANGUM 
Staff Reporte[' 

Katherine Moser is 
the associate dean of 
Adult Education, for
merly Adull Basic 
Education, at College 
of the Mainland. 
Moser joined the 
COM staff in Septem
ber 2000. 

Moser's job re-
sponsibilities are to 

direct the Adult Education program which includes· classes 
in nine locations throughout Galveston County. In 2000-
2001 these classes served 2,200 students, up from 1,650 
in 1999-2000. More than 70 percent of the funds received 
for the AE program are from federal and state agencies, 
Moser said. The basic education disses have numerous 
levels of reading, writing, composition, math, science and 
social studies which lead to GED preparation classes. 

The classes serve more than 700 adults in English as a 
Second Language programs. Moser stated that many of 
the ESL students are degreed in areas such as medicine, 
law and teaching, but must master the English language 

before pursuing their profession in lhe United States. 
Moser implemented changes in the program at all nine 

locations, such as an expanded adjunct faculty and ex-. 
panded testing./assessment areas. Since Moser came to 
COM, the program was chosen as a pilot site for the Texas 
standardized curriculum. Moser feels optimistic about the 
future of the AE program. She said that her major focus is 
on student retention and progression through the program 
in order for students tQ achieve their goals. Student-l 
progress at different levels and many attain a GED. 

Moser earned her doctorate at Tex:as A&M University 
and her master of science and bachelor of music degrees 
at the University of North Tex:as in Denton. 

Her list of awards include Outstanding Educator 1982 
Houston Community College system; PresidentialAward
Chipmega Bay Area in 1992; Sword of Hope award in 
19'2 from the American Cancer Society; Citation Award 
from Clear Lake Pan Hellenic in 1993; and the Outstand· 
ing Community Volunteer in fund-raising philanthropic 
and educational efforts. . 

In spite of being so busy, Moser takes time to relax by 
snowskiing, reading, volunteer work and traveling with 
the "highlight" of her life, her 7-year-old daughter, Eliza
beth Katherine Haden. She also has a dog, Giselle. 

The Adult Education office is open 8 a.m.-5 p.m. MOn
days through Fridays. For information call ( 409) 938-1211 
or toll free l (888) 258-8859, Ext. 294. 

Veterans honored with patriotic T-shirts 
ByTARALAND 
Stall' Reporter 

Sept. 11 changed outlives in many ways. 
One way is that patriotisim has taken on a whole 

different meaning in our country. 
When you drive around the city you see flags ev

erywhere. Stores have sold out of flags and have or
dered more. And many people wear T-shirts display
ing the American flag. 

To hpnor College of the Mainland veterans, as well 
as the children of faculty and staff who are in the mili· 
tary, Students for Christ are selling patriolic T .. shirts. 

On the front of the shirt is a flag with an eagle. For 
the back of the shin three options are available. 

Option No. 1 has the back of the T-shin divided into 
two columns~ in the first column are the names of fac .. 

• 

ulty and scaff who are veterans. and in the second 
column are the names of faculty and staff who have 
children in the military. 

Option No. 2 has the Students for Christ logo as 
well as Verse 12 of Psalm (,0 on the back. 

Option No. 3 has a plain back. 
The shirts with the plain backs are of a limited num-

1,er due to the high demand for them. Approximately 
80 shirts at $10 went on sale Nov. 1. 

These T-shirts .ilso will be given away as door prizes 
at the Pre .. Veterans Day celebration organized by the 
Student Activities Board and Students for Christ. 
Thursday, Nov. 8 at 12:30 in the COM Library. Des
sert and ~unch "'.'ill be provided by SAB. 

If you would like to purchase a T-shirt, contact 
Tammy Stafford, Students for Christ sponsor, at ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll free at I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 417. 
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Students concerns 
heard at forum 
By MICHAEL SMITH 
Staff Reporte[' 

The College of the Mainland Student Concerns Forum 
was.held Nov. 1 during College Hour. The forum had origi
nally been scheduled for Oct. 25, but due to schelduling 
conflicts of the three vice president/deans the forum was 
rescheduled for No".. 1. 

The three vice president/deans, Pamela Davenport, 
James Te~pler and Dr. Henr)' D. Pope, were present to 
hear student concerns about the state of affairs at COM. 

Courtney Johnson, Student Government president, pro
duced the longest discussion when he queried the three 
vice presidents about the lack of minority administrative 
leadership at COM. 

Templer answered that tbe school had asked for minor· 
ity leadership from various organizations to no avail. Dr. 
Pope assured Joh.Q.son that he already had offered admin
istrative positions to five candidates. Unfortunately, all 
the candidates sought employment elsewhere. Davenport 
finished the discussion saying that attention to a diverse 
leadership is a goal COM has a commitment to. 

Johnson also raised the students'cry for more recre
atiOnal areas in the Student Center. Davenport said that 
although COM was "space poor," there is a long distance 
master plan to consolidate Student Service offices thereby 
freeing up space that is presently unavailable. 

A popular topic of discussion was the school cafeteria. 
Students asked for solutions to the high prices, small quan .. 
tities and low quality of food offered. The vice presidents 
shrugged at the topic, saying they would look into the 
matter, but emphasized that Student Government mem
bers should talk directly to cafeteria management. 

Jenni Fisher, Student Activities Board member, ex
pressed the students' concern about the nighttime light
ing on campus. There were two incidents in September 
and November of last year when female students were 
harrassed or assaulted by unidentified male-assailants. Dr. 
Pope anwered that an improved lightlllg system had al
ready been worked into the budget and would be improved 
in due time. 

Jennifer Delgado asked about the lack of public phones 
in sections of the Technical/Vocational Building and why 
there were no pay phones on campus. Or; Pope anwered 
that there were several free student phones, but they were 
only good for making local calls, and he would look into 
getting more. HOwever, since pay phones don't make any 
money for phone companies, getting one installed is very 
difficult. Dr. Pope did say be wouid look into getting pay 
phones as well. 

This reporter asked about getting an ATM macine on 
campus and was told a deal had already been worked out 
with a local Texas First Bank and the timeline for instal
lation was up to them. 

Yvonne Zeno received the most definite answer of the 
day when she asked about smoking on ·campus. Smoking 
is restricted on campus and the COM Board of Trustees 
will not change its policy in the forseeable future. 

~hen the vice presidents unexpectedly asked what 
could be done to !mprove Student Concerns Forum, they 
left the students tongue-tied. 

Among the students attending were members from Stu
dent Activities Board: Nicole Cotham, president; Emilio 
Vega, vice president; Jenny Long, speaker chairwoman; 
and members Eligio Aguilar and Jenni Fisher. 

Student Government representatives who attended the 
forum were Courtney Johnson, president; Carol Voight, 
vice president of both Student Government and Phi Theta 
Kappa; and Selma Kishwar, Student Government trea
surer and PTK historian. 

The titles for vice president/deans are as follows: Dav
enport vice president/dean of Student Services; Templer, 
vice president/dean of Instruction; and Dr. Pope vice presi
dent/dean of College and Financial Services. 
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COM prepares 
for SACS visit 
By MICHAEL SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Self-Study Steer
ing Committee recently gave two<surveys to COM 
students as part of their preparation for a 
reacreditation visit in 2003 from the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools. 

SACS is one of nine accrediting organizations 
around the nation. It has jurisdiction over 11 states 
in the southern and southeastern United States, said 
Kathye Bergin, COM Self-Study director. 

Every 10 years SACS returns to a college to 
perform what is called reaffirmation of accredita
tion, Bergin said. SACS will send a team of 11 
people from different colleges April 14-17, 2003, 
to inspect and review COM's programs and ser
vices, perform interviews around campus and ex
amine certain docwnentation. If all runs smoothly, 
COM will have its accreditation reaffirmed at the 
annual convention in December 2003. 

To make sure COM is meeting the SACS stan
dards when the organization visits, the Self-Study 
committees have already begun the two-year pro
cess of scrutinizing the college and making im
provements where necessary. 

The COM Self-Study is a· group of 15 active 
committees that watch over their respective sec
tions on campus, Bergin explained. 

Each committee is studying different aspects of 
the college and will create a draft that will become 
part of a larger book. After transferring this book 

· to compact disk foTIJ).at, Self-Study will submit it 
to the SACS team before their arrival in order to 
show that the 416 SACS requirements for all col
leges and schools have been met. 

"Thi~ is all to make the school better," Bergin 
said. "If they (SACS) are making a recommenda
tion, they are saying, 'l....ck;>k we're seeing a place 
where you can be stronger. We want you to re
spond on how you are going to improve the area." 

The surveys given out to students during the last 
two weeks are an important part of the prepara
tion for SACS. Self-Study team members came to 
various classes and explained to students what 
accreditation is, why ~he surveys are being done 
and why they are so important. 

Students who took the surveys were wise to take 
their time to answer honestly because surveys play 
an important part in Self-Study. The results wiU 
be used to direct Self-Study's efforts to get COM 
reaccredited. 

Students can do even more toward getting COM 
reaccredited. · 

..We're looking for volunteers," Bergin said. 
Students can join any of the committees and offer 
their input in the process. "Students have a point 
of view that no one else can have and offer us feed
back that no one else can provide. Self-Study re
ally needs students for the spring semester, espe
cially in February and March." 

Students will be asked to read small sections of 
the Self-Study reports and look for missed items 
or things they agree or disagree with. She said stu
dents who are members of a committee and are 
unable to attend meetings will be able, with a pass
word, to view sections online. 

To donate time and give input toward the final 
Self-Study report, call Self-Study Director Bergin, · 
Self-Study Co-Chair Greg Johnson, or Self-Study 
Secretary Jane Saldua at (409) 938-1211 or toll 
free I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 671 (Bergin); Ext. 433 
(Johnson); and Ext. 670 (Saldua) . 
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PTK initiates peer mentoring, counseling 
By OLA KAREEM 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Sigma Delta Chapter of 
Phi Theta Kappa has initiated two new programs to help 
student~ have a successful college career. 

Peer mentoring, the first of the two programs, is a one
on-one relationship between a trained mentor and a stu
dent with a specific need: The peer counseling program 
is a student information service provided by COM stu
dents to help other COM students. 

PTK Vice President Carol Voight introduced the idea, 
but a committee of PTK members and COM administra
tors developed the programs. The focus of the two pro
grams is to assist current students with various problems, 
decrease the dropout rate and hCip new students adjust to 
college life. 

"The purpose of tbe m_entoring program is to reach stu· 
dents and get them the help they need," Voight said. The 
first peer mentoring training held Aug. 14 was set up by 
Pamela Davenport, vice president/dean of Student Ser
vices. A counselor handles the peer mentoring training. 

During training, a counselor _defines the program for 
the mentor and makes the mentor aware of her limits when 
dealing with students. This is to avoid liability problems. 

Next the·mentor trainee is made aware of issues she 
can deal with on campus and issues she should refer to 
other departments, such as counseling, advisement and 
child care. Once the training has been completed, the 
mentors are paired with students in need g,f help. 

It is not necessary to be a PTK member to become a 
mentor. Any student can schedule a meeting al the Stu
dent Information Office, located in the Student Center 
on the first floor, in the old Student Government office. 

During the mentoring meeting, students take a 
mentoring survey which asks general questions, such as 
Do you have any prior responsibilities? What iime is good 
for you to attend meetings when necessaty?'How·often 
are you able to me€t with the students you' II be 
mentoring? Students also complete a study skills survey 
that tells the committee what students' strengths and 

I 
weaknesses are. 

If a professor notices a student in need of mentoring he 
can, with the student's permission, nominate that student 
to be mentored. A student also can choose to be mentored. 

"We want the students on campus to know we are here 
to help them with any problems they may have," Voight 
said. "They can call us any time to get exactly w:hat they 
need." Students wanting to give or receive mentoring can 
sign themselves up in the Student Information Office, 
where a peer counselor will be wailing to assist them with 
any questions they may have. 

Mentors are required to keep in contact with the stu
dents they are mentoring on at least a weekly basis and 
report any problems or changes. Mentors are not required 
to spend a specific number of hours with a student. 

The peer counseling program is more of an informa
tion service. Tb~ peer counselor's primary job is to help 
COM students with any problems or questions. They can 
direct them to the correct adviser or counselor either over 
the phone or in person. They also make sure all student 
infonnation and events are up to date. 

To get started as a peer counselor, a student must watch 
a two .. hour video that outlines all the students services 
available on campus. Then Selma Kishwar, PTK histo
rian, will explain the responsibilities of a counselor while 
in the Student Information Office. Peer counseling hours 
will be posted on the door of the Student Information 
Office. Peer counseling is available any time in the Stu
dent Information Office. No _appointment is necessary. 

Voight said there are 15 mentors and seven student coun
selors. Six stadchts have signed themselves up to receive 
mentoring a84 two were recommended by professors. 

The peer mentOring and ~ounseling programs were for
mulated by 15 PTK members and the following COM 

· , pem>nnel: Mary Ochoa; Davenport; James Shippy, assis
tant dean of Students ~rvices; and the PTK advisers, math 
professors Leslie Richardson and Cindy Lucas. 

For more information abQut the mentoring or counsel-
ing program, contact Richardson or Lucas at ( 409) 938-
l 211 ortoll free I (888) 258-8859, respectively Ext. 329, 
Ext. 326. 

Betancourt involves class in discussion 
By KRISTY ROBEKI'S 
Staff Reporter 

Government, a required course for most degree plans, 
also is one of the most dreaded classes. But since stu
dents must take government, they should get a professor 
who is a firm believer in government and passionate abouc 
what she teaches. Michele Betancourt, formerly Gagnier, 
teaches government with more enthusiasm than most. 

Betancourt, born and raised in Manhattan Beach, Ca
lif., became a transfer student at 17 and lived for one year 
in Ireland. She received her bachelor's degree in both po
litical science and French literature from California State 
UniversUY in Long Beach before moving to Houston to 
work on her master's degree and doctorale at the Univer
sity of Houston, central campus, one of only three schools 
that taught the political science curriculums of quantative 
methods. political economy and American political be
havior that she was interested in. 

After graduating from UH, Betancourt went to work 
for the U.S. State Department for one year, then began 
teaching college at the age of 23 at Harris and Montgom· 
cry County Community College. in Conroe and Houston 
Community College before coming to College of the 
Mainland in September 1997. 

Betancourt tridi to involve her students in class discus
sions and believes "students will rise to the expectation 
level of the class." 

Like most social science professors she is critical of 
the media and their exploitation of the issues. She is an 
advocate for the Texas Coalition to Abolish the Death 
Penalty, not because of .. the cruel and unusual punish· 
meat aspect," Betancourt said, but because she believes 
"it is not fairly.applied to all people." 

Betancourt's classes are interesting and interactive. Any 
student who wanls a real lesson in political science should 
sit in on one of her classes or sign up for one of her courses. 
Students can be certain she will try to get them into a 
habit of critical think..ing. "Don't be a sheep," Betancourt 
tells her classes, "always think for yourself." 

She also is a child advocate for al)uscd child~n and a 
sign language interpreter. Betancourt is a second-degree 
black belt in Kung Fu and teaches Tai Chi. Her hobbies 
include swimming, reading and golfing. 

Michele Betancourt, COM government professor, re
laxes on the sofa In the soclal sciences suite after 
teaching several classes. When not teaching 
Betancourt enjoys swimming, reading and golfing with 
her new husband. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 
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Students voice concerns at Student Concerns Forum, Nov. 1, in the Student Center. Present to hear conierns 
are Pamela Davenport, vice president/dean of Student Services; James Templer, vice president/dean of 
Instruction; and Dr. Henry D. Pope, vice president/dean of College and Financial Services. (Photo by Michael 
Smith) 

Moser optimistic about AE Program 

Kathryn Moser 

By DAROLYN D. 
MANGUM 
Staff Reporte[' 

Katherine Moser is 
the associate dean of 
Adult Education, for
merly Adull Basic 
Education, at College 
of the Mainland. 
Moser joined the 
COM staff in Septem
ber 2000. 

Moser's job re-
sponsibilities are to 

direct the Adult Education program which includes· classes 
in nine locations throughout Galveston County. In 2000-
2001 these classes served 2,200 students, up from 1,650 
in 1999-2000. More than 70 percent of the funds received 
for the AE program are from federal and state agencies, 
Moser said. The basic education disses have numerous 
levels of reading, writing, composition, math, science and 
social studies which lead to GED preparation classes. 

The classes serve more than 700 adults in English as a 
Second Language programs. Moser stated that many of 
the ESL students are degreed in areas such as medicine, 
law and teaching, but must master the English language 

before pursuing their profession in lhe United States. 
Moser implemented changes in the program at all nine 

locations, such as an expanded adjunct faculty and ex-. 
panded testing./assessment areas. Since Moser came to 
COM, the program was chosen as a pilot site for the Texas 
standardized curriculum. Moser feels optimistic about the 
future of the AE program. She said that her major focus is 
on student retention and progression through the program 
in order for students tQ achieve their goals. Student-l 
progress at different levels and many attain a GED. 

Moser earned her doctorate at Tex:as A&M University 
and her master of science and bachelor of music degrees 
at the University of North Tex:as in Denton. 

Her list of awards include Outstanding Educator 1982 
Houston Community College system; PresidentialAward
Chipmega Bay Area in 1992; Sword of Hope award in 
19'2 from the American Cancer Society; Citation Award 
from Clear Lake Pan Hellenic in 1993; and the Outstand· 
ing Community Volunteer in fund-raising philanthropic 
and educational efforts. . 

In spite of being so busy, Moser takes time to relax by 
snowskiing, reading, volunteer work and traveling with 
the "highlight" of her life, her 7-year-old daughter, Eliza
beth Katherine Haden. She also has a dog, Giselle. 

The Adult Education office is open 8 a.m.-5 p.m. MOn
days through Fridays. For information call ( 409) 938-1211 
or toll free l (888) 258-8859, Ext. 294. 

Veterans honored with patriotic T-shirts 
ByTARALAND 
Stall' Reporter 

Sept. 11 changed outlives in many ways. 
One way is that patriotisim has taken on a whole 

different meaning in our country. 
When you drive around the city you see flags ev

erywhere. Stores have sold out of flags and have or
dered more. And many people wear T-shirts display
ing the American flag. 

To hpnor College of the Mainland veterans, as well 
as the children of faculty and staff who are in the mili· 
tary, Students for Christ are selling patriolic T .. shirts. 

On the front of the shirt is a flag with an eagle. For 
the back of the shin three options are available. 

Option No. 1 has the back of the T-shin divided into 
two columns~ in the first column are the names of fac .. 
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ulty and scaff who are veterans. and in the second 
column are the names of faculty and staff who have 
children in the military. 

Option No. 2 has the Students for Christ logo as 
well as Verse 12 of Psalm (,0 on the back. 

Option No. 3 has a plain back. 
The shirts with the plain backs are of a limited num-

1,er due to the high demand for them. Approximately 
80 shirts at $10 went on sale Nov. 1. 

These T-shirts .ilso will be given away as door prizes 
at the Pre .. Veterans Day celebration organized by the 
Student Activities Board and Students for Christ. 
Thursday, Nov. 8 at 12:30 in the COM Library. Des
sert and ~unch "'.'ill be provided by SAB. 

If you would like to purchase a T-shirt, contact 
Tammy Stafford, Students for Christ sponsor, at ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll free at I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 417. 

• 

Students concerns 
heard at forum 
By MICHAEL SMITH 
Staff Reporte[' 

The College of the Mainland Student Concerns Forum 
was.held Nov. 1 during College Hour. The forum had origi
nally been scheduled for Oct. 25, but due to schelduling 
conflicts of the three vice president/deans the forum was 
rescheduled for No".. 1. 

The three vice president/deans, Pamela Davenport, 
James Te~pler and Dr. Henr)' D. Pope, were present to 
hear student concerns about the state of affairs at COM. 

Courtney Johnson, Student Government president, pro
duced the longest discussion when he queried the three 
vice presidents about the lack of minority administrative 
leadership at COM. 

Templer answered that tbe school had asked for minor· 
ity leadership from various organizations to no avail. Dr. 
Pope assured Joh.Q.son that he already had offered admin
istrative positions to five candidates. Unfortunately, all 
the candidates sought employment elsewhere. Davenport 
finished the discussion saying that attention to a diverse 
leadership is a goal COM has a commitment to. 

Johnson also raised the students'cry for more recre
atiOnal areas in the Student Center. Davenport said that 
although COM was "space poor," there is a long distance 
master plan to consolidate Student Service offices thereby 
freeing up space that is presently unavailable. 

A popular topic of discussion was the school cafeteria. 
Students asked for solutions to the high prices, small quan .. 
tities and low quality of food offered. The vice presidents 
shrugged at the topic, saying they would look into the 
matter, but emphasized that Student Government mem
bers should talk directly to cafeteria management. 

Jenni Fisher, Student Activities Board member, ex
pressed the students' concern about the nighttime light
ing on campus. There were two incidents in September 
and November of last year when female students were 
harrassed or assaulted by unidentified male-assailants. Dr. 
Pope anwered that an improved lightlllg system had al
ready been worked into the budget and would be improved 
in due time. 

Jennifer Delgado asked about the lack of public phones 
in sections of the Technical/Vocational Building and why 
there were no pay phones on campus. Or; Pope anwered 
that there were several free student phones, but they were 
only good for making local calls, and he would look into 
getting more. HOwever, since pay phones don't make any 
money for phone companies, getting one installed is very 
difficult. Dr. Pope did say be wouid look into getting pay 
phones as well. 

This reporter asked about getting an ATM macine on 
campus and was told a deal had already been worked out 
with a local Texas First Bank and the timeline for instal
lation was up to them. 

Yvonne Zeno received the most definite answer of the 
day when she asked about smoking on ·campus. Smoking 
is restricted on campus and the COM Board of Trustees 
will not change its policy in the forseeable future. 

~hen the vice presidents unexpectedly asked what 
could be done to !mprove Student Concerns Forum, they 
left the students tongue-tied. 

Among the students attending were members from Stu
dent Activities Board: Nicole Cotham, president; Emilio 
Vega, vice president; Jenny Long, speaker chairwoman; 
and members Eligio Aguilar and Jenni Fisher. 

Student Government representatives who attended the 
forum were Courtney Johnson, president; Carol Voight, 
vice president of both Student Government and Phi Theta 
Kappa; and Selma Kishwar, Student Government trea
surer and PTK historian. 

The titles for vice president/deans are as follows: Dav
enport vice president/dean of Student Services; Templer, 
vice president/dean of Instruction; and Dr. Pope vice presi
dent/dean of College and Financial Services. 
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COM prepares 
for SACS visit 
By MICHAEL SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Self-Study Steer
ing Committee recently gave two<surveys to COM 
students as part of their preparation for a 
reacreditation visit in 2003 from the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools. 

SACS is one of nine accrediting organizations 
around the nation. It has jurisdiction over 11 states 
in the southern and southeastern United States, said 
Kathye Bergin, COM Self-Study director. 

Every 10 years SACS returns to a college to 
perform what is called reaffirmation of accredita
tion, Bergin said. SACS will send a team of 11 
people from different colleges April 14-17, 2003, 
to inspect and review COM's programs and ser
vices, perform interviews around campus and ex
amine certain docwnentation. If all runs smoothly, 
COM will have its accreditation reaffirmed at the 
annual convention in December 2003. 

To make sure COM is meeting the SACS stan
dards when the organization visits, the Self-Study 
committees have already begun the two-year pro
cess of scrutinizing the college and making im
provements where necessary. 

The COM Self-Study is a· group of 15 active 
committees that watch over their respective sec
tions on campus, Bergin explained. 

Each committee is studying different aspects of 
the college and will create a draft that will become 
part of a larger book. After transferring this book 

· to compact disk foTIJ).at, Self-Study will submit it 
to the SACS team before their arrival in order to 
show that the 416 SACS requirements for all col
leges and schools have been met. 

"Thi~ is all to make the school better," Bergin 
said. "If they (SACS) are making a recommenda
tion, they are saying, 'l....ck;>k we're seeing a place 
where you can be stronger. We want you to re
spond on how you are going to improve the area." 

The surveys given out to students during the last 
two weeks are an important part of the prepara
tion for SACS. Self-Study team members came to 
various classes and explained to students what 
accreditation is, why ~he surveys are being done 
and why they are so important. 

Students who took the surveys were wise to take 
their time to answer honestly because surveys play 
an important part in Self-Study. The results wiU 
be used to direct Self-Study's efforts to get COM 
reaccredited. 

Students can do even more toward getting COM 
reaccredited. · 

..We're looking for volunteers," Bergin said. 
Students can join any of the committees and offer 
their input in the process. "Students have a point 
of view that no one else can have and offer us feed
back that no one else can provide. Self-Study re
ally needs students for the spring semester, espe
cially in February and March." 

Students will be asked to read small sections of 
the Self-Study reports and look for missed items 
or things they agree or disagree with. She said stu
dents who are members of a committee and are 
unable to attend meetings will be able, with a pass
word, to view sections online. 

To donate time and give input toward the final 
Self-Study report, call Self-Study Director Bergin, · 
Self-Study Co-Chair Greg Johnson, or Self-Study 
Secretary Jane Saldua at (409) 938-1211 or toll 
free I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 671 (Bergin); Ext. 433 
(Johnson); and Ext. 670 (Saldua) . 
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PTK initiates peer mentoring, counseling 
By OLA KAREEM 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Sigma Delta Chapter of 
Phi Theta Kappa has initiated two new programs to help 
student~ have a successful college career. 

Peer mentoring, the first of the two programs, is a one
on-one relationship between a trained mentor and a stu
dent with a specific need: The peer counseling program 
is a student information service provided by COM stu
dents to help other COM students. 

PTK Vice President Carol Voight introduced the idea, 
but a committee of PTK members and COM administra
tors developed the programs. The focus of the two pro
grams is to assist current students with various problems, 
decrease the dropout rate and hCip new students adjust to 
college life. 

"The purpose of tbe m_entoring program is to reach stu· 
dents and get them the help they need," Voight said. The 
first peer mentoring training held Aug. 14 was set up by 
Pamela Davenport, vice president/dean of Student Ser
vices. A counselor handles the peer mentoring training. 

During training, a counselor _defines the program for 
the mentor and makes the mentor aware of her limits when 
dealing with students. This is to avoid liability problems. 

Next the·mentor trainee is made aware of issues she 
can deal with on campus and issues she should refer to 
other departments, such as counseling, advisement and 
child care. Once the training has been completed, the 
mentors are paired with students in need g,f help. 

It is not necessary to be a PTK member to become a 
mentor. Any student can schedule a meeting al the Stu
dent Information Office, located in the Student Center 
on the first floor, in the old Student Government office. 

During the mentoring meeting, students take a 
mentoring survey which asks general questions, such as 
Do you have any prior responsibilities? What iime is good 
for you to attend meetings when necessaty?'How·often 
are you able to me€t with the students you' II be 
mentoring? Students also complete a study skills survey 
that tells the committee what students' strengths and 

I 
weaknesses are. 

If a professor notices a student in need of mentoring he 
can, with the student's permission, nominate that student 
to be mentored. A student also can choose to be mentored. 

"We want the students on campus to know we are here 
to help them with any problems they may have," Voight 
said. "They can call us any time to get exactly w:hat they 
need." Students wanting to give or receive mentoring can 
sign themselves up in the Student Information Office, 
where a peer counselor will be wailing to assist them with 
any questions they may have. 

Mentors are required to keep in contact with the stu
dents they are mentoring on at least a weekly basis and 
report any problems or changes. Mentors are not required 
to spend a specific number of hours with a student. 

The peer counseling program is more of an informa
tion service. Tb~ peer counselor's primary job is to help 
COM students with any problems or questions. They can 
direct them to the correct adviser or counselor either over 
the phone or in person. They also make sure all student 
infonnation and events are up to date. 

To get started as a peer counselor, a student must watch 
a two .. hour video that outlines all the students services 
available on campus. Then Selma Kishwar, PTK histo
rian, will explain the responsibilities of a counselor while 
in the Student Information Office. Peer counseling hours 
will be posted on the door of the Student Information 
Office. Peer counseling is available any time in the Stu
dent Information Office. No _appointment is necessary. 

Voight said there are 15 mentors and seven student coun
selors. Six stadchts have signed themselves up to receive 
mentoring a84 two were recommended by professors. 

The peer mentOring and ~ounseling programs were for
mulated by 15 PTK members and the following COM 

· , pem>nnel: Mary Ochoa; Davenport; James Shippy, assis
tant dean of Students ~rvices; and the PTK advisers, math 
professors Leslie Richardson and Cindy Lucas. 

For more information abQut the mentoring or counsel-
ing program, contact Richardson or Lucas at ( 409) 938-
l 211 ortoll free I (888) 258-8859, respectively Ext. 329, 
Ext. 326. 

Betancourt involves class in discussion 
By KRISTY ROBEKI'S 
Staff Reporter 

Government, a required course for most degree plans, 
also is one of the most dreaded classes. But since stu
dents must take government, they should get a professor 
who is a firm believer in government and passionate abouc 
what she teaches. Michele Betancourt, formerly Gagnier, 
teaches government with more enthusiasm than most. 

Betancourt, born and raised in Manhattan Beach, Ca
lif., became a transfer student at 17 and lived for one year 
in Ireland. She received her bachelor's degree in both po
litical science and French literature from California State 
UniversUY in Long Beach before moving to Houston to 
work on her master's degree and doctorale at the Univer
sity of Houston, central campus, one of only three schools 
that taught the political science curriculums of quantative 
methods. political economy and American political be
havior that she was interested in. 

After graduating from UH, Betancourt went to work 
for the U.S. State Department for one year, then began 
teaching college at the age of 23 at Harris and Montgom· 
cry County Community College. in Conroe and Houston 
Community College before coming to College of the 
Mainland in September 1997. 

Betancourt tridi to involve her students in class discus
sions and believes "students will rise to the expectation 
level of the class." 

Like most social science professors she is critical of 
the media and their exploitation of the issues. She is an 
advocate for the Texas Coalition to Abolish the Death 
Penalty, not because of .. the cruel and unusual punish· 
meat aspect," Betancourt said, but because she believes 
"it is not fairly.applied to all people." 

Betancourt's classes are interesting and interactive. Any 
student who wanls a real lesson in political science should 
sit in on one of her classes or sign up for one of her courses. 
Students can be certain she will try to get them into a 
habit of critical think..ing. "Don't be a sheep," Betancourt 
tells her classes, "always think for yourself." 

She also is a child advocate for al)uscd child~n and a 
sign language interpreter. Betancourt is a second-degree 
black belt in Kung Fu and teaches Tai Chi. Her hobbies 
include swimming, reading and golfing. 

Michele Betancourt, COM government professor, re
laxes on the sofa In the soclal sciences suite after 
teaching several classes. When not teaching 
Betancourt enjoys swimming, reading and golfing with 
her new husband. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 
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Editorials/Features 

Halloween history haunts headlines 
By MICHAEL SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

A dictionary definition of Halloween would say some
thing about Oct. 31, costumes, trick-or-treating and jack
o-lanterns. Could you define it any better? 

The United States has taken ancient Irish, Scottish, Ro
man and English traditions and celebrations, and mixed 
them all together until we got the big, bubbling, scary 
brew of a celebration we have today. 

It all started with the Celts who inhabited the British 
Isles and northern. France. The on~~t of autumn brought 
with it Samhain (pronounced sew-ween), a festival that . . 
marked the end of summer and the start 4)f preparations 
for the winter. Since by the end of summer food was grow
ing scarce and plants began to die, the Celtic Lord of the 
Dead, Anwinn, was honored. 

Summer's end was considered a magical time of the 
year because the veil between this world and the spirit 
world was believed to be at its thinnest. The living could 
communicilte with loved ones who had passed away, and 
the dead co~ld and would return to eart~. To prevent these 
spirits from recognizing them and taking over their bod
ies, people would dress up in scary costumes and masks. 

Celts also believed that fairies were busy as bees, fly
ing around tricking the people who had stolen their land. 

By the year of our Lord 43 A.O. the Romans had in
vaded and conquered the Cells and combined Samhain 
with their celebration of Feralia, honoring the dead, a 
celebration for Pomona, goddess of fruil,.and trees. 

The Roman Catholic Church felt it could not control 
the people who had a celebration focused on magic and 
spirits, so in the 800s Pope Boniface IV tried to change 
the celebration into a religious on~. Nov. 1 became All 
Saints Day, a day to celebrate saints who did not have a 
special day of their own. Oct. J1 was designated All Hal
lows' Eve meaning "hallowed" or "holy" evening. This 
made everyone happy as the church·got its hallowed night 
recognized, and the people got to hold onto their spook 
fest. Over the years the English language has evolved All , 
Hallows' Eve into the word we use today, Halloween. 

Halloween is celebrated differently in other countries. 
In Ireland and Scotland, children don't go trick-or-treat
ing for candy. Instead, packs of the wee moppets go 
around singing rhymes lo their neighbors. This is called 

ghising or galoshin. They also watch out for cats on this 
night, considering black ones to be good luck and white 
ones to be bad luck ,,. weirdos. 

A traditional Halloween dish of whipped cream and 
oatmeal called faraug is eaten in Britain, Ireland, Nova 
Scotia and Canada. 

In Mexico Halloween is El Dia de los Muertos. All 
Souls' Day on Nov. 2 is commemorllted with a three-day 
celebration that kicks off Oct. 31. Many families honor 
their deceased members by placing food and the loved 
ones' favorite personal items on altars called ofrendas. 

In the United States we have .a few traditions of our 
own, like carvingjack-o-lanlems, dressing up in costumes 
and trick-or-treating. 

The jack-o-lantems originated w_hen Celtic fathers and 
sons used to round up and carve out a suitable turnip. They 
placed a lighted candle inside to illuminate the carved face. 

~ These kept away the Stingy Jack of Irish lore for whom 
the jack-a-lantern is named. When Irish immigrants ar
rived in the United States they found turnips in short sup
ply, but they soon forgot about the turnip when they got 
their hands on the larger, more carvable native American 
pumpkin. And the rest is history. 

When the Celts first started Samhain, they would go 
door-to-door begging.for food in order to hold a commu
nity feast. Later on the English left candy treats outside 
their doors to prevent evil spirits from haunting their 
houses. The Irish arrived on America's shore with this tra
dition, and it has since been transformed into an opportu-
nity for children to trick-or-treat for candy. . 

However, Halloween has not always been a night of 
happy little ghouls and goblins skipping around begging 
for candy. It used to have the nickname "Mischief Night." 
It was a night for jokers tO play pranks on stingy neigh· 
bors and dare their dumb little buddies to perform silly, 
vulgar, even dangerous stunts, Jikt;; a night-long episode 
of MTV'sJackass. Mischief Night antics included shear
ing goats, switching road signs, knocking on doors then 
running away (death knocks) and the evil prank of push
ing over an occupied outhouse. 

Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and various neigborhood orga
nizations have tried to change this night into one of com
munity togetherness and harmless traditions. Eventually 
good manners prevailed, evolved and changed Oct. 31 into 
a.night of reaSonable sanity and goodwill. 

COM Human Resources generalists Alice Whistler (left) and Jennifer Johnson hand out trick-or-treat goodies of 
candy and stickers to.the children from the Chlld Development Lab on Oct. 31. The children dressed In Hallqw
een costumes, trick-or-treated around campus receiving goodies from the different departments. This has been 
an ongoing tradition for the past-several years. (Photo by Kristy Roberts! 
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Thanksgiving Day 
has new meaning 

Kristy 
,Roberts 

Thanksgiving Day will be different this year 
for many Americans. We will celebrate Thanks
giving Day, Nov, 22, with family, friends, loved 
ones, parades, football games and a huge turkey 
feast. But the light-hearted mood of the occasion 
may be replaced with more somber sentiments 
in light of the tragedy of Sept. 11, the clean-up 
and recovery efforts in New York City, subse
quent attacks of bioterrorism and the ongoing 
war in Afghanistan. 

As'children we learned about the "First 
Thanksgiving." School plays depict a peaceful 
celebration between Pilgrims and Indians. 
However, picturing Pilgrims and Indians 
observing Thanksgiving together did not 
become a tradition until after 1900 when the 
Indian wars were well in the past. 

Thanksgiving Day also has undergone several 
date changes since its formal inception. 

The first Thanksgiving proclarnalion signed in 
Charlestown, Mass., in 1676 declared June 29 as 
Thanksgiving Day. Additional date changes 
were made by the Continental Congress in 1782. 
George Washington signed a proclamation to 
change the date to coincide with the signing of 
the new Constitution. A proclamation signed by 
Abrah9m Lincoln in 1863 set forth the last 
Thursday of November. 

In 1939 Franklin Roosevelt advanced the date 
by one week for commercialism purposes, 
thereby giving merchants more time to prepare 
for a Christmas shopping rush. Since then we 
have traditionally celebrated Thanksgiving the 
fourth Thursday of each November. 

Even though the celebration date has changed 
several times since our forefathers' first "harvest 
celebration" in 1621, the reasons for the 
tradition remain everlasting. 

This Thanksgiving Americans will gather for 
dinner at times that do not interfere with football 
games. Family, friends and loved ones will say 
prayers of thanks for a huge feast, devour it 
happily, then be extremely miserable afterwar~s. 

For most Americans, many things will be dif
ferent this Thanksgiving morning. This year, we 
know what it feels like to have fewer freedoms, 
far fewer than in previous years. On this holiday, 
we Americans know what it is like to feel less 
secure in our counti-y. However, we now have a 
renewed sense of nationalism and patriotism not 
experienced in this country since America entered 
World War 11. 

On Nov, 22, as millions of Americans, young 
and old, gather in front of televisions to watch an 
American tradition, the Macy's Thanksgiving Day 
Parade, that renewed sense of patriotism will be 

• strongly felt. The parade will go on as it always 
has since 1926. Only during World War II was 
the parade canceled due to lack or fonds and na
tional security reasons. 

This year will be different. The world-renowned 
parade wm march on without two of America's 
greatest landmarks in the background, the Twin 
Towers of the World Trade Center. 

• 
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New TRIO Gr~nt 
offered to students 
By CHRISTINA WEAVER 
Staff Reporter 

The new Student Support Services office at Col
lege of the Mainland is offering a new type of grant 
for students who need help paying for college. 

A federally funded program, the TRIO Grant (the 
term "TRIO" describes the combination of three 
federal programs) is being offered to students who 
meet one or more o( three qualifications. A stu
dent must be receiving financial aid or have a low 
income, must be a first-generation college &iudent 
(neither parent has a four year degree) or be a stu
dent with disabilities. 

The TRIO Grant is part of a series of progr.ams 
funded under Title IV of the Higher Education Act 
of 1965. Financial aid is available to help students 
overcome financial barriers, but TRIO programs 
help students overcome other issues, such as class 
and social barriers. More than 1,900 TRIO pro
grams currently serve nearly 700,000 low-income 
Americans bety.,een the ages of 11 and 27, and 
more than 1,200 colleges and universities offer
TRIO programs in America. 

Aside from the TRIO Grant, COM Student Sup
port also offers filany services to students who need 
assistance in their academic endeavors. Some of 
these services inclui:le academic advising and 
course selection, tutoring, campus visits to univer
sities, career counseling and financial assistance. 

Student Support also will offer a number of Stu
dent Success Workshops throughout the semester. 
Hm.yever, ~orkshops are not pre-scheduled events. 

"We want to plan the workshops based on stu
dent needs," said Chris Kimbark, Student Support 
Services coordinator. 

The Student Success Workshops generally fo
cus on subjects, such as infonnation on test anxi~ 
ety, self-esteem, stress management, career explo
ration and test-taking tips. 

For a TRIO Grant application or more informa
tion about any student services, contact Student 
Support Services at (409) 938-1211 or toll free at 
1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 131, or go by the office in 
the AdministratioR Building, RoomA-148. 

Early _detection critical 
Continued from Page 4 ----------
To detect cancer, do monthly self-breast exams, have 
yearly gynecological exams and mammograms as often 
as your physician recommends. However, you can do all 
of these things and still not find the cancer early enough. 

In my sister's case, she detected the pea-sized lump in 
her breast in 1998 and was told by a physician to immedi
ately stop taking her oral contraceptives. Three months 
after discontinuing._birth control pills, she became preg
nant. During her pregnancy the lump grew larger. She 
nursed her baby for three months, and by then the lump 
was visible through a thin shirt. 

She went to a physician who ordered a biopsy; it came 
back positive for breast cancer. 

It has been more than 11 months since my sister's diag
nosis; she will end radiation Nov. 16. She has days when 
she is depressed because her battle is not over, 

My sisters life has changed because there are,things.she 
will have to do differently for the rest of her life. She now 
has to wear a medical alert bracelet because she cannot 
have blood drawn, have her blood pressure takeh, or have 
needle sticks in her left arm. 

Despite the challenges my sister faces and the fact that 
it has not yet been a year since her diagnosis and surgery, . 
she talks openly about breast cancer because she wants to 
inform women about the importance of early detection. 

• 
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OAAC provides opportunities for members 
By ROY DIXON 
Staff Repcner 

The Organization of African American Culture founcfed 
in 1978, is the longest existing organization on the Col
lege of the Mainland camp~s. Originally named the BlaCk 
Student Union, OAAC is the $Joly organization on cam
pus specifically for African American students. 

This organization is responsible for Black History pro
grams and parties and Kwanzaa activities on campus. 

Members are expected to attend all meetings and par
ticipate in all the fund-raisers in order to pay for the cost 
of the activities planned by the club . 

OAAC members recently donated seven coats to Coats 
for Kids, sponsored by the National Panhellenic Coun
sel. For Thanksgiving. OAAC will donate dinners ·to two 
needy families in the community. 

Members were asked to join the NAACP so COM can 
have its own chapter. At least 25 members are needed. 
Admission fees for people 18 to 21 is $10, for those 22 to 
24 is $15 and for those 25 and up, the fee is $30. 

On Saturday, Nov. 10, OAAC will have a party for the 
area high school youths in the Student Center from 9 p.m 

to 1 a.m. 
Parties are one way for the OAAC to raise money for 

activities. Admission to the party is $3 before 10 p.m. 
and $4 after 10 p.m .. 

Next semester the OAAC wi11 host several events from 
a Hip Hop concert to a High School All Star Basketball 
Game. Officers of OAAC will visit the campus.of Texas 
A&M University to attend the Black Leadership Confer
ence Jan. 17-21. 

The OAAC also plans a trip to Atlanta where members 
will visit several black colleges and the Dr. Martin Luther 
King Monument. 

OAAC recently elected the following officers: Tashiba 
Bryant, president; Roy Dixon, vice president; Toya Fury, 
secretary; George West, assistant secretary; Jia LeBlanc; 
treasurer; Ola Kareem, parlimentarian; Courtney Johnson, 
historian; and Yvonne Zeno and Karma Humphrey, Stu
dent Government representives . . 

OAAC meetings are held every other Thursday in the 
Gym, Room P-112 at 12:30 p.m. The next meeting is Nov. 
8. For questions about OAAC see Jeanette Slaughter front 
desk at the Gym or contact her at (409) 938-1211 or toll 
free I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 422. 

COM graduate sings his way to success 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland graduate Shawn Johnson has 
started to make a name for himself in country music. 

Johnson recently won first place for his performance 
of George Strait's hit "Baby Blue," at the Santa Fe Cham
ber of Commerce annual Heritage Awards Oct. 13. The 
Heritage award is an annual talent show which showcases 
the many amateur singers and performers from the greater 
Galveston County area. 

Johnson has no designs on Nashville right now. "I just 
don't know about that big of a move right now," Johnson 
said. "I chose COM because I wanted to stay close to 
horhe," He also has started writing music and is now work
ing on writing ly.rics. Johnson has high hopes of eventu
ally becoming a song writer. 

He sings with several of the local bands like the Mav
ericks and the Cherokee County Band. He can be seen 
performing at local opry houses in Lake Jackson, Manvel 
and Alvin. He will be perform at Alvin on Nov. 11 .for 
Legends Night. 

Johnson currently is auditioning for Willia~ "Taco" 
Clements, a local band leader, as lead vocals for one of 
his country and western bands. He also will perfonn at 
the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo in February. 
Johnson will perform both on the Double "E" Stage and 

in the amateur talent showcase contest. 
The musician started his music career in the choir al 

Texas City High School, after much encouragement from 
fellow students and teachers. Johnson graduated from 
Texas City High School in May 1997, where he was ac
tive in theater in addition to choir. 

In September 1997, Johnson enrolled in COM. He was 
a music major an~ graduated from COM with an 
associate's in arts last May. 

Though Johnson is a full-time employee of Standard 
Life Insurance Company, League City, he will continue 
to perform and write songs. If his perfonning career comes 
to an early end, Johnson hopes to become active in youth 
ministries, where he may try his hand at gospel music. 

The Alvin' Opry House, only about 20 minutes from 
Texas City, showcases many of the amateur country sing
ers, songwriters and performers, both young and old, 
throughout the southeast part of Texas. The opry house 
provides a fun.filled night of entertainment for people of 
all ages. The entertainment is set up as a variety show, 
with 10 or more performers in one evening. 

If you are a fan of country music, stop in any Friday or 
Saturday night (gospel music is every Sunday afternoon), 
and $7 will provide you three hours of extremely good 
amateur performances. 

Johnson also will appear in a star showcase at the Lake 
Jackson Opry House on Nov. 23. 

COM graduate Shawn Johnson performs Oct. 19 at the Alvin Opry House wflere he will perform again on Nov. 11 
for Legends Night. He also will perform at the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo in February on both the 
Double "E" Stage and in the amateur talent showcase contest. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 
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Anthrax scare leads . . 
to mail precautions 
By DAROLYN D. MANGUM 
Staff Reporter 

Several instances involving suspicious letters or pack
ages have been investigated in Texas. However, the an
thrax bacteria has not been found, said the Texas Depart- · 
ment of Health. 

The Galveston County Health District is providing steps 
for handling suspicious letters and packages. The steps 
are from a health advisory issued t?y the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control .and Preventicin. 

Steps for handling SJ1Spicious unopened letters or pack
ages are as follows: • 

• Do not shake or empty contents. 
• Place in a plastic bag or container to prevent leakage 

of contents. If a bag or container is unavailable, 
cover the item with clothing. paper or trash can. 

• Do not remove covering. 
• Leave the room and close off the area, 
• Keep others from entering. 
• Wash your hands with soap and water. 
• Report the incident to local police or other law 

enforcement officials. 
If the incident occurs in the workplace, also notify the 

building security and the supervisor. Make a list of the 
people who were in the room or area when the suspicious
looking letter or package was identified. Provide the list 
to law enforcement, the postal inspector and the public 
health officials. 

For packages and letters that are unopened, call the 
postal inspector at (713) 226--36CX). The number is an
swered 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

If a suspicious looking package or letter ha'S been 
opened, it then be~mes a law enforcement 'issue, so you 
should call the local police department or sheriff's office. 

W-Day set for Nov.19 
Withdrawal Day, also known as W-Day is set for 

Nov. 19. This is the last day to drop classes stu
dents feel they are not doing well in. This is the last 
chance for students to drop their classes-without 
having an F on their transcripls, thereby Lowering 
their grade point average. To withdraw students need 
to fill out an add/drop slip in theAdmissions Office 
in the Administration Building. 

COurtney Joh noon, pruldent of Student Government, 
and member Yvoa,ne Zeno tie red ribbons to trffS 
around cam- In honor of Rod Ribbon WNk. Sae 
related atory on Pago 9. (Photo by Phil Johnoon) 

Virginia Adair, from COM purchasing department. hands out informative literature, stickers, pens and crayons to 
children at the Safety and Health Excellence for Our Children Fair held Oct. 20 at the Doyle Convention Center in 
~Texas City. The COM booth was designed to teach children about poison control. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Safety fair learning tool for children 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Staff Reporter 

The Safety and Health Excellence for Our Children Fair 
held Ocl. 20 at the Doyle Convention Center in Texas 
City was a great hands-on learning experience for all chil
dren who attended. 

The event was open to children of all ages, but there 
were many "big kids" (adults) grabbing their fair share of 
great'giveaways and door prizes. 

There was something for everyone including free pop
, com and water, courtesy of Ozarka. BP (formerly Amoco) 

set up a bike safety path inside the convention center and 
gave free bike helmets to all children . . 

The safety fair also included dog shows, puppet shows, · 

book readings and games. Local businesses, city and 
county agencies, the Texas City Independent School Dis
trict, the Texas City/La Marque Chamber of Commerce, 
Mainland Medical Center and College of the Mainland 
were sponsors of the event. 

Children visited many booths, all geared to teach about 
various health and safety issues. 

.The COM booth, designed to teach children about poi
son control, had informative handouts, stickers, pens, 
pencils and crayons. Virgina Adair, COM purchasing de
partment, and Jason Green, COM safely coordinator, were 
on hand to help children learn about poison control. 
COMpress, the Galveston County Poison Control Center 
and Mainland Pharmacy were.among the many corttribu
tors in COM's effort to make the event a success. 

Reality of breast cancer hits all women 
By DAROLYN D. MANGUM 
Staff Reporter 

You may have noticed people wearing pink ribbons or 
pins on their lapels during October. The pink ribbons rep
resent and support breast cancer awareness. 

In the past I noticed the pink ribbons, but not like I 
notice them since the reality of breast cancer touched my 
life and the lives of my family members. On Nov. 28, 
20CXJ, my sister was diagnosed with breast cancer. The 
tumor was larger than 3 centimeters, but no lymph nodes 
were inv'olved, and the cancer had not spread. 

My sister's baby was 4 months old the day she was 
diagnosed, which also Was our father's birthday." 

Her first reaction was that she could not believe it had 
happened to her. There was not much I could say because 
I could not speak or let her see that I also was devastated. 
lt is hard to be supportive when you hurt as badly as the 
person you are supporting. Her breaking the news of lhe 
diagnosis was just the beginning of a long process. 

On Dec. 6, 2000, my sister underwerit a radical mas
tectomy, removal of her left breast. Her hospital stay was 
three days. and she was up and walking around by the 
third day. One difficult part of her recovery was she could 
not hold her baby because she was restricted from lifting 
anything with her left arm because some of the lymph 
nodes under her arm had been removed. TherefoJe, if she 
lifted anytfiing, her lymphatic glanQS would fill with fluid. 

My sister did everything doctors told her to do to assist 
in her recovery. Although she did what she could for her
self, her family was there for her. 'Iwo months after her 
surgery she began intravenous chemotherapy treatments. 

The side effects of chemotherapy are dizziness, confu
sion, agitation, missing menstrual periods, tiredness or 
weakness, darkening of skin and fingernails, temporary 
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loss of hair and other minimal side effects. The side ef
fects of Adriamycin (Doxorubicin) include vomiting, sores 
in the .mouth and lips, and temporary loss of hair. 

It was difficult and watch my sister go through the.che
motherapy and to see the effects it had on her body. 
My sister had beautiful hair before the chemotherapy; after 
her second treatment she was completely bald. 

I remember my sister crying to me and saying she felt 
ashamed, isolated, not a whole woman, and that people 
would think she was dirty because she had this disease. 
Everyone who talked to her made her feel somewhat en
couraged, but what really helped her was joining a cancer 
support group in Galveston. The women in the support 
group could actually say they knew what she was going 
through because they were breast cancer survivors. 

According to physicians .Orlando E. Silva and Stefano 
Zurida, authors of Breast Cancer: A Practical Guide, the 
first description of breast cancer appeared in 1600 BC in 
an ancient Egyptian papyrus manuscript 'ho.used in the 
British Museum. 

In 1999, according to Breast Cancer, approximately 
796,000 new cancer cases were diagnosed, and of those 
approximately 314,000 deaths were worldwide. 

Breast cancer is the most common caiicer among women 
worldwide. In thC United States breast cancer cases have 
steadily increased slflce 1960 at a rate of 1 to 2 percent 
per year. Breast cancer, according to the book. accounts 
for 32 percent of all cancers in women ages 30 to 70. 
1\velve percent of U.S. women will develop breast can
cer if they live to be 85 years old; 50 percent of breast 
cancers usually occur after age 65; 6.5 percent of breast 
cancers occur in women younger than 40. Breast cancer 
is second only to lung cancef in American women. 

Early detection can eliminate spreading of the cancer. 

See Early Pago 5 
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Red Ribbon Week 
observed at COM 
By APRlL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Many students may remember seeing the red ribbons 
the Student Government tied to trees and iight posts around 
the College of the Mainland campus Oct. 23-31. 

Red Ribbon Week was founded by the National Family 
Partnership in 1988 to teach children the dangers of drug 
and alcohol abuse. Since that time, the organization has 
reached millions of children. 

Here in Texas, the Texas Commission on Alcohol and 
Drug Abuse began ensuring the continuation of Red Rib
bon Week by committing resources to the campaign 
against drug and alcohol abuse. 

Red Ribbon Week began by honoring a young man, 
Enrique "Kiki" Camarena, who moved to the United States 
from a barrio in Mexico when he was 9 years old. 

According to Red Ribbon Works, an online organiza
tion, C.imarena spent his first few years in the United 
States working in orchards with his family, dreaming of 
going to school. 

Once Camarena was able to attend public schools, he 
flourished. In high school he was on the football and bas
ketball teams, yearbook and was voted "Best All Around . • 
Senior." 

After graduation, he worked his way through college 
and earned a degree in criminal justice. He went on to 
serve in the Marine Corps and worked as a firefighter and 
then as a police officer. Camarena began seeing the trouble 
his friends were getting into with drugs and ,decided to 
join the Drug Enforcement Agency. 

His family knew of the dangers involved in the job and 
tried to convince him to change his mind. But Camarena 
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'SAB Rocks' witli 
music, cash, food 
BYTARALAND 
Staff Reporter 

Music, pumpkins and cash played a big part in 
the College of the Mainland Halloween Karaoke 

· Party held Oct. 30 during College Hour. 
Two contests were held with various prizes. 
The first contest was the Karaoke contest. The 

crowd heard a variety of .songs from cOuntry
westem to the Beatles. 

Ryan Johns and Jenna Contenta judged the 
contest. The first place winner, Crystal Robinson 
who sang Fancy, took home a $10 bill. Second 
and third place winners, Oat Nguyen who sang 
Angels of Harlem, and Brad Smith who sang At 
This Moment, took home $5 bills. All other con
testants took home small pumpkins full of candy. 

While audience members were serenaded and 
enjoyed their barbecue baked potatoes, three 
teams worked quickly to carve pumpkins into a 
spider, a traditional jack-o-lantem and the say
ing of "SAB Rocks." 

At first there was tie between the SAB Rocks 
pumpkin and the jrl.ck-o-lantern, but the audience, 
asked to clap for each, gave the most applause 
for the jack-o-lantem, created by Rina Andrade, 
Myra Sanchez jlnd Maria Perez. They took home 
the first place prize, a bucket full of candy. 

Ericka Blackbum and Joe Austin took home 
small pumpkins full of candy as second place 
winners for the SAB Rocks pumpkin. Although 
the spider was a creative idea, the pumpkin carv
ers did not have enough time to finish. They, how
ever, were given some candy to take home for , 
lheir efforts and good attiludes. 
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Pumpkin carving contest 2nd place winners Joe Austin and Ericka Blackburn shoWoff thelr"SAB Rocks" pumpkin 
creation. First place winners Myra Sanchez and Marla Perez show off their traditional Jack-o-lantern at the 
Halloween Karaoke Party 'held OcL 30. See "SAB Rocks" on bottom left of page. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

told his mother, "No. Even if I am only one person, I can 
make a difference." 

He began working undercover in Mexico gathering in
formation and evidence against a major drug cartel, be
lieved to have members from the Mexican army, police 
and government. On the fateful day of Feb. 7, 1985, the 
37-year-old Camarena left his office to have lunch with 
his wife. Five men appeared at his side and shoved him 

into a car. A month later his tortured body was found bur
ied in a shallow grave in Mexico. 

Camarena 's family and friends began wearing red rib
bons in honor of his fight against drugs. As his story spread, 
parents began to form organizations using Camarena as 
their model, embracing his belief that one person can make 
a difference. Organizations also adopted the family's sym
bol of Camarena's life, the red ribbon. 

Author inspires positive self-concept 
By DAROLYN D. MANGUM 
Staff Reporter 

Iyanla Vanzant is a. spiritual person who really has a. 
great self-concept. Vanzant has written many books that 
are instrumental to women's self-esteem. In her article, 
"The Gift," which was published in the January 2000 is
sue of Essence magazine, Vanzant discusses obstacles she 
has faced and overcome by believing in herself and not 
relying on the opinion of others. Vanzant .rose above be
ing sexually abused as a child, battered as a wife and hos
pitalized for suicide attempts. 

Since we are not born with a· self-concept, we develop 
a self-concept by the way we believe others see us. Vanzant 
has a powerful message of how to value life and what life 
.means to her. The struggles she has faced could have had 
a greater negative-impact on her life, but instead she fo
cused on the po'Sitives in her life. 1 

In her pictures, Vanzant's face looks peaceful. She said 
her Life is at peace because ~he had high expectations for 

· her life and did not give up. 
In developing a self-concept, we have to deal with in

fluences that affect our identity, such as culture, ethnicity 
and gender. If we .are not sure of who we are, we have a 
hard time having a self-concept. Vanzant said it is im
perative to set goals and achieve them on one's own in 

order to understand self-discipline. She also speaks of how 
culture has a big influence on how we see ourselves. If 
we are always put down or criticized, we think that we 
are not important. 

Vanzant writes about how hard it is for some African 
Americans to rise above their obstacles because of low or 
no self-concept. Many of the topics Vanzant discusses in 
her speeches and her books are about self-discoveJY. 

The concepts Vanzant speaks of are significant to me 
because I have tried some of the exercises in her books. I 
have realized that life is what one makes of it, so if one 
lives life thinking every outcome of every si1uation will 
be negative, then it will be. There have been times in my 
life that I would not have been able to help someone real
ize how important or special she was if I had not been in 
touch with myself. 

As a parent and a teacher, lam happy that I know who 
I am because I have to be prepared to offer positive inspi
ration lo students with low self-esteem. If positive people 
would share a positive word or concept with someone who 
has low self-esteem, the people with low self-esteem 
would gain a new outlook on life. I also realize that until 
we say to ourselves that we will search the depths of our · 
souls for our true selves, dealing with everyday life will 
be a constant battle because we·will live our lives search
ing for something that already is within ourselves. 

Dr. Turner, poet, art theorist to lecture Nov. 26 
A reception was held for the opening of the Faculty 

Exhibit Nov. 1 in the College of the Mainland Art Gal
lery. The exhibit which closes Dec. 5, features nine an
ists paintings, photography and ceramics. 

In conjunction with the Faculty Exhibit, Dr. Frederick 
Turner, a poe1, art theorist and Shakespearean expert, will 
give his lecture, What is Beauty, Nov. 26, at 3:30 p.m. in 
the Fine Arts Building Recital Hall, Room F-117. 

Dr. Turner, has a doctorate in English language and lit
erature. He bas appeared on Discovery Channel's science 
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documentary "Understanding Beauty" and is prese!J.tly 
Founders Professor of Arts and Humanities at the Univer
sity of Texas at Dallas. 

Dr. Turner's lecture will last approximately one hour 
and anyone interested in art and its beauty should con
sider being part of the audience. Dr. Turner's lecture will 
include a question and answer session. 

For more information contact COM Art Gallery Direc
tor Janet Hassinger at (409) 938-1211 or toll free I (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 354. • 
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Campus Life 

Disc Jockey Chuck Myers whi~pers to Erin Qualls the charade she will need to act out at the-Student Apprecia
tion Day with 94.5 the BUZZ, sponsored by the Student ActivitJes Board. Winners received Parrot Ice T-shirts, 
compact discs, ·along with many other promotional Items. (Photo by Tara ,Land) 

Student Appreciation Day with BUZZ 
By TARA LAND 
Staff Reporter 

Free T-shirts, free compact discs, free koozies, free Si
erra Mist drinks and, of course, free food. What do these 
things have in comffion? College Hour with the BUZZ. 

The radio station, 94.5 the BUZZ, wassuPtx>5Cdtocome , 
to College of the Mainland Sept. 11, but because of the 
tragic events in New York City and Washington, D.C., 
the Welcome Kickoff was postponed. The BUZZ could 
not come on the rescheduled kickoff dale, Sept. 20, so 
Maryann Urick, Student Activities Board sponsor, and 
Janice Vitale, account manager for the BUZZ, chose Oct. 
9 as a day to have the BUZZ come to honor students on 
Student Appreciation Day. 

Student Appreciation Day is an event the SAB came up 
with."We need to appreciate our students," Urick said, 
"and this is a chailce we had without celebrating anything 
else." Student Appreciation Day will be celebrated peri· 
odically, whenever the SAB feels it is needed. ·· 

Money for college students usually is tight so any time 
something is offered for free, college students show up. 
And many came during College Hour to listen to music, 
eat fre·e food, and get a free Campus Trial Pak filJed with 
necessities, such as soap and deodorant. Paks are designed 

for either·males or females. 
Student Matt Duncan received a fret: college Campus 

Trial Pak and a Parrot lee T-shirt, along with his free lunch. 
The BUZZ gave out many promotional items, such as 
Parrot ke shirts and compact discs. ParI'Ot lee is sold in 
mOst convenience stores. Duncan pointed out, "What I 
like about these things the college throws are free food, 
free deodorant, free soap and free Internet access.'" 

Student Jennifer Gower said, "College is a whole new 
experience from high school, and in order for that transi
tion to be easy, the college must do something for the 
students." Things, such as the Welcome Kickoff, the Hal
loween Karoke party and Student Appreciation Day make 
that transition from high school to college much easier. 

A T•shirt with 94.5 the BUZZ was the prize for anyone 
who wanted to act like a fool. The BUZZ ·played several 
games from Who can answer this question? to What guy 
can bring me a pair of fingernail clippers? to Charades in 
order for students to win those shirts. 

COM Amigos members sold $10 flags for cars, resef\f· 
ing $2 of the money to donate to the American Red Cross 
to help the workers and families in New York City. 

From the student who was a die-hard BUZZ fan to the 
~1udent who was looking for a free lunch, this event at
tracted 150 to 200 students thanks to the BUZZ and SAB. 

Student Goverment election results are in 
By ROY DIXON 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Student Government held 
the 2001 ·2002 student body elections at the end of Sep· ' 
tember. 

The students have spoken, and the student government 
president for the new school year is Courtney Johnson. 
The remaining positions were filled as follows: Carol 
Voight, vice president; Selma Kishwar, treasurer; Tara 

· Land, secretary; Theresea Boston, parliamentarian; and 
Jennifer Russo, night school representative. College Sen· 
ate representatives are Amy Olfers, Clifford Brown and 
Cori Brodbeck. 

This year's election had one of the best voter turnouts 
in recent years with 128 students voting e;ompared to last 
year's ~03. "More ·people came out than expected," said 
James Shippy, Student Government adviser. The Student 
Govemmen.,'s main focu-s is students and what they think 
should be done on campus. 

One of the many problems Student Government will 
be addressing is the lighting situation throughout the cam· 
pus. Many students have complained about how dark it 
is at night walking to their cars. "It's too dark for me on 
campus at night when I leave the library," Johnson S3id. 
"l'qi scared, too." 

Johnson said the .issues he wants to bring to the atten· 
tion of COM officials a,e lowering prices in the cafeteria, 
having more_ student facilities to benefit students in the 
Student Center and more minority administrative posi· 
tions to aid the growing minority student population. 

School organizations wanting to know what Student 
Government is doing, should send a student representive 
lo the meetings. The next meeting will be held Thursday 
Nov. 29, on the second floor of the COM Student Centtr 
during College Hour. Mettings are nonnally held every 
other Thursday; 

For more information about Student Government con· 
tact Shippy at(409) 938-1211 or toll free .1 (888) 258-
8859,Ext f13. 
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Student Activities 
Board wants YOU 
By DAROLYN D, MANGUM 
Staff Reporter 

Many people attend COll~ge of the Mainland, but with 
busy schedules, jqbs and classes, it's impossible to know 
everyone. If you have concerns regarding educational, rec
reational, social, cultural and entertainment programs, five 
people who attend COM are worth knowing. These people 
are the 2000-2001 officers of the COM Student Activi
ties Board: Nicole Cothran, president; EmiliO Vega, vice 
president; Mary Monroe, secre1ary; Byron Hambrick, trea
surer; and Zack Winn, historian 

According to the by-laws; the primary function of SAB 
is to plan, develop and conduct educational, recreational, 
social, cultural and entertainment programs for the col
leg~ community. It is an opportunity for students to de· 
veloy leadt:rship skills, learn to orgal)ize and present Spe· 
cial events, decide how student fees are spent, meet more 
people and acquire additional experience which is ben· 
eficial on a resume. 

Any student enrolled in credit courses at COM may 
become a member of the SAB. Officers are elected each 
November to sen,e a year's term. The elected officers' 
tenns run from the time of the elections until the end of 
the fall semester. The officers of the previous year work 
with the incoming officers until Jan.1 when they retire. 
The officers are elected Py a majority of the participating 
members. To be eligible to vote a member must have at· 
tended at least two previous SAB meetings. 

Meetings for SAB are held on Tuesdays during Col· 
lege Hour in the Gym. Room p.110, unless an activity, 
such as the blood drive is planned. Upcoming events in· 
elude the Veterans Day program cosponsored, with the · 
Students for Christ, Nov 8; Sex and Consequences held 
at College Hour, Nov. 8 in the LRC Auditorium, L·l31. 
the .Multicultural Luncheon Nov. 15 during College·Hour; 
and a discount Book Fair Nov. 20 in the Technical/Voca. 
tional Building. 

Another benefit for SAB members is a scholarship fund 
for active members. The scholarships go to the five most 
involved members: $200 scholarshi'ps to two niembers 
who have devoted the most time to SAB events. Three 
$100 scholarships to the members with the next highest 
amount of time spenl on SAB events. The pur})Ose of the 
scholarships is to reward the five students for time they 
donated toward the successful completion of SAB events 
and as an incentive to get students to join SAB. 

For more information call Maryann Urick, coordinator 
of Recreational Programs and Student Activities, at ( 409) 
93_8- 1211 ortoll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext 418-

Honoring cultures 
All students, faculty and staff are invited to the 

Multicultural·Luncheon to h'onor the different cul· 
tures represented on the College of the Mainland 
campus. 

The luncheon is set for Thursday, Nov. 15, at 
12:30 p.m. in the Sun 'Room df the Student Cen· 
ter. 

To participate in the luncheon, each person must 
bring a covered dish from his or her culture. 

lntemational students need not bring a dish. 
The Student Activities Board, Phi Theta Kappa 

and tht! Organization of African American Cul
ture are hosting this event. 

For more infonnation contact, Maryann Urick, 
coordinator of Recreational Programs and Stu
dent Activities, at (409) 938-1211 or toll free at 1 
(888) 258-8859, Ext 418. 
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Afghans receive food, 
Americans go hungry 

Apparently it is the American way to feed 
those with whem we are at war. We cannot feed 
our citizens who lake up residence. in our streets, 

, yet we can afford to drop food rations to those 
who hatefully burn our American flag. 

President Bush announced that dietary 
assistance packages were the first part of a $320 
million humanitarian effort for displaced Afghan 
refugees. It is possible the intent of food drops is 
(or international acceptance of U.S. military.Jed ' 
bombings and not for mercy for the Afghan 
people. Rather than benefiting our.enemy, 
American dollars should benefit our citizens, our 
disaster relief efforts and biochemical protection. 

Our citizens go hungry while our government 
assures our eriemy of sustenance. The Afghan 
children we feed today may become the Taliban 
soldiers of the future. Money used to pay for 
rations and for the fuel it takes to fly and drop 
food could be spent right here in America, caring 
for families who struggle to feed their children. 

Ordinary citizens not directly affected by the 
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks have donated money to 
the Disaster Relief Fund to help those families 
who have lost family members, jobs, businesses 
and homes. While U.S. citizens generously 
contribute money, the exact people who harbor 
th~ individuals dirodly----responsible for .the 
terrorist attacks receive food via American tax 
dollars. It is uncertain if the f009 rations, 
intended for Afghan refugees, actually make it to 
intended destinations. 

• New disastrous developments have occurred 
as we now are dealing with the anthrax scare. 
Anthrax-laced letters have been used to deliver 
this purposefully -manufactured disease to 
specific people and companies in Florida, New 
York and Washington, D.C. Postal officials warn 
they do not have the funding or manpower to 
~xamine all correspondence and cannot be 
certain U.S. mail is free of contamination. 
Currently, the vaccine for anthrax is in short 
supply in the United States. Assisting in the 
production of the vaccine and developipg 
alternative preventive measures is a more 
appropriate use of government funds than food 
drops to Afghanistan. 

We Americans will not hear fro.m our govern
ment that "humanitarian famine assistance" is 
actually our tax dollars feeding Afghan citizens, 
including the Taliban. The act of providing them 
with food is more than an act of sympathy or 
kindness; there is an ulterior motive. 

Our nation's current policy of simultaneous 
war and humanitarian aid to our adversaries is an 
example of political double-talk, as our govern· 
ment is more concerned with ensuring our 
reputation as a compassionate cotintry. U.S. 
citizens living in poverty are the more needy 
candidates for food aid than the uncooperative 
Afghan citizens. Our citizens are entitled to have 
tax dollars spent in ways that will directly benefit 
them, such as domestic disaster relief efforts and 
biochemical protection. 

U.S. aircrafts are welcome to diop food rations 
to some of those citizens at 23rd Street and 
Broadway, Galveston, Texas, USA. 
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AIDS shatters hopes, dreams, families 

While students are still in school they have many 
dretms. They have great plans aQQUt what they are 
going to do with their lives and how things are going to 
be when they finish school. 

But what if one day you found out that your dreams 
would not come true, that your life was going to come 
to an end sooner than you had planned? What if you 
found out you had an incurable disease? What if you 
found out you had AIDS? 

Let me share with you the story of a young, pretty 
woman who was smart, funny and popular in high 
school and had her whole life before her. 

After graduation-She began going to parties, drinking 
and became sexually active. She had plans to become a 
teacher, a wife, a mother, she already was a sister, a 
daughter, a friend. 

But her life came to an end, despite wonderful 
dreams. Never would she see her two youngest sisters 
walk across the stage to receive their high school 
diplolhas, never would she see her only brother's child, 
and never would she be .able to see her youngest siblings 
walk down the wedding ai_sle to start lives of their own. 
At the end of her life people were turning their headsJo 
look at her, not because of her beuuty, but because of her 
disease, AIDS. 

When she found out she had AIDS she immediately 
told her family. At the time they saw no difference in 
her, she was jusl a bit more tired ihan usual. During the 
last six months of her life she began to lose weight
lots of it. Then her hair started thinning and falling out. 

Going to the doctor weekly and getting blood transfu· 
sions became routine. Sores developed in her mouth and 
down her throat; she had trouble walking and breathing 
on her own and was too weak to eat. 

To you the reader this is only a 1\tory, but to me this
was part of my life, I had to deal With this dying 25-
year.old woman daily. You see, she was my sister. 

It may never happen to you, but what about a friend 
or a relative? AIDS_ is a disease most people know 
something about, but do they really know it? 

My sister was discriminated against because of 
ignorance. Even in our own family we ·had people who 
,would not let their children come near her because she 

had this disease. 
When she found out she had AIDS, we went to the 

library and read as many books as we could to learn 
about it. This disease can be transdlitted in only-three 
ways: sexually1 through blood qansfusions and sharing 
dirty needles. • 

If you are se~ually active, even in a heterosexual 
relationship, you can catch AIJ?S. According to the 
magazine AIDS Treatment News, you have a l·in·20 
chance of having sex with someone who is I-UV positive 
(the early stage of AIDS) or who has AIDS. Further· 
more, even though you may be sexually active with only 
one partner, if your partner has had sex with several 
others, you in essence have had sex with all of them and 
lheir partners. 

Now is the time to become infonned and get tested. 
We don't need to lose any more lives from something 
that can be avoided .with caution. 

If you would like to have more infomation on AIDS or 
HIV contact the Gulf Coast Center· HIV Division in 
Galveston (409) 762·5935. This number will connect 
you with an HIV team that goes to people's homes to do 
private AIDS testing. 

You also can contact the Galveston County Health 
Department Center for Venereal Disease Control in La 
Marque at (409) 938·2429. Or contact Glenda Ridens at 
Planned Parenthood Clinic in League City (281) 337. 
4618. All of these clinics provide AIDS and HIV testing. 

Nursing program update 
The Board of Nurse Examiners of Texas Will 

meet in January to review the College of the Main
land Nursing Program, according to Dr. Gay 
Reeves, interim director of the program. "The 
nursing program has been accredited by the BNE 
since the program's inception." 

Since the May 2001 nursing graduates had a 
94 percent state board pass rate, nursing faculty 
"anticipate that the current conditional accredita· 
tion status will be upgraded," Dr. Reeves said. 

Freshman nursing students are enjoying posi· 
tive learning experiences with small student
teacher ratios. Students also benefit from the nurs
ing faculty mentoring program now in place. 

Any pre-nursing student who has not been con~ 
tacted by an instructor should call ( 409) 938-1211 
or toll free I (888) 258-8859, Ext426, 
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Editorials/News 

. 
COM student Eligio Aguilar gives blood at the semi-annual blood drive sponsored by the SAB, Oct. 2 and 3. The 
blood drive attracted 108 volunteers, of which 57 were first-time donors. Twenty..eight people also were deterred 
for various reasons. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

OK, we're at war; what happens next? 

Like Billy Joel once sang, "We didn't start the fire, it 
was always burning since the w6rtd's been turning." 
And those fires of the human condition are sti11 burning 
as ambivalence continues to embrace Americans.as they 
wonder wh.it happened to normality. 

Why have things gone awry in such a short time? On 

Like a splinter in our psyche, 1he question arises 
insatiably, "Why did lhe Sept. 11 tragedy occur?" Other 
perplexities, such a!> who are they, what do they want 
and what can we, as a people, do to maintain our 
equilibrium also arise. 

Our government seeks to wreak vengeance on the 
culprits and to eradicate the evil of terrorism around the 
globe in hopes of cleansing the landscape of famine and 
destruction for the future of mankind. 

I believe termrismANill never be dont away wit1'. It 
will always be a thorn in the side of any co1,1ntry and its 
citizens. It doesn't hurt to try, but the president shouldn't 
try to make a crusade out of this catastrophe. 

· television flags are being mass marketed. to enhance our 
sense of being a part of a greater, homogeneous nation, 
one that won'I falter and will not be divided. 

Anthrax, suicide bombings and counter attacks have 
all become common rhetoric at our dinner tables, and 
many Americans are glutted with the hourly updates of 
"what's-going-on-now." Most of us want to see Osama 
bin La~en chastised and many want justice enforced 
with swift action. I only wish the questions and the 
answers were that simple and had perfect clarity. 
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Is there sufficient evidence to convict bin Laden, is 
the killing of Afgha~ innocents v_ia bomb strikes worth 
the price? To me, the answer is no. Saving lives and 
establishing peace in the Middle East is the only thing 
that is essential. For years the Middle East has been 
synonymous with violence, but many Americans _have 
been somewhat indifferent. Now we have no choice but 
lo face lhe reality thal we are not impervious to destruc
tion and pain, and that w,e are a part of the situation. 

Conversations, debates and riots can go on about 
who's right, who started the attacks, and who will be the 
first to seek resolution. Bui what does it all accomplish 
if more suffering has to be endured? Resorting to 
violence can't be tolerated; we need to look at sensible 
solutions that benefit all people, not just our own. Most 
of us have never fallen victim t9 starvation, oppressiQil 
or isolation as many citizens in the Middle East have, 
and we must not allow their cries to fall on deaf ears. 

One of my fears is that people will look at Muslims .as 
scapegoats; that people who are different from you or 

, me are inherently terrorists. With the media pulsating 
with disturbing and sometimes biased leads, people have 
been severely affected by the images of mass destruction 
and its source. Violence, domestically and locally, has 
already brokefl. out, backed by hatred. To indulge in such 
racial discrimination will only add more fuel to the fire. 

Where do we go now that we're at war? Hopefully; 
our leaders won't condemn a nation for the actions of a 
few, and I wish that we as a nation could see the bigger 
picture of what has happened at home and abroad, for 
the sake of preserving all that is sacred. 
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COM Blood Drive . 
considered success 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Staff Reporter 

Although the College of the Mainland Blood Drive held 
Oct. 2 and 3 was a success, it was not as big a success as. 
hoped for, especially in light of the Sept. 11 tragedy. 

The semi-annual blood drive attractedlOS volunteers; 
yielding 80 don al ions of which 57 were first-time donors 
28 people were deferred {those who could not give for 
one reason or another). 

There were many reason.s for deferrals which ranged 
from communicable illnesses to living abroad for more 
than six months, specifically in Europe, where mad cow 
di~ase cost the lives of thoµsands of head animals. But 
the majority of the deferrals were due to "tattoos and body 
piercings," said Maryann Urick, coordinator of Recre
ational and Student Activities. 

After the Si;:pt. 11 lragedy, Urick asked the Gulf Coast 
Regional Blood Center in Houston to move up the date of 
the drive, but because of demands at the blood center, the 
center was unable to do so. 

The most successful blood drive in recent COM his
tory, held Oct. 6, 1999, yielded 334 donors of which 290 
were able to donate and only 44 were deferred due to less 
stringent regulations. 

That drive was held days after the vehicle accident that 
caused the death of Texas City's Fire Captain William 
Bethune and resulted in the lengthy hospitalization of 
firefighter, Craig Peterson. 

Career Services offers 
career placement tool--
ByMARETTAWNG 
Staff Reporter 

If you knew of something that would be free to you but 
would cost oihers hundreds, maybe even thousands of dol
lars and was to your benefit, would you use it? The Myers 
Briggs Type Indicator is a career-determining tool offered 
by the College of the Mainland Career Services Center. 

The MBTI has been ·used by .more than 14 million 
people nationwide. Professionals use it to help their cli
ents make informed career decisiOns, and college coun
selors use it to help students choose a career path. 

The developers of this placement tool conducted a num
ber of surveys of pro_fessionals .who enjoy their careers, 
asking each the same questions. They then combined all 
the answers and developed the MBTL 

Patricia Jackson, who was Patricia Williams prior to 
her recent marriage, said, "When a student takes the 
MBTI, the answers he givC~ are compiled by using a mix 
and match method." The students'answers are matched 
with the answers of professionals who share the students' 
interests, likes and dislikes and are happy with the caseer 
"they're in. Jackson said there are no right or wrong, good 
or bad answers to the tool. It is simply what the student 
thinks, what he prefers and the thingS he likes to do com
pared to the likes and dislikes of those already in careers. 

For people who are just beginning their education, the 
MBTI is a tool that gives them insight into which career 
fields best Suit them and the things they should be doing 

in order to reach their goals. 
In the case of people already in a career, the MBTI is a 

tool that helps them expand their horizons by showing 
how they have changed over time. The _MBTI also is a 
source of guidance for people Who don't have any idea of 
what to do or where to start. 

The MBTI takes approximately 35-45 minutes to fin
ish.and helps people who want or need direction. 

For more information call Jackson at (409) 9~8-1211 
or toll free I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 529. 
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Pine Forest project - . 
finished after 2 years 
Continued from Paga t 
ity families. elderly or disabled," Hernandez said. The front · 
desk receptionist for the apartments, Anna Torres, was 

• behin~ in her rent, "so instead of putting her out on the 
~ streets, we gave her a job," Henandez said. "It was a good 

situation for both of us." Most of the people who are em
ployed by the apartments also are current residents. "That 
says a lot about our project," Hernandez said. 

With the Pine Forest project almost· finished, after two 
years of renovations, the .Hemandezes have started to pur
chase single family, hQmes in the Galveston County area. 
They hope to turn renters at Pine Forest into home own
ers. The couple will sell to people who have been current 
tenants at Pine Forest for at least two yea.rs. "We do busi
ness on trust, and we trust our faithful renEers," Hernandez 
s'aid. "No credit check, no money down, worst case we 
get the house back." In ad_dition, the Hemandezes will be 
using the community club house of Pine Forest as a class
room to teach English lo their Spanish speaking tenants. 

Hernandez also is the curren_t chairman of the Dickinson 
Citizens PqliceAcademy Alumni Association. The alumni 
association is currently involved in ra'ising fthtds for Crimi
nal Justice· scholarships for area colleges, which he hopes 
will benefit some of the tenants at Pine Forest. He also 
works with the Hispanic Organization for Learning Ad
vancement at COM, also known as HOLA, in soliciting 
funds to establish a scholarship. 

Other nominees for the Estrella Award this year were 
Larry Edrozo, a local attorney 'in Texas City, Albert Garcia, 
a military retiree and former COM student, and Hilda 
Torres an instructor for the Mexican Fofklorico Ballet of
fered by the Continuing Education department at COM. 
All are outstanding leaders in the Hispanic community. 

Former recipients of the award include last year's win
ner Jaime Jimenez, a retired teacher and former school 
administrator for the Texas City Independent School Dis
tricC The 1999 winner, Eustorgio "Roy" R. Davila~ ls_a 
member of the COM Board of Trustees. 

25th annual fall fun run 
College of the Mainland will hold its 25th annual Texas 

Turkey Trot Fun Run and Walk Nov. 17. Proceeds from 
the event will go toward scholarships. 

The Turkey Trot is open to all ages and ability levels. 
The first race will start at 8 a.m. for children ages 10 

and under doing a 1/4 mile trot. The entry fee is $9. All 
trotters will receive a certificate for participating, Chil
dren will be supervised while their parents compete in the 
longer events. 

Older participants will begin their events at 8:15 a.m., 
which includes one-, three- and six-mile runs. The entry 
fee is for these races is $15. 

Awards will be given·to the first and second place male 
and female winners in each race and to the first place win
ner in each age group. 

All finishers will be given T-shirts and a chance in a 
d,raWing held for various other prizes, including a one night 
stay in a cottage for two at the Columbia Lakes Country 
Club, Bloom in' Onions from the Outback Steakhouse and 
Reebok Gift Certificates. 

The sign-up deadline is Friday, Nov. 9. Entry fonns can 
be mailed to College of the Mainland Recreational Pro
gram, 1200 Ambum Road, Texas City, TX 77591. . 

For more information call Mary Ann Urick, coordina
tor of Recreational Programs and Student Activities at 
( 409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 418. 

Play will run through Nov.18 
Continued from Page 1 
play: The man in black, who fades in at the end of the 
scenes but disappears as mysteriously as he appears. 

Requiem for a Heavyweight will play through. Nov. 18. 
For more information or to reserve tickets, contact the 

Arena Theatre at (409) 933:1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 345. 

' 
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The COM softball team took first.place at the GCIC Sports Day Oct. 18. Team member& are (front row, frC)m 
left) Naomi Grimaldo, Jennie Fisher; (back row, from left) Darry Cox, Vito Sarate, Michela MeJla, Adam 
Flies, Faron Samford, Danny Noah, Chris Barkmann and Chris Azkley. {Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Advice on how to retire as a millionaire 

Would you like to retire as a millionaire? 
The following is not a get rich quick scheme. What I 

am advocating is using the power of compounding 
interest in your favor, that is investing in the market. 
The higher the interest rate you find the faster your 
money will grow. 

A quick way to see how long your money wilt take to 
double is to take 72 and divide that by your interest rate. 
Test this with the interest from your average savings 
account, say 5 percent subtract 3 percent for inflation 
and it will take 36 years to double. That means it will 
take 36 years to make $500 become $1,000. Put $500 
into the stock market at a 15 percent return minus 3 
percent inflation, and it only takes 5.5 years to reacp 
$1,000. As you can see, saving in the bank is a waste ol 
money. It lakes less than 40 years to create millions with 
$10,000. You can create this kind of money in five years 
by saving $166 per month. So start now sOyou can quit 
working early. 

There are three basic ways of investing in the stock 
market. 

My favorite is online trading. The advantage of this 
route is total control of your trading a~d the costs are 
minimal. The down side is when things go bad, it is 
your doing. 

The other two options are mutual funds or to use· a 
stockbroker. Both have good and bad points, but in 

general they are both more costly than online trading but 
tend to be no safer. 

The government has made our lives complicated with 
taxes. If you put your money directly into the stock 
market the ·govemment will tax everything you earn. 
This tax is capital gains and is above and beyond your 
standard income tax. 

There are two basic ways to prevent paying capital 
gains-tax. One is ihe Roth IRA lhe other is the standard 
IRA. An)'one who pays income tax is eligible for this 

• 

• 

wonderful tax shelter. 
The Roth IRA is the investing route I have taken. It is 

well suited for people of low income because "it taxes 
your .money before yon p.utilin at yuur presenUax rate. 
When at retirement you take it out, you pay no tax. The 
only reason not to go this route is if you think that you 
are in a, higher tax bracket than you will be in after 
retirement (probably not a consideration for a student). 

A standard IRA take.'tmoney, puts it into an account 
before taxes, and then it is taxed as incom(? when it is 
taken out. There are limitatioris on withdrawing the 
money. If you do not follow the rules, you will have a 10 
percent early withdrawal fee. However, when you tum . 
age 59 1/2, you pay no fees no matter what you do with 
your IRA. 

When·you first start to invest, it is best to look at 
stocks of companies you know, use and like. Generally, 
if you like them, so will others. While you save money 
to invest, keep an eye on your selected stocks and follow 
the stock market reports on t,hem. See what Cvents cause 
the stock to go up and down, so that when you buy and 
eventually sell, you will have an understanding of the 
companies. 

The best way I have found to buy stocks is to limit 
myself to a couple of stocks I know and have re
searched. Then I watch them and pick a price to which I 
thQlk they will drop on a bad day and set a limit order (A 
limit order is a setting used to fix ·the price you want' to 
buy a stock at). 

Be patient. It can take time, but it has worked well for 
me and should do well for you. After you get some 
stocks, do not get lazy; continue to carefully follow 
them in the stock reports. Do this so you can sell out 
before the stock goes down. 

When things get b~d, don't give up. Learn from your 
mistakes; modify your strategy and move on. Remem~ 
ber, no one ever got rich withqut taking a few risks. 

[n the next issue of lntcrCOM I wm discus how to 
eliminate overly risky stocks. I also will touch on the use 
of small corporations to reduce your income taxes and 
thereby increase your disposable income. 

So have your stocks picked out and re.idy for groom
ing by the next issue. Otherwise you could be left behind 
with nothing but worthless lottery tickets as your only 
hQpe for the future. 
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What's Happening 

Fine Arts hall packed with jazz fans 
By MICHAEL SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Jazz Combo and Jazz En
semble put on a fre'e concert 8 p.m. Oct. 23 in the COM 
Fine Arts Recital Hall. The jam-packed Recital Hall was 
treated to quite a show as both bands and Director Sparky 
Koerner delivered some snazzy live locarjazz. 

First to take the stage was the Jazz Combo. The Combo 
is a well dressed eight-piece band that lends itself to more 
contemporary jazz. This time around the combo concen
trated on Herbie Hancock's music. They played a dreamy 
"Maiden Voyage," Hancock's-offbeat"Watermelon Man," 
and the rhythm-powered "Rocket." 

The crowd really seemed to have a good time. "Thoiiie 
cat.s really got down with their s.olos," Koerner said. 

Between songs Koerner talked to the crowd, explain
ing the creative challenge facing young musicians to im

-provise after they have teamed the the major scales and 
rhythmic ideals. He also talked of a scale called the Dorian 
mode, one of the most important modes in performing 
jazz. 

Combo members include: Shawn Clarke, drums; Josh 
Hayles, synthesizer; Koerner's son Aaron Koerner, trum
pet; Russ Meaux, drums; Allen Oliver, guitar; Latasha 
West, alto saxophone; and Charles Whitney, percussion. 

After a short intermission, the Jazz Ensemble crammed 
themselves onto the stage. The Ensemble is a larger group 
of 19 musicians, equipped to play the more traditional 
big-band nightclub-style jazz. The Ensemble played songs 
by Bob Mintzer, Jerome Kern, Randy Purcell, Mike 
Tomaro, Jeff Jarvis, Shelly Berg and Pete Vollmers. Songs 
included the bossa nova "Yesterday's," a beautiful "Au
gusta Nights" for which Koerner played a solo on his 
tlugelhorn and a heated rendition of"Hot It Up." Koerner 
was even seen doing the jitterbug, but luckily for him, 
Inter COM 's slow-fingered photographer/reporter missed 
that shot 

COM's Jazz Combo and Ensemble, a group of spirited 
musicians performed great live music. Bring a date, a 
party, or just go by yourself to their next performance 8 
p.m. Dec. 4 in the Fine Arts Building. 

The COM Community Concert Band will hold a spe-

Eric Brooks (on left) and Ken Kirk, split leads on trum
pet In the COM Jazz Ensemble, rehearse for an up
coming performance on Dec. 4 In the Fine Arts Bulld
ing Recitai HaJi, Room F-117. TheCOMJau Ensemble, 
Jazz Combo and COM Community Concert Band are 
directed by Spart<y Koemer.(Photo by Michael Smith) 

cial Veterans Day concert at the Rotary-Pavillion in Texas 
City 4 p.m. Nov. 11. The concert will feature selections 
including "God Bless America," "Amazing Grace'' and 
"Armed Forces Salute." Visit the concert and salute the 
veterans of AQierica. 

For more information on these and other events con
tact Professor Koerner at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 
(888) 258-8859, Ext. 427. 

COM prepares for.Veterans Day salute 
By CHRISTINA WEAVER 
Staff Reporter 

The observance of Veterans Day at College of the Main
land will take place on Thursday, Nov. 8, in the Learning 
Resources Center Library at 12:30 p.m. 

The Pre-Veterans Day celebration, organized by the Stu
dent Activities Board and Students for Christ, will begin 
with a recognition of all veterans by Ralph Holm, presi
dent of the COM Board of Trustees. Then three Students 

·· for Christ officers will speak about veterans in the past, 
present and future. Rey as Gonzalez, president, will speak 
about past veterans; Tara Land, Student Government rep
resentative, will speak about present-day veterans; and 
Latasha Breed, vice president, will speik..about today's 
service men, our future veterans. 

Other speakers include faculty whose family members 
have eith~r been in a past war or are currently serving our 
country. Jim Higgins, director of COM Planning and Pub
lic Information, also has invited special guest speakers. 
The identity of these guests will be announced at the cel
ebration. 

James Heffel, COM choral director, will entertain with 
a patriotic song and SAB will serve cake and punch. Stu
dents for Christ also will give away door prizes, among 
them patriotic T-shirts. These T-shirts will also be offered 
for sale during the event. 

COM already has paid tribute to a few of its own ·he
roes in a display of pictures in the library. The display, 
placed in front of a giant Am·erican flag, contains pictures 

of the sons, daughters and other family members of COM 
staff. who have served or are presently serving in the 
armed forces. This display includes a picture of Frank 
Barbuto's ship and a newspaper from 1914 featuring a 
front-page story about Duke Drewry's father, James A 
Drewry, a Pearl Harbor survivor. Barbuto works in the 
Adult Education Program and Dre'wry works in Computer " 
Services. 

Some of the other pictures include~ Sparky Koerner, 
music professor, just out of boot camp; PBX Director 
Peggy Blizzard's son, Adam; Adult Education Specialist 
Leslie Richard's brothers, Randall and Jeffrey, and her 
grandfather, Austin T. Mallow, al'KI library technician 
Holly Anderson's daughter, Sarah Frederick and her son, 
Charles Frederick. The pictures will be on display in the 
library irntil Nov. 12. 

In 1921 an unknown World War I American soldier 
was laid to rest ipArlington Natiorial Cemetery. The burial 
site was dubbed the_ Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. This 
meniorial gesture took place on Nov. 11, giving universal 
recognition to the ending of World War I hostilities at 11 
a.m., Nov. 11, 1918 (the 11th hour of the 11th day .of the 
11th month). 

The day became known as "Armistice Day." Armistice 
means "a truce." The name WjlS made official in a con
gressional session in 1926. Armistice Day became a na-
tional holiday 12 yea.rs later with the hope that the "war 
to end all wars" would be just that After ending the Ko
rean War in 1954, President Eisenhower signed a bill pro
claiming Nov. 11 as Veterans Day. 
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People Speak Out 
By lnte.<:OM Edlton and Staff 

During the last two months we, asa nation, have 
experienced a heightened. sense of apprehension 
and have felt bombarded. by a large amount of 
information that we must digest. Jn regard to the 
Sept. 11 tragedy and tbe ongoing eris.es, lnterCOM 
asked. "What do you think about how well the 
media has covered the anthrax scare and the con
tinuous war o n terrorism?" 

Marcus Williams: It 
is a·big problem. They 
are trying to warn the 
people, but they make 
it worse.People are 
scared now to open the 
mail. We should ler it 
all die down sorne. 

Deborah Ilates: The 
media is not truthful. It 
should give more de
tails. People should be 
more informed. 

Erin Qualls: I don't 
like all the coverage 
because they make us 
think that Houston is 
going to be next. The 
coverage is way out of 
band. 

Kay Cox: It is way 
overdone, .It is really 
stupid to repon about 
being on alert and to be 
aware but not to teU--us 
why. Then they report: 
go about your life as 
noimat. 

PbiUipBocco:Too lib
eral with information, 
especially about terror
ist activities. They can 
monitor us and know 
what we are duin&, The 
press does not exercise 
enough restraint. 

JHD Racy: It has been · 
covered good. It is ~" 
!er than got having COV· 

ered it at all. 

Dr. Mark Sanders: 
The media bas been ir
responsible with the in
formation. It has been 
sketchy with regards to 
anthrax, but all right on 
the war. 

BIUle Morris: The cov
erage is way over
blown. If the media is 
going to scare people, 
they should also give 
the information to back 
it up. . 
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Reality of AIDS 
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TIPA Award-winner 

A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

rheater delivers a knockout 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Staff Reporter 

Rod Serling's play, R(kjuiem for a Heavyweight, opened Oct. 25 and will run through 
Nov. 18 at the College of the Mainland Arena Theatre. This. unique and dramatic play, 
directed by Jack Westin, revolves around the life of a has-been boxer, his greed}' .man
ager and the woman tryin~ to save him from his manager and himself. 

While the play takes place in the boxing world, it is not about the sport of boxing. lt 
is "a play about change, pride and dignity," said WCstin, director of Theatre Programs. 

Bryan Myers, who has performed in more than 30 COM productions, plays prize
fighter Harlan "Mountain" McClintock. After his· final fight McClintock learns he is no 
longer able to fight and must embark on a journey t9 find himself and a new career. 

Maish Resnich, his manager, played convincingly by veteran COM actor Robert Judd 
schemes to use McClintock and his name for his own monetary gains. 

Bryan Myers as Harlan "Mountain" McClintock a·nd Barbara Winburn as Grace Miller 
deliver knockout performances In the COM Arena n,eafre production of Requiem for 
a Heavyweight, which plays through Nov. 18. (P!loto by theater department) 

Barbara Winburn makes her COM acting debut as Grace Miller, an employment coun
selor, and one of the only people to help McClintock better himself and find his dignity. 

In lrue Rod Serling (Twilight.Zone) fashion, there is the strange, oftbeat side to the 
See Play Page 11 
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Colleges compete; COM takes first place twice 
By T.~LA."111) 
Staff Reporter 

At the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day 
held at College of the Mainland Oct. 18, two COM teams 
tooi fiist place. The COM softball team defeated San 
Jacinto College Central Campus in a close game, with a 
score of 10 to 9, and the COM men's basketball team 
defeated Brazosport, 44 to 31. 

GCIC Sports Day is held during the fall and spring se
mesters allowing the conference cotleges to compete in 
various sports. Hosted by a different college each time, it 
was COfyf's turn to host the event, which drew 11 other 

Hernandez honored 
with Estrella Award 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland hosted the third annual Estrella 
~wards and Banquet Oct. 13. 'rhe Estrella Award is given 
annually to recognize and honor an Qutstanding member 
of the Hispanic community. The award also is a means of 
promoting education and COM. 

The recipient of this year's ·Estrella Award was ·sen 
Hernandez, who after eight years of service in the U.S. 
Marine Corps, graduated with honors from COM and went 
on to receive his bachelor's degree in computer engineer
ing from the University of Houston, central campus. 
Hernandez recently retired from BP (formerly Amoco) in 
Texas City. 

After retirement Hernandez and his wife Mary Sue be
gan renovating properties in the Galveston County area 
for low income, disabled or elderly families. The couple's 
current project is Pine Forest Apartments on Deats Road 
in Dickinson. Pine Forest, the largest renovation project 
for the couple. "is now 94 percent occupied with minor-

See Pine Page 11 
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colleges·. Part>cipating collf'g~ in.addition lO COM weft'.., 
Alvin, Brazosport, Kingwood, Lee, Nonh Harris County, 
San Jacinto North, South and Central, Alvin Pearland 
Campus, Wharton County and Tomball. 

More than 220 students participated in GCIC Sports 
Day. Eleven teams competed in volleyball, six in soft
ball, seven in men's basketball, two in women 's basket
ball, three players competed in men's racquetball, eight 
players in men 's tennis, four in women's tennis, six in 
table tennis and 11 in 8-ball. 

In 8-ball Wayne Harrgrave of COM came in second, 
while Jason Galtka of Brazosport came in first. 

In volleyball Tomball took a firSt, defeating Wharton. 

In racquetball Jesse Bales from San Jacinto South took 
first defeating Brian Roberts fro111 North Harris. Ryan 
Garcia from Brazosport took a first in men's tennis over 
Derrick. McCrarjn from North Harris. 

In women's tennis Natalie White of San Jacinto Cen
tral took first place. Ronnie Gerstman from Lee took first 
place in table tennis ·with Andrew Hagee from Lee com
ing in second. 

GC(C Sports Day is open to all students. Those inter
ested in partcipating in the spring ma} contact Maryann 
Urick, coordinator of COM Recreational Programs and 
Student Activities, at (409) 938-1211 or toll free at 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext 418. See related_photo on Page 11 

Ben Hernandez, this year's Estrella Award winner, his wife and staff stand in front of the Pine Forest Apartments 
whl<:h they have recently renovated for low~lncome, elderly and dlsabl~ people. Picture~ {from left) are Mary 
Sue Hernandez, Anna Torres, Geanle Rambin, Martha Hernandez, and Hernandez. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 
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What's Happening 

Thoughts, feelings shared by Vets 

James "Elmo" Knapp speaks about the realltiff 
of the Vietnam War at UM Pr•Veterans Day Sa
lute held In the COM Learning Resourc11 Cent• 
Ubrary Nov. 8. (Photo by Kristy Roberto) 

ByTARAIAND 
Staff Reporter 

Veterans Day, Nov. 11, came exactly two months 
after the terrorist attack on America. This year's ob
servance of Veterans Day was like no other. Every 
village, every town and every .city of our nation had a 
new respect and felt a new appreciation for the mean
ing of Veterans Day. 

"So many times in the past we have overlooked th&S 
holiday," stated Jim Higgins, director of College of 
the Mainland Public Information and an Air Force 
veteran. "But this year we stand in remembrance, and 
we respect the ones who served because we now real-

ize the things the veterans have done, and the things 
that veterans are doing and will be doing." 
, COM held a Pre-Veterans Day Salute Nov. 8 to ob
serve Veterans Day. The benefit began with Sparky 
Koe mer, music profess6r and Air Force veteran. play
ing the "Star Spangled Banner" on his trumpet. This 
was followed by a moment of silence in honor of 
deceased veterans and victims of the Sept. 11 attack. 

Veterans, family members of veterans and active 
military members were given time to share their feel
ings with a large audience in the COM library . . 

The following people shared their memories, feel
ings and gave personal remarks about being a vet
eran or a family member waiting to hear from a•vet
eran: Jerry Anderson, COM employee and a Navy 
veteran; Chris Boyd, COM student and an Army vet
eran; Tillie Henson, COM employee mother of a Navy 
veteran: Holly Anderson, COM employee and mother 
of active Navy and activ~ Air Force members; 
Maridell Vaughan, COM employee and mother of an 
active Air Force member; Micah Duckett, COM em
ployee and mother of an active Marine; and James 
"Elmo" Knapp, COM student and Navy veteran. 

Members of the community also were given time 
lo express their thoughts and gratitude for the veter
ans and the people who are now serving. Both E.W. 
Cruse, U.S. Marine veteran, and Elias de la Cerda 
Jr., an Army veteran, COM alumnus and fonner 
lnterCOM editor, shared their thoughts and feelings 
with those gathered for the event. 

The ceremony ended with James Heffel, music pro
fessor, singing a solo of "God Bless America." Then 
everyone sang a medley of service hymns for each 
brancl1 of the armed forces printed on a handout and 
finished by singing .. God Bless America." 

The Student Activities Board, provided a red, white 
andblue cake and sodas for refreshments. 

"If this continues to grow after two years after Sept. 
11," Knapp said, .. 58 years after World War II and 25 
years after Vietnam. then we have a true sense of pride 
and togetherness. Don't let Sept. 11 be the reason for 
this celebration. and don't let the Afghanistan war be 
your pride." 

Spanish program offers accelerated classes 
By MICHAEL SM1l1l 
Si.frllepomr 

College of the Mainland is offering accelerated Span
ish classes for the spring semester. Students will be able 
to take both Spanish ·f and Spanish II in the same semes-: 
ter, giving them the opportunity to earn up to eight credit 
"hours in two eight-week courses this spring. 

The new Spanish I classes will be held from Jan. 14 to 
March 8. New Spanish II classes will be held from March 
18 to May 10. 

The new classes will take place in the ,mQming and at 
night. Morning classes are from 7:30 to 9:20 allowing 

students to take 9:30 classes. Evening classes are from 
5:15 to 7:05 permitting enrollment in 7:15 classes. 

Becatl5C Spanish I and fl are four credit hours each, 
they meet for longer periods than ttiree credit hour .;lasses. 
Spanish ProfC550r Rafael Nar.s.njo said it has been proven 
that a foreign language is best learned (how to read, write, 
listen and speak) when the studerits are exposed to it ev
ery day for at least two hours at a time. 

Spanish l and fl also are offered al the traditional times 
(twice a week) as well as Spanish Ill and Spanish lV. 

For more infonnation call Naranjo at (409) 938-1211 
or toll free 1 (888) 258-88.59, Ext. 353, or e-mail him at 
<maranjo@mail.mainland.cc.tx.us>. 

Enhance writing skills,·become InterCOM reporter 
Do you want to just read about the news or would you 

like to take part in reporting it? 
If you like to write and would like to see your name in 

print, the begin~ingjoumalism course is the class for you. 
The journalism class will help you to become a better 
writer, deal more effectively with people and open doors 
to future careers. 

Absolutely no journalism experience is necessary to be 
in the class, and enrolling in the class automatically makes 
you a staff member of the student newspaper, InterCOM. 
which is published three times during a long semester. 

• 

The beginning journalism course is COMM 2311.01, 
Newsgathering and Writing I, Index #2274. lt meets Mon
days and Wednesdays, 12:30-3:20 p.m. The first half of 
class is lect.ure; the second half is a built-in lab. You al::;o 
need lo sign up for the production lab, whicb meets as 
needed to produce Ille newspaper. It is COMM 1129.01, 
Newspaper Publication I, Index #2275. 

For more information regarding a beginning journal
ism experience, call Astrid H. Lowery, journalism pro-. 
fessor and lnterCOM adviser, at (409) 938-1211 or toll
free l (888) 258-8859, Ext. 314. 
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People Speak Out 
llz lalerCOM &llton aad Sid 

W. h,Ye ,..n eviden<e of animal c:loliilliwith 
the birth of Dolly, the .sheep. A Ma1s11cl111:,
company allllOllllCed Nov. 25 they had _, 
Cully maod the fuat hun!an embryo.~ 
PmideDt Bush aad ~spoke out 11&11imll 
humonc:loliilliforany- latetCOM
How de you fool about bum1111 cloning? 

llllt...,nlfllil!.~ 
is Ill dcyeliip ... eoll 
research, I have 110 
prob! .... with ii. If.the 
illlelllid\JaM"""" 
I SOC DO jllllpOSO la it; 
s1em cello cw ........ -
... i, I ctl>1¥ pail$, . 

Lois A 1'm1tJ• Uiill!lri 
it ls ~ ·ii ,., • . 
... ..,, t,ylag to play . 
Ood, and t~•n If we . 
manufacture a body~ 
onl1. Ood * man ... 
facturoa-. 

Roullad Collllm I -·t tbilll it is a good 
i6ea. If ii is in the 

· wrong bands, it wlH 
lud to bad tbillp. 

Uada Aquila.-, I do 
. not acne with human 
clonlag. I do not feel 
tbat • huJllu beillC 
sboukl be clolled; thll1 

ill not - ·· Jl,b,. It is 
Go<l'•job to.-hlf. 

11« .' itlAlllt in. way .. 
lt ill ~ l,ut it de· 
P«ll"loa ill>'N ii is 1ISOdi 
lf ii ;,, UllOd to llflp 
pooplo itioaood, but if 
you;""' c:loliilli Ill ... 
ifJOll ..... ,-if'tbod. 

GeoraeWffl: ·Mor<o 
apillolt it tiian fl# It. ft 
is • good 'dlini; if ..... 
...... - lllld $pilW 
injuries; . 

Ado SalldllMldlm I .,_:limplu. 'l'hffl 
ainagalnstctooing.nct I!"' two tt,Ji,gs IO..,._ 
bccau•• it is wrong sider. One ill .111t. moral/ 
$lllco tboy are uot ,_ elbiciu issue,~ is., 

' · ieatmg a peffOII 's por· ' whatthey ..., dirit ·rg 
~ just the shell. todo ij tor: lhi inedl<:8i/ 
'l'he cloning g,akos s<:ientlfic aspect; Tllm 
~ belfevo !boy..., is !IO right or -s to 
God. ' ti,;. qucatioo. 
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Study abroad in sunny Oaxaca, Mexico 
Tech Prep receives 
Excellence Award 

Study abroad students will be met In Oaxaca, 
M&xico, by Zlndy Nadab Maranto, co-director of 
the Study Abroad Program next Summer II. 

By MICHAEL SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

Society in Galveston County and the surrounding 
areas is changing as the local Hispanic community's 
population continues to increase. More ·and more 
people of Hispanic origin are calling ~his area home 
and their heritage, language and traditions are becom
ing a part of everyday life. 

Galveston is an obvious harbor for many Mexican 
and South American families because of the city's 

Tanzanian bishop 
.tours COM campus 

Hy KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

fn Tanzar:iia, located in East Africa, only 8 percent of 
children attend a secondary school and only I percent 
actually go to college. Bishop Simon Makundi, bishop of 
the Anglican piocese of Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania 
visited, and toured the College of the Mainland campus 
Nov. 12. He hopes lo bring his two daughters here from 
Tanzariia so they can continue their education at COM. 

The bishop met with COM President Homer M. 
"Butch" Hayes, Mary Ochoa, director of Ellronm·ent 
Management, and James Shippy, associate dean of Stu
dent Services. He discussed the future education of his 
two daughters and hopefully other Tanzanian students. 

See Makundl Page 11 
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history an~ continuous prosperity. 
College of the Mainland is an obvious school for 

mariy students, and it is teaching students to learn 
and uoderstand the people and language behind this 
change with its comprehensive Hispanic education 
department and with progressive programs such as 
the aru1'ual trip to Oaxaca, Mexico. 

After the overwhelming success of lhe firSt study 
abroad program to Oaxaca,- in which 18 COM stu
dents participated, the Social and Behavioml Sciences 
Team along with the COM Continuing Education 
department have annolfnced that students will have 
the opportunity to take the second annual trip during 
the next Summer II semester. COM is offering sched
ule options of one four-week excursion from July 6 
to Aug. 3, or two two-week excursions. The first trip 
is July 6-20, the second, July 20 tO Aug. 3. 

Credit and non-credit students of all ages and oc
cupations are welcome to sign up. Up to 20 spots are 
available for the trip. · 

Stu<k!lla will ~-•<! Jzy CQM ~ w, J'ro,. 
fes!ter Rafael Naranjo. Waitirig to rneet ·,he group in 
Oaxaca will be Naranjo's nephew Zindy Nadab 
Naranjo, co-director of the Study Abroad Program 
and a local Oaxacan. Professor Nardlljo 's intent is to 
help his students understand the cullure behind the 
people whose language they are trying to learn. 

"You go to church, you go shopping, you go to 
school and you hear Spanish conlinuously," Naranjo 
said. "So Spanish is no longer a foreign language, 
but it is a first language for the people we work with, 
live with etc ..... So how can we communicate?" 

Students stay with preselected Oaxacan families, 
experiencing the daily lives of the households they 
visit. Most of the families speak limited English, mak
ing the trip a sure•firc way for Spanish students to 
concentrate on the language. 

Richard Moke, retired NASA program engineer 

Seti Students Page 10 

By APRIL BRANDON 
Mauglng Edlto• 

The College of the · Mainland Tech Prep department 
earned a round of applause when it was awarded the "Tech 
Prep Ex<;ellence Award" for "Outstanding Performance 
in Promoting Tech Prep from 20(X)-2001" by the Gulf 
Coast Tech Prep Consortium. 

COM was the only college out of the nine awarded the 
Tech Prep award, "It was quite an honor," said Renea 
Campbell, director of the COM K-12 Partnership. 

The conference, The Fall Regional Conference for Gulf 
Coast Education that Works Tech Prep/School-to-Careers 
Conference, was tleld at ttle Hobb)' Hi,Jton Nov. 6. 

.. Thanks and consratulations to all of our Tech Prep 
programs for their hard work," Ca1npbeI1 said. • • 

Eight community colleges in addition to COM attended 
the conference along with.several area high schools. The 
Deer Park Independent School District also was awarded 
the "Teel>P~llcllccAwllid"attl>o_.acc. The 
other ccltege& were Alvin Comnritn~. Bit!iosj,ort Com
munity, San Jacinto, Galveston, Lee, HoustOll Commu
nity, Whanon Community and North Harris Montgom
ery County Community. 

Dan Talley, chairman of the steering committee, pre
sented the award at the COM Board of Trustees meeting 
Nov. 26 to Board of Trustees President Ralph Holm and 
to COM President Dr. Homer M. "Butch"' Hayes. 

Tech Prep offers study programs to high school stu
dents so they may prepare for a future. in the technology 
field in careers, such as graphic arts. nursing and com
puter.science. The six-year ( 4+2) plan begins with a four
y~ar high school program, which not only prepares stu
dents 10 attend college, but also supplies them with the 
technical skills for entry-level employment after high 
school and while attending college. · 

Students interested in Tech Prep should speak with 
counselors at the middle or high school level, so that a 
graduation plan may be designed. The plan should con

Seti Dual Pege 11 

Jai;ne• Shippy, ·coM asaociate dean of Students S8rvlcH; Dr. Homer M. "Butch".Hayea, COM president; Angllcan 
Bishop Simon Makundl of Tanzania, Africa; and Mary Ochoa, director of Enrollment Management; dlacuu the 
future education of the bishop's two daughters. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 
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Cell use in buildings shouldn't be a problem 

It seems as if cell phones have become an integral part 
of life. It's rare that .you'll -run into a person who doesri 't 
have some type of communication device. Although 
intended to seem· luxurious, people of all social strata 
can obtain a cell phone. 

In grades 6-12, cell phones are strictly prohibited by 
the school system, but when students enter college, 
should having.a cell phone on the college campus be an 
issue? To hear a cell phone ringing in class can be 
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distracting, but should their use in college buildings be 
prohibited? The simple answer is "No!" Look at the big 
picture. 

College is a huge step between high school and the 
real world, but lhe one similarity we expect of college in 
terms of the real world is that we, the students as 
members of th~ real world, should ~e treated like adults. 
There should be no absurd restrictions on such a private 
yet public issue. Yes, cell phones make noise and may 
cause a distraction, but there arc some students who 
have become w dependent on cell phones that it is 
unimaginable to them to have their cell phones turned 
off or not answered in the buildings. 

Because college students are accepted as adults, they 
should conductlhemselves as such. It is completely 
inappropriate to have a phone ring in class. This causes a 
distraction for teachers and students to get off track. But 
the answer isn't to ban cell phone usage in buildings. 

For all those opposed to allowing cell phones in 
buildings, put yourself in this situation. There is an 
emergency concerning one of your loved ones, but 
because of a cell phone restriction, you are unable to 
answer your phone. This cquld result in a disaster of 
great proportion. 

Most cell phones have a feature that controls the ring 
level of the phone so that only the carrier and maybe the 
people sitting next to him or her can hear it. You may 
ask~ "Don't those peOpte who do hear the low volume 
rings still require the same amount of respect as the 
people who don't hear it'!" Of course they do, bul a 
smiill beep or notification of a caller shouldn't knock 
another student off track, unless that student wasn't 
listen.ing to the lecture. Some cell phones also come with 
a vibra1ing feature which is not as distracting. 

When a student gets a call tie should quietly get up 
and walk out of class. Some may say when students get 
up and go into the hallway to talk, they are just too loua. 
To that I say too bad! There is no way to eliminate all 
noise, whether ii is a conversation or otherwise. Of 
course, the person should have the conversation in a soft 
voice, but people just need to accept that rhere are loud
speaking peo~le in the world. 

Students arc expected to come to class and conduct 
themselves as adults. A r;striction on cell phone usage in 
college buildings. is. as ridiculous and arbitrary as saying 
all students must tuck in iheir shirts, wear belts, wear no 
skirts above the knee or tank Lops. 

Get real! High school days·are over; that's wl1y it's 
called college. 

• 
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Community college· 
great place to start 

I will have fulfilled all the requirements to graduate 
with an associate's degree by the end of the spring 
semester. However, it would be nice if College of the 
Mainland offered a four-year degree since I have found 
it to be a great learning environment. 

COM opened its doors to students (n 1966. The 
·college may have started in portable buildings, but the 
education students have received over the years has been 
as good, if not better, than any education they could 
hope to receive at a four~year university. 

In this region, only a private university offers the 
small classes we have he.re at COM. 

Rice Univesity in Houston is an example of an 
exemplary private university. Rice offers classes which 
are about the same size, or even smaller than the classes 
at COM. But the trade-off is the tuition. Thirteen credit 
hours at COM cost about $235. According to the 2000-
2001 student handbook for Rice, the same 13 credit 
hours will cost almost $13,000. 

Looking for something a little less expensive? Don't 
forget you could always try the public state-funded 
University of Houston, central campus. According to the 
UH on-line catalog, 13 credit hours will cost only about 
$1,400 (providing you are a resident of Texas). 

UH costs far less than Rice, but it also has an enor
mous student body. According to the online source, UH 
ha.s about 34,000 students compared to COM's 3,300. 

I went to UH to pick up a catalog, I found this to be 
no small feat. l tried to follow the university's signage, 
which to say the least was horrible. After wandering 
around the campus for about an hour and asking at least 
20 students for directions, I had to admit defeat. I had to 
rely on online sources for information. I found navigat
ing the Web much easier than navigating the central 
campus of UH. 

So I ask you, what would you rather do? Sit in a 
lecture hall at UH with about 300 students, all stri_ving to 
hear the professor, "let alone trying to ask a question? Or 
would you rather attend a community college where you 
probably will not have more than 25 students in a class. 
At COM you have no problem hearing the professor or 
communicating with him or her, even during the lecture. 
All the-while, keeping in mind, you are paying almost 5 
times more to attend UH than you would COM. 

The professors at COM are generally more than 
willing to help students achieve academic success. Most 
professors at COM offer generous office hours and also 
their telephone and fax numbers or their e-mail ad
.dresses. All of which will be answered and responded to 
by the professor rather than a student aide (a graduate 
student who is an assistant to the professor). 

You also will wanl to be physically fit if you decide to 
try UH. You will need at least good tennis shoes or 
maybe even a bike. UH is an extremely large campus 
and, according to the UH campus directory, it has more 

than 75 buildings in use during the school day. That is 
quite a bit more than the five buildings that house most 
of the credit courses at COM. 

Of course, Rice is much more compact than UH. Rice 
consists of 60 buildings, with less than one third used 
for credit classes. But for the difference in tuition you 
could attend COM, receive just as good of an education, 
and spend the additional ~12,000 on a personal trainer, 
gn:at work-out clothes and a tanning membership, and 
still have,enough money left over for a nice vacation 
after finals. 
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Become a millionaire, fulfill your retirement dreams 

Croft 

So you want to retire as a millionaire. You're planning 
to set up an IRA account but.know nothing about Stocks. 
Still you don't want to hand over your hard-earned money 
lo a stranger. To do your own investing, you must know 
the technical jargon. The first thing you must do when 
looking at a stock is to look at the company "snapshot." 
This is a summary that tells how well the company is do
ing, what they do and any hidden profits or losses. 

For the next part "the numbers" remember the saying, 
"Figures don't lie, but liars can figure." This is not to say 
that any stock information is wrong, but occasionally it is 
creative, like Enron Stocks, for example, where they only 
tel! you what they want to tell you. Be skeptical of the 
information given to you by a company because Enron· is 
not alone when it comes to "creative accounting." Usu
ally this kind of accounting would not put a company into 

Chapter 11 bankruptcy but Enron was unlucky. This is 
why intttition and luck are more a part of investing than 
many would like to admit. 

Now for the really confusing stuff, that unfortunately, 
you h·ave to know to invest wisely in the stock market. 

*MKT cap is the value of all issued stocks. 
"'Dividend is the dollar amount of yield per stock. 
*Yield is a part of the company's earning that is di-

vided up and paid to each stock. It is expressed as a ratio 
of the dividend to the stock price. 

"'Price to earning is the ratio of the stock's Carnings to . 
the present stock price. 

*Cash flow tells how much cash is made per share. 
"'Beta tells what analysis programs think the company's 

risk factor is vs. other similar companies. For potentially 
"safe stock,': look for a beta under one. 

"Debt/Equity tells you how much debt the company 
has relative to total value. If this number is high and the 
interest on that debt is approaching the company's earn
ings, it might be best to move on to the next stock, be
cause bankruptcy is usually not far off. 

You want companies that have a positive return on eq· 
uity and assets and investments. If these numbers tend to 
be negative, over the long term you might want to look 

Math professor stresses homework 
By MICHAEL SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

The motionless algebra class sits, niouths agape, in a 
silent state of amazement as Assistant Professor Tami 
Allison coaxes an answer out of the complicated equation 
on the board. Her efforts once again bring forth the stu
dents' algebra anthem of "How? .. Why? .. Oh!" 

You have probably sung it Y.9UJ.lielf. 
Allison seems to have a near infinite amount of infor

mation to cover in her class, so she must budget her time 
wisely to ensure the entire lesson gets a thorough once
over. This keeps the class quick and energylic, but Allison 
presents the lessons in such an agreeable fashion that as 
long as students keep up with their homework, they won't 
get in over their heads. 

Allison's algebra class is challenging, as this reporter 
can testiff. It has a fast pace and students are given many 
theories, methods and foimulas to memorize, practice and 
learn. However, Allison knows the material so well that 
she helpfully translates it to the students in a logiCal and 
undersiandable way. 

Still, algebra is frustrating. It can ~e even more frus
trating lo teach. In subjects like government, science and 
English there may be several, or many answers to the ques
tion being asked. In algebra there is only one ans:-ver. The 
trick'is getting a classroom full of different people to looK 
at the problem in the same way. 

On the other hand, algebra can be simple. Everything 
in the algebraic universe has a certain set of rules. As long 

• 

Tami Allison, COM math professor, prepares her alge
bra class for the final exam Dec. 6 in the Technical/ 
Vocational Building. (Photo by Michael Smith) 

as those rules are followed ever)'thing goes smoothly. 
Allison stresses that doing all the homework and learn

ing the order in which .those rules apply is the key. She 
compares it to the construction of a house. "You have to 
build the.foundation first before anything else will come." 
Trying to work out a problem without knowing the basic 
order of operations is like trying to put a roof on a house 
with no walls. 

After being born in STl,lilll Big Sprin,g, Tcxa~ AJ.lisgn 
moved to and grew up in the equally diminutive Patricia, 
Texas, where everyone knew each other. "I had a gradu
ating class of 18," she says, thinking of her days at 
Klondike High School while trying not to laugh. Sl\ei,then 
proudly adds th.at more than 50 percent of that class have 
gone on to higher education. 

Allison did not always want to teach. She admits .not 
knowing what she wanted to do when she was younger. 
"I did not know if I wanted to go to college," she says. 
Even after receiving a bachelor's degree from Sul Ross 
University in Alpine Texas, she still didn't know the an
swer. She tried her hand al accounting classes, but did 
not want to use her math to count other people's money. 

In 1992 she started teaching two classes at Stephen F. 
Austin. At first she did not like it. "They (the classes) 
were very intimidating," she says while thinking of the 
overwhelming feeling of all the new responsibility she 
had been handed. After a few years she said the job got 
easier as she learned the solutions to many of the'Com
mon problems teachers face with every new class. 

· If there is one thing Allison coilld change about her job 
it would be lhe disrespect she occasionally gets from frus
.trated students. People get angry when they find out they 
have put a problem together backward (roof without walls; 
fall down go boom), and she has seen her share of unfair 
rudeness from the people she is trying 10 help. 

Still, teaching is very beneficial to our society and, most 
importantly, it makes Tami Allison happy. She even 
dreams about it! She tells of times she would wake up 
thinking "Oh gosh, I should have done that to help the 
students learn it!" Allison ~elieves in the slogan "You 
don't choose teaching, teaching chooses you." 

Allison used 10 be a jock, standing out on her school's 
basketball team. These days, instead of shoaling hoops, 
she spends her time scouting out garage sales and an
tique stores looking for unusual or interesting antiques. 

When looking at the percentage of marriages that stay 
intact, Allison's marriage is performing well above tbe 
mean. Unfortunately for her husband ''Big" Ben Allison, 
math is still difficult. Allison says math is definitely "not 
his strong point." Luckily (not mathmatically), he met 
her .13 years ago and they have been together ever since. 

• 

• 

-elsewhere. This is because these numbers tell you if the 
company is profitable in its many ventures. 

For up-to-date infonnation you will have to call the 
company and ask for the quarterly report, and also talk to 
investor relations. 

When you first start to invest. it is best to look at stocks 
of companies you know, use and like. Generally, if you 
like them so will others. Disqualify all risky stock.; those 
arc ones with high price to earnings for their field, no 
cash flow, high beta and anything else that might indicate 
that the company is overpriced or about to go under. 

The best way I found to buy stocks iS to limit myself to 
a couple of stocks I know and have researched. Then I 
watch them and pick a price to which I think they will 
drop to on a bad day and set a limit order (a limit order is 
a selling used to fix the price you want to buy a stock at). 
Be patient. It can take time, it has worked well for me and 
should do well for you. After you buy some stocks, do 
not get lazy. Continue to carefully follow them in the news. 

For more technical jargon and in-depth information take 
a look at The Motley Fool at their Web site 
<www.fool.com>also read Cash Flow Quadrant, Own 
Your Own Corporation and Rich Dad Poor Dad all by 
Robert T. Kiyosaki. 

Makundi impressed 
with COM faculty 
Continued from Page 1 --------

"It is a wonderful campus; the best college I've 
seen," Bishop Makundi said. ·'The people were 
wonderful and very receptive." He said he was 
very impressed with the people and the Campus 
ancf wished that more Tanzanian students could 
study at COM. 

The bishop was in town nol only to take a look 
at COM but also to create a relationship between 
his parish in Tanzania and other Anglican or Epis
copal parishes in Texas. He hopes to be able to 
travel back and forth often between Texas and 
Tanzania, and hopes to create more cultural ex
changes between the two regions. 

Bishop Makundi also said he wishes the best 
for America in its battle against terrorism and will 
continue "praying for America." 

The bishop will return to Galveston County in 
June, hopefully with his two daughters ready to 

attend COM next fall. 

Dual credit courses 
taught at COM 
Continued from Page 1 -------

sist of two or more career and technology·courses 
totaling three or more high school credits and at 
least one college credit either through course ar~ 
ticulation or dual credit. 

Course articulatioA is an agreement between 
high school teachers of technical courses and 
community college professors of the same course. 
When students enrolled in an articulated course. 
in high school make a grade of a B or higi_J.er they 
do not have to repeat those courses when they 

enroll in COM in the same technical program 
within 18 months. 

Dual credit means that 'the a student enrolled 
in a dual credit course receives credit in high 
school and in the community college upon 
completion of that course. 

For questions o.r more information contact 
Campbell at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 110. 
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COM Amigos (from left) Mariangel Romero, Myra Sanchez, Randy Elizondo, COM Amigos Sponsor Alice Whistler, 
Danlel Carlson and Carlos Hernandez give away five Thanksgl\l'ing dinners, complete with all the trimmings to 
local families. The Amigos also will give away turkey dinners for Christmas. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Amigos make friends with local families 
ByOIAKAREEM 
Staff Reporter 

ThankS to the efforts, dedication and support of the Col
lege of the Mainland Amigos, five happy families in the 
community enjoyed Thanksgiving dinner. 

This is the third year COM Amigos have given turkey 
dinners to needy families. 

PeopJe e-mailed names of families to Alice Whistler, 
the ,Amigos sponsor and a COM Human Resources gen
eralist. The Amigos picked five families from the e•mails. 
Amigos received donated turkeys and side dishes from 
surrounding grocers. Three turkeys were accompanied 
with all the fixings courtesy of Jeff Brown and Brown 
Food Services at COM. 

To raise funds for a scholarship and to fund the Amigos' 
trip to Texas A& M University Feb. 1-3, the club is hold· 
ing a raffle. The prizes include a $50 gift card to Wal
Mart; a one.hour massage at Relaxation Retreat; .a 15-
minute chair massage; and a $35 manicure in the winner's 
home or office. ln addition the Amigos will contribute i 
$25 cash prize and other donations. Drawings will be held 
Dec. 18; tickets went on sale Dec. I. · 

R:affle tickets can be purchased in the Human Resources 
office located in the Administration Building. The last i:tay 
to buy tickets is Friday, Dec. 14. 

AmigQs also will donate turkey dinners for Christmas. 
If you know of any families in need or would like to do
nate food, contact Whistler at (409)_ 935-1211 or toll free 
1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 483. 

African Americans celebrate Kwanzaa 
By ROY DIXON, Staff Reporter 
with Kristy Robert~ Assistant Editor 

College of lhe Mainland held its 12th annual Kwanzaa 
celebration in the Student Center Dec. 4. The event coin· 
cided with Kwanzaa Awareness Week which was eel· 
ebrated Dec. 3-7. 

The COM Kwanzaa celebration, sponsored by the 
Multi·Cullural Committee, was a traditional celebration. 
The guest speaker Akua Holt from Amand!a Productions 
'included cultural expressions and.cultural displays in her 
speech. Holt was accoinpanied by one of her students. 

Due to lime constraints on the event, the candle light· 
ing ceremony and trnditio~al toasl were excluded from 
the program. 

The celebration concluded with a Karamu (K.isawhilian 
for feast). A variety of foods such as fried l:,uffalo wings, 
meatballs, black-eyed peas, cornbread and cobbler were 
included in the Karamu. 

Kwanzaa rs traditionally celebrated Dec. 26 through Jan 
1.lt is a cultural celebration acknowledging African· 
American people and their ancestors. Some people be· 
lieve that it is a substitute for Christmas since it falls in 
December. or that it is a religious celebration, but both 

.ideas are a misinterpretation. -
Founded in 1966 in the United States by Dr. Maulana 

Karenga, a Black Studies professor, Kwanzaa is a unique 
African·Arnerican holiday based on the seven fundamen· 
tal principles referred to as the Nguzo Saba. Kwanzaa is a 
Kiswahili (the East African language} term meaning "the 
first" or-"the first fruit~ of the harvest," and is celebrated 

• 

.. 
by more than 18 million African Americans according to 
a New York Times article published Nov. 8, 1998. 

The seven days of observance, which are celebrated in 
accordance with the seven fundamental principles, are as 
follows: day one, Umojo (unity) which stresses the im
portance of togetherness for lhe family and community; 
day two, Kujichagulia (self- determination) in which all 
interests of the family and community are decided; day 
three, Ujima (collective work and responsibility) is a day 
to remember obligations, past, present and future; day four 
Ujamaa (cooperative economics) emphasizes that collec. 
live economic strengths and common needs should be met; 
day five, Nia (purpose) encourages a person to look al 
himself and set personal goals; day six, Kuumba (creativ· 

· ity) is a day of spreadirig creativity throughout the cOm
munity; and day seven is lmani (Faith), a day to honor 
traditions, t.o bring out the best in people and to help them 
strive for a higher level of humanity. 

To prepare for Kwanzaa one Should have a Kinara, a 
seven-light candelabra; Mishumaa Saba, seven candles, 
a Mkeka, a straw placemot; some Mazao, a variety of fruit; 
Vibunzi, an ear of com for each child in the household; a 
Kikombe cha umoja, a unity or communal cup; and fi
nally Zawadi, gifts, if any. 

All the items mentioned which pertain to Kwanzaa and 
the Kwanzaa celebration are on display in the COM Ii· 
brary, where they will remain oft display through Dec. 
The exhibit is provided by COM Library Circulation Co
ordinator Tillie Henson. 

For more information about the exhibit contact Henson 
al ( 409) 938-1211 orloll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 205. 

• 
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Students~ earn quick 
credits on Mexico trip 
Continued from Page 1 
and a participant of the Study Abroad Program, related 
learning Spanish to understanding one's own grammar. 
Moke said, "About the only way 'to learn how the English 
grammar works is by learning a foreign language so you 
can compare grammars." Make went on to say that in our 
education system, proper grammar has been thrown to the 
wayside. "The more you know about a foreign language, 
the more you know about your own language." Make 
apologized if it sounded like he was preaching. 

When students are not in class at the University of Benito 
Juarez of Oaxaca they tour the territory. Zindy Naranjo, a 
young "very good looking" University of Oaxaca law stu· 
dent, "knows the state, knows the city, knows the histori· 
cal parts and knows the fun parts," Rafael Naranjo said. 
Zindy escorts students to the best part of the city and the 
state. Zindy said about the first trip, "I took them to the 

I . . . 
mos! beautiful beaches on the Pactf1c Coast to enJOY the 
waves and the pristine waters. I took them to the fascinat· 
ing and mysterious pre·Aztec and pre-Columbian sites, 
to visit the markets,1he churches, the museums, the res· 
taurants, the plazas and the streets of Oaxaca. 1 took them 
climbing on the petrified water canals in the mountains. I 
took them everywhere we could go in the short time they 
stayed in Oaxaca." Zindy also accompanied students to 
the annual summer festival called "Guelaguetza." 

Business professionals needing practice in Spanish will 
find this trip very helpful. Students needing valuable credit 
hours might take the Oaxaca trip as well. Prof~ssor Naranjo 
says Spanish I or II classes can earn four credit hours on 
the two-week trips and eight credit hours on the four.week 
trip. Spanish III or IV classes can earn three credit hours 
in two weeks and six hours in four weeks. What better 
place to pick up quick credit hours than in sunny Mexico? 

Cost for the four·week stay is $1,625. Cost for the two. 
week stay is $1,325. Prices are subject to change accord
ing to airfares. 

A special orientation for the trip will be held June 5, in 
the Leaming ResourceS Center Building, Faculty Suite A 
Conference Room .. 

For Internet information on the city and state of Oaxaca 
visit these Web sites: 

< h tip:/ /w ww. oa x ac a-mi o. co m/recu rso s/ 
universidades.htm>, <http://www.oaxaca.1ravel.com/:>. 

For more information about this unique Oaxaca Study 
Abroad program call Rafael Naranjo at (409) 938-1211 
or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Exl. 35.3, or call · Chuck 
Buddenhagen at Ext. 517. Contact Naranjo by e-mail at 
<rnaranjo@mail.mailand.cc.tx.us> 

Fast track reading program 
Six week developmental reading classes will 

be offered this spring 2002 semester. 
Classes will be held Jan. 22 through March 4, 

Mondays through Thursdays 2-4:20 p.m. 
For information contact Cathy Moran at (409) 

938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Exl 218, 
or stop by the Developmental Lab U:arning Re· 
sources Center Room L-248. 

Classes resume on Jan. 12 
College of the Mainland classes end Friday,. 

Dec. 14. Professors must tum in their grades by 
noon Monday, Dec~ 17. COM officially doses 
Wednesday,. Dec. 19. The college will re-open 
Jan·. 3 and faculty will return Monday, Jan. 7. 

Spring semester registration week is Jan. 8· 11. 
Registrat,ion hours are Monday and T~esday 8 
a.m.-7 p.m.; and Wednesday, Thursday and Fri· 
day 8, a.m. to 5 p.rn. in the Student Center. 

·, 

• 

Sparkey Koerner, COM music professor, conducts the COM Community Concert Band at the Salute to Veterans 
Nov. 11 at the Rotary Pavilion in Texas City. The band perfqrmed "God Bless America," "Amazing Grace" and 
concluded with John Phll!ips Sousa's patriotic "The March." (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Veterans Day honored by Con·cert Band 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

The city of Texas City and their Rotary Club sponsored 
a Salute to Veterans Nov. 11 at the Rotary Pavilion in front 
of the Chuck T. Doyle Convention Center in Texas City. 
The salute included musical performances, the recogni· 
tion of veterans and a ke'ynote address by Galveston 
County Judge Jim Yarbrough. _ 

The salute began with a brief invocation by Dr. Grayson 
Glass of First Baptist Church in Texas City. Ralph Holm, 
a current member of the College of the Mainland Board 
of Trustee's, led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance 
and in singing the "Star Spangled Banner." 

The event also featured patriotic songs performed by 
the First Baptist Church Celebration Singers, directed by 
Wayne Doyle. Throughout the performance members of 
all branches of the military lined up against the stage so 
that all audience members could recognize them for the 
part they played in sustaining America's freedom. 

Patriotic 'music was provided by the COM Community 

. Cance.rt Band, under the direction of COM music Pro· 
fessor Sparky Koerner. The band began with a powerful 
rendition of "God Bless America," followed by "Amaz· 
ing.Grace." Under Koemer's direction the band was able 
to recreate the nasal sounds of the Scottish bagpipes for 
"Amazing Grace." 

Koerner said that with the use of oboes, flutes and clari· 
nets in the upper register (playing the nigh notes) ilnd the 
tuba sustaining the notes underneath (tbwer, deeper 
sounds) the band is able to virtually duplicate the sound. 

The band also performed "Sing, Sing, Sing," which in,. 
eluded an outstanding drum solo by Bob Adams. The 
COM Community .Concert Band concluded that part, of 
their performance wilh Jo.ho Phillips Sousa's patriotic 
"The March." 

Judge Yarbrough delivered a moving speech which hit 
home with most veterans. His topic centered on the rec
ognition of veterans every day for their part in protecting 
America, her liberties and freedoms . 

After Judge Yarbrough's speech, th~ band concluded 
their performance with "Stars and Stripes Forever.'¥ 

Students allow opportunity to pass by 
By TARA LAND 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Ma.inland is a stepping stone for many 
students. Some are not ready for a four year univer· 
sity right after high school, so they choose a commu- . 
nity college to prepare them for the major universi
ties. To get the information to students about what they 
must do to transfer to a university, COM hosted the 
annual College Day on Nov. 27 in the Gym. · 

"In years before, College Day had a good response," 
stated Tammy Stafford, program director of the Health, 
Physical Education and Recreation Team, "but because 
of the weather (it rained and stormed all day) many 
students did not come out." 

According to Stafford 22 colleges were there ®r
ing the day, and 42 colleges were Chere at night. When 
this reporter visited the College Day event at noon, 
only two universities were available. All the. other 
tables looked like no one had ever been there. 

Many universities left because of tbe poor response 
from students, according to Stafford. "They were not 

' 

going to sit there wherf students -sho~ed no interest,:' 
Stafford said. 

"This event was a s~ame to COM and the people 
who put ii together. Lucy Rodriguez (senior secre
tary in the Counseling Center) and her staff worked 
really hard to put this yearly event together, and our 
students did not have the respect to com~ out and see 
what they had to offer." 

Despite the staff's disappointment in the low stu
dent turnout al College Day, in the long run "the stu
dents are the ones who are at a disadvantage because 
their work was done for them," Stafford said. "AU 
they had to _do was come to the Gym and pick up 
information. Now they have to do t~e leg work to 
find out about the colleges available to tltem." 

When deciding on a university, a student must visit 
many and talk to various advisers to find the best 
school. But since the universities were on campus, 
students would have been spared hours of making 
phone calls and visiting universities. Unfortunately, 
students did not take advantage of the opportunity to 
gather information on the participating universities.· 

' 
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Red antiwar leaflets 
stir vivid memories 

The tfagic events of Sept. 11 and the subsequent distri
bution of red leaflets by antiwar prOtesters outside the Pre
Veteran's Day Salute at College of the Mainland Library 
Nov. 8 have stirred vivid memories of my past students 
and experiences. 

During my fust years of teaching, faculty i.n·service days 
were about teachers' legal and moral responsibilities to 
children whose parents could not come to pick them up 
from school in case of a nuclear disaster. We also learned 
how to build and stock a bomb shelter. l shall never for
get the fear on my students· young faces as they asked, 
"when," not "if," we were going to be bombed during the 
Cuban Missile Crisis. 

The controversial red antiwar fliers distributed to people 
attending the Pre-Veterans Day ceremony brought back: 
all the anguish carried by some of my first students at 
COM: the Vietnam veterans. These veterans were fine 
young people who courageously disrupted their lives and 
dreams to answer their country's call to serve in a miser· 
able, horrific war that the politicians who sent them had 
no commitment to win. These soldit;rs -'l'ftumed with a 
sense of betrayal that the very America that had sent them 
to war seemed to rebuke and reject t!iem for not •:cow· 
ardly" running to dodge the draft. These veterans knew 
intimately the tragedies and the human cost of war. They 
brought back ni_ghtmarcs of seeing their buddies or even 
the enemy soldiers being blown to bits or the stench of 
body bags in the sweltering heat lingering for a lifetime. 

As an idealistic young person I visited Red Square, be· 
hind the [ron Curtain in the Eastern Block countries, the 
Nazi concentration camps at Dachau and Auschwitz, 
bumed·out villages and the battle grounds at Verdun, 
France, where the losses were so extensive that the entire 
area was declared a g~ve. I truly appreciate 'the gift of 
freedom and democracy paid for by American service
men and women. I am humbled at the acres of graves in 
the American cemeteries on the beaches at Normandy and 
Omaha, France; their efforts and lives prevented Hitler's 
troops from coming to our shores. 

The first element in writing a speech or a paper is to 
consider the intended audience for the product. I am at a 
loss to understand the message the antiwar protesters in
tended for their audience: the veterans, their families and 
friends. I hope that these stuqents were thoughtlessly fol
lowing someone's suggestion. But is mindless obedience 
not what leads citizens to .follow ruthless leaders who ere· 
ate such inhumanity? 

With our freedom also comes the responsibility to think 
about what we do and say as well as the appropriateness 

, of timing and place. Few Americans are "for" war, but 
the question is what will you do "when" war comes to 
your door? 

Reader.disturbed by cell phones 
Dear Editor, 

We need to address the issue of "cell phone usage 
inside the building." People are getting more and more 
blatant with their, answering the phone in the classroom 
and talking loudly in the hall. They clearly are disturbing 
the other students. It is rude and inconsiderate. 

Tracy McLaren. Student Assistant 

Letters to du Editor policy: lnterCOM welcomes Letters 
to the Editor. Please make letters brief and to the point 
letters should include a name and teleph~ number for 
verification. We reserve the right to edit letters for length, 
grammar, spelling and libelous content. Letters will be 
printed on a space-available basis. 
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News/Features 

COM English instructor, Bernie Smiley, discusses an assignment with English students during clau. Smiley 
became an adjunct Instructor at COM this fall. In addition to COM, Smiley also teaches English fl La Marque High 
School. (Photo by April Brandon) 

Bernie Smiley dual school instructor 
By DAROLYN MANGUM 
Stalf Reporter 

Think of the anxiety you felt while waiting for your 
college professor to enter the room on your first day at
tending college. We typically think of someone, conser
vatively dressed, wire-rimmed glasses and a serious look 
on his or her face. Well, what would you do if your pro
fessor walked in with his shirttail hanging out, boots un
tied, long wavy hair to mid-back and a pointed shaped 
goatee? This description fits Bernie Smiley, an adjunct 
instructor of College of the Mainland as well as at La 
Marque High School. 

Some of Smiley's college students were asked what their 
first impression was when they realized that Smiley was 
their professor. The comments. were "relaxed" and "re
lieved because he looked la"id back." One student said he 
thought Smiley was a student who came in and sat in the 
professor's chair. Obviously, looks can be deceiving be
cause the students mentioned that he is a "hard" teacher, 
who really pushes his students 10 get the most out of them. 

Smiley's story is quite interesting regarding how he be
came a teacher. He had always thought being a teacher 
would be fun and becoming a teacher was always a pos
sible career choice. He was managing a bar in 
Nacogdoches when a friend called him to ask if he would 
like to come to La Marque High School to teach. The 

administration had fired someone and they needed a re
placement."[ figured I would give it a shot," Smiley said. 
He has been an educator there since 1996. 

Smiley's philosophy of educ.ition is people should en
joy learning, it should be fun, but also education should 
have a purpose. 

A graduate of Dickinson High School he grew up in 
Dickinson and earned a bachelor's degree in literature with 
a minor in comparative theology from the University of 
St. Thomas in Houston. He has two "!laster's degrees from 
Stephen F. Austin State University in Nacogdoches. The 

· first is in ~glish •nd the second in education in curricu
lum and instwctton. Currently, he is working on a doctor
ate in curriculum and education at Texas Southern Uni
versity in Houston. 
~ In addition to working at La Marque High School and 
at COM, Smiley also works part-time on the weekends. 
When Smiley relaxes he loves to travel. He has been all 
over Europe, Mexico, Australia, Peru and many other 
places and di4 part of his undergraduate study in England. 

Smiley has listened to opera since his childhood. His 
family had season tickets, so there is a special place in his' 
heart for Verdi, Puccini, Mozart and other masters. Al
though he loyes opera, he also is a huge fan of the "old 
crooners," such as Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin and Tony 
Bennett. "[ saw Sinatra in concert before he died, and my 
11-year-old daughter's first conCCrt was Tony Bennett." 

8-day celebration different from Christmas 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

Hanukkah began ,Sunday Dec. 9 _at sundown and will 
continue until Dec. 17. It is the 
Jewish celebration of the re
dedication of the second 
temple.in Jerusalem and ~s not 
observed by Christians. 

During the persecution of the 
Jews by Emperor Anti~hus, 
the second temple was defiled. 
In 165 B.C. the Maccabean re

volt freed the Jews and the temple from Syro-Grecian 
control. After the temple was recoVered it needed to 
be 'rededicated. 

The rededication ceremony required the use of 
lamps. The lamps were supposed to bum for eight days. 
But after the defilement of the temple only enough oil 
was left to bum for one day. 

)be legend, or perhaps the miracle, of the oil is that 
although only one day of oil was left to bum, the oil 
lasted for the entire eight days. Therefore, Hanukkah 
is celebrated for tight days. According to Rabbi Eric 
A. Silver at www.AskaRabbiWeb@aol.com. the story 
about the oil, however, does not appear until some 
600 years after the war and represents an attempt to 
downplay the military side of things in favor of a theo
logical explanation. 

During the eight days of Hanukkah children receive 
one gift each day, but Rabbi Silver explained, the pre
sents are "syncretistic" ( a combination of different 
beliefs) and have no legitimate Jewish function. 

Although Jews celebrate Hanukkah in a religious 
manner, the same as Christians celebrate Christmas 
and both are simple memorials, Hanukkah does not 
match the religious importance of Christmas. 

SHanukkah is a minor holiday to Jews and gained 
its popularity due more to its timing ( coinciding with 
Christmas) than any religious significance. 
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Texas offers insurance 
for low-income families 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Did you know that according to a census published by 
the Texas Medical Association approximately 1.5 million 
children were uninsured in Texas as of Feb. 22, 1999? 

TexCare Partnership offers two programs. to insure chil
dren. Children's Health Insurance Program or CHIP is 
designed for families WhoSe income is too high for Med
icaid, but still too low to afford private health care. 

To qualify for CHIP, the" child must be a Texas resident 
and a U.S. citizen or a legal pennanent resident. The citi
zenship/immigration status of the parents is irrelevant and 
not questioned on the application. The child also must be 
under 19, have been uninsured for 90 days and be living 
in a family that meets CHIP income requirements. 

Although CHIP requires a child to have been uninsured 
for 90 da,ys, several exceptions can be made in consider
ing waiving the waiting period. Good cause exceptions 
include termination of a parent's employment, COBRA 
coverage ended, change in marital status, the cost of a 
child's health insurance being -more than 10 percent of 
the family's net income or loss of Medicaid coverage. 

Enrollment in CHIP covers only 12 months; then the 
child must be re-enrolled. 

CHIP also bases eligibility on the family's income. The 
income eligibility also varies with the age of the child; 
however, maximum and minimum incomes are set. If the 
family falls below the minimum income level, ~hat fam
ily must first apply for Medicaid. For the income limits, 
see the chart below. 

If the income is higher than the m;tximum limit, the 
· family may still qualify if they have expenses for child 
care, or an elderly or disabled adult, or must pay alimony 
or child support, or have work-related expenses. 

Depending on the income level, monthly premiums and 
co-payments for CHIP must be paid by the family. 

For families in the 100 to 150 percent (50 percent above 
the poverty level) of the Federal Poverty Level, instead · 
of a monthly premium, a $15 annual enrollment fee is 
required. Co-payments for this bracket are as follows: an 
office visit is $2; an emergency room visit, $5; generic 
prescriptions, $1; and brand name prescriptions, $2. 

For families in the 150 to 185 percent (50-85 percent 
above the poverty level) the monthly .premium is $15 and 

-the co-payments are as follows: an office visit is $5; an 
emergency room visit, $25; generic prescrii,tions, $5; and 
brand name prescriptions, $10. 

For families in the 185 to 200 percent (85 to 100 per
cent over thC poverty level) the monthly premium is $18 
and the co,-payments are as follows: an office visit is $10; 
an emergency room visit, $35; generic prescriptions, $5; 
and brand name prescriptions, $10. 

Accordii:ig to TexCare, CHIP covers moSt services in
cluding hosp·ital care. suigery, X-rays, mental health, sub- _ 
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Age of Federal Family Family 
Child Poverty Size Monthly 

Level Income 
1 - l,4 ,, 

Under 185 to ? 1:170, .1 UC!.~ 

12 200 ' <2 256 - 2439 
months percent 4 12 722- 2 942 

5 $3. 187 - 3,445 

12 1 $953 - 1 .432 

months 133 to " $1 287 - 1.935 

through 5 200 3 $1,622 · 2,439 

years percent • $1,957 - 2.942 , $2 291 · 3.445 
1 $716 - 1 432 

6 years 100 to 2 $968 - 1,935, 
through 19 200 3 $1.220- 2.439 

years percent 4 $1,471 - 2,924 
C $1 723-3445 
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UT cattle drive ends 
at Texas Stadium 
Continued from Page 8 
Colorado, whom they beat earlier in the season 42-7. 

The following Monday College Football's BCS (Bowl 
Championship Series) rating h;id ranked Miami No. 1, 
Florida No. 2 and Texas No. 3. With a win over over the 
Buffaloes in the Big 12 title game and a loss by either 
Miami or Florida, Texas would get the chance to play in 
the Rose Bowl. Everything seemed good for UT going 
into the game. They were picked to win and go on to the 
national championship but soon that would change. 
Before the game, UT found out that Miami had beat 
Virginia Tech 26-24 and that Florida had lost to Tennes
see 34-32 putting th~m in the running. 

Things didn't start well for UT, with four first-half 
turnovers; two interceptions, one fumble in the first 
quarter and one interception early in the second. Fans 
were wondering why Coach Mack Brown dido 't put 
senior quarterback Major Applewhite in the game 
. sooner. When Applewhite was put in the game, UT was 
loosing 36-7, but after just two plays he hit Roy Will
iams on an so.yard touchdown pass. This started the 
Longhorn's charge and got them-playing some real UT 
football. With four minutes left in the game and UT 
down 36-30 the defense stopped Colorado. It was fourth 
down and the Buffaloes were punti~g, but a UT player 
hit the punter and gave Colorado their first down. So 

they ended up kicking a field goal putting themselves up 
by nine. UT received the ball and immediately scored, 
putting them within two points, but the onside kick 
failed and Colorado went on to beat ITT 39-37. 

Major league baseball got a _shock this season when 
Barry Bonds broke Maguire's home run record by two, 
with 73 home runs. 

Maguire retired after being in St. Louis for 10 years. 
He said he retired because he felt he couldn't perform 
the way the team needed him to .. 

NFL football has been stra~ge with teams that 
normally play below average suddenly playing above 
average this year. The Chicago Bears, who normally are 
sorry, have made a huge turnaround ~eing one of the 
best teams this year, and are lied for the second best 
record in the league with the Oakland Raiders, the Green 
Bay Packers and the San Fransisco 49ers. The Tennessee 
Titans began the season favored to go to the Super Bowl 
but are now struggling to make the playoffs. 

The most surprising thing in sports this year is the 
. return of the basketball legend Michael "Air" Jordan. 
Bui this time he's not with the Chicago Bulls and he 
doesn't have his sidekick Scottie Pippen to help. Now 
he 's with the Washington Wizards, a young struggling 
team that needs the leadership of Jordan to put them on 
the right track and teach them things they need to know. 
Many sports experts thought that Jordan didn't have it . 
anymore. but his scoring, assists and rebounds are still 
among th.e best. It seems "His Royal Aimess" still has 
some game left and he's still a force in the NBA. 

So say what you want to say about sports, but fans 
everywhere have to admit the 2001-02 season has been -

· one to watch and remember. 
Michael Smith contributed to this story. 
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Tammy Stafford, program assistant for the Health, Physical Education and Recreation Team, lands guidance to 
students Myia Joiner and Ashely Anderson. Between Juggling her full schedule at COM and her Sunday kinder
garten class at St. Mary's Church.in Texas City, she also makes time for daughter Sarah. {Photo by Tara Land) 

Stafford, program assistant, sponsor, mother 
By TARA LAND 
Stalf Reporter 

When we take a look around the campus and think of 
all the people who have helped us along in otir college 
life, we think about our professors, but do we ever think 
about the people behind the reception desk helping those 
professors:' Most of the time we do not. 

Someone often overlooked is Tammy Stafford, program 
assistant for the Health, Physical Education and Recre
ation Team and Students for Christ sponsor. 

Stafford was born in Galveston and lived on t~ island 
until the middle of her eighth grade year when her life 
changed. As if junior high is not hard enough, she had to 
leave her friends, school and her hometown and move to 
Texas City. 

She finished out her eighth grade year al Blocker Middle 
School and later graduated from Texas City High School. 
Then she went off to Sam Houstott State University in 
Huntsville. "Lots of people know that college students 
are poor,'' Stafford i,aid, "but I was so poor I had to eat 
popcorn for a whole month. At that time 1 was the small
est size ever. I was wearing a size 1 at that time." 

While attending college sh~ met the man th~t she 
thought she could not live without. A year before gradu
ating she withdrew from SHSU to get married. In June 
1981 Tammy Perrier-Manchack became Tammy Stafford. 

After adjusting to married life another chapter in 
Stafford's life began. In May 1983 she had her only child, 
Sarah Stafford, whO is now a student here at College of 
the Mainland. "When I had Sarah, that is when my life 
changed dramatically," Stafford stated. "At that time I 

realized that everything was not about me. I stopped the 
. partying, and thal is when I came to know God." 

When Sarah was in kindergarten, Stafford began teach
ing kindergarten on Sundays for St. ·Mary's Catholic 
Church in T!!xas City. That was one year before she came 
to COM. She still teachs at St. Mary's and also has been a 
confirmation teacher there for the past six years. 

In August 1994 stre started her job at COM working for 
the Health, Physical Education and Recreation Team. "I 
took Al .Bass for a physical education class, and I thought 
that he hated me, and now I am working with him," 
Stafford stated. 

In January 1996 the Student Activities Boaid president 
asked Stafford.to sponsor lhe Students for Christ club. 

Later her life took: another tum when she and her hus
band separated and eventually divorced. 

Stafford became a single working mother trying to be 

the best employee, the bi.:st sponsor and, of course, the 
best mother. On top of all Stafford's other responsibili
ties, she also was president of the Cheerleading Booster 
Club while her daughter was a cheerleader in high school. 

Stafford also was involved in Thespians in high school 
and worked on the stage crew at COM for GodSpe/1 this 
last summer when Students for Christ members were able 
to work with the COM Arena Theatre on the production. 

"GodSpe/1 is the play that brought my daughter and me 
-together," Stafford stated. "Every mother and daughter 
have a special thing to do, and going to see Godspell was 
ours. We have seen GodsjJell 20 times in the live theater." 

The many difficulties Stafford has faced have made her 
the person she is today: a great employee, a dedicated 
sponsor and the best mother she can be. 

. Turkey Trot proceeds help raise funds for scholarships 
ByOLA"I,AREEM 
Stall Reporter 

The Turkey Trot Fun Run/Walk took place Nov. i 7 at 
College of the Mainland. In all 154 people participated in 
the 1/4-mile walk, the 1-mile .ind 3-mile walk/run, and 
the 6-mile run. . 

The {ee for participation in lhe 1/4-mile walk was $9. 
The l/4-mile walk was just for children under 10. All other 
participants paid a $15 fee. The age divisions (or the other· 
participants were as follows: 14 and younger, 15-19; 20-
29; 30-39; 4049; 50-59; and 60 and older. Awards were 
given to the overall first and second place male and fe-

• 

male winners in each category and first place winners in 
each age group for the I-mile, 3-mile and 6-mile walk/ 
runs. 

First place overall winners for the 1/4 mile were Logan 
Pope and Lauren Smith. First place overall winners for 
the. other contests were 1-mile, Daniel Noah and Karen 
Brasier; 3-mile, Kevin Tipton and Regina Schuetze; and 
6-mile, Francisco Perez and Kathryn Scarborough. 

All children io the 1/4·mile walk received certificates. 
The children of parents who participated in the fun run 
were supervised. T-shirts were given to all finishers who 
signed up by the Friday, Nov. 9, deadline. 

~"At last year's Turkey Trot we had very stormy, rainy 

' 

• 

weather conditions," said Maryann Urick, coordinator of 
Recreational and Student Activities. "We wer.e very glad 
to have such great weather for this event. It turned out to 
be a very successful Fun Walk/Run.'' 

Gifts given out as award~ included: three dinners for 
two at Luna's Mexican Restaurant; admission for two at 
Moody Gardens Discovery Museum; four theater tickets 
to the College of the Mainland Arena Theatre; Sunday 
brunch for two at.Hotel Galvez; and a one-night stay in a 

-cottage for two at Columbia Lakes Country Club. Four
teen other gifts were also awarded. 

A portion of the Proceeds went to various Student Ac· 
livities Board scholarships. 

• 

' 

' 

' 

·' 

' 

.• 

.• 

• 

' 



' ' 

,, 

. 
' 

. . 

,' 

Page 8, Dettmbff :IIIIOI, lllta'COM 

Sports/Features 

Sports fans given 
wild ride in 2001 

Roy .. 
Dixon 

Sports have taken a strange turn lately, from the high 
school level up to the professional, from the local drama 
between area football teams lo the 'return of basketball 
legend·Michael Jordan, and from pro fdblball's shock
ing season to the retiring o[ baseball slugger Mark 
McGuire and Barry Bonds' record-breaking home run 
season. You have to admit the sports world has taken us 
all for a ride. 

This year's area high school football season has 
proved to be one of the those which will go down in 
Galveston County history.'The Texas City Stings, a 
power houSe in Division 23 4A Football are not going to 
the playoffs for the first time since 1991 because of an 
ineligible player. The player, a transfer student from La 
Marque High School, wasn't supposed to be playing 
because of lhe UIL four-year eligibility rule stating that 
a player may not play more than four years. Apparently 
the player spent three years on junior varsity at La 
Marque and one year junior varsity at Tex:as City last 
year, making this his fifth year, therefore, making him 
ineligible to play this year. Strangely enough the three 
years of junior varsity at La Marque did not show up on 
his trnnscript. As a result of this discrepancy, the Stings 
had to forfeit any wins for the first six.games of the 
season putting them out of the playoffs. This gave 
Dickinson their first playoff berth in years. 

College football has caught the eyes of sports fans 
e~erywhere, especially in Austin at the University of 
Texas. The promising UT Longhorns, ranked No. 5 at 
the beginning of the season, have proved to be jusl that, 
promising. Who would have thought at the beginning of 
the season that UT would .bring a 10-1 record into the 
Big 12 litle game and have a chance to play in the Rose 
Bowl? I never thought it would happen the way it did. 

After a mid-sea50n loss to the then No. 2 ranked 
Oklahoma Sooners, it didn't seem likely anymore. That 
was until the weekend of rivalry made all the dreams of 
the Texas players and fans come lrue over the Thanks
giving holidays. The first banLe, fought between long
time rivals Texas and Texas A&M on Friday, Nov. 23, 
ended with Texas prevailing 21-7. This started a lucky 
streak for UT with the next big rival game played later 
that day between then No. l ranked Nebraska Corn 
Huskers and then No. 14 ranked Colorado Buffaloes. 
Many people thought it would be a lopSided game 
because of Nebraska's high-powered offense led by 
quarterback Tim Crouch, this year's Heisman Trophy 
winner, and the Husker's hard-nosed defense ranked No. 
3 in the country, nol to mention their perfect record 
before the game and a habit of killing their competition. 

It was lopsided but not the way people thought. The 
underdog Buffaloes proved victorious healing Nebraska 
62-36. They set many records like most points scored 
and most touchdowns scored by a single person when 
running back Chris Brown rushed for 198 yards on 24 
carries and scored six touchdowns. 

The last way UT could gC:t 19 the Big 12 ti,tle game 
was by the Oklahoma State Cowboys beating lhe 
Oklahoma Sooners on Saturday of the Thanksgiving 
weekend. With less tban two minutes left in the game, 
Oklahoma State scored a touchdown to put them ahead 
14-9. That put the nail in the coffm and sealed their win, 
giving UT the right to play in the Big 12 championship 
game. So thanks to the weekend of rivalries, or should I 
say underdogs, UT got a berth to the Big 12 title against 
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COM students (back row, from left) Mike Gogle, Nathan Hardwick, Mitchell Goodnight and Richard Goodnight; 
(1ront row, from left) Kevin Kelly, Stephen Hardwick and Toki Lewis, took first place at the Student ~-5 Flag 
Football Tournament held Nov. 12 at COM. · (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Turkeys make for fowl bowling balls 
By TARA LAND Tammy Stafford, Students for Christ Sponsor, said, 

S:.ta=IT:.;:;R;;;e,:po:;rte:.:::.•-------------- ___::!,_belie~t?_kids had fun. This is goll!g_~be a x_early 
event that Students for Christ will hold." 

People Jove turkey, and people like lo bowl, so what 
could be better than a Turkey Bowl? 

The College of the Mainland Students for Christ 
club organized a Turkey Bpwl on Nov. l .3 outside of 
the Administration Building. 

Three teams of five each were given a frozen tur
key lo knock over as many pins-soda bottles filled 
with kitty liller-as they could. 

Ryan Orr, Sarah Stafford, Mandy Hart,Aaron Whit
ener and Ouante Rose were on Sarah's Team. 

Myia ,Joiner, Ashley Anderson, Courtney Moore, 
Natalia Castillo and Richard Allen were on Myia's 
Team. The last learn, the ThunderBirds, consisted of 
Mariangel Romero, Latashia Breed, Curt Donihoo, 
Joey Schoppe and Justin Moseley. 

At 12:45 p.m· the bowling began. At first nobody 
hit any pins; they were all gutter balls. Bui finally they 
got the hang of it, and tm! pins were fa.lling down. 

Myia's Team was the first to knock down the "pins," 
but S\lrah'sTeam was not far behind. Each team mem
ber had a chance to bowl five times. 

The ThunderBirds were t"he first to finish; but they 
were not able to knock over enough pins lo win. Myia 's 
Team and then Sarah's Team were not to far behind. 
The score keepers, Conic Lawrence, Reyes Gonzales 
and this reporter, hurried away to total the scores. 

Sarah's Team took home the first prize with a whop
ping score of 45. In regular bowling 300 is a perfect 
score. Sarah's Team members took home $10 gift cer
tificates to a variety of local restaurants and a free 
turkey dinner from the school cafeteria. 

Myia 's Team trailed closely with a score of 35. Her 
team members took home gift certificates for a free 

'entreC at Luna's Restaurant and a hamburger cotnbo 
Crom the COM cafeteria. 

The Thunder Birds scored a total of 15 points. Each 
ThunderBird took home an American flag T-shirt, 
which Students for Christ had previously sold for $8 
each, and a free soda from the ·school cafeteria. 

Some people voiced concerns about the turkeys 
being wasted when there were needy families who 
could use them. The turkeys did not go to waste. They 
were scratched a little but still usable. The Students 
for Christ members and their families enjoyed these 
turkeys. 

For more information about Students for Christ, and 
their upcomming activities contact Stafford at (409) 
938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext 417. 

Natalie castHlo, bowls with a turkey to kn0<:k down 
the "pins;" at the Turkey Bowl sponsored by Stu. 
dents for Christ. NataHewason Myla'aTeamwhlch 
won second place and received gift certificates 
to Luna's RestauranL (Photo by Tara Land) 
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State-funded health insurance program helps children 
Continued 1rom Page 4 ---------
stance a_buse treatment, emergency services, vacci
nations, eye tests and glasses, and dental care. 

CHIP is partnered with United Concordia, the ad
ministrator of the world's largest dental insurance 
program, Tricare Family Member Dental Plan. 

CHIP will cover preventive and therapeutic den
tal care, which includes routine teeth cleaning, X
rays, routine check-ups, sealants, fillings, root ca
nals and crowns. 

Children must be seen by a dentist within the CHIP 
network in order for the visit to be covered. An an
nual limit of $472 for children 13 and under, and 
$481 for children 14 anQ older has been set. Any 
subsequent amount over those limits must be paid 
entirely by the parents. 

Funding for CHIP comes from various places. The 
federal government will give Texas $3 for every $ I 
the state contributes to the program. Overall Texas 
will receive $2.5 billion from the federal government 
over a five-year period. If Texas had not used this 
money to start CHIP, the money would have been 
given to other states. 

According to the medical association, Texas has 

been using money received from the tobacco settlement 
and reported surph.is in state revenues. 

Texas also saves money through CHIP. Texas Medical 
Association statistics show that uninsured children are 
more likely to have long-tenn health problems that cost 
more lo treat. 

TexCare also offers Medicaid to families 1,1nder the es
tablished Federal Poverty Level. According to the De
partment of Human Services, a family of three with one .. 
child between the ages of 6 and 18, having a maximum 
monthly income of $1,220 qualifies for Medicaid. For 
additional family members, add $252 or subtract $252 
per person for a smaller family. · 

For a family of three with one child 5 or younger, the 
maximum monthly income is $1,622. For additional fam
ily members, add $334 or subtract $334 per person for a 
smaller family. 

Medicaid also offers coverage for pregnant women, the 
income requirements stay the same up to the child's first 
birthday. A pregnant woman counts as two people for in
come requirements. For a family of three the maximum 
monthly income is $2,256. For additional family mem
bers, add $466 and subtract $466 for a smaller family. 

Texas has been working since June J 998'l:o reduce the 

Heff el trades open road for classroom 
By MARETIA LONG 
Staff Reporter 

Students interested in pursuing a career in music or tak
ing personal voice lessons should consider a music class 
taught by James Heffel, director of Vocal Music Activi
ties at College of the Mainland. 

Before coming to CO~, He.ffel lived on..th;.road five 
years traveling and performing, "which was why it took 
me three years to get my master's degree," he said. 

While traveling he began to have voice problems and 
stopped in Houston for help, where he saw a newspaper 
ad for a job opening at COM. Heffel, known by his fam
ily as "Biz," (he has no clue why) started at COM in a 
temporary position in 1991, filling in fora professor. 

"I was only supposed to be here for one year lo fill a 
sabbatical position and here I am 11 years later," Heffel 
said. To be a teacher he gave up living on the road. 

Heffel gives much attention to the students with whom 
he works. Ask any one of Heffel's students what one of 

James Heffel, director 01 Vocal Music Activities, sings 
NGod Bless America" for the audience at the COM Pre
Veterans Day Salute held Nov. 8 In the Learning Re
sources Center Library. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

' 

his favorite words in music is and he or she will say, 
'"buoyancy," a word meaning light and bouncy. He dem
onstrates buoyancy as he glides across the cla~room ho 
ho hoing like jolly old St. Nick. He always does funny 
little things like that to get his students to understand what 
he is saying. Another thing that makes him the teacher 
his students appreciate is his way of handling things. If a 
student singS"rtlthe-wrong pitch incredilrly loud, he won't 
make a big deal of it. He simply says something like "that 
was great four-part harmony now let's try the three-part 
harmony that is written on the music." 

He is committed to music not only for its beautiful 
sounds, but for the effect it has on the ·public, a fact he 
keeps in mind when his students perform in coqcerts and 
competitions. Heffel's chorus gave an evening perfor
mance at COM, Dec. 5. The group also will perforn:i at 
the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference April 12. Heffel 
will take students Bless Wilson, Jenna Contenta, Rachel 
Roberts and Jay Andrews to compete in the All Slate 
Competition in San Antonio Feb. 20- 23. The chorus also · 
perfonns at COM graduation ceremonies. 

When Heffcl was in the first grade playing with a pen
cil, he somehow got the pencil lead stuck in his ear. The 
amazing thing about that is that it wasn't a regular-sized 
pencil, it was a larger preschool pencil that children use 
when "they first start writing. Heffel was so embarrassed 
about getting the pencil lead stuck in his ear I hat he didn't 
tell anyone. Eventually he forgot about it until one day 
he was in the swimming pool. "I was in the thitd or fourth 
grade when I was in the pool with my friend and he asked 
me what was in my ear. Then I remembered it was that 
pencil I had forgotten about." 

When Heffel was in his mid-30s he told his doctor about 
the pencil and asked if he had lead poisoning. Not to worry 
his doctor assured him, he didn't have lead poisoning. 

The road to Heffel's career began in his hometown of 
Manhattan in northeastern Kansas. Heffel earned his 
bachelor's degree in vocal performance from Kansas State 
University in Manhattan, his master's degree in music 
from Arizona State University in Tempe, and he is very 
close to obtaining his doctorate in vo'ice performance from 
the University of Houston, central campus. 

Although Heffel doesn't have any children he shares 
his life with his wife, Paula, to whom he has been mar
ried for almost four years. They have four indoor cats, 
one of ~hich is a paraplegic. Jn addition to their own, 
they rescue cats and do cat foster care. 

For more information about his classes, call Heffel at 
(409) 938-1211 ortoll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext 200. 
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number of uninsured children with a two-phase pro
gram. Phase I was approved by the federal govern
ment, which expanded Medicaid to teen-agers be
tween the ages of 15 and 18. 

Texas, with the approval of the Senate Interim 
Committee on Children's Health Insurance Program, 
the House Public Health Committee and the Health 
Appropriations Committee, has continued to imple
ment Phase 11. The three committees voted unani
mously that the Legislature should fully fund Phase 
11, which initiated a state~run children's health insur
ance program Nov. 10, 1998. Texas is not the only 
~late attempting to lower the number of uninsured 
children in the United States. 

According to the Texas Medical A<.sociation, 23 
other states expanded their Medicaid program, 14 
states created a state-run health care system and 12, 
like Texas, implemented a combination plan. All 50 
states submitted a plan to the Health Care Financing 
Administration. 

To enroll a child in CHIP or Medicaid or for infor
mation, call TexCare Partnership toll free al 1 (800) 
647-6558,_Mondays through Fridays, 9 a.m. to9 p.m. 
and Saturdays 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Central Standard Tune. 
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Ramadan time for 
spiritual cleansing 
By0IAKAREEM 
StatT Reporter 

Ramadan is a time tO rejoice for all Muslims. This 
is the month that the Angel Gabriel delivered the 
words of the holy Koran to Prophet Mohammed, 
the last prophet sent to the world by Allah. 

Prophet Mohammed was unable to read or write 
so he instrufled one of his disciples to write for him. 
The dictation went on for more than 20 years. Bui 
the month that the dictation began is noted in the 
Koran as the month that all Muslims in good health 
and 9 years of age and older should fast. 

Muslims fast to relinquish themselves of prior sins 
and lo ask for forgiveness. They also ask for bless
ings at this lime. During this month those who f3St 
may not eat or drink from sunrise to sunset. Bad 
language, sex and undisciplined acts, as stated in 
the Koran, are prohibited. 

In earlier times life was planned by the rising and 
setting of the moon; therefore, the only way to tell 
when Ramadan began was to look at the moon. The 
sighting of the moon can be seen by the trained eye 
in Saudi Arabia. Those trained in sighting then re
lease the news of the sighting all over the world. 
Usually Ramadan falls during the winter season. 
, The reason for the 30-day fast is that it was an 

instruction given by Allah in the holy Koran. Fast
ing is one of the five pillars of Islam along with the 
belief in only one God and that Mohammed is one 
of Allah's prophets, praying five times daily,.giv
ing unto charity and the completion of Hajj-the jour
ney to Mecca in Saudi Arabia and back. · 

During the holy month.of Ramadan Muslims put 
themselves in the shoes of the less fonunate to gain 
a true respect for all things many consider simple 
and to become aware of all the luxuries that we have 
that others do not have. This process in tum gives 
all Muslims greater spirituality and religious beliefs.· 

After fasting has been completed, a huge celebra
tion, Eid' El' Fitri, is held in all mosques. This event 
celebrates a successful fast and the abstention from 
sex, eating, bad language and undisciplined acts, 
as stated iri ihe Koran. Also during this time chil
dren receive gifts for their dedication and hard work. 
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Holiday Memories 

Children overcome with Santa-mania 
The holiday season can be a wonderful time of year if you let it. It is a time to spend with family, making up for time 

lost during the year. Family members give and receive, share and listen, amuse and console one another. 
The holiday season can also be a miserable time of year if you let it. Christmas in particular call be very difficult for 

children. The desire to be loved-by everyone, especially Santa Claus, can cause them a lot of stress. The promise of 
presents is the catalyst for great curiosit)' among children. This curiosity can lead to expectation, desire, greed then 
obsession. What could be more frightening than a nation filled with obsessed, greedy little kids? Yikes! 

Some of my strongest Christmas memories are filled with obsession~ greed, insomnia and torture, 
These memories are of Christmas Eve. 
While Christmas is a splendid, holy and spiritual day, it creates a waiting game children must play to open their 

presents. The situation finally comes to a head when insomnia attacks on the night before Christmas Day. 

Micha81 age 2 

Little children get bombarded with advertising during the holidays. They become engulfed 
in a gift-induceci frenzy ... much like sharks that have smelled blood. Children are overcome 
with Santa-mania, How are they to sleep, tucked away in their beds, while visions of Sony 
Playstation dance in their heads? Humbug! 

That is what it was like for me. I loved Christmas time, but dreaded Christmas Eve. For me 
that night would constantly bring with it a state of sleepless misery. While everyone else 
would be sleeping soundly, my mind would be running ao awareness marathon. Unless you 
are a raver or a hippie you probably can't imagine an eight-hour sensory overload. On the 
night of Christmas Eve all five of my senses would be pushed to superhuman levels, and.it 
took every ounce of power in my body to keep my little head from exploding. ' 

Everything in my grandparent's house, no on the planet, would keep me awake. From the 
Chinese audio-torture created by the tick-tock of my grandfather's clock to the unstoppable 
urge to keep my eyes glued to the skies for a glimpse of Santa's sleigh, there was no sleep to 
be had. 
I still have no idea how my parents, oh, l mean Santa, would make it in and out of the living 
room undetected on those nights. I need lo ask them, I mean him. -by Michael Smith 

Santas elves not on cutting edge 
When I was 13, my Chistmas list consisted of one thing: my first 

computer. That was seven years ago, so the technology back then 
was relic-like. 

Family gathers to celebrate 
As far back as I can remember, I have always spent Christmas with my 

family. Without my family, Christmas wouldn't be the same. Although all of 
us are getting older and our interests are changingt. all the Christmas spirit 
and the yearly traditions are the same. 

Every year my uncle who loves to drink Old English malt liquor gets into 
an argument with everybody until my Aunt Lurie gets him to sit down and act 
right. My Aunt Jewel always arrives late because most likely she is just 
getting off work. My Aunt Janice usually doesn't colT\e, or if she does she's 
very late. My mom doesn't cook much, so she usually provides the soda and 
juice, but no liquor because she doesn't drink. 

My mom blesses the food every year. My Aunt Glori.a_and my Aunt Linda 
cook most of the Christmas dinner every year. My family begins to go to my 
dad's house al about 3 p.m. We all stay until late that night when everybody is 
tired from dancing, talking, games, eating";" exchanging gifts and just enjoying 
one another. 

Toddler Maretta 
My family is very large. I have 10 aunts and three uncles and all of them 

have.one or more children, and most of my cousins have at least one child, 
too. In the past we teen-agers would get all the attention, but now my baby cousins have it all. 

As I get older my gift giving and receiving is changing. I used to get a lot and give a little, but now it is the oppo
site. Although I sort of miss all the attention we teens used t_o receive at family gatherings, just having everyone 
around and knowing that we are blessed to have one another is good enough for me. -by Maretta long 

Christmas is about giving not receiving 

Darolyn 
Mangum 

It's that wonderful time oft.he year for children all over lhe world! In 
just a few week~ Santa Claus will leave toys and gifts for good little 
girls and boys. 

Many children are taught to bel"ieve that a chubb:Y man in a red and 
white suit will come down the chimney a,nd lhve the gifts they have 
asked for, either by writing Santa a letter or sitting on his lap at a mall 
requesting their favorite toys. 

Even though the story of Santa Claus has been told for years, is it told 
to educate our children about history, or to confuse them about life? 
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Christmas memories that last a lifetime 
Christmas has always been a special time for iny family. Growing up, my brother1and I always were 

April with Danielle 

. anxious for what Christmas morning had in store for us. 
We would sit in my room and make guesses about what 
gifts we would receive that anticipated morning. 

I have reached the point in my life where the anxiety of 
Christmas is no iOnger mine. This Christmas morning will 
be different from any Christmas I have ever experienced. 

My 2-year--old daughter, Danielle, has reached the age 
where she watches Christmas movies, hears Christmas · 
stories and is beginning to anticipate receiving gifts and 
giving the presents she "bought" her mimis; papas, aunt, 
uncles and her daddy. She loves to go for car rides late at 
night to look at all of the pretty lights on homes. She 
loves the huge Christmas trees with presents crammed 
under them at the malls. 

I have had to hide all Christmas presents because she 
has opened everytfling from ornaments resembling 
wrapped present,; to gifts for friends or family members. 

I can only imagine her react~on Christmas morning 
when she finds the tree hidden by gifts for her. 

This Chrismas, I look forward to making a memory to 
last a lifetime for Danielle, my husbarid and myself. · 

-by April' Brandon 

Every moment spent with family is precious 
Since l am a Muslim, l really don't feel I can bite qff a piece of the holiday pie 

that everyone is so full of, but I will tell you the most memorable event that I can 
remember in relation to Ramadan and the big celebration that follows. 

After the Jsl;tmic celebration of Eid' El' Fitri, the celebration of the completion 
of a successful Ramadan fast, all of my cousins, best friends, my sister and brother 
planned to come back to my house. The night before the celebration my 11\0lll< 

prepared food just in case anyone came over, but she didn't expect our whole ., 
family and all our friends. So after all the guests had arrived the roar of latfkhter 
filled the house. At that moment it dawned on me that it doesn't matter where we 
are or wh}'. we're there, as long as we're together, there is fun to be had. 

After ev1eryone ate we all went upstairs. Some played video games, others played 
dominoes a~d cards, while my friends and I talked and laughed for hours. It · My dad, not having an inkling about computers decided to 

blunder his $1,200 to a friend of a friend who built them. Well, bad 

decision. 
I woke up with sleep·deprived eyes to see my prize, and smiled a 

smile of deception. He lried and got me an outdated, -
Frankensteinen-built PC; whereas, be could have gone to Best Buy 
or somewhere along those lines and purchased a respectable one. 
Passing off my disappointment by saying, "I love it," and never 
spoiling his good intentions, I made a Cliff Note in my head: When 
my child wants something his heart desires, I won't try to pick 
straws on what is the correct brand ... ob no, I'll just let Santa make 
up his mind when I send him an e-mail. ~by Dale Pepin 

..,,r- ---llt-- -Most--ciltild"""--t'lt'C' not told tfflrt"mginttHy 11 rieh l'Ril.R 'I reot tr'I the homes of poor children aria left gifts Ori the it doorsteps as 
.i way to give them joy; they are told that Santa Claus is a man who comes around and bring toys if they have been "good" all 
year. Many children receive gifts whe~her they a:re good or bad because that is a tradition. So children do not actually have to 

be good to get gifts. 

seemed as.if-the night would never end, so we lived it like it never would. Later 
that night everyone went outside to chi_ll in the backyard while my parents still 
were asleep. In the backyard more laughter and conversation was waiting. That was 
the longest, most enjoyable night of my life. Everyone spent the night. We all went 
to sleep at different times, but collectively we woke up around the same time, 2 
p.m., the next day. Some may ask, "What's so much fun about that?" my answer is, 

. "I love my family, and every moment I spend with them is precious and I hold it in 
very high regard." ·by Ola Kareem 

Santa Claus keeps on ho ho hoing 
On the second Christmas of my I ife, 

an unknown patron of the holiday rang 
my grandparents' doorbell on Christ
mas Eve and left a little Santa Claus on 
the stoop. This little fellow was my 
favorite part of Christmas for several 
years. This Santa Claus was a one-man 
marching band. He walked, had a 
drum, cymbal and played, "Santa Claus 
is Coming tO Town" very loudly. lt 
embodied every quality a little child 
would want in a toy. As I recall, I went 
through several sets of batteries, and 
then my grandmother made a rule that 
it would only come down on Christmas 
Day. My granddad thought it was a 
hoot, so it always was activated early. 

Amazingly it has lasted through five 
grandchildrf:n and was briefly taken 
down last year for my youngest cousin, 
Tex, For the rest of the holiday he 
resides on the top ofmy grandmother's 
refrigerator, saving all who have lost 

_ tolerance for him from the sudden 
outburst of Santa, the one-man band. 
He still reminds me of the magic that 

Travis age2 

once was so strong in lhe holiday we call Christmas. -by Travis Croft 

' 

• 

Dale this Christmas 

Dad caught red handed 
My aunt had given me a camera for 

my 9th birthday which was Dec. 3, sO on 
this particular Christmas Eve I decided to 
use my camera. My sisters and I were 
very excited about Christmas and couid 
not go to sleep. I told my sisters we 
could stay up and when we heard Santa 
Claus, I would take a picture of him. It 
was about midnight or so when we heard 
someone in the living room. I got up and 
quietly opened the door, went out to take 
the picture, and as soon as I snapped the 
camera, there stood my daddy ~ith an 
arm full of gifts. 

-by Darolyn Mangum 

-Then there is the idea of teaching children the differe:oce between telling the truth and not telling the truth, Parents tell their 
children not to lie, but they tell theit children that Santa Claus will come to their home and leave them gifts. Children believe 
their parents would not lie to them, but what happens to their faith in their parents when later they find out that Santa was not 

a strange man but Mama and Daddy. 
Many parents also teach their children to believe in a supreme being, such as God or Allah, and if they need something, to 

pray for it. Children get the idea that a being they cannot see will hear and answer their prayers. What if children ask their 
parents if Santa is real and they say "no"! How can they believe their prayers will be answered by someone they can't see? 

Although Christmas is a wonderful time of year, the true meaning is not stressed as much as the artificial meaning. It is up 
to paren!s to tell their.children the true story of Chr.istma<s and Santa Claus. Children are curious about everything, Once they 
start school. they hear different stories from other children, and then go home asking questions. Eventually, children will find 

out what·they were told about Santa Claus was not -true. 
The .. real meaning of Christmas is to share with others who are less fortunate and keep in mind that Christmas is about the 

spirit of giving. 

Funfilled Christmas memories 

Chris, the cartoonist 

I have many funny Christmas memories, 
like the time when my neighbor diSpiayed a · 
manger scene in his front yard. My cat, I 
guess to keep wann, had kicked Jesus out 
,of the scene and curled up on the hay. I'm 
sure that all of the passing motorists and 
sightseers had a good laugh. 

Then the Christmas I put hot sauce on 
Santa's cookies because earlier in the week 
at the Mall he did not give me a candy cane. 

I'll also never forgot the Christmas when 
my cousin still believed in Santa Claus. My 
sister and I had wrapped some charcoal 
bricks to be from Santa for my cousin. My 
mom found out and stopped the prank. We 

thought it would have been really funny, but Mom did not. 
Christmas for me has been one fun memory after ~other, and l hope it will stay that 

way for years to come. -by Chris Mo/is 

.. 

Helga takes back Christmas presents 
Christmas is always memorable in our family. We have always gone all out to 

celebrate Christmas. Every Christmas, Mother (Helga) would begin to place gifts 
under our tree about two weeks before the big day. 

• 

Kristy In front 
Vicki In back 

One year when I was 9 years old, my older sister 
Vicki decided she would be really sneaky. Rather than 
wait until Christmas morning to open our gifts, she 
very carefully removed the wtapping paper on the 
gifts. She unwrapped the gifts just enough to see what 
each present was. But even as careful as she thought 
she was, Vicki could not outwit our mother. 

Mother found out and took back all lhe gifts from 
under the tree. Vicki tried her best lo blame Wendy, 
but Mother did not fall for it, sinceWendy was only 4 
years old at the time. For the remaining days until . 
Christmas there were no gifts under our tree. Mother 
finnly told all of us there would be NO Christmas. 

owever, we were not let down. On Christmas morning we had a wonderful time 
iening gifts, including the op.es Vicki previously opened. -by Kristy Roberts 

• 

• 

Young Ola 

Christmas vacation not very pleasant 
I was 12 years old during my eigth grade year, which already was. the most 

unforgettable year of my life. I was in a backbrace, and that was the year my 
sister died. Then my doctor decided that I had to have open heart surgery, So 
that'l would not have to repeat eigth grade, we decided the best time to have the 
surgery was during my Christmas vacation. 

Three days before school was out I had surgery. I spent seven days in the 
intensive care unit and three days in a hospital room before I was released. 

While I was in the hospital Santa Claus visited. Although I was not responsive 
to the noisy visitor, I felt it was a nice gesture. 

I was released from the hospital two days before Christmas, so my best 
present was getting out of the hospital. • 
Although I was home for Christmas, I 
felt horrible. I had no appetite to enjoy 
the feast, and was not in the holiday 
spirit. This also was the fir5:t Christmas 
after my sister died, so my family was 
not in the holiday mood either. Every
one of us was overtired, stressed, and 

depressed, not to mention that I was 
very sick. 

Christmas is supposed to be fun and 
exciting· for a 12-year-old. Nothing bad 
is suppose~ to happen al Christmas, but 
that Christmas was anything but fun. 

Christmas came and went, and when 
I went back to school and had to write 
an essay about my vacation, it was not 

Tara (back), slat.,. Tobey and Santa 

as pleasant as the essays of the other 12-year-olds -by Tara Land 
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Sports fans given 
wild ride in 2001 

Roy .. 
Dixon 

Sports have taken a strange turn lately, from the high 
school level up to the professional, from the local drama 
between area football teams lo the 'return of basketball 
legend·Michael Jordan, and from pro fdblball's shock
ing season to the retiring o[ baseball slugger Mark 
McGuire and Barry Bonds' record-breaking home run 
season. You have to admit the sports world has taken us 
all for a ride. 

This year's area high school football season has 
proved to be one of the those which will go down in 
Galveston County history.'The Texas City Stings, a 
power houSe in Division 23 4A Football are not going to 
the playoffs for the first time since 1991 because of an 
ineligible player. The player, a transfer student from La 
Marque High School, wasn't supposed to be playing 
because of lhe UIL four-year eligibility rule stating that 
a player may not play more than four years. Apparently 
the player spent three years on junior varsity at La 
Marque and one year junior varsity at Tex:as City last 
year, making this his fifth year, therefore, making him 
ineligible to play this year. Strangely enough the three 
years of junior varsity at La Marque did not show up on 
his trnnscript. As a result of this discrepancy, the Stings 
had to forfeit any wins for the first six.games of the 
season putting them out of the playoffs. This gave 
Dickinson their first playoff berth in years. 

College football has caught the eyes of sports fans 
e~erywhere, especially in Austin at the University of 
Texas. The promising UT Longhorns, ranked No. 5 at 
the beginning of the season, have proved to be jusl that, 
promising. Who would have thought at the beginning of 
the season that UT would .bring a 10-1 record into the 
Big 12 litle game and have a chance to play in the Rose 
Bowl? I never thought it would happen the way it did. 

After a mid-sea50n loss to the then No. 2 ranked 
Oklahoma Sooners, it didn't seem likely anymore. That 
was until the weekend of rivalry made all the dreams of 
the Texas players and fans come lrue over the Thanks
giving holidays. The first banLe, fought between long
time rivals Texas and Texas A&M on Friday, Nov. 23, 
ended with Texas prevailing 21-7. This started a lucky 
streak for UT with the next big rival game played later 
that day between then No. l ranked Nebraska Corn 
Huskers and then No. 14 ranked Colorado Buffaloes. 
Many people thought it would be a lopSided game 
because of Nebraska's high-powered offense led by 
quarterback Tim Crouch, this year's Heisman Trophy 
winner, and the Husker's hard-nosed defense ranked No. 
3 in the country, nol to mention their perfect record 
before the game and a habit of killing their competition. 

It was lopsided but not the way people thought. The 
underdog Buffaloes proved victorious healing Nebraska 
62-36. They set many records like most points scored 
and most touchdowns scored by a single person when 
running back Chris Brown rushed for 198 yards on 24 
carries and scored six touchdowns. 

The last way UT could gC:t 19 the Big 12 ti,tle game 
was by the Oklahoma State Cowboys beating lhe 
Oklahoma Sooners on Saturday of the Thanksgiving 
weekend. With less tban two minutes left in the game, 
Oklahoma State scored a touchdown to put them ahead 
14-9. That put the nail in the coffm and sealed their win, 
giving UT the right to play in the Big 12 championship 
game. So thanks to the weekend of rivalries, or should I 
say underdogs, UT got a berth to the Big 12 title against 
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COM students (back row, from left) Mike Gogle, Nathan Hardwick, Mitchell Goodnight and Richard Goodnight; 
(1ront row, from left) Kevin Kelly, Stephen Hardwick and Toki Lewis, took first place at the Student ~-5 Flag 
Football Tournament held Nov. 12 at COM. · (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Turkeys make for fowl bowling balls 
By TARA LAND Tammy Stafford, Students for Christ Sponsor, said, 

S:.ta=IT:.;:;R;;;e,:po:;rte:.:::.•-------------- ___::!,_belie~t?_kids had fun. This is goll!g_~be a x_early 
event that Students for Christ will hold." 

People Jove turkey, and people like lo bowl, so what 
could be better than a Turkey Bowl? 

The College of the Mainland Students for Christ 
club organized a Turkey Bpwl on Nov. l .3 outside of 
the Administration Building. 

Three teams of five each were given a frozen tur
key lo knock over as many pins-soda bottles filled 
with kitty liller-as they could. 

Ryan Orr, Sarah Stafford, Mandy Hart,Aaron Whit
ener and Ouante Rose were on Sarah's Team. 

Myia ,Joiner, Ashley Anderson, Courtney Moore, 
Natalia Castillo and Richard Allen were on Myia's 
Team. The last learn, the ThunderBirds, consisted of 
Mariangel Romero, Latashia Breed, Curt Donihoo, 
Joey Schoppe and Justin Moseley. 

At 12:45 p.m· the bowling began. At first nobody 
hit any pins; they were all gutter balls. Bui finally they 
got the hang of it, and tm! pins were fa.lling down. 

Myia's Team was the first to knock down the "pins," 
but S\lrah'sTeam was not far behind. Each team mem
ber had a chance to bowl five times. 

The ThunderBirds were t"he first to finish; but they 
were not able to knock over enough pins lo win. Myia 's 
Team and then Sarah's Team were not to far behind. 
The score keepers, Conic Lawrence, Reyes Gonzales 
and this reporter, hurried away to total the scores. 

Sarah's Team took home the first prize with a whop
ping score of 45. In regular bowling 300 is a perfect 
score. Sarah's Team members took home $10 gift cer
tificates to a variety of local restaurants and a free 
turkey dinner from the school cafeteria. 

Myia 's Team trailed closely with a score of 35. Her 
team members took home gift certificates for a free 

'entreC at Luna's Restaurant and a hamburger cotnbo 
Crom the COM cafeteria. 

The Thunder Birds scored a total of 15 points. Each 
ThunderBird took home an American flag T-shirt, 
which Students for Christ had previously sold for $8 
each, and a free soda from the ·school cafeteria. 

Some people voiced concerns about the turkeys 
being wasted when there were needy families who 
could use them. The turkeys did not go to waste. They 
were scratched a little but still usable. The Students 
for Christ members and their families enjoyed these 
turkeys. 

For more information about Students for Christ, and 
their upcomming activities contact Stafford at (409) 
938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext 417. 

Natalie castHlo, bowls with a turkey to kn0<:k down 
the "pins;" at the Turkey Bowl sponsored by Stu. 
dents for Christ. NataHewason Myla'aTeamwhlch 
won second place and received gift certificates 
to Luna's RestauranL (Photo by Tara Land) 
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State-funded health insurance program helps children 
Continued 1rom Page 4 ---------
stance a_buse treatment, emergency services, vacci
nations, eye tests and glasses, and dental care. 

CHIP is partnered with United Concordia, the ad
ministrator of the world's largest dental insurance 
program, Tricare Family Member Dental Plan. 

CHIP will cover preventive and therapeutic den
tal care, which includes routine teeth cleaning, X
rays, routine check-ups, sealants, fillings, root ca
nals and crowns. 

Children must be seen by a dentist within the CHIP 
network in order for the visit to be covered. An an
nual limit of $472 for children 13 and under, and 
$481 for children 14 anQ older has been set. Any 
subsequent amount over those limits must be paid 
entirely by the parents. 

Funding for CHIP comes from various places. The 
federal government will give Texas $3 for every $ I 
the state contributes to the program. Overall Texas 
will receive $2.5 billion from the federal government 
over a five-year period. If Texas had not used this 
money to start CHIP, the money would have been 
given to other states. 

According to the medical association, Texas has 

been using money received from the tobacco settlement 
and reported surph.is in state revenues. 

Texas also saves money through CHIP. Texas Medical 
Association statistics show that uninsured children are 
more likely to have long-tenn health problems that cost 
more lo treat. 

TexCare also offers Medicaid to families 1,1nder the es
tablished Federal Poverty Level. According to the De
partment of Human Services, a family of three with one .. 
child between the ages of 6 and 18, having a maximum 
monthly income of $1,220 qualifies for Medicaid. For 
additional family members, add $252 or subtract $252 
per person for a smaller family. · 

For a family of three with one child 5 or younger, the 
maximum monthly income is $1,622. For additional fam
ily members, add $334 or subtract $334 per person for a 
smaller family. 

Medicaid also offers coverage for pregnant women, the 
income requirements stay the same up to the child's first 
birthday. A pregnant woman counts as two people for in
come requirements. For a family of three the maximum 
monthly income is $2,256. For additional family mem
bers, add $466 and subtract $466 for a smaller family. 

Texas has been working since June J 998'l:o reduce the 

Heff el trades open road for classroom 
By MARETIA LONG 
Staff Reporter 

Students interested in pursuing a career in music or tak
ing personal voice lessons should consider a music class 
taught by James Heffel, director of Vocal Music Activi
ties at College of the Mainland. 

Before coming to CO~, He.ffel lived on..th;.road five 
years traveling and performing, "which was why it took 
me three years to get my master's degree," he said. 

While traveling he began to have voice problems and 
stopped in Houston for help, where he saw a newspaper 
ad for a job opening at COM. Heffel, known by his fam
ily as "Biz," (he has no clue why) started at COM in a 
temporary position in 1991, filling in fora professor. 

"I was only supposed to be here for one year lo fill a 
sabbatical position and here I am 11 years later," Heffel 
said. To be a teacher he gave up living on the road. 

Heffel gives much attention to the students with whom 
he works. Ask any one of Heffel's students what one of 

James Heffel, director 01 Vocal Music Activities, sings 
NGod Bless America" for the audience at the COM Pre
Veterans Day Salute held Nov. 8 In the Learning Re
sources Center Library. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

' 

his favorite words in music is and he or she will say, 
'"buoyancy," a word meaning light and bouncy. He dem
onstrates buoyancy as he glides across the cla~room ho 
ho hoing like jolly old St. Nick. He always does funny 
little things like that to get his students to understand what 
he is saying. Another thing that makes him the teacher 
his students appreciate is his way of handling things. If a 
student singS"rtlthe-wrong pitch incredilrly loud, he won't 
make a big deal of it. He simply says something like "that 
was great four-part harmony now let's try the three-part 
harmony that is written on the music." 

He is committed to music not only for its beautiful 
sounds, but for the effect it has on the ·public, a fact he 
keeps in mind when his students perform in coqcerts and 
competitions. Heffel's chorus gave an evening perfor
mance at COM, Dec. 5. The group also will perforn:i at 
the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference April 12. Heffel 
will take students Bless Wilson, Jenna Contenta, Rachel 
Roberts and Jay Andrews to compete in the All Slate 
Competition in San Antonio Feb. 20- 23. The chorus also · 
perfonns at COM graduation ceremonies. 

When Heffcl was in the first grade playing with a pen
cil, he somehow got the pencil lead stuck in his ear. The 
amazing thing about that is that it wasn't a regular-sized 
pencil, it was a larger preschool pencil that children use 
when "they first start writing. Heffel was so embarrassed 
about getting the pencil lead stuck in his ear I hat he didn't 
tell anyone. Eventually he forgot about it until one day 
he was in the swimming pool. "I was in the thitd or fourth 
grade when I was in the pool with my friend and he asked 
me what was in my ear. Then I remembered it was that 
pencil I had forgotten about." 

When Heffel was in his mid-30s he told his doctor about 
the pencil and asked if he had lead poisoning. Not to worry 
his doctor assured him, he didn't have lead poisoning. 

The road to Heffel's career began in his hometown of 
Manhattan in northeastern Kansas. Heffel earned his 
bachelor's degree in vocal performance from Kansas State 
University in Manhattan, his master's degree in music 
from Arizona State University in Tempe, and he is very 
close to obtaining his doctorate in vo'ice performance from 
the University of Houston, central campus. 

Although Heffel doesn't have any children he shares 
his life with his wife, Paula, to whom he has been mar
ried for almost four years. They have four indoor cats, 
one of ~hich is a paraplegic. Jn addition to their own, 
they rescue cats and do cat foster care. 

For more information about his classes, call Heffel at 
(409) 938-1211 ortoll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext 200. 

• 

number of uninsured children with a two-phase pro
gram. Phase I was approved by the federal govern
ment, which expanded Medicaid to teen-agers be
tween the ages of 15 and 18. 

Texas, with the approval of the Senate Interim 
Committee on Children's Health Insurance Program, 
the House Public Health Committee and the Health 
Appropriations Committee, has continued to imple
ment Phase 11. The three committees voted unani
mously that the Legislature should fully fund Phase 
11, which initiated a state~run children's health insur
ance program Nov. 10, 1998. Texas is not the only 
~late attempting to lower the number of uninsured 
children in the United States. 

According to the Texas Medical A<.sociation, 23 
other states expanded their Medicaid program, 14 
states created a state-run health care system and 12, 
like Texas, implemented a combination plan. All 50 
states submitted a plan to the Health Care Financing 
Administration. 

To enroll a child in CHIP or Medicaid or for infor
mation, call TexCare Partnership toll free al 1 (800) 
647-6558,_Mondays through Fridays, 9 a.m. to9 p.m. 
and Saturdays 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Central Standard Tune. 

• 

Ramadan time for 
spiritual cleansing 
By0IAKAREEM 
StatT Reporter 

Ramadan is a time tO rejoice for all Muslims. This 
is the month that the Angel Gabriel delivered the 
words of the holy Koran to Prophet Mohammed, 
the last prophet sent to the world by Allah. 

Prophet Mohammed was unable to read or write 
so he instrufled one of his disciples to write for him. 
The dictation went on for more than 20 years. Bui 
the month that the dictation began is noted in the 
Koran as the month that all Muslims in good health 
and 9 years of age and older should fast. 

Muslims fast to relinquish themselves of prior sins 
and lo ask for forgiveness. They also ask for bless
ings at this lime. During this month those who f3St 
may not eat or drink from sunrise to sunset. Bad 
language, sex and undisciplined acts, as stated in 
the Koran, are prohibited. 

In earlier times life was planned by the rising and 
setting of the moon; therefore, the only way to tell 
when Ramadan began was to look at the moon. The 
sighting of the moon can be seen by the trained eye 
in Saudi Arabia. Those trained in sighting then re
lease the news of the sighting all over the world. 
Usually Ramadan falls during the winter season. 
, The reason for the 30-day fast is that it was an 

instruction given by Allah in the holy Koran. Fast
ing is one of the five pillars of Islam along with the 
belief in only one God and that Mohammed is one 
of Allah's prophets, praying five times daily,.giv
ing unto charity and the completion of Hajj-the jour
ney to Mecca in Saudi Arabia and back. · 

During the holy month.of Ramadan Muslims put 
themselves in the shoes of the less fonunate to gain 
a true respect for all things many consider simple 
and to become aware of all the luxuries that we have 
that others do not have. This process in tum gives 
all Muslims greater spirituality and religious beliefs.· 

After fasting has been completed, a huge celebra
tion, Eid' El' Fitri, is held in all mosques. This event 
celebrates a successful fast and the abstention from 
sex, eating, bad language and undisciplined acts, 
as stated iri ihe Koran. Also during this time chil
dren receive gifts for their dedication and hard work. 
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COM English instructor, Bernie Smiley, discusses an assignment with English students during clau. Smiley 
became an adjunct Instructor at COM this fall. In addition to COM, Smiley also teaches English fl La Marque High 
School. (Photo by April Brandon) 

Bernie Smiley dual school instructor 
By DAROLYN MANGUM 
Stalf Reporter 

Think of the anxiety you felt while waiting for your 
college professor to enter the room on your first day at
tending college. We typically think of someone, conser
vatively dressed, wire-rimmed glasses and a serious look 
on his or her face. Well, what would you do if your pro
fessor walked in with his shirttail hanging out, boots un
tied, long wavy hair to mid-back and a pointed shaped 
goatee? This description fits Bernie Smiley, an adjunct 
instructor of College of the Mainland as well as at La 
Marque High School. 

Some of Smiley's college students were asked what their 
first impression was when they realized that Smiley was 
their professor. The comments. were "relaxed" and "re
lieved because he looked la"id back." One student said he 
thought Smiley was a student who came in and sat in the 
professor's chair. Obviously, looks can be deceiving be
cause the students mentioned that he is a "hard" teacher, 
who really pushes his students 10 get the most out of them. 

Smiley's story is quite interesting regarding how he be
came a teacher. He had always thought being a teacher 
would be fun and becoming a teacher was always a pos
sible career choice. He was managing a bar in 
Nacogdoches when a friend called him to ask if he would 
like to come to La Marque High School to teach. The 

administration had fired someone and they needed a re
placement."[ figured I would give it a shot," Smiley said. 
He has been an educator there since 1996. 

Smiley's philosophy of educ.ition is people should en
joy learning, it should be fun, but also education should 
have a purpose. 

A graduate of Dickinson High School he grew up in 
Dickinson and earned a bachelor's degree in literature with 
a minor in comparative theology from the University of 
St. Thomas in Houston. He has two "!laster's degrees from 
Stephen F. Austin State University in Nacogdoches. The 

· first is in ~glish •nd the second in education in curricu
lum and instwctton. Currently, he is working on a doctor
ate in curriculum and education at Texas Southern Uni
versity in Houston. 
~ In addition to working at La Marque High School and 
at COM, Smiley also works part-time on the weekends. 
When Smiley relaxes he loves to travel. He has been all 
over Europe, Mexico, Australia, Peru and many other 
places and di4 part of his undergraduate study in England. 

Smiley has listened to opera since his childhood. His 
family had season tickets, so there is a special place in his' 
heart for Verdi, Puccini, Mozart and other masters. Al
though he loyes opera, he also is a huge fan of the "old 
crooners," such as Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin and Tony 
Bennett. "[ saw Sinatra in concert before he died, and my 
11-year-old daughter's first conCCrt was Tony Bennett." 

8-day celebration different from Christmas 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

Hanukkah began ,Sunday Dec. 9 _at sundown and will 
continue until Dec. 17. It is the 
Jewish celebration of the re
dedication of the second 
temple.in Jerusalem and ~s not 
observed by Christians. 

During the persecution of the 
Jews by Emperor Anti~hus, 
the second temple was defiled. 
In 165 B.C. the Maccabean re

volt freed the Jews and the temple from Syro-Grecian 
control. After the temple was recoVered it needed to 
be 'rededicated. 

The rededication ceremony required the use of 
lamps. The lamps were supposed to bum for eight days. 
But after the defilement of the temple only enough oil 
was left to bum for one day. 

)be legend, or perhaps the miracle, of the oil is that 
although only one day of oil was left to bum, the oil 
lasted for the entire eight days. Therefore, Hanukkah 
is celebrated for tight days. According to Rabbi Eric 
A. Silver at www.AskaRabbiWeb@aol.com. the story 
about the oil, however, does not appear until some 
600 years after the war and represents an attempt to 
downplay the military side of things in favor of a theo
logical explanation. 

During the eight days of Hanukkah children receive 
one gift each day, but Rabbi Silver explained, the pre
sents are "syncretistic" ( a combination of different 
beliefs) and have no legitimate Jewish function. 

Although Jews celebrate Hanukkah in a religious 
manner, the same as Christians celebrate Christmas 
and both are simple memorials, Hanukkah does not 
match the religious importance of Christmas. 

SHanukkah is a minor holiday to Jews and gained 
its popularity due more to its timing ( coinciding with 
Christmas) than any religious significance. 
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Texas offers insurance 
for low-income families 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Did you know that according to a census published by 
the Texas Medical Association approximately 1.5 million 
children were uninsured in Texas as of Feb. 22, 1999? 

TexCare Partnership offers two programs. to insure chil
dren. Children's Health Insurance Program or CHIP is 
designed for families WhoSe income is too high for Med
icaid, but still too low to afford private health care. 

To qualify for CHIP, the" child must be a Texas resident 
and a U.S. citizen or a legal pennanent resident. The citi
zenship/immigration status of the parents is irrelevant and 
not questioned on the application. The child also must be 
under 19, have been uninsured for 90 days and be living 
in a family that meets CHIP income requirements. 

Although CHIP requires a child to have been uninsured 
for 90 da,ys, several exceptions can be made in consider
ing waiving the waiting period. Good cause exceptions 
include termination of a parent's employment, COBRA 
coverage ended, change in marital status, the cost of a 
child's health insurance being -more than 10 percent of 
the family's net income or loss of Medicaid coverage. 

Enrollment in CHIP covers only 12 months; then the 
child must be re-enrolled. 

CHIP also bases eligibility on the family's income. The 
income eligibility also varies with the age of the child; 
however, maximum and minimum incomes are set. If the 
family falls below the minimum income level, ~hat fam
ily must first apply for Medicaid. For the income limits, 
see the chart below. 

If the income is higher than the m;tximum limit, the 
· family may still qualify if they have expenses for child 
care, or an elderly or disabled adult, or must pay alimony 
or child support, or have work-related expenses. 

Depending on the income level, monthly premiums and 
co-payments for CHIP must be paid by the family. 

For families in the 100 to 150 percent (50 percent above 
the poverty level) of the Federal Poverty Level, instead · 
of a monthly premium, a $15 annual enrollment fee is 
required. Co-payments for this bracket are as follows: an 
office visit is $2; an emergency room visit, $5; generic 
prescriptions, $1; and brand name prescriptions, $2. 

For families in the 150 to 185 percent (50-85 percent 
above the poverty level) the monthly .premium is $15 and 

-the co-payments are as follows: an office visit is $5; an 
emergency room visit, $25; generic prescrii,tions, $5; and 
brand name prescriptions, $10. 

For families in the 185 to 200 percent (85 to 100 per
cent over thC poverty level) the monthly premium is $18 
and the co,-payments are as follows: an office visit is $10; 
an emergency room visit, $35; generic prescriptions, $5; 
and brand name prescriptions, $10. 

Accordii:ig to TexCare, CHIP covers moSt services in
cluding hosp·ital care. suigery, X-rays, mental health, sub- _ 
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Age of Federal Family Family 
Child Poverty Size Monthly 

Level Income 
1 - l,4 ,, 

Under 185 to ? 1:170, .1 UC!.~ 

12 200 ' <2 256 - 2439 
months percent 4 12 722- 2 942 

5 $3. 187 - 3,445 

12 1 $953 - 1 .432 

months 133 to " $1 287 - 1.935 

through 5 200 3 $1,622 · 2,439 

years percent • $1,957 - 2.942 , $2 291 · 3.445 
1 $716 - 1 432 

6 years 100 to 2 $968 - 1,935, 
through 19 200 3 $1.220- 2.439 

years percent 4 $1,471 - 2,924 
C $1 723-3445 
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UT cattle drive ends 
at Texas Stadium 
Continued from Page 8 
Colorado, whom they beat earlier in the season 42-7. 

The following Monday College Football's BCS (Bowl 
Championship Series) rating h;id ranked Miami No. 1, 
Florida No. 2 and Texas No. 3. With a win over over the 
Buffaloes in the Big 12 title game and a loss by either 
Miami or Florida, Texas would get the chance to play in 
the Rose Bowl. Everything seemed good for UT going 
into the game. They were picked to win and go on to the 
national championship but soon that would change. 
Before the game, UT found out that Miami had beat 
Virginia Tech 26-24 and that Florida had lost to Tennes
see 34-32 putting th~m in the running. 

Things didn't start well for UT, with four first-half 
turnovers; two interceptions, one fumble in the first 
quarter and one interception early in the second. Fans 
were wondering why Coach Mack Brown dido 't put 
senior quarterback Major Applewhite in the game 
. sooner. When Applewhite was put in the game, UT was 
loosing 36-7, but after just two plays he hit Roy Will
iams on an so.yard touchdown pass. This started the 
Longhorn's charge and got them-playing some real UT 
football. With four minutes left in the game and UT 
down 36-30 the defense stopped Colorado. It was fourth 
down and the Buffaloes were punti~g, but a UT player 
hit the punter and gave Colorado their first down. So 

they ended up kicking a field goal putting themselves up 
by nine. UT received the ball and immediately scored, 
putting them within two points, but the onside kick 
failed and Colorado went on to beat ITT 39-37. 

Major league baseball got a _shock this season when 
Barry Bonds broke Maguire's home run record by two, 
with 73 home runs. 

Maguire retired after being in St. Louis for 10 years. 
He said he retired because he felt he couldn't perform 
the way the team needed him to .. 

NFL football has been stra~ge with teams that 
normally play below average suddenly playing above 
average this year. The Chicago Bears, who normally are 
sorry, have made a huge turnaround ~eing one of the 
best teams this year, and are lied for the second best 
record in the league with the Oakland Raiders, the Green 
Bay Packers and the San Fransisco 49ers. The Tennessee 
Titans began the season favored to go to the Super Bowl 
but are now struggling to make the playoffs. 

The most surprising thing in sports this year is the 
. return of the basketball legend Michael "Air" Jordan. 
Bui this time he's not with the Chicago Bulls and he 
doesn't have his sidekick Scottie Pippen to help. Now 
he 's with the Washington Wizards, a young struggling 
team that needs the leadership of Jordan to put them on 
the right track and teach them things they need to know. 
Many sports experts thought that Jordan didn't have it . 
anymore. but his scoring, assists and rebounds are still 
among th.e best. It seems "His Royal Aimess" still has 
some game left and he's still a force in the NBA. 

So say what you want to say about sports, but fans 
everywhere have to admit the 2001-02 season has been -

· one to watch and remember. 
Michael Smith contributed to this story. 
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Tammy Stafford, program assistant for the Health, Physical Education and Recreation Team, lands guidance to 
students Myia Joiner and Ashely Anderson. Between Juggling her full schedule at COM and her Sunday kinder
garten class at St. Mary's Church.in Texas City, she also makes time for daughter Sarah. {Photo by Tara Land) 

Stafford, program assistant, sponsor, mother 
By TARA LAND 
Stalf Reporter 

When we take a look around the campus and think of 
all the people who have helped us along in otir college 
life, we think about our professors, but do we ever think 
about the people behind the reception desk helping those 
professors:' Most of the time we do not. 

Someone often overlooked is Tammy Stafford, program 
assistant for the Health, Physical Education and Recre
ation Team and Students for Christ sponsor. 

Stafford was born in Galveston and lived on t~ island 
until the middle of her eighth grade year when her life 
changed. As if junior high is not hard enough, she had to 
leave her friends, school and her hometown and move to 
Texas City. 

She finished out her eighth grade year al Blocker Middle 
School and later graduated from Texas City High School. 
Then she went off to Sam Houstott State University in 
Huntsville. "Lots of people know that college students 
are poor,'' Stafford i,aid, "but I was so poor I had to eat 
popcorn for a whole month. At that time 1 was the small
est size ever. I was wearing a size 1 at that time." 

While attending college sh~ met the man th~t she 
thought she could not live without. A year before gradu
ating she withdrew from SHSU to get married. In June 
1981 Tammy Perrier-Manchack became Tammy Stafford. 

After adjusting to married life another chapter in 
Stafford's life began. In May 1983 she had her only child, 
Sarah Stafford, whO is now a student here at College of 
the Mainland. "When I had Sarah, that is when my life 
changed dramatically," Stafford stated. "At that time I 

realized that everything was not about me. I stopped the 
. partying, and thal is when I came to know God." 

When Sarah was in kindergarten, Stafford began teach
ing kindergarten on Sundays for St. ·Mary's Catholic 
Church in T!!xas City. That was one year before she came 
to COM. She still teachs at St. Mary's and also has been a 
confirmation teacher there for the past six years. 

In August 1994 stre started her job at COM working for 
the Health, Physical Education and Recreation Team. "I 
took Al .Bass for a physical education class, and I thought 
that he hated me, and now I am working with him," 
Stafford stated. 

In January 1996 the Student Activities Boaid president 
asked Stafford.to sponsor lhe Students for Christ club. 

Later her life took: another tum when she and her hus
band separated and eventually divorced. 

Stafford became a single working mother trying to be 

the best employee, the bi.:st sponsor and, of course, the 
best mother. On top of all Stafford's other responsibili
ties, she also was president of the Cheerleading Booster 
Club while her daughter was a cheerleader in high school. 

Stafford also was involved in Thespians in high school 
and worked on the stage crew at COM for GodSpe/1 this 
last summer when Students for Christ members were able 
to work with the COM Arena Theatre on the production. 

"GodSpe/1 is the play that brought my daughter and me 
-together," Stafford stated. "Every mother and daughter 
have a special thing to do, and going to see Godspell was 
ours. We have seen GodsjJell 20 times in the live theater." 

The many difficulties Stafford has faced have made her 
the person she is today: a great employee, a dedicated 
sponsor and the best mother she can be. 

. Turkey Trot proceeds help raise funds for scholarships 
ByOLA"I,AREEM 
Stall Reporter 

The Turkey Trot Fun Run/Walk took place Nov. i 7 at 
College of the Mainland. In all 154 people participated in 
the 1/4-mile walk, the 1-mile .ind 3-mile walk/run, and 
the 6-mile run. . 

The {ee for participation in lhe 1/4-mile walk was $9. 
The l/4-mile walk was just for children under 10. All other 
participants paid a $15 fee. The age divisions (or the other· 
participants were as follows: 14 and younger, 15-19; 20-
29; 30-39; 4049; 50-59; and 60 and older. Awards were 
given to the overall first and second place male and fe-

• 

male winners in each category and first place winners in 
each age group for the I-mile, 3-mile and 6-mile walk/ 
runs. 

First place overall winners for the 1/4 mile were Logan 
Pope and Lauren Smith. First place overall winners for 
the. other contests were 1-mile, Daniel Noah and Karen 
Brasier; 3-mile, Kevin Tipton and Regina Schuetze; and 
6-mile, Francisco Perez and Kathryn Scarborough. 

All children io the 1/4·mile walk received certificates. 
The children of parents who participated in the fun run 
were supervised. T-shirts were given to all finishers who 
signed up by the Friday, Nov. 9, deadline. 

~"At last year's Turkey Trot we had very stormy, rainy 

' 

• 

weather conditions," said Maryann Urick, coordinator of 
Recreational and Student Activities. "We wer.e very glad 
to have such great weather for this event. It turned out to 
be a very successful Fun Walk/Run.'' 

Gifts given out as award~ included: three dinners for 
two at Luna's Mexican Restaurant; admission for two at 
Moody Gardens Discovery Museum; four theater tickets 
to the College of the Mainland Arena Theatre; Sunday 
brunch for two at.Hotel Galvez; and a one-night stay in a 

-cottage for two at Columbia Lakes Country Club. Four
teen other gifts were also awarded. 

A portion of the Proceeds went to various Student Ac· 
livities Board scholarships. 

• 
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COM Amigos (from left) Mariangel Romero, Myra Sanchez, Randy Elizondo, COM Amigos Sponsor Alice Whistler, 
Danlel Carlson and Carlos Hernandez give away five Thanksgl\l'ing dinners, complete with all the trimmings to 
local families. The Amigos also will give away turkey dinners for Christmas. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Amigos make friends with local families 
ByOIAKAREEM 
Staff Reporter 

ThankS to the efforts, dedication and support of the Col
lege of the Mainland Amigos, five happy families in the 
community enjoyed Thanksgiving dinner. 

This is the third year COM Amigos have given turkey 
dinners to needy families. 

PeopJe e-mailed names of families to Alice Whistler, 
the ,Amigos sponsor and a COM Human Resources gen
eralist. The Amigos picked five families from the e•mails. 
Amigos received donated turkeys and side dishes from 
surrounding grocers. Three turkeys were accompanied 
with all the fixings courtesy of Jeff Brown and Brown 
Food Services at COM. 

To raise funds for a scholarship and to fund the Amigos' 
trip to Texas A& M University Feb. 1-3, the club is hold· 
ing a raffle. The prizes include a $50 gift card to Wal
Mart; a one.hour massage at Relaxation Retreat; .a 15-
minute chair massage; and a $35 manicure in the winner's 
home or office. ln addition the Amigos will contribute i 
$25 cash prize and other donations. Drawings will be held 
Dec. 18; tickets went on sale Dec. I. · 

R:affle tickets can be purchased in the Human Resources 
office located in the Administration Building. The last i:tay 
to buy tickets is Friday, Dec. 14. 

AmigQs also will donate turkey dinners for Christmas. 
If you know of any families in need or would like to do
nate food, contact Whistler at (409)_ 935-1211 or toll free 
1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 483. 

African Americans celebrate Kwanzaa 
By ROY DIXON, Staff Reporter 
with Kristy Robert~ Assistant Editor 

College of lhe Mainland held its 12th annual Kwanzaa 
celebration in the Student Center Dec. 4. The event coin· 
cided with Kwanzaa Awareness Week which was eel· 
ebrated Dec. 3-7. 

The COM Kwanzaa celebration, sponsored by the 
Multi·Cullural Committee, was a traditional celebration. 
The guest speaker Akua Holt from Amand!a Productions 
'included cultural expressions and.cultural displays in her 
speech. Holt was accoinpanied by one of her students. 

Due to lime constraints on the event, the candle light· 
ing ceremony and trnditio~al toasl were excluded from 
the program. 

The celebration concluded with a Karamu (K.isawhilian 
for feast). A variety of foods such as fried l:,uffalo wings, 
meatballs, black-eyed peas, cornbread and cobbler were 
included in the Karamu. 

Kwanzaa rs traditionally celebrated Dec. 26 through Jan 
1.lt is a cultural celebration acknowledging African· 
American people and their ancestors. Some people be· 
lieve that it is a substitute for Christmas since it falls in 
December. or that it is a religious celebration, but both 

.ideas are a misinterpretation. -
Founded in 1966 in the United States by Dr. Maulana 

Karenga, a Black Studies professor, Kwanzaa is a unique 
African·Arnerican holiday based on the seven fundamen· 
tal principles referred to as the Nguzo Saba. Kwanzaa is a 
Kiswahili (the East African language} term meaning "the 
first" or-"the first fruit~ of the harvest," and is celebrated 

• 

.. 
by more than 18 million African Americans according to 
a New York Times article published Nov. 8, 1998. 

The seven days of observance, which are celebrated in 
accordance with the seven fundamental principles, are as 
follows: day one, Umojo (unity) which stresses the im
portance of togetherness for lhe family and community; 
day two, Kujichagulia (self- determination) in which all 
interests of the family and community are decided; day 
three, Ujima (collective work and responsibility) is a day 
to remember obligations, past, present and future; day four 
Ujamaa (cooperative economics) emphasizes that collec. 
live economic strengths and common needs should be met; 
day five, Nia (purpose) encourages a person to look al 
himself and set personal goals; day six, Kuumba (creativ· 

· ity) is a day of spreadirig creativity throughout the cOm
munity; and day seven is lmani (Faith), a day to honor 
traditions, t.o bring out the best in people and to help them 
strive for a higher level of humanity. 

To prepare for Kwanzaa one Should have a Kinara, a 
seven-light candelabra; Mishumaa Saba, seven candles, 
a Mkeka, a straw placemot; some Mazao, a variety of fruit; 
Vibunzi, an ear of com for each child in the household; a 
Kikombe cha umoja, a unity or communal cup; and fi
nally Zawadi, gifts, if any. 

All the items mentioned which pertain to Kwanzaa and 
the Kwanzaa celebration are on display in the COM Ii· 
brary, where they will remain oft display through Dec. 
The exhibit is provided by COM Library Circulation Co
ordinator Tillie Henson. 

For more information about the exhibit contact Henson 
al ( 409) 938-1211 orloll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 205. 

• 
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Students~ earn quick 
credits on Mexico trip 
Continued from Page 1 
and a participant of the Study Abroad Program, related 
learning Spanish to understanding one's own grammar. 
Moke said, "About the only way 'to learn how the English 
grammar works is by learning a foreign language so you 
can compare grammars." Make went on to say that in our 
education system, proper grammar has been thrown to the 
wayside. "The more you know about a foreign language, 
the more you know about your own language." Make 
apologized if it sounded like he was preaching. 

When students are not in class at the University of Benito 
Juarez of Oaxaca they tour the territory. Zindy Naranjo, a 
young "very good looking" University of Oaxaca law stu· 
dent, "knows the state, knows the city, knows the histori· 
cal parts and knows the fun parts," Rafael Naranjo said. 
Zindy escorts students to the best part of the city and the 
state. Zindy said about the first trip, "I took them to the 

I . . . 
mos! beautiful beaches on the Pactf1c Coast to enJOY the 
waves and the pristine waters. I took them to the fascinat· 
ing and mysterious pre·Aztec and pre-Columbian sites, 
to visit the markets,1he churches, the museums, the res· 
taurants, the plazas and the streets of Oaxaca. 1 took them 
climbing on the petrified water canals in the mountains. I 
took them everywhere we could go in the short time they 
stayed in Oaxaca." Zindy also accompanied students to 
the annual summer festival called "Guelaguetza." 

Business professionals needing practice in Spanish will 
find this trip very helpful. Students needing valuable credit 
hours might take the Oaxaca trip as well. Prof~ssor Naranjo 
says Spanish I or II classes can earn four credit hours on 
the two-week trips and eight credit hours on the four.week 
trip. Spanish III or IV classes can earn three credit hours 
in two weeks and six hours in four weeks. What better 
place to pick up quick credit hours than in sunny Mexico? 

Cost for the four·week stay is $1,625. Cost for the two. 
week stay is $1,325. Prices are subject to change accord
ing to airfares. 

A special orientation for the trip will be held June 5, in 
the Leaming ResourceS Center Building, Faculty Suite A 
Conference Room .. 

For Internet information on the city and state of Oaxaca 
visit these Web sites: 

< h tip:/ /w ww. oa x ac a-mi o. co m/recu rso s/ 
universidades.htm>, <http://www.oaxaca.1ravel.com/:>. 

For more information about this unique Oaxaca Study 
Abroad program call Rafael Naranjo at (409) 938-1211 
or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Exl. 35.3, or call · Chuck 
Buddenhagen at Ext. 517. Contact Naranjo by e-mail at 
<rnaranjo@mail.mailand.cc.tx.us> 

Fast track reading program 
Six week developmental reading classes will 

be offered this spring 2002 semester. 
Classes will be held Jan. 22 through March 4, 

Mondays through Thursdays 2-4:20 p.m. 
For information contact Cathy Moran at (409) 

938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Exl 218, 
or stop by the Developmental Lab U:arning Re· 
sources Center Room L-248. 

Classes resume on Jan. 12 
College of the Mainland classes end Friday,. 

Dec. 14. Professors must tum in their grades by 
noon Monday, Dec~ 17. COM officially doses 
Wednesday,. Dec. 19. The college will re-open 
Jan·. 3 and faculty will return Monday, Jan. 7. 

Spring semester registration week is Jan. 8· 11. 
Registrat,ion hours are Monday and T~esday 8 
a.m.-7 p.m.; and Wednesday, Thursday and Fri· 
day 8, a.m. to 5 p.rn. in the Student Center. 

·, 
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Sparkey Koerner, COM music professor, conducts the COM Community Concert Band at the Salute to Veterans 
Nov. 11 at the Rotary Pavilion in Texas City. The band perfqrmed "God Bless America," "Amazing Grace" and 
concluded with John Phll!ips Sousa's patriotic "The March." (Photo by Elias de la Cerda Jr.) 

Veterans Day honored by Con·cert Band 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

The city of Texas City and their Rotary Club sponsored 
a Salute to Veterans Nov. 11 at the Rotary Pavilion in front 
of the Chuck T. Doyle Convention Center in Texas City. 
The salute included musical performances, the recogni· 
tion of veterans and a ke'ynote address by Galveston 
County Judge Jim Yarbrough. _ 

The salute began with a brief invocation by Dr. Grayson 
Glass of First Baptist Church in Texas City. Ralph Holm, 
a current member of the College of the Mainland Board 
of Trustee's, led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance 
and in singing the "Star Spangled Banner." 

The event also featured patriotic songs performed by 
the First Baptist Church Celebration Singers, directed by 
Wayne Doyle. Throughout the performance members of 
all branches of the military lined up against the stage so 
that all audience members could recognize them for the 
part they played in sustaining America's freedom. 

Patriotic 'music was provided by the COM Community 

. Cance.rt Band, under the direction of COM music Pro· 
fessor Sparky Koerner. The band began with a powerful 
rendition of "God Bless America," followed by "Amaz· 
ing.Grace." Under Koemer's direction the band was able 
to recreate the nasal sounds of the Scottish bagpipes for 
"Amazing Grace." 

Koerner said that with the use of oboes, flutes and clari· 
nets in the upper register (playing the nigh notes) ilnd the 
tuba sustaining the notes underneath (tbwer, deeper 
sounds) the band is able to virtually duplicate the sound. 

The band also performed "Sing, Sing, Sing," which in,. 
eluded an outstanding drum solo by Bob Adams. The 
COM Community .Concert Band concluded that part, of 
their performance wilh Jo.ho Phillips Sousa's patriotic 
"The March." 

Judge Yarbrough delivered a moving speech which hit 
home with most veterans. His topic centered on the rec
ognition of veterans every day for their part in protecting 
America, her liberties and freedoms . 

After Judge Yarbrough's speech, th~ band concluded 
their performance with "Stars and Stripes Forever.'¥ 

Students allow opportunity to pass by 
By TARA LAND 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Ma.inland is a stepping stone for many 
students. Some are not ready for a four year univer· 
sity right after high school, so they choose a commu- . 
nity college to prepare them for the major universi
ties. To get the information to students about what they 
must do to transfer to a university, COM hosted the 
annual College Day on Nov. 27 in the Gym. · 

"In years before, College Day had a good response," 
stated Tammy Stafford, program director of the Health, 
Physical Education and Recreation Team, "but because 
of the weather (it rained and stormed all day) many 
students did not come out." 

According to Stafford 22 colleges were there ®r
ing the day, and 42 colleges were Chere at night. When 
this reporter visited the College Day event at noon, 
only two universities were available. All the. other 
tables looked like no one had ever been there. 

Many universities left because of tbe poor response 
from students, according to Stafford. "They were not 

' 

going to sit there wherf students -sho~ed no interest,:' 
Stafford said. 

"This event was a s~ame to COM and the people 
who put ii together. Lucy Rodriguez (senior secre
tary in the Counseling Center) and her staff worked 
really hard to put this yearly event together, and our 
students did not have the respect to com~ out and see 
what they had to offer." 

Despite the staff's disappointment in the low stu
dent turnout al College Day, in the long run "the stu
dents are the ones who are at a disadvantage because 
their work was done for them," Stafford said. "AU 
they had to _do was come to the Gym and pick up 
information. Now they have to do t~e leg work to 
find out about the colleges available to tltem." 

When deciding on a university, a student must visit 
many and talk to various advisers to find the best 
school. But since the universities were on campus, 
students would have been spared hours of making 
phone calls and visiting universities. Unfortunately, 
students did not take advantage of the opportunity to 
gather information on the participating universities.· 

' 
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Red antiwar leaflets 
stir vivid memories 

The tfagic events of Sept. 11 and the subsequent distri
bution of red leaflets by antiwar prOtesters outside the Pre
Veteran's Day Salute at College of the Mainland Library 
Nov. 8 have stirred vivid memories of my past students 
and experiences. 

During my fust years of teaching, faculty i.n·service days 
were about teachers' legal and moral responsibilities to 
children whose parents could not come to pick them up 
from school in case of a nuclear disaster. We also learned 
how to build and stock a bomb shelter. l shall never for
get the fear on my students· young faces as they asked, 
"when," not "if," we were going to be bombed during the 
Cuban Missile Crisis. 

The controversial red antiwar fliers distributed to people 
attending the Pre-Veterans Day ceremony brought back: 
all the anguish carried by some of my first students at 
COM: the Vietnam veterans. These veterans were fine 
young people who courageously disrupted their lives and 
dreams to answer their country's call to serve in a miser· 
able, horrific war that the politicians who sent them had 
no commitment to win. These soldit;rs -'l'ftumed with a 
sense of betrayal that the very America that had sent them 
to war seemed to rebuke and reject t!iem for not •:cow· 
ardly" running to dodge the draft. These veterans knew 
intimately the tragedies and the human cost of war. They 
brought back ni_ghtmarcs of seeing their buddies or even 
the enemy soldiers being blown to bits or the stench of 
body bags in the sweltering heat lingering for a lifetime. 

As an idealistic young person I visited Red Square, be· 
hind the [ron Curtain in the Eastern Block countries, the 
Nazi concentration camps at Dachau and Auschwitz, 
bumed·out villages and the battle grounds at Verdun, 
France, where the losses were so extensive that the entire 
area was declared a g~ve. I truly appreciate 'the gift of 
freedom and democracy paid for by American service
men and women. I am humbled at the acres of graves in 
the American cemeteries on the beaches at Normandy and 
Omaha, France; their efforts and lives prevented Hitler's 
troops from coming to our shores. 

The first element in writing a speech or a paper is to 
consider the intended audience for the product. I am at a 
loss to understand the message the antiwar protesters in
tended for their audience: the veterans, their families and 
friends. I hope that these stuqents were thoughtlessly fol
lowing someone's suggestion. But is mindless obedience 
not what leads citizens to .follow ruthless leaders who ere· 
ate such inhumanity? 

With our freedom also comes the responsibility to think 
about what we do and say as well as the appropriateness 

, of timing and place. Few Americans are "for" war, but 
the question is what will you do "when" war comes to 
your door? 

Reader.disturbed by cell phones 
Dear Editor, 

We need to address the issue of "cell phone usage 
inside the building." People are getting more and more 
blatant with their, answering the phone in the classroom 
and talking loudly in the hall. They clearly are disturbing 
the other students. It is rude and inconsiderate. 

Tracy McLaren. Student Assistant 

Letters to du Editor policy: lnterCOM welcomes Letters 
to the Editor. Please make letters brief and to the point 
letters should include a name and teleph~ number for 
verification. We reserve the right to edit letters for length, 
grammar, spelling and libelous content. Letters will be 
printed on a space-available basis. 
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Cell use in buildings shouldn't be a problem 

It seems as if cell phones have become an integral part 
of life. It's rare that .you'll -run into a person who doesri 't 
have some type of communication device. Although 
intended to seem· luxurious, people of all social strata 
can obtain a cell phone. 

In grades 6-12, cell phones are strictly prohibited by 
the school system, but when students enter college, 
should having.a cell phone on the college campus be an 
issue? To hear a cell phone ringing in class can be 
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distracting, but should their use in college buildings be 
prohibited? The simple answer is "No!" Look at the big 
picture. 

College is a huge step between high school and the 
real world, but lhe one similarity we expect of college in 
terms of the real world is that we, the students as 
members of th~ real world, should ~e treated like adults. 
There should be no absurd restrictions on such a private 
yet public issue. Yes, cell phones make noise and may 
cause a distraction, but there arc some students who 
have become w dependent on cell phones that it is 
unimaginable to them to have their cell phones turned 
off or not answered in the buildings. 

Because college students are accepted as adults, they 
should conductlhemselves as such. It is completely 
inappropriate to have a phone ring in class. This causes a 
distraction for teachers and students to get off track. But 
the answer isn't to ban cell phone usage in buildings. 

For all those opposed to allowing cell phones in 
buildings, put yourself in this situation. There is an 
emergency concerning one of your loved ones, but 
because of a cell phone restriction, you are unable to 
answer your phone. This cquld result in a disaster of 
great proportion. 

Most cell phones have a feature that controls the ring 
level of the phone so that only the carrier and maybe the 
people sitting next to him or her can hear it. You may 
ask~ "Don't those peOpte who do hear the low volume 
rings still require the same amount of respect as the 
people who don't hear it'!" Of course they do, bul a 
smiill beep or notification of a caller shouldn't knock 
another student off track, unless that student wasn't 
listen.ing to the lecture. Some cell phones also come with 
a vibra1ing feature which is not as distracting. 

When a student gets a call tie should quietly get up 
and walk out of class. Some may say when students get 
up and go into the hallway to talk, they are just too loua. 
To that I say too bad! There is no way to eliminate all 
noise, whether ii is a conversation or otherwise. Of 
course, the person should have the conversation in a soft 
voice, but people just need to accept that rhere are loud
speaking peo~le in the world. 

Students arc expected to come to class and conduct 
themselves as adults. A r;striction on cell phone usage in 
college buildings. is. as ridiculous and arbitrary as saying 
all students must tuck in iheir shirts, wear belts, wear no 
skirts above the knee or tank Lops. 

Get real! High school days·are over; that's wl1y it's 
called college. 

• 
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Community college· 
great place to start 

I will have fulfilled all the requirements to graduate 
with an associate's degree by the end of the spring 
semester. However, it would be nice if College of the 
Mainland offered a four-year degree since I have found 
it to be a great learning environment. 

COM opened its doors to students (n 1966. The 
·college may have started in portable buildings, but the 
education students have received over the years has been 
as good, if not better, than any education they could 
hope to receive at a four~year university. 

In this region, only a private university offers the 
small classes we have he.re at COM. 

Rice Univesity in Houston is an example of an 
exemplary private university. Rice offers classes which 
are about the same size, or even smaller than the classes 
at COM. But the trade-off is the tuition. Thirteen credit 
hours at COM cost about $235. According to the 2000-
2001 student handbook for Rice, the same 13 credit 
hours will cost almost $13,000. 

Looking for something a little less expensive? Don't 
forget you could always try the public state-funded 
University of Houston, central campus. According to the 
UH on-line catalog, 13 credit hours will cost only about 
$1,400 (providing you are a resident of Texas). 

UH costs far less than Rice, but it also has an enor
mous student body. According to the online source, UH 
ha.s about 34,000 students compared to COM's 3,300. 

I went to UH to pick up a catalog, I found this to be 
no small feat. l tried to follow the university's signage, 
which to say the least was horrible. After wandering 
around the campus for about an hour and asking at least 
20 students for directions, I had to admit defeat. I had to 
rely on online sources for information. I found navigat
ing the Web much easier than navigating the central 
campus of UH. 

So I ask you, what would you rather do? Sit in a 
lecture hall at UH with about 300 students, all stri_ving to 
hear the professor, "let alone trying to ask a question? Or 
would you rather attend a community college where you 
probably will not have more than 25 students in a class. 
At COM you have no problem hearing the professor or 
communicating with him or her, even during the lecture. 
All the-while, keeping in mind, you are paying almost 5 
times more to attend UH than you would COM. 

The professors at COM are generally more than 
willing to help students achieve academic success. Most 
professors at COM offer generous office hours and also 
their telephone and fax numbers or their e-mail ad
.dresses. All of which will be answered and responded to 
by the professor rather than a student aide (a graduate 
student who is an assistant to the professor). 

You also will wanl to be physically fit if you decide to 
try UH. You will need at least good tennis shoes or 
maybe even a bike. UH is an extremely large campus 
and, according to the UH campus directory, it has more 

than 75 buildings in use during the school day. That is 
quite a bit more than the five buildings that house most 
of the credit courses at COM. 

Of course, Rice is much more compact than UH. Rice 
consists of 60 buildings, with less than one third used 
for credit classes. But for the difference in tuition you 
could attend COM, receive just as good of an education, 
and spend the additional ~12,000 on a personal trainer, 
gn:at work-out clothes and a tanning membership, and 
still have,enough money left over for a nice vacation 
after finals. 
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Become a millionaire, fulfill your retirement dreams 

Croft 

So you want to retire as a millionaire. You're planning 
to set up an IRA account but.know nothing about Stocks. 
Still you don't want to hand over your hard-earned money 
lo a stranger. To do your own investing, you must know 
the technical jargon. The first thing you must do when 
looking at a stock is to look at the company "snapshot." 
This is a summary that tells how well the company is do
ing, what they do and any hidden profits or losses. 

For the next part "the numbers" remember the saying, 
"Figures don't lie, but liars can figure." This is not to say 
that any stock information is wrong, but occasionally it is 
creative, like Enron Stocks, for example, where they only 
tel! you what they want to tell you. Be skeptical of the 
information given to you by a company because Enron· is 
not alone when it comes to "creative accounting." Usu
ally this kind of accounting would not put a company into 

Chapter 11 bankruptcy but Enron was unlucky. This is 
why intttition and luck are more a part of investing than 
many would like to admit. 

Now for the really confusing stuff, that unfortunately, 
you h·ave to know to invest wisely in the stock market. 

*MKT cap is the value of all issued stocks. 
"'Dividend is the dollar amount of yield per stock. 
*Yield is a part of the company's earning that is di-

vided up and paid to each stock. It is expressed as a ratio 
of the dividend to the stock price. 

"'Price to earning is the ratio of the stock's Carnings to . 
the present stock price. 

*Cash flow tells how much cash is made per share. 
"'Beta tells what analysis programs think the company's 

risk factor is vs. other similar companies. For potentially 
"safe stock,': look for a beta under one. 

"Debt/Equity tells you how much debt the company 
has relative to total value. If this number is high and the 
interest on that debt is approaching the company's earn
ings, it might be best to move on to the next stock, be
cause bankruptcy is usually not far off. 

You want companies that have a positive return on eq· 
uity and assets and investments. If these numbers tend to 
be negative, over the long term you might want to look 

Math professor stresses homework 
By MICHAEL SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

The motionless algebra class sits, niouths agape, in a 
silent state of amazement as Assistant Professor Tami 
Allison coaxes an answer out of the complicated equation 
on the board. Her efforts once again bring forth the stu
dents' algebra anthem of "How? .. Why? .. Oh!" 

You have probably sung it Y.9UJ.lielf. 
Allison seems to have a near infinite amount of infor

mation to cover in her class, so she must budget her time 
wisely to ensure the entire lesson gets a thorough once
over. This keeps the class quick and energylic, but Allison 
presents the lessons in such an agreeable fashion that as 
long as students keep up with their homework, they won't 
get in over their heads. 

Allison's algebra class is challenging, as this reporter 
can testiff. It has a fast pace and students are given many 
theories, methods and foimulas to memorize, practice and 
learn. However, Allison knows the material so well that 
she helpfully translates it to the students in a logiCal and 
undersiandable way. 

Still, algebra is frustrating. It can ~e even more frus
trating lo teach. In subjects like government, science and 
English there may be several, or many answers to the ques
tion being asked. In algebra there is only one ans:-ver. The 
trick'is getting a classroom full of different people to looK 
at the problem in the same way. 

On the other hand, algebra can be simple. Everything 
in the algebraic universe has a certain set of rules. As long 

• 

Tami Allison, COM math professor, prepares her alge
bra class for the final exam Dec. 6 in the Technical/ 
Vocational Building. (Photo by Michael Smith) 

as those rules are followed ever)'thing goes smoothly. 
Allison stresses that doing all the homework and learn

ing the order in which .those rules apply is the key. She 
compares it to the construction of a house. "You have to 
build the.foundation first before anything else will come." 
Trying to work out a problem without knowing the basic 
order of operations is like trying to put a roof on a house 
with no walls. 

After being born in STl,lilll Big Sprin,g, Tcxa~ AJ.lisgn 
moved to and grew up in the equally diminutive Patricia, 
Texas, where everyone knew each other. "I had a gradu
ating class of 18," she says, thinking of her days at 
Klondike High School while trying not to laugh. Sl\ei,then 
proudly adds th.at more than 50 percent of that class have 
gone on to higher education. 

Allison did not always want to teach. She admits .not 
knowing what she wanted to do when she was younger. 
"I did not know if I wanted to go to college," she says. 
Even after receiving a bachelor's degree from Sul Ross 
University in Alpine Texas, she still didn't know the an
swer. She tried her hand al accounting classes, but did 
not want to use her math to count other people's money. 

In 1992 she started teaching two classes at Stephen F. 
Austin. At first she did not like it. "They (the classes) 
were very intimidating," she says while thinking of the 
overwhelming feeling of all the new responsibility she 
had been handed. After a few years she said the job got 
easier as she learned the solutions to many of the'Com
mon problems teachers face with every new class. 

· If there is one thing Allison coilld change about her job 
it would be lhe disrespect she occasionally gets from frus
.trated students. People get angry when they find out they 
have put a problem together backward (roof without walls; 
fall down go boom), and she has seen her share of unfair 
rudeness from the people she is trying 10 help. 

Still, teaching is very beneficial to our society and, most 
importantly, it makes Tami Allison happy. She even 
dreams about it! She tells of times she would wake up 
thinking "Oh gosh, I should have done that to help the 
students learn it!" Allison ~elieves in the slogan "You 
don't choose teaching, teaching chooses you." 

Allison used 10 be a jock, standing out on her school's 
basketball team. These days, instead of shoaling hoops, 
she spends her time scouting out garage sales and an
tique stores looking for unusual or interesting antiques. 

When looking at the percentage of marriages that stay 
intact, Allison's marriage is performing well above tbe 
mean. Unfortunately for her husband ''Big" Ben Allison, 
math is still difficult. Allison says math is definitely "not 
his strong point." Luckily (not mathmatically), he met 
her .13 years ago and they have been together ever since. 

• 
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-elsewhere. This is because these numbers tell you if the 
company is profitable in its many ventures. 

For up-to-date infonnation you will have to call the 
company and ask for the quarterly report, and also talk to 
investor relations. 

When you first start to invest. it is best to look at stocks 
of companies you know, use and like. Generally, if you 
like them so will others. Disqualify all risky stock.; those 
arc ones with high price to earnings for their field, no 
cash flow, high beta and anything else that might indicate 
that the company is overpriced or about to go under. 

The best way I found to buy stocks iS to limit myself to 
a couple of stocks I know and have researched. Then I 
watch them and pick a price to which I think they will 
drop to on a bad day and set a limit order (a limit order is 
a selling used to fix the price you want to buy a stock at). 
Be patient. It can take time, it has worked well for me and 
should do well for you. After you buy some stocks, do 
not get lazy. Continue to carefully follow them in the news. 

For more technical jargon and in-depth information take 
a look at The Motley Fool at their Web site 
<www.fool.com>also read Cash Flow Quadrant, Own 
Your Own Corporation and Rich Dad Poor Dad all by 
Robert T. Kiyosaki. 

Makundi impressed 
with COM faculty 
Continued from Page 1 --------

"It is a wonderful campus; the best college I've 
seen," Bishop Makundi said. ·'The people were 
wonderful and very receptive." He said he was 
very impressed with the people and the Campus 
ancf wished that more Tanzanian students could 
study at COM. 

The bishop was in town nol only to take a look 
at COM but also to create a relationship between 
his parish in Tanzania and other Anglican or Epis
copal parishes in Texas. He hopes to be able to 
travel back and forth often between Texas and 
Tanzania, and hopes to create more cultural ex
changes between the two regions. 

Bishop Makundi also said he wishes the best 
for America in its battle against terrorism and will 
continue "praying for America." 

The bishop will return to Galveston County in 
June, hopefully with his two daughters ready to 

attend COM next fall. 

Dual credit courses 
taught at COM 
Continued from Page 1 -------

sist of two or more career and technology·courses 
totaling three or more high school credits and at 
least one college credit either through course ar~ 
ticulation or dual credit. 

Course articulatioA is an agreement between 
high school teachers of technical courses and 
community college professors of the same course. 
When students enrolled in an articulated course. 
in high school make a grade of a B or higi_J.er they 
do not have to repeat those courses when they 

enroll in COM in the same technical program 
within 18 months. 

Dual credit means that 'the a student enrolled 
in a dual credit course receives credit in high 
school and in the community college upon 
completion of that course. 

For questions o.r more information contact 
Campbell at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 110. 
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What's Happening 

Thoughts, feelings shared by Vets 

James "Elmo" Knapp speaks about the realltiff 
of the Vietnam War at UM Pr•Veterans Day Sa
lute held In the COM Learning Resourc11 Cent• 
Ubrary Nov. 8. (Photo by Kristy Roberto) 

ByTARAIAND 
Staff Reporter 

Veterans Day, Nov. 11, came exactly two months 
after the terrorist attack on America. This year's ob
servance of Veterans Day was like no other. Every 
village, every town and every .city of our nation had a 
new respect and felt a new appreciation for the mean
ing of Veterans Day. 

"So many times in the past we have overlooked th&S 
holiday," stated Jim Higgins, director of College of 
the Mainland Public Information and an Air Force 
veteran. "But this year we stand in remembrance, and 
we respect the ones who served because we now real-

ize the things the veterans have done, and the things 
that veterans are doing and will be doing." 
, COM held a Pre-Veterans Day Salute Nov. 8 to ob
serve Veterans Day. The benefit began with Sparky 
Koe mer, music profess6r and Air Force veteran. play
ing the "Star Spangled Banner" on his trumpet. This 
was followed by a moment of silence in honor of 
deceased veterans and victims of the Sept. 11 attack. 

Veterans, family members of veterans and active 
military members were given time to share their feel
ings with a large audience in the COM library . . 

The following people shared their memories, feel
ings and gave personal remarks about being a vet
eran or a family member waiting to hear from a•vet
eran: Jerry Anderson, COM employee and a Navy 
veteran; Chris Boyd, COM student and an Army vet
eran; Tillie Henson, COM employee mother of a Navy 
veteran: Holly Anderson, COM employee and mother 
of active Navy and activ~ Air Force members; 
Maridell Vaughan, COM employee and mother of an 
active Air Force member; Micah Duckett, COM em
ployee and mother of an active Marine; and James 
"Elmo" Knapp, COM student and Navy veteran. 

Members of the community also were given time 
lo express their thoughts and gratitude for the veter
ans and the people who are now serving. Both E.W. 
Cruse, U.S. Marine veteran, and Elias de la Cerda 
Jr., an Army veteran, COM alumnus and fonner 
lnterCOM editor, shared their thoughts and feelings 
with those gathered for the event. 

The ceremony ended with James Heffel, music pro
fessor, singing a solo of "God Bless America." Then 
everyone sang a medley of service hymns for each 
brancl1 of the armed forces printed on a handout and 
finished by singing .. God Bless America." 

The Student Activities Board, provided a red, white 
andblue cake and sodas for refreshments. 

"If this continues to grow after two years after Sept. 
11," Knapp said, .. 58 years after World War II and 25 
years after Vietnam. then we have a true sense of pride 
and togetherness. Don't let Sept. 11 be the reason for 
this celebration. and don't let the Afghanistan war be 
your pride." 

Spanish program offers accelerated classes 
By MICHAEL SM1l1l 
Si.frllepomr 

College of the Mainland is offering accelerated Span
ish classes for the spring semester. Students will be able 
to take both Spanish ·f and Spanish II in the same semes-: 
ter, giving them the opportunity to earn up to eight credit 
"hours in two eight-week courses this spring. 

The new Spanish I classes will be held from Jan. 14 to 
March 8. New Spanish II classes will be held from March 
18 to May 10. 

The new classes will take place in the ,mQming and at 
night. Morning classes are from 7:30 to 9:20 allowing 

students to take 9:30 classes. Evening classes are from 
5:15 to 7:05 permitting enrollment in 7:15 classes. 

Becatl5C Spanish I and fl are four credit hours each, 
they meet for longer periods than ttiree credit hour .;lasses. 
Spanish ProfC550r Rafael Nar.s.njo said it has been proven 
that a foreign language is best learned (how to read, write, 
listen and speak) when the studerits are exposed to it ev
ery day for at least two hours at a time. 

Spanish l and fl also are offered al the traditional times 
(twice a week) as well as Spanish Ill and Spanish lV. 

For more infonnation call Naranjo at (409) 938-1211 
or toll free 1 (888) 258-88.59, Ext. 353, or e-mail him at 
<maranjo@mail.mainland.cc.tx.us>. 

Enhance writing skills,·become InterCOM reporter 
Do you want to just read about the news or would you 

like to take part in reporting it? 
If you like to write and would like to see your name in 

print, the begin~ingjoumalism course is the class for you. 
The journalism class will help you to become a better 
writer, deal more effectively with people and open doors 
to future careers. 

Absolutely no journalism experience is necessary to be 
in the class, and enrolling in the class automatically makes 
you a staff member of the student newspaper, InterCOM. 
which is published three times during a long semester. 

• 

The beginning journalism course is COMM 2311.01, 
Newsgathering and Writing I, Index #2274. lt meets Mon
days and Wednesdays, 12:30-3:20 p.m. The first half of 
class is lect.ure; the second half is a built-in lab. You al::;o 
need lo sign up for the production lab, whicb meets as 
needed to produce Ille newspaper. It is COMM 1129.01, 
Newspaper Publication I, Index #2275. 

For more information regarding a beginning journal
ism experience, call Astrid H. Lowery, journalism pro-. 
fessor and lnterCOM adviser, at (409) 938-1211 or toll
free l (888) 258-8859, Ext. 314. 
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People Speak Out 
llz lalerCOM &llton aad Sid 

W. h,Ye ,..n eviden<e of animal c:loliilliwith 
the birth of Dolly, the .sheep. A Ma1s11cl111:,
company allllOllllCed Nov. 25 they had _, 
Cully maod the fuat hun!an embryo.~ 
PmideDt Bush aad ~spoke out 11&11imll 
humonc:loliilliforany- latetCOM
How de you fool about bum1111 cloning? 

llllt...,nlfllil!.~ 
is Ill dcyeliip ... eoll 
research, I have 110 
prob! .... with ii. If.the 
illlelllid\JaM"""" 
I SOC DO jllllpOSO la it; 
s1em cello cw ........ -
... i, I ctl>1¥ pail$, . 

Lois A 1'm1tJ• Uiill!lri 
it ls ~ ·ii ,., • . 
... ..,, t,ylag to play . 
Ood, and t~•n If we . 
manufacture a body~ 
onl1. Ood * man ... 
facturoa-. 

Roullad Collllm I -·t tbilll it is a good 
i6ea. If ii is in the 

· wrong bands, it wlH 
lud to bad tbillp. 

Uada Aquila.-, I do 
. not acne with human 
clonlag. I do not feel 
tbat • huJllu beillC 
sboukl be clolled; thll1 

ill not - ·· Jl,b,. It is 
Go<l'•job to.-hlf. 

11« .' itlAlllt in. way .. 
lt ill ~ l,ut it de· 
P«ll"loa ill>'N ii is 1ISOdi 
lf ii ;,, UllOd to llflp 
pooplo itioaood, but if 
you;""' c:loliilli Ill ... 
ifJOll ..... ,-if'tbod. 

GeoraeWffl: ·Mor<o 
apillolt it tiian fl# It. ft 
is • good 'dlini; if ..... 
...... - lllld $pilW 
injuries; . 

Ado SalldllMldlm I .,_:limplu. 'l'hffl 
ainagalnstctooing.nct I!"' two tt,Ji,gs IO..,._ 
bccau•• it is wrong sider. One ill .111t. moral/ 
$lllco tboy are uot ,_ elbiciu issue,~ is., 

' · ieatmg a peffOII 's por· ' whatthey ..., dirit ·rg 
~ just the shell. todo ij tor: lhi inedl<:8i/ 
'l'he cloning g,akos s<:ientlfic aspect; Tllm 
~ belfevo !boy..., is !IO right or -s to 
God. ' ti,;. qucatioo. 
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TIPA Award-winner 

----- ----
A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

Study abroad in sunny Oaxaca, Mexico 
Tech Prep receives 
Excellence Award 

Study abroad students will be met In Oaxaca, 
M&xico, by Zlndy Nadab Maranto, co-director of 
the Study Abroad Program next Summer II. 

By MICHAEL SMITH 
Staff Reporter 

Society in Galveston County and the surrounding 
areas is changing as the local Hispanic community's 
population continues to increase. More ·and more 
people of Hispanic origin are calling ~his area home 
and their heritage, language and traditions are becom
ing a part of everyday life. 

Galveston is an obvious harbor for many Mexican 
and South American families because of the city's 

Tanzanian bishop 
.tours COM campus 

Hy KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

fn Tanzar:iia, located in East Africa, only 8 percent of 
children attend a secondary school and only I percent 
actually go to college. Bishop Simon Makundi, bishop of 
the Anglican piocese of Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania 
visited, and toured the College of the Mainland campus 
Nov. 12. He hopes lo bring his two daughters here from 
Tanzariia so they can continue their education at COM. 

The bishop met with COM President Homer M. 
"Butch" Hayes, Mary Ochoa, director of Ellronm·ent 
Management, and James Shippy, associate dean of Stu
dent Services. He discussed the future education of his 
two daughters and hopefully other Tanzanian students. 

See Makundl Page 11 
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history an~ continuous prosperity. 
College of the Mainland is an obvious school for 

mariy students, and it is teaching students to learn 
and uoderstand the people and language behind this 
change with its comprehensive Hispanic education 
department and with progressive programs such as 
the aru1'ual trip to Oaxaca, Mexico. 

After the overwhelming success of lhe firSt study 
abroad program to Oaxaca,- in which 18 COM stu
dents participated, the Social and Behavioml Sciences 
Team along with the COM Continuing Education 
department have annolfnced that students will have 
the opportunity to take the second annual trip during 
the next Summer II semester. COM is offering sched
ule options of one four-week excursion from July 6 
to Aug. 3, or two two-week excursions. The first trip 
is July 6-20, the second, July 20 tO Aug. 3. 

Credit and non-credit students of all ages and oc
cupations are welcome to sign up. Up to 20 spots are 
available for the trip. · 

Stu<k!lla will ~-•<! Jzy CQM ~ w, J'ro,. 
fes!ter Rafael Naranjo. Waitirig to rneet ·,he group in 
Oaxaca will be Naranjo's nephew Zindy Nadab 
Naranjo, co-director of the Study Abroad Program 
and a local Oaxacan. Professor Nardlljo 's intent is to 
help his students understand the cullure behind the 
people whose language they are trying to learn. 

"You go to church, you go shopping, you go to 
school and you hear Spanish conlinuously," Naranjo 
said. "So Spanish is no longer a foreign language, 
but it is a first language for the people we work with, 
live with etc ..... So how can we communicate?" 

Students stay with preselected Oaxacan families, 
experiencing the daily lives of the households they 
visit. Most of the families speak limited English, mak
ing the trip a sure•firc way for Spanish students to 
concentrate on the language. 

Richard Moke, retired NASA program engineer 

Seti Students Page 10 

By APRIL BRANDON 
Mauglng Edlto• 

The College of the · Mainland Tech Prep department 
earned a round of applause when it was awarded the "Tech 
Prep Ex<;ellence Award" for "Outstanding Performance 
in Promoting Tech Prep from 20(X)-2001" by the Gulf 
Coast Tech Prep Consortium. 

COM was the only college out of the nine awarded the 
Tech Prep award, "It was quite an honor," said Renea 
Campbell, director of the COM K-12 Partnership. 

The conference, The Fall Regional Conference for Gulf 
Coast Education that Works Tech Prep/School-to-Careers 
Conference, was tleld at ttle Hobb)' Hi,Jton Nov. 6. 

.. Thanks and consratulations to all of our Tech Prep 
programs for their hard work," Ca1npbeI1 said. • • 

Eight community colleges in addition to COM attended 
the conference along with.several area high schools. The 
Deer Park Independent School District also was awarded 
the "Teel>P~llcllccAwllid"attl>o_.acc. The 
other ccltege& were Alvin Comnritn~. Bit!iosj,ort Com
munity, San Jacinto, Galveston, Lee, HoustOll Commu
nity, Whanon Community and North Harris Montgom
ery County Community. 

Dan Talley, chairman of the steering committee, pre
sented the award at the COM Board of Trustees meeting 
Nov. 26 to Board of Trustees President Ralph Holm and 
to COM President Dr. Homer M. "Butch"' Hayes. 

Tech Prep offers study programs to high school stu
dents so they may prepare for a future. in the technology 
field in careers, such as graphic arts. nursing and com
puter.science. The six-year ( 4+2) plan begins with a four
y~ar high school program, which not only prepares stu
dents 10 attend college, but also supplies them with the 
technical skills for entry-level employment after high 
school and while attending college. · 

Students interested in Tech Prep should speak with 
counselors at the middle or high school level, so that a 
graduation plan may be designed. The plan should con

Seti Dual Pege 11 

Jai;ne• Shippy, ·coM asaociate dean of Students S8rvlcH; Dr. Homer M. "Butch".Hayea, COM president; Angllcan 
Bishop Simon Makundl of Tanzania, Africa; and Mary Ochoa, director of Enrollment Management; dlacuu the 
future education of the bishop's two daughters. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 
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What's Happening 

¥; f 5., 
., . .. ~'; ,. 

The COM OAAC held a Yalentlne'o Day bake sale In front of Iha Student C-r Feb 14, Member• are (front row, 
from left) Courtnay Johnaon; Tuhlba Bryan~ president; Karma Humphr-,,; Karla Brown; llarrtngton Tralle; Brandy 
Baker; and (back row, from left) Roy Dixon, vice president; and Toki Lawla. (Photo by Krlaty Roberta) 

Phi Theta Kappa hosts MLK Tribute 
By KRISTY.ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., one of the greatest civil rights 
leaders, has had his birth celebrated as a national holiday 
in this country since 1986. 

Although primarily African Americans have celebrated 
this holiday, the reasons for the holiday and the study of 
Dr. King's triumphs and defeats is one that people, re-

ardless 
e am an 1gma lta Chapter of 

Phi Theta Kappa (the International Honor Society for the 
Two-, Year College) sponsored a tribute to honor Dr. King 
Jan. 22. 

The tribute began with a documentary of"The S1rugglo 
Continues," which highlights Dr. King's 1968 speech, "I 
Have Been to the Mountaintop.•• It also contains a speech 
given by Robert Kennedy after Dr. King's assassination. 

Several COM professors and students made guest 
speaking appearances. The first to speak was Rafael 
Naranjo, assistant professor of the Social and Behavioral 
Scienoes Team. Naranjo, who teaches Spanish, spoke 
about how Dr. King's speeches have affected the Hispanic 
population in the United States. 

Naranjo has taught at two predominantly black colleges 
and also received the Martin Luther King Jr. award from 
the College of Santa Fe in New Mexico for his service to 
the community. 

Johnny Morris, president of the COM PTK, spoke about 
his visit to Dr. King's tomb and the impre$ion he was 
left with after he viewed Dr. King's resting place at the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Historic Site in Atlanta. 

Dr. Margaret Caylor, pRlfes>o< of 1be Social and Be
havioral Sciences Team, who teaches sociology and an
thropology, spoke about Dr. King and his views on 
multiculturalism, social activism and his belief in unity 
for all humanily. 

u e with a moving speech by 
Alexander T. Pratt, associate dean of Educational Pro
grams, who also teaches history. He spoke about his per
sonal experiences as a black man growing up in the South. 

He gave the audience an insightful firsthand account of 
how black people were treated as second-class citizens 
by the public school system, public transportation, res
taurants and colleges. 

Dean Pratt spoke about how it felt to have to drink from 
SC'parate fountains, sit in the back of the bus and what it 
was like to have to eat at the basement restaurant of the 
department stores in downtown Houston instead of the 
main-level restaurant reserved for the ''white" people. 

Dean Prati also made the audience think about the 
changes in our society. However, he also said that even 
though some people may say, "'look h_ow far we have 
come'; it is not enough." Even though minorities have 
moved up in social status, Dean Pratt said, "Injustices still 
exist today." 

Kuumba House kicks off new semester 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Stalf Repomr 

The spring semester Welcome Back Kickoff held in the 
College of the Mainland Student Center oo Jan. 29 was a 
huge success. The Student Center was filled with students 
participating in the afternoon events. 

Students enjoyed free food and entertainment while hav
ing the opportunity to learn about the various clubs and 
organizations at COM. Although not all clubs had repre
sentatives present, clubs represented included the Student 
Aclivities Board, which organized the even I, and the Stu
dents for Christ club. 

Taking center stage at the Kickoff was lbe Kuumba 
House Dance Theatre. The group was sponsored by the 
COM ·Multi-Cultural Team, Organization of African
American Culture, Student Support Services and SAB. 

• 
• 

• 

Comprised of three female dancers and two male drum* 
mm, the Kuumba Hou:se dancers entertained COM fac* 
ulty, students and staff with various Zulu, Xhosa, Sotho 
and Shangaan dances. The Kuultlba House dancers per
formed .. Soweto Sunrise.'' a combination of dances for 
male and female initiation into adulthood, love and pride. 
Several students were incorpor3tcd into two of the dances. 

The Kuumba House Dance Theatre is a performing arts 
company that creates, teaches and presents the cultural 
experience of African art forms through music. The danc
ers give energetic performances of traditional and con
temporary ritual, ceremonial, social fDd folk dances in 
aulhentic costumes to live music. 

The Kickoff concluded with door prizes: two $10 gift 
certificates to Wal-Mart and one SlO gift certificate to 
Cinemark. 1\vo of the winners were Myia Joiner and 
Courtney Moore. 

• 

•• 

People Speak Out 
By lnleiCOM Edllonud Slaff 

The Texas I>epamn411t'of Tramiponatiou 1111-

nounced the change m the 1ega1 speed limit 011 an 
Texas highway, from 70 mph bad to SS mph. 
The change was brought about because of ex,:es. 
sive ozone alert c1a,. and - of 0llACetll for the 
environmenL Tbcrcfure, lllle!COM a&l:ed: How 
will 1be changed speed limit affect you? 

Judie Olvan,: I to- , 
tallydi&agm,beawse 
it is not right. II is go
ing to take loeger to 
get to your destination. 

Ryu Slrjckl!ad: 
tltlvtng 70mphfor JO 
min11to1 is goina to put 
the same amount of 
polllllioo Into 1be air as 
driving 55 mph for 15 
or20-. 

Matt Braelwr. I lhinl< 
it's unnecessary to re,. 

duce the speed limiL 
The positive.-, oo 
our enviromnent will 
be mmirnol The OOll8 

far outweigh the pmo. 

Jeal4ae. Jutke, It 
illa'tgoingro woit. I'm 
going to bave to get ap 
extra early and mall .. ..,,...re. We should 
proteat; I'm going: to 
aetatk:kelevcryday. 

llmelNfflllllo:ltis 
terrible. Now that I 
have a cu that can 
travel tllal fast. they 
cruoa,t the speed llmit. 

S..e·Recbcr: I don't 
like it. But 1rm«iu1<1 
Ml'aJiact 61'oongestioa 
by everybocly k<:cpiq 
tbe ss mph speed llniit, 
- eve,y1hing would 
bebetter. 

Braadle Smilll: I do 
notthlnktbespeodllmlt 
should becbanp £t back 
to S5 mph. It did .not 

- out befon:. Why 
wwld it- any bet
ter now? 

Pam Vk.brs1lt bas 
good and bad points. 
The good points.,., .... 
..., ODIISefV8lion ad 
fe.wer accideat&. The 
bad aae is it will tue 
loopr to aet to wO<t. 
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Accident claims 
student's life 
ByTARALAND 
Staff Repurter 

Dale Andrew Pepin, 20, a full-lime student at 
College or the Mainland and an active member 
of the journalism program as a reporter for the 
InterCOM. died Jan. 8 in a car accident. Accord
ing to the Texas City Sun, Pepin was traveling 
east on FM 517 at a high rate of speed and lost 
control of his car, taking a sharp curve. He was 
hit on the driver's side by an 18-wheeler. J 

Pepin graduated from Texas City High School · 
in May 1999 and started attending COM lhat fall. 
He had planned to transfer to the University of 
Houston this fall. 

Like many students., Pepin was not sure what 
he wanted to major in. but he bad a passion for 
movies. As a high school studeot be video~ 

... • siicl,. 
as the cheerleadmg squa competitions and ffle:r'

ater productions. I 
Pepin was known for his video camera. 
Once last fall while the lnterCOM staff was I 

working newspaper production, Pepin mentioned 
that he watclted movies like a stockbroker watches 
the !tocks. Every day for hours he would be on 
the Internet looking at soon-to-be-released mov
ies or those already in theaters. With an active 
imaginalion and excellent writing skills, Pepin's 
dream was to one day write film scripts. 

See Movla Page 11 

Dale Pepin, COM Student and lnlorCOM re
porter, lost his Ille In a two-vohlclo accident 
Jan. 8. Pepin, an avid movie buff, waa work
Ing on a video proftcl at Iha time of hla deolh. 
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Tho l<uumba - Danca Theatre perlorma at lha W91conie Bliek Kickoff Jan. 29 In Ille ~ canter. The 
dancera INCh and p,-nt Iha cuftural experience of African arto to COM pm1cip11nta. The dancera .,,_,11oc1 
one of..,,.,.. aventa - took place at COM In honor ot African Amoffcan Hlatory Month.(Photo by Tara land) 

COM honors African Americans 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
AsslstantEditGr 

National African American History Month, more com
monly known as Black History Month, is a time for people 
of all races to gain a better knowledge and understanding 
of the African American culture. 

In 1915 Carter Godwin Woodson, the father of black 
history, founded "the Aswciation for the Study of Negro 
Life and History." Through the association Woodson pro
posed a week be *t aside for the study of black history, 
and in 1926 he realized his dream. Woodson chose the 
second week of February for the observance because of 
its proximity to Abraham Lincoln's birthday. In 1976 tbe 
association further succeeded in expanding the observance 

to what we know today as National African American 
History Month. 

This year President George W. Bush, in a White House 
press release, proclaimed "The Color Line Revisited: Is 
Racism Dead?" ll5 the theme for this year's celebration. 

Black History Month is a time to celebrate and acknowl· 
edge the accomplishments of African Americans of the 
past and present. W.E.B. Du Bois is best known for his 
part in founding the National Association for the Advance• 
ment of Colored People in 1909 and helping the associa
tion to become the single most influential organization 
for African Americans. 

One of the more well-known black leaders of today is 
Gen. Colin Powell. Powell, the current U.S. Secretary of 

See Hiatorical Page 11 

Music professors raise scholarship funds 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Members of the College of the Mainland Performing 
and Visual Arts faculty presented a Faculty Recital Jan. 
31 to raise money for music scholarships. 

Scholarships for music and art students, whicjl had pre
viously been available through the President's' Account, 
were discontinued as of this semester. 

Funds for the President's Account come from revenues 
generated from campus vending machines, the bookstore 
and the Child Development utb. 

When Dr. Homer .. Butch" Hayes took over as COM 
president, he made the decision to make the funds avail
able oot <>n½' to music and art students but also to stu
dents who may have oo other way to fund their college 

• 

tuition. "Funds are used to support activities for which 
tax revenue cannot be used." Dr. Hayes said. 

Dr. Hayes made the decision to use the funds not only 
for scholarships, but also for other activitie& such as send
ing Phi 1beta Kappa members to state and national events. 

With the loos of the scholarship money, Professor James 
Heffel, director of vocal music activities, decided to take 
matters into his own hands and with the help of other 
music instructors organized a scholarship benefil charg
ing a $10 admission fee. Heffel said, "It is very" rare to 
have an entire performing arts music faculty who are all 
of professional performance calibre." 

Hcffel opened the benefit singing solos in baritone. 
Music Professor Sparky Koerner played solos oo trum
pet and fluegelhorn. Associate Professor Paul Boyd ac~ 

See Faculty's P- 11 
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Editorials/News 

(ampai!Jn 
fundrni 5 er" 

Advice for students lost on COM campus 

As a student returning to college after a long hiatus, 
I've managed to ma.k.e my way around campus for a few 
weeks, and I'm learning a lot in the process. There are a 
few things, however, that should have been mentioned at 
the time I paid tuition. 

For example, everyone should be warned that if you 
cannot type-or at least hunt and peck-on a keyboard 
you are in trouble. Computers are here to stay, which is 
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probably best since most professors can't decipher my 
encrypted doctor's handwriting anyway. 

Don't forget your floppy disk. Even if you don't have 
a computeMelated class, it has been my experience that 
eventually you will need one. In the end the floppy may 
only be used as an expensive coaster for your classroom 
beverage, but a( least you are prepared. 

Park at the first open space you find. Do not think you 
can overcome what I am sure is years of planning by the 
physical education staff to make sure at least ooe of your 
classes is all the way across campus. 

Watch out for P.E. Although this class is cleverly 
disguised as an easy credit, think twice before signing . 
up. A mile feels longer than it used to and now they 
actually give wriuen tests. 

Bring a towel to P.E. Nothing is worse than having to 
stand buck naked under a hair dryer for 20 minutes. 

Carrying your textbooks in a paper bag will not work. 
Besides being functional, a backpack is an eMential part 
of your school ensemble that represents who you are and 
what you are about, or so I'm told. 

Do not play pool in the Student Center. The guys that 
hang out there are descendants of Slick Willy and will 
run the table before you can pick out a pool cue. That is 
definitely not stress relieving. 

Ignore the complaints about the food in the cafeteria. 
After cooking for myself for a few years. I've gotten less 
picky in Ibis area. If it's warm and not moving, il's good 
enough for me. 

Beware of the ducks! I understand they are cute and 
practically beg to be petted. but watch out. They are 
greal fun until you try to feed them by hand. Then it's a . 
bad re-creation of the B movie Carnivore Duck with 
your fmgers playing the part of victim. AJ,o think about 
this before approaching our fowl friends. Running from 
a hungry duck across campus cannot be done in any 
graceful or redeeming fashion. 

Considering I've only been here a few weeks, I think 
I've done quite well. I'm not failing any courses. and I 
haven't forgotten my P.B. towel in awhile. Now if I 
could ooly figure out how to get a ride from one class to 
another on one of those golf carts going by .... 
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Will mandated speed 
limit be challenged? 

D 11lellt. ":bai . .. . 
' 

We all know it's coming. No one likes it. It could be 
here as early as March. What am I talking about? The 
dreaded speed limit reduction on Texas highways. 

The politicians tell you it must be done to lower the 
pollution rate. They might be able to fool you-with all 
their fast talking mumbo jumbo-into thinking it's 
necessary. But when you clear away all the clutter you 
might ask, .. Will Texans actually benefit?" 

I am asking the same question everyone else is. "What 
is the point?" 

If you think about it-which the government hopes 
you don't-you will see the reduction as a clever scheme 
for the "fat cats" to get fatter. The day those signs go up 
the highway patrol cronies, who have nothing better to 
do but sit on the side of the road, hiding in a bush, radar 
gun in hand, will be waiting for those unlucky souls who 
forgot that 70 is no longer the legal speed limit. 

Tickets will flow like water. Will that money go to the 
environment? I wouldn't bold my breath. Don't we pay 
enough money to the government? If pollution really is a 
concern, why wasn't it handled earlier? Or if pollution 
really is the concern, shouldn't more attention be paid to 
regulating factories and refmeries? 

Some poople may think. a red11ction from 70 to 55 mph 
rs not a sacrifice, and maybe I'.mjust uyiog to stir 
emotion into something that is better left alone. (Some~ 
one once said, "Why wake a sleeping giant?") But it's 
our right to question something with which we do not 
agree. If 011r complaints go only as far as our family a~d 
friends, aren't we just spouting a bunch of hot air? What 
can your family and friends do about the changed speed 
limit besides nod their heads in agreement. To sin by 
silence when one must protest makes cowards of men. 

I, like many College of the Mainland students. do not 
live in Texas City. I get up an hour before my classes 
actually begin to make sure I get to the campus oo time. 
Most of my classes are in the morning, so that means if I 
have an 8 a.m. class, I have to leave Galveston by 7:30. 
This becomes a pain and an irritant depending on 
whether or not I sleep well the nigfit before. With the 
speed limit changing, 1 will have to get up even earlier to 
make sure I am at COM at the right time. "Why not just 
go to later classes?" you ask. I, like others, have to work 
and can only schedule classes in the mornings. 

I'm sure others f~I the same way. We should protest 
lhe speed limit change. If you look back in history, 
nothing significant has been done for people unless they 
joined together, spoke out for what they wanted and 
pushed unlil they got it Why do people settle for 
ridiculous laws without looking al the big picture? Put 
simply, Americans arc too busy to worry about such 
things as speed limit changes. But if we don't wake up 
soon. those problems will spawn other problems. 

Soon enough the speed.limit will be in place. After a 
few months it will be the nonn. It will become a routine 
in our daily commute and soon tbe arguments against it 
will be forgotten. This is what the governmenl hopes for. 
So as long as we are too busy with the activities, 
schedules and problems of our own lives. the politicians 
will continue to do as they please no matter how unfair. 
What a democracy! 

Just remember when you are behind a slow driver 
pushing 60 mph and you are laying on your car horn 
ready to punch the guy in the face, it's ooly a matter of 
time until we will all be driving like turtles. If nothing 
else it will be an exercise in patience . 

• 

Movie buff desires 
to film screenplay 
Continued from Page 1-----------

While in high school Pepin wrote a short skit called, 
"Five Days Later." At the time of his death, he was work
ing on filming the skit. It was about friends and family 
trying to get over a loved one's death when they discover 
that he had an explanation for his suicide in the pocket of 
the suit he was wearing. Determined to find an answer 
they think up ways to get to that note. Pepin had arrange
ments with local cemeteries and other places to film his 
15-minute video. He had friends willing to help and was 
hoping to make the video the first step in his career. 

Students in high school and college often arc stuck with 
jobs they really do not enjoy. Not Pepin! He only had jobs 
at movie rental places. He first worked at Empire Video, 
then Hollywood Video, and for the last year and a half he 
worked at Blockbuster Video. He enjoyed working at those 
places because he was able to learn more about movies 
and tell others what he knew about the movies. 

Funeral services for Pepin were held Jan. 11 at Emken
Linton Funeral Home in Texas City. Burial was at Forest 
Park East Cemetery in Webster. 

Survivors include his mother Karen Pyyko; father and 
stepmother Ruth and Albert Pepin; grandmother Mildred 
Corvelli and husband Alfred; grandparents Rudy and 
Helen Pepin; brothers Bryan Pepin. Jared and Jason 
Castille; sisters Alicia Milutin and Ashley Stanich; aunts 
Rita Harrington and Charlotte Pepin; uncles R. Lee Pepin, 
Kenny and William Pyyko; nephew Kory Allen and niece 
Kirsten Allen; and numerous other relatives and friends. 

Harry Potter's box 
--jf!--_office .succes'1 ·· • 

By Dale Pepin 
Staff Reporter 

,I 

People seem to relish escapism. hence films are 
a pastime. Taking a pilgrimag"e to a wizard school 
seems like a swell start. 

Harry Potter and the Sorceror's Stone has 
belted many box office records for weeks and it 
seems inevitable to cross over the $300 million 
mark domestically. but most importantly, it has 
perhaps provided a slight relief from monotony. 

J.K. Rowling's book explores a realm of magic, 
monsters and heroics as it foUows the young wiz
ard Harry Potter through his escapades with ec
centric teachers, nefarious conspiracies and a dark 
wizard of macabre power. 

We learn of Potter's origins. his scar and fol
low his journey with fellow friends as they it
tend Hogwarts, the school for witchcraft. 

Dazzling scenes of Quidditch, a sport combin
ing football and soccer played on broomsticks, 
giants, dragons and encounters with trolls create 
a mystical atmosphere of danger and intrigue. 

By the end of the picture, an entire denizen of 
fascinating characters is brought to life, setting 
the stage for future adventures with magic folk. 
and muggles alike (m"uggles are non-magic folk, 
as told eatly in the film). 

In essence, the movie explores one boy's 
metam.orphasis from an outsider who is stripped 
of love and kinship, to an idolized savant who 
has found acceptance and a sense of destiny. 

And with just the flick of a wand, our minds 
are spellbound with anticipation of more antics 
in upcoming installments with Rowling's other 
Potter books.soon to be released in cinemas. 

E.dilor S note: TnU 1tory W1U origiMll:r written for the (h. 

cember issue of lnterCOM; we ,ww print~ Harry Potter' 
tn'KW in rru:mo,y of &lt1 Pq,ul. 

• 

laterCOM, Febnwy 2802, Page 11 

Sparky'• Jazz Expfff9 porfomlo at the Faculty Aecllal Jan. 31 In the Fl11t1Arta Recltal Hall, Room.F-117. From lelt 
are Ethen Alkln11011 on guitar, lllke Lalavln on druma, Brian CaNY on boas guttar and Spar!ly Koerner on 
trumpet. Tho bonefl1 rat- money for mualc ocholarohlpa. (Photo t,y Aprtl Brandon) 

Faculty's musical talents showcased 
Continued from Page 1 ---------
companied Heffel and Koerner's solos on piano and per
formed "Dorian Prelude," a piece be composed. Adjunct 
Instructor Ethan Atkinson played solos on the guitar. 

The nearly two-hour show ended with Spark:y's Jazz 
Express, which included Koerner on the trum.pet;Atkinson 
on the guitar; Brian Casey, assistant band director at 
Brazoswood High School, on the bass guitar; and Mike 
Lefavbre, owner of Houston Percussion Center, on the 
drums. Sparky's Jazz Express dedicated "There Will 
Never Be Another You" to the audience and further dedi
cated "My One and Only Love" to his wife. 

Koerner said. "The main reason to raise money for mu
sic scholarships is so that the music faculty can recruit 
talented students from local high schools and help them 
with their tuition." 

The recital was followed by a patrons' reception which 
was generously provided by Norman and Jean Koneman. 

"We have had some people in the community who have 
been absolutely wonderful right off the bat," Heffel said. 

Those interested in making personal or corporate do
nations to the music scholarship fund should contact 
Heffel or Koerner at (409) 938-1211 orloll free I (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 200 or Ext. 347, respectively. 

Historical successes prevelant 
Continued from Page 1 Not to be overlooked, are the outstanding achievements 
State, also is favored by many to become the first black of record and film producer, song writer, performer and 
U.S. president. ';'"~';""'"~~~~~-,.-~entertainer Quincy Jones. The computer and lechnical 

African American accomplishments are readil)' visible world al6o 6enelited from the aconipllstmrent!tof Ron 
in today's society, just as they were in times past. Cadet. president and chief executive officer of Bay View 

Dr. Charles Drew, most famous for his research on blood Systems Inc., which currently launched a new digital and 
plasma, received his medical degree from Columbia Uni- audio system called Duolizer, which will satisfy the re-
versity in 1940. While researching the collection and stor- cording industry and will replace Nabster. 
age of blood at Columbia, Drew concluded that blood College of the Mainland celebrates African American 
plasma could be used in blood transfusions instead of History Month throu~ Feb. 28. The COM festivities in 4 

whole blood since it lasted longer and was less likely to eluded something for everyone from a Martin Luther King 
become contaminated. Drew was later named director of Jr. tribute presented by Phi Theta Kappa (the International 
the Red Cross Blood Bank and assistant director of the Honor Society for the Two-Year College) to a "Dress for 
National Reasearch C.ouncil. Ironically in 1950 while driv- Success" Fashion Show and Luncheon, which will be held 
ing to the Andrew Medical Clinic in Tuskegee, Ala., Drew Tuesday, Feb. 26, at 12:30 p.m. in the Student Center. 
was critically injured in an automobile accident. He was The COM celebration will conclude·Thursday, Feb. 28, 
not admitted to the closest hospital because of his race. at 12:30 p.m. with a Multicultural Lunch Fest in the Stu-
By lhe lime Drew could be ttansported lo a hospilal lhal denl Cenler Sun Room. All COM students, facully and 
would treat him, he died from loss of blood. ' staff are invited. Although there is no admission fee for 

Presently there is no lack of black leaders in politics, the luncheon. guests are required to bring a covered dish, 
sports. entertaig..m.ent and business. Always involved in representing their culture, to share with others. 
the fight for the underdog, Rev. Jesse Jackson currently AfricanAmcricansbavemademaoygreatcontributions. 
is lending a helping hand to the Enron employees who However. the one month that celebrates black history is 
were blindsided by the company's demise at the hands of not enough time to discover all the accomplishments of 
its corporate leaders. the African American people. 

SAB to host Combat Mini-Triathlon 
The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board 

will sponsor a Combat Mini-Triathlon to be held May 25 
at 7:30 a.m. beginning in lhe COM Gym. 

Entries are limited to the first 300 people to register. 
The event will consist of a 300-yard swim, a IS-mile 

bike ride and a 3-mile run. 
Toe registration fee is $35 for individuals and $55 for 

relay teams prior to May 10. After May 10 the fee is raised 
to $45 for individuals and $65 for teams. 

For more information contact Maryann Urick, coordi
nator of Recreational Programs and Student Activities and 
SAB adviser, at ( 409) 938-1211 or loll free I (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 418. 
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Campus Life 

Noted scholars lead SBSL conference 
By OIA KAREEM 
Staff Reporter 

The Southwestern Black Student Leadership Confer
ence was held in College Station at Texas A&M Univer
sity Jan. 17-20. The College of the Mainland Organir.:a
tion of African-American Culture, which focuses on ac
knowledging the accomplishments of African Americans 
in the past and present and teaches members about their 
rich culture, participated in the conference. 

The conference featured a number of seminars given 
by prestigious men and women, such as Ors. Rod and 
Laurie H. Fluker, Margaret Grifith and Leonard Shepherd. 
Topics included: "Can't We All Just Get Along? Accept
ing the Challenge to Manage Conflict"; the discussion 
centered on conflict management. "Ready, Sex, Go," was 
an interactive session on sexually transmitted diseases, 
HIV/ AIDS and other sexual health iS5ues. The "Five Steps 
to Academic Success" showed students how to become 
academic successes by using five proven steps. 

This was the 14th annual SBSLC and the theme for 
this year's conference was "The Call to Action: Leaders 
Accepting the Challenge." 

Vice President of Student Affairs at Texas A&M Uni
versity J. Malon Southerland said at the start of the con
ference, "It promises to provide you with the knowledge 
and tools useful for your future leadership roles." 

Aside from stimulating seminars, many open forums 
were available so students could meet and greet all the 

. seminar speakers. The NAACP, Imanni Expressions and 
Amistad Books were among the many who served as par
ticipants in the Vendor Fair, which featured books among 
other things. Wal-Mart, State Farm Insurance and the 
Marine Corps were participants in a career fair. 

An awards banquet was held the la.st day of the confer
ence. This banquet served to congratulate winners of the 
Oratorical Contest An award also was given to the Uni
versity of Connecticut for traveling the farthest. For the 
past two years COM had won the award for registering 
first, but Texas Tech University in Lubbock took home 

that award this year. 
Recognition was given to the Charles E. Williams II 

Advanced Leadership Institute, before known as the Ad
vanced Leadership Institute. The institute, established in 
1999, was recently re-named for Williams, who at the time 
of his death was a student at TexasA&M University. Wil
liams, a native of Galveston, was killed in an automobile 
accident on March 3, 2000, shortly before he would have 
graduated. His cause of death was ironic because in 1998 
he was diagnosed with leukemia. 

"The purpose of the institute is to provide opponuni
ties for exemplary student leaders to engage in an in-depth 
experience that will prepare them to be transformational 
leaders on the campus and in their communities," the 
SBSLC staff explained in their catalog given out on the 
first day of the conference. Williams was initiated into 
the Nu Alpha Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity Inc. 
in 1998. An article in the SBSLC catalog about Willimams 
states, "Charles leaves a legacy that is filled with deter
mination, conviction and immeasurable faith." 

The keynote address was given by Dr. Na'im Akbar, a 
fonner associate professor at Norfolk State University in 
Virginia and chairman of the Morehouse College (Atlanta) 
Psychology Department. 

"I am certain that the 14th annual conference will sur
pass the high standards of its predecessors," stated Ray 
Bowen, president of Texas A&M, in the SBSLC catalog. 

This conference was attended by the folJowing OAAC 
members: Tashiba Bryant, president; Roy Dixon, vice 
president; George West, assistant secretary; Jai LaBlanc, 
treasurer; George Howard, assistant treasurer; this re
porter, parliamentarian; Karla Brown; Toki Lewis; Alicia 
Gardea; Chris Taylor; and Shae Woods. COM Student 
Government members attending the conference were, 
Courtney Johnson, president; Selma Kishwar, treasurer; 
and Arnesha Williams, parliamentarian. 

Jeanette Slaughter, OAAC adviser; James Shippy, SG 
adviser; Beverly Mitchell, SG co-adviser and Patricia 
Jackson, director of COM Career Services, accompanied 
the students on their trip 

Professors help students write successfully 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

The Writing Center, open courtesy of the College 
of the Mainland Humanities Team.- is ready to assist 
students once again this semester. 

The center, located on the right hand side of the 
upstairs mezzanine of the Leaming Resources Cen
ter Library, moved one year ago from Suite B of the 
LRC. Last fall Dr. Gilchrist White, English professor 
and director of the Writing Center, proclaimed a suc
cess with more students making use of the center each 
semester since the move. 

This semester has brought yet another change to 
the Writing Center. Brian Gately is the new student 
assistant for the center and will help with clerical work 
and eventually will peer tutor. 

The center, staffed by English professors, does not 
limit its services to English papers; profes.wrs will 
assist students with papers on any topic, for any sub~ 

· ject. "Professors also will aid students in writing ap
plication letters to four year universities or profes
sional programs," Dr. White said. 

The center is available to students who need help 
with brainstorming ideas, focusing on a topic, clari
fying ideas, organization, development of the es.say, 
grammar, punctuation, spelling and the mechanics of 
writing. Professors will offer honest feedback about 
papers and work with students on a regular basis to 
help them overcome specific weaknesses and to de-

• 

velop their writing strengths. 
English professors will not, however, edit papers, 

rewrite sentences, discuss grades given by other pro
fessors, predict grades or provide topics for papers. 

The Developmental Writing Lab, located in Room 
L-248 of the LRC, continues to be available with com
puter-aided instruction. The lab will aid students with 
gmnmar and mechanical problems. 

The Writing Center is open this spring during the 
following hours: Mondays, 10 a.m.-noon and 12:30-
5:45 p.m.; Tuesdays and Thursdays, 11 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. and 3-5 p.m.; Wednesdays, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
and 2-6 p.m.; and Fridays, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. Walk-ins 
are welcome, but appointments are encouraged. 

The developmental writing lab hours are Mondays 
through Thursdays, 8 a.m.-9:20 p.m.; Fridays, 8 a.m.-
1 p.m.; and Saturdays, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

The Writing Center cannot be staffed during the 
evenings and Saturdays. However, an e-mail addreS5 
is available to students whose schedules conflict with 
the center's hours. Students may e-mail specific ques
tions concerning their papers to 
<Writingcenter@mail.mainland.cc.tx.us>. Students 
should not e-mail entire papers without addressing 
spec,ific concerns. Dr. White hopes to respond to e
mails within 24 hours. 

For more infonnation or to make an appointment,· 
call (409) 938-1211 or'toll free I (888) 258-8859, 
Ext. 220, Writing Center or Ext. 218, Developmental 
Writing Lab. 

• 

• 

Ola Kareem models a "hat" for the "The Crowning of 
our Heritage" Fashion Show and Dinner Feb. 15. The 
show was part of the COM African American History 
Month celobratlon. (Photo by Kristy Roberta) 

Attention disorder 
also can affect adults 
By JENNIFER DEMETRIOS 
Staff Repomr 

Attention Deficit Disorder is often associated with chil
dren, but adults also may suffer from ADD. 

Adults with ADD often are thought of as spacey or day
dreamers. They stumble through life frustrated and un
aware they suffer from a treatable condition. They have 
trouble noticing they have a problem until they move out 
of their parents' home and start to live on their own. Adult 
sufferers must then rely on themselves to manage their 
time, which in itself is a struggle because of the disorder. 

Although adults with ADD may appear to be interested 
or listening to a conversation inactivity, their minds actu
ally are going in a million directions. It is often difficult 
for ADD suffers to climb the corporate ladder because 

' they are disorganized. This is seen by their bosses as an 
inability to do their assignments. Not only d0Cs their work 
suffer, but also their personal lives, as a result of battles 
with absentmindedness and general memory problems. 
These problems can lead to on.kept promises. 

Other problems adults have due to ADD include feel
ing tired or mentally sluggtish, procrastination, trouble 
with impulsiveness, not knowing whether their behavior 
is appropriate and having short attention spans. Paying 
altention to something not relatively exciting but vital, 
such as sitting down to pay bills can be overwhelming. 
However, when interested in something, adult sufferers 
can stay highly-almost obsessivly-focused, according 
to the National Attention Deficit Disorder Association. 

People battle ADD because! "they often go undiagnosed 
and untreated," said Dr. Tunothy Butcher, in a Baylor Col
lege of Medicine preS5 release. He added some adult suf
fers are diagnosed and treated during childhood, and er
roneously believe they no longer require treatment. This 
is a critical ei:ror. "ADD was long considered a develop- · 
mental disorder that children outgrew during adoles
cence," said Dr. Butcher, the director of the Clinic for 
Adult Attention Problems at Baylor College of Medicine. 
"Now we know that simply is not true. ADD (which is 
quite treatable) is a brain·based problem that can and of
ten does, persist into adulthood." 

Although the problem lingers into adulthood, it can be 
treated. Treatment includes medication and/or therapy. 
Counseling also is avaliable for family members or friends 
to help them understand adults with ADD. 
1 If you or someone you know suffers from ADD, get in 
touch with your local health care provider to be tested. 

I 

Folk singers Karen Brandow and Charlie King, gave three pertormances at COM Feb 4. King has made 18 con
secutive annual perfomances at COM. The pair sings about controv-.lal Issues that surround Americans today 
and tour throughout the country performing their original songs and those of other folk song writers. 

King of folk entertains COM students 
By KRISTY ROBERl'S 
Assistant Editor 

Charlie King has been entertaining College of the Main
land students. faculty and staff for 18 years, and this year 
was no exception. 

King, with veteran folk singer Karen Brandow, enter
tained audience three time Feb. 4 With folk tunes that dealt 
with everything wrong in the world today. 

The songs, while all dealt with real issues, were mostly 
presented in a humorous fashion. The duo poked fun at 
Jhe SUV (sport utility vehicle) drivers of the world. But 
rest assured, despite their song, most SUV drivers are not 
going to give up their vehicle in lieu of walking. 

They also made quite a joke of Dr. Laura, the doctor 
who is not really a doctor at all. Then why do millions of 
people listen to her talk show? Their point exactly! 

Nothing about the wrongs of the world was left out, as 
the duo sang about everything from condonis to civil un
rest to the Middle East. However, with King and Brandow, 
nothing is sacred as they also sang tunes involving the 
Sesame Street moppets and that ever-sweet and fun-lov
ing character, Burt. Who knows, he may be sinister. 
Brandow showed the audience a comparison picture of 
Burt and Osama bin Laden, and they do f8vor each other. 

Yet on the more serious side, Brandow was able to sway 
the audience with a ballad performed entirely in Spanish 
about the United States intervention in Chile in the 1970s. 

The singing and song-writing duo tour throughout the 
country performing their own songs as well as songs writ
ten by other folk singers. If you missed them at COM, 
and would like information on any of their upcoming 
shows, check out King and Brandow's Web site at 
<WWW.CHARLIEKING.ORG>. 

African-American art work displayed 
By MYRA RUCKER 
Staff ReporlA!r 

This spring the College of the Mainland Art Gallery is 
featuring the paintings of African-American artist Leamon 
Green through Feb. 21. 

Green's work deals with the issues of identity, that sur~ 
round him as a black artist, and how he weaves those is
sues-along with his personal life-to create intensely 
vivid paintings. He sees his subjects fitting into one of 
two categories: portraits or objects. 

Green is interested in printmaking and how it looks 
within the context of his paintings. He strives to incorpo
rate his style of printmaking into his paintings. Using 
woodcutting and silk screening, he employs a technique 
that he refers to as "layering" to obtain the desired look. 
He paints on paper and then mounts the paper onto 
foamboard. Interestingly, he uses no frames in his paint
ings, and his larger works seem almost placed together as 
if in a puzzle. 

In these mixed media pieces on display in the COM 
Gallery, Green, who teaches at Texas Southern Univer
sity, has used African sculptures he owns and by juxtapo
sition has placed them beside a portrait of a modem man. 

"Art is an evolving thing; it grows and changes as one 
works on ii," Green said. ··My paintings are how the black 
male is perceived and how he perceives himself in 

, 

• 

America. Everyone has a view and this is mine." At his 
opening Jan 22, he talked about barriers and that they are 
not always seen as ugly, but that they still are barriers. 
Green uses photo archives for the portraits, and then res
urrects the people by placing them in his paintings. 

The artist said he starts his ideas in sketchbooks that 
go on to larger sheets of paper, then on to paintings. Each 
of his paintings has its own visual translation for him; 
and the resurrection theme is one central factor. 

Dpring a lively question and answer time, Mark 
Greenwalt, one of the COM art professors said, "The res
urrecting that is in these painlings re-enters the world as 
a new thing, while the layers of history that are seen in 
these works, come up to the present." 

The cross-cultural effect of Christian and African art
work is seen as relevant in these unusual paintings. The 
natural way that Green makes his artistic decision is al
lowing changes to remain and become part of the pro
cess, which then becomes the "layering." He leaves 
changes for interest and for deJelopment's sake. 

Al the end of Green's tallc, Janet Hassinger, the gallery's 
curator closed with these words, "Creation makes the 
painting; the viewer then re-creates it in his own inter
pretation of the piece." 

Green's works may be viewed during gallery hours: 
Mondays, 10:30-5 p.m.; Wednesdays, noon-6 p.m.; and 
Thursday5, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 

lnterCOM, Fellran 2811, hn 3 

Distribution of 9/11 
funds questionable 

Kristy 
Roberts 

I do not believe you will find a person who does not 
sympathize with the families who lost loved ones in the 
tragic events of Sept. 11. Nor do I believe you will find a 
person who does not deem those families deserving of 
some sort of financial support. But when did we start 
putting a value on people's lives based on their educa
tion, job earnings or social stat\J,s? 

Determining a person's worth is the most vexing 
question facing the U.S. Justice Department committee 
overseeing the compensation fund for the government. 

Shortly after the "9/11" tragedy, the government set up 
a special fund called the "compensation fund" for the ' 
families who lost loved ones. Since that day controversy 
has reigned over how to divide those funds:Questions of 
fairness and equality have come from Sen. Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, 0-N.Y.; Rep. Martin Meehan, D
Mass.; New York Gov. George Pataki; and many others. 

Many of us heard news reports that each family will 
receive $1.65 million; however, I found that to be 
somewhat misleading. 

Kenneth R. Feinberg, special master (a fancy term 
meaning he was appointed by ilfe president to oversee 
the fund) for the Justice DeAartment, developed the fund 
regulations and asked the Justice Departinent to oversee 
all legalities,. 

This all sounds fme, but t,he problem is deciding 
exactly what the regulations should be. 

The regulations for the fund -are based upon a "pro
jected compensation sum," which basically says that if 
you are wealthy you are entitled to a bigger piece of the 
pie. But if you are poor or an illegal immigrant, your 
share of the pie will be tremendously reduced. Some 
may ask, "What is wrong with the way the funds are to 
be disbursed? They are trying to be fair." 

I ask, what is fair about the family of an illegal 
immigrant who came to this country so that his or her 
family could have a better life. That family now cannoi: 
eat or clothe themselves and are too afraid to come 
forward to claim their share for fear of being deported? 

According to a Jan. 14 New York Ttmes article, .. Sept. 
11 Victims Criticize Compensation Plan," a person 65 
years old, with no dependent children who earned 
$25,000 annually, would qualify for $500,000 in 
compensation. But a person 40 years old, with a spouse 
and two children who earned $100,000, annually would 
qualify for $1.8 million. Does this not foUow the age-old 
adage of the rich get richer while the poor get poorer? 

Since when does one person or one government entity 
get to decide that a 65-year-old person who may have 
been making $25,000, would not hil the lottery that next 
day and become a millionaire? And how does that one 
person or entity .know that that 40-year-old making 
$100,000 would not have been killed the next day in an 
accident? And who is to say that a person, gay or 

lesbian, in a 20-year relationship is not the next of kin of 
his or her partner who fell victim to the tragic events? 

If the fund is to be equally and fairly distributed to all 
families, shouldn't the Justice Department determine 
bow many families actually lost loved ones in the events 
of 9/11? After that determination is made, the depart
ment should divide the pie equally by that number of 
families. Just because the poor have always been 
oppressed, must the Justice Department continue that 
tradition? Why are the poor, the immigrants, legal or 
otherwise, not treated equally? 

No one person, and certainly no government body, 
should have the right to detennine a person's worth 
bases upon bis or her level of education or social status 
or employment income. 
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News/Features 

• The Gulf Coast Regional lllood Center attaactwd 78 donors at the COIi Biood Drive sponsored by the SAS Feb. 
sand 6 In the Student Center. The Blood Center will return to COIi June 11 and .12. For more Information contact 
the Blood Center toll frH at 1 (800) GV-BLOOD/482-5663. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Blood Center trades T-shirts for blood 
By RANDY GOODE 
Staff Reporter 

The Gulf Coast Reginal Blood Center was on hand Feb. 
5 and 6 at the College of the Mainland Student Center lo 

receive blood donations. The Student Activities Board 
sponsored the C;"ent, at which 78 people donated blood 
during the two-day event. 

Not everyone wanting to donate was able to due to cer
tain restrictions. "Colds and recent tattoos are the most 
common reasons for ineligibilty," said Blood Center phlc
botomist Hope Hawkins. ''Anyone having a tattoo less 
than 1 year old is unable to give blood." Other reasons 
for ineligibility range from using antibiotics and recent 
dental work to ear and body piercing. 

Although type O negative blood is heavily sought for 
its universal application. all blood types arc needed. 

The average donor gives one pint of blood per dona 4 

tion and is able to give again in only eight weeks. Fasting 

is not recommended before or after donating. If the donor 
has been vaccinated or takes blood pressure medication, 
dOnating blood will not weaken the effectiveness. 

After being collected the donated blood is sent to the 
lab to be separated into its various pans. Testing begins 
after 48 hours and when completed, the finished products 
are shipped to their final destinations. 

Although most donors cite a willingness to help others 
as their reason to give blood, there are other advantages. 
Blood Assurance is a program designed IO provide needed 
transfusions to donors and their families. The donor may 
also specify a particular family other than his or her own 
or even two people of different families-named at the 
time of donation-to receive this benefit. 

Everyone who donated blood received a free T-shirt. 
To donate again at COM. visit the Student Center June 11 
and 12 when the Blood Center returns. 

For more information call 1-888-GV-BLOOD or online 
<WWW.givcblood.org>. 

Hand washing minimizes risk of disease 
By RANDY GOODE 
Staff"Reporter 

The Center for Disease Control warns that not washing 
your hands frequently can lead to a variety of health prob
lems. Colds are the most common illnesses., but there are 
other more serious diseases that can be attributed to ev
eryday contact. 

The CDC currently lists hepatitis A, meningitis and in
fectious diarrhea as serious viruses related to poor hand 
washing ha hits. There are several easy to remember hand 
washing steps that will minimize your chances of getting 
any of these diseases. 

Make sure lo wet your hands thoroughly before apply
ing soap. Next rub your hands together vigorously for at 
least 10 seconds before rinsing and drying. The combina 4 

tion of the soap and rubbing is the catalyst that helps re-

move and kiU germs. 
A Baylor College of Medicine health news release also 

suggests the following tips to help reduce the probability 
. of contracting a virus through direct contact: 

•"Avoid hand contact with your mouth, nose and eyes." 
• "Avoid sharing cups, silverware and towels." 
· .. Use a hand sanitizer as an alternative when soap and 

water are not available. This kills 99 percent of germs and 
bacteria." 

• "Instead of handkerchiefs, use disposable tissues. 
Handkerchiefs are breeding grounds for germs."' 

• "Don't forget to wipe down faucets, doorknobs and 
light switches. Germs can be easily lransmitted through 
any household due to daily conact." 

· "Make sure there is good venilation throughout 
your borne or workplace. If neccessary, go outside for 
some fresh air."' 

. 

Opportunity coming for students to voice concerns 
No holding back! Students of C:Ollege of the Main

land once again will be able to express themselves. 
The Student Activities Board is sponsoring an 

informal .Student Concerns Forum March 7 at 12:30 
p.m. in the Leaming Resources Center Auditorium, 
L-131. During this forum students can voice their 
suggestions or problems regarding their COM ex
perience. James Templer, vice president/dean of In-

struction; Dr. Henry D. Pope, vice presidenVdean 
of College and Financial Services; and Pamela Dav
enport, vice president/dean of Student Services, will 
be on hand to speak with students. 

For more information contact Maryann Uric~ 
coordinator of Recreational Programs and Student 1 • 

Activities. al ( 409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext 418. 

U.S. newspapers 
embedded in history 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Editor'.S' Nore: This is Part I of a three-part series. 
"Were it left to me to decide whether we should have a 

government with newspapers, or newspapers without a 
government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the 
latter," Thomas Jefferson said in 1787. Jefferson, third 
U.S. president, wrote the Declaration of Indepenedence. 

The people of the United States are guaranteed by the 
First Admendment to the Constitution the right to free
dom of speech and of the press. 

The Bill of Rights was proposed in 1789 and became 
part of the Constirution in 1791. So, what were newspa
pers like back then? What about even before 1791? What 
was the first American newspaper? 

According to Frank Luther Mott in his book, American 
Journalism: A History from 1690-1960, in 1638 a press 
was set up in the British colonies. The press was a pan of 
the then 2-year--old Harvard University and was under the 
watchful eye of Cambridge authorities. It was responsible 
for printing publications and books, such as sermons, al
manacs and law books. 

The colonial government established during the early 
1700s did not see printing publications with the same eyes 
as Thomas Jefferson. 

Sir William Berkeley, governor of Virginia for 38 years. 
said: "But, 1 thank God, we have no free schools nor print
ing; and I hope we shall not have these hundred years." 

Nevertheless, newspapers were destined to become an 
important part of American society. 

According to <www.bistoricpages.com> the first 
American newspaper, Publick Occurrences Both Foreign 
and Domestick, was printed by Benjamin Harris in 1690. 
This three-page paper was to be '"furnished (to the pub
lic) once a month," but authorities were not about to al· 
low that to occur. 

Only four days after the first issue was published, the 
Massachusetts go~emor and council declared the paper 
had beeD published "without the least Privity or Counte
nance of Authority." Harris was arrested and all but one 
copy were destroyed. 

It was not until 1704, that a newspaper actually sur4 

vived the government. The Boston News-letter was 
founded by John Campbell, the Boston postmaster. The 
paper was, according to Mott, a single sheet and a bit larger 
than a page of Publick Occurrences. 

Campbell left his position as postmaster and took his 
paper with him. The Boston News 4 1etter survived 72 years. 

William Booker succeeded Campbell in the position of 
postmaster and following in Campbell's footsteps, started 
his own paper, the Boston Gazette. James Franklin, with 
13-year..old Benjamin Franklin, his apprentice and brother, 
was the first printer of the Gazptte. When Booker left the 
post office, he banded the paper over to the new postmas
ter, who took. the Gazette to another printer. 

James Franklin then decided to print his own paper, the 
New England Courant, which first appeared Aug. 7, 1721. 
"Though it lasted only five years and a half, the Courant 
i~ one of the most brilliant and interesting of eighteenth 
century American newspapers," Mott writes. 

Many other firsts occurred in American newspaper his
tory. In 1784. the first daily newspaper, the Pennsylvania 
Piicket and General Advertiser, was printed. 'The first black 
newspaper, Freedom'"s Journal, was printed in 1827, 33 
years before the start of the Civil War. Then according to 
<www.infoplease.com> on Feb. 21, 1828, a four-page 
inaugural issue of The Cherokee Phoenix, was printed in 
both Cherokee and English. 

By 1765 newspapers had spread across the seaports of 
New England, along with the fight for independence. 

By 1783, 43 newspapers were in print, according to 
<www.historicpages.com>. A hundred years later, a cen 4 

sus revealed that 11,314 newspapers were in print in the 
See Newspapers Page 5 
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Diamond shines in 'Mission of Love' world tour 
By DANIEL K. IAI 
Stair Reporter 

Past his prime? Not quite. Legendary singer/songwriter 
Neil Diamond continues to draw record-breaking audi
ences 35 years after he hit the Billboard charts with such 
classics as "Cherry Cherry" and .. Solitary Man." 

At 61 and still going strong. Diamond released his 45th 
album Three Chord Opera in July 2001. This album is a 
collection of some of Diamond's more personal songs. 
The album is a landmark accomplishment for Diamond 
who has not written an album entirely by himself since 
1974's Serenade. In the months following its release, 
Three Chord Opera peaked at the No. 15 spot on the Bill
board Music Chart. In a recent Columbia Records press 
release Diamond said of the album. "It's the story of one 
person trying to deal with the world and himself as seen 
through his eyes and ears." 

With the success of his new album, Diamond began his 

Astrodome hosts 
rodeo for last time 
By DANIEL K. IAI 
Stalf~rter 

Since the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo 
was established in 1932, it has left an impressive 
mark on the entertainment industry as well as 
playing a notable role in enhancing the lives of 
s1udents across Texas. 

This year the Livestock Show and Rodeo cel
ebrates its 70th anniversary and final year at Re
liant Asttodome and Hall, ending March 3. 

The Livestock. Show and Rode.a is ranked as 
the largest rodeo event in the world. It draws up 
lo 1 million spectators and as many as 13,000vol4 

unteers annually. The money earned from the ro
deo is contributed to scholaIS.bips. 

Each year the premiere rodeo competition 
draws the top 60 cowboys and cowgirls from 
around the world to compete in various events. 
This year they are eligible to win $740,000 in prize 
money, a new truck and trophy saddles. Events 
include bareback bronc riding. barrel racing. bull 
riding, calf roping, saddle bronc riding. steer wres
tling and team roping. 

The Livestock Show and Rodeo also draws the 
country's top music performers. Some-of the past 
prominent performers include Elvis Presley, 
Waylon Jennings, who died Feb. 13 of diabetes 
complications, and George Strait. In its final year 
at the Reliant Astrodome, big name entertainers, 
such as Bob Dylan, Neil Diamond, Dixie Chicks, 
ZZ Top and Alan Jackson will take the concert 
spotlight. Strai"t will close out the 2002 rodeo 
with a two-hour concert celebration. 

The youth of Texas benefit the most from ro 4 

deo profits. This year the money for scholarships 
breaks down as follows: $1 million in opportu
nity scholarships, $1.4 million in 4·H scholar
ships, $1.88 million in metropolitan scholarships, 
$150,000 for school art program scholarships, 
$350,CX)() for Go Texan scholarships and $1.6 
million in graduate assistance, endowments and 
research. Since 1957 the rodeo has raised $85 
million in educational support. 

The parking at the Astrodome is limited for the 
rodeo, which opened Feb. 12. Houston Metro pro 4 

vides free shuttle buses to the show and rodeo 
from several locations around Houston. Check out 
<WWW.hlsr.com> for a map, time schedule and 
the event listings which will be going on in the 
upcoming weeks at the rodeo. 
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"Mission of Love" tour across the United States last Oc 4 

tober; he will tour through March. Diamond will expand 
his tour to include England and Australia this summer, 
making this the longest tour of his career. 

The unparalled popularity and impact Diamond's mu. 
sic has had on several generations has been partly due to 
Hollywood and the modem use of his songs. Classics such 
as "Girl You'll be a Woman Soon," redone by Urge 
OverKill for the movie Pulp Fiction, and Smash Mouth's 
version of "I'm a Believer" featured in Disney's Shrek, 
have thrust Diamond back into the music spotlight. 

No stranger to Holl¥wood, Diamond himself has ap
peared in two movies and received a Grammy for writing 
the soundtrack for the movieJonathen Livingston Seagull. 
However, after the 1980s movie The Jazz Singer was re
leased, Diamond did not star in another movie until the 
comedy Saving Silverman was released last year. He has 
a small cameo role in the movie. 

Diamond attributes his success to his fans and to his 

music. According to an interview by the Los Angeles 
Tunes, Diamond said: "The music is the key. It has the 
power to transport you. I go from being a slightly inse
cure, shy kind of person offstage, to this super confident, 
motivated, entity on stage. It's the music that takes me 
there every time." 

As his legacy continues to grow, Diamond exhibits no 
signs of tiring or stopping. Diamond told the Los Angeles 
Times: "I'll never give up the chance to be appreciated 
by 10,000 people all at once. I'll do it as long as I'm 
healthy and able to sing and worth the price of admission. 
As long as people show up, so will r." 

His most recent project has been recording a new duet 
version of bis bit song" America" with Melissa Etheridge 
which was used as theme. music for NBC's promotion of 
the 2002 Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City. 

With 37 Top 40 hits under bis belt, and as h.is music . 
continues to incorporate itself into each generation, some 
may ask: "Is Neil Diamond bigger than the Beatles?" 

PTK fulfills Simms' children's wish lists 
By LORI BOYD 
PTK Chapter Reporter 

Each year Phi Theta Kappa members arc given a spe
cial honors study topic. The current topic, "Customs, Tra
ditions and Celebrations: The Human Drive for Commu
nity," seems to be especially appropriate, considering the 
current state of international affairs, Psychologist 
Abraham Maslow once wrote: "Social needs are a strong 
factor in who we are, what we have become and what we 
will be. To overlook these necessities is detrimental to 
the individual and ultimately to the community." 

While looking for projects that,would relate to this topic, 
members of the COM Sigma Delta chapter of PTK felt it 
was their moral responsibility to help those who cannot 
help themselves or who .do not have the means by which 
to do so. For this reason Sigma Delta announced the 
"Hands Across the Community: The Spirit of Caring" 
holiday drive for humanity. 

Before Christmas P'TK collected non.:perishable food 
and other items for those citizens of the community who 

are less fortunate than others. Collection containers were 
set up at various sites on campus. PTK officers Carol 
Voight and Selma Kishwar contacted the counselor at 
Simms Elementary School in Texas City who helped iden~ 
tify 11 children of needy families and provided their first 
names, sizes and Christmas wish lists, 

Through the generosity of COMunity (COM's union), 
faculty, staff and students, PTK collected approximately 
$800 along with toys, clothes. bicycles, stuffed animals, 
health and beauty aids, and many other items. PTK. mem
bers were able to eventually fill almost every single wish 
on the list and provide a few surprise extras, as well. 

Voight, James Boyd and this reporter spent Dec. 20 
shopping and wrapping gifts. On Dec. 21 students, tac.: 
ulty, stafranc:ftheir family members loaded their cars and 
vans and formed a caravan to Simms Elementary. School 
officials were overwhelmed with emotion at the generos
ity shown by the COM community. 

0n behalf of the children, PTK would like to thank 
COMunity, every team and each person who contributed 
cash and gifts to the families of Simms. 

The Spring 2002 lnterCOM staff gather• for a photo on the stair• outalde the Ln.mlng RaaourcM Center over
looking Lake Eckert. Staff members are (front row, from left) Danlel K. LAI, Jennifer L Ruuo, Ola Kal'Nffl; 
(middle row, from tell) Jennifer Demetrloo, Tara Lend, Managing Editor Aprlt Brandon; (back row, from loll) 
Assistant Editor Kristy Roberta and Randy Goode. Not pictured are cartoonist Chris D. Molla, Myra Rucker, 
gueot odttorlatlot Bubba Gotatruck and lntarCOII odvloer Aotrid H. Lowery. (Photo by Aatrld H. Lowery) 

' ·' • ~ •. 'J, . h q: I l · 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

·' 

·' 

' 

·' 

·' 

·' 

' 

• • 



1 

• 

i 

Pap 8, February 2002, lnlerCOM 

Entertainment 

Bubba's redneck 
· picture show review 

Bubba 
~ 

I've been read in' the revie~s on movies around town 
and think they're all missin' the point. All I want to 
know is, how many chases, how 111,viy impossible feats 
and what types of cool cars do they drive? I know a lot 
of people want to know about the plot, and to those 
people I say: WHIMPS! I wane a movie with some good 
ol' tire squealin' action without all that sissy plot stuff. 

I'm assumin' everyone sees the commercials durin' 
wrestlin', so you already have an idea of what the 
movies are about. So if you've been lookin' for a review 
with a skew, you've come to the right place. 

Training Duy-Denzel Washirigton, Ethan Hawk 
Not the best flick I've ever seen. No action and too 

much talk.in'. Should have gone mud ridin' instead. 
Ocean S Eleven-George Clooney, Julia Roberts, 

Brad Pitt 
Any movie about Las Vegas has to be a winner 

(unless it's about gettin' married). This movie's funny, 
has plenty of action and most importantly the good guy 
gets the money and the girl. 

Joe Somebody-Tim Allen 
I was dragged to this one. If you have to compromise 

it's a lot better than a chick flick. Actually it was funny 
at times, and Jim Belushi plays a great butt-kickin' 
karate instructor. 

Vanilla Sky- Tom Cruise 
I don't know what the heck Tom was smokin' when 

he made this movie. I had a free ticket and asked for my 
money back. 

Kate and Leopold- Meg Ryan, Some Whimp 
Yeah, right. I didn't actually have to see this movie to 

be able to condemn it. I saw a poster and a TV commer
cial. That wa;; painful enough. 

Released on video ('cause football season's over): 
Fast and the Furious-Vin Diesel 
I saw this movie in a charter bus on the way to the 

casino in Louisiana. I couldn't hear it very well but the 
action was awesome! Lots of car chases and then some 
more car chases. There are some really cool stunts and a 
blown big block that does a wheel stand. Did I mention 
the car chases? 

Rush Hour 2-Jackie.Chan, Chris Tucker 
This is an excellent movie. Tons of Jackie Chan 

action and stunts along with Chris Tucker's jokes, which 
make it better than a monster truck show (just kiddin'). 
The outtakes at the end are the best, so don't rewind till 
the tape goes blank. 

A Knight's Tale-Heath Ledger 
No big names in this one. Some decent action and 

great music. Pickin's are slim now that football season's 
over. YQu have to see the very end of the tape after the 
credits to get the full effect. 

American Ouilaws-Colin Farrel 
Cool Jesse James flick with lots of shootin' and bank 

robbin' goin' on. Fast paced with lots of action. 
Final Fantasy: The Spirits Within-Cartoon People 
Any time I can watch a cartoon on a weekday I'm a 

happy camper. This cartoon's a little hard to follow and 
some parts are downright we~ but then again Scooby 
Doo didn't always make sense either. 

December issue photo cutline correction 
The December issue of lnterCOM incorrectly identi

fied E.W. Cruse, a U.S. Marine veteran, as James "Elmo" 
Knapp in the single photo cutline at the top of Page 12. 
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Byron Hambrick performs at the Mardi Gras Karaoke Party sponsored by SAB In the Student Center Feb 5. 
Students were able to show off their talents wtthout worrying about making tools ot themselves since moat 
contestants wore Mardi Gras masks and used props. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Revelers flock to Galveston Mardi Gras 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

The most festive event of the year in southeast Texas 
has become the annual Mardi Gras celebration. With the 
theme of the .. British Isles," it marked the 18th continu· 
ous year of the celebration held on Galveston Island. 

The kickoff of this year's Mardi Gras was no different 
and no less festive than in previous years. The annual 
Krewe of Aquarius Barn Bash began promptly (actually 
early) at 6:30 p.m. Feb. 1. For the s.mall price of $10, rev· 
elers were allowed all the food, beer and soda they could 
eat and drink. The annual Krewe event had everything 
from live bands to the actual parade floats that patrons 
could tour to get a firsthand feeling of riding on one. 

The ~ost sought after items at any Mardi Gras celebra· 
tion are the beads, beads, beads. Beads of every kind from 
plain and simple colored ones to, of course, the more 
sought after, extremely pornographic ones that seem to 

attract every person's attention (yes, male and female 
alike) were thrown into the eagerly waiting crowd. 

With all the festivities of the Mardi Gras, there was 
something for everyone. The young, the old and even fam
ily pets had a place in the Mardi Gras festival. 

Mardi Gras (French for Fat Tuesday) has been cel
ebrated on the Island periodically for more than 100 years. 
The first celebration was held in 1867. The festivities draw 
people from all ever and now attract more than 500,000 
people during the two weekends of celebration. 

Everyone-child, adult or pe"t-is welcome at Mardi 
Gras and also invited to join a Krewe (a fancy name for a 
supposedly secret society of people-this is the reason 
for the masks). Several Krewes are active on the Island. 

For more information about Mardi Gras celebrations 
or to find out how to join a Krewe for the next Mardi 
Gras season, contact the Galveston Island Convention and 
Visitors Council al 1 (888) 4254753 or log on to their 
Web site at <www.mardigrasgalveston.com>. 

Origins of Easter traditions revealed 
By JENNIFER L RUSSO 
Stalf Reporter 

In modem societies colorful eggs and bunny rabbits have 
become the symbols that are most associated with Easter. 
These symbols are widely known, but most people do not 
know how they became synonymous with this holiday. 

Easter is the movable ( occurring at various timCs) feast 
when Christians commemorate the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. It is celebrated on Sundays of varying 
dates between March 22 and April 25. Jews celebrate Pass
over during this time also. 

Many of the early Christians were Jews and were 
brought up in the Hebrew tradition, regarding Easter as a 
part of Passover. The word Passover comes from the word 
Pasch, which is another name for Easter, according to 
<lnfoPlea.sc.com>. 

The origin of the word "Easter" is unknown. However, 
many scholars believe it is derived from the Anglo-Saxon 
goddess of spring and fertility, Ostara. The Old English 
word for Easter, Eastre, also refers to Ostara. tn fact, a 
whole month, corresponding with April, was dedicated to 
the goddess. Her festival was celebrated on the day of the 

spring equinox (one of the two times during the year when 
the length of day and night are equal). 

The eggs and rabbits also are chief traditions associ
ated with Eastre. The eggs represent fertility and rebirth. 
The tradition is th~t elaborately colored eggs would be 
laid out in vast numbers to represent the rays of the re
turning sttn. 

The rabbit is another sign of fertility, due in no small 
part to rabbits' abundant production of young, especially 
during the spring. Those who worship the goddess often 
claim to see the image of a rabbit in the full moon. 

Germans are largely responsible for bringing the sym
bol of the rabbit to America, even though most Chris
tians ignored it until after the American Civil War. In 
Gennany the belief was that the Easter bunny laid red 
eggs on Holy (Maundy)Thursday and multi-colored eggs 
on the night before Easter Sunday. 

Americans incorporated these deep·rooted Easter sym
bols and included them in festivities and celebrations of 
this holiday. Although these icons belong to different 
cultures-Aflglo-Saxons, Christians and Jews--it has not 
stopped America from uniting the diversi~ of this spring 
celebration. 

• 
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Newspapers get face lift 
Continued from Page 4 -------
United States. 

Newspapers have played an important role in the 
history of the United States, but with technology 
changing, the printed newspaper may be on the 
verge of becoming a thing of the past. 

Newspaper circulation, according to the authors 
of The Arr of Editing, bas remained the same for 
the past 50 years although the U.S. population has 
increased dramatically. Also, many cities that had 
several daily newspapers now have only one. Hous· 
tonians may remember having the Houston Post 
and the Houston Chronicle. When the Post went 
bankrupt, the Chronicle, owned by The Hearst Cor
poration, bought it out. 

New York City at one time had as many as 10 or 
12 daily newspapers, whereas now it has only five, 
among them the Wall Street Journal. 

Many newspapers now have Web sites offering 
features such as online subscriptions and archives. 

The Houston Chronicle offers an archive service 
online, which is free to subscribers. Non~subscrib-. 
ers have to pay either a $4.95 daily pass, a $9.95 
weekly pass or a $19.95 monthly pass to access 
the archived stories. 

The New York Times offers on line subscriptions 
free of charge. However, on line subscribers do not 
receive the entire Times, only highJighted stories. 

What will happen to newspapers in the future? 
First we must discover what happened to them at 
the tum of the 19th century. 
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Fast-track Spanish 'good way to start day' 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Stalf Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Spanish Program, under 
the direction of Professor Rafael Naranjo, is showing its 
dynamism and creativity in scheduling. 

Spanish is offered not only as a credit or transfer aca
demic course, but also as a non·credit class through Con
tinuing Education which awards CEUs to those who need 
them for their jobs or for their professional licenses. This 
semester Naranjo also teaches a Spanish class on campus 
to a group of about 30 bomeschoolers and their parents. 

"It is a wonderful experience for me," Naranjo said. 
"since I believe that the earlier in life you are exposed to 
another language, the better you can learn it." 

Spanish also has been taught as a dual credit course at 
La Marque High School for high school and college cred· 
its at the same time. "Unfortunately, we were not able to 
offer these classes (dual credit) this semester due to lack 
of personnel, but I am hoping that soon we will be able to 
go back into the high schools," Naranjo affirmed. 

The most innovative classes Naranjo is offering this 
semester are the Monday through Thursday morning 
(from 7:30 to 9:20) and evening (from 5:15 to 7:05) in. 
tensive eight·week classes. "These classes are designed , 
for students who need to accumulate credit hours for 
graduation (up to eight credit hours in one semester), or 
for those students who need to learn Spanish in a hurry." 

Students can register now for Spanish Il in the second 
session which begins on March 8. "If students have taken 
Spanish I in the past, or they come from a Spanish-speak
ing environment, this is a good way to earn credits," 
Naranjo said. "It's a good way to start your day," Naranjo 
tells students who say 7:30 in the morning is too early. 
"Well,.you can finish your day in a nice way by taking 
my night class instead, .. he answers laughing. 

Naranjo says of his highly successful Study Abroad Pro
gram: "If you want to learn Spanish in an exotic place 
and at the same time enjoy the beauty of a tropical para· 
dise, then you must sign up for Summer II Oaxaca Study 
Abroad Program." 

Naranjo, a native of Oaxaca who frequently visits his 
family there, said Oaxaca is much closer to Texas Ci-ty 
than Texas City is to Los Angeles. Whereas Los Angeles 
is 1,379 miles from Texas City, Oaxaca is only 993 miles. 

The beallty of Oaxaca resides not only in its beaches, 
mountains and rivers,. but also in its pre-Columbian ar· 
cheological sites, its colonial and modem architecture that 
add to the region's unique cultural and linguistic diver· 
sity. With all these attractions, Oaxaca is the perfect spot 
to learn the language as well as the culture and traditions 
of the more than 16 ethnic groups that live there. 

For more information about these Spanish opportuni
ties contact, Naranjo at ( 409) 938· 1211 or toll free 1 (888) 
258·8859, Ext. 353, or e.mail him at 
<rnaranjo@mail.mainland.cc.tx.us>. 

Espanol diario matutino 'bueno para empezar el dia' 
By RAFAEL NARANJO 
Spanish Translator 

El Programa de Espaiiol bajo la direcci6n del maestro, 
Rafael Naranjo muestra su dinamismo y creatividad a la 
hara de establecer el horario de clases. 

La clase de espafiol se ofrece no solamente coma una 
clase de cr6dito o para ser transferida coma crCdito a otra 
universidad, sino tambien como una clase sin credito 
academico ofr.ecida a traves del departamento de 
Educaci6n Continua que concede CEU 

(Unidades de Educaci6n Continua) para aquCllos que 
los necesitan en sus trabajos or para quienes los necesitan 
para sus licencias profesionales de trabajo. 

El maestro tambiCn ensefia a un grupo de cerca de 30 
estudiantes de secundaria y preparatoria que se educan en 
sus propios hogares que, juntamente con sus padres, se 
reUnen los viernes en el campus de COM. 

"Es una experiencia maravillosa para mi," dijo el mae
stro, "ya que yo creo que un lenguage se aprende mejor 
cuando uoo lo estudia a una edad temprana." Clases de 
espafiol ban sido ofJecidas tambiCn en la preparatoria de 
La Marque (La Marque H.S.) para aquellos estudiantes 
que quieran obtener crCdito doble de prepararia y de 
univerisdad a Un mismo tiempo. "Desafortuoadamente 

no pudimos ofrecer clases en las preparatori!IS este 
sementre por falta de maestros, pero espero que pronto 
podamos volver a ensefiar espafiol en las preparatorias," 
afirm6 el maestro. 

Las clases mas innovadoras que el maestro Naranjo 
ofrece este semestre son las clases matutinas de lunes a 
jueves (de las 7:30 a las 9:20 de la maiiana, todos losdias), 
y las clases vespertinas (de las 5: 15 a las 7:05 de la noche 
por un periodo de ocho semanas. 

"Estas clases est.in diseiiadas para aquellos estudiantes 
que quieran acumular crCditos para su graduaci6n (hasta 
8 crCditos en un semestre ), o para aquellas personas que 
quieran aprender espaiiol de prisa." 

Los estudiantes pueden matricularse ahora para la 
segunda sesi6n de Espaitol II que empieza el 8 de marzo. 
Si ya ban tornado Espafiol l en el pasado, o si alguieo vive 
en un hogar hispanoparlante, esta clase es la mejor para 

• 

obtener Cfeditos," dijo el maestro. 
"Es una buena fonna de empezar su dia," el maestro 

dice a sus estudiantes que afirman que las siete y media 
de la mafiana es muy temprano. "Pues, tambiCn prodrfan 
acabar su dia de una forma agradable al tomar ·mi clase 
de la noche," responde el maestro con una sonrisa. 

Sabre su programa de estudios en el extranjero el mae· 
stro dice, "Si usted quiere aprender espafiol en un lugar 
ex6tico y al mismo tiempo quiere disfrutar la belleza de 
un paralso tropical, entonces necesitan matricularse para 
el programa de verano de estudios en el extranjero llamado 
"Oaxaca Study Abroad Program· Summer II." El mae
stro, que es nativo de Oaxaca y frecuentemente visita a 
su familia allt, dice que Oaxaca est.i mucho mils cerca 
del College of the Mainland que Los Angeles ya que hay 

s61o 993 millas a Oaxaca mientras que a Los Angeles son 
1,379 millas. Sin embargo, la belleza de Oaxaca radica 
en el hecho que, auoque Oaxaca esta fisicamente muy 
cerca de los Estados Unidos, sus playas, sus montaiias y 
sus rios, juntamente con sus sitios arqueolOgicos 
precolombinos y su arquitectura colonial y moderna, 
agregB.ndole su extraordinaria diversidad cultural y 
lingi.Hstica hacen de Oaxaca el lugar perfecta para 
aprender no solamente la lengua sino la cultura y las 
lradiciones de las diversas culturas hispanas. 

Para mayor informaci6o p6ngase en contacto con el 
maestro Rafael Naranjo en los siguientes telCfonos: Lo· 
cal: (409) 938-1211 Ext.353 Larga distancia gratis I (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 353 Direcci6n de e•mail: 
<rnaranjo@mail.mainland.cc.tx.us> 

Spanlah Profnaor Rafu) Naranjo INChH one of hla morning Spanlah c-. The c- are now being 
olltlrod on • fut-track program. Cla .... run Monday-Thuraday for eight Wffka. Naranjo alao wlll take atudenta 
to OU11ca, Mexico, In Summer II, July 8-Aug. 3. (Photo by llilyrll Rucker) 
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Health and Fitness 

COM student firefighters practice high rise rescues and fire fighting techniques at the Learning Re
sources Center Feb. 13. This class of firefighter trainees will be eligible for graduation In May. Upon 
graduation, the students will disburse to various city and county fire departments. For more information 
call Fire Technology at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 378. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Bacterial Meningitis threat to students 
The following infonnation is being provided to all col

lege students in the state of Texas. 
Bacterial Meningitis is a serious, potentially deadly dis

eases that can progress extremely fast-so take utmost 
caution. It is an inflammation of the membranes that sur
round the brain and spinal cord. The bacteria that causes 
meningitis can also infect the blood. This disease strikes 
about 3,000 Americans each year, including 100-125 on 
college campuses, leading to 5-15 deaths among college 
students every year. There is a treatment, but those who 
survive may develop severe health problems or disabili
ties. 

What are the :wmptoms? 
High fever 

• Rash or purple patches on skin ·· 
Light sensitivity 
Confusion and sleepiness 

• Lethargy 
• Severe headache 

Vomiting 
Stiff neck 
Nausea 
Seizures 

There may be a rash of tiny, red-purple spots caused by 
bleeding under the skin. These can occur anywhere on 
the body. 

The more symptoms, the higher the risk, so when these 
symptoms appear, seek immediate medical attention. 

How js Bacterial Meningitis diagnosed? 
• Diagnosis is m~de by a medical provider and is 

usually based on a combination of clinical symp
toms and laboratory results from spinal fluid and 
blood tests. 
Early diagnosis and treatment can greally im
prove the likelihood of recovery. 

How is the disease transmitted? 
The disease is transmitted when people exchange 
saliva (such as kissing, or by sharing drinking 
containers, utensils, cigarettes, toothbrushes, 
etc.) or come in contact with respiratory or throat 
secretions. 

How do you increase your risk of getting Bacterial 
Menin&itjs? 
• Exposure to saliva by sharing cigarettes, water 

bottles, eating utensils, food, kissing, etc. 

' 

• Living in close conditions (such as sharing a 
room/suite in a dorm or g'roup home). 

What are the possible consequences of the disease? 
• Death (in 8 to 24 hours from perfectly well to 

dead) 
Permanent brain damage 
Kidney failure 
Learning disability 
Hearing loss, blindness 
Limb (fingers, toes, arms, legs) damage that re
quires amputation 
Gangrene 
Coma 

• Convulsions 

Can the disease be treated? 
• Antibiotic treatment, if received early, can save 

lives and chances of recovery are increased. 
However, pennanent disability or death can still 
occur. 

• 

• 

Vaccinations are available and should be consid
ered for: 

· -Those living in close quarters. 
-College students 25 years old or 
younger. 

Vaccinations are effective against four of the five 
most common bacterial types that cause 70 per 
cent of the disease in the United States (but that 
does not protect against all types of meningitis). 
Vaccinations take 7- 10 days to become effective, 
with protection lasting three to five years. 
The costs of vaccine varies, so check with your 
health care provider. 
Vaccination is very safe-the most common side 
effects are redness and minor pain at the injec-
tion site for up to two days. 
Vaccination is available at your local health care 
provider. 

How can I find out more infonnation? 
• Contact your health care provider. 

• 

Contact your Student Health Center at (not avail
able). 
Contact your local or regional Texas Department 
of Health Office at (409) 945-4712. 

' Contact web sites: <www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dbmd/ 
diseaseinfo> or <www.acha.org>. 

Quality, low-cost 
child care available 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland Child Development Lab 
offers daytime and evening child care for the children of 
COM students, faculty, staff and community members. 

The daytime program is open to children from infant 
through kindergarten, Mondays through Fridays, 7:45 a.m. 
to 5,15 p.m. 

Child lab instructors request th;it children participating 
in the program attend from 7:45 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. on a 
daily basis because it is a learning environment n_ot only 
for the children but for the students studying child devel
opment, said Kay Magee, program assistant. Breakfast, 
lunch and two snacks are served. 

According to Magee the weekly cost varies according 
to the age of the child and whether he or she lives in or 
out of district. In-district infants cost $80 and out-of-dis
trict infants cost $90. In-district children ages 2 and up 
cost $70 and out-of-district children cost $80. A $10 per 
child, per semester registration fee is charged. 

The daytime program is set up similarly to a full-time 
pre-kindergarten. Class instructors set up their classrooms 
as discovery and learning centers and create the curricu
lum for their classes using appropriate materials. 

Only 42 children are accepted into the program each 
semester, so for every semester there is a waiting list. Par~ 
eats with children enrolled at the end of a semester are 
given first chance to re-enroll their chidren in the pro
gram for the next semester, Magee said. 

The preschool teachers are Bonnie Mitchell, Elizabeth 
Plasek, Angela Robinson, Liz Dickens, Nancy Oliver and 
Marcia Moore. Other daytime staff are Ann Wilcox, Child 
Developmen't Lab director; Magee, program assistant, and 
Mae Jackson, kitchen manager. 

The evening child care program accepts children ages 
3 to 11, Mondays through .Thursdays, 5 to 10 p.m. The 
children must be toilet trained. , 

Cost is $3 per child, per night along with a $5 registra
tion fee per child, per semester. 

Evening child care is limited to 25 children. A snack is 
provided, but dinner is not. However, children are allowed 
to bring dinner from home. 

Janie Aguirre is the teacher in the evening and is as
sisted by Lupe Castillo. 

Both the daytime and evening programs follow the 
COM school calendar. 

For more information, contact Magee at ( 409) 938-1211 
or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 390. 

' 

Five-year-old Julia reads a book before nap time 
In the Yellow Room at the Child Development Lab, 
Feb. 18. The Child Development Lab accept& in· 
fant U,rough kindergarten. Evening child care also 
Is available. (Photo by Kristy Roberta) 
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Daily chores promote 
healthy adult lifestyle 
By JENNIFER DEMETRIOS 
Staff' Reporter 

People have tried evCrything to slow down aging from 
gimmicks in the form of pills to plastic surgery. Well, 
what would you say if you were given the secret to feel
ing young and being healthy? 

The secret is exercise. And it's not just for young people 
anymore. "People who begin exercising and remain in 
shape from an earlier point in life increase their chances 
of having fewer and less debilitating health problems when 
they grow older," said Dr. George Taffet, in a news re
lease from Baylor College of Medicine. Dr. Taffet, an as
sociate professor of medicine at Baylor, went on to say, 
"However, individuals who start exercising later on in 
life can still reap tremendous benefits." 

Starting a new exercise regimen does not mean you 
have to labor hours in the gym or run a marathon. At least 
30 minutes of physical activity on most days of the week 
inay be all you need. Simply walking around your neigh
borhood, taking the stairs instead of the elevator, or even 
doing ordinary housework counts as exercise. Yes, you 
read correctly: housework. The American Journal of Oc
cupational Therapy reports that vacuuming and cleaning 
the bathroom both increase the heart rate and produce as 
much circulatory strain as a period of moderate exercise 
at the gym. 

Keep a few simple tips in mind when deciding on your 
exercise regimen. Ease into it. Don't-0verexert yourself 
when you begin; this could do more harm than good. An
other tip is to not beat yourself up if you miss a day of 
excercise. It is understandable that some days there may 
not be enough time; just start up again the next day, 

Choose exercises that keep your interest. If they are 
enjoyal:rl.e, it is more likely you will stay with them. Re
member it's not just about exercising but also about eat
ing well and choosing nutritious food to stay healthy. 

"It is possible to lower your risk of certain diseases 
that may be associat1 with physical activity and exer
cise even when you a over 40, 50, or even 60," said Dr. 
Harold Kohl, directo of research at Baylor College of 
Medicine's Sports Medicine Institute in Houston. 

Just because a person has turned a certain age does not 
mean he or she should not consider his or her health. You 
not only owe it to yourself, but to your family as well to 
stay healthy so you are able to get the most out of life. 

Student Government 
working foi;- students 
By JENNIFER I.. RUSSO 
Slaff Reporter 

The Student Government has been a part of College of 
the Mainland since 1996. It is a valuable organization 
because it makes sure that every student's voice is heard. 

SG officers are elected by the COM student body ev
ery fall and serve for one year. 

The purpose of SG is not only to represent students, 
but also to help students make their concerns about this 
instituition known. 

Students who have ideas, concerns or want to know 
more about COM and SG can attend the meetings--they 
are open to all COM students. 

Students also may speak with SG officers to Jet them 
know how students feel. 

SO meetings are scheduled for every other Thursday 
at 12:30 p.m. They are held in Room SC-212, on the sec
ond floor of the Student Center where the Career Ser
vices center is located. Upcoming meetings are March 7 
and 21, and April 11 and 25. 

For more information contact SG Adviser James 
Shippy, who also is the associate dean of Student Ser
vices, at (409) 938-1211 or toll free I (888) 258,8859, 
Ext. 413. 
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Marilynn Kish-Molina speaks at the Nutrition Workshop sponaored by the SAB Fab. 7. Kish-Molina dished out 
helpful advice to all who attended about dieting and axcarclaa. She also lntonned the audience o1 nutrition facts 
and gave pointers on healthy eaUrig habits to achlove weight Ion. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Nutritional information; food for thought 
By OLA KAREEM 
Staff Reporter 

As busy as College of the Mainland students are, many 
of them still found time to attend the Nutrition Workshop 
sponsored by the Student Activities Board on Feb. 7 in 
the Gym. The workshop offered free lunches to the first 
25 participants, and roughly that number attended. 

Science Professor Marilynn Kish-Molina, who pre
sented the workshop, talked about the pros and cons of 
current diets and offered suggestions on eating healthier. 
She pointed out interesting facts about eating such as if a 
person eats slowly, he or she will have less of a chance of 
gaining weight than the person who eats quickly. 

Kish-Molina suggested that people eat five to six small 
meals a day, but if they like to eat big meals they should 
not wait till the end of the day because they have a greater 
chance of gaining weight by eating late. 

Fad diets make the body unhealthy, Kish-Molina said, 
because the body isn't getting all the nutrients it needs. 
The American [nstitute for Cancer Research Web site 
states, "By omitting certain foods, and sometimes even 
entire food groups, these diets are deficient in such major 
nutrients as dietary fiber and carbohydrates, as well as in 

vitamins, minerals and protective phytochemicals." 
Fad diets will help a person lose weight quickly, but 

the person will not be able to maintain the weight loss. 
Sooner or later all the weight he or she has lost will come 
back. This is bad because the person already has become 
mentally comfortable with his or her new body and will 
feel discouraged. 

Breakfast is the most important meal of the day, Kish
Molina said, because it helps the body. start the day right. 
People should eat a balanced diet that includes grains, 
vegetables, fruits, dai~ products, and proteins in the form 
of meat, poultry, fish, dry beans, eggs and nuts. 

Women have mdre body fat tllan men and bum calories 
more slowly than men, Kish-Molina explained. This 
means women have to work harder to lose weight. 

There are a lot of smokers in today's society, and some 
may wonder why they bum calories faster than they did 
before they started smoking. The reason is that smoking 
increases the metabolism rate. However, smoking is not 
the answer to losing weight since smoking is not healthy 
for the heart and lungs. 

Throughout the workshop Kish-Molina provided a num
ber of handouts about healthy diets and portion sizes, 
which should be smaller then what most people eat. 

Motivation major factor in weight loss 
By RANDY GOODE 
Slaff Reporter 

With the new year receding quickly, some dieters may 
have lost sight of their resolutions to drop pounds. Moti
vation can be the key to success for many. 

"I sit down with a client and discuss goals before start
ing any program," says Matt Chauvin, a certified USA 
Triathlon coach. "I try to get the client to be as realistic as 
possible and keep up motivation by concentrating on short
term goals." 

Chauvin, a personal trainer in League City, suggests 
focusing more on working out consistently rather than 
weight loss. This takes pressure off the dieter to drop 
pounds wh·ile achieving a goal he or she can easily reach. 
This is a great strategy for overcoming weight loss pla
teaus that are considered one of the most common rea
sons for giving up on a diet. Chauvin changes workout 
routines regularly to help avoid the dreaded plateaus and 
to keep his clients from getting bored. 

While weight loss may be the goal, not all weight gain 

is bad. "It is important to understand that the average per
son that starts an exercise program gains three to four 
pounds of muscle in the first month," Chauvin wa{llS. 
"This is what you want to do since muscle bums fat." 

In addition, <TimeforFitness.com> suggests staying 
motivated by using a partner. The theory is that it is harder 
to skip a workout when someone is depending on you to 
show up. Also, using a role model can elevate enthusiasm 
to help reach your goals by giving you a point to aspire 
to. If you have gained weight over the years and have 
pictures of yourself in better shape, use them as motiva
tors. These pictures let you become your own role model. 

Re-education can also help you dev'elop new skills that 
increase the probability of 1.ong-tenn weight loss. Science 
changes over time and many new techniques make it easier 
for the average dieter. 

There are many more reasons to wor.k on one's health. 
According to the Discovery Health Channel, a myriad of 
problems are attributed to being overweight. Some of these 
include heart disease, high blood pressure and as much as 
33 percent of all cancers. 
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Health and Fitness 

COM student firefighters practice high rise rescues and fire fighting techniques at the Learning Re
sources Center Feb. 13. This class of firefighter trainees will be eligible for graduation In May. Upon 
graduation, the students will disburse to various city and county fire departments. For more information 
call Fire Technology at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 378. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Bacterial Meningitis threat to students 
The following infonnation is being provided to all col

lege students in the state of Texas. 
Bacterial Meningitis is a serious, potentially deadly dis

eases that can progress extremely fast-so take utmost 
caution. It is an inflammation of the membranes that sur
round the brain and spinal cord. The bacteria that causes 
meningitis can also infect the blood. This disease strikes 
about 3,000 Americans each year, including 100-125 on 
college campuses, leading to 5-15 deaths among college 
students every year. There is a treatment, but those who 
survive may develop severe health problems or disabili
ties. 

What are the :wmptoms? 
High fever 

• Rash or purple patches on skin ·· 
Light sensitivity 
Confusion and sleepiness 

• Lethargy 
• Severe headache 

Vomiting 
Stiff neck 
Nausea 
Seizures 

There may be a rash of tiny, red-purple spots caused by 
bleeding under the skin. These can occur anywhere on 
the body. 

The more symptoms, the higher the risk, so when these 
symptoms appear, seek immediate medical attention. 

How js Bacterial Meningitis diagnosed? 
• Diagnosis is m~de by a medical provider and is 

usually based on a combination of clinical symp
toms and laboratory results from spinal fluid and 
blood tests. 
Early diagnosis and treatment can greally im
prove the likelihood of recovery. 

How is the disease transmitted? 
The disease is transmitted when people exchange 
saliva (such as kissing, or by sharing drinking 
containers, utensils, cigarettes, toothbrushes, 
etc.) or come in contact with respiratory or throat 
secretions. 

How do you increase your risk of getting Bacterial 
Menin&itjs? 
• Exposure to saliva by sharing cigarettes, water 

bottles, eating utensils, food, kissing, etc. 

' 

• Living in close conditions (such as sharing a 
room/suite in a dorm or g'roup home). 

What are the possible consequences of the disease? 
• Death (in 8 to 24 hours from perfectly well to 

dead) 
Permanent brain damage 
Kidney failure 
Learning disability 
Hearing loss, blindness 
Limb (fingers, toes, arms, legs) damage that re
quires amputation 
Gangrene 
Coma 

• Convulsions 

Can the disease be treated? 
• Antibiotic treatment, if received early, can save 

lives and chances of recovery are increased. 
However, pennanent disability or death can still 
occur. 

• 

• 

Vaccinations are available and should be consid
ered for: 

· -Those living in close quarters. 
-College students 25 years old or 
younger. 

Vaccinations are effective against four of the five 
most common bacterial types that cause 70 per 
cent of the disease in the United States (but that 
does not protect against all types of meningitis). 
Vaccinations take 7- 10 days to become effective, 
with protection lasting three to five years. 
The costs of vaccine varies, so check with your 
health care provider. 
Vaccination is very safe-the most common side 
effects are redness and minor pain at the injec-
tion site for up to two days. 
Vaccination is available at your local health care 
provider. 

How can I find out more infonnation? 
• Contact your health care provider. 

• 

Contact your Student Health Center at (not avail
able). 
Contact your local or regional Texas Department 
of Health Office at (409) 945-4712. 

' Contact web sites: <www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dbmd/ 
diseaseinfo> or <www.acha.org>. 

Quality, low-cost 
child care available 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

The College of the Mainland Child Development Lab 
offers daytime and evening child care for the children of 
COM students, faculty, staff and community members. 

The daytime program is open to children from infant 
through kindergarten, Mondays through Fridays, 7:45 a.m. 
to 5,15 p.m. 

Child lab instructors request th;it children participating 
in the program attend from 7:45 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. on a 
daily basis because it is a learning environment n_ot only 
for the children but for the students studying child devel
opment, said Kay Magee, program assistant. Breakfast, 
lunch and two snacks are served. 

According to Magee the weekly cost varies according 
to the age of the child and whether he or she lives in or 
out of district. In-district infants cost $80 and out-of-dis
trict infants cost $90. In-district children ages 2 and up 
cost $70 and out-of-district children cost $80. A $10 per 
child, per semester registration fee is charged. 

The daytime program is set up similarly to a full-time 
pre-kindergarten. Class instructors set up their classrooms 
as discovery and learning centers and create the curricu
lum for their classes using appropriate materials. 

Only 42 children are accepted into the program each 
semester, so for every semester there is a waiting list. Par~ 
eats with children enrolled at the end of a semester are 
given first chance to re-enroll their chidren in the pro
gram for the next semester, Magee said. 

The preschool teachers are Bonnie Mitchell, Elizabeth 
Plasek, Angela Robinson, Liz Dickens, Nancy Oliver and 
Marcia Moore. Other daytime staff are Ann Wilcox, Child 
Developmen't Lab director; Magee, program assistant, and 
Mae Jackson, kitchen manager. 

The evening child care program accepts children ages 
3 to 11, Mondays through .Thursdays, 5 to 10 p.m. The 
children must be toilet trained. , 

Cost is $3 per child, per night along with a $5 registra
tion fee per child, per semester. 

Evening child care is limited to 25 children. A snack is 
provided, but dinner is not. However, children are allowed 
to bring dinner from home. 

Janie Aguirre is the teacher in the evening and is as
sisted by Lupe Castillo. 

Both the daytime and evening programs follow the 
COM school calendar. 

For more information, contact Magee at ( 409) 938-1211 
or 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 390. 

' 

Five-year-old Julia reads a book before nap time 
In the Yellow Room at the Child Development Lab, 
Feb. 18. The Child Development Lab accept& in· 
fant U,rough kindergarten. Evening child care also 
Is available. (Photo by Kristy Roberta) 
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Daily chores promote 
healthy adult lifestyle 
By JENNIFER DEMETRIOS 
Staff' Reporter 

People have tried evCrything to slow down aging from 
gimmicks in the form of pills to plastic surgery. Well, 
what would you say if you were given the secret to feel
ing young and being healthy? 

The secret is exercise. And it's not just for young people 
anymore. "People who begin exercising and remain in 
shape from an earlier point in life increase their chances 
of having fewer and less debilitating health problems when 
they grow older," said Dr. George Taffet, in a news re
lease from Baylor College of Medicine. Dr. Taffet, an as
sociate professor of medicine at Baylor, went on to say, 
"However, individuals who start exercising later on in 
life can still reap tremendous benefits." 

Starting a new exercise regimen does not mean you 
have to labor hours in the gym or run a marathon. At least 
30 minutes of physical activity on most days of the week 
inay be all you need. Simply walking around your neigh
borhood, taking the stairs instead of the elevator, or even 
doing ordinary housework counts as exercise. Yes, you 
read correctly: housework. The American Journal of Oc
cupational Therapy reports that vacuuming and cleaning 
the bathroom both increase the heart rate and produce as 
much circulatory strain as a period of moderate exercise 
at the gym. 

Keep a few simple tips in mind when deciding on your 
exercise regimen. Ease into it. Don't-0verexert yourself 
when you begin; this could do more harm than good. An
other tip is to not beat yourself up if you miss a day of 
excercise. It is understandable that some days there may 
not be enough time; just start up again the next day, 

Choose exercises that keep your interest. If they are 
enjoyal:rl.e, it is more likely you will stay with them. Re
member it's not just about exercising but also about eat
ing well and choosing nutritious food to stay healthy. 

"It is possible to lower your risk of certain diseases 
that may be associat1 with physical activity and exer
cise even when you a over 40, 50, or even 60," said Dr. 
Harold Kohl, directo of research at Baylor College of 
Medicine's Sports Medicine Institute in Houston. 

Just because a person has turned a certain age does not 
mean he or she should not consider his or her health. You 
not only owe it to yourself, but to your family as well to 
stay healthy so you are able to get the most out of life. 

Student Government 
working foi;- students 
By JENNIFER I.. RUSSO 
Slaff Reporter 

The Student Government has been a part of College of 
the Mainland since 1996. It is a valuable organization 
because it makes sure that every student's voice is heard. 

SG officers are elected by the COM student body ev
ery fall and serve for one year. 

The purpose of SG is not only to represent students, 
but also to help students make their concerns about this 
instituition known. 

Students who have ideas, concerns or want to know 
more about COM and SG can attend the meetings--they 
are open to all COM students. 

Students also may speak with SG officers to Jet them 
know how students feel. 

SO meetings are scheduled for every other Thursday 
at 12:30 p.m. They are held in Room SC-212, on the sec
ond floor of the Student Center where the Career Ser
vices center is located. Upcoming meetings are March 7 
and 21, and April 11 and 25. 

For more information contact SG Adviser James 
Shippy, who also is the associate dean of Student Ser
vices, at (409) 938-1211 or toll free I (888) 258,8859, 
Ext. 413. 
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Marilynn Kish-Molina speaks at the Nutrition Workshop sponaored by the SAB Fab. 7. Kish-Molina dished out 
helpful advice to all who attended about dieting and axcarclaa. She also lntonned the audience o1 nutrition facts 
and gave pointers on healthy eaUrig habits to achlove weight Ion. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Nutritional information; food for thought 
By OLA KAREEM 
Staff Reporter 

As busy as College of the Mainland students are, many 
of them still found time to attend the Nutrition Workshop 
sponsored by the Student Activities Board on Feb. 7 in 
the Gym. The workshop offered free lunches to the first 
25 participants, and roughly that number attended. 

Science Professor Marilynn Kish-Molina, who pre
sented the workshop, talked about the pros and cons of 
current diets and offered suggestions on eating healthier. 
She pointed out interesting facts about eating such as if a 
person eats slowly, he or she will have less of a chance of 
gaining weight than the person who eats quickly. 

Kish-Molina suggested that people eat five to six small 
meals a day, but if they like to eat big meals they should 
not wait till the end of the day because they have a greater 
chance of gaining weight by eating late. 

Fad diets make the body unhealthy, Kish-Molina said, 
because the body isn't getting all the nutrients it needs. 
The American [nstitute for Cancer Research Web site 
states, "By omitting certain foods, and sometimes even 
entire food groups, these diets are deficient in such major 
nutrients as dietary fiber and carbohydrates, as well as in 

vitamins, minerals and protective phytochemicals." 
Fad diets will help a person lose weight quickly, but 

the person will not be able to maintain the weight loss. 
Sooner or later all the weight he or she has lost will come 
back. This is bad because the person already has become 
mentally comfortable with his or her new body and will 
feel discouraged. 

Breakfast is the most important meal of the day, Kish
Molina said, because it helps the body. start the day right. 
People should eat a balanced diet that includes grains, 
vegetables, fruits, dai~ products, and proteins in the form 
of meat, poultry, fish, dry beans, eggs and nuts. 

Women have mdre body fat tllan men and bum calories 
more slowly than men, Kish-Molina explained. This 
means women have to work harder to lose weight. 

There are a lot of smokers in today's society, and some 
may wonder why they bum calories faster than they did 
before they started smoking. The reason is that smoking 
increases the metabolism rate. However, smoking is not 
the answer to losing weight since smoking is not healthy 
for the heart and lungs. 

Throughout the workshop Kish-Molina provided a num
ber of handouts about healthy diets and portion sizes, 
which should be smaller then what most people eat. 

Motivation major factor in weight loss 
By RANDY GOODE 
Slaff Reporter 

With the new year receding quickly, some dieters may 
have lost sight of their resolutions to drop pounds. Moti
vation can be the key to success for many. 

"I sit down with a client and discuss goals before start
ing any program," says Matt Chauvin, a certified USA 
Triathlon coach. "I try to get the client to be as realistic as 
possible and keep up motivation by concentrating on short
term goals." 

Chauvin, a personal trainer in League City, suggests 
focusing more on working out consistently rather than 
weight loss. This takes pressure off the dieter to drop 
pounds wh·ile achieving a goal he or she can easily reach. 
This is a great strategy for overcoming weight loss pla
teaus that are considered one of the most common rea
sons for giving up on a diet. Chauvin changes workout 
routines regularly to help avoid the dreaded plateaus and 
to keep his clients from getting bored. 

While weight loss may be the goal, not all weight gain 

is bad. "It is important to understand that the average per
son that starts an exercise program gains three to four 
pounds of muscle in the first month," Chauvin wa{llS. 
"This is what you want to do since muscle bums fat." 

In addition, <TimeforFitness.com> suggests staying 
motivated by using a partner. The theory is that it is harder 
to skip a workout when someone is depending on you to 
show up. Also, using a role model can elevate enthusiasm 
to help reach your goals by giving you a point to aspire 
to. If you have gained weight over the years and have 
pictures of yourself in better shape, use them as motiva
tors. These pictures let you become your own role model. 

Re-education can also help you dev'elop new skills that 
increase the probability of 1.ong-tenn weight loss. Science 
changes over time and many new techniques make it easier 
for the average dieter. 

There are many more reasons to wor.k on one's health. 
According to the Discovery Health Channel, a myriad of 
problems are attributed to being overweight. Some of these 
include heart disease, high blood pressure and as much as 
33 percent of all cancers. 
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Entertainment 

Bubba's redneck 
· picture show review 

Bubba 
~ 

I've been read in' the revie~s on movies around town 
and think they're all missin' the point. All I want to 
know is, how many chases, how 111,viy impossible feats 
and what types of cool cars do they drive? I know a lot 
of people want to know about the plot, and to those 
people I say: WHIMPS! I wane a movie with some good 
ol' tire squealin' action without all that sissy plot stuff. 

I'm assumin' everyone sees the commercials durin' 
wrestlin', so you already have an idea of what the 
movies are about. So if you've been lookin' for a review 
with a skew, you've come to the right place. 

Training Duy-Denzel Washirigton, Ethan Hawk 
Not the best flick I've ever seen. No action and too 

much talk.in'. Should have gone mud ridin' instead. 
Ocean S Eleven-George Clooney, Julia Roberts, 

Brad Pitt 
Any movie about Las Vegas has to be a winner 

(unless it's about gettin' married). This movie's funny, 
has plenty of action and most importantly the good guy 
gets the money and the girl. 

Joe Somebody-Tim Allen 
I was dragged to this one. If you have to compromise 

it's a lot better than a chick flick. Actually it was funny 
at times, and Jim Belushi plays a great butt-kickin' 
karate instructor. 

Vanilla Sky- Tom Cruise 
I don't know what the heck Tom was smokin' when 

he made this movie. I had a free ticket and asked for my 
money back. 

Kate and Leopold- Meg Ryan, Some Whimp 
Yeah, right. I didn't actually have to see this movie to 

be able to condemn it. I saw a poster and a TV commer
cial. That wa;; painful enough. 

Released on video ('cause football season's over): 
Fast and the Furious-Vin Diesel 
I saw this movie in a charter bus on the way to the 

casino in Louisiana. I couldn't hear it very well but the 
action was awesome! Lots of car chases and then some 
more car chases. There are some really cool stunts and a 
blown big block that does a wheel stand. Did I mention 
the car chases? 

Rush Hour 2-Jackie.Chan, Chris Tucker 
This is an excellent movie. Tons of Jackie Chan 

action and stunts along with Chris Tucker's jokes, which 
make it better than a monster truck show (just kiddin'). 
The outtakes at the end are the best, so don't rewind till 
the tape goes blank. 

A Knight's Tale-Heath Ledger 
No big names in this one. Some decent action and 

great music. Pickin's are slim now that football season's 
over. YQu have to see the very end of the tape after the 
credits to get the full effect. 

American Ouilaws-Colin Farrel 
Cool Jesse James flick with lots of shootin' and bank 

robbin' goin' on. Fast paced with lots of action. 
Final Fantasy: The Spirits Within-Cartoon People 
Any time I can watch a cartoon on a weekday I'm a 

happy camper. This cartoon's a little hard to follow and 
some parts are downright we~ but then again Scooby 
Doo didn't always make sense either. 

December issue photo cutline correction 
The December issue of lnterCOM incorrectly identi

fied E.W. Cruse, a U.S. Marine veteran, as James "Elmo" 
Knapp in the single photo cutline at the top of Page 12. 
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Byron Hambrick performs at the Mardi Gras Karaoke Party sponsored by SAB In the Student Center Feb 5. 
Students were able to show off their talents wtthout worrying about making tools ot themselves since moat 
contestants wore Mardi Gras masks and used props. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Revelers flock to Galveston Mardi Gras 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

The most festive event of the year in southeast Texas 
has become the annual Mardi Gras celebration. With the 
theme of the .. British Isles," it marked the 18th continu· 
ous year of the celebration held on Galveston Island. 

The kickoff of this year's Mardi Gras was no different 
and no less festive than in previous years. The annual 
Krewe of Aquarius Barn Bash began promptly (actually 
early) at 6:30 p.m. Feb. 1. For the s.mall price of $10, rev· 
elers were allowed all the food, beer and soda they could 
eat and drink. The annual Krewe event had everything 
from live bands to the actual parade floats that patrons 
could tour to get a firsthand feeling of riding on one. 

The ~ost sought after items at any Mardi Gras celebra· 
tion are the beads, beads, beads. Beads of every kind from 
plain and simple colored ones to, of course, the more 
sought after, extremely pornographic ones that seem to 

attract every person's attention (yes, male and female 
alike) were thrown into the eagerly waiting crowd. 

With all the festivities of the Mardi Gras, there was 
something for everyone. The young, the old and even fam
ily pets had a place in the Mardi Gras festival. 

Mardi Gras (French for Fat Tuesday) has been cel
ebrated on the Island periodically for more than 100 years. 
The first celebration was held in 1867. The festivities draw 
people from all ever and now attract more than 500,000 
people during the two weekends of celebration. 

Everyone-child, adult or pe"t-is welcome at Mardi 
Gras and also invited to join a Krewe (a fancy name for a 
supposedly secret society of people-this is the reason 
for the masks). Several Krewes are active on the Island. 

For more information about Mardi Gras celebrations 
or to find out how to join a Krewe for the next Mardi 
Gras season, contact the Galveston Island Convention and 
Visitors Council al 1 (888) 4254753 or log on to their 
Web site at <www.mardigrasgalveston.com>. 

Origins of Easter traditions revealed 
By JENNIFER L RUSSO 
Stalf Reporter 

In modem societies colorful eggs and bunny rabbits have 
become the symbols that are most associated with Easter. 
These symbols are widely known, but most people do not 
know how they became synonymous with this holiday. 

Easter is the movable ( occurring at various timCs) feast 
when Christians commemorate the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. It is celebrated on Sundays of varying 
dates between March 22 and April 25. Jews celebrate Pass
over during this time also. 

Many of the early Christians were Jews and were 
brought up in the Hebrew tradition, regarding Easter as a 
part of Passover. The word Passover comes from the word 
Pasch, which is another name for Easter, according to 
<lnfoPlea.sc.com>. 

The origin of the word "Easter" is unknown. However, 
many scholars believe it is derived from the Anglo-Saxon 
goddess of spring and fertility, Ostara. The Old English 
word for Easter, Eastre, also refers to Ostara. tn fact, a 
whole month, corresponding with April, was dedicated to 
the goddess. Her festival was celebrated on the day of the 

spring equinox (one of the two times during the year when 
the length of day and night are equal). 

The eggs and rabbits also are chief traditions associ
ated with Eastre. The eggs represent fertility and rebirth. 
The tradition is th~t elaborately colored eggs would be 
laid out in vast numbers to represent the rays of the re
turning sttn. 

The rabbit is another sign of fertility, due in no small 
part to rabbits' abundant production of young, especially 
during the spring. Those who worship the goddess often 
claim to see the image of a rabbit in the full moon. 

Germans are largely responsible for bringing the sym
bol of the rabbit to America, even though most Chris
tians ignored it until after the American Civil War. In 
Gennany the belief was that the Easter bunny laid red 
eggs on Holy (Maundy)Thursday and multi-colored eggs 
on the night before Easter Sunday. 

Americans incorporated these deep·rooted Easter sym
bols and included them in festivities and celebrations of 
this holiday. Although these icons belong to different 
cultures-Aflglo-Saxons, Christians and Jews--it has not 
stopped America from uniting the diversi~ of this spring 
celebration. 

• 
• 

Newspapers get face lift 
Continued from Page 4 -------
United States. 

Newspapers have played an important role in the 
history of the United States, but with technology 
changing, the printed newspaper may be on the 
verge of becoming a thing of the past. 

Newspaper circulation, according to the authors 
of The Arr of Editing, bas remained the same for 
the past 50 years although the U.S. population has 
increased dramatically. Also, many cities that had 
several daily newspapers now have only one. Hous· 
tonians may remember having the Houston Post 
and the Houston Chronicle. When the Post went 
bankrupt, the Chronicle, owned by The Hearst Cor
poration, bought it out. 

New York City at one time had as many as 10 or 
12 daily newspapers, whereas now it has only five, 
among them the Wall Street Journal. 

Many newspapers now have Web sites offering 
features such as online subscriptions and archives. 

The Houston Chronicle offers an archive service 
online, which is free to subscribers. Non~subscrib-. 
ers have to pay either a $4.95 daily pass, a $9.95 
weekly pass or a $19.95 monthly pass to access 
the archived stories. 

The New York Times offers on line subscriptions 
free of charge. However, on line subscribers do not 
receive the entire Times, only highJighted stories. 

What will happen to newspapers in the future? 
First we must discover what happened to them at 
the tum of the 19th century. 
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Fast-track Spanish 'good way to start day' 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Stalf Reporter 

The College of the Mainland Spanish Program, under 
the direction of Professor Rafael Naranjo, is showing its 
dynamism and creativity in scheduling. 

Spanish is offered not only as a credit or transfer aca
demic course, but also as a non·credit class through Con
tinuing Education which awards CEUs to those who need 
them for their jobs or for their professional licenses. This 
semester Naranjo also teaches a Spanish class on campus 
to a group of about 30 bomeschoolers and their parents. 

"It is a wonderful experience for me," Naranjo said. 
"since I believe that the earlier in life you are exposed to 
another language, the better you can learn it." 

Spanish also has been taught as a dual credit course at 
La Marque High School for high school and college cred· 
its at the same time. "Unfortunately, we were not able to 
offer these classes (dual credit) this semester due to lack 
of personnel, but I am hoping that soon we will be able to 
go back into the high schools," Naranjo affirmed. 

The most innovative classes Naranjo is offering this 
semester are the Monday through Thursday morning 
(from 7:30 to 9:20) and evening (from 5:15 to 7:05) in. 
tensive eight·week classes. "These classes are designed , 
for students who need to accumulate credit hours for 
graduation (up to eight credit hours in one semester), or 
for those students who need to learn Spanish in a hurry." 

Students can register now for Spanish Il in the second 
session which begins on March 8. "If students have taken 
Spanish I in the past, or they come from a Spanish-speak
ing environment, this is a good way to earn credits," 
Naranjo said. "It's a good way to start your day," Naranjo 
tells students who say 7:30 in the morning is too early. 
"Well,.you can finish your day in a nice way by taking 
my night class instead, .. he answers laughing. 

Naranjo says of his highly successful Study Abroad Pro
gram: "If you want to learn Spanish in an exotic place 
and at the same time enjoy the beauty of a tropical para· 
dise, then you must sign up for Summer II Oaxaca Study 
Abroad Program." 

Naranjo, a native of Oaxaca who frequently visits his 
family there, said Oaxaca is much closer to Texas Ci-ty 
than Texas City is to Los Angeles. Whereas Los Angeles 
is 1,379 miles from Texas City, Oaxaca is only 993 miles. 

The beallty of Oaxaca resides not only in its beaches, 
mountains and rivers,. but also in its pre-Columbian ar· 
cheological sites, its colonial and modem architecture that 
add to the region's unique cultural and linguistic diver· 
sity. With all these attractions, Oaxaca is the perfect spot 
to learn the language as well as the culture and traditions 
of the more than 16 ethnic groups that live there. 

For more information about these Spanish opportuni
ties contact, Naranjo at ( 409) 938· 1211 or toll free 1 (888) 
258·8859, Ext. 353, or e.mail him at 
<rnaranjo@mail.mainland.cc.tx.us>. 

Espanol diario matutino 'bueno para empezar el dia' 
By RAFAEL NARANJO 
Spanish Translator 

El Programa de Espaiiol bajo la direcci6n del maestro, 
Rafael Naranjo muestra su dinamismo y creatividad a la 
hara de establecer el horario de clases. 

La clase de espafiol se ofrece no solamente coma una 
clase de cr6dito o para ser transferida coma crCdito a otra 
universidad, sino tambien como una clase sin credito 
academico ofr.ecida a traves del departamento de 
Educaci6n Continua que concede CEU 

(Unidades de Educaci6n Continua) para aquCllos que 
los necesitan en sus trabajos or para quienes los necesitan 
para sus licencias profesionales de trabajo. 

El maestro tambiCn ensefia a un grupo de cerca de 30 
estudiantes de secundaria y preparatoria que se educan en 
sus propios hogares que, juntamente con sus padres, se 
reUnen los viernes en el campus de COM. 

"Es una experiencia maravillosa para mi," dijo el mae
stro, "ya que yo creo que un lenguage se aprende mejor 
cuando uoo lo estudia a una edad temprana." Clases de 
espafiol ban sido ofJecidas tambiCn en la preparatoria de 
La Marque (La Marque H.S.) para aquellos estudiantes 
que quieran obtener crCdito doble de prepararia y de 
univerisdad a Un mismo tiempo. "Desafortuoadamente 

no pudimos ofrecer clases en las preparatori!IS este 
sementre por falta de maestros, pero espero que pronto 
podamos volver a ensefiar espafiol en las preparatorias," 
afirm6 el maestro. 

Las clases mas innovadoras que el maestro Naranjo 
ofrece este semestre son las clases matutinas de lunes a 
jueves (de las 7:30 a las 9:20 de la maiiana, todos losdias), 
y las clases vespertinas (de las 5: 15 a las 7:05 de la noche 
por un periodo de ocho semanas. 

"Estas clases est.in diseiiadas para aquellos estudiantes 
que quieran acumular crCditos para su graduaci6n (hasta 
8 crCditos en un semestre ), o para aquellas personas que 
quieran aprender espaiiol de prisa." 

Los estudiantes pueden matricularse ahora para la 
segunda sesi6n de Espaitol II que empieza el 8 de marzo. 
Si ya ban tornado Espafiol l en el pasado, o si alguieo vive 
en un hogar hispanoparlante, esta clase es la mejor para 

• 

obtener Cfeditos," dijo el maestro. 
"Es una buena fonna de empezar su dia," el maestro 

dice a sus estudiantes que afirman que las siete y media 
de la mafiana es muy temprano. "Pues, tambiCn prodrfan 
acabar su dia de una forma agradable al tomar ·mi clase 
de la noche," responde el maestro con una sonrisa. 

Sabre su programa de estudios en el extranjero el mae· 
stro dice, "Si usted quiere aprender espafiol en un lugar 
ex6tico y al mismo tiempo quiere disfrutar la belleza de 
un paralso tropical, entonces necesitan matricularse para 
el programa de verano de estudios en el extranjero llamado 
"Oaxaca Study Abroad Program· Summer II." El mae
stro, que es nativo de Oaxaca y frecuentemente visita a 
su familia allt, dice que Oaxaca est.i mucho mils cerca 
del College of the Mainland que Los Angeles ya que hay 

s61o 993 millas a Oaxaca mientras que a Los Angeles son 
1,379 millas. Sin embargo, la belleza de Oaxaca radica 
en el hecho que, auoque Oaxaca esta fisicamente muy 
cerca de los Estados Unidos, sus playas, sus montaiias y 
sus rios, juntamente con sus sitios arqueolOgicos 
precolombinos y su arquitectura colonial y moderna, 
agregB.ndole su extraordinaria diversidad cultural y 
lingi.Hstica hacen de Oaxaca el lugar perfecta para 
aprender no solamente la lengua sino la cultura y las 
lradiciones de las diversas culturas hispanas. 

Para mayor informaci6o p6ngase en contacto con el 
maestro Rafael Naranjo en los siguientes telCfonos: Lo· 
cal: (409) 938-1211 Ext.353 Larga distancia gratis I (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 353 Direcci6n de e•mail: 
<rnaranjo@mail.mainland.cc.tx.us> 

Spanlah Profnaor Rafu) Naranjo INChH one of hla morning Spanlah c-. The c- are now being 
olltlrod on • fut-track program. Cla .... run Monday-Thuraday for eight Wffka. Naranjo alao wlll take atudenta 
to OU11ca, Mexico, In Summer II, July 8-Aug. 3. (Photo by llilyrll Rucker) 
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News/Features 

• The Gulf Coast Regional lllood Center attaactwd 78 donors at the COIi Biood Drive sponsored by the SAS Feb. 
sand 6 In the Student Center. The Blood Center will return to COIi June 11 and .12. For more Information contact 
the Blood Center toll frH at 1 (800) GV-BLOOD/482-5663. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Blood Center trades T-shirts for blood 
By RANDY GOODE 
Staff Reporter 

The Gulf Coast Reginal Blood Center was on hand Feb. 
5 and 6 at the College of the Mainland Student Center lo 

receive blood donations. The Student Activities Board 
sponsored the C;"ent, at which 78 people donated blood 
during the two-day event. 

Not everyone wanting to donate was able to due to cer
tain restrictions. "Colds and recent tattoos are the most 
common reasons for ineligibilty," said Blood Center phlc
botomist Hope Hawkins. ''Anyone having a tattoo less 
than 1 year old is unable to give blood." Other reasons 
for ineligibility range from using antibiotics and recent 
dental work to ear and body piercing. 

Although type O negative blood is heavily sought for 
its universal application. all blood types arc needed. 

The average donor gives one pint of blood per dona 4 

tion and is able to give again in only eight weeks. Fasting 

is not recommended before or after donating. If the donor 
has been vaccinated or takes blood pressure medication, 
dOnating blood will not weaken the effectiveness. 

After being collected the donated blood is sent to the 
lab to be separated into its various pans. Testing begins 
after 48 hours and when completed, the finished products 
are shipped to their final destinations. 

Although most donors cite a willingness to help others 
as their reason to give blood, there are other advantages. 
Blood Assurance is a program designed IO provide needed 
transfusions to donors and their families. The donor may 
also specify a particular family other than his or her own 
or even two people of different families-named at the 
time of donation-to receive this benefit. 

Everyone who donated blood received a free T-shirt. 
To donate again at COM. visit the Student Center June 11 
and 12 when the Blood Center returns. 

For more information call 1-888-GV-BLOOD or online 
<WWW.givcblood.org>. 

Hand washing minimizes risk of disease 
By RANDY GOODE 
Staff"Reporter 

The Center for Disease Control warns that not washing 
your hands frequently can lead to a variety of health prob
lems. Colds are the most common illnesses., but there are 
other more serious diseases that can be attributed to ev
eryday contact. 

The CDC currently lists hepatitis A, meningitis and in
fectious diarrhea as serious viruses related to poor hand 
washing ha hits. There are several easy to remember hand 
washing steps that will minimize your chances of getting 
any of these diseases. 

Make sure lo wet your hands thoroughly before apply
ing soap. Next rub your hands together vigorously for at 
least 10 seconds before rinsing and drying. The combina 4 

tion of the soap and rubbing is the catalyst that helps re-

move and kiU germs. 
A Baylor College of Medicine health news release also 

suggests the following tips to help reduce the probability 
. of contracting a virus through direct contact: 

•"Avoid hand contact with your mouth, nose and eyes." 
• "Avoid sharing cups, silverware and towels." 
· .. Use a hand sanitizer as an alternative when soap and 

water are not available. This kills 99 percent of germs and 
bacteria." 

• "Instead of handkerchiefs, use disposable tissues. 
Handkerchiefs are breeding grounds for germs."' 

• "Don't forget to wipe down faucets, doorknobs and 
light switches. Germs can be easily lransmitted through 
any household due to daily conact." 

· "Make sure there is good venilation throughout 
your borne or workplace. If neccessary, go outside for 
some fresh air."' 

. 

Opportunity coming for students to voice concerns 
No holding back! Students of C:Ollege of the Main

land once again will be able to express themselves. 
The Student Activities Board is sponsoring an 

informal .Student Concerns Forum March 7 at 12:30 
p.m. in the Leaming Resources Center Auditorium, 
L-131. During this forum students can voice their 
suggestions or problems regarding their COM ex
perience. James Templer, vice president/dean of In-

struction; Dr. Henry D. Pope, vice presidenVdean 
of College and Financial Services; and Pamela Dav
enport, vice president/dean of Student Services, will 
be on hand to speak with students. 

For more information contact Maryann Uric~ 
coordinator of Recreational Programs and Student 1 • 

Activities. al ( 409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 
258-8859, Ext 418. 

U.S. newspapers 
embedded in history 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Editor'.S' Nore: This is Part I of a three-part series. 
"Were it left to me to decide whether we should have a 

government with newspapers, or newspapers without a 
government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the 
latter," Thomas Jefferson said in 1787. Jefferson, third 
U.S. president, wrote the Declaration of Indepenedence. 

The people of the United States are guaranteed by the 
First Admendment to the Constitution the right to free
dom of speech and of the press. 

The Bill of Rights was proposed in 1789 and became 
part of the Constirution in 1791. So, what were newspa
pers like back then? What about even before 1791? What 
was the first American newspaper? 

According to Frank Luther Mott in his book, American 
Journalism: A History from 1690-1960, in 1638 a press 
was set up in the British colonies. The press was a pan of 
the then 2-year--old Harvard University and was under the 
watchful eye of Cambridge authorities. It was responsible 
for printing publications and books, such as sermons, al
manacs and law books. 

The colonial government established during the early 
1700s did not see printing publications with the same eyes 
as Thomas Jefferson. 

Sir William Berkeley, governor of Virginia for 38 years. 
said: "But, 1 thank God, we have no free schools nor print
ing; and I hope we shall not have these hundred years." 

Nevertheless, newspapers were destined to become an 
important part of American society. 

According to <www.bistoricpages.com> the first 
American newspaper, Publick Occurrences Both Foreign 
and Domestick, was printed by Benjamin Harris in 1690. 
This three-page paper was to be '"furnished (to the pub
lic) once a month," but authorities were not about to al· 
low that to occur. 

Only four days after the first issue was published, the 
Massachusetts go~emor and council declared the paper 
had beeD published "without the least Privity or Counte
nance of Authority." Harris was arrested and all but one 
copy were destroyed. 

It was not until 1704, that a newspaper actually sur4 

vived the government. The Boston News-letter was 
founded by John Campbell, the Boston postmaster. The 
paper was, according to Mott, a single sheet and a bit larger 
than a page of Publick Occurrences. 

Campbell left his position as postmaster and took his 
paper with him. The Boston News 4 1etter survived 72 years. 

William Booker succeeded Campbell in the position of 
postmaster and following in Campbell's footsteps, started 
his own paper, the Boston Gazette. James Franklin, with 
13-year..old Benjamin Franklin, his apprentice and brother, 
was the first printer of the Gazptte. When Booker left the 
post office, he banded the paper over to the new postmas
ter, who took. the Gazette to another printer. 

James Franklin then decided to print his own paper, the 
New England Courant, which first appeared Aug. 7, 1721. 
"Though it lasted only five years and a half, the Courant 
i~ one of the most brilliant and interesting of eighteenth 
century American newspapers," Mott writes. 

Many other firsts occurred in American newspaper his
tory. In 1784. the first daily newspaper, the Pennsylvania 
Piicket and General Advertiser, was printed. 'The first black 
newspaper, Freedom'"s Journal, was printed in 1827, 33 
years before the start of the Civil War. Then according to 
<www.infoplease.com> on Feb. 21, 1828, a four-page 
inaugural issue of The Cherokee Phoenix, was printed in 
both Cherokee and English. 

By 1765 newspapers had spread across the seaports of 
New England, along with the fight for independence. 

By 1783, 43 newspapers were in print, according to 
<www.historicpages.com>. A hundred years later, a cen 4 

sus revealed that 11,314 newspapers were in print in the 
See Newspapers Page 5 
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Diamond shines in 'Mission of Love' world tour 
By DANIEL K. IAI 
Stair Reporter 

Past his prime? Not quite. Legendary singer/songwriter 
Neil Diamond continues to draw record-breaking audi
ences 35 years after he hit the Billboard charts with such 
classics as "Cherry Cherry" and .. Solitary Man." 

At 61 and still going strong. Diamond released his 45th 
album Three Chord Opera in July 2001. This album is a 
collection of some of Diamond's more personal songs. 
The album is a landmark accomplishment for Diamond 
who has not written an album entirely by himself since 
1974's Serenade. In the months following its release, 
Three Chord Opera peaked at the No. 15 spot on the Bill
board Music Chart. In a recent Columbia Records press 
release Diamond said of the album. "It's the story of one 
person trying to deal with the world and himself as seen 
through his eyes and ears." 

With the success of his new album, Diamond began his 

Astrodome hosts 
rodeo for last time 
By DANIEL K. IAI 
Stalf~rter 

Since the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo 
was established in 1932, it has left an impressive 
mark on the entertainment industry as well as 
playing a notable role in enhancing the lives of 
s1udents across Texas. 

This year the Livestock Show and Rodeo cel
ebrates its 70th anniversary and final year at Re
liant Asttodome and Hall, ending March 3. 

The Livestock. Show and Rode.a is ranked as 
the largest rodeo event in the world. It draws up 
lo 1 million spectators and as many as 13,000vol4 

unteers annually. The money earned from the ro
deo is contributed to scholaIS.bips. 

Each year the premiere rodeo competition 
draws the top 60 cowboys and cowgirls from 
around the world to compete in various events. 
This year they are eligible to win $740,000 in prize 
money, a new truck and trophy saddles. Events 
include bareback bronc riding. barrel racing. bull 
riding, calf roping, saddle bronc riding. steer wres
tling and team roping. 

The Livestock Show and Rodeo also draws the 
country's top music performers. Some-of the past 
prominent performers include Elvis Presley, 
Waylon Jennings, who died Feb. 13 of diabetes 
complications, and George Strait. In its final year 
at the Reliant Astrodome, big name entertainers, 
such as Bob Dylan, Neil Diamond, Dixie Chicks, 
ZZ Top and Alan Jackson will take the concert 
spotlight. Strai"t will close out the 2002 rodeo 
with a two-hour concert celebration. 

The youth of Texas benefit the most from ro 4 

deo profits. This year the money for scholarships 
breaks down as follows: $1 million in opportu
nity scholarships, $1.4 million in 4·H scholar
ships, $1.88 million in metropolitan scholarships, 
$150,000 for school art program scholarships, 
$350,CX)() for Go Texan scholarships and $1.6 
million in graduate assistance, endowments and 
research. Since 1957 the rodeo has raised $85 
million in educational support. 

The parking at the Astrodome is limited for the 
rodeo, which opened Feb. 12. Houston Metro pro 4 

vides free shuttle buses to the show and rodeo 
from several locations around Houston. Check out 
<WWW.hlsr.com> for a map, time schedule and 
the event listings which will be going on in the 
upcoming weeks at the rodeo. 
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"Mission of Love" tour across the United States last Oc 4 

tober; he will tour through March. Diamond will expand 
his tour to include England and Australia this summer, 
making this the longest tour of his career. 

The unparalled popularity and impact Diamond's mu. 
sic has had on several generations has been partly due to 
Hollywood and the modem use of his songs. Classics such 
as "Girl You'll be a Woman Soon," redone by Urge 
OverKill for the movie Pulp Fiction, and Smash Mouth's 
version of "I'm a Believer" featured in Disney's Shrek, 
have thrust Diamond back into the music spotlight. 

No stranger to Holl¥wood, Diamond himself has ap
peared in two movies and received a Grammy for writing 
the soundtrack for the movieJonathen Livingston Seagull. 
However, after the 1980s movie The Jazz Singer was re
leased, Diamond did not star in another movie until the 
comedy Saving Silverman was released last year. He has 
a small cameo role in the movie. 

Diamond attributes his success to his fans and to his 

music. According to an interview by the Los Angeles 
Tunes, Diamond said: "The music is the key. It has the 
power to transport you. I go from being a slightly inse
cure, shy kind of person offstage, to this super confident, 
motivated, entity on stage. It's the music that takes me 
there every time." 

As his legacy continues to grow, Diamond exhibits no 
signs of tiring or stopping. Diamond told the Los Angeles 
Times: "I'll never give up the chance to be appreciated 
by 10,000 people all at once. I'll do it as long as I'm 
healthy and able to sing and worth the price of admission. 
As long as people show up, so will r." 

His most recent project has been recording a new duet 
version of bis bit song" America" with Melissa Etheridge 
which was used as theme. music for NBC's promotion of 
the 2002 Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City. 

With 37 Top 40 hits under bis belt, and as h.is music . 
continues to incorporate itself into each generation, some 
may ask: "Is Neil Diamond bigger than the Beatles?" 

PTK fulfills Simms' children's wish lists 
By LORI BOYD 
PTK Chapter Reporter 

Each year Phi Theta Kappa members arc given a spe
cial honors study topic. The current topic, "Customs, Tra
ditions and Celebrations: The Human Drive for Commu
nity," seems to be especially appropriate, considering the 
current state of international affairs, Psychologist 
Abraham Maslow once wrote: "Social needs are a strong 
factor in who we are, what we have become and what we 
will be. To overlook these necessities is detrimental to 
the individual and ultimately to the community." 

While looking for projects that,would relate to this topic, 
members of the COM Sigma Delta chapter of PTK felt it 
was their moral responsibility to help those who cannot 
help themselves or who .do not have the means by which 
to do so. For this reason Sigma Delta announced the 
"Hands Across the Community: The Spirit of Caring" 
holiday drive for humanity. 

Before Christmas P'TK collected non.:perishable food 
and other items for those citizens of the community who 

are less fortunate than others. Collection containers were 
set up at various sites on campus. PTK officers Carol 
Voight and Selma Kishwar contacted the counselor at 
Simms Elementary School in Texas City who helped iden~ 
tify 11 children of needy families and provided their first 
names, sizes and Christmas wish lists, 

Through the generosity of COMunity (COM's union), 
faculty, staff and students, PTK collected approximately 
$800 along with toys, clothes. bicycles, stuffed animals, 
health and beauty aids, and many other items. PTK. mem
bers were able to eventually fill almost every single wish 
on the list and provide a few surprise extras, as well. 

Voight, James Boyd and this reporter spent Dec. 20 
shopping and wrapping gifts. On Dec. 21 students, tac.: 
ulty, stafranc:ftheir family members loaded their cars and 
vans and formed a caravan to Simms Elementary. School 
officials were overwhelmed with emotion at the generos
ity shown by the COM community. 

0n behalf of the children, PTK would like to thank 
COMunity, every team and each person who contributed 
cash and gifts to the families of Simms. 

The Spring 2002 lnterCOM staff gather• for a photo on the stair• outalde the Ln.mlng RaaourcM Center over
looking Lake Eckert. Staff members are (front row, from left) Danlel K. LAI, Jennifer L Ruuo, Ola Kal'Nffl; 
(middle row, from tell) Jennifer Demetrloo, Tara Lend, Managing Editor Aprlt Brandon; (back row, from loll) 
Assistant Editor Kristy Roberta and Randy Goode. Not pictured are cartoonist Chris D. Molla, Myra Rucker, 
gueot odttorlatlot Bubba Gotatruck and lntarCOII odvloer Aotrid H. Lowery. (Photo by Aatrld H. Lowery) 
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Campus Life 

Noted scholars lead SBSL conference 
By OIA KAREEM 
Staff Reporter 

The Southwestern Black Student Leadership Confer
ence was held in College Station at Texas A&M Univer
sity Jan. 17-20. The College of the Mainland Organir.:a
tion of African-American Culture, which focuses on ac
knowledging the accomplishments of African Americans 
in the past and present and teaches members about their 
rich culture, participated in the conference. 

The conference featured a number of seminars given 
by prestigious men and women, such as Ors. Rod and 
Laurie H. Fluker, Margaret Grifith and Leonard Shepherd. 
Topics included: "Can't We All Just Get Along? Accept
ing the Challenge to Manage Conflict"; the discussion 
centered on conflict management. "Ready, Sex, Go," was 
an interactive session on sexually transmitted diseases, 
HIV/ AIDS and other sexual health iS5ues. The "Five Steps 
to Academic Success" showed students how to become 
academic successes by using five proven steps. 

This was the 14th annual SBSLC and the theme for 
this year's conference was "The Call to Action: Leaders 
Accepting the Challenge." 

Vice President of Student Affairs at Texas A&M Uni
versity J. Malon Southerland said at the start of the con
ference, "It promises to provide you with the knowledge 
and tools useful for your future leadership roles." 

Aside from stimulating seminars, many open forums 
were available so students could meet and greet all the 

. seminar speakers. The NAACP, Imanni Expressions and 
Amistad Books were among the many who served as par
ticipants in the Vendor Fair, which featured books among 
other things. Wal-Mart, State Farm Insurance and the 
Marine Corps were participants in a career fair. 

An awards banquet was held the la.st day of the confer
ence. This banquet served to congratulate winners of the 
Oratorical Contest An award also was given to the Uni
versity of Connecticut for traveling the farthest. For the 
past two years COM had won the award for registering 
first, but Texas Tech University in Lubbock took home 

that award this year. 
Recognition was given to the Charles E. Williams II 

Advanced Leadership Institute, before known as the Ad
vanced Leadership Institute. The institute, established in 
1999, was recently re-named for Williams, who at the time 
of his death was a student at TexasA&M University. Wil
liams, a native of Galveston, was killed in an automobile 
accident on March 3, 2000, shortly before he would have 
graduated. His cause of death was ironic because in 1998 
he was diagnosed with leukemia. 

"The purpose of the institute is to provide opponuni
ties for exemplary student leaders to engage in an in-depth 
experience that will prepare them to be transformational 
leaders on the campus and in their communities," the 
SBSLC staff explained in their catalog given out on the 
first day of the conference. Williams was initiated into 
the Nu Alpha Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity Inc. 
in 1998. An article in the SBSLC catalog about Willimams 
states, "Charles leaves a legacy that is filled with deter
mination, conviction and immeasurable faith." 

The keynote address was given by Dr. Na'im Akbar, a 
fonner associate professor at Norfolk State University in 
Virginia and chairman of the Morehouse College (Atlanta) 
Psychology Department. 

"I am certain that the 14th annual conference will sur
pass the high standards of its predecessors," stated Ray 
Bowen, president of Texas A&M, in the SBSLC catalog. 

This conference was attended by the folJowing OAAC 
members: Tashiba Bryant, president; Roy Dixon, vice 
president; George West, assistant secretary; Jai LaBlanc, 
treasurer; George Howard, assistant treasurer; this re
porter, parliamentarian; Karla Brown; Toki Lewis; Alicia 
Gardea; Chris Taylor; and Shae Woods. COM Student 
Government members attending the conference were, 
Courtney Johnson, president; Selma Kishwar, treasurer; 
and Arnesha Williams, parliamentarian. 

Jeanette Slaughter, OAAC adviser; James Shippy, SG 
adviser; Beverly Mitchell, SG co-adviser and Patricia 
Jackson, director of COM Career Services, accompanied 
the students on their trip 

Professors help students write successfully 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

The Writing Center, open courtesy of the College 
of the Mainland Humanities Team.- is ready to assist 
students once again this semester. 

The center, located on the right hand side of the 
upstairs mezzanine of the Leaming Resources Cen
ter Library, moved one year ago from Suite B of the 
LRC. Last fall Dr. Gilchrist White, English professor 
and director of the Writing Center, proclaimed a suc
cess with more students making use of the center each 
semester since the move. 

This semester has brought yet another change to 
the Writing Center. Brian Gately is the new student 
assistant for the center and will help with clerical work 
and eventually will peer tutor. 

The center, staffed by English professors, does not 
limit its services to English papers; profes.wrs will 
assist students with papers on any topic, for any sub~ 

· ject. "Professors also will aid students in writing ap
plication letters to four year universities or profes
sional programs," Dr. White said. 

The center is available to students who need help 
with brainstorming ideas, focusing on a topic, clari
fying ideas, organization, development of the es.say, 
grammar, punctuation, spelling and the mechanics of 
writing. Professors will offer honest feedback about 
papers and work with students on a regular basis to 
help them overcome specific weaknesses and to de-

• 

velop their writing strengths. 
English professors will not, however, edit papers, 

rewrite sentences, discuss grades given by other pro
fessors, predict grades or provide topics for papers. 

The Developmental Writing Lab, located in Room 
L-248 of the LRC, continues to be available with com
puter-aided instruction. The lab will aid students with 
gmnmar and mechanical problems. 

The Writing Center is open this spring during the 
following hours: Mondays, 10 a.m.-noon and 12:30-
5:45 p.m.; Tuesdays and Thursdays, 11 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. and 3-5 p.m.; Wednesdays, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
and 2-6 p.m.; and Fridays, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. Walk-ins 
are welcome, but appointments are encouraged. 

The developmental writing lab hours are Mondays 
through Thursdays, 8 a.m.-9:20 p.m.; Fridays, 8 a.m.-
1 p.m.; and Saturdays, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

The Writing Center cannot be staffed during the 
evenings and Saturdays. However, an e-mail addreS5 
is available to students whose schedules conflict with 
the center's hours. Students may e-mail specific ques
tions concerning their papers to 
<Writingcenter@mail.mainland.cc.tx.us>. Students 
should not e-mail entire papers without addressing 
spec,ific concerns. Dr. White hopes to respond to e
mails within 24 hours. 

For more infonnation or to make an appointment,· 
call (409) 938-1211 or'toll free I (888) 258-8859, 
Ext. 220, Writing Center or Ext. 218, Developmental 
Writing Lab. 

• 
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Ola Kareem models a "hat" for the "The Crowning of 
our Heritage" Fashion Show and Dinner Feb. 15. The 
show was part of the COM African American History 
Month celobratlon. (Photo by Kristy Roberta) 

Attention disorder 
also can affect adults 
By JENNIFER DEMETRIOS 
Staff Repomr 

Attention Deficit Disorder is often associated with chil
dren, but adults also may suffer from ADD. 

Adults with ADD often are thought of as spacey or day
dreamers. They stumble through life frustrated and un
aware they suffer from a treatable condition. They have 
trouble noticing they have a problem until they move out 
of their parents' home and start to live on their own. Adult 
sufferers must then rely on themselves to manage their 
time, which in itself is a struggle because of the disorder. 

Although adults with ADD may appear to be interested 
or listening to a conversation inactivity, their minds actu
ally are going in a million directions. It is often difficult 
for ADD suffers to climb the corporate ladder because 

' they are disorganized. This is seen by their bosses as an 
inability to do their assignments. Not only d0Cs their work 
suffer, but also their personal lives, as a result of battles 
with absentmindedness and general memory problems. 
These problems can lead to on.kept promises. 

Other problems adults have due to ADD include feel
ing tired or mentally sluggtish, procrastination, trouble 
with impulsiveness, not knowing whether their behavior 
is appropriate and having short attention spans. Paying 
altention to something not relatively exciting but vital, 
such as sitting down to pay bills can be overwhelming. 
However, when interested in something, adult sufferers 
can stay highly-almost obsessivly-focused, according 
to the National Attention Deficit Disorder Association. 

People battle ADD because! "they often go undiagnosed 
and untreated," said Dr. Tunothy Butcher, in a Baylor Col
lege of Medicine preS5 release. He added some adult suf
fers are diagnosed and treated during childhood, and er
roneously believe they no longer require treatment. This 
is a critical ei:ror. "ADD was long considered a develop- · 
mental disorder that children outgrew during adoles
cence," said Dr. Butcher, the director of the Clinic for 
Adult Attention Problems at Baylor College of Medicine. 
"Now we know that simply is not true. ADD (which is 
quite treatable) is a brain·based problem that can and of
ten does, persist into adulthood." 

Although the problem lingers into adulthood, it can be 
treated. Treatment includes medication and/or therapy. 
Counseling also is avaliable for family members or friends 
to help them understand adults with ADD. 
1 If you or someone you know suffers from ADD, get in 
touch with your local health care provider to be tested. 
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Folk singers Karen Brandow and Charlie King, gave three pertormances at COM Feb 4. King has made 18 con
secutive annual perfomances at COM. The pair sings about controv-.lal Issues that surround Americans today 
and tour throughout the country performing their original songs and those of other folk song writers. 

King of folk entertains COM students 
By KRISTY ROBERl'S 
Assistant Editor 

Charlie King has been entertaining College of the Main
land students. faculty and staff for 18 years, and this year 
was no exception. 

King, with veteran folk singer Karen Brandow, enter
tained audience three time Feb. 4 With folk tunes that dealt 
with everything wrong in the world today. 

The songs, while all dealt with real issues, were mostly 
presented in a humorous fashion. The duo poked fun at 
Jhe SUV (sport utility vehicle) drivers of the world. But 
rest assured, despite their song, most SUV drivers are not 
going to give up their vehicle in lieu of walking. 

They also made quite a joke of Dr. Laura, the doctor 
who is not really a doctor at all. Then why do millions of 
people listen to her talk show? Their point exactly! 

Nothing about the wrongs of the world was left out, as 
the duo sang about everything from condonis to civil un
rest to the Middle East. However, with King and Brandow, 
nothing is sacred as they also sang tunes involving the 
Sesame Street moppets and that ever-sweet and fun-lov
ing character, Burt. Who knows, he may be sinister. 
Brandow showed the audience a comparison picture of 
Burt and Osama bin Laden, and they do f8vor each other. 

Yet on the more serious side, Brandow was able to sway 
the audience with a ballad performed entirely in Spanish 
about the United States intervention in Chile in the 1970s. 

The singing and song-writing duo tour throughout the 
country performing their own songs as well as songs writ
ten by other folk singers. If you missed them at COM, 
and would like information on any of their upcoming 
shows, check out King and Brandow's Web site at 
<WWW.CHARLIEKING.ORG>. 

African-American art work displayed 
By MYRA RUCKER 
Staff ReporlA!r 

This spring the College of the Mainland Art Gallery is 
featuring the paintings of African-American artist Leamon 
Green through Feb. 21. 

Green's work deals with the issues of identity, that sur~ 
round him as a black artist, and how he weaves those is
sues-along with his personal life-to create intensely 
vivid paintings. He sees his subjects fitting into one of 
two categories: portraits or objects. 

Green is interested in printmaking and how it looks 
within the context of his paintings. He strives to incorpo
rate his style of printmaking into his paintings. Using 
woodcutting and silk screening, he employs a technique 
that he refers to as "layering" to obtain the desired look. 
He paints on paper and then mounts the paper onto 
foamboard. Interestingly, he uses no frames in his paint
ings, and his larger works seem almost placed together as 
if in a puzzle. 

In these mixed media pieces on display in the COM 
Gallery, Green, who teaches at Texas Southern Univer
sity, has used African sculptures he owns and by juxtapo
sition has placed them beside a portrait of a modem man. 

"Art is an evolving thing; it grows and changes as one 
works on ii," Green said. ··My paintings are how the black 
male is perceived and how he perceives himself in 

, 

• 

America. Everyone has a view and this is mine." At his 
opening Jan 22, he talked about barriers and that they are 
not always seen as ugly, but that they still are barriers. 
Green uses photo archives for the portraits, and then res
urrects the people by placing them in his paintings. 

The artist said he starts his ideas in sketchbooks that 
go on to larger sheets of paper, then on to paintings. Each 
of his paintings has its own visual translation for him; 
and the resurrection theme is one central factor. 

Dpring a lively question and answer time, Mark 
Greenwalt, one of the COM art professors said, "The res
urrecting that is in these painlings re-enters the world as 
a new thing, while the layers of history that are seen in 
these works, come up to the present." 

The cross-cultural effect of Christian and African art
work is seen as relevant in these unusual paintings. The 
natural way that Green makes his artistic decision is al
lowing changes to remain and become part of the pro
cess, which then becomes the "layering." He leaves 
changes for interest and for deJelopment's sake. 

Al the end of Green's tallc, Janet Hassinger, the gallery's 
curator closed with these words, "Creation makes the 
painting; the viewer then re-creates it in his own inter
pretation of the piece." 

Green's works may be viewed during gallery hours: 
Mondays, 10:30-5 p.m.; Wednesdays, noon-6 p.m.; and 
Thursday5, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
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Distribution of 9/11 
funds questionable 

Kristy 
Roberts 

I do not believe you will find a person who does not 
sympathize with the families who lost loved ones in the 
tragic events of Sept. 11. Nor do I believe you will find a 
person who does not deem those families deserving of 
some sort of financial support. But when did we start 
putting a value on people's lives based on their educa
tion, job earnings or social stat\J,s? 

Determining a person's worth is the most vexing 
question facing the U.S. Justice Department committee 
overseeing the compensation fund for the government. 

Shortly after the "9/11" tragedy, the government set up 
a special fund called the "compensation fund" for the ' 
families who lost loved ones. Since that day controversy 
has reigned over how to divide those funds:Questions of 
fairness and equality have come from Sen. Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, 0-N.Y.; Rep. Martin Meehan, D
Mass.; New York Gov. George Pataki; and many others. 

Many of us heard news reports that each family will 
receive $1.65 million; however, I found that to be 
somewhat misleading. 

Kenneth R. Feinberg, special master (a fancy term 
meaning he was appointed by ilfe president to oversee 
the fund) for the Justice DeAartment, developed the fund 
regulations and asked the Justice Departinent to oversee 
all legalities,. 

This all sounds fme, but t,he problem is deciding 
exactly what the regulations should be. 

The regulations for the fund -are based upon a "pro
jected compensation sum," which basically says that if 
you are wealthy you are entitled to a bigger piece of the 
pie. But if you are poor or an illegal immigrant, your 
share of the pie will be tremendously reduced. Some 
may ask, "What is wrong with the way the funds are to 
be disbursed? They are trying to be fair." 

I ask, what is fair about the family of an illegal 
immigrant who came to this country so that his or her 
family could have a better life. That family now cannoi: 
eat or clothe themselves and are too afraid to come 
forward to claim their share for fear of being deported? 

According to a Jan. 14 New York Ttmes article, .. Sept. 
11 Victims Criticize Compensation Plan," a person 65 
years old, with no dependent children who earned 
$25,000 annually, would qualify for $500,000 in 
compensation. But a person 40 years old, with a spouse 
and two children who earned $100,000, annually would 
qualify for $1.8 million. Does this not foUow the age-old 
adage of the rich get richer while the poor get poorer? 

Since when does one person or one government entity 
get to decide that a 65-year-old person who may have 
been making $25,000, would not hil the lottery that next 
day and become a millionaire? And how does that one 
person or entity .know that that 40-year-old making 
$100,000 would not have been killed the next day in an 
accident? And who is to say that a person, gay or 

lesbian, in a 20-year relationship is not the next of kin of 
his or her partner who fell victim to the tragic events? 

If the fund is to be equally and fairly distributed to all 
families, shouldn't the Justice Department determine 
bow many families actually lost loved ones in the events 
of 9/11? After that determination is made, the depart
ment should divide the pie equally by that number of 
families. Just because the poor have always been 
oppressed, must the Justice Department continue that 
tradition? Why are the poor, the immigrants, legal or 
otherwise, not treated equally? 

No one person, and certainly no government body, 
should have the right to detennine a person's worth 
bases upon bis or her level of education or social status 
or employment income. 
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Advice for students lost on COM campus 

As a student returning to college after a long hiatus, 
I've managed to ma.k.e my way around campus for a few 
weeks, and I'm learning a lot in the process. There are a 
few things, however, that should have been mentioned at 
the time I paid tuition. 

For example, everyone should be warned that if you 
cannot type-or at least hunt and peck-on a keyboard 
you are in trouble. Computers are here to stay, which is 
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probably best since most professors can't decipher my 
encrypted doctor's handwriting anyway. 

Don't forget your floppy disk. Even if you don't have 
a computeMelated class, it has been my experience that 
eventually you will need one. In the end the floppy may 
only be used as an expensive coaster for your classroom 
beverage, but a( least you are prepared. 

Park at the first open space you find. Do not think you 
can overcome what I am sure is years of planning by the 
physical education staff to make sure at least ooe of your 
classes is all the way across campus. 

Watch out for P.E. Although this class is cleverly 
disguised as an easy credit, think twice before signing . 
up. A mile feels longer than it used to and now they 
actually give wriuen tests. 

Bring a towel to P.E. Nothing is worse than having to 
stand buck naked under a hair dryer for 20 minutes. 

Carrying your textbooks in a paper bag will not work. 
Besides being functional, a backpack is an eMential part 
of your school ensemble that represents who you are and 
what you are about, or so I'm told. 

Do not play pool in the Student Center. The guys that 
hang out there are descendants of Slick Willy and will 
run the table before you can pick out a pool cue. That is 
definitely not stress relieving. 

Ignore the complaints about the food in the cafeteria. 
After cooking for myself for a few years. I've gotten less 
picky in Ibis area. If it's warm and not moving, il's good 
enough for me. 

Beware of the ducks! I understand they are cute and 
practically beg to be petted. but watch out. They are 
greal fun until you try to feed them by hand. Then it's a . 
bad re-creation of the B movie Carnivore Duck with 
your fmgers playing the part of victim. AJ,o think about 
this before approaching our fowl friends. Running from 
a hungry duck across campus cannot be done in any 
graceful or redeeming fashion. 

Considering I've only been here a few weeks, I think 
I've done quite well. I'm not failing any courses. and I 
haven't forgotten my P.B. towel in awhile. Now if I 
could ooly figure out how to get a ride from one class to 
another on one of those golf carts going by .... 

• 
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Will mandated speed 
limit be challenged? 

D 11lellt. ":bai . .. . 
' 

We all know it's coming. No one likes it. It could be 
here as early as March. What am I talking about? The 
dreaded speed limit reduction on Texas highways. 

The politicians tell you it must be done to lower the 
pollution rate. They might be able to fool you-with all 
their fast talking mumbo jumbo-into thinking it's 
necessary. But when you clear away all the clutter you 
might ask, .. Will Texans actually benefit?" 

I am asking the same question everyone else is. "What 
is the point?" 

If you think about it-which the government hopes 
you don't-you will see the reduction as a clever scheme 
for the "fat cats" to get fatter. The day those signs go up 
the highway patrol cronies, who have nothing better to 
do but sit on the side of the road, hiding in a bush, radar 
gun in hand, will be waiting for those unlucky souls who 
forgot that 70 is no longer the legal speed limit. 

Tickets will flow like water. Will that money go to the 
environment? I wouldn't bold my breath. Don't we pay 
enough money to the government? If pollution really is a 
concern, why wasn't it handled earlier? Or if pollution 
really is the concern, shouldn't more attention be paid to 
regulating factories and refmeries? 

Some poople may think. a red11ction from 70 to 55 mph 
rs not a sacrifice, and maybe I'.mjust uyiog to stir 
emotion into something that is better left alone. (Some~ 
one once said, "Why wake a sleeping giant?") But it's 
our right to question something with which we do not 
agree. If 011r complaints go only as far as our family a~d 
friends, aren't we just spouting a bunch of hot air? What 
can your family and friends do about the changed speed 
limit besides nod their heads in agreement. To sin by 
silence when one must protest makes cowards of men. 

I, like many College of the Mainland students. do not 
live in Texas City. I get up an hour before my classes 
actually begin to make sure I get to the campus oo time. 
Most of my classes are in the morning, so that means if I 
have an 8 a.m. class, I have to leave Galveston by 7:30. 
This becomes a pain and an irritant depending on 
whether or not I sleep well the nigfit before. With the 
speed limit changing, 1 will have to get up even earlier to 
make sure I am at COM at the right time. "Why not just 
go to later classes?" you ask. I, like others, have to work 
and can only schedule classes in the mornings. 

I'm sure others f~I the same way. We should protest 
lhe speed limit change. If you look back in history, 
nothing significant has been done for people unless they 
joined together, spoke out for what they wanted and 
pushed unlil they got it Why do people settle for 
ridiculous laws without looking al the big picture? Put 
simply, Americans arc too busy to worry about such 
things as speed limit changes. But if we don't wake up 
soon. those problems will spawn other problems. 

Soon enough the speed.limit will be in place. After a 
few months it will be the nonn. It will become a routine 
in our daily commute and soon tbe arguments against it 
will be forgotten. This is what the governmenl hopes for. 
So as long as we are too busy with the activities, 
schedules and problems of our own lives. the politicians 
will continue to do as they please no matter how unfair. 
What a democracy! 

Just remember when you are behind a slow driver 
pushing 60 mph and you are laying on your car horn 
ready to punch the guy in the face, it's ooly a matter of 
time until we will all be driving like turtles. If nothing 
else it will be an exercise in patience . 

• 

Movie buff desires 
to film screenplay 
Continued from Page 1-----------

While in high school Pepin wrote a short skit called, 
"Five Days Later." At the time of his death, he was work
ing on filming the skit. It was about friends and family 
trying to get over a loved one's death when they discover 
that he had an explanation for his suicide in the pocket of 
the suit he was wearing. Determined to find an answer 
they think up ways to get to that note. Pepin had arrange
ments with local cemeteries and other places to film his 
15-minute video. He had friends willing to help and was 
hoping to make the video the first step in his career. 

Students in high school and college often arc stuck with 
jobs they really do not enjoy. Not Pepin! He only had jobs 
at movie rental places. He first worked at Empire Video, 
then Hollywood Video, and for the last year and a half he 
worked at Blockbuster Video. He enjoyed working at those 
places because he was able to learn more about movies 
and tell others what he knew about the movies. 

Funeral services for Pepin were held Jan. 11 at Emken
Linton Funeral Home in Texas City. Burial was at Forest 
Park East Cemetery in Webster. 

Survivors include his mother Karen Pyyko; father and 
stepmother Ruth and Albert Pepin; grandmother Mildred 
Corvelli and husband Alfred; grandparents Rudy and 
Helen Pepin; brothers Bryan Pepin. Jared and Jason 
Castille; sisters Alicia Milutin and Ashley Stanich; aunts 
Rita Harrington and Charlotte Pepin; uncles R. Lee Pepin, 
Kenny and William Pyyko; nephew Kory Allen and niece 
Kirsten Allen; and numerous other relatives and friends. 

Harry Potter's box 
--jf!--_office .succes'1 ·· • 

By Dale Pepin 
Staff Reporter 

,I 

People seem to relish escapism. hence films are 
a pastime. Taking a pilgrimag"e to a wizard school 
seems like a swell start. 

Harry Potter and the Sorceror's Stone has 
belted many box office records for weeks and it 
seems inevitable to cross over the $300 million 
mark domestically. but most importantly, it has 
perhaps provided a slight relief from monotony. 

J.K. Rowling's book explores a realm of magic, 
monsters and heroics as it foUows the young wiz
ard Harry Potter through his escapades with ec
centric teachers, nefarious conspiracies and a dark 
wizard of macabre power. 

We learn of Potter's origins. his scar and fol
low his journey with fellow friends as they it
tend Hogwarts, the school for witchcraft. 

Dazzling scenes of Quidditch, a sport combin
ing football and soccer played on broomsticks, 
giants, dragons and encounters with trolls create 
a mystical atmosphere of danger and intrigue. 

By the end of the picture, an entire denizen of 
fascinating characters is brought to life, setting 
the stage for future adventures with magic folk. 
and muggles alike (m"uggles are non-magic folk, 
as told eatly in the film). 

In essence, the movie explores one boy's 
metam.orphasis from an outsider who is stripped 
of love and kinship, to an idolized savant who 
has found acceptance and a sense of destiny. 

And with just the flick of a wand, our minds 
are spellbound with anticipation of more antics 
in upcoming installments with Rowling's other 
Potter books.soon to be released in cinemas. 

E.dilor S note: TnU 1tory W1U origiMll:r written for the (h. 

cember issue of lnterCOM; we ,ww print~ Harry Potter' 
tn'KW in rru:mo,y of &lt1 Pq,ul. 

• 

laterCOM, Febnwy 2802, Page 11 

Sparky'• Jazz Expfff9 porfomlo at the Faculty Aecllal Jan. 31 In the Fl11t1Arta Recltal Hall, Room.F-117. From lelt 
are Ethen Alkln11011 on guitar, lllke Lalavln on druma, Brian CaNY on boas guttar and Spar!ly Koerner on 
trumpet. Tho bonefl1 rat- money for mualc ocholarohlpa. (Photo t,y Aprtl Brandon) 

Faculty's musical talents showcased 
Continued from Page 1 ---------
companied Heffel and Koerner's solos on piano and per
formed "Dorian Prelude," a piece be composed. Adjunct 
Instructor Ethan Atkinson played solos on the guitar. 

The nearly two-hour show ended with Spark:y's Jazz 
Express, which included Koerner on the trum.pet;Atkinson 
on the guitar; Brian Casey, assistant band director at 
Brazoswood High School, on the bass guitar; and Mike 
Lefavbre, owner of Houston Percussion Center, on the 
drums. Sparky's Jazz Express dedicated "There Will 
Never Be Another You" to the audience and further dedi
cated "My One and Only Love" to his wife. 

Koerner said. "The main reason to raise money for mu
sic scholarships is so that the music faculty can recruit 
talented students from local high schools and help them 
with their tuition." 

The recital was followed by a patrons' reception which 
was generously provided by Norman and Jean Koneman. 

"We have had some people in the community who have 
been absolutely wonderful right off the bat," Heffel said. 

Those interested in making personal or corporate do
nations to the music scholarship fund should contact 
Heffel or Koerner at (409) 938-1211 orloll free I (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 200 or Ext. 347, respectively. 

Historical successes prevelant 
Continued from Page 1 Not to be overlooked, are the outstanding achievements 
State, also is favored by many to become the first black of record and film producer, song writer, performer and 
U.S. president. ';'"~';""'"~~~~~-,.-~entertainer Quincy Jones. The computer and lechnical 

African American accomplishments are readil)' visible world al6o 6enelited from the aconipllstmrent!tof Ron 
in today's society, just as they were in times past. Cadet. president and chief executive officer of Bay View 

Dr. Charles Drew, most famous for his research on blood Systems Inc., which currently launched a new digital and 
plasma, received his medical degree from Columbia Uni- audio system called Duolizer, which will satisfy the re-
versity in 1940. While researching the collection and stor- cording industry and will replace Nabster. 
age of blood at Columbia, Drew concluded that blood College of the Mainland celebrates African American 
plasma could be used in blood transfusions instead of History Month throu~ Feb. 28. The COM festivities in 4 

whole blood since it lasted longer and was less likely to eluded something for everyone from a Martin Luther King 
become contaminated. Drew was later named director of Jr. tribute presented by Phi Theta Kappa (the International 
the Red Cross Blood Bank and assistant director of the Honor Society for the Two-Year College) to a "Dress for 
National Reasearch C.ouncil. Ironically in 1950 while driv- Success" Fashion Show and Luncheon, which will be held 
ing to the Andrew Medical Clinic in Tuskegee, Ala., Drew Tuesday, Feb. 26, at 12:30 p.m. in the Student Center. 
was critically injured in an automobile accident. He was The COM celebration will conclude·Thursday, Feb. 28, 
not admitted to the closest hospital because of his race. at 12:30 p.m. with a Multicultural Lunch Fest in the Stu-
By lhe lime Drew could be ttansported lo a hospilal lhal denl Cenler Sun Room. All COM students, facully and 
would treat him, he died from loss of blood. ' staff are invited. Although there is no admission fee for 

Presently there is no lack of black leaders in politics, the luncheon. guests are required to bring a covered dish, 
sports. entertaig..m.ent and business. Always involved in representing their culture, to share with others. 
the fight for the underdog, Rev. Jesse Jackson currently AfricanAmcricansbavemademaoygreatcontributions. 
is lending a helping hand to the Enron employees who However. the one month that celebrates black history is 
were blindsided by the company's demise at the hands of not enough time to discover all the accomplishments of 
its corporate leaders. the African American people. 

SAB to host Combat Mini-Triathlon 
The College of the Mainland Student Activities Board 

will sponsor a Combat Mini-Triathlon to be held May 25 
at 7:30 a.m. beginning in lhe COM Gym. 

Entries are limited to the first 300 people to register. 
The event will consist of a 300-yard swim, a IS-mile 

bike ride and a 3-mile run. 
Toe registration fee is $35 for individuals and $55 for 

relay teams prior to May 10. After May 10 the fee is raised 
to $45 for individuals and $65 for teams. 

For more information contact Maryann Urick, coordi
nator of Recreational Programs and Student Activities and 
SAB adviser, at ( 409) 938-1211 or loll free I (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 418. 
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What's Happening 

¥; f 5., 
., . .. ~'; ,. 

The COM OAAC held a Yalentlne'o Day bake sale In front of Iha Student C-r Feb 14, Member• are (front row, 
from left) Courtnay Johnaon; Tuhlba Bryan~ president; Karma Humphr-,,; Karla Brown; llarrtngton Tralle; Brandy 
Baker; and (back row, from left) Roy Dixon, vice president; and Toki Lawla. (Photo by Krlaty Roberta) 

Phi Theta Kappa hosts MLK Tribute 
By KRISTY.ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., one of the greatest civil rights 
leaders, has had his birth celebrated as a national holiday 
in this country since 1986. 

Although primarily African Americans have celebrated 
this holiday, the reasons for the holiday and the study of 
Dr. King's triumphs and defeats is one that people, re-

ardless 
e am an 1gma lta Chapter of 

Phi Theta Kappa (the International Honor Society for the 
Two-, Year College) sponsored a tribute to honor Dr. King 
Jan. 22. 

The tribute began with a documentary of"The S1rugglo 
Continues," which highlights Dr. King's 1968 speech, "I 
Have Been to the Mountaintop.•• It also contains a speech 
given by Robert Kennedy after Dr. King's assassination. 

Several COM professors and students made guest 
speaking appearances. The first to speak was Rafael 
Naranjo, assistant professor of the Social and Behavioral 
Scienoes Team. Naranjo, who teaches Spanish, spoke 
about how Dr. King's speeches have affected the Hispanic 
population in the United States. 

Naranjo has taught at two predominantly black colleges 
and also received the Martin Luther King Jr. award from 
the College of Santa Fe in New Mexico for his service to 
the community. 

Johnny Morris, president of the COM PTK, spoke about 
his visit to Dr. King's tomb and the impre$ion he was 
left with after he viewed Dr. King's resting place at the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Historic Site in Atlanta. 

Dr. Margaret Caylor, pRlfes>o< of 1be Social and Be
havioral Sciences Team, who teaches sociology and an
thropology, spoke about Dr. King and his views on 
multiculturalism, social activism and his belief in unity 
for all humanily. 

u e with a moving speech by 
Alexander T. Pratt, associate dean of Educational Pro
grams, who also teaches history. He spoke about his per
sonal experiences as a black man growing up in the South. 

He gave the audience an insightful firsthand account of 
how black people were treated as second-class citizens 
by the public school system, public transportation, res
taurants and colleges. 

Dean Pratt spoke about how it felt to have to drink from 
SC'parate fountains, sit in the back of the bus and what it 
was like to have to eat at the basement restaurant of the 
department stores in downtown Houston instead of the 
main-level restaurant reserved for the ''white" people. 

Dean Prati also made the audience think about the 
changes in our society. However, he also said that even 
though some people may say, "'look h_ow far we have 
come'; it is not enough." Even though minorities have 
moved up in social status, Dean Pratt said, "Injustices still 
exist today." 

Kuumba House kicks off new semester 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Stalf Repomr 

The spring semester Welcome Back Kickoff held in the 
College of the Mainland Student Center oo Jan. 29 was a 
huge success. The Student Center was filled with students 
participating in the afternoon events. 

Students enjoyed free food and entertainment while hav
ing the opportunity to learn about the various clubs and 
organizations at COM. Although not all clubs had repre
sentatives present, clubs represented included the Student 
Aclivities Board, which organized the even I, and the Stu
dents for Christ club. 

Taking center stage at the Kickoff was lbe Kuumba 
House Dance Theatre. The group was sponsored by the 
COM ·Multi-Cultural Team, Organization of African
American Culture, Student Support Services and SAB. 

• 
• 

• 

Comprised of three female dancers and two male drum* 
mm, the Kuumba Hou:se dancers entertained COM fac* 
ulty, students and staff with various Zulu, Xhosa, Sotho 
and Shangaan dances. The Kuultlba House dancers per
formed .. Soweto Sunrise.'' a combination of dances for 
male and female initiation into adulthood, love and pride. 
Several students were incorpor3tcd into two of the dances. 

The Kuumba House Dance Theatre is a performing arts 
company that creates, teaches and presents the cultural 
experience of African art forms through music. The danc
ers give energetic performances of traditional and con
temporary ritual, ceremonial, social fDd folk dances in 
aulhentic costumes to live music. 

The Kickoff concluded with door prizes: two $10 gift 
certificates to Wal-Mart and one SlO gift certificate to 
Cinemark. 1\vo of the winners were Myia Joiner and 
Courtney Moore. 

• 

•• 

People Speak Out 
By lnleiCOM Edllonud Slaff 

The Texas I>epamn411t'of Tramiponatiou 1111-

nounced the change m the 1ega1 speed limit 011 an 
Texas highway, from 70 mph bad to SS mph. 
The change was brought about because of ex,:es. 
sive ozone alert c1a,. and - of 0llACetll for the 
environmenL Tbcrcfure, lllle!COM a&l:ed: How 
will 1be changed speed limit affect you? 

Judie Olvan,: I to- , 
tallydi&agm,beawse 
it is not right. II is go
ing to take loeger to 
get to your destination. 

Ryu Slrjckl!ad: 
tltlvtng 70mphfor JO 
min11to1 is goina to put 
the same amount of 
polllllioo Into 1be air as 
driving 55 mph for 15 
or20-. 

Matt Braelwr. I lhinl< 
it's unnecessary to re,. 

duce the speed limiL 
The positive.-, oo 
our enviromnent will 
be mmirnol The OOll8 

far outweigh the pmo. 

Jeal4ae. Jutke, It 
illa'tgoingro woit. I'm 
going to bave to get ap 
extra early and mall .. ..,,...re. We should 
proteat; I'm going: to 
aetatk:kelevcryday. 

llmelNfflllllo:ltis 
terrible. Now that I 
have a cu that can 
travel tllal fast. they 
cruoa,t the speed llmit. 

S..e·Recbcr: I don't 
like it. But 1rm«iu1<1 
Ml'aJiact 61'oongestioa 
by everybocly k<:cpiq 
tbe ss mph speed llniit, 
- eve,y1hing would 
bebetter. 

Braadle Smilll: I do 
notthlnktbespeodllmlt 
should becbanp £t back 
to S5 mph. It did .not 

- out befon:. Why 
wwld it- any bet
ter now? 

Pam Vk.brs1lt bas 
good and bad points. 
The good points.,., .... 
..., ODIISefV8lion ad 
fe.wer accideat&. The 
bad aae is it will tue 
loopr to aet to wO<t. 
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Accident claims 
student's life 
ByTARALAND 
Staff Repurter 

Dale Andrew Pepin, 20, a full-lime student at 
College or the Mainland and an active member 
of the journalism program as a reporter for the 
InterCOM. died Jan. 8 in a car accident. Accord
ing to the Texas City Sun, Pepin was traveling 
east on FM 517 at a high rate of speed and lost 
control of his car, taking a sharp curve. He was 
hit on the driver's side by an 18-wheeler. J 

Pepin graduated from Texas City High School · 
in May 1999 and started attending COM lhat fall. 
He had planned to transfer to the University of 
Houston this fall. 

Like many students., Pepin was not sure what 
he wanted to major in. but he bad a passion for 
movies. As a high school studeot be video~ 

... • siicl,. 
as the cheerleadmg squa competitions and ffle:r'

ater productions. I 
Pepin was known for his video camera. 
Once last fall while the lnterCOM staff was I 

working newspaper production, Pepin mentioned 
that he watclted movies like a stockbroker watches 
the !tocks. Every day for hours he would be on 
the Internet looking at soon-to-be-released mov
ies or those already in theaters. With an active 
imaginalion and excellent writing skills, Pepin's 
dream was to one day write film scripts. 

See Movla Page 11 

Dale Pepin, COM Student and lnlorCOM re
porter, lost his Ille In a two-vohlclo accident 
Jan. 8. Pepin, an avid movie buff, waa work
Ing on a video proftcl at Iha time of hla deolh. 

• 
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TIPA Award-winner 

Tho l<uumba - Danca Theatre perlorma at lha W91conie Bliek Kickoff Jan. 29 In Ille ~ canter. The 
dancera INCh and p,-nt Iha cuftural experience of African arto to COM pm1cip11nta. The dancera .,,_,11oc1 
one of..,,.,.. aventa - took place at COM In honor ot African Amoffcan Hlatory Month.(Photo by Tara land) 

COM honors African Americans 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
AsslstantEditGr 

National African American History Month, more com
monly known as Black History Month, is a time for people 
of all races to gain a better knowledge and understanding 
of the African American culture. 

In 1915 Carter Godwin Woodson, the father of black 
history, founded "the Aswciation for the Study of Negro 
Life and History." Through the association Woodson pro
posed a week be *t aside for the study of black history, 
and in 1926 he realized his dream. Woodson chose the 
second week of February for the observance because of 
its proximity to Abraham Lincoln's birthday. In 1976 tbe 
association further succeeded in expanding the observance 

to what we know today as National African American 
History Month. 

This year President George W. Bush, in a White House 
press release, proclaimed "The Color Line Revisited: Is 
Racism Dead?" ll5 the theme for this year's celebration. 

Black History Month is a time to celebrate and acknowl· 
edge the accomplishments of African Americans of the 
past and present. W.E.B. Du Bois is best known for his 
part in founding the National Association for the Advance• 
ment of Colored People in 1909 and helping the associa
tion to become the single most influential organization 
for African Americans. 

One of the more well-known black leaders of today is 
Gen. Colin Powell. Powell, the current U.S. Secretary of 

See Hiatorical Page 11 

Music professors raise scholarship funds 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Members of the College of the Mainland Performing 
and Visual Arts faculty presented a Faculty Recital Jan. 
31 to raise money for music scholarships. 

Scholarships for music and art students, whicjl had pre
viously been available through the President's' Account, 
were discontinued as of this semester. 

Funds for the President's Account come from revenues 
generated from campus vending machines, the bookstore 
and the Child Development utb. 

When Dr. Homer .. Butch" Hayes took over as COM 
president, he made the decision to make the funds avail
able oot <>n½' to music and art students but also to stu
dents who may have oo other way to fund their college 

• 

tuition. "Funds are used to support activities for which 
tax revenue cannot be used." Dr. Hayes said. 

Dr. Hayes made the decision to use the funds not only 
for scholarships, but also for other activitie& such as send
ing Phi 1beta Kappa members to state and national events. 

With the loos of the scholarship money, Professor James 
Heffel, director of vocal music activities, decided to take 
matters into his own hands and with the help of other 
music instructors organized a scholarship benefil charg
ing a $10 admission fee. Heffel said, "It is very" rare to 
have an entire performing arts music faculty who are all 
of professional performance calibre." 

Hcffel opened the benefit singing solos in baritone. 
Music Professor Sparky Koerner played solos oo trum
pet and fluegelhorn. Associate Professor Paul Boyd ac~ 

See Faculty's P- 11 
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What's Happening 

COM reigns in men's 3-on-3 basketball 

COM students Aurora Rodriguez, Adrlanna Aguirre 
and Rachel Buchanan compete In the women's 3-or,. 
3 baautbaH tournament during the OCIC Sports Day 
held at San Jacinto College Central -21. The team 
won aecond place. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

By OLA KAREEM 
Staff Reporter 

Once again College of the Mainland was victorious in 
the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day held 
March 21, bringing home. first place. second place and 
third place wins. 

COM students Richard Goodnight, Mike Google, TOki 
Lewis and Joe Grant reigned in first place in the men ·s 
round robin 3-on-3 basketball tournament defeating GCIC 
colleges: Kingwood, Lee, Brazosport and San Jacinto 

North, Central and Sou1h. 
Spor1S Day was held on lhe San Jacinto College Cen

tnll campuo. La&t semester it was held al COM. 
COM took second place in men's 1ennis, table tennis 

,and womcn's3-on-3 boskelball tournaments. defeating Lee 
and San Jacinto North and Soulh. 

COM also-had two lhitd place victories, one in softball 
and one in golf. 

La&t semester COM took first place in softball and bas
ketball and second in 8-ball. 

l\velve events made up this year's GCIC Sports Day: 
volleyball, softball, men's and women's tennis, men's and 
women's racquetball, 8-ball, table tennis, men's and 
women's 3-on-3 basketball, and men's and women's golf. 

In order to take part in Sports Day, students were re
quired to compete in small tournaments in all events ex
cept softball and volleyball. Those two categories only 
called for tryouts. 

Preparation for competing studen_ts included practices 
Mondays and Wednesdays seVeral weeks prior to the event. 
On Spans Day students bad 10 be at COM by 7:30 a.m. 10 
get on a college van to ride to San Jacinto Central. 

The nine colleges that took part were COM, Brazosport. 
Kingwood, Lee, Nonh Harris County, Wharton County, 
and San Jacinto Central, North and South. 

Thirty-two COM students participated in Sports Day, 
which is open to all students. 

-"I thought COM was represented very well," said 
Maryann Urick. coordinator of COM Recreational Pro
grams and Student Activities. 

This semester Butch Sutton, director of Recreation and 
Sports at San Jacinto College Central and chairman of the 
GCIC althletic di\lisioo, organized the event. Sports Day 
is hosted by a different college each fall and spring. 

For more information contact Urick at (409) 938-1211 
or toll free at I (888) 258-8859, Ext 418. 

Easter Bunny makes early visit to campus 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

Children's eyes grew wide and faces lighted up at the 
sight of the icing, jellybeans, sprinkles and other various 
goodies provided for decorating mounds of cookies ·and 
cupcakes. Balloons adorned lhe outside of the College of 
the Mainland Gym March 23 at the annual Student Ac
tivities Board Easter Egg Hunt. 

SAB members under the supervision of Maryann Urick. 
coordinator of Recreational Programs and Student Activi~ 
ties. went out of their way to provide two hours of fun for 
the community children. 

SAB member Jenni Fisher cook: on the enormous tnk 
of baking all the sugar cookies thal the children creatively 
dooorated and later dcvouRJCI. Fisher, 1ogetherwith Nia>Ie 

Cotham, Michael Harris, Byron Hambrick, Pat Donoho 
and Zac Winn, all members of SAB, then proceeded to 
courageously lead three groups of 25 or more children on 
an Easter egg hunt. Cotham and Fisher with the 4 and 
under group; Hambrick with the 5- to 8-year-olds; and 
Winn with the older children, looked like Pied Pipers as 
they Jed their respedive groups on the hunt for the ever
prized, candy-stuffed plastic Easter eggs. 

The morning bunt ended with prizes being given for a 
coloring contest (and every child had a different depic
rioo of what color the Easter Bunny should be). Four chil
dren received large white furry ( and shedding) stuffed 
Easter Bunnies. Jeremy Davis II won for the. 2- to 3-year
olds; Mandi Montgomery woo for the 4- to 5-year--olds; 
Mary Roberts won for the 6- to 7-ycar-olds; and Fendi 
Kerlegao woo for lhc 8 and "above calegory. 

Enthusiastic writers wanted for InterCOM staff 
By APRIL BRANDON 
M•aaai5 Editor 

Ale yoo looking for a class that will improve your 
writing skills? How about a class that will help you 
become a more well-rounded student? Or maybe 
you are looking to see your name in print? Then 
journalism is the class for you. , 

College of the Mainland journalism/communi
cation cla.s:scs will be available during the Summer 
I session (May 28-July 5) to all students, even those 
who are n~t majoring in journalism. 

• 

News Gathering and Wriling I, COMM 2311, 
lnde:1 2230, is available to students without writ~ 
ing experience. Students also will need to sign up 
for the lab.COMM 1129, Index ZZ19which meels 
concurrcnlly with COMM 2311, Mondays-Thurs
days noon-3:40 p.m. in the Leaming Resources 
Center. Journalism Newsroom, Room L-246. Stu
dents with journalism experience may enroll in ad
vanced classes with the professor's permission. 

For more information, tonract Professor Astrid 
H. Lowery al (409) 938-1211 or toll free I (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 314, e-mail; <alowery@com.edU>. 

• • 
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TIP/t Award-winner 

A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

Dr. David Michael Smith (canter) patiently awalta tlte daclalon an hla tenure H Dr. Jamn T-plar, vleo 
president/dean of lnatructlon, &hake• handa with an audience member. After a five..mlnute recaa the 8oerd 
of Truaten announced their unanlmoua daclslon to grant tenunt to Dr. Smltll. (Photo by Krtaty R-.ta) 

Tempers Oare over Dr. Smith'"s tenure 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Staff Reporter 

As one stepped into the auditorium of the College 
of the Mainland Learning Resources Center, one might 
have felt as though one were stepping back in lime 
into the McCarthy Era and the Red Scare. The audito
rium was clearly divided between supporters and crit
ics on the issue of granting tenure to Dr. David Michael 
Smith, a U.S. government teacher at COM since Au-

COM Arena Theatre 
opens historic Diary 
By JENNIFER I.. RUSSO 
Staff Reporter 

The story of a young girl. dramatized by Frances 
Goodricb and Albert Hacken in The Diary of Anne Frank, 
directed by toUege of the Mainland Theatre Program·di
rector Jack Westin opened at COM April 4. 

Anne Frank's story has been told thousands of times, 
not just to draw attention to the millions who died in the 
Holocaust, but also IO n:mind people of lhe power of hope. 

Tllis is the moving story of two Jewish families biding 
out from the Nazis from 1942 until their hiding place was 
discovered just months before the end of World War II, as 
told through the words of a young girl. 

When asked why he chose this play at this time Westin 
said, "Wetve been~wanting to do this for 15 years ... He 
felt it had just been postponed "for too long; we should · 
have done this a long time ago." 

gust.1998 and a self-proclaimed Marxist. 
At the request of Dr. Smith, who was granted tenure, 

the COM Board of Trustees waived the executive ses
sion, allowing 42 students and citizens to attend the 
open meeting and voice their opinions. Dr. Smith's de
cision to waive the executive session came after the 
media picked up on the controversy. 

"My critics were making their wild claims in pub
lic," Dr. Smith said, "and I was anxious tO respond to 
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Finalists chosen 
for teacher award 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Manociae Edilar 

An award has been given annually since 1982 to the 
Outstuding Teacher of the Year at College of the Main~ 
land based on votes from students. 

This year voting began Feb. 25 and ran through March 
8. Fifteen polling places were available on campus for 
students to vote for their favorite teachers. 

A total of 220 students out of a studenl body of 3,442 
voted this year. . 

This year's five finalists are John Buffa, drafting; James 
Heffel, music; Ellen Johnson, cosmetology; Freda 
O'Connor, graphic arts; and {I.lice Watford, psychology/ 
sociology. The winner will bl announced at the annual 
Employee Recognition Dinner to be held at tbe Doyle 
Convention Center in Texas City Ap°ril 26. Johnson, 
O'Connor.and Watford were finalists last year also. 

A teacher only has to receive one vote to be nominated, 
and this year 67 teacllers. were nominated for the award. 
Adjunct facoliy do not qualify· to win the award. 

To keep the contest fair, three finalists are teacbef5 of 
classes totaling more than 50 students a semester, and 
two finalists arc teachers of classes totaling fewer than 
50 students a semester. To reach a percentage of votes 
received, the number of votes received is divid~d by the 
number of students they teach and then multiplied by 100. 

A committee of five :students consisting ot Laura 
Brown. Tara Land, Gene McFadden, Allen Oliver and 
Rina Vinetz, was chosen by music Professor Sp.irky 
Koerner, 2001 Outstanding Teacher. These students will 
be making surprise visits to the teachers' classrooms and 
oblain feedback from students involved in the classes. 

Seo Committee Page 7 

The cast does a believable job of portraying two fami
lies, the Franks and Van Daaos, being thrust together in a 
small space, trying to survive life as Jews during World 
War II and the Holocaust. The blending of the tragedy of · 

Seo OlaryP-7 

Shelly Molad, aa Anna Frank, and Tlm Evers, •• Pater Van Daan, cuddle with 11arJ101 tll• cat, aa -..i, durtng 
• acona lrom TIie Diary t1f Anna Frank which wlll play In the COM Arona -. from Aprll 4-28. 11arJ101 the oat 
wu pro'1d1d by Whlakervtllo Animal Shaltar. (Photo by Thnter Department) 
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2 journalists forge newspaper history 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Editor S Note: This i:i,· Part JI of three-part serie!>·. Part I dis

cussed the evolution of newspapers i11 America. 

New~papers, at the tum of the century, were beginning 
to appear on every street comer. By 1880, 11,314 differ
ent newspapers were being printed, and by 1890, the first 
circulation census revealed 1 million copies per issue were 
being printed, according to <www.historicpages.com>. 

TWo men are well-known for their contributions to 
American journalism and newspapers. The first is Joseph 
Pulitzer, born in· 1847. An immigrant from Germany, 17-
year-old Pulitzer set out for America to start a military 
career after his failure at such a career in Europe. He then 
enlisted in the New York calvary regiment to fight in the 
Civil War, according to Frank Luther Mott in Ainerican 
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Journalism: A History from 16<X>-1960. 
Upon discharge Pulitzer headed for St. Louis, Mo. Ar

riving in rain and sleet without an overcoat, Pulitzer was 
broke and could not afford to pay for a ride to the city. 
Without a bridge to travel over, Pulitzer obtained a job 
for one nighfhring the boiler on the ferry and earned his 
ride across the rive£. ' 

. While living in St. Louis, he met Carl Schurz and Dr. 
Emli Preetorius, founders of the Deutsche Gesells~haft 
and owners of the Weslliche Posl, the leadi~g German 
American newspaper of the Middle West. ln 1868 he was 

. hired as a reporter for the Westliche Post. 
In 1869 Pulitzer was nominated to run for representa

tive in the state Legislature. According to Mott, e~en 
though the districfwas Democratic, he won the election. 

After serving his term, Pulitzer returned to St. Louis 
whe[e he took part in the Liberal Republican Movement. 
lt was because of his poldical involvements that he was 
able to purchase his first newspaper property, a piece of 
the ownership of the Westliche Post. 

Pulitzer made his name known with the purchase of 
the New York World. The paper had been suffering losses 
for several years prior lo Pulitzer 's purchase, but he hoped 
to tum that around. By 1884 the World had done just that, 
reaching 100,000 in circulation. 

Pultizer's name has left a mark that still carries impor
tance today. The prestigious Pulitzer Prize is an annual 
award given for outstanding journalistic and literary 
achievements. He established the award in his will, which 
he wrote in I 904. 

William Randolph Hearst, much younger than Pulitzer, 
was born in 1863 lo a silver miner who was made rich by 
the Comstock lode in Virginia City, Nev. When Hearst 
was 19, he entered Harvard Univeristy, where he became 
the successful business manager of the Lampoon. a stu
dent comic periodical. After making obscene jokes about 
several professors, Hearst was expelled in 1885. 

Meanwhile Hearst had become interested in the ~tudy 
of newspapers and admired Pulitzer's World. To set off 
hiS career in journalism, Hearst begged his father to be 
put in charge of the San Francisco Examiner, which his 
father already owned. According to Mott, Hearst's father 
gave in; then Hearst made the Examiner a successful mir
ror of the World. 

After the death of his father and receiving $7.5 million 
in stocks, Hearst decided to try his hand at a New York 
newspaper. In 1895 Hearst purchased Che Morning four

See Houolon Page 3 
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No protection for 
academic freedom 

• 

The College of the Mainland Board of Trustees at their 
regular meeting March 25 discussed granting tenure to' 
Dr. David Michael Smith, a government professor . 

( listened intently to all the people who spoke both for 
and against Dr. Smith. The basis of this heated debate 
was "academic freedom." 

After hearing the discussion and the granting of tenure 
to Dr. Smith. l quickly went home to research academic 
freedom. However, after hours of sittin'g in front of my 
computer, searching the Internet, I found there to be, no 
constitutional right of academic freedom. According to 
the Supreme Court, academic freedom is not a fomt of 
protected speech under the First Amendment. 

In 1957 in Sweery vs. New Hampshire the Justices · 
concurred that .. no field of education is so thoroughly 
comprehended by man that new discoveries cannot yet 
be made. "Their opinion continued." particularly is that 
true in the social sciences, where few, if any, principles 
are accepted as absolutes." The justices also concurred 
that academic freedom is a contractual right between a 
professor and an institution. 

The COM faculty handbook states that academic 
freedom .. is essential (so) that faculty members (can) be 
free to pursue scholarly inquiry without undue restric
tions and to voice and publish their conclusions in 
presenting relevant knowledge." 

Well, I ask you, if Dr. Smith voices his opinion about 
communism, Marxism and capitalism, is that not relevant 
lo a government course? And if he is not able to discuss 
certain subjects which directly pertain to government, 
does that not create undue restrictions? 

l was sitting in my government class, the following 
Wednesday, when Michele Betancourt, a government 
professor, asked the students, "Do you even know what 
communism is?" l truly thought I knew what commu
nism is beca~sc of the way my parents always spoke: 

• 

Communism was a bad thing. However, Webster's 
Collegiate Dictionary defines conununism as a theory 
advocating elimination of private property, a system in 
which goods are owned in common and are available to 
all as needed. 

Well, I pondered the meaning of communism for quite 
a while and decided it sounded a lot like Star Trek: The 
Next Generation, where all "are truly created equal." It 
actually did n"ot sound like a bad deal. But to give 
capitalism a fair shake, those who work harder and 
longer do deserve a bigger piece of the pie. So now [ ask, 
"What about the immigrants or illegal aliens ( and I mean 
of this pl~net) who work longer and harder 4oing more 
back-breaking laborth!fi say-Bill Gates?" 

But back to academic freedom. Without academic 
freedom, I would never have discovered what commu
nism means, or learned how Christopher Columbus and 
others who followed, decimated the Nativ.e Americans. 

I have spent a couple of years stud}'ing at COM and 
have had various history and gov~mment professors, and 
l believe thCy all are more than willing to share their 
opinions with a class. However, l have never heard one 
of them say they do not invite an opposing opinion, nor 
do they insist students adhere to their political philoso
phies. The only stipulation the professors in social 
science make is that you must be able to back your 
opinion with valid reasons. 

I was pleased the Board granted tenure to Dr. Smith, 
and would enjoy listening to one of his lectures since l 
have never had him for a prof~. 

• 

• 

.~ 

Employ"" of the COM custodial staff gather for a photo outside tho Maintenance Building. Tho custOdlal staff lo 
responsible 1or keeping the hallways, restrooms and claaarool1'is clean and supplled.(Photo by Kristy Roberta) 

Critics unable to sway Board members 
ConUnued from P-1 ---------
them in public and hear from students:, staff and commu
nity members in public." 

After the three-hour meeting, the Board voted unani
mously, 7-0, to grant Dr. Smith his tenure. 

&fore..tbe Board.of. Trustees allowed the open micro
phone, Dr. Homer " Butch" Hayes,·prcsident of COM, out
lined tbe six criteria a faculty member must demonstrate 
to be awarded tenure. 

The criteria include: planning of instruction; experimen
tation with instruction; field experience; profess'ionalism; 
improvement in instruction; and demonstrating how the 
faculty member aligns himself or herself with the mission 
statement of the college. The Board made it clear that Or. 
Smith 's tei;iure would be judged on whether or not he had 
met the criteria, not his political beliefs. Suppc;rters and 
critics of Smith were given three minutes each to present 
their cases. 

Several students speaking in favor of the professor tes
tified to the Board how Dr. Smith had changed their lives 
and their way of thinking, not by brainwashing, but by 
allowing them to leave his class with an open mind. 

Carol Voight, a chemistry student at COM and vice 
p~esident of COM Student Government, told the Board: 
"I am neither young, dumb nor stupid. I am certainly not 
gullible, and I am not manipulated by anyone." 

Support for Dr. Smith did not stop with students. COM 
employees Patricia Jackson, director of Career Services, 
and Dr: Ali Ravandi, math professor, spoke in favor of Dr. 
Smith's tenure, as did several citizens of Galveston County. 
. "A free and open exchange of ideas in the classroom is 

necessary for the growth of democracy," JoAnn Gavin, a 
local citizen, argued. 

The· support for Dr. Smith did not sit easily with his 
critics. They took interest in Dr. Smith after bis guest col
umn appeared in the Galveston Daily News on Sept. 20 
following Sept. 11. His article suggested it was nol neces-

sary for the United States to drop ~tomic bombs on Japan 
to end World War II. Also, several veterans were irritated 
with the actions of Dr. Smith's students, who handed out 
fliers Nov. 8 during the COM Veterans Day observance. 
The fliers advertised a demonstration-in Houston against 
the war in Afghanistan. _ _ __ 

· A few minor Outbreaks of decorum from both sides in
terrupted the meeting as Dr. Smith's critics argued that 
the professqr was brainwashing students with commu
nism. His critics said he was abusing academic freedom 
by taking advantage of his authority as a teacher in citing 
his views. 

Dr. Smith defines academic freedom as "the freedom 
to teach, research and communicate one's views without 
fear of retaliation." 

Richard Cartwright, a local citizen, accused Dr. Smith 
of being an atheist saying, "That 's what they are." 

Fonner Galveston County Judge Ray Holbrook said: 
"It seems clear to me that Dr. Smith espouses a subver
sive, anti-captalist, anli-free enterprise philosophy that l 
believe is out of place in a public institution of higher 
learning and is detrimental to the basis of our freedom in 
this country." 

After 32 supporters and 10 critics spoke, the Board was 
unswayed in its decision to grant Dr. Smith his tenure. ~ 

COM Board President Ralph Holm explained that he 
told veterans in December that Dr. Smith had applied for 
tenure. Since then Dr. Smith's critics have had the oppor
tunity to present evidence of professional miSC0nduct or 
other disqualifing factors. "No facts were presented." 

Dr. Smith said none of his critics attended his classes 
even though the Board invited them to do so. "My critics 
couldn't really challenge my credentials as a teacher." 

COM Board member Don Criss explained that with 
three binders of evidence, Dr. Smith's application ex
ceeded the college's requirements and that there was no 
reason to deny him tenure. 

New computers, famous author to be part of library's week-long celebration 

• 

College of the Mainland will celebrate National Library 
week April 14-20. 

Michael Blake, author of Dances with Wolves, will speak 
April 16 at 5:45 p.m. in the Learning Resources Center 

• 

Auditorium, Room L-131. 
An introduction to the library's new computer class

room lab will be held on April 18 at 12:30 p.ni. All .stu- . 
dents are invited to join in the festivities. 

' 

• 

• 
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Physical plant staff 
deserve compliments 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

As students rush from place to place on campus through
out the day, most make use of the facilities without giv
ing a thought to who maintains them. 

The College of the Mainland custodial, maintenance 
and grounds staffs run efficiently under the direction of · 
Peter Early, director of COM Physical Plant. 

Early took over as director of Physical Pfant August 
2001, and with his crews assures that COM is a beautiful 
campus students, faculty and staff can be proud of. 

The physical plant consists of three departments: the 
maintenance staff who oversees all electrical, plumbing; 
air conditioning or heating problems; the grounds staff 
who keep the green areas; the pond, flower beds., shrubs 
and parking lots free and clear of any trash (which keeps 
the ducks and pigeons happy); and the custodial staff who 
are always on hand to clean and vacuum the classrooms, 
empty the trash, vacuum the hallways, aod most impor
tantly, clean the restrooms and replenish all the necessary 
supplies. Maybe if the custodial staff were assigned to 
clear the old fliers off the walls of the Leaming Resources 
Center, second floor, the walls would stay as neat as the 
restrooms. 

While rushing from class to class, if you happen to see 
a custodian, maintenance worker or grounds keepers. take 
a minute to say thank you. They are truly the unsung he
roes of the COM campus. 

Diary of Anne Frank 
staged by talented _cast 
Continued from Page 1 
this dramatic story with the humor the characters bring to 
the play is well done, 

Shelley Malad who portrays Anne Frank said, .. What 
people don't realize is there's so much humor in the play." 

The cast in addition to Molad includes Roger Stallings 
as Mr. Frank, Jacki Bynum as Mrs. Frank, Barry Cham
bers as Mr. Van Daan, Tim Even;. as Peter Van Daan, Julia 
Jay as Mrs. Van Daan, Robert Judd as Mr. Dussel, Walter 
Mylett as Mr. K.raler, Francie ~ewsome as Miep, and 
Molly O'Neal as Margot Frank. 

In addition to the talented people in the cast, is Margot, 
the cat (that is the cat's real name); she portrays Mouschi, 
the cat the Van Daans brought into hiding with them. 

When Westin started casting for The Diary of Anne 
Frank the first role cast was Mouschi. "Cats and theater 
generally don't mix, .. Westin said. "Then Wydell Dixon 
[ manager of Whiskerville Animal Shelter] called offering 
to supply a properly trained animal." Margot never breaks 
cbaracier or misses a cue. 

Opening night for The Diary of Anne Frank is 8 p.m. 
April 4. Performances continue through April 28, Thurs
days through Saturdays, 8 p.m. and Sundays, 2:30 p.m. 
at COM's Arena Theatre. 

For ticket information and reservations, phone ( 409) / 
938-1211 or toll free I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 345. 

For more information on Whiskerville Animal Shelter 
ph~ne (409) 789-7111 or visit <www.whiskerville.org>. 

Committee to choose winner 
Continued from P- 1 
The committee will then tally and discuS!; the evaluations 
and choose the winner. Each studerit on the committee; is 
assigned a professor to interview. At the banquet, each 
student will speak about his or her assigned professor. 

After the speeches arc completed, Dr. James Templer, 
vice president/dean of Instruction, will present the Out
standing Teacher of the Year Award. 

The winner will receive $1,500 for professional devel
opment and represent COM as the Piper Professor Nomi
nee this year. 
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Campus Life 

Erdla Paga, an_ international student from Indonesia, speaks at the Multicultural Luncheon Feb. 28 held In the 
Student Center. An International meeting, sponsored by the Multl..cuhure TMm, will be held April 5 lrom 6:30,,9 
p.m. in the Student Canter. (Photo by Tara Land) 

30 lunch guests model COM's diversity 
By OlA KAREEM 
Staff Reporter 

A display of College of the Mainland's diversity was 
shown Feb. 28 at the Multicultural Luncheon held in the 
Student Center. This event, organized by the Student Ac
tivities Board and chaired by Emilio Vega, brought an 
array of international foods to the attention of many. 

The Ku Ku Sabzi, a Middle Eastern food meaning green 
vegetables, brought by math Professor Ali Ravandi, was 
complimented throughout the luncheon along with Elias 
de la Cerda Jr. 's Mexican cajeta, milk candy. De la Cerda 
is a former ln1erCOM editor. Patricia Jackson. director of 
Career Services. contributed Jamaican dishes consisting 
of jerk pork and ja bread. ·' 

"Even though it's my first time to attend," said Oscar 
Hernandez, adjunct Spanish instructor, ,;I think it's very 
good for all cultures to come together and enjoy all the 
foods prese'nt." 

During the luncheon Vega thanked everyone for com
ing and passed the micrOphone around for all to intro
duce themselves and state what they brought. 

The international students talked about their countries 

and the differences between their cultures and that of the 
United States. A difference between Angola, Africa, and 
the United States, according to Etianete Sardinha, a COM 
international student from Angola, is that Angola has nei
ther stop signs nor speed limits. She said the reason for 
this is that the people won't pay attention to those spe
cific regulations. Sardinha also saia that the luncheon "was 
very interesting. and I really liked it." 

Although 50 guests were expected for the event, ap
proximately 30 attended. "I think it's one of the most won
derful things that occurs at COM," said Alice Whistler, 
COM Amigos adviser, "but I'm disappointed in the turn
out. We need more students, faculty and staff to come 
and learn about each other and our diversity." 

When the luncheon ended at 1:30, Maryann Urick, SAB 
adviser, aMounced that Friday. April S, the Muhi~Cul
lure Team will sponsor an international meeting fof all 

• students, staff, faculty and community members 10 attend 
6:30-9 p.m. in the Student Center. People will be able to 
get together and display different things from their coun
tries, eat dinner and watch various kinds of entertainment. 

For more infonnation, c'all Urick at (409) 938-1211 or 
loll free al 1 (888) 258-8859, Exl. 418. 

Laid-back cat makes COM theater debut 
By JENNIFER I. RUSSO 
Staff Reporter 

When Jack Westin started castuig for The Diary of Anne 
Frank. now showing at the College of the Mainland Arena 
Theatre, the first role cast was Mouschi the cat. 

'rhe Diary of Anne Frank is the story of two Jewish 
families, the Franks and the Van Daans, hiding out from 
the Nazis during World War II and the Holocaust. Mouschi 
was the cat the Van Daans brought into hiding. 

'·People who owned cats said it couldn't be done," 
Westin said about using a real cat in the play. "Cats and 
theater generally don ' t mix." Westin added, .. For a long 
tillle we entertained the idea of using a fake cat. Then 
Wydell Dixon [ manager of Whiskerville Animal Shelter) 
called offering to supply a properly trained animal." 

Her solution was Margot, one of lhe many pets Dixon 
bas rescued from the streets. At the time Margot was res-

cued, "she was pregnant and literally starving to dearh," 
Dixon said. Now five years later, she is starring in Th_e 
Diary of Anne Frank. AH other pets, including kittens, 
residing at the Whiskerville Animal Shelter, located at 
2122 17th Avenue North in Texas City are still in need of 
a good home. 

This is Margol's first foray into show business, and she 
handles the rigorous schedule well giving a moving per
formance. She never meows her opinion. 

Opening night for The Diary· of Anne Frank was April 
4. Performances continue Thursdays through Saturdays 
at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. through April 28 at 
COM'sArena Theatre: The Biggest Li'ITheatre in Texas. 

For tick.et infonnatidn and reservations, phone (409) 
938-1211 or 1011 free 1 (888) 258-8859; Ext 345. 

For more information about the Whiskerville Animal 
Shelter, phone the sheller at (409) 789~7111 or visit 
<www.whiskerville.org>. 

• 

• 
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Chicken bowlers 
win gift certificates 
By OlA KAREEM 
Staff Reporter 

Last semester students bowled with turkeys, but this 
semester chickens were the lucky food of choice. The 
College of the Mainland Students for Christ club orga
nized the Chicken Bowl outside the Administration Build
ing March 28. 

Three teams of five competed. Some of the people in
volved just happened to be walking !,y while Qthers knew 
about the bowl beforehand and formed groups. Geneva 
Murphy, Juan Diaz, Jason Marks, Richard Allen and this 
reporter made up Team 1. Team 2 consisted of Heather 
DunsQeaph, Mellisa.Trahan. Syl'Via Jackson, Jean Ander
son and Kelly Frame. The last team, Team 3. consisted of 
Tara Land, Michael Selinidis, Stepbariie Greer, Aurora 
Gonzalez and Sarah Stafford. 

T9 give all bowlers a little motiva"tion, Tammy Stafford, 
the Physical Education Team program assistant and Stu
dents for Christ adviser. announced the prizes. First place 
winners would each walk away with a $10 gift certificate 
to Wal-Ma.rt and SAM's Club; a $5 gift certificate to Hol
lywood Video would be awarded to each second place 
winner; and third place winners would each receive a bag 
of Lays Potato Chips, donated by Frito Lay. 

At approximately 12:45 p.m. the chicken bowling be
gan. The five players on each team could bowl only three 
times each. Team 1 was the first to knock down plns-2 
liter soda bottles filled with cat litter. Then after about _ 
three or four attempts Team 3 knocked down four pins, 
one more than Team l had knocked down. At this point 
Team 2 hadn't kn()l'.:ked down any pins. About two more 
minutes into the game Team 1 knocked down one more 
pin; now Team 1 and 3 were tied. Then to everyone 's sur
prise Team 2 knocked down four pins, and everyone yelled 
with excitement. 

Now every person on each learn had bowled three times 
apiece except for Team l, so Diaz of Team l bowled the 
chicken knocking dow·n three pins, and Team 1 won the'" 
spol for first place with 7 points. 

Because Teams 2 and 3 were still tied, Stafford in
structed both teams to bowl one more time, ignoring pre
vious points. Unfortunately, Team 2 didn't knock down 
any pins. Then Land of Team 3 knocked doWn five pins. 
Team 3 conquered second place with 5 points while Team 
3 took third place. Unlike last semester there were no score 
keepers; each team kept up with its own score. 

''The purpose of this event 'was fellowship, .. SI afford 
said ... We had a variety of students to participa~e and all 
had fun." 

The chickens used in the Chicken Bowl were skinned, 
washed thoroughly and barbecued for the Students for 
Christ meeting Tuesday, April 2. Students, faculty and staff 
were invited. 

For more information about Students for Christ, con
lael Stafford al (409) 938-1211 or loll free I (888) 258-
8859, Exl 417. 
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Emlllo Vega, COM atud•nt, addreaua Vice Pr•aldent/ Dean. of Student Services Pamela Davenport and Vice 
President/Dean of Colfege.and Financial Services Dr. Henry D. Pope at the Student Concerns Forum March 7 In 
the Learning R•ourcea Center Auditorium, L-131. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Doomsday clock depicts i,uclear threat 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

Albert Einstein first alerted President Franklin 
Roosevelt in 1939 of the possibility that the atomic bomb 
could be created. On Aug. 6,.1945, the United States sent 
the Enola Gay and her crew lo drop the first nuclear bomb 
named "Little Boy" on Hiroshima, Japan. The second 
nuclear bomb Was dropped on Nagasaki, Japan.just three 
days later. Thousands of innocent people quickly became 
casualties of the war. 

Since the introduction of nuclear weapons, people of 
all races and nations h"ave lived in fear of the onsel of the 

~ "Nuclear Age." 
In 1947 the Clock of Doom, now known as the Dooms

day Clock, first appeared on the cover of The Bulletin of 
Atomic Scientists. The clock was the creation of artist 
Marty) Langsdorf, who was the wife of physicist 
Alexander Langsdorf, a Bulletin founder. 

Martyl Langsdorf used the last quadrant of the clock to 
represent the "urgency of the situation." The clock came 
'to life on the cover of the Bulletin in 1947. The hands of 
the clock, first set at seven minutes to midnight, were set 
against an eerie burnt orange background. 

From that day Langsdorf created the Doomsday Clock, 
its hands have moved only 16 times, 6oth backward and 
forward. 

Since the clock depicts only the last quarter of time, 
only once for a period of four years were the hands not 
visible on the face. The hands moved backward to 17 
minutes to midnight in 1991. This change was due to the 
peaceful and successful Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty 
talks between the United States and the Soviet Union. 
START headed the major super powers toward peace. 

But all good things must come to an end. In 1995 the 
treaty talks stalled, and the clock 's hands advanced to 14 
minutes before midnight. 

Though most of the movement of the clock's hands 
came about because of the actions of the United States 
and the Soviet Union, the most recent came about in 1998. 
The hands of the clock were set to nine minutes before 
midnight, after India and Pakistan tested a series of nuclear 
devices in May 1998. 

Last December the board discussed advancing the hands 
of the clock to depict the ongoing tensions in the Middle 
East However, no decision was made at that tiine. 

On Feb. 25 this reporter received an e-mail invitation 
from The Bulletin to witness the movemen1 of the hands 
of the clock, marking the 17th time in more than 55 years 
that the time has changed. 

The sadness of this event was underscored by the fact 
that the hands were advanced Feb. 27 to 7 minutes before 
midnight, to depict the growing concerns about nuclear 
Weapons and their potential for devastation. 

Houston Chronicle established by historic figure 
C0ntlnued from Page 2---------
nal from Pulitzer's brother and dropped Morning from 
the title. 

' Circulation plays an importantmle in a newspaper's 
life. Hearst and Pulitzer realized the need for readers and 
competed with each other for them. 

Shortly after Hearst had established his name in news
papers, a newspaper was founded in Houston. In 1901 
Marcellus E. Foster was at the oil strike ot the famous 
Spindlelop oil field in Beaumont. 

According to <www.houstonchronicle.com>, Foster 
purchased an option on the well for $30 and then sold it a 
week later for $5,000. Within days he collected $20.000 
from investors, rented a three-story building at 1009 Texas 
Ave. and began his paper, the Houston Chronicle, which 
sold for 2 cents a copy. By the end of-its first month in 
print, circulation had reached 4.378. 

It took only three years for the Chronicle to expand 
with a Sunday edition which included 44 pages of news . 
and four- pages of comics in color. Soon the paper out-
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grew its small birth place. In 1908 Jesse H. Jones, the 
leading builder in the area, exchanged constructing a 10-
story building for an interest in the Chronicle. When Fos
ter decided to sell the paper:in I 926, Jones was eager to 
purchase it. When Jones died in I 956, the ownership was 
transferred to Houston Endowment Inc., a charitable foun
dation started by Jones and his wife. 

According to the Houston Chronicle's Web site, the Tax 
Refono Act of I %9 forced the organization to sell the 
paper in 1986, when it was purchased by the Hearst Cor
poration for $415 million. 

The Hearst Corporation cmtently owns 12 daily news
papers, 18 weekly newspapers and 15 U.S. consumer 
magazines. 

Pulitzer and Hearst are only two men in a large group 
of contributors to journalism and the Chronicle is only 
one paper of thousands nationwide. 

Newspapers have provided a service" to the American 
people for decades, but what role they will play in the 
future remains a question. 

• 
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Student forum ends 
in vigorous debate 
By .DANIEL K. lAI 
Staff Reporter 

The Student Concerns Forum which took place March 
7 in the auditorium of the College of 1he Mainland Leam
ing Resources Center, allowed students to speak their 
minds about various topics of concern. Present to answer 
the students' questions were Pamela Davenport, '(ice presi
dent/dean of Student Services, and Dr. Henry D. Pope, 
vice president/dean of College and Financial Services. 

Tension filled the air as several students voiced con
cerns about current parking lot problems, handicapped 
parking spaces, food distribution and fund-raisers held in 
the COM Student Center. 

Perhaps the most controversial argument arose when 
several students complained about the regulation of food 
products as a fund•raiser in the Student Center. Students 
argued it is unfair that they cannot sell any type of food in 
the Student Center with the excepfion of baked goods, 
cookies and popcorn. 

Dr. Pope was firm in his belief that the new food con
tract with Brown Food Services is very fair to student 
fund-raisers as weJI as to Jeff Brown. Or. Pope explained 
that having a hot food service is a money-losing invest
ment and if student_s try to compete with Brown Food 
Services by selling food products for fund-raisers, those 
sales would be unfair economically to Brown. 

Students complained that Brown Food Services does 
not keep the cafeteria open f9r night classes. Dr. Pope 
said at one time it was open and statiStically it was not 
being used. Dr. Pope sugg!sted if stude.nts would like to 
have an event where food needs to be served or catered as 
a function, to cater through Brown Food Services. Dr. Pope 
extended an invitation to ·students who have a problem 
with the food service to come .to any future meetings of 
food services and address the situation. The revised food 
contract explains the only items that can be sold in the 
Student Center by students are baked goods and popcorn. 
Dr. Pope also added if students are lo engage in. fund
raising for whatever reason, the organization has to go 
through proper authority and procedures. 

One concern of a representative of Career Services was 
the need for COM to build a new parking lot. Dr. Pope 
addressed and assured students he was working on a plan 
which he will present to the COM Board of Trustees at 
the April or May Board meeting to begin bidding on con
tracts to construct a new parking lot. His projected goal is 
to begin construction on COM's new parking lot in May 
and to be open for use between the end of the spring and 
beginning of summer classes. The new parking lot will 
be located by the TecbnicalNocational Building. 

Another concern a representative of Career Services 
raised was the enforcement of speed limits in the parking 
lots and on the streets surrounding COM. Or. Pope could 
not offer much advice on lhat subjecl olber than lbal he 
will pass the concern along to the city police department 
and the COM police officers. 

Some students were concerned with the lack of handi
capped parking spaces and the fact that several students 
who are not handicapped park in . the restricted spaces. 
Dr. Pope explained that COM coniplics with the number 
of handicapped parking slots the state requires for new 
parking lots. and he further explained that COM cannot 
arbitrarily increase handicapped parking. (The number of 
handicapped park.ingspols COM h~ is in compliance with 
the regulations.) 

Davenport was asked what the Administration Team is 
doing to make COM a more student friendly campus. 
Davenport cited several plans the team currently is work
ing on including writing grants, staffing a full-time Infor
mation Cenler, staffing lhe Advisement Center with ad
visers, renovating the Administration Building and reor
ganizing Student Services. 

Although the forum failed to please many students, in
cluding a few who walked out in the middle, it was suc
cessful in bringing to light valid problems students would 
like to see conected in the future. 
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News/Features 

Templer committed to college goals 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Staff Reporter 

from artist to teacher to vice president, Dr. Jairies 
Templer has led a solid life committed to educatioa. 

Originally from Uvalde, Dr. Templer came to Col
lege of the Mainland in 1976 with a master of fine 
ans degree looking for work and was hired as a COM 
art professor. He taught art at COM until January 2.000 
when he was.given the opportunity to become a vice 
president at CO!'i!. 

Dr. Templer believes lhe title of vice president is a 
much bigger challenge and much more responsibility 
in the f"teld of education. As vice president, Dr. 
Templer 1w aided the COM community by playing 
signiftcant roles in the assessment process, beginning 
plans to establish a college site in League City as well 
as other signif.cant orp.nizational changes he believes 
_will benefit the college. • 

Dr. Tumpler is in charge of iastruction at COM. Be
sides students, !his encompasses 90 full• time faculty 

and 200 part-time fa<:ully members. In
struction is divided into three areas: 
academic, wbicb includes all transfer 
courses, workforce education; and con· 
tinuin8 education including not1--credi1 
courses, training for a job, skill upgtad· 
ing or. personal pleasure. These areas 
bring in more than 3.000 student; Ii 
year. Because of the workload and re
sponsibility Dr. Templer has, he also 
works with two other vice presidents. 
Each vice president has his or her own 
aswciate vice presidents. Dr. Templer 
has five associate vice presidents. 

Or. Templer initially decided to get 
into the education fiel11.&,ecause of the 
low income that plagues an artist's tal
ent. He felt that as an artist it was im
possible to make a decent living and 
decided a good way to make a li'Ying. 
as well as leitrn, was to teach art. He 
believes teaching art challenges the 
teach.er. exposes him or her to new 
ideas and provides a good living ... Fi
nancial freedom aliows an artist to 
paint what he wants to paint," Dr. 
Templer said. He also enjoys educa
tion because of the freedom. creativ
ity and free, time. Or. - Templer 

As for his future outlook and plans 
for COM, Dr. Templer has several 
hopes and aspirations. He wants to get Dr. Templer attended !iCVCral univer

sities for his college degrees includ· 
ing Southwestern Univen.ity in Georgetown. Texas, 
University of Texas at El Paso and East Texas State 
University in Commerce. where be received both his 
bachelor of J"me artS and master of fine arts degrees. 
Most re<rently Dr. Templer attended the _ University 
of Tuns Medical Braru.:h i.a -Galveston where he re
ceived ltis doctorate in medical humanities and arts 
and visual studies. 

Since becoming vice president at COM. Dr. 
TCmpler·s responsibilities h.ave increased dramali
calJy. rnstead of teaching a classroom of students, be 
is now in charge of all of the education at COM. 

a well.-estabtished COM site in League 
City as well as continue the site at Clear Creek High 
School. incorporate Galveston County into a county 
community college district. increase the number of 
students in the community-colleges in the county to 
at least 8,000 to 10,000 in the next lO years, begin 
building new buildings at COM including an Emerg- • 
ing Technology Center, a Continuing Education Build
ing. a new Math/Science Building aud an Art Com-, 

plex Building. His biggest goal is to create a distance 
education plan that will reach out to all people in the 
county anytime. a .. teach anywhere anytime" 
concept. Templer said. 

Recruiter seeks-to expand enrollment 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
As.sistant Editor 

In a never-ending battle to recruit students, College of 
the Mainland brought on board Jimmy Ramos as a full-· 

Jimmy Ramos, COM's new bilingual recruiter, 11t1 In 
his office, located In the Administration Building. 
Ramos Joined the Strategic Emollment Management 
Team this past fall and plans to actively promote COM 
within the community. (Photo by Kristy Roberta) 

, time employee last fall. R~mos, a former La Marque High 
School teacher, filled the position of bilingual recruiter 
on the COM Strategic Enrollment Man_agement Team. 

In a community that is vastly Hispanic, Ramos' know(. 

edge of the inner workings of the high schools, together 
with his bilingual speaking abilities certainly will help 
lend credibility to his position. 

Ramos intends to be a visible presence in all the area · 
schools, along with local businesses and civic organiza
tions. He hopes·to have the bilingual recruitment program 
running as a "Well-oiled machine within three to five 
years-." 

Although COM maintains a large presence in the tech
nical and nursing fields, offering a vast number of two
year degrees, Ramos also intends to stress the academic 
attributes of COM to future college students in the area. 

.. II is a myth that COM core academic hours don' t trans
fer," Ramos said. "I plan to dispel that rumor." He also 
asked if COM hours don 't transfer as some people claim, 
then whfdo so many students from four-year universities 
study at COM during the summer semesters? 

The plain truth is, Ramos said, that ·a college degree, 
whether ~t be a two-year technical degree or a two-year 
asoociate's degree, is what a person needs in life, and that 
is what he intends to stress to students. 

Even as early as at the elementary school level, Ramos 
intends to make his message clear to students about the 
need for attending college, and he hopes to be able to "plant 
the seed of higher education" in area sahool children as 
early as possible during their formative years. 

I 

Mona Marshall, (left) an professor, and Debra Rueb 
local artist, talk In the COM Art Gallery while standing 
In front of Rueb'1 "'Tammy Is on Time." Rueb'• ex
hibit, part of FotoFest 2002, will show at COM through 
April 14. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Art exhibit presents 
many puzzling photos 
By KRISTY ROBEKfS 
Assistant Editor 

It.is said that a picture is worth a thousand words. In 
the art exhibit EniJtish LeS!ion by Debra Rueb, each pic
ture is literally worth less than seven words. 

The exhibit, opened March 4 with a reception for the 
artist and a brief lecture by Rueb, will run through April 
14 at the College of the Mainland Fine Arts Gallery. 

For the person who is not a real fan of stereotypical 
museum art, Rueb's series of photographs can also be 
viewed as a game (as long as you do not cheat and look at 
the title of the piece), to see if you can guess the title of 
the picture. 

All of Rueb's pictures depict what she calls "a diagram 
diptych," (a picture of Tammy acting out a metaphor, 
clichCS or pun). For those not familiar with Tammy, she is 
a children's doll similar to Barbie, but with more realistic 
features 'and proportions. 

Rueb's idea behi.n.d her artwork actually is a game. She 
lets Tammy act out different metaphors, dicbes or puns; 
then the viewer looks at the picture and from that tries to 
figure out the title of that particular piece of art. How
ever, just in case playing games or trying to figure out a 
riddle is not the vie~l forte, Rueb also supplies a pic
t?grnm of the title. 'fl\! pictogram, with words and pic
tures, is much easier for the average person to understand. 

This may be one of the only art exhibits where laugh
ing at the artist's work is good. "Ifl hear laughter, I know 
J)Cople are getting something out of my wofk," Rueb said. 

This year Rueb, together with Tammy and all he~ 
friends, also are a part of FotoFest 2002, which includes 
not only the COM Art Gallery but galleries from all of 
Houston and the surrounding areas. 

The COM Fine Arts Gallery is open Mondays and 
Thursdays. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Wednesdays, 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m.; and Saturdays, noon to 3 p.m. The gallery also will 
open Thursday through Saturday from 7 to 8 p.m. and 
Sunday from 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

F'?r additional information contact the gallery at ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll free I (800) 258-8859, Ext 354. 
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Flu symptoms could be chronic fatigue 
By JENNIFER DEMETRIOS 
Staff Reporter 

Chronic Fatigue Syndrome is a disorder that sneaks up 
on sufferers by imitating the Ou. It zaps their energy mak
ing it a chore to simply pick up a phone. Sufferers ofteo 
are misdiagonsed because the syndrome mimics the flu~ 

March was CFS Awareness Month, bringing attention 
to the necessity of receiving a correct diagnosis, as well 
as giving insight into the disorder. 

There is a great deal of debate as to how to define CFS. 
A tentative definition bas been made that may be useful 
in further study of the disorder as well as in diagnosis. 

To be diagnosed with CFS, a person must meet two 
criteria. according to the National Center for Infectious 
Diseases. 1) The person must have suffered from severe 
chronic fatigue for a six-month period or longer with no 
oth.er diagnosed medical conditions present and 2) must 
exhibit at least four of the following symptoms. 

These CFS symptoms are short-tenn memory problems; 

impairment in concentration; sore throat; teader lymph 
nodes; muscle pain; multi-joint pain without swelling or 
redness; headaches of a new type; unrefreshing sleep; and 
severe fatigue lasting more than 24 hours. 

CFS affects all racial and ethnic groups and both sexes. 
However, a San Francisco study on CFS found that a CFS
like disease is most prevelant in women, among people 
with houshold incoines under $40,(K)() and among Afri
can Americans. The disorder is Least detected in Asians 
and Caucasians. Adolescents do not have inunulUty to this 
disorder, but few studies have shown them to have CFS. 

Viral infections, stress and toxins have been presumM 
to be possible causes of CFS. However,. the cause or causes 
remain under speculation. 

If fatigue ha& persisted for more than six consecutive 
months., if it is not relieved by sleep and is accompanied 
by flu-like symptoms as well as memory problems, treat
ment may be needed to sec if CFS is the culprit. · 

Specific questions regarding CFS should be discussed 
with a physican, or the local or state.health department. 

Sam Houston ·state partners with COM 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

A partnership was forged March 4, including Sam 
Houston State University in Huntsville, College of the 
Mainland, British Petroleum, the city of Texas City and 
The British Petroleum Foundation in London. 

The groundbreaking ceremony for the Environmental 
Technology Development Ce.nter began with Carlos 
Garza, mayor of Texas City, as the master of ceremony. 
Dr. James Gaertner, president of SHSU; Dr. Homer M. 
"Butch" Hayes, president of COM; Jimmy Haley, presi
dent of the Texas City/La Marque Chamber of Commerce; 
Walter T[eybig, plant mana:gtr of Sterling Chemicals; and 
many of the COM Board of Trustees members were 
among the people present for this event. 

The test site will apcc>mmodate research in the envi
ronmental sciences, such as environrp.ental management, 
biology, chemistry and process technology. 

The Texas City area is heavily inundated with chemi
cal and petroleum refineries, whkh makes this the per-

feet location to study soil remediation using natural re
sources. "There will be no toxic chemicals used or stored 
at the test site," Dr. Hayes said. 

The test site will contain gardens, ponds, a greenhouse 
and a small building for research. The research personnel 
and graduate students. who will control the test site, will 
be provide~ by SHSU. Although staffed by SHSU, this 
merger will enable COM students to join in and help with 
the research that is to be performed both at the ·test site 
and at the local refineries. 

COM leased the land, which contains the test site, to 
SHSU for a period of IO years. "There are also two addi
tional two-year leases, so SHSU could run .the test sit~ for 
a period of 14 years," Dr. Hayes said:-After that the test 
site, together with all improvements, will revert to COM. 

The site will be funded by private donations, and by 
~HSU through their National Science Foundation Grant. 

At this time no firm plans to build a permanent building 
with classrooms exist. However, there are tentative plans 
for a building to be constructed on another portion of the 
catllpus within the next three years. 

Exercise produces more than physical pain 

Randy 
Goode 

Maybe I'm just a little naive, but when I started 
exercising again I didn't expect all the unforeseen pain. 
I'm not talking about the sore muscles or oth~r ph}'sical 
aches that plague my body most of the time. And I'm 
not talking about the pure exhaustio'n from running or 
the excruciating joint pain after a particularly long bike 
ride. 1 am referring to the little pains that seem to go 
with exercising on a daily Qasis. 

First there is laundry. I can't believe how m\lCh extra 
stuff I have to wash on a daily basis as a result of my 
workouts. I have a collection of T-shirts, sweatpants. 
socks and misc. clothing that I thought I would wear but 
didn 't. For instance, the tie-dye jersey looked great o-n 
Hie manikin, but when i stretch the fabric around my 
bulging waist it loses some of its cool symmetry. 

There also has been a fair amount of pain at the pool. 
My gym has a 25 meter pool with three lanes, and 

inevitably there is a family outing going on when I get 
thet'e. Mom and Dad have the outside lanes while the 
four kids hog the middle one. I don't mind waiting for 
someone to fini~h a workout but hanging on the lane 
dividers while discussing dinner plans for 20 minutes 
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really hacks me off. 
By the way, the range on those blaster water guns is 

incredible, and I think they should be banned from the 
swimming area. Those things could put an eye out! 

The weight room is another classic place for pai~. I 
don't me"an heaving the iron; I'm talking about gelling 
to the iron. The same muscle-bound geek is always 
there no matter what time l go in. Does this guy wait 
around the comer until I get there, or is he hired by the 
gym to make it loqk like they have a lot of members? I 
once asked the guy 3fter 15 sets if bC was fmished with 
the bench press. He gave me the evil eye, so I don't use 
the bench press anymore. 

What about the people on the indoor track? You know 
their faces well because they are 'going the wrong way 
on the track. Is their need to be different so great that I 
have ~o worry about clobbering tbe little old lady with 
the hand weights as I go around every comer? The guy 
who runs as1oudly as he can bothers me, too, I'd like to 
tell him that panting and grunting noises are not 
neccesary when lapping me for the third time. His clip 
clop footsteps are plenty warning that he is on the way. 

Getting to gym has become a problem as well. While 
walking my three miles on the treadmill, I wonder to 
myself, "Why did I bother to drive 11/2 miles to get 
here?" On the other hand, when I'm on the stationary 
bike and someone changes the TV channel to golf, I 
cringe as I calculate how much longer I will be there. To 
me, being forced to watch golf is not just painful, it is 
torture . 
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News/Features 

Templer committed to college goals 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Staff Reporter 

from artist to teacher to vice president, Dr. Jairies 
Templer has led a solid life committed to educatioa. 

Originally from Uvalde, Dr. Templer came to Col
lege of the Mainland in 1976 with a master of fine 
ans degree looking for work and was hired as a COM 
art professor. He taught art at COM until January 2.000 
when he was.given the opportunity to become a vice 
president at CO!'i!. 

Dr. Templer believes lhe title of vice president is a 
much bigger challenge and much more responsibility 
in the f"teld of education. As vice president, Dr. 
Templer 1w aided the COM community by playing 
signiftcant roles in the assessment process, beginning 
plans to establish a college site in League City as well 
as other signif.cant orp.nizational changes he believes 
_will benefit the college. • 

Dr. Tumpler is in charge of iastruction at COM. Be
sides students, !his encompasses 90 full• time faculty 

and 200 part-time fa<:ully members. In
struction is divided into three areas: 
academic, wbicb includes all transfer 
courses, workforce education; and con· 
tinuin8 education including not1--credi1 
courses, training for a job, skill upgtad· 
ing or. personal pleasure. These areas 
bring in more than 3.000 student; Ii 
year. Because of the workload and re
sponsibility Dr. Templer has, he also 
works with two other vice presidents. 
Each vice president has his or her own 
aswciate vice presidents. Dr. Templer 
has five associate vice presidents. 

Or. Templer initially decided to get 
into the education fiel11.&,ecause of the 
low income that plagues an artist's tal
ent. He felt that as an artist it was im
possible to make a decent living and 
decided a good way to make a li'Ying. 
as well as leitrn, was to teach art. He 
believes teaching art challenges the 
teach.er. exposes him or her to new 
ideas and provides a good living ... Fi
nancial freedom aliows an artist to 
paint what he wants to paint," Dr. 
Templer said. He also enjoys educa
tion because of the freedom. creativ
ity and free, time. Or. - Templer 

As for his future outlook and plans 
for COM, Dr. Templer has several 
hopes and aspirations. He wants to get Dr. Templer attended !iCVCral univer

sities for his college degrees includ· 
ing Southwestern Univen.ity in Georgetown. Texas, 
University of Texas at El Paso and East Texas State 
University in Commerce. where be received both his 
bachelor of J"me artS and master of fine arts degrees. 
Most re<rently Dr. Templer attended the _ University 
of Tuns Medical Braru.:h i.a -Galveston where he re
ceived ltis doctorate in medical humanities and arts 
and visual studies. 

Since becoming vice president at COM. Dr. 
TCmpler·s responsibilities h.ave increased dramali
calJy. rnstead of teaching a classroom of students, be 
is now in charge of all of the education at COM. 

a well.-estabtished COM site in League 
City as well as continue the site at Clear Creek High 
School. incorporate Galveston County into a county 
community college district. increase the number of 
students in the community-colleges in the county to 
at least 8,000 to 10,000 in the next lO years, begin 
building new buildings at COM including an Emerg- • 
ing Technology Center, a Continuing Education Build
ing. a new Math/Science Building aud an Art Com-, 

plex Building. His biggest goal is to create a distance 
education plan that will reach out to all people in the 
county anytime. a .. teach anywhere anytime" 
concept. Templer said. 

Recruiter seeks-to expand enrollment 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
As.sistant Editor 

In a never-ending battle to recruit students, College of 
the Mainland brought on board Jimmy Ramos as a full-· 

Jimmy Ramos, COM's new bilingual recruiter, 11t1 In 
his office, located In the Administration Building. 
Ramos Joined the Strategic Emollment Management 
Team this past fall and plans to actively promote COM 
within the community. (Photo by Kristy Roberta) 

, time employee last fall. R~mos, a former La Marque High 
School teacher, filled the position of bilingual recruiter 
on the COM Strategic Enrollment Man_agement Team. 

In a community that is vastly Hispanic, Ramos' know(. 

edge of the inner workings of the high schools, together 
with his bilingual speaking abilities certainly will help 
lend credibility to his position. 

Ramos intends to be a visible presence in all the area · 
schools, along with local businesses and civic organiza
tions. He hopes·to have the bilingual recruitment program 
running as a "Well-oiled machine within three to five 
years-." 

Although COM maintains a large presence in the tech
nical and nursing fields, offering a vast number of two
year degrees, Ramos also intends to stress the academic 
attributes of COM to future college students in the area. 

.. II is a myth that COM core academic hours don' t trans
fer," Ramos said. "I plan to dispel that rumor." He also 
asked if COM hours don 't transfer as some people claim, 
then whfdo so many students from four-year universities 
study at COM during the summer semesters? 

The plain truth is, Ramos said, that ·a college degree, 
whether ~t be a two-year technical degree or a two-year 
asoociate's degree, is what a person needs in life, and that 
is what he intends to stress to students. 

Even as early as at the elementary school level, Ramos 
intends to make his message clear to students about the 
need for attending college, and he hopes to be able to "plant 
the seed of higher education" in area sahool children as 
early as possible during their formative years. 

I 

Mona Marshall, (left) an professor, and Debra Rueb 
local artist, talk In the COM Art Gallery while standing 
In front of Rueb'1 "'Tammy Is on Time." Rueb'• ex
hibit, part of FotoFest 2002, will show at COM through 
April 14. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Art exhibit presents 
many puzzling photos 
By KRISTY ROBEKfS 
Assistant Editor 

It.is said that a picture is worth a thousand words. In 
the art exhibit EniJtish LeS!ion by Debra Rueb, each pic
ture is literally worth less than seven words. 

The exhibit, opened March 4 with a reception for the 
artist and a brief lecture by Rueb, will run through April 
14 at the College of the Mainland Fine Arts Gallery. 

For the person who is not a real fan of stereotypical 
museum art, Rueb's series of photographs can also be 
viewed as a game (as long as you do not cheat and look at 
the title of the piece), to see if you can guess the title of 
the picture. 

All of Rueb's pictures depict what she calls "a diagram 
diptych," (a picture of Tammy acting out a metaphor, 
clichCS or pun). For those not familiar with Tammy, she is 
a children's doll similar to Barbie, but with more realistic 
features 'and proportions. 

Rueb's idea behi.n.d her artwork actually is a game. She 
lets Tammy act out different metaphors, dicbes or puns; 
then the viewer looks at the picture and from that tries to 
figure out the title of that particular piece of art. How
ever, just in case playing games or trying to figure out a 
riddle is not the vie~l forte, Rueb also supplies a pic
t?grnm of the title. 'fl\! pictogram, with words and pic
tures, is much easier for the average person to understand. 

This may be one of the only art exhibits where laugh
ing at the artist's work is good. "Ifl hear laughter, I know 
J)Cople are getting something out of my wofk," Rueb said. 

This year Rueb, together with Tammy and all he~ 
friends, also are a part of FotoFest 2002, which includes 
not only the COM Art Gallery but galleries from all of 
Houston and the surrounding areas. 

The COM Fine Arts Gallery is open Mondays and 
Thursdays. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Wednesdays, 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m.; and Saturdays, noon to 3 p.m. The gallery also will 
open Thursday through Saturday from 7 to 8 p.m. and 
Sunday from 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

F'?r additional information contact the gallery at ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll free I (800) 258-8859, Ext 354. 
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Ii contrilivtion lo the C41fnival by sending students 
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Andrew Poise and Tettelle Spenser. from the Pro
<el!ll Tecim,,lo8Y l)epartment, showed lt<lw the · 
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I keep 1he .. n-i, process ..re. , . 
l Coleeoa Jadcson, a graphic ans professor, dis
I played ll!ODY of the computer-created woib of 
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Shannon Roberson and Jeanette Slepbens; both 
stndents of !he associate degree musing pr<>&iam 
were available, wilh stethoscopes itt hand, so 
children could bear their owu "-beats. ' 

Joan Mader and Tom Hawkins, Dllt$ing pro
f....,.., represented die Emergency Medical Ser• 

. vices Depilrtmellt, together with Cissy Matthews, 
oiredorof EMS and Health Oc<upations. 

Mike Thibodeaux (left) ·anc1 Brian Woodall, 
both of T ... ..- Mexico -r ~. 
teach .children and - -the haurds 
of touching - ._ by Nttlng varlou8 
-- ~byKriatyR-) 
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Flu symptoms could be chronic fatigue 
By JENNIFER DEMETRIOS 
Staff Reporter 

Chronic Fatigue Syndrome is a disorder that sneaks up 
on sufferers by imitating the Ou. It zaps their energy mak
ing it a chore to simply pick up a phone. Sufferers ofteo 
are misdiagonsed because the syndrome mimics the flu~ 

March was CFS Awareness Month, bringing attention 
to the necessity of receiving a correct diagnosis, as well 
as giving insight into the disorder. 

There is a great deal of debate as to how to define CFS. 
A tentative definition bas been made that may be useful 
in further study of the disorder as well as in diagnosis. 

To be diagnosed with CFS, a person must meet two 
criteria. according to the National Center for Infectious 
Diseases. 1) The person must have suffered from severe 
chronic fatigue for a six-month period or longer with no 
oth.er diagnosed medical conditions present and 2) must 
exhibit at least four of the following symptoms. 

These CFS symptoms are short-tenn memory problems; 

impairment in concentration; sore throat; teader lymph 
nodes; muscle pain; multi-joint pain without swelling or 
redness; headaches of a new type; unrefreshing sleep; and 
severe fatigue lasting more than 24 hours. 

CFS affects all racial and ethnic groups and both sexes. 
However, a San Francisco study on CFS found that a CFS
like disease is most prevelant in women, among people 
with houshold incoines under $40,(K)() and among Afri
can Americans. The disorder is Least detected in Asians 
and Caucasians. Adolescents do not have inunulUty to this 
disorder, but few studies have shown them to have CFS. 

Viral infections, stress and toxins have been presumM 
to be possible causes of CFS. However,. the cause or causes 
remain under speculation. 

If fatigue ha& persisted for more than six consecutive 
months., if it is not relieved by sleep and is accompanied 
by flu-like symptoms as well as memory problems, treat
ment may be needed to sec if CFS is the culprit. · 

Specific questions regarding CFS should be discussed 
with a physican, or the local or state.health department. 

Sam Houston ·state partners with COM 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

A partnership was forged March 4, including Sam 
Houston State University in Huntsville, College of the 
Mainland, British Petroleum, the city of Texas City and 
The British Petroleum Foundation in London. 

The groundbreaking ceremony for the Environmental 
Technology Development Ce.nter began with Carlos 
Garza, mayor of Texas City, as the master of ceremony. 
Dr. James Gaertner, president of SHSU; Dr. Homer M. 
"Butch" Hayes, president of COM; Jimmy Haley, presi
dent of the Texas City/La Marque Chamber of Commerce; 
Walter T[eybig, plant mana:gtr of Sterling Chemicals; and 
many of the COM Board of Trustees members were 
among the people present for this event. 

The test site will apcc>mmodate research in the envi
ronmental sciences, such as environrp.ental management, 
biology, chemistry and process technology. 

The Texas City area is heavily inundated with chemi
cal and petroleum refineries, whkh makes this the per-

feet location to study soil remediation using natural re
sources. "There will be no toxic chemicals used or stored 
at the test site," Dr. Hayes said. 

The test site will contain gardens, ponds, a greenhouse 
and a small building for research. The research personnel 
and graduate students. who will control the test site, will 
be provide~ by SHSU. Although staffed by SHSU, this 
merger will enable COM students to join in and help with 
the research that is to be performed both at the ·test site 
and at the local refineries. 

COM leased the land, which contains the test site, to 
SHSU for a period of IO years. "There are also two addi
tional two-year leases, so SHSU could run .the test sit~ for 
a period of 14 years," Dr. Hayes said:-After that the test 
site, together with all improvements, will revert to COM. 

The site will be funded by private donations, and by 
~HSU through their National Science Foundation Grant. 

At this time no firm plans to build a permanent building 
with classrooms exist. However, there are tentative plans 
for a building to be constructed on another portion of the 
catllpus within the next three years. 

Exercise produces more than physical pain 

Randy 
Goode 

Maybe I'm just a little naive, but when I started 
exercising again I didn't expect all the unforeseen pain. 
I'm not talking about the sore muscles or oth~r ph}'sical 
aches that plague my body most of the time. And I'm 
not talking about the pure exhaustio'n from running or 
the excruciating joint pain after a particularly long bike 
ride. 1 am referring to the little pains that seem to go 
with exercising on a daily Qasis. 

First there is laundry. I can't believe how m\lCh extra 
stuff I have to wash on a daily basis as a result of my 
workouts. I have a collection of T-shirts, sweatpants. 
socks and misc. clothing that I thought I would wear but 
didn 't. For instance, the tie-dye jersey looked great o-n 
Hie manikin, but when i stretch the fabric around my 
bulging waist it loses some of its cool symmetry. 

There also has been a fair amount of pain at the pool. 
My gym has a 25 meter pool with three lanes, and 

inevitably there is a family outing going on when I get 
thet'e. Mom and Dad have the outside lanes while the 
four kids hog the middle one. I don't mind waiting for 
someone to fini~h a workout but hanging on the lane 
dividers while discussing dinner plans for 20 minutes 

• 
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really hacks me off. 
By the way, the range on those blaster water guns is 

incredible, and I think they should be banned from the 
swimming area. Those things could put an eye out! 

The weight room is another classic place for pai~. I 
don't me"an heaving the iron; I'm talking about gelling 
to the iron. The same muscle-bound geek is always 
there no matter what time l go in. Does this guy wait 
around the comer until I get there, or is he hired by the 
gym to make it loqk like they have a lot of members? I 
once asked the guy 3fter 15 sets if bC was fmished with 
the bench press. He gave me the evil eye, so I don't use 
the bench press anymore. 

What about the people on the indoor track? You know 
their faces well because they are 'going the wrong way 
on the track. Is their need to be different so great that I 
have ~o worry about clobbering tbe little old lady with 
the hand weights as I go around every comer? The guy 
who runs as1oudly as he can bothers me, too, I'd like to 
tell him that panting and grunting noises are not 
neccesary when lapping me for the third time. His clip 
clop footsteps are plenty warning that he is on the way. 

Getting to gym has become a problem as well. While 
walking my three miles on the treadmill, I wonder to 
myself, "Why did I bother to drive 11/2 miles to get 
here?" On the other hand, when I'm on the stationary 
bike and someone changes the TV channel to golf, I 
cringe as I calculate how much longer I will be there. To 
me, being forced to watch golf is not just painful, it is 
torture . 
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Campus Life 

Erdla Paga, an_ international student from Indonesia, speaks at the Multicultural Luncheon Feb. 28 held In the 
Student Center. An International meeting, sponsored by the Multl..cuhure TMm, will be held April 5 lrom 6:30,,9 
p.m. in the Student Canter. (Photo by Tara Land) 

30 lunch guests model COM's diversity 
By OlA KAREEM 
Staff Reporter 

A display of College of the Mainland's diversity was 
shown Feb. 28 at the Multicultural Luncheon held in the 
Student Center. This event, organized by the Student Ac
tivities Board and chaired by Emilio Vega, brought an 
array of international foods to the attention of many. 

The Ku Ku Sabzi, a Middle Eastern food meaning green 
vegetables, brought by math Professor Ali Ravandi, was 
complimented throughout the luncheon along with Elias 
de la Cerda Jr. 's Mexican cajeta, milk candy. De la Cerda 
is a former ln1erCOM editor. Patricia Jackson. director of 
Career Services. contributed Jamaican dishes consisting 
of jerk pork and ja bread. ·' 

"Even though it's my first time to attend," said Oscar 
Hernandez, adjunct Spanish instructor, ,;I think it's very 
good for all cultures to come together and enjoy all the 
foods prese'nt." 

During the luncheon Vega thanked everyone for com
ing and passed the micrOphone around for all to intro
duce themselves and state what they brought. 

The international students talked about their countries 

and the differences between their cultures and that of the 
United States. A difference between Angola, Africa, and 
the United States, according to Etianete Sardinha, a COM 
international student from Angola, is that Angola has nei
ther stop signs nor speed limits. She said the reason for 
this is that the people won't pay attention to those spe
cific regulations. Sardinha also saia that the luncheon "was 
very interesting. and I really liked it." 

Although 50 guests were expected for the event, ap
proximately 30 attended. "I think it's one of the most won
derful things that occurs at COM," said Alice Whistler, 
COM Amigos adviser, "but I'm disappointed in the turn
out. We need more students, faculty and staff to come 
and learn about each other and our diversity." 

When the luncheon ended at 1:30, Maryann Urick, SAB 
adviser, aMounced that Friday. April S, the Muhi~Cul
lure Team will sponsor an international meeting fof all 

• students, staff, faculty and community members 10 attend 
6:30-9 p.m. in the Student Center. People will be able to 
get together and display different things from their coun
tries, eat dinner and watch various kinds of entertainment. 

For more infonnation, c'all Urick at (409) 938-1211 or 
loll free al 1 (888) 258-8859, Exl. 418. 

Laid-back cat makes COM theater debut 
By JENNIFER I. RUSSO 
Staff Reporter 

When Jack Westin started castuig for The Diary of Anne 
Frank. now showing at the College of the Mainland Arena 
Theatre, the first role cast was Mouschi the cat. 

'rhe Diary of Anne Frank is the story of two Jewish 
families, the Franks and the Van Daans, hiding out from 
the Nazis during World War II and the Holocaust. Mouschi 
was the cat the Van Daans brought into hiding. 

'·People who owned cats said it couldn't be done," 
Westin said about using a real cat in the play. "Cats and 
theater generally don ' t mix." Westin added, .. For a long 
tillle we entertained the idea of using a fake cat. Then 
Wydell Dixon [ manager of Whiskerville Animal Shelter) 
called offering to supply a properly trained animal." 

Her solution was Margot, one of lhe many pets Dixon 
bas rescued from the streets. At the time Margot was res-

cued, "she was pregnant and literally starving to dearh," 
Dixon said. Now five years later, she is starring in Th_e 
Diary of Anne Frank. AH other pets, including kittens, 
residing at the Whiskerville Animal Shelter, located at 
2122 17th Avenue North in Texas City are still in need of 
a good home. 

This is Margol's first foray into show business, and she 
handles the rigorous schedule well giving a moving per
formance. She never meows her opinion. 

Opening night for The Diary· of Anne Frank was April 
4. Performances continue Thursdays through Saturdays 
at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30 p.m. through April 28 at 
COM'sArena Theatre: The Biggest Li'ITheatre in Texas. 

For tick.et infonnatidn and reservations, phone (409) 
938-1211 or 1011 free 1 (888) 258-8859; Ext 345. 

For more information about the Whiskerville Animal 
Shelter, phone the sheller at (409) 789~7111 or visit 
<www.whiskerville.org>. 
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Chicken bowlers 
win gift certificates 
By OlA KAREEM 
Staff Reporter 

Last semester students bowled with turkeys, but this 
semester chickens were the lucky food of choice. The 
College of the Mainland Students for Christ club orga
nized the Chicken Bowl outside the Administration Build
ing March 28. 

Three teams of five competed. Some of the people in
volved just happened to be walking !,y while Qthers knew 
about the bowl beforehand and formed groups. Geneva 
Murphy, Juan Diaz, Jason Marks, Richard Allen and this 
reporter made up Team 1. Team 2 consisted of Heather 
DunsQeaph, Mellisa.Trahan. Syl'Via Jackson, Jean Ander
son and Kelly Frame. The last team, Team 3. consisted of 
Tara Land, Michael Selinidis, Stepbariie Greer, Aurora 
Gonzalez and Sarah Stafford. 

T9 give all bowlers a little motiva"tion, Tammy Stafford, 
the Physical Education Team program assistant and Stu
dents for Christ adviser. announced the prizes. First place 
winners would each walk away with a $10 gift certificate 
to Wal-Ma.rt and SAM's Club; a $5 gift certificate to Hol
lywood Video would be awarded to each second place 
winner; and third place winners would each receive a bag 
of Lays Potato Chips, donated by Frito Lay. 

At approximately 12:45 p.m. the chicken bowling be
gan. The five players on each team could bowl only three 
times each. Team 1 was the first to knock down plns-2 
liter soda bottles filled with cat litter. Then after about _ 
three or four attempts Team 3 knocked down four pins, 
one more than Team l had knocked down. At this point 
Team 2 hadn't kn()l'.:ked down any pins. About two more 
minutes into the game Team 1 knocked down one more 
pin; now Team 1 and 3 were tied. Then to everyone 's sur
prise Team 2 knocked down four pins, and everyone yelled 
with excitement. 

Now every person on each learn had bowled three times 
apiece except for Team l, so Diaz of Team l bowled the 
chicken knocking dow·n three pins, and Team 1 won the'" 
spol for first place with 7 points. 

Because Teams 2 and 3 were still tied, Stafford in
structed both teams to bowl one more time, ignoring pre
vious points. Unfortunately, Team 2 didn't knock down 
any pins. Then Land of Team 3 knocked doWn five pins. 
Team 3 conquered second place with 5 points while Team 
3 took third place. Unlike last semester there were no score 
keepers; each team kept up with its own score. 

''The purpose of this event 'was fellowship, .. SI afford 
said ... We had a variety of students to participa~e and all 
had fun." 

The chickens used in the Chicken Bowl were skinned, 
washed thoroughly and barbecued for the Students for 
Christ meeting Tuesday, April 2. Students, faculty and staff 
were invited. 

For more information about Students for Christ, con
lael Stafford al (409) 938-1211 or loll free I (888) 258-
8859, Exl 417. 
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Emlllo Vega, COM atud•nt, addreaua Vice Pr•aldent/ Dean. of Student Services Pamela Davenport and Vice 
President/Dean of Colfege.and Financial Services Dr. Henry D. Pope at the Student Concerns Forum March 7 In 
the Learning R•ourcea Center Auditorium, L-131. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

Doomsday clock depicts i,uclear threat 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

Albert Einstein first alerted President Franklin 
Roosevelt in 1939 of the possibility that the atomic bomb 
could be created. On Aug. 6,.1945, the United States sent 
the Enola Gay and her crew lo drop the first nuclear bomb 
named "Little Boy" on Hiroshima, Japan. The second 
nuclear bomb Was dropped on Nagasaki, Japan.just three 
days later. Thousands of innocent people quickly became 
casualties of the war. 

Since the introduction of nuclear weapons, people of 
all races and nations h"ave lived in fear of the onsel of the 

~ "Nuclear Age." 
In 1947 the Clock of Doom, now known as the Dooms

day Clock, first appeared on the cover of The Bulletin of 
Atomic Scientists. The clock was the creation of artist 
Marty) Langsdorf, who was the wife of physicist 
Alexander Langsdorf, a Bulletin founder. 

Martyl Langsdorf used the last quadrant of the clock to 
represent the "urgency of the situation." The clock came 
'to life on the cover of the Bulletin in 1947. The hands of 
the clock, first set at seven minutes to midnight, were set 
against an eerie burnt orange background. 

From that day Langsdorf created the Doomsday Clock, 
its hands have moved only 16 times, 6oth backward and 
forward. 

Since the clock depicts only the last quarter of time, 
only once for a period of four years were the hands not 
visible on the face. The hands moved backward to 17 
minutes to midnight in 1991. This change was due to the 
peaceful and successful Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty 
talks between the United States and the Soviet Union. 
START headed the major super powers toward peace. 

But all good things must come to an end. In 1995 the 
treaty talks stalled, and the clock 's hands advanced to 14 
minutes before midnight. 

Though most of the movement of the clock's hands 
came about because of the actions of the United States 
and the Soviet Union, the most recent came about in 1998. 
The hands of the clock were set to nine minutes before 
midnight, after India and Pakistan tested a series of nuclear 
devices in May 1998. 

Last December the board discussed advancing the hands 
of the clock to depict the ongoing tensions in the Middle 
East However, no decision was made at that tiine. 

On Feb. 25 this reporter received an e-mail invitation 
from The Bulletin to witness the movemen1 of the hands 
of the clock, marking the 17th time in more than 55 years 
that the time has changed. 

The sadness of this event was underscored by the fact 
that the hands were advanced Feb. 27 to 7 minutes before 
midnight, to depict the growing concerns about nuclear 
Weapons and their potential for devastation. 

Houston Chronicle established by historic figure 
C0ntlnued from Page 2---------
nal from Pulitzer's brother and dropped Morning from 
the title. 

' Circulation plays an importantmle in a newspaper's 
life. Hearst and Pulitzer realized the need for readers and 
competed with each other for them. 

Shortly after Hearst had established his name in news
papers, a newspaper was founded in Houston. In 1901 
Marcellus E. Foster was at the oil strike ot the famous 
Spindlelop oil field in Beaumont. 

According to <www.houstonchronicle.com>, Foster 
purchased an option on the well for $30 and then sold it a 
week later for $5,000. Within days he collected $20.000 
from investors, rented a three-story building at 1009 Texas 
Ave. and began his paper, the Houston Chronicle, which 
sold for 2 cents a copy. By the end of-its first month in 
print, circulation had reached 4.378. 

It took only three years for the Chronicle to expand 
with a Sunday edition which included 44 pages of news . 
and four- pages of comics in color. Soon the paper out-

• 

• 

• 

grew its small birth place. In 1908 Jesse H. Jones, the 
leading builder in the area, exchanged constructing a 10-
story building for an interest in the Chronicle. When Fos
ter decided to sell the paper:in I 926, Jones was eager to 
purchase it. When Jones died in I 956, the ownership was 
transferred to Houston Endowment Inc., a charitable foun
dation started by Jones and his wife. 

According to the Houston Chronicle's Web site, the Tax 
Refono Act of I %9 forced the organization to sell the 
paper in 1986, when it was purchased by the Hearst Cor
poration for $415 million. 

The Hearst Corporation cmtently owns 12 daily news
papers, 18 weekly newspapers and 15 U.S. consumer 
magazines. 

Pulitzer and Hearst are only two men in a large group 
of contributors to journalism and the Chronicle is only 
one paper of thousands nationwide. 

Newspapers have provided a service" to the American 
people for decades, but what role they will play in the 
future remains a question. 

• 
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Student forum ends 
in vigorous debate 
By .DANIEL K. lAI 
Staff Reporter 

The Student Concerns Forum which took place March 
7 in the auditorium of the College of 1he Mainland Leam
ing Resources Center, allowed students to speak their 
minds about various topics of concern. Present to answer 
the students' questions were Pamela Davenport, '(ice presi
dent/dean of Student Services, and Dr. Henry D. Pope, 
vice president/dean of College and Financial Services. 

Tension filled the air as several students voiced con
cerns about current parking lot problems, handicapped 
parking spaces, food distribution and fund-raisers held in 
the COM Student Center. 

Perhaps the most controversial argument arose when 
several students complained about the regulation of food 
products as a fund•raiser in the Student Center. Students 
argued it is unfair that they cannot sell any type of food in 
the Student Center with the excepfion of baked goods, 
cookies and popcorn. 

Dr. Pope was firm in his belief that the new food con
tract with Brown Food Services is very fair to student 
fund-raisers as weJI as to Jeff Brown. Or. Pope explained 
that having a hot food service is a money-losing invest
ment and if student_s try to compete with Brown Food 
Services by selling food products for fund-raisers, those 
sales would be unfair economically to Brown. 

Students complained that Brown Food Services does 
not keep the cafeteria open f9r night classes. Dr. Pope 
said at one time it was open and statiStically it was not 
being used. Dr. Pope sugg!sted if stude.nts would like to 
have an event where food needs to be served or catered as 
a function, to cater through Brown Food Services. Dr. Pope 
extended an invitation to ·students who have a problem 
with the food service to come .to any future meetings of 
food services and address the situation. The revised food 
contract explains the only items that can be sold in the 
Student Center by students are baked goods and popcorn. 
Dr. Pope also added if students are lo engage in. fund
raising for whatever reason, the organization has to go 
through proper authority and procedures. 

One concern of a representative of Career Services was 
the need for COM to build a new parking lot. Dr. Pope 
addressed and assured students he was working on a plan 
which he will present to the COM Board of Trustees at 
the April or May Board meeting to begin bidding on con
tracts to construct a new parking lot. His projected goal is 
to begin construction on COM's new parking lot in May 
and to be open for use between the end of the spring and 
beginning of summer classes. The new parking lot will 
be located by the TecbnicalNocational Building. 

Another concern a representative of Career Services 
raised was the enforcement of speed limits in the parking 
lots and on the streets surrounding COM. Or. Pope could 
not offer much advice on lhat subjecl olber than lbal he 
will pass the concern along to the city police department 
and the COM police officers. 

Some students were concerned with the lack of handi
capped parking spaces and the fact that several students 
who are not handicapped park in . the restricted spaces. 
Dr. Pope explained that COM coniplics with the number 
of handicapped parking slots the state requires for new 
parking lots. and he further explained that COM cannot 
arbitrarily increase handicapped parking. (The number of 
handicapped park.ingspols COM h~ is in compliance with 
the regulations.) 

Davenport was asked what the Administration Team is 
doing to make COM a more student friendly campus. 
Davenport cited several plans the team currently is work
ing on including writing grants, staffing a full-time Infor
mation Cenler, staffing lhe Advisement Center with ad
visers, renovating the Administration Building and reor
ganizing Student Services. 

Although the forum failed to please many students, in
cluding a few who walked out in the middle, it was suc
cessful in bringing to light valid problems students would 
like to see conected in the future. 

. . 
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2 journalists forge newspaper history 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Editor S Note: This i:i,· Part JI of three-part serie!>·. Part I dis

cussed the evolution of newspapers i11 America. 

New~papers, at the tum of the century, were beginning 
to appear on every street comer. By 1880, 11,314 differ
ent newspapers were being printed, and by 1890, the first 
circulation census revealed 1 million copies per issue were 
being printed, according to <www.historicpages.com>. 

TWo men are well-known for their contributions to 
American journalism and newspapers. The first is Joseph 
Pulitzer, born in· 1847. An immigrant from Germany, 17-
year-old Pulitzer set out for America to start a military 
career after his failure at such a career in Europe. He then 
enlisted in the New York calvary regiment to fight in the 
Civil War, according to Frank Luther Mott in Ainerican 
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Journalism: A History from 16<X>-1960. 
Upon discharge Pulitzer headed for St. Louis, Mo. Ar

riving in rain and sleet without an overcoat, Pulitzer was 
broke and could not afford to pay for a ride to the city. 
Without a bridge to travel over, Pulitzer obtained a job 
for one nighfhring the boiler on the ferry and earned his 
ride across the rive£. ' 

. While living in St. Louis, he met Carl Schurz and Dr. 
Emli Preetorius, founders of the Deutsche Gesells~haft 
and owners of the Weslliche Posl, the leadi~g German 
American newspaper of the Middle West. ln 1868 he was 

. hired as a reporter for the Westliche Post. 
In 1869 Pulitzer was nominated to run for representa

tive in the state Legislature. According to Mott, e~en 
though the districfwas Democratic, he won the election. 

After serving his term, Pulitzer returned to St. Louis 
whe[e he took part in the Liberal Republican Movement. 
lt was because of his poldical involvements that he was 
able to purchase his first newspaper property, a piece of 
the ownership of the Westliche Post. 

Pulitzer made his name known with the purchase of 
the New York World. The paper had been suffering losses 
for several years prior lo Pulitzer 's purchase, but he hoped 
to tum that around. By 1884 the World had done just that, 
reaching 100,000 in circulation. 

Pultizer's name has left a mark that still carries impor
tance today. The prestigious Pulitzer Prize is an annual 
award given for outstanding journalistic and literary 
achievements. He established the award in his will, which 
he wrote in I 904. 

William Randolph Hearst, much younger than Pulitzer, 
was born in 1863 lo a silver miner who was made rich by 
the Comstock lode in Virginia City, Nev. When Hearst 
was 19, he entered Harvard Univeristy, where he became 
the successful business manager of the Lampoon. a stu
dent comic periodical. After making obscene jokes about 
several professors, Hearst was expelled in 1885. 

Meanwhile Hearst had become interested in the ~tudy 
of newspapers and admired Pulitzer's World. To set off 
hiS career in journalism, Hearst begged his father to be 
put in charge of the San Francisco Examiner, which his 
father already owned. According to Mott, Hearst's father 
gave in; then Hearst made the Examiner a successful mir
ror of the World. 

After the death of his father and receiving $7.5 million 
in stocks, Hearst decided to try his hand at a New York 
newspaper. In 1895 Hearst purchased Che Morning four

See Houolon Page 3 
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No protection for 
academic freedom 

• 

The College of the Mainland Board of Trustees at their 
regular meeting March 25 discussed granting tenure to' 
Dr. David Michael Smith, a government professor . 

( listened intently to all the people who spoke both for 
and against Dr. Smith. The basis of this heated debate 
was "academic freedom." 

After hearing the discussion and the granting of tenure 
to Dr. Smith. l quickly went home to research academic 
freedom. However, after hours of sittin'g in front of my 
computer, searching the Internet, I found there to be, no 
constitutional right of academic freedom. According to 
the Supreme Court, academic freedom is not a fomt of 
protected speech under the First Amendment. 

In 1957 in Sweery vs. New Hampshire the Justices · 
concurred that .. no field of education is so thoroughly 
comprehended by man that new discoveries cannot yet 
be made. "Their opinion continued." particularly is that 
true in the social sciences, where few, if any, principles 
are accepted as absolutes." The justices also concurred 
that academic freedom is a contractual right between a 
professor and an institution. 

The COM faculty handbook states that academic 
freedom .. is essential (so) that faculty members (can) be 
free to pursue scholarly inquiry without undue restric
tions and to voice and publish their conclusions in 
presenting relevant knowledge." 

Well, I ask you, if Dr. Smith voices his opinion about 
communism, Marxism and capitalism, is that not relevant 
lo a government course? And if he is not able to discuss 
certain subjects which directly pertain to government, 
does that not create undue restrictions? 

l was sitting in my government class, the following 
Wednesday, when Michele Betancourt, a government 
professor, asked the students, "Do you even know what 
communism is?" l truly thought I knew what commu
nism is beca~sc of the way my parents always spoke: 

• 

Communism was a bad thing. However, Webster's 
Collegiate Dictionary defines conununism as a theory 
advocating elimination of private property, a system in 
which goods are owned in common and are available to 
all as needed. 

Well, I pondered the meaning of communism for quite 
a while and decided it sounded a lot like Star Trek: The 
Next Generation, where all "are truly created equal." It 
actually did n"ot sound like a bad deal. But to give 
capitalism a fair shake, those who work harder and 
longer do deserve a bigger piece of the pie. So now [ ask, 
"What about the immigrants or illegal aliens ( and I mean 
of this pl~net) who work longer and harder 4oing more 
back-breaking laborth!fi say-Bill Gates?" 

But back to academic freedom. Without academic 
freedom, I would never have discovered what commu
nism means, or learned how Christopher Columbus and 
others who followed, decimated the Nativ.e Americans. 

I have spent a couple of years stud}'ing at COM and 
have had various history and gov~mment professors, and 
l believe thCy all are more than willing to share their 
opinions with a class. However, l have never heard one 
of them say they do not invite an opposing opinion, nor 
do they insist students adhere to their political philoso
phies. The only stipulation the professors in social 
science make is that you must be able to back your 
opinion with valid reasons. 

I was pleased the Board granted tenure to Dr. Smith, 
and would enjoy listening to one of his lectures since l 
have never had him for a prof~. 

• 

• 
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Employ"" of the COM custodial staff gather for a photo outside tho Maintenance Building. Tho custOdlal staff lo 
responsible 1or keeping the hallways, restrooms and claaarool1'is clean and supplled.(Photo by Kristy Roberta) 

Critics unable to sway Board members 
ConUnued from P-1 ---------
them in public and hear from students:, staff and commu
nity members in public." 

After the three-hour meeting, the Board voted unani
mously, 7-0, to grant Dr. Smith his tenure. 

&fore..tbe Board.of. Trustees allowed the open micro
phone, Dr. Homer " Butch" Hayes,·prcsident of COM, out
lined tbe six criteria a faculty member must demonstrate 
to be awarded tenure. 

The criteria include: planning of instruction; experimen
tation with instruction; field experience; profess'ionalism; 
improvement in instruction; and demonstrating how the 
faculty member aligns himself or herself with the mission 
statement of the college. The Board made it clear that Or. 
Smith 's tei;iure would be judged on whether or not he had 
met the criteria, not his political beliefs. Suppc;rters and 
critics of Smith were given three minutes each to present 
their cases. 

Several students speaking in favor of the professor tes
tified to the Board how Dr. Smith had changed their lives 
and their way of thinking, not by brainwashing, but by 
allowing them to leave his class with an open mind. 

Carol Voight, a chemistry student at COM and vice 
p~esident of COM Student Government, told the Board: 
"I am neither young, dumb nor stupid. I am certainly not 
gullible, and I am not manipulated by anyone." 

Support for Dr. Smith did not stop with students. COM 
employees Patricia Jackson, director of Career Services, 
and Dr: Ali Ravandi, math professor, spoke in favor of Dr. 
Smith's tenure, as did several citizens of Galveston County. 
. "A free and open exchange of ideas in the classroom is 

necessary for the growth of democracy," JoAnn Gavin, a 
local citizen, argued. 

The· support for Dr. Smith did not sit easily with his 
critics. They took interest in Dr. Smith after bis guest col
umn appeared in the Galveston Daily News on Sept. 20 
following Sept. 11. His article suggested it was nol neces-

sary for the United States to drop ~tomic bombs on Japan 
to end World War II. Also, several veterans were irritated 
with the actions of Dr. Smith's students, who handed out 
fliers Nov. 8 during the COM Veterans Day observance. 
The fliers advertised a demonstration-in Houston against 
the war in Afghanistan. _ _ __ 

· A few minor Outbreaks of decorum from both sides in
terrupted the meeting as Dr. Smith's critics argued that 
the professqr was brainwashing students with commu
nism. His critics said he was abusing academic freedom 
by taking advantage of his authority as a teacher in citing 
his views. 

Dr. Smith defines academic freedom as "the freedom 
to teach, research and communicate one's views without 
fear of retaliation." 

Richard Cartwright, a local citizen, accused Dr. Smith 
of being an atheist saying, "That 's what they are." 

Fonner Galveston County Judge Ray Holbrook said: 
"It seems clear to me that Dr. Smith espouses a subver
sive, anti-captalist, anli-free enterprise philosophy that l 
believe is out of place in a public institution of higher 
learning and is detrimental to the basis of our freedom in 
this country." 

After 32 supporters and 10 critics spoke, the Board was 
unswayed in its decision to grant Dr. Smith his tenure. ~ 

COM Board President Ralph Holm explained that he 
told veterans in December that Dr. Smith had applied for 
tenure. Since then Dr. Smith's critics have had the oppor
tunity to present evidence of professional miSC0nduct or 
other disqualifing factors. "No facts were presented." 

Dr. Smith said none of his critics attended his classes 
even though the Board invited them to do so. "My critics 
couldn't really challenge my credentials as a teacher." 

COM Board member Don Criss explained that with 
three binders of evidence, Dr. Smith's application ex
ceeded the college's requirements and that there was no 
reason to deny him tenure. 

New computers, famous author to be part of library's week-long celebration 

• 

College of the Mainland will celebrate National Library 
week April 14-20. 

Michael Blake, author of Dances with Wolves, will speak 
April 16 at 5:45 p.m. in the Learning Resources Center 

• 

Auditorium, Room L-131. 
An introduction to the library's new computer class

room lab will be held on April 18 at 12:30 p.ni. All .stu- . 
dents are invited to join in the festivities. 

' 
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Physical plant staff 
deserve compliments 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

As students rush from place to place on campus through
out the day, most make use of the facilities without giv
ing a thought to who maintains them. 

The College of the Mainland custodial, maintenance 
and grounds staffs run efficiently under the direction of · 
Peter Early, director of COM Physical Plant. 

Early took over as director of Physical Pfant August 
2001, and with his crews assures that COM is a beautiful 
campus students, faculty and staff can be proud of. 

The physical plant consists of three departments: the 
maintenance staff who oversees all electrical, plumbing; 
air conditioning or heating problems; the grounds staff 
who keep the green areas; the pond, flower beds., shrubs 
and parking lots free and clear of any trash (which keeps 
the ducks and pigeons happy); and the custodial staff who 
are always on hand to clean and vacuum the classrooms, 
empty the trash, vacuum the hallways, aod most impor
tantly, clean the restrooms and replenish all the necessary 
supplies. Maybe if the custodial staff were assigned to 
clear the old fliers off the walls of the Leaming Resources 
Center, second floor, the walls would stay as neat as the 
restrooms. 

While rushing from class to class, if you happen to see 
a custodian, maintenance worker or grounds keepers. take 
a minute to say thank you. They are truly the unsung he
roes of the COM campus. 

Diary of Anne Frank 
staged by talented _cast 
Continued from Page 1 
this dramatic story with the humor the characters bring to 
the play is well done, 

Shelley Malad who portrays Anne Frank said, .. What 
people don't realize is there's so much humor in the play." 

The cast in addition to Molad includes Roger Stallings 
as Mr. Frank, Jacki Bynum as Mrs. Frank, Barry Cham
bers as Mr. Van Daan, Tim Even;. as Peter Van Daan, Julia 
Jay as Mrs. Van Daan, Robert Judd as Mr. Dussel, Walter 
Mylett as Mr. K.raler, Francie ~ewsome as Miep, and 
Molly O'Neal as Margot Frank. 

In addition to the talented people in the cast, is Margot, 
the cat (that is the cat's real name); she portrays Mouschi, 
the cat the Van Daans brought into hiding with them. 

When Westin started casting for The Diary of Anne 
Frank the first role cast was Mouschi. "Cats and theater 
generally don't mix, .. Westin said. "Then Wydell Dixon 
[ manager of Whiskerville Animal Shelter] called offering 
to supply a properly trained animal." Margot never breaks 
cbaracier or misses a cue. 

Opening night for The Diary of Anne Frank is 8 p.m. 
April 4. Performances continue through April 28, Thurs
days through Saturdays, 8 p.m. and Sundays, 2:30 p.m. 
at COM's Arena Theatre. 

For ticket information and reservations, phone ( 409) / 
938-1211 or toll free I (888) 258-8859, Ext. 345. 

For more information on Whiskerville Animal Shelter 
ph~ne (409) 789-7111 or visit <www.whiskerville.org>. 

Committee to choose winner 
Continued from P- 1 
The committee will then tally and discuS!; the evaluations 
and choose the winner. Each studerit on the committee; is 
assigned a professor to interview. At the banquet, each 
student will speak about his or her assigned professor. 

After the speeches arc completed, Dr. James Templer, 
vice president/dean of Instruction, will present the Out
standing Teacher of the Year Award. 

The winner will receive $1,500 for professional devel
opment and represent COM as the Piper Professor Nomi
nee this year. 
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What's Happening 

COM reigns in men's 3-on-3 basketball 

COM students Aurora Rodriguez, Adrlanna Aguirre 
and Rachel Buchanan compete In the women's 3-or,. 
3 baautbaH tournament during the OCIC Sports Day 
held at San Jacinto College Central -21. The team 
won aecond place. (Photo by Maryann Urick) 

By OLA KAREEM 
Staff Reporter 

Once again College of the Mainland was victorious in 
the Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference Sports Day held 
March 21, bringing home. first place. second place and 
third place wins. 

COM students Richard Goodnight, Mike Google, TOki 
Lewis and Joe Grant reigned in first place in the men ·s 
round robin 3-on-3 basketball tournament defeating GCIC 
colleges: Kingwood, Lee, Brazosport and San Jacinto 

North, Central and Sou1h. 
Spor1S Day was held on lhe San Jacinto College Cen

tnll campuo. La&t semester it was held al COM. 
COM took second place in men's 1ennis, table tennis 

,and womcn's3-on-3 boskelball tournaments. defeating Lee 
and San Jacinto North and Soulh. 

COM also-had two lhitd place victories, one in softball 
and one in golf. 

La&t semester COM took first place in softball and bas
ketball and second in 8-ball. 

l\velve events made up this year's GCIC Sports Day: 
volleyball, softball, men's and women's tennis, men's and 
women's racquetball, 8-ball, table tennis, men's and 
women's 3-on-3 basketball, and men's and women's golf. 

In order to take part in Sports Day, students were re
quired to compete in small tournaments in all events ex
cept softball and volleyball. Those two categories only 
called for tryouts. 

Preparation for competing studen_ts included practices 
Mondays and Wednesdays seVeral weeks prior to the event. 
On Spans Day students bad 10 be at COM by 7:30 a.m. 10 
get on a college van to ride to San Jacinto Central. 

The nine colleges that took part were COM, Brazosport. 
Kingwood, Lee, Nonh Harris County, Wharton County, 
and San Jacinto Central, North and South. 

Thirty-two COM students participated in Sports Day, 
which is open to all students. 

-"I thought COM was represented very well," said 
Maryann Urick. coordinator of COM Recreational Pro
grams and Student Activities. 

This semester Butch Sutton, director of Recreation and 
Sports at San Jacinto College Central and chairman of the 
GCIC althletic di\lisioo, organized the event. Sports Day 
is hosted by a different college each fall and spring. 

For more information contact Urick at (409) 938-1211 
or toll free at I (888) 258-8859, Ext 418. 

Easter Bunny makes early visit to campus 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

Children's eyes grew wide and faces lighted up at the 
sight of the icing, jellybeans, sprinkles and other various 
goodies provided for decorating mounds of cookies ·and 
cupcakes. Balloons adorned lhe outside of the College of 
the Mainland Gym March 23 at the annual Student Ac
tivities Board Easter Egg Hunt. 

SAB members under the supervision of Maryann Urick. 
coordinator of Recreational Programs and Student Activi~ 
ties. went out of their way to provide two hours of fun for 
the community children. 

SAB member Jenni Fisher cook: on the enormous tnk 
of baking all the sugar cookies thal the children creatively 
dooorated and later dcvouRJCI. Fisher, 1ogetherwith Nia>Ie 

Cotham, Michael Harris, Byron Hambrick, Pat Donoho 
and Zac Winn, all members of SAB, then proceeded to 
courageously lead three groups of 25 or more children on 
an Easter egg hunt. Cotham and Fisher with the 4 and 
under group; Hambrick with the 5- to 8-year-olds; and 
Winn with the older children, looked like Pied Pipers as 
they Jed their respedive groups on the hunt for the ever
prized, candy-stuffed plastic Easter eggs. 

The morning bunt ended with prizes being given for a 
coloring contest (and every child had a different depic
rioo of what color the Easter Bunny should be). Four chil
dren received large white furry ( and shedding) stuffed 
Easter Bunnies. Jeremy Davis II won for the. 2- to 3-year
olds; Mandi Montgomery woo for the 4- to 5-year--olds; 
Mary Roberts won for the 6- to 7-ycar-olds; and Fendi 
Kerlegao woo for lhc 8 and "above calegory. 

Enthusiastic writers wanted for InterCOM staff 
By APRIL BRANDON 
M•aaai5 Editor 

Ale yoo looking for a class that will improve your 
writing skills? How about a class that will help you 
become a more well-rounded student? Or maybe 
you are looking to see your name in print? Then 
journalism is the class for you. , 

College of the Mainland journalism/communi
cation cla.s:scs will be available during the Summer 
I session (May 28-July 5) to all students, even those 
who are n~t majoring in journalism. 

• 

News Gathering and Wriling I, COMM 2311, 
lnde:1 2230, is available to students without writ~ 
ing experience. Students also will need to sign up 
for the lab.COMM 1129, Index ZZ19which meels 
concurrcnlly with COMM 2311, Mondays-Thurs
days noon-3:40 p.m. in the Leaming Resources 
Center. Journalism Newsroom, Room L-246. Stu
dents with journalism experience may enroll in ad
vanced classes with the professor's permission. 

For more information, tonract Professor Astrid 
H. Lowery al (409) 938-1211 or toll free I (888) 
258-8859, Ext. 314, e-mail; <alowery@com.edU>. 

• • 
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TIP/t Award-winner 

A STUDENT PUBLICATION AT COLLEGE OF THE MAINLAND TEXAS CITY, TEXAS 

Dr. David Michael Smith (canter) patiently awalta tlte daclalon an hla tenure H Dr. Jamn T-plar, vleo 
president/dean of lnatructlon, &hake• handa with an audience member. After a five..mlnute recaa the 8oerd 
of Truaten announced their unanlmoua daclslon to grant tenunt to Dr. Smltll. (Photo by Krtaty R-.ta) 

Tempers Oare over Dr. Smith'"s tenure 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Staff Reporter 

As one stepped into the auditorium of the College 
of the Mainland Learning Resources Center, one might 
have felt as though one were stepping back in lime 
into the McCarthy Era and the Red Scare. The audito
rium was clearly divided between supporters and crit
ics on the issue of granting tenure to Dr. David Michael 
Smith, a U.S. government teacher at COM since Au-

COM Arena Theatre 
opens historic Diary 
By JENNIFER I.. RUSSO 
Staff Reporter 

The story of a young girl. dramatized by Frances 
Goodricb and Albert Hacken in The Diary of Anne Frank, 
directed by toUege of the Mainland Theatre Program·di
rector Jack Westin opened at COM April 4. 

Anne Frank's story has been told thousands of times, 
not just to draw attention to the millions who died in the 
Holocaust, but also IO n:mind people of lhe power of hope. 

Tllis is the moving story of two Jewish families biding 
out from the Nazis from 1942 until their hiding place was 
discovered just months before the end of World War II, as 
told through the words of a young girl. 

When asked why he chose this play at this time Westin 
said, "Wetve been~wanting to do this for 15 years ... He 
felt it had just been postponed "for too long; we should · 
have done this a long time ago." 

gust.1998 and a self-proclaimed Marxist. 
At the request of Dr. Smith, who was granted tenure, 

the COM Board of Trustees waived the executive ses
sion, allowing 42 students and citizens to attend the 
open meeting and voice their opinions. Dr. Smith's de
cision to waive the executive session came after the 
media picked up on the controversy. 

"My critics were making their wild claims in pub
lic," Dr. Smith said, "and I was anxious tO respond to 

Seo Critics Paga 7 

Finalists chosen 
for teacher award 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Manociae Edilar 

An award has been given annually since 1982 to the 
Outstuding Teacher of the Year at College of the Main~ 
land based on votes from students. 

This year voting began Feb. 25 and ran through March 
8. Fifteen polling places were available on campus for 
students to vote for their favorite teachers. 

A total of 220 students out of a studenl body of 3,442 
voted this year. . 

This year's five finalists are John Buffa, drafting; James 
Heffel, music; Ellen Johnson, cosmetology; Freda 
O'Connor, graphic arts; and {I.lice Watford, psychology/ 
sociology. The winner will bl announced at the annual 
Employee Recognition Dinner to be held at tbe Doyle 
Convention Center in Texas City Ap°ril 26. Johnson, 
O'Connor.and Watford were finalists last year also. 

A teacher only has to receive one vote to be nominated, 
and this year 67 teacllers. were nominated for the award. 
Adjunct facoliy do not qualify· to win the award. 

To keep the contest fair, three finalists are teacbef5 of 
classes totaling more than 50 students a semester, and 
two finalists arc teachers of classes totaling fewer than 
50 students a semester. To reach a percentage of votes 
received, the number of votes received is divid~d by the 
number of students they teach and then multiplied by 100. 

A committee of five :students consisting ot Laura 
Brown. Tara Land, Gene McFadden, Allen Oliver and 
Rina Vinetz, was chosen by music Professor Sp.irky 
Koerner, 2001 Outstanding Teacher. These students will 
be making surprise visits to the teachers' classrooms and 
oblain feedback from students involved in the classes. 

Seo Committee Page 7 

The cast does a believable job of portraying two fami
lies, the Franks and Van Daaos, being thrust together in a 
small space, trying to survive life as Jews during World 
War II and the Holocaust. The blending of the tragedy of · 

Seo OlaryP-7 

Shelly Molad, aa Anna Frank, and Tlm Evers, •• Pater Van Daan, cuddle with 11arJ101 tll• cat, aa -..i, durtng 
• acona lrom TIie Diary t1f Anna Frank which wlll play In the COM Arona -. from Aprll 4-28. 11arJ101 the oat 
wu pro'1d1d by Whlakervtllo Animal Shaltar. (Photo by Thnter Department) 
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What's Happening 

COM Amigos adviser Allee Whistler holds the microphone for 2-year-old Adrianna Gonzales during the COM 
Cinco de Mayo Fiesta May 2 outside the Learning Resources Center during College Hour. The fiesta was a 
joint effort betwun COM Amigos and the Student AcUvltes Board. (Photo by Kristy Roberta) 

Semester ends with fiesta celebration 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

The annual College of the Mainland Cinco de Mayo 
Fiesta kicked off May 2 during College Hour. The fiesta 
was a joint effort between the COM Amigos and the Stu
dent Activities Board. 

This year's fiesta made for an excellent end-of-the-se
mester bash, and included everything from Tejano disc 
jockey Ernie Gonzales and traditional Mexican food to 
the ever-popular fiesta favorite: the pifiata. 

The festivities began with a short speech by Dr. Homer 
M. "Butch" Hayes., COM president. Dr. Hayes spoke alx:iut 
the meaning of Cinco de Mayo, and about Mexico win
ning its independence from France. 

Dr. Hayes was followed by traditional folkloric dances 
performed by Adela Miranda, instructor for lhe Mexican 
Ballet Folklorico dance troupe in Texas City. Miranda 
performed, in traditional dress, the El Palomo and El Son 

#2 from the Mexican state of Guerrero. After making a 
costume change, she performed the El Son de la Negra 
and El jarabe tapatio from the Mexican state of Jalisco. 

What Cinco de Mayo Fiesta would be complete with
out a grito contest (a very loud high-pitched screech done 
to music)? Only a few contestants entered but all were 
loud enough to break ear drums. When all the screaming 
was done, the contest was decided by the toss of a coin, 
and when the coin had settled Tina Gibson was the win
ner and took home as a prize a black and gold sombrero. 

Alice Whistler, COM Amigos adviser, called for con
testants for the trompos (a Large wooden top) spinning 
contest, but after seeing Carlos Hernandez in action, spin
ning the trompo wildly and his ability to c~pture it with 
the string and play with it in the air, there were no takers. 

The fiesta ended with Hernandez breaking open the 
piflata for the Children and adults.After all the small chil
dren had their f!,Jn, the bigger kids (adults) joined in. 

S" Spanish translation Paga 9 

Two InterCOM journalists receive awards 
By JENNIFER L. RUSSO 
Staff Reporter 

Two College of the Mainland students, Travis Croft and 
81.t.d Stevenson, were recognized by the Texas Intercol
legiate Press Association for their work (January-Decem
ber 2001) on the COM student newspaper, the lnterCOM. 

Former InterCOM staff reporter Croft had two stories 
from last fall's InterCOM issues submitted to the TIPA: 
"Advice on how to retire as a millionaire" and "Become 
a millionaire." He won an Honorable Mention. 

Stevenson, a former InterCOM online editor, reporter 
and cartoonist, had two cartoons submitted in Spring 2001: 
"1991:2001" (the two President 8'.lshes) and "Horrible 
consequences of the impending Hollywood strike" (hos
pital ward). He took home a third place award. 

Croft, who plans to become a genetic engineer, ex
plained his feelings on winning, "I was.surprised." The 
fall 2001 semester of working on the InterCOM was his 
first and only semester in a journalism class. 

Stevenson also was "glad to be recognized and win this 
prestigious award." Stevenson won a TIPA Honorable 
Mention in 1996, and won a third place TIPA award in 
1999 for an illustration for another college publication. 

The TIPA awards are given annually to T~xas college 

• 

and university publications. TIPA was created in 1909 at 
Baylor University by students from various colleges and 
universities to give them a forum for their work. 

Candidates win by having their work submitted and 
judged against other students' work. The award only speci
fies who won, but not which piece of work. 

Colleges and universities compete in four divisions: 
Division· 1: comprising all college and university daily 
newspapers (published four times a week or more); Divi
sion 2: for colleges and universities with an overall en
rollment above 7,500; Division 3: colleges and universi
ties with an overall enrollment between 3,000 and 7,499; 
and Division 4: for colleges and universities with an over
all enrollment lower than 2,999. 

COM had an enrollment of approximately 3,500 stu
dents during contest year 2001 and competed in Division 
3 along with Angelo State University, Kilgore College? 
Lee College, Tarleton State University, University of 
Dallas and University of Houston-Clear Lake. 
· Students compete in various categories within their di

vision: editorials, sports news stories, news photography, 
critical reviews, political canoons and page designs. 

Croft's and Stevenson's awards mark the InterCOM's 
40th and 41stTIPAawards since adviser Astrid H. Lowery 
began submitting work in 1987. 

I 

-
People Speak Out 

By Inter<:OM Editors and Staff 

The end of the spring semester is almost here, 
and graduation is just around the comer. Students 
are now beginning to register for the fall scmes• 
ter. So InterCOM asked: "What changes would 
you like to see the administration implement for 
the fall semester?" 

• 
Sherilyn Yap: Charge 
less for lunch. Students 
should not have to 
spend more lhan $12 a 
week, or there should 
be a student meal plan 
or university dollars. 

Aundra Hawkias: 
The hours o( the li
brary should be tX· 

tended taler especially 
on Saturdays. 

Key Hasselmeier: 
Even though J am not 
disabled, !here should 
be more handicapped. 
doors on campus. 
There is only one 
handicapped door on 
lhe Tecl!-Voc Building. 

Jimmy Rodriguez: I 
would like to see the 
elevator work more of· 
len. I also would like to 
see more efficient copy 
machines available lo 
students. 

• 

Jay Andrews: Give 
the 0<holarship money 
back lo fine arts. U he 
(Dr. Hayes)doesn'llhe 
arts will disappear. The 
vocational programs 
always get the money. 

Kyle Alcala: A lol of 
students do aot come to 
class on time. The pro
fcsso111 should drop lhe 
hammer a bit more. 

Al Bass: The Gym 
should be expanded. 
We only haveoneclas.s
room in here. There are 
three areas that share 
!be Gym and ii can gel 
very crowded in here at 
times. 

Marina Rosalez: We 
do bave good profes
SOB. but otherwise we 
need more friendly 
Slaff. We need more po
licemen at night and 
bener lighting. 

Newspapers go ollliae 
See Pagel 

Speech professor 
struts his feathers 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

Ducks run rampant and are in abundance on the Col
lege of the Mainland campus, but never have students seen 
the likes of the duck that appeared to dance and entertain 
the audience at the Cinco de Mayo Fiesta May 2. 

Shortly after the Cinco de Mayo festivities began, who 
should appear but Phi Theta Kappa's Duck for a Day, 
speech Professor Roger Stallings. 

Stallings pranced around shaking tail feathers, mightier 
than any duck previously seen on this campus. 

Only Stallings would go one better and wi:ite an entire 
PowerPoint presentation, which he titled "pro-duck-tive." 
Stallings created the PowerPoint presentation, in conjunc
tion with Duck for a Day, to help students with their final 
round of speeches. But having had Stalling 's speech class, 
this reporter felt that simply staring at a grown man in a 
duck suit while giving a speech, would in itself relieve 
the pressure of standing in front of a class. 

The Duck for a l>ay <»aleSt i&. bekl amrually by PTK 
members to raise money for various activities. This year's 
other duck candidates were Pam Davenport, vice presi
dent/dean of Student Services; Dr. David Michael Smith, 
government profeS50r; Jeff Brown, Brown Food Services: 
and Butch Carr, COM Police Team Leader. 

Students were able to vote for their favorite duck can
didate by placing money or a pledge in the appropriately 
labeled jar for their candidate. Jars were placed through
out the campus in each of the major buildings. The last 
people to contribute .to the contest were the COM Board 
of Trustees members at their April 29 meeting. 

Speech professor Roger Stallings struts around dur~ 
ing the Cinco de Mayo fiesta May 2. Stallings was cho
sen out of five contestants, by the student body to be 
the duck for a day. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 
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Local - F-wina conl11L Fram WI Anlhony i..t on rhythm f!WW, - VI- on druma and Daniel K. 
Lal on bus guitar perform Iii tlNt- of Ille Banda sponaored by SAB durlnf Ille - of April - Ille 
Leaming Remurcea Center during College Hour. Fated performed April 11. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Local bands battle it out for top spot 
By DANIEL K. IAI 
Staff Reporter 

A month-long battle was waged at College of the Main
land throughout April. The weapons? Guitars. The sol
diers? Musicians. The battle cry? "Rock and Roll!" 

But when the dust had settled and ears had stopped ring
ing, the judges had made their decision, the band Fated 
was given the $300 grand prize for Best in Show. 

The COM Student Activities Board sponsored the first 
annual Battle of the Bands contest held outside the Leam
ing Resource Cen~er every ThurM.lay during College Hour 
throughout the month of April. 

Three bands out of five were chosen to compete against 

one another to "strut their stuff' for COM students, fac
ulty and staff as well as a panel of judges in hopes of 
winning $300. Each band signed a contract and received 
$100 for performing. 

As Fated opened the show on April 11 during College 
Hour, one could immediately tell the dramatic transition 
from punk rock to a more alternative/modem rock sty le. 
Opening with "Come Together" by The Beatles and con
tinuing onto Lynard Skynard's "Sweet Home Alabama" 
as well as mixing in some Creed, Green Day and original 
songs of their own including "Girl Next Door," "Perfect" 
and "Moment of You," Fated entertained a semi-large 
crowd of students, faculty and staff including a group of 

' See Local Page 11 

Heff el receives top honor by students 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

The annual College of the Mainland Employee Recog
nition Dinner was held April 26 at the Charles T. Doyle 
Convention Center in Texas City. The purpose of the din
ner was to honor COM employees for service to the col
lege and reveal the Outstanding Teacher of the Year. 

Honored this year as the Outstanding Teacher was James 
Heffel, music professor. 

The dinner began with a welcome by Ralph E. Holm, 
Board of Trustees president, who asked for a moment of 
silence to remember COM employees who have died. 
Holm ended his welcome by directing attendees to the 
buffet line. 

Jim Higgins, director of Public Information, entertained 
the audience with jokes and a game of Name that Tune. 
Seated at the winning table were COM employees and 
their guests Eric and Mary Anri Amelang, Georgiann and 

• 

Robert Ross, Judy and 
Mike Pryor, Sally Austin 
and Dr. Henry Pope. Each 
person at the table walked 

· awaywitha$10giftcertifi
'cate to the Olive Garden. 

A contest of the best vin
tage clothing also was held. 
All of the attendees who 
dressed up as characters 
from another time period 
were judged. The winning James Heffel 
couple were Terry Kettler, 
criminal justice professor, who dressed upas Buddy Holly, 
and his wife Rosalie. The couple also won gift certifi
cates to the Olive Garden. 

After the meal, the Service Awards were presented by 
the COM Board of Trustees. Awards were given for five, 

See COM Page 11 
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Newspapers now on information highway 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Editor S Note: This is the final part of a three-part series 
on newspapers. 

Newspaper circulation has remained steady since the 
1950s although the U.S. population has been on the rise . 
With a decreasing number of people reading newspapers, 
how are newspapers going to survive? This is a question 
facing many editors and publishers. 

In an article by Frank Ahrens, a Washington Post staff 
writer, a LO cent increase for a single copy of the Post 
was announced in December 2001. This was the Post's 
first price increase since 1981 when the price rose from 
20 cents to 25 cents. The new price of the Post as of Dec. 
31. is 35 cents per issue. 

The price hike was "spurred by expansion costs and 
sinking advertising revenues," Ahrens said. "The Post, 
like most large newspapen;, gets _?5 percent of its rev-

~lnterCOM 
MauglqEdilor .............. , 
STAFF REP()RTERS 
Jennifer Dcmc1rios 
RandyGoode 
Ola Kareem 
Daniel K Lai 
Myra Rucker 
Jennifer L Russo 

PHOTOGRAPl:fERS 
April Brandon 
Kristy Roberts 
Myra Rucker 

LA YOUf EDITOR 
April Brandon 

CARTOONISI' 
Orlando Smith 

INTERCOM ADVISER 
Astrid H. Lowery 

APRIL BRANDON 
KRISTY ROBERTS 

latuCOM. a Te.w. lnlfflJOll"SU* p,- """°"~ awanl•winndljl -.p;,per, i,, 

pn:,d,KN by Mid for!INdmttofColiqeul'lhr Wainlilnd; l:?IMI Ambuni Road: Tcuo 
Cify, T..- 77.WI; t-«N)\I.Jll-lll I or loll f,u l (111111,)~\I. Ext. ll4. e-il 
.,,.,_~_mainland-cc.'4....,.. Colkp: of lhc Mataland is an A.ffllfflatiw A;,

liow1!qal()ppo<tunily bollibitioa...idi:a-dilcrimiaaleoalhebMilofmce.caklr. 
llal.-1 oritiR . .. fl.•• rdipoll. hlllldil:ap or Viellwa V- SIIII-. 

• 

• 

enue from advertising sales; the bulk of the remainder 
comes from circulation revenues." 

A newspaper is a money-making enterprise and its sol
vency depends on advertising and circulation revenues. 
If newspaper sales are low, advertisers will withdraw their 
business. The newspapers then feel financial constraints 
in both areas of their income. 

The Post is not the only print media seeing a decline in 
income. Newsweek magazine, owned by the Post Co., 
saw a 24 percent decline in their advertising revenues from 
January to October 2001. The Post also saw a 13 percent 
decline, but they have been watching a yearly decline of 
about 19 percent over the past decade, Ahrens said. 

The Audit Bureau of Circulation reported in October 
2001 that the Los Angeles Times circulation dropped 4.9 
percent during the prior six-month period. The Times 
blamed the drop in circulation on a price increase from 
25 cents to _50 cents that went into effect July 2001, said 
Martha Goldstein, company spokeswoman. Goldstein re
ported a gain in circulation in the weeks following Sept. 
11. The Tunes, however, is not the only newspaper see
ing a steady decline in circulation, she said. The Philadel
phia Inquirer lost 8.8 percent of their readers. 

The Internet also may have some impact on the steady 
decrease in newspaper readers, according to an article by 
Marty Bread, staff reporter for Media Life. The article is 
titled "20-SOmethings fleeing papers for the Web: Mucho 
big headache, with no solution in sight, newspapers are 
losing their young readers to the Internet." A study by 
Forrester ·Research revealed that people ages 20 to 29 pre· 
fer Internet editions of newspapers over print newspapers. 
Less than 30 percent of those questioned "would rather 
read print newspapers or magazines than online newspa
pers or magazines." 

The study also reported that 75 percent of people in 
their 20s are more likely "to prefer the Internet as a source 
of information, such as news and classified ads." People 
in their 20s also have found that the Internet provides the 
same information they get in their print newspapers. 

Newspapers now face a choice: evolve or become ex
tinct. Many newspapers already run on the information 
highway of the Internet with easy-to-use Web sites. The 
New York Times, along with many other large new~a· 
pers, now offers online subscriptions at 
<www.nytimes.com>, as does the Houston Chronicle at 
<www~chron.com>. The Washington Post also offers 
online information on their Web site, 
<www.washingtonpost.com>. 

' Other larger news sources, such as CNN, also offer 
online information. CNN's Web site is <www.cnn.com>. 

Fulfilling education 
begins with art clai,s 

- -
II 
I was assigned to repon o,n this story from the 

perspective of a staff reporter.' However, after I spent 
weeks preparing for the Student Art Show, which was on 
display in the College of the Mainland Art Gallery 
through May 6, l took a more personal interest. 

COM art students are annually given the opportunity 
to display (and sell) artwork they have slaved over (and 
I do mean slaved over) during the semester. 

While attending COM, I have always taken these 
shows and the local art talent for granted as something 
that happens to co-exist with the rest of the students. But 
that changed this semester when I found out that in order 
to graduate ( had to have a fine ans credit. Well, since I 
have never been able to draw even stick figures, I 
decided on what I thought was something more substan· 
tial than art: photography. 

So I enrolled in beginning photography. But what I 
thought would be a walk in the park, turned out to be 
one of the most difficult classes I have ever taken. 

Photography I, taught by photography and art Profes
sor Mona Marshall, turned into one of the most compre
hensive lessons of my life. With Marshall 's guidance, I 
learned to view the world in an entirely different way: 
photographically. I learned just how important it is to 
capture expressions and actions together with the 
surrounding environment. I learned that my pictures 
should speak to anyone who looks at them. I also defy 
anyone who looks at the photographs hanging in the an 
gallery, to not consider them art. 

I also was privileged to participate in the advanced 
photo class' project for the Student Art Show: The Photo 
House. This house was a joint ~ffort between ceramics 
and photography students. The outside of the house is 
covered with ceramic body parts, while the inside is 
covered with life-sized photographs. 

During this project, I gained a new respect for 
photographers who are truly artists. My partner, Andrea 
Pefia, and I spent more than nine hours taking pictures, 
developing, printing and mounting to perfection our 
portion oft~ house, never truly knowing what we had 
accomplished. But with the hard work of photo student 
and lab assistant Angie McClanahan and Marshall, we 
now have the house ready for viewing. 

I also have learned that with all the budget cutbacks 
(and we all know about the scholarships that were taken 
away from the COM art and music departments), that 
there is no life without an. Think about how boring life 
would be if e,verything in our lives were black and white 
(no photography pun intended). 

The sad world we live in has removed many art 
classes from children's schools. all in the name of 
TA.AS. We are raising a society of children who will 
pass a TAAS teSt, but only after 12 years of practice. Yet 
they will not be able to think abstractly or imaginatively. 

I was reading an article in the Readers Digest called 
''Points to Ponder." In this articlC I came across a 
statement by Brad Ferren, president of Disney 
Imagineering R&D Inc., which was first printed by The 
New York Times. The statement reads: "Art, storytelling 
and humor are wonderful things. In a future when 
intelligent machines will reason and do our donkey
work, artists will become the most valued and irreplace
able of professionals-unique in an automated world. 
Painters, sculptors, writers, actors, architects, animators 
and even people who can decorate a decent_Easter egg 
will achieve unprecedented fame and fortune." 

.... 
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Local band Fated 
wins Best in Show 
Continued from Paga 1 -----------
15 students from O'Connell High School in Galveston, 
where the group's popularity originated. 

Comprised of three members, Daniel K. Lai, bass gui
tar; Anthony Lai, guitar/lead vocals; and Dexas Vilarreall, 
drums; their ages and musical inspirations vary from 19 
down to 12 and from The Beatles to SlipKnot. However, 
the three members somehow come together and reach a 
compromise which produces the wide range of music in 
their line-up. Fated performs regularly in Galveston in
cluding at Lenny's Place, Sangerfest }:'ark and Banana 
Beach Restaurant. 

To contact the band for bookings and showtimes con
tact Daniel K. Lai at (409) 762-1276 or Alex Vilarreall, 
manager, at (409) 762-6158 or visit the Web site at 
<www.fatedtheband.com>. Fated and a fairly new local 
band, Odium, will perform May 11 at Sangerfest Park in 
Galveston and at Banana Beach Restaurant on May 19. 
The band will be playing in Galveston throughout the sum
mer. 

On April 4, The Remote Junkies performed outside the 
LRC. Comprised of five members ages 18 through 19, 
Craig Wade, lead singer; Andrew Best, guitar; Brian 
DeLaney, guitar/singer; Wesley Owens, bass guitar; and 
Derick Abney, drums, the pop/punk rock band entertained 
the crowds with a variety of original songs including 
"Times We Had," "Starting Over," "Selfish Purpose" and 

"Sex Symbol." The band has been together for almosct three 
years and performs all over the HOuston area including at 
Fitzgeralds, Java Jazz and The Engine Room. For book
ings or showtimes for events and venues or to purchase 
the CD Urinevited contact <www.theremotejunkies.com> 
m call Wade at (409) 925-4788 or De Laney al (409) 795-
0724. 

On April 25 the final band, _Counsel, performed at COM. 
Comprised of four members-: Casey Scbladeter, guitar/ 
back-up vocals; Corey Oliver, bass guitar; Eric Villareal, 
guitar/back-up vocals; and Felix Deleon, drums/lead 
singer; the band entertained COM students, faculty and 
staff with a mix of original songs and alternative rock. 
Counsel also performs all over the Houston area includ
ing at The Engine Room, Fitzgeralds and Bob's lcehouse. 
With a CD scheduled for release within the month titled 
All In My Head and a scheduled summer tour of the South
west including Los Angeles and north to Seattle, Counsel 
attracts a large following of fans.For bookings or 
showtimes visit the Web site <www.planetcounsel.com> 
or contact Villareal at ( 409) 939-6434. 

After Counsel finished performing, representatives from 
each band eagerly awaited the decision of the judges: 
Sparky Koerner, Jackie Andres and Tillie Henson. After 
only a few minutes of recording each band's scores, Zac 
Winn, a member of SAB, announced Fated ha4 won first 
place, Counsel, second and The Remote Junkies, third. 
The basis for judging included criteria for musical style, 
vocals and ovetall performance. Each band received acer
tificate of accomplisbrnent and k:eychains. 
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Students from the Leadership c:laas Instructed by Bulsness professor Selina Rahman gathers teddy bears to 
donate to the Galveston County Sheriffs Department for traumatized children. From left Martina Noweck. Tina 
Sister, Patricia VIiiaiobos, Terry Harvey, Klmbarly Warchol and Rahman gather with more than 100 stuffed ani
mals collected from citizens and local merchants. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

COM music professor left speechless 
Continued from Paga 1 ----------
10, 15, 20, 25, 30 and 35 years of service to the college. 

The presentation of the Outstanding Teacher award con
cluded the evening. Dr. James Templer, vice president/ 
dean of Instruction, introduced music Professor Sparky 
Koerner, 2001 Outstanding Teacher of the Year. 

As the 2001 Outstanding Teacher, Koerner was respon
'Sible for overseeing1he contest this-year. He picked a eom
mittee of students, who started lhe contest by tallying the 
votes made by the students. The committee made surprise 
visits to the finalists' classrooms, collecting evaluations 
from students and interviewing each of the finalists. The 
committee then was able to tally all the data and choose 
the 2002 winner. The committee composed of Allen 
Oliver, Rina Vinetz, Laura Brown, Tara Land and Gene 
McFadden gave speeches about the finalists. 

This year 's finalists in addition to Heffel were John 
Buffa, drafting; Ellen Johnson, cosmetology; Freda 
O 'Connor. graphic arts; and Alice Watford, psychology/ 
sociology. 

Due to a student on the committee not showing for the 
dinner, Koerner spoke about Buffa as a professional. Buffa 
has been teaching at COM 11 years, is a member of the 
College Senate and works together with the graphic arts 
department. Koerner pointed out the difficulties Buffa bas 
had to face teaching drafting. He has gone from teaching 
" slide rulers to computers." 

Oliver, a nvisic major, spoke about Heffel and Oliver's 
three years working with him as a teacher. Heffel also has 
been teadting at COM.for 11 years and says that his wife 
and students are his inspiration. Oliver admired Heffel's 
"awesome enthusiasm about what he teaches." 

Vinetx, an art major, spoke about Johnson and her popu
larity at local salons. Johnson has spent 10 years teaching 
at COM and "loves learning about trends and advances in 
her field," Vinetz said. Johnson also was nominated last 
year for the award. Johnson has recently earned her mas
sage therapy license and is working on her child care ad
ministrator license, so that she Can work a day spa that 
offers child care. 

O'Connor has been teaching at COM for five year.. said 
Brown, a graphic arts major, who spoke about 
O'Connor,who was also nominated for a second year in a 
row. Brown added that O'Connor "is loved by her sr-u. 
dents," and there is nothing her students can do wrong. 

Vinctz filling in for another committee member also 
spoke about Watford, who also was nominated for the , 
award last year. Watford grew up in La Marque and is a 
1984 graduate of COM. "The classroom.where she once 
sat is now the classroom where she teaches," said Vmetz, 
adding that Watford will show her COM dipolma to any
one who wants to see it. 

In Heffel 's acceptance speech, he said he was speech
less and congratulated the nominees and the fmalists. 

Librarian wins famous author in contest 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland observed National Library 
Week, April 15-19, with various activities, demonstrations 
and presentations to promote the importance of reading 
to all age groups. The highlight of the week was Dances 
with Wolves author Michael Blake's presentation. 

Through(!Ut the week the COM librarians hosted sev
eral events 'including an open house on April 18 to pro
vide students, faculty and staff the opportunity to view 
the new ooline classroom in the library, reading short sto
ries to the COM day care children and hosting a social 
hour in the library with food, drinks and door prizes. 

The prominent event of the library week was Blake's 
visit to COM. While attending an American Library As
sociation mid•winter meeting, COM Librarian Kathie 
Goldfarb won a guest speaking appearance by Blake. 

"It was purely .by chance (that) I won," Goldfarb said. 
"I put my name 'in for the drawings. There were several 
prizes, but Michael Blake was the big one and I won it." 

Goldfarb has been a librarian at COM for a year but 
has a 20-year background as a librarian at Florida State 
University in Tallahassee. Goldfarb decided to become a 
librarian after working in her high school library. She 
enjoyed organizing the library-'s catalogs and providing 
students access to the library resources. 

The online classroom is a new addition to the library. 
Provided by a grant, this classroom will give students an 
opportunity to learn how to use the Internet to find im
portant information for research and sort through various 
databases. The goal is to help students become more fa
miliar with the broad world of the Internet. 

During the fall and spring semesters, the campus library 
is open Mondays through Thursdays from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m., 
Fridays 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturdays 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
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Campus Life 

Pressure mounts 
at end of semester 

April 
. · Brandon 

This semester has been a difficult one for me academi
cally and personally. I have placed a large amounrof 
pressure on myself to make good gracles, so that my 
grade point average remains high enough to transfer to 
University of Houston-Clear Lake this fall.1n addition 
to school, I recently lost a very dear friend. I also was 
faced with being a single mom for three months while 
my husband worked overseas. 

As the end of this semester nears, I have begun to 
reflect on my college career and question where. I am 
now and where I am heading. I also have realized I do 
not know where l want to be. 

I became pregnant with my daughter a:117, graduated 
high school early and started working as a secretary. 
Aft~r working full time for a year, I decided in order to 
be a role model for my daughter I had to go to college. 
My plan was to attend College of the Mainland for two 
years and then transfer to UHCL. 

My first semester at COM, I took 12 hours and 
worked 40 hours a week. I would go home to my 
husband and daughter, only to spend the night in my 
room studying. 1 did this for one semester and decided 
thal the important people in my life were in the wrong 
place on my priority list ... the bottom. 

My husband and I worked out a plan in which he 
would work to support the family and I would focus on 
beip.g a mother and a student. And that is how I have 
spent the last year and a half. 

That is how I will spend the next two and a half years 

while I attend UHCL. 
I have worked really hard to get where I am. I have 

turned in my application at UHCL, but in my final 
semester at COM, I cannot help but question the 

decision I made so long ago. 
Why was I being So selfish? I easily could have gone 

to school part time and worked part time. That way the 
financial side of my life would not be in the shambles it 
now is. I would not feel solely responsible for every
thing that has gone awry in my life. 

I have thought recently of nol returning to school in 
the fall and just working. But then I am faced with a list 
of questions, such as: Am I really going to show my 
daughter anything but how lo quit? Can I pull off 
returning to work and make returning worth it mon
etarily? How much will I regret quitting in five years'? 

I have yet to make a decision as to where I am going 
in life. The choice is mine and only I can make it, and I 
realize that. I just wish I knew what the future holds 
because the present is not very favorable. 

Students, faculty and staff gather In the Learning Resources Center Ubrary to watch a video of Dane•• with 
Wolvn author Michael Blake. Blake spoke at COM April 16 In Observance o1 National Ubrary WHk April 16 
about his moat current novel The Holy Road and his previous works. {Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Academy Award winner speaks at COM 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Staff Reporter 

History was made at College of the Mainland when 
Academy Award winning author Michael Blake was the 
honorary guest speaker during National Library Week, 
April 15-19. 

While spectators waited in anticipation and discussed 
the movie Dances with Wolves, music blared over the loud
speaker from the soundtrack as Blake made his entrance 
into lhe Learning Resources Center Auditorium. 

From start to finish, Blake took the audience on a retro
spective tour through his novels. An accomplished au
thor of such books as Airman Mortensen, a fictional au
tobiography of his time spent in the U.S. Air Force; March
ing to \lalhalla, a first person perspective of Gen. George 
Cllster and his soliders annihalation in a battle of Little 
Bighorn River, his acclaimed novel Dances with Wolves, 
for which he won an Academy Award for best adapted 
screenplay; and his newest novel The Holy Road, a se
quel to Dances with Wolves, Blake seemed quite relaxed 

sharing his stories wilh the audience. 
Blake entertained the audience by acting out several of 

his characters beginning with Airman Mortensen and end· 
ing with Lt. John Dunbar from Holy Road, respectively. 

While he was in the Air Force, they called him the "la
trine king," Blake told the audience of the "honorary" title 
.he was given after being court-martialed by the Air Force 
for arguing with his superior officer. His punishment was 
cleaning latrines, much like the honorary title and job 

given to his lead character Airman Mortensen in his novel 
Airman Mortensen, which Blake explained is fiction but 
90 percent autobiographical. The novel details Mortensen 
and Blake's rebellion, court-martial, love of dance and 
first love. Blake danced to the music as if he were back in 
the Air Force with his fellow ainnen at a club. 

After reciting passages from Airman Mortensen, Blake 
disappeared from the audience but quickly re-emerged in 
a replica of Gen. Custer's Anny uniform. He told of his 
time recovering from chemotherapy and reading several 
novels on Custer which inspired his second novel, March
ing to VaJhaJla. The no"'.el is written in first person in the 
style of Custer's personal diary days before the battle of 
Little Bighorn. 

Dances with Wolves was Blake's chance to experience 
the frontier. He explained that although the western fron
tier no longer ex:ists, he was able to experience it through 
his lead character who interacts with every aspect of the 
frontier from American Indians to buffalo herds. To help 
the audience gain a visual picture of American Indians, 
Blake produced a peace pipe, explained its use and dem
onstrated how it was smoked. 

At the end of the presentation, Kathie Goldfarb, COM 
librarian, presented Blake with a plaque of appreciation 
and a COM T-shirt. Blake, who has won numerous awards 
for his work with Dances with Wolves, tncluding a Golden 
Globe Award , Writers Guild Award and Western Wi:iters 
of America Award, accepted the certificate of apprecia
tion with gratitude saying such an award is the kind he 

enjoys the most. 

Music, food, dance part of Multi-cultural Celebration 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Music, food and dancing filled the Student Center April 
5 when the College of the Mainland Multi-Cultural Team 
hosted the first annual Multicultual Celebration. 

COM students. faculty, staff and community members 
were invited to join the celebration. Tables depicting lhe 
various cultures were set up in the Student Center. Repre
sented were Germany, Indonesia, Angola, Czech Repub
lic, Texas, Pakistan, Jamaica, Peru, BangladesR, Iran, 
\.lex1co. Belize, Chile and Africa. Clothing, foods and ob
ects frcm ea.:h particular culiure were displayed a t each 

• 

of the tables. 
"Tastes of food from around the world" were offered 

as a buffet for all who attended, allowing them to sample 

a variety of foods from different cultures. 
Jim Higgins, director of Pubic Information, entertained 

the audience with jokes and questions regarding the cul
tural origins of many trclditions, such as men wearing ties. 

Entertainment included dances from Venezuela, 
Bangladesh, Belize, Mexico and the Middle East. Music 
performances represented Czech and African-American 

. cultures. A belly dancer also entertained the audience. 
The idea of the Multi-cultural Celebration miginat),!d 

with Dr. Ali Ravandi . COM math professor and member 

' 

of the Multicultural Team. Spanish language Professor 
Rafael Naranjo became the committee chairman of the· 
event and together with team members COM Librarian 
Tillie Henson, Recreational Programs Coordinator 
Maryann Urick and business Professor Selina Rahman, 
Dr. Ravandi and Naranjo gave lhe campus and the com
munity an experience unlike any other at COM so far. 

The purpose of the dinner was to allow the community 
and campus to '"recognize differences in cultures, which 
helps to find a commori ground," Naranjo said. 

Kiranjo also pointed out that this is the first time stu
dents. faculty and ~taffworked together with the commu
nity to celebrate diver,;ity. 

' 
' 

Gene Alvarez {left) playing the part of the balllff swears In the de1endant Clifford Brown before the Honorable 
Judge Michele Betancourt. Her government cla1aes staged two mock trials April 20 In the Learning Resources 
Center Auditorium. Brown was eventually found guilty as charged In his case. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Government classes stage mock trials 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

Hear Ye! flear Ye! The College of the Mainland Crimi
nal Court is now in session. The Honorable Judge Michele 
Betancourt presiding. . 

These words rang loud and clear, many times, through
out the Leaming Resources Auditorium Saturday, April 
20, when it was transfonned into a crimin.11 court of law. 

During the course of the day two mock cases, based on 
real cases, were tried with verdicts being rendered by sev
eral juries. The attorneys, bailiffs, witnesses, defendants 
and jury members were all students of COM government 
Professor Michele Betancourt. 

The first case tried, Stace of Columbia v. John Doe, in
volved the death of.a college student due to fraternity haz
ing. Appearing for the prosecution was Jason Gataka, and 
appearing for the defense, Stefanie Taylor. 

The trial was a learning experience in the criminal court 
system for all students who attended. However, the most 
memorable moment of this case was not the verdict, but 
the objection made by the defense counsel. Taylor, while 
trying to object to the way the state was questioning her 
witness, could not seem to remember the correct phrase 
(objection your honor, he's badgering the witness). She 
stood up and made her objection of "objection your honor, 
he's messing with my client." While that is not a valid 
objection in the legal world, the courtroom understood 
the objection; it also niade for a bit of comic relief. 

There was no stopping the wheels of justice. Taylor's 
client Chris Archer, played by Clifford Brown, was found 
guilty. Three separate juries were used for this case, and 
all three came back with the same verdict. He was fo'und 
guilty of involuntary manslaughter and felony hazing. 
Archer received the maximum sentence of 16 years in 

prison and a $100 fine by the Honorable Judge Betancourt. 
While the first case took a more comedic approach to 

lhe judicial system, the second case looked more like the 
television show Law and Order. 

The second case, United States v. Martha Monroe, in
volved the prosecution of a woman who killed her hus
band and was pleading not guilty. Her defense was self
defense based on the "battered wife syndrome." 

Appearing for the people was this reporter, and for the 
~efense Judith Hughes. This was a hard-fought case by 
both attorneys. Throughout the trial, many objections·were 
made and fought out by and between both sides. 

All parties who participated in both cases, did so for 
the extra credit points. However, objection arguments in 
the second case became so heated that the Honorable 
Judge Betancourt side barred both attorneys and threat
ened to hold both in contempt and begin docking extra 
credit points if they did not direct the objections to the 
bench instead of to each other. 

When all arguments for the prosecution and defense 
were in, and closing arguments had been made, the juries 
began to deliberate. There were two juries for the second 
case. Both juri~s operated just like real juries asking for 
additional information and clarification on some of the 
legal is.sues. Neither of the juries took their jobs lightly, 
as a woman's life hung in the balance. 

After all the deliberations were finished, both juries 
voted 7-to-5 to acquit, which in the real World meant it 
was a hung jury, and a mistrial would have been declared. 

Betancourt would like to see these mock trials continue 
at COM. However, she has decided to concentrate on one 
case next time. This would mean each case would con
tain a lead counsel and also have the benefit of co-coun
sel. In tum this should make the trial look even more like 
the real thing. 

Bike, swim, run for scholarships, cancer research 
The Ninth Annual College of the Mainland·Bay Area 

Triathlon sponsored by Memorial Hermann SportsCare 
and Webster Bicycle is scheduled for Saturday, May 25, 
beginning at 7:30 a.m . 

The triathlon, named fo r COM and Bay Area, is more 
commonly known as COM~BAT. 

Volunteers are needed to help mark the bike and run 
courses as well as to assist with the refreshment table at 
ihe finish line. Proceeds for this eveni are divided betwee11 

L 

COM scholarships and a cancer research organization. 
"It's a very exciting event and we expect to have 300 

participants," said Maryann Urick, coordinator of COM 
Recreational Programs and Student Activities. "All vol
unteers will receive a tank top shirt." 

The event is exj,ected to end be tween 1l :30 and noon. 
Anyone willing to volunteer or want_ing to pa rt icipate 
should contact Urick at (409)_ 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-

8859, Ext 418. 
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Self-mutilation affects 
1 in every 133 people 
BY JENNIFER DEMETRIOS 
Staff Reporter 

Self-mutilation is a disorder that causes an individual 
to solve problems by inflicting pain upon himself or her
self. This may sound shocking, but self-mutilation or self
injury is a more common problem than most people real
ize. According to the International Child and Youth Care 
Network, it is estimated that one in every 133 people per 
year looks to a razor blade or a knife to solve a problem. 

The cycle usually begins in late childhood or early ado
lescence. according to the Care Network. Sufferers of self
injury are often abuse survivors, eating disorder suffer
ers, or drug users. The person comes from a background 
in which he or she has little or no control over a situation, 
such as being abused. Hurting themselves helps them to 
feel in control. Perfectionism and low self-esteem often 
trigger self-injury. 

A self-injurer has rapid mood swings and suffers from 
depression, Dislike of one's appearance and perfectionist 
tendencies also are warning signs that someone could be 
injuring himself or herself. 

According to the Web site Healthy Place.com, another 
theory as to why a person harms himself or herself is that 
the person feels powerless in certain areas of his or her 
life. Somehow self-injurers feel the situations are their 
fault and cut themselves as a form of punishment. An
other problem self-injurers deal with is feelings of worth
lessness. They believe that the only thing they can do right 
is injure their bodies. 

According to the Baylor College of Medicine, the meth
ods used to injure themselves vary among individuals. In 
mild cases, individuals will get multiple tattoos or 
piercings, or cut their .arms with sharp objects. In more 
severe cases, self-injurers will carve deep into their flesh, 
or purposely get into life-threatening accidents. In even 
more extreme cases, they will perform amputations or cas

. trations ~n themselves. 
In most cases suicide is not the goal of self-injury, but 

nevertheless, it is a dangerous possibility. Injuries can 
cause permanent scars and open sores can become infected 
from the use of rusty or dirty materials. Self-injurers risk 
the chance of contracting HIV or hepatitis. 

Self-injury can become an addiction. The struggle to 
stop is difficult because of the feelings of paranoia, irrita
bility and agitation self-injurers suffer while attempting 
to withdraw. According to the Care Network, self.injur
ing behavior lasts about 10-15 years and then dies out, 
but I his fact must not be used as an excuse not to get help. 
Within that time frame, the emotional damage done can 
lead to devastating results and in some cases suicide at
tempts. Moreover, if the issues that trigger self-injury are 
nol eliminated, self-injury can continue to be a problem. 

In most Fases lhe family needs to intervene for the self
injurer to finally realize he or she has a problem. It must 
also be the self-injurer's decision to stop the behavior, gel 
to the cause of self-injury and learn how to break the cycle. 

' Treatment can include therapy and medications, such 
as Prozac, Zoloft or Paxil to soothe impulsiveness. 

Registration now open 
for summer, fall classes 

If you are interested in getting ahead, then summer 
classes al College of the Mainland are the answer. 

Summer campus and telephone registration began 
March 25. Summer I classes and late registration begin 
May 28. The last day for Summer I is July 5. . 

Summer II classes and late registration begin July 8. 
Last day of Summer II is Aug. 16. 

The 8-week summer session registration and classes be
gin June 10. The last day of the session is Aug. 2. 

Registration hours are Mondays and Tuesdays, 8-7 p.m . 
and Wednesdays through Fridays, 8-5 p.m. 

For more information call lhe Admissions Office at 
(409) 938- 1211 or loll free l (888) 258-8859, Ext. 264 . 
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News/Features 

Local shelter safe 
haven for animals 
By JENNIFER L. RUSSO 
Staff Reporter 

Millions of cats and dogs in the Uniled States end up 
on the streets, and many of these animals starve to death. 
According to the Humane Society of the United States, 
animal shelters across the country take in 8 million to 10 
million cats and dogs each year. 

Many people notice this as a problem; some people 
complain and others question what can be done. Wydell 
Dixon has done something about it. She founded and 
manages a nonprofit animal shelter with a no-kill policy 
called Whiskerville Animal Sanctuary. 

While she is originally from Brazoria County, Dixon 
has lived much of her life in Texas City, where she re
sides now, along with her husband Lynn. She is retired 
after having worked al the Amoco refinery where her 
husband still works. During her 24-year career there sh:e 
began trapping injured wildlife, which eventually led to 
her starting Whiskerville. 

The Dixons live at 2122 17th Avenue North, which just 
happens to be the address of the Whiskerville Animal 
Sanctuary which serves mostly cats and dogs. The first 
animal she took in t 7 years ago is a cat named Amos, 
whom she kept as a family pet and still has. Dixon says 
they have had as many as 70 animals living there al one 
time. When asked how her husband feels about life at 
home and Whiskerville, Dixon explained, "He supports 
everything I do." 

Dixon recently lent one of her cats to the College of the 
Mainland Arena Theatre. Margo, the cat, made her the
ater debut playing Mouschi in COM's The Diary of Anne 
Frank and received great reviews. In fact when COM 
Theatre Director Jack Westin began casting the play, the 
first role he cast was Mouschi. Five years ago when Dixon 
rescued Margo, "she was pregnant and literally starving 
to death." 

Dixon has broadly defined goals for educating the pub
lic about spaying and neutering their pets. Dixon believes 
one of the main causes of pet overpopulation is irrespon
sible pet owners. She says, "Some people don't realize 
how important it is to spay and neuter their pet(s). 

From loft Wydoll Dixon, Sholly llolad holding Margo, the cat, and Richard Kotrta Dixon. The owner or Whlskenlllle 
Animal Shetter In Texaa City, provided Margo for the COM production or The Diary of Anne Frank. At the shelter 
Dixon provldn a home for more than 70 animals at a time. (Photo by Theater Department) 

"It's terrible how we treat stray animals in our commu
nity," Dixon says. "I'm working to get changes that will 
improve the lives of these animals. For example, at many 
animal shelters in our area there is no air conditioning or 
heating, no pharmacy, no medication administered, not 
even a bath or flea eradication." She mentioned places 
such as Joe Vickery Animal Shelter and the Galveston 
County Animal Shelter, which just recently became 
equipped with air conditioning. 

Dixon adds that many places eulhanize "rescued" ani
mals after just three days if no one adopts them. "I think 
if people knew the number of animals ~illed by the 
Galveston County Health District each year, they'd be 
ashamed," she said. 

According to Dixon people can help by adopting a 

homeless animal, donating money or supplies, or just by · 
educating themselves on the nature of the problem. 

Whiskerville is in need of volunteers and foster fami
lies that are willing to take in these animals which have 
been fortunate enough to find shelter in Dixon's sanctu
ary. She plans to start a feral (wild) cat trapping program, 
but will need help from the community. 

"Voll know if more of us get involved, the problem be
comes more manageable." Dixon added, "Some states 
have adopted a no-kill policy for all animals that are home
less. Austin is headed that way. Why can't we, an All
America City, be that for all members of our community?" 

For more information about the Whiskervi.lle Animal 
Sanctuary and ways in which you can help, visit 
<www.whiskerville.org> or phone (409) 789-7111. 

Student assistant becomes lab coordinator No shelters available 
for local area homeless 
By KIIISl \':ROBERTS 

By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

The College of the Mainland graphic arts department 
hired Brad Traylor as part of its permanent staff April 1. 
Traylor has been a student assistant at COM since 1999. 
He began his career as a student in lhe COM science de-

The graphic art• department added Brad Traylor to 
their staff April 1 as the new lab coordinator. Traylor 
previously had been the Interim coordinator. He alao 
la a COM graduate. (Photo by Kristy Roberta) 

• 

• 

• 

partment, working for physics Professor Hennan Trivilino. 
A native Texan, Traylor was born and raised on 

Galveston Island. Before coming to COM, he had been in 

the air conditioning and heating industry for 15 years. After 
years of having to deal with the 100 degree heat both out
side and in' home attics, "I decided it was time to work 
with my brains and not my back." Traylor said. 

Traylor worked as a student assistant forTrivilino, while 
studying at COM. But after receiving his associate 's de
gree in science, Traylor decided his love was not for sci
ence or math, but for computers. He was offered a tempo
rary position by graphic arts Professor Coleena Jackson, 
a member of the Perfonning and Visual Arts Team, and _ 
began working as the lab assistant. This spring he became 
a pennanent part of the college staff as the graphic arts 
lab coordinator. 

While Traylor spends a great deal of his time on cam
pus in the graphic arts lab, he also is a family man. He has 
been married to Donna for one year and has three daugh
ters and one stepdaughter. 

Traylor not only is a good addition to the graphic arts 
department but also has been a great help to the joun:ial
ism staff. Last fall when the journalism news room re
ceived ,computers from the graphic arts department, 
Traylor came through for the lnlerCOM, and on his own 
time installed the new computers. On more than one oc
casion, when in a pinch, Traylor has helped the editors 

' and reporters work out software problems. 

..u.isr,nt£4lW 

bi this natk>ft, tc~o(ists have been ai,~-to cte• 
· ale, lite in a l'elrie dioh, protect life from deadly 
diseases and send life to the moon. However, ibis 
nation has been and still is plagued by a centu· 
fies.old problem: homelessness. 

Ou any given ,my d!ere are lllQre 1han 170,000 
bomeleSS peopte on Ute streets ana in the sbetters 
of Ibo United States, accon!ing to the U.S. Census 
-'BQl'e;a.qts 2000· t/abuhtti()tIB: . . Thi$ fi,@ijre J;,rOO.b 
down to mc!an app1oximately l in eveey . 2,S9Z 
CruN,Si?nst· and 1 ilf every ••4()4. Afrieari: .Ameri~ 
COl!J'fe bmnelest;. Ao<otding to the bw,oau labu
la!iM• die Soulb stW has die highest p,,rcent _of . 

~--- 14 ~tbeiagmade 
1,pofp®pleowrtbeageof 13. 

lllfdhin 'feltllS, *""'lding lo the J,,ireau report, 
,.11\ore .,. - tbaa 7,600 bomdess people. This 
.;;,,~ls surprioingly low in comparison toodier 
•lOteo ·,uch as California, wliioh has more lhan 
·21J)OO-homeles6 or Now York with more ill•n 
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Spanish language Professor Rafael Naranjo welcomes Rodrigo Zelaya as the teacher tor ttte new Continuing 
Education class, Complete Financial Planning In Spanish. Zelaya will be teaching three clauea this summer. He 
also Is a flnaclal consultant for the General Electric Financial Advisors. (Photo by Kristy 
Roberta) 

American finances taught in Spanish 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

The Continuing Education Department at College of 
the Mainland once again is venturing inlo new territory. 

In the college's continuing effort to bridge the gap be-. 
tween the Hispanic-speaking and English-speaking com
munities, Spanish language Professor Rafael Naranjo is 
helping to implement a new course: Complete Financial 
Planning in Spanish. The course will provide necessary 
information about American finances taught entirely in 
the Spanish language. 

Three consecutive classes will be held during the Sum
mer ( and Summer 11 sessions, with the first of the three 
classes to run from June 11 through June 27. The other 
two classes will run July 9 through July 25 and Aug. 8 
through Aug. 22. All of the classes will be taught from 6 
to 7:30 p.m. 

These classes. together with the computer classes taught 
in Spanish, are another way of bridging what Naranjo calls 
the "digital divide." 

Geane Stevenson, assistant vice president of Continu-. 
ing Education, added, .. We are committed to serving the 

community in any way possible." 
To teach the classes Naranjo has brought on board 

Rodrigo Zelaya, who received his master's degree in busi
ness administration from Texas Tech University in Lub~ 
bock. There he also met Naranjo. 

Currently Zelaya is a financial adviser for the General 
Electric Financial Advisors. 

.. (Hispanics) do not like to talk about money, especially 
older generations, and many carry their entire life sav
ings with them," Zelaya said. "We believe we will be able 
to leach them about investing for retirement, their insur
ance needs, saving for their children's education, home 
budgeting and basically complete financial planning." 

Naranjo, Zelaya and Stevenson are optimistic thal this 
program will be as much a success as the computer class 
taught in Spanish. "We will provide practical infonna
tion th.at all people should know," Naranjo said. "After 
this class is in place, we don't know what we will try. We 
don't know where it will lead next." 

For more infonnation about the Finances in Spanish 
classes, contact Joan Fiesel, program assistant for Con
tinuing Education and business courses, at (409) 938-1211 
or loll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 288. 

El semestre termina con celebracion 
Translated by RAFAEL NARANJO 
Spanish Professor 

La fiesta anual de Cinco de Mayo del College of the 
Mainland comenz6 cl 2 de mayo durante "college hour." 
La fiesta fue el re sultado de un esfuerzo conjunto entre el 
club de COM Amigos y· el club de Student Activities 
Board. La fiesta de este aiio sirvi6 tambi6n como una 
gran celebraci6n de! fin del semestre. Hubo de todo. 

La celebraci6n comenz6 con un corto discurso del rec
tor del College el doctor Homer M. "Butch" Hayes. El 
habl6 sobre el sentido del 5 de mayo y tambitSn sobre la 
independencia de MCxico de Francia. 

DespuCs de! discurso siguieron bailables tradicionales 
mexicanos ejecutados par la seiiorita Adela Miranda, 
maestra del Ballet Folfl6rico Mexicano en Texas City. 

En vestidos tradicionales la senorita Miranda ejecutO 
el bailable "El palomo" y el Son# 2 del estado mexicano 
.de Guerrero. 

DespuCs de un cambio de vestuario la seiiorita Miranda 

' 
• 

present6 los bailables "El son de la ilegra" y "'El jarabe 
tapatlo" dd estado de Jalisco. · 

Ninguna fiesta del Cinco de Mayo estarfa completa sin 
el concurso del "grito." Pocos concursantes estaban 
preparadoS para el reto aunque todos grilaron tan fuene 
coma romper los oldos. 

El ganador, sin embargo, fue decidido por uo volado, 
y cuando la moneda cay6, la estudiante Tina Gibson fue 
declarada campeona llev.indose a casa un sombrero charro 
dorado y negro. 

Despues de esto Alice Whistler, la consejera de COM 
Amigos busc6 participantes para un concurso de 
lanzamiento'de trompos, pero despues de ver al estudiante 
Carlos Hernandez en acci6n con su trompo, lanzcindolo 
magistralmente y levantandolo al aire con la misma 
cuerda, ya no bubo mas concursantes. 

La celebraciOn termin6 cuando Carlos Hern.indez 
rompiO la piiiata para los niiios y los adultos, y despuCs 
que los chiquillos disfrutaron de la acci6n, los otros 
muchachos (los estudiantes) se unieron en la diversiOn. 
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Finanzas personales 
en espaiiol este verano 
Translated by RAFAEL NARANJO 
Spanish Professor 

El Departamento de EducaciOn Continua del College 
of the Mainland, bajo el liderazgo de Geane Stevenson, 
una vez mas se esta aventurando en un nuevo territoria. 
En su continua esfuerzo para acercar a la comunidad 
hispanoparlante y a la comunidad angloparlante , 
Educaci6n Continua y Rafael Naranjo, el profesor de la 
lengua espallola en el College of the Mainland, ban 
desarrollado e implementado un nuevo curso titulado 
"Finanzas en espafiol." Esta clase cubrira la informaciOn 
necesaria sobre finanzas en los Estados Unidos y ser.i 
impartida enteramente en espaiiol. 

Tres clases consecutivas cubriendo el mismo material 
senin impart id as durante las sesiones de Verano I y Verano 
II. La primera clase ser.i desde el t 1 hasta el 27 de junio. 
La segunda empezar.i el 9 de julio para terminar el 25 del 
mismo mes; y finalmente la Ultima clase sera del 8,al 22 
de agosto. Todas las clases seci.n impartidas de las 6 a las 
7:30 de la ooche los martes y los jueves. 

Estas clases, juntamente con las clases de computaci6n 
en espafiol, son una forma mas de tratar de borrar lo que 
Naranjo llama "la Hnea divisoria cultural y digital." Geane 
Stevenson, la vicepresidente asistente de Educaci6n Con
tinua agreg6: "Nosotros estamos comprometidos a servir 
a nuestra comunidad en cualquier fonna posible." 

Rodrigo Zelaya, un oo~jcro de finanzas de la compafiia 
General Electric Financial Advisors, fue seleccionado para 
impartir es(as clases. Zelaya, que tambien a sido un 
campe6n.fhileno del lanzamiento de la javalina, recibi6 
su licenciatura y su•maestrla en administraci6n de 
empresas en la universidad Texas Tech donde se conociO 
con Naranjo. '"En mi experiencia como coosejero 
financiero he notado quc a los hispanos no les gusta hablar 
de dinero, especialmente la gente mayor, y muchos llevan 
los ahorros de toda su vida con ellos," dijo Zelaya. 
"Nosotros creemos que pod.re mos enseiiarles c6mo invertir 
para su jubilaci6n. c6mo satisfacer sus necedades de 
seguros, c6mo ahorrar para la educaci6n de sus hijos, c6mo 
hacer un presupuesto para los gastos del hogar; 
b.isicamente, un plan financiero completo." 

Naranjo, Zelaya y Stevenson se encuentran muy 
optimistas de que estas clases tendnin tanto faito como 
coma las clases de computaci6n en espafiol. 
"lmpartiremos informaci6n pnictica sabre el dinero que 
todos deben conocer," dijo Naranjo. "DespuCs que esta 
clase agarre vuelo no sabemos con que mas 
experimentaremos. No sabemos a d6nde nas llevani esto," 
agreg6 Stevenson. 

Para may_or infonnaci6n sobre estas clases de finanzas 
en espaiiol, por favor p6ngase en contacto con la senora 
Joan Fiesel al telCfono (409) 938-1211, o a la linea 
telef6nica gratis si vive fuera de esta area 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 288. 

COM Amigo Carlos Hernandez shows off his trompoa 
skills during the trompos contest May 2 at the clnco 
de mayo fiesta. The event was co-sponsored by the 
COM Amlgoa and SAB. (Photo by Krtsty Roberts) 
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Bilingual Pages 

Adela Miranda, Instructor for the Mexican Ballet 
Folklorlco dance troupe, perform• dance, from the 
states of Guerrero and Jall1co during the Cinco de 
Mayo fiesta May 2. 

Aztec eagle graces 
uncirculated bills 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

High school and college students are taught the 
facts about Texas ' independence from Mexico in 
1836. Since that time, however, some Texas citi
zens have striven to break away from the heri
tage they left behind. Only in recent years, with 
the influx of Hispanics from Mexico, have Tex
ans begun to learn how valuable their Mexican 
heritage is. Even so, as far back as 1835, one man 
had a vision and tried to merge the economies 
not only of Mexico with Texas but also with the 
rest of the United States. 

Samuel Williams was granted a charter on April 
30, 1835, from the governments of Coahuila, 
Mexico, and Texas to start The Commercial and 
Agricultural Bank of Texas. The charter granted 
to Williams was for 20 years, and the bank was 
to be based in the Texas portion of the state. 

There were, however, problems to overcome 
before the bank could open for business. The bank 
needed to sell $300,000 in stock and also have 
$100,000 in liquid capital before opening its 
doors. Williams left for New York City in August 
1835 to raise capital and sell stock so that he could 
fulfill all the necessary requirements. However, 
instead of concentrating on the bank's needs, he 
-became active in the fight for Texas' freedom. 

Not able to obtain the necessary funding for 
the bank, Williams left New York City in Janu
ary 1836 and headed to Philadelphia. While there 
he ordered bilingual dollars to be engraved for 
the new bank. The currency was to be wiitten in 
both English and Spanish and also was to be valid 
currency in both Mexico and the United States. 
The dollaibills were engraved to proudly display 
the Aztec eagle on both the $1 and $5 bills. 

After printing, the bilingual dollars were dis
played from Texas to Washington, D.C., in an ef
fort to show the progress of Texas. 

But the dollar bills were never put into circula
tion because Texas declared its independence 
from Mexico on March 2, 1836. Williams had 
concentrated so much of his efforts in helping 
Texas win its independence from Mexico that he 
was not able lo fulfill his obligations to the bank. 
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Students set for excursion of lifetime 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Asslstant Editor 

On July 6 the first two study abroad classes will depart 
from ColJege of the Mainland and venture south of the 
border to Oaxaca, Mexico. The groups will be led by 
Rafael Naranjo, COM Spanish language professor, to
gether with Zindy Nadab Naranjo, co-director of the pro
gram in Oaxaca. The program will enable students to study 
not only the Spaninsh language. but the rich culture and 
heritage of our neighbors to the south. 

Each of the three classes, one four-week class and two 
two-week classes will allow more than 20 students to par
ticipate in this excursion of a lifetime. 

The program already has 15 confirmed participants with 
several places remaining. Naranjo said. Students who will 
panicipale in this learning experience are of all races, gen
ders and ages ... We have students who are 15, and we have 
students who are in their 60s." He also said that these 
classes are open not only to credit students, but also to 
home schoolers. Continuing Education students and all 

members of the community. 
"We have students from Baylor University, COM and 

Texas A&M University participating this summer," 
Naranjo said. 

This year's program has one student who participated 
last year, Richard Moke, a retired engineer from the Na
tional Aeronautic and Space Administration at Johnson 
Space Center. He will once again have the chance to "bask 
in the warmth of Oaxaca." Naranjo added, "This is an 
important trip, and since we cannot bring Oaxaca to COM, 
we will take COM to Oaxaca. 

Chuck Buddenhagen, director of Continuing Education. 
and Community Services, and Naranjo believe this is an 
important combined effort between the Social and Be
havioral Sciences Team and the Continuing Education 
Team. It is another way COM has found to better serve 
the community. 

For more information about this study abroad program 
contact Naranjo at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 
258-8859, Exf :}53, or Chuck Buddenhagen at· Ext. 517, 
or e-mail <maranjo@edd.com> or <cbudd@edu.com>. 

Espanol en Oaxaca, Mexico muy pronto 
Translated by RAFAEL NARANJO 
Spaaiih Professor 

Una vez mas, un aflo despues del exitoso primer 
Programa de Estudios en el Extranjero, el 6 de julio el 
primer grupo de estudiaote partira del College of the Main
land para venturarse al sur de la frontera hacia Oaxaca, 
Mexico. Estos grupos serlin dirigidos por el profesor Rafael 
Naranjo, catedr3tico de la lengua espafiola en el College 
of the Mainland, juntamente con Zindy Nadab Naranjo, 
el co-director del programa en Oaxaca. Este programa 
permitira a los estudiantes estudiar no s61o la lengua 
espaiiola, sino tambiCn la rica cultura y herencia de 
nuestros vecinos del sur. 

Cada una de estas tres opciones, una de cuatro semanas 
(del 6 de julio al 3 de agosto) y dos de dos semanas ( la 
primera del 6 de julio al 20 de julio, y la segunda del 20 
de julio al 3 de agosto ), permiticl a muchos estudiantes 
participar en esta excursi6n que se da solamente una vez 
en la vida. 
.. El programa ya tiene confirmado un m1mero de 15 
participantes por lo que SOio quedan pocos lugares, dijo 
Naranjo. Los estudiantes que participan en este programa 
son de diferentes razas, generos y edades. "Tenemos 
estudiantes de 15 afios y tambiCn estudiantes que ya estan 
en sus sesentas." Naranjo tambien dijo que las clascs est.in 

abiertas no SOio a los estudiantes que necesitan crCditos 
acadcmicos, sino tambiCn a los j6venes que se educan en 
el hogar, a los estudiantes de Educaci6o Continua, y a 
cuaJquier miembro de la comunidad. 

"Hasta ahora tenemos estudiantes de COM, de Baylor 
Universiy, de Tex.as A& M, y UT Austin, que participarin 
en el programa," dijo Naranjo. El programa tambien tiene 
un estudiante que particip6 el aiio pasado, Richard Moke, 
un ingeniero retirado de la NASA. quien, una vez m3s, 
tendni la oportunidad de disfrutar el ambiente acogedor 
de Oaxaca, Naranjo agreg6. 

"Este es un viaje importante, y ya que no podemos traer 
a Oaxaca al College Of the Mainland, entonces llevaremos 
el College a Oaxaca," dijo Naranjo. 

Chuck Buddenhagen, director de Educaci6n Continua 
y Servicios a la Comunidad y el profesor Naranjo creen 
que este es un importante esfuerzo combinado entre cl 
Equipo de Ciencias Sociales y de Comportamiento y cl 
Equipo de Educaci6n Continua. 

Es otra forma masque el College of the Mainland ha_ 
encontrado para servir mejor a la comunidad. 

Para mas informaci6n sobre este programa de estudios 
en el extranjero llame a Rafael Naranjo al telifono (409) 
938-1211, Ext. 353, o al m'.imero de larga distancia gratis 
1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 353, o tambiCn puede Hamar a 
Chuck Buddenhagen a la Ext. 517. ·· 

Billetes bilingiies de Tejas y Mexico 
Translated by Dr. Manuel Urbioa 
History Professor 

A los estudiantes de la preparatoria y universidad se les 
enseiia los hecbos relacionados con la independencia de 
Texas de MCxico en 1836. Sin embargo, desde esa Cpoca 
algunos ciudadaoos tejanos se han esforzado a separase 
de la herencia que dejaron atnis. Solamente en aflos 
recientes con el influjo de hispanos de Mexico, los tejaoos 
han empezado a aprendei; lo valioso que es su herencia 
mexicana. Alln asi, desde el afio 1835, un hombre tuvo 
una visi6n y trat6 de conectar no solamente la economia 
de Mexico con Texas, sino tambiCn con la del resto de los 
Estados Unidos. 

El gobiemo de CoahuUa y Texas otorg6 a Samuel May 
Williams en abril 30. 1835 la autorizrici6n legal para fundar 
The Commercial and Agricultural Bank of Texas. La 
autorizaci6n legal era por veinte aD.os y el banco debia 
ubicarse en la porci6n de Texas del Estado. 

Sin embargo, existian problemas que necesitaban 
resolverse antes de que el banco pudiera empezar a operar. 

• 

• 

El banco necesitaba vender $30,0CIO en acciones y tener 
$100,000 en efectivo antes de poder abrir sus puertas. 
Williams se march6 a la ciudad de Nueva" York en a gos to, 
1835 para recaudar fondos y vender acciones para poder 
cumplir con todos los requisites necesarios. Sin embargo. 
en vez de concentrar sus enfuerzos en las necesidades del 
banco, concentr6 sus actividades en reca.udar fondos, 
provisiones, y reclutas para el ej6rcito voluntario que se 
opondria al gobierno mejicano peleando par la libertad 
de Texas. 

Al no poder obtener los fondos necesarios para el banco, 
Williams se march6 de Nueva York en enero, 1836 y se 
dirigi6 a Philadelphia. Estando en Philadelphia, mand6 
imprimir d61ares bilingiies los cuales fueron mostrados 
desde Texas hasta Washington D.C. con el fin de mostrar 
el progreso y el desarrollo de Texas. 

Pero las billetes de d6lares nunca circularon porque 
Texas declar6 su independencia de Mexico en marzo 2, 
1836. Willjams habia concentrado tanto esfuerzo en 
ayudar a Texas a ganar su independencia de MCxico que 
no pudo cumplir con sus obligaciones al banco. 

I 
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Low rent housing crucial for homeless 
Continued from Page 4 ----------
31 ,000 homeless. 

These figures may seem astounding, but to put them 
inlo a local perspective, in the greater Houston/Galveston 
area, there are more than 1,750 homeless people in shel
ters. Surprisingly, there are no shelters for the homeless 
in the Galveston County area. Most transients are taken 
to shelters such as The Star of Hope Mission in Houston. 
These figures also do not include those who actually live 
on the streets and receive no assistance from shelters or 
other government programs. Even more staggering is the 
fact that of the more than 1,750 homeless people in this 
area, more than 490 are under the age of 18. 

These , tatistics may be hard for the average person to 
digest. especially when one sees statistics such as those 
published by The AmerjcanJournaJ of Sociology in Janu
ary 1997. According to the journal the top 1 percent of the 
country 's wealthiest people have more wealth (they con
trol about 42 percent of the wealth), than the bottom 90 
percent of the people (they control only a mere 28 percent 
of the wealth). 

Considering the~e staggering figures and percentages, 
most would think permaneni programs would have been 
implemented by the government earlier than 1987. But 
alas, it took until July 22, 1987, for the Stewart B. 
McKinney Homeless Act to be signed into law by Presi
dent Ronald Reagan. 

One of the bill's chief sponsors was then Sen. Al Gore, 
D-Tenn. While speaking on the Senate floor. Gore said; 
"(McKinney) is an essential first step towards estab,lish
ing a national agenda for action to eradicate homelessness 
in America. No one in this body (Senate) should believe· 
that the legislation we begin considering today is anything 
more than a first step towards reversing the record increase 
in homelessness" (Congressional Record, p. S3683, March 
23, 1987), 

The first article of the McKinney act contains a descrip
tion and definition of homClessness. According to the act. 
a person is deemed homeless jf he or she "lacks a fixed, 

regular and adequate nighttime residence or has a pri
mary residence that is: (a) a supervised publicly or pri
vately operated shelter designed to provide temporary liv
ing accommodations, or (b) an institution that provides a 
temporary residence for individuals intended to be insti
tutionalized, or (c) a public or private place not designed 
for, or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommoda
tion for human beings." 

The McKinney act has been amended several times 
since its inception in 1987. The changes have acted to 
broaden its outreach for affordable housing, welfare pro
grams and education of the homeless. 

In 1987 Congress authorized more than $ 1 billion for 
the program, for the 1987 and 1988 fiscal years. How
ever, only a total of $712 million was appropriated for 
those years. The programs under the McKinney act saW 
an all-time government spending high of $1.49 billion in 
1995 during the Clinton Administration. Since that time, 
spending for the homeless has been consistently cut back. 
In 1996 funds for the McKinney programs were cut by a 
total of 27 percent, with many programs such as adult 
education, the veterans reintegration project, and family 
support centers, just to name a few, being entirely done 
away with. 

The growing.shortage of affordable rental housing to
gether with an increase in poverty are the two trends most 
responsible for the growing number of homeless in the 
area, according to the Star of Hope Mission in Houston. 
The missions definitiori of being poor is "being an illness 
or a paycheck away from homelessness." 

Although the McKinney act was, and still remains to 
this day, a monumental piece of legislation, there is no 
sign of a permanent end to homelessness. 

According to the National Coalition for the Homeless: 
"It is clear that only by addressing the causes of 
homelessness-lack of jobs that pay a living wage, inad
equate benefits for those who cannot work, lack of af
fordable housing and lack of access to healib care--will 
homelessness be ended." 

Nufsing program granted own counselor 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

After attempting retired life for three months, Ann 
Cochran has returned to the work force as the counselor 
for College of the Mainland nursing program. 

Cochran spent 12 years working with nursing students 
at Universii:y of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston. She 
served as the counselor for the work/school students, who 
are employees of the university wanting to attend school 
to eam degrees in nursing. UTMB pays for tuition and 
books, and gives time off with pay. • 

After spending three months at home living the retired 
life, Cochran realized she missed the nursing students and 
applied at COM. 

Although Cochran is not a nurse, she prov.ides personal 
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Ann Cochran has returned to the work force after a 
brief retirement. Cochran, although not a nurse, will 
provide counseling services for the nursing and pre
nursing students. (Photo by April Brandon) 

• 

counseling for nursing and pre-nursing students and sets 
up workshops at COM which teach nursing students study 
and tesHaking skills. Cochran's goal is to "ensure our 
students successful completion of not only COM classes, 
but also the state nursing boards." 

Cochran pointed out that many students are A students 
prior to enrolling in the nursing program, but once in the 
nursing classes, many students struggle. Her work.shops 
are designed to help these students overcome the barriers 
they encounter in these classes. 

COM began looking for a counselor when Dr. Gay 
Reeves, interim director of the nursing program, wrote a 
grant requesting a counselor after a year of poor reten
tion of nursing students. Cochran hopes to contribute to 
increasing retention of nursing students. 

Cochran began her college career at Sam Houston State 
University in Huntsville and complete~ her bachelor's 
degree at Uriiversity of Southwestern Louisiana in 
Lafayette (now Louisiana Stale University in Lafayette), 
where she obtained her teaching certificate. She spentthe 
next 10 years teaching chemistry. phySics and physical 
science at the high school level. Cochran then attended 
University of Houston-Clear Lake where she received her 
master's degree and her Licensed Professional Counse
lor certification. 

As a hobby Cochran enjoys making stained glass step
ping stones; she also enjoys bicycling and yard work. 
Cochran and her husband have two dQgs, Hannah, a 
golden retriever, and Jake, a pound puppy, 'and a cat, Kitty, 
She and her husband enjoy traveling the United States in 
their RV. Cochran says her favorite RV trips have been to 
the Oregon and Washington coasts. The couple and their 
pets Jove to camp out, but Cochran says her husband will 
camp out only ''as long as it is in the RV." 

Cochran started her career at COM March 27 and loves 
the atmosphere. "The students, staff and faculty are so 
friendly," she said. 
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Student plans career 
in physical therapy 

JeueDodd 

By JENNIFER 
DEMETRIOS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the 
Mainland not only 
is a great commu
nity college but also 
a place to meet a va
riety of people. 
Though the campus 

is not large, one still does not have th~ opportu
nity to meet all who atteqd. Therefore, people get 
lost in the shuffle and miss out on meeting many 
of the interesting. friendly people. 

A person you may not have met but should 
know is 19-year-old Jesse Dodd. He bas been at
tending COM for two years. Dodd was born in 
Freeport, June 23, 1982, and later moved to Santa 
Fe, where he graduated from Santa Fe High 
School in May 2000. 

After be finishes bis founh semester at COM 
in May, Dodd plans to transfer to University of 
Texas Medical Branch in GalvC5ton to study for 
a career in physical therapy. Dodd decided on that 
profes.,io(l because he finds helping people inter
esting. "I know it is difficult to get,ipvolved in 
professional sports, and being a physical thera
pist allows me io be involved by ht!lping peopl~" 

He also is a black belt in Taekwondo. He ranked 
third in the world· in the14/15 year-old division, 
of the Sports Karate International Black Belt 
Competition held in Austin in 1997. 

Dodd becarQe interested in Taekwondo because 
of a friend and studied it for six -years. "I iegret 
giving it up because I felt I could have been good 
enough to try out or at least go to the Olympics, 
but it kept me too busy from playing other sports." 

Dodd placed first in Texas four times in the 
Southern Organization of Competitve Karate 3.nd 
has more than 200 trophies and plaques for his 
accomplishments in Taekwondo. "I wasn't g(X)(f 
at first, but after my dad helped me practice at 
least four hours a day, I got better." 

Like most teen-agers Dodd enjoys hanging out 
with his friends whom he visits frequently at their 
colleges. He finds friends to be the most impor
tant things a person possesses in life. 

He takes care of himself by working out daily, 
which he started at 16 as a way to boost his self
esteem. "My workout consists of cardio and 
weight-lifting, but I am more concerned with 
working out my upper body." He also plays in 
basketball tournaments at COM. 

Dodd believes that former football and base
ball player Dion Sanders is a good role model 
because he "found God at a bad time in his life, 
which made me gain more respect for him." 

Sariders came to know God after he attempted 
lo kill himself by driving his car off a bridge. 
Sanders realized that God had a purpose for him 
since he did not die in the accident and decided 
to spread the word of God. Dodd is non-denomi
national and has strong beliefs in God. 

Graduation set for May 10 
The College of the Mainland 2002 commencement will 

be held Friday, May IO, al 7:30 p.m. at the Galveston 
County Convention Center at Moody Gardens. The guest 
speak.er will be Texas humorist Morris Eickenhorst. A 
reception will follow in the Moody Gardens South lobby. 
For more information contact Connie Bardwell at ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll free (888) 258-8859, Ext 470. 
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InterCOM 
Retrospective 

This school year has seen many events, from 
the fall Welcome Back Kick-off party lo the spring 
semesters' ending Cinco de Mayo Fiesta. Student 
activities were prominent on campus throughout 
the 2001-2002 school year. Various campus clubs 

... hosted different activities to involve students in 
._elebrations which coincided with the national 
hc91.idays observed across the country. Since this is 
the last issue of lnterCOM for the spring semester, 
the reporters and editors are giving the readers a 
small glimpse of the activities that were seen both 
on and off campus these past two semesters. 

Area children gather to learn about health and safety Oct. 20, 2001, at the 
Chuck T. Doyle Convention Center In Texas City. The booth sponsored by 
COM warned about the dangers of poison. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

COM Amigos adviser Allee Whistler enjoys herself during the Halloween festivi
ties by handing out trick-or-treat goodies to the children from the Child Develop
ment Lab who participated In the excitement. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Spanish language 
Professor and chairman 
ol the Multl..cultural Team, 
Rafael Naranjo, appears 
at the dinner adorned in a 
gold trimmed blsht (a 
cloak used only by high 
dignitaries). What will be 
an annual event was held 
in the COM Student 
Center. It was designed to 
bring together students, 
faculty, staff and the 
surrounding community 
to learn about the many 
different cultural back
grounds which exist 
within our community. 
(Photo by Myra Rucker) 

Children from the COM Child Development Lab participated In full costume in the 
Halloween festivities on campus Oct. 31, 2001. Faculty and staff were prepared for 
the young goblins visits with plenty of trick-or-treat goodies. When the children be
came tired from walking around campus, they stopped to mt In the atrium. of the 
Admlnllllratlon Building. (Photo by Krlllly Roberta) 
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This spring the SAB sponsored an Easter egg hunt March 23 In front of the COM Gym. The outside of the Gym was 
decorated festively with balloons of all colors. The festivities Included cupcake and cookie decorating, an Easter 
bunny colorlng contest and an Easter egg hunt. The winners of the Easter bunny coloring contest {from left) are 
Jeremy Davis II, Mandi Montgomery, Mary Roberts and Fendl Kerlegan. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 
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Uttle Marquel holds onto her 
bag of prized plastic candy-filled 

Easter eggs which she found 
with the help of her mother. The 

children were divided into 
various groups, depending on 

their ages. SAB members 
monitored the event, so that 

each child went home a winner. 
(Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Tina Gibson loudly 
screaches out her 
"grito" (a loud yell), 
for the contest held 
during the Cinco de 
Mayo Fiesta. The 
fiesta also Included a 
trompos (wooden 
top) splnnlng-contnt 
together with plenty 
of food, music and 
dancing. The party 
ended with the 
breaking open of the 
pillata. 

Doloris Dutton (left) and TIiiie Henson, library staff members prepare a table In the Leaming 
Resources Library of traditional Items used to celebrate Kwanzaa, during Kwanzaa Awar• 
ness Week, Dec. 3-7. While Kwanzaa coincides with the Christian Christmas holidays, it is 
not a Christmas celebration, but rather a celebration of the African American people and 
their anc:esmrs. (Photo by Aprll Brandon) 
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Bilingual Pages 

Adela Miranda, Instructor for the Mexican Ballet 
Folklorlco dance troupe, perform• dance, from the 
states of Guerrero and Jall1co during the Cinco de 
Mayo fiesta May 2. 

Aztec eagle graces 
uncirculated bills 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

High school and college students are taught the 
facts about Texas ' independence from Mexico in 
1836. Since that time, however, some Texas citi
zens have striven to break away from the heri
tage they left behind. Only in recent years, with 
the influx of Hispanics from Mexico, have Tex
ans begun to learn how valuable their Mexican 
heritage is. Even so, as far back as 1835, one man 
had a vision and tried to merge the economies 
not only of Mexico with Texas but also with the 
rest of the United States. 

Samuel Williams was granted a charter on April 
30, 1835, from the governments of Coahuila, 
Mexico, and Texas to start The Commercial and 
Agricultural Bank of Texas. The charter granted 
to Williams was for 20 years, and the bank was 
to be based in the Texas portion of the state. 

There were, however, problems to overcome 
before the bank could open for business. The bank 
needed to sell $300,000 in stock and also have 
$100,000 in liquid capital before opening its 
doors. Williams left for New York City in August 
1835 to raise capital and sell stock so that he could 
fulfill all the necessary requirements. However, 
instead of concentrating on the bank's needs, he 
-became active in the fight for Texas' freedom. 

Not able to obtain the necessary funding for 
the bank, Williams left New York City in Janu
ary 1836 and headed to Philadelphia. While there 
he ordered bilingual dollars to be engraved for 
the new bank. The currency was to be wiitten in 
both English and Spanish and also was to be valid 
currency in both Mexico and the United States. 
The dollaibills were engraved to proudly display 
the Aztec eagle on both the $1 and $5 bills. 

After printing, the bilingual dollars were dis
played from Texas to Washington, D.C., in an ef
fort to show the progress of Texas. 

But the dollar bills were never put into circula
tion because Texas declared its independence 
from Mexico on March 2, 1836. Williams had 
concentrated so much of his efforts in helping 
Texas win its independence from Mexico that he 
was not able lo fulfill his obligations to the bank. 
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Students set for excursion of lifetime 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Asslstant Editor 

On July 6 the first two study abroad classes will depart 
from ColJege of the Mainland and venture south of the 
border to Oaxaca, Mexico. The groups will be led by 
Rafael Naranjo, COM Spanish language professor, to
gether with Zindy Nadab Naranjo, co-director of the pro
gram in Oaxaca. The program will enable students to study 
not only the Spaninsh language. but the rich culture and 
heritage of our neighbors to the south. 

Each of the three classes, one four-week class and two 
two-week classes will allow more than 20 students to par
ticipate in this excursion of a lifetime. 

The program already has 15 confirmed participants with 
several places remaining. Naranjo said. Students who will 
panicipale in this learning experience are of all races, gen
ders and ages ... We have students who are 15, and we have 
students who are in their 60s." He also said that these 
classes are open not only to credit students, but also to 
home schoolers. Continuing Education students and all 

members of the community. 
"We have students from Baylor University, COM and 

Texas A&M University participating this summer," 
Naranjo said. 

This year's program has one student who participated 
last year, Richard Moke, a retired engineer from the Na
tional Aeronautic and Space Administration at Johnson 
Space Center. He will once again have the chance to "bask 
in the warmth of Oaxaca." Naranjo added, "This is an 
important trip, and since we cannot bring Oaxaca to COM, 
we will take COM to Oaxaca. 

Chuck Buddenhagen, director of Continuing Education. 
and Community Services, and Naranjo believe this is an 
important combined effort between the Social and Be
havioral Sciences Team and the Continuing Education 
Team. It is another way COM has found to better serve 
the community. 

For more information about this study abroad program 
contact Naranjo at (409) 938-1211 or toll free 1 (888) 
258-8859, Exf :}53, or Chuck Buddenhagen at· Ext. 517, 
or e-mail <maranjo@edd.com> or <cbudd@edu.com>. 

Espanol en Oaxaca, Mexico muy pronto 
Translated by RAFAEL NARANJO 
Spaaiih Professor 

Una vez mas, un aflo despues del exitoso primer 
Programa de Estudios en el Extranjero, el 6 de julio el 
primer grupo de estudiaote partira del College of the Main
land para venturarse al sur de la frontera hacia Oaxaca, 
Mexico. Estos grupos serlin dirigidos por el profesor Rafael 
Naranjo, catedr3tico de la lengua espafiola en el College 
of the Mainland, juntamente con Zindy Nadab Naranjo, 
el co-director del programa en Oaxaca. Este programa 
permitira a los estudiantes estudiar no s61o la lengua 
espaiiola, sino tambiCn la rica cultura y herencia de 
nuestros vecinos del sur. 

Cada una de estas tres opciones, una de cuatro semanas 
(del 6 de julio al 3 de agosto) y dos de dos semanas ( la 
primera del 6 de julio al 20 de julio, y la segunda del 20 
de julio al 3 de agosto ), permiticl a muchos estudiantes 
participar en esta excursi6n que se da solamente una vez 
en la vida. 
.. El programa ya tiene confirmado un m1mero de 15 
participantes por lo que SOio quedan pocos lugares, dijo 
Naranjo. Los estudiantes que participan en este programa 
son de diferentes razas, generos y edades. "Tenemos 
estudiantes de 15 afios y tambiCn estudiantes que ya estan 
en sus sesentas." Naranjo tambien dijo que las clascs est.in 

abiertas no SOio a los estudiantes que necesitan crCditos 
acadcmicos, sino tambiCn a los j6venes que se educan en 
el hogar, a los estudiantes de Educaci6o Continua, y a 
cuaJquier miembro de la comunidad. 

"Hasta ahora tenemos estudiantes de COM, de Baylor 
Universiy, de Tex.as A& M, y UT Austin, que participarin 
en el programa," dijo Naranjo. El programa tambien tiene 
un estudiante que particip6 el aiio pasado, Richard Moke, 
un ingeniero retirado de la NASA. quien, una vez m3s, 
tendni la oportunidad de disfrutar el ambiente acogedor 
de Oaxaca, Naranjo agreg6. 

"Este es un viaje importante, y ya que no podemos traer 
a Oaxaca al College Of the Mainland, entonces llevaremos 
el College a Oaxaca," dijo Naranjo. 

Chuck Buddenhagen, director de Educaci6n Continua 
y Servicios a la Comunidad y el profesor Naranjo creen 
que este es un importante esfuerzo combinado entre cl 
Equipo de Ciencias Sociales y de Comportamiento y cl 
Equipo de Educaci6n Continua. 

Es otra forma masque el College of the Mainland ha_ 
encontrado para servir mejor a la comunidad. 

Para mas informaci6n sobre este programa de estudios 
en el extranjero llame a Rafael Naranjo al telifono (409) 
938-1211, Ext. 353, o al m'.imero de larga distancia gratis 
1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 353, o tambiCn puede Hamar a 
Chuck Buddenhagen a la Ext. 517. ·· 

Billetes bilingiies de Tejas y Mexico 
Translated by Dr. Manuel Urbioa 
History Professor 

A los estudiantes de la preparatoria y universidad se les 
enseiia los hecbos relacionados con la independencia de 
Texas de MCxico en 1836. Sin embargo, desde esa Cpoca 
algunos ciudadaoos tejanos se han esforzado a separase 
de la herencia que dejaron atnis. Solamente en aflos 
recientes con el influjo de hispanos de Mexico, los tejaoos 
han empezado a aprendei; lo valioso que es su herencia 
mexicana. Alln asi, desde el afio 1835, un hombre tuvo 
una visi6n y trat6 de conectar no solamente la economia 
de Mexico con Texas, sino tambiCn con la del resto de los 
Estados Unidos. 

El gobiemo de CoahuUa y Texas otorg6 a Samuel May 
Williams en abril 30. 1835 la autorizrici6n legal para fundar 
The Commercial and Agricultural Bank of Texas. La 
autorizaci6n legal era por veinte aD.os y el banco debia 
ubicarse en la porci6n de Texas del Estado. 

Sin embargo, existian problemas que necesitaban 
resolverse antes de que el banco pudiera empezar a operar. 

• 

• 

El banco necesitaba vender $30,0CIO en acciones y tener 
$100,000 en efectivo antes de poder abrir sus puertas. 
Williams se march6 a la ciudad de Nueva" York en a gos to, 
1835 para recaudar fondos y vender acciones para poder 
cumplir con todos los requisites necesarios. Sin embargo. 
en vez de concentrar sus enfuerzos en las necesidades del 
banco, concentr6 sus actividades en reca.udar fondos, 
provisiones, y reclutas para el ej6rcito voluntario que se 
opondria al gobierno mejicano peleando par la libertad 
de Texas. 

Al no poder obtener los fondos necesarios para el banco, 
Williams se march6 de Nueva York en enero, 1836 y se 
dirigi6 a Philadelphia. Estando en Philadelphia, mand6 
imprimir d61ares bilingiies los cuales fueron mostrados 
desde Texas hasta Washington D.C. con el fin de mostrar 
el progreso y el desarrollo de Texas. 

Pero las billetes de d6lares nunca circularon porque 
Texas declar6 su independencia de Mexico en marzo 2, 
1836. Willjams habia concentrado tanto esfuerzo en 
ayudar a Texas a ganar su independencia de MCxico que 
no pudo cumplir con sus obligaciones al banco. 

I 
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Low rent housing crucial for homeless 
Continued from Page 4 ----------
31 ,000 homeless. 

These figures may seem astounding, but to put them 
inlo a local perspective, in the greater Houston/Galveston 
area, there are more than 1,750 homeless people in shel
ters. Surprisingly, there are no shelters for the homeless 
in the Galveston County area. Most transients are taken 
to shelters such as The Star of Hope Mission in Houston. 
These figures also do not include those who actually live 
on the streets and receive no assistance from shelters or 
other government programs. Even more staggering is the 
fact that of the more than 1,750 homeless people in this 
area, more than 490 are under the age of 18. 

These , tatistics may be hard for the average person to 
digest. especially when one sees statistics such as those 
published by The AmerjcanJournaJ of Sociology in Janu
ary 1997. According to the journal the top 1 percent of the 
country 's wealthiest people have more wealth (they con
trol about 42 percent of the wealth), than the bottom 90 
percent of the people (they control only a mere 28 percent 
of the wealth). 

Considering the~e staggering figures and percentages, 
most would think permaneni programs would have been 
implemented by the government earlier than 1987. But 
alas, it took until July 22, 1987, for the Stewart B. 
McKinney Homeless Act to be signed into law by Presi
dent Ronald Reagan. 

One of the bill's chief sponsors was then Sen. Al Gore, 
D-Tenn. While speaking on the Senate floor. Gore said; 
"(McKinney) is an essential first step towards estab,lish
ing a national agenda for action to eradicate homelessness 
in America. No one in this body (Senate) should believe· 
that the legislation we begin considering today is anything 
more than a first step towards reversing the record increase 
in homelessness" (Congressional Record, p. S3683, March 
23, 1987), 

The first article of the McKinney act contains a descrip
tion and definition of homClessness. According to the act. 
a person is deemed homeless jf he or she "lacks a fixed, 

regular and adequate nighttime residence or has a pri
mary residence that is: (a) a supervised publicly or pri
vately operated shelter designed to provide temporary liv
ing accommodations, or (b) an institution that provides a 
temporary residence for individuals intended to be insti
tutionalized, or (c) a public or private place not designed 
for, or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommoda
tion for human beings." 

The McKinney act has been amended several times 
since its inception in 1987. The changes have acted to 
broaden its outreach for affordable housing, welfare pro
grams and education of the homeless. 

In 1987 Congress authorized more than $ 1 billion for 
the program, for the 1987 and 1988 fiscal years. How
ever, only a total of $712 million was appropriated for 
those years. The programs under the McKinney act saW 
an all-time government spending high of $1.49 billion in 
1995 during the Clinton Administration. Since that time, 
spending for the homeless has been consistently cut back. 
In 1996 funds for the McKinney programs were cut by a 
total of 27 percent, with many programs such as adult 
education, the veterans reintegration project, and family 
support centers, just to name a few, being entirely done 
away with. 

The growing.shortage of affordable rental housing to
gether with an increase in poverty are the two trends most 
responsible for the growing number of homeless in the 
area, according to the Star of Hope Mission in Houston. 
The missions definitiori of being poor is "being an illness 
or a paycheck away from homelessness." 

Although the McKinney act was, and still remains to 
this day, a monumental piece of legislation, there is no 
sign of a permanent end to homelessness. 

According to the National Coalition for the Homeless: 
"It is clear that only by addressing the causes of 
homelessness-lack of jobs that pay a living wage, inad
equate benefits for those who cannot work, lack of af
fordable housing and lack of access to healib care--will 
homelessness be ended." 

Nufsing program granted own counselor 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

After attempting retired life for three months, Ann 
Cochran has returned to the work force as the counselor 
for College of the Mainland nursing program. 

Cochran spent 12 years working with nursing students 
at Universii:y of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston. She 
served as the counselor for the work/school students, who 
are employees of the university wanting to attend school 
to eam degrees in nursing. UTMB pays for tuition and 
books, and gives time off with pay. • 

After spending three months at home living the retired 
life, Cochran realized she missed the nursing students and 
applied at COM. 

Although Cochran is not a nurse, she prov.ides personal 
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Ann Cochran has returned to the work force after a 
brief retirement. Cochran, although not a nurse, will 
provide counseling services for the nursing and pre
nursing students. (Photo by April Brandon) 

• 

counseling for nursing and pre-nursing students and sets 
up workshops at COM which teach nursing students study 
and tesHaking skills. Cochran's goal is to "ensure our 
students successful completion of not only COM classes, 
but also the state nursing boards." 

Cochran pointed out that many students are A students 
prior to enrolling in the nursing program, but once in the 
nursing classes, many students struggle. Her work.shops 
are designed to help these students overcome the barriers 
they encounter in these classes. 

COM began looking for a counselor when Dr. Gay 
Reeves, interim director of the nursing program, wrote a 
grant requesting a counselor after a year of poor reten
tion of nursing students. Cochran hopes to contribute to 
increasing retention of nursing students. 

Cochran began her college career at Sam Houston State 
University in Huntsville and complete~ her bachelor's 
degree at Uriiversity of Southwestern Louisiana in 
Lafayette (now Louisiana Stale University in Lafayette), 
where she obtained her teaching certificate. She spentthe 
next 10 years teaching chemistry. phySics and physical 
science at the high school level. Cochran then attended 
University of Houston-Clear Lake where she received her 
master's degree and her Licensed Professional Counse
lor certification. 

As a hobby Cochran enjoys making stained glass step
ping stones; she also enjoys bicycling and yard work. 
Cochran and her husband have two dQgs, Hannah, a 
golden retriever, and Jake, a pound puppy, 'and a cat, Kitty, 
She and her husband enjoy traveling the United States in 
their RV. Cochran says her favorite RV trips have been to 
the Oregon and Washington coasts. The couple and their 
pets Jove to camp out, but Cochran says her husband will 
camp out only ''as long as it is in the RV." 

Cochran started her career at COM March 27 and loves 
the atmosphere. "The students, staff and faculty are so 
friendly," she said. 
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Student plans career 
in physical therapy 

JeueDodd 

By JENNIFER 
DEMETRIOS 
Staff Reporter 

College of the 
Mainland not only 
is a great commu
nity college but also 
a place to meet a va
riety of people. 
Though the campus 

is not large, one still does not have th~ opportu
nity to meet all who atteqd. Therefore, people get 
lost in the shuffle and miss out on meeting many 
of the interesting. friendly people. 

A person you may not have met but should 
know is 19-year-old Jesse Dodd. He bas been at
tending COM for two years. Dodd was born in 
Freeport, June 23, 1982, and later moved to Santa 
Fe, where he graduated from Santa Fe High 
School in May 2000. 

After be finishes bis founh semester at COM 
in May, Dodd plans to transfer to University of 
Texas Medical Branch in GalvC5ton to study for 
a career in physical therapy. Dodd decided on that 
profes.,io(l because he finds helping people inter
esting. "I know it is difficult to get,ipvolved in 
professional sports, and being a physical thera
pist allows me io be involved by ht!lping peopl~" 

He also is a black belt in Taekwondo. He ranked 
third in the world· in the14/15 year-old division, 
of the Sports Karate International Black Belt 
Competition held in Austin in 1997. 

Dodd becarQe interested in Taekwondo because 
of a friend and studied it for six -years. "I iegret 
giving it up because I felt I could have been good 
enough to try out or at least go to the Olympics, 
but it kept me too busy from playing other sports." 

Dodd placed first in Texas four times in the 
Southern Organization of Competitve Karate 3.nd 
has more than 200 trophies and plaques for his 
accomplishments in Taekwondo. "I wasn't g(X)(f 
at first, but after my dad helped me practice at 
least four hours a day, I got better." 

Like most teen-agers Dodd enjoys hanging out 
with his friends whom he visits frequently at their 
colleges. He finds friends to be the most impor
tant things a person possesses in life. 

He takes care of himself by working out daily, 
which he started at 16 as a way to boost his self
esteem. "My workout consists of cardio and 
weight-lifting, but I am more concerned with 
working out my upper body." He also plays in 
basketball tournaments at COM. 

Dodd believes that former football and base
ball player Dion Sanders is a good role model 
because he "found God at a bad time in his life, 
which made me gain more respect for him." 

Sariders came to know God after he attempted 
lo kill himself by driving his car off a bridge. 
Sanders realized that God had a purpose for him 
since he did not die in the accident and decided 
to spread the word of God. Dodd is non-denomi
national and has strong beliefs in God. 

Graduation set for May 10 
The College of the Mainland 2002 commencement will 

be held Friday, May IO, al 7:30 p.m. at the Galveston 
County Convention Center at Moody Gardens. The guest 
speak.er will be Texas humorist Morris Eickenhorst. A 
reception will follow in the Moody Gardens South lobby. 
For more information contact Connie Bardwell at ( 409) 
938-1211 or toll free (888) 258-8859, Ext 470. 
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Local shelter safe 
haven for animals 
By JENNIFER L. RUSSO 
Staff Reporter 

Millions of cats and dogs in the Uniled States end up 
on the streets, and many of these animals starve to death. 
According to the Humane Society of the United States, 
animal shelters across the country take in 8 million to 10 
million cats and dogs each year. 

Many people notice this as a problem; some people 
complain and others question what can be done. Wydell 
Dixon has done something about it. She founded and 
manages a nonprofit animal shelter with a no-kill policy 
called Whiskerville Animal Sanctuary. 

While she is originally from Brazoria County, Dixon 
has lived much of her life in Texas City, where she re
sides now, along with her husband Lynn. She is retired 
after having worked al the Amoco refinery where her 
husband still works. During her 24-year career there sh:e 
began trapping injured wildlife, which eventually led to 
her starting Whiskerville. 

The Dixons live at 2122 17th Avenue North, which just 
happens to be the address of the Whiskerville Animal 
Sanctuary which serves mostly cats and dogs. The first 
animal she took in t 7 years ago is a cat named Amos, 
whom she kept as a family pet and still has. Dixon says 
they have had as many as 70 animals living there al one 
time. When asked how her husband feels about life at 
home and Whiskerville, Dixon explained, "He supports 
everything I do." 

Dixon recently lent one of her cats to the College of the 
Mainland Arena Theatre. Margo, the cat, made her the
ater debut playing Mouschi in COM's The Diary of Anne 
Frank and received great reviews. In fact when COM 
Theatre Director Jack Westin began casting the play, the 
first role he cast was Mouschi. Five years ago when Dixon 
rescued Margo, "she was pregnant and literally starving 
to death." 

Dixon has broadly defined goals for educating the pub
lic about spaying and neutering their pets. Dixon believes 
one of the main causes of pet overpopulation is irrespon
sible pet owners. She says, "Some people don't realize 
how important it is to spay and neuter their pet(s). 

From loft Wydoll Dixon, Sholly llolad holding Margo, the cat, and Richard Kotrta Dixon. The owner or Whlskenlllle 
Animal Shetter In Texaa City, provided Margo for the COM production or The Diary of Anne Frank. At the shelter 
Dixon provldn a home for more than 70 animals at a time. (Photo by Theater Department) 

"It's terrible how we treat stray animals in our commu
nity," Dixon says. "I'm working to get changes that will 
improve the lives of these animals. For example, at many 
animal shelters in our area there is no air conditioning or 
heating, no pharmacy, no medication administered, not 
even a bath or flea eradication." She mentioned places 
such as Joe Vickery Animal Shelter and the Galveston 
County Animal Shelter, which just recently became 
equipped with air conditioning. 

Dixon adds that many places eulhanize "rescued" ani
mals after just three days if no one adopts them. "I think 
if people knew the number of animals ~illed by the 
Galveston County Health District each year, they'd be 
ashamed," she said. 

According to Dixon people can help by adopting a 

homeless animal, donating money or supplies, or just by · 
educating themselves on the nature of the problem. 

Whiskerville is in need of volunteers and foster fami
lies that are willing to take in these animals which have 
been fortunate enough to find shelter in Dixon's sanctu
ary. She plans to start a feral (wild) cat trapping program, 
but will need help from the community. 

"Voll know if more of us get involved, the problem be
comes more manageable." Dixon added, "Some states 
have adopted a no-kill policy for all animals that are home
less. Austin is headed that way. Why can't we, an All
America City, be that for all members of our community?" 

For more information about the Whiskervi.lle Animal 
Sanctuary and ways in which you can help, visit 
<www.whiskerville.org> or phone (409) 789-7111. 

Student assistant becomes lab coordinator No shelters available 
for local area homeless 
By KIIISl \':ROBERTS 

By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

The College of the Mainland graphic arts department 
hired Brad Traylor as part of its permanent staff April 1. 
Traylor has been a student assistant at COM since 1999. 
He began his career as a student in lhe COM science de-

The graphic art• department added Brad Traylor to 
their staff April 1 as the new lab coordinator. Traylor 
previously had been the Interim coordinator. He alao 
la a COM graduate. (Photo by Kristy Roberta) 

• 

• 

• 

partment, working for physics Professor Hennan Trivilino. 
A native Texan, Traylor was born and raised on 

Galveston Island. Before coming to COM, he had been in 

the air conditioning and heating industry for 15 years. After 
years of having to deal with the 100 degree heat both out
side and in' home attics, "I decided it was time to work 
with my brains and not my back." Traylor said. 

Traylor worked as a student assistant forTrivilino, while 
studying at COM. But after receiving his associate 's de
gree in science, Traylor decided his love was not for sci
ence or math, but for computers. He was offered a tempo
rary position by graphic arts Professor Coleena Jackson, 
a member of the Perfonning and Visual Arts Team, and _ 
began working as the lab assistant. This spring he became 
a pennanent part of the college staff as the graphic arts 
lab coordinator. 

While Traylor spends a great deal of his time on cam
pus in the graphic arts lab, he also is a family man. He has 
been married to Donna for one year and has three daugh
ters and one stepdaughter. 

Traylor not only is a good addition to the graphic arts 
department but also has been a great help to the joun:ial
ism staff. Last fall when the journalism news room re
ceived ,computers from the graphic arts department, 
Traylor came through for the lnlerCOM, and on his own 
time installed the new computers. On more than one oc
casion, when in a pinch, Traylor has helped the editors 

' and reporters work out software problems. 

..u.isr,nt£4lW 

bi this natk>ft, tc~o(ists have been ai,~-to cte• 
· ale, lite in a l'elrie dioh, protect life from deadly 
diseases and send life to the moon. However, ibis 
nation has been and still is plagued by a centu· 
fies.old problem: homelessness. 
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Spanish language Professor Rafael Naranjo welcomes Rodrigo Zelaya as the teacher tor ttte new Continuing 
Education class, Complete Financial Planning In Spanish. Zelaya will be teaching three clauea this summer. He 
also Is a flnaclal consultant for the General Electric Financial Advisors. (Photo by Kristy 
Roberta) 

American finances taught in Spanish 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

The Continuing Education Department at College of 
the Mainland once again is venturing inlo new territory. 

In the college's continuing effort to bridge the gap be-. 
tween the Hispanic-speaking and English-speaking com
munities, Spanish language Professor Rafael Naranjo is 
helping to implement a new course: Complete Financial 
Planning in Spanish. The course will provide necessary 
information about American finances taught entirely in 
the Spanish language. 

Three consecutive classes will be held during the Sum
mer ( and Summer 11 sessions, with the first of the three 
classes to run from June 11 through June 27. The other 
two classes will run July 9 through July 25 and Aug. 8 
through Aug. 22. All of the classes will be taught from 6 
to 7:30 p.m. 

These classes. together with the computer classes taught 
in Spanish, are another way of bridging what Naranjo calls 
the "digital divide." 

Geane Stevenson, assistant vice president of Continu-. 
ing Education, added, .. We are committed to serving the 

community in any way possible." 
To teach the classes Naranjo has brought on board 

Rodrigo Zelaya, who received his master's degree in busi
ness administration from Texas Tech University in Lub~ 
bock. There he also met Naranjo. 

Currently Zelaya is a financial adviser for the General 
Electric Financial Advisors. 

.. (Hispanics) do not like to talk about money, especially 
older generations, and many carry their entire life sav
ings with them," Zelaya said. "We believe we will be able 
to leach them about investing for retirement, their insur
ance needs, saving for their children's education, home 
budgeting and basically complete financial planning." 

Naranjo, Zelaya and Stevenson are optimistic thal this 
program will be as much a success as the computer class 
taught in Spanish. "We will provide practical infonna
tion th.at all people should know," Naranjo said. "After 
this class is in place, we don't know what we will try. We 
don't know where it will lead next." 

For more infonnation about the Finances in Spanish 
classes, contact Joan Fiesel, program assistant for Con
tinuing Education and business courses, at (409) 938-1211 
or loll free 1 (888) 258-8859, Ext. 288. 

El semestre termina con celebracion 
Translated by RAFAEL NARANJO 
Spanish Professor 

La fiesta anual de Cinco de Mayo del College of the 
Mainland comenz6 cl 2 de mayo durante "college hour." 
La fiesta fue el re sultado de un esfuerzo conjunto entre el 
club de COM Amigos y· el club de Student Activities 
Board. La fiesta de este aiio sirvi6 tambi6n como una 
gran celebraci6n de! fin del semestre. Hubo de todo. 

La celebraci6n comenz6 con un corto discurso del rec
tor del College el doctor Homer M. "Butch" Hayes. El 
habl6 sobre el sentido del 5 de mayo y tambitSn sobre la 
independencia de MCxico de Francia. 

DespuCs de! discurso siguieron bailables tradicionales 
mexicanos ejecutados par la seiiorita Adela Miranda, 
maestra del Ballet Folfl6rico Mexicano en Texas City. 

En vestidos tradicionales la senorita Miranda ejecutO 
el bailable "El palomo" y el Son# 2 del estado mexicano 
.de Guerrero. 

DespuCs de un cambio de vestuario la seiiorita Miranda 

' 
• 

present6 los bailables "El son de la ilegra" y "'El jarabe 
tapatlo" dd estado de Jalisco. · 

Ninguna fiesta del Cinco de Mayo estarfa completa sin 
el concurso del "grito." Pocos concursantes estaban 
preparadoS para el reto aunque todos grilaron tan fuene 
coma romper los oldos. 

El ganador, sin embargo, fue decidido por uo volado, 
y cuando la moneda cay6, la estudiante Tina Gibson fue 
declarada campeona llev.indose a casa un sombrero charro 
dorado y negro. 

Despues de esto Alice Whistler, la consejera de COM 
Amigos busc6 participantes para un concurso de 
lanzamiento'de trompos, pero despues de ver al estudiante 
Carlos Hernandez en acci6n con su trompo, lanzcindolo 
magistralmente y levantandolo al aire con la misma 
cuerda, ya no bubo mas concursantes. 

La celebraciOn termin6 cuando Carlos Hern.indez 
rompiO la piiiata para los niiios y los adultos, y despuCs 
que los chiquillos disfrutaron de la acci6n, los otros 
muchachos (los estudiantes) se unieron en la diversiOn. 

• 
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Finanzas personales 
en espaiiol este verano 
Translated by RAFAEL NARANJO 
Spanish Professor 

El Departamento de EducaciOn Continua del College 
of the Mainland, bajo el liderazgo de Geane Stevenson, 
una vez mas se esta aventurando en un nuevo territoria. 
En su continua esfuerzo para acercar a la comunidad 
hispanoparlante y a la comunidad angloparlante , 
Educaci6n Continua y Rafael Naranjo, el profesor de la 
lengua espallola en el College of the Mainland, ban 
desarrollado e implementado un nuevo curso titulado 
"Finanzas en espafiol." Esta clase cubrira la informaciOn 
necesaria sobre finanzas en los Estados Unidos y ser.i 
impartida enteramente en espaiiol. 

Tres clases consecutivas cubriendo el mismo material 
senin impart id as durante las sesiones de Verano I y Verano 
II. La primera clase ser.i desde el t 1 hasta el 27 de junio. 
La segunda empezar.i el 9 de julio para terminar el 25 del 
mismo mes; y finalmente la Ultima clase sera del 8,al 22 
de agosto. Todas las clases seci.n impartidas de las 6 a las 
7:30 de la ooche los martes y los jueves. 

Estas clases, juntamente con las clases de computaci6n 
en espafiol, son una forma mas de tratar de borrar lo que 
Naranjo llama "la Hnea divisoria cultural y digital." Geane 
Stevenson, la vicepresidente asistente de Educaci6n Con
tinua agreg6: "Nosotros estamos comprometidos a servir 
a nuestra comunidad en cualquier fonna posible." 

Rodrigo Zelaya, un oo~jcro de finanzas de la compafiia 
General Electric Financial Advisors, fue seleccionado para 
impartir es(as clases. Zelaya, que tambien a sido un 
campe6n.fhileno del lanzamiento de la javalina, recibi6 
su licenciatura y su•maestrla en administraci6n de 
empresas en la universidad Texas Tech donde se conociO 
con Naranjo. '"En mi experiencia como coosejero 
financiero he notado quc a los hispanos no les gusta hablar 
de dinero, especialmente la gente mayor, y muchos llevan 
los ahorros de toda su vida con ellos," dijo Zelaya. 
"Nosotros creemos que pod.re mos enseiiarles c6mo invertir 
para su jubilaci6n. c6mo satisfacer sus necedades de 
seguros, c6mo ahorrar para la educaci6n de sus hijos, c6mo 
hacer un presupuesto para los gastos del hogar; 
b.isicamente, un plan financiero completo." 

Naranjo, Zelaya y Stevenson se encuentran muy 
optimistas de que estas clases tendnin tanto faito como 
coma las clases de computaci6n en espafiol. 
"lmpartiremos informaci6n pnictica sabre el dinero que 
todos deben conocer," dijo Naranjo. "DespuCs que esta 
clase agarre vuelo no sabemos con que mas 
experimentaremos. No sabemos a d6nde nas llevani esto," 
agreg6 Stevenson. 

Para may_or infonnaci6n sobre estas clases de finanzas 
en espaiiol, por favor p6ngase en contacto con la senora 
Joan Fiesel al telCfono (409) 938-1211, o a la linea 
telef6nica gratis si vive fuera de esta area 1 (888) 258-
8859, Ext. 288. 

COM Amigo Carlos Hernandez shows off his trompoa 
skills during the trompos contest May 2 at the clnco 
de mayo fiesta. The event was co-sponsored by the 
COM Amlgoa and SAB. (Photo by Krtsty Roberts) 
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Campus Life 

Pressure mounts 
at end of semester 

April 
. · Brandon 

This semester has been a difficult one for me academi
cally and personally. I have placed a large amounrof 
pressure on myself to make good gracles, so that my 
grade point average remains high enough to transfer to 
University of Houston-Clear Lake this fall.1n addition 
to school, I recently lost a very dear friend. I also was 
faced with being a single mom for three months while 
my husband worked overseas. 

As the end of this semester nears, I have begun to 
reflect on my college career and question where. I am 
now and where I am heading. I also have realized I do 
not know where l want to be. 

I became pregnant with my daughter a:117, graduated 
high school early and started working as a secretary. 
Aft~r working full time for a year, I decided in order to 
be a role model for my daughter I had to go to college. 
My plan was to attend College of the Mainland for two 
years and then transfer to UHCL. 

My first semester at COM, I took 12 hours and 
worked 40 hours a week. I would go home to my 
husband and daughter, only to spend the night in my 
room studying. 1 did this for one semester and decided 
thal the important people in my life were in the wrong 
place on my priority list ... the bottom. 

My husband and I worked out a plan in which he 
would work to support the family and I would focus on 
beip.g a mother and a student. And that is how I have 
spent the last year and a half. 

That is how I will spend the next two and a half years 

while I attend UHCL. 
I have worked really hard to get where I am. I have 

turned in my application at UHCL, but in my final 
semester at COM, I cannot help but question the 

decision I made so long ago. 
Why was I being So selfish? I easily could have gone 

to school part time and worked part time. That way the 
financial side of my life would not be in the shambles it 
now is. I would not feel solely responsible for every
thing that has gone awry in my life. 

I have thought recently of nol returning to school in 
the fall and just working. But then I am faced with a list 
of questions, such as: Am I really going to show my 
daughter anything but how lo quit? Can I pull off 
returning to work and make returning worth it mon
etarily? How much will I regret quitting in five years'? 

I have yet to make a decision as to where I am going 
in life. The choice is mine and only I can make it, and I 
realize that. I just wish I knew what the future holds 
because the present is not very favorable. 

Students, faculty and staff gather In the Learning Resources Center Ubrary to watch a video of Dane•• with 
Wolvn author Michael Blake. Blake spoke at COM April 16 In Observance o1 National Ubrary WHk April 16 
about his moat current novel The Holy Road and his previous works. {Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Academy Award winner speaks at COM 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Staff Reporter 

History was made at College of the Mainland when 
Academy Award winning author Michael Blake was the 
honorary guest speaker during National Library Week, 
April 15-19. 

While spectators waited in anticipation and discussed 
the movie Dances with Wolves, music blared over the loud
speaker from the soundtrack as Blake made his entrance 
into lhe Learning Resources Center Auditorium. 

From start to finish, Blake took the audience on a retro
spective tour through his novels. An accomplished au
thor of such books as Airman Mortensen, a fictional au
tobiography of his time spent in the U.S. Air Force; March
ing to \lalhalla, a first person perspective of Gen. George 
Cllster and his soliders annihalation in a battle of Little 
Bighorn River, his acclaimed novel Dances with Wolves, 
for which he won an Academy Award for best adapted 
screenplay; and his newest novel The Holy Road, a se
quel to Dances with Wolves, Blake seemed quite relaxed 

sharing his stories wilh the audience. 
Blake entertained the audience by acting out several of 

his characters beginning with Airman Mortensen and end· 
ing with Lt. John Dunbar from Holy Road, respectively. 

While he was in the Air Force, they called him the "la
trine king," Blake told the audience of the "honorary" title 
.he was given after being court-martialed by the Air Force 
for arguing with his superior officer. His punishment was 
cleaning latrines, much like the honorary title and job 

given to his lead character Airman Mortensen in his novel 
Airman Mortensen, which Blake explained is fiction but 
90 percent autobiographical. The novel details Mortensen 
and Blake's rebellion, court-martial, love of dance and 
first love. Blake danced to the music as if he were back in 
the Air Force with his fellow ainnen at a club. 

After reciting passages from Airman Mortensen, Blake 
disappeared from the audience but quickly re-emerged in 
a replica of Gen. Custer's Anny uniform. He told of his 
time recovering from chemotherapy and reading several 
novels on Custer which inspired his second novel, March
ing to VaJhaJla. The no"'.el is written in first person in the 
style of Custer's personal diary days before the battle of 
Little Bighorn. 

Dances with Wolves was Blake's chance to experience 
the frontier. He explained that although the western fron
tier no longer ex:ists, he was able to experience it through 
his lead character who interacts with every aspect of the 
frontier from American Indians to buffalo herds. To help 
the audience gain a visual picture of American Indians, 
Blake produced a peace pipe, explained its use and dem
onstrated how it was smoked. 

At the end of the presentation, Kathie Goldfarb, COM 
librarian, presented Blake with a plaque of appreciation 
and a COM T-shirt. Blake, who has won numerous awards 
for his work with Dances with Wolves, tncluding a Golden 
Globe Award , Writers Guild Award and Western Wi:iters 
of America Award, accepted the certificate of apprecia
tion with gratitude saying such an award is the kind he 

enjoys the most. 

Music, food, dance part of Multi-cultural Celebration 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Music, food and dancing filled the Student Center April 
5 when the College of the Mainland Multi-Cultural Team 
hosted the first annual Multicultual Celebration. 

COM students. faculty, staff and community members 
were invited to join the celebration. Tables depicting lhe 
various cultures were set up in the Student Center. Repre
sented were Germany, Indonesia, Angola, Czech Repub
lic, Texas, Pakistan, Jamaica, Peru, BangladesR, Iran, 
\.lex1co. Belize, Chile and Africa. Clothing, foods and ob
ects frcm ea.:h particular culiure were displayed a t each 

• 

of the tables. 
"Tastes of food from around the world" were offered 

as a buffet for all who attended, allowing them to sample 

a variety of foods from different cultures. 
Jim Higgins, director of Pubic Information, entertained 

the audience with jokes and questions regarding the cul
tural origins of many trclditions, such as men wearing ties. 

Entertainment included dances from Venezuela, 
Bangladesh, Belize, Mexico and the Middle East. Music 
performances represented Czech and African-American 

. cultures. A belly dancer also entertained the audience. 
The idea of the Multi-cultural Celebration miginat),!d 

with Dr. Ali Ravandi . COM math professor and member 

' 

of the Multicultural Team. Spanish language Professor 
Rafael Naranjo became the committee chairman of the· 
event and together with team members COM Librarian 
Tillie Henson, Recreational Programs Coordinator 
Maryann Urick and business Professor Selina Rahman, 
Dr. Ravandi and Naranjo gave lhe campus and the com
munity an experience unlike any other at COM so far. 

The purpose of the dinner was to allow the community 
and campus to '"recognize differences in cultures, which 
helps to find a commori ground," Naranjo said. 

Kiranjo also pointed out that this is the first time stu
dents. faculty and ~taffworked together with the commu
nity to celebrate diver,;ity. 

' 
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Gene Alvarez {left) playing the part of the balllff swears In the de1endant Clifford Brown before the Honorable 
Judge Michele Betancourt. Her government cla1aes staged two mock trials April 20 In the Learning Resources 
Center Auditorium. Brown was eventually found guilty as charged In his case. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Government classes stage mock trials 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

Hear Ye! flear Ye! The College of the Mainland Crimi
nal Court is now in session. The Honorable Judge Michele 
Betancourt presiding. . 

These words rang loud and clear, many times, through
out the Leaming Resources Auditorium Saturday, April 
20, when it was transfonned into a crimin.11 court of law. 

During the course of the day two mock cases, based on 
real cases, were tried with verdicts being rendered by sev
eral juries. The attorneys, bailiffs, witnesses, defendants 
and jury members were all students of COM government 
Professor Michele Betancourt. 

The first case tried, Stace of Columbia v. John Doe, in
volved the death of.a college student due to fraternity haz
ing. Appearing for the prosecution was Jason Gataka, and 
appearing for the defense, Stefanie Taylor. 

The trial was a learning experience in the criminal court 
system for all students who attended. However, the most 
memorable moment of this case was not the verdict, but 
the objection made by the defense counsel. Taylor, while 
trying to object to the way the state was questioning her 
witness, could not seem to remember the correct phrase 
(objection your honor, he's badgering the witness). She 
stood up and made her objection of "objection your honor, 
he's messing with my client." While that is not a valid 
objection in the legal world, the courtroom understood 
the objection; it also niade for a bit of comic relief. 

There was no stopping the wheels of justice. Taylor's 
client Chris Archer, played by Clifford Brown, was found 
guilty. Three separate juries were used for this case, and 
all three came back with the same verdict. He was fo'und 
guilty of involuntary manslaughter and felony hazing. 
Archer received the maximum sentence of 16 years in 

prison and a $100 fine by the Honorable Judge Betancourt. 
While the first case took a more comedic approach to 

lhe judicial system, the second case looked more like the 
television show Law and Order. 

The second case, United States v. Martha Monroe, in
volved the prosecution of a woman who killed her hus
band and was pleading not guilty. Her defense was self
defense based on the "battered wife syndrome." 

Appearing for the people was this reporter, and for the 
~efense Judith Hughes. This was a hard-fought case by 
both attorneys. Throughout the trial, many objections·were 
made and fought out by and between both sides. 

All parties who participated in both cases, did so for 
the extra credit points. However, objection arguments in 
the second case became so heated that the Honorable 
Judge Betancourt side barred both attorneys and threat
ened to hold both in contempt and begin docking extra 
credit points if they did not direct the objections to the 
bench instead of to each other. 

When all arguments for the prosecution and defense 
were in, and closing arguments had been made, the juries 
began to deliberate. There were two juries for the second 
case. Both juri~s operated just like real juries asking for 
additional information and clarification on some of the 
legal is.sues. Neither of the juries took their jobs lightly, 
as a woman's life hung in the balance. 

After all the deliberations were finished, both juries 
voted 7-to-5 to acquit, which in the real World meant it 
was a hung jury, and a mistrial would have been declared. 

Betancourt would like to see these mock trials continue 
at COM. However, she has decided to concentrate on one 
case next time. This would mean each case would con
tain a lead counsel and also have the benefit of co-coun
sel. In tum this should make the trial look even more like 
the real thing. 

Bike, swim, run for scholarships, cancer research 
The Ninth Annual College of the Mainland·Bay Area 

Triathlon sponsored by Memorial Hermann SportsCare 
and Webster Bicycle is scheduled for Saturday, May 25, 
beginning at 7:30 a.m . 

The triathlon, named fo r COM and Bay Area, is more 
commonly known as COM~BAT. 

Volunteers are needed to help mark the bike and run 
courses as well as to assist with the refreshment table at 
ihe finish line. Proceeds for this eveni are divided betwee11 

L 

COM scholarships and a cancer research organization. 
"It's a very exciting event and we expect to have 300 

participants," said Maryann Urick, coordinator of COM 
Recreational Programs and Student Activities. "All vol
unteers will receive a tank top shirt." 

The event is exj,ected to end be tween 1l :30 and noon. 
Anyone willing to volunteer or want_ing to pa rt icipate 
should contact Urick at (409)_ 938-1211 or 1 (888) 258-

8859, Ext 418. 
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Self-mutilation affects 
1 in every 133 people 
BY JENNIFER DEMETRIOS 
Staff Reporter 

Self-mutilation is a disorder that causes an individual 
to solve problems by inflicting pain upon himself or her
self. This may sound shocking, but self-mutilation or self
injury is a more common problem than most people real
ize. According to the International Child and Youth Care 
Network, it is estimated that one in every 133 people per 
year looks to a razor blade or a knife to solve a problem. 

The cycle usually begins in late childhood or early ado
lescence. according to the Care Network. Sufferers of self
injury are often abuse survivors, eating disorder suffer
ers, or drug users. The person comes from a background 
in which he or she has little or no control over a situation, 
such as being abused. Hurting themselves helps them to 
feel in control. Perfectionism and low self-esteem often 
trigger self-injury. 

A self-injurer has rapid mood swings and suffers from 
depression, Dislike of one's appearance and perfectionist 
tendencies also are warning signs that someone could be 
injuring himself or herself. 

According to the Web site Healthy Place.com, another 
theory as to why a person harms himself or herself is that 
the person feels powerless in certain areas of his or her 
life. Somehow self-injurers feel the situations are their 
fault and cut themselves as a form of punishment. An
other problem self-injurers deal with is feelings of worth
lessness. They believe that the only thing they can do right 
is injure their bodies. 

According to the Baylor College of Medicine, the meth
ods used to injure themselves vary among individuals. In 
mild cases, individuals will get multiple tattoos or 
piercings, or cut their .arms with sharp objects. In more 
severe cases, self-injurers will carve deep into their flesh, 
or purposely get into life-threatening accidents. In even 
more extreme cases, they will perform amputations or cas

. trations ~n themselves. 
In most cases suicide is not the goal of self-injury, but 

nevertheless, it is a dangerous possibility. Injuries can 
cause permanent scars and open sores can become infected 
from the use of rusty or dirty materials. Self-injurers risk 
the chance of contracting HIV or hepatitis. 

Self-injury can become an addiction. The struggle to 
stop is difficult because of the feelings of paranoia, irrita
bility and agitation self-injurers suffer while attempting 
to withdraw. According to the Care Network, self.injur
ing behavior lasts about 10-15 years and then dies out, 
but I his fact must not be used as an excuse not to get help. 
Within that time frame, the emotional damage done can 
lead to devastating results and in some cases suicide at
tempts. Moreover, if the issues that trigger self-injury are 
nol eliminated, self-injury can continue to be a problem. 

In most Fases lhe family needs to intervene for the self
injurer to finally realize he or she has a problem. It must 
also be the self-injurer's decision to stop the behavior, gel 
to the cause of self-injury and learn how to break the cycle. 

' Treatment can include therapy and medications, such 
as Prozac, Zoloft or Paxil to soothe impulsiveness. 

Registration now open 
for summer, fall classes 

If you are interested in getting ahead, then summer 
classes al College of the Mainland are the answer. 

Summer campus and telephone registration began 
March 25. Summer I classes and late registration begin 
May 28. The last day for Summer I is July 5. . 

Summer II classes and late registration begin July 8. 
Last day of Summer II is Aug. 16. 

The 8-week summer session registration and classes be
gin June 10. The last day of the session is Aug. 2. 

Registration hours are Mondays and Tuesdays, 8-7 p.m . 
and Wednesdays through Fridays, 8-5 p.m. 

For more information call lhe Admissions Office at 
(409) 938- 1211 or loll free l (888) 258-8859, Ext. 264 . 
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Newspapers now on information highway 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

Editor S Note: This is the final part of a three-part series 
on newspapers. 

Newspaper circulation has remained steady since the 
1950s although the U.S. population has been on the rise . 
With a decreasing number of people reading newspapers, 
how are newspapers going to survive? This is a question 
facing many editors and publishers. 

In an article by Frank Ahrens, a Washington Post staff 
writer, a LO cent increase for a single copy of the Post 
was announced in December 2001. This was the Post's 
first price increase since 1981 when the price rose from 
20 cents to 25 cents. The new price of the Post as of Dec. 
31. is 35 cents per issue. 

The price hike was "spurred by expansion costs and 
sinking advertising revenues," Ahrens said. "The Post, 
like most large newspapen;, gets _?5 percent of its rev-
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enue from advertising sales; the bulk of the remainder 
comes from circulation revenues." 

A newspaper is a money-making enterprise and its sol
vency depends on advertising and circulation revenues. 
If newspaper sales are low, advertisers will withdraw their 
business. The newspapers then feel financial constraints 
in both areas of their income. 

The Post is not the only print media seeing a decline in 
income. Newsweek magazine, owned by the Post Co., 
saw a 24 percent decline in their advertising revenues from 
January to October 2001. The Post also saw a 13 percent 
decline, but they have been watching a yearly decline of 
about 19 percent over the past decade, Ahrens said. 

The Audit Bureau of Circulation reported in October 
2001 that the Los Angeles Times circulation dropped 4.9 
percent during the prior six-month period. The Times 
blamed the drop in circulation on a price increase from 
25 cents to _50 cents that went into effect July 2001, said 
Martha Goldstein, company spokeswoman. Goldstein re
ported a gain in circulation in the weeks following Sept. 
11. The Tunes, however, is not the only newspaper see
ing a steady decline in circulation, she said. The Philadel
phia Inquirer lost 8.8 percent of their readers. 

The Internet also may have some impact on the steady 
decrease in newspaper readers, according to an article by 
Marty Bread, staff reporter for Media Life. The article is 
titled "20-SOmethings fleeing papers for the Web: Mucho 
big headache, with no solution in sight, newspapers are 
losing their young readers to the Internet." A study by 
Forrester ·Research revealed that people ages 20 to 29 pre· 
fer Internet editions of newspapers over print newspapers. 
Less than 30 percent of those questioned "would rather 
read print newspapers or magazines than online newspa
pers or magazines." 

The study also reported that 75 percent of people in 
their 20s are more likely "to prefer the Internet as a source 
of information, such as news and classified ads." People 
in their 20s also have found that the Internet provides the 
same information they get in their print newspapers. 

Newspapers now face a choice: evolve or become ex
tinct. Many newspapers already run on the information 
highway of the Internet with easy-to-use Web sites. The 
New York Times, along with many other large new~a· 
pers, now offers online subscriptions at 
<www.nytimes.com>, as does the Houston Chronicle at 
<www~chron.com>. The Washington Post also offers 
online information on their Web site, 
<www.washingtonpost.com>. 

' Other larger news sources, such as CNN, also offer 
online information. CNN's Web site is <www.cnn.com>. 

Fulfilling education 
begins with art clai,s 

- -
II 
I was assigned to repon o,n this story from the 

perspective of a staff reporter.' However, after I spent 
weeks preparing for the Student Art Show, which was on 
display in the College of the Mainland Art Gallery 
through May 6, l took a more personal interest. 

COM art students are annually given the opportunity 
to display (and sell) artwork they have slaved over (and 
I do mean slaved over) during the semester. 

While attending COM, I have always taken these 
shows and the local art talent for granted as something 
that happens to co-exist with the rest of the students. But 
that changed this semester when I found out that in order 
to graduate ( had to have a fine ans credit. Well, since I 
have never been able to draw even stick figures, I 
decided on what I thought was something more substan· 
tial than art: photography. 

So I enrolled in beginning photography. But what I 
thought would be a walk in the park, turned out to be 
one of the most difficult classes I have ever taken. 

Photography I, taught by photography and art Profes
sor Mona Marshall, turned into one of the most compre
hensive lessons of my life. With Marshall 's guidance, I 
learned to view the world in an entirely different way: 
photographically. I learned just how important it is to 
capture expressions and actions together with the 
surrounding environment. I learned that my pictures 
should speak to anyone who looks at them. I also defy 
anyone who looks at the photographs hanging in the an 
gallery, to not consider them art. 

I also was privileged to participate in the advanced 
photo class' project for the Student Art Show: The Photo 
House. This house was a joint ~ffort between ceramics 
and photography students. The outside of the house is 
covered with ceramic body parts, while the inside is 
covered with life-sized photographs. 

During this project, I gained a new respect for 
photographers who are truly artists. My partner, Andrea 
Pefia, and I spent more than nine hours taking pictures, 
developing, printing and mounting to perfection our 
portion oft~ house, never truly knowing what we had 
accomplished. But with the hard work of photo student 
and lab assistant Angie McClanahan and Marshall, we 
now have the house ready for viewing. 

I also have learned that with all the budget cutbacks 
(and we all know about the scholarships that were taken 
away from the COM art and music departments), that 
there is no life without an. Think about how boring life 
would be if e,verything in our lives were black and white 
(no photography pun intended). 

The sad world we live in has removed many art 
classes from children's schools. all in the name of 
TA.AS. We are raising a society of children who will 
pass a TAAS teSt, but only after 12 years of practice. Yet 
they will not be able to think abstractly or imaginatively. 

I was reading an article in the Readers Digest called 
''Points to Ponder." In this articlC I came across a 
statement by Brad Ferren, president of Disney 
Imagineering R&D Inc., which was first printed by The 
New York Times. The statement reads: "Art, storytelling 
and humor are wonderful things. In a future when 
intelligent machines will reason and do our donkey
work, artists will become the most valued and irreplace
able of professionals-unique in an automated world. 
Painters, sculptors, writers, actors, architects, animators 
and even people who can decorate a decent_Easter egg 
will achieve unprecedented fame and fortune." 

.... 
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Local band Fated 
wins Best in Show 
Continued from Paga 1 -----------
15 students from O'Connell High School in Galveston, 
where the group's popularity originated. 

Comprised of three members, Daniel K. Lai, bass gui
tar; Anthony Lai, guitar/lead vocals; and Dexas Vilarreall, 
drums; their ages and musical inspirations vary from 19 
down to 12 and from The Beatles to SlipKnot. However, 
the three members somehow come together and reach a 
compromise which produces the wide range of music in 
their line-up. Fated performs regularly in Galveston in
cluding at Lenny's Place, Sangerfest }:'ark and Banana 
Beach Restaurant. 

To contact the band for bookings and showtimes con
tact Daniel K. Lai at (409) 762-1276 or Alex Vilarreall, 
manager, at (409) 762-6158 or visit the Web site at 
<www.fatedtheband.com>. Fated and a fairly new local 
band, Odium, will perform May 11 at Sangerfest Park in 
Galveston and at Banana Beach Restaurant on May 19. 
The band will be playing in Galveston throughout the sum
mer. 

On April 4, The Remote Junkies performed outside the 
LRC. Comprised of five members ages 18 through 19, 
Craig Wade, lead singer; Andrew Best, guitar; Brian 
DeLaney, guitar/singer; Wesley Owens, bass guitar; and 
Derick Abney, drums, the pop/punk rock band entertained 
the crowds with a variety of original songs including 
"Times We Had," "Starting Over," "Selfish Purpose" and 

"Sex Symbol." The band has been together for almosct three 
years and performs all over the HOuston area including at 
Fitzgeralds, Java Jazz and The Engine Room. For book
ings or showtimes for events and venues or to purchase 
the CD Urinevited contact <www.theremotejunkies.com> 
m call Wade at (409) 925-4788 or De Laney al (409) 795-
0724. 

On April 25 the final band, _Counsel, performed at COM. 
Comprised of four members-: Casey Scbladeter, guitar/ 
back-up vocals; Corey Oliver, bass guitar; Eric Villareal, 
guitar/back-up vocals; and Felix Deleon, drums/lead 
singer; the band entertained COM students, faculty and 
staff with a mix of original songs and alternative rock. 
Counsel also performs all over the Houston area includ
ing at The Engine Room, Fitzgeralds and Bob's lcehouse. 
With a CD scheduled for release within the month titled 
All In My Head and a scheduled summer tour of the South
west including Los Angeles and north to Seattle, Counsel 
attracts a large following of fans.For bookings or 
showtimes visit the Web site <www.planetcounsel.com> 
or contact Villareal at ( 409) 939-6434. 

After Counsel finished performing, representatives from 
each band eagerly awaited the decision of the judges: 
Sparky Koerner, Jackie Andres and Tillie Henson. After 
only a few minutes of recording each band's scores, Zac 
Winn, a member of SAB, announced Fated ha4 won first 
place, Counsel, second and The Remote Junkies, third. 
The basis for judging included criteria for musical style, 
vocals and ovetall performance. Each band received acer
tificate of accomplisbrnent and k:eychains. 

' 
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Students from the Leadership c:laas Instructed by Bulsness professor Selina Rahman gathers teddy bears to 
donate to the Galveston County Sheriffs Department for traumatized children. From left Martina Noweck. Tina 
Sister, Patricia VIiiaiobos, Terry Harvey, Klmbarly Warchol and Rahman gather with more than 100 stuffed ani
mals collected from citizens and local merchants. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

COM music professor left speechless 
Continued from Paga 1 ----------
10, 15, 20, 25, 30 and 35 years of service to the college. 

The presentation of the Outstanding Teacher award con
cluded the evening. Dr. James Templer, vice president/ 
dean of Instruction, introduced music Professor Sparky 
Koerner, 2001 Outstanding Teacher of the Year. 

As the 2001 Outstanding Teacher, Koerner was respon
'Sible for overseeing1he contest this-year. He picked a eom
mittee of students, who started lhe contest by tallying the 
votes made by the students. The committee made surprise 
visits to the finalists' classrooms, collecting evaluations 
from students and interviewing each of the finalists. The 
committee then was able to tally all the data and choose 
the 2002 winner. The committee composed of Allen 
Oliver, Rina Vinetz, Laura Brown, Tara Land and Gene 
McFadden gave speeches about the finalists. 

This year 's finalists in addition to Heffel were John 
Buffa, drafting; Ellen Johnson, cosmetology; Freda 
O 'Connor. graphic arts; and Alice Watford, psychology/ 
sociology. 

Due to a student on the committee not showing for the 
dinner, Koerner spoke about Buffa as a professional. Buffa 
has been teaching at COM 11 years, is a member of the 
College Senate and works together with the graphic arts 
department. Koerner pointed out the difficulties Buffa bas 
had to face teaching drafting. He has gone from teaching 
" slide rulers to computers." 

Oliver, a nvisic major, spoke about Heffel and Oliver's 
three years working with him as a teacher. Heffel also has 
been teadting at COM.for 11 years and says that his wife 
and students are his inspiration. Oliver admired Heffel's 
"awesome enthusiasm about what he teaches." 

Vinetx, an art major, spoke about Johnson and her popu
larity at local salons. Johnson has spent 10 years teaching 
at COM and "loves learning about trends and advances in 
her field," Vinetz said. Johnson also was nominated last 
year for the award. Johnson has recently earned her mas
sage therapy license and is working on her child care ad
ministrator license, so that she Can work a day spa that 
offers child care. 

O'Connor has been teaching at COM for five year.. said 
Brown, a graphic arts major, who spoke about 
O'Connor,who was also nominated for a second year in a 
row. Brown added that O'Connor "is loved by her sr-u. 
dents," and there is nothing her students can do wrong. 

Vinctz filling in for another committee member also 
spoke about Watford, who also was nominated for the , 
award last year. Watford grew up in La Marque and is a 
1984 graduate of COM. "The classroom.where she once 
sat is now the classroom where she teaches," said Vmetz, 
adding that Watford will show her COM dipolma to any
one who wants to see it. 

In Heffel 's acceptance speech, he said he was speech
less and congratulated the nominees and the fmalists. 

Librarian wins famous author in contest 
By DANIEL K. LAI 
Staff Reporter 

College of the Mainland observed National Library 
Week, April 15-19, with various activities, demonstrations 
and presentations to promote the importance of reading 
to all age groups. The highlight of the week was Dances 
with Wolves author Michael Blake's presentation. 

Through(!Ut the week the COM librarians hosted sev
eral events 'including an open house on April 18 to pro
vide students, faculty and staff the opportunity to view 
the new ooline classroom in the library, reading short sto
ries to the COM day care children and hosting a social 
hour in the library with food, drinks and door prizes. 

The prominent event of the library week was Blake's 
visit to COM. While attending an American Library As
sociation mid•winter meeting, COM Librarian Kathie 
Goldfarb won a guest speaking appearance by Blake. 

"It was purely .by chance (that) I won," Goldfarb said. 
"I put my name 'in for the drawings. There were several 
prizes, but Michael Blake was the big one and I won it." 

Goldfarb has been a librarian at COM for a year but 
has a 20-year background as a librarian at Florida State 
University in Tallahassee. Goldfarb decided to become a 
librarian after working in her high school library. She 
enjoyed organizing the library-'s catalogs and providing 
students access to the library resources. 

The online classroom is a new addition to the library. 
Provided by a grant, this classroom will give students an 
opportunity to learn how to use the Internet to find im
portant information for research and sort through various 
databases. The goal is to help students become more fa
miliar with the broad world of the Internet. 

During the fall and spring semesters, the campus library 
is open Mondays through Thursdays from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m., 
Fridays 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturdays 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
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What's Happening 

COM Amigos adviser Allee Whistler holds the microphone for 2-year-old Adrianna Gonzales during the COM 
Cinco de Mayo Fiesta May 2 outside the Learning Resources Center during College Hour. The fiesta was a 
joint effort betwun COM Amigos and the Student AcUvltes Board. (Photo by Kristy Roberta) 

Semester ends with fiesta celebration 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

The annual College of the Mainland Cinco de Mayo 
Fiesta kicked off May 2 during College Hour. The fiesta 
was a joint effort between the COM Amigos and the Stu
dent Activities Board. 

This year's fiesta made for an excellent end-of-the-se
mester bash, and included everything from Tejano disc 
jockey Ernie Gonzales and traditional Mexican food to 
the ever-popular fiesta favorite: the pifiata. 

The festivities began with a short speech by Dr. Homer 
M. "Butch" Hayes., COM president. Dr. Hayes spoke alx:iut 
the meaning of Cinco de Mayo, and about Mexico win
ning its independence from France. 

Dr. Hayes was followed by traditional folkloric dances 
performed by Adela Miranda, instructor for lhe Mexican 
Ballet Folklorico dance troupe in Texas City. Miranda 
performed, in traditional dress, the El Palomo and El Son 

#2 from the Mexican state of Guerrero. After making a 
costume change, she performed the El Son de la Negra 
and El jarabe tapatio from the Mexican state of Jalisco. 

What Cinco de Mayo Fiesta would be complete with
out a grito contest (a very loud high-pitched screech done 
to music)? Only a few contestants entered but all were 
loud enough to break ear drums. When all the screaming 
was done, the contest was decided by the toss of a coin, 
and when the coin had settled Tina Gibson was the win
ner and took home as a prize a black and gold sombrero. 

Alice Whistler, COM Amigos adviser, called for con
testants for the trompos (a Large wooden top) spinning 
contest, but after seeing Carlos Hernandez in action, spin
ning the trompo wildly and his ability to c~pture it with 
the string and play with it in the air, there were no takers. 

The fiesta ended with Hernandez breaking open the 
piflata for the Children and adults.After all the small chil
dren had their f!,Jn, the bigger kids (adults) joined in. 

S" Spanish translation Paga 9 

Two InterCOM journalists receive awards 
By JENNIFER L. RUSSO 
Staff Reporter 

Two College of the Mainland students, Travis Croft and 
81.t.d Stevenson, were recognized by the Texas Intercol
legiate Press Association for their work (January-Decem
ber 2001) on the COM student newspaper, the lnterCOM. 

Former InterCOM staff reporter Croft had two stories 
from last fall's InterCOM issues submitted to the TIPA: 
"Advice on how to retire as a millionaire" and "Become 
a millionaire." He won an Honorable Mention. 

Stevenson, a former InterCOM online editor, reporter 
and cartoonist, had two cartoons submitted in Spring 2001: 
"1991:2001" (the two President 8'.lshes) and "Horrible 
consequences of the impending Hollywood strike" (hos
pital ward). He took home a third place award. 

Croft, who plans to become a genetic engineer, ex
plained his feelings on winning, "I was.surprised." The 
fall 2001 semester of working on the InterCOM was his 
first and only semester in a journalism class. 

Stevenson also was "glad to be recognized and win this 
prestigious award." Stevenson won a TIPA Honorable 
Mention in 1996, and won a third place TIPA award in 
1999 for an illustration for another college publication. 

The TIPA awards are given annually to T~xas college 

• 

and university publications. TIPA was created in 1909 at 
Baylor University by students from various colleges and 
universities to give them a forum for their work. 

Candidates win by having their work submitted and 
judged against other students' work. The award only speci
fies who won, but not which piece of work. 

Colleges and universities compete in four divisions: 
Division· 1: comprising all college and university daily 
newspapers (published four times a week or more); Divi
sion 2: for colleges and universities with an overall en
rollment above 7,500; Division 3: colleges and universi
ties with an overall enrollment between 3,000 and 7,499; 
and Division 4: for colleges and universities with an over
all enrollment lower than 2,999. 

COM had an enrollment of approximately 3,500 stu
dents during contest year 2001 and competed in Division 
3 along with Angelo State University, Kilgore College? 
Lee College, Tarleton State University, University of 
Dallas and University of Houston-Clear Lake. 
· Students compete in various categories within their di

vision: editorials, sports news stories, news photography, 
critical reviews, political canoons and page designs. 

Croft's and Stevenson's awards mark the InterCOM's 
40th and 41stTIPAawards since adviser Astrid H. Lowery 
began submitting work in 1987. 

I 

-
People Speak Out 

By Inter<:OM Editors and Staff 

The end of the spring semester is almost here, 
and graduation is just around the comer. Students 
are now beginning to register for the fall scmes• 
ter. So InterCOM asked: "What changes would 
you like to see the administration implement for 
the fall semester?" 

• 
Sherilyn Yap: Charge 
less for lunch. Students 
should not have to 
spend more lhan $12 a 
week, or there should 
be a student meal plan 
or university dollars. 

Aundra Hawkias: 
The hours o( the li
brary should be tX· 

tended taler especially 
on Saturdays. 

Key Hasselmeier: 
Even though J am not 
disabled, !here should 
be more handicapped. 
doors on campus. 
There is only one 
handicapped door on 
lhe Tecl!-Voc Building. 

Jimmy Rodriguez: I 
would like to see the 
elevator work more of· 
len. I also would like to 
see more efficient copy 
machines available lo 
students. 

• 

Jay Andrews: Give 
the 0<holarship money 
back lo fine arts. U he 
(Dr. Hayes)doesn'llhe 
arts will disappear. The 
vocational programs 
always get the money. 

Kyle Alcala: A lol of 
students do aot come to 
class on time. The pro
fcsso111 should drop lhe 
hammer a bit more. 

Al Bass: The Gym 
should be expanded. 
We only haveoneclas.s
room in here. There are 
three areas that share 
!be Gym and ii can gel 
very crowded in here at 
times. 

Marina Rosalez: We 
do bave good profes
SOB. but otherwise we 
need more friendly 
Slaff. We need more po
licemen at night and 
bener lighting. 

Newspapers go ollliae 
See Pagel 

Speech professor 
struts his feathers 
By KRISTY ROBERTS 
Assistant Editor 

Ducks run rampant and are in abundance on the Col
lege of the Mainland campus, but never have students seen 
the likes of the duck that appeared to dance and entertain 
the audience at the Cinco de Mayo Fiesta May 2. 

Shortly after the Cinco de Mayo festivities began, who 
should appear but Phi Theta Kappa's Duck for a Day, 
speech Professor Roger Stallings. 

Stallings pranced around shaking tail feathers, mightier 
than any duck previously seen on this campus. 

Only Stallings would go one better and wi:ite an entire 
PowerPoint presentation, which he titled "pro-duck-tive." 
Stallings created the PowerPoint presentation, in conjunc
tion with Duck for a Day, to help students with their final 
round of speeches. But having had Stalling 's speech class, 
this reporter felt that simply staring at a grown man in a 
duck suit while giving a speech, would in itself relieve 
the pressure of standing in front of a class. 

The Duck for a l>ay <»aleSt i&. bekl amrually by PTK 
members to raise money for various activities. This year's 
other duck candidates were Pam Davenport, vice presi
dent/dean of Student Services; Dr. David Michael Smith, 
government profeS50r; Jeff Brown, Brown Food Services: 
and Butch Carr, COM Police Team Leader. 

Students were able to vote for their favorite duck can
didate by placing money or a pledge in the appropriately 
labeled jar for their candidate. Jars were placed through
out the campus in each of the major buildings. The last 
people to contribute .to the contest were the COM Board 
of Trustees members at their April 29 meeting. 

Speech professor Roger Stallings struts around dur~ 
ing the Cinco de Mayo fiesta May 2. Stallings was cho
sen out of five contestants, by the student body to be 
the duck for a day. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 
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TIPA Award-winner 

Local - F-wina conl11L Fram WI Anlhony i..t on rhythm f!WW, - VI- on druma and Daniel K. 
Lal on bus guitar perform Iii tlNt- of Ille Banda sponaored by SAB durlnf Ille - of April - Ille 
Leaming Remurcea Center during College Hour. Fated performed April 11. (Photo by Kristy Roberts) 

Local bands battle it out for top spot 
By DANIEL K. IAI 
Staff Reporter 

A month-long battle was waged at College of the Main
land throughout April. The weapons? Guitars. The sol
diers? Musicians. The battle cry? "Rock and Roll!" 

But when the dust had settled and ears had stopped ring
ing, the judges had made their decision, the band Fated 
was given the $300 grand prize for Best in Show. 

The COM Student Activities Board sponsored the first 
annual Battle of the Bands contest held outside the Leam
ing Resource Cen~er every ThurM.lay during College Hour 
throughout the month of April. 

Three bands out of five were chosen to compete against 

one another to "strut their stuff' for COM students, fac
ulty and staff as well as a panel of judges in hopes of 
winning $300. Each band signed a contract and received 
$100 for performing. 

As Fated opened the show on April 11 during College 
Hour, one could immediately tell the dramatic transition 
from punk rock to a more alternative/modem rock sty le. 
Opening with "Come Together" by The Beatles and con
tinuing onto Lynard Skynard's "Sweet Home Alabama" 
as well as mixing in some Creed, Green Day and original 
songs of their own including "Girl Next Door," "Perfect" 
and "Moment of You," Fated entertained a semi-large 
crowd of students, faculty and staff including a group of 

' See Local Page 11 

Heff el receives top honor by students 
By APRIL BRANDON 
Managing Editor 

The annual College of the Mainland Employee Recog
nition Dinner was held April 26 at the Charles T. Doyle 
Convention Center in Texas City. The purpose of the din
ner was to honor COM employees for service to the col
lege and reveal the Outstanding Teacher of the Year. 

Honored this year as the Outstanding Teacher was James 
Heffel, music professor. 

The dinner began with a welcome by Ralph E. Holm, 
Board of Trustees president, who asked for a moment of 
silence to remember COM employees who have died. 
Holm ended his welcome by directing attendees to the 
buffet line. 

Jim Higgins, director of Public Information, entertained 
the audience with jokes and a game of Name that Tune. 
Seated at the winning table were COM employees and 
their guests Eric and Mary Anri Amelang, Georgiann and 

• 

Robert Ross, Judy and 
Mike Pryor, Sally Austin 
and Dr. Henry Pope. Each 
person at the table walked 

· awaywitha$10giftcertifi
'cate to the Olive Garden. 

A contest of the best vin
tage clothing also was held. 
All of the attendees who 
dressed up as characters 
from another time period 
were judged. The winning James Heffel 
couple were Terry Kettler, 
criminal justice professor, who dressed upas Buddy Holly, 
and his wife Rosalie. The couple also won gift certifi
cates to the Olive Garden. 

After the meal, the Service Awards were presented by 
the COM Board of Trustees. Awards were given for five, 

See COM Page 11 
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